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Chat*  L 

pH£  1W  prefaces  this  t fifth  with 

L  4>t  fljjcriwt  of  lw  apoflofa  authority ;  d 
'/tf&r&rfcftf  of  CoriifiA ;  s 

m  account  <?/  ^inr  rswvffjfwj 
* ndtherifis beflrwe d ofin itaff,  Jl—iq*  £j- 
k&fj  fT5<r«  /»  brotherly  km*  and  reproves 
them  fir  the  dniifiens  which  be  had  beard 
were  among  them*  t  it— *  tf  *  After#  and  mV 
Aentet  the  definite  of  a  crucified  S&vhttr,  and 
ids  Mra  plain  way  of  preackng  if,  at  a  fine- 
damtutai  article  of  the  Cbrlfium  forth*  and 
as  adTmrahly  calculated  to  advance,  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  Cod ,  and  bauchle  the  creature  bepre 
am*  u#— $r*  p.  3. 


Chip  17. 

The  apaftk  protrtdi  to  remind  the  Corinthians  of 
the  plain  manner  in  whkh  be'  preached  a 
trudfied  Chrifl  to  them,  1  *— j+  Saras  the 
excellent  wifdom  contained  in  this  dofhwe* 
tf p.  And  that  it  cannot  he  duly  known 
and  received*  but  by  the  light  and  influence  of 
the  HAy  Spirit*  10* — itf.  p-i5- 

ClliP,  Ilf. 

The  ape  file  reproves  the  CarintlAats  fir  their 
carnality  and  contentions  about  mimflers* 
j,— 4,  Shews  that  oil  the  true  farvema  of 
drift  can  Indeed  do  nothing  efteau ally  with- 
out  kirn*,  that  they  preach  fiw  as  the  only 
foundation*  and  every  one  Jbonld  tube  heed  to 
what  he  builds,  on  this  foundation,  5, 

That  the  churches  of  Chrift  ought  to  be  kept 
pure,  as  they  are  the  temple  of  the  Holy 
Ghofl,  if,  17.  That  it  becomes  them  k  he 
bumble  in  their  opinion  of  themfahes*  18,— 
fto»  j ind  that  they  fiottld  not  glory  itt  men  i 
becasfcy  through  Cirift,  ndmflers  and  all 
things  etfe  are  theirs*  11, —*3,  p,  17, 

Chap,  IV, 

The  afiftte  flutes  the  true  charter*  and  the 
cJL'tm.  that  aught  to  he  bad  of  gofpel-minifters* 
*jtba  tnaft  flood  or  fall*  not  §  man’s,  lot  by 
Go^s  own  judgment  concerning  then r,  1 
6*  Cautions  the  Corinthians  again#  priding 
fiemfelves  in  whet  they  had' received*  and  a- 
gairj r  dejpifinr  him  and  Aii  fellow-fin* ants 
on  account  0}  their  ignommwt  treatment 
from  the  world*  7,-1 5,  Claims  their  rt> 
gards  to  himftift  as  their  fpirltuat  father  in 
Cbriflt  14,— If*  And  pews  his  greet  eon* 
errn  fir  them ,  in  that  he  had  fant  Timothy  to 
them*  and  intended  bimfetf  to  tame  and  nr* 
t':fy  dt/brJert  among  them,  xj, — iu  p.  38. 

C  HAP.  V. 

The  ofiflle  blames  the  CvriutbU*  church  fir 


their  m'twtv  at  an  inceftaeus  perfhn*  and 

orders  them  to  exeommndeatt  him,  i, — * 
tf*  Exhorts  Arm  H  forge  out  this,  emit- 
very  other  often#?  7,8*;  and  £rtfts tbesr  b*^ 
baxnaur  toward  church-members*  in  dtflin&boa 
from  the  men  tjf  fin  world  that  are  jfatftf 
of  fcaudahm  crimes*  p*— *3.  P-  4% 

Chap.  VI. 

The  apoflle  eaa&ms  fie  Corinthian t  agmnjt  go* 
tag  to  low  one  wifi  another*  effedally  im 

beat  htn  eourti*  1^-^-  Sped  fit  faweral 
mjs  fins  they  were  cfeaufed  firm* 

«f/  which*  fated  and  £ed  in*  exclude  from 

the  kingdom  rf  God*  1  1*  defeats  hit 

caution  agasnft  uucleatnefi*  at  it  is  a  defile* 
meat  ana  an  abufe  of  their  bodies*  which  art 
fie  members  of  drift*  and  imp  Its  of  fit 
Holy  Ghvft,  and  are  pvnbqftd  far  God*  that* 
with  the  whole  mao*  fity  might  glorify  him* 
11,-10*  p.  SS*  S«- 

■  Chap,  YIK 

The  a  fifth  proceeds  to  anfwer  fevemf  gntflioa I 
that  bad  been  feat  to  him ;  and,  feginmng 
•wifi  what  had  been  profifed  about  marriage, 
he  jbewt*  that  though  in  fame  cafes  it  might 
he  left  not  to  eater  into  that  flute  \  yet *  a$  it 
is  God's  ordinance  to  he  a  remedy  agaiaft  fir* 
wfttffatt,  it  is  to  be  chofan  tyfach  as  have 
ftrong  propen  ft on$  is  that  jin,  \i—9*  That 
mamed  Cbrifthos  jbould  not  feck  to  fart  With 
tbtir  unbelieving  confer ts,  one  being  fanBifed 
by  thdfither  ^  fir  pref endng  the  fa  derail  bcunefa 
of  their  cmdren*  to, — ttf.  That  ferfans*  1# 
any  civil  ftation,  Jhould  ordinarily  be  faUsfiei  to 
ohtdt  in  that  in  which  they  were  firft  colled  $» 
the  faith  of  Chrifl ,  1 7,*— *4,  That  it  was 
mofl  deferable*  on  account  of  fie  then  peri¬ 
lous  days*  fir  Jingle  people  to  continue  fa* 
unlefi  there  were  any  fieftmg  reajbns  to  the 
Contrary  1  and  that  perfias  of  all  flathws 
ought  to  fit  loofa  from  every  thing  of  this 
tranfitory  -world,  at  fir  as  'it  vrould  be  an 
hindrance  to  them  in  the  fervice  of  God,  is, 
— 3f,  That  great  prudence  feouli  beefed 
the  iiffifal  of  virgins,  jtf, — a8. 
that  wide tps  faoald  be  very  carefii  bow  they 
marry  again*  and  tfperially  that  it  be  only  i» 
the  Lur'd,  39,-4°*  P*  *S* 


Chap.  VUI* 

Tfctf  apofile,  iu  anfacr  to  another  pnptfed  cafe* 
abwrt  t vents  efeud  to  idols*  fiewi  the  danger 
of  people's  having  a  high  conceit  of  their  owm 
knowledge ,  i4— 3.  The  vanity  of  idols* 

and  the  unity  of  the  Godhead*  in  opfifiibn  to 
a  7»u  {tip licity  of  G*jd%*  4,— 7.  And  the 

vdfihcj  of  afandieg  week  tret  hr  ex,  by  cm- 

**g 
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*ng  things  offered  to  idols,  even  fuppo- 
Jfffjf  that,  in  the  civil  view,  it  might 
bt  lawful,  l ^  pt  8j. 

Chap  IX. 

The  opt  fi  i<  vindicates  bis  authority  again fi 
Chafe,  who,  among  other  pretences ,  made 
bit  not  receiving  msinten^xce  as  oijec- 
Hon  xgtthtfi  it,  i , — 3  A  Juris  bis  rig  ht 
*o  maintenance  from  the  re  Jon  of 
things,  from  the  of  Mofei,  ou  t 
the  appointment  of  Chrifi,  4^14, 
Tells  them  that  be  thought  it  his  glory 
to  have  waved  this  branch  of  his  Chrift- 
taw  liberty  among  them,  rjl — l(J-  And 

bad  done  it*  for  the  he  nr  ft  of  others, 
w  // W  inf  oixrs  be  fide  this,  19*—* 
at  And  firms  that  he  did  oil  this,  with 
toAstsnof  Cttre  and  Jilt  genet,  in  view 
of  an  incorruptible  crown,  and  therein 
fit  them  an  example,  24,-27*  p.  B6w 

Chap.  X- 

The  tpofltet  returning  to  his  argument 
about  things  0 ffered  to  idols,  remind/ 
the  Corinthians  of  the  great  privileges, 
mail  yet  terrible  overthrow  of  the  Ifra* 
elites  in  the  Vtildernefs,  t*— 5,  Cut' 
lions  them  agslxft  all  idolatrous,  anl 
other  JififuA  pra&iees,  tike  theirs,  left 
they  t  he  mf elves,  mtvrit branding  their 
gtf pc  ^privileges,  JhottU  dl fa  fill  under 
God's  fore  difp  let  fare,  6* — 12.  Com¬ 
forts  them  again] 7  temptations,  13. 
Shews  that  partaking,  in  a  religious 
Xhty,  of  things  offered  fa  idols,  was  in- 
tonfifient  with  their  having  comma?; ion 
VJtA  Chrifi  at  his  table,  1 4, — 22/  but 
allows  cf  eating  them,  as  tammoit  foal 
fold  in  the  market,  or  at  a  civil  enter- 
tahitnent,  provided  it  be  with  a  fugle 
eye  to  the  glory  of  God,  *  i;d  without 
offence  to  the  c oh fei cutes  of  others,  25, 

—33*  p*  9* 

Chap,  XI* 

The  npojtUt  after  ass  exhortation  to  follow 
him,  and  a  commendation  of  the  church 
far  ohferving  bit  forme  r  orders*  l,  2; 
proceeds  to  eenfure,  and  correct  fame 
great  irregularities  among  then/,  In 
worn eifs  f peoksng  publicly  wif/i  unveil* 
ed  faces,  even  under  their  prophetic 
it&puifes,  £—16.  And,  in  contentious, 
fchifmi f  and  dsfor  let  ly  celebrations  of 
the  Lord's  Supper,  iyt — 22.  And,  to 
rciKfy  their  Jcandahui  alnfes  of  thtd 
f  tcred  0 rii nance,  he  reminds  them  of 
the  nature  auddefign  of  its  inf  Hutton, 
os  hr  rtetived  st  from  Chrifi  him f elf, 
at*— 26.  And  dire  {ti  tbftn  how  to  at¬ 
tend  upon  it  in  a  due  manner,  and  ta 
avoid  the  dangtr  of  airwortbily  recei + 
Vlrg  Ht  37|— 3-k  p.  113. 


Chap,  XU.1 

As  the  CorintMan-eburcb  vs  as  greatly  en¬ 
riched  fivitb  fpiritual  gfts,  and  turned 
them  into  occofions  of  firffe  and  envy, 
the  apofiit  coafders  their  or;  gin  fib  as 
from  God,  and  their  variety  and  u  fc  for 
the  propagation  of  the  g  of  pit,  anledif* 

ration  of  the  church,  I> —  [I,  Illufiratrf 
th'S  by  an  allufian  to  the  bum  an  bodj%  m 
vtb'th  every  member  has  its  pi  see  and 
tife,  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  13,— * 
26.  Applies  it  to  the  church  of  Chrifi, 
which  ft  his  body,  and  to  the  g  fts  of  e* 
Very  particular  member,  winch  are  to  he 
Wrcfed  far  the  advantage  of  alt  the 
refit  3 1, — 3^  And  clefts  with  an  er* 
ho^LUion  to  feck  after  fousething  fiill 
more  excellent,  31.  y.  127* 

Chap-  XHI* 

The  apofile  fiewi  the  necefftty  and  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  grace  of  love,  without 
vtoicb  all  fpiritual  gfttt  oil  extern  A 
a6ts  of  liberaAty,  and  even  courage  for 
martyrdom  It f elf ,  will  not  profit  us,  f, 
•  **3*  And  ha  repre feats  Us  excellency, 
by  its  properties  and  effe/h,  4.-7*  Ay 
itj  abiding,  after  all  gift /  for  edifice 
ttoo  Jhail  ceafe,  and  by  its  preference  to 

■  faith  and  tope,  8,—  ij.  p.  13^ 

Chap-  XIV. 

The  ap  ofile  rcco  mm  e  nds  fa  ch  ffnritu  at 
gifts  as  are  fuited  ftf  anfvicr  the  purpo- 
fes  of  Cbrifiian  love  for  the  edification 
of  others,  and  prefers  prophecy  to  the 
gift  of  tongues,  i, — 5-  J  tin  ft  rates  the 
unprofitable  iiefs  of  barely  f fie /iking  sit 
u nhi 0 wn  language h  vAthout  interpreting 
tbifUy  by  fever etl  cotnparifons,  6, — 12. 
Exhorts  to  art  inUll  gent  fort  of  war- 
flip*  that  may  he  profitable  to  others, 
as  wtl  as  ourfclves,  13. — *>*  Shews 
tie  proper  ufc  of  the  gft  of  tongues, 
-and  the  greater  afivant  ag  e  cf  proper  fifing, 
2i — 25,  Reproves  and  regulates  various 
df orders,  which  arofi  in  religious  .iffem* 
Hies,  ftom  a  ofieutsUon  of  g ifts, 

25, — 33*  And  from  -wovutfs  f peaking 

in  the  church,  34» — 4?*  y- 

Chap.  XV. 

The  opofile  proves  the  refurre/tiou  of 
Chrtfi  from  the  dead,  Takes  or- 

cofion  f tons  thence  1 0  confute  tbof e 
that  denied  the  tef^rreliion  of  the  bod*t 
12, — 19.  Efiahlifies  the  ioifrimof  tie 

rejurredtott  of  be  levers  t  a  eternal  If c 
l?f  various  arguments,  An- 

fivers  ohjeittQul  orjiufi  it,  and  fiows 
the  vafi  change  that  will  he  then  mode 
in  the  qualities  af  their  rfen  bodies, 

— jo.  Difcovcrs  the  suy fiery  cf  the  hkc 

thangt 
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change  that  will  ^  then  made  on  thofe 
w$6  flat!  be  living  at  Cbriffs  ft  tend  ea¬ 
rn  ug,  51,-54.  Sets  forth  the  bcIUvtrs 

triumph  over  death  and  the  growr,  J  J, — 

57.  And  cfofes  the  argument  with  an 
exhortation  and  encourtigcmeut  to  'alt 
diligence  in  the  fervice  the  Lord,  58* 

p,  161. 

Chap.  XVI. 

The  apafih  gives  orders  to  the  ehuixl  a- 
iokk  ucoUetHan  fir  the  foot  faints  at 
ferufalem,  1,-4,  Mentions  bis  de  fig  rt 


of  making  them  a  xdfit,  $, — 9-  Recom¬ 
mend  j  Timothy  to  th.*m,  and  encourages 
their  hopes  of  feeing  Afoilos  in  owe 
time,  ic,—1 3.  Kxbarts  them  to  with* 
f uiutfs  and  fiedfjjineft  in  faith  and 
love,  and  to  Jbew  Ei  becoming  rifpeft  to 
Stephanas  and  hh  fjtnsh,  a?ri  to  ali  hit 
ft iU'Of'hho nrcrst  I  £ —  I 8-  Sends  Chrifi * 
ian-filut^tious  from  hdmfelf  and  others  \ 
end  cone l foies  with  n  joUmn  admymtion, 
bened.tli9t:t  and  off ur^KU  of  hh  ova 

dove  it  them,  19,^24.:  p,  i84« 


The  Contents  of  the  Second  EpifUe  to  the  COR  t  NTH  IANS* 


C  n  a  *.  I. 

H£  apofile  introduces  ibis  e  pi  Ilk  to 
the  Co riuthiin  church,  os  he.  did  the 
former ,  with  an  ajfertiov  of  k>i  apt  fie- 
I  f  ojfiet,  and  a  falut itiom  1,— 2.  Miff* 
fes  Cod  for  eomfOrting  hiss  in,  and  da- 
five  ring  him  oat  of,  hit  tribulations  ; 
and  turns  Air  own  experience  into  an  ar¬ 
gument  for  the  encouragement  of  others 
ua.de  r  their  troubles,  3>^*I  I*  Pfofejfcs 
hh  ovsn  and  h:s  fellow-fihonrerS  integri¬ 
ty,  Ut— 14_  Ajftgus  the  principal  re  a- 
fan  of  his  net  coming  to  t bests  /V  foots 
as  might  have  been  exgethd  frost*  what 
he  had  ftthi  hi  his  former  letter  ;  arid  fo 
vindicates  houfclf  from  the  charge  of 
nCca fancy  on  that  account,  1 5,^24* 

p.  n>S>  *97. 

Chat.  II. 

Th*  JpojUc  price  ah  to  a  further  get*  uni 
of  the  reafwrs  of  his  not  coming  to  the 
Corinthians,  I,  *4-  Give*  them  direc¬ 
tions  a^ont  rejionng  the  sneejueoas  per- 
Jon  to  hh  pt,ice  in  the  church,  j,— 1 1. 
And  dequ-lnts  them  w lib  his  own  /..-*■ 
hours,  Jlecefs,  and  Joys,  hi  fpreudiug 
the  pure  go  fpsi  of  Chnfi  }n  fevet  cl  fh* 
ces,  J3a — 17.  p.  ^5. 

a 

Chap*  J  Jt. 

77V  apofih  appeals  to  the  Corinthians 
for  the  goot  ejfcfis  of  hh  tnlmfiry 
upon  thetx,  the  ghtj  of  v, thick  a- 

feribes  iutireiy  ii  God,  ft—5*  Sf,tmwt 
the  preference  of  the  got  pc  l  to  the  ie- 
g,ij  jduainijl ration,  6,— 1J.  And  that, 
his  preaching  U  was  fust  able  to  its  rxzl- 
lency  aud  evidence,  and  bad  an  enlighten* 
tug  ami  transforming  ejfe^c%  through 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghefi,  is.,*—*  18* 

p.jn,  114. 

Chap,  IV. 

The  apofilc,  animated  ty  .ifOuJideratirirnf 
the  excellc kc?  aud  power  of  the  g  rfi  ;  A 
aniaijltp  dt  dares  that  he  an!  hh  fifea- 
1st 0 urer  S  difebiirg ed  it  with  u  +wtar\ a i 


diligence,  Jff netrity,  and  f lithf ulnefs, 
though  not  with  equal  fuccifs  to  all, 
t,— 7*  That  their  jtfiriagi  for  it  were  ex¬ 
ec  t  dkg  great ,  on i yet  attended  with  thhfup* 
ports,  aad  various  advantages*  8,— 11*  And 
that  their  ptofpeRt  of  eternal  ghry  were 
their  chief  prtjtrvativc  agasafi  fidttfutg  aad^r 
their  tr facial tMSt  #  3, — b  0*  p,  a  ip. 

Chap.  V* 

The  ofaSlc,  iff  farther  fetting  forth  the  ground* 

1  of  ht S)  and  his  brethren's  not  fMthig  under 
their  trouHet,  hfifs  ott  their  afurtd  hop\ 
and  earnejt  defire  cf  heavenly  gbrjy,  t, — tL 
iSArtoj  how  they  were  excited  litres r  to  dili¬ 
gence  in  their  work,  — 11,  Criraj  the 

reafim  of  bis  feeming  to  comtend  bimfc:j\ 
and  of  hh  being  fit  much  treaf ported  witi 
zeal  for  the  Kkrinthiaxs,  who  ware  u&fiif 
,  GcnUfc-ctn  Vera*  cn  acecunt  of  which  the 
Jevifir  zealots  can  fared  him,  at  though  he 
were  befidet  htmfelf  AnJ  jbiJtS 

the  nect'fiifi  of  regeneration*  and  of  reeve i- 

lUifat  with  Gad  thrwyh  Chrifi1  the 

wdniftry  of  which  tom  ii*nmu4ed  to  him  a*J 
hit  brethren,  p.  117^  3*9* 

Chap,  n* 

T be  atrfiie  fws  the  Cr;*iu:hijHi  few  he,  with 

M  (P  ■  *  _ 

Others  of  &:$  heihrtit^  't*r*owd  tbeitifrlv  es 

•p  P<#  _ # 

to  he  faith  fa!  ntinifiers  of  Chrijt^  by  t^rir  t<- 
hart  tag  them  U  enter  t  An  theg^pAyf  reerfa 
cTutfat  wit  h  due  regard,  1 1  7.  Sy  their  »r~ 

frimentte  life,  and  bchatifatr  vn dc*  hferhigt 

pmr  f thrift,  3, — iol  Et  their  agiHufi  fir 

rh*n%  which  keh*peJ  wW..  he  atifwere d  ws*  * 

the  ^ftotvaras  f/v*.rt7vf,  1 1  > — t  J.  And 

by  together  vri<h  bit  fathers  ear* 

ri  t  content,  t',mat  they  *uigh:  hive  #t?  Ji&n*- 
Jtip  with  unbAieveti  a  A  id:  later  j*  1 4, —  1  >. 

T*  »  39* 

Chap*  VI L. 

The  cpofAt  fivti  up  fos  hi  argunctrl  with  *4 

exhft  :ti*x  ts  I'niver/d  *e5 *•.(/*  1  ir  h*trr.it£ 

the  whale  clttttb  (5  i’tcr  tw  hie  afiehon  to 
liz;  it.  i;jl  12  thiw,  Telis  thaw 

m 
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itrtv  greatly  he  Trjmced*  amidfi  aS  hi*  fributa^ 
tun ,st  the  hi  account  winch  Titos  gave  him  ^ 
their  ready  cmpRan:*  with  tH  orders  of  Art 
farmer  Utter,  and  of  its  ha* ft  rfieB,  at  it 
produced  their  /wowing  to  repentance,  5* — 
ji,  A id  the  comfort  tbit  they  and  Titos 
hod  i+gabtr,  whb  found  a  kind  rreeptic  n,  and 
f  W  t»rh  thh^s  ameng  them  as  anfwcred  the 
^gooi  refer}  which  the  eftJIU  had  made  of 
1  Atm,  I  3,-16*  P*  *4$- 

Chip.  vm. 

The  cfofi  U  hewing  vindicated  Ail  tbamBtr,  and 
tXfrrJfcd  Art  fithfaflwn  hi  the  regard  that  She 
Ceritiibian^cburcb  bad  Jhewn"  to  him,  takes 
that  oaajion  to  rewind  them  of  bis  exhortation 
»  the  former  eptfite,  to  charitable  cot ttrihu- 
Siom  fir  the  relief  of  ft#  poor  fihiti  at  ft* 
rufiltm  x  This  he  cnfirccs  upon  them,  by  the 
laudable  example  of  the  Macedonian.  churches, 
I, — i,  By  the  love  aod  greet  of  Cbrifi  to 
them*  p.  Bp  the  wiluugntft  width  tbty 
tbtnftlvet  had  Jbevfit  to  ibis  F«d  -work  a 
year  ago,  and  the  advantage  that  would  ac¬ 
me  to  themjelvts  by  Ut  io,-"i  ^A ad  then 

he  rn&m  mends  Titus  and  two  lather  brethren, 
who  at  hi  reyutfi,  cam  10  them  upon  ibis 
very  fafintfi,  16,-14,  f),  %$&* 

Chap.  IX. 

The  eptfilc  txcnfts  his  Jtndi&g  Thvi,  and  the 
two  other  brethren  that  accompanied  him,  to 
colkft  their  alms,  notwithfianding  the  etmfi* 
deuce  he  had  <«  ibtir  own  rta&atfi  to  that 
jwi  werh,  i 7.  He  further  encourages 
them  by  if  ever  at  arguments  to  he  liberal  and 
cheerful  ru  it,  6, — 14;  And  fiats  ffp 

Ail  Oifeoarfi,  on  this  bead*  With  a  tbankfgt- 
ving  to  Cod  for  bit  unffeakakle  gift,  t  f* 

P 

Chip.  X, 

The  opafitf  returning  to  a  ntctff&ry  vindication 
ef  bimfitf,  and  wnfutatiou  of  the  invutuus 
J°ggeiUons  of faife  teachers  that  fit  i  hem f elves 

again fi  him,  averts  bis  authority  with  great 

meih/iefi  and  BUtnirtty,  1 tf ,  Recfini  with 

the  Cerinthians  about  if,  7, —  it,  J ItfiHs 
the  vaunting  methods  of  tbfi  teachers  in  rt~ 


commenting  tbtmfelvei,  and  riahntRg  the  Mb 
mar  of  other  men's  labours  ;  and  ley *  down 
the  better  rale,  by  winch  he  proceeded  in  hie 
mrnifirathni,  with  an  aim  at  tht  gbry  of 
Cod,  mad  at  being  approved  ef  him ,  u,— 
lfi«  p.  469. 

Chap.  XT. 

The  apofile,  id  further  vta&aiim  ef  Ht  autho¬ 
rity  againfi  bif  enemies,  gives  the  reafios,  in 
a  prefatory  apology  %  of  hh  fpeoJtiag  i«  bis 
ffwfl  commendation,  1,— 4-  flArurt  that  he 
had  not  come  fiort  of  am  of  the  etpofilt s  of 
Cbrifi,  much  left  of  the  fatfe  apofiU 1  (-wbm 
he  deft  rites)  in  freely  punching  the  gofpel, 
f, — ij*  Mokes  another  apology  for  what  he 
vers  going  to  add  m  defence  of  bis  ova  eba- 
raBer,  16,— 1  r-  And  draw 1  out  an  account 
at  large  of  Ms  external  privileges,  at  equal 
to  lb* ft  of  she  falfi  apafile J ;  and  of  Ail 
yuArfiathns,  labours-,  cares,  fympathy,  fef- 
fervsgt,  dangers,  and  deliverances,  asfuptri* 
or  to  theirs,  i*,— ij,  p,  176,  177. 

Chap.  XII- 

TTi^  apofiU  gop  on  u  vindicate  H 1  authority, 

by  the  txSr&tdiaarj  revelations  that  had  been 
made  to  him,  though  they  were  fiUowca  with 
fame  bumbling  dmm fiances  winch  were  vt* 
vert  briefs  improved  to  bis  jpirituat  advantage, 
1,— ic.  Shews  that  feveral  emneat  fig** of 
a*  apoftl t  were  in  him,  which  ought  to  have 
encouraged  the  Corinthians  to  fptok  welt  of 
him,  without  bringing  Mm  under  a  tectfiity 
of  feemwg  to  boafi  of  them  tnmfilf,  1 1, — %%* 
Declares  Art  pur pafe  of  making  them  a  /nw^ 
ly  vifit  fir  their  eJiftcath*,  wkhout  a*f  ex- 
fence  to  them,  14,-19.  But  extremes  &u 
fear,  lefi  he  Jbotdi  it  forced  to  trfe  jmrity  in 
Ms  dealing  with fame  of  them,  2e,n .  p,  ilA 

Chap.  XHT. 

The  opefile  threatens  to  pvrsifi  obflhaete  off wad* 
tri  d t  .his  next  coming  OJWfig  the  C&rifilbiouf, 
and  gives  the  renfiui  of  it,  1, — A.  Prays 
fir  their  rtf  or  mat  m  to  prevent  it,  which 
-would  give  him  the  g  re&ufi  pUafi&e,  7—  1  • . 
And  toticludes  the  epifiie  with  a  fiMUmaand 
btrtediBlu,  P* 
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CONTENTS  of  the  EpifUe  to  the  GALATIANS* 


Chap.  X. 

rHE  apofile  Pant  prefaces  hes  epsfite  to  the 
tburthei  of  Galatia,  with  offer  ting  bit 
apofolic  charaBtr-,  in  oppofititm  10  ftub  as 
Icjftracd  if,  and  wth  a  filiation  and  doxology, 
*p — J.  Sharply  reproves  the  Galatians  for 
fi  fion  revolting  from  the  go f pel  of  Cbrifi, 

under  the  infiuuct  of  tUlefiam  tc acker 6,— 


sue  Proves  the  divine  authority  of  Ms  doc¬ 
trine  and  mfiion,  by  the  bnd  of  his  preaching, 

and  by  Au  having  received  than,  aot  frun 
nav,  hut  by  immediate  revelation  from  Ghrrfi 
htmfilfi  j  ),  ti.  And,  to  coavtact  them 
of  fb'i,  be  declares  what  he  vat  before  his 

eanver find  and  entBng,  ij,  14.  Amt  how  hi 

behaved  after  it,  j  7,-14,  P*  FT- 

Chan 


The  C  6  K  T  £  tf  T  U 

Cnir.Il*  '  agencies  the  law,  to  which  they,  £k  dilJrc* 

r)r  apofllt  A fiber  proves  the  divine  authority  under  age,  bad  been  fubjtft  pefsre,  7. 

of  its  JtBrine  and  miffs*,  by  fames,  Peter  And  from  the  exceeding  heap}  change  that 

and  fibmt  owntot  hhn  and  Barnabas,  ns  ape*  was  made  upon  the  Gentile  believers,  by 

Jibs  of  tit  GlntHet,  end  reetivtog  Titos,  n  their  cowverfin  from  Ms  to  God,  8,—ji, 

Greet,  into  their  CfofftitM-commMicn,  with*  He  thereupon  reofom  with  them  all  ogvnft 

out  bis  being  lirtum&fid,  1, — to*  Gives  on  *"  folfe  teachers,  from  the  great 

an  ocean nt  of  another  interview  with  Peter  afftat  on  they  bad  Jtfcevered  towards  Mrtrfilf 

at  Antioch,  where  he  ps&Beh  oppofed  him  and  Us  mtotfiry,  and  from  Ihe  defining  tern- 

for  j  vdaizioj,  1  t,—-t 4-  And  talus  octafion  per  of  tUfe  JsMxm  that  hod  crept  to  a- 

from  thence  to  enter  upon  Ms  main  point  in  moor  them,  u^  B  He  exprtffh  bis  own 

view,  rclatty  10  fojtijkatk*  by  fdth  u  Chrijl  tender  and  earnejf  concern  Jpr  them,  tp»  in 

without  the  writ  of  the  fov,  And  then,  refienhtg  bis  main  argument,  ilb- 

p*3i£»  fixates  the  difference  between  what  is  ti  be 

Clir.  lit  expetted  from  the  law,  and  from  the  gofpA, 

The  apojlle  reproves,  and  warmly  extojhtbta  in  a  figurative  reprefen  tafion  of  the  children 

with  the  GalaiUnS  fir  their  fiSy  «  de*  of  fnmjc  by  Ifiae,  the  fan  of  Sarah,  and 

parting  from  the  great  doBrinc  of  jafiijko*  &  the  children  that  were  only  after  the  ftcjb 

icon  atone  through  faith  in  Cbrift,  iy— J.  (y!fomaA,thtfonofHMgar,  *1,— )1 ,  p.  337, 

Efiabhjkci  tins  define  from  the  example  of 

Abraham's  jttfifuathjn,  from  the  te-  Chip,  V* 

nor  of  the  htw  and  foventy  of  its  evrfe ,  The  apoftle  applies  the  foregone  fifiourfi  lean 
from  which  believers  art  redeemed  by  Cbnfl,  taraefi  exhort  at  ice,  enforced  by  various  arga* 

that  they  might  be  bitted  with  Abraham,  to.  meats,  to  fraud  fift  to  the  liberty  of  the  gof* 

*—14-  from  the  f  ability  of  the  cwtnaxf  of  pA,  To  take  herd  of  abaft og  that 

freTitffet  made  with  him,  which  the  low  could  liberty  by  indulging  a  fitful  temper,  coattar f 

net  difinsml,  and  from  the  Uconfiemy  of  to  the  greet  taw  of  kv*l  j  3^-15.  And  to 

juflifeatm  by  tht  fra  pronufi  and  If  the  law  walk  *m  the  fpirii f  and  not  fulfil  the  hyft  of 

ij  j|*  He  neverthelefs  jkevn  that  the  the  jtejb,  wlUo  art  oppofite  to  each  other,  and 

law  hoi  its  trfe,  at  it  was  given  to  finert  the  worit  of  width  reJpcBively  are  described 

among  the  Jews  to  convince  them  of  their  at  targe,  *6,— ifl*  -  p.  43*, 

weed  of  a  Saviour,  and  was  a fehoofmafir 

to  had  them  to  Ghr/fr,  ip,— if.  And  that  Cvr  A  P*  VI. 

voder  the gejfctffau  true  beZevers  are ,  with-  Tht  apcfrU  proceeds  to  exhortations  to  mdaefi, 
out  dijiixmon  of  nations,  or  of  external  tie-  gat t  ten  eft  and  humility,  1 j .  To  a  gene* 

cumJJanctJ,  all  one  to  Chrifi,  end  beire  of  A-  rout  matnUnonce  of  mwfiers,  and  henqttema 

hr  shafts  bleffegs,  16,—ij),  p.  j*j,  3164  towards  nil  man,  but  tfpeaaUy  toward  pro* 

foffag  bcJkveri>  6»— 10*  Sums  up  the  main 
Chap*  IV,  defig*  of  ids  epWc,  fir  guarding  the  Gala* 

r**  apofrtc  proceeds  to  frcW  the  folly  of  return  tians  agwnfr  their  Judatztng  teachers  |A*f 

>t*Z  to  legal  obfervantcS  for  jnftificatioB  front  wanted  them  to  he  dreumdfod  fir  folfijb  ends, 

the  rich  advantages  that  the  befinwg  Jews  Sredty  contrary  to  hi s  own  to  prtacUng  a 

were  partakers  of  by  the  gofpdr^fpenjatkx,  vnafied  thrift,  — 17.  And  toycludeo 

which  brought  them  out  of  the  fait  of  hood-  with  a  filer**  benediction,  iB,  pu  359, 


The  CONTENTS  of  the  EpiftI*  to  the  EPHESI4NS. 

rHE  apoffle  prefaces  bit  cpifie,  at  ufual,  been  wrought  to  the  refurreBiott  and  exalt  a- 
with  an  toftriplm  and  jnktation,  vtr,  tiou  tfChrijl,  Ij,— 13.  p.  63  » 

1,  i»  Gives  a  general  account  of  fitting 

buffings  in  a  way  tj  lhankfgr vtog  artdprmfe f  3*  Chip,  11* 

EnUryts  upon  them,  as  prepared  in  God's  The  apofile,  JHU  farther  to  magnify  tht  riches  of 

eternal  etiBion,  as  chafed  by  QirijPs  Gcds  free  grate  toward  the  Epbejiant,reprt* 

tic-o l,  and  as  convey'd  in  effeBual  cuffing,  4,  font*  thesr  deplorable  fate  by  nature,  whether 

—I*.  Applies  all  tbs,  ftrfl  to  the  bckevmg  they  were  Gentiles  or  Jrwi,  t^j-  Shew* 

Jfws,  and  then  to  the  bttievirg  Gtutiiet^  11,  vbat  a  happy  change  A  vine  grace  had  nude 

-14*  TWi  God for  what  he  hod  heard cf  their  upon  ft,  4,— 1 0*  And  to  inbanee  Ms  grate* 

faith  and  lave,  and  prays  for  the  confute mce  tfpertalif  toward  the  GentiU  part  among  them, 

of  their  knowledge  and  tope,  with  n  fpetl  to  k  colts  upon  them  to  rtfeB  upon  their  former 
the  heavenly  inheritance,  and  to  Gods  power-  fait  cf  heatheA/m,  and  the  exceeding  great 
JA  working  to  then*)  anjwtrahb  to  vw  bad  pti  ttilcget  and  biejpngt  wiiib  they  wercostagH 


X  The  CON 

fata  by  the  eguoth  with  the  hftc'viqg 

Jews  m  twi'loJj  with  the «,  ti, — ai* 

r*  J0f* 

Chav*  III- 

Tfrtf  ofaftte  fits  forth  the  dignity  of  hit  office  lit 
its  rtfatisn  to  the  Gentiles,  fir  which  be  Jufi 
fired  bnpri&ncmevt,  i,  it  /f/i  ^wiif cations 
fir  it,  j, — 6*  Wt  toil  itt  it7  together  vi)& 
tie  noble  fnrpofn  that  were  cr. f  ti  ered  by  it, 

fie  *  fen  up  a  rtio/l  excrflcnt  and 
tcmpreht»fu:t  praicr  for  the  Epbefioxi,  t 

If  *  A*J  U'tL'Utdcs  wish  a  grand  and  fait- 
nb!f  dtftiogj,  10,  u-  p,  399* 

C  fl  A  F*  IV, 

Kf  proceeds  from  the  dcflrinat  to  the 
prathcoi  part  of  this  cpifltc,  which  he  intro¬ 
duces  with  a  t*nttal  exhortation  to  the  whole 
i  bnrcb  to  walk  worthy  of  tbttr  CbiJUov- 
m/uWj  i ,  Anti  then,  to  recommend  and  fX* 
r**p£jj  it t  he  excites  them  by  ft  verA  wqjtyj 
argamenti  to  mutual  JtrbttU  atice  and,  uniou^ 
To  a  due  vfc  of  atl  their  fpirixnat 
gifts  an dfrrftCfS  fir  ediftcatiPn,  t,*—  \6+  To 
purity  and  htinefi  tu  been  and  life ,  ■  7t— “ 

14*  And  to  tahe  bred  pf  fiveral  fas  that 
yere  praBifed  among  the  heathens,  but  vttrt 
inrovffient  with  their  Ckrijthn pnfiffton,x%, 
— U'  fc.  + ■'*■ 


TENTS. 

Chap*  V, 

The  apojtle  tmltdts  his  tihortation  U  Inthrij 
lovtj  ttt*  Repeats  ids  Caution  agdnft /tre¬ 
at  fins,  41  particularly  againfi  a  14  nnehannejs 
eovetonfaejs  end  druobenntft,  with  a  variety 
of  arguments  (0  infirre  the  taution,  and  di- 
rcB  to  a  contrary  behaviour,  j, — 20*  And 
exhorts  to  the  relative  duties  of  fmetj  w  p 
0 trot,  *1,  And  of  viva  and  busaands  in 
particular,  which  are  it hft  rated  end  inf  arced 
hi  the  fprstuaJ  r clothe,  that  it  between 
thrift  and  the  church,  n/— 3  J.  p.  41  f. 

CirAP.  VL 

The  opoftlt  proceeds  to  the  tcialivt  Da  ties  of 
children  and  parents,  — 4-  Of  firvantt 

and  mafters,  — y*  Dir  efts  alt  farts  af 

Ghriftiabs  to  ptit  on  their  fpmiuat  armour  in 
the  exeerift  of  tbeit  grain,  and  i*  the  ufi  of 
thofe  mcnnS,  which  are  ntceffiry  to  defend, 
and  fccuri  them  ayoinft  the  enemies  af  their 

fiats  ft  fiif  ftaic  of  warfare,  lo* — iB. 
Defira  their  prayers  fir  Mmfeif,  *&>  *** 
And  taxtfodiS  bis  tfiftk  with  an  ncconm  of 
the  reafiat  cf  ins  fending  Tycbitus  to  them, 
and  with  bH  apojtoLc  tacdiflin%  i*^*v 
p-  411* 


2  The  Preface  to  the  Firjl  Epifils  to  the  CoRINTHUNS, 

preaching  it  ;  luxury,  uiiclcanntfa,  covetoufnefs,  and  litigious  law- 
iiuts  out  with  another  \  abufes  of  their  Chriltian  liberty;  communion 
with  idolaters  in  eating  of  their  facrifices  ;  great  irregularities  in  their 
religious  aflVmblies,  and  particularly  in  celebrating  the  Lord’s  (upper; 
priding  themfelves  in  their  riches,  learning)  and  fpiritual  gifts ;  in¬ 
dulging  an  uncharitable  temper)  and  denying  the  important  article 
of  the  re  ftu  reel  ion  of  the  dead. 

As  there  wae  greater  riifordcrs  and  corruptions  in  this  church  than 
in  any  ether  that  the  apyftlc  wrote  to  ;  and  as  an  account  of  fame  of 
them  had  been  brought  to  him  pcrfonaffyf  h\  wicnefTes  of  undoubted 
credit)  chap ,  L  it,;  and  he  had  received  a  tetter  from  his  friends  in  that 
church,  defiring  an  anfwer  to  fev,eral  queftions  relating  to  others  of 
them,  (fee  the  note  on  chap,  vii,  I*)  he  took  occafiort,  about  two  or 
three  years  after  he  had  left  them,  to  fend  this  epifUe  from  Ephefust 
os  is  generally,  and  1  think  jultly,  concluded  from  chap .  xvi.  6,  19, 
and  not  from  Philippi  f  as  the  poltfcripr,  added  by  latter  ages,  would 
have  it,  *Sce  the  note  on  chip,  xvi.  8* 

The  connection  and  fern  (merits*  in  feveral  parts  of  this  epiftle,  arc 
much  more  difficult  and  obfeure  than  I  imagined,  till  I  came  clofdy 
to  confider  it ;  but  this  I  take  to  be  chiefly  owing  to  our  unacquaint* 
ednefs  with  the  ftate  of  things  in  that  church,  and  the  reprefautation 
that  had  been  made  of  it  to  the  apolUe,  by  word  of  mouth,  and  by 
letter,  which  he  all  along  keeps  in  view,  and  replies  to  ;  and  which, 
were  tt  before  us,  would  donhtlefs  call  a  clear  and  obvious  light  upon 
tbs  whole  :  But  it  is  plain,  from  many  p adages,  that  its  great  defign 
was  to  correfl  irregularities  which  had  crept  in  among  them*  Hence 
the  apoftle  fees  himfdf,  in  the  former  part  of  the  epKUe  to  the  end 
of  chap,  yu  to  take  off  the  invidious  afperfions  that  h;ul  been  call  up¬ 
on  his  chaiaftcr;  to  cfUblilh  his  a  polio!  ic  authority;  to  expofe  the 
prefumptuous  pretences  of  t be  faKe  teachers,  and  bring  thole  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  off  from  them  that  had  erpoufad  their  party;  to 
infill  on  an  excommunication  of  the  inccftuoufi  perfcii,  and  on  the 
preservation  of  the  purity  of  the  church  ;  and  to  cure  the  fchifms 
and  defaults  that  were  made  in  it,  and  unite  all  its  members  in  the 
faith,  love,  and  holinefs  of  the  gofpeh  And  in  the  latter  part  from 
chap.  vii.  to  the  end  of  the  epilUe,  he  anfwers  the  quefttons  that  had 
been  fain  to  him  ;  and  gives  fuch  dir e£l ions  with  reference  thereunto 
as  he  knew  to  oc  moll  needful  for  them  ;  Hill  carrying  on  his  main 
view  again!!  his  chief  enemies  and  all  their  adherents:  And  con¬ 
cludes  the  whole  with  friendly  admonitions,  and  fal  matrons  in  the 
Lord. 


CHAP* 


Ch.i. 


The  Firji  Epiflle  to  tie  CorintRTAKs  paraphrased. 
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CHAP.  L 

The  apojile  Paul  prefaces  this  Epiflle  with  an  ajferticn  of  hi ix  a poftolic 
authority ;  a  falutatkn  of  the  church  at  Corinth ;  and  a  congratu¬ 
lation  on  account  of  their  converfum.  and  the  gifti  beflowed  upon 
them,  i> — 10.  Exhorts  them  to  brotherly  (o vc,  and  reproves  them 
for  the  divif.ons  which  he  had  heard  were  among  them ,  I  f,— 1 6. 
Afferts  and  vindicates  the  do&rine  of  a  crucified  Saviour,  and  his  own 
plain  way  of  preaching  it,  as  a  fundamental  article  of  the  Chrifium 
faith ,  and  as  admirably  calculated  to  advance  the  glory  of  Cod,  and 
humble  the  creature  before  him t  17, — 31. 


PAUL  called 

t<i  be  an  apo- 
(tlc  of  Jcfus 
Chrift*  t  trough 
1  he  will  of  God, 
and  SofthcQCS  VUf 
brother. 


Paraphrase. 

I  PAUL.}  who  have  not  thruft  myfnrlf  into  office* 
but  was  called  immediately  by  Jefus  Chrift  hiro- 
felf  *  to  be  one  of  his  apoflles,  (fee  the  note  on  Rom, 
i.  x*)  according  to  the  mere  good  pleafiire  and  eternal 
choice  of  God  the  Father  f,  even  I  am  the  infpired 
writer  of  this  epiflle  ;  and  Scfihenesf  a  dear  and  faith¬ 
ful  brother  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  work  of  the  mini* 


1  Unto  the 
church  of  God 
v-hich  ti  at  Co¬ 
rinth  >  to  them 
that  are  ft o£H fieri 
iu  Chiift  TeiK 


ftry,  though  not  in  the  apoftkfhip,  throughly  approver 
of  it*  and  joins  with  me  in  it, 

2  We  fend  the  moft  affcAionatc  Captations  to  the 
fociety  of  believers  at  Corhn \h7  the  metropolis  of 
Achniat  which  being  incorporated,  by  mutual  confenr. 
For  the  celebration  of  all  divine  ordinances,  according 
to  ChrifUs  appointment,  is  a  particular  church  of  God's 
own  inftitutiou,  in  which  he  dwells,  as  in  his  holy 
temple;  I  mean  them  who,  being  in  church  commu¬ 
nion,  are  fuppofed,  in  the  judgment  of  charity,  to 

have 


N  O 

*  Tot  apoftle  P^/,  in  the  Infcriptwo  and 
preface  of  moll  of  his  F.pUtUs,  rot  only 
rnsutloits  bis  own  oime,  but  a  (left?  Ilk  apo- 
ffolic  office;  and  it  was  the  nitJiCF  needful 
ttat  he  IhouiJ  do  this*  in  his  qiiftle  to  the 

CirinthiGHt ;  betel]  fe  £>  me  among  them  had 
d;fputcdT  depreciated*  and  denied  his  autho¬ 
rity  :  And  as,  in  fcvtra!  othyr  epidles,  be 
ailbtui-tes  Timothy  with  himfelf,  not  as  join¬ 
ing  with  him  m  farming  thofc  cpiliJcs*  but  in 
the  IhlnucioA ;  and  as  entirely  concurring 
ufch  him  in  fentfmem  and  deficit :  So  he 
licre  mcnlion*  SsJIhtus  in  like  manner.  that 
he  miijht  the  bclcrr  recommend  and  in  force 
this  ejdftlc  to  the  Jit  wifi  converts  at  Ctrhtih^ 
on  account  of  his  acceptable  character  and  re¬ 
putation  among  them  ;  he  having  been  for¬ 
merly,  as  I  tahek,  a  ruler  in  nnu  of  their 
fyna^oguec.  (Seethe  note  on  Alts  xviii.  17.) 
iii'it  imoiediatdr  after  the  ft  fatten,  asd  in 


’  E  S* 

fcmal  other  p’fh  of  the  epTftle,  the  apoflfc 
fpeaka  of  h  Lintel:  in  cbe  ftttjrttMr  muttl?cr,  10 

intimate  l  hat  be  ulmie  osimnnftd  it,  under  di- 

yrlttc  iurpvr^tion,  as  an  apolHe  of  Chrift.  The 
like  vniy  he,  more  or  Itft,  fibicrvcd  in  dJ  ;hs 
epi  files  tlut  begin  with  Patti*  x  and  TiiiidhT* 
names* 

f  Since  the  apoftlc  well  kner,  that  all 
things  whatsoever  were  either  perml-red  arid 
ovei^i liled t  nr  effected  by  the  will  and  provi¬ 
dence  of  Cud;  we  imiit  fnppoic  that  he 
meant  frame* hirtg extraordinary  ^  when  he  fpe^k* 
of  hij  fcdrfg  c^iVrii  t't  tht  apcflhfilp  /■*  Mr  wtH 
ef  Cad^  and  lays  fu  greit  a  ft  1  eft  upyn  :r*  as 
he  dot!!  here,  and  x  Efijl  !.  t.  Ffl\  i,  1. 
CW.  i,  t<  and  x  Tim *  t*  1.  And  he  tl  eiri™ 
(turns  refer  to  what  Aesipxs  ftid,  when  ho 
him!  {Afh  v?fiii  14,  j,,)  that  ih  G^daf 
Ms  hsd  r h;\n  hint  h  £&w  wl;^  cni 

ft f  tie  73/  Or,:,  ft.,-. 

X 


4  The  Tirjl  EpifiU  to  the  Cor.imt.hian$  paraphrafcd.  Ch«  F. 


C-lllcd  ffl  £cffT71>5, 
with  all  that  in 
every  p].*oc  call 
rpen  the  n;tmc  of 

Jd us  Chi-tit  our 
I.otJ,  both  tbetn 
and  ours. 


5  Grart  j'r  mx- 
to  ymt,  and  j^ce 
from  f/Ind  b  :> 

rher,  ind 
LonljcfusChrifh 


4  I  tharSc  i*»y 
God  on 

yonr  Ik^hIL.  t'-r 
the  grace  of  Hod 

u-hidt 


have  been  fet  apart  for  himfdf  *,  by  his  fpecia]  choice 
of  them  in  Chrifi  Jdfm,  as  their  Head,  bzjon:  the  fwn* 
dation  cf  the  oiorA/,  (Epb-  i*  4-) ;  and  who,  in  coi^fc- 
quence  of  this,  are  externally  called  by  the  gofpel, 
and,  as  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  are  internally  and  vffica- 
cioufly  called,  by  the  fperial  operation  of  the  Spirit,  . 
to  be  an  holy  people,  both  in  heart  and  life;  and  fo 
are  properly  denominated  faints,  (hamw  And, 

wirh  the  members  of  that  particular  church,  we  in¬ 
clude  all  in  their  neighbourhood,  and  in  every  place 
whaifoever,  to  whom  thefe  preterits  may  come ;  am! 
who  in  tcilimony  of  their  being  real  Chriftians,  re- 
ligioufly  invoke  the  name  of  our  Lord  Tefus  Chrift,  as 
the  object  of  their  faith,  worlhip,  and  obedience,  and 
as  the  great  and  only  Mediator  between  God  and  man ; 

I  fry  our  Lordy  becaute  be  is,  for  all  favmg  puipotes, 
as  much  their  Lord  as  he  is  ours,  who  addreL  this 
epiltle  to  them* 

3  May  all  the  riches  of  divine  love  and  favour,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  the  bleffed  fruits  thereof  in  a  work  of 
grace  ;  and  may  reconciliation  with  God,  Peace  in  your 
own  fouls*  and  among  yourfclves,  together  with  all  de¬ 
ferable  profperity,  be  abundantly  multiplied  to  all,  and 
every  one  of  you,  from  God  the  Father,  as  the  origi¬ 
nal  fpring  of  all,  bieffings;  and  from  Jefus  Chrift,  as 
the  only  Peace-Maker,  by  the  merit -of  his  blood,  and 
the  Author  and  Giver  of  the  benefits  of  his  pure  hate, 
in  an  infcp.irab]e  conjunction  with  the  Father! 

4  I  heartily  congratulate  you",  and  blefs  the  God  of 
all  grace,  even  my  God,  in  every  remembrance  of  you, 
on  account  of  the  free  favour  of  God  toward  yon,  as 
that  appears  in  the  gifts  and  graces  of  his  Spirit  f, 

which 


NOT 

*  At  [utfiipt'd  larnciim ca  fignitKS  fet  apart. 
the  lint*:  *>n  mJ  a  a  X*  36*)  ik  j,  larher  than 
Jthrufj  M rt  irtMi  r.O  he  tllC  JCttfb  of  lllC 
wrd  here,  and  m  JhJ.  vtr.  1*  h^iife  it  IS 
fpoken  of  in  both  theft  places,  m  uhai  wa, 
done  h j  Cod  the  I'aiher  \n Cltrift,  before*, he 
per  ft  n  *  m  c  n  c  ic  n  ed.  w  ere  called  fa  be feu;H,  a  nd 
indUtinflionfuiU  it*  This  preserve;  a  difference 
between  fo^ifed  hr  C&rij*  Jtfoty  and  called  to 
bffoh ;t$,  which  would  ot  Ik  r  wife  he  much  the. 

lame  thin ^  t  Aru\  this  makes  i  he  idea*  more 
confbnant  to  the  inscriptions  and  mtimati«ns 
which  this  apoftJc  prefixes  to  fevcolof  his 
other  EpifHfi:  where  he  (peaks  of  bdictcn, 
Jfcfovcd  ef  God,  a  ad  called  to  le  foinUy 
(  Rom*  i.  7  )  as  ehfen  in  Chrifi  before  ibe  fo&u- 
fall bn  »f  thr  that  they  rmght  be  holy, 

(Hph,  i.  4*)  and  as  periods  in  whom  there 
wsrc  ^pjwrtju  tokcaa  of  rheir  cleftion  of  Gad, 


E  S. 

from  the  efficacy  of  the  gofpd  ttpoe  them, 
( 1  Tbejf.  L  j*  4,  j*)  And  th*  apoftU  Peter 
dirrfh  his  firft  eplltlc*  (ckap.  i,  1.)  toiftr 
eU8y  atcardtxg  la  the  fortknmUd^t  of  Gad  the 
Father,  throttgb  JhjtihjtaUistt  of  tne  Spirit,  end 
belief  of  the  truth* 

f  It  can  fcaree  be  thought  'bat  fhcapoftlc 
Aloiild  fo  abundantly  blcfi  God  for  the  Spiri¬ 
tual  gifts  iidlowed  on  die  CorintbUns,  unkfi 
there  were  good  grounds  to  hope*  in  the 
judgment  of  charity*  that  great  number?  of 
them,  which  gave  the  denomination  to  the 
whole*  woe  alft  partaker*  «f  fpectal  grace* 
to  their  own  falvation  :  And  therefore,  ns 
the  expreftioBS  will  hear  it.  The  grace  of  Gti 
given  10  them,  and  thetr  being  enriched  in  eve* 
rythtAg,  tnaybsconfideicdastCrkensofGod^ 
peculiar  favoor  to  t Kernel ves,  tt  well  as  Ws 
gift^  tO  ^da-lify  them  to  be  ufeful  to  others* 

T/iri 


ch.  i. 

h 

niiich  is 
vmi  by 
Orift  J 


tphrafig*. 


5 


given 

Jefds 


j  That  in  eye- 
ry  thing  ye  are 
(.nrithed  by  him, 
i:>  dl  uttentticcv 
and  all  know^ 
fcJge, 


6  Even  as  the 

trftiTimny  of 
Chrifl  uras  eon- 

fu  aitd  i  n  you. 


y  So  that  tc 
ton'e  behind  in 


*  #■  * 
ft 


waftlftn 


no  gi 

;':>r  the  coming «>f 
*Air  hi;id  Jcius 

Ottiii : 


8  Wholh^UU 
**  confirm  ywl 
into  the  end,  tkttf 
'<  &ai  be  blaw- 

Icts 


which  he  has  beftowed  upon  you,  through  Jefus  Chrift, 
as  the  great  Mediator*  in  whom  (  ■h  ^  )  he  Iod1c9 

upon  you,  and  deals  with  you,  as  his  peculiar  favour* 
ires ;  and  by  whom  his  love  is  freely  maniiefted  and 
communicated  to  you,  and  its  happy  excels  are  pur- 
chafed  for  you.  I  cannot  but  hope  this  concerning  you 
in  general. 

5  Becnufe  {"J)  ye  are  not  only  enriched  viih  grace* 
for  the  falvation  of  your  own  fouls  by  Jefus  Chrift,  the 
Head  of  the  church ;  hut  many  of  you  are  alfo  plenti¬ 
fully  fumiftied  with  fuch  fpiihuai  gifrs,  as  render  you 
capable  of  fpeaking,  with  freedom  and  fluency,  to  the 
edification  of  others;  and  are  abundantly  filled  with 
ail  necefiary  knowledge  *  of  the  fumhrnemal  doftrines 
of  the  gofptij  relating  to  a  crucified  Saviour,  that  ye 
might  fet  them  forth  in  a  jttfl  light*  as  the  truth  i$  in 
Jefus. 

6  Even  as  the  witnefs,  which  was  given  to  him,  and 
from  him,  by  his  apoftles*  was  proved  and  eftablifhed, 
with  the  high  eft  demonftratinns,  in  your  own  mind  and 
coufcienccs,  when  the  goff  cl  came  to  you^  at  the  firfl  in 
your  converfson1  net  it i  word  ord\\  bid  in  power ,  and 
in  the  Holy  Ghqft,  and  in  much  ajfurancc ;  and  effectually 
worked  in  pu  that  believe*  (r  TbefT.  i,  5.  and  ii.  13  ) 

7  So  that  ye  are  not  remarkably  defeciivr  in  any  fpi- 

ritual  gift,  that  is.  requifitc  for  your  own  and  others 
edification  ;  nor  are  ye  inferior  therein  to  any  of  the 
churches,  while  ye,  together  with  them,  are  locking, 
longing,  praying,  preparing,  and  patiently  waiting, 
with  faith  and  hope,  for  the  revelation  of 

our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  from  heaven,  vjko  will  come  to  he 

glorified  in  his  faults*  and  to  be  admired  in  all  them  that 
believe  (aTtulT  i*  10,} 

8  Who  will  Jikewife,  in  order  thereunto,  "eftablifli 
you  in  the  faith,  hope,  and  holincTs  of  the  gofpel,  by 
a  continual  fupply  of  all  further  needful  aids,  in  the 
way  of  your  du:y,  and  in  a  diligent  ufe  of  the  means 
of  his  own  appointment,  all  the  days  of  your  lives  ; 
that  ye  may  be  acquitted  from  guilt  and  coudumiation, 

3ud 


NOT 

TlV$  rrvyht  wrll  he  a  caufe  of  the  spn- 
file’s.  r:jrndnp  on  their  lidialf i  atid  it  5s  upon 

litis  charitable  jjrciiiinp'ion  tltKt  he 
vhirb  cp4ifi.tcn«  of  their  hem geonSrmtejttfo 
f an'J  mcnitmtfr  the  frrlhfulnek  f/  G+1  as 
ihv  fcoir.ty  of  it*  ver.  8,  9.  tl:c  ucic 

on  vcr.  9-) 


E  ii 

ftfrrt//,  uhom  he  fid  isthh  mr/t,  a* A  nit  f^hb 
ny  jVL  .  ilivi  lie*  fi  ii’ert'  nfA  t e  ht\rr 

nirti'-.r  vet  t;«n  are  jt  Vi  tip,  i«+  i,  a.) 

A  ml  ihcr*  fore  I  ufcv  «(/  t  ?  to  relate  i*> 

the  f|rn:  ilofiiioc  of  idli;  by'  a  cnicifinl 
Chrift,  '.vhich  Ik:  uf  ji  ^  ti^E  they  li>t 

vcoelv^,  viT*  1 n  ill's  principal 
iubjtrt  i*J‘  hi^  :r*ii*ii'Uy  thci:.,  chi^i 

h#  h  *- 
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fcft  In  the  (lav  of 
cut  Lord  Jcius 
Guilt. 


9  Got!  h  faiih- 
ul,  liy  whom  ye 
mre  railed  cin to 
the  fdktwfhlp  of 
hir  1  Son  Jefus 
Guift  our  Lor d. 


and  made  perfect  in  holinefs,  at  (he  great  day  of 
Chrift’s  appearing  ;  when  he,  who  now  keeps  you  front 
failing*  tl'H!  prc.fcut  you  fault  UfSy  before  the  pre fence  cf 
bis  glory*,  vsilh  exceeding  joy*  (Jude  v*  2j\*) 

9.  There  is  the  fureft  ground  of  confidence  concern* 
ing  this,  with  rtfpetl  to  every  one  of  you,  that  are  in 
reality  what  ye  profefs  to  be :  f  For  the  infinitely  gra¬ 
cious  and  unchangeable  God  is  faithful  and  true  to  his 
covenant ;  to  his  Son  ;  to  them  that  £r lift  ia  him  \  and 
to  his  own  good  work  in  you,  whereby  he  has  raifed 
your  hope  in  him  j  even  that  God  by  whom  ye  were 
effectually  called,  not  only  to  a  participation  of  exter¬ 
nal  privileges  and  fpirimal  gifts,  but  likewife  to  an  ho¬ 
ly  communion  with,  and  conformity  to  his  Sod  Jefos 
Chrift,  our  only  Lord  and  Saviour  j  that  yc  may  have 
an  internal  fellowfhip  with  him  in  his  merit  and  love, 

graces  holinefs,  and  joys,  in  virtue  of  your  union 
with  him. 


K  Now  1  be- 
fetch  pu,  hre 

threw ,  hy  the 

jiiint-ofonr  l-crd 
Jdu*  Curift,  th at 
yc  ail  fpcak  the 
fame  things,  ami 
tk*t  there  be  no 
divjfions  ^monjT 
you  ^  but  that  yc 
be  pjvAxlly  join¬ 
ed  together  in  rhe 
fame  mbd,  and 
in  the  kmtjudjj- 


t  j  For  it  bath 

been 


10  Now,  to  come  to  one  of  the  chief  occasions  of 

my  fending  this  epiftle,  I  earneflly  intreat  and  exhort 
you,  my  belovv-d  brethren,  by  all  the  authority  and  en¬ 
dearments,  and  by  the  folemn  profeiEon  ye  make,  of 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  our  only  Head  and  Saviour, 
of  inborn  the  whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named , 
(Epb.  iii,  ic.)  in  oppofition  to  all  the  party  names 
which  have  been  comentioufly  let  up  among  you,  {ver, 
ii,  12.)  that  every  one  of  you  would  agree  to  talk  of 
the  do£trines  of  Chrift,  juft  as  ye  received  them,  pure 
and  uncorrupted,  from  his  apofUes,  (2  Cor.  ii.  17.)  and 
that  there  be  no  fchifms  among  you,  to  the 

making  of  fa£Hons  in  the  church,  and  alienating  your 
hearts  and  affections  one  from  another,  (fee  the  note 
on  chap.  xi.  18.);  but  that  ye  be  entirely  knit,  and  re¬ 
gularly  framed  together,  as  members  of 

the  fame  body,  in  one  and  the  fame  divine  and  holy 
fentimems,  and  in  the  lame  deliberate  judgment  and 
deiijin,  (? ’*’>/**)  and  lb  may  follow  after  righUeufnrfty 
faith ,  charityt  and  peace  with  them  that  call  on  the  Lardy 
out  of  a  pure  hearty  (i  Tim.  ii.  22.) 

11  The  rcafon  of  my  lb  earneflly  recommending 
this  amiable  unity,  is  not  from  any  ungrounded  fufpi- 
cions  of  your  defects  therein  j  but  bccaufe  fome  of  our 

faithful 


Mote. 


■J*  F  Kij  no;  ^  rf  God 

can  he  conJhUred  a*  an  argument  to  jtravc 
l tint  thclc  Oir'uithifint  fLould  be  twfrmtd  to  th 4 
that  they  wnjAr  if  hfamthfi ,  woJeG 
we  dm  the  apoftls;  locked  upon  the 

[■^-sns  IjinJuu  of,  a;  jmLAers  of  Jiving 


gra«;  for  there  U  no  ptomift  to  engage 
OoiL’i  ftithrulncfi,  that  they  trbo  have  only 
fpjritual  gifi*  fhali  be  confirmed  to  the  end ; 
but  (here  are  many  projniftt  of  Uim  future 
to  true  bd«cv«s. 


Ch.  i. 


7b* 


7 


been  dtcUredonr* 
me  of’ywij  my 
brcthjra,by  them 
■v'ttfb  art  ef  tb-t 
r**tj£  of  ChloCj 
rbjuhert  arc  con~ 
tenfbas  uuoug 
you. 


b 

u  Now  this ! 
fjy,  'ha*  every 

vne  of  you  Ciith, 
1  am  of  Paul,  inH 
J  of  A]h4Ios¥  »nd 
1  of  Ccplw*,  at*d 
1  oi  CbrtJti 


i  j  T)  ChiKl  di* 
videdi  was  Paul 


etna* 


faithful  friends  of  Chios's  family  have,  to  the  grief  of  - 
my  foul,  brought  me  certain  information  concerning 
you,  whom  I  efteem  and  own  a$  my  brethren  in  the 
Lord,  and  of  whom  1  hoped  better  things,  chat  there 
are  warm  drifts,  (ipiJw)  and  uncharitable  dnTt'nfiocs 
among  you,  which  have  thrown  you  inro  fcfls  and 
parties,  under  various  heads  and  leaders,  zs  though  ye 
looked  upon  them  as  the  Lords  of  your  confciencts, 
that  have  dominion  over  your  faith* 

12  1  mean,  and  can’t  but  foiemnly  remonftrate  a- 
gaind  it,  that,  as  ye  are  generally  ranged  into  different 
denominations,  ye  call  yourfelves  hy  the  name  of  feme 
d i iti ngui filed  chief,  whom  yc  refpeclively  admire  and 
extol,  to  the  depreciating  and  contemning  of  others ; 
as  for  inflance,  to  put  the  cafe  in  the  lead  invidious 
light  I  can.  Some  of  your  Gtniih  converts  cry  up 
Pau!t  as  the  apoftlc  of  the  uncircumcifton,  and  the  in- 
ftrunitnt  of  their  conversion,  (chap,  iv  15,}  and  others 
areasfondof^pa/faj,  as  an  eloquent  and  fervent  preacher, 
{/ISis  xviii-24,25  )  who  watered  the  feed  which  Paul hid 
fown  among  you,  (chap,  hi.  6.)  and  others  of  you  that 
are  converts  from  Judaifm%  are  all  for  Peter r  as  the 
apoltic  of  the  circurnrifion ;  and  fo-ye  federally  put 

applauded  minifters  in  the  pb.ee  of  Chrift 
if  they  were  your  Lords  and  Saviours, 
fame  time  rtjcfl  others  with  fconi,  as  if 
they  were  not  to  be  regarded  at  all ;  And  others  of 
you  pretend  to  be  fo  much  for  Chrijl  alone ,  as  to  de~ 
fpife  ail  means  and  hrfirumentu  even  his  apo files  and 
moll  eminent  fervants  themfclvea,  together  with  his 
word  and  ordinances,  as  difpenfed  hy  thvm ;  ami  to 
be  fo  immediately  under  the  teachings  of  his  Spirit,  ad 
to  need  no  other  inflru£kor* 

1 3  But,  to  convince  you  of  ihe  umcafonablenefa 
and  abfurdity  of  all  this,  let  me  fir  ft  alk  ihufc  of  you, 
that  pretend  to  be  fo  much  for  Chrijl^  as  to  he  above  all 
gofpel  miniftratioTis  and  ordinances,  Is  the  perfon 
Chrift  to  be  feparated  from  his  offices ,  or  his  offices 
from  his  way  of  executing  them  by  the  miniflry  of  his 
fer rants  ?  Is  he  divided  from  Pauly  ApoUos%  qv  Cephas  9 
or  any  other  of  his  faithful  mini  hers,  whom  he  has 
promised  to  be  with  to  the  end  of  the  world  1  Ate  they 
not  all  em harked  in  the  fame  glorious  caufe  of  Omit  ? 
and  don’t  they  all  preach  by  his  authority,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  will,  as  the  Head  and  Saviour  of  the  whole 
church  r  Or  arc  his  gracious  communications,  by  the 

Spirit 


your  own 

himfelf, 
and  at  the 
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for  you? 
or  we*t  yt  bap¬ 
tized  in  ihc  name 
of  J'anl  ? 


14  F thank  God, 
(har  I  baptized 
none  of  you,  but 
Crirpus  and 
Giiins : 


1  f  Left  any 
ftvnild  fay  that  I 

Jwd  baptized  in 

mine  ovo  name* 

■ 


itf  And  t  Mp* 

tized 


Spirit,  t q  be  fcparated  from  the  meant  of  bis  own  ap- 
poimment  for  conveying  them  ?  Is  not  a  whole  Chrift, 
in  every  view  of  him,  to  bp  received  according  to  the 
revelation  he  has  made  of  himfclf  by  any  of  bis  fer* 
vants  to  you  ?  And  permit  me  to  alk  tbofe  of  you, 
that  let  up  one  or  another  minifter  as  your  Head,  in- 
Head  of  Chrift|  and  run  down  all  others.  Is  Patti  to  be 
extolled  by  one  party,  Jpofhs  by  another,  and  Peter  by 
a  third,  in  rbe  It  a  ft  competition  with  Chrift  ?  I  would, 
to  prevent  envy,  ex  populate  this  cafe  a  little  with  you, 
as  to  myfclf?  Did  Paul  die  to  make  atonement  for 
your  (ins?  Or  were  ye  baptized  by  the  authority,  and 
into  the  faith,  worth  ip,  and  obedience  of  Paul7  that 
ye  (hotdd  be  difciplcs  to  him,  and  dedicated  to  his  fer- 
vice  ?  Or  were  ye  not  therein  confjgned  over  to  the 
Lord  Jefus  himfclf,  as  being  baptized  in  bis  name? 

14  For  my  own  part,  fince  fuch  faftions  are  formed 
among  you,  to  the  di (honour  of  Cbrift’s  name,  I  eflrem 
it  a  hind  difpofal  of  Providence,  and  heartily  blefs 
God  for  irf  that  though  I  planted  the  church  at  Corinth* 
as  the  inftrument  of  their  CDnvcrfion,  (chap*m*  6,—  io.) 
yer  1  adminiftered  the  ordinance  of  bnptifm,  with  mine 
own  bands,  to  none  of  them,  except  two  perfons  of 
note  ;  cne  was  Crifpui%  the  chief  ruler  of  a  JtwiJb  fy- 
nagogue  in  your  city,  {Afls  xviii*  8*)  which  (hews  that 
I  am  no  party  man  for  the  Gentiles^  in  oppofmon  to  the 
Jews;  and  the  other  was  the  JiofpirabJe  well-known 
Gains*  (See  the  note  on  Ram*  xvi*  33.) 

15  I  refleft  with  great  pleafurc  and  tbankfulnefs  to 
God,  on  this  circumftance  of  my  miniftrarions  among 
you;  left,  had  I  perfonally  baptized  any  confiderable 
number  of  you,  and  particularly  of  thofe  who  now,  full 
fore  againft  my  will,  make  me  the  head  of  their  party, 
any  (hould  have  taken  occafion  from  thence  to  fuggeft, 
that  I  had  fet  up  myfclf,  a  fled  by  mine  own  authority, 
and  bound  them  by  that  ordinance  to  acknowledge  me 
for  their  Matter  and  Lord*  A  thought  which  I  utterly 
deleft,  how  much  foever  £bme  of  your  new  favourite 
teachers  may  aim  at  fuch  a  ch  a  rafter,  and  glory  in  their 
dominion  over  your  faith  and  consciences, 

16  But,  (*)  upon  farther  recolieftion  %  I  mud  add, 

1  that 


NOTE*  . 

*  A Si  the  iipofHc  nut,  like  tmr  Lord*  sin  need  of  his  being  vndcr  immediate  infpi- 
at  all  times*  inH  in  a.JI  cafes,  u::der  infallible  ration  In  reciting  it.  But  fince  he  ezvc  no* 
infiijcncc,  he  intimates  that  Ivc  mentioned  ttce  that  he  fpukc  this  Kardy  upon  his  own 
ihcfe  I1130H  hi* own  memory;  mxd  as  it  memory;  and  (tncfj  as  many  think,  ho 
Ijttlc  moment,  whether  he  were  erit^  (chap,  vr*  n,  1$ *)  carefully  diftiRgui(h«l 
c^iiy  Ckafl  in  the  precise  mimher  of  tbofe  what  he  r rrrivrJ  &/  lift  from  vhat  he 

Whom  he  had  perfooaliy  i  apiized,  there  vras  delivered  u  his  ewe  vptt  hgd cS 
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tittd  life  the 
houlbold  of  Ste¬ 
phanas:  befides  I 
know  not  whether 
T  baptized  any  o- 
:hcr. 


it  For  Chrift 

lent  me  not  to 
baptize,  but  to 
preach  tbo 
pel ;  not  with 
wiftknn  of  words, 
left  the  erofs  of 
Chrift  toon  Id  be 
jp  ule  of  none  cf- 


r®  For  the 
preaching  of  the 
trail  is  ra  them 

(hat 


that  I  did  alfo  baptize  f  the  family  of  SUphatta$%  which 
were  the  fir  ft  fruits  of  Jchaia%  (chap,  xvi-  15.)  Befides 
thefe,  and  the  two  before- mentioned,  I  don’t  remem* 
her  that  I  ever  baptized  ,  at  Corinth^  any  other  peifon 
whatfoever. 

17  Kor  though  baptizing  is  included  in  the  powers 
with  which  I  am  intruded,  {Matth,  xxviiu  19.)  yet  the 
principal  office,  for  which  Chrift  qualified  and  com* 
mifboned  me,  as  anapoftie,  was  not  tofpend  my  time 
in  that  fort  of  fervietr,  which  might  as  well  be  per* 
formed  by  an  ordinary  mmifler  j  but  it  was  to  publifh 
the  glad  tidings  of  iaivatjon,  through  him,  as  a  Re¬ 
deemer,  in  all  its  rxtent  and  glory,  where-ever  I  come, 
according  to  what  is  made  known  by  revelation  to  me; 
And,  even  in  dtfeharging  this  moll  important  part  of 
my  com  million,  I  do  it  in  fuck  a  manner,  as  (hews  that 
I  have  no  aim  at  ft t ring  up  myfelf;  or  of  recommend* 
ing  the  gofrel,  by  dreffing  it  out  with  human  elo¬ 
quence,  and  flowers  of  rhetoric  ;  or  by  endeavouring 
to  adjuft  it  to  the  maxims  of  philofophy,  or  to  the  cor¬ 
rupt  notions  of  high  pretenders  to  reafon  and  learning: 
No,  1  have  (tudioufly  avoided  every  thing  of  that  kind, 
left  the  native  majefty,  fimpltcity,  and  glory  of  tbe 
d  oft  rule  of  3  crucified  Saviour,  (hould  be  debated,  and 
tarmfhed  by  fitch  pompous  artificial  colours,  3$  arc  dif¬ 
ag  re  cable  to  its  humbling  nature  and  defign  ;  and  left 
irs  efficacy  fnuuld  be  defeated,  either  by  God's  being  dif- 
pleaftd  at  this  uufuitabie  fray  of  preaching  if,  and  To 
with- holding  his  blcfling  from  it  j  or  by  a  vain  conceit, 
as  though  its  fuccefs  depends,  not  on  its  own  naked 
undifguifed  evidence  and  authority,  attended  with  a 
divine  power  in  the  heart  and  confcience,  but  on  the 
oratorical  and  pcrfiuGve  arts  of  him  that  difpenfes  if* 

18  For  the  plain  preaching  of  falvation  through  that 
JefuS,  who  died  an  ignominious  death,  and  bore  our 
fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree,  that  we.  might  live 
for  ever,  is  To  far  from  comporting  with  the  precoiu 

ceived 


NOTES* 

twirl  *ttr<}  to  bt  frithfvU  iii  letting  us  km*#  therefore  frems  that  the  httifhold  of  Sttfhy- 
when  he  was,,  and  when  he  yoi  irfpirrd,  run  were  baptized,  not  on  the  fool  ol  God’s 
in  nhat  he  wri.-ic;  we  m;y  Safely  c-^vcjum  with  believers  and  their  tfJ,  as  *e 

[hat  whenever  he  give  no  hi  eh  iuurr.arion  or  are  natural  I  jr  led  to  nafltt'ltaud  it*  when  hop- 
lUftinfttan,  wlrdi  he  laid  was  l>y  divine  au-  tiding  perfons  and  their  nr  all  ;zartf 

thorny  and  inhrrrutloii^  which  extended  to  is  mentioned  together;  but  that  the  family  of 
all  tbe  truths  tvf  the  gofpel  that  he  w.is  to  AVtpktm  were  all  adult  he liere rs*  and  were 
cieiivtr  10  the  church But  fee  the  n^U  cn  bn  pitted  upon  their  cwn  peribnal  pr>-frtfifln 
chap,  vii*  10.  of  lakh  in  Chrift,.  Accordingly  this  hwsf* 

+  This  I9  the  orly  pbee,  a*  far  as  I  find,  hold,  or  houfc  of  Stephen jr,  arc  fpolcii  <  f, 
in  all  the  New  Teftjnien\  th  t  fynks  of  (ebap.  xvi  JJ_)  as  ibi  ttril-fru'iis  c/ y^ui-T, 
ieyrizFirjf  /irf  with-  tu  auv  notice  ti-  and  a\  hjvinit  jvdf&rf  tfctjijeives  to  ZL ( 

kcil  oi  Uiptitinff  the  IiCkd  the  frjiiiiy.  It  vf  the  fiiitfi* 
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that  perifli  fool* 
ifhoefs:  butantu 
ux  wIt:£K  arc  dir* 
d  itu  the  power 
ot  CJwL 


vp  "For  k  it 
written,  I  will 
dertrey  the  wif- 

doffl  of  the  «ifct 
and  will  bring  to 
nothing  the  uo- 
deritaDdiDgof  Lbc 
prudent. 


is  Where  is 
the  *ife  ?  where 
is  the  bribe  ? 

where 


ceived  opinions  of  natural  men  ;  that,  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  indeed  (^:i)  all  folly,  abfurdiry,  and  defpicable 
nonfenCe,  in  the  account  of  them  that  are  in  a  loft  and 
perilling  flate,  in  the  way  to  endlefs  perdition  j  and 
that  living  and  dying  in  unbelief,  mull  penfh  eternally 
for  their  rejefting  it ;  But  to  us,  whofe  eyes  are  fpiri- 
tnally  enlightened,  and  who  are  brought  into  a  ftatc  of 
filiation  through  faith  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  (hall 
be  effectually  delivered  from  the  wrath  to  come,  and 
advanced  to  heavenly  glory  by  him  ;  this  defpifed  doc¬ 
trine  appears  to  us  to  be  every  way  worthy  of  God,  as 
the  divine  power  iVas  illuftrtoufly  manifefted  in  ftrength- 
ening  and  upholding  the  Saviour  under  all  his  atoning 
fufferings,  and  in  railing  him  from  the  dead  ;  in  at¬ 
tending  the  naked  preaching  of  thefe  great  truths,  wiih 
victorious  energy  upon  our  fouls,  to  captivate  us  to  the 
obedience  of  Chritt  s  and  in  making  them  an  effectual 
means,  in  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  Spiiit,  to  relieve 
us  under  all  our  weaknefles  and  difeourage  merits,  and 
to  carry  us  through  all  oppofition  and  danger,  from 
within  anti  from  without,  to  the  inheritance  of  them 
that  are  fanflUied,  ( A3 s  xx.  3  z.) 

19  This  is  a  fcheme  far  fuperior,  and  even  puzzling 
and  confounding,  to  all  the  learning  of  this  world  ;  ac¬ 
cording  to  what  is  recorded  of  the  wife  men  among  the 
Jews  in  former  ages,  and  is  applicable  to  the  prefe  nt 
difpen fation,  {lfa*  xxii,  (4.)  where  God  fays,  I  will 
defeat  the  contrivances  of  the  nioft  knowing  and  fuga¬ 
cious  men  ;  and  will  quite  baffle  and  difap point  the  in¬ 
ventions  and  notions  of  the  mol  learned  and  rational 
of  mankind,  by  rendering  them  ail  imiFefluaJ  to  fal- 
vation,  and  by  bringing  in  another  method  of  obtain¬ 
ing  it,  directly  contrary  to  what  they  would  have  ima¬ 
gined  ■ 

20  This  is  fo  amazingly  verified  and  demon (1  rated, 

in  God’s  way  of  giving  life  to  guilty  and  dead  linnets 
by  his  crucified  Son,  that,  according  to^  the  challenge 
made  in  another  part  of  Old  Teftarifttat  prophecy, 
(Jfd.  xxxiiL  18.)  we  may  fummon  alt  the  men  of  pride, 
and  of  fame  for  wifdom  and  fcience,  among  both  Jews 
and  Gentileij  and  fay,  Where  is  the  learned  philofo* 
pher  among  the  Greeks*  who  boafts  of  his  wifdom,  as 
fuperior  to  all  that  is  known  in  other  nations  ?  Where 
is  the  feribe,  or  learned  man  and  ruler  among  ;he 
JevtSj  who  makes  the  higheft  pretences  to  knowledge 
and  judicial  power,  with  refpeft  to  the  and 

the  traditions  of  the  elders?  Where  is  the  man,  be  he 
jevt  or  Gcntil*)  who  delights  fpeculatioa  and  con- 

troverfy 
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if 


where  is  the  dif- 
pmcf  of  this 
woiJd  l  hath  not 
God  made  fool- 
ifli  the  wiftkun  of 
UiLj  world  i 


For  afrrr 
iha,  in  thewif- 
;lom  of  God,  the 
world  by  wSidom 
knew  \+ot  Did,  it 
plcaH  God  by 
the  foolilhncfs  of 
y reaching  to  kiv't 
them  that  bs> 


ixv 


*  t 


*1  For  tke  Jews 
require 


troverfy,  and  takes  a  .great  deal  of  pride  in differing* 
either  about  queftions  of  the  la"w,  or  about  jtbe  nature 
and  rejfom  of  things?  Let  either,  or  all  of  thefr, 

produce  their  fchemes  ;  and  fee  whether  there  be  fuch 
a  fu re  foundation  for  a  Boner's  hope  toward  God  in  any 
of  them,  as'the  golpel  difeovers,  and  the  believer  finds, 
in  the  propitiatory  death  and  facrifice  of  Chrift*  And 
what  is  become  Of  perfons  of  thefc  chara&ers  who 
were  famous  in  their  day  ?  Gouhl  all  their  darling  no¬ 
tions  fave  them  ia  the  eternal  ftate  they  are  gone  to  ? 
Has  not  God:  put  a  difgrace  upon  all  the  wifdom  of  the 
nien  of  this  world,  am)  fliewu  their  fehemes,  for  ap* 
pealing  the  offended  Iieity,  and  reconciling  guilty  fia- 
tiers  to  him,  to  he  Tain,  foolifh,  and  ineffectual  ?  What 
have  they  been  able  to  fix  upon,  after  all  their  attempts 
of  this  fort,  that  their  con  faience?  could  reft  in,  and 
and  be  farisned  'with  ?  Or  could  any  of  them  ever  hive 
hit  upon  this  wonderful  difeovery,  which  God  has 
made  in  the  Gofpel,  for  the  pardon  and  fa  Ivan  on  of  loft 
farmers  hy  Jcfus  Cbrift  ?  No,  far  from  it: 

21  For  fince  (cr«Jny'*f)  it  was  ordered,  in  the  wife 
difpofals  of  the  holy  God,  that  by  the  difplays  which 
are  made  of  his  infinite  wifdom,  and  orher  perfections, 
in  the  works  of  creation  and  providence  and  in  the 
notices  he  gave  of  bimfelf  under  former  difpenfations, 
the  men  of  this  world,  by  all  their  own  observations 
and  rtf!e£lions  upon  them,  or  by  their  pretended  wif¬ 
dom  in  the  exercife  of  their  rational  faculties,  did  not 
attain  to  fuch  >a  knowledge  of  God,  as  might  lead  them 
into  juft  and  fatlsfving  fenriments  about  the  way  of 
their  isl  virion  j  It  then  pleafed  God,  of  his  own  mere 
grace,  dearly  to  introduce  another  fcheme,  which  they 
never  thought  of,  and  which,  in  the  account  of  unbe¬ 
lievers,  that  periih,  is  foolilhnefs,  (ver*  18*)  and  that 
is  the  plain  preaching  of  a  crucified  Chrift,  and  of  the 
way  of  life  and  happinefs  alone  through  him,  which 
God  mikes  eilcctuai  to  the  falvation  of  all  thofe,  who 

by  faith  receive  him* 

22  For,  to  (hew  what  contempt  both  Jews  and 
Gentiles*  through  the  depravity  of  nature,  call  on  this 
fort  of  preaching  even  the  carnal  Jews  tbcmfelvts, 

who 


NOTES 

*  Since  the  apoftb  keeps  bis  eye  upon  both 

Zr»j  and  GextiUs  in  trie  prtcoliny  and  ft4* 

'Mng  series,  it  ieems  mfideiiMfruoivsta  u*i- 


-  T  ^ 

derOand  hi.mt  ai  dn;xi£  fr  in  rh:s  vnJl'j  nod 
therefore  l  have  hi  the  r.otkvh*  thit 

God  has  given  of  hi/iifoif  umr-r  IcH'^'er  dii- 
pen  frtious,  a*  wcii  in  the  tvorfw  of  Ci'eAUon 

and  providence* 


f  As  rhe  words  yap)  may  jtifHy  he 

rendered  J-V  ?ue«,  cv  F^tvUh^  i  havejjiwi 
them  an  anAverubte  turn  in  the  pataphrafr, 
tvhich,  J  think,  rmkrj  a  much  betief  and 
toiler  c<>nr:c:^ior*  of  this  verfe  with  the  tent, 
ihi:si  if,  with  Mr  Lvc&or  Dr  JT&'fy,  nee  were \o 
tranJlate  them,  S:*.  £z  a  or  S}t:<c  $cfb :  Fur 
i  uwu  tlwc,  accord to  this  eoolhuclion,  I 

"  don't 
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inquire  align,  and 
the  Greek*  fe*k 
after  vikjom : 


j^Butvepmrh 
Chrut  ctmifictl, 
unto  the  jcwi  a 
{tumbling  block, 
and  unto  the 
Crctkt  tooltt  - 
fiefs ; 


14  But  DFU° 

them  which  atc 
called,  both  Jew* 
anti  Greek  s  t  Ch  ri  (1 

lU 


who  have  been  favoured  with  the  oracles  of  God,  arc 
lo  perverfdy  obftinare,  that,  after  all  the  divine  con¬ 
firmations,  which  have  been  given  of  the  gofpe),  by 
evident  accomplifhments  of  many  antieut  prophecies 
of  the  Meffiah  in  our  Jefus,  and,  by  various  undoubt* 
ed  miracles,  they  unreaforably  infift  on  having  fome 
further  and  more  immediate  Ggn  from  heaven,  juft  in 
their  own  way,  and  according  to  their  own  humour,  to 
make  them  believe  it,  [M&tth* xii*  38.  and  Lukexu  i6,) 
And  the  learned  among  the  GentileSf  fuch  as  their  ce¬ 
lebrated  Greek  philofophera,  are  fo  conceited  of  thrir 
own  abilities,  and  great  attainments  in  fcicnce,  that 
they  require  an  explication  and  demonftratbn  of  its 
grand  article,  relating  to  the  way  of  eternal  life,  thro* 
a  crucified  Jefus,  from  principles  of  natural  reafon,  to 
fatisfy  them  about  it. 

23  But  we,  who  are  intruded  with  its  mimflry,  not 
regarding  any  of  ihcfe  corrupt'  prejudices*  proclaim  a 
crucified  Chrift,  and  falvation  alone  through  him,  with 
great  pJainnefsof  fpeech  \  which  is  indeed  (,»«**«***&**) 
an  offence  to  the  Jews^  whofe  heads  are  fo  full  of 
wrong  notions  about  a  temporal  Saviour,  that  they 
cannot  tell  how  to  relifh,  or  receive  the  Redeemer 
from  fin  and  wrath,  who  appeared  among  them  in  a 
low  (fate  and  condition,  and  was  at  length  brought  to 
the  ignominious  death  of  the  crofs  ;  but  they  (tumble 
at  him,  and  fall,  to  their  own  perdition,  in  rejecting 
him:  And  oflr  doctrine  concerning  him  is  io  Hrtie 
calculated  to  footh  and  gratify  the  pride,  curioGty,  and 
cum  a  I  reafonings  of  the  G  entiles  y  cfpecially  of  the  po¬ 
liter  fort  of  them,  fuch  as  the  Greeks ,  that  they  think 
it  all  folly,  and  (tupid  non  fen  fe,  to  imagine  that  a  glo~ 
nous  life  of  immortality  and  bleflednefs,  fhould  ever 
be  brought  to  innumerable  multitudes  of  tranfgreflbrs, 
through  faith  in  the  Ihameful  death  of  one,  who  was 
publicly  condemned,  and  executed  as  a  malefactor* 

24  But  whatfoever  one  or  the  other  of  thefe  forts  o£ 
people  think  of  it,  and  how  much  foever  they  may  he 
offended  at,  or  may  defpifeand  ridicule  it ;  This  very 
doctrine  of  faWation,  through  a  crucified  Jefus  appears, 
and  approves  hfelf,  to  he  full  of  all  divine  wifdom  and 
power,  to  them  that  are  cffeftually  called,  whether  they 
be  Jew  or  Gentiles  ;  They  fee  the  infinite  ptvser  of 
God,  in  carrying  the  Redeemer  through  his  terrible 

fuffc- 


NOTE. 

don’t  fee  the  force  of  the  apoftle’s  reafnniag,  how,  BttS  v<f  preach  Chnfi  crttdficdy  an- 
nor  cao  itarce  make  fenfe  of  in  this  and  fuTrs'to  Jtntt  Uth*  or  Jixrr  atf?  the  rt* 

the  three  following  Ysrics;  nor  wodertUnd  %aire  a  a&S  tbt  /rri  M-ifihm, 
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the  pow  ofGodi, 
end  the  uiidrav 
of  Cod, 


fuffe  rings  and  death,  when  he  made  his  foul  an  offer¬ 
ing  for  6n  ;  and  in  nifing  him  again  from  the  dead  i 
yea,  they  fee  it*  mighty  operation,  not'only  in  the  no* 
meroua  miracles  that  are  wrought  to  confirm  all  this  } 
but  like  wife  in  its  happy  effects  upon  themfelves,  and 
others,  to  turn  them  from  their  iniquities  to  God: 


And  they  behold  adorable  ivifdomy  in  the  conftitution 
of  the  perfoo  of  Chrtft  God-man,  and  in  the  contri¬ 
vance  of  God  to  fecure  aod  exalt  the  united  and  har¬ 


monious  glory  of  alt  his  attributes,  together  with  the 
rights  of  his  law  and  government,  in  full  confiftency 
with  the  free  pardon,  juftificatvon,  and  eternal  falvation 
of  loft  tinners,  through  the  death  of  his  only  begotten 
Son,  in  their  nature,  and  in  their  room  and  (lead* 


if  Pec^n&ihc 

ihanm:n; 
and  the  wcakiicfe 
f;ncj  is  (Wrong¬ 
er  :hio  sun* 


25  For  that,  which  in  the  falfe,  blind,  and  pre¬ 
judiced  opinion  of  the  men  of  this  world,  is  deemed 
the  greattft  folly,  with  refpeft  to  God’s  way  and  work, 
in  this  method  of  lialvatioo,  infinitely  excels  the  utmoft 
wildcat  of  all  the  boa  fled  rational  fchemes  of  the  moft 


prudent,  iagacious,  and  learned  men  upon  earth  :  And 
that  which  they  boldly  and  irapioufly  cenlurc,  as  weak 
and  ineffectual  to  anfwer  its  end,  efpecialiy  by  fueh 
mean  inftruments  as  ate  employed  to  preach  the  golpel, 
ts  found,  by  undeniable  experience,  to  be  attended 
with  the  greateft  energy,  for  deftroying  the  intereits  of 
ffn  and  Satan,  and  making  a  holy  change  upon  the 
heart  and  life,  incomparably  beyond  all  that  ever  was 
done,  or  can  be  pretended  to  be  done,  by  tbe  power  of 
any  natural  principles  in  men,  to  change  their  own 
hearts  j  or  by  the  moft  forcible  arts  of  perfuaffon,  or 
exertions  of  human  authority,  to  change  the  hearts  of 
others  ;  And  this  is  brought  to  pa  ft  among  fuch  per¬ 
sons,  and  by  fach  inftruments,  as  may  be  ft  (hew,  that 
the  excellency  tf  the  power  it  of  God,  and  not  of  man. 


iS  Far  yt  tee 

r^rcalMnjj,  bre¬ 
thren,  bow  th*t 

ni/t 


Cor*  iv*  7*) 

26  For,  my  Chitfttan  brethren,  whether  ye  be  of 
Jewifb  or  Gentile  extra£t,  ye  experimentally  know,  and 
may  eafily  obferve,  what  fort  of  perfens  they  are  among 
you,  whom  Got!  has  effe£lually  called  by  his  grace,  to 
be  partakers  of  all  fpiritual  and  faring  bleffings,  thro* 
a  crucified  Redeemer  *  ;  and  pray  take  notice  how  evi¬ 
dently 


NOTE. 


*  Totrr  taftlnj  Item*  phtialy  to  mean  their 
cwj  efitluat  calling;  for  it  refer*  back  to  what 
vs*  ra.  14.  of  Ch.ift1*  hiring  the  poorer 
v{  md  tre  wtj&w  Jo  t*t*  **  tire 

t'Gittix  and,  vct.  iB-  to  Wf/tt  phi*  are  ft t^? 
id  oppofuios  tc  rhoicto  wliom  ihe  prcJChin^ 
of  CJtfitt  crud^cd  w=s  a  fiiifKtti wy  Hnk 


ver.  1 3,  and  who  an  fpohtD  of  it 
them  that  pcrijbt  «r*  iS*  in  that  the^  were 
h  tenuity  called  hy  the  Eoipd*  ps  well  w  o- 
thtrtj  and  it  could  not  be  Aid  in  that  re~ 
fpcA,  th«  K it  mtKf  -a:fe  men  after  the  flefa 
8i c-  #t mailed:  And  it  is  of  the  fame  pe?kiii, 
wiwfrcslUas  is  here  iV.okea  of,  thet  iheap- 

ftjlt 
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not  many  wife 
men  after  the 
fldb,  ruK  many 
migbr^norroany 
ifcobk'CT'i  tutted* 


'  *7  But  God 
bath  diofen  the 
Conlilh  things  of 
the  world  in  con* 
found  the  wife; 

and 


dentfy  it  appears,  by  undeniable  fa£U,  that  though 
there  are  fome  men  of  eminence  for  natural  parts  and 
learning,  high  fHtion  and  figure  in  this  world,  that 
are  brought  under  the  faving  power  of  gofpcl  grace,  to 
fliew  that  it  is  not  limited  to  any  particular  ranks  of 
people,  and  that  the  gufpeMchemc  of  falvation  is  fo 
far  from  being  in  itfclf  contemptible  and  foolrfh,  that 
the  wife  it  and  greatelt  men  on  earth  may  fee  a  furpaf* 
fing  excellence  and  glory  in  it,  to  recommend  it  to  their 
judgment  and  choke ;  yet,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
God’s  difpeniations,  he  docs  not  make  this  defpifed 
doctrine  effectual  to  the  convejTion  and  fal  ration  of  any 
great  cumber  of  periods  of  fuperior  rank  in  this  world; 
not  of  thofe,  who,  like  the  Greek  philofbphers,  are  fa* 
mo  us  for  their  bright  genius,  and  targe  compafs  of  lu 
terature,  and  are  counted  the  witVft  men  of  this  world; 
nor  of  thole,  who,  like  the  JcwiJb  feribes,  arc  men  of 
power  and  influence;  nor  of  thofe,  who  are  of  high 
birth  and  parentage,  and,  like  the  IfraeUiifb  nation, 
pride  themfclves  in  being  the  defendants  of  noble  an* 
ceifors,  and  look  upob  all  others  as  the  bafe  people  of 
the  earth  :  Not  many  of  either  of  thefe  forts  of  people 
are  favingly  called;  and  the  like  may  be  faid  of  thofe 
whom  God  employs,  as  ministers,  in  calling  them  by 
the  gofpeb 

27  But,  on  the  contrary,  God,  in  his  infinitely  wife, 
holy,  and  fovereign  way  of  procedure,  has  more  gene* 
rally  chofert,  :w:  appears  by  their  calling,  (2  Pet*  i-  10.) 
perfons  *  of  contemptible  characters,  according  to  hu¬ 
man  ways  of  reckoning:  He,  in  oppofirion  to  the 
.Greek  philofophers,  (*er.  20,)  has  chofcn  men  of  mean 
abilities,  as  to  natural  parts  and  learned  accomplifii- 
ments,  who  are  often  defpifed  as  fools,  especially  on 
account  of  their  embracing  Chrift  and  the  gofpei ;  he 
has  chofen  fuch  as  thefe,  («<*  to  make  the 

men  of  learning  afliamed  of  their  own  fchemes,  as  in* 
fu  flic  lent  to  produce  the  holy  and  happy  effefls  which 
are  wrought  upon  thefe,  by  means  of  the  doctrines  of 
Chrift:  And,  in  oppolition  to  the  feribes,  (ver.  20.) 

„  ami 

NOTES. 


file  &ys,  ver*  30.  Chift  twai  made  unto  them 
mrif.bm  and  right tfmftu'jsy  end  JUx&jitGifa*  And 

vwicb  can  no;  bo  iaid  uf  any  but 
thofe  that  arc  faTingly  called.  Theie  conii- 
derationi,  together  with  the  propriety  of  the 
expreflion,  pmrerf/fc?,  and  the  councftson 
in  which  it  famls  with  the  piveedin;*  nod  fol¬ 
lowing  v  eries*  fhew  that  the  cairns  here  men¬ 
tioned*  relates  rather  to  the  perfonr  that  vtre 
t aUtd,  than  to  thofe  that  were  employed  ns 

in  catting  However*  as  It  Is 

piotaiMc  that  [he  apo£llc  might  alfo  hate  an 


oblique  rifw  to  the  cbartflrr  of  thoie  that 

preach  the  EuVi,  1  have  added  that  fcnfe  In 

the  pinphn't;.  And  a?  the  verb  (SirT^r) 
which  h  rendered  ye  fee*  li  of  the  jadteetive 
and  imperative  mood,  X  haw  taken  is  the 
fjjTOC'Jt'  both  thofe  figntficatiop*. 

*  A'  in  the  forc^n£verfetheapoftlcfpoke 
of  ptrfmsj  foby  which  he  here, 

and  in  the  next  rcrlc,  cxprcilc*  in  the  neater 
yerder,  in  oppoSyoa  to  tfietn*  he  evidently 
means  per  faux  toes  and  the  nature  of  his  ar¬ 
gument  obliges  us  xb  t<J  ucdcrltifid  him. 


Ch.L 
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2nd  God  hith 
choTeo  the  weak 
tlun£»  of  the 

v  or  U 1  to  con- 

t'innd  the  ttainps 


which  arc 
^ ; 


=  S  -And  Iwfc 

things  of  the 
world,  and  tbirgs 
which  arc  dcfplt- 
dk  h»ih  Cntl 
ch^cn,  yf&*  and 
things  which  arc 
nolf  to  bring  to 
nought  things 
that  arc: 


tp  Thai  no 
Ihth  thouid  glory 
\u  his  p  refract* 


and  other  men  of  temporal  grandeur  and  authority* 
God  has  cbofen  perfoos  of  taw  drcumlbnces*  and  little 
in  ter  eft  and  influence  in  the  world,  to 'make  the  great 
ones  of  the  earth  alhamed  (<**  Gf  their  pride 

and  folly*  and  vain  attempts  again  ft  the  gofpel*  while 
they  fee  its  power  exemplified  in  perfons,  fo  much  in* 
ferior  in  external  advantages  to  tbemfelvcs  ;  and  that 
in  defiance  of  all  their  power  to  fupprefs  them. 

23  And  God  has  cbofen  perfons  of  mean  birth,  as 
to  earthly  parentage,  (*r<w*)  and  perfons  that  are  reck¬ 
oned  the  mo  ft  defpicahle  of  all  others  upon  earth*  even 
the  Gentiles  themfdvcs  f,  who  formerly  were  not  his 
people,  and  are  deemed  by  the  proud  Jewsy  as  worth 
nothing  at  all :  he  has  made  choice  even  of  thefe*  that 
he  might  abolifh  (tv*  **r*ry**.<}  the  church  ftate  of  the 
7<rwr,  and  their  amient  prerogatives*  who  all  dong 
hitherto  have  been  the  peculiar  people  of  God;  and 
who,  as  they  vainly  boa  ft,  are  the  only  people  of  true 
nobility,  and  in  favour  with  him.  He  has  taken  this 
method*  in  the  difpenfat tons  of  his  grace*  to  pour  con¬ 
tempt  upon  all  tbefes 

29  Thar  none  who  dwell  in  frail  and  mortal  flefti, 
whether  they  be  Jews  or  GentiUsy  might  have  any  pre¬ 
tence  to  glory  in  their  natural  parts*  learning,  and  ac- 
complifh merits*  or  external  privileges  of  any  kind  ;  or 
to  vaunt  and  extol  themfclves  in  the  nrefence  of  God* 
whatever  they  do  before  men*  as  if  there  were  any 
thing  in  themfelves  to  render  them  the  objefts  of  his 
favour,  or  to  make  them  wife  to  falvation*  either  by 
any  methods  of  their  own  deviling,  or  by  any  ability 
in  themfeives  to  improve  the  gofpel  for  that  purpofe* 
better  than  ochers. 

30  But*  on  the  contrary*  God  by  a  mere  a£t  of  his 
own  gracious  and  fovereign  will*  and  not  on  account 
of  any  excellence  in  yourfelves,  has  chofen  and  called 
you  (ver*  26,  27*)  in  Chrift*  the  great  Head  of -the 
church*  and  has  united  you  to  him*  and  blefted  you 
with  all  fpiriaid  bleflings  of  an  heavenly  nature  in  him, 
(Epb.  L  3*  4,)  who  has  brought  in  a  complete  fal ration 
to  us  that  are  dlc£tually  called,  (ver.  24.};  a  falvation 
every  way  anfwerable  to  nil  our  wants*  bow  footilh* 
weak*  bate*  and  defjiifable  foever  we  be  in  ourfelves, 

or 

NOTE, 

f  This  fecnw  to  be  a  defcnpiion  of  the  thty  -nett*  (See  Dr  TFhiibfz  aiul  Mr  Lcckfs 

nojer,)  Ami  this  is  an  argument  with  me, 
that  the  apoflle  here  ipeaks,  xiet.mcrcly  of 
God's  choofir.g  calling  perform  10  the 
miDlftry,  hut  to  the  privileges  and  hiefling, 
of  the  gofpd,  nhkh  the  GthtiU j  were  mule 
partakers  of,  to  die  rrWiion  of  rhe  Jws* 


30  Rut  of  him 
ire  ye  in  Chrirt 
JViirc,  who  of 
God  u  made  no¬ 
te 


fi/wft'/n,  whom  the  Jws  always  ^*jke  of 
the  utmoft  eon^mpt,  and  uifd  call, 
tiwt  that  ert  wtf,  in  in  the  apocryphal  Efihcr 
jv,  11.  and  Plfdttts  vh  $6*  S7-  And  tbcapo- 
Ule,  /peaking  of  the  G  entiles  %  Korn,  iv.  17, 
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tons  wi/3om,  and  or  ;n  tfoe  opinion  of  others;  Infomuch,  that  by  the 
f  ordination  of  God,  and  by  hie  feitlement  of  the  gof- 

mlcmpt'ian?  pel  plan,  he  has  made  Chrift  to  be  Wifdom  to  ns,  as  he 

is  the  great  prophet  of  the  church,  In  whom  are  hid 
all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge,  for  enlight¬ 
ening  and  guiding  us  by  his  word  and  fpiru  :  God  has 
like  wife  ordained  Chrift  to  be  righteovfnefs.  to  us,  as-he 
is  the  Lord  our  righreouftiefc  *,  who,  by  his  obedience 
and  fufTcrings  unto  death,  has  fatiifird  the  law  and  ju- 
fticc  in  our  room  and  ftead ;  and  as  this  is  accepted  tor 
ug,  and  placed  to  our  account,  through  faith  in  him, 
for  the  rcmilEon  of  oar  fin3,  and  difeharging  us  from 
condemnation,  and  for  justifying  us  hi  the  fight  of 
Gad,  and  giving  us  a  right  and  title  to  eternal  life: 
and  fincc  it  does  not  become  the  holy  God  to  take 
away  the  guilt  of  our  fins,  and  at  the  fame  time  leave 
us  under  their  power  and  dominion,  he  has  alfo  made 
Chrift  to  be  fanEHfi cation  t  as  he  hath  pure  ha  fed  all  re¬ 
newing,  quickening,  and  purifying  grace  ;  and  as  all 
the  fprings  of  it  are  in  him,  to  be  communicated  10  us, 
for  making  ug  internally  holy,  by  the  agency  of  his 
fpirit  within  us  :  And  fince,  where  iniquity  is  pardon¬ 
ed  ami  fubdued,  all  its  dreadful  confcqucrices  and  ef¬ 
fects  (hall  in  due  time  he  removed,  'God  has  made 
Cbrift  to  be  redemptisn  to  us,  as  he  is  our  great  and 
final  deliverer  from  all  that  is  contemptible  and  mifr- 
rable  in  this  world  f,  as  well  as  in  that  to  come  ;  and 
as  he  will  rajCe  our  dead  bodies,  and  make  them  I.ke 
unto  his  own  glorious  body,  by  the  working  of  bis 
mighty  power,  and  fo  complete  our  felicity,  on  the 
foot  of  that  eternal  redemption  which  he  has  obtained 
for  us* 

31  The 

MOTES. 

|  J Vgbtrwfatjs  and  f aaflifcatiQn  ire  evi*  de mpticri  to  □&  i<  ip  a  different  way  from  that 
drittly  diftinjuilbed  from  euch  other;  and  "  In  vhich  he  if  made  and 

the^forc  the  Tifht&ufntfij  hect  mentioned,  as  the  former  h  bp  an  external  uwk  done 
cannot  relate  to  our  being  made  internally  fir  uir  and  ttptn  el,  rather  chao  by  an  inter* 
an  1  practically  holy,  which  is  the  proper  ml  work  wrought  \n  ur* 
idea  of finHifteafiort }  but  ;t  relates  to  another  \  Redtwpl&U)  in  the  language  of  the  New 
benefit,  and  that  is  fiHifi cation  by  the  rights*  Tcftament,  often  figures  dehveranec  from 
cufnefsof  Chrift.  To  fuppofe  othcrwiil1,  h  liu  and  «r,ah  by  rhe  prtit  which  Chrift  paid 
to  confound  juftification  and  nm&ifi  cation,  for  if,  But  this  fcnfc  of  his  being  Otade  re* 
and  to  make  a  vid?  gap  in  the  apoftle’s  ac~  diriaftifar,  falls  m  with  Ills  beir>2  made  *\gbte- 
count  of  the  blelDnga  brought  in  by  Chrift,  oufitfi  to  jt ;  and  therefore  u  it  is  here  to 
to  the  egdulion  ot  pardon  and  justification,  be  drftingiiilked  from  tbaty  we  m  led  to  un- 
^hich  arc  fundamental  to  alt  the  reft  :  itas  cferihn  i  it  of  redemption  by  p<nrery  in  virtue 
ibe  paraph  rale  keeps  up  a  diftmfiion  between  of  the  pr:cr,  from  all  the  evils  of  life, 
all  the  benefits;  and  though  Chrift  is  made  ash;  L  *fte  xxi*  iS*  and  of  the  rtdmtpdfin  of 
jTviftfam  and  finB}jit&mn^  by  rhe  graiacns  the  fed?,  lor  the  confcmr  nation  of  cur  tapp> 
working  of  bis  fpirir  ia  nj,  rh;:t  is  no  arpu-  ntfs,  a?  :hc  glorinns  manife  ftatioFi  of  the  tons 
meat  ?  gain  ft  hfs  facing  made  rightaufiefi  10  of  God,  which  tile  apoftk  ipeaks  of,  Ron. 
ns  by  Imputation ;  for  bu  being  nude  re-  viiuvj*  p 


Ch.  u 


jt.  That*  ac¬ 
cording  u  it  Is 
wnttffl,  He  that 
gUicth  let  him 
ylnqr  in  the 
Lori 


The  Fir0  EfifiU  /* tht  Corin Thl ak&  parafhrafak  ^ 

31  The  great  defign  of  God  in  thus  providing  all 
fabation  in  Cbrift*  is*  that  according  to  the  governing 
view  of  tbe-gofpel-fcheme*  and  according  to  what  Ja 
recorded  (Jer.  ix.  13*  1 4 ♦)  for  placing  God  and'erea* 
Cures,  efpecially  finful  creatures,  in  their  proper  fitua- 
tions,  every  one  that  triumphs  and  rejoices,  on  account 
of  the  honours  and  bleifings  conferred  upon  him,  fhouli 
center  all  his  glorying  and  rejoicing  entirely  and  only 
in  the  Lord  Jefus*  and  in  the  free  grace  of  God  the 
Father  through  him,  to  whom  be  glory  .for  ever. 
Amen . 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

With  what  intire  fati&fa&iun  may  we  receive  the  apoftolic  itfritinps  and  doc¬ 
trine,  as  of  divine  authority  i  With  what  reverence  of  God  the  Father  and  one 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  ihoutd  we  alk  for  grace  and  peace  to  be  extended  to  aU  the 
churches,  which  con S ft  gf  credibly  profeffing  faints,  and  to  aft  that  religiously 
call  on  the  name  of  Chrift,  their  Lord  and  ours  !  And  with  what  picture  and 
thankfulnefo  to  God,  fhould  we  reflect  on  the  gifts  aud  graces  that  he  has  befto^v- 
rd  upon  them,  as  being  confident  that  they*  who  are  eneifhiaUy  called  into  com¬ 
munion  with  Chrift,  (hall  be  confirmed  in  their  prrfont  happy  Rate,  and  be  pre¬ 
dated  Cauhlefs  before  him*  at  his  fecond  coming  3  ’Tis  great  pity  that  they,  who 
profefs  to  be  united  in  thefe  fpiritual  privileges  and  eternal  intertills,  foould  not  lie 
lo  in  ail  important  fontiments,  and  ia  heart  and  affection  too  ;  and  it  is  an  exceed¬ 
ing  reproach  upon  them*  when  animofitiei  and  contentions  arifo  among  them  ; 
fume  fcttiug  up  one  head  of  a  party,  and  others  another,  as  though  thefo  had 
been  their  redeemers,  and  they  bad  been  baptized  in  their  names';  and  &>  though 
all  Chrift’s  faithful  for vants  were  not  embarked  in  his  common  canfe.  But*  O 
what  a  comfort  is  it,  if  we  are  confeious  to  ourfolves,  that  we  have  not  encou¬ 
raged,- nor  contributed  to  fuch  mifchievouadivilioils,  like  perfons  that  would  fot 
up  our  own,  or  any  other  name,  inftead  of  Cbrift’sJ  IJe  is  certainly  worthy  of 
our  high  eft  and  deaneft 'regards  when  we  con&der  him  a$  crucified  for  us  ;  and 
how  much  fotver  the  do&rine  of  jalvation,,  through  his  {offerings  and  death*  may 
W.  a  {tumbling  block  to  the  Jews,  and  the  greateft  lolly  in  the  efteem  of  learned 
GentiJ-is,  to  their  own  perdition  ;  it  is  neverthetefs  in  itfolf,  and  in  the  account 
cf  all  the  effr dually  called,  who  believe,  amt  are  in  a  fraic  of  falvation,  the  wh- 
dom  <if  C.od,  and  the  power  of  God*  And  what  is  all  the  wifdom  of  the  moft 
learned  and  celebrated  rabbles  and  philafophers,  but  very  foolilhnefa,  compared 
with  the  wifdom  of  God,  as  rfifpTaycd  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  for  reconciling  his 
mercy  and  juftice  in  faring fmn era,  whitjh  no  human  fehemes  could  ever  do! 
How  weak  and  inelftvtnal  arc  all  the  contrivances  j:id  attempts  of  the  moft  pc* 
netrating  minds,  for  reformation  and  happinefe,  compared  with  the  divine  energy 
that  accompanies  the  plain  and  faithful  preaching  of  a  crucified  Saviour!  Buc 
how  unlike  to  men’s  ways  of  proceeding  are  the  difpe illations  of  God’s  gnice, 
who,  for  the  moft  part,  has  chofcn  ana  ailed  perform  of  rfofpicahle  character*, 
and  of  the  lower  ranks  of  mankind;  botb  to  preach,  and  to  receive  Lhriit  and 
the  gofpel?  and  thereby^ponr  confofion  upon  all  the  learning  anil  authority  of 
men,  that  no  ficlh  might  glory  in  his  pit  fence,  as  though  their  improvements  of 
divine  rerelatira,  to  faring jari vantage,  were  owing  to  themfelves  i  And  how  rea¬ 
dily  Ihould  we  fall  in  with  ihe’gorpcl  fchcine,  which  is  fo  admirably  coni  rived  foe 
humbling  the  creature,  and  exalting  God,  as  he  has  laid  up  alt  ftkatfon  in  Chrift, 
aud  made  him  to  be  ivifdom,  righteoUfne&t  falsification,  and  redemption,  to 
aft  that  bditvc  in  him,  that  every  one*  who  glories,  might  gWy  oidy  in  the  Lord. 


Voi.  IV* 


t  B 
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The  apojllc  proceeds  to  remind  the  Corinthians  of  the  plain  manner  hi 
'which  be  preached  a  crucified  Chrijl  to  thetn$  1  , — j.  Shews  the  ex¬ 
cellent  wifdom  contained  in  this  doSrine,  6* — p.  dnd  that  it  cannot 

be  duly  known  and  received,  hut  by  the  light  and  influence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit ,  10, —1 6. 


Text. 

AND  I ,  . bre-, 

tbTcn,  fthfn 
I  came  to  you. 
Crime  not  with 

tiwltaney  of 

jprtcb,  or  of 
dotn  ,  declaring 
unto  you  the  to 
ftlBlQBY  of  GC(V 


i  Vox  T  dcicr- 
ftincJ  not  to 
Jtrwiw  any  ihiog 
Amnn;  yon,  fate 

Telus  CUiiftt  and 
□ire  crucified. 


Paraphrase* 

OINCE  the  wifdom  and  power  of  God1,  together  with 
^  aU  his  other  perfections,  are  confpicuouily  difplay- 
ed,  and  the  whole  of  falvation  is  provided  in  Chrift, 
to  the  glory  of  God*  and  the  humbling  of  fin ful  crea* 
lures  at  his  footftool,  (chap-  u  24,  29,  30,  3 there* 
fore,  my  dear  brethren*  when  1  came  and  preached  the 
gofpel  to  you,  f  did  notaddrefs  you,  as  your  fa Ife  teach¬ 
ers  do,  to  gain  applaufe  to  themfclves  with  flights  of 
eloquence,  (««*  in  a  fine  rhetorical  harangue, 

or  with  curious  fpecuhtioxu  of  hupian  wifdom  and 
philofaphy,  which  are  of  high  repute  with  the  polite 
part  of  the  world  3  but  I  perpofely  declined  every  thing 
cf  this  nature,  as  imfuhable  to  the  dignity*  fimpUcuy, 
and  feif*  humbling  tendency  of  my.  mriTage,  in  which  I 
declared  to  you  that  teftimony,  which  is  originally  not 
of  men,  but  of  God  himfelf,  and  which  he  has  given 
to  his  crucified  Son,  by  antient  prophecy,  and  numc~ 
rous  miracles,  and  by  the  inward  witoefe  of  his  Spirit, 
to  the  confidences  of  them  that  believe., 

%  For  as  I  myfelf  couot  all  things  but  lofs  for  tbe 
excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrifl  Jefus  my  Lord* 
and  would  glory  above  all  things  elfe,  in  tbe  crofs  of 
Chrill,  ~[PhiK  ili.  8.  and  Cal,  vi.  14*).  fo  upod  mature 
deliberation,  I  judged  it  needful,  and  according¬ 

ly  refolded  to  preach  among  you,  as  if  1  knew  nothing 
of  the  arrs  and  ftiences,  or  of  the  JewiJk  or  Grecian 
learning,  or  even  of  the  moll  fiibUme  and  uncflential 
points  of  faith  1  but  to  employ  all  tjie  talents  which 
God  bus  given  me,  to  make  known,  and.  propagate 
among  you,  nothing  fo  much  as,  nothing  in  compan¬ 
ion  with,  and  nothing  as  the  f unhand  fubllanct  of  the 
gofpel,  but  the  perfon  and  offices-of  Jcfu?  Chrift,  the 
complete  falvarion  that  is  in  him,  and  the  ftrong  and 
endearing  obligations  he  has  laid  on  all  that  by  fahh 
receive  him  :  And  I  efpecially  determined  to-  explain 
and  prove,  recommend  and  inculcate,  the  fundamental 
article  of  his  expiatory  fufferings  and  death  on  the  crofs* 
in  which  all  the  lines  of  the  gofpel  riser,  as  in  tbeir 
center.  3  And 


Ch.  li. 
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*9 


}  .And  .  7  to 
wlthfouia  wok* 
ftdV,  tnd  in  fear, 
and  in  much 
trcjabEDg. 


*Awimyfptech, 
and  my  preach¬ 
ing,  V4i  not  with 

■+ 

enticing  words  of 
man's  wifdom, 
ijutindcmoaftn* 
tioi\  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit  and  of  power: 


3  And  whilftl  was  difpenfing  theft  important  truths  * 
I  behaved  with  all  meeknefs  and  mode  tty  ;  and  appear* 
ed  among  you  aq  or  poor  weak  creature;  whofe  outward 

circumftanccs  were  afflifted  and  defpicable*  (chap*  iv. 
10;— 13*)  and  whofe  bodily  prefence  was  mean;  and 
fpcech  contemptible*  (2  Cor*  x*  10,}  I  was  alfo  among 
you  with  great  fear,  left  through  your  ftrong  prejudices 
again (1  me*  and  violent  oppofuion  to  me  and  my  mi- 
nillrj*  on  thtle  accounts*  my  mouth  fhould  be  flopped* 
and  my  labour  with  you  thou  Id  have  no  good  effect  up¬ 
on  yon*  {JEls  xviii.  5*}  and  I  was  filled  with  a  deep 
concern  for  the  faWation  of  y6ur  fouls*  even  unto  trem¬ 
bling  in  my  heart  for  fear*  left*  through  the  infirmity 
of  the  in ftru mem*  the  depravity  of  your  own  heart?* 
and  the  power  of  Satan*  ye  fhould*  rejedt  and  defpifc 
my  me  flag  c  irfclf*  to  your  own  eternal  perdition-  In 
this  manner  I  was  ferving  the  Lord  with  all  humility  of 
mind*  and  with  many  tears  and  t&nptations*  as  in  other 
places*  (^ffiix-19*)  fo  efpecially  at  my  Erft  coming 
among  you,  till  the  Lord  ye/us  appeared  and  [poke  to 
me  in  a  vifion*  faying*  Be  not  afraid ;  but  fpeak  and 
hold  not  thy  peace  z  For  Jam  with  thee*  and  no  man  fhalt 
Jet  on  thie  to  hurt  thee ;  for  /  have  much  people  in  this 
city ,  (Ads  rviii.  9*  10,) 

4  Upon  this  encouragement,  I  continued  with  yon  a 
year  and  fix  months*  teaching  the  word  of  God *  (Adis 
xviJi,  n.)  as  being  allured,  that  Chritt’s  prefence  with 
me  would  amply  make  up  the  warn  of  external  recom¬ 
mend  at  tons  in  my  perfon  and  manner  of  preaching; 
and  that  the  do£irinc  of  biscrofs*  when  duly  under- 
flood*  and  impteffed  by  his  Spirit*  would  fpeak  for  it- 
fclfj  and  not  need  the  flourifties  and  ornaments  of 
language  to  fet  it  off,  and  make  it  effectual;  and 
therefore  the  manner  of  my  private  difeourfes*  and 
public  imniftritlons  among  you*  were  In  a  holy* 
free,  and  negligent  ftyle,  not  with  the  oratorical 
allurements*  which  the  art  and  (kill  of  men  invent* 
ed  to  im  belli  ill  their  fpeeches*  and  add  force  to  them* 
that  they  might  tickle  the  ear*  plea  ft:  the  fancy*  and 
captivate  the  mind  of  the  bearer:  But  my  words  were 
attended  with  what  is infinitely  better,  and  more  preva¬ 
lent*  than  all  this,  even  with  the  convincing  light  and 
perfuafive  evidence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  himfdf  in  your 
own  minds  and  corfciences;  and  with  his  powerful  in* 
flue  nee  upon  your  hearts*  to  bring  them  into  an  obedi¬ 
ential  fubjcclion  to  it  **  as  well  as  that  the  truth  of 

*  what 

NOTE. 


AS  Lujniti multitudes  A'cre  nor  cr-Rvirced,  wt*l  brought  tQ  : 

Ji  * 


il'tare  Uic  jof- 


IO 


5  Thar  vour 

T  F 

frith  fhotild  a** 
fWd  in  tfiL  wjf^ 
dcnn  of  irfn,  hnt 
h*  the  pf*wcr  of 
God, 


6  Hnwbrk  \\c 

fptiik  wifilom  a- 
srcng  rhun  that 
iic  perfect :  yet 

no« 
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whit  I  delivered  was  confirmed  by  the  miraculous  gifts 
a  ml  operations  of  the  Holy  Ghofh  And  I  defignedly 
went  into  this  plain  way  of  preaching. 

5  Th;u  the  faith,  whereby  ye  affemed  to,  and  em¬ 
braced  the  gofpcl,  and  t tufted  in  Chrift  according  to  it, 
mi^ht  not  be  fuppofcd  to  be  wrought  in  yoa  by  the 
dint  of  human  motives  and  arguments,  nor  might  reft 
upon  the  authority  and  perfuafive  arts  of  men,  which 
they  think  to  be  the  wife  ft  methods  for  gaining  credit 
to  what  they  fay;  but  that,  like  a  truly  divine  faith,  it 
might  be  built  merely  upon  tbe  authority  of  God,  and 
might  be  entirely  owing  to  his  efficacious  working, 
who  makes  the  gofpcl  his  power  to  the  falvation  of  ever? 
one  that  believes  9  (Rom.  i*  16*)  and  that  the  glory  of 
at l  might  be  afcribed,  not  in  tbe  lead  to  man,  but  in- 
tirety  and  alone  to  God,  who  produces'  mighty  effc&s 
by  the  w  cake  ft  means  and  instruments,  * 

6  Though  we,  who  minifter  the  gofpel  of  Chrift, 
don't  drefs  it  out  with  the  flowers  of  human  eloquence, 
(ver.  i.)  and  though  it  be  deemed  fooliftmefsby  many, 
(chap.  L  23  )  yet  we  therein  preach  the  grand  fcheme 
of  divine  contrivance,  which,  of  all  others,  displays 

the  manifold  wifdom  of  God,  {Eph*  in*  10.)  and  Ufuit- 
ed,  dcfigned,  and  blefTed,  to  make  men  wife  unto  fal- 
ration,  through  faith  in  a  crucified  Saviour  ;  and  fo  it 
is  accounted  of  by  thofe  that  believe,  and  are  effc&ualJy 
called,  (chap.  1.  21,  24,)  and  efpeciaDy  ("  nwi«<r} 

among  thofe  of  them  who,  through  the  illumina* 

tion 

NOTES. 

Accordingly',  In  opposition  to  fitch  babei, 
the  Author  to  the  Hebrews  fpcahi  of  then 
that  arc  of  full  age.  or  petfeft,  am) 

ef  having  tfa  pnacigUu  w  Grit  rudiments 
if- ibt  itaanne  of  Chrift,  and  going  on  #9  ft r- 
/ffliWj  that  k,  to  a  more  thorough  knon  * 
ledge  of  the  whole  feheme  of  the  gofpel,  like 
jirtijktd  Chrlftians ;  ai  we  ufc  to  call  good  Jcho* 
frrs  and  workman,  fimjbed fcholars  and  work* 
men,  (Heb,  v.  tj,  <4,  tfnd  vi.  1.)  Accord¬ 
ing!  v,  as  many  aj  fa  jtfr/rf?,  (Phil,  iii.  ij.- 
figiufics,  *s  many  as  he  advanced  to  any  con* 

liderabk  attainment  of  knowledge  and  expe¬ 
rience,  and  tfifwEcable  improvements  in 
grace  and  ho'inefs,  and  Co  are  arrived  at  a 
(hteof  manhood  in  Chrift,  Eph,  hr.  f  jt  14. 
Therefore,  though  to  Ibfhe  fenfes  every  true 
belief efr  may  be  CM  td  be  paTcft,as  he  U 
compUit  ht  Chrift  1  his  Head.  Col.  it.  jo.  and 
is  already  pcrfe&ly  jufllfitd  through  faith  in 
him*  A£\*  xiiL  39,  and  Rom.  viii.  t,  and  a* 
he  bas  alt  the  parts  of  iht  new  creature  form¬ 
ed  in  him,  1  Cor.  v,  17.  yet,  ia  cheapoAIcV 
uJcof,thii  phtofe,  it  feeins  to  fig  a  if  y  pcifrits 
of  more  grown  under  (lauding,  acd  higher 


pel*  by  :hc  unqiaefticnaMc  mi:aclcs  uhich 
rS-^v  fzvt  tier;  wrought 10  confirm  h,  m  in* 
teri£u  ligh;  ami  ciKrg^Jn  the  fuul  of  them 


that  i>cU  vtitl  v.ast  at  ieafl,  uitlmfrd  in  this 
ft?m+t*'-*r:ifmiOit  of  the  Stir  A  aud  pwer  /  and 
without  tb's,  wiW  miracles  thrnrfdvrs  would 
kvc  been  as  incticctuai,  for  the  cooyerfion  of 
thrie  as  they  were  of  others,  that 

fi'il  cmi'inued  in  tin  belief, 

r 

f  By  tfanx  that  are  p*r/rf?,  cannot  br  meant 
them  1  hat  ateiwirriy  fn:<  from  all  defects  in 
kaowkf.Ige,  Zr*cci  and  holinels  i  For  as  the 
apoftlc  otvr.vd  that  he  hitnieLf  was  in 
thisil-ute.  pcrfrft,  Phil,  ill  ia.  it  is  ik*  to 
be  hippolcri,  t bar  he  looked  upon  other  Chri- 
fthiiih  to  he  Col  *uyT  he  the  con* 

tnry  in  this  cpifile,  jthapF  xiit.  jo,  ;  where 
Corn  paring  the  prrfint  *vh  the  faavtnfj  fbte, 
he  fays.  IVbtn  *'# tU  iphkbh  ptrfcii  is  tomr^  thtn 
that  wi  t  h  h  li  p^rt  pat!  be  dune  away*  But 
he  that  is  perfi  ff ,  is  of  much  the  f-me  import 
with  him  that  is- fpirilittiiy  in  ehap.  ill  i  .—3, 
where  if  ftantiioppofcd  to  them  that  are  com* 
parat’.vdy  h/tve}  i*  Chnft^  Kvhicti  itreri  to  be 
ltd  -j/tik  nUh$  and  arc  in  great  mcajiirc  carnJ. 


aiuiu- 


s 

Ch.  ii*  The  Firji  EftjlU  to  the  Co&inthians  paraphrafed*  ar-' 


the  ^yHom  .  tion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  have,  like  finifhed  Chriftians, 

of*hr7rine«DS  atta*nwl  «*y  confiderable  degree  of  knowledge  and 
this  world  that  grace  in  their  acquaintance  with  It.  Ncvetthrlcft,  the 
wme  to auugbt.  doctrine  we  preach  is  neither  fuch,  as  Is  invented, 

fuggdted,  or  approved  of,  by  the  philofophical  or  po- 
litical  fchemes  of  the  men  of  this  world*  whofe 
thoughts  about  a  better  are  all  trifling  and  vain ;  nor  of 
the  JewiJh  rulers  and  Robbies  >  any  more  than  of  hea¬ 
then  potentates,  whofe  views  and  interefte  relate  to  this 
prefent  life ;  all  which  wifdom  of  theirs  will  foon  pe- 
rilh  with  themfehes. 

*  Rm  wefpeik  y.  But  we  publifh  that  bleflVd  doflrine,  which  is  the 
the  wiriiom  of  wondcrfu]  produff  of  the  infinite  wifdom  of  God*  and  has 

^rt^th/'hhUco  been  hitherto  entirely  concealed  from  t he  Geniik  world, 
^/AfliwbicliOnd  and  butobfeurely  fuggefted  to  the  Jews  *,  and  13  too 
ojj^ipcd  before  deep  an(j  unfeaichabie  to  be  fully  comprehended  by  any 

uw  HOild  u;:to  ,  .  >  V  »  . .  /  .  J  . ' 

intHon-i  creature  upon  earrn,  yea,  by  the  angels  themfelves  m 

*  heaven,  who  are  continually  prying  into  it,  (1  Pet*  it 

12;) -and  is  too  fpiritmi  to  be  duly  tmrferfiood,  and  re* 
ceived  by  carnal  minds,  (ver*  14.)  I  mean  that  wifdom 
which  was  a  fecret  refer ve  in  God*s  brtait  fiom  ever' 


lading,  and  was  hid  under  Jewifb  types  and  (hadows, 
and  myfterioUs  dawning  hints  of  prophecy,  in  the  Old 
Teftament  difpenfations ;  but  which  God,  (*r- 
before  all  ages  of  time,  or  any  former  difpenfation  com* 
menced,  predetermined  to  icveal  in  otir  days,  with 


iranfcemleut  light  and  evidence,  for  the  honour  of  the 
gofpcWlate,  and  of  its  mioiltrations  and  fubjefts ;  and 
for  the  eternal  bappinefs  and  glory  of  every  one  of  us, 
that  are  fine  ere  lovers  of  God,  (ver.  p.) 

W!:*^  HAM  8  Which  important  fcheme  of  falvacion  none  of  the 
cf  -h  piVwt-iof  great  men  of  this  world,  particularly  not  Pontius  Piiatc* 
woriil  k^av:  £he  Romatl  governor,  nor  Annasy  ncr  Qdaptas>  the 

high  priells,  nor  any  of  the  chief  priejisy  rabbles  f  and 
rulers  of  the  Jews  f,  had  any  juft  notions  of;  their 


NOTES. 


prejudices 


aitajnnmts  in  CbHftianity,  who  are  turirhid 
aU  hwot'ttfge%  (chap.  i*  $.}  arid  w  Ik>, 

fompared  with  weaker  and  younger  tic- 
liewr;,  that  do  not  fee  fo  f*r  into  the  besuiy 
aod  tlary  of  the  whole  fcheme  ctC  the  gofp-.d, 
i“3y  be  jaiJ  to  be  psrfeft,  as  a  man  U,  wiun 
^mpsred  with  a  ehild. 

*  Th*  iPifdm  of  Godin  a  wfterj,  m*y  %- 
rify  the  htcomprchenfihlc  tithes  contained 
in  w  well  3$  former  conceal  in  cuts  of  it. 
Ami  3  caimot  (Jitokthac  it  here  relates  merely 
ti  the  cal'iiijjg  of  the  GcnHh'it  uhich  foiwc 
Juppafe  is  the  only  wj/im  that  the  aixdllc  fo 
irwucmly  fpab  ol :  hut  it  teems  principally 

fi*  refer  to  tfiif  du^riiLC  of  filvahon  by 

cmciticd  Cbriti :  Tor  it  if  this*  and 


barely  the  calling -cf  the  GstOile f.  Ciir.ceruiuE' 

v/hieb  the  apoflL*  uys,  wr*  9*  Htv  tfa  pn*-~ 
€%i  of  thh  Tsoriii  ioriLilivc  :*£  Jo* ft  of  th : 
RitviVi,  **,"■-  ft  r f,  fhry  irytU  net  hat-s 

crndficJ  /*-<r  Lpni  tj *  *k'j  ;  ^-iicrva'S,  tl.c 
rulers  among  the  known  Oirift's  J*- 

of  ^tllin^T  Hit*  this  wnuld  ratlwy 

have  fliii  p.4jic  tiiccnf^d  them  himk 

titan  reft r Jinn [  ih^tn  Jrom  ciiicitvi:-^ 

■p  •r* 

f  7  he  ftjrhtccs  (bts  i tt'.rjj  pl^;;i[y 
thofe  tba*  teeft*  iinmoiiutciy  ^jr.eei  jiol  it)  the 
criiai-tfion  nf  Chrift^  and  fo  lukc  in  t!-e 
7 Irwi'v  niters*  pririls,  an!  mbhics,  who  hv 
ltigau<l  and  joined  ■*, iili  f  in  putth-g 

our  J,ur  t  to 


[cr  lud  ttiqr 
known  u,  they 
would  not  have 
crcrlicd  thcL-tmi 
at  giury* 


p  But,  «  it  is 
Wiiitrn,  1’lychath 

dje  fern,  nor  ear 
he  Aid  ,  neither 

h* ve  entered  into 

the  heart  of  hi  a  n* 
the  things  which 
Cod  liith  ptvpar* 
rd  for  them  that 

jovc  him. 


7 %e  Firjt  Epifite  to  the  Corinthians  paraphrafed*  Cbt-ii* 

prejudices  and  carnal  views  having  blinded  their  minds, 
and  hardened  rheir  hearts  againft  ail  the  means  of  con- 
vi£tion  char  Chrift  afforded  them:  For  had  they  really 
under  flood,  and  been  perCuadcd  in  their  own  con- 
fciences,  what  a  divine  perfon  he  was,  and  what  a  wife 
and  gracious  defisn  he  came  upon,  they  would  not  have 
dared  to  be  fo  defperately  wicked,  as  to  tdhe  counfci  to* 
gether  a, qainjf  him+  (Pfal.  ii.  ?-)  and  unite  in  putting 
him  to  the  fhamdul  death  of  the  crofs,  who  is  indeed 
the  Lord,  Proprietor,  and  Pofieffor  of  glory  *,  all  glo¬ 
rious  in  his  original  nature  and  perfections,  and  the 
Author,  Purchaser,  and  Difpofer  of  all  the  glory"  of 
the  gofpei,  and  of  heaven  itfeif* 

9  But,  notwithftanding  all  their  low  and  miftaten 
thoughts  about  him,  he  has  brought  in  a  mcifl  glorious 
(late  of  things,  worthy  of  bimfclf,  according  to  what 
is  written  by  the  prophet  lfaiaht  {chap-  IxJv*  4-)  where 
he  deferibes  the  fckffingsof  the  Mcffiah’s  kingdom,  fay¬ 
ing,  Among  all  the  objefts  of  fcnfe,  the  eye  has  never 
feen  any  thing  fo  grand  and  beautiful  ;  nor  has  the  ear 
heard  any  thing  fo  delightful  and  advantageous  ;  and  a- 
mong  nil  the  objefts  of  fciencc,  it  never  entered  the 
thoughts  of  any  man  to  contrive,  or  even  to  imagine 
or  apprehend,  much  lefs  comprehend,  any  thing  fo  en- 
terra  i  mm?*  beneficial*  and  glorious.  as  the  bltfuncs  of 


10  Eot  God 

hath  rcv«ied;i*  jji 
unto  os  hy  HU 
;*pTrlt ;  for  the 

Spirit 


v 

fenlementfi  of  his  infinite  wifdom  and  grace,  has  pro¬ 
vided,  adj lifted,  and  fecured  for,  and  under  the  gofpel 
difpenfirion,  will  be  flow  upon  thorn,  who,  fromafenfe 
of  his  matchlcfs  love  herein,  ftneerely  defire,  prefer, 
and  delight  in  him,  above  all  things  elfe,  as  thole  that 
ure  by  faith  and  hope  waiting  for  him* 

10  JJut  God  has  now  made  a  clear  revelation  of  thefe 
glorious  things  not  to  me  only  by  immediate  infpira- 
tion,  tbat  I  might  preach  the  unfcarchahU  riches  cf 
Chrijr ;  but  likewife  by  the  gracious  internal  illumina¬ 
tion  of  his  Spirit,  by  means  of,  and  together  with,  his 
word*  to  all  thofe  of  us  who  love  him,  and  for  whom 
lie  has  prepared  them,  (ver*  9.)  that  we  might  know 

tbe 

T  H. 

fiicred  Three,  incima'est  tliat  ihf  Father. 

T  I  T|  r  ^  ^  ^  u  ™ 

tr  r^rlcrijniMi  t>i  t be  jjrtrar  Jehovah,  die  Son,  and  Spirit,  urc/^  C*tt  $f  ghffr  at  ihe 
of  hurts,  PfcL,  ixiv*  7* — 10.  Chrift  fluly  mp  God  is  nlltd,  Pfal.  wk.  3  and 

ACts  vIL  t,  and  ChrifVs  beiflg  mentioned 
uoder  thii  eharatffcr  of  Dthjt  when  he  la 
fpoken  oF  «  ffrtdtffrf,  (heat*  that  the  did  no 
and  humin  natures  were  ptffonaMy  united  in 
him  ;  tnd  ( hi4t  his  dealb  is  of  infinite  dipni* 
ty  end  merit,  u  he  was  0$dt  nrln  fmmj/rJ 
t&c  church  ittih  $ls  wit  (Afo  xH-X 


N  O 

+  Tb  r  ef  r hr?  is  a  rmpnifitent  and 

read- '  -■  '  * 

Lard 

therefore  \s  here  fpoken  of  under  the  sugaft 
title  of  ike  Lird  of  $hi yt  to  nife  oor  thought* 
pf  hU infixed  ss  1  divine  pcrAui|  iq 

like  meaner  God  the  Fit  her  is  liyted  the 
I'tithcr  of  jivr*  (Pj>h,  L  17  )  and  the  Holy 

hpintj  t*? i  Sfirii  cf  %tor?i  (j  PcL  iv»  14.) 

The  anpjintiop  of  this  tiile  *hrj  to  all  the 


* 


Ch.  u. 


TieFMBphHe 


Spbrit  fafrbeth 
bU  things,  yea, 

the  deep  chftsfef 
of  Gui. 


1 1  For  vlut 

/nan  koowfith  the 
thing*  of  a  m.int 
f*re  the  fibril  of 
mui  which  i«  in 
him  \  even  fo  the 
things  of  Ood 
knoweth  no  man, 

but  the  Spirit  of 
God. 


it  New  y*t 

iiiv:  K^ivTi^n-j; 
i.:lt'  Spirit  of  the 

wu  the 

r'a  ■  ■ 

opine 


thcihings  which  arc  freely  given  to  us  of  God,  (ver. 
low);  For  &s  the  Lord  is  faid  to  fcarcb  the  hearts  and 
ff/hr  of  the  children  ef  men ,  (i  Chron.  xxviii.  9.  and 
Itev*  ii.  13.)  to  intimate  his  perfect  knowledge  of  themy 
fo  his  Spirit,  who  is  one  of  them,  and  is  given  to  make 
known  the  great  things  of  the  jgnfpel  to  us,  is  inGnite 
in  uhdeirftandtng,  and  has  not  only  an  all-comprehend¬ 
ing  view  of  every  thing  whalfoCvw  out  of  God;  but  is 
intimately  acquainted  even  with  the  peeped  counsels 
and  fecrets,  as  they  lie  in  God  littnfelfj  and  fo  he,  and 
he  only,  in  oppofition  to  all  creatures,  can  make  them 
known  in  foch  ways,  and  by  fufch  means,  as  Teem  good 
unto  him. 

11  For,  to  illuftrate  this  point,  as  far  as  may  be,  by 
whbt  we  are  moft  familiarly  acquainted  with.  What 
man,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  human  knowledge,  can 
be  acquainted  with  the  fecret  thoughts  and  defigns  that 
lie  in  any  one's  own  heart ;  except  his  own  fclf-con- 
feious  mind,  which  tdle&s  on  all  that  pailcs  within 
him,  and  which  only  can  difenver  it  to  another  man  ? 
Even  fo  it  is,  with  refped  to  the  ftil!  more  fubJime  and 
hidden  fecrets  of  wildom  and  grace,  that  are  formed 
in  the  heart  of  God  About  thofc  that  love  him  ;  Neither 
angels  nor  men,  no  One  whatfoever  (*#■«*}  can  pene¬ 
trate  into  them,  or  get  any  knowledge  of  them,  as  they 
lie  in  the  eternal  thoughts  of  God  ;  except  in  diflinc- 
tion  from  all  finite  beings,  his  own  Spirit  *,  who  is  as 
ctTential  to  bimfelf,  and  as  cOAfctous  to  all  his  thoughts 
and  purpofes,  as  atiy  man's  own  foul  can  be  to  him, 
and  to  the  thoughts  which  pafs  within  him. 

12  Now,  in  order  to  our  being  led  into  the  know., 
ledge  of  thefc  important  and  concerning  things,  we 
are  under  the  conduit  and  influence,  not  of  thatfpir.it 
of  the  boailed  wifdota  and.  learning,  which  the  men  of 
th  io  world  are  animated  ond  gnidpH  by,  and  pride 

themfelves  in :  No,  alt  the  powers  and  principles  of 
this  fort  of  fptrit  are  too  low,  weak,  and  carnal, 
to  make  any  dilcovcrtcs  of  them ;  and  they  flan. I 

in 

NOTE. 

fiftcncc  diftinft  from  tlic  Father's  and  Son'*, 
in  ihe  nuriividni  {v'Kihc.id  ?  And  when  it  ii 
faid,  that  KQH+twuti  -of  G$d  fat  tit 

Spirit  if  Gtiii  it  is  oniy  to  exclude  fc!l  r 
farts,  of  uhm  i.til;  focvcr,  Iridii  ihLkoov.- 
ktlgc;  Imt  110  m Die  exclude*  ihc  Richer  anil 
Son  from  it,  than  m*r  J„«:d  ry.c!udul  the  Fi*- 
f  her  tin  J  Spirit  from  cxpiri  ki?i>u  ledge  with 
himfelf,  n  hen  he  laid ,  (Mntih.xh  17.)  fay 

tun  (rfi  tk)  k'ft-j'i : '  c  Fui  ;vr,  uv-ctfa-  $*  >t 
and  vt  U  Tvhvifavtr  t r :  n. til  rental  f  s-i* 


*  The  Spirit's  fcsr&iBg  si l  j>  rt«»  lh& 

Jftptbinjs  #fGfi/t  ver.  to  is  a  peculiar  pro- 
perry'  of  Deii'y  *,  ami  hb  knffiwUg  the  ibhs^  if 
as  the  Spirit  of  man  knows  the  things 
uf  his  oirn  m:nd,  ver  1  intimates  ihui  lie 
is  as  ri&atial  to  the  being  of  God,  as  the 
huimn  font  is  to  the  being  of  mint  and  both 
together  Qieu*,  (hat  the  Spirit  U  include  1  in 
the  divine  unity,  and  partakes  of  (he  nut htc 
and  perfections  of  God :  And  yet  his  tiring 
/ic  Spirit  TL-tC'fb  is  of  Gcf  ccw  n.  fudged , 
that  he  has,  iiifcaic  unknown  nay,  a  i*ib- 


14 


Spirit  which  is  of 
God ;  that  we 
might  know  the 
things  i lint  are 
freely  given  lo  as 
pf  God* 


1 3  Which  things 
alfuwcfptjl^noc 
5n  the  words 
vhhkit  manS  wit 
dom  bndidh  , 
hut  which  the 

HoljfOM  teach* 

c:h  i  comparing 
JptrituaJ  things 
with  fpirituai* 


14  But  the  na* 
| itral  iuau  recciv- 

eih 


The  Firjl  E piffle  to  the  Corinthians  paraphrajeJ^  Ch*  II* 

in  oppofition  to  them*  infiead  of  being  difpofed  to  en¬ 
tertain  them:  But  we  have  been  made  partakers  of 
that  divine  Spirit,  and  have  been  enlightened,  taught, 
and  animated  by  hint,  who,  in  his  perfonal  fubfiflcnce, 
proceeds  by  an  eternal  neccfuty,  and  In  his  operations 
and  influence  comes  forth,  by  peculiar  difpenfauon 
from  God  to  us,  fur  this  very  end  and  purpoJe,  that 
we  might  hive  a  true  and  faving  knowledge  of  thofe 
great  and  glorious  ble  flings  of  the  gofpel,  which  God 
has  be  flowed  upon  us,  not  for  any  worthinefs  or  defert 
in  ourfelves,  or  any  acquirements  of  our  own,  but 
merely  by  the  free  gift  of  his  own  rich  grace  to  us : 

15  Which  excellent  things  we  alfo,  who  are  taught 
to  know  them,  and  that  for  ourfelves  ;  and  particularly 
we,  the  apofllea  of  Chrilt,  fpeak  of,  as  has  been  fatd, 
(ver.  4,)  not  in  rhetorical  language,  which  is  ftudied 
and  learned  by  human  art,  and  would  be  but  like  gild¬ 
ing  a  diamond,  or  lackering  over  the  flneft  gold,  to  the 
debating  of  its  own  Juftre  and  value;  but  we  exprefs 
them  in  a  plain,  inartificial,  though  grave  and  majdUc 
ftyie,  fu  1  table  to  their  native  dignity  and  beauty,  which 
the  Spirit  of  God  inflru&$  us  to  clothe  them  with: 
And,  in  reprefeming,  them,  we  compare  what  he  has 
faid  about  them,  in  former  and  latter  revelations,  in 
types  and  antitypes,  and  in  prophecies  and  accomplifh* 
meats  of  them,  which  call  a  light  one  upon  another; 
and  we  exp  refs  them  in  the  Spirit's  own  language,  as 
contained  in  the  facred  oracles;  that  being  belt  adapt4 
cd  to  imprefs,  as  well  as  convey  juft  ideas  of  the  things, 
which  he  himfelf  has  indited* 

14  But  though  the  tie  fpi ritual  things,  which  ar?  re¬ 
vealed  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  fet  in  the  deardt  objec¬ 
tive  light  before  an  unregenerate  man,  who  acts  only 
upon  principles  of  natural  reafon,  in  his  judgment  a- 
bout  them  *,  like  the  Greets  and  u 'ife  men  after  the 
jtejby  before  mentioned,  (chap*  1*13,  2 6.)  yet  he  don't 
embrace  and  approve  of  them;  bccaufe,  through  the 
d^rknefs,  pride,  fcnfuality,  and  depravity  of  hU  mind, 

he 

T  K* 

pel  he  ever  lb  dearly  publUhed,  and  propofol 
to  his  examination,  33  they  now  were  to 
Jews  and  Grttki ;  «vd  thopgb  he  have  all 
the  learning  of  the  Greeks,  and  all  the  fctvwV* 
tages  of  JfwyS  rabhies  who  made  grt  at  pro* 
femons  of  religion,  and  whofc  buliiicfs  it 
was  to  fhtdy  the  Holy  Scripture*;  yet  hat  tag 
only  natural  principles  of  reafon,  with  its  ut¬ 
ensil  improvement 4  by  external  mean*,  *o 
£iiidc  and  influence  him  tit  hi*  empiiriei  into 
divine  rtveh'ivn,  he  ran  norther  know  its 
(tacrine*  arijrht*  m  thtir  war 

lit  fmtably  aiflflctl  with  them* 


N  O 

|  After  ft?!  the  dr  (putts  chat  have  been 
railed  about  what  ^  here  meant  by  iht  natu¬ 
ral  mant  \  hcniMv  think  a  cluCc  aTierrion  w 
die  apolllt’s  own  riilcovrl;  nay  bcjiiffideoi 
to  determine  it;  for  tkey  arc  fM&fimcji  ft  him, 
fiews  plainly  to  anfwer  to  the  polite  Greeks, 
to  whom  the  prfuthiJg  of  Cbrijl  crucified  -wty 
f&Sfluitjf  t  (let  the  note  on  chip,  i*  13.)  And 
beta Kn}tfaftu!tt:e*F>  frems  yr  aniWer  to  tht 
princes  of  &:s  inclt-fivc  of  thcjtvifk 
ruLcs,  ivt  knowing  the  LzrJtfgkryw  (ice  the 
|u>*e  on  ver,  8,)  And  R>  the  nuiarat  maa  is 


p.i'j,  who,  though  Ulv  dofltiiKs  of  the 


Cb.  S.  The  Firji  EptfHets  Corinth  mns  parttphrafed. 


*5 


ethBPtthclMngt 

of  the.  Spirit  of 
Ood:  for  they 
antfbaGfluid«ua* 
to  Kiroj  neither 
esn  he  know 

t‘hm  j  bcoiife 
they  are  fpintnl- 

jy  d’lccrociL 


15  But  he  that 
is  fpi/iuoi  jvujg- 
h  d|  thiuL'j^ 
yet  he  himielf  U 
of  no 

sua. 


be  caonot  adjuft  then!  to  his  own  reafoifings  azotic 
them,  and  thinks  th  envoi  mere  heap  of  meonfiftenuea, 
weaknefH~f<>Qyj'  and  enthufiafin,  beneath  the  notice  of 
a  m'an  of  fenfe  and  learning :  4  And  though  he  has 
heard  them  with  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  like  the  Scribes 
and  Rabbits*  and  other  chiefs  of  this  world,  that  join¬ 
ed  In  crucifying  the  Lord  of  glory,  (ver,  8,),  yet,  thro* 
the  corruption  of  nature,  he  is  under,  ar  moral  iacapa- 
city  of  u ltd erftanding: them,  in  a  trutyipirituaTand  af¬ 
fecting  manner,  fui  table  to  their  high  worth  and  im¬ 
portance,  for  want  of  a  renewed  faculty,  or  fupernatural 
principle  within  him,,  todifeern  them  ; .  becaufe  they  are 
perceived  in  their  divine  truth  and  (pirituanty,  excel¬ 
lence  and  glory,  only  by  an  under  (land  mg  that  is  il¬ 
luminated  and  rectified  by  the  Spirit  of  God* 

15  But  a  real  Chriitian,  who  is  renewed  in  the  fpi- 
rit  of  his  mind  and  Icd  iitto  an  acquaintance  with 
divine  things  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  {****&*  *)  fearches  in¬ 
to,  difeents,  and  is  capable  of  forming  a  right  judg¬ 
ment  about  all  things  that  are  neceflary  to  be  known, 
relating  to  God’s  way- offal vation  by  Jefus  Chrift  :  He 
can  dtfiiiguifh  truth  from  error  in  fuch  important 
points,'  fees  a  glory,  and  feels  a  transforming  power  iu 
them:  But  f**)  he  himfelf,  as  to  his  fplriiual  know¬ 
ledge  and  fenfe  of  the  things  of  the  golpd,  and  fatis- 
fadion  in  them,  is  not  difeerned,  or 

certainly  judged  of,  nor  can  be  confuted,  by  any  man 
whatfoever,  much  Ids  by  thofe  that  are  deftttutt  of  the 
Spirit,  and  have  no  experience  of  thefe  things;  nor 
are  capable  of  determining  the  truth  or  falflioodof  what 
the  believer  knows  and  fays,  according  to  the  Scripture, 
about  them. 

j 6  For  what  natural  man,  by  alibis  reafon,  though 

fo 

T  E. 


rtf  K:it  who 
known  dw 

N  O 

*  Rt  the!  is  fpiriml  (s  rttvpxTtxw) 
oppoledtoonc*  vti.o,  m  the  next  pre-coding 
ii  called  tire- s")  the  *?£- 

man,  (vhohaa  tto  higher  principle  than 
h I :  o-vn  xitrtac&idfaili  to  gtiidc  him,  and  fo 
lrism  the  thhtg  i  vf  lbi  Spirit  of  Cod  are 

fccjn*  to  an fwer  to  the iu  tfot  ore  dtcc- 
to^ifl y  eaUedt  and  (?  Gbnfi  trtrifitJ  is 

tic  v>i/Sm  of  axd  ;hc  ptwtr  oj  Gi  f  in 
nppo/iiion  to  thofe  to  fchoci  he  *J  ^ 

ond  fio ft nrfs, t  (duj>.  L  i  *+*)  itnd 

fo  be  that  it  fpiniwl  is  here  ihts  rrjfwrrrf.V 
mau;  though*  perhaps*  it  may  jiio  p'tim  iu 
one  of  faperior  knowledge  tuid  as  it 

more  apparently  doth  in  ch*p.  in.  I.  where - 
(r,c  apoflic  tells  ihcfc  Corlnthutui >  he  t>jV  rOi 
yjVer  unto  thtn4  iu  ;isfr /pirifotif, 


TfHJff)  bttf  at  unto  cttrnoij  o,d£itix£f<r^  and 

as  uritt  bsves  in  Cbrij} ;  He  there  feems  to 


dtog  ffl  the  g'lpt; 
mention,  tst  nppof;eiont  not  to  thofc  whom 
he  here  \\zd  c^lkJ  tteiumi  m*nt  (ver*  14  }  but 
to  thole  lliat  tft  n;  comparaitvcly  cirnd*  a* 
being  i»o  in  urh  i n fl neitccd  by  worldly  intt* 
rdl^  and  coriupt  in  their  regard 

to  the  doltnuci  of  the  gufpet^  (Ice  the  note 
on  cl iil.  c.)  And  in  tW  phioe,  he 
mauitciily  fj>c^ks>  of  prUftie  Ciiriftnn* ;  fo 
hero,  be  that  foiriixitli  U  not  to  he  im^er- 
as  rrl-itiog  only  to  !L:x^f;st  but 
uvifi  lo  jutstAjL  ‘Y+c:±crs, 


7.6  '  Tic  Tirft  EpifiU  to  t&c  Corinthians paraphraftd*  Ch*  iu 

cniiu]  of  th<  improved  to- the  higheft  pitch  imaginably  has  ever  pc* 

ijayinftnifthim?  nested  1010  the  fecret  thoughts  and  counfcls  of  God*$ 
Hut  wc  luve  the  heart,  which  arc  merely  matters  of  divine  revelation, 
mud  of  Chrift.  fo  as  to  be  able  to  fiiew  the  fpiritual  man  *  aoy  of  thole 

ihpernatural  truths  that  he  is  hot  already  acquainted 
with,  or  to  convince  him  of  any  mi  Hales  about  thofc 
that  God  has  made  known  to  him  ?  Who  of  them  all 
lhall  undertake  to  demoriftrate  anything  for, 

ox  a  gain  ft  what  he  af&rms  concerning  them  ?  Bat  we 
anoftles,  and  all  of  us,  who  are  now  light  in  the  Lcrd} 
(Eph.  v.  8.)  are  fully  fatisfied,  that  we  are  led  into  tlu 
Hue  knowledge  of  the  mind  of  Chrift,  concerning  the 
great  things  that  relate  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  our 
own  eternal  fa  J  vat  ion,  through  his  crucified  Bon  ;  And 
therefore  no  fchemes  of  other  men,  that  are  contrary 
to  this,  ought  to  be  entertained  by  any  of  you,  with 
whatever  high  pretences  of  authority,  or  of  natural 
reafon,  they  may  be  recommended  by  men  of  name 
and  figure  among  you* 

RECO  ELECTIONS. 

Behold  the'nativc  beauties  of  the  gofpcl,  which  is  indeed  God’*  own  teilimo- 

ny,  and  appears  beft  in  its  own  light  and  language  i  All  its  Hues  center  in  a  cru¬ 
cified  Chrift,  whofe  Jacrifice  is  of  infinite  value,  as  he  is  the  Lord  of  glory;  and 
the  gaudy  Cal paint  of  human  oratory  is  fo  far  from  letting  off  this  important 
doftrinc  with  advantage  that  it  obfeures  the  il-nftrious  firtipiicity,  and  divine  wif- 
dom  and  grace,  which  are  its  higftcft  recommendation*  But  fo  great  is  its  fpir> 
tuality  ami  fobtimity,  and  fo  far  is  it  from  comporting  with  the  mud  re  tine -1 
r  fchemes  of  the  men  of  this  world,  that  it  exceeds  aft  human  thought ;  it  can  nei¬ 
ther  be  found  out  by  natural  rtafon,  nor  fpiiitoally  uttderftood  and  reliihed  by 
nnreneweri  minds,  which,  inftead  of  cordially  embracing  it,  countit  fool  iih  net*. 
How  ncceffavy  then  is,  not  only  an  external  revelation,  but  alfo  an  internal  illy- 
initiation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  who,  being  a  divine  perfon,  is  as  intimately  a<> 
epuinted  with  the  deep  things  of  God,  as  a  man's  foul  is  with  the  thoughts  of 
his  own  mind;  and  who  alone  can  give  us  juft  and  icnprefTtve  conceptions  of  foi- 
ritual  things !  But  blefled  be  God,  that  true  believers,  who fc  faith  is  produced 
and  maintained,  not  by  the  wifdom  of  men,  but  by  the  power  of  God,  and  who 
fincercly  love  him,  are  partakers  of  bis  Spirit,  to  lead  them  into  all  neccITary 
truth,  and  to  give  them  a  right  difeenungof  it  in  a  fpiritual  manner,  that  they 
may  (Uvlngly  know  thofe  great  and  ioexprdUbly  glorious  things  which  God  ha* 
prepared  for  them,  and  freely  given  to  them;  and  may  be  capable  of  dirtirgubh- 
tug  gofpcl  truths  from  the  errors  that  lie  iu  oppofHion  to  them*  And,  u  what 
admirable  contrivance,  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  tbeir  own  Salvation,  do  Subb¬ 
ed  Chriftiaus  difeem  in  it,  who  have  a  more  oompkte  view  of  the  gotpcl  fchemc ! 
While  they  have  the  greatest  fatisfaflion,  experience,  aud  hope  in  tbemfdvcs,  re¬ 
lating  to  it,  no  natural  man  is  able  to  correct  or  confute  them* 


X  O  T  E* 


*  HTw,  ns  fevefal  learned  commcotaUnt 
obfctve,  refers  not  to  /if  £W,  btit  K*  thr /pi- 
ritoat  • Jt/n^  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  venfc; 
For  the  apofttc  U  here  /peeking,  net  of  a  iw- 
tflrclT man's  inltmfimg  Jk  Lvrdt  bm  of  his 


judging,  non  full  and  hotter  informi1* 
the  /pint  it  pi  muni  with  rfipeA  to  the 
irhieh  he  knotv*  by  dirine  revelation,  in  furii 

a  manner,  as  to  be  judged  >/  m  m 


chap. 


H 


Qtia. 


TU  fitfi  E/Zjttt  to  the. Con iktbi  is s  parafirafcd.  27 


C  H  A  Y.  III. 

1  •  .  ■ 

The  apefile  reproves  the  CoriDihians  for  their  carnality  and  contentions 
about  atimfers,  S,hcios  that  all  the  true  f truants  of  drift 

Can  indeed  do  nothing  eff rftttallj  without  himt  that  they  preach  hint  as 
the  only  foundation^  and  every  one  Jbould  take  heed  to  what  he  builds 
on  this  foundation ,  5,—  i  5.  that  the  churches  of  drift  ought  to  be 
kept  pure*  as  they  are  the  temple  of  the  Holy  6 ’hqftt  id,  17.  that  it 
becomes  them  to  be  humble  in  their  opinion  of  themjelvest  18,-20. 
And  that  they  fbadd  not  glory  in  men  s  becavfet  through  drifts  mi- 
nifters  and  all  things  el/e  are  their  j,  21,-23. 


Text. 

D  I,  brt 


ihten*  could 
not  fpcal  ucto 


you  a&  UDtO  fptVI* 

t  dal,  but  as  EinEn 
cimal,  a$ 

tabes  m 

thrift. 


1 

t  hare  fed 

von 

with 

milk. 

# 

dud 

1UI 

wi-h 

nvc^t 

Paraphrase. 

AND  truly,  my  brethren,  even  whilft  I  was  with 
you,  1  perceived  fiich  appearances  of  fond  nets  for 
fecular  interefls,  an  A  for  phijofophical  learning  ;  and  fo 
much  of  an  opinionated  and  difputatious  temper,  that 
though  many  of  you  are  enriched  in  all  vtUrancty  and 
in  all  neceffary  invwUdgey  (fee  the  note  on  chap,  i*  5.) 
yet  I  couid  not  look  upon  the  generality  of  you,  or 

treat'  ymr  in  my  miniltry,  as  perfons  advanced  very  far, 
hut  rather  j,c  in  rnlnt’iiji  JinUt  4*1^  .vn^ 


weak  and  Jow  in  fpiritucil  light  and  expe¬ 
rience;  ami  though  I  efteem  ycu  as  real  believers,  and 


1: 


my 


difcourics  any  othefwife  to  you,  than  as  to  babes  in 
Chrift,  who,  for  fpirkua]  ftrength  and  undcrlUmUng, 
were  but  like  young  children  compared  with  men  of 
full  age. 

2  Accordingly,  1  made  ir  my  chief  care  to  lead  you 
into  the  firft  principles  of  the  oracles  of  God,  relating 
ro  Jefus  Chrift,  and  him  crucified,  which,  like  milk 
for  children,  were  beft  Timed  to  your  fpiritual  edifica>- 
tion,  inftead  of  entertaining  you  with  the  more  ab* 
itrule  ami  lublime  points  oE  the  Cbriflian  faith,  which 
might  have  fed  your  pride  and  vanity,  ami  are  like 

jlrong 

T  J-. 

God  vwtld  ctnfirm  h  the  ($4^  thtf  /Ary  wjAt 
It  bUmdtfi  in  the  dej  cf  ihg  Lznl  arid 

whom  Chid  mtult  vi/dw»t  Tt+hJctsfi 
niJSi  fixdijcxto  c*  ckJ  r:*cmtrl3H*  ( chap.  i. 
a>  3®0  ‘*v*  auiClemclmlc  (tai,  in  the judg* 
mznt  of  cWitv,  be  iccoumri  the  bnih  of 

tF 

Chrifhans,  notvvjriiftuulitig 

all  their  which  he  expreiled  by  their 

bc;i?£  cttrir.il'  und  a:  id  which 

to  lie  ddefiv  in  their  paviitt  ton  mvuh  reiruid 
Co  men,  2nd  to  pr'meipjo  of  human  jinncy 
ai-.d  lhcrd(ijrt\  to  in*  nhltruciing  ot  thr-tr 
prc«ii;h‘i!Cy  in  r.hc  n-cift  fubiimCj  rchncrd1  i:rj 
pr\:r:cal  hriowled^  ji’  tlr.ng-* 


N  O 

*  The  apoftlcTt  calling  theft  G&intlttntt 
brethren  t  and  h tbes  in  Cl  ri  d  y  (lltwi  chat  when 
kc  fp^ike  of  them,  as  ait  Air 

carnal^  be  did  not  mean  it  7,  as  if  he 

thought  them  to  be  iinrcgcutTC'c  psrfrcs,  but 
tn'y  fM panfivt?jt  as  they  were  CLr::;^rjS 
ot  lower  tttri omen tr,  in  cKperin^nul  know*. 
Ic^Iye  aod  grace,  and  mnro  influenced  by 
fjetbly  principles,  ch^n  feme  other  bdierers 
were,  and  thru  they  tbetriclv^s  rr^ht  rca* 
i’onsbty  hire  been  t^ptifrd  to  bc^  c^nlidcr- 
bhiit  meais  they  had  enpy-d;  ffte  (ho 
ootr  on  chap.  ii.  tj.)  And  l-t  ha-l  brftvo 
fpiken  of  them  under  die  chsrsflei'  i>f 

j- .v : ? :  ~i it:  Chr it f  s ^  v.tt.l*}£  thoft, 
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meat;  for  hither¬ 
to  ye  were  not 
able  to  hear 

neither  yet  bow 
arc  jc  able. 


3  For  ye  ate 

yet  carnal ;  for 
whereat  there  is 


among  yon  end¬ 
ing*  and  ItriJc, 

and  divil'tom,  arc 
ye  n#r  carnal,  tod 
ViU  as  men  f 


4  FotvliHcou 
Juirh,  I  am  of 
Paul,  and  ano¬ 
ther  J  m  of  A  p- 
pottos,  arc  ye  qot 
CitilaJ? 


S  Who  then  is 
Full)  and  who  is 

but  mi- 
r  liters  by  whom 
jsbcliwd*  even 

as 


firong  meaty  that  is  propereft  for  men  of  fall  age,  who, 
by  re  of  on  of  ufe,  have-  their  jenfes  exereifed  to  difeern 
both  good  and  evil,  (Heb.  r.  12, — 14.)  For  ye  were  not 
then  in  fie  cafe  to  receive,  and  make  a  good  imptove- 
mentof  fuch  fpiritual  and  lofty  themes;  nor  indeed 
have  ye  as  yet,  after  all  the  advantages  ye  have  enjoy¬ 
ed,  made  fiich  proficiency  in  divine  knowledge]  and  in 
vi£lory  over  remaining  corruptions,  as  to  embrace  fuch 
do£trines  without  turning  them  to  a  wrong  ufe,  any 
more  than  the  weak  (lomach  of  an  infant  can  digeit 
firong  meat. 

3.  For,  as  I  find  by  your  prefen  t  con  dud,  there  is 
(till  a  great  deal  of  carnality  of  temper,  and  childtfh 
ways, of  thinking  about  the  doctrines  of  the  gofpel,  as 
though  they  were  not  to  be  received,  merely  as  matters 
of  divine  revelation,  but  upon  the  authority  and  credit 
of  one  or  another  man  of  note  and  fame,  that  recom¬ 
mends  them  to  you:  Since  (*«.  y*t)  there  are  among 
you  vain  emulations  and  envy  mgs,  on  account  of  the 
fpiritual  gifts  which  fome  are  apprehended  to  be  en¬ 
dued  with,  more  than  others ;  and  tbefe  inward  fer¬ 
ments  of  the  pailions  break  out  into  open  quarrels  and 
litigious  contentions,  and  are  carried  on  to  factions 
and  parties,  for  and  againft  certain  doflrines  and  mi- 
niflers ;  Are  not  tbefe  the  vsorkt  of  the  fiefh  ?  (Cal.  v. 
Ip,  fto,  21.)  Are  hot  thefe  manifest  proofs,  that  ye  are 
not  fo  fpiritual  and  difinterefted  in  your  regards  togof- 
pcl  truths  as-y'e  ought  to  be;  and.  that  ye  behave  too 
much  under  the  influence  of  a  carnal  difpofitfon  of 
mind,  like  the  men  of  this  world,  who  have  no  .better 
than  natural  principles  to  govern  them  ? 

4  For  as  I  have  obferred  already,  (chap.  i.  12.)  one 
fort  of  you  fet  up  for  ope  miniller,  and  others  for  ano¬ 
ther,  as  though  they  were  to  be  the  beads  of  parties, 
and  Lords  of  your  faith.  One,  for  mftance,  faying,  I 
am  all  for  Paul \  as  thinking  him  to  be  the  moll  folid 
and  profound  preacher ;  and  another,  £  am  ait  for 
j4 polios,  as  admiring  bint  for  the  mod  lively  and  florid 
orator.  Is  not  this  a  plain  evidence  of  great  remains 
of  carnality  among  you  t 

5  To  cure  you  of  this,  permit  me  to  aik  you.  Who 
do  you  take  Paul  to  be?  And  wbat  do  ye  make  of 
^ polios  ?  Or  what  in  reality  is  one,  or  the  other  of 
thefe?  Are  they  more  or  left  than  the fervanrsof  Chrift, 
by  whofe  preaching,  one  and  the  fame  do&rine,  ye 
were  brought  to  helieve,  and.  depend  by  faith  upon 
him  ;  not  by  any  fkill  or  power  in  them,  but  merely  as 
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si  tbe  Im6  «m  the  Lord  Chrift  hirofelf  wrought  effectually,  by  tbeir 
uetoy  mu  .mioiftry,  in  the  hearts  of.  every  ‘one  of  you,  that  doth. 

indeed  tali  eve  in '  btmi  Why  then  (houid  either  of 
them,  or  any  other  minifteri  be  letup  one  a  gain  ft  a- 
nother,  or  be  looked  upon  as  any  thing  more  than 
fubordinate  inftruments  of  your  fpmtual  benefit  ? 

«  r  hive  plan;*  $1  Patti,  the  apoftJe  of  Jefus  Chrift,  {chap.  i.  i.)  to 

fpe*h  under  the  figure  of  a  labourer  in  a  vineyard y  which 
ns«  the uwroft.  both  the  Old  and  New  Teftament  church  is  compared 

to,  {Ifa.  v,  i,  be.  and  Matth.  xx.  i,  be.  and  zzi.  33, 
be.)  1  was  the  firft  that  preached  the  gofpel  to  you, 
which  1  .did  with  affidoous  care,  for  a  year  and  a  half 
together ;  and,  blefted  be  God,  I  was  an  inftrumem  of 
converting  many  of  you  to  the  faith  of  Chrift,  (A8s  xviii. 

1 — 11.);  and  fo,  as  an  under  agent  to  him,  1  planted, 
not  only  bis  gofpel,  but  likewife  trees  of  righteoufnefs, 
ry  our  oonverfion,  that  he  might  be  glorified,  {(faJ 
Ixi.  3.)  When  Providence  called  me  away  from  you, 
my  companion  is  lahour,  who  came  after  me,  even  A- 
polfotj  a  lively,  zealous,  and  eloquent  young  man,  took 
great  pains  in  helping  them  much,  which  had  believed 
through  grace,  ( Atisxviii-  27.  and  six.  t.) ;  and  fo  was 
like  one,  who  watered  the  plantation.  But  as  a  tree’s 
taking  root,  thriving,  and  bringing  forth  fruit,  depends 
imirely  on  the  operation  of  the  God  of  nature,  both  in 
forming  the  plant,  and  the  foil  in  which  it  is  fet,  and 
in  adding  the  influence  of  the  heavens :  So  the  fuccefg 
of  the  gofpel  abfolutely  depends  on  the  fpeciai  opera* 
tion  of  the  God  of  grace,-  who  is  the  Author  of  the  gof¬ 
pel  itfelf,  and  attends  the  miniftratioos  of  it  with  the 
power  of  his  Spirit,  to  make  new  hearts,  and  caufe  them 
to  abound  in  fruits  of  holinefs;  infomuch  that  the  whole 
increait*,  which  is  produced  by  our  labour,  whether  it 
be  of  converts,  or  of  their  gifts  and  graces,  and  fruits 


t  nd- 

t:*^r  is  ht  (hat 

any 

’rUr;,  neither  In 

that 


of  rFghrctfufnc-fcj  is  derived  only  from  him. 

7  So  the  tv  as  in  the  world  of  nature,  neither  the 
hufbandman,  that  plants  and  waters,  baa  any  power  in 
himfelf,  or  by  virtue  of  what  he  can  do,  to  acoomplifh 
the  defired  end;  but  all  is  owing  to  thefupremc  agency 
ot  that  God,  who  at  firft  formed  the  earth,  and  made 
it  bring  forth  its  various  kinds  of  plants,  and  who,  in 
the  way  of  bis  providence,  cheri flies  and  improves  them, 
by  caufiug  the  fun  to  fhine,  and  the  rain  and  dew  to  fall 
upon  them ;  After  the  like  manner,  in  the  world  of 
grace,  neither  he  who,  like  Fauft  laid  the  foundation  of 
Cbriftiantty,  is  of  any  consideration,  as  to  the  power 
and  efTicacy  of  his  miniftry  ;.nor  is  he  who,  like  /ipd- 
ks>  went  on  in  preaching  the  gofpel  to  cultivate  the 

good 
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that  watrreth  ; 
bat  God  t  hit  g:v- 
cdi  thu  inatitte. 


Nw  hethat 
phnrtth,  and  be 
that  watereih  are 
one  t  and  every 
mu  thaii  receive 
hit  own  reward, 
according  to  bit 

own  labour. 


*  For  vt  are 
bboaim  togetb  er 
with  God :  yt 

are 


good  work,  which  wait  begun  in  you,  of  any  account, 
as  to  the  happy  fruit  of  his  labours,  how  fluiful,  fer¬ 
vent,  and  diligent  foever,:  either  of  them  were  therein  : 
But  God  alone,  who  authorized  nod  qualified  both  for 
their  work,  aDciaflifled,  owned,  and  hlefled  them  in  ir, 
is  the  fupreme  efficient,  cautc  of  at!  the  good  produced 
by  it,  in  virtue  of  tbe  enlivening  and  cheriihing  beams 
of  the  fun  of  rtghteoufners,  {MaL  iv.  2.)  and  of  the  re¬ 
newing  and  fanftifyiag  influences  of  his  fpirit  ;  {Ttt- 
iii-  5,  6,)  the  glory  therefore  of  all  is  to  be  aferibed  to 
him,  and  not  in  the  leait  to  any  of  us,  who  are  what 
we  are  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  are  to  be  looked  upon, 
as  barely  raicufters,  and  not  Authors  of  either  the  got- 
pel,  or  of  its  efficacy  upon  you. 

8  One  fervaat  of  the  Lord,  who  takes  pains  in  firft 
publilhing  the  word  of  hia  grace,  and  bringing  fouls  to 
him  ;  and  another  fellow  labourer,  who  afterwards 
comes,  and  lays  himfelf  out  in  further  mini  ft  ratio  ns, 
are  all  one,  in  their  doctrine  and  main  defign,  in  the 
authority  of  their  commilTion  from  Chrift,  and  instru¬ 
mentality  in  his  hand  for  converfion  and  edification  \ 
and  are  all  one,  in  their  not  hinge  eft:,  as  to  faving  c- 
vents ;  fo  that,  with  refpeA  to  thefe  things,  one  of 
them  is  not  to  be  eftcemed  and  magnified  above  the 
other,  much  lefs  in  oppofition  to  the  other:  And,  as  to 
the  difference  there  may  he  in  their  gifts  and  diligence, 
every  one  of  them,  who  is  faithful  in  either  of  thefe  Ter* 
vices,  fliall  receive  from  his  great  Lord  and  M after  at 
tart*  not  the  retribution  which  belongs  to  another  man's 
labours,  and  which,  rhough  altogether  a  free  and  unde- 
ferved  gift,  may  be  ftyled  a  rs*jrardt  hecaufe  it  is  he¬ 
ft  owed,  not  for  the  work,  but  after  it  is  done,  and  will 
make  a  rich  amends  for  all  the  toil  and  difficulty  of  do* 
ingit;  but  he  fltiil  receive  the  reward,  which  is  fuic* 
able  to  the  nature  and  proportion  of  his  own  minifteri- 
al  labours,  and  of  his  fidelity,  zca],  and  diligence  in  it : 
Such  an  one  therefore  may  be  thor:ughly  fatisfied  with 
ibis  final  reward,  which  wit!  be  as  happy  and  glorious* 
as  he  can  wifh  for;  and  he  need  not  be  ambitious,  as 
Tome  among  you  are,  of  the  praife  arid  honour  that  come 
from  men  only. 

9  For  as  to  us,  who  are  engaged  in  thefe  important 
ferviccs,  we  are  to  be  equally  conftdered  as  chafe,  who, 
by  divine  afllftancc,  labour  jointly,  and  with  the  fame 
noble  view,  as  God’s  workmen,  in  a  fubordinate  con¬ 
currence  with  him,  who  will  never  leave  us  in  his  work, 
nor  be  unmindful  of  us  after  it ;  this  is  honour  e- 
Hough  for  us :  A"d  as  to  you*  who  arc^bis  church  and 

people, 
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to  Acwflng 
t  ft  t'he  grace  of 
Cad  irhiek  b 
gi?cn  onto  me,  a# 
i  ui&  maltcr- 
f*r1Hcrt  I  have 
tivl  th*  found  a- 
ri(»n,  jrtd  another 
huilJah  thereon* 
Em  kte«ry  ntan 
take  bfrd  bo«  b< 
tuildcth  Ufcnup- 
mi* 


it  for  other 

^undutiun  rail 
ii*i  minwy,  thm 

that 


qf  gawteiii  '(*•?  the  work  of  his  ownhand,attd 

his  peculiar  property,  oq  which  much,  coft  and  pains 
have  been  fp«nt  foe  its  cultivation :  And,  to  ufe  another 
tWJssphor  taken  frqq*  *  fav/fy  which  is  alfo  an  apt  re¬ 
presentation  of  the  church  of  God,  (i  Tim*  iii.  15.)  ye 
are  his  ftnj&ure,  not  of  our  own  creeling,  nor  for  our 
uf?,  bqt  which  be  hi  rate  if  has  built  ior  bis  own  habita- 
t.ionthfqugh  the  fpirit,  {Spb~  u.  22*)  infer  ad  of  that  ma¬ 
terial  Pe-mphii  in  which  he  was  formerly:  want  to  dwell ; 
and  foin  each  of  thefc  views,  whoever  were  tbeineane 
an  d  i  nfe  ro  me  n  »,  y  e  are  bit  1mrktnan/bip>  created  in  Chrijl 
J. efm  unto  good  works*  (Epjb.  ii>  to.}  and  therefore  ye 
ought  to  be.  as  a  dedicated  thing,  oot  at  all  to  os,  but 
injircly.  and  alone  to  him. 

19  In- this  fpi ritual  building,  which  God  has  fee  up 
among  you,  1  had  the  hqnour  of  being,  fir  ft  employed  ; 
and  as  a  IkUful  and  prudent  ar<d*il£&  looks  well  to  the 
foundation  -he-  lays,  aod  takes  care  that  it  be  firm  and 
folid,  and  fiiflbient  to  bear  the  edifice,  which  b  defign* 
cd  to  he  raifed  upon  it  1  fo  according  Jto  the  nature  of 
my  office,,  and  the  meafure  of  gifts  awl  graces  bellowed 
upon  me,  I  have  made  ufe  of  all.  the  wifdom,  with 
which  God  iafpired  me,  in  carefully  laying  the  ground 
work;  of  your  faith  and  hope,  ami  o.f  all  your  Cafety  and 
comfort,  in  the  great  doGrine  of  a  crucified  Jefus,  and 
fidvation  alone  hy  him  ;  and  fotceedisg  minifters,  like 
Apollos,  have  taken  pains  for  your  further  initruftion 
and  edification  upon.  tbit,  foundation.  But  let  every 
otic,  that  would  be  employed,  tn  tailing  a  good  fuper- 
llruclure,  take  fpeciul  care  what  fort  of  doftrines  and 
pra&ces  he  builds  upon  it,  and  fee  that  they  be  indeed 
placed  upon  this,  as  their  foundation,  and  oe  through* 
ly  confident  with  it,  and  worthy  of  it j  that  the  whole 
building  may  be  all  of  a  piece,  for  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  good  of  others,  as  well  as  of  his  own  foiil. 

it  For  as  to  the faundationlxtx.tf,  on  which  the  whole 
church,  and  all  its  doftrines  amt  duties,  rainiltracionA 
and  hopes,  prefervation,  privileges  aad  hi  effing  s  here, 
and  everlauing  glory  hereafter,  are  to  be  built ;  no  man 
whatfoever  has  any  right  to  attempt  the  laying,  nor  can 
he  ever,  with  all  his  wit  and  learning,  lay  any  other, 
that  will  anfwer  his  end)  befides  that  which  is  already 
laid  in  the  eternal  counfels  of  divine  wifdom  and  grace, 
in  the  promifes  and  piophecies  of  the  Old  Teflamcnt, 
in  the  incarnation,  obedience,  and  fufferings of  tbe  Re¬ 
deemer,  *and  in  the  plain  doctrines  and  miniftry  of  the 
gofpel,  and  particularly  in  my  ov.-n  preaching  it  j  which 

fouu- 
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ii  Now  if  s:iy 
min  build  upon 
thl*  Founds  bo, 
gold,  filver,  pve- 
duns  front*  \ 
™nd,  h»T,  flub- 
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ij  Ewy  man's 
work  Audi  be 
made  manifeft. 
For  the  day  {halt 
declare  H,  becaufe 
it  ihall  be  r*v«l- 
ed  by  fire;  and 
the  Uit  l)ial L  try 

tftty 


foundation  is- indeed  no  other  than  Jefu*  Chrift,  who  irt 
his  perfon  arid  offices  is  a  firm,  abiding!  and  immove¬ 
able  rock  of  a£es;  every  way  fufUcient  to  bear  all  the 
weight  that  God  himfelf,  or  the  believing  (Inner  can 
lay  upon  him  \  neither  it  therefalv  at  ion  in  any  ether* 

{AGts  iv*  12*) 

12  And,  (J<)  as  to  the  fuperjlfuRure  on  this  founda¬ 
tion;  if  any  one  in  his  preaching,  like  A  polios  on  one 
hand,  build  upon  it  fuch  fpifimal,  true,  and  holy  doc¬ 
trines  and  pra£iic?F,  as  for  their  purity,  excellence,  and 
ufefulnefsj  are  like  gold  and  filver  and  precious  (tones, 
which  are  lading  in  their  nature,  and  will  bear  the  fe¬ 
vered  trial,  and  are  of  great  value  among  men;  or  if, 
\ikt  judqizing  teachers,  on  the  contrary;  he  build  upon 
this  foundation,  fuch  falfe  doctrines,  and  irregular  prac¬ 
tices,  as  in  their  own  nature  are  worthlefs,  contempti¬ 
ble*  and  peri  (King,  and  of  as  little  account  a$  wood, 
hay,  and  flubble,  which  cannot  endure  the  fire: 

13  The  time  i$:  coming,  when  the  nature  aiu}  evi¬ 
dences  of  the  doflrine,  which  every  one  preaches  and 
holds,  whether  it  be  found  and  right,  or  corrupt  and 
wrong,  or  leading  to  pious  and  moral,  or  to  irreligious 
and  immoral  courfes,  (hall be  clearly  didinguidied,  and 
(hall  appear  to  be  what  it  really  is,  both  to  him  that 
taught  it,  and  to  them  that  in  bibed  it:  For,  whatever 
men  may  rlitqk  of  it  now,  the  day  of  judgment,  that 
all' revealing  and  impartial  day  of  account,  will  through¬ 
ly  try  and  difeovef  it  ;  becaufe  as  the  refiner^  lire  trici 
metals,  and  feparates  the  drofs  from  gold  and  filver  and 
diftinguithes  fuch  things,  as  will- endure  its  heat,  from 

thole  that  will  be  confumed  by  it ;  fo  the  penetrating 

light,  and  ft  rift  procefs  of  the  judgment  or  the  great 
day  will  try  and  prove  every  one's  opinions  and  cor- 

refpondent 

T  E. 

r:k£*-ife  as  plain,  that  the  imaginary  frt  of 
Mfiyru/srr  cannot  lie  the  fire  here  ini  ended: 
For  this  fire  is  not  fw  yudjhmciitx  by  way  of 

for  venial  nos,  as  the  papifri  A>«k 
of  their  pnrgatory  ;  but  it  is,  principally 

leaft.  for  friai  of  Jw?rjjDf  j,  intlafivc  of  corre- 
fpondeit  practices,  as  the  whole  centra 
f hews,  to  prove  whether  they  be  good,  like 
gold%  Jifv*rt  and  premu  1  j9«rj;  or  be  bad, 
like  iewdt  bay^  and  JhtbbJe/  and  the  doc- 
In  11c  of  Patti  and  'rffKfUti  as  well  as  of  bl(r 
Uachen*  ivnift  be  tried  by  it  1  bus  ti  cannot 
be  pretemkil,  that  Petal  and  ApcJlis  thrnv 
fctv'tf *  w  rc  t«  pnfs  rlifmtgii  the  fire  of  fur* 
g4tvfj. '  And  though  here  feems  to  be  a  re- 
icnnre  10  tbe  fhmn»gr  light,  sod  wnAmicj; 
beat  of  the  final  cerltagnrion,  yet  the  cm- 
prcftsoa  null  be'  coafidfred  as  md^phorirsL 


^  NO 

*  By  the  day  and  the  fire  here  fpoken  *Tt 
fame  underffand  the  gojptt  da y,  and  the 
dear  and  feirdiinf  of  its  dodriiitSi  o- 
thers,  thcfoy$fyerufifc**'i dcjtntflmt  when 
emtfitned  by  fire.  •  But  it  ficros  evident  to 
me,  thv  1  he  apofHo  meant  the  day  of  Jadg~ 
wen*.  and  the  all-ftapchuig  d’fcoveries,  with 
their  different  create,,  that  wilj  then  be  mule : 
For  in  the  two  next  verfes  he  fpciks  of  it,  as 
the  day  Qt  trial  and  retribution,  when  every 
wife  frail  receive  fiir  reward^  and  they  that  are 
built  Upon  Chrift,  ns  their  fry'll 

icjavrdi  and  he  ipeakt  of  this,  iv, 

j.)  as  the  U.nc  of  ti)c  Lead's  wming*  w^tju  Ae 
mil  bring  to  hght  the  bidden  the  tgi  of  dorkvefs* 

tmd  every  frail  bavr  Pn&fe  ef  God ;  urul 

thb  ;s  w!iti  be  often  calls,  iiy  way  of 
ococtj  that  day,  a r*d /!v  £.7  Ciriy?* 
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rvnyniq'f  «mkt 
of  what  tort  it  ii. 


14  If  any  man's 
vtrtk  abide  , 
w  hkta  he  hath 
K^iitt  ilitreupoDj 

he  ftiall  receive  a 
reward* 


i  r  If  any  man's 
work  {hall  be 
bnrnt,  he  JhH 
fclferloJs:  but  he 
]*;uifelf  lhalL  be 
lived ;  yet  ib  as 
by  fi  rev 


id  Rnovyenot 

thut  tc  arc  the 
■ 

itiupk  ot  tied, 

and 


refpondcar  prafiices,  of  what  kind  foever  they  be;  and 
will  fbew  whether  they  come  up  co  rhe  feriptme  ftau* 
dard  of  divine  truth  ;  and  whether  they  reft  upon,  and 
be  agreeable  to  the  fundamental  doctrine  of  faivatiorc 
alone  by  Jefus  Cbrift,  or  not, 

14  If,  in  this  awful  day  of  ferutinity,  any  marA  doc** 
trines,  and  bis  behaviour  anfwerable  to  them,  which  he 
has  erefted  upon  this  foundation,  (hall  appear  to  harmo¬ 
nize  with  it,  and  Hand  proof,  he  fhall  receive  a  graci¬ 
ous  and  ample  retribution,  with  peculiar  marks  of  ho¬ 
nour  f,  in  proportion  to  his  eminent  degree  of  faithful* 
nefs,  labour,  and  ufetuioefs  in  the  work  of  the  gofpel. 

15  iU  on  the  connary,  the  doctrines  which  any  one 
has  efpoufed,  and  put  into  practice,  through  ignorance 
and  miftake,  ft  nil  prove  to  be  unfcriptural  and  falfc, 
though  not  fundamentally  erroneous ;  and  fo  Ihall  be 
rejected  and  nullified,  like  contemptible  and  combus¬ 
tible  materials,  which  Ac  burnt  up,  inftead  of  being 
prelerved  and  refined,  by  fire  ;  That  man,  how  fond 
foever  be  were  of  them  before,  IbalMofc  all  the  advan¬ 
tage,  which  he  vainly  espefted  from  them ;  But  he 
himfelf  being  founded  upon  Chrift,  as  his  rock,  and 
only  ground  of  his  faith  and  hope  toward  God  for  eter¬ 
nal  life  ;  and  not  carried  into  hcemiou  fuels  by  his  ci¬ 
ther  mistaken  notions,  lira  I i  be  faved  from  the  wrarh  to 
come;  though  it  be  with  apparent  difficulty  and  danger* 
which  may  be  illuliiatcd  by  a  marA  efcapmg  with  his 
life,  through  the  fire  that  burns  down  his  houfe,  and 
con  fumes  his  goods.  (See  the  note  on  vcrm  13,} 

1 6  But,  to  (hew  that  there  are  other  errors  of  dill 
more  pernicious  confluence,  let  me  remind  you  what 
has  been  hinted,  {yer*  p,)about  your  being  God's  ovm 
building*  D;m?t  ye  urulerftand  and  confnter,  that  yc 
who  are  his  true  church,  eretL'd  on  Chrift  as  your  foun¬ 
dation,  are  fet  a  pH  ft  for  God  by  his  own  appointment, 
fanclified  and  devoted  to  him  as  bis  temple,  in  a  much 
higher  and  nobler  fenfir*  than  the  Jtwjh  temple  ever 

was 


notes 

vrh en  applied  to  the  trying  and  difeoverms,  and  prtthaii  fours,  mud  be  taken  ia  a  meu- 
provmgand  di  (proving  the  ttuth  of  tfo&rints  phoric&l  fenfe. 

including  aittacrahie  pra£ikes>  and  to  the  \  Ibis  rttnErJ  Teems  to  point  out  funic 
CHiifhtmng  ot  ihofe  that  are  falic  and  wrung;  higher  tjcgrcci  of  ^tary,  than  oih^rreal  dm*- 
beezufi:  no  material  lire  can  have  iuch  an  ope-  tkins  and  gutpd  of  lower  attain- 

ration  upon  what  is  merely  of  a  moral  on*  metus  in  li^tJirul^-c,  purity,  labour,  an:l 
cure,  and  tlwrefon  it  1$ siiklod,  wr-  t(.  that  ufctulflcf*,  uill  Ki  ttvt  |  btniuict  as  appeals 
he  vho  builds  wood,  h ay,  and  Hubble  on  from  the  next  veil*?,  nery  true  believer,  wul 
the  foundation,  lhah  be  laved  as  by  or  faithful  Jenravt  ot  Chritf,  who  huHs  the 
in  like  manner  us  a  min  narowly  escapes  liead,  fia H  h yl'Wrf ;  though  ho  may  fvilir  a 
through  the  fire,  when  hU  fcoulc  ts  all  in  loft,  that  tics  in  op  po  fit  ion  to  receive  chi  re* 
about  him;  and  none  cm  di'iiht  but  ward. 
th.it  h.iji  mil  ftxtbUi  and  t  filwt 

VoulV.  f  c 
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and  thal  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Cod  flivtl- 
in  you  ? 


77  If  any  man 
delUc  il»e  temple 
of  Gndt  him  IhalJ 
Coil  deihi7 :  f.r 
|hc  temple  of  God 
h«ly,  which 
ttzpU  ye  are* 


iS  Let  no  man 
deceive  him/elf : 
if  any  man  a- 
mo«g  you  feem^ 
eth  \q  be  *:Ct  to 
thi$  world,  let 
trim  hecome  a 
fuol,  that  he  may 

be  wife. 


ip  l:ne  the  uip 
domof  this  world 
is  foo' i  Hindi  iriih 
C&d :  fur  it  is 

written 


The  Firfi  EplflU  to  the  CoRlHTHl  ANft  paraphrased  Ch.  iii- 

was  of  old  ;  and  that  he  who  mamfefted  himfelf  by  vi¬ 
able  tokens  of  his  gracious  pre fence  In  facred  that 
houfr,  and  fo  was  laid  to  dwell  there,  doth  now,  in  a 
more  fpi ritual,  excellent  effe&ual  manner,  re  fide  by 
fpecial  relation  and  pofiefiion,  operation  and  favour,  in 
■you,  as  his  own  habitation,  through  the  Spirit  ?  (See 
the  note  on  Chap .  vi,  ip*) 

17  I  therefore  any  man  fliall  maintain  and  propagate 
fuch  errors,  as  are  fubverfive  of  the  foundation  itfelf, 
and  fo  ilia] I  corrupt,  and  do&riually  ddlroy  (*W*J)  this 
fpiritual  temple  of  God’s  own  erection  on  a  crucified 
Jefus  ;  the  cafe  of  that  man,  be  his  pretences  and  figure 
in  the  church  ever  fo  great,  is  abundantly  worfe  than 
that  of  fuft’ering  loft,  and  being  fared  as  by  fire ; 
{i»er*  1 5.)  he  ihall  not  be  favtd  at  all  ;  but  the 
holy  and  jealous  God  will  punith  him  with  everlaftingde~ 
iiruftion  *  for  this  Spiritual  temple  of  the  living  God, 
which  ye  his  church  are,  is  punned  and  fet  apart  for 
himfelf,  and  the  corrupting  of  this  in  fundamental  points 
of  principle  and  pra&ice,  is  a  much  more  heinous  crime, 
than  it  was  to  profane  the  courts  of  the  Jewijh  temple 
and  will  be  more,feverely  animadverted  upon  in  the 
great  day* 

18  Let  every  one  then  take  heed,  whether  he  be  a 
preacher  or  hearer,  that  he  do  not  cheat,  and  impofe  u- 
pon  himfelf  to  his  own  confufion,  by  propagating  or 
entertaining  any  pernicious  error,  through  a  vain  con* 
ceit  of  his  own  fuperior  undcrftandiag  ;  If  there  be  a* 
ny  among  you,  who,  liketbc  Philofophtrs,  politicians 
and  Rnbbiii  of  the  age,  feems  to  himfelf,  or  others,  to 
be  wife  in  earthly  things,  and  according  to  the  falfe 
judgment  that  the  men  of  this  world  make  nf  wifdom; 
let  him  renounce  all  this,  as  far  as  it  oppofes  or  inter¬ 
feres  with  the  do&rines  of  the  gofpel,  and  be  bumble 
under  a  fetife  of  the  infuffiaency  of  all  its  parts  and 
learning,  ever  to  attain  to  juft  and  fpiritual  apprehenfions 
of  them  j  and  let  him  be  contented  to  be  ridiculed  as 
a  fool,  by  the  high  pretenders  to  reafon,  for  embracing 
the  doctrine  of  the  croft,  which  they  eftcem  foolHhnefe, 
[chap*L  18.)  that  he  may  become  truly  wife  toward  God 
and  to  the  falvation  of  his  own  Soul,  through  faith,  in 
Jefus  Chrifh 

it)  For  all  rhe  policy  and  prudence,  wit,  and  learning 
of  the  men  of  this  world,  which  gave  them  a  reputa¬ 
tion  for  wifdom,  are  no  better  than  folly  in  God’s  ac¬ 
count  ,  and  in  comparifon  with  his  glorious  fchemeoE 
falvation  through  a  crucified  redeemer }  and  he  will  prove 
it  to  be  foj  bow  much  foever  they  pride  themfehres  in  it 

and 


Ch.  itu  7b*  Pirjl  EpifiU  to  the  Corinthians  paraphrafei.  35 


written.  Ho  talc* 
cih  tbc.  rfc  in 
their  craft  i- 

a eft. 


\*>  And  again. 
The  LonLkmtv*- 
riJi  the  thoughts 
of  the  wfe,  that 
they  are  vain. 


11  Therofore 
Kl  no  man  glory 
in'  men :  for  alt 
lUtogi  ate  yew^ 


xx  Whether 

P-4ui,orApol|ios 

of  Ccphaj,  or  the 
wurld,  or  lire,  or 
death,  or  thingi 
prcfcnt,  or  things 
to  come;  41  ace 
yuurit 


and  thin t  to  carry  their  point  hy  it  \  For  we  may  ripply 
to  oar  prefent  purpofe,  what  is  laid  of  the  moft  rapaci¬ 
ous  of  mankind,  {Job  v.  13*)  where  it  is  written  to  this 
effeft,  he  entangles  and  catches  the  worldly  wife  in 
their  own  cunning  contrivances,  and  turns  their  moft 
prudent  and  beft  concerted  meafures  to  their  own  ruin, 
or,  as  it  is  farther  explained  in  that  context,  {vcr.  12, 
14*)  He  difappointetb  the  devices  if  tie  crafty  ;  f>  that 
their  bands  cannot  perform  their  enter  prize  ;  ■  and 

the  toanfcl  of  the  J reward  is  carried  headlong  :  they  meet 
with  dark ntfs  in  the  day  time%  and  grope  in  the  noon-day 
as  in  the  Night* 

20  And  (till  further,  ro'lhew  that  the  wifdom  of  this 

world  is  fbolilhnefs  with  God,  {vcr.  19.)  It  is  written 
in  another  place,  {PfaL  xc;v.  y — 11,)  The  great  Jeho¬ 
vah  is  intimately  acquainted  with  the  thoughts,  projects 
and  reafonings  of  the  wifefl  of  men,  and 

perfectly  knows  that,  compared  with  his  own  counfels 
they  are  all  empty  and  inGgnificant,  faolifli  and  Inef¬ 
fectual  ;  and  that  none  of  their  ways  of  thinking  are 
any  farther  right  and  ufcful,  than  he  teaches  men  know¬ 
ledge* 

21  Since  therefore  all  the  ingenuity  and  learning  in 
the  world,  cfpecully  with  rcfpect  to  fpmcual  and  eter¬ 
nal  things,  are  mere  folly,  when  compared  with  the 
wifdom  of  God  ;  and  Gnce  no  man  can  lead  you  into 
the  way  of  frdvation,  but  as  he  himfelf  is  taught  of  God, 
let  none  of  you  boait  of,  and  call  yourfelves  the  di topics 
of  any  roan  whatfoever*  to  the  rejecting  and  dcfpiGHg 
of  others  that  preach  the  fame  evangelical  doctrines 
with  themfclves  :  This  would  be  to  forget  that  th*y  are 
but  men,  and  to  exclude  yourfclves  from  the  benefit, 
which  ye  might  receive  from  one,  as  well  as  another  of 
them.  For  all  things,  of  what  nature  or  kind  foever 
and  particularly  thole  that  relate  to  the  difpentauon  o£ 
the  gofpel,  are  given,  in  a  covenant  way,  to  you  that 

believe  in  Jefus  ;  and  they  are  deGgned  and  ordered  of 
God,  for  your  fpi ritual  advantage  : 

22  All  the  faithful  miniltcrs  and  apofUes  of  the 
Lord,  fuch  as  Paul,  A  polios  y  and  Peter,  under  whom 
refpe£fc:vely  different  parties  among  you  have  ranged 
themfelves;  ( chap •  i.  12,)  all  thefe,  together  with  their 
gifts,  graces,  and  imniftrations,  arc  appointed  and  gi¬ 
ven  for  your  fakes,  that  ye  may  he  built  up  in  faith  and 
holinefs,  to  complete  falvadcm  :  {Efb*  iy*  1 1—16.)  All 
the  afftirs  of  this  world  are  in  the  hands  of  Chrift:  not 
to  give  you  a  civil  right  to  its  ample  poiftflions,  as  if 

C  2  temp- 
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temporal  property  and  dominion  were  founded  in  grace 
bur  to  give  you  6' entile ,  as  well  as  believers,  a  cove¬ 

nant  claim  to,  and  a  fdii£ti£ed  ufe  of,  as  much  of  them  as 
he  fees  to  be  bell  for  you ;  and  to  difpofe  of  them,  and 
over-rule  them  for  your  good,  as  the  Government  is  u- 
pon  his  Jhoulders  and  he  is  head  over  alt  t kings  to  the 
thurch\  (Ifa*  ix*  6.  and  Eph*  i*  21*)  Your  own  lives 
are  alfo  given  you  for  a  blefling  ;  and  {hall  be  continued 
juft  fo  long,  and  in  fuch  ci  ream  (lances,  whether  pros¬ 
perous  or  adverfe*  as,  upon  the  whole*  is  be  ft  for  you  f ; 
and  the  lives  of  bis  raiaiftring  fer  virus  are  prefer ved 

for  you r  jurtherance  and  joy  of  faith  ;  (Phil,  i*  25.) 

Death  itfelf,  thargreateft  terror  to  human  nature,  has 
loft  it’s  fling;  and  in  whatever  way  it  comes  to  you, 
whether  in  the  more  or  lefs  lingering  and  painful,  by 
the  courfe  of  nature,  or  the  ham)  of  violence,  it  (hall 
be  your  eternal  gain ;  and  even  when  your  Minifters 
feal  their  tcitimony  with  their  blood,  and  Ghrift  is  mag - 
nified  in  their  bodies  dying,  as  wdl  as  living,  ( Phii  i* 
20*)  it  is  for  the  confirmation  of  your  faith  in  that  gof* 
pd,  for  which  they  bravely  fuffer  unto  death  ;  All  pre- 
fern  things,  whether  of  a  fpintual  or  temporal  nature* 
or  of  the  comfortable  or  affliflive  kind,  work  together 
for  your  gwJ ;  (Rom.  vii!,  28.)  And  every  further  oc¬ 
currence  to  you,  or  us,  on  this  tide  the  grave,  is  wifely 
adjufted  beforehand,  in  God's  counfels  and  covenant, 
for  your  advantage  ;  And  to  crown  alt,  the  glory  and 
blefiedncfc  of  the  future  ftate  after  death  and  judgment 
and  for  ever,  is  an  inheritance  reserved  in  heaven  for 
yaw,  u bo  are  kept  by  the  power  if  GW,  through  faith% 
unto  fahation .  (1  Pet.  i.  4,  5  )  In  a  word,  all  things 
whatsoever  whether  we  take  them  in  one  or  another  of 
thtfe  views,  are  put  into  the  inventory  of  the  covenant 
fettlemem,  which  is  made  upon  you,  to  be  ufed  and 
enjoyed  by  you,  or  improved  and  over-ruled  for  you  to 
fubferve,  or  make  up  your  fpi  ritual  and  eternal  felicity. 

*3  And  ye  dr;  23  And  that  which  fecures  all  this*  and  is  indeed  the 
thrift completion  of  it,  is*  that  ye  are  not  any  Marts ,  but 

Ch rifts  peculiar  people,  property*  andfubjeaa,  Spoufeand 
members,  whom  his  Father  has  given  to  him,  and  he 
ha£  purchafed  with  his  own  blood  ;  and  who  have  yiel¬ 
ded 

NOTES, 

*  Thtapoflte  pToIublyhrmgi  in  fifwpr/j,  |  It  fee  ms  much  too  narrow*  to  confine 
among  tl\o&  i tings,  which,  fpcaking  nf  Gra-  &fet  Jcoth,  ttiwgj  frtftni*  end  /Aiqgj  to -amt ^ 
rite  bdifYtn,  he  [ays  arc  ihtirt,  in  oppofitioQ  to  vhat  befe!  ihc  AptfH u  in  this  life,  for  the 
tn  die  fond  notion  of  ch;  Jiiuj,  who  dtfpifd  file  of  the  church;  and  yet  as  foefi  things 
the  Gent:!n%  counting  them  ss  uoth;jsgt  and  may  be  well  comprehended  in  this  extenfnre 
uiHyfeitttt\  and  who  thought  that  God  account  of  the  a/iibiont  which  are  thebe- 
made  ti*t  H'wtd  only  f$r  the juke  of  their  own  lievtr*,  1  haie  given  them  a  place  in  the  pa* 
wutjyn.  Sec  a  Ejd*  vi.  j5 — jp*  raphrale, 
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drift's;  and  ded  yourfeives,  up  by  faith  to  him,  to  be  favccj  and  go* 

Chriftb  God'**  verned  by  him,  as  your  head.  Lord,  and  King, 

and  to  be  filled  with  all  the  blcffings  of  grace  and  glory 
which  are  treafured  up  in  him  for  you  :  And  there  is 
no  doabt  to  be  made  of  his  bein  g  able  and  willing  to 
anfwerall  your  dependencies  on  him,and  tocomplete  your 
happincfs;  fince,  in  his  divine  nature,  he  is  the  eter¬ 
nal  Son  of  God ;  and  in  his  human  nature,  and  office 
capacity,  he  is  the  mediator  and  Saviour,  of  God  the 
Fathers  own  providing,  that  he  may  take  effe£hjal 
care  of  you,  till  he  perfefls  all  that  concerns  you,  in 
fuch  a  way  and  manner,  as  fhall  leave  no  room  for  glo¬ 
rying  in  men ;  but  as  fhall  be  intirely  to  his  own  praife 
and  his  Father's  glory  through  him,  and  to  your  own 

utmoft  Lamfaftion,  as  all  that  is  in  God  and  Chriil  is 
yours* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 


With  what  faithfulnofs  and  prudence  Ihould  mini  Iters  accommodate  their  dif- 
tourfo  to  the  drcumfUnces  of  the  people  1  But,  how  uuebriftfon-like  and  inju- 
r  in  as  art  carnal  party  contentions  about  religion,  and  filling  up  one  fervant  of 
Chrift,  in  oppolition  to  another,  white  both  are  united  hi  the  tame  fpkit  and  de- 
fign  [  They  are  all  ufcful  to fiihferve  his  work;  and  he  fo  far  honours  them,  as  to 
make  them  in  an  inferior,  in  ft  ru  mental  fenie*  workers  together  with  him-  But 
the  glory  and  fucoefs  of  all  their  wifdom  and  labour  is  to  be  alcribcd  to  the  grace 
i>f  God*  which  ia  given  to  them,  and  is  with  them!  They  arc  only  minifters,  by 
whom  any  helioe,  as  the  Lord  freely  grants  it  to  them,  Alas  !*  IVhat  can  the 
mofl  eminent  preachers  do  to  Caving  purpofes,  unlcfs  God  give  the  inercaie,  both 
as  to  con  Ter  lion  and  edification  \  And  an  increafc  fo  not  to  be  especled  from  him, 
nnlefs  they  preach  Chrift  as  the  foundation  which  God  has  laid,  and  betides 
which,  no  other  can  be  laid*  O  how  careful  fhoold  both  irihiiftcrs  anil  people 
be,  to  beep  to  this  foundation*  and  build  ail  other  religious  defines  and  duties 
upon  it !  Since  God  will  deftmy  them  that  go  off  from  it,  and  by  their  pernicious 
enors  corrupt  the  church*  which  is  his  htifhandry  and  building,  and  Ids  temple 
coufecratcd  to  him*  And  how  concerned  [huuld  all,  who  arc  called  by  C  brill's 
name,  be,  that  the  do&rines  they  efpoufe,  and  their  practice  anfwtrabie  to  it,  he 
fet  upon,  and  be  agreeable  to  this  foundation  !  For,  il’  they  are  not  lb,  they  will 
be  but  Uke  wood,  hay,  and  ftubblc,  in  the  great  day,  which  will  try  and  con- 
fume  them;  though  he,  who,  through  ignorance,  and  undrfiguing  rmftakc,  went 
into  them,  may  himfrlf  be  fayed*  But,  if  they  are  cor.fonant  to  the  fundamen¬ 
tal  truths  of  thcgofpd,  they,  like  gold,  Giver,  and  precious  ft  ones,  wiil  endure 
the  grand  trial,  and  be  found  unto  praife,  honour,  and  glory,  at  the  appearing 
Jcfus  Chrift-  Among  them  therefore  that  lb  all  be  fayed,  fame  will  receive 
higher  re  wap  Is  of  grace  than  others,  according  to  the  diftmnt  drgrect  of  faitft- 
iut  tervices*  which,  by  the  Tame  grace,  they  were  enabled  lo  perform,— -llow  in* 
finitely  fu  peri  or  fo  the  wifdom  of  God,  in  the  fchc'.nt*  of  fnvation  by  a  crucified 
Redeemer,  to  all  the  wiGSom  of  men,  which  is  mere  foolifhreft  in  his  account, 
who  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  their  thoughts  and  rca  fan  lugs,  and  knows 
them  to  be  vain  !  And  how  much  belter  is  it  to  rrtign  our  own  wiitimn,  though 
ever  fo  highly  tfteemed  by  the  men  of  this  world,  to  the  unerring  and  adorable 
wifdom  of  God,  than  to  oppoie  onr>owii  meafurts  to  his,  which  fo  only  to  de¬ 
ceive  ourfclves  in  matters  of  evcrUiAing  conlequence  I  But  how  great  fo  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  happiutfs  of  true  believers!  finer  all  things  are  theirs,  whether  min: * 
tiers  or  ordinance*,  tbfo  world,  lift;  or  death*  things  prelent,  or  things  to  come, 
23  they  nnc  Chrift  *$>  who  has  an  intcreft  iu  them,  and  can  UWhiaby  fecure  ;di  bfcf* 
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CHAR  IV. 

The  apcjlle  flairs  tin  true  character *  and  the  efieem  that  ought  to  be  had 
of '  gofpei  minijlers%  who  mttjt  Jland  or  /ally  not  by  mans *  hut  by 
6'c/j  fiwi  judgment  concerning  themt  I* — 0-  Ca u£ ion  s  the  Corinthi¬ 
ans  againjl  priding  tbemfihes  in  xvhat  they  had  received y  and  againfi 
defpijtng  himt  and  hit  fellow  fervantty  on  account  of  their  igmmi* 
nious  treatment  from  the  wortdy  y> — 13,  Claims  their  regards  to 
himfelfj  as  their  Jpiritual  father  in  Chrifiy  14* — 16*  And Jbews  his 
great  concern  for  thenty  in  that  he  had  fent  Timothy  to  themt  and 
intended  himfelf  to  comet  and  rectify  diforders  among  tbemf  17, — 21* 


Te*t,  Pahaphhase. 

AS  to  the  chanftcr*  under  which  I  and  my  dcarfcl- 
**  oMhc  mini*  low  labourers  would  be  regarded  among  you ;  let 
Acts  of  Chrift,  none  exalt  us  too  high*  as  though  we  had  dominion  e* 

li?e  m^aies  of  TCf  t*SC^r  *  i2  G°r'  *'  2 4-)  nor  ma*te  fo  b'ttlc  ac* 

God.  *  count  of  our  office*  as  though  it  were  contemptible*  in- 

fignificant*  or  unneceflary :  Nor  let  them  be  influenced* 
by  any  externa!  or  perfona!  confi  derations  what  footer* 
to  depreciate  Tome*  and  idolize  others*  that  are  faith¬ 
ful  :  But  let  every  one*  laying  aGde  a  party-fpirit,  judge 
concerning  us  all*  as  neither  more  nor  left  *  than  the 
fervants  of  C  hr  ill*  whom  he  has  commiflioned  and 
commanded*  qualified  and  affifts,  to  labour  under  him* 
and  in  fuhordination  to  him*  who  is  ourLord  and  Mafter 
and  the  great  fubje£t  of  our  miciftry*  and  on  whom  all 
its  fucceft  depends :  And  let  them  confider  us  as  per* 
fens,  whom  he  has  advanced  to  an  honourable  and  im¬ 
portant*  though  laborious  fUtion  in  his  houit  and  fa* 
mily,  as  fie  wards  in  truft*  for  difpen  ling,  both  to  Jewn 
and  Gentiles  t  the  great  and  unfearchable  doctrines  of 
the  gofpei  of  the  grace  of  God 

2  Further- 


NOTES, 


f  The  word*  rendered 

Is  cnittmoflly  mett  and  purru li¬ 

ly  iigaitits  Juch  ftmiits,  '■«  laboured  in  rvvs* 
iaj  V tjfch ;  and  fc  intimates  th jt  miniflm  arc 
to  take  great  paim  in  their  Lord's  work,  like 
under-rowers  to  him, 

t  By  tbc  *tyfl tries  &f  OcJt  feme  pndcrftand 
the  n?&d  and  Swrc mentf ,  Lut  though  the 
hit,  as  well  as  the  firft  of  theft  arc,  (o 
hr  difpeniVd  hy  the  mini  fliers  of  Chrift,  and 
end  the  l.srtf’t  Suppit,  were  often 
flyleii  miififrici  hy  the  znticiit?;  yet  l  don’t 
fcnd  that  rhe  fcripiure  ever  lifts  the  word  in 
the  bii  of  theft  leails ;  and  the  a  pa  flic  h?d 
i'j;H  of  himillf,  1-  17,  that  the  priiiri- 
pji  verb,  ft»i:  which  Chi  he  hid  lent  him* 

wss  net  t 9  h-apr*z*t  but  /*  prt.-tfb  tve  gcfptt ; 
a:id  ikisis^kif  he  immc<iij:dy  rrfursto  iiort: 
I’f*r  thh.  htlT  r.g? tc*  with  the  foregoing  enn- 
,  uiul  v;i:h  his  cwji  vsfc  of  the  word  in 


other  planes,  where,  by  mjjflrrirf,  he  com- 
nyiidy  means  ih$  Aff rains  ofChrifl,  In  one 
view  or  other,  -nd  often  wiili  refpcO  to  the 
calling  of  the  Gi&itrs*  And  Lhtfc  may  be 
erdkd  the  my  ft  erics  of  God*  llicy  wire 
feet cti in  ht«  own  bread*  rilt  he  rcwaled  them, 
firft  more  obfcuidy  viultr  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment,  and  now  more  dearly  under  the  New; 
(four,  xvt,  xst  id,}  and  as,  after  all  the  dif- 
covuks  God  has  made  of  them  in  the  gif- 
]*!,  many  thingf  contained  tn  them  hi  in- 
tomprehcJifibie  to  our  narrow  undffihnJ* 
in^ ;  (i  JlrK,  Ml,  id,)  and  they  arc  Ail) 
lo  myftcriou^  to  faintl  minds,  thttthey  have 
no  fgiritual  dtictrning  of  their  tnuh  aod  im- 
portaiKt,  tsccilence  aad  glory!  h  aotbdng 
givstt  &  then 1  it  k^cur  theft  tttjfitriei  jT/iv 
K  ujffom  of  tieavetu  (Chap,  ii.  14#  ud  Matih. 
aiiL  ti*} 
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U  rcqdnd  in 
iU'vv^  that  a 
mri  ,  be  found 

fu'jnd  fatbAil. 


*  But  whh  roe 

it  \*  »  very  iftoiW 
t'lingihatf  fh  *uld 
be  judged  you, 
or  of  11130^  judg- 

ifctnt  :  yea,  I 

judge  not  imae 

i*n  fdf. 


4  Fyr  1  know 
by  my- 
Sif;  v\i  T  not 

inregy  VtiftitieH  ; 

but 


2  Furthermore,  to  let  you  know  what  fort  of  minif* 
ters  I  mean,  that  are  to  be  efteemed  for  their  work’s 
fake,  1  would  add,  that  it  is  indifpen  firry  rcquifite  in 
fuch  a  fervant  of  Chrift,  as  is  worthy  of  the  char  after 
of  a  firtuardf  that  he  by  no  means  ncg!tft,  pervert,  or 
betray  his  rruft,  or  deal  partially  in  it  ;  but  that,  in 
difeharging  it,  he  be  fairhful  to  his  Lord ;  to  his  own 

confidence;  to  the  truth  and  importance  of  the  gofpel 
committed  to  him;  and  to  the  fouls  he  mimfters  to,  as 
not  Jbimning  to  declare  the  viktle  cornfet  of  Gody  but  gi* 
vhtg  to  every  one  bis  portion  in  due  feaforu  (  Afts  XX * 
27.  and  Luke  xii,  42.) 

3  And  {^)  as  to  myfelf,  though  fome  among  you 
may  mvidiouJIy  fuggeft^  as  though  I  were  falfe  to  my 
truft,  that  is  no  great  matter  of  uneafmefs  to  me,  fo 
far  as  I  am  petfonally  affected  by  iL  I  would  indeed 
be  duly  concerned  to  fuppon  the  integrity  of  my 
racier,  for  the  honour  of  Christ  and  religion,  and  for 
my  greater  ufefulnefs  in  the  church:  Bur,  with  refpeft 
to  the  Ante  of  the  cafe  between  God  and  my  own  foul 
it  is  a  mere  trifling  inconsiderable  thing,  of  the  lead 
moment  and  coofequcncc  imaginable,  in  my  account, 
that  1  Ihould  be  judged  and  ccnfuml  by  any  of  you,  or 
rafhly  condemned,  as  an  unfaithful  inward,  in  the  o* 
pinion  of  any  man  whatfoever :  Thcfe  things  do  not 
move  me;  fmee  I  am  net  to  (land  or  fall  at  the  bar  of 
men,  who  sfliime  to  themfelves  a  power  of  judging  me 
in  their  day,  (™  V  t  wpiftj)  which  can  reach  no 
farther  than  the  prefent  lift;  nor  am  I  to  be  dealt  with, 
in  the  great  day  of  the  Lord,  according  to  their  fallible* 
partial,  and  prejudiced  fentiments  about  me :  Nay* 
though  1  know  my  own  heart  better  than  any  other  man 
can,  I  will  not  pretend  to  be  abfolurdy  fure,  that  !  am 
thoroughly  right  in  my  own  judgment  about  my  entire¬ 
ly  difimerefted  faithful™ cfs  in  the  difeharge  of  every 
duty  incumbent  upon  me,  according  to  my  hn cere  aims 
and  endeavours,  as  a  minifler,  and  a$  a  chriftian. 

4  For  though  I  can  boneflly  declare,  that  i  nm  not 
confcious  of  any  deiigned  or  allowed  unfaithful nefs  in 
myfeif ;  and  my  rejoicing  if  tin j,  the  te/lmony  of  my 
confcience*  that  in  f  tnp  licit y  and  godly  fni£crity%  net  by 
Jlrfbly  vri/domy  but  by  the  grace  of  God>  I  have  bad  my 
converfathn  in  the  worlds  and  mere  abundantly  to  you 
-wards ;  (2  Cor*  i*  12+)  yet  alas!  Such  is  the  remaining 
inadvertence  and  treachery  of  my  own  heart,  and  in  fo 
many  things  w  all  vjfendy  (Jam-  rifi  2.)  that  I  dare  not 
depend  on  what  I  have  done,  as  a  fuilicietttjuflification 
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but  he  that  yodg* 
cth  me  Is  the 
Lord* 


j  Therefore 
judge  nufbing  be¬ 
fore  the  time,  un¬ 
til  the  Lord 
come,  wlu)  both 
wilt  bring  to 
hght  the  hidden 
things  of  dark* 
iiefs  t  aid  wilt 
nuke  mitv-feft  (he 
coutiftU  of  the 
hearts;  and  then 
ihall  every  man 
have  pnlfe  of 
iioi. 


4  And  theft 
things,  brethren, 
1  have  in  a  figure 
transferred  totny* 
ielf,  and  ft  A- 
polios,  for  your 
fakes  ;  that  ye 

nigKt 


of  myfelf*  and  my  conduft,  in  God's  account  *t  But  I 
humbly  appeal  for  my  integrity  to  the  final  dccifion  of 
the  Lord  Jefus  himfclf,  the  ommfctcnt  judge  of  all,  by 
whofe  fenrence  alone  my  caufe  mull  be  determined 
when  I  appear  at  his  awful  tribunal;  and  though  be 
knows  me  to  be  lincere,  l  look  for  gracious  acceptance 
of  my  perfon  and  fer  vices,  not  on  that  account*  but 
through ^his  merit  and  righteoufnefs, 

5  Lei  none  of  you  therefore  anticipate  the  great  do 
cifive  day  of  trial*  by  taking  upon  yourftlves  to  pafs 
fentcncc  before  hand  upon  me*  or  others  of  my  bre¬ 
thren  ;  Take  heed  of  judging  our  hearts,  which  God 
only  can  know;  (i  Kings  viii,  39,)  and  of  going  into 
uncharitable  confutes  upon  us*  led  yc  yourfclvcs  be 
judged  ;  (Matt/A  vii.  i*  but  wait  till  the  Lord  Je* 
fus  himfclf  (hall  come  to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead^at 
his  appearing  and  his  kingdom ;  {  2  Tim*  iv*  1 ,)  Then 
he,  who  fearches  ike  reins  and  bcartsy  (Rev,  11.  33) 
will  bring  forth*  and  lay  open  tbe  feenes,  that  are  now 
covered  with  the  thickcft  darknefi,  and  will  fet  thofe 
things  tn  the  cleared  light,  which  at  prefent  are  con* 
cealed  from  human  view*  and  yet  are  neccflary  to  be 
known*  in  order  to  a  juft  eftirrute  of  perfons  and  cau* 
fes  ;  and  he  will  rhea  make  plain  difcov  cries  of  tbe  molt 
fecret  principles  and  difpofitions,  thoughts*  contrrv* 
ances,  and  defigns  of  every  one's  mind  and  heart,  both 
of  theirs  that  give  themfelvcs  the  liberty  of  fitting  in 
judgment  upon  others,  and  of  theirs  that  are  cenfored 
by  them;  Aod  as  many  may  pofCbly  be  acquitted  in 
that  day*  whom  vc  now  condemn  and  vilify;  and  ma¬ 
ny  may  be  condemned  then*  whom  we  now  admire 
and  applaud  ;  fo  every  one  of  thofe,  and  thofe  only, 
who  (hall  then  be  approved  of  God*  will  be  publicly 
owned  and  honoured  by  him,  how  unrighteoufly  foever 
they  may  have  been  arraigned  and  call,  at  the  bar  of 
man's  judgment  here.  , 

6  Thefe  things,  my  dear  brethren*  I  have  reprefent* 
ed  in  a  figurative  ftrain,  as  perforating  myfelf  and  the 
eloquent  A  polkas  y  by  fubftitutmg  our  own  names*  in- 
Acad  of  others  which  are  intended*  under  this  borrow¬ 
ed  form  of  fpecch ;  and  1  have  chofoi  to  refer  the  ap¬ 
plication  to  your  own  thoughts*  for  avoiding  envy  and 
offence,  and  out  of  mete  tendernefs  to  you  ;  that  from 
your  own  reflexions  on  what  has  been  laid*  about  our 

di£ 


NOTE. 


*  Though  jufiifiti  hrre  refer*  Immediately 
to  the  rlrurgfc  of  Gnfythiulntfi*  yt  twgkA, 
in  tbe  apolllc1!  fu  fritting  the  rim^  of  kit  of- 
f  ce;  yet  it  lh**r*  Imv  cjre:'ji  he  was  to  re- 


nuunoc  all  preterm  to  juftifidtfcm  before 
(fftd,  on  the  foot  of  hit  o*n  finer  re  obtdl* 
when  he  fpakc  of  iha(\  and  therefore  I 
hare  added  a  hint  of  this  Ibrt* 
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might  karn  in 
uvn»t  to  think  of 
w in  above  that 
uhidi  U  «riueat 
that  00  00c  of 
yon  he  puffed  up 
Lur  one  agenft 
further. 


7  Foruhomik* 
cih  iKet  ti  difler 

front  titiorhrrl  and 
what  haft  thou 
tltut  thou  dul  ft 
receive  - bow 

if 


difehiming  all  authority  over  your  faith  and  consciences, 
and  about  our  being  only  fervent s  of  Chrijt ,  (ver.  i.) 

and  Minifterj)  by 'whom  ye  believed^  (chap*  iii.  5*)  ye 
might  be  inflrufted  to  take  heed  of  entertaining  a  high¬ 
er  opinion  of  any  mere  man  whatfoever,  than  appears 
to  be  his  due,  according  to  what  I  have  now  wrote  on 
this  head,  agreeable  to  the  whole  tenor  of  the  word  of 
God:  Add  my  defign  in  all  thisds*  to  adjuit  your  fen* 
timents  about  Mcny  that  none  of  you,  from  a  factious 
fpirit,  may  over  value  or  vainly  boaft  of,  and  pride 
himfdf  in,  any  one  of  your  admired  leaders,  to  the  con¬ 
temning  and  running  down  of  another,  who,  on  the 
contrary,  may  be  as  much  cryed  up  by  his  own  party, 
while  neither  of  them  are  any  thing  more  than  God 
makes  them  to  be  to  you  ;  and  therefore  alt  your  glory¬ 
ing  fhould  he  in  him,  and  not  at  all  in  them,  or  in 
yuurfelves,  on  account  of  what  benefit  ye  may  have  re¬ 
ceived  by  their  means,  (chap,  i,  29,-31*) 

7  For  to  hide  piide  from  your  own  eyes*,  as  well 
as  to  prevent  your  idolizing  of  one  Minifter,  to  the  de¬ 
preciating  of  another,  ccmfider  how  the  matter  Hands 
with  refpe£t  to  your  own  attainments.  I  would  fay  to 
any  one  of  you,  that  thinks  too  highly  of  himfelf,  or  of 
iultruments,  who  is  it  that  has  made  yourfeff  to  differ 
in  your  fpirit ual  advantages,  from  what  you  once  was, 
and  from  whar  multitudes  of  others  Hill  are?  Who  has 


dlftinguifhed  you  from  them,  by  the  gifts  and  graces 
of  the  Spirit  which  you  are  partakers  of?  Or  whence  is 
it  that  one  of  you  excels  another  in  them  ?  It  is  not 
from  any  power  or  werrhinefs  of  your  own,  who  was 
dead  in  trefpajfes  end  jinsj  and  by  nature  a  child  of 
wrath,  even  as  others;  (Eph*  ii,  t,  3,)  nor  is  it  from 
any  (hill  or  virtue  in  him  that  planted,  or  him  that  wa¬ 
tered,  who  are  only  Minijlers ,  by  whom  ye  believed,  e- 
ven  as  ibe  Lord  gave  iu:to  you  z  (chap,  iii*  6,  7-)  All 
is  therefore  emirely  and  alone  of  his  free  favour,  who 
gives  the  increafe,  and  diilributes  his  bkfiings,  in  a  fi> 

vereign 

NOTE. 


4  When  I  refleAt  that  all  sdong,  Id  :hc 

pircedingand  M]uwrng  verfe?,  the  apn  file 
ii  ijjcukhig)  not  to  the  leaders,  hut  to  rhe 
mcmiicrf  of  the  church,  asdi&u^iulhcn  from 
tiittn,  Icaaitottvll  how  to  think,  with  the 
grnaal  Arcam  of  cupofitovs,  that  this- verfe 
iJatcsmoft  immediately,  much  iefs  to 
thefc  leaders;  nor.  or*  that  luppcft  tier.,  can 
J  make  out  the  pwpr'tty  Juice  vf  the 
vonncfttull  and  ArguHiuii,  with  ;n.y  folt-rthk 
Indifiiftion  to  niT/i^f :  Fur  this  \ufe  U 

w 

brought  in  to  repre’s  the  pride,  tint  of  llinfe 
M  whom  the  brethren  (ver.  were  pvrird 

t-i'j  of  the  brciiirta  t hem kiyes,  that  iby 


H'iJfht  Jay  afi^c  sU  glor>’ing  In  them,  as  con- 
fidenng  that  all  Jjmitual  imfovmcnts,  which 
dif  ifgiiifli  any  [ieip-n«  ^hal  t'oever, 
tin-ly  o^inir  to  the  free  gift  nf  God  ;  ami  fh 
tlvc  arj^uTTCiit  sjpinft  boaiting,  on  account  of 
they  UiemtHvCi  had  received,  by  means 
oftluti-  miniflcr's  Ubs  ivr$7  is  much  of  the 
time  Itiabi  whh  that,  which  U  idcJ  ajjainft 
glorying  in  i>otn  picfcnce,  chip*  i.  %$ — 3** 
where  it  u*Joub  redly  relates  to  laving  benc- 
fitc  And  tJn>t  it  is  not  to  bciztiuh  t./Jitf™-* 
cJ  here  to  ipIrimaJ  Seethe  u u 


■  1  1  J 
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if  ihoti  did  ft  not 
receive  ity  why 
Aa ft  then  rioiy 
a?  'f  them  n*dft 
oot  laxircd  it  i 


B  Mow  ye  Jit 
fall*  now  fc  are 
rich*  ye  hate 
reigned  is  ling* 
with  oof  at;  and  I 
^  would  to  God  fc 
did  reign,  that 
we  alib  siighc 
reign  with  job. 


vereign  manner,  to  whom,  and  in  what  degree,  he 
plcafcs*  Now  if  you  received  all  yourfupcrnauiral  and 
dill  iitgu  idling  benefits  only  as  his  free  gift*  and  from 
hts  gracious  and  powerful  operation  upon  you,  how  in- 
folcnr,  prepoftcrous,  and  ungrateful  is  it?  How  disho¬ 
nourable  ro  God,  and  unworthy  of  your  chrifkian  cha¬ 
racter,  amt  of  your  abfolute  dependence  upon  him,  and 
obligations  to  him,  for  you  to  vaunt  and  pride  youifelf 
in  them)  or  in  the  inftrumems  of  conveying  them,  as  if 
tbefe  excellent bleflings  were  the  produff  of  yourown  Ru¬ 
dy,  diligence,  or  merit,  or  of  their  art,  and  not  a  mere 
touchfnfrmcnt  of  free  favour  from  the  God  of  all  grace  ? 

8  And  yet  there  feeing  to  be  too  much  of  this  unbe¬ 
coming  and  felf'fuflicient  temper  in  fome  cf  you  ;  ye 
are  now  fatisfied  with  your  prefent  condition,  under, 
the  conduff  of  your  new  teachers,  who  fill  up  with  i>- 
ver*  weaning  thoughts  of  yourown  accomplishments,  as 
veil  as  of  theirs ;  ye  now  imagine  yourfelves  to  abound 
greatly  in  fpiritual  wifdotn  and  grace,  as  well  as  in  hu* 
man  knowledge  and  learning,  and  in  the  good  things 
of  this  life  ;  and  ye  piide  yourfelves  in  your  religious, 
as  well  as  other  acquirements,  as  though,  like  princes, 
ye  were  arrived  at  the  height  of  prolperity  of  every 
kind,  apart  from  us,  who  furfl  planted  and  watered  the 
gofpe!  among  you*  without  our  concurrence;  and  while 
we  are  abfent  from  you;  and  as  though  ye  never  had  re¬ 
ceived,  and  now  no  further  need  any  aflUtance  front  us  : 
And  [  heartily  vrHh,  that  ye  did  indeed  flotirifh 

in  every  thing  that  is  great,  excellent,  and  glorious  and 
moil  highly  worthy  the  chrittian  character  ",  as  much 
as  ye  fancy  yourfelves  to  do;  that  fo  we  might  rejoice 
in  your  mercy,  and  fliare  in  your  happinefs  and  glory, 
as  minifters  that  were  really  inflrumental,  in  the  hand 
of  rtae  Lord,  towards  your  enjoying  them,  whatever 
fome  think  to  the  contrary ;  and  that  we  might  no  longer 
be  flighted  and  defpifed  by  you,  to  the  increafing  of  our 
many  tribulations,  which  are  fo  great  already* 

9  For 


NOTE* 


#  The  apoftle*;  fry  log,  I  nifi  ye  &A  reign, 
that  vtt  dfo  might  tag*  « tih  yew,  i&tiraiitt, 
that  they  arrogated  to  thcmJilw  what  they 
really  were  not  pofTeftcd  of*  and  what  hr 
would  h»ebecnghd  to  have  ginned  in  with 
them.  But  it  is  certain  that  they  did  remark* 
sUy  cxctl  in  Jpirifuitl  asU  evident  from 
irjp'u  y*  7.  and  Qjjixih  being  a  rich  and 
tWrWhta"  city,  it  apjxir?  from  what  the  a- 
jiofti-  wrvre  to  rhrm  2W1E  thdr  collations 
frrthcpcor  flints,  a  chap.  v:ii*  and 

r*-  ;l:at  thv’ir  **trU!j  uexc  aifaci- 


cotiy  affluent  to  ha*c  relieved  his,  and  his 
fellow  labourers  nec^flhies,  tlut  they,  in  thi* 
refpeit,  might  reign  with  them :  And  thtre- 
fore,  when  he  Tvipted  that  they  aid  rrr^v,  J:c 
furely  meam  fomerhiag  more  than  all  theic; 
and  what  could  that  be,  but  their  aboend;:;;* 
attain  men  is  in  2  r  ice  and  btSti  e/f,  which  they 
no  doubt,  ftdftly  ailaracd  to  ihctnftivciS  frid 
gloried  in,  as  wei!  as  iu  (heir  Ipiri* oat  gifts, 
and  temporal  wealth  ;  and  which  he  would 
have  rfjojccl  to  £jid  in  (hep). 


Ch.  iV;  f* ffc  Corinthians  fdrdptr<tfc3.  4| 


9  Foci  think  For  as  to  ipyfelf,  who was  called  lad  of  all  to  the 

f£rdM^i2e<'apl>  Apoftlefliip  xv.  8*i)  and  as  to  other  Apoftles  of 

QEcs  Utt,  a*  ft  Chrift,'  who^Rsweli  as  1*  are  his  lad  wltncflVs  and  ex* 
*crc  ipfMrtetfto  craordinary/mdlciigers  to  the  church,  as  coming  afttr 

^i  ^rptXdc  his  f°rracr  fer  rents,  the  Prophets  $  It  feems  ro  me,  by 
unto  the  world,  the  operations  of  divine  provide  nee  ,  that  God  for  the 
Mid  to  angdi>  mam  fell  ati  on  of, his  own  power  and  glory  in,  and  by 
,tu  to  ntn.  us*  has  expdfrd  os  to  the  extremeft  perils,  as  tbofe  con* 

de timed  criminals  among  the  Remand  wetCi  that  ufcj 
to  be  brought  lad  upon  the  theatre,  and  madc.a  public 
Ihow  of,  as  perfoos  devoted  to  cruel  combats,  which  at 
ail  events,  tnuft  end  in-their  death  * :  For  by  the  fe ve¬ 
rity,  the  ignominy,  and  lira nge  variety  of  otirconfli£ta 
with  all  forts  of  raiferies  and  deaths,  we  arc  brought  u- 
pon  the  ihtgC  of  this  world  to  be  made  a  public  gazing 
flock,  and  a  fign  to  be  wondered  at  by  every  fpe&ator ; 
by  holy  Angels,  with  applauding  wonder,  and  all  good 
men,  with  pity  and  companion  ^.and  by  the  fallen  An* 
gets,  and  aH' the  wicked  upon  earth,  with  barbarous  in- 
fult  and  triumph* 

ioWe<wrfoob  loin  this  bituarion,  which  is  fo  very  different  from  yours 

wifef’  wc  arc  th0Ught  10  WC3^  anc*  creatures  by  the 

airi'ffi^wp'mv  men  this  world,  and  perhaps,  by  fome  of  yourfelves 
bot  ye  art  for  preaching  the  plain  do£trines  of  a  crucified  Saviour 

ant*  ^at  m  c*tcnt  t0  Gcntiki r,  as  well  as  Jems 

la  Jefpifed,  WC  and  for  running  fo  many  hazards  thereby  ;  but  ye  aic 

wonderful  wife  and  prudent  men  in  your  own  opinion, 
and  in  the  efteempf  many  others,  hecaufe  ye  have  fo 
much  worldly  policy,  as  to  run  no  rifks  for  Chrift  and 
ro  varmfti  over  the  do£triues  of  his  gofpel  with  human 
eloquence,  that  ye  may  accommodate  them,  and  recom¬ 
mend  yourfelves  to  the  tafte  of  men  of  corrupt  minds; 
We  are  onprefled  with  numerous  fuiieringsin  his  caufe, 
to  the  infeebling  of  ouf  bodily  frreugth  f ;  but  your 

curpond  flmigth  'and  cmufoi  tg  ait  uot  impaired  by  any 
tribulations  for  his  name's  fake  ;  your  worldly  wifdom 
having  carried  you  into  meafures  to  efcapc  them  in  your 
profeffion  of  Chrift  and  thegofp^l;  Ye  likevrile  (land 
in  high  reputation  with  the  men  of  this  world  and  with 

carnal 


N  O  T  E  S* 

*  Thave  given  tad  on  s  ferifos  of  hsfi  t/  irft  tKtm  a  gain  ft  the  Hanger,  they  were  ex* 
jih! Aneamong  rhereft,  which  canfcs a Ihorn j  po;ed  to;  und  \  \  they  ejbpeii  with  their  lives 
aiiufiui]  to  the  erinaimhr  that  in  the  pnbi-c  one  day*  they  were  rtiervrd  for  the  nest, 
£,tmc$  were  brought  fajt  upon  the  and  and  ib  on,  tilt  they  wtix  fluin,  fee  Dr,  /f«m- 
iright  he  called  (ijr^ararriw)  men  &  mcife/aRil  Whitby  * 

icVtJii;  hecaufc  aftvr  the  raarjirnis  c^vrJ».unfs  *  Weak  tmeSivu?)  f«me  iignific*  pf* 
*  4xhu  were  allowed  armour  to  dtfciiJ  ilicm-  and  loaded  uirh  fuiTctii|“-S  as  in  cl*jp~ 

Mves  againft  the  wiU.bcafts)  had  pbyed  ii«  3  and  i  Cor.  xiL  io.  and  xUt,  it*  and  Umvc 
l^ir  i art  in  the  theatre,  thefe  were  brought  t^icn  it  in  ilut  Ic lift--  here,  t<*  keep  the  Meat 
is>rth  U  soon,  wkhuui  to  pro-  cunoO  id  this*  aud  the  fore^in^  i^ilagc. 


44  Tie  Fir/I  Epiftle  to  the  Corinthians  parapira/eJ.  Ch.  iv. 


tj  Eim  info 
this  piribt  hour 
w  ho*h  hunger 
and  thirft,  aod 
naked,  and  are 
buffeted,  and 
have  no  certain 
dwclling-ptac; 


Ji  And  labour* 
working  with  oar 
own  bands:  be¬ 
ing  reviled*  we 
bids:  being  per- 
iccuted*  wc  iufe 
(srit: 


ij  Bdng  de¬ 
tain  rd  ,  we  in- 
treat  t  v<  are 
made  ai  ihe  fikh 

of 


carnal  tempo  riving  profeflbrs,  on  ill  thefe  accounts  ;  but 
we  arc  looked  upon*  and  treated  with  the  utmofi  con* 
tempt  for  our  faithful  adherence  to  him,  and  bis  pure 
gofpel,  under  tbefe  disadvantageous  circuinflances. 

11  Ye  live  in  the  midft  of  all  outward  cafe  and  af¬ 
fluence,  in  a  rich  city,  and  in  a  commodious  houfes  of 
your  own  ;  hut  we,  ever  Grace  we  gave  up  our  names  to 
the  Lord  Jefus,  and  entered  upon  his  fervice,  even  to 
this  very  day,  areexpofed  to  all  the  hardships  of  hunger 
and  thirft,  and  naked nefs,  as  being  often  fo  deftitutcof 
the  conventencies  and  comforts  of  life*  that  we  fcarce 
h  aTe  neceffary  food  to  eat  or  decent  appatel  to  p  □  t  on :  And 
not  ordyfo;  but,  in  one  placo  and  another,  we  are 
like  wife  cxercifed  with  the  fharp  and  ignominious  difcip— 
line  of  being  (mitten  on  the  face  with  the  band,  feourged 
with  thongs,  and  beaten  with  rods }  (Afts*  xxiti*  2.  and  2* 
Cor.  xi,  23-— 25*}  and,  like  our  great  Lord  and  Mailer, 
(LvAeix*  58*)  we  arc  harrafTed  and  driven  from  one  ci¬ 
ty,  town,  and  country,  to  another,  and  forced  to  wan* 
der  about,  like  vagabonds,  that  have  no  houfe  or  home 
or  certain  habitation,  that  can  be  called  our  own* 

1 2  And,  while  ye  are  liberal  to  your  new  teachers,  and 
might  eafijy  have  fpared  a  competent  fupply  for  us,  we 
have  earned  our  bread  with  the  fweat  of  our  brows  ami 
the  labour  of  our  hands ;  and  have  chafe  to  do  fo  when 
circumstances  called  for  it,  rather  than  Teem  burden* 
fame,  to  you,  or  other  churches,  or  than  prejudice  any 
again#  us,  as  mercenary  creatures,  and  again#  the  gof- 
cl  on  that  account:  [APIs  xviii*  3.  and  xx*  34,  t  Th&jf.  2.  p, 
and  2  Epift.  iii.  8,)  While  we  are  loaded  with  curfes  and 
reproaches  by  oor  enemies  for  the  fake  of  Chrift,  who  alfo 
fuffered  the  like  himfdf*  we,  according  to  his  command 
and  example,  [Matth.  v*  44,  and  Luke  xxiii.  34*)  heartily 
wife  and  pray  for  bleffings  to  come  down  upon  them, 
that  they  may  repent  and  befaved  :  While  we  are  inju¬ 
red  in  our  liberty,  eafe,  ami  property  for  confcicncc 
fake,  wc  patiently  bear  it  \  and,  inttead  of  rendering 
evil  for  evil,  we  endeavour  to  overcome  evil  with  good. 
(Rom,  xii,  17,  21* } 

13  While  we  are  maliconfly  Sander ed  and  ftigmatiz- 
ed  with  odious  imputations,  and  our  name  is  caft  out,  as 
evil  for  GhriJP s fake,  (Luke  vi*  22,)  we  make  no  rc* 
turns  of  opprobrious  language  to  tbofe  that  abufe  us  ; 
hut  exhort  and  befeech  them,  in  a  gentle,  kind,  and 
tender  manner,  for  their  own  fakes,  as  wdl  ours,  to 
entertain  more  juft  and  favourable  thoughts  of  ns: 
But  uotwithftanding  all  this  inoffenfive,  meek,  and 
winning  behaviour,  we  all  along  have  been,  and  to 

this 
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t'  the  world, 
jc  the  off-fcour- 
of  all  thing! 
i’to  this  day. 


this  very  day  continue  to  be  accounted*  treated*  and 
trampled  upon,  as  tbe  Tiled  of  Wretches  that  arc  not 
fit  to  live;  as  tbe  very  fink~of  all  that  is  loathfome  and 
abominable  in  the  world  ;  and  the  refufe  of  all  things  *  ; 
yea,  we  are  deemed  proper  viftims  for  averting  the  di¬ 
vine  anger,  as  if  we  were  the  caufe  of  all  public  cala¬ 
mities,  and  to  be  every  way  as  defpieiblei  and  as  much 
to  be  abhorred,  as  the  very  worft  of  men,  whom  the 
Jieathem  ufed  to  offer  in  fieri  fice,  for  the  purgation  o£ 
their  cities  in  a  time  of  pefttience,  or  other  public  ca¬ 
lamities,. 


14  1  write  not 

cic  thing?  to 

!.*mc  ynu,  but  as 

»<r  bJuvcd  fern? 
■ 

"  -A  JJ  d 


tj  fnr  though 
o»u  have  ten 

M 

inftrW- 

lOt£  is;  Chrift,  yet 

not  many 
‘-cthcri ;  for  in 

Chrift 


14  I  do  not  draw  out  this  particular  detail  of  con¬ 
temptuous  and  injurious  Treatment,  which  we  have  met 
with  and  to  which  even  fomc  of  you  have  not  a  little 
contributed,  by  neglecting,  (lighting,  and  grieving  us  j 
nor  do  I  fpcak  of  your  proud  and  vain  bo  aft  rugs,  and 
of  our  meek,  patient,  and  benevolent  carnage  under 
our  fufferings,  with  a  defign  of  degrading  and  defam¬ 
ing  you,  or  of  expofing  you  to  contempt  and  difgrace 
among  other  churches,  though  it  mu  ft  be  owned  that 
ye  hare  too  much  reafon  to  be  alhamed  in  your  own 
minds  f ;  but  I  mention  thefe  things  in  a  tender  man¬ 
ner,  and  in  great  kindnefs  and  fatthfulnefs  to  you,  that 
like  an  affectionate  father,  I  may  caution  andadmooiOi 
you,  as  my  dear  children,  to  take  heed  of  pride  and 
felf-conceit,  and  of  a  (inful,  unbecoming  behaviour  to¬ 
wards  us,  the  Apoftlcs  of  Chrift  \  and  to  attend  to  your 
own  duty,  with  all  humility  and  circumfpe&ion,  for 
time  to  come, 

1 5  For  though  ye  may  have  ever  fo  many,  even  were 
they  myriads  r j-nv)  of  the  mod  famous  tea¬ 
chers,  to  help  you  forward,  like  fchoolmafters,  in  the 
ways  of  religion  ;  and  how  ufeful  foeveT  ye  may  fuppofc 
them  to  have  been,  for  a  Hiding  your  growth  in  grace 
and  in  the  knowledge  of  Cbrilt  j  yet  yc  have  not  many 
fpiritual  Fathers,  that  have  a  paternal  care  and  affection 
for  you,  as  having  been' the  inftruments,  as  1  was,  of 

firft 


NOTES. 

*  Tht  critic?  hivt  generally  shier  vrd,  that  t  l*  «  admirable  prudence,  and  (weet- 

il'.r*  wufil?  (rtptxa^afuxizt  and  nets  nf  tnfinu&lion,  tbnr  tbe  apoftle  apolo* 

here  rendered  tb*  fifth  q*6  ef-fcwritgi  allude  gia^sfor  hi*  men  honing  (he  foregoing  thing*., 
to  a  known ailloDumnn|  tl«  heathens,  vJio  to  take  offotfcacc,  and  cJUblilfc  Vs  own  au- 
» ere  wont  to  cboofc  human  vUtimt  out  of  tliority+  by  tdiin^  tkctn  that  it  was  not  dc* 
lit:  chegs  of  the  pL'o|\lt;  to  faerifirc  yearly  to  ftgntd  to  upbraid  and  expofe  them  ;  but  ca- 
their  God?)  by  way  of  expiation;  and  when  ly,  in  hi?  parental  affection,  to  caution  them 
t-iliicd  with  the  plaguy  or  other  public  flli-  againfl  fim,  which  tbty  tio  plainly  were 
juity,  died  to  oflir  one  of  tbe  n.Q»dl,  the  guilty  of  .  hut  which  ft  might  have  been  too 
iTIdl,  and  the  moil  fordid  of  the  people,  exasperating  for  him  to  have  f6r  eicptd>ly 
Ui:'  the  lu  ft  ration  of  the  city,  r«  cteaufe  it  mentioned,  apd  dircftly  charged  upon  thrm# 
t!'^«n  rhe  guilt  u'bicrh  might  be  fuppofoj  to  as  may  be  proper  to  rcprriVnt  hi  a  parajihrafc* 
hive  brought  the  judgment  upon  it. 
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Ch.  iV, 


Chrid  Jdii?  i 
hate  bfg^ttcri  you 
through  die  g«f> 

PtL 


:  >6<Wbcitfore, 
1  heffwh  ymi,  be 
ye  follower*  of 


ij  For  tWi 
oaufe  h%v$  I  fta t 
unto  you  Timo- 
tbcm,  who  is  my 
betogd  fon,  and 
faithful  in  tbe 
lord,  who  fbnH 
bring  you  into 
rQDCtntKuioe  of 
my  ways  which 
be  in  Chrift*  u  1 
leach  every  where 
iu  every  tWeb. 


i3  Kjw  feme 
n*  puffied  up,  as 

though 


firft  forming  Chrid  in  you ;  and  fo  there  is  none*  to 
whom  ye  ought  to  pay  a  great'. r  regard,  than  to  me  : 
For  it  can't  be  denied,  but  that  I  was  the  firft  who  plan* 
ted  the  gofpel  among  you,  unto  which  God  gave  a  hap* 
py  increafe;  ( chap .  lit.  6.)  or  that  1  had  the  honour  of 
begetting  yon  to  Cbrift,  not  indeed  efficiently  as  though 
1  were  the  author  of  the  new  birth:  but  minifterialiy 
and  inftrumeutally,  by  means  of  my  preaching  the  got 
pel  to  you. 

l6  Though  I  might  therefore  well  fpeak  with  the 
high  tone  of  a  Father’s  authority,  to  chaige  and  com¬ 
mand  you  ;  yet  I  rather  choofc,  in  the  mod  endearing 
and  condefcending  manner,  to  bcfccch  and  exhort  you 
with  the  bowels  of  a  kind  and  loving  parent,  that,  in- 
flead  of  turning  afide  after  thofc,  who  aim  at  corrupting 
the  limpUcity  of  your  faith  and  manners,  ye  would  fol¬ 
low  my  directions,  which  I  delivered  to  you,  as  I  re¬ 
ceived  them  from  the  Lord  himfelf ;  {chap.  xi.  23.  and 
xv.  3.)  and  woald  he  imitators  (i“’p«r<»)  of  my  exam¬ 
ple,  in  humility,  faith,  and  convention,  as  far  as  I 
therein  follow  him.  {chap.  xi.  x.) 

19  To  excite  you  to  this,  and  affift  you  ia  it;  as  I 
cannot  im mediate! y  come  myfelf,  I  have,  in  the  ten- 

dernefs  of  my  concern  and  affe&ion  for  you,  fent  the 
lovely  young  fcvangelift  Timothy,  who,  ha  ving  been  al- 
fo  converted  by  my  miniftry,  ia-  as  dear  to  me,  as  tbe 
Son  of  a  Father’s  own  tikenefo  can  be  to  him,  and  as 
an  excellent  brother  tn  Chrift  ought  to  be  to  you  ;  and 
he  is  3  faithful  fervant  of  the  Lord  Jefus*  heartily  em¬ 
barked  in  his  caufe  and  inteieft,  and  may  be  depended 
upon,  for  his  integrity,  in  all  that  he  fhali  lay  from  me, 
and  about  me  :  He,  who  has  accompanied  me  in  my 
travels  and  labours,  (dfh  11*  4*  and  Rom,  xvi.  21  *)  and 
has  fuily  kfiGiun  my  doSlrint*  manner  of  purport 
faith ,  hngfufferitig)  charity ,  patience^  ffrJicutions9 
and  affliSiions^  &c*  {2  77m.  iii<  10,  it*)  he  will  not  on¬ 
ly  remind  yon  (if  need  be)  of  what  I  have  preached, 
and  how  I  behaved,  when  I  was  with  you  ;  but  willal- 
fo  further  inform  you,  what  has  been  tbe  courfe  and  te¬ 
nor  of  my  life  and  do&riue,  by  the  grace  and  afliftancc 
of  Chrift,  and  to  his  glory,  according  to  what  I  have 
always  preached,  notin  one  place  and  another  only  j 
but  uniformly  and  con  (land  y  in  all  the  churches,  where- 
foevtr  1  have  been,  as  well  as  when  1  was  with  you* 

18  I  under  (land  that  vour  falfe  teachers  and  their 

* 

party  peril  u  in  their  evil  practices,  with  great  haughu* 
nefs  and  infolence ;  and  make  their  boaft,  with  a  fort  of 
itifulting  triumph,  as  though  I  were  loth,  and  afrai^to 

come 


Sorwli  I  would 

*ot  conne  to  yog* 

% 

+ 

ip  But  E  will 
omc  to  you 
■ii*rtiyT  if  the 
,'Td  vUl*  i mil 
:Iikn^  not  the 
of  them 
ji  .ik Ji  an  puffed 

■p  ;  but  the 


io  For  the 
Si'^'ont  of  G*>d 

jiot  in 
*‘n t  in  power* 
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come ,  and  talk  with  them  face  to  face ;  and  ^perhaps 
they  may  ftrcogtben  their  confidences. of  this  fort,  from 
my  fendingTfcwrfAy,  inftead  of  coming  in  perfon  to  you. 

19  But,  whatever  they  may  think,  1  fully  intend, 
and  am  very  defir  ous,  and  if  it  be  the  will  of  God,  and 
be,  in  whole  hands  are  all  my  ways,  Quit  give  me  op* 
poriunity  for.it,  I  will  certainly,  ere  loog,  make  you  a 
vifit  3  and  will  then  enquire  into,  try,  and  take  an  ex* 
aft  account  of  thofe,  that  behave  in  Jqch  a  proud  and 
imperious  manner :  Not  that. I  fliall  examine  Into  tbeit 
phiiofophy  and  learning,  eloquence  and  oratory,  high 
fwelling  words  of  vanity  and  fpecious  prafcffions  of  re¬ 
ligion,  upon  which  they  fo  mudi  .  value  themiklves,  and 

are  applauded  by  their  faflion  3  hut  the  main  pouir, 
that  1  (hall  confider,  and  fcarch  into,  is,  what  autho- 
■icy  they  have  to  preach  5  and  what  there  appears  to  be 
of  the  power  of  God,  and  of  the  gifts  and  graces  of  his 
fpirit  in  them,  and  in  their  tpiniftrations ;  as  alio  what 
efficacy  attends  them  upon  their  own,  and  others  hearts 
and  lives. 

zo  For,  let  men  imagine  what  they  will  to  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  excellencies  and  blellings  of  the  gofpel  ftate, 
in  which  God  has  erefted  his  kingdom  of  grace  here, 
to  be  confummated  in  the  kingdom  cf  glory  hereafter,, 
do  not  cooGlt  in  human  learning,  or  in  outward  pro* 
fe  Cions  3  but  in  an  experience  of  .what  is  wrought  by 
the  power  of  God:  Nor  is  the  gofpel  propagated,  ora 
work  of  grace  begun  and  carried  on  in  the  foul,  by  fine 
words  and  ptnlofophical  reafohing  ;  but  by  the  miracu¬ 
lous  operations  of  the  fpirit,  for  confirming  the  troth  of 
one;  and  by  a  divine  energy,  which  attends  the  plain 
preaching  of  a  crucified  Jefus,  for  effecting  the  othw. 

2t  Upon  the  whole  then,  in  what  manner,  would  ye 
wifli  and  choofe,  that  1  Ihould  come  among  you  ?  Is  it, 
that  it  Ihould  be,  as  with  a  rod  in  my  hand,  to  chaltise 
you  for  your  faults ;  and  with  all  the  feverity  of  my  a- 
poltolick  authority,  to  correfl  offenders,  and  infltQ  hot  h 
fpiritual  and  *  corporal  punilhments  upon  then),  accor¬ 
ding  to  their  due  deferts  ?  This  would  be  very  iikfome 
work  to  me,  arid  no  lefs  grievous  to  you  j  and  yet  I 
lhall  be  forced  in  faithfulnds  to  proceed  to  this  extre¬ 
mity 

T  K, 

corporal  pnnilhmtnn  upim  notorious 
oiTcndfr),  as  iu  the  calc*  of  A*aotaS  and  Sep- 
phirat  r'Jjmu s  iheforct-rer,  and  Hyn^esrixnd 
Alexander  *  for  vindicating  t  he  tniih  0**4  purity 
of  the  gofpt-i;  anti  rik  ingeve mind  with  awe 
and  terror,  tfaa  (lioaM  dare  to  corrupt  or  op- 
poJcif,  Ads  y.  yt  i?.  and  xiii*  it*  aud  x 
71m*  L  jo*  Sec  IJr  i'/tlthy^  noKi  on  this 
place*  and  o;i  cljs*  v*  3*  4, 


at  Wlat  will 
re?  fhall  I  come 


unto  you  <uith  a 
rod*  or  in  love, 

ind 


N  O 

*  Cemhtg  to  the**  inVfi  a  rW,  to  fi^ 

*p>!7  mflre  than  baic'y  coming  wrh  the  rod 
**  z'fitp&K,  to  pals  ipi ritual  centres  which 
apoftke  djrrOi  the  church  itfclf  to  do 
:^f(FHghwit  the  following  chapter;  and  hy 
^  t:r  Avian  of  which,  they  would  prevent 

emrjuig  with  it  rtxJ  to  them,  ft  may 
therefore  include,  ct  his  coming  to  ex- 
jcifc  chat  power,  uhicii  the  apoIUwhad  to 


48  Tb$  Firjl  Epijtk  to  tb$  Corinthuns  paraphrafed*  Ch,  irt 

fcnrf  ru  the  fpiric  mhy*  if  I  fliould  find  them  obftinately  perilling  in 
or  a icckucftf  their  evil  practices,  and  connived  at  by  the  church, 

{c£ap.  v*  2.)  Or  would  yc  not  rather*  that  I  Ihouid 
come  with  a  heart  full  of  the  mod  affectionate  fatherly 
love*  and  in  a  fjuritof  metknefs,  gemlenefs,  and  kind* 
nefis,  to  encourage*  commend,  and  comfort  you  i  This 
I  dial!  rejoice  to  do,  in  cat  what  has  been  fo  much  a- 
mifs  be  reformed,  before  I  come  among  you;  and  this 
would  be  every  way  as  agreeable  and  profitable  to  your* 
fetves,  as  delightful  to  me. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  an  important  truft  has  thrift  committed  to  his  miniftring  fenrants,  as 
ftcwardg  of  the  great  things  of  God,  wluch  arc  now  revealed  in  the  gofpel,  and 
yet  forpafs  our  oomptchenfion  !  And  how  fhould  they  be  concerned  bo  be  found  ’ 
faithful  in  difeharging  it  !  They  are  indeed  to  be  efteemed  highly  for  their  works 
fake;  but  it  is  a  fin  all  matter  with  them,  how  they  ftand  in  the  opinion  of  men, 
fince  he,  whofe  judgment  they  mu  ft  abide  by,  is  the  Lord  :  To  him  therefore 
they  refer  themfelves,  to  be  cleared  of  all  falfe  accutations,  as  not  being  confcious 
to  themfelves  of  any  wilful,  or  allowed  defaults;  and  yet,  as  they  know  that 
they  are  not  perfedt,  they  do  not  depend  upon  their  own  integrity,  for  accept 
tance  with  God  to  eternal  life,  in  the  great  dav  of  account.— How  cautious  IhonM 
we  be  of  ralhly  cenforing  others,  before  that  time  comes,  which  will  bring  to 
light  the  hidden  things  of  darkoeft,  and  mike  manl&ft  the  counfds  of  alt  hearts ! 
How  humble  fliould  we  be  under  a  feofe  of  our  manifold  defers !  And  how  far 
from  boafting  in  ourfclves,  or  others,  firtce  all  the  good  that  we,  or  they  are  par* 
takers  of,  13  really  no  more  than  what  is  received  as  the  gift  of  God’s  free  favour, 
wltich  makes  the  difference  between  them  that  have  it,  and  have  it  not  I  And 
yet,  alas,  how  proud,  vain,  and  fdf-confidcnt  are  we  prone  to  be,  as  if  we  were 
full  and  rich,  and  reigned  like  kings,  and  were  wile,  and  ftrong,  and  honourable, 
becaufe  of  the  gifts  and  favours  of  a  fpiritualaori  temporal  nature,  which  God  beftows 
upon  us;  And,  at  the  Came  time,  how  often  do  the  beft  of  his  fe  r vjnts  feem  to  be 
fet  forth,  as  fpedades  to  angels,  men,  and  devils!  How  are  they  looked  upon  as  weak 
men  and  fools!  bow  are  they  ddpifed,  defamed,  reviled,  and  perfccnted,  and  expofed 
to  hunger,  thtril,  and  nakednefs,  and  to  wandering  about  like  vagabonds  1  Ami 
how  are  they  treated  as  the.  filth  of  the  world,  and  the  off-fcauring  of  all  things, 
while  they  are  indeed  the  excellent  of  the  earth,  meek,  and  patient,  and  return 
blcffmga,  and  kind  entreaties  and  prayers  in  favour  of  the  worft  of  their  enemies  ! 
But  great  wifiiom  is  neceffary  to  manage  faithful  reproofs  of  others,  as  Deration* 
require,  in  fuch  an  tnoffenfive  manner,  as  not  to  provoke  and  expofe,  inftead  of 
reclaiming  them  ;  and  fomc times  to  transfer  them  in  a  figure  to  one's  fclf,  rather 
than  Jecmtobrar  too  hard  upon  them;  And  yet  Chriftians  themfelves  need  to  be 
reminded  of  the  admonitions  that  have  been  given  them ;  and  to  be  excited  to 
follow  the  doftrine  and  example  of  the  apoflles,  and  of  their  faithful  pallors,  who 
follow  Chi  1  ft,  and  lead  the  fame  holy  lives,  and  preach  the  lame  pure  gofpcl, 
whensoever  they  come;  as  knowing  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  promoted,  not 
by  line  words  and  fair  fpccches,  but  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to  make  a 
thorough  change  in  men's  hearts  and  lives.  And,  O  how  great  is  the  affection 
of  good  mimfters  to  their  people,  and  cfprcially  to  fuch  as  they  have  been  inftru- 
mental,  in  the  hand  of  the  Spjrit,  to  bring  home  toChrilt ■  And  what  veneration 
and  efteem  Ihouid  fuch  have  for  their  fpiriiu.il  fathers,  who  had  much  rather 
come  to  them,  on  all  occalinns,  in  the  fpirit  of  love  and  meekneft,  for  thdr  com¬ 
fort,  than  with  a  rod  fort  heir  corre&ion ;  aiid  have  nothing  more  al  heart  than 
their  edification  and  falvativii. 


CHAP* 
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CHAP.  V. 

p  S 

The  apojtU  blames  the  Corinthian  church  for  their  connivance  at  an  /«- 
eejUtouspcrfcn)  and  orders  them  to  excommunicate  him ,  l} — 6.  Ex* 
forts  them  to  purge  out  this ,  and  every  other  afenee,  7,  8,  and  di*» 
rcEls  their  behaviour  towards  church  members,  in  difl diction  from  the 
men  of  this  world,  that  are  guilty  of  fcastdalous  crimes ,  y, — 13. 


Paraphrase, 

TT  is  credibly  and  publicly  talked  abroad)  as  an  un- 
^  doubted  fact,  to  the  great  fcandal  of  chriflianity, 
that  a  certain  perfon  among  you,  is  well  known  to  tivi 
in  the  fin  of  whoredom  *;  and  that  nor  barely  of  Jimplc 
fornication,  as  committed  between  unmarried  performs, 
but  of  fuch  unnnmnu,  inedhious  uncle  an  nefs,  as  is 
{hocking  to  all  human  mode 

than  any  that  is  praftifcd,  or  tolerated,  by  the  laws  of 
civilized  nations,  among  the  heathens  themfeivep,  or  14 
ever  fo  much  as  mentioned  by  them,  without  the  ut- 
moft  detettation  5  namely,  that  a  man,  as  is  the  cafs 
wirh  one  of  your  number,  fhould  have  criminal  convcr* 
fin  ion  with  his  mother-in-law,  as  if  file  were  his  own 
wife  f,  though  his  father  himu.fi  be  alive* 

1  Arid  ye  arc  2  And  yet,  flagrant  as  this  iniquity  is,  which  one  of 
pnflid  up,  yid  your  members  is  chargeable  with,  the  foiUous  part  of 

^that  church  feem  to  encourage  and  giorj*  in  him  J ;  uml 
hethat  hath  done  ye  are,  too  generally,  fu  putfed  up  with  your  lpitiiual 
this  ted  mi^ht  gifts  and  affluent  circumfcinces,  and  with  a  vain  con* 

ceit  of  yourbeing  111  a  profperous  (late  on  thofe  accounts, 
as  to  over-look  that  foul  abomination,  which  5s  fo  dis¬ 
honourable  to  Chrift,  and  fuch  a  tarnifli  upon  your 
glory  $  and  ye  have  not  rather,  as  in  duty  bound,  been 
tenderly  concerned  for  the  delinquent  himfelf,  and  for 
the  difgrace  he  bas  brought  upon  the  church,  and  up¬ 
on 


try;  and  is  more  criminal. 


Teiv. 

|T  is  reported 
commonly  /W 
w  fnrnica- 
ti  in  among  ymj, 
a-id  luch  foruicy- 

lion  4$  W  no!  fo 

irui'h  as  named 
j  nongll  the  Gen- 
tiki,  that  one 

lunild  have  his 

hit  her  *4  wife; 


N  O  T  E  S 


*  The  word  here  ufed,  is  fre¬ 

quently  ,  untds  when  diftin^tf  thed  from  *- 
f.uhtry,  taken  in  a  larger  Jtnic,  than  what 
u  t  commonly  nun  by  a*  com- 

mitred  Angle  perJbnsj  and  here  it 

or  criminal  convolution  be¬ 
tween  prrinns  of  near  akin  ;  and,  if  the  hui- 
hand  of  the  mother  in  law  were  livicg*  it  in¬ 
cludes  udahtry 

f  ft  is  not  to  be  thought*  that  this  was  the 
man's  own  mother;  for  then  the  flpoftlc 
vriudd  doubdefs  It uve  called  her  Id,  rather 
thuii  bis  fiibtr's  iw7e,  the  nunc  to  aggravate 
the  crime ;  Bur  it  leeirs  as  if  the  Either  were 
l": ill  hung,  Ue^u'e  the  apofUs  of  t:s 

itrear,  on  this  account*  a-  Cvr*  via* 
Vo  t 


r*»  Whether  the  fon  had  married  hrrf  or  on¬ 
ly  uied  her  us  his  concubine,  is  uiiceitmi  ; 
hut,  which  ever  wci-o  it  uas  To  abo- 

mma'le,  that  though  impurities  of  lid*  na¬ 
ture  were  found  amon^r  lomc  of  the  nioil  hir- 
bur*:us  nations;  yvt  iliey  were  dilu^o'Acd  of 
u<id  abhorred*  by  the  poUtrr  dvitiaed  he;- 
then*,  fuch  as  the  Cuck f  and  Rvtu+tx*  Ste 
l)r  I'l  2  m  **;$**£ 

|  Perhaps  this  inrcftnmt* perfim  was  f'.ma 
famous  kuder  of  the  ;jan>t  ih;,t  lul 

him  in  high  admiration  tor  hrs  gifts  and  fa¬ 
ther  (juuhiicatious ;  asil  16  they  were  for 
fcreentn«thltn  fn'<n  ptiSltr  ccnfove,  and  fur  ex¬ 
tolling  him,  fiu;a  Uli^audicg  i-*i. 

D 
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be  taken  away  on  the  blcflid  name  and  ways  of  the  Lord;  nor  have  ye 
from  anwiitf  j'tm,  been  deeply  humbled  and  ailHflted  in  your  own  fouls, 

with  lamentation  before  God,  that  any  thing  fo  vile  in 
itfelf  and  fo  provoking  to  him,  Ihould  break  out  in 
your  religious  community :  Ye  have  not  ferioufly  and 
touchingly  bid  this  matter  to  h*arr,  to  the  end  that  he, 
who  livti,  in  fuch  an  infamous  (in,  might  he  removed 
from  your  holy  communion,  by  your  patting  a  folemn 
church  cenfure  upon  him*  This,  though  ye  have  ra¬ 
ther  chofe  a  contrary  courfc,  ought  certainly  to  have 
been  done* 

3  v*x  i  m\W  3  For  though  I  am  not  corporally  prefent,  to  influence 
a-.utarnt  in  body*  ^{\  conduct  youf  proceedings  agairifl  him;  yet,  my 

?p5ri vsTj hejirt  ami  foul  being  with  you,  as  one  follicitoufly  care* 
tU  aWjcly ,  a*  lul  about,  and  earneflly  defirous  of  your  eternal  wel- 
though  i  were  fai  e  .  3iui  t^e  fpjfit  of  God  having  given  me  a  view  cf 

I**  him  tlut  iiTih  the  true  ftatc  of  your  cafe  *,  be  affured  that,  under  his 

infplrauem,  I  have  as  fully  and  clearly  confidcred,  jud- 
■  ged,  ami  determined  already,  as  though  I  were  in  per- 
fen  among  you,  concerning  what  is  right  and  proper, 
and  unq  Hellion  able  matter  of  duty,  for  you,  as  a 
church  of  Chrift*  to  do,  in  yourprocefe  agalnft  the  man, 
that  has  been  guilty  of  this  fcandaious  fa£t,  which  is 
fo  monftroufly  indecent,  as  not  to  be  fit  to  be  named  a* 
gain. 

4  Lnhf  mme  4  Ye,  as  3  religious  community,  incorporated  into 
rf  mr  Lord  Jdus  a  church  flate,  according  to  the  order  of  tbe  gofpel, 
chrtfi*  when  yc  having  by  the  inttiturion  of  Cbrift,  agreeable  to  the  na- 
m  g&ibmd  uige~  tmal  rights  of  all  voluntary  focieties,  full  power  lodged 

within  yourfelves  for  dealing  with  diforderly  members, 
and  preserving  your  own  purity,  according  to  hi$  laws 
as  king  of  the  church:  {Matth.  xviii*  17*)  I  have  judg¬ 
ed,  [va\  3*)  that  ye  ought  to  exert  your  power,  on 
this  fad  occafion,  in  the  following  folemn  and  public 
manner,  that  ail  may  hear,  and  fear,  and  take  caution: 
When  ye  as  a  church,  (hall  be  aflembled  together  for 
religious  purpofes,  then,  with  invocation  on  the  name 
of  our  Lord  Jefns  Chrilt,  for  his  guidance,  afliflance, 
and  biding,  with  an  eye  to  hb  glory,  and  by  his  au~ 

thoritv 


NOTE. 

*  Sortie  fuppofe  that  by-  rbe  apatite**  being  the  c^ie  of  all  the  churches  upon  him*  *  Ctr. 
prtftxt  fo  fpirit,  is  meant  his  being  prcfcoc  xi  aS*  fo  on  the  prcieni,  a tid  ibme  other  am- 
wiih  them*  by  &  miraculous  gift  of  the  fpi-  porta nt  occafions1  as  in  CcL  ii.  j,  he  was  fj- 
lit,  to  d iicet n,  at  a  Hirtance>  hfiw  things  flood  von  rid  with  frch  a  lore  cf  extraordinary  dif- 
'untbtKem,  ard  what  was  fit  to  he  done  in  cemiog:  But  dm  by  no  means  excludes  hi* 
that  raft:;  as  F*Sfita  difecnict]»  by  a  prophe-  being  prefent  alfo  in  heart  affcAfofi,  andaj- 
tic  fpiHt,  what  his  JcrvaiH  did  with  Nzsttian  probation,  with  the  CcrhtviaKS  in  the  online 
the  Syrian^  (1  Kia?s  v,  ay*)  and  as  Ettk:cfa  ry  way  j  which  may  be  very  well  meant,  by 
in  UoWflit  fiiv  wnat  was  d^nc  ict  fccrct  it  his  being  Prtfini  in /pint  with  them,  ai  thi- 
Jeriifalfm;  (&zck.  yiU,  and  m.)  and  it  u  is  oppofed  to  his  being  cbfattin  h&dj  from 
tf  1  ah  iy  p  ro  bu  sic  that,  as  t  he  a  pottle  Ytul  had  them  * 


Ch«  v.  The  Tirfi  Epifih  to  the  CoaiK-f  hi a  ns  parapSra/SK 

n 


her,  and  pyipi- 
:[,wUbthe  porw- 
r  of  our  Lord 

Chrilh 


S  To  riclivrr 
\:h  an  OOe  onto 
rm  for  the  do* 

of  the 
:  lh(  that  thefpi* 
it  may  be  /avert 
:p  t^c day  af  the 

„>rd  Jefus* 


thoritjr  }  as  ilfo^  with  full  fitisfatftiou  in  yourfeiveft,  as 
to  the  concurrence  of  my  mind,  und?r  ftjpcrior  influ¬ 
ence,  andofoiy  heart,  which  will  he  as  much  with 
you,  in  a  way  of  approbation  and  concur,  as  if  I  were 
corporally  prefent  among  you  ;  and  with  an  humble  d;v 
pend  an  ce  on  the  ptmerof  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  head  of  the  church,  to  animate  your  proceed* 
irtgs,  and  to  ratifyin  heaven  what  ye  fhail  do,  according 
to  hU  wtU  and  command,  on  earth;  {Mat,  xvtii*  lS) 

5  It  is,  I  fay,  then  your  duty,  by  this  divine  warrant, 
and  in  this  folcmn  manner,  the  majority  at  Ieaft  ccn- 
fenting  ami  approving,  to  call  fuch  a  fcandalous  and  i:i- 
fettioua  offender  out  of  the  church,  that  he  may  no  lon¬ 
ger  continue  a  member  of  your  holy  body;  ro  expel 
him  from  all  the  external  privileges  and  ordinances  of 
fpecul  communion  with  you,  as  tho’  he  were  a  heathen 
and  publican  i  (Matth.  xviih  fy.)  and  to  deliver  him 
back  into  the  vilible  kingdom  of  the  devil  *.  from 
whence  he  took  him,  as  one  that  has  no  claim  to  the 
promifes  of  the  covenant  of  grace*  And  this  ye  ought 
to  do,  not  for  the  inuring  of  his  perfon,  or  of  his  civil 
rights  and  property ;  hut  merely  for  fpiritual  ends,  that, 
by  the  blcCing  of  Chrift  on  his  cv/n  ordinance,  the  pre¬ 
vailing  corruptions  of  that  man's  heart  and  life  may  b$ 
mortified  and  fubdued;  and  he,  through  fear,  grief, 
and  (ha me,  may  be  brought  to  a  thorough  humilidrion, 
repentance,  and  reformation,  in  order  ro  the  laving  of 
his  foul  from  deferved  wrath  and  ruin  in  the  great  day 
cf  account,  when  the  Lord  ‘Jefus  will  fit  on  the  throne 

of 


H  O 

M  i*  i  y  tea  rnrd  cmnmcn  tatars  h  ave  t  hough  t, 
that  this  4iUvtriffg  unto  Satan,  refers  to  an  ex- 
traordituiy  jiiinculmis  aO,  Iry  which  the  tu- 
ocltimus  perlbn  whs  delivered  up  to  the  pow¬ 
er  of  tilt  dtviJj  to  inflict  cHu'ifcs  and  tor* 

lutnts  Upon  hi*  hcnt%%  as  a  miatiS  C-f 

him  to Tepeaiar.c^  Bui  ir  prettr 
mange,  xnd  qbl  very  agradde  to  the  mild 
genius  of  the  gofpcl,  that,  by  an  ordinance 
ftC  QirUtr  j  period  (Wild  in  this  manner,  be 
<!*■!;  vered  over  to  5v»,  us  thf  inflruraent  of 
-jtiug  hu  ibtil :  And  it  u  to  be  obfervcJ, 
that  what  the  apofllc  here  fpctksof  wasto  be 
tUv  afl  of  the  tburcb,  whom  he  had  blamed 
tVtr  not  everting  it  before,  v\ r*  1 ;  for  what¬ 
ever  might  be  the  meaning  of  their  doing  it 
Ti'.'/i  hit  flinty  hot  bs,  bur  they  were  to  deti- 
■  h£r  the  man  to  Satan,  ani  out  tbt  ctd 

/war,  vtr*  7,  but,  as  is  generally  allowed, 
miruutou«  powers  of  this'Jbrl  were  peculiar- 

Iv  alrtlotifflly  and  tlwy  ferm  to  belong  to  the 

wliifh  i.he  apoiUe  ih  rtatened  to  come 
vf  :Hj  in  cafe  they  continued  t.>  neglefl  tbdr 
tih»T  i?i  proceedbg  ro^n  txcoinmunicdioa  : 

i;c  the  note  on  thp,  ir.  and  therefore 


T  E, 

it  is  not  to  he  fiippoled,  that  hr  Ihotitf  pitfei* 
themT  il/ho  bed  it  not,  t->  ^xe-cifc  this  irii-a* 
tlllous  power,  or  lliouht  biione  thro*  fhr  rot 
having  done  it  hef o;  e.  Upon  thcnvhoSo  iUcd, 
1  am  inciinccf  to  think,  that  mortf 

u  os  i jjtande:t  hy  ibtsr  /ft;hterU  j  \r.\i,  nnrorU 
ou^dclin^ucm  /r  .Wvr,  t!:an  b  litjrcllrd in 
tJir  (ur^pbrale ;  lhouoh  iEifcjipr'fwti  in  thefe 
ftmtsg  terms  to  ftrikiMhe  nv.nd  whh  th*  uuiru 
aufn!  tbimjlrs  of  rhe  duadfuJ"  cimd:tto4  of 
thfi'e,  that  are  rcconioi7tTcd  to  the  p.v*vr  c^f 
fuch  a  tyraonlcd  mafler,  atvJ  are  Jbut  out 
from  the  prci*;rv;tt:jn  Mc3tnj>,  which 
(rod  has  pr^m'ied  10  hU  rhtjrch,  iUv,  he 
jhhas  it  will,  no  miraculous  pO',vois 

are  now  lod-nl  in  any  hands  uMtjbe^er,  □!! 
that  churvlits,  in  oar  days,  arc  to  ab'ti  at  in 
excoinmaoicar^us,  to  he  purely  of  3 

fpitkual  nature  for  the  idorv  of  G<»H,  and  the 
pielrrvation  of  (lie  order  and  ]>esce,  purity 
and  rcpmaiioo  of  the  church ;  ar*d  for  the 
pood  of  t'jc  offliivler’s  own  (oid,  withoat  the 
leaf!  dtii^n  of  injuring  him  in  ids  pcdbn^cv 
in  bis  temporal  con^cr,iS* 


5* 
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6  Xwn  alorv- 
m7  is  ntx  *ood  ; 

w  n 

know  ye  not  that 
s  liuie  kwen  )«- 
vcutth  the  whole 
luj-^p  t 


7  I^Hr-c  nut 
therefore  ihe  old 
divert,  tfcn  yc 
utav  he  i  new 

■rf 

lump,  a*  yc  ^rc 
unicaver  “d,  To; 
even  CjiHt  our 
palTovtr  h  iacri- 
Jiced  for  U£ : 


7  The- rrfjrR  I-! 
ii£  keep  the  fr-iO, 
not  whh  okl  lea¬ 
ven,  neither  with 
the  leaven  of  nw- 
lice  and  wicked* 

Jiefc> 


of  h:s  glory,  to  pafs  a  final  fentence  of  condemnation  or 

abibhition  upon  the  whole  world. 

6  Your  priding  yourfclv^s  in  your  fptritual  gifts;  in 
your  leaders  \  in  fiich  an  infamous  offender;  and  in  the 
imaginary  lloimflnng  fiate  of  your  churchy  is  far  from 
bring  iijulit  and  juftificsbk  ;  iris  exceeding  prepofferous 
and  unbecoming,  injurious  and  unfcafonable,  while  the 
chinch  it 'elf  is  defiled  and  expofed  to  the  judgments  of 
God*  and  ostvrr  members  arc  in  danger  of  being  infec¬ 
ted  by  ymir  tol.-raring  fuch  a  heinous  criminal  among 
you.  AVlmtf  amidft  all  your  boafting  of  knowledge 
and  under  Handing,  do  not  ye  calily  perceive  that,  as  a 
little  ienven  diltufcs  itfelf  through,  and  Ipurs  the  whole 
mats  of  dough,  with  which  it  is  vnixrd  ;  fr>  this  fingle 
jnftauc?)  if  neglefted,  and  not  purged  out,  'will  foon 
corrupt  the  minds  and  manners  of  fellow-members,  and 
one  way  or  oilier  taint  and  defile  the  whole  church? 

7  11c  as  diligent  anti  careful  then,  to  cleanfe  the 
church  from  this,  and  all  other  fcandalous  perfons  and 
fins,  as  the  Jews  are  wont  to  be  to  clear  their  houfes 
from  alt  leaven^  before  they  eat  the  paffover,  that  ye 
may  be  a  focicty  of  new  creatures,  in  whom  old  things 
arc  pajjed  awajy  and  all  things  are  become  new;  ,(2  Cor. 
v.  17.)  even  as  ye  are  by  pritfejfmi  and  obligation ,  and 
as  it  is  charitably  to  be  believed  of  the  generality  of  you, 
ye  are  in  Jznccritya.wA  truth;  through  communion  with 
Chrifl  your  head:  For  he,  who  in  his  crucifixion  was 
typified  by  the  pafchal  lamb,  a  bone  of  which  was  not 
broken,  [John  xix*  36.)  offered  himfdf  up  as  a  propL 
tiatory  facriiice  to  God,  for  this  very  purpofr,  that  we 
who  believe  in  him,  might  be  cleanfed  from  all  iniqui¬ 
ty,  and  purified  to  himiclf,  as  a  pec oliar  people,  zea¬ 
lous  of  good  works.  (77/.  ii.  1 4.} 

8  Lotus  therefore  fee  to  it,  that  we  celebrate  the 
new  tc!bi  nent  festival  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  (which  he 
inftitucecb  as  a  memorial  of  his  Death  *,  in  the  room 
of  the  paflbvcr)  no!  with  a  mixture  of  notorious  offen¬ 
ders  in  our  church  focicties ;  nor  with  an  allowance  of 
any  fin  in  ourfclvcs,  which  may  be  compared  to  old 
leaven  ;  becaufe  it  Springs  from  the  original  corruption 
of  our  nature,  and  diffufes  it's  infection,  more  or  lefs 

through 

T  E. 

but  it  is  now  fnprrfdfd  by  the  \Lorfs  Sap- 
pert  as  a  commem  oration  of  the  morr  g'iori'- 
t>ufi  antfrypfcal  reilcaiptinn  through  hi*  blaoit. 
And  perhaps  ihe  a  penile  wsnt  the  rather  in¬ 
to  this  aUuf'ton,  bvcaulc,  a*  U  probable  fnwi 
chap*  xvi.  fe-  wmpured  ninth  this  Txric,  the 
time  of  the  pjflbvcr  was  ntar  at  hand. 


NO 

*  Keeping  fht  f&Jt,  Iccms  mnft  dircftly 
to  refer  ro  Wr  Lord's  Step  per  t  which  may  be 
called  in  alhiGon  to  tht  p-dforcr; 

and  was  very  properly  iir'iuitcd  intfeid  of 
t Ha t  ordinance,  which  was  both  cnnuneino- 
raiire  of  Jjraer*  dc  Iterance  fm  rathe  deft  rov¬ 
ing  an  gel  ,andprc  figured  i)£  the  death  of  Chriftj 
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nds;  butttith  the 
unleavened  irrud 
of  Greenly  and 
uidi. 


0  1  wrote  HTUO 
y  vu  hi  ua  ep:ftjc, 

to  company 
wfch  fpiuicacors: 


to  Vet  not  it- 
tr.£e;hcr  uiih  rhe 
font  icatorsoFthis 
world,  onvith  ihu 

or  ex- 
tor- 


through  the  whole  human  race  ;  and  becanfc  it  worked 
with  great  prevalence  in  us  formerly)  during  tht'  days 
of  our  unregenefacy,  and  is  every  way  more  cfTenGve 
to  God)  djfaliowable  in  itfelf,  and  pernicious  to  us, 
than  any  leaven  in  bread,  or  hcufeK,  at  the  pnfchal  frail 
ever  could  be  to  the  J*urj,  or  to  him  in  Old  T^ftamcnt 
times  :  Nor  let  us  approach  this  erengclical  ordinance, 
with  fpirits  fouredj  like  leavened  bread,  with  a  party 
and  wrathful,  contentious  and  Rufchievcus  temper,  hut 
with  integrity  and  godly  fimpiicity,  (of  which  unleaven¬ 
ed  bread  may  be  confidereil  as  an  emblem)  and  with  a 
finccre  love  to  the  brethren,  according  to  the  truth  of 
the  gofpd. 

9  I  have  thought  proper,  for  want  cf  perfonal  con- 
verfation,  to  caution  you  *  in  the  cpiftolarr  wr*v,  again  ft 
aflociaringyomfelves,  in  a  free  and  familiar  manner  f, 
w::b  people  th.it  are  addicted  to  whoredom,  left  ye  be 
thought  to  countenance  them  in  their  fin  ;  and  left  ye 
yourfclvcs  be  brought  hy  degrees  ro  think  lightly  of  it, 
and  he  tempted  to  follow  their  dttcflablc  example. 

10  Yet  my  meaning  in  fuch  a  camion  is  not,  that  ye 
ill  Quid  abfolutely  refufe  all  maimer  of  cicil  converfation 
with  the  men  of  this  world,  who  are  guilty  of  whore* 
dom  j  nor  that  ye  Arnold  break  ciT  common  acf]uaiu^ 
tance  and  correfpondence  with  all  fuch,  as  are  of  an  a- 
varitious  temper,  over  eager  and  nifaiUbk  in  their  pur- 

luit 


N  0  T 

*  It  is  apprehended  Ivy  forne,  that  the  i- 

pufdtf  here  refers  to  axaihiT  ephile,  uhirh  lie 
!\i.d  be  lore  to  the  -tf  ■;* ,  though 

h  he  r:>.\  tii.’i,  n>  $hnr.c  other  ol  hh  writings 
may  b-.h  hi  ,  r^"  J  to  he ;  they  never  having 
been  pLci.fl  hi  the  cutinon  of  the  New  Tegu¬ 
ment,  C3i:&:ris  all  ihjt  is  neccffary  to  the 
perfection  of  our  rule  of  fjith  and  pratftiee, 
and  that  infinite  ur.doni  dtli-jvied  iotThii  (3- 

■ta  ■ 

ken  rare  fhould  be  preferred  ii>  pofterky,  fyr 

r-c  fL  tiding  ule  of  ihc  church.  Others  think 

ih,ti  he  rders  to  it  Liter,  which  be  hadbc£iin 

to  write  before  hut  u[x>»  the  anivai  of 

i  '.  to  him  from  the  dv.irch,  he  laid 

m-+-j  x 

;  *r-d  wrote  ibii ;  or  that  herders 

lu  wh*:  he  tad  already  1  hid  111  the  epilrb 
v/  Ich  k- w.-.5  writiug,  and  pc  riicu  Early 
hi  the  former  part  of  this  thapicr,  Scr  Pr, 

j  'HK  j/l'l  lVh:ib\\  i>uRS.  l  luiC  fill  it]* 

t:*  tta  piraphiufc  in  a  way,  that  wtiy  be  a;>- 
ylkablv  toother  of  (hefe  fenfes  ;  lravivic  it 
to  *hz  reader  10  cbtUc  which  he  pkaks, 
f  It  is  plain  from  ver,  10.  trie  A]*- 

jioflfelicre  forbids  fuchcn£ip3ftyiops"*u  ;!!i  r-  - 

I  "vabb  for  them  hare  vtfth  the  roTT.knrorsfsf 
l  world;  and  therefore  i;  can  not  he  meant 
cr  iter  of  ;l;t  v':  rtf rwxxxrfA  on  one  hand,  or 
t :  Ur*  in*  1  jliuv;l:rp  with  ihtni  in  their  lvi! 


f  S, 

workiidii  the  other  \  fo>*  both  of  thclt  voe 
without  doubt,  utibwrul  to  be  held  *i:h  in* 
fideis  and  heathens,  av  well  as  w:tn  lean  flu - 
I^qs  pmfcflurs  of  Cli:hl's  n.j.n,be  :  Nor  doth 
he  fbrbM  com  cdinc  ri  t  r.tr  rdijrioiis  *v*i\  r^> 
whiiotiifii  iind  ro'hhu  tlwm,  lhac  h«f)  Li=eo 
tn;o  ftn,  and  nereurdcr  church  dralit;^,  or 
re^fnrci,  on  that  arroitm  %  fur  flrr  k.w  cf 
ehirry,  and  the  fplnui^l  ends  of  tudi  jit-o- 
eerlum  might  be  hrft  anfhve“ed  hy  thh  for:  of 
con  ver  fat  <on  with  (hem:  Nor  doth  he  for¬ 
bid  fuch  ronv'tTjes,  b<  wem  *zt  cv.-V.v/  y  ncevf- 
fary  iiy  wattal  and  cm:i  ur*d  eu- 

naijemeols  hi  ai.ci  by  thr 

coionvmi  tits  c>I  fcw.wi/i ;  i\*v  tU  t  ^on!d  fe 
to  thlTolve  n.itmul  ob  i^sf^os,  ;uid  the  Lws 
civil  locir^y  ;  -^iid  wor-ll  be  u  U'rly  unjuit- 
aVk  to  the  bcrevnlert  cf  ibo  gcifpcl,  itf 

vdl  Lt'i  *0  the  l^ro^LT  **r'  rycnminuuied* 

> 

tion  irfih*.  v  hv  iioicmi  u*'/-,  j.)  bnt  the 
co:»vtrk^  fori  Iddrn^v  f!:c  jpolllr,  uoc:ho£: 
that  are  or^itihrv.  ;nd  mi  t;  cmjVc*  or  h> 

j 

fhrh  a  f/ti\  iitti jw/tfr,  ^ud  maaiwr 

with  then.  i!s  in^'i,  i  ■  f:  mccirtwr *t 
»  p;  L'vhil  l*<  Nr  he?d  \\'?.h  the  *ssu::tc  of  i]-c 

4  f 

utidd,  vhen  pr  n:d;Tu\  hhrs  \n\it 

i!\:i7  e^in^-uny,  di-  ir  it  ih-.'d  jfs.thv  aF  *}.$ 

.  *  1  1  <  ,  . 

■*1  r*  ■■'  1  J  I  •  VL  J  I  k  L  1  i-i-  ’  !'■  *  ti  — 

■l-k  ■  ■>  -  vik  4  44  L  ft-Hp  pi  »J  ■  I  A  ■  ■-  ^  1  I-  #r-  ■  I  4-  *  >  ijf 
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vith 

iJoi  +ttr>;  forthui 

weft  ye  iic;*-£*  fp 
Cli;  cf  w'Wlli. 


ir  ihit  ro*  J 
IijiVC  vrriuui  unto 
you,  not  to  keep 

company,  If  any 
ri.tn  that  U  called 
a  brother  be  a  fur- 
iiic»tor,  or  cove- 

luas,  or  an  idol  a- 
tcrt  or  a  railed  or 
a  drunkard,  or  an 
extortioner,  with 
fuck  an  oaeiwnot 

to  «*\ 


it  For  what 
have  I  to  do'ts> 
judge  them  aUb 
that  arc  without  ? 
fp  'hot  yc  j^:_gc 
them  that  ,k 
v  ithin  ^ 


fuit  after  riches,  and  loth  to  apply  any  fuitable  propor 
tions  of  them  to  irligious  and  charitable  ufes  ;  or  with 
ftich,  as  tranferefs  the  rules  of  jufrice,  and  equity,  by 
fraudulent  or  forcible  gains  fruin  thofe,  that  they  have 
got  into  their  powL'r ;  or  with  fuch  as  pay  auy  kind  of 
refpeft,  in  a  way  of  religious  wurfhlp  to  idols,  which 
is  due  to  none  but  the  only  living  raid  true  God  ;  For 
were  yc  to  fnun  all  foetal  convcrfition  with  fuch  fort  of 
men  as  thefe,  which  abound  among  the  unconverted 
OcntilcSy  and  especially  among  your  neighbours  at  £■> 
rinthy  who  are  fo  reniarkjblv  addicted  to  al!  thefe  abo* 

*  a  _ 

mi  nations,  it  would  be,  in  a  manner  impoCible  for  you 
to  have  any  fociety,  or  common  commerce,  in  fuch  a 
fniful  world  as  this* 

ir  But,  to  explain  myfidf  now  more  clearly,  the 
drift  of  my  admonition  is,  that  ye  avoid  cultivating  mi* 
neceflary  conversion  with  any  one  that  is  guilty  of 
thefe  crimes,  and  bears  the  name  of  a  Chriflian  brother 
as  being  joined  in  church  fellowfhip  with  other  profef- 
fing  believers :  If  auy  one  of  this  chara&er  be  found 
chargeable  with  fornication,  or  any  kind  of  uncleannefs, 
or  if  hz  be  an  inordinate  lover  of  money  \  or  if  he  dif- 
honour  God,  by  joining  in  idolatrous  wurlUip  ;  or  be 
given  to  wrathful,  ubuCve  and  opprobious  language;  or 
be  a  lover  of  much  drinking,  and  cuftomaiily  overta* 
ben  and  intoxicated  with  lliong  liquor;  or  be  an  op* 
preflbr  of  others  in  a  way  of  extortion,  by  rapacious  u* 
fury,  or  other  methods  cf  taking  an  advantage  of  their 
dtpcndance  upon  him  :  As  thefe  iniquities,  when  prac¬ 
ticed  by  thofe  that  make  a  Iblcain  p rote  (lion  of  Chrift, 
are  mod  highly  aggravated,  and  bring  the  greareft  re¬ 
proach  upon  his  bleiibd  name,  and  the  fouieft  fcandal 
upon  the  church,  ye  ought  to  be  (by  andVcferved  in  your 
ordinary  behaviour  towards  fuch  an  one,  and  not  fo 
much  is,  unneceflarily,  and  out  of  choice,  fit  down 
with  familiarity  at  common  meals,  much  lefs  at  the 
Lord's  table,  with  bim  ;  that  while  he  obferves,  your 
dif  tan:  carriage  towards  him,  he  may  fee  how  infamous 
he  has  rendered  him  ft  If,  and  may  be  afhamed  of  his  e» 

vil  wavs. 

4 

12  For  as  to  thofe  that  are  out  of  the  pale  of  the 

church,  what  concern  have  I,  when  fpeakjng  of  ecclc- 
fiafticnl  dilcipHne,  to  foibid  fuch  cotiverfes  with  them 
as  the  civil  offices,  fecular  affairs  and  relations  of  life 
may  call  you  to  ?  Is  it  not  your  proper  bofinefs,  as  a 
church*  to  judge  of,  and  pafs  fentencs  againft,  only 
thofe  offenders,  that  are  cf  your  own  fpiritual  body? 
3c  is  of  them  therefore,  and  of  them  only,  that  I  now 
fpcak.  "  13  But 
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1 3  But  them 
put  are  without 
(Jod  jodgeth, 

T-JCTCrore  put  a- 

wj y  from  among 

ymitf'c!vc£  that 
"kicked  perfoa. 


13  But  as  for  thofe  flagitious  tinners,  that  arc  tiot 
church  member*,  and  have  no  vifibte  Handing  or  com¬ 
munion  with  them  in  the  kingdom  of  Chuff,  they  mull 
be  left  to  the  judgment  of  God ;  who,  in  cafe  they  con¬ 
tinue  impenitent,  will  not  (after  them  to  efcape  his 
righteous  vengeance,  though  ye  have  nothing  to  do,  to 
pafs  fpiiirual  cenfures  upon  them,  or  to  refufe  an  affa¬ 
ble  and  friendly  behaviour  toward  them,  What  I  there* 
fore  immediately  aim  at  in  a!l  this  is,  that  ye  not  only 
exclude  from  your  religious  community,  but  likeivifV; 
from  your  familiar  and  chufeit  conversation,  the  vile 
Inceftuous  perfon,  as  ye  ought  to  do  any  brother,  that 
is  fcandalous  in  his  life. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

't-Iow  melancholy  is  it  to  fee*  cudbear  of,  fitch  feandalons  enormities  among 
members  of  the  churches  of  Chrift,  as  even  the  heathen;;  ttcmfelvcs  would  be 
alhamed  of !  And  how  unbecoming  is  it  for  any  that  belong  <0  ibdh  churches*  :o 
be  puffed  Up  with  pndc,  and  filled  with  party  zeal,  irtfh^d  of  mourning  before 
the  Lord,  under  filch  humbling  rircundtauct-s  !  it  is  ibtdr  m;^-.u:ftinnnb!e  duty  to 
concur  in  excluding  flagrant  finnrrs  from  their  holy  communion,  not  to  injure 
them  in  any  of  their  temporal  affairs;  but  for  their  fpirituul  good,  audio/ the 
vindication  of  the  honour  of  Chuff,  and  the  prcIVrvacion  of  the  purity  of  th£ 
church,  that  they  may  be  as  a  new  and  unleavened  lump  in  all  religious  fervrers, 
arid  holy  con vcrfatioHj  according  to  the  defign  of  the  Redeemer^  death,  who 
was  fecrificed  fur  them.  And  as  the  excommunicating  lenience,  which  U  pro* 
nounced  upoa  fuch  offenders  in  the  name  of  th^  Lord  is  exceeding  awful; 

and  its  confluences  are  vtry  happy,  or  tcrriWc*  according  a*  its  gtouinc  <k%7i 
takes  proper  effeft  upon  them,  or  not*  liuw  concerned  fiioui;!  they  be,  who 
were  once  in  fellow  (hip  with  them,  to  behave  towards  them  at  Arch  a  rate,  as, 
Ly  the  Iddfing  of  God,  may  be  ftibfervient  to  the  making  them  fctdihle,  ami  a* 
tliamed  of  their  fin,  by  keeping  at  a  becoming  diflincc  from  them,  and  not  cun- 
v^ri'p;:  in  fo  free  and  familiar  a  manner  with  them,  unit1  Is  fur  bringing  thrin  t'* 
repentance,  as  may  be  allowable  with  the  men  of  this?  v^M,  that  nre  guiiiyof 
the  i:i;c  crimes;  Rich  as  fornication,  adultery,  covet  oiilV.ebs  idolatry,  vnflinji* 
druiikciincf?,  and  extortion  !  But,  as  to  tbofe  wicked  perfims  that  arc  w//As>»/# 
and  never  were  in  communion  with  the  faints;  churches  have  no  ri^ht  to  lake 
cognizance  of  them  ;  but  mu  ft  leave  them  to  the  righteous  judgment  of  God. 
who  will  call  them  10  a  fevere  account,  if  they  live  and  die  in  impenitence  and 
unbelief* 


+ 


ar? 


CHAV*  VI. 

The  apojlk  cautions  the  Corinthians  again/t  going  to  law  one  'with  anc* 
fber ,  especially  in  heathen  courts,  1, — 8*  Specifies  fovera!  grqfs  fins * 
which  t hey  mere  ckanfed  f roniy  but  which,  lived  and  died  in,  ex* 
chide  from  the  kingdom  of  God,  p,— 1 1.  Repeats  his  caution  againjl 
nnckannejs,  as  it  is  a  defilement  and  an  avufi  of  their  bodies,  which 
arc  the  members  of  Ghrifl,  and  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghofl*  and  arc 
pur  chafed  for  God ,  that7  with  the  whok  jjw.v,  they  might  glorify 
hint)  te,— k o* 


r*  k  a- 


5* 
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Tttr. 

DArc  a.;iy  or 
you*  a 

imtrtr  a- 

ka 

posher,  go  to  Uw 
the  unjufh 
and  not  before  the 
Ulv-i  i 


i  Do  ye  not 
knov  that  the 
i'iiiu-f  ^  fell  judge 
the  world  ?  uijd  if 
t  he  world  (hull  be 
judged  ty  yuu» 


Paraphrase* 

ClNCE  then  it  belongs  to  you  to  take  cognizance  ot 
^  your  own  members,  and  pafe  proper  cenfures  on 
their  immoralities;  {chap.  v.  12-}  Is  it  not  a  rafh*  un* 
neceflafy,  and  no  warrantable  venture,  beyond  the  rules 
of  prudence*  love,  and  duty,  for  any  of  you,  who  have 
a  matter  of  controverfy  with  a  chrilltan  brother  about 
civil  affairs,  to  enter  immediately  into  a  law  fuitagumffe 
him,  and  try  it  in  a  litigious  way  before  heathen  magif- 
tmes,  who  are  avowed  enemies  to  chrifUanity*  and 
would  rejoice  at  your  quarrelling  among  yourfelves; 
and  from  whom  impartial  jutliee  to  its  proftrflbrs  is  not 
ordinarily  to  he  expetted  *i  Nhould  ye  not  rather  refer 
fitch  a  caufe  to  the  dccifion  of  fame  among  yourfelvcs* 
that  are  perfons  of  a  religious  and  holy  charjfttr*  and 
may  reafouably  be  fuppofed  to  underftand  things  of  that 
nature,  and  to  give  righteous  judgment  about  them? 

2  Do  ye  not  apprehend  and  coufiik-r,  that,  as  our 
biefled  Lord  tdld  his  difciples,  they  (bmld  jit  on  twelve 
thrones^  judging  the  twelve  tribet  a/lfrael;  {Maitb*  xix- 
28.)  fo  thofe*  whom  he  has  renewed  and  L  notified  by 
his  fpivit,  flrjll  hare  the  honour  and  privilege*  at  the 
lafl  day,  of  being  ieated  in  dignity  near  him,  and  of 
concurring  with  him  in  his  final  judiciary  fen  ten  ce  up¬ 
on  the  ungodly  world  of  mankind?  And  if  the  wicked 
of  the  earth,  great  and  fmall,  fhall  be  brought  before 
you,  as  aiTtflbrs  wirh  £  thrift,  when  he  Jbafl  come  with 
ten  tboufands  of  hit  faints*  to  execute  judgment  upon  a//; 
(jude  ver *  14,  15.)  Are  ye  not  to  be  deemed  fit,  or 
worthy,  to  judge  and  determine  about  little  controver¬ 
sies 

T  E. 

his  luppnfitior*  I  therefore  ukc  die  apoftle 
1o  refer  to  avilcsufis  of  little  moment,  bc- 
twieii  mni)  ati ft  nun,  which  Tome  of  that 
church  had  curiied  into  heathen  court*  ;  and 
a*  lie  h.ul  Lci:n  dijecurlijig  about  the  church's 
puwerand  duty,  to  judge  their  ouq  mem¬ 
bers  in  txekjiajjktil  eor-eerjis,  t h*p.  v*  11  *  he 
palVs  on  to  warn  tfen  again!!  the  fcamlaW* 
priuTt^u  of  Jaw  which  lumt  of 

ibci'ri  had  $r'i;e  m*o  apramft  rheir  brethren,  a* 
bout  untridty  tilings  of*  trifling  na'urc,  and 
that  id  heathen  court*  01  judicature  But  if 
can:*ot  be  ccnrlutUd  Irom  hence  t but  ull  j»o* 
iiiy  to  hv  about  amLUrs  of  confide  able  in;- 

- . —  _ _ _  pojtince,  is  abfidi^ely  unlawful,  provided 

I  out  (wr,  ?*)  which  lurtly  he  would  it  be  wkb  a  Chri/rian  temper,  and  nierely  fur 

ltd  k:iiet!u;dt  with  rcfpr;"t  to  a  etimefo  no*  the  main  tain  m  3;  or  defending  of  civil  riches 
tnrioufjy  iniamous,  u.s  wr  nu  fo  tnitth  t?s  artl  properties,  after  all  oilier  fair  and  pro- 
u&ttcd  4*mbv  ihc  Gentiles,  ehxp*  t*  i,  bee  Jcnt  methods  hate  been  trio!*  without  ef- 

fefti  and  yti  this  onght  to  be  ny-dded,  a* 
mueh  as  pnffiLle,  aaivuj*  fclJosv-C.lyrfl^n^ 
uiid  tipzc&Uy  members  the  fume  church* 


N  O, 

*  Mr-  Lccif*  who  haiheen  fol toured  by 
fome  other?,  fuppofes  that  this  rcls-tcs  to  the 
cafe  of  the  iticdiuous  uhich  hia  par- 

t>>  to  flop  a  dm feb  ccoJuie,  prvtc?:d«d  was 
to  he  tried  by  the  civil  mr.niflrHfC,  and  which 
pcJubly  they  iuoi  bcou^ht  before  a  heathen 
JwdfF.  or  at  Uaft  plcadcd}  th^r  whut  he  h^d 
done  was  IjwhiU  and  mi^hibe  julUficd  be¬ 
fore  the  mugiftr^u;. — JJur  wli-t  the  apoitle 
hcTeipeak*  oit  is  reckoned  among  i&t  fonatl* 
9?  and  fk:$gs  tk>d  pirwin  to  ibis  i\fe  z 

(ver*  u^3,  4-)  and  ht  reproves  the  Cowiies* 
*nif  fir  cot  or  putiiisg  up  ii'rfrrga  of 

'but  nature,  ttnd  not  f'f*Te*injft  Alma ifclvrs  rt  be 
C  fnitidid  in  thr.m,  rafltcr  than  to  fa-r  a- 

1  .  _  I  /  V  •  r  1  ji  »"  1  4  ■ 


e»  p  |  ■  -  -  - - 

my  |jur;iphriie  anti  notes  tJirrc,  which  nray 
he  /iifbetent  Vi  t.:kcoff  ;li-‘  force  of  u-hat  that 
Eeaun'd  expofitor  h^*;  ofecd  txj  |*et  over  tJie 

which  Jie>  in  word; 
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arc  yc  wnnwtliy 

m  judge  the  find' 
It  (t  nutters? 


s  Xnw^iiot 
*  ■ 

th:«  ^cj!j  J]  ju.ige 
r  hovr 
nnj^b  mu'GtTdrcgt 
tLtf  pertain  Ui 

ibis  ljjfe? 


4  If  then  ye 

h^Yeiiufcmcttis  rtf 
tiling  verging 
10  this  life,  let 
them  to  ju^ 
vhn  are  Iht;  Icuit 
eftcemcd  an  ihc 
church* 


S  I  fptab  to 
y-jiir  flwme*  Is  ir 
Jo,  tfur  rhert  U 
not  a  \v;ic  man 
*ir»aiigft  your  no 
n<»t  Mile  that  ftiul! 
be  -title  to  judge 
het»-?en  his  bre* 
ihrui  ? 


Ges  of  a  civil  nature,  that  arc  of  the  mofl  trivia!  confe- 
quence,  efpectally  when  compared  with  the  infinitely 
more  important  caufcs  and  their  iffuea,  which  will  be 
decided,  and  that  with  your  content,  iu  tiujaft  day  of 
judgment? 

3  Do  ye  not  know  that,  in  the  manner  but  now  men* 
tioned,  ye  {hall  fit  as  favourites  and  approvers,  with 
Cbrift,  in  judgement,  even  upon  the  fallen  angels  them- 
fehres/when  he  fhall  pafs  a  folemn  fentenceupon  them 
in  the  great  day,  ro  confign  them  over  to  the  complete 
and  everlaftins  torments,  for  which  they  are  now  re* 
ferved?  {2  Pvt,  ii.  4.  and  Jitdevc r  6.)  are  ye  then  not 
fulficienr,  and  proper  perfons,  to  fettle  matters  of  com¬ 
mon  right  and  wrong,  between  one  brother  and  another, 
in  things  relating  to  this  prtfcnt  Hate  and  world  ? 

4  If  therefore  at  any  time  yc  have  differences  one 
with  another,  about  the  temporal  affairs  of  this  life, 
which  the  parties  them fdves  cannot  agree  upon;  ap* 
point  fome  of  the  fecular  brethren  to  be  arbitrators, 
ami  umpires  between  them,  even  fuch  as  arc  of  little 

account  in  the  church,  nor  indeed  with  refpeft  to  their 
natural  and  acquired  parts,  or  rbetr  eminence  in  piety 
and  holinefs  ;  but  with  refpeft  to  the  fpiritual  f'un&ions 
of  paltors  and  reachera,  who,  for  the  fake  of  thrir  office, 
ought  net  to  intermeddle,  like  judges  and  dividers,  in 
fccul a r  affairs  ;  (JLiriv  xii.  14.)  my,  let  fuch  trilHing 
cautes,  as  feme  of  you  may  have  been  concerned  in,  be 
referred  to  two  or  three  of  the  meanelf  honcil  chriftians, 
of  plain  fenfe  among  you,  rather  than  be  brought  to 
pagan  courts  of  judicature  However,  it  is  every 
way  wrong  for  yau  to  be  fond  of  appealing  to  fuch  ma¬ 
gi  ftratrs,  as,  under  the  notion  of  their  being  Heathens  f 
arc  fo  far  to  be  difefleemcd  by  the  church  of  Chrift,  as 
not  to  be  applied  to  without  neceflity, 

;  1  cxpoffulate  in  this  carneft  manner  with  you  to 
ihame  you  out  of  fuch  an  unbecoming  condu£t,  which, 
l  am  forty  to  fay,  has  been  found  among  you,  and  is 
matter  of  great  reproach  to  you,  ’What  !  under  all  your 
mighty  boafts  of  wildoni  and  learning,  Is  there  really 
no  man  of  fagacity,  or  of  common  prudence  among 
you  ?  No,  not  fo  much  as  one  of  all  your  number,  th.it 
is  capable  of  adj tiding  debates  about  wtcum  and  tmm , 
which  arife  between  your  chriftianbreihren,  and  of  com- 
promifing  things  between  them  ? 

6*  Bt:t 


NO 

*  Fn>mc  read  ilfo  InierrT^tive’v,  D&  j- 


" t  ftew  fa  j  i',  w-G  ./r.-  5^  f.’r  v  ii 


.,rz*  jj{  At  {fri:£  t?  <-  fvn«t*k  )  (flrair 

;  :£  ;I.r  heathen  *he  >piir*e  h;t- 

*i;  i;  tji^kr  iitfovc,  ft:.:?,  i,  ;S»  of  iR‘  h*:.- 

I  f  ■  ^'r  ’  4  P  f'.JV  I  ^  (  If  JC  ^  \ 


T  E, 

fii  hu  blame*  Hit  Ccrwthwni  farbrin?iftv  tlww 

*  llT  ■ 

cai'Jcsto  rVicWfbrts  of  permits  as  ih**?,  \v'»r*m 
they  r  zither  might  tu  him  ilu  nit^uvd 
oft  though  n*A  civil  nu^tU^US, 

*■ a  LlinJ  iueiairo::  •  Ih^iIkho- 
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d  Hut  brother 
gfKJi'h  to  b#  with 
broth  :r,  and  ihit 
before  the  uubc- 
Ikvcti, 


7  Now  there* 
fora  there  It  ut¬ 
terly  &  fault  1- 
moug  you*  be- 
caufc  ye  £<>  to 
law  one  with  a* 
nother:  why  do 
ye  not  rather  cake 
wroo^?  why  do 
ye  not  rather  fuf- 
Iff r  yoilrfctvM  to 

be  defrauded  i 


9  Nay,  you  do 
wrong,  and  de*- 
fraud,  ami  that 
jtttT  brethratLr 


9  K  no  wye  not 
tb*t  the  unrighte¬ 
ous  ibili  not  inhe¬ 
rit  die  kingdom 
of  God  ?  Be  not 
deceived :  neither 
for  eu  tv  tort ,  nor 
idolaters*  aor  a* 
dttltcrcrf,  o«r  ef* 
fcmintf«t  nor  a- 
bufcr«  of  thrm- 
ielves  with  man¬ 
kind* 

re  Nor  thieves, 
nor  covetous,  ru>r 
drunkards,  nor 
uvilors,  nor  ex¬ 
tortioners  *  fraLL 
inherit  the  khi^- 
Gom  of  God, 


t 


6  But,  as  though  there  were  none  of  filch  a  chanaft^r 
among  you,  I  perceive  that  one  brother  commences  -1 
law  fuit  again  ft  another,  of  the  fame  common  faith,  and 
of  the  fame  church  and  communion  with  himfdfj  and 
profecutes  him  with  the  mmolt  rigour,  and  that  in  the 
coons  of  infidels^  to  the  great  fcanch]  of  chrittuuKy, 
and  of  it's  holy  profeffors* 

7  There  is  therefore  (**»*  »rr"^)  moll  certainly  n 
very  blamenble  defeft  in  your  management ;  for  us 
much  as  one  takes  the  advantage  of  law  again*!!  a- 
n other,  ind  the  reft  connive  at  it,  without  a  due  regard 
to  any  proper  rules  of  chriflian  prudence,  and  forbearance, 
of  of  broth  e  rly  love  and  friendfhip,  and  highly  to  the 
difhonour  of  our  great  Lord  and  Matter,  who  is  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  and  in  the  days  of  his  fldh  was  met:!; 
and  lowly  in  heart*  Why  do  ye  not  rather  put  up  in¬ 
jur  Ies,  and  fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  deprived  of  what,  in 
ftriftnefs,  might  be  your  due,  than  expofe  one  another, 
and  the  name  ofChrift  himfdf,  to  contempt  and  infult 
in  the  open  courts  of  the  unbelieving  and  prophane  r 
this  would  be  every  way  better*  and  more  agreeable  10 
your  fpiritua]  relation  to  him,  and  to  each  other* 

3  But  tnftead  of  bearing  injuries  with  meeknefs  and 
patience, I  find  many  of  you  yourfelves  arc  guilty,  even 
of  ipjultice  and  frauds*  and  that  in  your  dealings  with 
your  brethren  in  the  faith  and  fellowfhip  of  the  gofpd, 
and  without  con troul  from  thofe,  that  ttiould  interpofe 

to  prevent  it*  How  contrary  U-this  to  your  chrittian 
ch  a  rafter  and  profdfion,  and  to  what  your  temper 
ought  to  be ! 

P*  10  What !  arc  ye  not  fully  convinced  of,  and  do 
ye  never  refleft  upon,  fo  plain  and  awful  a  truth  as 
this,  that,  whatever  peoples  profcflions  be,  the  impe¬ 
nitent  and  unbelieving,  who  live  under  the  guilt  un.l 
dominion  of  any  fin,  are  utterly  unfit  for,  have  no  title 
to,  and  (hall  not  be  admitted  to  an  enjoyment  of,  the 
bldfings  and  privileges  of  that  kingdom  uf grace,  which 
God  has  erefted  m  this  world,  nor  of  that  glorious  king¬ 
dom,  which  he  has  prepared  in  the  heavens,  to  be  th 
inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light  ?  (Col*  i.  12*)  pmy 
take  heed  that  none  of  you  deceive  your  own  fouls  wirh 
imaginary  notions,  hypocritical  pretences,  cr  prefumj- 
tuou$  confidences*  It  is  certain  that  neither  fmgle  nu:i 
or  women,  who  unlawfully  cohabit  together  \  uor  tin* 
worfhippersof  images,  or  of  Life  gods  ;  nordefilersof  the 
marriagc-bcd,  by  impure  converfation  with  any  other, 
whithe|fingie  perfon,  hulband,  or  wifej  nor  males  »v 

females  of  iafeh'ic us  tempers  and  pradices',  nor 
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u  And  fiicti 
were  Ibme  of 
joe,  but  ye  arc 
wFfbcd,Lu(^art 
rectified,  but  ye 
a  i  e  jiuYified  ia 
name  of  the 
l.oi:!  Jciusj  and 

lv  tbe  Spirit  of 

our  ijod. 


tTiat  are  guilty  ofihcmoft  unnarunJ  deteftable  fin,  for 
which  thtf  men  of  Soifom  were  deftroyed  by  fire  from 
heaven;  nor  fuch  as  invade  other  peoples  property  by 
open  force,  or  private  Health  and  frauds  j  nor  perfons 
of  a  covet ccs  temper,  that  are  never  fatisfied  with  what 
tbey  have  efthe  riches  of  this  world,  nor  willing  to 
part  with  fo  much  of  them,  as  are  requifite  for  promo¬ 
ting  the  glory  of  Cod,  the  intereft  of  religion,  and  the 
good  of  others  5  nor  the  loven,  and  rxeffive  drinkers, 
or  bibbers  cf  ftrong  liquors,  to  the  intoxicating  of 
their  brains,  or  impairing  their  health,  or  unfitting 
them  for  bufinefs  and  folid  devotion  ;  nor  fuch  as  inju* 
rioufly  blaft  the  reputation  of  their  neighbours  ;  norun- 
juft  oppre  tiers  of  ihufe  that  are  under  their  power  by 
exacting  from  them  more  then  is  legally  due  *  :  Do  ye 
not  know,  as  ye  ought  and  furely  mu  ft,  that  none  of 
thefe  forts  of  finnersr,  living  and  dying  fuch,  without 
repentance  toward  God,  and  faith  towards  our  Lord  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  (hall  ever  be  admitted  to  the  hie  flings  of  grace 
in  this  world,  or  to  the  inheritance  of  eternal  life  in  the 
next,  which  confifts  of  riches  and  grandeur,  honours 
and  delights,  incomparably  fu  peri  or  to  all  that  pertain  to 
the  molt  flourilhing  kingdoms  upon  earth* 

Ii  And  permit  me  to  remind  you,  for  your  humbling 
and  caution,  and  for  exciting  your  admiration  and  praile 
of  free,  fovereign,  and  diftinguifliing  grace,  that  in  the 
days  of  your  uuregeneracy,  and  eftrangement  from 
Chrift,  one  or  other,  and  perhaps  molt,  if  not  all  of 
thefe  black  and  odious  crimes,  were  predominant  in 
yourfelves  \  fuch  monflers  of  wicked nefs  were,  at  leafl 
fomc  of  you*  Bur,  O  rich  and  a  (ton  idling  ^mercy  ! 
bkfled  be  God  for  it  j  ye,  who  fincerely  believe,  arc 
now  happily  cleanfed,  or  purged  from  the  guilt  of  your 
fins  :  ye  are  now  delivered  from  their  defiling  and  do¬ 
mineering  power,  and-imade  partakers  of  God's  bo- 
Hntfs  ;  a:?d  ye  are  now  brought  into  a  ftatc  of  favour 
and  accepraAc^with  bin,,  as  righteous  Into  eternal  life  f  : 

Ye 


Notes, 


4  Here  is  a  teriulof  fios>  for  w  hich  Cer- 
irfh  was  infamous,  and  which  arc  iifttr-rtoiu 
irarfgrvlTions  of  bod*  uhlcs  of  ibe  mm;:!  ’aw. 
Ihtifrj  is  a  lin  fhe  firji  ^  nd 

commandments :  Ftrnkztiu  sidulUryt  and 
l  JfhaUiecjt  and  the  unnatural  fin,  arc  forbid- 
*\rt  by  the  fivcaih  :  Theft  and  Exist  Ik*-,  by 

the  cjjjA/ ;  XexUwgj  by  ibe  ninth  \  And  *'$- 

: 'Zt-'-v/Xifti  Druitkatnef  r  owl  sll 

ioordinste  dt^jres,  by  die  Untb, 

As  more  lhan  a  bv-e  par- 

wlik-h  o>M  lifts  only  in  a  riifrliar^v  frem 

comlwnijatbii,  wi:hcu:  a  ciik  to 


dir:, 


-+tk 


the  Mdl^nds  of  eternal  life,  I  have  conti* 
dered  bJicr-crs  in  a  diftmft  view 

fmm  their  beiRgjtiJjijicrf,  as  well  as  from  tluir 

beetle  the  mofl  nfuii  inter* 
prcuikui  of  their  being  AvalheJ,  as  relating 
to  their  bcinp  clcanjed  from  tl*  ftftb  of  fhi# 
Acms  to  Le  more  coincident  \uth  (IwHr  being 
fiijiHiiteti  ;  Kut,  prrbap#*  Ihtir  being  c-njltd 
may  be  of  a  more  gn-erstl  %niIicaiionf  in* 
cl n five  both  of  their  being Jait{):fe4  ajid 

which  may  lie  tnkui  as  explanatory  «»? 
ihe  itaft*,  in  «hidi  trey  were  maitcd :  Am* 
their  bcisg/:-:  Is  f^oken  of,  in 

i 


I  ^ 

v 
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11  Alt  things 

att  Li-vtul  unto 
mef  Inn  all  things 
arcnoic^wdkni; 
all  things  arc 
luwfal  for  incpbut 
I  will  not  l»C 

brought  u  ndcr 
t  Lti  power  of  any. 


i 


Ye  are,  I  f;iy,  now  w  allied  from  your  (Ins,  and  juRififftl 
in  God's  fight,  through  faith  in  the  name  of  the  only 
Lord  and  Saviour,  in  virtue  of  liis  atoning  Wood,  and 
meritorious  righteoul'ntfs  \  [Rev*  i*  5-  and  AEIs  xiii* 
38,  39.)  and  ye  are  fanftified  by  the  renewing,  puri¬ 
fying,  and  quietening  influence  of  the  fpirir  of  our 
gracious  God,  (2  Tbejf*  ii.  13*)  even  your  God  and 
mine*  who,  for  this  very  purpofe,  has  fhed  the  Holy 
Ghofl  upon  you  abundantly,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Saviour;  (7V#-  iii.  J,  60  and  who  fignifitd  all  thefe 
benefits  and  fealed  the  prumifes  of  them,  in  your  Chrif- 
tian  haprifm- 

12  But  10  infill  a  little  more  particularly  on  the  fin 
of  fimple  fornication,  which  1  have  ranked  among  the 
moft  enormous  crimes ;  {ver,  9*)  but  which  fotne  of 
you  may  have  too  light  thoughts  of,  as  tf  it  were  as  al¬ 
lowable,  as  eating  every  kind  of  meat  wkhont  diftinc* 
cion ;  becaufe  it  is  abstaining  from  both  is  alike  enjoin¬ 
ed  to  the  Gentile  converts,  by  the  famous  decree  at  Je~ 
rufaiem  (AEts  *v.  29  )  As  to  meats  f,  which  that  de¬ 
cree  retrained  the  ufe  of,  only  for  a  feafon,  and  with 
relation  to  fuch  cir  cum  fiances  as  might  make  eating 
them  oSenSve  to  the  Jevtij  (fee  the  note  on  AEIs  xv, 
29-)  I  would  fay.  All  things,  which  in  themfelves  con* 
fidered,  are  neither  direflly,  nor  by  juft  confequcnce, 
enjoined,  or  forbidden,  either  by  the  nature  of  things, 
or  by  the  authority  of  Chrift,  are  lawful  for  me  to  ufe, 
or  not,  as  occafions  require;  but  in  feme  circumftances 
as  particularly  when  it  would  give  offence  to  others,  it 
is  nor  advifeable,  profitable,  {*  «,«■?<?»)  or  conducive  to 
any  valuable  purpofe,  but  may  be  very  injurious,  to  in* 
dulge  myfelf  in  the  ufe  of  them,  without  conlid^ring 
the  confequence:  All  things,  of  fuch  an  indifferent 
nature  in  themfelvcs,  are  allowable  for  me  to  do,  or 


N  0  T  E- 


the  middle  of  the  verfe*  before  their  bring 
juftif'tti ;  yet  in  lh~  manx  of  the  Lord  Jcfni  *  by 
whom  they  were  u  mcntioikd,  in 

tbc  cl  ft  of  the  verfej  before  th  Spirit  of  cur 
G*itt  hy  whom  they  were  fitnitifitd  \  whkh 
flicw?  that  we  ontiot  always  depend  merely 
upni)  the  order  of  cKprcCEem-s  to  determine 

the  order,  in  which  theft  bmc&s  axe  heftr.*-- 
*d  :  And  as  'wiping  i s  fupptWc d  by  n;any  to 
haye  a  reference  to  h J  have  given  a 
turn  to  the  paraphrase,  which  may  be  ap^ 
pl'ed  10  ali,  that  is  figuified  and  fedod  by 
that  ordinance,  with  rcljtion  10  Ortr  being 
w^ft*cd  by  the  blood  and  Spirit  of  Chriit,  in 
our  potion  and  faufrificatinn,  ardta- rug  made 

alters  cf  the  cf  fttlih,  which 

rircu  motion  was  faid  to  bethe  judof,  ui 

Rem*  iv-  11* 


f  if  appear?  from  vtr,  ij  that  I  He  apo- 
RU  reckoned  the  eating  oi  .iny  kind  uf  rntx,:  -, 
whelliCf  tilth  as  were  oiJflxd  lo  idol:*,  or  iitc« 
is  wm  forbidden  hi  the  fcvtikai  law,  amott* 

the  things  which t  under  The  golpel  ftart, 

u-cre  in  ihcmfdves  Lawful,  according  to  wtai 
he  declared  on  other  ccc^dions  o>*=ccrri!nr 
them  both  ;  Chap  vtih  and  San.  xiv. 

18^  Aud  the  parting  of  the 
perfon  miRlit  probably  pretend,  th-<tT  on  hi* 
tide,  he  was  only  pushy  cf  Umpit  loridcatiot1, 
and  that  this  umjivj  more  &m  lawful,  tlanihe 
rating  of  thole  meats.  This,  in  my  appre- 
Ucnficm.  fttx  the  reafmin^  and  mnnetliou  *.f 
this  part  of  the  apotift’s  lii'cotirft*  in  a  jivh-r 
IijFhr.  than  any  u  her  c h J C  J  have 

wkh  of  accouciing  for  kt 


Ch.  vL 
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1 1  bleats  for 
belly, and  ilie 


nor,  as  I  pleafe,  according  to  my  appreben Rons  of  the 
good  or  bad  ends,  that  might  be  promoted  by  it  j  but 
I  would  not  (offer  myfelf  to  beenflaved  by  an  ungovern¬ 
able  paflion  for  them  ;  nor,  were  they  to  be  impofcd  u- 
pon  me,  as  neceffary  things,  in  point  of  conference,  hy 
any  merely  human  injunction,  would  I  fubmit  to  the 
arbitrary  authority  of  any  man  whatfoever  j  (** fXct 

but  would  praftife  them>  or  nor,  juft., 
as  the  reafons  of  things  require. 

13  In  this  view,  we  are  to  confide r  meats  that  are  of¬ 
fered  to  idols  \  and  all  thofe  that  were  forbidden  in  the 


l;dly  for  meats: 

:  Lt  CioJ  (hall  dz* 
iLi-jv  byth  \t  ami 

r 

I'lem*  Now  (lit 
l  m  y  is  not  t'nr 

i  ^rtfcc  Lord;  aart 
the  Lord  for  the 

liC'J  it* 


Lcvitkal  Jaw  for  the  original  defign  of  all  wholeiome 
food  was  to  nourifh  the  body,  by  filling  and  refreOiing 
the  fiomach  and  bowels  with  it :  and  the  belly,  in  tbe 
animat  frame,  was  formed  for  receiving  and  digefting  it, 
and  feparaung  nutritious  juices  from  ic:  But  thefe  are 
things  of  fa  perilhing  a  nature,  and  of  fo  little  confe* 
quence  to  a  man's  trued  happinefs,  that  God  will  foon 
put  an  end  to  both,  and  to  their  mutual  relation  one  to 
the  other ;  fo  that  we  (hall  neither  hunger  nor  third  in 
the  heavenly  world,  vii,  16*)  nor  have  any  occa- 

ficm  for  meat  or  drink  there.  But  now  as  to  fornication 


that  is  a  fin  of  a  quite  different  nature :  For  in  forming 
the  human  body,  which  will  fubfift  in  another  (late,  af¬ 
ter  the  belly  and  food,  and  their  relation  to  each  other, 
fhall  be  ddtroyed,  God’s  deftgn  was  nor,  that  it  (liould 
be  proItttJted  in  this  world  to  impure  and  prontifcuous 
embraces  ;  bur  that  it  (liould  be  ufed  for  himfeff,  and 
for  the  honour  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  who  died  to  redeem 
and  fave  it,  as  well  as  the  foul ;  and  tint  he,  as  the 
head  and  Saviour  of  the  church,  might  have  the  body, 
as  well  as  foul,  under  his  dominion  and  difpofal,  in  or¬ 
der  to  its  glorifying  him  here,  and  being  glorified  with 
him  hereafter. 


<4  AikI  Cod  i4t  And,  as  the  pledge,  earned,  ami  fecurity  of  its 
1  (bite  in  the  world  to  come,  God  the  Father 

hp  [*)(  tjOid  p  ind  ®  ^  ^  iii_j  —  |  _  .  _  _ 

ftiil  alio  raifc  up  raifed  up  tne  dead  body  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  as  the  head 

iiy  his  own  of  the  church,  and  the  fir  ft  fruits  of  them  that  ileep  in 
slJwtT'  him  i  and  we  may  afiurcdly  conclude  from  thence  that, 

by  tbe  working  of  the  fame  almighty  power,  he  will 
raife  up  the  dead  bodies  of  every  one  of  us,  who  arc 
the  Jiving  members  of  Chrift,  to  a  blcffed  and  glorious 
immortality,  after  Ms  likened  [PhiL  iii.  21.) 

1*  Know  ye  15  Do  you  not  know  that  your  bodies  themfdves, 
noi  that  your  bo-  being  a  conftituent  part  of  your  perfons*  are  united  to 

s^r^o/^Chrirt?  Chrift  as  members,  of  which  he  is  the  vital  head,  anti 
ikdl  I  then  take  which  will  lleep  in  Jefus,  and  be  railed  up  to  glory  with 

him?  (1  Tbtjf*  iv.  14,  17.}  Would  it  then  be  fir,  or 

decent 


<fe  The  Firft  EpiJUe  to  tht  CoRtXTHiAN’S  parcphrjfed*  Ch.  tI, 


tlic  members  of 
Chrift,  a  ad  make 
them  the  mem¬ 
ber*  uf  an  har¬ 
lot  ?  Cod  for¬ 
bid* 


16  Wh»t*  know 
ye  not  that  he 
which  is  joined 
to  an  harlot  is 
oik  body  ?  for 

t«o  (faith  he) 

fhatf  he  one  tie  lb. 


decent;  nay,  would  it  not  be  monAroufiy  fhameful  for 
me,  or  anyone  who  was  vitally  united  to  thrift,  like  the 
members  of  the  natural  body  to  theft  head,  to  make 
fuch  a  vile  ufe  of  the  members  of  his  myfilcal  body,  as 
to  alienate  them  from  bis  {endec  and  honour,  and 
as  it  were,  rend  them  off  from  him,  and  turn  them, 
into  the  members  of  a  lewd  woman,  by  commit* 
ting  whoredom  with  her?  Far  be  it  from  a* 

ny  that  bear  the  ChrifLian  name,  to  be  guilty  of  fuch  a 
flagitious  crime;  fo  difhonourabletotheholy  Jefus,  and  to 
the  law  of  marriage,  which  is  fan£lified  and  confirmed  by 
him.  ( Mattb *  xix.  5,  6.) 

16*  Strange!  that  ye,  who  make  fuch  high  preten¬ 
ces  to  knowledge,  Ihould  not  underftaml  and  conGder, 
that  the  man  who  is  united,  in  criminal  affections  and 
con  r  er  fa  turn,  wiih.an  harlot,  degrades  himfelf  fo  far, 
as  to  be,  as  it  were,  but  one  body  with  her?  For,  as 
our  Lord  bad  faid  of  a  hulband  and  bis  wife,  {Matth* 
xix.  6,)  that  they  are  no  more  two  but  one  ftjb%  fo  a 
man  who  unlawfully  cohaMrs  with  a  woman,  becomes, 

though  in  an  exceeding  vile  and  di (honourable  fenfe, 
one  flcfli  with  her* 


17  Eat  he  that 

is  jninftd  unto  the 
Ijtrd  is  one  fpj- 
rit. 


t*  F<«  Ffirni- 

vitioni  livery  fin 
l!iat  *  m*u  (loth 
rt  Vitthnut  the 
body:  hot  ho  that 
c*>mmirtcrh  for* 
iikutiui  fin  net  h 
sr^iiinfV  hU  owa 
b«ly. 


17  But  on  tbe  contrary,  the  believer,  who  is  vitally 

united  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  as  his  head  and  bufband,  fo 
cl ofely  -adheres,  and  is,  as  it  were,  fo  compa&ly  ce¬ 
mented  to  him,  « KWfJiiJ  as  to  be  partaker  of, 

amf  animated  and  aduated  by,  the  fame  divine  fpirir, 
which  dwelt,  with  a  fulneCs  of  gifts  and  graces  above 
meaiure,  in  Chrift  himfelf,  (John  iii,  34,)  and  is  com¬ 
municated  to  all  his  members,  according  to  the  mcafure 
of  his  gift?  ( Epb *  iv*  7,  ore.)  and  fo  they  are  though  not 
cflentially,  yet  myfticaliy  one  fpirit  with  him,  which 
throws  the  indignity,  offered  to  the  body,  upon  turn, 
with  whom  they  are  one  fpirit. 

18  Whatever  therefore  ye  do,  flee  from  the  (in  of 
uccieannefs,  in  all  its  forms,  with  dread  and  abhor¬ 
rence,  with  the  utmoft  fp:ed,  and  with  alt  your  might 
as  a  bird  would  flee  from  tbelnare  of  the  fowler;  don’t 
fo  much  as  parley  with  it ;  but  refolutely  abandon  it, 
and  keep  at  the  remoteft  diflance  from  it!  watch  and 
pray  agajaft  all  inclinations,  enticements,  and  tenden¬ 
cies  to  it,  and  all  appearances  and  creations  of:  For  every 
other  tin,  which  a  man  commits  only  again  ft  God  and 
his  neighbour,  terminates  upon  an  objetl  out  of  him¬ 
felf,  *,  and  don't  immediately  pollute  his  own  body, 

though 


N  o 

*  Fwr*  fm  here  nppofid  to  F*rn:ry:»if, 
mutt,  I  think,  be  u:idcrfh.Kril  with  a  retlric* 
t!Co  to  fcch  fort  of  Go,  a  tare  committed  w ere- 

Ij  God  isd  olhvii:  For  thorn*!*  cx* 


T  It*  "■''■-ft 

GniRmonfv  ukc  and 

as  included  in  thofe  uiher  Gn% 
bccanfc  ih(y  are  an  abuie  of  food  awl  drink  ; 
yu  fmccthey  arc  Ukswitc  auafcufcof 

own 


ip  Whit,  know 
y.r  that  your 

t  ^  1y  U  the  tem- 


v v.  '\\<h  ye 
!'^V_  -,;f  (itjj  and 
7  r.crt  your 
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though  it  doth  his  foul;  but  he,  who  is  guilty  of  whore¬ 
dom*  not  ooly  defiles  bis  foul,  and  Cos  againfl  God  and 
his  neighbour ,  but  again  ft  his  own  body  too,  as  that  is 
thereby  debated,  and  unworthily  facrificed  to  the  molt 
brutifh  and  abominable  lofts* 

19  What  (hall I  fay  further?  Do  you  not  know  and 

t . . .  conftdcr,  according  to  what  has  been  before  hinted, 

<  : -ifi  7*  *1  in  [chap*  in*  16,)  that  your  body,  as  an  eflenthl  part  of 

the  human  perfon,  which  is  united  to  Chrilt,  is  a  fa* 
cred,  dedicated  and  appropriated  habitation  of  God  the 
Holy  Ghoftfj  which  he  has  taken  poflfcfGon  of,  and 
dwells  in,  by  peculiar  relation  and  operation,  diffuGng 
light  and  grace  within  it,  and  adorning  with  his  fpecial 
prtfence  and  with  much  more  excellent  tokens  and  mani- 
feftations  of  it,  than  ever  Solomon* s  temple  had  of  God’a 
rcfidence  there  :  This  divine  indwelling  fpirit,  who  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  Father  and  Son,  but  is  undivided  from 
them,  ye  have  and  hold  by  the  free  gift  of  God,  for  the 
glory  of  his  own  great  name,  as  the  fountain  of  all  grace, 
through  Jefus  Chrift;  as  well  as  that  ye  have  the  body 
fcfrfffrom  him,  as  its  Creator :  And  being  thus  not  on¬ 
ly  formed  by,  and  for  him,  as  the  God  of  nature,  but 
alfo  confecrated  to  him,  as  the  God  of  grace,  and  fo 
his  habitation  through  the  Spirit;  (Epru  ii.  «-)  ye  are  no 
longer  your  own  property,  or  at  your  own  difpoial,to  ufe 
your  bodies  according  to  your  owq  brutal  indications 
in  contradiction  to  h is  holy  nature  and  will. 

20  For,  to  add  one  confideration  more,  ye  are  re¬ 
deemed  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  the  wrath  to 
come,  from  fin  and  Satan,  from  infamy,  fiavery,  and 
ruin,  and  are  purebafed  for  the  fervice  and  enjoyment 
of  the  holy  and  Uefled  God,  by  the  precious  blood  of 
his  Son  j  (1  Put.  n  19.  and  Rev*  v,  9*)  and  fo  ye  are 
bought  at  the  dear  eft  rate  for  himfclf,  and  for  a  glori¬ 
ous  refurreftion  of  the  body  to  eternal  life ;  Let  it 
thefefore  he  your  diligent  care  and  concern,  through 
divine  grace,  to  yield  your  bodies,  and  all  their  mem¬ 
bers,  as  well  as  your  fouls,  and  all  their  faculties,  as 
inflrumems  of  ughreoufnefs  to  God,  which  Is  your  rea- 
fomble  fcrvice  \  {Rom,  vi.  13.  and  xiu  1.)  that  ye  may 
never  alienate  and  debafe  Lius  peculiar  right  and  proper- 
nr.  bjr  impurity  in  the  thoughts  and  inclinations  of  the 
heart,  or  in  the  atls  of  the  body ;  but  may  in  all  things 

glorify 

O  T  E. 

0*1:  body,  it  can  farce  bt  (an!  of  ihcm,  that  chap.  iiL  iff*  it,  and  tie  temple  of  the  Kvttsg 
i‘«  ’V  JTcvi/Zwr/  tkc  or  arc  nut  lins  a-  Gedt i  G^r*\Li<S^hchtrt{^vU^theUmpNtftiic 
v  iw?  ft  man's  gw*  bwfyi  anti  even  fornici*  tti thGh*ft\  *>h»ch  thews  that  the  HoiySpi- 
rion  itiHf  isan  abufe  of  other'*,  as  well  as  of  misihe  living  God*  and  a  trrr.pfe  el*ays 
*J**  *  body,  -  fupp^c*,  is  o,  aa  inhabiting 

T  W‘ut  the  apofll;  alb  ihe  i&npkif  Godt  ddtvt 


x?  Tor  yc  are 
■uc-hr  with  a 
therefore 
Cud  in 
«.n-  bi ami 

hi 


nTr/+.e 

■  -r  ■  q.  r.  1, 


f 
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“I. T°ur rfpj:ltp  glorify.him  with  both  **  which  he  has  now  a  peculiar 
uirtrc  o  s*  and  endearing  title  to»  by  redeeming  love,  added  to 

that  of  creation  and  providence;  and  which  ought  to 
be  devoted,  employed,  ami  improved  intiiely,  unre¬ 
servedly,  and  for  ever,  to  his  glory,  and  according  to 
his  will. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


What  an  honour  In?  Chrift  put  upon  the  funts,  in  making  their  bodice,  as  well 
as  fouls,  his  members t  and  the  temples  of  the  Holy  Gboft,  which  he  will  raife  to 
immortal  bteftcdiK'is  1  And  what  dignity  and  glory  will  they  appear  in*  when 
they  fliall  fit*  like  jufticcs  on  the  bench,  with  the  great  judge  cat  alt ;  and  the 
reft  of  mankind,  yea,  the  fallen  ajjgch-  tbcmfdvcs,  fhall  be  arraigned,  tried,  and 
cart  at  Ids  bar;  and  the  attending  court  (hail  fay,  with  ibkmn  acclimation,  **  Thou 
art  righteous,  O  Lord,  hecaufethon  haft  judged  thus!"'  (Rev.xvi.  5*)  How 
highly  therefore  doth  it  become  them  now  to  adjuft  cunt  rover  ties  about  civil  af¬ 
fairs  among  themfelves,  by  referring  them  to  the  arbitration  of  their  own  liomrft 
friends,  rather  than  give  way  to  a  litigious  temper,  and  expofe  religion  to  its  ene¬ 
mies,  by  going  to  law  one  with  another  before  them  J  What  a  ihameisit  to  a 
church  of  Chrift,  if  there  be  none  among  their  lay-brethren,  that  are  wife  and 
prudent  enough  to  engage  hi  making  up  fuch  differences  1  And,  O  liow  exceed¬ 
ingly  are  fuch  church  members  to  blame,  who  are  fo  far  from  putting  up  wrongs, 
as  to  be  themfclvcs  guilty  of  cheating  and  injuring  others,  and  that  their  Chri* 
A  fan  brethren  !  Whatever  fuch  jwrfmis  pro  felons  and  pretences  be,  they  do  hut 
deceive  (heir  own  fouh,  if  they  imagine  that  they  ihaU  be  admitted  to  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven,  while  they  allow  themfelves  m  this,  prany  other  kind  of  wick- 
ednefet  fuch  as  unci  dime  ft,  idolatry  *  coveLoufncfc,  dnmkenncfa,  defamation, 
and  extortion*  But,  O  how  great  fa  the  difference  between  what  true  believers 
once  were,  in  the  days  of  their  nnregcneracy,  and  now  are,  through  the  riche; 
of  furprfaing,  fbvcrcign,  and  difring ut flung  grtce  !  They  were  under  the  pow¬ 
er  of  damning  hit,  and  fome  of  them  notnriouily  vile ;  but  now  they  are  par¬ 
doned  and  juftiflcrf  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  jefus,  and  fan  ftt  tied  by  the  Spirit 
of  their  God.  And  when  they  arc  brought  into  this  happy  Rate,  how  eilfy  mar 
they  be  about  all  things  of  an  indifferent  nature,  like  Jewiih  meats:  They  are 
lawful  to  them,  and  may  be  ufe^  without  firm  pic  by  them;  only  Chriftiin  prn* 
dcncc  fhould  direct  the  expediency  of  them;  and  they  fliould  take  heed  that  their 
confrienccs  be  never  enllaved,  by  human  tin  portions,  to  mnke  them  neceflary, 
and  that  they  never  go  into  an  immoderate  indulgence  of  fenfitive  appetites  for 
meat  and  drink,  which  will  perilh  with  the  animal  frame  of  the  body,  ard 
be  entirely  ufdcfs  in  another  world.  But  with  what  detection  fhoirid  they  By 
from  the  fin  of  fornication,  aod  from  every  thing  that  has  the  tea  ft  tendency  to¬ 
wards  it  1  This,  how  [lightly  foever  fome  may  think  of  it,  is  a  Gu  directly  con¬ 
trary  to  the  law  of  nature,  and  of  marriage*  and  to  the  noble  purpofes  for  which 
their  bodies  were  originally  ddigued,  and  to  which  thofe  of  the  faints  ft  tall  he 
raffed,  in  conformity  to  Chriftfa  glorious  body  :  It  is  contrary  to  their  relation  to 
him,  as  his  roemhent,  diflionouiMbte  to  Iris  name,  and  debating  to  themfdves,  X* 
join  their  bodies  tu  an  harlot,  and  make  them  one  fltfh  with  heris:  It  is  contral¬ 
to  that  intimate  union,  into  which  they  arc  ta*ten  to  their  holy  Head  and  Hui- 
baud,  as  one  fpirit  with  him ;  and  contrary  to  the  dignity  of  their  bodies,  and  lo 

th: 


N  O  T'  E. 

*  As  Chrift  h  iht  Redeemer,  who  paid  the  wMri  arc  his  ;  ar.da*,  In  the  pre- 

price  for  us,  »■€:  avc  certain  by  ib>  ut*l  as  ceding  \ci  fc,  believers  were  £i;J  to  Ik  1* 
<»od  the  father's  pcuifar  prnpeny  ;  and  as  ttwpic  &f  &c  llffy  Gfe/L  he  dfo  ivto  be  0N;t- 
it  u  on  die  foot  of  Ais  redenmeimi,  tfat  u'C  Ihtertd,  ti'S-'thcr  with  fhu  Father  and  S-",, 

.  3rc  (aid  to  be  Gad**!  it  luitir^Iiy  follow*.  that  as  thr  *ho  has  a  perctriiar  pruprfiy  :  1 
Chrift  is  included  in  ti*  G*att  ubofc  wc  ^rrt  us,  and  is  tr>  he  gtarifiei  by  us.  See  the  11  -*= 
and  whvm  wc  [liquid  £^yifj  with  h£tf  on  zlu\l 
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the  inhabitation  of  the  HoK  Ghoft  in  them,  as  his  temple  :  And  it  is  contrary  to 
the  right  of  purchafe  by  Jcfus  Chrift,  who  bath  bought  berth  their  bodies  and 
(mils  with  thr  price  of  bis  precious  blood,  that  they  mMit  not  be  their  awn 
lords  and  m afters  *  but  mi^ht  jrlori'yGori,  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  G holt, 
with  their  bodies  and  fpirits,  which  are  his. 


CHAP.  VIL 

The  apofile  proceeds  to  anfwcr  feveral  autfeions*  that  had  been  fait  to 
him ;  and *  beginning  with  what  had  hem  propofed  about  marriage* 
be  Jbews*  that  though  in  feme  cafes  it  might  he  bejl  not  to  enter  into 
that  ftate ;  yet*  as  it  is  God r s  ordinance  to  he  a  remedy  agaittjl 
fornication *  it  is  to  be  chofen  by  fitch  as  Ihii’C  Jlrong  propaijions  to 
that  fitly  i, — g*  That  married  Chrijlians  Jbould  not  feck  to  fart 
with  their  unbelieving  con  forts  t  one  being  fit  net  feed  by  the  other ,  for 
prtferving  the  federal  holme fs  of  their  children ,  ic3 — 16+  That  per¬ 
fects*  in  any  civil  fiat  ion*  Jhould  ordinarily  be  fatisfied  to  abide  in 
that .  in  which  they  were  fir  ft  called  to  the  faith  of  Chrift*  17, — 24- 
That  if  was  mofi  deferable*  en  account  sf  the  then  perilous  days*  for 
fengle  people  to  continue  fa*  unlcfs  there  were  atty  prejftng  reafons  to 
the  contrary  ;  and  that  perfons  of  all  ftathns  ought  to  fit  loefe  front 
every  thing  of  this  travfitory  world*  as  far  as  it  would  be  an  kh:dc- 
ranee  td  them  in  the  fervid' of  God ,  25,-35.  That  great  prudence 
fboutd  be  ufed  in  the  difpofaf  of  virgins*  36. —  rS.  And  that  widows 
jbould  be  very  careful  how  they  marry  again*  and  efpecially  that  it  be 
only  in  the  Lord*  jy,— ^0. 


Text. 

NOw  concern¬ 
ing  the 
thereof  ye 
wrote  onto  me; 
L  1  gpod  for  a 

man  not  to  touch 


Paraphrase. 

VTOTVj  to  fpeak  to  the  q  ue  (t  ions  propofed  to  me  in  the 
^  letter*  which  1  received  from  you  *,  and  to  begin 
with  thofe,  that  relate  to  matrimony;  1  fay,  in  general, 
that  the  unjnirried  flare,  con  fid  era  d  ;is  free  from  in¬ 
cumbrances*  and  attended  with  the  few  eft  incooveni* 
encts  and  troubles,  \ver*  z8,  35.)  efpecially  in  times 
of  perfccution,  (iw*  26.)  is,  in  that  view  of  it,  cobs 
preferred  to  a  (late  of  wedlock* 

2  But 


NOTE. 


*  It  appears  from  the  manner  of  the  apo- 
fdr’i  introducing  this  part  <*f  hb  epiftle,  that 

he  had  received  1  letter  from  fuch  members 
cf  the  church  at  Corinth*  as  adhered  to  him, 
a  hour  frverat  points  or  confcieiicc  iu  debate 
among  them,  of  which  they  driired  a  ihhi- 
tion,  as  what  ilicy  *  outdated*  by:  Accord¬ 
ingly  he  lets  hhrjelf  to  anfwcr  them,  in  this 
and  the  follow1  ng  chapters,  beginning  urrh 
thrir  ^ueftioas  about  nutrriegt*  in  an  agree¬ 
able  cunuefttcm  with  what  he  had  Jail  been 
faying  ajainifc  Formication,  Hud  *<;  ilic  let¬ 
ter  before  us,  which  they  wrote  tv  him,  we 
ml^ht  form  a  better  judgment  ofcbetwaiKy 
tnj  propriety  of  his  thoughts  on  all  thoiii 

than  u?  nou  want  gfk/ioiv- 

YqlAV.  }  ii 


big  hs  contents,  any  further  thsti  may  bo 
gathered  t'r-^n  his  reply,  and  -he  very 
leant  y  remain?  of  the  hrtlory  of  tWl:  ii  nes* 
As  to  the  JitiL-fc  of  marriage,  whuh  he  con- 
fiders  in  ihh  chapter,  it  is  prolwblc  ihat  thcru 
were  f >mc  01  the  Oeuih  converts,  who  in¬ 
clined  to  the  PttbstyrceH  notion  ihut 

ordinance  as  lExiuyh  it  were  an  enemy  to 
The  inttllefhiaJ  life;  (fcc  Dr.  ff'bittj  or  t^c 
place)  and  that  1  here  were  oihers  among  iho 
Ji'T vijh  converts,  ivl:o£dcd  w"th  ihv  U'ltnne 
of  Ivtir  £cboolst  which  taught,  that  every 
man  at  xhc  age  of  t  wen1  y  was  hound  to  many, 
and  delivered  v/a'ivo^vpiniousab^u^  ^ 
fr->m  the  marriage- bed.  See  Dr* 
works,  Vol  :i.  p,  js j3  73V* 


66  The  Tlrjl  Bpijtk  to  the  Corinthians  paraphraf&k  Ch.  vu. 


x  N  evert  hcltfs 
to  avuid  fornica- 
lion,  let  (very 
man  ]ia\elitso«ii 
utfe,  Ami  let  eve¬ 
ry  woman  have 

her  own  bo  stand* 


1  Let  the  huf- 

tjrtd  render  \m\o 

tlit  Wife  due  be¬ 
ne  volt  nee  ;  and 
like  wife  alio  die 
wife  on  to  UathHJ* 
band. 


4  The  wife 
hath  not  power 
of  her  own  body* 
but  the  husbjjut : 
and  likeutfc  alfo 
tilt  hn>hu;;il  hath 
not  power  of  bis 
own  body*  btu  the 
wife. 


5  Defraud  ye 
not  one  the  other, 
except  h  &  wUh 
con  fcntforaii% 


that  ye  may  five 
yoorfclve*  to  ta-fU 
in &  atid  prayer; 
uni  come  toge¬ 
ther  again  that 
Satan  tempt 

you 


2  But  yet,  as  marriage  //  honorable  in  u//,  and  tie 

ted  undcfiicd*  (Meb*  aiiL  4.)  and  as  it  is  appointed  of 
God*  among  other  rcafons*  for  preventing  the  abomin¬ 
able  fin  of  fornication*  together  with  all  forts  of  un- 
cleannefi*  which  I  have  been  bat  now  fo  particularly 
remonftniting  againft*  (ebsp*  v-  and  chap*  vi.  13,-20.} 
I  would  ad t tie  every  man*  whole  natural  conftitufion* 
and  the  temptations  of  his  fituation  may  be  too  ftrong 
inducements  to  that  iniquity*  ( ver *  9.)  to  take*  and 
keep  to  a  wife  of  hia  own*  who 

Hull  be  his  peculiar  property;  and  every  woman*  in 
like  circumftaiices*  to  accept*  and  cleave  to  a  hufband* 
who  (ball  be  hers  only,  (w  avj^)  and  not  another*** 

3  And  when  they  arc  joined  together  in  lawful  wed¬ 
lock,  the  hulband*  to  prevent  irregular  defires  in  him- 
felf  after  other  women*  and  in  his  wife  after  other  men* 
fhould  take  proper  opportunities  of  teltifying  bis  peculiar 
affection  to  her*  in  a  due  performance  of  the  conjugal 
duty,  which  be  owes  to  her,  and  her  only*  as  may  ue 
molt  agreeable  to  her  inclinations :  And  the  wife*  on 
her  part,  fhould  be  ready  to  do  the  like  towards  her 
feufband- 

4  For  as  they  have  given  themfelves  one  to  thetither* 
thre  wife  has  no  longer  a  right,  or  authority, 

10  difpofe  of  her  own  body,  by  witholding  it,  in  fit  fea- 
Tons*  from  her  hufband;  much  lefs  by  proftituting  it  to 
any  other  man;  it  being  a  property  facred  to  her  huf 
band:  And  on  the  other  fide*  the  hu  lb  and,  in  like  man 
ner*  has  no  right*  or  authority,  to  wubold 

his  own  bodyfrom  his  wife;  much  lefsto  gratify  any  o- 
ther  woman,  or  his  own  pteafure,  in  impure  embraces 
of  her;  it  bring  tbe  inviolable  property  of  his  wife* 

5  Whofoever  of  you  therefore  are  in  the  matrimonial 

Rate*  fee  that  ye  be  juft  and  kind  one  to  the  other,  and 
that  ye  do  not  necdFarily  deprive  one  another  of  the  du* 
ty  of  that  relation  unhb  it  be  by  mutual 

agreement  on  fome  fpeclal  folemn  occafions,  to  the  end 
that  ye  may  abftaiu  from  all  gratifications  of  nature,  in 
order  to  your  hiring  the  more  fuitably  and  intently  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  religious  cxercifes  of  humiliation,  falling, 
and  prayer;  and,  when  fuch  feafons  are  over,  ye  may 
difcretionally  return  to  a  fober  and  temperate  ufe  of 

each 


NOTE* 

*  The  apitfiic’i  reafoning  in  this  And  flic  heart]  when  wc  are  obliged  to  fpcik  of  them* 
preceding  verfes  evidently  makes  again  ft  Po-  as  i  am  forced  to  do  tho*  wkh  great  reluChtK^f 
and  tifiuj  of  cc&kaejj  or  of  m  this  paraphrafc,  and  hope  have  done  in  the 

pcrpetael  vhfu;:fj  ;  And  the  chaflity  ot'liii  ebdeft  manner;  in  which  it  likewife  ou*ht 
Ayk  is  very  remarkable,  eo  teach  ustc  he  u  Lok  read*  without  foolifi  jejtiqg9  as  fach 
aandoft  a*  po  ill  hie  tn  expredinj  things  that  parts  of  the  facred  feripture  too  oftcu-stt,  by 
uaglii  Lead  to  rxifc  iudoevat  nations  ia  die  pcrjbu  of  wtN  m/Wi. 
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e? 


yon  ant 
yuor  ificontUKU 

*!• 


4  But  I  fpcnt 
thiihy  perrrufij&n, 
4*td  not  of  con* 
AiiAdmtDI. 


T  For  I  wtnU 
that  all  rocn  wert 
rvcn  as  myfctf ; 
hut  every  man 
h»h  bis  proper 
gift  of  God,  one 

after  thia  manner* 

and  another  after 

that. 


%  I  fay  there¬ 
fore  to  the  on* 
named  and  wi- 
(Intfjt  It  it  good 
for  them  if  they 
-bide  even  as  l* 


9  But,  if  they 
ran  not  con  (ain, 
Li  them  marry  ; 
fjritfc  teller  to 
many  than  to 
horn. 


for  each  other  again;  left  the  devil  fhould  take  an  opportu* 
nity,  during  too  long  and  difagreeahle  an  abftinetice* 
to  tempt  you  to  fome  criminal  conversion  with  orhef 
perfons,  thro*  the  workings  of  an  unchafte  difpofmon  in 
yourfelvcs. 

6  But  what  I  fay  in  thefe  cafes,  Is  by  way  of  contef- 
Con  and  advice*  which  I  am  allowed  to  offer,  as  an  in- 
fpired  apoftle,  with  refpett  to  what,  in  different  cir- 
cum  fiances,  may  be  lawfully  done,  and  may  be  molt 
greeable  to  your  holy  profeluon ;  and  not  by  any  esprefs 
command  of  Chrift,  (fee  the  note  on  ver*  10.)  as  to 
what  is  abfolutely  ntccffary  for  this,  or  that  particular 
per  fan- 

y  For  I  could  indeed  heartily  wifti,  that  all  my  un* 
married  chriftian  friends  were  as  eafy  and  contented,  ad 
I  myfelf  am,  in  a  fmgle  ftate  of  life  *:  But  they  mu  ft 
be  left  ro  confult  their  own  tempers,  difpofitions,  ami 
tituations;  fince  everyone  of  them  has  the  peculiar 
frame  of  his  natural  conftirution,  and  proper  meafurcs 
of  afiiftance  for  the  government  of  if;  by  the  gift  of 
God,  as  the  author  of  both,  fome  in  one  way,  and  o- 
tbers  in  another,  for  rheir  different  trial  and  improve* 
menr,  and  for  djfplaying  the  power  of  religion  in  its 
various  forms  of  working  in  them  refpectively,  whether 
they  alter  their  condition,  or  not. 

8  I  therefore  only  fay  to  harchelors  and  maidens,  wi¬ 
dowers  and  widows,  that*  in  thefe  perilous  times,  it  is 
really  moil  eligible  for  them,  if  they,  like  me,  can  do 
it  with  fafety,  to  keep  themfelves  unmarried  +,  as  1  do 
myfelf,  for  prudential  reafons,  while  I  find  no  incon¬ 
veniences,  but  manitold  advantages  for  the  fcrvice  of 
God  in  it* 

9  But  if  their  animal  inclinations  are  too  ftrong  and 
fervent  to  be  retrained,  and  kept  within  due  bounds, 
by  all  the  grace  they  have  received,  without  great  un* 
eafinefs  and  disturbance  to  them  (elves;  let  them  pru¬ 
dently  marry  fome  fuitable  peifon,  left  temptations 
fhould,  one  time  or  other,  prove  too  hard  for  them  : 
For  it  is  certainly  fai  better,  m  point  of  wifdom,  duty, 
and  comfort,  for  any  one  to  marry,  than  to  be  under 

the 

K  o  T  E  S- 

|  S«ne  have  thought  that  tbc  apoftlc  hsn> 
ftlf  a  hccjuJcr  [peaking 

filch,  he  here  \i\u$  hinjelf  in,  frpnp,  it  it 
good  fzr  them  ^  :f  ihtf  obid:  evm  as  / ;  ar.d  be- 
ejufe  he,  having  k  co fi fc:e mi itrk'fc, 

and  zealous  Pk:rifiCt  had  probably  married 
in  his  yrongcr  rLys,  according  tu  the 
iritrc  of  the  Jcvr'fi  ichoob,  ui>:ch  imdc  ;t  & 
fin  to  con  italic  v;*r: 

■  r  4  4 

Sec  the  EjWjA  V?r.  t. 


*  T  talc  this  to  he  the  apoftU’s  fmfe,  ra¬ 
ther  than,  a*  the  Bream  of  com  men  r  ators  Car¬ 
rie*  irt  that  he  wiihed  all  men  were  tutmerried 
24  he  hfmiUf  ws  !  For  that  would  have  bem 
joconliftent  both  with  GorVs  ordinance  of 
mimap,  and  with  the  tomina&nce  of  the 
church*  and  of  the  urorld*  fur  time  to  come ; 
and  as  Car  u  he  fraud  any  licneftt  id  a  ftiigfe 
life,  for  flrhtch  he  w;flied  it  to  other**  that  is 
:s£de ntly  cxprelkd;;;  ths  stxt  verib* 
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t«  Anil  unto 
the  mailed  I 
Command, 

1.  hut  the  I.«rd, 
kt  nut  the  wife 
depart  from  her 
husband  : 


1 1  Knf  anil  IS  lbs 

depe  rr,  !«  her  re- 
main 

ft r  he  ivcn  uofiil 

to  be-r  hwstxu>i  : 
ai>d  \"t  ra-*  the 
htlihfciul  put  u- 
way  ki>  * }  le* 


the  power  of  tormenting*  inflaming,  and  impure  defines 
after  unlawful  enjoyments* 

10  And  as  to  another  of  your  queftions  about  marri¬ 
ed  people*  beth  of  which  arc  believers;  though  fomcof 
them  may  b*j  too  ready  to  foil  in  with  what  they  have 
been  wonr  to  hear  from  the  JewiJb  rabbies,  about  the 
nllowalftenefs  of  divorces  on  trivial  occahons,  (fee  l)r* 
Light  fat  on  Matth*  v.  31*)  I  declare,  not 

as  from  myielf,  nor  yet  as  what  I  have  received  by  im- 

m&iiiite  i  inspiration,  which  111  this  cafe  there  was  no 
need  of*  ;  but  as  what  our  Lord  himfelf  has  cxpre&ly 
commanded,  (Matfh*  v*  32,  and  xix*  6,  9*)  and’  has 
fixed  as  a  binding  law  upon  all  bis  difciplcs,  that  no 
wife  ftieuld  voluntarily  feparate  herfelf,  or  be  divorced 
from  her  hufband,  for  any  differences  that  may  rife  be* 
tween  them;  unlefa  it  be  on  account  of  adultery* 
it  But  if  upon  fome  pet,  difi ike,  or  quarrel,  flic 
fhoiild  go  away  from  her  hufband,  or  he  Ihould  difmtfs 
her  for  any  ojber  caufe  than  Chrift  has  allowed  of,  flic 
ought,  by  ;jJl  means,  10  refoive  again  ft,  and  keep  her- 
frii  from  marrying  another  man,  which  would  be  utter¬ 
ly  nnlawlift;  (Muttb*  xix*  g*)  or  rather,  it  is  her  duty 
to  do  all  thnt  in  her  lies,  to  get  the  breach  made  up  be¬ 
tween  her  huiband  and  berfelf,.  to  regain  his  favour, 
and  layaf.de  her  own  refen  tinents,  that  they  may  live 
amicably  together  again,  as  becometh  faints:  And  it  is 
the  incumbent  duty  of  the  hufband  not  ro  divorce  his 
wife,  while  flic  is  willing  to  live  with  bim,  and  is  faith¬ 
ful  to  hts  bed* 


11  Hi^t  to  rhe 

rdt  fpejfc  lf  ux 

the  I  .we,,  it  ittijr 

tmuJuT  hath  a 
v;te  itac  beltev- 
cth  not,  xnd  ihc 

be 


12  Bur  to  others  among  you,  that  were  married 
to  heathens,  or  unbelievers,  before  they  them felves  were 
converted;  and  may  now  be  in  doubt,  whether  they 
ought  itill  to  continue  in  the  conjugal  relation  with 
them,  becaufe  under  the  M&faic  law,  the  Jews  wc re  o- 

bliged 


NOT 


*  The  re  was  n a  need  of  immedfaie  jnfpir^u- 

o\\  ns  to  this  pom:,  w  hUh  Chrift  h^J  fo  dearly 
and  cxprcfsly  dctcrmir.cd,  as  there  wuh 
iWpi-tf:  tn  others,  u  Kich  iie  had  raid  nothing 
olinut ;  there  havhtj;  been  nr*  occaGon  fur  it 
then,  and  lie  having  kit  than  10  be  fettled 
by  fcii  ape  Hies,  as  cheumlU'Ke*  might  a- 
liio  ;  Ni -r  Is  inotti  any  nerefll'y  of  undrr- 
ji  nding  ibi*  aptifUc  to  mean  merely  hfc  own 
private  opinion,  when  lie  faid,  vcr.  tf*  / 
fptak  by  and  vet,  n<  I  f pesky  n&l 

ihc  JLtwdV  *ii'd  ij.  1  have  rg  cwjwjitfiid* 

wcni/wm  the  ygt  f  gilt:  mj  jutfgmtwi 

wf  rfM/  has  a  Gained  mir<y  *ftk c  Lira  n  rtf 
f+UrJni;  IV-r  all  tliis  may  i:trrj  welt  be  Liken 
tn  fignify,  that  ik'lircd,  under  tbefe 

of  inoctli,  was  by  infpuatnjo,  in  dU- 


litiOion  from,  and  by  way  of  addition  (*\ 
what  our  Lord  himfelf  had  men  lid  nod,  i:i 
the  day*  of  hi#  nuniftry ;  aL-cordin^ly  he 
f|xaks  »f  himfelf t  a  reference  to  the-’e 

things,  as  ha X‘hj  the  fpirii  tf  G$d,  (wr.  40^ 
But  if,  as  (ft me  would  kavc  his  meamn  j 

vras,  that  he  fpokc  thofc  things*  as  his  0*11 
private  Sentiments,  and  not  by  divine 

this  lhc*s  his  grm  hooefly  ar.d 
faith falncii,  in  giving  fuch  plain  notice 
what  he  delivered  only  as  his  private  thoughts 
acd  carrirs  flrong  evidence,  that,  when  he 
gave  no  of  that  kind,  he  is  to  be 

umfcrtinnd,  3$  fptahmg  hy  iofpiration  <  t 
the  fpirit*  accordion  to  wbat  he  lays  in  on* 
ptdkbn  to  teachers*  40-  Sec  ii:r 
note  tbcw* 
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be  pltafcd  to 
with  him, 
kt  him  not  put 
her  am/* 


i )  And  the 
nvrriMn  which 
h:iih  an  husband 
tlp.i-  belicv^h  imt 
*s"d  if  he  be  plcaf- 
f  i  10  dwell  with 
h  r,  let  her  not 
1cav‘c  him. 


T4  For  the  un- 
ht'Uevi  husband 
i'  firt€ttlkd  by  the 
wi-c*  ini  thf  im- 
bclkrviug  wife  fr 
iknfufied  by  the: 

husband  rife 

vrerz  yotlr  chil¬ 
dren  unclean;  hut 

new 


billed,  at  a  time  of  general  reformation*  to  put  away 
their  idolatrous  wives  *;  (fc’zrc  *.  3,  ire.)  I  declare,  by 
revelation  of  the  fptrit,  our  Lord  himfdf  having  left  no 
ettpiefs  ccmm.iiulir.ent  by  word  cf  month  r.buut  this 
poim,  that  if  any  chriftian  brother  be  wedded  to  □  wife, 
who,  after  lus  converfitm,  continues  ati  idoiutrefs,  or 
unbeliever,  and  (he  be  ucverthelefs  willing  ro  cohabit 
with  him  in  a  friendly  a::d  peaceable  'manner,  tts  be¬ 
fore,  he  ought  not  to  abandon  her,  merely'  ou  account 
of  religion* 

13  And  if  any  converted  woman  was  before  married 

ro  an  hu(b?nd,  who  remains  in  unbelief*  and  vet  )$  Hill 

*  # 

willing  to  live  in  an  homft,  decent,  and  loving  man* 
ncr  with  her,  as  man  and  wifr,  Ih c  oughr  not  to  go  a-* 
way  from  him,  as  if  the  bonds  of  matrimony  were 
broke  between  them,  only  h?caufe,  thrtugh  his  want 
of  religion,  they  cannot  walk  together  a>  heirs  of  the 
glace  of  life. 

14  For  as,  unto  the  pure,  all  relations  and  enjoy¬ 

ments  of  this  life  are  pure,  (717.  i*  15*)  the  hufbind, 
who  continues  an  iulich !,  is  fo  far  fa  notified,  or  ft  pa- 
rated  to  a  holy  life,  "»  r^*1**)  in  or  by  his  believing 
wife,  and  by  means  of  her  credibly  profefled  faith  and 
holinefj,  (they  being  one  flcfli,  {Mutth*  xix.  5.}  as  not 
to  deprive  her  of  the  covenant  privileges,  wbit  h  belong 
to  the  vthble  people  of  God,  and  their  feed;  (6>ir,  xvii, 
7*)  and  the  unconverted  wife  is  in  like  manner  fan£U- 
fietl  for  covenant  ule,  ("  in  or  by  her  helievtng 

hufband;  and  by  means  of  his  regularly  profeflbd  faith 
and  hclinefs,  and  of  her  conjugal  relation  to  him:  O- 
therwife  thofe  of  your  children,  which  defeend  from  a 
father  and  mother,  one  of  which  h  a  chriliian,  ami  the 
other  not,  would  be.  in  the  fame  condition,  as  to  the 
privileges  and  blellmgs  that  belong  to  the  vitlWc  church, 
and  to  the  external  adminiftration  of  the  covenant  with 
the  children  of  parents,  both  of  which  are  heathens, 
ami  fo  out  of  the  pale  of  the  church,  and  grangers  to 
the  covenants  of  promife,  and  by  no  means  to  be  own- 


N  O 

*  The  marrying  the  daughters 

*,{  ifioUtrons  m  direct  con  in* 

diction  to  lb t  well  known,  express,  unci  to* 
vert  pioht^tiinn  of  Cod  i  Jj.ut.  DcaJ.  Til* 

4.  Hut  i tic  believer  and  unbeliever,  fpoken 

f.!  hy  theapnflk-,  art  fuppofed  to  have  been 
married,  while  they  were  both  in  a  Ibte  of 
Joathcnifn),  or  of  unbelief*  That  t*tjt  there¬ 
fore,  was  very  different  from  //j/j,  on  tUe 
f  footj  and  it  a*s  fo,  furthermore. 


T  E. 

on  a  account,  9t  the  nationally 

ennij  tiered,  \Vv-Tw  tliluG  C*^i*  k  ima-editfe  go* 

as  th«:r  kki£,  i-od  ncre  he 
kt  pt  cntkrlv  diliin^t  frmn  till  the  khdcvrotis 
nations  ioiiiid  aii  jut  *hes: :  Anil  1  hough  it 

u-outd  b?  contrary  ut  the  CL;::y,  cos*-. !'o:i?  and 
ed'firation  i7i  ehriltuivs  to*  ttu-rtv  ui  believer*, 
ver.  jg,  yet  It  wn<itdd  not  iht  iniir^nt^o 

it  ft  If  null  md  void,  kifv  iho  nty-c  inO» 
::rf  10, 


The  Firjl  EpiJIU  to  the  Corinthians  paropbrofid,  '  Ch.  vli. 


dow  are  they  ho* 

i r. 


ij  But  if  the 
unbelieving  de¬ 
part,  let  him  de- 

pat 


ed  as  a  holy  feed  *;  But  now,  Cnee  the  unbelieving  pa¬ 
rentis  thus  fanciified  in  and  by  the  other,  who  believes, 
their  offspring  are  externally,  relatively,  and  federally 
holy,  as  a  feed  vilibly  feparated  and  appropriated  to  the 
Lord,  and  fo  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  cove¬ 
nant*  that  they  are  capable  of  in  their  infancy*  as  much 
as  if  both  father  and  mother  were  profeffing  believers* 
15  But  if  the  unbelieving  hulbaad,  or  wife,  is  fo  of¬ 
fended  at  the  other's  embracing  Chrift  and  the  gofpel* 

as  for  that  reafon  only  to  go  away,  and  abfblutely  refolve 
a  gain  ft  living  together  any  more,  as  man  and  wife;  let 
fuch  take  their  own  court,  at  their  peril,  after  all  pru¬ 
dent,  kind,  and  proper  methods  have  been  tried,  in 


N  0 

*  The  terns  unclean,  and 

occur  aisnolt  mjmbcricft  times 
in  the/rwjtfjj,  and  in  the  New  Teftamcnt ; 
but  I  do  not  find  th?t  they  are  ever  once  u- 

fed.  to  fignify  tllmhmate  Mid  Ifnlimote, 

uhich  h  the  feofe  that  ibme  vooJdnen  put 
upon  them :  And  is  the  apoftle  was  fpeak- 
of  perform  already-  married,  and  marriage 
u  a  civil  ordinance  of  the  God  of  narurt, 
there  was  no  room  rn  doubt,  whether  the 
children  of  fuch  unbelieving  and  believing 
.parents  were  legiiimaitt  or  not,  nncefSof  de¬ 
pends  entirely  on  the  legitimacy  of  the  mr - 
mgr,  and  not  at  til  on  the  re Egixts  ctma&sr 
of  the  husband  and  wife,  whether  one,  or 
both,  or  neither  of  them,  were  chriftun*  or 
no.  Nor  is  it  to  be  fuppofed,  that  unclean 
and  Ac/y,  in  this  pstflage,  is 10  beuudcrllood 
of  r*j4  ferfinaly  and  mttmal  unclean  nets 
andh*l;nc&;  For  the  children  of  belwven 
are  in  &  moral  fcnfe,  as  unclean  by  nature,  as 
the  children  nf  other  people*  xiv,  1, 

“4-  and  xxv  4,  PfiL  li*  j-  and  ¥-ph  it  3. 
and  it  cannot  be  faid  of  alt  the  children  of 
hclicvot]  any  more  than  of  adult  baptized 
profcflbrs,  that  they  arc  renewed  and  lane* 
,_tified  by  the  Holy  Ghoft;  fincc  the  event  in 
both  thews,  that  they  arc  not  all  cirnuneited 
in  hearr*  mr  that  all  are  itet  Jfrach  which 
are  of  IfraeL  (Rom.  u.  xBr  19*  and  lx.  d.) 
But  unctfajt  and  biiy  ant  fuanifcftly  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  here,  in  that  well  known,  and  familiar 
fenfe  in  which  the  church  of  Ifrael,  and 
their  Iced,  by  virtue  of  their  Vifibic  rehrion 
to  God,  as  his  covenant  people,  were  called 
cn  holy  people,  and  on  holy  jetdy  in  difttn&hm 
from  the  heathen  nations,  which  were  fly  led 
unclean,  os  being  out  ojf  the  pie  of  the  church, 
anrfottluded  from  the  privileges  andhleJfings 
of  God's  covenant*  See  Dt&t-  vii,  4*  Ezra, 
lx*  a*  tfi*  vi.  13*  and  lii.  (\uid  Ljcii. 

An  1  bus  the  parents  and  children  of  the  vi¬ 
sible  church  are  called  holy,  Rom,  xj.  iff. 
and  the  unconverted  Ge titles  arc  repre  footed 
M  nncitentf  in  Trier's  viiioa  of  the  ihcct,  dlfs 


T  E* 

X*  14.  tomputd  with  rrr*  when  there* 

fore  the  infants  of  vtGbk  believers  are  hap* 
tized,  il  as  no  more  fctring  a  Teal  to  a  blank, 
than  when  that  ordinance  is  julmhiiftcred  to 
perfbeta,  who  never  were  baptized  be  fort* 
upon  their  own  proftflion  of  faith  and  repen¬ 
tance,  but  were  not  really  partakers  of  thole 
graces ;  For  the  proper  ground  of  baptizing 
vise,  or  the  other,  does  not  lie  in  a  eertdhtty% 
which  no  roinifter  can  have,  that  they  are 

really  endued  with  the  ^race  of  God,  and  fn 

internally  in  covenant  wuh  him  ,  but  in  their 
vtjib/e  covenant  relation  to  him}  as  that  is 
manifefted  by  a  credible  profcfljoo  of  faith 
ta  adult  perfons*  and  by  God's  pxomife  to 
them  and  their  Iced;  for  which  reafon,  I 
think,  the  faith  and  hotinefs  of  parents  arc 
to  be  conJ:dcrcdj  as  credibly  prefe/fed  by  them, 
in  order  to  the  entailing  of  a  relative,  federal 
hoJincfs  on  their  children,  and  entitling 
them  to  bapiifm*  And  as  we  have  a  rcifon- 
able  ground  of  hope  for  the  falvation  of  Tech 
pfroreffing  believers,  asenminue*  living  and 
dying,  to  be  vifibly  iu  covenant  with  God; 
fo  wc  have*  tfiaE  thdr  feed,  dying  fo  in  fancy* 
(ball  be  fared :  For  fince  they  did  not  live  to 
long,  as  to  be  capable  of  renouncing  the  gra¬ 
cious  covenant,  which  God  made  with  their 
parent;,  and  with  them,  we  may  comfort-* 
ably  confider  them,  zs  in  iht  hands  of  ace- 
venani'G&f,  whole  faithfuloeft  engages  him 
to  continue  to  hr  fo  to  them,  lhai  were  not 
fu/fered  to  reject  him  by  urndicf,  and  fo, 
not  to  mention  the  [rent  encourage  me  at  they 
would  have  to  lay  bold  on  God's  corenanr, 
were  th^y  to  grow  up  to  years  of  maturity, 
there  Is  reft  difference  between  them*  v-d 
the  dy  In  g  in  Ifants  of  Unbelievers  and  heathens 
which  mu  ft  be  left  10  rbe  ttttewetauifd  mer¬ 
cy  of  God;  and  what  ground  of  hope  there 
is  ia  lbist  let  thofe  chriftlan*  cofrfder,  whs 
would  fet  a  fide  God's  promUeof  beluga  G‘£ 
tc  £u  pt&pU  and  thdr  fczdj  as  haring  no  rrh* 
lion  to  ffiriiaal  privik^a  and  benefit i,  tux 
any  place  trader  the  gr-lpcl  d;fpcn£tlox* 
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7* 


fan.  A  brother 
«ri  frftcruiwt  wi¬ 
der  bondage  jn 

focb  raffs  *  but 
Gad  h^lh  called 
to  peace  i 


Tor  what 
fcnoweft  thou,  O 
whether 
thou  fh  alt  fave  thy 
husband  ?  cr  how 

knowdl  thou  □ 
man,  whether 
thou  (halt lave  thy 

wife! 


it  But  as  God 

tilth  diihibufcd 

■§. 

tt>  every  man*  as 
the  Lord  h2;h  cal¬ 
led  tvtry  one,  /o 
let  jjL:i  walk,  and 
Co  ordain  l  in  Al 
churches,, 


?S  Is  any  man 
clU rd  being  cir- 
cu melted  ?  let 
idm  oot  become 

UaCtfv 


vain,  to  prevent  it*  A  chriflkui  brother,  or  fillers  in 
fuch  a  cafe  is  not  tied  down  to  the  hurdlhip  of  comion* 
in^  the  conjugal  relation  with  one,  who*  in  cifcft,  ir- 
reclairaably  breaks  the  matrimonial  bond,  and  defeats 
all  its  ends,  much  left  to'enflave  his,*  or  her  own  con* 
fcience  to  the  perverfe  humour  of  the  unbelieving  rela¬ 
tive,  for  the  lake  of  preventing  a  reparation  brrweeit 
them:  Only  it  is  to  be  remembered,  chat  God  has  di¬ 
rected  and  obliged  us,'  chriftians,  to  follow  after  peace 
in  every  natural  and  civil,  as  well  as  religious  relation 
and  therefore  fuch  ought  to  do  their  urmofi,  confident 
with  truth  and  hoHnefs,  to  engage  even  infidel  conferee, 
to  live  in  an  amicable  manner  with  them. 

1 6  For,  dill  further  to  enforce  this  duty*  how  do 
you  know,  O  believing  wife,  whether  by  fiill  continu¬ 
ing  to  dwell  in  love,  meekneO,  and  ebaftny,  with  your 
unbelieving  hufband,  you  may  not  be  an  inilrpment  m 
the  fpirit’s  hand,  of  winning  him  over  ro  the  faith  of 
Chrift,  and  fo  faving  his  foul?  (i  Ptt.  iii.  i,  a.)  Or 
how  do  you  know,  O  believing  hulband,  whether  you 
may  not  be  *a  like  happy  in  liniment,  in  due  time,  of 
converting  your  wife  ?  Do  notdelpair  of  this;  fince  that 
God,  who  has  changed  one  of  your  hearts,  and  had 
brought  you  into  fo  near  a  relation  to  each  other,  while 
ye  were  both  in  a  (late  of  infidelity,  can  fjn£tify  it  fo 
far,  as  to  turn  it  into  an  effectual  means  of  falvation  to 
your,  as  yet,  unbelieving  mate* 

17  But  whether  the  event,  as  to  that,  may  anfwer 
your  defire,  or  not;  Let  me  take  this  occ alien  to  exhort 
all  among  you  to  confider,  that  as  God,  in  his  provi¬ 
dence,  has  dealt  out  various  (lares,  conditions,  afid  re¬ 
lations  of  life,  to  every  one  of  you  refpeflivdy;  and  a*, 
while  each  of  you  was  fmmed  in  one  or  another  of 
them,  the  Lord  jefus  called  him  to  the  faith  and  fel¬ 
low  lh  ip  of  the  gofpel;  fo  he  lhou{d  labour,  by  divine 
grace,  to  behave  in  a  becoming  manner,  fui table  to  his 
ftanorij  without  imagining  that,  by  his  religion,  he  is 
cxcufed  from  any  of  the  duties  which  belong  to  it;  And 
this  is  what  I  lay  down  as  a  general  rule,  for  order's 
fake,  in  all  the  churches  of  the  faints,  with  refpeft  to 
other  cafes,  as  well  as  that,  which  1  have  been  now  in¬ 
fixing  upon. 

lit  Thus,  with  regard  to  religious  circumftances  of 
an  external  nature,  was  any  of  you  a  circumcifed  Jewt 
when  Gcd  called  him  by  his  grace  to  the  knowledge  of 
Child  ?  Let  him  not  regret  it,  or  wifh  that  he  had  ne¬ 
ver  been  circumctfcd,  as  though  he  were  the  worfe  for 
that*  On  the  contrary,  was  any  of  you  called  to  the 

faith 
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unciTCurocirerL  :1s 
*ny  cafl^4  in  un- 
oivuaitNfVm  ?  let 
him  not  hecuAiC 
circumcifcd* 


iGreusiri* 

(inu  it  noihingT 

»nd  nncimiflu> 
fiou  i«  iHitlrng, 
tut  i»ic  keeping 
of  iIk  command* 
jneets  of  God. 


io  Let  ercry 
man  ibide  in  the 
fame  calling 

n 

'fthtfreia  he  was 
cjibd- 


4r%  Art  thaw 
called  lacing  a  fer¬ 
vent  ?  cate  tint 
for  it  :  but  if 
thou  ni avert  he 
made  free,  ufc  it 

rwher. 


li  For  he  that 
U  called  to  the 

Lord 


faith  and  hope  of  the  gofpel,  while  he  was  an  uneir* 
cumcifed  Gentile?  Let  him  not  be  uneafy.  about  tb&tp 
or  think  the  worfe  of  his  ftate,  becaufc  he  has  not  this 
mark  oi  diflinttion  in  his  ftelh;  which,  under  a  former 
difpcnfition  of  the  covenant,  was  put  upon  God's  pro* 
fe  fling  people;  nor  let  him  now  want  to  be  circumcif- 
ed,  how  much  foever  fume  jfrw:Jb  zealots  would  prefs 
it  upon  him  :  Neither  of  thefe  circumstances  make  any 
alteration,  with  refprft  to  the  privileges  and  benefits  of 
true  believers,  under  the  gofpel  difpenftitiou. 

19  As  to  ciicumcifton  in  the  flefh,  on  one  hand, 
which  the  Jews  received  before  converfion  ;  and  as 
to  not  being  ctrcumcifed,  on  the  other,  which  was  the 
cafe  of  the  Gentiles ;  neither  of  thefe  are  of  any  avail 
in  Chrifttanity ;  no  man  is  either  the  more,  or  the  Icfs 
accepted  of  God  for  either  of  them  ;  but  the  main 
thing  is  to  fee  to  ir,  that  your  faith  work  by  love  ;  ( Gal 
v.  6.)  and  fo  prove  itfelf  to  be  genuine  and  fin  cere,  in 
a  conscientious  and  chearful  obedience  to  the  moral 
commandments  of  the  law  of  God,  as  becomes  new 
creatures*  ( Gal *  vi.  15.) 

20  So  again,  with  refpedto  the  civil  ftations  and  re¬ 
lations  of  this  world,  let  every  one  be  fatisfied  to  con. 
tinue  in  that  flat e  in  which  God  has  placed  him  in  the 
kingdom  of  providence,  before  he  called  him  into  his 
kingdom  of  grace,  which  is  defigned  to  make  no  alte* 
ration,  with  regard  to  the  duties  that  refult  from  the 
feveial  fit  nations  of  fecularlife,  but  to  enforce  rhe 
practice  of  them  in  fuch  a  way,  as  may  be  moll  to  the 
glory  of  Gcd* 

21  As  particularly,  was  you  In  the  capacity  and  qua¬ 
lity  of  a  femnr,  or  even  of  a  Have,  to  fome  mailer  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  fiefli,  who  had  bought,  or  otherwife  ac¬ 
quired  you  to  be  hie  property  \  don't  trouble  yourfelf  a- 
bout  that,  as  if  you  were  ever  a  whit  the  lefs  acceptable 
to  God  on  it's  account,  or  as  if  your  Chriftianity  were 
blemifhed  by  it,  or  it  were  inconfiftenr  with  your  duty 
towards  your  great  Lord  and  Mailer  in  heaven,  or  with 
your  holy  profeflion  of  his  name  and  your  fpiritual  pri- 
vileges  in  communion  with  him  t  Only  if  providence 
favour  you  with  an  opportunity  of  getting  your  freedom 
by  any  fair  means,  thankfully  accept  of  it,  and  faithful* 
ly  improve  ir,  as  the  more  dcfirable  condition,  in  which 
you  may  have  time  at  your  own  command,  and  better 
advantages  for  religious  exercifcs :  But,  be  this  as  it 
will,  don*t  difeourage,  or  difixefs  yourfdves  about  it. 

21  For,  in  oppolhion  to  the  higher  degrees  of  fecu- 
lar  callings,  he  who  while  in  a  llate  of  vaflalage  to 

men 
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Lord,  bting  a 
Arrant,  \ *  the 
Lord*  free- man 
like  wife  alf>  he 
ihai  is  called,  be¬ 
ing  free,fcChri(U 
i Levant* 


13  Te  are 

Wught  with  * 
price-  1'^f  ye 
the  liemnts  of 
men. 


*4  Brethren, 
fTtTy  mill) 
v,' her rir  he  Utsf- 

Ind  therein  abide 

v;lK  God. 

■ 


men*  was  called  by  the, power  anti  grace  of  the  Lord 
Jeftr$t  to  a  participation  of  the  fpiiituat  and  eternal 
bldlings,  that  are  AijoyM  in  union  with  him,  is  (to  al¬ 
lude  to  (laves  that  obtain  their  liberty)  as  much  a  freed 
imn  of  the  Lord  Redeemer's  own  making, 

and  that  in  the  mod  excellent  and  honourable  lenle  of 
freedom  and  deliverance  from  the  bondage  he  was  un¬ 
der  to  fin*  Satan*  and  all  the  ievere  exactions  of  the 
covenant  of  work4*,  (Jchn  viiu  36  Rom*  vi.  l8.  and  vii. 
3*  4<  and  GaL  v.  13*}  as  if  he  wefc  nor  under  any 
bond  of  civil  fei  vie  tide  to  mrn:  And*  on  the  contrary  *f 
he  who  was  called  rut  of  darknefs  into  marvellous  tight, 
(1  Pet*  ii*  9*)  while  he  was  in  a  flare  of  civil  freedom 
as  a  matter*  or  as  a  riemfnn  01  ftome9  is  hy  hL  temver- 
fion  become  as  much  a  fcrv.mt,  under  the  ftrnugeft 
bond*  ro  Chiifl*  Ins  great  Lord  and  Matter,  who  re* 
deemed  and  called  him,  that  he  might  be  fo*  as  if  he 
had  been  in  the  loweft  liate  of  (objection  to  men, 

25  So  that,  with  refpeit  10  religious  liberties  and  pri¬ 
vileges*  both  are  upon  a  level  ;  and  one  as  well  as  the 
other  of  you  arc  redeemed  from  the  wuift  of  bondage 
and  flavery*  for  the  moll  honourable  enjoyments  and 
employments  to  the  glory  of  God,  ( rhap *  vi*  20*)  not 
*withjilver  or  golJt  the  price  which  men  ufed  to  pay  for 
a  property  in  Haves*  or  for  their  ranfbm ;  but  with  the 
precious  hkosi  of  Chrijl  ( 1  Pet,  i*  .8*  19  )  In  corref- 
pondence  therefore  to  this  high  and  peculiar  right  which  ■ 
the  Lord,  who  bought  you,  has  to  all  your  ferview, 
take  h^td  of  parting  wiih  chat  fpi ritual  liberty,  where¬ 
with  Chrift  has  made  you  free ;  or  of  ferving  the  lufta 
and  fmful  commandments  of  men  $  or  of  being  fo  fub- 
je£t  to  them,  in  difcharging  tin?  duties  of  your  civil 
relations*  as  to  interfere  with  your  fuperior  obligations 

to  him, 

24  Upon  the  whole  then,  my  dear  brethren,  what¬ 
ever  be  the  external  circumilanees*  and  civil  ttations, 
in  which  any  were  converte  d*  whether  ir  were  in  either 
of  rhofe  but  now  mentioned,  {vtr+  16 — 22,)  or  in  any 
other ;  Let  every  one  tmie  ivour  to  be  eafy  and  content¬ 
ed  with  it,  as  whnt  providence  hns  ordered  ior  him; 
and  to  fulfil  the  duties  belonging  to  irr  by  walking  with 
God  therein,  a?  under  his  rye,  in  obedience  and  devoi- 
ednrfs  to  him,  by  yffittancc  from  him,  and  in  commun¬ 
ion  with  him,  who  is  graeioufly  prefcnt  with  his  people 

in 


N  O 

*  Chnft  arxJ  ifa  Ltr,^  in  this  vrrft,  evt- 
itaitiy  mean  the  lYin*;  pvrfon,  u'hois  ipofrca 
."it'^b&tuccljr,  as  i;w  L^r,ir  as  Jie  Lar</ 
fVi//j  11s,  as  the  LtrJ  *n*bo  mair*  nr  fret,  ami 
has  a  peculiar  prop*  r'y  in  us,  ai 


T  E. 

and  is  il  f  Lxrdf  whr*  btsth  the  author  jod 
the  L-kjcCt  we  frf 

firvsKtfi  all  which  c?n  litrdy  tu  Done 
hut  dut  Giiflf  t vhijt  we  Grtt  &r&  ti ihsm 
/fi\*  (Aft*  auvU.  1  j.) 
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1 5  Nov  con- 
ceming  virgins* 
1  hare  no  com* 
pnandmene  of  the 
l*Qt& :  yet  I  give 

my  imljJtncdE  as 

Odd  tfiJl  Iwltl  ill)— 

f ained  mercy  of 
the  Lord  to  be 
faithful* 


itf  7  fuppofe 
fherxfdrc  that 
th  is  it  good  for 
the  prerfent  dif~ 
trdh  1  fij*  that 
ii  is  good  for  a 
mu  id  to  be. 


*7  Art  thou 
hound  unto  a  ^ife 
feck  nottobe  Loo- 
fed.  Art  thou 
ixt&d  from  a 

wife 


in  all  conditions  of  life,  and  gires  a  fanfkified  ufe  of 
them  for  his  own  glory  and  their  own  good. 

25  Now,  as  to  your  queries  about  (Ingle  perfonsthat 
never  were  married  *,  I  cannot  fay  that  oar  bleffed 
XiOrd,  while  on  earth,  left  any  direction  or  command, 
to  forbid  changing  their  condition,  as  he  did  againft  a 
wife's  departing  from  her  halband ;  (ver.  10.)  But 

as  he  intended,  and  promifed  a  further  revelation  of 
his  mind  and  will,  by  bis  infpired  apoftles,  relating  to 
feveral  doQrines  and  duties,  which  pertain  to  the  gof- 
pel  (late,  {John  xvi.  12 — 15.}  I  give  my  determination 
(w«)  and  advice  in  this  cafe,  as  one  who  has  found 
favour  with  the  Lord,  to  be  put  into  the  apoftlefliip, 
and  to  be  aflifted,  and  made  faithful  in  it;  and  fo  what 
I  deliver,  by  virtue  of  my  office,  is  to  be  received,  not 
as  my  own  private  opinion,  but  as  an  authentic  rule 
of  faith  and  practice.  (See  the  note  on  ver  to.) 

26  My  fentiment$  then,  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  are,  that,  confidering  the  prefent  days  of 
violent  persecution  for  the  fate  of  Chrtft,  and  how 
much  eafier  it  may  be,  either  to  efcape  or  bear  their 
terrors,  in  the  (ingle,  titan  in  the  married  life ;  it  is 
molt  convenient  and  definable  for  every  one  that  is  un¬ 
married,  to  continue  fo  provided  he  can  do  it  with 
the  prefervation  of  his  chaftity  {ver.  ft,  9.} 

27  Is  one  man  among  you  joined  to  a  wife,  whom 
he  took,  and  by  the  law  of  marriage  is  bound  to  hold 
during  life,  for  better  and  for  worfc  ?  Let  him  be  fatis- 
fied  with,  and  fo  contented  m  that  (late,  as  not  to  want 
to  be  releafed,  much  Icfs  to  go  into  any  finful  meafures 
of  freeing  hinifelf  from  it,  by  a  divorce,  or  otherwtfe, 

on  account  of  the  difficulties  and  incumbrances  that 

■  _ 

may  attend  it,  even  in  the  worft  of  times.  On  the 
contrary,  Is  another  of  you  in  the  Tingle  ftate,  free 

from  all  engagements,  Tjy  promife  or  contradl,  to  t 
wife  f  Let  him  be  fo  well  pieafed  and  fatisded  wiih  liii 
prefent  condition,  as  not  ralhly  to  change  it,  or  be  for¬ 
ward  to  marry,  without  fomc  urgent  tieceffity  for  it; 


NOTE. 

*  It  items  from  this  vrrik,  and  vtr*  jf*  Art  thou  t&fcd  from  a  wife  ?  Sttk  not  a  -aife ; 
tfc-it  among  the  qneftions  fent  to  the  ipoftk  and  in  xer>  i8,  he  prafmitei  hk  |i'«ut, 
lbtmt  marriage,  there  were  fomc  (thtinj  par-  with  relation  both  to  men  and  woman*  Anil 
ticuliriy  to  young  perions;  and  though  ur*  Mr  Lccfrt  and  Dr  Whtiby  bare  offered  Jc- 
properly  figmfy  only  undttilcd  maidens;  veral  fafoncj  wuh  great  probability,  ta 
yet  the  nature  of  lik  argument  require?  our  that  rhe  worth,  (rw  rarfa 

junderitandinz  him,  as  including  young  pen-  which  arc  rendered  his  virgin t  vrrf  37.  fig- 
pie  of  both  foes ;  accordingly  in  the  next  nafy  rather  the  virgin  flatty  or  a  ftye  of  re¬ 
verie  he  lays*  It  is  gwd  for  a  moat  (ru  ■»>*  libacy,  whether  k  7>e  of  a  man  or 
I'vtfli)  which  include?  the  male,  to  continue  than  tb<  ftrfin  of  a  virgin,  in  die  flrifi  ac- 
hngle;  upon  which  he  adds,  {t'tr*i'j.)Art  captation  of  the  word.  See  thrir  not«  03 
a£gu  hsund  10  *  -wife*  $ztk  not  (0  it  hojtd,  that  vcric. 


Ch.  vil.  Tf* 

wife?  feck  not  r 
wife. 


i9  Bat  and  if 
them  many,  thou 
hafl  not  finned  : 
sn  l  if  a  virgin 

nurrv.  the  hath 

#  ~ 

no;  iionci  ne¬ 
vertheless,  fbeh 
ihall  ha«  trouble 

in  rite  JkAi;  but 

i  /pave  you. 


19  But  this  l 
Jky,  brethren,  the 
time  i$  Starr,  It 
rmaincth^  that 
both  they  tha 
have  vires ,  be  u 
though  they  had 
none ; 


30  And  they 
that  weep,  as 
though  they  wrpt 
sot  1  and  they 

thut 
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fince  it  is  by  far  the  beft  for  him  to  foffer  alone,  with¬ 
out  the  additional  grief  of  having  a  wife  and  faintly  in* 
volved  in  troubles  with  him. 

28  But  if  any  man,  upon  a  due  eonft  derat  ion  of  all 
circuro  (lances,  iball  find  it  mod  advifeable  for  him  to 
enter  into  a  Hate  of  wedlock,  he  may  warrantably  do  it 
without  tranfgreflmg  any  law  of  God  3  and  the  fame 
holds  equally  true,  with  refpeQ  to  a  young  woman, 
who,  on  like  con  fid  eration,  is  *minded  to  take  toherfclf 
an  hufband :  There  certainly  is  no  fin  in  marriage  itfelf, 
only  let  fuch  remember,  that  they  will  thereby  ezpofe 
themlelves  to  greater  anxiety  and  troubles  in  their  tern- 
poral  concerns,  which  will  be  very  grievous  to  theflefh 
efpecialiy  in  thefe  days  of  fore  tribulation  for  the  gof- 
pel’s  fake.  But  I  forbear  urging  this  matter  fo  far  as  I 
might,  left:  it  fhould  too  much  difeourage  any  of  you, 
that  are  married :  Or  fhould  prove  a  fnare  to  fome  o- 
thers,  who  may  be  defirokis  of  that  ftate :  And  fo  hav¬ 
ing  laid  thefe  cautions  before  you,  without  binding  any 
to  a  celibate  or  (ingle  life,  1  leave  them  to  continue  in 
it,  or  not,  as  their  own  prudence  and  conference  (hall 
direct.. 

29  But  whatever,  my  beloved  brethren,  any  cf  you 
may  do  as  to  this }  what  I  am  going  to  add,  is  of  the 
utmoft  importance  for  every  one  of  you  to  obferve,  and 
reflift  upon,  with  the  greateit  ferioufnefs  ;  namely  that 
as  all  time  is  in  a  manner  nothing,  compared  with  e- 
temity,  and  the  whole  duration  of  any  of  your  abode, 
whatever  your  circu  mil  antes  be- in  this  world,  is  abfo- 
lutely,  and  in  itfelf,  exceeding  fhort  and  uncertain,  and 
will  foon  have  an  end,  none  knows  how  foon;  it  may 
before  another  day,  hour,  or  moment:  Hence  it  plain¬ 
ly  follows,  that  they  who  have  hufbands  or  wives,  or 
other  near  and  dear  relations,  fhould  confider  them,  as 
tranfitory  dying  comforts  j  and  therefore  fhould  moder¬ 
ate  their  affections  to  them,  and  efpecialiy  take  heed  of 
fetting  their  hearts  fo  much  upon  them,  as  to  hinder 
their  purfuit  after  fpi ritual  and  eternal  things ;  yea  they 
fhould  fee  as  loofe  from  them,  as  if  they  had  no  fuch 
relatives  in  this  world,  when  they  come  into  competi¬ 
tion  with  Chrift  and  heaven,  or  would  obftruQ  their 

*  b 

duty  towards  Gc xn 

30  And  they  that  mourn  the  lofs  of  near  relatione, 
friends,  or  other  enjoyments,  and  the  various  afflictions 
that  befal  them,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  providence, 
or  for  the  gofpel’s  fake,  (hould  re  (Ira  in  the  excefs  of 
grieving  pillions,  manage  them  with  decency,  and  pof- 
fcfs  their  own  fouls  in  religious  peace  and  patience,  as 
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that  rryoict,  OS 
though  they  rt- 
}osc:d  not ;  and 
they  that  boy,  at 
th(Hi|h  they  poP 
defied  not ; 


31  And  they 
that  ufr  this 
world  u  not  abu* 
finz  it  ;  for  the 
fefhio*  of  (bit 
world  paflclh  a- 
ynj. 


31  Bat  T  would 

jfave  you  tfithnuE 

arcfulfltft.  He 
that  iit  unmarried 
caret  h  for  the 
things  that  (idoug 
to  the  LorJ  how 
he  ^1*1  ay  plcifit  t  he 
Lord: 


3  ]  But  ho  that 
wmamcct  carcih 
for  the  (Jungs  that 

are 


if  nothing  troubled  them :  Cnee  all  prefect  calamities 
will  foon  be  over-paft,  and  the  day  is  haftening  apace* 
when  God  will  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes : 
they*  that  are  pleating  them  (elves  with  any  enjoyments 
of  this  world,  lhoald  conlidcr  that  they  are  all  uncer¬ 
tain,  unfatisfyiDgi  and  perifhing,  and  fo  take  heed  of 
being  derated  with  them,  as  if  their  chief  happinefs  lay 
in  them;  and  fliould  learn  to  behave  with  a  holy  indif¬ 
ference  towards  them,  as  if  they  had  no  affc£tioii  for 
them :  And  they,  that  are  hufy  in  the  affairs  of  this 
life,  gathering  riches  by  trathek,  and  purchaling  eft  at  eg 
with  their  gains,  ftiould  remember  how  precarious  all 
thefe  things  are  ;  and  fit  as  lode  in  heart  from  them, 
as  if  they  had  no  poJUifion  of  earthly  treafures,  whjch 
in  a  little  time  will  make  themfdves  wings  and  flee  a* 
way;  and  cfpecialiy  take  care,  that  they  be  no  hindrance 
to  them  in  their  journey  heaven  ward, 

3 1  And  they  that  are  making  ufe  of  the  worldly  ac¬ 
commodations,  which  (Sod  has  given  them,  for  the 

oecelliites,  conveniences,  comforts,  and  fervices  oflife, 
fhould  fee  to  it,  that  their  hearts  be  not  fwallowcd  op 
in  them  ;  that  they  don’t  make  an  idol  of  them  ;  nor 
cnifapply  and  abufe  them,  to  the  difhonour  of  God  and 
the  pampering  of  their  own  pride  and  luxury  :  For 
{<■**“«}  the  figure,  form,  and  image  of  this  world  in 
it’s  whole  feheme,  as  to  its  prefem  ftate  and  relations, 
and  our  way  of  enjoying  it,  converting,  trading,  and 
living  in  it,  id  flying  oft  like  a  (badow,  and  will  fooa 
vantih  away. 

32  And  (^}  the  reafon  why  I  have  faid  fo  much, 
{yer*  I,  7,  8,  26,  28.)  in  preference  of  the  tingle  to 
the  married  life  is,  becaufe  t  would  fain  have  you  as 
free  as  poflible  from  the  anxious  cares  and  perplexing 
incumbrances  of  this  ferry  world,  efpeciaily  in  thefe  pe¬ 
rilous  days,  in  order  to  your  attending  the  fervice  of 
God,  and  purfuing  tbc  falvation  of  your  own  fouls 
with  the  left  hindrances  and  detractions;  For  it  oh* 
vious,  that  the  unmarried  chriftian  is,  generally  fpeak- 
tog,  mod  at  liberty  for  laying  out  his  thoughts,  time, 
and  labour  about  things  that  relate  to  the  caufe  and  in* 
tereft  of  Chrift,  and  to  his  own  communion  with  him, 
and  enjoyment  of  him;  and  for  confuting  how  he  may 
be  belt  employed  in  fuch  things  as  are  molt  pleafmg  and 
acceptable  to  his  Lord  and  Saviour. 

33  But  the  married,  as  particularly  the  believing 
hitiband,  who  a£b  with  a  conference  toward  God,  is 
necefiarity  engaged  by  the  duties  of  his  relation,  to  take 
more  care  ami  pains  about  the  concerns  of  this  prefect 
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art  of  the  Tvorld 
hcmaypk4& 
his  wife. 


Tfcsre  is 

iwlco  a  nil*  and 

a  linjin,,  The 

tnniatrkd  v.*o  - 
nan  car^th  fot 
iJnujfS  o  i  liiC 

!.rMd(  that  (Htf 
"i  ly  lit  holy  hoth 
m  hnHly  and  in 
4*>k  :  Lilt  I  he 
th.tr  is  Hurried 
tiirh  for  ihc 
( hiii  5s  of  the 
warht,  hovu  flic 

ti^iy  pTcalt  her 
hu.thu<L 


ArA  this  I 
fpcak  for  your 
Oufr>  prndt  ;  not 
that  1  may  tuft  a 
liurc  Upon  you, 
huvfiirthacwhkh 
ffimely  atwi  ill  at 

vulj  may  attcml 

r\vn  the  Loid 
uithnut  diilrac- 
fion. 
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life,  for  the  maintenance  of  his  family,  and  ordering  its 
affairs  to  advantage,  than  he  would  other  wife  be  oblige 
cd  to ;  and  he  is  bound  to  ftudy,  and  do  all  that  be  law¬ 
fully  can,  to  intereft  himfidf  in  the  affections  of  bis 
wife,  to  make  her  eafy  and  comfortable,  and  to  fupply 
her  with  a  fufliciency,  according  to  his  flation,  for  the 
fupport  of  hepfelf,  and  of  all  that  are  committed  to  her 
charge,  (1  Tim ,  y.  8>) 

34  There  is  alfo  a  like  difference  between  a  married 
woman  and  a  nuiden, .  that  have  received  the  faith  of 
Chriff :  She,  who  is  fingle,  has  ordinarily  none  of  the 
cares  and  incumbrances  of  this  life  to  trouble  her,  or  to 
break  in  upon  her  liberty,  and  leifure,  for  attending  to 
thofe  things  which  relate  to  the  knowledge,  fervice,  and 
glory  of  the  Lord  Chrift,  to  her  own  intereft  m 
him,  and  filtration  by  him;  her  dcfrntanglcd  circum- 
ftances  give  her  the  greater  advantage  for  making  relt* 
gion  her  bufinefs,  that  fbe  may  excrcife  herfelf  unto 
godlinefs,  both  in  the  courfe  of  her  life  and  converfaci- 
on,  and  in  the  hedy  thoughts  and  difpoE  cions  of  her 
bean;  and  fo  may  glorify  God  in  her  body  and  fpirit, 
which  arc  bis;  But  ffie,  who  is  married,  is  obliged,  by 
the  duty  of  her  place,  10  concern  hafclf  the  more  a* 
bout  the  things  of  this  world,  and  employ  more  of  her 
time,  thoughts,  and  pains,  in  contriving  and  manag¬ 
ing  the  affairs  of  her  family  in  the  bed  manner;  (1  Tim* 
v*  14.)  and  fhe  ODght  to  fluffy  and  endeavour,  by' alt 
chrifiian,  kind  and  prudent,  fober  and  mod  eft  methods, 
to  ingratiate  herfelf  with  her  hufband,  and  industrious¬ 
ly  Turner  ye  his  fccular,  as  well  as  fpiritual  imereft  and 

bappmefs, 

35  And  my  real  defign,  in  thus  giving  the  prefer¬ 
ence  to  a  Tingle  life,  is  only  with  a  view  to  the  benefie 
of  your  own  fouls,  that  ye  may  pate  through  this 
troubtefome  world,  efpeciaUy  in  perfecuting  times,  the 
freer  from  entanglements  and  hindrances  in  your  way, 
and  may  be  the  more  fully  and  undiilurbedly  engaged 
in  your  regards  to  the  things  of  a  better:  Not  that  I 
would  enfnare  any  of  your  confidences,  by  putting  yon 
upon  fuch  an  abfotute  refufai  of  marriage,  as  might  en* 
danger  your  finning  again  it  God,  through  the  power  of 
unchafte  inclinations;  only  I  would  direct  you,  if  ye 
are  able  to  receive  it,  {Matth,  xir,  1 1,  12 .)  to  do  what 
may  be  molt  expedient,  and  becoming  chriftiim  pru¬ 
dence,  in  the  prefent  difficult  chcumfcmccs  of  things; 
and  may  fet  you  molt  at  liberty  for  waiting  upon,  ad¬ 
hering,  anil  keeping  clofc  to,  and  ferving  the  Lord  Je- 
fus,  and  God  the  Father  through  him,  in  all  religious 

duties 
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duties,  with  undivided  beans,  without  difqcrietude,  per¬ 
plexity,  and  wanderings  of  thought,  by  reafon  of  the 
cares  and  incumbrances  of  this  world* 


gtf  But  if  any 

man  think  that  he 

khav^h  himfdf 
uncomely  tovnd 
his  virgin*  if  (he 
pafe  the  Bower  of 
her  age,  and  need 
fa  require,  let 
him  do  what  he 
will,  he  finneih 
not :  let  them 
marry. 


37  Neverthdcft, 
he  that  ftandeth 
fledfafl  lo  his 

heart 


3 6  But  if  any  parent  (and  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  a 
guardian)  apprehends  that  he  does  not  duly  confuk  the 
advantage  and  reputation  of  his  virgin  daughter,  or  does 
not  treat  her  in  a  becoming  manner,  by  retraining  her 
from  marriage,  after  (he  has  di  [covered  inclinations  to 
it,  and  is  arrived  at  the  age,  beyond  which  it  is  com¬ 
monly  thought  a  reproach  to  remain  Gngle  *;  or  if  any 
batch  dor,  who  is  at  bis  own  difpofal,  thinks  that  he 
has  put  too  great  a  force  upon  his  own  temper,  and  dis¬ 
graces  himfelf,  by  continuing  in  a  ft  ate  of  celibacy,  af¬ 
ter  he  has  patted  the  ufual  reputable  time  for  marrying;* 
and  if,  in  either  of  thefe  cafes,  the  parent,  or  the  (ingle 
perfon  who  has  the  difpofal  of  hhnfelf,  be  under  a  con¬ 
viction  of  duty  about  a  change  of  condition,  which  ever 
way  either  of  them  thereupon  takes,  according  to  what 
he  deliberately  concludes,  upon  the  whole,  may  bebeft, 
he  is  guilty  of  no  fm  agaioft  God,  who  has  left  this  mat¬ 
ter  to  be  determined  by  ctrcumftanccs :  Accordingly  a 
father  may  lawfully  confent  to  the  marriage  of  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  when  he  fees  it  needful;  and  a  young  man,  who  is 
his  own  matter,  may  lawfully  take  to  himfelf  a  wife. 

37  Nevcrthekfs,  whoever  he  be,  that  is  fixed  in  the 
purpofe  of  his  heart,  not  to  encourage  his  daughter's 
marrying,  especially  in  tbefc  days  of  great  tribulation, 

and 


NO 

*  Tn  paraph rafiog  this  and  the  two  next 
1  have  included  a  regard  to  Mr 
Locke's  and  Dr  Wbithfs  ienft  of  the  words, 
trail  Hated  bit  virgin,  (tw  vraphw*  ncvrv*  and 

wr*  xy*  w  f niffy  r^Qiioi  aflij;nifpo|  bit 

or  flats  of  celibacy  ;  and  Hie  Doc¬ 
tor  tell*  us  from  Pbavorhusr  that  he  ir  m/- 
W.  c  wg in,  -who  f reefy  gjim  up  Umfetf  to 
fir  Lord,  reaou nritig  mairimon \yt  and  prefer- 
ring  a  hfrfprnt  in  efttsioeaej,  Accordingly, 
*/Jw  fafi.  the  fewer  of  her  age,  tray  be  ren¬ 
dered*  that  iSj  the  flaw  of  virginity  or 
©f  celibacy,  he  ever  agcd3  (icrr  *  ) 

referring  ro  the  opinion  of  the  Jtuif,  and 
other  civilized  n  it  tons  in  thoft  days,  as 
though  it  were  a  reproach  Jar  a  man  or  wo¬ 
man  to  continue  tingle  beyond  a  certain 
renn  of  years  r  to  what  an  extravagant 
height  the  Jnni  earned  this  point,  lee  Urn- 
verf  Hip,  vol.  L  pag*  Note  L.  And 
fr  the  verb,  or  as  the  Akxan* 

Jria*y  Ciarrwjit,  and  other  copies  read  H, 

which  is  rendered,  fa  that  nvrt 
her  in  marriage^  (ver.  jS*)  will  fignify  he 
that  marries.  Theft  conftnftions  bed  c*m- 
po*  with  wb*t  is  faid  sbout  hit fending  jM- 


T  E* 

fa  ft  in  hit  heart,  and  having  fewer  ever  lit 

ewmtfilly  and  having  no  titajftty,  (vttvjy.j 
which  ftems  mofl  apparently  to  relate  to  the 
perfon  that  Jbonld  marry,  or  tut,  rather 
than  to  aoy  one,  whether  father  or  guardian, 
that  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  the  dupnftl  of 
a  virgin;  finoe  the  neceffity  of  marrying  de¬ 
pends  tn  the  inclination  which  the  CeeU  in 
bcrfclf,  to  delenninc  her,  rather  than  on 
the  father’s  or  guardian’s  judgment  about 
it.  But  then  ic  is,  and  mail  be  owned*  that 
the  words  «re  more  naturally  rendered  &r 
Tnrgia,  as  in  our  tranflaiioD,  than  in  the 
way  which  ihoft  learned  critic*  havtcho- 
fen  ;  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  Tome 
queflions  had  been  ftnt  to  the  apofllc,  about 
what  parents  and  guardians  iboald  do  with 
the  young  women  that  were  under  their 
care :  and  therefore  1  have  taken  both  ftrrfrs 
into  tbt  paraph  raft ;  it  being  extremely  dif¬ 
ficult  to  &y  which  of  them  may  bt  molt  a* 
jgneeahle  ei>  the  apoftbe's  meaning*  For  die 

Itrfl  of  theft  interpretations,  the  reader  may 
consult  Mr  Loci*  and  Dr  tFkilby ;  and  fre 
the  ftctrnj,  £artits:  Jfrrr,  Cretins,  *A 
other*,. 
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Kf*o,  having  no  an(j  finds  by  her  temper  and  behaviour,  that,  on  her 
roxffitf,  b«  there  is  no  uecefficy  for  it,  but  that  he  is  fully  at 

i.ismvo  will,  and  liberty  to  act  according  to  his  own  will  about  it,  with- 
J*«h  £>  decreed  ia  out  any  danger  to  her,  and  therefore  perfifts  in  his  re> 

wilikeep  hi* vir-  f°JQt*on  °f  keeping  her  fmgle ;  that  man  is  to  be  com- 
tin,  dutVi  well,  mended  for  bis  prudent  care  and  management  of  her. 

So  likewife  the  Batchelor,  who,  being  pretty  far  advan¬ 
ced  in  life,  has  ftedfaftly  rdblved  in  his  own  mind,  that 
he  will  not  marry,  and  is  under  no  necefiicy  from  over¬ 
bearing  inclinations,  or  other  circum  (lances,  to  alter 
his  condition,  but  can  matter  his  affedions,  and  there¬ 
fore  abides  by  his  retblution  to  keep  tingle;  this  man 
doth  what  is  raoft  advifable  and  commendable,  confi¬ 
de  ring  how  much  difficulty  and  danger,  in  tbefe  per¬ 
fecting  times,  he  might  other  wife  ex  pole  himfeif  to. 

38  So  then,  he  38  So  then,  the  fum  of  what  I  fay  with  refpett  to 

that  |iir«h  her m  fuch  pet  fun  3  is  this,  the  father  who,  as  occaGoos  re- 

invrmge  doth  .  r  ■  ...  . 

vd) :  b«  he  thu  quire,  gives  his  daughter  in  marriage,  with  her  own 
siT«h  her  not  in  free  choice  and  full  content  and  liking,  afts  a  lawful, 

Cctter*8*  d°lh  w^e*  and  becoming  part ;  but  he  who,  ’when  there  is 

no  necefEty  on  her  fldc,\  refrains  from  difpofing  of  her 

in  marriage,  ftill  better  confults  her  comfort  and  ad¬ 
vantage,  both  for  this  world  and  the  next;  And  the 
batchelor,  who  finds  it  needful  for  him  to  enter  into  the 
ftate  of  wedlock,  ads  very  prudently  in  fo  doing;  hut 
he  that  can  be  well  fatisfied  to  continue  fingle,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  doth  fo,  dill  better  provides  again (l  incanve- 
niencies  and  troubles  in  thefe  differing  days,  and  for 
his  own  eafe,  and  liberty  of  ferving  God  to  great  ad¬ 


^  5  The  wife  is 

bound  bv  fcheliiv 

M 

js  Ion  was  her  hus¬ 
band  Tirerh  :  blit 
if  her  linsband  be 
dead,  the  is  at  li¬ 
berty  ht  mar* 
l  ied  to  whom  flic 

urli ;  qo]j  in  the 
l-oni* 


vantage* 

39  Finally  as  to  a  woman  that  has  been  marrfed  *f 
it  may  eafily  be  gathered  from  what  has  been  already 
(aid,  ( vtr -  io*™I4.)  that  (he,  in  Head  of  wanting  to  be 
relcafed  from  her  hulband,  on  account  of  the  prefent 
difficult  Hate  of  the  church,  fttould  confider  herfelf  as 
hound,  by  the  law  of  God  and  nature,  to  cleave  to  him, 
till  death  partfi  them ;  unlefs  he  voluntarily  and  refo- 
iutely  leave  her*  {ver*  15,)  or  be  guilty  of  adultery: 
(Maitb  v.  32.}  But  if  it  pleafe  God  that  he  die  it 
is  then*  in  itfclf,  a  lawful  riling  for  her  to  marry  fome 
other  man ;  only  Ibe  being  a  chriitian  ttiould  remember* 
that  it  ought  to  be  to  none,  but  a  man,  who  alfo  makes 
a  credible  profeflion  of  Child*  as  a  believer  in  union 
with  him,  that  they  may  have  the  approbation,  pre- 
fence,  and  bldling  of  Godin  their  conjugal  relation  5 
may  help  one  another  forward,  as  heirs  together  of  the 

grace 


NOTE* 

*  Thu  feems  to  be  ia  anfWcr  to  fota«  qoilliuu,  that  bad  b«n  flr.t  to  the  apotUa 
-bant  widows, 
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40  Bnt  Hie  U 
hippier  if  (he  £0 
abide*  after  my 
judgment ;  and  I 
think  alfo  thit  T 
have  the  spirit  of 
God. 


grace  of  lifc%  (r  Pet,  Hi*  7.)  in  their  way  to  heaven* 
may  carry  on  the  worftiip  of  God  with  Tweet  harmony 
in  their  family;  and  may  heartily  unite  in  training  up 
thofc  that  are  under  their  care*  whether  children  orfer* 
vams,  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord .  (Eph* 
vi; 

40,  But,  according  ro  my  judgment,  it  is  ordinarily 
mo  ft  ddirable  in  thefc  evil  days,  and  beft  on  religious 
account?,  (ver*  35,)  for  the  widow  never  to  alter  her 
condition  by  marrying  again,  without  fome  prefling  ne* 
ceflity  fork:  And  I,  who  well  know  when  lam,  or 
am  not,  under  djvint  i  trip!  ration*  do  declare,  that  *, 
whatever  your  new  teachers  may  fuggeft  to  the  contra¬ 
ry,  (chap,  ix.  1,  2,  3*  and  2  Con  x*  to,  and  xiii.  3.}  I 
account  royftlf  to  have  the  mind  of  God,  in  this  and  all 
the  fbreraentioned  cafes,  as  being  under  the  fpedal  di- 
reftionof  bis  fpir it  about  them,  (Sec  the  note  on  vtr.  10.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


How  fatisfied  fhould  Chriftf.ins  be;  and  vnth  what  care  ard  conrciencc  Jhnuld 
they  behave,  m  every  relation  of  life,  in  which  Gt>d  found  them,  when  he  called 
them  by  his  giacr,  whether  they  were  matters  or  fervants,  in  a  GnpJe  or  married 
ftate  f  though  the  believing  frrvattt  Ihcmkl  thankfully  embrace  civil  freedom,  if 
providence  favour  him  with  a  fa:r  opportunity  for  it;  yet  liow  little  rcafon  has  he 
to  be  dejected*  or  to  envy  his  matter ;  or  the  believing  matter,  to  riefpife  his  fer- 
vant ;  fince  they  both  are  equally  the  free  men  aiul  (ervants  of  Chrift,  and  are 
bought  with  his  precious  blood,  that  neither  of  them  may  be  thefcrvantsofmeta, 
in  violation  of  their  fuperiur  oblations  to  him  :  as  to  Angle  people  of  both  (exes, 
bow  happy  may  they  think  them  (lives  in  their  liberty  and  leifuve  of  the  Jerries  of 
God*  and  in  their  freedomfrom  the  cares  and  incumbranres  of  this  world,  and  from 
the  additional  trouble  of  having  a  family  to  fuflfer  with  them  in  perilous  times  !  It 
is  therefore  tnolt  prudent  for  them,  at  lueh  feafrns,  rd  to  marry,  if  they  can  be 
as  well  contented,  and  mainrnitj  a  becoming  chattily  without  it-  But  as  marriage 
is  lawful  and  honourable, and  has  its  peculiar  advantages  and  comforts,  and  is  an 
appointed  remedy  againtt  fornication,  m>  parents  ought  abfnlutely  to  rettrain 
their  children  of  due  age.  From  it ;  and  none  ought  to  lay  themfelves  under  the 
fnarc  of  a  vow  of  perpetual  celibacy  If  any  Angle  perfons,  that  arc  at  their  own 
cHfpofal,  o'  otherwife  have  the  content  of  their  parents,  or  guardians,  (hall,  upon 
mature  deliberation,  as  111  the  fear  of  God,  think  it  moil  expedient  to  change 
their  ftatc  for  once*  or  oftner,  if  need  require,  thev  may  do  it  without  fin  :  llvt 
what  care  lliould  believers  take,  that  it  bt  cmly  with  fnch,  as  make  a  credible  pro- 
feflion  of  faith*  and  only  with  one  perHun  at  once  1  and  bow  fhould  they  ttudy  and 

labour 


NOTE, 


*  As  the  spoflle  was  b  well  acquainted 
with  God  *$  way  of  revealing  hkintndand 
will  to  him,  by  the  fpirit,  he  mutt  need? 
hare  known  wherein  be  was,  or  was  not  in* 
fpirctl  ;  oihcnviJc  there  wnald  h<*  the  greyed 
unernabty,  as  to  hh  aad  our  tlrpen*- 
denee  on  what  he  wrote:  but  it  can't  be 
fuppofnj  that  he  would  imimitc  aay  thing, 

that  looked  like  the  Uaft  doubt  m  himfeif, 
whether  he  were  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Spirit,  in  his  (kaftans  of  tiib  pm  to  him ; 
tinccOm  would  have  beta  tn  have  gtwn  his 
iUvcrkrics  the  gieautt  advantage  again!! 


whiSfl  he  was  labouring,  all  along*  tnafiert 
Ms  apt)  AM  irk  authority,  in  oppofiiiiui  to 
them ;  and  ihcreforc  when  he  fay?,  I  tfimc 
( thai  I  ho  vt  tbt  Sptrii  of  Gcdr  he  «  to 
be  underlin'd,  31  fpeskinz,  not  with  hefita* 
cion,  but  with  iruire  confidence;  in  which 

fcnfe  :hf?  word  litre  u fed  is  fometimes  tu  be 
taken,  as  in  Luke  kvih .  p*  dflj  a?,  ,  iS 

and  jcivi.  £.  And  he  herein  teems  to  reicr, 
not  merely  to  the  Juft  mentioned  Cifc;  lat 
to  all  that  lie  h^d  been  laying,  by  way  «f 
addition  to  what  our  Lord  himfelf  had  fit- 
tied  in  his  petJb&al  miuiflry*. 
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labour,  by  divine  grace,  to  live  together  witfr  coqjogal  aftcftion,  fidelity  and 
peace;  to  plcafe  one  another,  and  promote  each  others  falvation;  and  to  do  e- 
eery  thing  they  can,  with  a  good  Conference,  for  preventing  a  reparation  between 
them  !  If  indeed  (as  often  was  the  cafe  in  the  apoftles  days,  when  the  hufband 
or  wife  was  converted  after  marriage)  one  of  them  is  an  unbeliever,  and  will  be 
actually  divorced  from  the  other,  merely  for  being  a  Chriflian,  that  other  is  not 
ftitl  bound  hy  the  marriage  contract,  which  the  parting  period  has  broke,  and 
obftinatdy  refutes  to  abide  by;  but  if  the  believer  can  prevail  with  the  unhd:ever 
to  continue  their  cohabitation,  this  is  moft  dffireable ;  For  how  doth  the  believing 
party  know,  whether  God  may  not  make  him,  or  her,  mftrumental  to  the  con- 
verltonof  the  other  confort  i*  bowtr,  in  cate  only  one  of  them  be  a  believer, 
and  it  pleafe  God  to  blcfs  them  with  children*  what  a  comfort  is  it  to  think,  that 
the  uottcliemg  mate  is  fo  far  ian&ified  in  and  by  tbe  believing  one,  as  to  pnderve 
the  covenant  entail  of  privileges  to  their  offspring,  that  they  may  be  accounted, 
treated,  and  devoted  to  God,  as  an  holy  feed;  though  bnptifm  he  of  no  more  a- 
tail  now,  than  drcumcifion  was  of  old  >  without  a  oew  creature!  Rut  .after  all,  what 
a  high  point  of  wifdom  is  it,  for  every  one  to  choofe  fuch  a  condition  of  life,  and 
order  his  affairs  in  fuch  a  maimer,  to  be  thinks  may,  by  the  blcfEug  of  God.  be 
moft  likely  to  admit  of  the  belt  helps,  and  the  leaft  hindrances,  to  folemn  fa  (ting 
and  prayer,  on  proper  occafions;  to  doing  ihofc  things  that  are  molt  pleating  to 
God;  and  to  attending  on  tbe  Lord  without  diftradions  !  For  whatever  the  Ra- 
lion  be,  which  the  providence  of  God  has  diftributtd  to  us,  we  ought  continually 
to  bear  in  mind,  that  our  lives  the  mfelves  are  very  fliort  and  tranlitory.  and  ail 
things  here  exceeding  precarious,  like*  fhadow  that  flics  away.  And  how  fnoutd 
this  thought  wean  our  hearts  from  the  preftnt  world,  that,  whether  we  be  in 
comfortable  or  afflided  circumftanees,  we  may  indulge  to  no  exccfs,  cither  in  our 
joya  or  griefs,  on  their  account;  and  may  ufe  all  the  accommodations  of  this  life, 
without  any  ahufing  them  !  To  conclude,  how  ihould  a  nnfe  of  divine  authority 
bind  all  this  upon  our  conferences ;  fince  it  is  recommended  to  us  by  a  faithful, 
benevolent*  and  in!  pi  red  apoltte,  who  wilhed  others  might  be  as  happy  as  him- 
feif,  and  gave  bis  directions  about  it,  under  tbe  unerring  conduct  of  the  fpirlt  of 
God  l 


e  .  v 


X 


H 


CHAP*  VIU. 

The  apcjlk ,  in  an  fiver  to  another  propofid  cafe,  about  meats  offered  to 
idols,  Jbews  the  danger  of  peoples  having  a  high  conceit  of  their  own. 
knowledge,  l, — 3-  The  vanity  of  idols ,  and  the  unity  of  the  God* 
head,  in  oppofithn  U  a  mult  ip  Hetty  of  Gods,  4, — 7,  And  the  miff 
chief  of  offending  -weak  brethren *  by  eating  things  offered  to  idols 9 
even  fuppofing  that%  m  the  civil  view,  it  might  be  lawful,  8,-13. 


Text,  PaU  APHKASE* 

N?*\“ toudl;  XTOW  tc>  proceed  to  your  queries  about  fenftinir  upon 
iag  mS^  XN  fuch  things,  as  have  been  dedicated  to  falie  Gods  *% 

which 


NOTE. 

•ft  ™  cuftomary  among  ?egsn  idolaters  thus  dhpdVl  of  was  often  £>1d  hi  the  mar- 
fo  offer  oxen,  fheep,  and.  other  animals,  krt,  Chap*  x,  i>.  (Vide  Sptnctr  de  Hit. 
that  TBtre  fit  for  food,  in  ikeri See  to  their  llchr*  p.  500,  1,  nod  Jiwicu'i  Hift,  Oft- 

godi.  Pan  of  theft  fa cnfio«  were  confom-  des  Dogities  &  de*  Cuhci,  Part,  jii, 
ed  on  the  altar,  and  the  remainder  was  di*  Chip*  x-  mid  Part  iv,  Chap,  ki.)  Uow,  a* 
vuttd,  in  various  flurc*,  between  the  rridl  appears  from  w.*,  i0i  fame  of  the  Csrh- 
and  the  ciFerers,  who  fitted  on  them,  aiul  /Awnt  pleaded,  that,  fin«  (in  MdU  ncthing, 
invited  their  friend*  t«  the  entertainment,  it  Could  not  defile  the  cnc$t?  which  were  offer- 
fmneUmci  in  the  t£xxpi£7  at  other*  ed  to  u  j  and  that  th-zrcf.trc  it  itas  n*c  un- 
in  their  own  bwifrii  ;  «id  what  was  not  lawful,  but  rathci  JhcneJ  a  ooiiiemm  of  the 
Voi*  3V^  |  F  imaei* 


it 


fered  unto  i<fols 

U't  kwiur  that  wc 
nil  hire  know- 
led;;;'.  knowledge 
pufkih  lip,  but 

chmi  tv 


The  Fir/1  Epi/lU  U  the  CobintKiaks  para 


T"m  — - 


i  And  if  any 
man  thin l.  tint  he 
Lnoweth  any 
thing,  he  know- 
erfo  nothin «yct« 
ho  ought  c<>  know. 


3  But  if  any 
man  love  God, 
the  fimc  15  k  nown 
of  hire. 


4  A*  rrmttrn" 
i«g  therefore  ilic 
caring  of  rhoie 
things  that  are  of¬ 
fered  in  lacrifice 
aula  idols*  we 

lino  iv 


T 

which  feme  fuppofe  they  may  lawfully  do, without  any 
manner  of  Temple,  becaufe  they  know  an  idol  is  nothing : 
(ver*  4.)  h  is  allowed  that  the  generality  of  us,  Chriftiaus, 
have  fume  notion  of  the  vanity  of  idols  ;  nor  is  it  denied* 
but  that  you,  who  boaft  fo  much  of  your  knowledge, 
are  enJightned'in  thispoinr,  which  all  of  us,  the  apoftlcs 
of  Cbrift,  are  fo  clearly  and  fully  allured  of,  as  any  of 
you  can  be  f  :  but  if  feme  hereupon  imagine,  that  there 
is  no  harm,  in  any  circamttauLtes,  or  on  any  account 
whatsoever,  in  eating  what  has  been  offered  uptothofe 
fictitious  deities ;  let  fuch  remember,  for  their  caution, 
that  mere  notions  in  the  head,  and  a  fond  conceit  of  their 
own  fuperior  under  Handing,  puff  up  the  pride  of  their 
hearts,  and  indifpofe  them  to  receive  further  inftruction, 
or  to  condefcend  to  others  of  lower  attainments :  but  true 
love  to  God,  and  to  our  brethren  for  his  fake,  makes 
our  knowledge  practical,  and  engages  us  to  ufe,  and 
improve  it,  for  the  promoting  of  holinefs,  peace,  and 
comfort  in  others,  as  \vell  as  in  our  own  feubt 

2  And  if  one  be  opinionated  of  Ills  own  knowledge, 
as  though  he  were  wiier  than  others,  and  fo  defpifes 
them,  and  is  above  either  attending  to  their  femiments, 
or  confulting  their  edification,  he  does  not  know  any 
thing,  as  yet,  in  fuch- an  humble  and  beneficial  man¬ 
ner,  and  to  fuch  fpiritual  purpofes  and  advantages,  as 
he  ought  roknow  it,  and  as  is  pleat ng  in  the  fight  of 
Gcxi;  he  really  is  a  vain  bo  after,  and  deceives  himfeif* 
{GnL  vi*  3.) 

3  But  if  anyone  heartily  loves  God,  and  from  that 
principle  is  influenced  to  makefuch  ufe  of  his  knowledge, 
as  maybe  moft  to  the  divine  glory,  and  the  welfare  of  his 
Chrittian  brethren;  that  man  is  approved  and  owned 
of  God,  a?  a  fine  ere  believer,  whom  he  loves,  and  who 
employs  his  talents  for  his  Matters  fervice* 

4  As  to  your  tjueftion  then  about  the  lawfulaefs  of 
caring  things,  which  have  heen  offered  as  facrificcs, 
and  fo  conJecrated  to  idols ;  we,  who  are  throughly  in* 
Articled  in  the  nature  and  defign  of  chriftian  liberty, 


are 


imaginary  God,  to  tat  of \hm  in  (lie  Ifoa- 
tiiirn  w  well  a*  in  the  privare  fami¬ 

lies  of  fheir  friends,  or  when  they  had  heen 
ibid  in  die  market :  but.  as  ihcy  carried  that 
matter  t**o  far,  ihc  apoftfa*  in  this  chapter* 
A’ts  himjclf  lo  oppolb  fuch^o  mwiurilcd  tile 
Of  their  litany  ihriein,  as,  even  though  flip" 
to  he  lawful  in  itfeif,  would  he  injuri¬ 
ous  and  fniflcading  to  others*  who  euuid  not 
cUfliuguhta  a*  they  ifcomfclres  might,  be¬ 
tween  a  civil  and.  a  rcneraiiou  of  the 
idbl,  as  in  ay  bt  £3ihtr£d  from  wr.  7, — n* 


MOTES. 


And  lie  more  fully  [fates  the  point  itGJf, 
and  flievrs  how  far  it  wa.1,  or  was  not  lawful, 
in  Chap*  x.  ip.  tf, 

f  Wt  aH  taken  in  cither  of  thr 

ways  put  in  the  paraph raft*  may  very  well 
comport  with  the  apoltlc1*  as  well  a* 

with  the  rclfai^Uve  fenfc,  in  which  the  ferip- 
tune  often  ufa  the  term  aii  ;  and  flings 
dear  of  any  iim>tid(iency  with  his  faying 
vfr*  7.  Tier*  if  net  In  <vm  mu*  ih&i 


Cl).  vuL  The  Firjt  EpifiU  to  tie  CosinthiAns  paraphrafed ,  fj 


k  no  v  that  An  idol 
is  nothin?  in  the 
vortd,  and  tlut 
there  b  none  o- 
thci  Cod  but  one. 


$  For  thoagh 
there  be  that  arc 
called  god i,  whe¬ 
ther  Ln  heaven  ot 
in  earth ;  (as 
three  be  god^ma- 
ry,  an  d  fortUma- 

ryO 


4  Bat  to  us 
there  is  but  cue 
God*  the  Father, 
of  whom  are  all 
things,  and  we 
in  liioi,  and  one 
I,ordJef«Chrft, 
Lf  whom  arc  all 
things,  ted  itfe 

by  him* 


are  well  fatisGed,  that  the  gods  of  the  heathen  nations, 
and  the  images  which  reprefem  them,  are  all  lying  va¬ 
nities  *  merely  nominal  gods,  which  have  no  divinity, 
no  virtue,  or  power  in  them,  and  can  do  nothing  to 
change  the  nature  of  meats,  or  make  them  either  better, 
or  warfe  in  themfelves  $  and  that  there  is  only  one  living 
and  true  God,  in  oppoGtion  to  all  that  by  nature  arena 
Gods*  (Gal,  ir*  8.) 

5,  For  though,  among  the  Pagan  idolaters,  there  be 
great  multitudes  that  arefalfdy  tfteemedand  called  Cods 
and  many  ohjefks  of  their  worfhip,  fome  of  which  are 
their  celeftial,  and  others  their  teireftria!  deities,  as  in 
their  theology  they  have  many  fiipenor  gods,  and 
many  daemons,  who  in  their  account  are  gods  of  a 
lower  rank,  and  a  fort  of  mediators,  by  whom  they 
make  their  addreiles  to  their  imagined  divine  powers 
of  the  higher  order  ; 

6.  Yet  in  reality,  and  iu  our  eftcem  who  believe, 

there  is,  in  oppoGtion  to  all  heathen  deities  *,  but  one 
true  God  or  one  Divine  Being,  that  is  the  object  of  re-* 
ligious  wot  (hip,  and,  in  one  manner  of  fubfiftence 
and  operation,  is  by  gofpel  revelation  reprefWited  un* 
tier  the  perfonal  character  of  the  Father  ;  from  whom, 
(-*v)  as  the  fir  ft  Mover,  all  things  in  creation,  provi* 
deuce,  and  grace,  originally  proceed,  {Rom.  xi,  36*) 
and  in  whom  we  livey  and  move ,  and  have  our  beings  i 
(AOs  xvii.  28-)  And  to  us  there  is  but  one  Lord,  even 
jefus  Chrift,  who  is  not,  like  the  nominal  daemons  of 
the  heathen,  another  god,  different  from  the  Father, 
or  inferior  in  eGence  10  him,  but  is,  in  another  manner 
of  fubfiftence  and  operation,  by  nature  God,  and  a  di¬ 
vine  perfonj  by  whom  as  well  as  for  whom  nil  things 
wen  created ,  and  in  whom  all  things  covfji  ; 


NOTES* 


%  Oist  thd  it  exetofive,  not  rd  the  wx 
7,>rd,  as  though  ht  Were  an  irfltrior  Dcby* 
l  nt  only  of  I  fa  to  which  tfa  one  ii&l  is 

oppclcd  ;  to  ihink  othcruife  would  be  ta 
deftroy  the  a  po  flic's  own  at  foment  for  ifa 
VrApt  of  God,  and  make  him  talk  as  inavti- 
hdciitlj,  as  if  he  wool d  prove,  that  f/jurv  if 
j twe  tt/tcr  God  fat  ojs£,  beceult,  inflead  «t 
jl'jjjV'p  there  arc  only  t\v9w  otic  fuprenee 
the  oilier  fiiboidiuaic  ;  and  then  uouLl  give 
fuch  a  rtaiun  of  this,  as  overturns  the  <1:1- 
th-ftion  idelf,  by  adding  that  ail  thfij*  thm;?, 
'uhich  are  of  tfa  b'&far ,  ue  in  their  utoofl 
totbadc  fa  tfa  ns  ojic  in  *■ ■■relation  with 
l-tin*  juft  as  *u|kvf  timti,  I'i"«r.rkirig  of  ihr 
l  -i;hcr,  all  (Mi'S!*  arc  f:iid  !■>  he  ri?  wm.  {-ti1 

M  Cl*  K 

Rom*  3*,  3$*  Sftvil  Wr). 
!i,  rc.  In  the  fir  it  of  thtJc  jJ^ccs.  the  ra¬ 
ter  is  fly  led  tfa  urkhuu;  ibi* 


Col*  i*  16*  57- 

article,  a5  Chrifl  is  here;  h;it  hr'ti'f  *JirC 
way  of  arguing,  that  cv/iHdrs  the  Lord  Je- 
(in  Chrifi  from  btin£  t/jf,  the  Father  wild 
he  excluded  from  beii.g  Lsr i :  Or  if,  -  *  Mr 
yojcph  Alcsc  {V.jh  i.  pjfg-.  318*) 

the  jpoillc  here  aIUiJcs  w  tlic  civfloin  of  tire 
Ik^theiia,  who  u'oiMiinpe<l  one  or  more  A- 
veftign  Dcirfcs,  hy  inferior  Djemoijs,  u-hic!i 
are  c«ulrri  or  L^rJs*  thr:»  what  a* 

laid  of  tbc  «;;e  L,t\i  J*,As  &n?t  imy  be 
conridered,  urn  fo 

vhit  liu  u  in  Wa,  nature,  atf  tfr  bU 

tlf'i.r  of  mediation  with  t.Jnd  (he  J-VJicr  ; 
white  he  htmltif  \>  flykd  Lwd*  .,rd  the  verv 
fame  uork*  AiC  jfhibtJ  to  himT  L±Xut\.£ 
P^tSvcr,  lo  ihov  what  a  M:4iJtnr  h* 

is*  as  been  rifprcfcnlcd  morf  at  Itf'i;;  in 
my  fermo^i  0:1  y^jla  Cb/ji  Gxi  JiIj.,',  ^  -g- 

if  * 


<4  ftrji  EpiJlU  to  the  CoaiNTHf  ans  paraphrafid.  Ch.  viii. 


t  Hottbclt, 
there  is  wot  in  o- 
fciy  mab  that 

'fcnoviedgf :  for 
(omt,  «ith  Cfiis- 
HacDcc  of  the 
unto  this  hour, 
eat  it  as  a  thing 
offered  umo  an  i- 
dol  ;  and  their 
cunitttucc  being 
weak  is  defikd' 


ft  Bo:  mrat 
tonnTiertikih  us 
not  to  Gwl :  for 
neither  if  we  eat, 
are  we  the  hetrer; 

neither  if  we  m 
not,  are  we  the 
wor  i. 


p  But  tn kr  heed 
Ml  by  ai^y  menus 
t;:i*  Jiherty  of 
yours  become  a 

-  hhiek 
to  them  that  arc 
tv  cat* 


to  Tor  tf  any 
man  fie  thee 

which  hiftknow* 

iedge  ■ 


Col.  i.  \6.  17.)  by  whom  likewife,a  confidered  un¬ 
der  the  notion  of  mediator,  all  fpiritual  bleflings  are 
communicated  from  God  the  Father,  and  all  our  reli¬ 
gious  add  re  Ills  are  made  to  him,  and  are  accepted  of 
him,  together  with  our  perfons,  in  and  through  this 
our  great  high  prielt  and  advocate,  (Eph.  i.  3,  6.  and 
ii.  18,  and  Heb.  xii.  15.) 

7,  Neverthelefj,  every  one  (fee  -the  fecond  note  on 
ver.  1.}  ha9  not  a  clear  and  rftftintt  knowledge  of  the 
nullity  of  heathen  gods :  (ver.  4.}  For  fome  of  the.new 
converts  from  grofs  CentUifmt  retaining  too  much  of  a 
fecret  veneration  for  their  former  idols,  do  ftill  to  this 
very  day,  after  ail  their  proUlBons  of  ChrilHanity,  cat 
of  thofe  meats  which  are  offered  to  them,  not  merely 
as  common  food,  but  as  therein  paying  jbme  fort  of 
honour  to  them,  as  though  there  really  were  fomething 
of  divinity  in  them  ;  and  their  conferences,  not  being 
yet  fully  inftru&ed  into  the  pure  do&rine  of  the  gofpel, 
but  continuing  under  remaining  darknefs  and  error  in 
thofe  points,  are  fadly  defiled  with  the  guilt  of  idolatry, 
(Chap,  v.  11.) 

8.  But  if  others  could  fafdy  eat  of  thofe  things  with, 
a  contempt  of  the  idol,  (fee  the  firft  note  on  ver.  1.) 
they  fliould  notwitbftanding  con  filler,  that  food  of  any 
kind  what  foe  ver,  is  no  recommendation  of  us  to  the  di¬ 
vine  favour :  for  as  the  kingdom  of  Cod  eonjtfts  not  in 
meats  and  drinks  ;  (Rom.  xiv.  17.)  fo,  if  we  partake 
of  heathen  entertainments,  though  It  be  without  any 
rcfpec.t  to  the  idol,  to  which  they  have  been  devoted, 
it  is  of  no  religious  advantage  to  us  ;  nor  if,  in  point 
of  prudence,  wc  abftain  from  eating  of  fuch  meats,  are 
we  ever  a  whit  the  worfe  Chriftians  on  that  account : 
one  doth  us  no  good;  and  the  other  doth  us  no  harm, 
as  to  our  fpiritual  concerns,  fo  far  as  it  relates  only  to 
ourfdves. 

9  But  what  you  fliould  he  principally  cautious  and 
careful  about  is,  that,  be  your  power  or  right  (*€*"*)  of 
eating  fuch  things  ever  fo  lawful  in  itfelf,  yet  nerer  in¬ 
fill  upon,  or  make  ufe  of  it,  to  the  enfnaring  of  thofe 
that  arc  weak  in  the  faith,  and  unfettled  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  truth  ;  and  to  the  occafioning  of  them  to 
fall  into  fin,  by  their  doing  that  with  a  doubting,  or 
with  a  fupertlitious  mind,  which  ye,  with  your  fupe- 
rior  judgment,  can  do  fafdy,  and  fat isfafl orily  to  your- 
felvee. 

10  For  if  any  fuch  perfon,  who  is  lefs  acquainted 
with  the  doftrine  of  Chrifiian  liberty,  and  of  (be  vani¬ 
ty  of  heathen  deities,  Ihall  fee  you,  who  have  further 

Ugh; 
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ledge  fit  at  meat 
in '  the  idols 

temple,  fltaJ)  not 
the  conscience  of 
him  vbidi  is 
weak  bccmbolde- 
nod  to  cat  thole 
tinner  which  are 
to  idols  i 


it  And  thwf 

thy  bow  ledge 

flu  bro¬ 

ther  perifh,  for 
Fiona  ChiiCi 

*1  f 


light  in  things  of  that  nature,  fitting  in  an  idol's  temple 
to  feaft  upon  meats  that  are  offered  in  facrificc  to  thofc 
imaginary  Gods  *  ;  Will  not  the  confidence  of  him* 
that  is  not  fati&fied  about  the  lawfulnefs  of  it,  and  can¬ 
not  fo  veil  diftinguifh  between  civil  and  religious  afts, 
be  encouraged,  by  your  example,  to  ear  of  fuch  facri- 
fices,  with  the  veneration  of  the  idolitfdf,  which  would 
be  real  idolatry  in  him  ? 

1 1  And  fo,  by  means  of  what  you  are  fuppofed  to 
do  innocently,  wiFW  better  underftandmg,  and  think, 
you  can  jufUy,  on  the  foot  of  Chriftian  liberty,  your 
ignoranr,  doublings  and  mi  ft  a  ken  brother,  will  be  led 
into  (in  and  error,  to  the  deftroying  of  the  peace,  con* 
fidcnce,  and  quiet  of  his  confidence,  and  the  contract 
ting  of  fuch  guilt,  as  in  its  own  nature  tends  to  his  fi- 
nal  perdition;  for  whofe  redemption  and  fai  vatic  n  C  brill 
himfelf  laid  down  his  precious  life,  as  you,  in  the 
judgment  of  charity,  ought  to  believe  he  did  for  ^11* 
that  make  a  credible  profdfion  of  his  name.  (See  the 
note  on  A&fc.  tm  15.) 

*  12  But  while,  in  this  manner,  any  of  you  aft  fo  in- 
juriouffy  again  ft  your  Chriftian  brethren,  and  by  mif* 
leading  them  imo'iinful  and  idolatrous  practices  ( 

T(f)  finite  and  wound,  difturb  and  defile  their  tender  and 
unfadtd  confidences,  ye  fin,  not  againft  them  only, 
but  alfo  againft  Chrift  himfelf,  whofe  vifible  members 
they  are  ;  and  ye  do  what  in  you  lies  to  defeat  the  de~ 
fig li  of  bis  love,  in  what  he  has  fuffered  for  their  con- 
folation  and  falvation. 

13  As  to  myfdlf  therefore,  I  would  be  fo  far  from 
indulging  the  moft  innocent  liberty  to  the  hurt  of  0- 
there,  that  if  eating  of  meat,  which  has  been  offered  to 
idols,  would  difturb  the  confidence  of  my  Chriftian 
brother,  or,  occafion  his  falling  into  fin  $  1  would  in- 
tirely  abftain  from  all  fuch  flefli,  how  lawfully  foever  I 
might  otherwife  eat  of  it,  and  how  grate fu ft y  foever  it 
might  be  to  my  palate  >  and  would  deny  myfdf  fo  far, 
as  never  to  tafte  it  all  the  days  of  my  life,  rather  than 
give  an  occafion  of  ftumbling  and  falling  to  the  weak- 
eft  brother  upon  earth* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  much  better  is  the  knowledge,  that  is  under  the  government  of  love  to 
Gnd  and  our  Chriftian  brethren  fur  hi®  fake,  than  all  the  fine  ft  [peculations  in  the 
woiMi  notions  that  lie  in  the  head,  puff  up  the  heart;  and  he  that  is  fo  conceited 

of 


11  But  when  ye 
tin  fo  ig&hift  the 
brethren,  and 
wound  their  weak 
rorfricrce,  ye  liu 

ajiinft  Chrift, 


TtlTfM- 


Wherefore, 
if  me  it  mike  my 
brother  tn  of* 
fend,  T  will  cat 
do  fleflj  while  the 
woHd  fta  mirth, 
fell  I  make  my 
brotherto  offend. 


N  O 

*  The  apofHe  here  argues  only  on  a  fnp- 
pofitiui],  that  banqueting  on  tuch  meats  in 
yn  idol's  temple  were  es  hivfnl,  as  any  of 
iIk  CcrwtbiMtS  might  apprised  it  to  be; 


T  E. 

Pu:  in  CfaP-  io,  lie  ftews  that  therp 

were  ioni^r  in  tha:  manrcie/ 

doiuvr  it,  which  nude  it  iiutc  othu'wift* 
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his  knowledge,  as  to  think  he  needs  do  more*  and  defpifes  others  of  weaker 
mlcribuitlinjj*  knows  nothing  &  he  ought ;  But  lory  keeps  the  foul  humble  in 
Helf,  is  corKlcfoendirifl  and  benevolent  toothers,  amis  highly  pteafing  to  Gorls 
who  lows  them  that  love  him.-™*  What  vain  idols  are  allfhe  fu  peri  or  and  inferior 
deities  of  the  heathen,  which  have  nc»  divinity  in  them  !  But  O  what  a  lifercy  is 
it  to  he  well  inftnifted  m  the  unity  of  that  God,  of  whom  and  by  whom  are  all 
ihiit.^s.  asindulivc  of  the  Father  and  Son,  who,  though  prrfonally  diftiD^,  arc 
f't.rGed,  and  one  Lord*  in  oppofitionto  all  that  are  not  by  nature  God!  And 
Iioiv  art*  thofc  Cbviltiana  to  be  pitied,  wb ofe  conceptions  of  thefe  important  things 
nrc  cunfufrd  and  unfcttled,  and  who  a£t  with  doubting  confcienccs,  for  want  of 
ckruvr  ientiments  about  them!  But  how  careful  ftiould  thofe  of  a -more  enlight¬ 
ened  judgement  be,  to  avoid  every  thing*  that  might  mi  Head  their  weaker  bre- 
t  hreri,  or  encourage  them  to  venture  on  any  way  of  fin,  that  would  wound  their 
cmfeience^  and  dritruy  their  peace  and  edification,  and  tend  to  their  utter  mu, 
for  whom  thrift  died,  and  who  are  to  be  deemed  fuchby  fheir  profclfion  of  him  ! 
Who,  that  dreads  the  thoughts  of  finning  both  .agai oft  him  and  them,  would  not 
willingly  wave  his  own  liberty  in  things,  which  may  be  done  or  forborn,  without 
making  him  fid  f  either  the  better  or  worfe  in  God’s  account,  and  in  his  fpirituat 
concerns,  rather  than  indulge  the  plcafure  of  eating  any  particular  fort  Of  offenfive 
fomi,  like  meat  con  iterated  to  idols,  or  than  do  any  thing  while  he  lives,  which 
he  thinks  might  prove  a  lnare,or  a  /tumbling  block  to  his  Ciirifiian  brother  f 


CHAP.  E£- 


7 'he  apoflle  vindicates  his  authority  againfi  tbofe*  who*  among  other  prt* 
i  aiccs*  made  his  not  receiving  maintenance  an  objection  againfi  if* 
I,— 3,  Afferts  his  right  to  maintenance  from  the  rcafon  of  things* 
from  the  hivj  of  Mofes ,  and  the  appointment  of  Chrifi ,  4,-1^, 
7W/j  them*  that  he  thought  it  his  glory  to  have  waved  this  branch  if 
his  ChrifHan  liberty  among  them *  15, — 1 8.  And  had  done  it  for 
the  benefit  of  others*  injcvcral  in  fiances  heftdes  this*  19,-23;  And 
Jbcws  that  he  did  all  this ^  with  the  utmqfl  care  hnd  diligence *  in  view 
of  an  incorruptible  crown^  and  therein  Jet  them  an  example ^  24* 


—27. 

Tgxt* 

AM  1  not  an  a* 
poftlc ;  am  I 
W>t  Ifec?  hare  I 

flOt 


Paraphrase. 

VTOW  to  flicw  how  ready  1  am  to  praQife  the  duty 
^  of  felf-denial,  in  the  cxercifc  of  my  Chriftian  li¬ 
berty  j  for  the  good  of  others,  it  is  well  known  that  I 
have  done  this  in  a  remarkable  manner,  for  your  and 
the  goipel'6  fake,  in.  working  with  my  own  hands,  and 
not  taking  the  maintenance,  which  I  might  have  infill¬ 
ed  on  from  you,  when  I  preached  a  year  and  half  at 
Cprinth  ;  (dlls  xviii.  3,  1 1.)  and  yet  fome  among  you 
have  been  fo  perverfe,  as  to  objeft  againfi  this  apofto. 
lick  authority  on  that  account  *«  But  am  I  really  not 


NO 

*  A*  thr.  apnftkr,  in  anfira  to  thoii;  ihat 
cpidtumcd  hU  a:*t!:or:ty,  ver*  3.  infills  fu 
lar^dy  U)  the  next  titcruudirig  verfes,  on  his 
of  rtt£iv?r»g  vnabiOdfliiftcc,  ^nd  then 
on  tu  ihcv  *vi;y  he  had  waved  that  pr> 

it  is  h*;Vx*  l»  contrive  with  wfctt 


T  E  S. 

propriety  ttat  could  he  called  a  defence  of 
hi*  apofioUck  character  their  cavil*, 

li niffs  they  had  fouuded  th*nn,  in  pul  di 

kail,  ujK>n  his  not  having  afiqted  die 
rights,  prmlcd&cs,  and  pow  ers  of  an  apo- 
/Ua,  ai  other*  had  done,  in  tkuandtny  iiitf 

™  M 


jcccivin  / 

V 


Cl*,  it. 
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"k a  *rue  -^P°^e  °f  Chrift,  becaufe  I  have  afled  fo  difin- 
'm  n^yotTniy  1  welted  and  generous  a  part  toward  you?  This  fhouid 
wark  in tht x^ord’  rather  have  recommended,  than  lefft-ned  my  Character 

■  .  ,  J 

among  you*  Am  1  not  as  free  from  obligations  to  give 
my  labours  grdiij  to  any  people,  anti  as  much  at  liber¬ 
ty,  if  I  pleated,  to  claim  a  fubfiftence,  at  their  eofl,  m 
preaching  the  gofpel  to  them,  as  any  other  apoftlc  ? 
'Tis  furely  uorcafonable  and  ungrateful  to  fuppufe  the 
contrary,  only  becaufe  I  have  not  infilled  upoti  this 
right*  And  as  to  the  Ggns  of  mine  Apoflldhip,  have 
I  not  feen  Jtfus  cur  only  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  that  in 
an  extraordinary  and  miraculous  manner,  nut  only  af¬ 
ter  his  refurredlton,  but  even  after  his  afcenfii>n  ro  hea¬ 
ven  t  ?  He  certainly  appeared  in  perfon  from  thence, 
ro  give  me  my  commilliun,  and  an  immediate  rcvela* 
of  the  gofpel,  which  I  preach-  {Chap,  xv.  8.  and  rf£ts 
xxii.  17,  18*  and  GaL  i*  72.)  Ami  are  not  ye,  the 
church  at  Cvrinih}  who  are  converted  by  my  mlniftry, 
( chap *  iii.  y,  _6.  and  j4SJ:  xviii.  t — 11.}  evident  tn~ 
fiances  of  it*s  efficacy,  through  the  power  and  grace  of 
the  Lord  Jefus,  who,  by  that  means  has  wrought  a  hap¬ 
py  change  upon  you,  and  produced  thofe  excellent  gifts 
as  well  as  graces  that  ye  arc  enriched  with. 

1  Tf  I  tenot  2  tf  there  be  any  others,  and  particularly  any  adver- 

faries(  that  are  rifen  up  among  you,  on  whom  my  la- 
Lal  am'to  yin;  boors  have  not  been  fuccefsful,  and  who  therefore  will 

for  not  own  me  to  be  an  apoflle  of  Chrift  \  yes  undoubtedly 
I  amone^n  an  eminent  manner,  to  you  j  and,  what* 
ever  they  malicioufly  objc£t  again  ft  me,  ye  of  all  others, 
ought  cbcarfully  to  own  my  divine  miffion  :  For  your 
converfiou  is  a  confirming  teftiroony,  like  a  fealcd  war¬ 
rant 


NOT 

reca  vin  V  fech  mai  ntenanec  f rom  t  he  cli  u  r  ehes , 
a*  sras  due  to  that  office;  arul  without  fcp- 
pofing  this,  nlKit  he  oiicrs  in  the  hrft  and 

{croud  verfes,  to  fup|K>rt  his  coiaivi:fTicjiit 
to  he  brought  in  very  abruptly,  uith- 
rui  any  manner  of  eonneitfon  with 
-*hat  £w.s  before*  or  folio  v%  after  it. 
almiuiug-  that  their  letter  had  lu*geftal»  is 
ihoitrh  fouiethiii|T  of  this  kind  bad  been  ob¬ 
jected  afliinit  him,  the  propriety  of  the 
vholc  Hands  in  a  fair  light,  ami  in  food 
cooneflwMi  Vh  1 1 *x  iic  IvmI 

at  the  elofc  of  the  preceding  chapter,  jdwiut 
his  denying  hiiuj'clf  in  things  mdilfervnt* 
ii-id  vriih  what  he  further  adds  sbmit  main¬ 
tenance  in  the  next  vcr!V:»*  :t$  ai±o  ahuii  t 
vavinj*  Ins  chridj4H  libtrsy  in  dhx r*  other 
irdtanccs,  from  vi ■#%  *9  lo  wr.  xj*  Rrz* 
irjed,  and  Come  o-hers  ^htrck  the 

Apoft^i  AtifxtTi  vcr.  refers  to  the  pre- 
ffdiiif  and  not  the  fnShnving  verfes  :  hut, 
he  that  as  it  will  \  yet  mtlwut  the 


E  S. 

lion  of  an  old t A: 011  aeainfl  hfr  futhoritv*  04 
acc'-oiis  of  his  injt  dcnijiidipi't  and  ixxviciji*; 
maintenance,  v/c  arc  Ji  ll  "r-vA  at  a  lofs, 
to  fee  lto'-v  the  vindic  uhoi  *-i  hw  apolHeihlp 
>n  ihefc  vlt’cs  triir.e.;  in  i  ard  how  w  prt- 
fervo  u  Tip'.Ciifc^  l;j  i;;i  between  then* 
ai><l  rhc  and  the  {ollowsrg  dif- 

O'-  w 

cvir-fe. 

|  Jt  ner  ^arys  trl-cr  things, 

that  lh  uh!  t  i-ac  Chrft  rifeHi 

fivim  the  deal,  l^cinfb  a  yr^it  and  fnnd=- 

r^eiW:d  purr  i>f  flieir  oIimt  h.v  in  l  Citiug  wii- 

nejs  to  btJ.  refurrrfih^n  :  «  Jeit  \tu*  note  on 
j!lf±  Ard  rhent’o:c  P.rtl  hers 

r  f 

tsi  nd*»n*  t!:ih  to  V.z  no:  tUfti* 

tutt:  of  th:it  dlrniisd  <}U;dU"uadtin  c^fanapo- 
itie;  *iO-i  the  eMriord'iriCv  niaunrr  in  vihu'li 

he  Mii  favoured  w'uh  it^  ^ftrr  OirilVs  ai- 
centlon,  the  reil  ol  the  apoftics, 

inav  l+c  c» * n i s ■  Jtrtd  as  adding  ftren^.lh  to  thi? 
braiich  of  hi>  ,  and  ihi-ieib  ;  ^ 

bruyrht  into  the  rvr  ;?hr;,c. 
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for  the  fed  of 
mine  apoilldhip 
ate  yc  la  the 

Lord* 


3  Mine  anfwer 
lo  tbemthardoci* 
4i£uoe  me  it  this* 


4  Have  «e  not 
po«*r  to  eat  and 

\0  drink  ? 


I  Have  we  not 
power  to  lad  i- 
bout  a  filler,  a 
wife,  as  we.  I  as  fa¬ 
ther  apolUes  and 
as  the  brethren  of 
the  I  ,ord  ajid  Ce¬ 
phas? 


f  Or  I  only 
and  llacuabat, 

luve 


rant,  to  the  validity  of  my  apoftolic  office,  which  J  re* 
ceived  from  the  Lord  Jefua  himfclf,  and  have  executed 
by  his  authority  and  influence  5  and  which  he  honour* 
ed  by  the  holy  impreffiona  that  be  vifibly  made  upon 
you,  when  I  was  the  inflrUment  of  begetiing  you  to 
him,  through  the  gofpd,  and^  was  your  fpiritual  fa¬ 
ther,  ( chap *  tv*  15.) 

3  My  apology  (**pk*yi*)  and  defence  then  in  general, 
by  way  of  reply  to  thofe  that  call  in  queftion  mine  aa* 
thorny*  and  (it  as  it  were  in  judgment  tocenfure  me, 

i3  fom madly  comprehended  in  what  I  have 
been  faying:  (w,  1,  2.)  And  fo  far  forth,  as  they 
make  a  handle  of  my  not  aflerting  the  rights  and  pow¬ 
ers  of  an  apoftle*  in  taking  the  maintatnancedoeto  per- 
fons  in  that  office,  mine  anfwer  in  particular  to  that 
charge,  is  as  follows,  (See  the  note  on  ver *  i.J5 _ 

4  Have  oot  I  and  my  brother  Barnabas*  (ver,  6-)  as 
well  as  any  other  apoftle  authority  (*t*™*v)  to  demand 
a  fupply  of  convenient. food  and  drink  from  the  people* 
among  whom  we  fpend  our  time  and  ftrength  in  mintf* 
rung  the  gofpel?  We  certainly  havei  flotwithftanding 
our  tendernefs  id  not  always  infilling  upon  it,  that  we 
might  not  be  chargeable  to  them  (2  Tbtf*  Hi,  8,  9,) 

5  Nay,  in  cafe  we  had  feen  fit  to  have  maitried,  bath 
not  either  of  us  a  claim  to  the  privilege  of  carrying  a* 
bout,  from  place  to  place,  a  filler  in  Chrift,  whom 
wc  had  taken  into  the  relation  of  a  wife  *,  and  of  re* 
qutrmg  chat  thofe,  whom  wpininifter  to,  ffiould  be  at 
the  additional  charge  of  maintaining  our  families,  to* 
gether  with  ourfelves,  as  others  of  the  apoftles  have 
done  ?  To  inftance  in  fome  of  the  circumcifion,  have 
we  not  power  for  this,  as  well  as  James ,  and  othqr  near 
kinfmen  of  our  Lord,  according  to  tbe  flefh,  {Match 
xiii.  ££,  and  fee  the  note  on  Matth *  xii*  46.)  and  par* 
ticulaily  as  well  as  the  apoftle  P*terf  in  whom  fome  of 
you  peculiarly  glory,  {chap*  i,  12*) 

6  Or  is  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  only  I  and  Barnabas* 
my  dear  companion  and  fellow  traveller,  who  were  cal¬ 
led 


NOTE, 

*  A  JsPfrt  a  wft  (oJrk^wi  yv+aix*^  can* 

Hot  fitly  J:£r,ify  a  tffhr  nr^nirjo,  because  every 
nufl  needs  hu  a  ^iQ^h  j  and  the  word 


{yw*  tficE.  *  H'rfr  all  alon£  in 

di,  ulicrr  if  \\  very  often  ufrit,  and 

tuolMy  wtidettd  3  ujfe,  though  a 

with  a  reference  to  her  being  a  viic. 
And  it  lurrly  better  Lamport*  with  the  V|K>* 
flic's  reputation  ^nH  argument,  tn  think, 
that  he  (poke  of  carrying  about  1  wi/#1  than 
any  other  uhabiTa  domtitick  fer- 

%iuL,  or  3  woman  of  uibftanec  t**  atieiid 
hiiD,  like  thofe  that  voluntarily  followed  our 


Lord,  to  minifter*  to  him,  who  therefore 
could  not  be  properly  laid  to  carry  them  a* 
buut  H-itb  him.  The  firft  of  thefo  his  nar¬ 
row  drcnmJl  antes  did  not  wrU  ad^iitof  bvy> 
or  hiring}  and  the fccond  would  haw 
brat  a  hdpt  rather  than  a  charge  to  the 
churches  ;  and  Co  to  have  in(hiiccd  in  fuch 
at  the  bft  of  tbefe,  Would  have  been  direOJy 
contrary  to  the  delign  of  bb  argument ;  and 
as  JV/rr  was  married,  (MttfA.  viii.  14*) 
there  is  no  room  to  doubt,  hut  that  the 
man  he  canird  about  was  bts  vife* 


4 


Ok  is.  fit 

biTt  not  ve  pow* 
fr  to  ioricir 
verfciog! 


1  Wbogoetha 
virfat  <nj  riiDC 
At  br#  own  char* 
ges?  who  pla  Utah 
ft  tiueyird,  and 
ofcth  not  of  the 
frail  thereof?  or 
«}'■;  toodeth  i 
flock,  and  Riteth 
nut  of  the  atiJkof 
lb*  dock? 

T 


8  Ray  T  thefc 
things  os  a  man  ? 
or  faith  not  the 
law  the  Jjuae  alio? 


9  For  tei*  writ** 
ten  in  ibe  law  of 

Mobt  thou  Ihalt 
not  muiik  the 
mouth  of  the  ox 
that  Ucadcth  out 
the  corn.  Doth 
Gwl  take  ore  for 
i'XCQ  t 


h 
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led,  fe  par  a  ted,  and  fent  forth  to  our  work,  by  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghoft,  and  by  the  intervention  of  the  cburch  and 

eldere  at  Antioch*  (A£to  xiii.  a,  3,  4,)  Is  it,  I  lay,  to 
be  thought  that  we  are  the  only  apoftles  that  are  exclud¬ 
ed  from  the  right  of  being  maintained  by  the  churches, 
and  of  being  excufed  working  with  our  own  hands  to  fubfill 
ourfdves,  as  ye  well  know  I  did  at  Corinth ?  (Afls  xviii* 
3.}  u  is  utterly  unreasonable  to  imagine  any  thing  like 
this,  were  ye  only  to  cenlider  the  equity  of  things : 

7  For  as  we  are  Soldiers*  lifted  under  Ch rift's  ban¬ 
ner,  to  pull  down  the  ftrong  holds  of  lin  and  Satan, 
and  captivate  the  hearts  of  tinners  to  him  (a  Cor.  x.  4. 
and  2  Tim.  ii.  3,4.)  who  ever  ufes  to  undergo  the  hard- 
Ibips,  dangers,  and  cxpcnce  of  a  war,  at  bis  own  coft 
and  charges,  without  partaking  of  the  fpoils  ?  Again, 
as  the  church  is  flyled  God’s  vineyard,  (Tfa.  v,  1,  &c. 
and  Luke  xx.  9,  &c.)  and  we  are  labourer  1  under  him, 
(who  gives  the  increase)  to  plant,  drefs,  and  water  it, 
{ chap .  iii.  6 — 9 )  Who  is  ever  employed  in  forming  and 
cultivating  fuch  a  plantation,  and  has  not  tbc  privilege 
of  eating  of  it’s  produce?  Or,  as  we  are  Jhepherds  un¬ 
der  Cbrift,  whom  he  has  appointed  to  feed  his  lambs 
and  hisfheep,  (JebnxxA.  15,  16.  and  1  Pet.  v.  2,  4.) 
who  hasfuch  a  charge  of  the  flock,  and  fpends  his  time, 
care,  and  labour  in  fulfilling  it,  and  is  not  fuftained 
and  refrefked  with  it’s  milk  ?  fince  therefore  every  one 
reafonably  experts,  and  is  allowed,  theft  rewards  of  his 
labour,  furtly  every  roinifter  of  the  gofpel,  who  fuf- 
tains  all  theft  charatfkers,  has  a  right  to  be  maintained 
by  his  employment  tn  tbe  fcrvice  of  Chrift,  and  of  thd 
church- s. 

8  Do  I  mention  thefe  well  known  inftanccs  of  what 
is  commonly  praftifed,  and  always  counted  fit  and  e- 
quitable  among  men,  and  argue  this  point  merely  on 
the  foot  of  human  judgment,  on  which  I  might  ven¬ 
ture  to  reft  the  caufe?  Or  doth  not  divine  revelation 
alfo,  in  the  Mofaic  law  itfelf,  which  JrwiJh  zealots,  my 
grand  oppofers,  are  fo  fond  of,  teach  the  very  fame 
things!  It  certainly  doth. 

9  For,  to  look  back  to  the  Old  Teftament-djfpenfe- 
tion,  it  is  recorded  in  the  law,  which  Mofes  delivered 
to  the  I/raelitesi  (Deut.  xxr.  4.)  you  (hall  not  prevent 
the  ox,  by  muzzling  him,  or  by  any  other  methods, 
from  eating  of  the  corn,  which  he  treads  out  of  the  ear, 
while  he  is  labouring  in  that  work.  Do  ye  fuppofe  that 
this  divine  injunction  related  merely  to  fuch  inconfi- 
derable  brute  creatures  as  oxen,  as  though  God  only 
took  care  that  proper  provisions  (hould  he  made  for  them? 

lo  Or 
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ro  Or  faith  he 
It  altogether  for 
put  fakes?  for  our 
no  doubt* 
this  if  written : 
tbai  hr  that  plow¬ 
ed!  ftiould  plow 
in  hope;  and  that 
he  that  thielhctb 
in  hope  Ihould  he 
partaker  of  kii 
hope* 


to  Or  rather.  1$  it  not  natural  to  conclude,  that 
tho1  his  mercies  arc  oyer  all  his  works,  he  has  a  far¬ 
ther  meaning  in  it  *,  to  fhow  the  ftill  greater  obliga¬ 
tion,  which  lies  upon  all  perfonsto  exercife  humanity, 
and  do  jufticc  toward  their  own  fperies,  that  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  working  for  them;  and  efpecially  towards 
us,  who  labour  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  their  fouls  ?  Doublets  tt  ftands  on  record  Jbr  in- 
ftrufUon  of  this  fort,  and  for  enjoining  an  equitable  re¬ 
gard  to  any  of  us,  who  labour  in  ufeful  fer  vices  for  tbe 
good  of  mankind ;  that  as  the  plowman  takes  pains  for 
others,  in  breaking  up  the  ground,  and  fo wing  it,  fy)fr. 
11.)  with  a  reasonable  expectation  of  a  proper  recom- 
pence;  and  the  threflier  beats  out  the  corn,  in  expedi¬ 
tion  of  receiving  a  fu  it  able  reward  ;  and  as,  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  the  hujb&ndmany  that  labours^  cught  to  be  partaker 
of  thefruitsi  ( 2  Tim ,  Vi  6.)  fo  we,  who  are  employed 
about  God's  fpiritual  hufbandry,  {chap*  tit.  9*)  in  break* 
ing  up  the  fallow  ground  of  fin  nets  hearts,  and  in  fow* 

ing  tbe  good  feed  of  his  word;  and  we,  who  in  our 
preaching  fepar ate  the  wheat  from  the  chaff,  the  faint 
from  the  firmer,  may  well  expe£t  to  receive  the  nectiTa* 
ties  of  life,  as  a  juft  recompenc^  from  the  churches,  for 
whofe  advantage  we  thus  labour  in  the  word  and  doc¬ 
trine. 


it  If  we  have 
town  untoyowfpU 
ritual  thicigti  is  it 
m  great  thing  if 
we  fbJJ  reap  yoor 
cai pal  things? 


I*  If  others  be 
I"  r  takers  of  this 

p-jWCT  «|LT  VOUB 

MIX 


11  If  we  have  lown  the  feed  of  God's  word  among 
you,  as  the  means  of  producing  fpiritual  and  eternal 
blefling&jfor  the  re  frefhment,  improve  mem,  and  Cal  vat  ion 
of  your  immortal  fouls  ;  is  it  any  great  return,  or  what 
any  reafonable  and  grateful1  perfon  would  grudge  ;  if, 
for  our  labour  in  fcattering  fuch  ineftimafcle  benefits  3- 
mong  you,  we  are  made  to  partake  of  fuch  {hares  of 
your  temporal  fub fiance,  as  .are  needful  for  the  fuften- 
ance  of  our  mortal  bodies,  and  fitting  them  for  further 
fcrvices  of  this  excellent  nature  ?  There  is  furdy  no 
proportion  between  the  value  of  what  ye  give  and  re¬ 
ceive  ;  the  la  ft  fo  far  exceeds  the  fir  ft. 

12  If  accordingly  other  fervants  of  Chrift,  and  even 
the  falfe  teachers  thcmfelves  among  you,  claim  and  ex¬ 
ert  an  authority  oyer  you  for  the  maintenance,  which 
I  have  been  fpcaking  of ;  ( ver .  4—6.)  ;mdp^e  allow  their 
demand  to  be  juft;  are  not  we,  who  firfc  planted  and 

watered 


N  o 

*  As  in  Detti*  asv*  4,  the  pa  (Tier  here 
refill  til  to,  nothing  ^  licfci  eor  alter  ii, 

that  htt  any  relation  fo  heaftsT  hut  it  fbutd* 

aipidft  direfiigijt  to  the  duties  of  jiMl'c?  unt\ 
met^y  louMrd  ixni^nable  cream  res :  1:  raiy 
*dl  bi  conclude'!^  ikt  frr>r*Vt»i;lon  of 


T  E. 

miirziipj  the  o*  is  there  brought  in,  tlx 
more  (tiongly  to  enforce  thofc  duties  toward 

men  j  and  tt^erefore  is  veiy  lk!y  applied  by 
the  apoflle,  in  an  ar^mciw  for  the  oiajn;eu* 
Mu^e  of  muiiiars  of  die  golpeL 
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are  not  we  rather? 

ncvcrthekffj  vc 
haw  not  ufal  thi* 
power;  butfhffer 

all  things,  Left  we 
Ihiiuld  hinder  the 
^fpcl  of  Chrift* 


13  Do  jre  not 
fcnov,  that  they 
which  TPiniftcr  a- 
tnot  holy  things 
live  of  the  things 
of  the  temple-  ! 
and  they  which 
urait  at  the  altar 

iK  partakers  with 

the  altar? 


14  E-ren  & 
haih  Ove  Lord  or* 
darned ,  that  they 
which  preach  the 
goTpeJ  Should  lire 
of  ihp  go/pd* 


15  But  1  httve 
11  fad  none  of  theft 

T  4| 

Kh;fl££,  nc^J.er 

Lave 


watered  the  Corinthian  church,  {chap.  iii.  6*}  much' more 
entitled  to  it?  Nevcrthelefs,  to  lhcw,  that  we  feek  not 
yours,  but  you,  we  have  not  infilled  upon,  nor  indeed 
received  this  acknowledgment  from  you,  which  we  had 
fo  unqueftionablc  a  right  to ;  but  have  rather  chofen  to 
undergo  all  the  bardlhtps  of  want,  or  of  providing  for 
ourfelves  by  the  labour  of  our  own  hands ;  left,  by  put¬ 
ting  you  to  afiy  charge,  we  Ihould  have  prejudiced  your 
worldly  minds  againft  us,  as  though  we  bad  mercenary 
defigns  ‘Upon  you  ;  and  fo  fltould  have  obftru£led  your 
attend iag  upon,  and  readily  receiving  that  glorious  gof- 
pel,  which  feis  forth  the  perfon,  offices,  and  grace  of 
'  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and'  which  he  is  the  author  of, 
and  has  committed  to  ouf  truft. 

13  Rut  had  we  claimed  and  ufed  our  liberty  in  this 
cafe,  there  could  have  been  no  juft  objeftion  againft  it, 
efpecially  not  by  Jcwijb  converts  * ;  For,  to  remind 
you  of  the  provifion,  which  God  ftill  more  exprefily 
made  for  bis  miniftering  fervants  in  the  Mofatc  law, 
[Numb,  sviii.)  do  ye  not  underftand  and  confider,  that 
by  his  appointment  the  Levitts,  who  officiated  in  ho¬ 
ly  things,  as  in  killing  and  preparing  the  facrifices,  and 
tne  like,  were  maintained  hy  the  offerings  at  the  taber¬ 
nacle,  and  afterwards  at  the  temple  ;  and  that  the 
priefts,  who  devoted  themfelves  to  the  fervice  of  the  al¬ 
tar,  had  their  pans  and  (hares  of  it’s  facrifices,  for  the 
fubfillcnce  of  rhemfelves  and  their  families  ?  Surely  yc, 
who. lb  much  boaftof.your  knowledge,  can't  be  (ban¬ 
gers  to  thefe  things, 

14  In  like  manner,  to  bring  all  this  down  to  the 
New  Teftament  ftate,  in  which  the  reafon  of  things  is 
the  fame,  bur  Lord  Jefus,  by  his  immediate  authority, 
has  appointed  and  ordered,  that  his  fervants,  whom  he 
fends  forth  to  preach  the  everlaliing  gofpej,  Ihould  be 
maintained  by  thofe  that  have  the  benefit  of  their  la¬ 
bours;  as  particularly  when  he  fa  id  with  a  reference  to 
this  very  cafe.  Provide  neither  gofJ  nor  filwer,  nor  brafs, 
in  your  pvrfet,  &c.  For  the  workman  is  worthy  of  hit 
meat,  and  the  labourer  of  his  hire .  (Matth.  x.  9,  10,  and 
Luke  x.  7.) 

15  Rut  notwithftnndiog  all  this  clear  proof,  from  the 
nature  of  things,  from  the  law  of  Mofet ,  and  from 
Chrift's  own  hiilitution,  that  gofpel  m nutters  ought  to 
be  provided  for,  at  the  people’s  cell ;  and  though  1  have 
as  much  right  to  it,  as  any  of  his  fervants :  Yet  1  have 

not 


N  O  T  E. 

*  The  epofHe’,  arguing  out  of  the  law  more  cdcctuaUy  to  filenet  their  oppofitioii  tv 
nriy  intimate,  that  he  therein  had  hit  :*.«  hint. 
iLuft  pailictriuj'Jy  uji  Ihc  y<"v  <fi  i/tc 
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haw  I  written 
thcfc  tkiiijp,  that 
It  ihoiild  he  fo 
done  umo  im: 
for  it  were  better 
for  me  tu<lic»  than 
that  any  man 
ffcould  make  tny 
glorying  void- 


U  Pot,  though 

1  preach  tb*  gof- 
pel,  I  have  no¬ 
thing  to  glory  ofs 
for  neccfftty  is 
laid  upon  me; 
yea,  wo  is  unto 
me,  if  I  preach 
not  the  gofpdh 


t  t  For,  if  I  do 
thu  thing  willing¬ 
ly,  1  have  a  re¬ 
ward  :  but  if  a- 
galnft  my  will  a 
djfpcn  fation  of 
the  jjofpd  is  com* 
flutter!  unto  me. 


il  What  is  my 
ttyard  then  ?  ve¬ 
il!  f 


cot  made  ufe  of  my  privilege  in  this  refpeft ;  nor  hive 
I  wrote  thefe  things  about  it  with  any  deGre  or  inren* 
tkm,  that,  whenever  I  may  come  to  you  again,  it 
Ihonld  be  at  your  expence:  No,  I  only  mention  it  to 
Hop  the  mouths  of  thofe,  that  feek  all  opportunities  of 
afperGng  me;  and  to  fet  you  an  example  of  felf*  denial, 
and  of  waving  the  ufe  of  your  Chriftian  liberty,  on  pro¬ 
per  occaGons :  For  I  had  rather  perifti  for  want,  or  wear 
out  my  life  with  hard  labour  to  earn  my  bread,  than 
that  any  one  (hould  deprive  me  of  the  pleafure  and  ho¬ 
nour,  as  1  count  it,  of  promoting  the  intereft  of  Chrift, 
and  the  good  of  your  fouls,  in  the  moft  acceptable  man¬ 
ner,  by  preaching  the  gofpel  freely,  without  making  it 
any  way  burden fome,  and  fo  prejudicing  you  agatoft 
it. 

16  For  though,  in  the  dtfeharge  of  my  office,  1  have 
published,  and  ftill  continue  to  proclaim  the  glad  tid¬ 
ings  of  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift;  this  is  my  indifperw 
fible  duty ;  and  fo  I  have  no  more  room  to  glory  in 
barely  doing  this,  than  others  have,  which  is  indeed 
none  at  all :  for  I  am  under  an  abfolute  neceflhy,  by 
the  com mifli cm  and  command  of  my  great  Lord  and 
Mailer,  to  preach  the  gofpel  wherever  I  come;  {Afts 
xxii.  15,  and  Rom,  u  14.)  yea,  the  word  of  all  woes, 
even  to  the  bit  ter  eft  reproaches  of  z  guilty  confcience 
here,  and  everlafting  horrors  hereafter  mutt  be  my  por¬ 
tion,  were  I  to  be  dilbbedieQt  to,  the  heavenly  vilion, 
in  not  preaching  the  gofpel ;  [ARf  xxvi*  19.)  which,  I 
truft,  will  never  be  my  cafe. 

17  For  if  I  voluntarily  and  chearfully  attend  to  this 
important  fervice  at  free  cod,  arid  that  under  all  the 
difficulties  of  want  and  poverty,  or  ofproviding  formy- 
felf,  merely  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  {alvation  of 
others,  I  have  at  prefent  a  noble  fatisfa&ion  in  fo  do¬ 
ing,  which  1  would  not  part  with  for  alt  this  world; 
and  I  humbly  look  for,  and  depend  upon  a  gracious  re¬ 
ward  of  my  falthfulnefs  and  zeal  in  the  day  of  Chrift: 
But  if  it  be  with  unwillingnefs  and  rduftance,  that  I 
receive  and  manage  the  truft,  which  he  has  com  mined 
to  me,  for  difpenfing  his  gofpel,  and  therein  aft  as  an 
hireling,  who  values  the  fleece  more  than  the  flock,  and 
grudges  his  pains,  unlefs  it  be  with  a  profpeft  of  fbme 
temporal  advantage  to  bimfelf ; 

18  What  is  the  reward  then,  that  I  could  expeft,  at 
prefent,  in  the  reflections  of  my  own  mind,  or  could 
look  for  at  the  great  day  of  account,  in  fuch  a  merce¬ 
nary  and  unfaithful  way  of  executing  my  cormmffion  ? 

Why 
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rij  that  wbea  I  Why  truly  none,  but  what  is  very  terrible  *,  though 

1"  ml** mJw'the  not^*ng  can  be  more  happy,  in  cafe  of  faithfulncfs : 
gorpcl  or  Chritt  This,  I  aflure  you,  I  often  ferioufly  think  of  that  when 
wv finat  chuje,  j  preach  the  glorious  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God,  I  nay 

mypow'in  the  he  the  more  excited  to  plant  and  fettle  it,  (Wuj  merely 
3  j'pel.  for  Chrift’s  fake,  in  Jove  and  obedience  to  him,  whole 

gofpel  it  is ;  and  may  do  this  freely,  without  expence 
to  my  hearers,  as  often  as  circumftances  make  it  need* 


19  For  though 
I  be  tree  fro®  alt 

men,  yet  hire  I 

m:tde  myfelf  (cr- 

VLlDt  onto  ail,  tbit 

1  migkt  gi in  the 
more- 


ful,  and  conducive  to  the  great  ends  of  my  miniftry ; 
that  I  may  not  rigorouDy,  and  unfeafonably  ufe  my 
right  of  requiring  a  fupply  from  the  people,  in  return 
for  my  labour  in  preaching  to  them. 

19  For  though  in  this  in  fiance  of  Chriftian  liberty, 
as  well  as  in  feveral  others,  1  am  under  no  obligation 
to  any  man  £0  abridge  m  yfelf  in  the  ufe  of  it ;  yet  I  have 
been  willing,  and  have  thought  it  matter  of  prudence 
and  duty,  fo  far  to  confult  the  various  tempers,  weak- 
nefles,  and  unhappy  biafles  of  alt  forts  of  men,  as,  in 
things  of  that  nature,  ro  fubmit  myfelf  like  a  fervent, 
and  accommodate  my  meafures,  in  the  mofi  pleating 
manner  to  them  ;  to  the  end  that,  by  fuch  condefcen- 


fions,  innocent  compliances,  and  felf-denials,  I  might 
fweeten  their  fpirits  $  might  reccommend  Chrift,  and 
his  do&rines  and  ways,  the  better  to  them ;  and  might 
win  the  more  fouls  over  to  him,  which  I  count  the  rich- 


eft  gain  of  all  my  miniftrations. 

10  And  onto  20  As  for  inftance,  when  I  have  had  to  do  with  the 


tUc  J«w*  1  be-  unbelieving  Jewi,  I  have  reafoned  with  them  out  of  the 

ihi*  might  g*  kriptures  the  Old  Teftament,  as  a  proper  way  of  ar- 
the  jcw«;  to  them  guing  with  a  Jexo  \  ( A81  xvii.  x,  3.)  and,  as  far  as  I 
t:.at  ire  under  the  could  with  a  fafe  conference,  and  confifiently  with  the 

“w  truth  of  the  gofpel,  have  obferved  their  Jeiaijb  rites  and 
cremonies,  as  in  the  circumcifing  of  Timothy,  becaufe 
his  Father  was  a  Greek ,  (AFh  xvi.  3.)  that  I  might  foft- 
en  their  offence  at  the  gofpel’s  being  preached  by  an  on- 
circumcifed  Gentile,  and  might  bring  them  over  to  Chrift  f: 
la  dealing  with  believing  Jews,  who,  for  want  of  fur. 
ther  light,  think  themfeives  to  be  ftill  under  an  obliga¬ 
tion  of  keeping  up  a  religious  regard  to  certain  branch¬ 
es  of  the  ceremonial  law,  {Aclt.  xxi.  ao.)  I,  as  know¬ 
ing  that  all  it’s  ordinances  are  not,  as  yet,  abfolutely  un¬ 
lawful 


NOT 

*  fFhai  it  rw}  rtteard  !  is  paxaphraTi/J 
Mith  rcjjnon  both  to  a  fallhfnl  anil  unfaith- 
fui  ditharge  of  bis  office,  and  to  a  icwaril 
tc  prefcnt,  and  to  be  espcfai)  hereafter ;  ail 
v.  tiich  taken  together,  teems  to  me  to  clear 
up  the  tiira  and  connexion  of  the  argument. 
Letter  than  any  thing  1  have  met  wiJi  in 
-ammeoutors,  niuiv  ti  which  have  rather 


E  S. 

puttied  than  latitfied  me  in  their  accounts 
of  it. 

•f  ]  have  choice  to  under fbnd  by  tin  Jew*, 
the  znctHveritd  among  them  ;  and  by  them 
that  are  under  tbt  law,  the  a  nv tried  Jmt, 
that  «t  may  keep  the  ideas  diftioft,  which 
othcrwiiit  oisf  bo  too  coincident. 
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Iiw3  as  under  the 

bwt  ttet  1  might 
gain  them  that 
arc  under  the 
Law, 


a  t  To  item 

that  arc  without 
brw,  as  without 
law,  f being  not 
-wit  h a\n  Law  to 

God,  hut  under 
rte  law  te  Chrift*) 
that  I  might  gain 
ttern  that  arc 
muder  the  Law, 


11  To  the 
weak  became  1  u 

weak 


lawful,  and  that  there  mult  be  time  allowed  to  bring 
them  imirely  off  from  their  old  opinions  about  it,  have 
alfo  fo  far  yielded  to  their  prejudices,  as,  on  important 
occa  lions,  to  comply  with  fbme  of  it’s  rites;  {A£fs  xviii. 
18*  and  xit.  a  i — 2 6.  See  the  notes  there)  to  the  end 
that  I  may  the  better  ingratiate  myfelf  with  them,  and 
gradually  reconcile  them  to  rhe  whole  of  the  gofpel 
fcheme  ;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  I  continue  to  warn 
them  againft  laying  any  ftrefs  upon  ritual  observances, 
or.  imagining  that  they  can  be  thereby  juftified;  and  con- 
ftantly  teach  them  to  make  Chriit  the  only  ground  of 
their  hope  toward  God* 

21  On  the  other  hand,  when  I  am  call  among  thofe 
that  are  acquainted  with  the  Old  Teftamcnt,  and  never 
were  under  the  JrwiJb  difpenfauon,  I  preach  Chrift  to 
them,  without  appealing  to  the  law  and  the  prophets, 
for  the  confirmation  of  what  I  fay  concerning  him  ; 
but  refting  the  caufe  imirely  upon  the  evidence  of  the 
doctrine  icfelf,  the  plain  fa£ts,  and  undoubted  miracles 
wrought  to  prove  it,  and  the  fpirit  of  God  to  fet  all 
home  upon  tKteir  hearts;  and  in  my  behaviour  toward 
them,  and  among  them,  I  take  care  not  to  offend  them, 
by  my  own  obferving,  or  putting  them  upon  comply* 
ing  with  circumcijion,  and  other  ceremonial  rites,  re¬ 
lating  to  meats  and  days,  and  the  like  :  Nay,  I  ftrenu- 
oully  reman  ft  rate  again  ft  thofe  that  would  impofe  fuch 
rites  upon  them  ;  ( Gah  ii,  3 — 14.)  and  affert  my  own, 
and  their  liberty,  as  to  thofe  things;  looking  upon  my- 
felf,  at  the  fame  time,  not  as  a  lawlefs  perfon,  or  as 
one  that  is  not  bound  to  keep  the  nzarn/law,  with  a 
co nfei truce  toward  God,  as  in  his  light,  and  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  him  ;  but  as  heing,  as  much  as  ever,  under 
that  law,  as  a  rule  of  life  in  the  hand  of  Chrift,  who 
has  made  it  the  inviolable  law  of  his  kingdom,  that  all 
my  thoughts,  words,  and  aftions  may  be  regulated  ac* 
cording  to  it,  in  3  due  fubjeftion  to  him*  And  this 
I  carefully  attend  to,  while  1  abftain  from  alt  ceremo¬ 
nial  obfervances  among  the  Gentiicst  that  I  may  lay  no 
obfUcles  in  the  way  of  their  conversion,  who  never 
were  under  the  Mofa ic  law;  but  may  gain  their  hcarry 
content  to  Chrift  and  his  gofpel,  as  believers  in  him; 
and  an  inti  re  fubjeflion  to  him,  without  the  incum¬ 
brances  of  that  an  dent  yoke  of  bondage* 

22  Again,  when  1  have  been  converfant,  either  with 
believing  Jrws  or  Gentiies^  that  are  weak  in  knowledge 
and  grace;  and  apt  to  be  Humbled  and  grieved,  or 
drawn  into  fiii  again  ft  their  own  cnnfciences,  while  they 

fee  others  making  fucb  a  ufe  of  Chrift  bn  liberty,  in 

things 


Ch*  it*  The 

weak,  that!  might 
ipin  the  wtak  :  l 

am  made  a  III  Kings 

to  ill  men,  that  I 
might  by  >11 
means  five  UtMr 


2  3  And  this  1 
do  for  the  gofpeli 
lake,  that  i  might 
fwr  partaker  there¬ 
of  with  you. 


14  Know  ye  not 

'.]■»!  thty  which 
;un  in  a  r-re,  mo 
ail,  but  one  re* 
^rveih  the  priic? 

So 
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things  of  an  indifferent  nature*  as  they  them fe] res  are 
fcrupulous  about-,  I  bare,  in  thofe  cafes,  condefcehdecf 
to  their  infirmities,  and  forbore  the  ufe  of  fuch  liberty, 
as  is  in  itfelf  lawful  and  innocent*  that  1  might  not  lay 
fiumbling-blocks  before  them;  bur  might  win  them 
over  to*,  and  fettle  them  in,  the  more  important  points 
of  faith,  and  moral  obedience :  In  a  word*  I  have  tri¬ 
ed  all  allowable  expedients*  and  yielded*  as  far  as  pof- 
Jible*  in  a£fcof  fdf-demal,  in  my  dealing  with  all  forts 
of  perfons*  wherefoever  I  came*  not  from  any  unfettled- 
nefs  in  my  own  principles*  temper*  and  views;  but  to 
rbe  end  that,  by  all  prudent,  laudable,  and  (inlefs  me¬ 
thods,  which  I  think  befifuited  to  their  circum fiances* 
and  moft  likely  to  be  attended  with  a  divine  hlefling,  1 
might  be  inffru mental*  in  the  hand  of  Chrift*  to  deli¬ 
ver  fome*  at  Itaft*  of  all  forts  from  the  error  of  their 
ways  \  from  the  power  of  fin  and  Satan*  and  their  own 
prejudices  5  and  from  the  curfe  of  the  Jaw*  and  the 
wrath  to  come  \  and  to  lead  them  into  all  the  privileges 
and  bleffings  of  a  fpiiiuial  falvation*  even  unto  eternal 
life, 

13  And  ‘all  this  I  do*  out  of  a  Gncere  and  zealous 
concern  to  prevent  unrea  Tollable  exceptions  again  ft  the 
gofpel*  and  to  recommend  and  propagate  it  among  peo¬ 
ple  of  every  character  ;  to  the  end  that  1  may  not  only 
ftiare  in  its  fpeciaJ  and  faving  benefits  myfclf;  but  may 
have  a  joint  communion  and  partnership  in  them*  with 
many  others,  and  particularly  with  you. 

24  In  this  manner  of  conducting  myfelf,  in  which 
ye  ought  to  imitate  me  **  I  a£t  with  care  and  caution* 
diligence  and  conftancy*  like  the  racers  *  and  combo* 
tants  in  the  Grecian  games*  which  are  wont  to  be  cele¬ 
brated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Corinth  + :  Ye  very  welt 
know  that  in  racing)  all,  who  are  called  to  that  excr- 
eife*  run*  and  continue  running*  with  all  their  mighr* 
to  get  the  garland*  which  is  fee  up  at  the  end  of  their 
courfe  *  every  one  hoping  to  obtain  it,  by  reaching  %tbe 
goal  fit  ft >  though  but  one  can  have  it :  In  like  manner* 
it  is  your  duty  and  intereft*  as  well  as  mine*  to  run 

with  patience  the  race  which  is  fet  before  ns7  (ileb*  xti* 

1.)  and*  by  divine  aiS fiance,  to  htpr effing  toward  the 

mark 


NOTES. 


*  The  apoAlc  evidently  intend*  that  what 
he  had  been  faying,  and  was  further  poin^ 
10  add,  about  his  own  conduit*  thuuM  be 
jtganlcd  by  private  chrifliwi  tor  their  imi¬ 
tation  t  bccHufc  in  the  dole  of  this  verltf  he 
luius  his  acMncfs  to  lhein>  faying*  S»  raw, 

tZar  ye  maj  obtfiin  ;  and  in  llie  ne*t  verft 
fpttfcf  of  himftJf  and  them  in  common, 
jUitnng  to  obtain  an  tncyrrzplftft  troX'n, 

+  4rw*j-mr»  fl=  m«  o!' 


thole  that  wcrc  kept  at  ihs  TJfbuErt  cFOjrnrtf* 

were  called  the  IJihitHm  game?.  Theft  the 

apufilt:  here,  <n>d  in  the  three 

series  ailudrs  to*  as  well  known  among  the 

t’jrtflrf.V.-* ;  a, id  particularly  to  the  woify, 
•msjliStig,  and  U-Aixg  or  wfed  on 

li  ote  oc'Mftonsj  which,  father  whh 
u;tr  ard  fijiiit*,  were  the  piiodpal  eacrues 
:  £1  s  ■  i  n ; « .  V::  l!  r  fid  ?:  ‘it?*  f  *  no;  fr* 
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So  run  that  ye  may 
tbuiu. 


if  And  CTtry 
nun  that  ftriveth 
for  ihe  mafttty  is 
temperate  in  all 
things.  Now  , 
they  da  if  *o  ob- 

bin  a  cwTnntible 
ctowd,  fair  we 
an  incorruptible. 


iff  I  therefore 
form),  not  asoo- 
cenaialy  ;  fo 
fight  I,  not  u 

one 


mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  inCbrijl  Jt- 
fusi  (Phil*  iii,  14*)  and  ye  haft  the  higheft  encourage* 
ment  hereunto,  inafmuch  as  not  only  one,  bat  many, 
together  with  myfelf  ;  (wr.  19—23,)  yea,  all  that 
run  with  faith  and  patience,  fhall  have  the  honour  and 
advantage  of  receiving  the  reward  qf  the  inheritance  from 
the  Lord  Chrift*  (Col-  its.  24.) 

2$  And  as,  at  thofe  public  games,  Wrefilers  and 
boxers  are  alfo  engaged  in  combats ;  every  one  of  them, 
(«  who  would  contend  in  good  earned  for 

viftory,  even  to  an  agony,  is  very  exa£t  in  his  regimen, 
with  refpeft  to  diet  and  difcipUne,  that  he  may  be  the 
better  prepared  for  the  conflict :  So  we  ought  not  to  in¬ 
dulge  our  fenfitive  appetites  unto  any  excels;  nor  unto 
the  eating  of  fuch  meats,  as  may  be  an  occafion  of 
ftumhling  to  our  brethren;  (chap  viii.  9,  13,)  but 
fhould  mortify  all  worldly  and  finful  afftftions,  and 
abftain  from  every  thing,  that  would  be  an  hmdtance 
to  us  in  our  Chriflian  warfare,  in  which  we  wreftle  a* 
gain  ft  the  moft  potent  adverfaries,  (Epb.  vi.  12.)  and 
are  called  to  fight  the  goodfigbt  of  faith ,  and  lay  bold  on 
eternal  life :  (1  Tutu  vi.  n.)  And  we  fhould  be  the 
more  abundantly  excited  to  this,  when  we  confider  that 
thofe  gamefters  take  all  their  care  and  pain  a,  only  for 
the  fake  of  obtaining  a  garland  of  flowers,  or  of  pine, 
myrtle,  olive,  bays,  laurel,  or  the  like,  which  is  a  poor 
fading,  withering,  and  perifhing  crown,  of  trifling  va* 
lue,  and  only  ferving  to  puff  up  their  pride  and  vanity, 
without  any  folid  advantage  to-  themfelves  ;  but  that 
which  lies  before  us,  to  animate  our  utmoft  care  and 
diligence,  mortification  and  felf-deniat,  is  no  lefs,  than 
an  inheritance,  and  crown  of  gloty,  of  infinite  worth 
and  duration,  incorruptible ,  undefled,  and  fadetb  not 
awaji  (t  Pet*  i.  4.  and  v,  4*) 

26  I  therefore,  under  this  apprehenfion  of  things, 
ft  retch  forward  with  all  my  might,  like  the  racers,  that 
I  may  finifti  my  courfe  with  joy,  ire*  (A£Is  xx.  24.}  and 
this,  Ido,  not  without  minding,  and  keeping  within 
the  rule  of  duty ;  but  ftudiouJly  and  carefully  attending 
to  it,  as  knowing  that  1  cannot  expert  to  be  crowned, 
unlefs,  in  this  manner,  I  jtrive  lawfully*,  (aTinuii. 
5.)  any  more  than  they  that  run  for  the  prize  can  via 
it,  unlefs  they  keep  within  the  lines,  which  are  wont 
to  be  plainly,  drawn  for  marking  out  their  courfe  ;  (See 
the  note  on  2  Cor.  x.  13*)  nor  do  I  engage  herein,  as 
one  doubtful  in  myfclf,  whether  I,  running  in  the  pre- 
feribed  path  of  duty,  fhall  have  v the  honour  of  being 

crowned  at  laft,  or  not;  as  they  are,  who  know  that 
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•fie  that  bmcih 
the  air : 


*7  Bin  1  keep 
under  my  body, 
and  bring  it  into 
ftthjeftioD  ;  left 
that  by  any 
means,  when  I 
hare  preached  to 

•there 


\ 


one  only  receiver  the  prize ;  (ver.  54,}  but  I  prefs  on 
with  an  intire  fatisfmlion  in  myfelf,  that  in  this  way  F* 
through  grace,  lhaJI  certainly  obtain  it.  In  like  man¬ 
ner*  relying  on  the  ftrcngtb  of  Cbrift,  1  exert  myfuif, 
with  the  utrnoft  vigour,  like  Boxers  atuf  KrnjHers  in 
fighting  ft  all  eppofirion  ;  not  in  »cr  barely 
ro  prepare  for  the  combat,  as  they  do,  when  they  are 
nfing  themfelves  to  their  refpcffcive  exercifeB,  only  for 
diverfion,  or  oftemation,  or  for  improving  themfdvc-t 
in  ihefe  am,  by  ftretching  forth  their  arms  and  legrt 
and  throwing  them  about  with  z  llourifli  in  the  air,  while 
there  is  no  enemy  to  encounter  them. 

27  But  as,  when  they  come  to  clofe  combat,  they 
give  their  anugonifts  fitch  violent  ftrokes,  as  make  them 
black  and  blue;  and  throw  them  down  to  get  the  maf¬ 
ic  ry  over  them  * :  So  1,  labouring  in  good  earneft,  by 
divine  affifUnce,  to  gain  an  inure  comjueft  over  all  my 
corruptions,  contend  vehemently  again  ft  them,  by  faith 
and  evangelical  repentance,  watchlulncfs,  fading  and 
prayer,  mortifications  of  the  flefli,  and  felf-dcnials,  wi:h 
regard  to  all  indifferent,  (chap*  viii.  13.}  as  well  as  un¬ 
lawful  things;  and  by  theft  means  lam  helped  to  wound 
and  bring  down  tbe  whole  body  of  tin,  together  with  all 
my  fleilily  inclinations:  All  this  I  conftaiit!y  endeavour 
to  do,  with  the  utrnoft  care  and  caution,  and  godly 
jealoufy  over  my  own  fpirit,  that  as  I  do  net,  fo  I  may 
not  run  at  uncertainties}  (wr.  26.)  f  left,  (were  this 

my 


NOTE. 


*  The  terms  here  rendered,  /  Uep 
end  btin^  info  Jvkyi Titfn*  {vT&uctla  k at  fax- 
are  #gmijik*It  alluding  to  a  rr>mJw- 
tar<t*!i  gMng  his  ad  ver/aries  bhek  and  blue 
eyes  in  and  throwing  them  dswrj, 

and  getting  them  under  him,  in  urn  filing* 

But  it  would  be  very  whcmficat  to  imagine 
that,  literally  ipcakhig:,  the  npofHe  Leal  hi* 
mvn  face,  or  any  part  of  his  body,  ti‘1  he 
made  is  black  and  blue ;  and  it  would  he 
dswiuight  noaftnfc  to  fay,  that  he  trough; 
l»U  body  under  himfrlf,  as  one  CfaUitLaianE 
i\'A  the  body  of  a  no;  tier  under  him.  T^tra 
is  therefore  no  foundation  for  popilh  penan* 
evs,  niaoeratfous  and  fcoargi^gs  of  the  body, 
in  ihde  wards,  which  arc  ostly  iln>a£  a*:d 
lively  figures,  to  fignlfy  the  r.iortiScattoo  of 
fen fi'ive appetites,  and,  together  with  tfcemT 
of  all  tbe  evil  prnpeufons  of  the  ctd 
the  body  0/  yfn,  wh:eb  U  here  fitly  repieknt* 
rtf,  ii  ahufion  the  natural  bodies  of  ih^fc, 
l  hit  were  wounded  and  j'uLHlued  in  combat* 
Vid.  JJrr*  in  lur*. 

f  1;  is  bo:  nafcnshfe  to  thtok  that  the  a- 
po!lU  had  any  doubt  in  hiirJtlf,  whether  he 
Jhauld  be  riaiiia'l)'  Hived,  or  uo( :  for  he 

Vet.  IV.  "  f  G 


had  faid,  jnfl:  before,  that  he  did  retrain  rs 
uncertainly,  and  always  fpuke  with  an  inl:rc 
confidence  as  to  his  awn  fdvitica.  But  a* 
he  well  knew,  th.it  God  did  nvl  dcfiuo 
nwn,  or  any  other  perion  mtahiirg 
out  the  ule  of  proper  mrarj*,  which  are  eon-. 
Dt&ul  with  the  esid,  Lo;ii  iti  the  divine  pur* 
p^ji,  and  in  the  confirm  ion  arci  tai  fitment 
of  the  new  covenant;  ft>  he  tic  cit'd  hlrnfcttj 
by  thcle  conude«ui'  us,  to  thr  uinu'Ct  did* 
gcrcc  in  mortifying  the  twmpMuna  oF  na* 

ture,  whidl,  00  a  typpofilibn  *h:it  b*w<rc 

chiefs  in  fuhtfo!::g  them,  and  ihodd  live 

uoder  ihu  |Miwer  cf  them,  would  he  mcon- 
fiftent  with  his  adur^d  ] lopes  of  eternal  lift ; 
but  ic  by  no  maiu  foibvs  from  hence,  tSu: 
be  was  tinder  any  hpprdicr.iinns  his  bririf 
ii:tfcred  to  do  io  into  mi  (lent  h  thing,  ai*u  of 
Ihtrdiy  miicarryir.g,  and  bdujr  eve^ti?ali_w 
rxiiwlcd  as  a  iai.c  protefior,  cr 
riiriifter,  3d  the  gTt-ac  day  of  ace  iunf»  An.t 
he  Jl-ems,  pccorfldijT  to  h*s  wonted  itdmlr- 
ablc  wiJclom,  tn  have  tnuMenrd  the!« 
thirgs,  it  were  in  a  figure,  to  him&If. 
flltw  rliC  irreparable  rtjnrictflion  i-etwre-i  the 
and  end,  -ifid  ib  10  ft:r  yp  o^her 
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n*  ii' J  my“!f  my  cafe)  after  I  have  preached  the  eofpel  to  others  for 

their  tilvanon,  I  myfcjf,  mltead  of  being  partaker  with 
:hem,  (wa  23.)  fiiould  give  way  to  any  unfmhfulaets* 
neglefls,  and  fcK-mdulgences*  or  other  criminal  tenv 
per  and  condufk*  which*  were  I  under  their  dominion, 
would,  in  the  nature  of  things,  and  by  the  ,rofprl  con- 
ftUuuon,  iflac  in  my  being  j  rejected  of  God, 

3s  an  infmetre  and  flothful  fervant ;  and  in  my  labours 
being  difapnroved  of  him,  and  judged  unfit  to  be  regard¬ 
ed  in  the  great  day  of  account.  And  this  1  mention  as 
my  own  practice,  to  excite  you  to  the  like  circumfpeo- 
tion,  care,  and  diligence,  mortification  of  fin  and  felt- 
denial,  Idt  any  of  you,  through  allowed  dcfrSs  there¬ 
in,  fhotild  be  difapproved  of  God  in  the  final  judgment* 

RECOLLRCTIOMS, 

TTow  ungenerous  4s  it,  to  argue  agahtft  the  temporal  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
mini  tiers  of  Chrift,  only  becauic  fonietinies,  in  condcJcunii  m  to  the  wants*  weak- 
nefles,  and  prejudices  of  the  people*  they  arc  fo  foil- denying,  as  not  to  make  ufc 
of  them!  They  have  as  much  liberty  to  marry  a  filter  in  Chrifl*  that  may  be  toll¬ 
able  to  them,  as  any  other  men;  and  they*  upon  principles  of  reafon  and  divine 
revelation,  have  juft  claims  to  a  ctmfortablc  maintenance  of  then  delves  and  their 
families,  at  the  expence  of  the  people,  on  account  of  their  facred  employment  for 
the  good  of  their  fouls.  This  is  plainly  their  due  by  the  law  of  common  equity, 
as  in  their  religious  office  and  character,  they  arc  like  fotdiers  and  ihepherds,  and 
’labourers,  that  plant  and  four*  plow  and  thrdh  ;  as  atlo  by  the  antient  law  gf 
Gwl,  relating  to  the  ox,  which  trod  out  the  corn;  and  to  the  priests  amlLevites, 
who  attended  the  bniincfn  of  the  altar;  yea,  and  by  the  command  of Chrift  under 
the  New  Tcftamimt-difpenfation*  that  they,  who  preach  the  gofpel,  ihould  live 
ofthegofpd.  But  as  thefe  are  rights,  which,  on  prudential  con  (i  dr  rat  ions,  may 
he  waved,  what  an  honour  is  it  to  thofe  mi  flitters*  that  choofe  to  yield  them  up, 
when  thetr  own  circ  11m  fiances  admit  of  it,  and  the  edification  of  their  people  re¬ 
quires  it  !  how  much  better  is  it  to  porfne  the  great  ends  of  a  gofpel  miniftry  for 
faring  fouls*  and  becoming  all  things  to  all  men,  as  far  as  may  be  without  fio,  tor 
gaining  them  over  to  Chrril,  than  to  five  in  the  imdft  of  tafe  and  afllueucc  by  mean* 
of  their  liberality !  and  how  pJcafant  are  the  reflexions  of  a  fin  cere  Chriftian^ 
mind  on  his  abftairjng  from  feme  iu  (lances  of  a  liberty*  which  is  lawful  in  itfeif, 
when  the  nfoof  it  would  be  Humbling,  or  enfuaring  to  the  crmfcienccs  of  h-> 
brethren*  and  a  hindrance  to  their  edification  I  Only  Jet  him  always  remember 
that,  as  he  U  under  the  moral  ktw  toGhrift,  he  fhould  never  do  anything  finfisi, 
for  the  pleating  of  any  one  whatfoever*  lint,  O  what  faithfulnefs,  care,  and 
pains,  in  dependence  ou  divine  grace,  are  neccflary,  both  to  mmifters  and  peo¬ 
ple,  for  running,  and  fighting  in  their  ChriJtian  courfe  and  warfare,  according 
to  the  prcfcnbod  rules  of  the  word  of  God*  and  for  duly  governing  their  paf- 
fiuns  and  appetites*  tempera  and  conduct,  in  order  to  their  receiving  an  incoi- 
rnpliblc  crown  of  glory  l  And,  with  what  humble  and  holy  jtaloufy  over  theiii- 
felves,  ihould  they,  that  preach  to  other**  lake  heed  to  their  own  fouls,  and  l<i 
their  dofirmes  and  praftices;  that  neither  they  themfdves*  nor  their  labours  t*: 
disapproved,  Aod  rejected,  by  thtir  Judge,  in  the  great  day;  but  tlwt  they  may 
he  partakers  with  thoto*  whom  they  have  been  I  he  inltru  meats  of  converting,  ju 
all  the  faring  benefits  of  the  go  tod  ! 

NOTE, 

proft  fling  Chriftians,  anil  mint  firing  ftr*  rereiving  his  awful  adm^mtious  whtiouf 
tjms,  In  like  Cane  and  rfifjjcncc;  ami  parri*  fence,  urbtrJi  immediately  follow  at  dir  oc- 
culoiiy  to  pave  the  way  for  ihe  Cfriftibiartt  ginding  of  ihc  neat  chapter. 

CHAP* 
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CHAP*  X. 

The  apojlte*  returning  to  his  argument  about  things  offered  to  idols*  re¬ 
minds  the  Corinthians  of  the  great  privileges t  and  yet  terrible  over¬ 
throw  of  the  Ifraelites  in  the  wihUrnejs*  i,— *5.  Citations  them  a* 
gainft  all  idolatrous*  and  other  jinful  practices,  like  theirs*  kjh  they 
themfelves*  not  wit  branding  their  gofpet  privileges*  fbould  a! jo ,  fall 
under  GocEs  fore  dfpleafure*  J2-  Comforts  them  againjl  temp- 
t alums*  13-  Shews  that  partaking »  in  a  religious  way*  of  things 
offend  to  idols ,  was  incbufjtcnt  with  their  having  communion  with 
Chrifi  at  his  table*  14*— 2  2*  But  allows  of  eating  them*  as  common 
food  fold  in  the  market ,  or  at  a  civil  entertainment ;  provided  it  be 
with  a  fingle  eye  to  the  glory  of  God ,  and  without  offence  to  the  con¬ 
sciences  of  others *  23, --*3  3. 


Tf.iT* 

jVTOreover,  bre¬ 
thren  ,l\r  mi  M 
not  that  yc  fhotild 

be  ignorant,  how 

dm  all  our  fa¬ 
ther*  were  under 
the  clowl,  aiul  all 
pfcfti d  through 
the  ft* ; 


PARAPHRASE. 

VfOW,  to  return  to  your  queftion,  {chap,  vlil.)  a- 

’  bout  parts  king  of  idolatrous  feafls,  which,  I  per* 
ceive,  fome  would  perfuadc  you  may  be  done  without 
danger  of  incurring  God’s  difpleafure,  becaufe,  in  the 
greamels  of  his  favour,  he  has  made  you  his  church  and 
people,  ami  vifibly  taken  you  into  all  the  privileges  cf 
the  gofpel  ftate:  But  to  guard  you,  my  dear  brethren  in 
Chriitj  againft  fuch  3  prefumptuous  ihouglif,  I  would 

remind  you  of  God^s dealings  with  (be  chinch  of  lfraelf 
our  predict  llors  in  his  covenant,  and  the  natural  ancef* 
tors  of  thofe  of  us,  who  are  of  Jewijb  extract.  Ohfcnre, 
I  be  feed)  you,  what  high  privileges  God  favoured  them 
with,  as  his  peculiar  people  s' "When  he  delivered  them 
out  of  Egypt*  they  were  ail  under  the  protection,  guid¬ 
ance  and  refrefhment  of  the  cloud  of  glory,  that  emi* 
neat  fymbol  of  his  gracious  prefence,  which  fometimes 
fpread  like  a  canopy  over  (hem,  to  fereen  them  from 
the  piercing  beams  of  the  fun,  by  day,  {PfaL  cv*  39.) 
and  at  others,  was  mi raculou fly  formed  into  a  cloudy 
pillar,  which,  on  its  bright  fide,  gave  light  to  them  ; 
and,  on  its  dark  tide,  concealed  them  from  their  pur* 
firing  enemies,  by  night  j  ( Excd .  xiv.  19,  2C*)  and  they 
all,  to  a  man,  pafTcd  with  fafety  through  the  red  tea, 
as  on  dry  land,  while  the  waters  ftood  as  a  wall  on  cadi 
tide  of  them?  [PfzL  lam.  6 .  and  Ixxviii*  13*  and  ExmL 
xiv*  21*  22-)  but,  as  foon  as  they  reached  the  fhore, 
the  waters  returned  to  the  over  flowing  and  drowning 
the  Egyptians*  (llxod*  xiv*  27,  28.)  All  wliicii  was  ty¬ 
pical  of  the  fpiritual  light  and  protection,  comfort  and, 
fbJvation,  now  brought  in  to  the  people  of  God,  by  that 
redemption,  which  h  in  Chrift  Jefus ;  and  of  the  ever* 

G  2  lading 


joo  The  Firjl  EpijlU  to  tie  Corinthians  paraphfafed,  Ch.  J. 


%  Ami  were 
all  bipikzed  unui 
Mnfes  in 
clouds,  and  in 
ill*  Jha; 


5  And  did  all 
c*\  the  ft*ne  fpi- 
riluil  rata t : 


4  And  did  all 
dr'mk  the  firtn  e 
ffnrhua)  drLJt: 
(t^r  they  diank 
of  that  fpiriiojt 
totk  tlmt 

ed  diem ;  and 

tint 


lifting  deftruciion  of  them  that  know  not  God,  and  o* 
bey  not  the  gofpei  of  his  Son* 

2  And  all  the  church  of  Ifraely  both  young  and  old, 
male  and  female,  were  baptized  into  the  covenant, 
which  God  made  with  them  by  the  miniftry  of  Mofcs% 
their  leader;  and  to  were  brought  under  obligations  to 
believe,  and  obey  the  divine  law  of  that  typical  Medi¬ 
ator  and  deliverer*  by  their  puffing  under  the  cloud, 
which  hung  over  them  and  through  the  fea,  whofc 
waters  ftood  in  heaps  on  their  right  hand*  and  on  their 
left*  which  wa$  typical  of  chriEtian  baptifmj  whereby 
we  and  our  children  are  fifthly  and  folemnly  initiated 
in  God’s  covenant,  devoted  to  him,  and  engaged  to  be  his* 

3  And  when  they  came  into  the  wildernefs,  they  ill 
partook  of  one  and  the  fame  food,  even  of  the  Marma^ 
which  fell  round  about  their  tents ;  and  which,  in  its 
fignification,  was,  in  a  manner,  the  fame  to  them  and 
us  *  and  to  may  be  called  fpi ritual  meat,  not  only  is  it 
came  down  from  the  clouds  of  heaven,  by  the  miniftry 
of  angels;  but  as  it  was  primarily  typical  of  Chrifl,  and 
his  fpiritua)  benefits,  and  of  feeding  by  faith  on  him, 
for  the  tiouritoment  of  our  fouls  to  eternal  life;  {John 
vi*  32,  &c.)  and  vrasfecQTuhirify  typical  of  ourfacramen* 
tally  eating  bread  at  the  Lord's  table,  in  commemora¬ 
tion  of  bis  broken  body. 

4  They  like  wife  all  drank  of  one  and  the  fame  wa¬ 

ter,  which  was  miraculoufly  provided  for  them,  when 
they  were  reduced  to  the  greatest  extremity  of  drought; 
{Exod.  xvii.'6.  and  Numb*  xx*  (i,J  and  which  may  be 
called  the  fame  fpmtuai  drink,  in  its  fignification,  to 
them  and  us,  as  it  had  a  typical  reference  primarily  to 
gofpel  benefits  by  Jcfus  Cbrift,  which  are  reprefcnted 
as  the  living  waters,  that  he  gives  to  them  who  believe 
in  him;  {John  iv,  io,  14.  and  vii.  37, — 39  )  and fiem* 
darily  to  the  cup  in  the  Lord's  topper,  which  is  drank 
in  commemoration  of  his  blood  toed;  for  they  drank  t?f 
the  waters  that  go  toed  out  of  the  rock  at  Hereby  which 
was  fmirten  by  the  rod  of  Mojisf  their  lawgiver,  and 
ran  in  dry  places  like  a  river,  {Pfah  cv.  41.)  and  accom¬ 
panied  them  (  }  for  their  relief,  in  their  feve* 

veral  journeyiugs  for  many  years  through  the  wilder- 


H  o 

*  Tiis  pr-bihk,  fay*  EjHm,  t!?3t  they 

>*■ ijtrtitklctf  and  there,  with  drop*  uf 
viter  fr*rai  the  irat  whkh  ftood  upright  on 
htifk  lldts,  ss  they  almig,  and  from 

the  elo:id  that  w*s  fprvari  over  them;  by 
is'hicb  rhe  farrv^rrit  of  bjptifm  might  Ik 
tfcc  roTf  tTidcfiti';  ii^niflrd,  VU-  Ejl,  in 
i  c;  Ard  if  :r  he  flippoftd,  that  here  i;  any 
Muboj:  tj  die  Afcecf  baptifiro,  one  mold 


T  E- 

thinh  it  refers  father  to  an  adroinifl  rtf  tan  of 
it  by  fpHttkliflg,  than  by  imiPtfCon }  Gncc 
the  EjQtpiiftJtit  that  were  drovnei  is  the  fe»r 
were  baptized  by  the  wicrt  covering  them , 
rather  chan  the  Ifrttfitcii  that  went  on  day 
Undi  and  could  be  iui  other  way  wafhed  than 
with  drops  that  might  fall  from  the  cloud 
and  the  tUftuog?  of  the  waves. 


Ch.  x. 


IOE 


The  FUJI  Epiflle  to  the  Corinthians  poraphraped. 


tft«  rock  was 

U:i  ilt ; ) 


S  Hit  with  ma¬ 
ny  of  them  Qod 
well  pic?- 
r*\  i  :qt  th^“y  were 

iL»rc:r  thrown  in 
the  uilderseft. 


€  No ’sc  there 

were  our 

eventide*.  to  the 

■.  r 

i.'Jcnt  we  IhotiM 
loit  after  evil 
things 


nefs:  And  that  rock  prefigured  and  fignfStJ  Chrift, 
the  rock  of  ages  *,  who  was  indeed  himfe!f  all  along 
gracioufly  prefen t  with  them,  in  his  divine  nature,  and 
vifible  emblems,  for  their  refreshment  and  fupph:;  and 
who  has  now  been  (mitten  in  his  human  nature,  by  che 
rod  efthe  taw,  in  the  hand  ofjuftice,  when  he  hireoztr 
fins  in  his  ovtn  Body  on  the  treey  ami  opened  a  fountain 
for  Jn  and  undeannefs  in  his  blood,  by  whojc  firipes  we 
are  healed.  (Ifa*  liii.  y.  Zech.  xtii.  i,  7*  and  1  Pet*  ii. 

240 

y  But  norwithftanding  all  thefe  peculiar  and  glorious 
privileges  of  an  external  nature,  which  every  one  of 
them  were  favoured  with,  as  God's  vifibie  church,  there 
were  v.di  multitudes  of  them,  with  whom  he  w^y  high* 
ly  c (Fended  by  their  unbelief,  idolatry,  murmuring,  and 
oilier  provocations:  For  as,  on  thefe  accounts,  he  /wore 
in  his  vsrathi  that  tlsey  fbould  not  enter  into  kis  refit 
(FfaL  xcv*  ir.)  fo  the  whole  of  that  generation,  from 
twenty  years  old  ami  upwards,  except  Jo/haa  anA  Calebs 
(Numb*  xiv*  aS,  29,  compared  with  chap.xxvu  641  65.) 
were  in  his  righteous  judgment,  by  oik:  meins  or  oilier, 
cut  off  in  the  wildernefs;  and  many  of  them  fell  fliort 
of  the  heavenly  inheritance,  as  well  as  of  the  promifed 
hind,  its  type;  though  Mofes  and  and  others  of 

them  were  eternally  fav<'d, 

6  Now  thefe  things  came  to  pafs,  and  were  recorded, 
as  figures  (,s,TC*)  of  what  is  to  be  expert d  in  like  cafes \ 
and  as  examples  of  fin  and  punifhment  in  that  profef- 
fing  people,  for  a  caution  and  warning  to  us,  who  fuc- 
ceed  them  in  their  vifible  church  (fate,  and  covenant 
privileges,  that  we  might  not  imagine  ourfrlves  to  he 
fccure  from  like  puniflimeius,  if  wc  be  guilty  of  like 
crimes;  and  particularly,  that  we  might  take  heed  of 
indulging  fenGtive  appetites  to  any  excefs,  or  of  cover¬ 
ing  lueh  things,  as  arc  unlawful  to  us,  like  that  of  the 


NOTE 


#  Dr  Sbwkfiri  thiuks,  that  ihc  ajroolc 
here  fjjeak*,  not  of  the  ri.fk  at  forth,  hot 
of  C'-jlJl,  who,  though  in  vifible,  was  the 
jhirhuU  thpport  of  the  Ijrctliitt  fJ  the  utl* 
ticredi:  :  The  lock  at  forth,  flru^k.  by  the 
rod  of  j  ftut  fwtli  waters;  hot  ifrthc* 
nefit  was  owing,  not  to  the  rock  bet  10 
Clirirt,  who  was  the  fyirhufll  and  iirnfible 
rock  of  his  ptopte,  who  by  his  poircr  gave 
there  this  fupply  ;  and  who'C  rrcfcnce  w-s 
with  them,  not  « this  ti.neonly,  but  in  *11 
thrr  journeying**  See  hi*  Conned.  Vul* 
pa.£.  i4t  i  j,  1  have  taken  this  thought 
mio  the  parsphtiifc,  rhough  not,  wjtli  him, 
toihecxcLiiflon  of  the  other  fcafe  which  t 
ihhik  if  ftiffii’ U: n rly  iopported  hv  Bf&d  xvn, 

p*  and  PfaL  cv*  41,  iuul  iscuAiy  uconeUsd 


eating 

with  \-Ufts*<  fliit'kin**  the  rock  a  i«nnd  tints 
in  a  00 'her  jthre,  for  1  f-Wh  faji  ;)l]f  of 
uateis,  afoot  jb’yeai'ni  uuorw;;«'d<,  ExtiL 
xvu,  6.  7.  corn  faired  wi:h  xx.  ti, 

13,  (See  Uriixrfiti  hlfh  Vol.  i»  yap.  fit*) 
For  at  that  mtii;,  GoJ  mi^ht  order  the  wa¬ 
ters  to  hiil  for  furl  her  nbl;  or  tHdr 

former  e[;c;tsT>j'm^nrs  be  in  kM-cr 

ptonud^  in  'eiiidi  the  iron's  fvom  the  Irrft 
rock  Tni^'il  flow  after  tlimi  ;  i>m  their  pre- 
Icut  ihi'inr.  m hti  in  ^n*n  A  too  high  for 
tl^e  fo  afeend  in  tlu;:r  natural  Coune* 

For  the  Jolidon  of  rhU  and  of  another  dif¬ 
ficulty  (if  U  he  one)  Ukuui  from  their,  lo-m 

af:er  tMh  hill  mirade,  hnyiny  waUT  of  rhs 
rrfotniftiy  a+ul wed?*  Sci;  Mr*  Jy* 

w-^iks,  Vi?k  i*  p,  7-' 7. 


ioi  7 he  Fsrjl  Epijik  to  the  Corinthians  parapbrafcd.  Cb. 


things,  as  tf^y 
aho  Jutted. 


7  Nritltor  oc  ye 

liloi.iters,  us  :ic 
foir*e  £'i' ti.'j/n;  as 
K  is  ti  n  t  (h? 
j te  fj  t  rLtnr  11 
v>  at  and  i)rh*i;, 
s:>fi  rote  Up  to 


TI  Neither  kt 
v;  iiLWimic  tWni- 
cat  ton,  a*  fomc  of 

them  conimiiicil, 
and  tell  i"  oijcday 
tit;  ft;  atx  y 

LSi-msacd* 


eating  of  meat  offered  to  idols,  while  it  would  be  to  the 

wounding  and  ftumhiing  of  weak  continences,  [chap,  viii* 
J2j  13*)  and  while  providence  affords  u 5  other  wholefome 
food ;  even  as  the  Ifraetitesf  not  contented  with  the 
A/ anna*  which  God  had  provided  for  them,  finfully  and 
impatiently  AttweAjlefh  to  eat}  and  thefifhy  the  garlicky 
and  onions  of  Egypt-  [Numb,  xi*  4,  5,  6.)  Let  us  take 
heed  cf  every  thing  of  this  nature,  left  th *  wrath  of  the 
Lord'/lculd  It  kindled  againjt  uj,  and  one  way  or  other 
fnitc  us,  us  it  did  them,  while  the  meat  was  yet  in  their 
mouths*  (Numb-  xi*  33,  and  Ptiil-  Ixxviii.  30,  31.) 

7  Nor  let  any  of  you  go  into  idolatrous  practices 7  as 
fomc  of  them  did,  in  an  aftonifimig  manner,  according 
to  what  is  written  concerning  them,  faying,  (Exod*  xxxii* 
6,  19,)  the  people  fat  down  to  eat  and  to  drink  in  their 
fcafting  on  their  facrifices,  which  they  had  offered  to 
the  golden  calf,  as  fomc  do  nowa-days  on  idol  faerifices 
in  idol  temples;  and  then  they  rofe  Ufa  and  danced  be¬ 
fore  it  y  to  exprefs  tbeir  homage  and  joy,  according  to 
the  idolatrous  rites  of  the  heathen  in  worftripping  their 
{a[ic  gods.  Take  heed  of  fymbolizing  with  that  people* 
in  partaking  of  idolatrous  feafts,  with  a  continence  of 
the  idol*  or  in  its  temple  in  honour  to  it;  (chap*  viit. 
7*  1®,)  left  33  the  wrath  of  the  Lord ,  waxed  hot  againfl 
them ,  and  there  fell  of  them  that  <!ayy  about  three  thou* 
jaud  men;  (Exod,  xxxii.  10,  28*)  ti>  God  IliouLd  vifit 
you  with  fome  awful  judgment* 

8  Nor  let  any  of  us  be  guilty  of  the  abominable  fin 
of  unclean  nefs  in  any  form  whatfoever,  which  fome  of 
them  afterwards  committed  with  the  daughters  of  Moah^ 
according  to  the  fikhieft  cuftom  of  the  heathens,  at 
fome  of  their  religious  feafts,  in  honour  of  their  idols; 
and  fo  highly  iucerifed  was  the  indignation  of  the  holy 
and  jealous  God  ngainft  them  for  thefe,  both  corporal 
and  fpirirual  whoredoms,  that  three  and  twenty  thou- 
tiind  of  them  were  {lain  in  one  day,  by  his  immediate 
hand,  betides  another  thoufand,  that  were  executed  by 

the  judges  for  that  fin,  which  made  the  whole  number 
of  thorn  twenty  and  four  thousand,  [Numb  xxv*  I, — 9  ) 
Let  us  take  heed  then  of  every  kind  and  degree  of  lewd- 
nefs  **  for  which  Corinth  cfpccially  is  fo  infamous*  and 

to 


NOTE* 


*  At  35  St  rah  tr'k  as,  (/.&.  it- 

{zp*  id. J  there  w.w  *  rcmple  ilniicaicd  to 
J'etws,  w\ih  a!  a  pncfltfe,  ait 

ft'urcpcit,  k ! .visdnj.* ;  it,  Haicc 

the  Uticfia'  !fi  jmofijf  thcaj,  if 

a?'y  protefiirttf  ChrMt^ns  were  Jcfjletl  with 

t  -\:1  :l\  v.  hi  js  &rpzrni  whore- 

v  io  wja  Ll.a' ,  uhteU  ^/jwfJcorxiiU- 


ted  with  the  cTanphtf  nt  of  thtirfdrt* 

upi>n  U-c  liter  tifi  re*.  l  have  therefore 
proper  to  keep  up  a  hint  ef  frhk  in  t!ie  [tin* 
phrafr;  though,  j&  the  idobtry  rf  ChrtUiaa*, 

ithsrh  h  Tpintual  arfukirr,  ws?  ipokcii  of  r;i 

the  foregoing  verfr,  f  k.re 

relate  pruieipil’y  n>  t\vjt  tin  ififit, 

which  fo  abouMdeJ  C^ri^rM  md  tu*  frach 


Ch.  i. 


p  Naihcr  let 

g%  ChrUl, 

:  ■;  iomc  of  them 
>'£i  tempted*  and 
v.  ere  defrayed  ot 

i.rptiJti. 


I*  Neither  m  tTr- 

ri  hL‘  vc  us  fc*me 
# 

or  (V  n;  Jlo  fsnrr* 
rrartJ .  werfc 
dffr‘>)  .*i  *if  the 
(kitr^vex. 
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to  which  h  has  ft>  many  temptations;  left  for  that*  as 

well  as  for  fpirkual  fornications  in'paykig  religious  ho¬ 
nours  to  falfe  Gods*  we  come  under  Jikr  iVveie  rebukes 
with  that  people  of  old :  lor  whoremonger  j  *-jW  adult  e* 
rers  God  iviUjudgCy  let  their  prof<iflk>n,  external  privi¬ 
lege,  and  relation  to  him,  be  what  they  will.  {neb* 
lin*  4*) 

9  Nor  let  any  of  us  diftiuft  the  power,  fairhftdiiefs, 
and  grace  of  Chrift,  to  help  us  under  our  difficulties 

difeouragemems,  and  dangers;  nor,  by  one  and  ano¬ 
ther  provocation,  try  his  patience  and  forbearance  fo- 
watds  us,  (-**«$■  Mu)  cren  as  fame  of  them,  when  thej 
were  much  difeouraged  becanje  of  the  turfy,  (Numb*  xxi* 
4,)  difbelieved  his  care  and  kiftHnefs,  and  tempted, 
provoked,  and  fpakc  again  ft  him,  who  is  the  mofl  high 
God,  and  the  nngei  of  the  covenant  that  was  with 
them  to  conduct  and  lead  them  through  thedefarr,  far¬ 
ing,  Can  God  funtifb  a  table  in  the  Wildcmcfi  ?  f/y.iA 
Ixxviih  ty,  18,  19*  compare*!  with  fixed.  xJciti*  20, 
ar*  and  fee  the  note  on  AtU  vii.  38.}  And  for  this 
their  Gnful  diftruft  of  him  and  provoking  behaviour  to¬ 
wards  him,  who  had  given  them  gracious  promifts,  and 
fignnl  proofs  of  his  power  and  goodnefs,  they  were 
grievuufly  bitten,  anti  many  of  them  morrally  wounded 
by  the  fiery  ferpents,  which  he  tent  to  deflrny  them, 
(AWiA*  xiei.  5,  &*}  Let  us  guard  again  ft  the  like  un- 

belief  ami  provocations.  It il  he  leave  us  ro  the  power 
of  that  otJ/erpent  called  the  devilf  (Rev,  xik  9,) 

10  Nor  let  any  of  you  be  difutisfn d,  repine,  and 
complain  at  any  of  God's  ways  and  difpenfations,  nor 
at  any  ftiffcrings  for  the  fake  of  Chrift  and  ruflraints 
from  fenfitive  appetites,  which  ye  are  called  10 ;  nor 
yet  murmur,  through  the  kiftkrarion  of  others,  again  ft 
us,  the  apoltks  of  Chrift,  on  account  of  what  we  de¬ 
liver  from  him,  which  is,  in  effect,  murmuring  a* 
gainfl  Chrift  himfclf,  wbofc  fervams  we  arc ;  as  the 
J/raclites  murmured,  in  a  provoking  manner,  at  God*s 
dealings  with  them,  and  agaiiift  Mofrs  and  ,faren>  which 
lie  called  murmuring  againil  himft  !f}  when  the  fpics 
brought  an  evil  report  on  the  land,  and  when  Corah 
and  his  company  gathered  thcmlVIvcs  againft  thole  bis 
fervanrs ;  and,  for  their  difconieuted  temper  and  car¬ 
riage,  many  of  ther.t  were  cut  olT  by  the  immediate 
hand  of  God,  or  Jby  a  deftroying  angel.  {Numb.  xiv. 
and  xvk  Chapters-)  Have  a  caie  01  giving  way  to 

inch 


N  C 

continued  to  infett  fome  of  the  members  c 
tbc  church  there,  as  appear,  from  what  it 


T  It. 

a  pot  tic  /uy^  \1:  tm,  rf;*.  v.  rr.ai:*1& 

tV,  xil.  Hm 


rc4  The  Ftr/l  Epijtle  to  the  Cotunthians  paraphrased,  Ch.  x. 


T  I  Koiv  all  tlicfe 
happened 

limn  rflcmjorcii- 

Jitmpk-s;  and  they 
written  Jor 
our  ad.^oiririuti, 
upon  wlioin  the 
ends  of  ihc  world 

ujioc* 


ia  Wherefore, 

fff  Jlim  that 
fhmkcilih::  fbnil- 
cth,  t;jkc  heed 

felt  he  kll. 


r  \  There  hrdh 
*»o  temptation  u- 
k'U  >*■-,  1  ■  ur  lui-h 

rtii  i*  fon:j'r'!i  jf> 

rnanr  but  i< 
i&itbiul 


fucti  a  grumbling  rebellious  fpirit;  left  Got!  alfo  vifit 
you  with  Tome  dcfolattng  judgment. 

n  Now  all  thelk  things,  relating  to  the  fins  and 
puniibrntrnts  of  God's  ancient  profiling  people,  that 
w^re  to  highly  favoured  of  him*  bcfcl  them,  (as  I  have 
find,  ver +  6*  and  now  repeat  it*  the  more  deeply  to 
imprefs  your  minds)  as  types  and  patterns  cf  what  we 
are  to  expect*  under  our  gofpel  privileges,  if  wc  follow 
their  example  in  (inning  again  ft  God}  and  they  are  left 
on  record,  and  handed  down  in  the  facrcd  writings  to 
us  for  our  caution*  who  live  at  the  elofc  cf  :h 
age  ■,  and  under  the  laft  difpenfation  of  grace  which 
God  dtfigns  for  the  church  in  this  world,  that  we  may 
take  warning  from  them,  fb  as  to  avoid  their  fin,  ami 
eicape  fhvir  punuhmenr* 

12  The  im pi oveinem  therefore  which  ought  to  be 

made  of  all  this  is,  that  the  fclf-opiniared  profcflbrwho 
becaufe  of  his  light  and  external  privileges,  prefump- 
tuoufly  imagines  that  he  Hands  fafe  in  the  liberty  of 
the  got  pel,  and  is  in  no  danger  of  finning  fo  as  to  pro* 
volte  divine  wrath  a  gain  it  him,  ihould  fee  to  It  (£**««!} 
that  he  don't  deceive  his  own  foul,  by  fancying  bimfclf 
to  be  what  he  is  not}  and  every  one  fbould  be  watch¬ 
ful  and  prayerful,  and  ufe  all  means  of  God's  appoint¬ 
ment,  in  an  humble  dependance  on  his  grace,  to  pre¬ 
vent  biickflidiitgs  and  apoitacies }  left,  notwithftanding 
ail  his  high  pretences  and  vain  confidences,  he  fall  into 
i:n  and  ruin*  as  the  Ifraeiitcs  did  of  old. 

■■  j-  ■ p 

n  13 ut  for  the  encouragmcnc  of  the  humble  and 
faithful  among  you,  who  are  diffident  of  themfelves, 
and  place  their  entire  trull  in  Ghrift,  and  in  the  grace 
of  God  thro*  him,  for  prefer vaiion  in  the  way  of  their 
duty  Let  it  be  remembered  by  fucb  of  you,  that  hi¬ 
therto 


N  o 

*  The  yi'vf  i hi  time  oftr,?  wood’s 

h‘\n  :^u  ;  the  fiirft,  hfire 
lhtr  U#  ;  live  r*f*iUr  ihe  Jaw,  ard  ihe 

H  jj-il,  tfffcr ihc  i.v.v ;  ?nd  thea^:  under  the 
wh  ch  wz*  thv  i  !3"va’!u>ii  *>i  rhe 

was  juft  t^cn  eapiivd,  at,d  il:e  .t£C  of- 
it-r  ths  la\\\  und*r  tiir  Art  iTiah*  whi?h  was 
the  kit  -sjfc  at  lb-;  whole  world,  hud  then 
fonsamiri-d,  *.-v  eeds  «/’ e*r:t  (ra  r ix»  r«>  a* 
tn.it)  sr,av  rvft,  -£i  k-t.h  the  ixpiratiort  ofrii- 
vine  <1 ;  fj ki] k ■  Urns  under  i  he  ■  *eo  ytrw:p  agr*, 
ik'A  |IjO  intrrhki&nn  nj  the,  third  and  Jali,  US 
fbe  ronclu'Upjr  period,  thet  fhrtric!  abide  tii 

the  er.d  oJ  thcvtfirM-  l)r,  fFhifb/t  no.es. 

+  li  appr-'t*  to  (Btj  that  l!ia  in 

*  r 1 1 s  vcrtl  T  fj ,  k  s  C f  Tit :  c r > ,  in  071 

ft  k>n  to  iho&,  wl:trm  had  oi  ialV 

{vt^  li.;  10 


T  K  S. 

thrives  and  others,  or  only  tbiul-eg  lial  ihf 
ft*hi ;  For  whac  he  here  fays  abou*  ihtfaitb- 
fiihuji  of  God,  in  itQt  jtrferrn^  theta  tv  he 
Jjmjited  ateve  that  they  ti *trt  ahiet  could 
»ot  rdate  tn  fitch  rrotraber^rf  the  chuidi  sr 
Cvrirtb,  its,  being  uuty  fdfroi,^dc:it  ptcifcf* 
fore,  either  had  already  or  ucre  ^ 

dnpEerof  tallin?,  to  their  own  fkrhoAioti, 
Hut  were  he  ulfo  Aippoled  tA  give  the  fore* 
goUjj  Caution  to  (tut:  hellcvers,  tlirir 
need  frjl  thy  f*it,  Le  omndered  ai  a 

needful  guard  aguiaft  fpiriiuaf  pride  and 
cjrekHhris  in  them,  and  proper  ami  ap¬ 
pointed  means,  by  which  (Sod  in  faithfolnci's 
fulfils  his  gracious  ptomifes  of  nu 
them  to  be  tempted  a  fair?  iKit  tJu'y  are  aklcf 
rr  it  may  only  inliiiiiiEe  that,  unleft  they 

LhouM  lake  heed  iu  ihrir  ib.ncir^,  they  might 

hn 
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who  will  therto  no  trials  of  any  kind,  whether  in  a  way  of  af* 
ii.i  jjirtir  to  and  tribulation  from  the  hard  of  God,  or  men 

be  tempted  above  ,  -  .  .  -  ,  ,  / 

r.^ye  are  able;  or  m  a  way  of  inducement  to  fin,  through  the  power 
but  wiiw-fch  the  of  remaining  corruption,  or  of  Satan  and  this  evil  world 

•n-k^wa  toe-  have  ever  come  upon  you,  beyond  what  are  incident  to 
sort,  that  y?  human  nature,  and  ufually  be  fa  l  mankind  ;  and  are  to 
Miiv  u  ilk  to  be  expected  in  this  prefent  imperfect  ftate  \  and  may  be 
^  IU  bore  and  vanquished,  through  divine  affiftacce,  by  the 

holy  fortitude  and  refolutkm  of  even  mortal  men;  And 
(*?)  ye  may  be  well  aflurtd,  for  time  to  come,  that,  as 
God  has  made  many  great  and  precious  promifes  of  all 
feafonable  fopports  and  aids  to  bis  people,  he  is  ua- 
changeable  in  his  truth  and  faithfulnefr,  to  perform 
them  to  every  one  of  you,  that  put  your  trull  in  him  ; 
who,  in  the  wife  and  holy  difpofals  of  his  providence 
and  grace,  will  not  permit  you  to  be  exercifed  in  any 
trials  beyond  yeur  itrength,  which  fh all  be  fither  pro¬ 
portioned  to  them,  or  they  to  it :  But  as  he  knows  your 
infirmity,  and  bow  difficult  it  would  be  for  you  to  be 
always  burthen ed  with  them,  whenever  he  fuffers  them 
to  befet  you,  he  wilt  gracioufly  open  a  way  of  your  de¬ 
liverance,  in  due  time,  from  them,  or  from  falling  in¬ 
to  fm  and  deftrutUon  by  them,  that  ye  may  not  be  tir¬ 
ed  out,  si:d  overcome  through  their  long  continuance) 
nor  faint  under  them  ;  but  may  be  enabled  to  hold  on 
your  way,  and  hold  on  your  way,  aud  hold  out  to  the 
end,  when  the  Lord  will  deliver  you  out  of  them  all. 
[PfaL  arxjciv,  ip*) 

rh  ere  fore  1 4  Therefore,  my  dearly  beloved  friends  and  bre- 
inwlwlv  bdoT-  thren,  awed  by  thefe  dreadful  examples  on  one  band, 
c if,  fk-c from  iuo-  and  encouraged  by  hopes  of  all  needful  afliftances  on 

the  other,  flee  with  the  uimoft  refolution,  fpecd,  and 
vigour,  to  the  farcheft  diftauce  polTible,  as  from  every 
■other  fin,  fo  in  a  fpecial  manner  from  idolatry  ;  avoid 
it  as  ye  would  the  plague  \  and  fhuo  all  approaches  to 
this  deferable  iniquity,  and  alloc  cations  and  appearan¬ 
ces  of  it,  that  ye  may  have  nothing  to'  do  with  it,  in 
any  form  whatsoever ;  and  particularly,  not  in  partak* 
ing  of  Pagan-feajls  upon  their  fiicrifices  in  their  idol 
temples,  which  1  have  been  cautioning  you  again  ft, 
{chap*  viii,)  and  now,  refuming  the  argument,  fhall 
further  explain  and  inforce  upon  you* 

*sfrp«kaito  15  What  I  have  delivered,  and  am  now  going 
wiw  mm:  juojje  to  add  upon  this  bead,  is  propofed  to  you  as  men,  who 

**  value  yourfelves  upon  your  funerior  knowledge  and 

learning 


note. 

fA\\  tv  fach  a  decree*  as  would  a  waken  G oil's  perdition  s  as  was  the  cafe  with  many  of  the 
Jijplcalbrc  AgainiT  them  in  fomt  wav  of  his  th^t  finned,  ami  fell  in  the  wilder* 

»*iul  judgment  {U'jtgh  not  to  ihvir  cured  ttriV,  tisough  they  got  fate  to  httvea. 


y:  what  I 


The  cop  of 
tlciTing  which  ve 
biers,  Is  it  not  ihc 
com  m  union  o  ft  he 
blood  of  Uirift? 
The  bread  which 

we  break j  is  it 
not  the  communi¬ 
on  of  the  body  of 
'  > 


17  Forvve  be- 

iaj  many  arc  one 
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learning  *  ;  and  as  men,  who  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  are 
act)  it  aimed  with  the  principles  of  the  Chriltian  religion  ; 
yea,  and  as  men,  who  I  charitably  believe  are,  many 
of  you  at  leaf! |  endued  with  fpt ritual  wifdom  and  un¬ 
der  Handing  :  I  therefore  appeal  to  your  own  reafon  and 
confcience,  as  knowing  men ;  and  defire  yon  to  conf* 
der  the  weight  and  force  of  the  following  arguments 
16  When  wc  communicate  in  the  Lord's  fupp^r, 
which  is  a  religious  ft  a  ft  upon  the  faciifice  of  ChtiH; 
and  therein  drink  of  the  cup  of  wine,  which 
his  blood,  {Natth.  xxvi.  27*  28,  29-)  ami  may  fW;,T 
bewailed  the  cup  of  blefiin^,  which  \vfi9  who  min  I- 

fter  that  ordinance,  bids  | ;  Is  not  what  ths  commune 
cams  do,  in  drinking  the  wine  of  this  cup,  an  oprji 
profeflion,  token,  and  means  of  their  holy  fellowship 
with  ChrUt,  in  the  virtue  and  benefits  of  his  precic^-i 
blood,  which  was  flicd  fur  the  rcmifTion  of  their  fii^  c 
And  is  it  not  a  public  acknowledgment  of  their  obliga¬ 
tion,  and  of  their  purpofe,  by  his  grace  to  yield  them* 
felvcs  up,  in  a  way  of  obedience,  to  him,  and  to  God 
through  him,  as  a  people  in  covenant  and  in  Hate  of 
friendihtp  with  him?  In  partaking  alfo  of  the  other 
fymbolical  element,. to  wit,  the  breads  a  loaf  or  cake  of 
which  we,  the  mmiftring  fervants  of  Chritt,  break  in¬ 
to  federal  pieces,  in  order  to  its  being  diltributed  and 
eaten  ;  Is  nor  our  feeding  on  this,  which  Hill  continues 
to  be  in  its  own  fubftance  bread ,  (S^e  the  notes  on  Luke 
xxit.  19,  zo.)  a  vifible  fign  and.  means  of  our  having 
fpiritual  communion  with  Chrift  in  his  broken  body, 
which  is  reprefented  by  it,  as  he  was  wounded  Ji,r  our 
tranfgreffk-ns  ?  (Ifu*  liii-  5.)  And  is  not  this  a  tell  and 
bond  of  unfeigned  devotednefs  to  him,  and  to  the  fa¬ 
ther  through  him  l  Ye  very  well  know  that  all  this  is 
the  avowed  defign  of  our  religious  eatieg  and  diinfeing 
at  his  table,  in  which  we  alfo  have  a  profefled  commu¬ 
nion  one  with  another  in  our  communion  with  Chrift? 

(7  For  as  the  bread  taken  and  eaten  in  that  ordinance 
IS  of  one  loaf,  or  one  fort  of  fublbuce,  broken  for  us 
all,  and  is  made  up  of  many  grains  of  corn,  which  a: ; 

grout:! 

NOTES. 


*  By  the  apollU  fbtms  mo  ft  dt~ 

it&ly  to  mean  the  rahe  trackers,  and  their 
adherents,  that  were  m  ^.VJIy  conceited  of 
their  own  trifdom  ;  and  yet,  ns  he  appeals 
lo  the  judgment  of  the  whole  church,  in 
what  he  wu*  faying,  wc  may  m  (bn  3  My  flip- 
pole  him  to  include  thoJ*(  rhnt  imderfiowj 
the  do^nntf  of  Chrift,  and  (h*L  dut  were 
made  wiie  to  laU'aifnn, 

t  The  Ck pGfbU'fJitigt  t ahlch  we  */f,  tn:iy 

fle  lo  tailed,  became  according  to  the 


lion  and  example  af  CkrLft,  his  ferrawt* 
kmnly  Jet  it  apart,  f*r  faertd  life  hv 
giving  and  prayer,  l>e£  $  div*ne  tJ'-!?.':  i 

upon  k,  for  ihe  fpiritiiil  hsiKlic  cf  the  n- 
edverj  and  heebie  they  u?ko  partake  *?:  i\ 
v:  ih  faith,  and  other  (triable  gr3£*it 
Up  r heir  joyful  hkiCfig,  and  t  \r/. ; 

to  God  for  a  criit  iiwd  (Thrift,  and  f-'r 
the  great  aud  gl<>riouj  dd=r^a::ots  -A- 
which  he,  :rf  his  l^r!.nitire 
love,  haspurch^il  lor  Uy  bLi 


Ch.  x.  The  Firft  Epijlle  to  tie  CORINTHIANS  paraphrased.  T07 


brad,  and  one 
My :  for  we  are 

partite*  of 

that  one  bread* 


ground*  and  moulded  into  one  tump ;  fo  It  Intimates 
that  we*  the  members  of  the  vifible  qhurch*  which 
coniifts  of  many  individual  Chrifti.ms,  are  hereby  in- a 
fymbolical  manner  confidered  as*  and  own  ourfelvesto 
be*  united  together,  by  faith*  and  love,  into  one  holy 
lump  in  conformity  to  Chrift*  audintoone  myftical  bo¬ 
dy  of  which  he  is  the  head  f:  For  we  are  all  partakers 
of  that  one  loaf  or  fubftauce*  which  fignifies  Chrift  the 
bread  of  life*  who  came  down  from  heaven  *  {John  ri. 
51)  and  fo  we  have  fellnwlhlp  one  with  another  in  our 
communion  with  bim  :  (The  like  may  be  faid  of  our 
drinking  of  the  wine,  which  is  made  of  the  juices  of 
many  grapes,  and  fignifies  the  blood  of  Chrift.)  And 
when  thefc  facramental  elements  are  received  with 


faith  in  the  object*  re  prefen  ted  by  them*  we  have  fpi- 
ritual  and  faving  emmunion  with  Chrift,  and  commu¬ 
nications  of  biddings  from  him*  in  virtue  of  his  aton¬ 
ing  facrifice. 

is  Behold  T(Vn-  ,g  Obferve  like  wife  how  the  matter  ftands  with  re- 

src^'nJt*  ^tfccy  fpe&  to  the  religious  feaft  on  the  peace  offering*  which 
uSiicK  « %  nf  the  the  Ifraelitesy  that  were  drcumcifed  in  the  flefli,  were 
ftcrifico  p*rt».  admitted  to  eat  of;  {Lev.  vii.  15.)  and  which  the  car- 
■■.not  t  e  *r.  naj  Jews,  that  reft  in  ceremonial  and  bodily  fer vices* 

continue  to  do  at  this  day  :  When  they  feaft  upon  the 
remainder  of  thofe  facri  fices,  which  were  offered  upon 
the  altar*  do  they  not  thereby  profefs  and  own,  that 
they  have  communion  with*  and  pay  their  devotions  to 
that  God*  to  whom  thofe  meats  have  been  confecrated; 
and  that  they  have  joint  fclJowfhip  with  him  in  the  fa- 
crifices,  as  offered  on  the  altar  for  them  ;  he  having 
one  iliurc  of  ir,  and  they  another  ? 

19  Now  to  apply  thefe  thoughts  to  the  point  in  hand, 
ihm?  ttat'thci-  what  is  my  meaning  in  alledging  tbefeinftances?  Do  K 
dot  is  any  thing,  hereby  intimate,  in  contra di&ion  to  what  I  have  faid 
°!‘r.thjt.  ■*“*“  before,  {chap.  viit.  4.)  that  there  is  any  thing  of  divinity 
r *  u  i*  *4  in  the  nominal  Gods  of  the  heathen  ?  Or  that  meats  be- 
ihinj?  ing  offered  in  Eicrifice  to  them,  or  to  their  images, 

makes  any  alteration  in  thefe  meats,  themfelves  *  fo  as 
to  render  them  unfit  in  their  own  nature*  for  the  food 
of  man,  or  as  to  defile  him*  who  eats  them  in  circuit)- 
fiances  that  do  not  fignify  his  partaking  of  them  as  fa - 

crijited 
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J-  Theft  words  (cu  ai  tv  m  z\  tlie  ) .'.ru  ■  Srpper,  as  Chrift  broke  the 

may,  a,  leatral  h:vc  obftvvid,  breed,  a:  ibc  firti  itilti-.ut bir, of thai ordinance, 
be  more  jnftl*  and  orderly  iredcird,  fe.-ja*  *nd  =r,  the  Jean  were  «'onr  to  do  at  their  paf- 
tie  bread  i hdng  mmj*  tiw  l  *  (iivcr,  ufifch  ihews  hnu  fur  diftiJ.t  from  the 
the  apoftle  plainly  allude  to  (he  primitive  mul  piiiAki,  the  ufagp 

ofhrcaJtinff  a  loaf,  create  of  I:rcaJ,  into  fe*  *>f  the  pipifb  Ks  »’!*>  deliver  whole  *«ferb, 
vt-ral  pfeceij  for  ditfntmite  among  themcm-  of  *>F  hrcifl,  te  every  one  of 

fcie/s  of  the  church  j  that  they  eat  of  it*  tl.ur  cofliOi^iucunt:?* 
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10  Bat  T  fay, 
that  the  thing* 
which  the  Gere* 
tilt*  fac rificc;they 
facrtficeto  devils, 
and  ootto  God: 
and  l  would  not 
ihai  ye  fhoubj 
hare  fellow  Ihip 
*ilh  devils. 


ai  Yc  cannot 

drink  the  cup  of. 
the  Lord*  and  the 
tip  of  devil* ;  yt 
cannot  he  parta¬ 
kers  oftbeLord1* 
tahle*  and  of  the 
table  of  devils. 


n  Do  we  pro* 
vote  the  Lord  to 

jea- 


crijiced9  nnr  give  an  occafion  of /tumbling  and  offence  to 
others  ?  No,  I  am  as  far  from  admitting  any  thing  of 
this  kind,  as  the  mod  zealous  advocates  for  an  oniverfal 
liberty  to  take  part  in  idol  entertainments  can  be* 

20  But  what  I  infift  upon  is,  that  the  heathen  facri- 
ficcs  arc  offered  to  Damons,  *  J  which*  whatever 

their  worftiippers  imagine,  or  intend,  are  no  better 
than  wicked  and  impure  fpirics ;  they  arc  offered,  1  fay, 
to  thefe  falfe  deities,  and  not  to  the  only  living  and  true 
Cod  ;  fo  that,  as  appears,  by  parity  of  reafon,  from 
what  has  been  fa  id  about  partaking  of  the  LordJs  Supper, 
and  of  the  peace  offerings,  to  feait  on  the  remainder  of 
thnfe  fa  orifices  in  Pagan  Temples*  where  they  are  of¬ 
fered,  is  to  have  fellowfliip  and  communion  with  the 
idols,  to  which  they  are  confecruted  :  And  I  wouM  by 
no  means  have  you  go  into  any  practices,  that  by  juft 

con  ft  r  nit  ion,  are  holding  communion  with  fuch  unclean 
fpirits  as  Damons*  and  with  idolaters  therein* 

it  Ye  cannot,  in  any  confiftency  with  the  honour 
of  God,  with  your  Chriflian  character  and  profeffion, 
or  with  yoor  own  edification  and  fafety,  drink  of  the 
wine,  which  is  fymbojical  of  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and 
which  he  has  commanded  you  to  do  in  remembrance  of 
him;  and  of  the  wine  which  in  heathen  libations,  is 
confecrated  to  their  Damons*  (•**/* and  is  drank  in 
honour  of  them :  Nay,  it  is  a  direct  contradiction  to 
fuppofe,  that  ye  can  have  communion  with  the  Lord 
Jcfus,  and  with  One  another,  in  partaking  of  bread  and 
wine,  as  his  guefts,  at  his  table,  according  to  bis  ap¬ 
pointment  ;  and  have  communion  likewife  with  Damonsy 
and  their  worDtippers,  at  their  idolatrous  fealte;  nor 
ought  ye  to  attempt  this,  or  do  any  thing  that  has  the 
leaft  appearance  of  it ;  fince  the  very  defign  of  Chrif- 
rianity  is  to  tUftroy  all  wo r Dapping  of  thofe,  that  by  su- 
iure  are  no  Gals.  (Gal.  iv.  8*) 

22  Shall  we  then,  who  profefs  to  be  efpoufed  to 
Chrift,  d  are  to  provoke  him  to  jealoufy  *,  by  paying 
religious  honours  to  iany  fictitious  deities,  or  graven  i* 
mages,  in  competition,  or  together  with  him,  which  is 
fpjritua]  whoredom,  as  it  was  ill  his  antient  people  thz 
Jevjsf  [Dint,  xxiul,  21.)  what  a  defperate  rilk  is  this 
to  run?  Since  in  that  cafe,  our  eating  and  drinking  at 

his 


NOTE. 

*  Hrre  teems  to  be  *  direct  reference  to  in  thii  verfe,  whom  we  ought  not  Jo  pro-" -re 
the  firlt  and  fccood  comm  and  nseiitf,  Exvd*  tojtabujjr%  and,  by  conference,  asincri*:!- 
XI*  3i  4,  f*  and  at  Chrift  is  undoubtedly  ibe  cd  at  1«ft,  in  ihe  God,  wh-i  declared 
■^^irncaot  in  the  foregoing  verfr,  whkh  felf  to  be  a  jealous  God,  in  the  freon d  etm- 
Jptak*  of  Eu  cup,  and  table,  it  La  mofl  na-  maritime  t  \  pavticubviy  with  itfpcft  to  woi- 
tar4j  to  confidcr  frim,  a*  the  Lord  intended  Ehippiog  him  done. 


1 
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jMlrmfr  f  arc  ftrc 
iironotr  lltati  he? 


i;  All  Otingi 
art  lawful  for  me, 
bin  all  things  arc 
r^tcip«Ucutr  t\\ 
rh:r?$  2Z$  lawful 
far  mCj  but  all 
tiling  edi fy  nor. 


1+  lid  no  man 
fctk.  his  own:  hut 
r*rry  man  »no 
xktTi  wealth* 


ij  Wliat  ever 
15  fold  hi  the  flu  ta¬ 
llies  that  cati  aik- 
i::*r  no  quefttan 
f :>t  coo&jeaco 
lAc. 


a*  Forth* earth 
:v  tb«  LnnJit,  and 
rte  fulBcft  there* 
<?F. 


his  table,  (iw.  21**)  will  no  more  fecure  us  from  pu* 
nHliment  now,  than  their  eating  and  drinking  what  may 
be  called  the  fame  fpir it ual  meat  and  drink  did  them* 
when  they  were  guilty  of  idolatry  and  other  fins*  ( ver * 
3 — 10.}  and  if  his  wrath  Ihould  be  kindled  agatnft 
any  of  us  for  this,  or  other  crying  abominations,  are  we 
able  to  withftand,  efcape,  or  bear  it?  Alas  1  we  are  no 
match  for rhe  Almighty*  {N&h,  i  &  and  Exek *  xxii.  14*) 

23  Furthermore,  as  to  the  pfoa  of  thole,  that  think 
there  can  he  no  harm  in  earing  things  offered  to  idols, 
provided  there  be  no  religious  refpeft  defigned,  or  paid 
to  the  idol  it  fell  thereby  ;  even  to  ftich  I  would  fay,  it 
is  indeed,  by  the  law  of  Chriftian  liberty,  allowable  for 
me,  (which  alfo  is  the  cafe  of  any  other  believer)  to  do 
as  I  judge  may  be  bed  in  all  things  of  an  indifferent 
nature,  ftich  as  the  eating  of  meats  is,  in  itfelf  con- 
Jidcred,  whether  they  have  been  offered  to  idols,  or  no; 
but  it  is  norat  all  times,  and  in  all  circumstances,  fit 
and  convenient  to  go  to  the  utmofi.  extent  of  this  liber¬ 
ty:  I  might  with  a  good  confidence,  and  without  vio- 
latbg  any  law  of  God,  praftife  alt  fuch  things  on  pro¬ 
per  occafions  ;  but  to  do  it,  when  it  would  be  matter 
of  offence,  or  {tumbling  to  others,  or  of  drawing  them 
into  fin,  would  be  to  hinder,  in  Head  of  promoting  their 
fpiritual  advantage  ;  and  fo  better  omitted  than  done. 

24  In  cafes  of  this  narure,  no  one  ought  to  ftudy 
and  purfue  fuch  things  as  are  only  agreeable  to  bimfelf, 
or  may  ferre  his  own  pleafure,  humour,  or  temporal 
benefit ;  but  every  one  ihould  think  himfrif  bound  in 
confidence  to  do  what  may  pkafi  his  neighbour  for  bis 
goodto  edification*  (Rom*  xv.  2*) 

25  Though,  as  has  been  fliewn,  (wr.  20 — 22*)  it 
would  be  extremely  criminal  and  dangerous,  for  any  of 
you  to  eat  of  meats  offered  to  idols,  in  their  temples, 
or  at  any  religious  feaft,  iniiitutedto  their  honour;  yet, 
fo  far  as  ye  yourfelvesonly  are  concerned,  ye  may  in¬ 
deed  lawfully  eat  any  thing,-  that  is  expofed  to  fale,  as 
common  food,  in  a  public  marker,  without  troubling 
yourfelves  with  fc rupulous.  enquiries,  whether  it  has 
been  offered  to  an  idol  or  not;  (fee  the  note  on  tbap* 
viii*  1.)  the  food  itfelf  bring  no  way  uffcfted  by  that 
circumftaoce ;  nor  bought  and  ufed  with  any  relation 
to  the  idol,  hut  only  as  the  bounty  of  Providence. 

26  For  as  God  is  the  great  Creator*  proprietor,  and 
difpofer,  fovereign  Lord  and  governor  of  the  whole 
earth,  and  of  alt  Jt*s  fruits  and  products ;  {Pfah  xxiv. 
I.)  fo  he  has  given  them  for  the fervice  of  men;  ami  all 

their  rich  variety,  for  nccsCtv  and  delight,  are  fan&i- 

fied 


IF  any  of 
them  that  believe 
Dot  bid  you  to  a 
feaft,  an d  ye  be 
difpofed  to  go  i 
whatsoever  is  Ac 
before  you  eat, 
asking  no  qiwfK- 
<m  for  conXcienee 
like. 
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fied  to  the  believer's  ufe  ;  infomuch  that  he  may  law- 
fully  eat  of  them  under  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  which 
has  abolifhed  the  ceremonial  diftin£Kons  of  them,  that 
were  of  a  typical  nature  under  the  law;  (i  7Vm-  iv.  4,) 
and  In  which  Chrift,  as  mediator,  is  Lord  of  all. 

27  Again,  if  any  of  your  heathen  friends,  or  ac¬ 
quaintance  defire  you  to  tale  a  meal  with  them,  at  their 
own  houfes;  and  convenience,  good  manners  or  hopes 
of  promoting  their  f pi  ritual  welfare,  or  fome  other  pru¬ 
dent  confiderations,  incline  you  to  accept  of  their  cour¬ 
teous  invitation  5  ye  need  not  make  any  fcruplc  of  eat¬ 
ing  fuch  food,  as  the  table  is  fumifhed  with  for  your 
entertainment ;  nor  hamper  your  own  confciences  by 
alking  nice  queftions,  whether  any  part  of  the  provi- 
fion  is  the  remainder  of  what  has  been  facrificed  co  an 
idol,  or  not ;  Gnce  you  profeffedly  partake  of  it  only  as 
a  common  meal. 

2S  But  if  he  who  invited  you,  or  fome  other  perfon 
prefent,  fhould  tell  you,  that  wbat  is  fet  before  you  has 
been  confecratcd  to  an  idol;  aqd  fhould  thereby  intimate 
his  apprehenfion,  that  your  eating  of  it  would  be  prac¬ 
tically  to  allow  of  the  religious  honours  which  were  therein 
paid  to  it ;  then,  to  fhew  your  utter  deteftation  of  fuch 
an  high  crime  againft  the  niajefty  of  heaven,  and  of  all 
approaches  towards  it,  don't  fo  much  as  tafte  of  it  out 
of  regard  to  him,  who  mentioned  this  on  purpofe  to 
try  you,  and  to  fee  whether  you  would  countenance  1- 
dolatrous  worfhtp :  Ab  (lain  like  wife  in  fuch  cafes  out 
of  regard  to  confcience,  that  it  may  neither  be  mifguid- 
ed  and  drawn  into  fin :  nor  be  wounded,  troubled,  and 
Humbled  by  your  doing  what  might  have  been  avoided 
fince  there  is  enough  for  you,  in  other  fupplies  of  pro¬ 
vidence,  without  it :  For,  as  I  faid  but  now,  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  view  of  the  argument,  ( ver+  26.)  *  the  earth, 
with  all  the  vegetable  and  animal  food  that  is  produced 
or  fuflaincd  by  it,  is  what  God  has  made,  aud  given 
for  the  ufe  of  man  ;  and,  in  fuch  an  abundance,  you 
may  have  a  fufliciency  for  the  refrefhmenr  of  nature, 
though  you  refrain  from  eating  fuch  food,  as  you  are, 
in  this  manner,  and  with  fuch  an  intent,  allured  has 
been  offered  to  idols* 

ip  But  when  I  fay,  eat  not  of  it  for  conscience  fake 
I  don't  mean  merely  your  own  conscience,  which  can 
diftinguifh  between  the  meat  itfelf,  and  its  being  offer¬ 
ed  to  idols,  and  13  no  further  concerned  jd  this  cafe,  than  to 

heed 

T  E. 

here,  accurdinir  to  the  view  geven  of  it  bt  ilr 
piraphrift  ;  though  (hoc  Greek  topic*, 
fame  verlioij*  have  dropt  it, 


*8  But  if  any 
Sian  El j  unto  yoa» 
ihb  ia  offered  in 
Jacrifice  unto  i- 
dob,  cat  not,  for 
hu  fake  that  (hev- 
cd  it,  and  for  eon- 

Science  fake.  For 
tbe  txnh  13  the 
Lxdi,  and  the 
fulncft  thereof. 


19  Con  faience, 
t  not  thine 

own 


N  O 

*  IWl  fee  but  that  this  pillage,  ibe  earth 
h  the  Lord* j,  and  the  ptlnrfs  thermft  may  be 
retained,  and  :s  ptopedj  enough  repeated 
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dm,  hui  of  the  tAe  heed  of  doing  what  may  be  accounted  di  (honourable  to 
Cmy  Ch rift  and  religion,- and  may  prove  a  fnare  to  others} 

pvi  ‘  «r  aiuithcr  but  1  principally  mean  the  conscience  of  another  peifan 
n’Jiiicvioftic.ice;  that  may  be  grieved,  or  eife  emboldened  to  do  what  is 

unlawful  to  him,  by  your  example,  though  your  Own 
confcience  abftrafled  from  thefe  cixcurnitar.ces,  might 
receive  no  harm  by  it;  and  this  isreafbn  fufEcient  for 
your  abdainitig :  For  to  put  myfelf  in  your  place,  Why 
(hould  I  ufe  my  Chriftian  liberty  at  fuel)  an  an  impru¬ 
dent  and  utifeafonable  rate,  as  to  occafion  another  man’s 


33  For,  if  Thy 

fiweVc  j  parU- 
i  iv  uJiv  »jn  \  £- 

f  f 

v;l  ifxrkt-n  fur 
t-J  if  fur  whtdi  1 
f  .‘  ;  tluiiki  ? 


confcience  to  pafs  a  wrong  judgment  upon  me*  fordo¬ 
ing  tlut,  winch,  wish  my  jult  feofeof  things,  I  might 
warrantably  do*  were  it  not  for  one  way  or  other  injur¬ 
ing  people  of  different  ftntimeius. 

30  For  if,  through  the  Lot  my  of  a  kind  providence 
1  have  opportunity,  and,  through  the  grace  of  the  gof- 
pel,  1  have  a  of  feeding  indifferently  upon  what* 

ever  is  let  before  me  for  the  fu  ft  e  nance  of  the  body; 
yet  why  fhould  1  indulge  myfelf  fo  far,  as  to  make  my 
gooii  U  be  tvi! fi'vkdn  gJ\  {llonw  liv.  16.)  hy  giving  an 
occafum  of  reproachful  cenfure  upon  me,  for  eating 
fuch  meats,  as  1  receive  with  prayer  to  God  for  his  blef- 
fing  upon  them,  and  with  a  religious  and  joyful  grati¬ 
tude  to  him,  both  lor  his  providing  them,  and  allow* 
ing  me  to  partake  of  them,  though  the  flan  tier  by  may 
think  I  can't  do  it  without  fm  ? 


3T  \TlietW 
i"p  yc  cat  of 

*  1  ■  t:k^  lit  *Lhaifo- 
ot'i  vrila,  iloat! 

■p  ■ 

1  h-j  ’!u‘  jjiofy  of 
(t± 


31  To  wind  up  theruime  the  prefent  argument  with 
two  or  three  general  rules,  which  are  of  extenfive  ufe 
in  other  cafes,  as  well  as  this;  Let  it  be  your  great  con¬ 
cern  ,  as  Chriftians,  that  in  all  common  actions  of  life, 
fuch  as  eating  and  drinking;  and  in  all  your  ufe  of  gof* 
pel  liberty  with  regard  to  things  in  themfeives  indiffer¬ 
ent,  fuch  as  meats  and  drinks  of  every  kind ;  yea,  that 
in  all  things  whatfoever,  whether  of  a  civil  or  religious 
nature,  ye  kerp  the  glory  of  Godin  view,  as  your  ulti¬ 
mate  end  and  behave  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  ye  in  confer¬ 
ence  apprehend,  may,  by  his  Me  fling,  be  molt  condu¬ 
cive  to  that  noble  cud* 


;;  tnvc  none 
neither  tu 
the  IKK  to 

rhe  0 entiles,  nor 
i*'  th?  church  of 

Vt'l ; 


32  Always  endeavour  to  avoid  every  thing  that  might 
obitruct  the  converfion  of  Jews*  or  Heathens^  and  pre¬ 
judice  the  minds  of  either  of  them  again  ft  Chrift  and 
the  gofpel ;  and  take  heed  of  doing  any  thing  that  might 
be  matter  of  grief  and  {tumbling  to  J^iJb  Chriftians 


who  are  exceeding  fcrupulous  about  meats,  and  jenlou* 
of  every  thing  that  has  the  lead  appearance  of  idolatry, 
or  that  might  he  matter  of  fofnicitm  to  Genttte  converts 


as  though  your  prc&lfioii'S  of  abhorring  idols  were  not 
fincere,  and  they  nright  per  lilt  i«  paying  fbmc  religious 

reipc£fc 
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refpect  to  them  ;  or  that  might  fee  matter  of  grief  and 
difcouragenicnt  on  one  hand,  or  of  perverlion  on  the 
other,  to  any  member  of  the  church,  which  God  has 
erected  under  the  gofpd  ftatc*  whether  they  be  weaker 
or  ftronger  believers, 

33  On  the  contrary,  labour,  in  the  ftrength  of  Chrift 
to  imitate  my  example,  who  readily  deny  myfelf  in  ma¬ 
ny  in  fiances,  and  make  it  the  governing  aim  of  my  con¬ 
duct  to  do  all  that  in  me  lies,  to  accommodate  my  beha* 
viour  to  all  forts  of  people,  in  all  things,  that  may  be 
lawfully  done,  or  let  alone,  as  may  be  rnoft  winning 
upon  them,  and  moil  fubftrvieiu  to  their  peace  and 
comfort:  ( Chaff *  ix*  20.)  And  I  therein  feck;  not  to 
do  what  might  be  mod  agreeable  and  convenient  to 
myfelf,  or  gratifying  to  my  own  eafe  and  inclination*, 
humour,  or  worldly  advantage  ;  but  what  may  be  moll 
for  the  fpi ritual  benefit  of  others ;  to  the  end  that  I  may 
be  inftru mental,  in  the  band  of  Chrift,  to  gain  many 
fouls  over  to  him  ;  and  to  help  them  forward  in  the 
way,  for  their prefent  edification,  and  eternal  falvatiou. 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  foolilh  and  dangerous  is  it  for  any  to  hnagiue,  that  their  vlfible  relation 
to  God,  and  lacramental  privileges,  like  thofe  of  1 1  rad  under  the  Old  Tetta- 
Bieot,  and  of  profeffing  ChriffcUns  under  the  New,  will  fcrcen  them  from  the  dif- 
pfeafurc,  and  the  judgments  of  God,  in  cafe  they  be  guilty  of  idolatry*  unclean- 
iiefe,  tempting  of  God,  orCbriil,  by  unbelief,  murmuring  again  ft  his  difpenla- 
tions,  or  any  other  allowed  fin!  How  fhoutd  the  example  of  others,  in  thrir 
milcarriages,  caution  us  a  gain  ft  provoking  the  Lord,  and  againft  carnal  fecurity 
and  fid  f*  confidence,  left  we  fall  into  their  punt  Jhm  cuts,  as  well  as  fins  !  Put, 
btefied  be  God,  that  his  faithfulnefs  and  gr^ce  are  a  happy  feeurity  to  truly  hum¬ 
ble,  depending,  and  watchful  believers*  that  none  of  their  trials  fhould  be  lb 
uncommon,  fb  great,  or  fo  long  continued,  as  iq  exceed  the  ftrength  he  gives 
in  the  Way  of  their  duty,  to  bear  them  j  or  to  prevent  his  making,  in  due  timr, 
a  way  of  elcape  from  them. ---'low  gi  eat  and  holy  is  our  God*  and  how  jealous 
of  bis  glory,  before  whom  all  the  idols  of  the  heathen  are  nothing  and  vanity  ! 
Whatever  their  worfhippers  think  of  them,  they  arc  no  better  than  u'xuhws, 
wicked  and  impure  fpirits;  and  to  pay  religious  honours  to  any  nominal  driiirs, 
is  to  offer  the  bighdl  affront  to  the  Lord  Chrift,  who  h  the  author  and  object  of 
our  religion,  and  is  by  nature  God,  m  opposition  to  them.  How  condcfccndhig 
Is  it  in  the  great  God  and  Saviour,  to  admit  believers  iti  a  holy  fellowship  wiih 
bim,  and  to  in  ft  it  ute  an  ordinance,  peculiarly  defigned  for  promoting  commu¬ 
nion  with  himfelf,  and  with  one  another,  as  they  are  one  body,  and  arc  all  par¬ 
takers  of  that  one  living  bread  which  came  down  from  heaven  f  But  hutv  in  con* 
ftftent  is  it  with  this  communion,  to  have  fclJawfbip  with  daemons,  and  to  co  ip- 
to  any  fufplcious  prn^ecs  of  an  idolatrous  appearance,  that  may  be  occafious  of 
ftiimbling,  grief,  and  fm  to  one  another  l  Kwn  in  the  ufe  of  lawful  things,  ire 
fhould  have  a  tender  regard  to  the  conicienccs  of  others,  and  deny  ourfelvesin 
fuch  mftnnecs,  as  are  likely  to  be  injurious  to  them.  We  ilioukl  ne it Iitt  ima¬ 
gine,  that  meats  or  drinks  of  any  kind  are  v.\  theiuftlves  polluted,  or  mihvvtri 
to  ufe  under  the  gofjX'l  riirpciifoiioii;  iit>r  yet  indulge  ourfelm  in  a  netdlefi  and 
nnfeafunable  ufc  of  them,  to  the  offending*  or  erifnaring  of  others:  V cr  :re 
earth  la  the  Lord's,  and  the  fulnefs  thereof,  which  he  has  given  U3  to  be 
cither  proimfeuoufly,  or  with  rcftrahit4  as  occutions  require.  Whether  ther;- 

l\  rc  ■ 


31  Even  as  T 
pTafc  all  men  in 
all  things,  not 
Jceking  nine  owa 
profit,  but  the 
profit  of  many, 
that  they  may  be 
laved. 


h 
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fore  wc  eat  or  tlrluk,  or  whatever  we  do  in  religion,  or  in  common  life ;  let  us 
do  all  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  give  no  offirnce  to  Jevr 
or  Gentile*  or  to  any  member  of  the  church  of  Chrift,  as  thofc  who,  like  the 
a  pottle,  confolt  the  edification  and  comfort  of  others,  and  ieck  not  our  own  hu¬ 
mour,  or  fee uhir  intercity  but  their  fpiritual  benefit,  that  they  may  be  eternally 
Caved* 


T  ■ 


-+ 


A 


CHAP.  XI. 

The  apoftle,  after  an  exhortation  to  follow  Apt?,  and- a  eommendathn  rf 
tht  church  for  cbfcrving  his  farmer  orders,  i(  a,  Proceeds  to  cen- 
fure%  and  correct  fame  great  irregularities  among  them,  in  women's 
/peaking  publicly  with  unveiled  faces,  even  under  their  prophetic  im~ 
puifes,  3, — 16-  And,  in  contentions,  fcbtfms,  and  difirderly  cehbra* 
ihns  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  175 — 22*  And,  to  rectify  their  fcanda- 
lous  abufes  of  that  /acred  ordinance,  be  reminds  them  of  the  nature 
and  deftgn  of  its  inf  it  ut  ion,  as  he  received  it  from  Ghrijl  himfclf,  23, 
—26*  And  directs  them  how  to  attend  upon  it  in  a  due  manner ,  and 
to  avoid  the  danger  of  unworthily  receiving  if,  27,-34* 


TfiXT, 

*Qt  ye  follower! 
of  mo,  even  as 

lalfoamofChtift* 


%  Nov  I  praile 
you,  brethren, 

that  you  remem¬ 
ber  me  in  at! 
thinp,  and  keep 

the 


Paraphrase* 

t>E  ye  therefore  #  imitators  (*^™)  of  my  example, 
^  as  well  aa  follower  a  of  my  directions,  {chap,  x  32, 
33.)  in  condefcending  to  the  vreakneiTes  and  prejudices 
of  others  for  their  good,  and  in  every  thing  elfe,  lo  fa r, 
and  fo  far  only,  as  I  therein  copy  after  our  great  Lord 
and  Mailer  Jefus  C  hr  I  ft,  who  is  our  only  perfeft  pat¬ 
tern,  and  in  imitating  whofe  religious  and  moral  tem¬ 
per  and  condu£t  wc  cannot  err* 

2  Now,  my  dear  brethren,  it  is  greatly  to  your  ho¬ 
nour,  and  I  reflect  upon  it,  and  (peak  of  u,  with  the 
utmoft  pleafure  and  commendation,  that  the  better  pare 
of  you  bear  me  upon  your  minds,  with  an  afFe£Lonate 
concern  for  my  apoftolic  authority,  reputation,  and 
comfort  in  all  things  j  and  with  a  dutiful  regard  to  the 
main  of  all  the  important  do&rines  of  the  gofptd,  which 
I  preached  to  you  hi  and  that  ye  obfcrve  fo  many  of 

thefc 


K  O  T  E  3- 


4  Tli  is  verfe  might  have  been  better  made 
tb*  etafeof  the  preceding,  thin  the  beginning 
of  this  chapter;  it  having  the  neaitft  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  lail  verfc  of  ibilt  and  none  at 
all  with  what  follows  m  tMi  r  And  in  that 
cntincQion  the  argument  Hands  much  In  the 
fame  manner,  as  it  doth  on  ^  tike  fnkjcft  in 
Jte*.  a,  3  :  There  the  apotth  fays,  tei 
every  one  pteafe  hU  tsigbhtotr  fir  Mi  ftt  e- 
eipeafisMi  fir  evto  Cbrtjt  pieafii  ew  Mmfilf, 
and  here  he  fays,  even  as  J  fla'fc  nit  in 

ali  tNSH,  ncf/teMflJ  whe  CUN  pr^t)tUtt  t?.c 

t  T$fit  0/  llzt  t**y  tjt«  fivtd :  Bi  je 

V01.  IV/  f 


fiUown  of  iKt,  even  as  T  alfi  am  of  Chrf. 

|  Either  the  aptdtle  here  fpeaks  of  osly 
the  beuer  part  of  the  chinch;  or  e^fe  c^l 

/Aim  muft  admit  of  foroe  Ttflrifliott,  a,  Ic 
doth  in  tbap*  x*  33*  and  very  efitn  in  other 
pLcrt*  and  mi>li  relate  to  things  ffificicnc 
from  ihoft,  for  which  he  before,  and  after¬ 
wards  blamed  them,  and  about  which  it  U 
not  to  be  feppoftd  that  he  giver*  them  no 
direflfcunS;  Ney,  jn  apportion  to  their  gtr-f* 
alufes  of  the  J.uttTs  fupper,  he  cxpttfiJy 
tells  them,  that  he  had  dffu’ficJ 
fit  n  Arte  thee  of  ;hf  X.W,  rt Lit  fog  to  that 
Ji  hu!r' 
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the  ordinances,  as 
l  delivered  tbfTii 
to  yen* 


3  Hut  1  would 
baut  you  know, 
that  the  head  of 
cTCry  cuan  is 
Chrjflj  and  the 
bead  of  the  wo¬ 
man  h  tl-c  man ; 

and 


* 


thofe  rules  and  orders*  relating  to  the  worlhip  of  God* 
which  I  taught  and  inculcated  upon  you*  and  commit¬ 
ted  as  a  truft  to  you*  by  word  of'  mouth,  when  I  was 
per fon ally  wkb  you* 

3  But  as  I  find  that  feveral  irregularities  have  fines 
fprung  up  among  you,  one  of  which  relates  to  women's 
laying  a  fide  their  veils,  and  thereby  affiimiug  an  air  of 
undue  authority  over  the  mao  f*  under  pretence  of  their 
praying,  or  prophefying  by  immediate  infpirafion,  in 
your  public  aflembltesj  (ver*  5.)  I  delire  that,  for  rec* 
ti  Tying  this  dtfbrder*  ye  would  obferve,  and  feiioufly 
conlttler,  that  by  divine  con  (lieu  tioti»  fuitable  ro  the  na¬ 
tural  order  of  things,  the  Son  of  God,  who  by  original 
right,  as  Creator,  has  univerfrl  dominion  over  all  his 
works,  is,  in  his  incarnate  Date,  and  office  capacity. 
Lord  and  Governor  of  all  mankind,  and,  in  a  peculiar 
manner,  of  hie  people,  as  he  is  the  head  qfthehodyt  and 
head  ever  ail  things  to  the  church \  {Col  1.  18.  and  Eph . 
t.  72.)  and  that  the  hatband*  according  to  the  natural 
fuperiomy  of  the  male  fex*  is  the  head  of  government 
to  his  wife,  who  ought  to  be  in  fit  and  reafonable  fub* 

je&ion 


NOTES, 


holv  mtiitutioTi,  -fter,  *3.  and  it  i$>wkb  the 
Jnnft  judicious  and  engaging  infinwation,  that 
he  here  Iweeicas  tkjr  Jpirjts,  (lltbvcn  his 
)toon  to  them,  and  takes  off  their  preju¬ 
dices  ajjqinll  the  reproof  he  was  going  t»  give 
them,  by  introducing  it  with  fo  friendly  and 
chrarfwl  a  ir.cntion  of  what  was  com  mend  able 
in  them,  Ein  what  he  here  fays  about  their 
hv£;juf  the  ^rdiaanec^  as  he  delivered  them*. 
gives  no  countenance  to  un  written  at  oral 
traditions;  fioec  he  fpenk*  only  of  what  they 
thcmfclves  had  heard  him  deliver  by  his  a- 
poltolic  auihoiii^,  and  £nce  we  have  ho  ab- 
iiJuie  cttlfiititt,  in  thrie  diflam  ages,  of  any 
thing,  that  he  frid  to  this,  or  any  other 
church,  further  (ban  is  recorded  in  the  holy 
icri  p  hires' 

t  For  [irtxierfU  ruling  the  follosmy  dif- 
coui'fc  and  reafonui^  to  vtr*  t$*  it  u  proper 
to  uhferve,  that  though  among  ft  us,  in  (be 
weftern  part  of  the  world,  wearing  Lhc  hat 
when  men  appear  in  pullic,  is  a  to  .ten  offa- 
pcrio’Jfv;  and  being  uncovered  is  a  token  of 
inferiority;  yet  among  the  ant  lent  nr/fenr  na¬ 
tions,  women's  wearing  a  veil  was  u  token  of 
modrfty  and  fubjcftion,  as  in  the  cat  of  ifr- 
hevvat  Gfo.  a^iv.  and  men’s  going  un¬ 
veiled  was  a  token  of  the  iiipcnority  of  the 
mile  to  tlie  female  and  therefore  for 
women  to  throw  oft  their  veils,  and  to  ap- 
pear  opclufaced  In  public  aflLmbiica,  even 
though  fijppofcd  to  fpeak  under  divine  in  Ipl- 
ration,  deemed,  by  the  cudom  of  thofe 
timci  and  placer,  to  he  aflqnring  ia  ak  of 


authority,  which  belongs  only  to  the  man, 
and  an  inverting  the  order,  in  which  the 
God  of  nature  has  placed  the  two  fexes.  This 
is  what  the  apoftlc  argtws  agalaft,  and  infills 
that  all  proper,  and  cipcciMty  Itynificatlve 
figns  of  diftincHon  arc  to  be  prcforel  by  the 
woman,  even  foppofing  that  the  prays,  or 
prophecies,  which  fouic  think  here  fignities 
uttering  facrcd  hymns  in  public  aiTwnl»]i«f 
under  an  immediate  afflatus  of  the  fpjmj  (f« 
Mr  Jyl  Merfris  works*  pt  77*  6v.)  andchai 
this  gives  no  difpenfation  to  the  contrary ; 
Ami  it  is  plain,  that  he  here  refers  only  10 
womens  publicly  praying  or  prophefying  h 
hjpiradsH;  bccau&hc  reckons  tbefe  amoeg 
the  extraer&uffrj  gifts  of  the  fpirit,  In  cUp. 
xii*  so*  and  xir*  r, — 3* *  and  became,  u\ 
the  ordinary  ecu  rfe  of  things,  at  lea  ft,  he  for¬ 
bids  women*;  fpeak  bg  in  the  church,  and 
that  for  the  lame  rt&foa*  a*  be  hem  orders 
that,  whoitheyTpcak  by  a  fipcrmraralgift, 
it  fhotdd  be  with  tbeirveiU  on,  vix*  to  main¬ 
tain  the  natural  ftihordi nation  of  their  fex  to 
the  tnan*j,  that  they  might  not  behave,  as  if 
they  were  on  a  level  with  him.  Chap.  xiv, 
34.  >  and  r  Tim-  ih  1 1, 13.  (SeeMrf/d^ 

note  on  the  text  before  cl)  And,  perhaps, 
the  practice,  which  the  apoftta  here  inveigh- 
ed  agahift,  was  taken  up  in  imitation  of  tfie 
heathen  piicftettcs,  who  paid  their  devotion* 
with  their  hair  dliheteUcd,  or  hanging  Sock 
upon  their  fhoulders  at  full  length.  $«  P^ 
raw?  and  on  the  place* 
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uid  the  he ad  of 
Cbrift  is  God. 


4  Every-  min 
praying  or  pro* 
phd'yii.gj  having 

jit  head  covered, 
diihoDDureth  hit 

head. 


|  But  every  wo¬ 
man  that  pnycth 
or  prophetic!  h 
with  j^rbeaduu- 
envered,  diflio- 
noureth  her  head; 
for  that  ts  even 
all  one  as  if  flic 
were  fhaveo* 


6  For  if  the 
woman  be  not 
covered*  let  her 
alfo  be  fhuro :  but 

if 


jection  to  him  ;  {Gen*  in*  1 6.  and  Epb-  v.  23,  24.)  and 
that  God  the  Father,  who  has  put  all  things  under 
Chrift’s  feer,  has*  in  that  confidcraticm,  a  fuperior  au¬ 
thority  over  him  *,  who,  as  Mediator  in  human  nature, 
is  fabjeffc  to  the  Father,  {chap*  xv.  27,  aS.) 

4  As  therefore,  according  to  the  well  known  cuftoih 
of  thefe  Eaftem  nations,  it  is  university  acknowledged, 
that  veiling  rhe  head  is  a  badge  of  modelly  and  fuhjcc- 
tion,  and  that  being  unveiled  is  a  fign  of  luperiority;  fa 
every  man,  who,  by  ao  extraordinary  gift  of  the  fpirir, 
(fee  the  note  on  t ter*  3O  leads  the  worflup  of  the  church 
in  prayer,  as  their  mouth  to  God}  or  in  preaching  and 
exhortation,  as  his  mouth  to  them,  for  edification  and 
confoiation,  with  a  veil  upon  his  head,  or  any  covering 
on  his  face,  that  denotes  inferiority  and  fubje&ion  to 
them,  vo  and  for  whom  he  fpeaks,  reflects  a  dishonour, 
upon  Chrift,  his  political  head  (wr*  3*)  +  who  has  gi¬ 
ven  him  all  the  authority  that  he  has  any  claim  to* 

5  But,  on  the  contrary,  every  woman  who,  even  un¬ 
der  an  afflatus  of  the  fpirit,  pours  out  her  prayers  in 
public  to  God,  or  delivers  exhortations  to  the  people, 
with  her  face  unveiled,  or  in  any  fort  of  drefs  that  be-* 
tokens  a  fuperionty,  or  equality  at  lead,  to  the  male 
fex,  (hews  a  difrefpeft  to  the  man,  as  if,  on  accountof 
her  being  under  divine  infpi ration,  (he  were  not  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  moiled  fubjeftion,  which  (he  owes  to  him, 
as  her  political  bead:  ( ver *  3*)  For  laying  afide  hec 
veil  is,  in  elfe£t,  the  fame  thing,  with  regard  to  this 
point,  as  if  Ait  were  tocut  off  her  hair,  or  cut  it  fnort  J, 
and  fa  wear  it  in  the  diftinguifhing  form  of  the  man’** 

6  If  therefore  the  woman  would  throw  off  the  garb* 
and  guife  of  fuhjeflion,  by  laying  afide  her  veil,  even 
let  her  dip  her  hair  fliort,  jail  as  the  man  doth :  But  if 
as  every  one  knows,  it  would  be  an  indecent,  bold,  and 

immedett 


NOTES* 


*  When  Qodis  faiJ  to  be  thhfidcf  Chrljt, 
it  relates  to  offiee  conftitiuian ;  md  we  tan 
no  more  infer  from  thence,  that  they  are  not 
paTuken  of  the  (We  Divine  xatur thin 
that  man  and  woman  are  not  of  the  fame  fc- 
man  when  the  man  i$  faid  to  be  ih 

had  of  th e  wmm  ;  But  11  there  is  a  differ* 
cnee  (n  order  and  authority  between  the  man 
and  the  woman  3  fb  there  is  between  God  the 
Father  and  hi$5*n  Jefus  Chrift,  in  tharoon- 
fiihirion,  by  which  he,  in  Ms  office  capacity, 
is  both  head  and  Lord  of  alL 
f  Eythe  man's  and  woman*?  hnd%  that  is 
fliiionoured,  force  nnderftund  their  own  aa* 
total  beads:  But,  is  it  is  not  eafy  toconedve, 
confiftent  with  the  force  of  the  apoftle's  re*- 
femng*  how  the  woman  dishonours  her  own 

natural  head,  by  frying  afldc  the  math,  or 


badje  of  her  fubjeftlon  to  the  nrin ;  f>  die 
apoflie  having.  in  the  lntrodufllcn  of  his  ar¬ 
gument,  explained  th  hud  cf  th  man  to  Hjf* 
nify  Cbriftl  and  the  had  cf  tkt  wmr/u  to  to¬ 
nify  th  man*  in  1  political  fenfe,  with  refpeft 
to  authority  or  (/carrirw,  it  fecius  every  way 
mofl  agreeable  to  underftand  him,  as  conj¬ 
uring  rhe  ufeof  thefe  termsiti  that  explained 
Jfenfe* 

|  Tt  was  the  enftom  of  thole  agw  for  lhtf 
men  to  wear  their  hair  exceeding  rtiort,  hard¬ 
ly  lower  than  the  tip  of  their  ears,  a?  appears 
from  the  antlcnt  bufts,  flainrs*  and  piftmes* 
that  arc  come  to  our  knowledge ;  and  this  is 
what  1  take  the  apofUe  to  mean  by  women's 
being  [haven  or  thorn,  as  a  moll  indecent 
thing,  according  to  the?  diftmjjudbing  frftuoA 

ci  tbofr  diys*  H  1 

■ 
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if  it  be  a  frame 
lor  a  wotn.il  to 
be  Ihom  or  [h;<c- 
eii,  let  her  be  to* 
vered* 


7  For  i  man 
indeed  might  nor 
to  cover  l'h  head, 
forafinucli  as  he 
is  the  irnjgp  iind 
gWy  of  ilod : 
but  the  woinan  is 
the  glory  of  the 
tnan* 


0  For  the  man 
if  not  of  tht.  wo* 

man  ? J  but  the 
woman  cf  ti;e 
man- 


9  Neither  va* 
the  man  creased 
for  the  wi-nun  ; 

hilt  the  woman 

for  the  man. 

i 


io  F'Jf  this 
attic  ought  the 
wonum  to  hzve 
power  on  htr 

had 


im  mod  eft  thing,  contrary  to  all  approved  cuftom,  fora 
woman  to  appear  in  public,  efpecially  in  religious  af- 
femblics,  polled,  or  with  her  hair  cut  (horr,  in  the  fame 
diflinguilhmg  manner  as  men*s  arc;  Jet  her,  for  the 
fame  reafon,  keep  on  her  veil,  as  it  becomes  the  female 
fex  to  do,  when  favoured  with  divine  revelation,  as  well 
a$  at  other  times, 

7  Indeed  the  man  ought  not  to  cover  his  head  with 
a  veil,  to  denote  a  fubje£Uon  that  is  unfuitable  to  bis 
fex;  becrjfe  in  the  dominion,  which  heisinvefted  with 
over  the  creature,  be  bears  the  image  of  God,  and  is 
therein  to  make  a  fort  of  honourable  reprefemdtion  of 
that  fupreme  dominion,  which  God  has  overall,  and 
which  is  his  glory:  But  the  woman  is  matter  of  glory 
to  the  man,  ;is  he  has  the  honour  of  a  becoming  domi¬ 
nion  over  a  creature  of  fuch  excellent  and  amiable  en¬ 
dowments;  and  therefore  fbe  ought  to  keep  on  her  veil, 
in  token  of  it. 

8  For,  in  the  firft  formation  of  human  nature,  the 
man,  Adam$  was  not  created  out  of  the  fubftance  of 
the  woman,  he  having  his  exiftence  hefore  her;  but 
his  wife,  Evet  was  afterward  created  out  of  one  of  his 
ribs*  (Gen*  in  22.) 

9  Nor  was  the  man  originally  created  for  the  (akeof 
the  woman,  who  at  that  time  was  not  in  being;  but  the 
woman  was  created  after  the  man,  to  be  an  help*mect 
and  comfort  to  him;  (Gm*  ii«  18,)  which  carries  an  in¬ 
timation  of  God's  dclign,  that  the  woman,  who  was 
brought  Ufl  into  the  world,  and  formed  out  of  the  man 
for  his  ufe,  Ihould  be  in  all  reafonable  fubjeftian  to,  and 
not  ujurp  authority  over  him*  (i  Tim.  ii*  vi,  12.) 

10  Therefore,  in  a£b  of  public  worftilp  ef* 

pecially,  the  woman  ought  to  have  a  covering  on  her 
head,  as  the  known  token  of  her  modefty^  and  of  the 
mai^s  power  over  her,  in  deference  to  the  fuperior  au* 
thoricy  of  tbofe  melfengera  of  Cbrift  whom  be  has 

fern 


N  o 

.  *  MrLsfh’on  this  vcrfe.faYi,  w.W/fc 

of  theft  mrds  jj,  /  comjfjs  i  a*  not 
> t**erU+ttiz  And 'ti*  indeed  extremely  diffi¬ 
cult  to  determine  k„  The  generality  of  ex- 
[^titers  refer  it,  cither  to  the  good  angels,  o« 
nreonmt  cf  the  reverence  tine  to  them,  or  to 
evil  angels,  on  uceouarof  the  clanger  of  remp- 
JhlV^n'  to  pride  and  inimoderty  from  them  \ 
1-orh  :hc:e  jo rzs  of  fpiriu  bcin^  jiippoicd  to 
1-e  pretty  it  in  religious  ailemblics.  Hut  as 
fjreai  uuvrrtakty  arsd  obfeurity  attend  ttiofe 
i'.oiije£*ureaT  and  as  the  y^rd  (ayynoi)  ren¬ 
dered  r-r:ni>riiy  ficnifies 

wd  is  ib  tr^ilb.cd  la  Ltth  \u,  ij!  and  ix. 


T  E* 

and  1  Cot\  ziu  7*  and  as  the  miniQcnof 
the  fncii  diuirhei  in  Afta  are  Hylcd 
Jfjf-u*  h  10*  and  in  Jcvtvai  vcrlb  of  the  t ara 
following  chapters,  the  iirft  Joiic  given  in 
the  paraphrase,  appears  10  me  to  he  mod  il< 
turai,  mod  eafily  intelligible,  and  bed  cuii- 
uefted,  and  of  a  piece  with  the  rrtt  of  die  i* 
puttiers  thread  of  argument  on  this  hen!. 
However  I  bavejutt  touched  upon  the  other 
two,  that  the  reader  may  take  his choke.  In 
a  text  fo  iutrirate  as  this,  which  has  been 
perplexed*  friftud  of  dared,  by  the  imrj 
attempts  that  have  been  made  to  tfiplaio  iu 
Yhl,  fW.  Syndp, 
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becauft  of 
(he  angels. 


it  Nerrrlhe- 
Irh,  neitliefitrlic 
nun  *uhout  the 
■avsrrun^  neither 
rite  Mmin  ui:h- 
oi tt  the  man  in 
die  Lord, 


j-i  For  as  the 
w n man  jj  of  the 
evert  to  i$ 
the  mi  l  by 
the  tvonaa  ;  hat 
atl  things  ni  God*. 


»i  I^dge  In 

vrt*:rtsfvet:  is  it 
* 

ff'mHythar  4 
man  pray  un;o 
God  uncovered  ,* 


fent  to  preach  the  gofpel,  and  prefide  tn  church  aflem- 
bites,  that  (he  may  not  feem  to  vie  with  the  man,  in 
the  authority  of  teaching*  And  (he  ought  to  he  the  * 
more  careful  as  to  this,  in  confideration  of  the  fuppoied 
pre fence  of  both  good  and  bad  angels  in  your  Cbrifli- 
an  afl'emhlies,  that  (he  may  behave  with  a  becoming 
reverence  to  em,  and  may  not  expofe  herftif  to  fugg.iti* 
ons  of  pride  or  immodefty  from  the  other. 

11  But  what  I  have  been  faying,  about  the  man’s 
dominion  over  the  woman,  is  net  to  be  ccnftrued  as 
tho*  be  were  to  be  an  abfoluU  Lord  over  her,  and  flie 
his  Have,  whom  be  might  command  and  rule,  in  ail' 
imperious,  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  manner,  accor¬ 
ding  to  bis  own  will  and  pica  Cure*  No;  for  the  man 
can  no  more  be  now  without  the  woman,  than  the  wo 
man  without  the  man  ;  but,  in  their  refpetlive  places, 
they  are  equally  ufrful  and  ncceffary,  one  to,,  the  other 
and  mutually  obliged  to  (tudy  and  promote  each  others 
comfort  and  advantage  j  God  having,  in  the  wjfrfoni 
of  providence,  ordered  that  it  fliould  be  fo ;  (wr  15  )  * 
and  the  Lord  Chrift,  who  is  the  head  of  the  man  (wr 
3.)  having  (hewn  equally  kind  regards  to  both,  by  mak¬ 
ing  them  rhe^fubjetts  of  his  kingdom,  in  which  there 
is  neither  male  nor  fc?nate  \  but  they  are  all  one  in  him3 
{Gab  lit.  28*3  with  Tefpcft  to  fpiritual  bit  (lings,  with¬ 
out  altering  the  natural  and  civil  duties  of  the  relation 
in  which  they  before  flood  ro  each  other* 

12  For  as  the  woman  was  at  fir  ft  formed  out  of  the 
man  ;  fb  likewife  all  the  fans  of  Adam*  yea,  the  whole 
human  race  are  conceived  aod  brought  forth  by  the  wo¬ 
man:  and  therefore  they  are  now  the  reciprocal  means 
and  in fl-rument 5  of  each  others  being  and  happinefs  ; 
But  God  htmfdf  is  the  firft  caufo  and  prdcrer  of  alt, 
who  has  made  the  man  to  be  what  he  is  to  the  woman, 
and  the  woman  what  (he  is  to  the  man,  that  they  might 
difeharge  their  mutual  duties,  in  the  moft  faithful  and 
affectionate  manner,  one  toward  the  other. 

[3  Bur,  to  return  to  my  principal  argument,  I  ap¬ 
peal  to  your  own  unbiased  judgment  and  fenfeof  things 
and  would  alt  you,  Is  it  decent  and  becoming  in  a 
woman,  though  under  mfpiration,  to  behave  is  if  (he 
would  invert  the  natural  and  eftablifhed  order  of  God's 
appointment,  by  putting  off  ber  veil,  and  fo  boldly  at 
fuming  the  air  of  authority,  which  don’t  belong  to  her 

when 


N  O 

*  fa  tit  Ijord  (0  K-jf ji>)  ufually,  and  I  ap- 
prthend  coriftantly  is,  or  may  be,  mean!  of 
Crrtjlj  in  the  numerous  silver  pUrt=s  of  the 
Kcw  Tcflatncnt,  v-bere  that  phrafe  occur* ; 


T  E. 

anti  therefore  1  coviltl  net  tMnk  it  proper  to 
kaveout  a  ttfu’cncc  to  him  in  die  p.rupht'aTe; 
elptftxdy  iin«  he  ha!  been  mentioned  Lc^ 
fort,  ( rcr.  5.  J  ai  saurtHifti  in  is  at  y  unu  nt.: 
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Ch. 


14  Both  71 

even  nature  itftlf 
teach  y-'iit,  that  if 
v  man  ha*c  Long 
hair,  it  Ua  Jhainc 
lima  him  l 


i  J  But  ifa  wo¬ 
man  have  long 
hair,  itUa  glory 
to  hoc  :  for  her 

Jnir  u  given  her 
for  a  covering. 


iS  But  If  any 
man  feem  to  be 
contra  Uous,  we 
have  no  ftirb  cuf- 
tnmf  wither  the 
churches  of  God, 


1 7  Nov,  in 

%h\s  that  1 1|&  UiC 
gnt^ja* ia  T  prtifo 
ptt  fiet,  that 

you 


when  (he  takes  the  liberty  of  praying  in  public  ? 

14  Doth  not  nature  ttfdf,  which  has  made  adiftiric- 
tlon  of  foxes,  and  has  prompted  all  civilized  nations  to 
P refer ve  an  appearance  of  that  diitin&ion*  tdl  you, . 

that,  according  to  the  generally  eftabliflied  and  approv¬ 
ed  cuftom  of  the  age,  it  is  an  c Are m mure  and  degrad¬ 
ing  thing  for  a  man  to  wear  and  difpofe  his  hair  in  the 
length,  drefs,  and  form  of  a  woman’s  ;  fo  as  not  to  be 
diftinguiflicd  from  her*s#  ?  This  is  very  unfeemly  and 
unbecoming  him. 

15  On  the  contrary.  If  a  woman  let  her  hair  grow 
to  its  full  length,  and  drds  her  head  with  it,  according 
to  the  common  mode  of  attiring  with  decency  and  fo* 
briery,  it  is  an  ornament  Aii table  to  her  fex  \  and  it  is 
to  her  commendation,  that  fhc  keeps  up  the  natural 
fign  of  her  being  fattsfied  with  the  rank,  in  which  God 
has  placed  her :  For  her  hair  was  given  her,  by  the  au¬ 
thor  of  nature,  to  be  fuch  a  cloathing  for  her  bead,  as 
fhould  be  managed  in  a  manner  diftin&ive  from  the 
nan's  that  there  might  be  no  appearance  of  confufion, 
of  fexes.  This  argument,  as  has  been  obferved,  (wa 
5,  6*)  is  equally  ftrong  with  regard  to  the  veil,  or  any 
other  mode  of  drefs  5  that  betokens  modefly  and  fubjec- 
lion  1  aud  therefore  nothing  contrary  hereunto  ought 
to  be  fuffered,  in  your  religious  afiemblies. 

16  But  if,  after  all  that  has  been  urged}  there  be  a- 
ny  of  your  new  teachers,  or  others  among  you,  that 
are  of  a  litigious  fpirit,  and  difpofed  to  contend  for  fo 
prepofterous  a  pra£Hce  $  all  that  1  (hall  further  add  is 
that,  as  fuch  a  temper  is  to  he  condemned,  fo  no  fuch 
ufage  is  allowed  of  hy  us,  the  infpired  apoflles  of  Chrift 
nor  is  it  to  be  met  with  in  any  of  the  other  New-Tcfta- 
ment  churches,  whether  confiding  of  Jrwijh  or  Ccntik 
converts,  which  God  has  made  the  feat  of  ordinances, 
and  honours  with  his  prefence,  that  he  may  be  glorifi¬ 
ed  in  them  5  and  therefore  it  is  bed  for  you  to  have  no¬ 
thing  to  do  with  it. 

17-  And  {■**}  while  I  fpeak  of  perfons  being  conten¬ 
tious,  this  reminds  me  of  fome  other  great  mi  (manage¬ 
ments  among  yon,  which  are  by  no  means  to  your  ho* 
tiour,  or  edification :  Though  I  have,  with  pleafure, 
commended  you  for  following  my  inttruftionG  in  other 
things  ;  (fee  the  note  on  ver*  a.)  yet,  as  to  what  I  am 
now  going  to  fay,  I  muft,  with  regret,  tell  you,  that 
indead  of  praifing,  I  am  conftramed  to  blame  and  re* 


N  o 

•  The  p  rami  fcuou?  drefs  of  both  fexes  was 
Jorfuddcn  in  tlic  law  of  Dcm, 

j,  probably  ±0  ptevert  the  abufo  that  isi^ht 


prove 

T  E, 

attend  unnatural  difgtiife^  See  Ahfw&th  on 
that  phc?j  aud  the  U  c  :v trial  htflo^vcl,  ij< 
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you  come  to Ae¬ 
ther,  not  for  the 
fitter,  but  for  the 


i9  5or,firftof 
all,  when  ye 
c^:nv  together  in 
the  church,  I  hrar 
t’ut  there  be  di* 
visions  among 
you  i  a*d  I  part¬ 
ly  believe  it* 


to  For  these 
mull  be  alio  here* 
fi«  among  yoa; 
that  they  which 
are  approved  may 
be  made  nunifrit 


among  you, 


ic  When  ye 
enuie  together 
there  fore  into  6u« 
;■!»«,  ifcVis  not 

to 


prove  you*  becaufe  ye  are  fo  very  diforderly  in  your  re¬ 
ligious  meetings*  that  they  turn,  not  to  your  fpiritual 
profit*  and  the  glory  of  Chrifi ;  but  to  your  great  hurt 
and  the  dtftionour  of  his  name. 

18  For*  m  the  firft  place,  when  ye  meet  together  in 
a  church  way*  for  the  celebration  of  facred  ordinances 
I  am  informed*  ( chap *  i»  u.)  that  ye  fall  info  parties* 
and  fo  make  fcbifnis  among  yourfelves*t  to  the  breach 
of  order,  peace,  and  brotherly  love;  and  I  have  too 
much  reafon  to  ^redit  the  reports  I  have  heard  of  it,  at 
lead  as  to  Come  part  of  you. 

19  For  couGdering  the  depravity  of  human  nature, 
and  how  bufy  fatm  and  his  in  liniments  are  to  fow  fares 
among  the  wheat,  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  hut  that  as, 
in  the  event  of  things,  our  Lord  him  fell  has  foretold 
us,  it  mull  needs  be  that  offences  come  j  {Matth  xviii* 
7.)  fo  there  would  be,  not  only  factions  and  fchifms  a- 
raong  you,  hut  atfo  great  corruptions  in  doctrine  and 
worfltip,  which  wicked  and  defigning  nten  would  intro¬ 
duce  to  the  fubverting  of  the  Chriflian  faith  and  prac¬ 
tice*,  (2  Ptt*  ii*  t*)  God  fuEFering  it  to  be  fo*  in  his 
wife  and  holy  providence,  and  over-ruling  it  to  this 
good  ead,  that  fmcere  helievers  in  Ohrid  may  be  tried, 
and  proved,  and  Aline  with  the  greater  lu  A  re,  as  ap¬ 
proved  of  him ;  and  fo  be  the  more  evidently  diltiu* 
guithed  from  nominal  proftflbrs  and  hypocrites* 

20  This  factious  fpiric  has  introduced  another  very 
criminal  mtfdemeanoiir  in  the  mod  folemn  pans  of 
worAiip  i  when  we  profdTedly  meet  together,  as  Ncw- 
Teftament  churches  ufe  to  do*  in  one  place,  for  ccle* 
hrating  the  Lord’s  Supper  t,  which  he  inftituted  to  be 
a  memorial  of  his  death,  the  way,  in  which  many  of 
you  manage  oq  thofe  occaGous,  is  fuch*  as  really  is 


NOTES- 


*  It  it  plain,  that  by  JivijhnSt  or 

the  apoftlc  does  not  merry  any 
}*p*ra$tai  from  the  rhurch^  but  uncharitable 
ijil  di  (orderly  di  villous  in  it  t  For  the  Ccrm* 
(.V-nu  continued  to  be  one  churdi ;  and*  rnit- 
ttidUhnJing  all  their  ftrifes  and  difagrcc- 
ments,  there  was  uo  reparation  in  the  exter¬ 
nal  communion  of  one  factious  party 
from  another :  And  it  is  >n  this  feofe  of 
fy-i/m  irt  ibt  churchy  and  not  of  ranting  ejf 

fr;m  ilt  lhat  he  ofes  the  word,  chsp*  i-  JO* 
wA  xii  %  which  are  the  tmiy  places  hi  the 

he  n  Tclhment,  befides  this,  where  thnrcb 
yiiJ/*/are  mentioned*  The  fcr  iptme  tiotioti 
Therefore  of  this  (in  is  a  dilfrwnt  tiring} 
fnm  that  orderly  ftpararion  from  corrupted 
churches,  which  later  ages  have  ftlgmaiized 
wt*h  hideous  outcries,  as  feUfm  i  and  have 

siude  an  «jiiic  of  the  grtaiteft  truck  m*  up- 


parc- 

prefltont,  and  murders,  that  hare  troubled 
the  Cltriilan  wurU- 

f  I  fee  mo  jud  reafon  to  ftippofe,  as  many 
do,  that  thu  apoftlc  here  refers  to  the  hi* 
fctfjti  f  For  lie  menlioas  only  tkeLerJ* s  fi p- 
and  all,  that  he  (peaks  of  afterwards, 
admits  of  an  eafy  application  to  their  gro£ 
irregularities  in  partJtin£of  that  ordinance, 
whik  ninny  of  thofc  things  can  admit  of  Ho 
other  co nftnidtion,  as  may  bejecu  in  their 
places :  And,  for  rbc  care  of  their  abufci 
of  k}  he  brings  them  bark  to  the  origin*} 
■inflitution  of  the  lord’s  Cupper;  (ver,  13-^ 
17)  am!  then  diners  them  hovr  to  rdebrate 
it  to  fuch  a  manner,  as  prevent  iltcir 

ft>  unworthily  receiving  it*  (vtr*  aft— 34-} 
But  if,  after  all,  any  fhouid  think  that  the 
apolfle  meant  tha  hv?  ftjfh*  what  he  here 

iiiys  a q  great  v'ommeiuhirian  vf  tHcuw 


■ 
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to  eat  the  Lords 
flipper. 


>1  For  m  ot- 
every  one  tak- 
eth  before  etv r 
Jiih  own  fupper ; 
^nd  one  is  ban* 
pryT  and  another 
i»  drunken. 


a*  What  ?  bare 

yi  not  hmita  io 

C4i  and  to  drink 

iuf 


partaking  of  that  (thine  ordinance,  according  to  the 
true  nature  and  defign  of  its  inftitution,  but  is  turning 
it  into  another  fort  of  feftival,  than  Chrift  intended. 

2 1  For  in  your  diforderly  manner  of  keeping  that 
fpiritual  and  (acred  fcaft,  ye  cat  and  drink,  as  though 
it  were  appointed  for  the  refrefhmenr  of  the  body,  ra¬ 
ther  than  of  the  foul:  Indead  of  the  whole  church’s 
partaking  of  one  bread,  (chap,  x.  1 6,  17.)  in  teftirao- 
ny  of  thetr  coihmuning  together  with  brotherly  love, 
and  of  their  having  joint  fclluwfhip  with  Chrift,  each 
party  bring  their  own  provifion,  and  eat  their  ownfup- 
per,  when  it  is  ready  for  them,  before  another  eats 
theirs:  And  inftead  of  taking  only  a  little  of  the  bread 
and  wine,  which  is  enough  to  anfwcr  the  end,  fome  of 
you  make  a  full  meal,  contrary  to  the  plain  defign  of 
the  inftitution,  which  was  at  the  clofe  of  the  pafcbal 
Cupper,  after  the  hunger  of  the  difciples  had  been  fa- 
tisfied,  by  their  eating  at  that  feftival :  (fee  the  note  on 
Mark  xiv.  21.)  And  as  there  is- a  great  difference  in 
worldly  cir cum  fiances,  between  fome  and  others  among 
you  ^  fo  they  who,  through  their  poverty,  are  incapatak 
cf  providing  for  thcmfelves,  are  negteQed  by  the  reft 
and  go  away  as  hungry  as  they  came,  while  the  rich 
bring  plentiful  entertainments  for  their  own  and  their 
friends  ufe,  and  eat  and  drink  to  the  full  *,  if  not  to  a 
degree  of  excefs,  and  that  at  a  time  when  they  ought 
to  be  moft  fober,  felf,mortified,  and  ferious,  and  to  ex- 
ercife  a  compaffionate  love  to  Cbrift's  poor,  in  diftri- 
bating  to  their  relief. 

22  What  an  incongruous,  ahfurd,  and  fcandalous 
practice  is  this  ]  if  feaftiog  to  pleafe  and  fatisfy  animal 
nature  be  your  defign,  have  ye  not  f  families  to  eat 
and  diink  in  for  this  purpofe,  privately  at  home  ?  Or 
do  ye  think  fo  lightly  of  the  church  of  God’s  own  in- 

ftitUtiOQ 


NOT 

*  A*  the  word  fomrtimes  figiii* 

fie?  cnlf  to  drink  fo  as  to  chear  the  fpi- 
SVS,  a  lid  is  rendered  vh?I 

ii.  10*  and  U  okul  by  the  fiwatj  mudb 
111  theAmeftnfe^GttJ.  iliii.  34^  tndCj*/.  t-  i, 
there  U  no  necdTtiy  of  thinking  that  any  of 
IhtCM^nifed  fo  make  chcmfdmdnink 
at  the  Lord's  fupper  bi1!  they  at  Wed 
thcrn&lve*  n  too  great  a  liberty  of  drinking 
there;  and  perhaps  took  erKouiagemem  to  h, 
bccauftf  he  Jims  were  wont  to  do-  fo  at  the 
|ta(Toverj  and  the  heathen*  at  their  fails  on 
their  furificcs ;  and  yet  their  ClirlAian  priw- 
Copies  arid  profeflioii  might  reftram  them 
from  thofe(klrari;l  cxetDcswhichbpr  hjfvj 
arrd  J-frtffXrtj  ud  into,  on  thofc  occafrons, 
t  As  in  fthpiijrc  Ln^ua^e,  not  In  tig  is 
nsejx  Cgi:;muD  lhaofer  ae*Jti  tu  tfgnify  fe- 


E  8. 

imcs,  it  feem*  more  naiural  to  take  bevies 
in  that  fen  ft  here,  fn  opposition  lo  church 

which  had  been  fpokco  of  jnd  bc- 

fJjrtj  w,  itf-«ro.  than  to  it nderftand  hou¬ 
ses  in  the  fittroi  fenfe,  in  oppofitton  to  the 
pfflce,  where  the  dmrch  met  log  ether :  And 
is  the  Chriftlans,  in  theft  day*  of  perfect** 
lion  could  hare  no  dated  places  ihat  were 
peculiarly  fet  apart  for  religious  werfhip,  hei 
met,  as  they  had  opportunity  in  ptimt  bon- 
f«,  I  cannot  think,  with  Mr  Jofiph  AM;, 
(VoL  l.  p,  405,  &c*)  that  toe  pUff  they 
met  in  is  here  called  the  cftm-ch  of  Got f*  fo 
evidnujy  contrary  to  the  nfo  of  this  phrjfc 
io  this  epiftlc,  chap,  i*  1.  s,  31.  and  it. 
and  in  all  other  pans  of  the  New  Teftuncrr, 
Sec  Dr  Cbattotj* 1  Ex+UJU  Ennck&t&}  p- 14- 
■— *1. 
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in  ?  or  dcfpifeyc  ftitution,  for  the  celebration  of  divine  ordinances  in 

Ocd  ^ncMhnne  ^cini1  affemblies,  as  if  common  and  (acred  things 
them'  that  have  were  to  be  blended  together  in  its  adminifirations,  and 


jut  l  Wha  (hul) 

i  fay  U>  you  ! 

fit  all  I  pm  ft  you 
in  this ?  I  priife 

y^a  not. 


its  poor  members  were  to  be  thought  beneath  your  no¬ 
tice,  though  they  are  as  dear  to  Chrift,  and  coft  him 
as  much  to  redeem,  and  have  as  much  right  to  this  ho¬ 
ly  ordinance,  as  the  rich  ?  And  are  ye  minded  to  ex* 
pofe  and  diicouragr,  and  to  poor  contempt  and  {corn 
upon  fuch  members  of  the  church,  as  have  no  provi- 
lions  of  their  own  nor  are  admitted  to  partake  of  yours  f 
What  that!  I  fay  to  fuch  an  extreme  diforder  and  cor¬ 
ruption  among  you,  as  this  ?  Shall  I  commend  yon  for 
it,  as  1  did  for  your  following  my  orders  in  other  things  i 
(ver.  2.)  No,  by  no  means  *  in  this  particular  1  can¬ 
not  do  it,  hut  mult  faithfully  reprove  you  5  fincc  here¬ 
in  ye  have  in  Head  of  keeping,  notorioufly  departed 
from,  what  1  delivered  to  you  about  this  very  ordi- 


13  For  t  hive 
received  of  the 
fjord,  that  which 

aii'o  ldclivocdon- 

lo  vou,  That  the 

■P  * 

Lord  Jefbs,  tot 

f.ir*e  night  in 

which  he  Wit  be* 

took 

bread; 


14  Andywhtii 

he  had  p*rn 
thude* 


nance* 

33  for  though  I  was  not  prefeat  when  onr  blefled 
Lord  inftituted  this  holy  (upper,  and  celebrated  it  with 
his  difcipies ;  (Matth  xxvi.  76,  ise.)  yet  that,  which  I 
have  received  concerning  it,  by  immediate  revelation 
from  Jefus  Chrift  bimfslf ,  (Gal.  i.  12.)  and  that,  which 
I  accordingly  communicated  and  recommended  to  you, 
for  your  religious  obfervation,  when  I  preached  thegof- 
pel  among  you,  aud  brought  you  into  a  church  ftatc, 
(chap.  iii.  6.  and  Jfts  xviii.  7 — 11.)  was  this,  that  as 
the  Lord  Jefus  is  the  great  head  and  king  of  the  church, 
and  only  has  a  right  to  inftitute  divine  ordinances,  and 
demand  our  obedience  {  fi>  in  the  very  night,  on  which 
Judas  perfidioufly  betrayed  him  into  the  bands  of  hi* 
enemies,  in  order  to  his  being  crucified ,  he  took  a  loaf 
or  cake  of  bread  into  his  hands,  at  the  clofe  of  the  paf- 
cha]  (upper,  to  intimate  that  he  was  going  to  fet  it  apart 
ro  fome  further  (acted  ufe ;  He  did  this,  I  fay,  the  very 
fame  night,  that  he  might  feal  his  Teftament,  juft  be¬ 
fore  he  died,  for  the  confirmation  of  our  faith  j  that  he 
might  Ihevr  how  willing  he  was  to  undergo,  and  keep 
in  view,  theextremeft  cf  his  fufierings  in  his  near  ap¬ 
proaching  death,  and  might  tcllify  the  greatnefs  and 
conft&ncy  of  bis  endearing  love  to  the  church,  in  pro¬ 
viding  for  their  comfort,  even  while  he  was  going,  in 
the  moil  terrible  manner,  to  bear  theii  (ins  and  forrows ; 
and  that  he  might  the  better  engage  their  love  to  him, 
and  their  after  notice  of,  and  value  for  this  affeding 
ordinance,  as  the  token  of  a  dying  friend. 

24  And  when  he  had  prayed  over  the  bread  for  a 
bleCing  upon  it,  with  thankfgmng  to  God  for  the  rich¬ 
es 
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thinks*  fee  brake 
rtt  and  laid,  take, 
ca t;  this  is  ray 
body,  which  b 
broken  for  yon: 
(his  dura  rcnwn- 
biancc  of  me. 


i  j  After  the 
Jaroe  manner  ftllb 
h  took,  the ,  cup, 
when  he  had  flip¬ 
ped*  fay  ins* 
cup  is  the  nee 
tettament  in  my 
blowl:  thisdoye* 

as  oU  as  ye  drink 

it 


es  of  bis  love  and  grace*  and  fo  fet  r  apart  for  the  in¬ 
tended  holy  ufe ;  be  then  brake  it  into  feveral  pieces, 
for  each  of  his  difciples  to  eat  of  it  ;  and,  at  bis  deliver¬ 
ing  it  out,  be  faid  to  them,  take  and  tat ,  thereby  in¬ 
timating  that  it  was  defigned,  and  given  for  their  fpi- 
ritual  benefit,  and  that  they  ought  to  receive  and  feed 
upon  him  by  faith,  which  was  fignified  by  thofe  aft  ions : 
and  further  to  explain  his  meaning*  he  added,  this 
broken  bread,  which  I  have  now- Separated  to  facramcn- 
tal  ufe  *,  is  the  fymbol  and  reprefentation  of  my  body, 
which  is  juft  now  to  be  crucified,  pierced,  and  wound¬ 
ed  for  your  iniquities,  as  futfering  in  your  room  and 
head :  Take  then  and  eat  of  this  Symbolical  bread,  in 
a  believing,  humble,  joyful,  thankful,  and  obedienti¬ 
al  remembrance  of  my  dying  lore;  of  the  extremity  of 
my  fuffering  on  your  behalf;  of  the  deliverances  and 
bleffings,  which  1  have  thereby  procured  for  you ;  and 
of  the  obligations  to  love  and  duty,  which  1  have  there¬ 
by  laid  upon  you. 

25  In  like  manner  he  took  the  facramental  cup  into 
his  hands,  after  he  and  his  difciples  had  eat  of  the  bread; 
and  then,  having  Alfo  fet  that  apart  by  prayer,  (Mark 
xiv.  23.)  he  faid  to  them,  the  wine  in  this  cupfignifies 
and  reprefents,  and  is  to  be  the  (landing  memorial,  by 
my  inftitutioo,  of  the  blood  which  I  ftied,  with  agony 
in  my  foul,  for  the  confirmation  of  the  covenant  of 
grace,  and  the  pu rehab ng  of  all  the  good  things  con¬ 
tained  in  it;  which  covenant,  as-all  it’s  promiled  bJef- 
fings  depend  upon,  and  are  to  be  enjoyed  by  virtue, 
and  in  confeqnetice  of  my  death,  may  be  called  the 
New  Tcitament  put  in  force  by  it;  Drink  f  ye  all ef 


NOTES 


•  That  the  pronoOncing  of  theti:  words, 
Tffs  is  my  hrfyr  if  not  the  form  of  content- 
lion,  as  tfcc  Fapljh  pec  tend,  is  evident :  he- 
raufe  Chrifl  hid  his  difciples  t&H  and  be¬ 
fore  he  pronounced  thole  words  ;  br,t  it  is 
wyahfurd  to  fuppofc,  that  he  [houtH  order 
them  to  rake  And  cat  the  bread,  before  \t  was 
con  fee  rated*  Betides,  the  words  of  confem- 
tion  or  hlefEnjj*  that  .are  pro  non  peed  by  the 
min ifter,  mufi  be  ipoten  to  Gadt  in  a  way 
of  prayer,  that  be  would  make  the  bread  to 
be  (bat  to  os,  for  which  he  has  appointed 
it ;  but  this  is  my  hodyt  is  fpoken  to  the 
plct  and  no e  to  God*  and  therefore  can- 
rot  he  the  words  of  confeention;  they  on* 
Jy  a  flirt  what  the  bread  by  blcfling  it,  or 
fitting  it  3parrtU  made  to  be  namely,  a  lign* 
repre^nntion,  and  mcmonal  of  the  broken 
body  of  Chrift  and  not  his  very  body  itfclf* 
Szc  the  note  on  MaUb*  xxvi  acd  ;^,  and 
L>ike  AJtih  ao* 


f  Our  Lord,  at  th$  ctofe  of  the  pafchal 
flipper,  commanded,  that  all  his  difcipfcs, 
under  the  notion  of  hJa  church  and  family, 
ihould  celebrate  this  ordinance, 
axtL  17,)  as  a  figo  and  memorial  of  rhur 
deliverance  from  tin  and  wrath  by  his  futfrr- 
ings  and  death,  id  like  manner  as  IJrafi  kept 
the  paflfrvcr,  in  token  and  corn  me  mo  nit  jun 
of  their  deli voincc  from  the  dcAroymj:  av 
gel,  and  from  their  Egyptian  bondage,  (fcW- 

xii  id,  ay*  and  DsitU  aevi,  i,  3.)  Thi*2cus 
that  the  Lord's  (upper  was  inttituttd  in  the 
room  of  the  paflbver*  And  as  he  exprttily 
ordered,  that  all  bisdtfcipks  fltould  drink  of 
the  cup,  which  Umorttluii  lie  tiiil,  though 
not  more  than  he  intended,  of  eating 
bread;  and  which  the  apoftlo  here  interprets 
with  a  rctcrcntt  to  the  whole  bodycf  the 
church  at  Cmniin  This  evidently  fliewshow 
uiireaibnahly  and  facrilcgioufly  the  Pafiji 
deprive  ibe/wp'feof  thc^r  dir  wily  t&iuw- 

*T 
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it,  in  remero* 
trance  of  mt 


10  For  u  often 
u  ye  eat  this 
bread,  and  drink 
this  cup,  ye  do 
Jhew  ibe  Lords 
doth  till  he 
come. 


this  cup,  (Matt.  xxvi.  27.)  with  this  religious  fenfe  of 
it’s  meaning,  very  frequently,  as  often  as  ye  have  op¬ 
portunity  for  it,  in  a  fiducial,  affectionate,  penitential, 
grateful,  and  fe If* dedicating  remembrance  of  me,  and 
of  my  bleeding  love  to  you,  and  of  the  foul  fufierioga 
efpecially,  which  1  underwent  for  the  redemption  of 
your  fouls,  as  your  fiibftituteand  ranfom. 

26  Hits  hoi y  institution  anfwtrs  a  molt  important 
end :  For  as  often  as  ye  eat  of  this  appointed  bread, 
which  is,  in  it’s  own  nature,  bread  ftill,  though  Ogni- 
fying  Chrift’s  body  j  and  as  often  as  ye  drink  of  the  in- 
Aituted  cup,  the  contents  of  which  are  wine  (till,  tbo* 
figuificative  of  his  blood,  which  is  jbti  for  many,  for 
the  retmjfon  <f  Jins  5  (Matth.  xivi.  28.)  ye  thereby,  as 
in  doty  bound,  do  publicly  declare,  and  openly  avow 
to  God,  to  your  own  confciences,  and  to  all  tbe  world, 
the  death  of  your  Lord  and  Saviour,  as  that  which  ye 
depend  upon  alone  for  pardon  and  reconciliation,  and 
for  a  gracious  performance  of  all  tbe  promifes  of  the  new 


covenant,  unto  complete  falration  \  and  ye  thereby  vi- 
fibly  do  and  fincerely  ought  to  publifh  to  all  around 

}ou,  that  ye  are  not  afhamed  of,  but  glory  in  a  crucified 
efus,  how  much  foever  Jews  or  Heathens,  or  any  fort 
of  unbelievers  may  defpife  him :  And  this  ye,  as  a 
church  of  Chrift,  are  to  continue  to  do,  with  frequency, 
all  the  days  of  your  lives,  as  every  church,  not  only  in 
this,  but  in  all  fuccceding  ages,  is  like  wife  obliged  to 
do,  till  be  lhall  come  again  i^and  receive  them  to  him - 
Je/fi  or  fbail  appear  Ibe Jecond  time ,  without  Jin  unto  fat* 
vat  ion.  (John  xiv.  3.  Heb.  ix.  28.) 

st  Wherefore,  27  This  ^  the  plain  inflitution  of  Chrift,  the  end  of 
•whofocrer  iJuil  which  1  have  fet  before  you  ;  and  therefore  whoever, 

ddnluiiToi *of  contrar7  *°  *t>8  n4tur*  ai,d  defign,  lhall  in  an  ignorant 
tbeLon/ wiwor*  and  irreverent,  faQious  and  uncharitable,  carnal  and 


thily,  dull  be  fenfual  manner  t,  eat  of  this  fymbolica)  bread,  and 
jjjiiiy  of  the  bo-  0f  this  fymbolical  cup  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  which 

he  appointed  to  be  taken  and  eaten  and  drank,  in  re¬ 
membrance 


ft  o 

Tf  to  the  moft  fpecnl  cotynnand  t>f  Chrift* 
that  at)  the  mromaoianu  fl»Mtld  dfiuk  nf  itf 
a*  all  the  difciplesj  then  prefect,  dtd;  and 
that  in  the  fame  character  of  dKcipleftip,  in 
nb-hich  thqr  bad  ax  of  the  breads  Mark  jtiv* 
a  1* 

f  The  wb  {jtrtltffyiAXtJO  rendered 
fridi&mdy ft  4?  jbeut,  is  alfo  imperative ,  and 
Unities  Jww  jf/  accordingly  the  turn  of  the 
panphrxfe  takes  in  both  ftn fts* 
t  fating  and  drinking  unwrtliif  relates  not 
co  the  unworibmeft  pc*yh» j  tk'at  cukttc  to 

the  Lord's  fupper,  but  to  thrir  bu  worthy 


T  E. 

muinr  of  receiving  H  j  and  h«i  a  plain  r eftt* 
cucc  to  the  imchuitcbte  and  fciDdiloiis  naif* 
management  of  the  Cvintbian j  tt  that  ordiw 
iuocc,  «hich  the  apoftlehad  been  teafuriiifft 
ver*  i8,«— i  l  This  therefore  ought  tfi  be 
no  difcoiiNgemoit  tn  humble  fUiU*  as  u  too 
often  is,  that  lincerejy  dcGre  to  panic  of  tt, 
in  a  holy  manner,  and  to  right  ends,  accord* 
ing  tn  the  infiiuHkjrt  of  Chrift;  bat  AoaH- 
tfcrite  iheir  ferious  concern  to  ctUbtate  this^ 
as  they  itfo  tnght  every  other  ordinance, 
w  ith  a  religious  regard  to  its  fjriritual  dcfigiu 
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Ay  a  ad  blood  of 
die  Lord- 


iB  Bat  let  i 
man  examine 
himfeift  ind  fo 
let  him  ext  of  that 
bread  and  drink 
ml  that  cup. 


ip  For  be  that 
cateih  and  drink* 
nth  unworthily, 
eateth  and  drink- 
eth  datmurtoti  to 
himfdf,  not  dif* 

ctrniifcgtheLordi 

bodj. 


jo  For  this 
caaJfc  many  arc 

weak 


mcmbrance  of  his  fufferings  in  body  and  foul*  will  in* 
cut  the  guilt  of  proph ailing  this  facred  ordinance,  and 
of  comcmptuoully  treating  the  fin-bearing  body,  and 
tbe  atoning  blood  of  the  Lord  of  glory,  as  though  his 
death  wm  not  a  propiatory  faerifiee  worth  remembring; 
but  we rea  common  unfa  notified  thing,  like  the  death 


of  other  men. 

28  But,  in  order  to  tbe  preventing  of  fiich  hainous 
guilt,  let  every  one,  who  would  partake  of  this  holy  or¬ 
dinance,  go  into  a  ciofe  examination  of  his  ftate  before 
God;  of  hia  faith,  love,  and  evangelical  repentance; 
of  the  frame  of  his  heart,  and  courfe  of  his  life  ;  and  of 
his  knowledge  and  fenfe  of  the  fpi  ritual  Ggmftcationand 
ends  of  this  folemn  inftitution  ;  let  him  fee  to  it,  that 
they  be  agreeable  to  what  ought  ti>  he  found  in  a  lincere 
communicant;  and  with  thefe  ferious  enquiries,  and 

gracious  exercifes  of  foul,  let  him  eat  of  the  facra men¬ 
tal  bread,  and  drink  of  the  facramental  cup. 

19  For  he  who,  being  nef^igent  of  all  this,  eats  and 
drinks  at  the  Lord's  Supper,  with  an  unfriendly,  con* 
tenuous,  party  fpirit,  or  with  carnal  principles  and 
views,  fuch  as  have  been  already  taken  notice  of,  (ver* 
18— 12.)  or  doth  it  without  a  religious,  reverent  regard 
to  tbe  true  nature  and  intention  of  Chri(Fs  appointment 
therein,  eats  and  drinks  not  to  his  own  edification  and 
advantage,  but  to  the  expo  ting  of  himfelf  to  Dome  fe- 
vere  temporal  judgments  in  this  life  *,  as  tokens  of 
God's  righteous  tefcotment  againft  him,  for  not  conft- 
dering  the  death  of  Chrift,  with  a  religious  regard  to  it, 
as  re  preferred  in  that  ordinance;  not  making  a  diffc- 
rente  {**  between  thofe  facred  fymbolsofthe 

Lord's  Body  and  blood  for  fpiritual  purposes,  and  com¬ 
mon  food  for  the  re frdh merit  of  animal  nature. 

30  It  is  on  account  of  thofe  Oiamcful  diforders,  in 
temper  and  pradice,  which  have  been  found  among 
you,  that  the  hand  of  God  already  lies  fo  heavy  upon 
you  f.  From  hence  it  is,  that  many  of  you  are  now,  by 

his 


NOTES. 

*  The  word  (xffps)  Clan  Gated  damnadan^  far  their  abofes  of  that  facred  ordinance 
properly  and  primarily  dgniftes  judgment*  and  triU  them,  wr.  31.  that  whin  they 
and  is  ufed  for  temporal  judgment y  in  1  Pet*  thgsjfadjyrd,  they  mere  ehaftened  of  th  tW, 
bT  f  and  often  bytbe/rvM/j,  as  in  Dent,  that  the?  /houla  not  he  condemned  with  re 
xxx ii.  41.  atid  KzeL  v.  ST  iq,  sy,  and  is  e-  t world:  This  oppofc*  judgment  to  jfca/m- 
vidently  to  be  thus  underftood  here,  and  not  demnathn;  and  imimates  that  fomr  nf  t Kr , 
of  eternal  damnation*  as  re  any  bondt  and  tr  J-  at  leaft,  who  were  vifited  with  tbofc  > 
iy  gracious  foiik  have  taken  it,  to  xhc  terrify*  ral  judgments,  were  the  children  Of  Ucd, 
iog  of  their  fpirit^  and  diffOUra^uk^  their  anil  would  be  eternally  lived, 
approaches  to  the  Lurd*;  table:  For  the  a-  -j-  It  is  not  improbable  but  that,  is  We 
piiHc  explains  his  meaning  in  the  uestverfe,  have  apprehended*  Cerintb  then  v^jrrl 
where  he  tn  fiances  in  tempcral  iud fnttdi*  with  an  epidemical  and  mortal  difcifc;  eh:  I 
vthkh  had  befallen  many  of  die  (At that  the  apofUe  mi$Ut  know,  by  immedUic 
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WGlk  sod  ficklv 
sinong  you,  and 

auny  deep* 


jt  T<tr  if  vc 
vmiM  judge  our- 
frll'CS,  uc  ft  mild 
not  be  judged* 


31  But  when 
vc adjudged  we 
3i\r  chaftened  of 

the  Lord)  that  we 

Jbauld  jHXhc  con-* 
tiemntd  wiih  the 
world* 


33  Wherefore, 
my  brethren, 
ivlwn  ytewatEO- 

£Cther  to  eat,  tar¬ 
ry  one  for  ano- 

bifr. 


his  awful  judgments,  in  a  weak,  Gckly,  and  dinger* 
ous  ftate  of  health  j  and  many  others  have  been  cat  off 
by  -  death  :  Take  heed  therefore*  left,  for  the  like  eaufc, 
God  Ihould  come  out,  in  ftill  further  ways  of  rig htt 0  u  f- 
nefa,  agaiuft  you. 

31  For  were  we  fcrioufly,  ftri&ly,  and  confcienti- 
oully  to  fearch  into  our  own  conduit  in  tbis,  and  all  o- 
ther  cafes,  by  comparing  it  with  the  word  of  God;  and 
were  we  thereupon  to  pafs  lenience  upon,  and  condemn 
ourfelves  for  what  is  amifs  in  us,  and  with  penitent 
hearts  to  corrcG  it,  we  (bould  efcape  God’s  frvere  re¬ 
bukes,  in  the  way  of  bis  boly  pro  ride  ace,  for  oar  de¬ 
faults. 

32  But  when  any  of  us,  who  are  true  believers,  are. 
in  this,  or  any  other  way,  afflifted  by  terrible  things  in 
righteoufnefs,  we  are  therein  wifely  and  mercifully  ch  a- 
ft i fed  of  the  Lord,  in  a  fatherly  manner,  to  the  end  that 
wc  might  be  brought  to  repentance,  and  not  fnffered  to 
go  fecurcly  on,  uocorrcfttd  and  unreclaimed,  in  fuch 
ways  of  finning,  as  would  be  incontinent  with  a  ftate 
of  grace  and  favour  with  God  j  and  fa  might  not  be 
call  in  judgment,  at  the  great  day,  with  the  unbelie¬ 
ving  and  ungodly  world. 

33  Therefore,  my  dear  brethren  in  Chrift,  take  heed 
of  all  thofe  provoking  abufes  of  tbis  boly  ordinance, 
which  have  been  fo  notorious  among  you  ;  and,  when 
ye  aftemble  for  partaking  of  the  Lord's  Tapper,  ftay  for 
one  another,  that  ye  may  communicate  together  at  the 
fame  table,  and  at  the  fame  time;  and  fo  may  have  a 
truly  Chriftian  fellowftftp and  communication  with  the 
Lord  jefus,  and  with  one  another,  like  brethren  of  the 
fame  family,  and  children  of  the  fame  heavenly 
Father,  according  to  the  real  intent  of  the  ordinance  it- 
felf. 


34  And  if  any 
mm  hunger*  let 
!um  tat  at  home; 
that  ye  come  not 
i->^otbcrunco  eon- 

d^nddon.  And 

the 


34  And  33  to  the  ordinary  and  needful  refrefhments 
of  the  body  ;  if  any  of  you  are  hungry,  Jet  fuch  an  one 
fatisfy  his  craving  appetite  at  home;  and  not  think  to 
do  it  it  the  Lord’s  table*  which  was  never  appointed  for 
fuch  purpofes;  that  ye  may  not  meet  together  for  the 
worfe*  (ver.  1 7*)  even  to  the  aggravating  of  your  guilt* 
and  provoking  God  to  punilh  you  in  the  way  of  bis 
dreadful  judgment  («*  for  your  perverting  the  de- 

Ego 

NOTE. 


fersbtku,  that  the  fin*  of  G^hVi  people 
h*r*5  particularly  in  h^rnd  pro|tiuina* 
lion*  of  tbc  Lord's  fupper,  greatly  conttibu- 

rt<l  to  die  brb^iit^  dovn  of  that  judym cue 

Dpon  them*  and  upon  their  city. 

*  bleep  is  a  common  word  in  f  capture,  to 
lenity  the  death  of  men,  whiiit  ti  ii  moil 


frequently  ufed  u itb  rehtfcm  to  the  death  of 
the  b:rau«c  chert  h  to  Lie  a  rifing,  or 

awaking  from  the  dci>dk  bMh  of  ifce  juft  i»d 
the  «njuft.  Dun  xii*  t.  Rut  bratet  that  die, 
bn:  never  fuitl  to  /?«pf  taciuit  they  willac* 
vt,  fUl  a>*iiu. 
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the  reft  will  I  jet 
ill  order  wtep  1 

CKDC* 


fign  of  fo  fid  cant  an  ordinance,  and  celebrating  it  in 
an  unbecoming  and  uncharitable,  carnal  and  factious 
manner*  And  as  to  other  irregularities,  of  what  na¬ 
ture  foever,  which  are  among  yw,  and  have  been  meii' 
tioned  to  me,  I  fliall  defer  the  confideradon  of  them, 
till,  by  the  will  of  God,  I  may  have  opportunity  of 
making  you  another  rifit;  when  I  hope,  by  his  guid* 
mce  and  bldfinz,  to  let  them  all  to  rights. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

’Where  can  we  find  an  example  without  defeat,  or  an  authority  withont  reftric- 
tian,  but  in  (Thrift !  The  belt,  even  of  infpired  men,  are  to  be  imitated  no  fur' 
ther  than  they  fallow  Hiw  ;  nor  are  any  commands  binding  upon  conference,  fur* 
ther  than  they  are  His;  But  it  is  matter  of  high  commendation,  to  remember 
all  Uut  is  good  in  his  fervants  ;  ^aml  to  obferye  thofe  ordinances  and  command* 
meats,  whkh  they  deliver  from  the  Lord  Jeftis*  How  contrary  is  it  to  the  de- 
fign  of  the  infpi ration  itfelf,  to  fubvert  the  natural  order  of  things,  whkh  God 
bimfrlf  has  eftabltlhed !  He  has  made  man  to  be  the  Head  of  the  woman,  in 
feme  degree  of  dominion,  as  (Thrift,  in  his  office- capacity,  is  the  head  of  the 
man,  and  God  the  Father  is  the  head  of  (Thrift*  How  unfeemly  and  d I  {honour- 
able  then  u  it,  for  the  human  fexes  to  change  the  ranks  of  fuperiority  and  inferi¬ 
ority,  which  God  has  ordered  fur  them,  and  the  tokens  of  which  are  to  be  p re* 
ferved  by fuch  dift'mguiihmg  drefst  as  nature,  and  the  allowed  cuftoms  of  the 
age  direft  to  1  But  yet,  as  God  has  made  the  man  and  woman  reciprocally  ufe* 
fill  and  neceflary  one  to  the  other,  and  the  wife  is  to  behave  with  mod  eft  y  and 
fubjeftioa,  in  all  lawful  things  to  ber  hufband ;  fa  he  fhouid  treat  her  with  the 
Utoipft  getrtlenefs aind  afletfion.— -How  blame- worthy,  ned  injurious  to  the  in- 
ttreft  and  credit  of  religion,  is  it,  for  the  members  of  churches  to  fall  into  a  con* 
tentious,  factious,  and  uncharitable  temper  and  behaviour  towards  one  another; 
and  that  about  practices  which  are  contrary  to  the  laudable  cuftom  of  other 
churches  !  And  how  melancholy  is  it  to  thfr&  of  the  benefits  in  do&rines,  that 
will  unavoidably  rife  in  the  church,  through  the  fubtdty  of  Satan,  and  the  cor¬ 
ruption  of  mankind !  But,  bldfedbc  God,  that  he  over-rules  all,  to  the  grater 
Improvement  of  true  believers,  and  to  the  more  eminently  dfftinguiihing  them 
from  folk  profeflbrs,— What  n  gracious  inftitution  is  the  Lord’s  fupper,  whoJc 
authority  and  love  have  bound  the  frequent  celebration  of  it  upon  the  consciences 
of  ah  his  dtfdplea,  whether  weaker  or  ft  ranger  believers,  till  he  ihall  come  again 
to  judgment !  But  how  careful  (hould  we  be  to  obferv^this,  together  with  every 
other  ordinance,  juft  as  he  has  left  it ;  and  that  in  a  folemu  manner,  fuitabJe  to 
Its  fpiritual  nature  and  drfgn,  as  a  memorial  of  his  body,  which  was  broken* 
and* of  his  blood,  which  was  fhed  for  us ;  and  not  with  carnal  principles  anil 
views,  which  make  it  quite  another  thing  !  How  fenfclcfs,  and  contrary  to  fit* 
crainental  language,  is  it,  to  fuppofe  that  the  fubftanjceof  the  bread,  after  it  is 
fet  apart  for  (acred  u&,  is  turned  into  the  very  body  and  blood  of  (Thrift !  It  ia 
bread  ftill  as  much  as  ever*  And  yet  how  concerned  fhoold  we  be  to  partake  of 
it  with  reverence,  and  with  an  exererfe  of  fuitabJe  graces,  that  we  may  not  eat 
and  drink  unworthily  !  in  order  hereunto,  every  one  ihonld  examine  himfel* 
as  to  bis  apprebenfiona  about  the  obligations  and  meaning  of  this  ordinance,  and 
his  right  to  partake  of  it;  and  when  he  has  good  hope,  through  grace,  that  he 
is  a  true  believer,  and  finderely  tie  fires  and  aims  at  the  honour  of  Chrift,  and  bis 
own  edification  in  receiving  it,  he  ought  humbly,  thankfully,  and  cheerfully,  to 
approach  the  table  of  the  Lord ;  and  not  he  kept  back  by  terrifying  fears  of  a 
damnation,  which  the  apoftlc  never  meant,  and  which  fuch  a.  foul  is  in  no  danger 
of;  nor  by  fears  of  fuch  temporal  judgments  m  tbislife*  as  came  upon  the  Code- 
thians,  for  their  fcandalous  profanations  of  the  leered  Jymbols  of  the  body  sod 
blood  of  Chrift*  But  whenever  God  corrects  any  of  us  tor  our  iniquities :  haw 
happy  it  it,  if  we  are  only  chaftcncd  of  the  Lord,  that  we  may  not  be  condemn¬ 
ed 
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cd  with  the  world  !  Alaa  \  How  many  things  are  there  out  of  order  in  true  be¬ 
lievers,  and  in  the  churches  of  Chrift  themfdves  ?  and,  what  need  is  there  of  di* 
vine  dire&on  and  influence,  to  reduce  them  ail  to  a  regular  Bate*  as  becomes  the 

gofpel ! 


■  T 

CHAP*  XU* 

As  the  Corinthian  church  was  greatly  enriched  with  Jpiritval  gifts* 
and  turned  them  intooccafions  of  Jlrife  and  emyf  tbeapoftle  conjiders 
their  original  as  from  Cod \  and  their  variety  and  ufi  for  the  propa¬ 
gation  (/  the  gofpek  a7*4  edification  <f  the  churchy  i|—  u*  lUu~ 
fl rates  this  by  an  altujion  to  the  human  body*  m  which  every  member 
has  its  place  and  uft,  for  the  good  <f  the  whe/e*  i  3,-2$.  Appfies  it 
to  the  church  of  Cbrijl*  which  is  his  body>  and  to  the  gifts  of  every 
particular  member *  which  are  to  be  exercifed  for  the  advantage  of 
all  the  reft)  27,-30-  And  ctofes  with  an  exhortation,  to  feck  after 
fom thing  fill  more  excellent*  31* 


Text.  PARAPHRASE, 

tTOwcoiwOTing  VrOW*  haring  offered  what  may  be  foffictent  about 

birthrel^Mld  /  the  difordere,  that  have  been  found  in  your  wor* 
noi  hare  you  i$~  (hip,  {chap,  xi*}  I  would  add  fome  thoughts  about  thofe 
Mrant*  fupernattiral  qualifications,  endowments,  and  powers 

which,  though  not  in  themfelves  of  a  faying  nature, 
may  be  called  fpiritual  gifts ;  becaufe  they  proceed 
from  the  immediate  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  are 
chiefly  feared  in  the  foul,  and  relate  to  fpiritual  things. 
In  thefe  fome  of  you  greatly  excel;  [chap,  i,  5,  7*  and 
xiv*  12.)  but  are  too  apt  to  pride  your  (elves,  and  turn 
them  into  occafions  of  ft  rife,  envy,  and  vainglory  1 
With  refpeA  then  to  thefe  *,  and  the  perfons  endowed 
with  them,  I  would  fain  have  you  undeffhmd  and  conft- 
der  my  Chriftian  brethren  of  whom  ye  have  received  them 
what  their  true  nature  and  defigo  is;  and  how  they 
ought  to  be  ufed  and  exercifed* 

%  As  to  their  original^  Ye  can*t  but  know,  and  ye 
ought  ferioufly  to  reflect  upon  it,  to  keep  you  humble 
before  God,  and  ro  engage  you  into  a  holy  and  dili¬ 
gent  improvement  of  them  for  his  glory,  that  mod  of 
you  were  Tinners  of  the  Gentiles*  and  lately  were  in  z 
ftate  of  deplorable  daiknefs  and  idolatry,  in  which  ye 
were  drawn,  and  even  hurried  away  to  the 

worftitpptng  of  falfe  Gods,  and  their  images,  fuch  as 
flocks  and  Rones,  and  the  works  of  raen’s  hands  which 
whatever  their  devotees  pretend,  about  the  anfwers  gi^ 
veirhy  their  oracles,  arc  juftly  ftylcd  fenfdefs,  dumb 

.  idols 

N  O i  T  E, 

*  The  irant  (‘rvwurffxxv)  rendered  ffwtioxl  birig  beth  and  aftfrr, 

way  rrhte  tu  ftrfins ai  well «  tbwgs* 


*  Yeknp^rthat 
ye  were  Gentiles , 
cirrid  away  on* 
*>  ibeje  dcrob  i- 

doU 
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dolt,  even  u  ye 
ttcrtkd. 


j  Wherefore, 
1  give  yaii  to  tin* 

tbit  no 
man  {peaking  by 

the  fpirit  of  Cod 
alleth  JtTut  to 
ended:  and  that 
no  nun  an  fiy 

that  fern*  I*  the 
Lord,  but  by  tbt 
boiy  GbofL 


ideb,  {Habak.  ii.  18.)  that  can  neither  fptak,  nor  hear, 
nor  do  any  thing  for  their  worshippers  ;  {P/a/,  cxt.  4 — 
8.)  much  lefs  can  they  Confrt  fuch  excellent  gifts  upon 
them,  as  ye  are  now  favoured  with :  To  thefe  ye  paid 
your  religions  homage,  even  as  ye  were  induced  to  it ; 
by  the  natural  blind  nefs  and  depravity  of  your  own 
minds  by  the  example  of  others,  and  the  artifi- 
,ces  of  your  pagan  priefts,  who  were  then  your  leaders, 
and  by  diabolical  im pollutes,  that  had  nothing  of  the 
divine  fpirit  in  them,  by  whom  ye  are  now  turned  from 
thofe  idols  to  God,  and  are  fo  richly  adorned  with  his 
fupernatural  gifts. 

3  Therefore,  to  excite  your  gratitude  and  praife  to 
the  author  of  the  happy  change,  that  is  made  upon 
you ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  to  give  you  a  genera!  and 
certain  rule,  whereby  ye  may  didinguifli  the  gifts  and 
operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  from  all  delations,  fuch 
as  the  exorcifms  of  the  Jews  *,  and  the  pretended  in- 
fpirations  of  the  heathens ;  as  alfo  to  prevent  envy,  ftrife 
and  prejudices  among  you,  I  judge  it  needful  to  inform 
you,  that  no  one  whatfoever,  be  he  Jew  or  Gentile ,  who 
thinks  or  fpcaks,  under  the  light  and  influence  of  the 
of  the  fpirit  of  God,  can  reje£t  our  divine  Lord  and 
Saviour,  and  talk  of  him,  as  though  he  were  an  im- 
poftor,  abandoned  of  God  ;  or  can  designedly  detract, 
in  any  refpe&  from  his  glory:  much  lefs  can  fuch  an 
one  work  any  real  miracle  to  confirm  thofe  blasphemous 
Anathemas  $  it  being  dire&ly  inconfiftenc  with  the  do* 
fign  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  of  all  his  operations,  to 
infpire  with  any  rentimcms*  or  communicate  any  pow¬ 
ers*  that  are  oppofite  to*  or  derogatory  from  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  bldfed  Jefus :  And,  on  the  other 
band*  no  man  can*  from  his  very  heart*  acknowledge 
Chrift*s  authority;  fpeak  honourably  of  him*  as  God; 
ami  profefs,  own,  and  preach  him*  as  the  only  Lord 
and  Saviour*  whom  he  reverences*  loves*  adores*  and 
ferves*  and  on  whom  he  intirely  depends  fot  all  falva- 
tion ;  much  lefs  can  he  perform  any  miracle*  to  con¬ 
firm  the  truth  of  this  profeflion  of  his  fairh  in  him*  but 
by  the  illumination  and  operation  of  the  .  Holy  Spirit* 
who  comes  into  our  world  on  purpofe  to  glorify  Cfirift 

by 

NOTE, 


*  The  Je-aifk  nation  dcoied  that  t lit  Holy 
Ghoft  was  given  to  the  C Ottilia t  or  dvtlt  u- 
pon  any  out  of  the  bad  of  ffrttrt;  and  their 
£ram^JwerceRcmWfto  Chnft,  and  pretend* 
cd  to  be  thtimieive*  endued  with  the  HoJy 
Ghoft.  (See  Dr  Hehrtut  and  TjJ- 

mudkaj  txrrcitat&ftSy  wl*  B.  p-  ?So*)  What 
the  apofUc  therefore  fiys  in  this  ve^c, 


dcftgiK<l  to  confute  the  vain  bails  of  (he  & 
orajfi;  fliid  fo  take  off  the  prejudices  of  the 
believing  -J/t vs  agijpH  (he  G  tuple  convcru: 
And  yvi*  as  fane  Os  the  Heath pretended 
to  iufyiraTtan*,  I  do  not  fee  why  we  may 

fippofc,  thet  he  intended  to  diftias^iib  it*. 
o  pern  km*  of  die  fmrli  fr&m  thofe  totoJW 

olfiN  . 
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4  Now  there 
^rt  dfaerfitfeg  of 
rtfrs,  butthe  fame 

Jpiiii, 


5  A  nd  there 
are  difllituccs  of 
r«rinmu(l tarions  , 
hnr  the  fame 
Lord. 


c  And  there 

arc  di  verities  of 
f*pcratio4is1  hHt  it 
is  the  fame  God 
which  worker  h 
all  in  aJL 


7  But  the  ma- 
nifeftadon  of  the 
f^irit  is  given  to 
every  urn  to  pro¬ 
fit  withaL 


Vol.  IV, 


by  taking  of  his  things*  and  (hewing  them  to  us-  (Jehn 
xvi.  14,) 

4  Now^to  dire£t  the  vfe  of  your  fpirlrux]  endow¬ 
ments,  as  welt  as  lead  you  back  to  ch::h'  original,  it  h 
proper  for  you  10  confider,  that  there  is  a  great  variety 
in  the  kinds  and  degrees  of  thofe  gifts,  which  an*  con¬ 
ferred  upon  believers,  and  upon  mini  firing  fen-tints  j 
feme  being  o£  one  fort*  and  others  of  another ;  feme 
fuired  to  one  particular  end,  and  others  to  another*  and 
iome  more  eminent  and  excellent  than  others  ;  Bur,  of 
what  nature  or  degree  fuever  they  be,  none  of  them 
proceed  from  dhTerent  fpirks,  but  all  from  one  and  the 
fame  divine  fpirir,  who  alone  beftows  them,  and  ena¬ 
bles  any  perfon  to  exercife  either  of  them. 

5  There  isaifo  a  vaiiety  of  offices,  fervices,  or  mi- 
11  iftries  (-N«mtbv}  in  the  chinch,  feme  of  which  are  fu- 
perior  to  others:  (vtr*  &t\)  But  it  is  one  and  the 
tame  Lord  Jefus*  who  has  inlUtutcd  them,  and  baa 
qualified  and-commiffioned  his  fervams  to  fulfil  them  ; 
{Ef>h*  iv*  li*  1  2  )  and  who  appoints  and  calls  fume  to 
one  kind  of  femce,  and  othets  to  another,  when  ami 
where  he  pleafes ;  and  they  all  therein  aft  under  his 
authority,  and  by  his  influence,  who  is  their  Head,  Lord 
and  King*  and  therein  minifUr  to  him* 

6  And  there  are  divers  miraculous  works,  powerful¬ 
ly  performed  in  the  discharge  of  thefe  offices  (w r*  5-) 
and  by  virtue  of  theft:  gifts,  [ver*  4.)  feme  in  one  way* 
and  others  in  another:  But  all  are  owing  to*  and  derived 
from  one  and  the  fa  me  God  even  the  Father  who  might¬ 
ily  and  effe£tua!Iy  works  by,  and  together  with  his  Son 
and  Spirit,  as  the  original  caufe  and  producerboth  of  all 
the  abilities,  that  any  per  fans  receive  forth em,  and  of  all 
the  good  elFefts  that  are  wrought  nponothers  by  them* 

7  But  that  none  may  abufe  any  of  theft;  fpiritual  gift* 
and  offices,  in  the  txerafe  of  them,  it  is  to  be  conii- 
dered,  that  all  thefe  evident  difeoverics  and  demon  ft  ra¬ 
tions  of  the  peculiar  prefence,  light,  ami  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  in  which  God  the  Father,  and  our  Lord 
Jeftis,  a£l  by,  and  together  with  him,  {ven  5,  6 .)  are 
dtrfigned,  and  granted  to  thofe,  that  are  favoured  with 
them*  not  for  their  own  private  advantage,  honour,  ami 
applaufe,  much  lefc  to  fwcll  their  own  pride,  and  dif- 
dain  of  others,  nr  to  occafion  ftrife  and  enwj  hut  they 
are  given  to  every  one  that  has  them,,  for  the  fame  ge* 
neral  ends  and  purpofes,  even  for  the  inflruflicm  edi¬ 
fication,  and  confnnurion  of  the  church  ;  and  fo  for 
the  common  benefit  of  the  whole  myftical  body  of 

ChrilL  r.  17,  iv) 

t  l 


k 


S  For 
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6  rorto^ncis  8  For,  to  inftaoce  in  fame  of  the  principal  of  thcfe 
piyc.i,  by  the  jpj-  fpir^uai  endowments,  to  one  perfon  is  freely  given  by* 

lit,  Ultf  lVl»rd  uf  r  ,  ,,  r  1  t  *  -  r  _  1*1 

to  3^-  the  immediate  agency  of  the  fpmt  of  truth  and  grace* 
thcr  dio  word  of  a  clear  underftanding  of  the  great  do&rines  of  the  gof- 

lit 1 PT 1 1116  pel,  and  an  ability  to  preach  and  apply  them*  with  jadg- 
nmcipmt,  ment  and  propriety*  in  the  whole  compafs  of  them,  ac¬ 
cording  to  New  TeiUmcnt  revelation  of  their  glorious 
fyftem,  for  making  others  wife  unto  faWation,  through 
laith  in  Jefus  Chrift ;  To  another  is  given*  by  the  light 
and  influence  of  the  fame  divine  fpirit,  a  deep  infight 
into  the  Old  Teftamcnt  types  and  prophecies  concern¬ 
ing  Chrift*  ami  the  important  things  of  the  gofpc),  as 
they  are  contained  in  the  law  and  the  prophets  * ;  and 
an  ability  cf  explaining  them  to  others*  and  fhewlng 
how*  they  arc  accomplished  u  Eider  the  New  Teftimentftate: 

9  To  another  is  given,  by  the  fame  Holy  Spirit,  a 

v  To  ancihcr  lo  tne  truth  of  the  gofpel,  and  noldnefs  in 

r„ii  h  i»y  the  Hi  me  preaching  it,  together  with  a  firm  t;  ufl  in  Chrift  for  all 
(p-riu  to  another  divine  afliftancef,  that  fhrJi  he  needful  in  every  dange¬ 
rs  rous  a°d  difficult  fcrvice*  to  which  he  may  be  called; 

ypiritp  To  another  is  communicated  the  gift  of  healing  all 

manner  of  bodily  difeafes,  in  an  inftant,  without  the 
ufe  of  ordinary  means,  for  confirmation  of  the  gofpd, 
by  the  fame  good  fpinM 

io  To  another  is  given  a  power  of  wot  king  other  mi* 
rfJ  another  raclcs  of  all  forts,  as  there  may  be  occafion  for  them  to 

iniiwfcsrnfa^D-  anfwcc  the  like  purpofes*  fuch  as  inflifling  immediate 
ito  prophecy ;  and  vifible  jjumfhments  on  notorious  offenders,  as  in  the 

lo  cafe  of  Ananias  and  $apphiraf  and  Sly  mas  the  forcerer  j 
Ails  v-  j,  xo«  and  xiii.  ri.)  raffing  the  dead ;  {AEls  viii. 
40*)  and  conveying  the  fpirit  hy  hying  on  of  hands  ( Acls 
viii,  17*)  to  another  isgranted  the  gift  of  prophecy  %%  for 

the 


w  o  ' 

*  The  ivcrJ  cf  and  At  wsrd  rf 

t/wWdw,  not  only  an  acquaint¬ 

ance  w-Jib  ilit  til  hies  meant  thercbv  :  hut  ill- 

j.  T 

Jo  an  ahiihy  to  Olicofcr  ihetn  to  others  ;  and 
;js  the  goJiitToj'  Chrifl,  or  Chri/t  as  revealed 

;:i  the  griped,  is  cnitod  vtififom,  iht  Toifdam  of 
irs:f  and  tht  Mnfikntof  Godina  myfitri^  in 
tUUupHfk,  chap*  L  *4.  and  ih  6-/?/ and 
*'t  v*mfdm  of  Godr  (Kph*  iib  10.) 

jind  as  ximrfcdvcf  which  lie  fappofe:! 
it*  be  tuny  at  by  the  Holy  Chotl.  hi. a  wjy  of 
cvinp.iritifi  fpiriuai  thhgs  vhi  fyiriisat,  (chap. 
«*  *3  )  ^  mentioned  hrre  a&  1  rfit tin ct  gift 
1mm  that  i tf  from  that  of  prt- 

fz&y*  vtT  ic,  dud  from  thoii:  of  rnschtion 
aaj  furvpt-fCui  L-liup.  jtiv,  6 .  the  4iitiuOlonT 
between  aU  ihti'e  la  ilie  I'rtraphMfcj 
4i  probulle,  as  aiiy(  that  has  fjllcti 
wader  toy  oh  Java  Lion.  See  Mifaft*.  tor, 
i,  p*  ,  uc,  -aid  Cf  ifbwj  an  tliLi 
if  Lee* 


f  is  here  ranked  among  the  rr/« t*- 
£mrj  gi ft ^  of  diefpirit;  but  in  uudcrilauil 
it  of  Lhe  faith  ?f  -m*ratUt%  as  is  commooly 
done,  nt  1  ihinJt,  lo  tnake  it  too  arincidcut 
with  the  tub'o  \K\t  memioned  gifts;  thelVtch 
of  mimdcs  being t  in  edWt,  the  tome  Ui in; 
vjih  tht  gift  of  hraiivg,  and  the  t working  f 
mint dts  ;  And  therefore  1  have  ixnGdcrtd 
aU  theft  Ciiirc/Tioiis  in  iui  k  fenie^  ai  ^ 
befl  preftn^C  a  diflrctnte  biAwren  tl»em; 
yet  have  giver;  fneh  a  view  of  faith,  as 
be  ranked  among  the  extraordinary  gifts  et 
the  ipinU 

f  I  rather  chooft  to  reAr-tic  propUti  in 
this  place  to  the  Tiarural  and  S\n<t  ;ircep*r- 
tion  i>f  Uie  uaori[,  and  that  with  rtb*Mn 
to  a  lo'ier  fort  of  prophet*,  filch  as  A* 
gafats,  who  pctiplnMed  of  the  fimine  kt. 
JenrfiUm^  and  0/  Pouts  being  bound  tlwn^ 
Ai it  xt  17lX@*  aQdxu,  JO*  II,  :han^ 

■x  *  -  1  _ 
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to  another  di  f- 
ccrntngof  fpiritst 
to  another  divers 
kinds  of  tongues; 
to  aoMber  the  in* 
terpreUtun  of 
tgofiiw* 


it  Butalltbc'e 
vorJtcth  tiurunC 
and  the  fdf  ftnke 
dividing  io 
every  man 
tatty  as  be  will. 


the  foretelling  of  fame  particular  events,  which,  when 
they  coroe  to  pafs,  are  like  wife  a  further  confirmation 
of  the  gofpel :  To  another  is  given  a  power  of  rfifeover* 
ing  what  fpim  men  are  a&ed  by,  whether  of  God,  or 
of  the  devil,  or  of  their  own  warm  imagination  \  and  fo, 
whether  they  are  true,  or  falfe  prophets  ;  {chap*  xjy. 
9<)a$alfo  of  difeerning  m^fTs  tempers,  dcfigus  and* 
qualifications  ;  {JEls  v*3,  9*  and  xiv,  9*)  and  knowing, 
by  immediate  fuggeflion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  are, 
or  are  not,  fit  to  be  employed  in  any  public  affairs  of 
the  church  :  [A£h  xii.  2t  3*)  to  another  is  given  a  fa¬ 
culty  of  fpeaking  any  foreign  language,  immediately  and 
fluently,  for  propagating  the  gofpel  among  Grangers  of 
different  nations  :  (A£h  ii.  8,  drc.)  To  another  is  given 
a  great  readinefs  of  interpreting,  with  propriety  and  «- 
aclnefs,  what  is  faid  in  thofe  languages,  tofuch  as  min¬ 
gle  in  the  congregation,  and  don’t  underfland  them 
( ver -  3c.  and  chap*  xiv,  13,  17,) 

11  But  whatever  variety  there  is  In  thefe  gifts  and 
powers  ;  on  whomfoever  they  are  beflowed,  in  greater 
or  leffer  degrees,  or  in  different  kinds  ;  and  to  what- 
ever  noble  purpofes  they  are  fitted,  deftgned,  and  ap¬ 
plied,  they  are  all  evidently  divine;  and,  in  cppofiuoii 
to  the  multitude  and  diverGty  of  the  gifts  themiclves, 
they  are  ail  wrought  by  that  one  and  the  felf-famc  blef- 
fed  Spirit,  whom  I  have  been  fpeaking  of,  and  who 
therein  operates  as  a  divine  perfon,  diftriburing  them  in 
all  their  forts  and  meafurcs  to  every  one,  that  has  any 
thing  of  them  refpe&ively,  as  his  own  things,  (^*) 
which  he  has  full  power  federally,  juit  as  ha 

pkafeSj  and  as  his  own  a£t  and  deed;  not  by  ccmftrnint 
or  necellity,  but  freely,  according  to  his  own  will  and 
pleafure,  who  works  as  a  free  agent,  in  all  that  he  doth  {;, 
with  the  fame  fovereignty,  that  is  the  peculiar  preroga¬ 
tive  of  God  himfelf,  ( ver*  18.  and  IleL  ii*  4*)  \vit!i 
whom  it  u  lawful  to  do  what  be  will  with  hh  own  { Match* 
xx*  13.)  And  the  Spirit  doch  all  this  for  the  benefit  of 
the  church,  as  was  faid  ver .  7. 

1 2  For 


NOTE  $, 


take  it,  m  the  hxsr  forte,  to  fij^nify  preach¬ 
ing,  or  explaining  text*  of  (enprure  by  an 
immediate  illumination  of  the  fpirit,  as  it  u 
to  be  underftood  indvp,  xiy*  j.  becaufe  this 
\touM  too  much  fall  in  with  cither  ibt  ivard 
ef  Tvififoi 71 1  or  with  the  vnrrd  of  kn&U'Udgt) 

mentioned  before,  vir~  6- 

j|  The  fame  fort  of  powerful  operation  or 
energy,  und  the  fame  freedom  andfowei^iJ- 
ty>  in  didribmiitp  uil  thefc  gifts,  art  here 
iwrtbaj  to  the 

l'  are  aTcii  lied  to  God,  Tflr.  6.  and  ifi.  (m- 
r,  and  ib  are  plain  at- 


teiUtions  to  the  divinity  and 
the  Holy  Spirit;  And  their  being  all  aferibri 
(ver*  4,  1 1  p  )  U>  the  Father,  and  Spi¬ 
rit  diftiii^tty,  m  an  equal  miiiiitq  naUifnt!y 
kadi  US  U>  conccivi-  of  the  tirwii1  Spine- 

and  the  /ante  Gc^,  ns  three  ack— 
rjLk  perfons  in  the  one  amimdod  0:*d!n'-ui; 
and  as  exerting  one  and  the  jamr  energy  , 
a  lid  fb  being,  in  nature  and  uper  (j;  2 

and  the  fame  Oo-?.  b'ce  sny  o\h 

this  text ,  intit  W,  W;*  Hi!]  Soi'.ll  a  i!i  “At  ptf* 

f'W,  6,  *v- 

4  * 


4 
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i  a  Fit r  us  the 
In.* riy  is  rifle,  tnt\ 
ljJJh  rrwm- 

beri-,  iiwl  ^ti  :ijc 
uambcr*  of  Cum 
r.nc  body, 
ipjny,  urt  tine  !rt>- 
ct  :  ip  alio  is 

ciiiSil. 


T  }  ^fi*  JiVOflC 
fill  h  H 1 1  Uf  u'ii 
hr.pkcrd  tsito  one 
body,  vhcbtr 
ic  J<v'+  or 
CcoE'U^',v*fthrr 
w  ■  :  hf"'.*id  or 
fee;  and  han't 
ixen  ui]  made  r ■> 
drink  iiuoo.te  *■*  i* 
lit- 


n  For  as  the  natural  body  of  a  man  is  one  animal 
n^biick,  enlivened  and  actuated  by  one  foul*  and  con- 
fifts  of  many  members,  which  have  their  feveral  func¬ 
tions*  in  their  refpecfcive  places,  for  the  advantage  of 
the  whole  ;  but  (*f)  all  the  members  of  that  one  body* 
though  com po fed  of  ever  fo  many  parts,  conftitute  On¬ 
ly  one  human  body;  fo  like  wife  it  is  wiih  regard  to 
Chrift  myfiical  **  even  his  churchy  which  is  vitally  un¬ 
ited  to  him*  as  members  to  their  head  ;  and  is  animated 
by  one  and  the  fame  fpiric,  that  refides  without  meafure 
hi  him,  { chap *  vi.'  and  John  iii*  3^  )  and  is  com- 
ntunicated*  according  to  the  mcajurc  of  his  gift ^  to  them: 
[Eph.  iv,  7.)  and  this  fpiritual  ixidy  is.compofrd  of  many 
members*  each  of  which  habits  particular  place  and  of¬ 
fice*  for  the  e  dification  of  the  whole;  but  he  they  ever 
fo  many*  and  their  gifts  and  ufts  ev^r  in  various,  they 
all  together  make  up  but  one  complete  church,  or  body 
of  Chrtfl; 

13  For  all  of  us,  who  are  endued  with  the  gifts  and 
graces  of  one  ami  the  felf-fame  fpim*  (ver+  it-)  are 
thereby  incorporated  into  one  fpiritual  body,  according 
to  what  was  figniik-d  by  out  being  baptized  with  water, 
and  that  without  any  preference  of  one  ro  another,  whe¬ 
ther  we  be  Jrwifh>  or  Gentile  believers ;  and  whatever 
our  civil  fUncm  be  in  the  world*  whether  that  of 
ters,  or  ft-rvams,  and  bomUlaves  :  For  we  are  all  one  in 
Chrift  all  Ice  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  be¬ 

nefits  of  bis  church*  as  AhraharrCs  feedt  and  heirs  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  promife*  (Gab  lii.  28,  29,}  and  we  have 
all  been  nouriflitd  and  refrdlied  by  further  participations 
of  that  cue  divine  fpirlt*  who  invigorates*  ftrengtheir* 
-nd  comforts  us,  and  cau:es  us  to  be  of  one  heart  and 
foul*  in  things  pertaining  to  God,  according  towhatis 
lignilled  by  our  vlfible  communion  with  Chrift,  and 

with 


NOTE. 


*  Cl  *-•  *  ?*’  v  £ +v  .?  :r  1  T  a  nrTcr  fond  t  he 

3t:C^n:ns  of  thdl  otpriJiion,  which  com- 
ji^iuTv  ulvd  iti  i)ii  ■»  uiJi:,  U  np^iicd  to  Ch  rill 
,  ‘wfiKaliy^  and  wrpvr  f:h  fibred 
ni-.tl  ilriOiy  fptfsktng*  Unifies  n\\  his 
;is  united  tocher  in  faith  and 
1  vc  t.y  !ds  Spirit,  under  him,  and  by  virtue 

of  t  nmoji  to  him*  a>  ihcii  head ; 

is:  m  bv-r  nay  he  t"  ken  for  -ill  thole 

i\vy.  are  rjiiWy  urvtid  n»  li^n  :  So  th;it  every 
(■iic  cf  t/tm  i'i,  as  ir  hi  one  01  oher 

1  f  thciV  voiinit^attcms  of  ftmii  a  pcirt  of 
*  1  Iss :  ^:t;t  M  \  TC  the y’^cir  h£vt 

v  ■ ,,  Htti  oily  (  i,  s  j-3  and  who 

hi  f  ro  .v  m/,  vr\i\‘n  hh  mem  acts* 

lyzy  <;*:;}  fh:;t  vt? '  ix.  4.)  In 

ill's  :i.n  h  Crx  c’-i-rch  is  n^L  irstny  bodies* 
Lm  Jo.o  in  C.iiij  1  tu  vnken 


togc:htrt  make  Snt  one  tmiveifa!  or  catl  ol-c 

church  under  hltn^  as  thtirluaJ,  thi>'  form-' 
ed  io :o  many  pdrikuuir  ihnrchc'  for  the  rc- 
Id-ratbn  of  fa-cred  ordinann:^  *;n  l  makk.5 
a  rc^tfUr  folcmn  piofclTian  o;  his  nanr\ 
And  ail  ;ho=^  amon«  t]:cni,  rliat  aic  no:  :a 
f*T*teri:y  and  with  what  they  arc  in  n^rr* 
and  [uofdlion^  as  OiriLtians,  sireoniy  estter- 
nn!  and  vifihle  rocmJycis  cf  this:  one 
wlitV,  l"ke  limbs  ih  have  the  dead  pailV^ 
or  like  a  hiind  ryr,  «>r<i-afearT  j^trlS  of  the 
br>dy  whirh  inc  apoftle  hifra^cri  in,  vtr.  i  ^ 
they  have  no  vital  and  bcncHdal  umnnirJ 
cnrrminnion  uith  the  htvid?  rurf  tvi^h  -Ki  ’-■ 
thcr  members,  that'  ftre  in  1  email y 
timlly  cemented  together,  and  partaken 
fpiritual  life  and  w£ol;i-  nom  Chrilt*  rit: 
head. 


a.  xii. 
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14  For  the bo- 
£y  11  not  one 
member,  bur  mi- 


i;  If  tlic  foot 

Li  fjy,  tk-C-iufc 
T  am  r»ot  the 
hart^f*  I  am 
of  the  body  >  is 
ir  the before  not  of 
tj it*  Ovdy  ? 


ti  And  iftUs 
c*i  rh-ill  fay,  be-' 

r-=t|fe  lamtiortiie 

eye,  (  am  not  of 
the  h*>ety ;  U  it 
fhrref-'r?  eot  of 
the  body  ? 


ij  Ifthevbole 

fca  Jy^rfarc  etc, 
u‘!.erc  it'ff;'  tbe 
:  if  ib; 
u  note  bo:ir- 
astjj,  u-herc  v*ert 
the  ? 


t€  R'lt  tiov 
fcith  God  f=f  the 
m cfltb'rs  every 
«vie  of  ’hem  in 
the  Kodyt  a*  U 
huh  plwiedhi.'r. 


with  each  other,  as  one  body,  in  cur  drinking  of  the 
cup  of  bkfljng  at  the  Lord's  Supper  {Chap.  x.  16,  17,) 

14  For  ai  the  natural,  fo  tbe  myihcai,  or  fpirituai 
body,  do  not  con  Hit  of  one  fingle  member;  but  of 

fiy,  fome  of  fuperior,  and  others  of  inferior  ufe  and  ex¬ 
cellence;  and  none  of  them  are  unnecdliiry,  b;it  ail 
conducive  10  the  perfection  and  beauty  of  thv  whole, 

15  To  illuftratc  this  by  a  few  plain  instances,  relating 
to  rhe  natural  body,  if  the  foot  (fuppofing  it  were  cupa- 
ble  oi  fpeaking)  fhnuld  fay,  hecaufe  1  am  nor  the  hmd, 
and  lb  can't  work  as  that  doth,  I  am  no  part  of  th#  bo¬ 
dy,  norot* anyufetoit;  would  it  be  reafonahld  to  con¬ 
clude  from  thence,  that  it  is  no  member  of,  nor  any  way 
uleful  to  the  body?  I:  certainly  is,  for  all  that,  and  is 
neccfiary  to  its  Handing  and  waiting. 

1 6  And  if  tbe  ear  fhoultl  fay,  becaufc  I  am  not  the 
eye,  ami  have  no  faculty  for  teeing,  I  aru  no  part  of 
the  body,  nor  at  all  ufiful  to  it ;  could  any  one  think 
that  therefore  it  is  not  a  member  of  the  bctL%  nor  of 
any  advantage  to  it?  There  is  no  room  for  fuch  a 
thought;  fince,  for  all  that,  the  tar  is  of  vad  feivicc 
by  its  hearing:  So  it  is  with  refpecl  :o  the  fpi ritual  bo¬ 
dy  of  Chrift,  in  which  its  members  of  Ipwcr  gifts  and 
graces  are  as  truly  of  the  body;  arid  ns  needful  to  it, 
in  their  refpetlivc  (Brians,  us  tbefe  of  fuperior  offices 
and  attainment*,  for  lVrviug  the  purpofes  of  his  glory, 
and  the  good  of  the  whole  church, 

17  If,  011  one  hand,  a  1 1  the  human  body  were  no¬ 
thing  but  an  eye,  what  would  become  of  the  f?n£ c  of 
hearing?  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  whole  body  were  all 
ear,  formed  only  for  hearing,  what  would  become  of 
the  reft  of  in  fenfe;,  as  particularly  of  its  power  of 
fmeliiug,  as  well  ns  of  feeing  ?  80  if,  hi  the  church  of 
Chrift,  all  its  members  had  only  one  fort  of  gifts,  nr 
graces,  though  ever  fo  excellent,  where  would  be  the 
beauty,  plea  Hire,  and  advantage  of  its  rich  variety, 
which  is  as  ueceiTiry  to  rhe  perfection  of  tile  church, 
as  all  the  organs  and  ferries  are  to  "that  of  the  human 
body?  All  this  would  be  loll,  to  the  detriment  of  tbe 
whole, 

iS  But  as  in  the  natural,  fo  in  the  fpiritual  body, 
God  has,  in  fa£t,  fee  and  ranged  every  member  in  its 
proper  place  and  order,  with  fueh  powers,  and  for  Cuch 
ufes  and  frrviccs,  as  in  his  infinite  wih'om  and  good 
picainre,  he  faw  fit  tell  and  belt,  that  rath  of  them  might 
fubferve,  and  be  employed  for  ihe  benefit  ol  the  whole, 
with  a  fuitablt  variety  of  friru  u#l  qualifications  and  of¬ 
fices*  that  are  needful  fur  it.  - 
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tp  And iF they 
vereatluiiE  m?nw 
her,  V.IHYC  u; it 

(he  budy  \ 


But  imw 
arc  u Mi  many 
me  miners,  yet 
bm  P-t  bodv. 


1 1  And  the 

rye  cannot  iuy 
Unto  the  hand,  I 
hiTr  nt?  need  of 
thee  7  nor  again 
die  he:ur.l  to  the 
fevt,  I  hive  i:a 

b  p 

Deed  of  you. 


it  Nay,  wucli 

cnoie  thule  ;nOt:'' 

Ikts  of  the  l;odjrt 
which  £x-ni  tr>  he 

nitre 


19  And  if,  in  either  of  tbefe  forts  of  bodies,  there 
were  only  one  member  for  one  particular  ufe,  how 
could  it,  in  the  firil  cafe,  be  a  proper  human  body  \ 
Gr*  in  the  freon d  1  an  organicai  and  integral,  or  com¬ 
plete  body,  compofed  of  federal  parte  like  that  of  the 
church  ?  The  very  notion* of  fiich  a  body  fuppofcs  it  to 
be  made  up  of  many  members,  every  ore  of  which  has 
its  fpeciai  ufe  and  function,  for  which  it  was  formed* 
fumifhed,  and  placed  itvthe  body  of  Chrift. 

20  Cut  now,  as  God  has  ordered  both  thefe  flruc- 
tures,  according  to  the  cuunfel  of  his  own  will ;  the 
members,  in  each  cf  them,  are  very  many  and  various, 
for  ferving  their  feveral  important  purpofa?  j  and  yet  all 
togeiher  conftitutc  but  011c  body,  according  to  their  re- 
fpectfvc  natures,  for  the  good  of  which,  every  one  of 
them,  as  in  a  well  organized  budy,  ought  to  contribute 
its  part,  as  cf  the  ability  which  Gcd  gives ,  that  he  in  all 
things^  relating  to  the  fpimuat  body,  may  h  glorifitd 
through  Jtftts  Chriji.  (1  Pet-  iv,  u.) 

21  And  they  have  fuch  a  mutual  dependence  upon* 
and  relit  ion  to  one  another,  that  as,  in  the  natural  bo¬ 
dy,  the  eye,  which  is  the  organ  of  tight,  cannot  fay  to 
the  hand,  which  is  the  inftrument  oi  work  and  labour, 
l  have  no  occaGon  for  you,  but  can  do  as  well  without 
you;  No,  nor  can  the  head,  that  big  heft  and  noblrft 
parr  of  the  body,  which  is  the*  feat  of  contrivance  and 
dirc£Ucn,  fay  to  the  feet,  which  are  the  lowcft  part, 
but  Support  and  carry  about  the  whole  human  frame, 
I  ftand  in  no  need  of  you;  So,  in  the  myftical  body, 
m*y  that  have  the  mafi  excellent  gifts  .and  qualifica¬ 
tions,  and  ihe  highefl  Ibtions  in  the  church,  fuch  as 
may  give  diem  the  denomination  of  a  mlnifterial  eye  ** 
and  lubordinatc  head,  white  con  fide  red  as  a  part  of  the 
body  in  difltnttion  from  Chrift,  who  is  equally  and  on¬ 
ly  the  proper  head  of  the  whole,  ought  not  to  defpife 
the  meanefl  of  its  members,  as  though  they  were  ioGg* 
in  (leant  and  ufclifs. 

22  Nay,  to  carry  this  ccmpartfon  ftill  farther,  tbofe 
parts  of  rhe  body,  that  feera  to  be  of  the  more  weak  and 
tender  frame,  inch  as  the  organs  of  uigdlion,  nourifli- 
meiu,  and  circulation  of  the  blood  and  fpirits,  and  the 

like 


SO 

*  Chrift  U  the  proper,  v:,td,  influ¬ 

ential.  ami  aurl.ori’a'iec  Head  of  the  rhiirHi  ; 
a?  fuch  he  i>  IVc^iienEly  lppken  of  in  JLri p- 
tu;1* ;  and  no  any  more  ;o  l;c 

tilled  the  than  rss  insjUrt  in  Miiy  lhch 

J'cufe  Bur  as  ihn  apoittcj  ail  aJor^-  i:j 

lexr,  fjiritky  uf  ;*h*  chi.Ttfh.  3^  .vr  Ufh  cf 

in  ^Lulion  to  ti!d  voi^vLti;  jutaritl 


T  E- 

U«}yf  all  the  mem  Her*  of  which  fiareii-cJ 
of  one  another;  So  the  that  cannot 

Uy  tit  ibc  * m,  1  have  m  «cr d  *f  y**t  is  tu  lie 

ccnudcird  merely  a &  a  m/Ky?em/  head,  and 

To  a  part  of  the  body  iriclfp  in  difiiT  {zin* 
fro SCt  CliriO,  at  the  fnprtxi*  head,  ulio  jitiV 
rr.«Lrt#  aad  rdot  the  xhvSc* 


Ch*  xii.  The  Ftrji  EpijUe  to  the  Cobihthians  paraphrased. 


more  arc 

4*tCv/I  i  rjf. 


%%  A*ii  thofi 
of  the 
bo  iy  >  u-hirh  vtc 
thhtk  to  be  lc£ 

up¬ 
on  theft  wt  be-* 
JKiw  more  abun* 
rhat  honour,  and 
*ur  uncomely 
p-trjt  have  mo»e 

abmiaxit  corne¬ 
lians. 


»4  For  our 

eoTicly  r*r/j  h  tv<r 
no  need  :  but 
tjttl  hath  tern* 
pered  the  body 

together  havit»ij 
firm  moreabun- 
Amt  honour  to 
fliit  p*rt  which 
UcXed : 


15  Vhut  there 
ft  wild  be  no 
£hifm  m  the  U>- 
dy;  but  jfot  the 
nxmbert  (Valid 
hjve  the  ftrr:e 
r^re  ore  fi>r 


like,  are  abfolutcly  nccelTary  to  the  fubfiftsnee,  life, 
and  vigour  of  the  human  body  ;  yea,  and  more  fo,  than 
the  firgeftof  its  limbs. 

23  And  even  as  to  thofe  parts  of  the  body,  which, 
in  the  prefent  fallen  flare  of  human  nature*  we  account 
to  be  not  fo  graceful,  nor  fo  fit  to  be  expofed  to  open 
view*  as  the  reft,  we  take  the  more  fpecial  cire  to  put 
a  decent  cl oa clung  upon  them  ;  and  thofe  very  pairs, 
which  modefty  requires  to  be  concealed,  have  an  arti¬ 
ficial  beauty  put  upon  them;  and,  in  thatfenfi,  may 
be  faid  to  have  a  more  honourable  rcfnefl  paid  them, 
than  others  that  are  left  uncovered  :  So,  in  the  prefent 
imperfect  Itace  of  the  body  or  church  uf  Chrift,  we 
fhoold  be  ready  to  caft  a  mantle  of  love  over  the  injir * 
mitin  of  its  leaft  graceful  members  ;  and  to  make  the 
beft  of  them,  inUcad  of  cxpnfmg  them  to  contempt 
and  reproach,  or  dUdaiuing  and  rejecting  them,  as  ufe- 
lefs, 

24  For  as  in  the  human  body,  its  comelicr  parts, 
fuch  as  the  face  and  hand,  which  miy  b"  feen  in  their 
native  beauty,  need  no  artificial  covering,  either  to 
adorn,  or  conceal  them  ;  bur,  this  not  being  the  cafe 
with  all  its  members,  God  in  his  Providence  has  con¬ 
trived  a  proper  proportion  of  honour,  as  well  as  fervicc, 
in  the  whole  frame  of  the  body,  according  to  the  flats 
and  Gtuation  of  each  of  its  parts  ;  and  has  given  inti¬ 
mations  to  mankind,  to  fuppty  the  lack  of  natural  de¬ 
cency,  by  putting  an  ornamental  concealment  upon 
thofe,  that  needed  fuch  borrowed  em belli lh men ts :  So, 
in  the  fpirhual  body,  the  moft  eminent  and  ihiniog 
Chriftians,  and  fervams  of  our  Lord,  eafily  approve 
them  (elves  to  the  confidences  of  their  fellow  members; 
but  it  is  the  will  of  God,  that  thofe  who,  though  real 
believers  and  faithful  miniiters,  need  more  favourable 
allowances,  fhouM  bs  treated  with  the  greater  tender- 
nefe  and  kind  regard,  in  condcficnfion  to  their  weak* 
ruffe  s  and  in  firm  i  ties  ;  and  that  they  fhoeld  be  alfifted 
and  encouraged  in  every  thing  that  is  good;  and  eftcem- 
ed  for  fuch  fervices,  as  they  may  be  capable  of* 

25  God,  in  his  infinite  wifdom,  has  adjufltd  things 
after  this  manner,  both  in  the  natural  and  fpiritual  bo¬ 
dy,  to  the  end  that,  in  one,  and  the  other,  there  might 
be  no  (fz**?*)  breach,  difharmony,  or  alienation  of  af- 
fcfltPTi,  or  difrefpeft  tt>  any  fellow  member;  but  that 
all  the  members  of  the  body  might  have  a  like  foiiici- 
tous  concern,  and  natural  cure  of  the  welfare  one  of  a* 
cother. 


26  Finally 


■  i6  And  whe¬ 
ther  a*£.uUcr 
iulft:-,  sJl  the 
jr/:;r.bcrs  t\Akr 
i*u.‘i  it ;  one 
number  lie  tm- 
ncjtHvdi  all  t)ic 
jVicmlxTi  rei  trice 
*vi:b  i U 


xt  Now  yft  Arc 
the  hftflyofChfiSi, 
and  iu 

f  a  *- i'i  r^am  i" 
kf-r  I- 


136  77/*  Fu/  to  the  Corinth iaws  paraphrafed*  Ch.  lii, 

26  Finally,  fuch  is  their  intimate  union,  and  motu* 

aj  lympnthy  with  each  other  *  whether  it  be  in  z  way  of 
grief,  or  of  plcafure,  that  if  one  member  fuffers  pair, 
or  injury,  alt  the  reft  of  the  members  are  afflifted  with 
it,  and  ready  to  do  what  in  them  lies  for  its  relief^  01 
if  one  member  be  cafy,  profperous,  and  comfortable, 
or  honours  of  any  kind  be  conferred  upon  it,  all  the 
reft  arc  partakers  of  the  plcafure  and  advantage  with  it 
and  have  an  honour  redounding  to  themfelves  by  it, 

27  Now,  to  apply  all  this  to  the  cafe  in  hand,  Yr, 
my  brethren,  considered  under  the  notion  of  a  church, 
formed  according  to  the  order  of  the  gofpel,  (land  in 
communion  with  one  another,  and  with  all  other  trot 
churches  of  Chrift,  and  together  wirh  them  make  up 
the  catholick  vifiblc  church,  of  which  he  is  the  head; 
{£ph*  iv.  15,  16*  and  CoL  1,24+)  and  cue h  of  you  are 
particular  members  one  with  anojhcr  and  fn  a  part  (r*_ 

fee  the  note  on  Rom.  xi,  25,)  of  that  fpi ritual  and 
holy  body ;  ( Eph *  v*  30.)^ And  therefore  every  one  of 
you  ought  to  employ  rhe  gifts  and  graces,  that  God  has 
xumiflied  you  with,  for  the  edification  of  the  whole  ac¬ 
cording  to  your  different  ranks  and  qualifications;  and 
re  are  all  to  fympnthize  and  (hare  with  one  an&ther, 
both  tn  prosperity  and  adverlity ;  as  alio  in  the  honour 
that  is  put  upon  feme,  ami  in  the  neglefl  and  contempt 
that  is  Ihewn  to  others  ;  fo  as  to*  rejoice  with  them  that 
rej$icey  and  weep  with  them  that  weep*  (Rom,  xiu  15- 
28  And  in  rhe  external  admmlftration  of  the  affairs 
of  the  church,  for  the  advantage  of  the  whole,  God  m 


tS  AnJ  G^l 

Ivrh  fet  fome  in 
the  rlnirch,  fir  ft 
S^alUes,  fccwicla- 
riiy  prc'phcis, 
thirdly  t-T-vJturs, 
after  I  hit  imia- 
rics,  then  jiftiojf 
h^U.^  ;  julps. 


£ov 


theft  days  of  its  Grit  eredion  has  appointed,  gifted  ami 
placed  various  officers,  ionic  more  general,  and  others 
more  fpecia!,  in  i: ;  much  after  the  manner,  as  proper 
officers,  over  provinces,  and  particular  cities,  or  cor¬ 
porations,  are  iffiablilhcd  by  the  authority  of  a  temporal 
fovureign  in  his  kingdom  :  As,  to  fpecify  them,  he  has 
thus  folia  the  church,////  of  all,  apofttes,  who  re¬ 
ceived  their  commiflion  immediately  from  Chrift  him 
l'cl ft  as  the  prime  minifters  of  his  kingdom  ;  and  ar 


l'uruilhed  with  the  ward ofwifdojn^  (ver  8.)  for  making 
a  full  revelation  of  the  mind  and  will  of  God  under  tr^ 
New  Teft  ament  flats  :  fecondlyy  prophets,  who  are  en¬ 
abled  10  fond  important  events,  by  the  fpirit  of  pro- 
fhirty,  (ver*  to*}  and  to  explain  Old  Ttflament predic¬ 
tions  by  the  word  of  knerMedgt  \  (ver*  8,  and  chap  ink 
2.)  thirdly*  rear  hers,  who  labour  in  the  word  and  doc¬ 
trine,  whether  they  be  evsmgcrlifU,  or  pallors  of  parti¬ 
cular  churches,  01  preachers  at  large;  [Eph*  iv*  in) 
imj  who  by  that  fbi;k,  which  is  the  gift  ci  the  fpirii, 

ver* 


m 
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ptmracnt£t  tli- 
vcrfaies  of  toti~ 

£UC3- 


19  Ate  all  a- 
po'lici?  ate  all 

prophet*  ?  an 
all  teachers?  an 
all  workers  of  tni* 
neks  ? 

30  Hart  all  d*c 
^iiu  of  healing  ? 
do  all  fpcak  with 
toilet  ?  do  all 
tuctrprCL  ? 


{per*  9-  fee  the  note  there)  are  fully  perfuaded  of  the 
truth  of  the  gofpeU  and  depend  on  the  power  and  grace 
of  God,  for  all  protection  and  extraordinary  affiftance, 
in  preaching  it  with  boldnefs:  fourthly  per  Tons  that 
have  an  extenfive  power  of  working  all  fort*  of  miracleti, 

( ycr ,  ic,)  fifthly  ^  Thofe  that  have  tbe  gift  of  healing 
bodily  dife-ifes,  without  the  ufe  of  human  art ;  (vrr  9.) 
fxthfy)  fuch  as,  being  of  the  lower  clafs  of  prophets, 
foretd  particular  events,  and  are  affiftant  to  the  apo  files 
and  the  churches,  in  going  to  one  place  and  another  on 
fpecial  occalions,  for  various, purpofes  :  (See  the  note 
on  ver*  10*)  /seventhly*  fuch  as,  having  the  gift  of  dif- 
cerning  fpirits,  ( ver *  10*)  are  men  of  great  penetration 
and  judgment,  fit  for  prefid ing  over  the  fpi ritual  and 
temporal  affairs  nf  the  church :  And  iafily ,  fuch  as  have 
any  ability  of  fpeaking  *,  and  interpreting  divers  lan¬ 
guages,  by  infpi  ration  of  the  fpirir+* 

79,  30.  In  the  conflitution  of  fuch  a  body  as  the 
church  of  Chrift,  even  in  its  firfl  erection,  it  is  rcafon* 
able  to  fuppofe,  that  all  its  members,  or  officers  fhoold 
be  apofUes  ?  or  that  they  all  (hould  be  prophets  !  or  all 
preachers?  or  all  workers  of  every  kind  of  miracle  ?  or 
is  it  to  he  fuppofed,  tha-  all  (hould  have  the  gift  of  heal* 
ing  bodily  difeafes  ?  or  all  (hould  be  able  tofpeak  foreign 
languages?  Or  all,  (hould  have  the  faculty  of  inter¬ 
preting  them !  This  would  be  as  abfurd,  as  to  imagine 
that  the  whole  natural  body  were  to  confift  of  only  one 
fort  of  members,  each  of  which  is  fitted  for  every  ufe, 
and  fo  readers  the  red  needlefc  \  But  they  are  all,  as 
varkuHy  diftributed,  valuable  and  important,  in  their 
refpedtive  places,  capacities,  and  order,  to  perform  dif¬ 
ferent 


NOT 

*  A$  inter pntetian  of  in  meMihiu- 

*1,  vtr*  to-  and  viK  jo,  l  have  rontidcivd 
this  a*  induced  in  diver/ ti:;  ef  toilet. 

t  Mott  of  the  t>J fir**  ln.rt  ipoken  of,  evi¬ 
dently  tally  wit*!  (he &ifli  mtntui'.ul  ui  Lrr, 
ft,  -j.  10.  and  that  very  much  in  the  < 
e-rdcr.  'i'hjr  great  eft  difficulty  lies  ill  bAfS 
smd  giraruwutSi  uith  rcfpaft  to  which,  l 
Lave  jnoftly  (for  uuUC  01  tatter  light,  and 
yet  not  with  full  falisfaftiou  ro  my  mvn 
mind}  feUnwtd  the  critical  account,  which 
has  taen  given  of  them,  a*  parallel  with 
pnfhcty  and  Jiftemivv  uf  /pints  i  though  l 
have  varied  from  thofelcarned  authors,  vvho, 
to  keep  up  a  perfeft  a  grctmtnt  hetween 
the  order  of  flits  enumerat  on,  ujihihat;  in 
the  foremen tioncJ  vcjfe*,  have  made  ximthf 
here*  to  eorrxfpond  to  ihe  gif  is  ef  kediug 
t\crcj  and  tta  IJti  of  Iiltv,  (o  ihc 

v-trkittg  of  TnWudei  there,  hce  Dr 

fe'%  li?r  ikin',  5:c*  on  ths  place,  ami  &VJ* 

.  X;rr.  Vol*  i.  psg.  Ac*  JiO<'  the  A-'Vr 

uire.  IvfcKruirie  li»'e 


IS  S, 

writers  have  ttdd  too  much  force  in  hiier- 
pn.1^ticD,  to  maintuiu  the  very  bme  trdtr 
in  Loili  lifts ;  fince  w-ith  4  ttnall  miction  of 
h,  in  theie  two  p.irtioibrs  there  is  an  cia^t 
corrcfpundeiicc  in  the  who'c,  acd  the  order 
of  ViXiial  is  of  httle  imponanee,  The  to* 
jtous  reader  majf  conful;  for  other  iuterppo* 
Dr  rtflfjwwW  £nd  fFhti&j  on  tho 
pi  ce*  But  whatever  be  the  determinate 
jnvaoirg .  nf  the  apolile,  in  every  particular 
of  v&ch  of  tbefe  lilts >  ihc  giflt  and 
were  in  ihemielves  ;  and  r.ll  i-ad  not 

every  one  cf  them  ;  ijnd  yet  they  were  not 
fo  uifiiiifl,  Lut  that  one  person  might  have 
let  era  i  of  them  and  :hc  apatites  ini^ht  have 
them  all,  fnn  the  l^ighdt  to  the  of 

the, nr  JJut  as  Cirhsiktenj  prided  thetn- 
H-lvts  in  the  gift  of  twf  j*ejf  the  apuftL,  u> 
Jiumhlc  them,  mint  km  si  this  h/t  as  hel*Sng 

rank  iijbfu'nclV  of  all  the 

;^v'OldLl7  to  uluit  he  f^vYS  idiUUt  ibcill  4 

h'm^r  iu  the  fot»r;^ih  chapter. 
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St  Ihat  civet 
carncitly  the  bed 
and 

I  hew  I  unto  yon 
*  more  c&cdk-ut 


ferent  fcrvicc£  for  the  pood  of  the  whole  \  fo  that  no 
one  ought  to  envy  another  for  his  fuperior  gifts  and  Na¬ 
tion  j  nor  ought  any  one  to  defpife  another,  or  account 
him  ufelefs*  bccanfe  he  may  not  be  capable  of  ferviog 
fo  high  and  excellent  purpolea*  and  to  fo  great  a  degree 
as  himfelf. 

31  13 ut,  how  laudable  foeyer  it  be  for  every  one, 
without  envying  others,  to  deliref  (were  it  the  will  of 
God)  the  me  ft  eminent  gifts  for  fcrvice  *  ;  ye  arc  ne- 
verthelefs  too  ambitious  and  carnal  in  debates  and  emu* 
arions  about  them,  as  if  he  were  the  only  valuable  and 
ufcful  Chriflian,  that  has  moil  of  them  :  And  yet  I 
have  a  better  way  to  dirc&  you  to,  for  glorifying  God, 
and  promoting  the  fpiritual  welfare  of  your  own  and 
other  fouls,  than  can  be  attained  merely  by  the  moll 
flouri  thing  gifts  ;  and  that  it,  to  improve  all  that  God 
he  flows  upon  you,  be  it  more  or  left,  with  a  fplrit  of 
love,  for  each  others  edification*  {chap*  xiiL) 


RECOLLECTIONS* 


Of  what  excellent  ufc  for  the  confirmation  of  the  gofpcl,  and  fir  ft  plantation 
of  the  church,  were  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  fpiiit  to  apofilcs,  prophets 
teachers*  and  many  others!  And  though  thofe  that  were  of  a  miraculous  nature 
are  now  ceafed,  as  being  no  further  neccflary ;  yet,  Welled  be  God,  ordinary 
gifts,  of  f£ v era  1  kinds,  are  ftill  com  i  nued  fur  the  edification  of  the  church.  Put 
if  we  excel  in  any  of  thefe ;  alas,  how  apt  -ire  we  to  pride  ourfelves  in  them7  and 
to  defpife  others  of  lower  attainments,  for  want  of  duly  cunfideruip  what  vrt 
were  before  we  received  them,  and  to- whom  we  owe  them  1  \Vct  like  the  Co¬ 
rinthians,  that  wene  carried  away  to  dumb  idols,  were  utterly  unworthy  of 
them  ;  and  they  all  proceed,  as  mac  favours,  from  one  and  the  fame  God  and 
Father;  from  one  and  the  fame  Lord  Jefus;  and  from  one  and  the  fame  divine 
Spirit,  who,  though  a  (lifting  pcrfcn  from  the  Father  and  Son,  is  (me  God  with 
them,  and,  in  a  common  concurrence  of  operation,  diftributes  a!!  forts  of  gifts, 
with  fovereign  freedom  and  power  to  whomsoever  he  will,  for  the  glory  cf 
Chritt,  ns  our  only  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  for  the  benefit  of  bis  church  r  For** 
the  natural  body  is  one,  and  con  hits  of  many  members,  that  are  ufcful  in  Their 
places,  to  complete  it,  atiil  to  perform  the  fusions  that  are  11  ecdfr  17  to  it :  Sj 
the  myftical  body  of  Chrift,  v  hich  is  his  church,  is  one,  as  being  united  together 
by  onefpirit*  and  having  communion  with  him,  as  its  head,  according  to  wM 
is  fignified  in  baptifm  and  the  LcnJ’a  flipper :  ftut  it  has  many  members  of  dif¬ 
ferent  ufe,  Jn  their  refpeflive  Nations  for  the  good  of  the  whole ;  and  they  all  to¬ 
gether  make  up  but  one  fpiritual  body,  while  each  one  in  particular  ft  as  much  1 
member  of  Chrift  as  another  ;  fo  that  cnc  of  them  cannot  fay,  it  has  no  need  t-f 
.the  other.  How  fhould  a  fympat  hiring  fpirit  be  dtffufed  through  them  ail,  th'.t 
they  may  rejoice  and  mourn  in  each  others  profperlty  and  aflli&ion  !  And  ho  r 
Aiould  the  ineaneft,  as  well  a&  the  muft  eminent  of  tbera,  be  eftcemed  and  hn- 

tiourtd 


N  O  T  F. 

*  The  word  here  rendered  ceiv/  (hero  were  nothing  more  valuable  ts  be  »:*■** 

is  of  the  in'J;<r,[ii;cr  3$  well  a. $  imperative  cd  at,  f?r  llicib  atone  irerc  luSfthnt  far  thiT 

ai*J  it  feems  inoft  agreeable  to  the  apofHc’a  glarylng,  [See  JVIr  Loei^s  note)-  And  jc:  tt 
riciign  of  putting  a  ehcck  upon  tnr  pride,  it  may  bt  both  lawful  and  c&nuneuchiJc.  tj 
contemb'nf,  and  envy,  whic'i  prevailed  a-  defirx*  thetn  whh  an  hu.T-bfe  icraper  ot  mind, 
mong  the  on  acunuu*  cf  tbrir  and  for  proper  ends,  f  have  giv™  k 

fpirrnal  u*  undailand  him  a>  uithnk*  tim  to  the  as  takes  in  ti-l 

tiug,  that  they  did,  i«  a  blamcabte  tn-jmer,  fruit  alfj,  coufiilciitly  will;  the  otlicr, 
cuvet  the  belt  of  Ui^t  1m  of  eif:^  as  :ho‘ 
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nourtdasckar  to  Chrift,  and  as  ufeful  to  the  whole  body!  Every  one  ought  to 
be  contented  with  fuch  fpirUiul  gifts,  as  God  has  been  pleated  to  vouchiate  to 
him,  without  envying  others,  and  the  only  valuable  end  for  which  any  iliould 
defire  the  beft  of  them,  is  in  order  to  further  utefulncft :  And  yet,  be  they  of 
the  higher  or  lower  degree,  a  gracious  principle  of  love  to  Chrift,  and  one  ano¬ 
ther,  with  a  governing  exerciie  of  it,  U  1UIE  more  excellent  and  advantageous, 
and  more  eameftly  to  be  coveted* 


t 


CHAP.  XIII. 

The  apofile  Jbews  the  necejfity  and  advantage  of  the  grace  of  love,  witlr 
out  which  all  fpiritual  gifts ,  all  external  a£lt  of  liberality,  and  even, 
courage  for  martyrdom  itfelf,  will  not  profit  us,  I,-— 3.  And  be  re- 
prefentt  its  excellency  by  Us  properties  and  effects,  4—7.  By  its  a- 
biding,  after  ail  gifts  for  edification  jball  eeafi,  and  by  its  prefe¬ 
rence  to  faith  and  hope,  8,-  -J  3, 

r 

Te>t.  Paraphrase. 

'T'Hough  ifpoak  CO  great  is  the  excellence  and  neceflity  of  that  true 
the  ton-  O  jOTCj  which  fee  Its  the  good  of  others,  for  Chrift’g 

o^ungeuT’  and  Take,  out  of  affection  to  him,  and  in  obedience  to  his 

command,  that,  to  transfer  things  in  a  figure  to  rnyfelf, 
were  I  able,  by  the  gift  of  the  fpiric,  to  fpeak  with  the 
utmofi  fluency  and  eloquence,  the  various  languages 
of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth;  and  could  I  talk,  even 
like  the  angels  chemfelves,  in  the  fublime  and  vigorous 
Aile,  in  which  they  may  be  fuppofed  to  fpeak  to  one  a* 
nother;  and  yet  were  I  defiiturc  of  of  the  grace  of  God, 
and  particularly  of  that  noble  grace  of  love,  which 
fprings  from  faith  in  Chrift,  (Gal.  v.  6.)  and  is  carried 
out  to  him,  and  to  God  through  him,  and  to  ail  his 
people,  truth;  and  ways  for  his  fake  *,  I  with  all  my 
pompous  fliew  and  flourHh  of  words,  am  in  reality  no 
better  than  a  man,  that  makes  a  loud  noife,  and  is  vain¬ 
ly  oAentarious,  without  any  advantage  to  my  own  foul, 
or  likelihood  of  being  ferviceahle  to  the  fouls  of  others, 
and  without  any  acceptance  to  God  ;  and  fo,  after  all, 
I  am  but  like  a  hollow  iuftrument  of  brafG,  or  a  high 
founding  cymbal  f ,  which  is  altogether  ufelefs  to  itfelf, 

and 


—  -  — - m 

hjve  not  charity, 

I  am  become  gs 
founding  brarfs,  or 

a  tinkling ,  cym* 
Ui 


N  O 

*  Clarify  }a  by  no  to  be 

FCftttLACd  to  what  wc  commonly  roll  by  riut 
name,  a*  toniiftUig  in  ainu-duds,  or  af*s  of 
beneficence  to  the  poor  :  For  the  apoftta 
fjppnfe*,  Vcr.  that  »c  may  jive  aft  wr 
»  feed  ibt  pwr;  and  yet  have  of 
the  charily  he  {peaks  of.  It  ought  i';ercfjre 
To  be  rather  rendered  Uvpy  as  irtoperiy  i:g- 
r.ifics,  and  is  u  folly  eraflOatol  in  other  p  li¬ 
re*.  And  though  it  may  primarily  rtUtc  to 
tl'a%  which  objht  to  be  cxcreifetl  to  fellow 
Chriflaoe/and  oihcis ;  tet  i:  is  :o  Lc  coui* 


T  E  5* 

(lend,  fpriugtng  from  a  principle  of  love 
10  God,  and  frnm  faith  in  Chrift,  which, 
works  hy  lore;  or  cite  It  will  not  he  a  truly 
Clirifou  grace,  nor  of  that  yrejt  worth  ani 
excellence,  xs  is  all  a  Ion  5  afcribed  to  it*  it 
this  difeourfe* 

f  Various  are  the  conjeftares  of  (he  Ic^n* 
ed  nbont  this  fomdUv  frafs  and  tinlfifig  tyn- 
id/,  Some  thirk,  inxt  by  the  foattdtnj  brtfst 
is  meaiii  the  founding  trumpet^  and  by  ire 
link  Hug  cyaibatj  the  high  fouttdinj  cvnbat^  loth 
vt  Vhfnch  axe  muitHfacd  taPfot  cl,  3j  j.  and 

that 
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s  And  though. 
1  have  the  gift  ff 
prophecy,  and 
undcrltand  all 
myfltncv,  and  all 
kuQ*  [edge ;  and 
ihrnigh  l  iuve  all 
faith,  fo  that  I 
could  remove 
mountains,  and 
ba*e  no  charity, 
I  am  nothing* 


3  And  though 
I  beuow  all  my 
goods  to  feed  flic 
poor,  and  though 
I  give  my  body  to 
be  burned,  and 
bare  not  chariry, 

it 


and  has  no  great  mufical  variety,  or  agreeabtenefc  in 
it’s  notes,  fur  the  pfeifure  or  profit  of  others. 

2  And  if  I  bad  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  to  fortel  di- 
ftant  events,  and  to  explain  and  apply  all  the  predic¬ 
tions  of  ihe  Old  '  IV  (lament ;  had  Ialfo  the  cleared  in- 
light  into  all  the  fiiblimc,  difficult*  and  important  points 
of  the  gofpel  tevelatton  ;  and  had  I  the  gfeateft  compafc 
of  all  knowledge,  human  and  divine,  that  ever  any  man 
attained  to  t  yea,  had  I  the  higheft  degrees  of  the  faith 
of  miracles  f,  for  the  performing  of  alt  forts  of  won¬ 
derful  works,  even  to  the  removing  of  mountains  fro:a 
their  bsGs,  and  calling  them  into  the  Tea:  {Mark,  ri* 
23,)  if,  notwit  h  ft  an  ding  all  thefe  extraordinary  powers 
ami  atchievements,  I  have  no  true  love  to  God,  andu- 
thers  for  his  fake,  and  do  not  exercife  thefe  gifts  for  his 
glory  and  their  good,  I  am  an  inftgmficant  creature,  of 
do  value  in  bis  account »  and  have  nothing  of  true  re¬ 
ligion  or  Chriftianity  in  me ;  but  (hall  be  found,  at  lafl, 
among  thole,  who  had  prophefied  in  Chriji's  name*  and 
cafi  cut  devils  y  and  done  manfi  wonderful  works  \  but  to 
whom  he  will  fay,  I  never  knew  you  ;  depart  from  fney 
ye  that  work  iniquity.  (Matth,  vii.  22,  23O 

3  And  if  my  liberality  were  to  abound  fo  far,  as  to 
fell  all  that  I  have  in  the  world,  and  to  cttfpofe  of  h, 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  according  to  that  high  irw 
fiance  of  trial,  which  our  Lord  propofed  to  the  rich  man 
in  the  golpd ;  {Matth*  six*  21.)  yea,  if  I  had  courage 
and  fortitude  enough,  to  go  into  filch  an  heroic  ad  cf 
fclf  denial,  as  to  facrifice  my  own  life,  and  give  up  my 
body  to  be  burnt  at  the  ftake,  for  my  profeHion  ef 
Chrift;  and  yet  have  not  fincere  love  to  him,  and  to 
his  members,  imereti,  and  honour,  as  its  principal,  it 
would  be  of  110  advantage  to  my  fpirimal  and  eternal  con¬ 
cerns  :  For  all  this  a  man  may  do,  from  alternation  aiv! 


w  o 

thai  the  cymbal,  a*  well  a*  the  trumpet,  was 
a  wind  inilnjmetiE  of  hraft  or  Giver.  Sec  Ur 
ttarnmvml.  Others  think  that  a  tisklzr*  am- 

.  ■»  f 

bat  was,  M-hco  two  hnttav  talk  of  bn±N  were 
ilruck  one  a  gain  ft  another,  mc-v 

lure,  or  tone  of  mu(]c,  but  with  a  rude,  in- 
auilicial,  and  howling  found.  See  Light  fws's 
W/v  v  and  /£j  fiitcditk  Ext  Hot  o;  J  itrs, 

j  iipprehciiil  with  the  great  eft 
tuppate  th:if  h  rrwMf  run  filled  of  two  krjje 

bolbw  pblus,  or  lid  a!)  drop  difhec  of  hr  aft 
*ith  broad  brim;,  which  were  ttiurtt  one  a- 
the  other,  to  iiU  up  the  iymplwmy  m 
peat  concert 5  of  .;nd  nvid::  a  grdt 

<kep  found,  tut  had  fence  any  v^iLtyof 
tnjilc^l  ivites*  See  La*  l?  on  plrcc,  and 
lie  elaborate  enquiry  of  tte  su:hu:  of  F&rJt- 


T  Z. 

i ta  Ha£rd  iw  CcrnwrcvUir*  d{  Cx*tr' Jills  3-1  f?':. 
cap,  ti,  era/Vti.  lint  this  author  ih:*k*  si.e 
notes  were  more  various  and  muiiraL 
f  ThU  cannot  he  mcLinr  *>f  faidrtg  or  jS.- 
friKg  faith;  ForUur  iVdih  alwuy^  m 
Uvcj  fGak  v*  tf .)  wh*Tcas  it  is  it 

that  this  faith  msy  be  wi:hi>tit 
Irv^ :  tint  faith  here  means  the  frith  «*:■* 
vtitU\i  For  it  (lands  amoop  the  tswrihi:'} 
w'ulsof  the  fpirit,  and  miracnUus 

the  removing  ef  wotmiuixi;  ami  yem 
mar  all's  be  imdcf flood  of  a  i wutnal  or  ri;,;- 
ic**t  f.dth,  as  to  the  truth  of  the  grfpJ,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  fr.’in  defend jkcc  on  iat 

tuir^ctiifcts  ailifUncc;  bccaufc  all  ihU  mvft 
he  Aippoicd  to  be  include*}  in  thefaitb  ti.rt 
wtrj^hc  inhadc;  ia  hu 


Ch. 


**  I 

situ 


■'  profited!  rot 


4  Chdrliv  fuf- 

I -r-t'i  i 

nnj;,  *i  uti 

i-- 

;  tberi’y 

■  ■ 

-k  m 

k,  *  hi 

ii.iT  1  cha- 

"T'f  ft  *1 

^  u  uuc  pat* 

ti.t 

$  Doth  not  be- 
t^cioclfunlMin- 
ly,  frrkr_h  not 

hiTiitfn;  is  not 
provoked , 
linked)  no 


*  ftcViictfh  not 
M  iniquity,  but 
in  the 
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vain  glory,  to  get]  and  leave,  a  good  name  in  the  world, 
or  from  a  fclnin  vain  conceit  of  merit  by  it  j  and  that 
is  all  the  reward,  which  fucb  an  one  will  ever  have. 
(Mattb*  vt.  2*  5,  16.) 

4 'The  true  Chriftian  love,  I  am  fpeaking  of,  is  a 
moll  amiable,  generous,  and  operative  grace  \  it  en¬ 
dures  injuries,  affronts,  and  provocations,  with  great 
patience  and  long  fuSering  ;  pajfcs  them  by,  and  bears 
with  them,  inftcad  of  allowing  wrathful  pafEoos  co  rife, 
and  boil,  and  vent  themfeives  in  fevere  refentments ; 
and  it  is  courteous,  affable  and  beneficent,  (^*r.v*Taij 
ready  on  all  occafions  to  do  good :  Love  doth  not  grieve 
or  grudge  at  the  profperity  of  others,  or  envy  them  the 
riches,  honours,  or  any  exc« Ucnt  qualities,  whether  of 
a  civil  or  religious  nature,  that  they  enjoy ;  Love  doth  not 
behave  with  infolence,  contempt,  and  [corn  toward 
perfons  of  inferior  rank  and  attainments ;  nor  a£t  rafh- 
ly,  or  perverfely,  (®  *';r,riuirjt)  to  the  di  Cad  vantage  of 
others  :  Nor  doth  it  fill  a  man  with  high  and  proud  con¬ 
ceits  of  himfelf,  of  his  own  gifts,  or  parts,  graces,  or 
worldly  emoluments :  but,  in  hinonry  prefers  others  to 
iimfeifi  and  in  humhhnefs  of  mind  efteems  otberty  better 
than  bint fe if,  (Rom.  xii.  10.  and  Phil.  ii.  3.^ 

3  It  does  not  aQ  out  of  character,  (**  unfuit- 

able  to  one’s  fiat  ton,  age,  or  buCuefs ;  doth  nothing 
that  is  unbecoming  the  man  or  the  Chriftian  j  or  that 
is  indecent,  bale,  and  vile  in  itfelf,  or  in  the  common 
account  of  t^e  wife  and  fober  part  of  mankind:  It  ia 
not  fo  felfifh,  as  to  aim  at,  or  purfue  any  private  pet  Tonal 
benefit,  to  the  detriment,  or  negleA  of  others,  or  of 
the  public  welfare }  nor  doth  it  inordinately  feek  after 
riches,  honour,  or  pleafiire,  reputation,  and  applaufe, 
at  the  eapence  of  others :  It  is  not  foon  exafperated, 
and  thrown  into  a  furious  pafiton,  tbat  renders  railing 
for  railing  $  nor  is  it  apt  to  be  angry  without  a  caufe  j 
nor  to  carry  refemmeuts  beyond  due  bounds,  either  as 
ro  the  degree,  or  the  continuance  of  them :  Nor  is  it 
ready  to  fufpefi.  evil  of  others  ;  or  to  put  the  worftcon- 
ftruQion  upon  their  conduct ;  much  lefs  doth  it  feek  to 
find  faults,  and  charge  them  by  mere  conje&urcs  and 
{trained  inferences*,  or  to  aggravate  what  may  be  amifs 
or  meditate  mifehief  of  any  kind. 

6  Chriftian  lore  takes  no  pieafure  in  doing  any  falfe 
or  unrighteous  thing  tnitfdf,  or  in  feeing  it  done  by  o- 
thers;  but  grieves  at  their  fins  and  failures  and  rejoices  in 

their  juft  and  regular  deportment,  and  in  it’s  own  fincere 
and  kuhTul  behaviour  towards  all  it  has  to  do  with  ; 
and  it  delights  to  fee  the  truth  cf  the  gofpel,  and  real, 

vitaV 
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T  Beamh  all 
tliingi,  Micvdi 
all  things,  bopeth 
all  thing*  cn<lm> 
cth  all  things 


9  Charity  never 

faikth :  but  whe¬ 
ther  there  ie  pro- 

phccics,ibey  haU 
r^tl ,  whether 

there  ie  LongucJ, 

they  fbail  ceafc; 
whether 


vital,  practical  religion  in  ourfelves  and  others. 

7  It  covers  («?•<)  the  faults  of  others,  as  much  at 
may  be  confident  with  duty}  (i  Pet.  iv.  8.)  bears  with 
their  infirmities ;  and  fu  fFers  many  injuries,  rather  than 
retaliate  them  :(Rom.  xv,  i.  and  Gal.  vi.  2.}  it  is  much 
inclined  to  betieve  every  good  thing  it  hears  of  others, 
as  far  as  there  is  any  manner  of  ground  for  it,  and  will  be¬ 
lieve  well  of  all  it's  friends  and  acquaintance,  and  even  of 
its  enemies,  till  it  has  convincing  reafons  to  the  contrary : 
and  when  things  look  fufptdons,  it  hopes  the  belt,  as 
long  as  it  can,  and.  docs  not  eafily  give  np  a  cafe  as  def- 
peratc,  when  it  appears  to  be  very  bad  ;  but  is  witling 
to  think  that  indue  time,  through  the  grace  of  God,  it 
may  be  mended  :  and  it  continues  firm,  and  patient, 
and  maintains  a  noble  fortitude  of  foul,  under  all  the 
hardships  and  Ul-ufage  It  meets  with. 

8  This  excellent  grace  of  love  is,  furthermore,  of 
an  abiding  nature »  it  is  of  perpetual  ufe  in  all  circam- 
ftances  of  this  life,  and  is  never  utterly  loft  out  of  the 
heart,  that  is  once  truly  feafoned  with  it ;  nor  will  it 
die  with  us,  or  be  needlefe  in  the  heavenly  world;  we  (hall 
carry  it  thither,  where  it  will  fubfift,  and  reign,  and 
be  perfected  in  all  it's  luftre  and  glory  for  ever,  but 
isotherwife  with  all  the  fpi ritual  gifts,  that  any  here 

are  favoured  with  ;  as  for  inftance,  fuppofethey  be  gifts: 

ofprophefy,  for  telling  things  to  come,  or  interpreting 
old  teftament  feriptures,  by  immediate  infpiration,  to 
the  edification  of  others,  and  confirmation  of  the  gof- 
pel  js  thefc  may  be  taken  away,  and  will  be  fo,  as  un- 
neceffary  to  the  gofpel  flare,  after  it's  revelarion  ftlall  be 
fully  compleated  and  fettled ;  and  there  will  be  no  man¬ 
ner  of  occafion  for  thefe,  to  a  Gift  and  coufirm  the  faith 
of  the  church  in  heaven,  as  there  is  at  prefent  upon 
earth.  Or  fuppofe  they  be  miraculous  gifts  of  fpealc- 
ing  all  forts  of  languages,  for  a  ftgu  to  them  that  believe 
nor,  (£%dp.xiv.  22.)  and  for  propagating  the  gofpel  in 
various  nations,  thefe  may  be  loll,  and  will  ccafe  as 
foon  as  the  prefent  ufe  for  them  (hall  expire;  and  there 
will  be  no  need  of  thefe  in  heaven,  where  there  are  no 
infidels,  or  ftrangers  ;  but  all  our  fellow  citizens,  wbo 
believe  in  the  fame  things,  and  fpeak  one  and  the  fame 


NOTE. 


language 


f  I  take  fnpbtcj  and  Hovhdgt  In  this, 

*nd  tlit  next  veric,  as  veil  n  tci zjha$,  to  re¬ 
late  to  the  extra* dinar j  gifts,  banged 
to  the  firft  ft  ate  of  chriilianity ;  and  have  con* 
fidcitd  than  as  employed  in  tiiijwotld,  only 
to  tlie  then  prefin t  btntfit  of  the  char;h>  but 
os  altogether  ujcltfstn  the  other  world,  which 
the  apoftic  had  principally  io  view:  For, 


doubt  lefc,  in  heaven  immediate  revdiiiotu  to 

ajl  the  faints,  will  be  more  goflfpiccDtll,  and 

thrir  knowledge  mote  exteoftve,  than  the  ui* 
molt  that  ever  could  be  attained  iu  this  io> 
perfed  ft  ate,  utitahey  will  not  want  the  rii 
of  7n:"m/?rr;Winftniction,  in  different  bin  gw** 
after  (he  nunc  nuar.er,  as  they  do  fcwr 
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^l:nhrr  f here  be 

\  r>ftUrlo1gc,  it 


9  For  wckfloor 

1*  part,  JOd 
prvjilkcfjf  in  ptrt* 


language,  which  is  eafily  and  equally  intelligible  to 
them  all.  Or  fuppofe  they  be  the  gifts  of  extaordinary 
revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  divine  truths,  for  the 
inflru£Uon  of  others,  and  for  their  learning,  by  thofc 
means,  the  myfteries  of  God,  which  before  they  were 
unacquainted  with,  thefe  alio  may  be  loft,  and  will  be¬ 
come  ufelefs  in  after  ages  of  this  world,  when  the  fa* 
canon  {hall  be  finilhed;  and  will  befoperfeded  and  done 
away,  as  being  no  further  neceflary  for  fuch  purpofes, 
when  in  God's  light  we  Jbail  all fit  lights  and  Jbalt  fit 
Chrift  as  be  i ist  in  the  world  to  come*  {PfiL  xxxyk  9* 
and  1  John  in,  2. 

9  For  even  the  be  ft  and  wtfeft  of  us  have,  after  all* 
but  very  fhort  and  narrow  conceptions  of  the  deep  and 
great  things  of  God,  compared  with  what  we  ihali  have 
in  heaven  ;  and  all  the  prophetic  and  rmnifteria!  inflruc* 
tious,  that  any  of  us  deliver,  by  immediate  infpi ration, 
for  the  good  of  the  church,  are  only  for  a  little  while, 
as  there  may  be  occafions  for  them  ;  and  are  very  far 
from  taking  In  the  whole  compafs  of  future  events,  or 
a  complete  veiw  of  all  knowables,  or  of  every  thing 
that  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  coacained  in  the  fciipture 

revelation* 


to  Bat  when 

that  which  is  per- 
is  cotn«t  ihcQ 
that  which  if  in 
pm  Hull  be  dome 


fi  Whcrt  I 
w:i&ichUd  Tfpake 
as  &  cbiUj  1  un- 
tJt'ftood  >5  a 
r  hi  id ,  1  thought 
ns  1  child;  but 
Vfhca  1  became  1 

sun 


10  But  when  we  {hall  arrive  at  that  ft  ate  of  all  per* 
fe£tion,  which  we  are  looking,  hoping  and  longing  for 
in  a  better  world  j  then  all  the  defefls  and  obscurities 
of  our  prefent  knowledge  and  forefight,  and  the  imper¬ 
fection  that  attends  our  prefent  way  of  receiving,  and 
communicatingrhem  wilt  be  removed 5  and  we  (hall 
have  as  plain  and  ex  ten  five  veiws  of  all  the  then  prefent 
and  future  t  hinge,  as  are  fit  for  the  molt  exalted  creatures 
to  have,  or  as  can  be  reqmfire  to  make  up  the  high? ft 
happinefs  and  enjoyment  our  nature  Is  capable  of,  and 
that  in  fomc  at  prefcm  unknown  way  of  immediate  in* 
tuition,  which  (hall  abide  for  ever* 

11  The  difference  between  the  prefent  and  future 
ftate  is  like  that  of  a  child  and  grown  man,  which,  111 
my  own  cafe,  as  1  can  eaGIy  recollect,  ftands  thus  \ 
wne  1  was  in  die  young  and  tender  age  of  life,  I  talked 
and  prattled  about  human  affairs  after  a  weak  and  child* 
di(h  manner;  and  conceived  of  them,  was  affected  to* 
ward  them,  atid  rea  fimed  about  them,  like  a  child  that 
was  no  competent  judge,  and  knew  very  little  of  them ; 
but  when  I  grew  up  to  a  ft  ate  of  manhood,  I  correct* 
ed  my  childifh,  crude,  and  miftaken  notions,  and  threw 
off  my  former  trifling  and  filly  ways  of  thinking  and 
fpeaking  about  them  :  and  thus  it  is  with  refpeft  roour 
prcjfenr,  compared  with  our  future  knowledge  of  divine 

themes 


■  ' 
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•*‘*y  themes,  when  we  (hall  unlearn  many  tbitigs  that  we 
‘  'r's*'  here  learnt  \  (hall  pity,  or  fmile  at  all  our  prefent  im¬ 

pertinences,  and  corrcft  all  our  mi  flakes  about  them ; 


it  For  note  wc 

fee  through  »gl  tfs, 
darkly ;  hut  then 
lace  to  face  :  now 
f  know  in  part  ; 
but  then  fbaU  1 

know 


and  (halt  have  juftcr  and  clearer  appre  hen  (ions  of  what 
we  now  have  fome  true  acquantaince  with* 

iz  For  while  we  dwdl  in  mortal  ftdh,  and  carry  a- 
bout  a  body  of  fin,  which  darkens  the  mind,  we  fee 
and  conceive  of  the  grand  fublime  my  fteries  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God,  with  obfeurity  andim  perfection,  in  the 
word  and  ordinances,  as  in,  or  by  means  of  a  looting- 
glafs,  which  (hews  the  object  only  by  reflexion  *  5  and 
our  thoughts  about*  many  of  them  are  puzzling  and  in* 
tricate,  tike  what  we  have  of  things,  that  ara  propofed 
to  us  in  a  riddle,  inftead  of  plain  and  proper  words: 
But,  when  we  get  to  heaven,  we  (lia.ll  behold  them  in 


a  more  exa£t  manner,  according  to  what  they  are  in 
the mfe Ives  and  as  clearly  and  diftinfily,  as  one  man  be¬ 
holds  the  face  of  another  in  their  immediate  converfes 


together;  (2  John  ver*  12,  and  Epifl*  iii*  vtr7  14.)  and 
that  without  any  darkening  medium  between  them, 
which,  in,  this  frail  (late  of  the  body  and  mind,  is  tie* 
ceSiryto  be  interpofcd  between  the  divine  majefly  and 
us  ;fince  m  man  can  fee  his  face  ;  and  live  j  (Exod< 
wiii*  20,  23,)  1  myfelf,  not  with  landing  all  my  vi- 
(ions  and  revelations,  (2  Cor *  xii.  1,  4*}  have  but  a 
fcanty,  im  perfect  in  fight  into  the  profound  truths  of 
God,  many  of  which  furpafs  the  com prehen lions  of  my 
mind,  while  there  are  many  others,  that  have  not  been 
communicated  to  me:  So  that,  it  is  but  a  very  little 
portion  that  I  know  of  the  great  God,  and  of  his  coim- 
fels  and  methods  of  wifdom  and  grace  by  Jefus  Chrifi, 
and  of  the  exalted  themes,  employments,  and  enjoy- 
mentsof  heaven,  compared  with  whaUheyareinthem- 
felves,  and  will  one  day  appear  to  be.  But,  when  I 
arrive  at  the  bright  regions  above,  I  (hall  have  as  certain 
immediate  and  familiar  a  knowledge  of  them,  as  any 
of  my  mod  intimate  friends  and  acquantance  now  have 
of  me;  yea,  though  there  is  an  infinite  dithnee,  be¬ 
tween  the  knowledge  which  God  has  of  me,  and  the 
utmoft  of  that,  which  I  ever  can  have  of  him  ;  yet  my 


NOTE. 


*  Here  frtflis  to  be  a  double  aljufion,  (  V  ,6.  and  Jtrv,  xxi.  tB.  which  did  not  girt  h 
wsjrfy*  tv  auuiy^alt)  one  10  x  gtafs,  which  cU'nr  3  vietf  of  the  objeft,  as  our  lookin^- 
prefems  an  objeft  tn  the  eye,  though  with  gLallc!  tlo :  {See  alfo  the  note  on  x  fr.r<  £*■ 
ibme  ohfrurlty ;  and  h  to  be  uoiterflncwt,  rot  i».)  *1  he  other  U  aa  ajlufion  to  a  TiddJ-h, 
ofapFofpeflivc,  fuch  fart  of  fitaflr*  beings  ire-  wbidi  i*  an  obfcuTtway  of  representing  ihir 
riern  invention;  but  of  a  nrirrnur,  or  look-  to  the  usderftatidinK,  and  requires  the  i*lc-*r 
io^glafi,  vhich  anciently  con  lifted  of  funic  of  the  mind  to  find  them  out;  arewdie?  y 
polifred  metal,  fuch  as  copper  or  bra%  or  fomc  ropics  read  (h**  of  tv  v  -  -*i 

fled,  or  gold;  xxxriii,  3.  Jab  xxivlL  ut  a  rid&U.j  Y;d.  MtIL  £c  10  fre* 
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h  on  v  eveo  a$  frlfo 
[  Luti  koova. 


1 3  And  now 
abidcth  faith, 
h'tpe,  churily, 
th«fe  three  ?  but 

the  great  L-fl  of 

I  Left  u  charitr. 

■h  *  , 


way  of  knowing  him>  and  all  heavenly  objects,  wtll.be 
by  a  fort  of  ini  mediate  infptftion,  rcternbluig  that,  with 
which  both  be  and  the  holy  angels  now  know  me  ** 

13  And  to  conclude  what  1  would  offer*  to  fct  forth 
the  excellence  and  importance  of  truly  chriftfcn  love*  it 
has  not  only  the  preference  to  all  fpi ritual  gifts ;  but  even 
to  every  other  fptcial  and  laving  grace  :  for,  during 
our  abode  in  this  prefent  life*  the  three  cardinal  graces 
of  faith,  hope,  and  lore,  refide  infeparably  in  the  hearts 
of  the  faints,  and  are  of  continual  ufe,  and  vaftly  mara 
to  be  preferred  than  any  fpi  ritual  gifts  whatfoeveiy  yea* 
they  are  all  condituems  of  the  chriftian  charaGer,  and* 
ought  to  be  in  daily  exercife  till  we  die.  'Faith  is  molt 
immediately  neceffary  to  our  pardon  and  jufti  licit  ton; 
hope  to  our  comfort;  (Rem.  v*  j,  2.)  and  love  to  our 
conformity  to  God,  andchearful  obedience  £0  his  coin* 
mancU  :  {1  John  iv,  y,  8,  16*  and  v.  3.)  Em  the  moll 
excellent  of  all  thefe  is/ertf*  as  it  not  only,  like  faith 
and  hope,  relates  to  God  and  ourfehes,  but  to  others 
alfo  ;  as  faith  and  hope  are  defigned  to  promote  it,  and 
are  proved  to  be  genuine  by  it;  and  as  it  is  the  blighted 
image  of  the  God  of  love,  and  will  go  to  heaven  with 
us,  and  be  perfected  there*  where  faith  in  an  nnfcrn  Je+ 
fvf)  and  as  the  tyidence  0/ things  (1  Atf.  1  8* 

and  Heb*  xL  1*)  lhall  be  fwallowed  up  m  vilion  ;  and 
hope,  as  an  expedition  of  future  and  unfeeu  bleffcd* 
nefs,  to  relieve  us  under  all  our  prefent  bunions, 
vtti,  24*  25.)  fliall  be  fwallowcd  up  in  complete  enjoy* 
ment  f  i  while  love  to  God  and  Chrifiy  fa;nts  and  zn* 
gels,  willmake  up  a  great  part  of  the  harmony  and  hip- 
pinefs  of  heaven,  and  will  glow  and  fume  with  the  molt 
difimerefted  and  delightful  ardour  for  ever* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 


How  ambitious  fhould  we  be  of  abounding  in  every  exerdfe  of  fu  amiable  *■ 
grace,  ,.ik  brotherly  Ch nfl: m«  love,  which  refults  from  faith  in  Chrift,  and  from** 
love  ittf  him,  and  tn  God  through  him !  What  are  ail  miraculous  gifts  of  tongues, 
of  prophecy,  of  immediate  revelations,  of  working  wonder*,  and  of  a, firm  af* 
font  to  the  great  truths  of  fhegnfpeh  whereby  wc  might  be  fitted  For  ftr^ice  iit 
the  church?  Aod  what  are  all  externa]  afis  of  the  mod  generous  liberality  to  the 


poor. 


NOTE. 

4  As  the  apoll  Je  does  not  iky  he  viU  ever  be  a  firm  pcffaafcro  of  the  troth  tu 

mi  known,  I  h^e  taken  ihe  liberty  ro  tup*  all  that  God  lhall  make  known  in  that 

ply  tt  various  way.*,  in  the  firftof  whii  H,  md  bo  entire  tru ft  a.n<l  confidence  in  him,  fur 

I  may  be  (ingohr;  but  it  appears  the  end led  perpetuity  of  all  pofliljlc  blriEri- 
to  me  to  be  cifj,  natural,  and  agreeable  to  nifs;  and  karate  fpidts  there  viil>  <joub> 
tlic  reprefematbn  given,  in  thefonver  put  left,  live  in  an  allured  hope  and  txptvitttoit 
of  the  vet  ft;  of  om  intimate  manner  of  know-  of  the  Rfurirfiion  and  ne-uirion  ol  tlwhody, 
things  in  heaven,  like  that  eTJtauf  /ofe  together  ^ith  all  the  g*ory,  *htch  will  at- 
ykrr.  (end  that  final  mamftlUttnu  of  the  Sot*  of 

f  Fatth  and  hof ty  In  their  preftnt  vayt  of  God* 
afkinj,  u’ ill  erzfe  In  heaven;  ami  yet  there 
V^L*  IV.  f  K 
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poor,  and  filtering  martyrdom  it  felf  for  our  proftfiitfn  of  Cbrift*s  name,  without 
a  principle  of  grace  isi  the  heart,  and  particularly  the  grace  of  Jove,  to  aaimatei 
foinioatize,  and  improve  them  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  our  own  and  other's 
good?  They  may  appear  with  fperious  and  noify  pomp  ;  but,  without  love, 
will  be  of  no  faring  advantage  to  us,  and  will  leave  us  mifcrablc  creatures  for 
ever,  How  admirable  is  evangelical  love  in  its  benevolent  temper  and  behaviour* 
jncefenels,  patience,  humility,  and  ftfrhearancej  in  its  candour,  and  willingncfo 
to  believe  and  hope  the  heft ;  in  its  fympathy*  ditintercftedncfs,  and  generofity ; 
and  in  its  tender,  , touching*  and  friendly  care,,  for  the  welfare  of  other?  !  And 
of  how  much  longer  duration  is  this  excellent  grace,  than  all  fprrimal  gifts* 
which  may  be  loft,  even  while  we  live,  and  win  hare  their  period  with  this  world 
at  for  theft,  and  be  ufdefa  in  the  next ;  and  which  at  belt  leave  us  very  iroperfeft 
in  our  knowledge,  like  children  in  underflanding,  while  we  an  hertl  And 
though  faith  and  hope  abide  with  us,  and  are  as  neceflary  as  love,  during  our 
continuance  in  this  world  ;  yet  love  is  the  moft  eminent  of  thele  graces,  as  on 
many  other  accounts,  fo  especially,  becaufe  it  will  abide,  and  be  perftfted  toge¬ 
ther  with  our  knowledge  of  divine  things,  in  heaven;  where*  nut  only  all  fpiri- 
tual  gills,  but  faith  and  hope  themfdves,  in  their,  prefent  u fo  and  erercitc,  as 
well  as  feveral  other  graces,  that  are  filled  to  this  (late  of  imperfeflioo  and  war- 
tire  (ball  cenfe;  and  we  JhaTl  hare  no  further  occasion  for  them  to  all  eternity* 


CHAP,  XIV. 


The  apofiU  recommends  fuch  fpiritual  g;ftsA  as  are  failed  to  anfaser  the 
pvrpofes  of  Cbriftian  love  far  the  edification  of  otters^  and  prefers 
prophecy  to  the  gif  t  of  tongues i  it« — 5,  Illufirates  the  unprofitable- 
nefs  of  barely  fpeaking  in  m  known  languages^  without  interpreting 
theft;  by  feveral  comparifansy  6, — Jl*  Exhorts  to  an  intelligent 
fort  of  vjorfbipy  that  may  be  profitable  to  others ,  as  well  as  aurfrhes$ 
13, — ‘20,  Shews  the  proper  ufe  of  the  gift  of  tongites 5  and  the  great-* 
er  advantage  of  prophcffingy  2 1  ,—3  J-  Reproves  and  regulates  va¬ 
rious  dif orders  which  arofe  in  religious  ajfemblUj}  from  a  vain  often- 
'Tat ton  of  gifts ,  261—33*  from  moments  f peaking  in  the 

churchy  34>— 40- 


pollfttv 

rity  and-  de- 
*ir0  fjariiiiil gifts, 

but 


Paraphrase, 

"FROM  what  I  have  been  faying  to  recommend  Chri- 
A  ftian  love,  {chap,  xiii,)  Let  me  earneftly  intreat 
yon  to  cultivate  and  improve  the  eiercife  of  this  im¬ 
portant  grace  *  :  And  as  to  fpiritual  gifts,  1  would  that 
ye  Ihould  be  zeaJoufly  concerned  to  abound  in  them  at* 
fo  \  provided  it  be  only  with  a  view  of  glorifying  God, 
and  being  ufefnl  to  others :  But,  in  oppofition  to  thofc 
that  are  too  fond  of  the  gift  of  tongues  ( ver ,  n.) 
for  rain  glorious  ends  (Sec  the  note  on  chap .  12 .  311}  I 
wouldjchiefly  recommend -tojcii  the  gift  of  prophecy  f 

whereby 

note. 


*  The  church  at  Corinth  wys  very  imifh  particularly  from  the  third  and  fourth  chap- 
waiting  in  their  chritfian  temper,  while  ictsj  and  therefore  he  not  only  fpeut  thj 
there  were  ftrifes  a^d  difiliona  arnori£  them,  high  eft  encomium?  upon  charity  or  Itne; 
and  pAtfutd  1  amcf  Paul,  cad  JHitfbir  I  am  of  {chap,  iliL)  but  here  urge?  them  t®  pur  tat  or 
Apolius,  drc.  {chap.  Mu  3,4-)  and  there  follow  after  it.  See,  for  an  a^Toum  of  it  hat 
were  fume  among  them,  that  would  fit  up  this  charity  b*  the  note  on  Chap.  x\ll  1. 
falfe  tracher*  ajjinft  tbeapuilie  Paul*  u  ap-  *  JBt  prophecy  here,  feemsaot  to  be  meant 
pears  from  a  grczt  p^rt  of  this  epiftle,  aqd  foretelling things  to  come;  but  opening  ;hc 

ftrlpu;rts 
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fcnt  ntba  that  ye 
may  propbdy. 


1  For  he-that 
fpeakcth  in  an  un- 
kno«D  to  Ague 
fpcakcth  not.  m- 
to  men,  bdl  no¬ 
lo  God;  for  no 
man  nndcrfland* 
eih  tin;  how- 
font  io  the  fpicir, 
he  f[icik<ch  wyf- 
ccrici* 


^  Bat  he  that  pro* 
pl'clKlh  fpcuketh 
unto  men  to  edi¬ 
fication,  an  A  ex¬ 
hortation,  and 
comfort* 


4  Hethatfpeak- 
till  in  an  un¬ 
known 


whereby  ye  may- be  enabled*  under  divine  illumination 
and  aflmance*  to  explain  and  apply  the  factcd  oracles* 
or  to  deliver  tnjlru&ioDS  under  any  other  form*  to  tbe 
edification  and  confirmation  of  one  another,  upon  the 
principles  of  tbe  charity*  which  leeks  not  her  own. 
[Chap.  xiii.  5.) 

2  For  be  who,  by  the  gift  of  tongues*  fpeaks  of  di¬ 
vine  things  in  a  language*  which  bis  hearers  are  unac¬ 
quainted  with*  doth  not  therein  fpeab  to  the  under  (land¬ 
ing  of  thefe  men  though  to  the  underftanding  of 
of  God*  who*  being  the  author  of  all  languages* 
and  of  tbe  extraordinary  gift  of  fpeaking  them*  can't 
but  know  the  meaning  of  every  word  in  them  :  For  no 
person  that  is  a  It  ranger  to  the  tongue  in  which  another 
talks*  can  tell  what  be  fays*  or  learn  any  thing  from  its 
but  it  is  all  myftery  to  him*  how  excellent  and  impor¬ 
tant  foever  the  do&rines  may  be:  which  the  preacher  ut* 
ters  by  the  gift  of  Spirit  and  how  intelligible  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  foever  they  may  be  to  his  own  foul  *. 

2  But  he  who  explains  the  propbetick  writings  of  the 
Ola  Tejlameat,  and  thereby  calls  a  light  upon  tbe  Nevit 
and  he  who*  by  the  infpi  ration  of  the  fpirit*  publilhcs 
ftiJl  further  articles  of  evangelical  truth*  in  plain  and 
intelligible  terms*  adfwers  the  end  of  preaching,  in  ac¬ 
commodating  himfelf  to  the  under  (landings  of  men,  to 
whom  he  fpeaks  for  their  improvement  in  light  and 
grace}  and  for  exciting  them  to  the  duties  of  their  ho¬ 
ly  calling*  and  promoting  their  confolation  in  Cbrill. 

4  He.  who  delivers  his  iermons  in  a  language*  orftyle 
above  the  capacities  of  his  audience,  mayexprefsthings 
that  greatly  tend  to  his  own  fpimual  improvement  and 

fo 


NOTES. 

fcriptUTM,  and  declaring  the  whale  contslel  brunt  andffmtaalftags;  (Col.  ill.  itf. )  and 
of  God,  by  immediate  tatfpimioD,  including  tnofc  hymns  that  were  nrnted  in  pdtlit,  by 
alio  tho  vooft  ordinary  rfliiltocts  of  the  fpi*  the  iiumcdiue  feggefHott  of  the  fpirit,  Icciti 
rit,  which  are  obtained  by  reading*  luedfrfl-  to  have  been  pronounced  only  by  the  infpir- 
tiotfiy  and  prayer;  For  the  foretelling  of  fh-  ed  perfoa  himfvlf;  or,  at  Jeaft,  others  codd 
ture  event*  war  not  G>  much  to  the  then  pte-  not  join  in  then  with  the  voice,  till  he  had 
fenc  edification  of  the  church,  at  eapouindtig  delivered  them  out. 
the  word  of  God,  and  preaching  the  truth*  j  Ur  Lightfist  fuppofes,  with  fame  proha* 
as  it  u \ti  Jefob ;  becaufe  the  chief  advantage  hility,  that  the  tongue,  principally  intended 
bf  the  predictions  of  infpired  wen  lie*  in  the  by  tbeapoflle,  was  the  Hebrew,  which,  of  * 
aonfirmationofotir  faith  in  after-tune*  *  when  long  time  paid,  was  not  the  common  and 
the  things  themJelvtf  come  to  pais:  But  mother  tongue,  but  was  gone  into  difufe;  hue 
prophesying  is  here  preferred  to  the  gift.of  now,  by  the  gift  of  tongue;*  it  was  reftored 
tongues]  becamfe  it  was  to  the  prefect  edlfi-  to  the  ttiiniftcrs  of  the  church :  And  hefuf- 
cation  of  the  church.  And  under  the  head  pcA*  that  the  peri&ui,  whom  the  apqftle  had 
of  prophecy,  we  niay  include  broking  out  in-hls  eye,  judaiaedin  chit  matter;  and  that 
inm  fongr  of  praife,  under  an  afflatus  of  the  they  retained  the  ufe  of  tbe  Hebrew  language 
fpirit,  which,  in  the  cafe  of  Zacharies,  is  m  the  church,  although  unknown  to  the 
■mDcH  his  ptophefying,  Luke  i,  d7*  and  common  people;  and  followed  the  atftom  of* 
which  items  to  be  brought  into  that  clafi  in  the  fynagogue,  where  the  feripmrt  was  read* 
the  t  j th  verfe  of  this  chapter.  This  may  be  pnyert  were  made,  aod  doctrines  preached 
reckoned  to  prophefy;  heeaufc  wc  eip  laid  tn  j»  the  Jhfrrw  toogue-  See  hi>  Te*m»4i*rt 
teach  end  admmfi  anttkr  in  and  ExmUaikuu 

V  * 
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Tit 


Qj  xif 


kasmrn  ton  gut  e- 
diticth  himillf ; 
but  be  that  pro* 
pheiicth  edifkih 
ibt  duuxh* 


phtficih  thin  he 
tha  t  fpc-Jut  n  *  rth 
lonjnes,  except 
htintfrpret^  ihat 
the  chnrrh  may 
rccaTc  edifying. 


fo  may  affe£t  his  own  heart/  which  he  ought  indeed  to 
aim  at  in  all  his  holy.'mioiftrationsi.  though  that  Oiouhl 
not  be  the  only  end  $f  his  engaging  in  them  :  But  he 
who  interprets  the  feriptare,  and  makes  known  the 
mind  and  will  of  GoJ  about  the  way  df  falvation,  not 
not,  only  profits  bis  own  foul;  but,  according  to  the 
great  defign  of  preaching,  he  is  ufeful  to  the  church  in 
building  it  up,  by  additions  "ef  new  converts,  and  by 
promoting  the  growth  of  its -  members  in  knowledge, 
faith  and  love,  holiocfi  and  obedience,  through  the  a* 
gency  of  the  fpiril* 

j  l^ouH  that  5  'I  could  heartily  wi(h,  if  it  fo  pleafed  God,  that  ye 
ye  all  fpakc  with  all  might  be  fiirnifhtd  *  (as  many  of  you  are)  with  the 

ther "tat  &  gift  of  tongues  :  But  as  this  is  of  little  ufe,  unlefs  when 
phcMsfari^  yc  come  among  people  that  don't  apprehend  the  meaiv- 
-L^  pro*  ing  of  the  language,  which  ye  can  fpeik  without  this 

fupornar ural.' faculty ;  I-  much  rather  defire  that  ye  may 
be  fitiffirl  in  the  dodriiies  of  divine  revelation,  to  n- 
plain  and  apply  tbemr  Fbr  He  is  the  more  excellent 
man,  more  to  be  efteemed,  Utid  of  much  greater  im¬ 
portance  to -the  church,  {Mattb,  xi.ir.)  who,  in  his 
jnimftry,  dtfeovers  a  deep  inGght  into  the  feriptures  of 
the  Old  Teftament*  abd  into  the  peculiarities  of  the 
gofpel  difpcnfationf  than  he  who  delivers  his  fentimemi 
in  ft  range  languages;  unlcfs,  while  in  them  he  (peaks 
the  wonderful  works  of  God,  (A£ls  ii.'itj  be  alfo  ex¬ 
plains  to  his  hearers  what  he  fays,'  in  a  tongue  which 
they  underftand,  that  the  church  of  Chrift  may  be  real¬ 
ly  benefited  by  his  labours,  "  'Afrrf  the  like  may  be  laid 
of  fuchhigh'  fcbolaftic  (trains  of  learning  and  elo* 
quence,  as  rather  amufe,  than  inftru£t  an  auditory. 

6  Now,  my  brethren,  whom  I  love  in  the  truth,  (: 
John  wr*  i*)  permit  me,  for  the  avoiding  of  envy,  w 
illuftrate  this  argument,  with  a  reference  to  myfdf  who 
have  an  i  mere  ft  in,  at  leaft,  fome  of  your  attefUons ; 
fuppofe  1  were  to  come  to  you,'  aod  to  (peak  jn  languag¬ 
es,  which  ye  are  utter  ftrangers  to,  of  what  advantage 
would  it  be  to  you  \  uolefsl.  were  to  interpret  them, 
and  to  communicate  to  you,  in  intelligible  terms,  fuch 
things  as  are  made  known  to  me,  and  as  I  am  comoiif- 
fioned  to  declare,  either  by  a  prefcnt.  immediate  reve¬ 
lation  of  fome  new  ttnthr;  or  by  that  ftock  of  know* 
ledge  in  general,  which  I  have  the  gofpel ;  or  by  open- 
ing  and  confirming  the  prophetick  writings  of  the  Old 

Teft> 

NO 

t  *  ft  appears  from  wr(  «,  18,13,  *0,  17, 
that  many  of  this  church,  and  perhaps 
tlioll*  pvticuhHy  wbo  oppa&d  the  Spoilt/ 
greuly  pliued  thtrafelru  in  tta  gift  of 

ougnts*  and  made  die  of  it,  1q  a  diiordtrly 


6  Nor,  bre¬ 
thren  a  if  1  cutnc 
unto  yon  fp^ak- 
Jng  id th  leagues, 
wt)4t  Jtattl  profit 
yotijpxcepi  I  Jtall 
ipeak  to  yon  ei¬ 
ther  ,  Lby  revela¬ 
tion,  or  by  know¬ 
ledge*  or  by  pro- 
pHtJying,  or  by 
doftrinc  1 


T  F., 

Bnai)erf  to  the  prevent ;og  of  maiteltfultx- 
ere  lies  in  their  religious  aflembLe*  ;  £i;J 
therefore,  the  a  poll  la  /peak,  the  mure 
natively  oft,  to  bumble  thritK  and  to  it£,;- 
late  their  oftcautfon*  and  un  profit  atkak 


J*  1^4 


7  And  even 
things  wi'hont 
life  giving  faun  j. 
*  heifer  pipe  nr 
h  trp,  except  they 
tpt ca  dittin£ian 
i*i  the  found*, 
how  (hill  it  he 
known  whit  it 
piped  or  harped  ? 


%  Tor  if  the 
trumpet  give  in 
tinner  uin  fnind 
vho  flnll  prepare 
himielf  to  the 
battle  l 
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Teft ament,  to-caA-a  light  upotr  the  New  ;  or  by  deli* 
vexing  iiS' mofc  important .  do&rines,.  relating  to  faith 
and  praftice  *  ? 

7  And  to-  (hew  how  ufelefc  talking  in  on  known 
tongues  would  be,  we  may  compare  it  to  the  artificial 
founds  of  mu  Gcal  inftruments,  which  are  themfelvw 
inferable  and  inanimate*  and -are .-only  Ggnificanr  by 
the  nines ,ibat  are  played  upon  them.,  .Suppofe,  for  in- 
ftance,  a  pipe  or  harp  were  made  ufe  of  for  exciting 
different  pa  (lionf,  and  direding  different  motions,  fbng;-, 
andgeftures,  in  mourning  and  dancing;  {Jct,\z.  17* 
18.  and  xlviii,  36.  Job  xxi.  it,  fa.  Matih.  tx.  23, 
and  xi.  1 7.)  unlefs  there  were  to  be  made  a  proper,  and 
known  difti nation  to  the  notes,  who  could  tell  for  urhat 
purpofe  they  are' founded,  or  befuitably  afletted  with-it 
or  how  to  conduct  btmfelf  anfwerable  to  it  ?  The  like 
may  be  fa  id  of  mufical  inftrumentsof  war: 

8  For  if  the  trumpet  were,  to  found  a  march,  a  charge, 
a  retreat,  or-other  poinr  of  war,  at  random,  or  infuch 
a  confofed  manner,  as  (hoold  give  no  determinate  no¬ 
tice  of  what  duty  is  to  be  done,  when  an  army  is  draw¬ 
ing  np  again!!  an  enemy,  what  foldier  could  tell  how 
to  accommodate  himfetf  to  it,  0;  get  into  -proper  array 
for  the  battle  ? 

9  In  like  manner  it  may  well  be  faid,  unlefs  your 
tongue  exprefs  words  capable  of  being  underftood  by 
your  hearers,  how  is  it  poflible  for  them  to  know  what 
is  the  fubje&  of  your.difcourfe ;  what  it  is  that  ye  aim 
at,  or  fayupoo  it  ;  or  what  ufe  they  are  to  makepf  it  ? 
For  all  that  ye  ipeafc  in  an  unknown  language,  is  to  uo 
tpanner  of  pmpofe,  as  to  them  i  It  is  all  a  mere  fe ufe- 
jefs  and  confofed  found  in  their  ears,  that  is  lofl  in  the 
air;  ye  therein  fpeak,  as  it  were,  only  to  the  wind, 
your  hearers  not  being  able  to  undcrfland  one  ward  cf 
what  ye  fay. 

10  There  is  indeed  a  great  variety  of  languages  in 
the  world,  perhaps  as  many  as  there  are  different  na¬ 
tions  uponparth;  and  none  of  them  is  without  a  dif- 
tinQ  meaning,  which  is  underftood  by  the  people  that 
commonly  talk  it;  all  the  words  in' each  cf  them  ind 
for  fomething,  as  they  are  ufed  by  thofe  whnfe  mother 
tongue  it  is,  or  who  have  learnt  to  converfc  in  it;  bur 
they  are  figns  of  ideas  only  to  thofe  that  are  acquaint* 

ed  with  them. 

*  - 

If 


P  So 
you,  except  ye 
nKcr  by  the  ton¬ 
gue  word*  e*iy  TO 
be  nmterftood. 
bow  Ihlt  h  be 
what 

fpokrn  ?  for  y* 
iiulJ  tpcA  into 
the  air. 


to  There  arc, 
It  may  be,  la  m:- 
nykindi  of  voice* 
;♦!  the  world,  aod 
none  of  them  ti 
wiclbOL:  Ggntfici- 
tioiw 


N  O 

*  I  have  given  fneh  a  fcrift  of  all  tbefe 
lerm*  in  thi*  cotijunflion  of  them,  os  fee m* 
id  preserve  a  diltinflion  between  them,  pud 
0  iait  (he  deG  »u  of  chc  prefect  argument,' 


r  1 

T  E. 

belter  than  mofrthot  hnw  aremred  u>  mt 
thought*;  but  the  reader,  by  confrUin*  other 

comment  it  or  may  (ind  different  turn*  of 

terpreutio^,  and  make  his  uoti  cboie^  . 


v;  Therefor* 
if  I  ituow  not 
the  meaning  of 
the  voice,  1  Dull 
be  unto  hun  chat 
fpcaketh  a  bar¬ 
barian  !  and  he 
that  fpcaLcth  fia/i 
if  &  barbarun  un¬ 
to  me, 


1%  £;tn  f«  ye, 
fnnfmiKh  as  ye 
art  zealous  of  fp:- 
ritiul  giftSf  feck 
that  ye  m*y  cat- 
*al  tot  he  edifying 
of  the  ehorch. 
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11  If  therefore  I  were  to  fall  in  company  with  one, 
who  talks  to  me  in  words,  which  are  very  intelligible 
to  bimfelf,  but  the  hgnificarion  of  which  is  quite  un¬ 
known  to  me,  I  fliouid  be  like  a  Wild  unconvertible  fo¬ 
reigner  to  fuch  a  fpeaker,  as  not  being  able  to  receive 
his  inftru&tons,  or  to  make  any  reply  t  and  he,  who 
(peaks  in  that  Q  range  language,  would  be  like  one  that 
talks  gibberifh  to  me,  I  not  having  any  notion  of  what 
he  means. 

12  And  this  is  the  very  cafe  with  you,  if  ye  deliver 
divine  things  to  others  in  a  language,  which  they  can 
put  no  fenfe  upon.  But  fince  many  of-  you  are  fu  ea¬ 
gerly  dcfirous  of  excelling  in  fpirttual  gifts ;  let  it  be 
your  great  ambition,  not  to  attain,  ufe,  and  exercife 
that,  which  is  fo  unprofitable,  as  the  gift  of  tongues, 
is  among  people  that  can't  be  inftrufted  and  edified  by 
it  >  but  to  abound  in  thofe  more  excellent  ones,  that 
are  adapted  to  promote  the  knowledge,  faith  and  Ime, 
piety  and  incteafe  of  the  church. 

13  If  therefore  any  of  you  be  fond  of  fpeaking  lan¬ 
guages,  by  a  miraculous  power,  which  he  himfelf  was 
before  a  ftranger  to,  and  which  thofe,  that  have  not 
learnt  it,  can  make  nothing  of ;  let  him  beg  of  God, 
that,  when  he  comes  among  fuch  fort  of  people,  he 
may  alfo  he  enabled  to  interpret  wbat  he  fays  in  their 
vulgar  tongue,  that  it  may  not  be  a  heap  of  unfenfed 

words  to  them ;  but  that  they  may  be  profited  by  the 
difeourfe. 

14  For  to  transfer  this  again  to  mylelf,  (w r.  6.)  as 
I  faid  before  of  preaching  or  prophefytng  ;  fo  I  would 
now  fay  of  praying  in  a  public  aflembLy,  if  my  focial 
prayer  be  offered  up,  as  it  ought  to  be,  iii  their  nearing 
and  as  their  mouth  to  God,  and  it  be  in  a  language 
which  they  don't  underftand,  my  Own  heart  may  indeed 
be  engaged  in  the  prayer,  as  knowing  what  the  peti¬ 
tions  are,  which  I  prefen t  to  the  Lord  ;  but  my  own 
nnderfhnding  the  prayer  is  of  no  advantage  to  the  reft 
of  the  company,  who,  for  want  of  knowing  the  fenfe 
of  my  expreflions,  can't  join  with  me  in  It,  or  be  fuit- 
ably  affefted  by  it  *. 

13  What  then  is  the  film  and  upihot  of  ail  that  I 
have  been  faying  on  this  head  1  and  what  is  fitted  and 
belt  for  me  to  do  in  thefc  cafes  ?  It  is  this,  wbca  I  am 
to  pray  in  a  public  congregation,  it  (ball  be  my  great 
defirc  and  concern,  that  l  may  do  it  with  fpiritua)  af¬ 
fections 

NOTE, 

*  This  plainly  condemns  the  pnfc  of  the  publicly  prjyf&s  In  Lidsi,.  >rtco 

ike  people  undtrihed  nothing  of 


1  3  Wherefore 
let  h'mrhirfpeai* 
ct!>  in  an  tfB- 
k*own  tongue, 
pray  that  he  may 
interpret. 


14  For  If  1 


fptrit 
but  my 
ft&nding 


pnyeth, 

under- 

H  UU- 


ij  What  h  \t 
tben  ?  I  wiU  pray 
with  the  Jpmi, 

and 
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and  1  will  pray 
with  the  undr'- 
ft  indlo  5  alij  ;  J 
v\\\  ting  with  tLc 
fpirit  and  I  wilt, 

ti:;j£  iht  U*i- 
dcrltnidicg  alfo. 


I S  Elic,  when 
thou  (halt  blc£s 
with  the  rpiLat  p 
how  fbril  he  that 
occup^eth  the 
100m  of  (he  un¬ 
tamed  far  amen 
at  thy  giving  of 
thunk s*  feeing  he 

underftandethnot 
That  thoufsyeft? 


j>  For  thou 
ver \\  y  f  ivell 

tlunb  flttil,  bat 
the  other  is  not 
edified. 


f-Qions*  by  the  fpecial  aftiftance*  and  dictate  of  the 
KuJy  Spirit*  and  that  at  the  fame  time  I  may  pray* 
not  only  with  an  underftanding  of  my  own  words*  but 
in  fuch  a  manner,  z*  that  the  under  ft  andings  of  my 
fellow  worfhippeiP  ;:ny  like  wife  apprehend  what  I  fay  : 
And  in  a'd  pani  of  ptophefying*  and  particularly  that 
wfcicr.  con  (ills  in  uttering  the  pralfcs  of  God*  (Tee  the 
note  on  wr.  i.)  what  I  would  principal  if  aim  at  is* 
that  I  may  publifh  the  honours  of  bis  name  by  the  in- 
fpiratica  of  the  Holy  Gboft*  with  fpiriiual  melody  in 
my  own  heart ;  [Eph*  v*  19*)  and  that  I  may  not  only 
mvfclf  underftaud  wbat  1  fing;  but  may  do  it  in  fnch 
words,  as  they,  who  arc  to  join  with  me  therein*  or  to 
be  iniiructed  thereby*  may  uoderftand  it  alfu*  and  fo 
ling  with  melody  in  their  own  hearts>too* 

1 6  Otherwise,  to  apply  this  to  yourfdves*  were  any 
of  yon  to  offcrthankfgiving,  blefliug*  and  praife  to  God 
in  church  aflcfnblies*  under  a  divine  Afflatus,  and  this 
were  to  be  in  ao  un  fen  fed  language*  how  is  it  pofEble 
that  any  private  and  ignorant  ptrfon*  who*  knowing 

not  only  his  mother  tongue*  comes  into  the  congrega* 
[ion,  and  Gils  up  the  place  of  a  common  hearer*  in  or* 
der  to  his  learning  and  improving  by  your  holy  mint- 
ft  rat  ions*  (houldever  be  able  to  give  his  afient  and  con- 
fenr*  and  cither  in  heart*  or  voice*  add  his  Amtn+  at 
the  clofe  of  the  fervice  **  fince  be  canft  tell  the  mean* 
ing  of1  what  ye  have  delivered  i 

17  For  you  indeed*  as  far  as  your  own  edification  is 
concerned  in  it*  may  Gil  up  this  part  of  worfhip  in  a 
fpl ritual  and  heavenly  manner*  with  good  judgment 
and  devout  affe diions*  but  the  bearer*  who  does  not  un- 


16  T  (hank  my 
Go<J,  I  fpcalc 
vith  tonguef 
more  than  you 
*11; 


derttand  what  you  fay*  can’t  poffibly  be  profited  by  ir* 
18  For  my  own  part*  I  am  indeed  very  thankful  to 
my  gracious  God*  for  favouring  me  with  this*  as  weil 
as  every  other  fpiritual  gift;  info  mu  eh  that  I  am  cna* 
bled  to  fpeak*  as  occafions  require*  in  the  extenfive 
courfe  of  my  miniftry,  with  piany  more  foreign  lan¬ 
guages*  than  any  of  your  mod  celebrated  teachers*  or 
than  all  of  you*  taken  together*  have  ever  been  fur- 
nifhed  with*  or  called  to  make  ufe  of. 

19  Ncvenhelefs 

N  0  T  F, 


+  Tbt  p!*ct  af  tht  nnkarntd  (t¥  iJ^r*) 
figtnfies  the  pbfc  of  a  private,  as  well  as  of 

An  iUifaafc  or  i^noritfii  p^rlbc,  jlloding  (6 

the  place  There  common  hearers  were  wont 
to  fit  in  die  rungr^iion  t  And  here  f«nu 
to  be  a  reference  to  the  cuftnm  of  the  7ri viflt 
church,  when  at  the  end  of  tke  MJrtifter's 
public  thaohfgrem*  and  praife,  all  the  I'co* 

pL  anlVcrcd,  An$nf  »fr.  till,  tf.  and  i 


Ckrw,  Ttvi*  which  was  a  Ho  pnelifed  in 
the  primitive  church,  pa’ticulii'ly  at  the 
ebjeof  Euchariftioil  [>»}&£«  when  the  pro* 
pic  ufed  U>fdy,  aithbwl  jtv’jinition, 
ill  trUimcHiy  of  thoH-  cuncuiitjw  anil  appro¬ 
bation,  VitL  yixrt.  Apoi,  ti.  p.  0T%  S>B* 

&  Eujeh  Fcrlcf*  hi(t*  Itb.  vii.  cap.  i X-  p. 

ijj*  aim  Not.  Vesci* 


i  j2  Jfc  Firjl  EpiJUe  to  /Af  'CoK.i»TBlASS  parapbrafid.  Cfc.  xfr. 


ip  Yet  in  tbs 
church  I  had  ra¬ 
ther  fp^Ltk  Jrvc 
wards  with  my 
^nder  (landing 

ihar  p*  mj  inlet  X 

flight  teach  o- 
th^rx  alfo,  than 
ten  thouJ'iJKl 

wid*  iii  an  M- 
h:mm  tongue. 


ao  Brethren  , 
he  jioi  chiUren 
in  under  fta  ad  i  u  g : 
tiaivbdi,  in  mi’- 
Itcc  he  ye  chil- 
dfcnt  but  in  un* 
ilcrlbndiog  be 


19  Neverthclefs,  fo  little  do  I  pride  myfelf  in  this 
extraordinary  endowment*  nr  value  it  for  itfclf,  or 
nfe  it  in  an  oftematious  way,  that*  when  I  come  into  a 
Chriftian  aflcmbjy,  I  had  much  rather  utter  ever  To  few 
words  were  it  6ve  only,  with  judgment  and  underftand- 
ing,  fo  as  to  exprefs  my  meaning  intelligibly,  and  for 
the  in  ft  ni&tcm  anil  advantage  of  others,  as  well  as  for 
my  own  edification,  than  to  make  ten  thou  fa  nd  fine 
difenurfea  in  a  language,  which  the  people  do  not  un* 
derftand,  and  confetjuemJy  cannot  be  profiled  by. 

20  Let  me  accordingly  entreat  you,  my  brethren, 
not  to  go  into  a  weak  and  childifh  temper*  in  zfftfting 
novelties,  and  pompous  appearances,  fuch  as  the  Ihowy 

gift  of  tongues ;  and  in  efteeming  them,  rather  than 
things  that  are  more  folid  and  ufeful ;  Ye  ought,  in¬ 
deed,  to  referable  little  children,  in  the  oieeknefs, 
harmlefthefs,  and  humility  of  your  difpofition  and  be- 
haviour,  (Af0tfA.  xvili.  3,  4.)  free  from  all  malicious. 


proud,  and  envious  defigos:  ami,  when  at  any  dgie 
angry,  ye,  as  ie  ufual  with  children,  fhould  foon  cool 
033111  ;  but  in  knowledge,  judgment,  and  diferetion, 
cfpecinlly  with  regard  to  ydur  apprehenfions,  and  m*- 
ibigtmcm  of  fpiritiMl.  things^  it  becomes  yon  to  think 
and  aft,  and  approve  yourfelves,  as  men  grown  up  to 
maturity  of  under  flan  ding* 

it  Tn  the  Uw  21  That  yc  may  do  thus  in  the  ufc  of  unknown 
ft  I*  wiitcD,  with  tongues,  and  not  to  be  over-fond  of  them,  I  befeech 
wlh  other  you  to  confider,  that  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old 

(her  lips  will  i  icftamentf  (fee  the  note'oo -700/1  x.  34.)  particular- 
unto  rhis  ly  in  Debt*  xxviii,  49*  and  (fa,  xsviii.  1 1*  it  is  faid,  by 
*•«  way  of  Threat ning  and  rebuke  to  Ifraei^  for  their  ob- 
i!-cyiiat  hur  me  '^nacy  and  imiriehty,  to  tue  Following  purport,  1  will 
fiith  tiie  i j>jd.  fpeak  to  this  incorrigible  people,  by  the  unknown  lan¬ 
guage  of  foreign  nations,  who,  by  my  providence* 
fhall  have  the  rule  over  them*  ;  and  after  that,  by  in- 
fpired  men,  who  (hall  deliver  my  coucfel  in  lira  Age 
languages,  by  a  miraculous  gift,  to  convince  them  of 
their  disobedience  and  unbelief,  in  not  hearkning  to 
the  mefliges  of  my  fervants,  which  were  delivered  tn 
them  in  the  plaineft  terms :  But,  notwithftandii.g  all 
this,  fuch  is  the  perverfenefe  of  thcii  he-jtts,  that  they 


NOTE. 


*  1  havei  taken  jo  uhat  I  apprehend  to  be 
the  primary  ienje  of  ihcifc  pmphtclt:**  ush 
tvliith'J  to  God1*  making,  *':irer"it  nations, 
iiit’h  is  the  Ajfi *•:&,*  -  nd  (,"&-*  AfctfJtr*  a  fcourge 
to  ifr.it/ 1  to  convince  Them  of  their  tin,  in 
i»**t  hcirfenirjr  to  his  prtphcls;  asul  the  fe- 
t  {crie,  zs*  acctrdkig  to  the  spolHL*£ 

j  ,l  ihiLb^k  iu  the  £tlc  of 


tonnes,  un^cr  the  Ne*'  TcfUmcnt  dupon- 
fjtiun,  whfch  w*>idd  carry  pi  Ain  tokens  of 
dr'mcinfpira'ioLi  in  thofc  perions,  whom  the 
Jtvs  [ije^cd;  and  whom  they  would  con¬ 
tinue  cbft  irately  to  rejsft,  notu-utiiUndtag 
thif  further  evidence*  thut  they  fpAa 
was  froau  God* 
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will  not  attend  unto,  and  receive  the  tnftru&ions  of 
my  prqyidence  in  one  cafe,  any  mote  than  of  my  fer- 
vants  in  the  other,  fays  the  Lord* 

»  Wherefore  21  So  that,  as  maybe  gathered  from  thefe  paflages, 

faking  in  unknown  tongues,  by  an  extraordinary  gift, 
ih'n  btlicve,  bnt  is  fnch  an  evident  token  of  miraculous  operation,  as  is 
t<>  them  that  he-  adapted  and  designed,  not  for  the  edification  of  chafe, 

j-lopiwlyjfig  jl*  t^at  do  .already  believe  in  Chrift,  according  to  the  gof- 
i-:ih  not  forthem  pel  revelation  of  him  i  but  for  the  convidionof  iafi- 
chit  hdwrt  not  dels,  and  for  a  tefiitnony  againft  fuch  as  continue  ob- 

dlh^dievfc011  fiio*te  io  their  unbelief, '  as  well  as  for  the  more  fpeedy 

propagation  of  Chiillianity  in  heathen  countries^  and 
therefore  it  is  not  proper  to  nfe  it  unneceflarily  in  the 
church,  as  though  they  were  ftil]  in  a  date  of  infidelity, 
and  needed  a  continuance  of  this  confirmation  of  the 


1 3  If  therefore 
the  whok  church 
be  conic  together 
into  (Hlfl  pbccind 
all  fpcafc  with 
fondues,  and 
there  cooic  tn 
ibfc  that  arc  an- 

karoclf  OFunbc* 

ileven,  villthcy- 
not  foy  that  ye 

urc  road  f 


gofpel  among  them  :  but  preaching,  or  explaining) 
confirming,  and  applying  the  doftrines  of  the  Old  and 
N tw  TefUment,  js  fritted,  by  tbe  ordination  and  hlef* 
fing  of  God,  not  oaJy  for  the  converfion  of  unbelievers*  * 
but  Jibewire  for  the  further  inftru&ioo,  edification,  and 
eftablifh  merit  of  thofe,  that  have  already  believed  thro* 
grace;  and  lb  ought  to  be  ordinarily  ufed  in  church 
aifcrr.blies  for  that  purpofe,  mthrr  than  the  gift  of 
tongues,  as  being  mod  profitable  for  them* 

23  If  therefore  the  whole  church  meet  together  for 
the  wordiip  of  God:,  as  is  cuftomary  with  all  the 
churches,  in  one  am!  the  lame  place  f;  and  all  that 
officiate  in  it,  were  to  deliver  themfelves,  either  in 
prayer,  praife  or  preaching,  in  one  and  another  lan¬ 
guage,  that  is  not  an  Her  flood  by  the  auditory,  nor  is 
interpreted  to  thf  m,  that  it  may  be  fb  %  and  if  any  or¬ 
dinary  private  perfons,  fee  the  note  on  ver*  iti.) 

that  can  make  no  fenfe  of  what  is  faid  \  or  any  that  are 
Grangers  to  the  gdfpd,  and  under  the  power  of  unbe¬ 
lief,  w^re  to  come  into  your  congregation  at  fuch  a 
time.  What  would  they  think  and  fay  of  you*.  Would 
this  be  a  likely  means  of  convincing  a  ad  converting 
them  ?  Or  rather,  wculd  they  not  defpife  and  ridicule 
you,  and  conclude  that  ye  are  all  a  parcel  of  wild,  fran¬ 
tic  embufiafts,  that  arc  betide  yourfebes,  and  are  pot 

fe  Be  d 


notes. 

*  Since  preaching  or  prophet-in*  is  the  church,  as  coming  loptlifl^in  place, 
mcanj,  »hich  God  has  appointed,  and  owns"  ((tj  to  «ur$)  at  he  alto  did  in  cbtrp,  xi  ao* 
i‘? r  iheecnvcrfion  of  (tuners,  a#  tijipeais  frerti  film  5  that  churctit^  in  thotc  dayi  vere  run* 
X.  14,-17.  and  1  Car.  i,  11,  k  niti'd  gresjtioiial,  or  Inch  as  met,  and  cidinnrtlr 
br,  not  abftduccty,  but  in  lomtf  reflraiued  ufltmMcd  together  it)  one  place,  for  the  orie- 
fti’.fc,  that  we  ore  to  under ihuid  ihe  apcfHe,  Ijuiwi  of  divine  un  ;  and  ^  that  ill 

when  he  fata*  pfophtfyiagTervci  not  ior  theis  members  were  very  careful  to  gwe  their 
i’rem  that  helkve  not.  ajuiid-tice,  a*  much  *if  pu£hJc,  at  iLcirtiat- 

J  The  ^poltie’a  (pcaLi^g  cf  thc.vhoic  td 
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st  But  ir  all 

propfctfy,  ud. 
there  come  in  one 
that  bedenah  not 
or  w  unlamol, 
IwirMrinced  of 
in,  he  is  judged 
of  all: 


35  And  rim* 
we  tbefemtjof 

lib  heirt  raidc 
xxufiifdl  ;  and  fo 
falling  down  on 
bis  fact:,  be  will 
wot  Grip  God,  and 
TCjvirt  that  God 
it  in  yoa  of  4 

tit  Liu 


faffed  of  the  devil,  rather  thin  concluded  and  influen¬ 
ced  by  the  infinitely  wife  and  good  Spirit  of  God  ? 

24  But  if  every  imniftrtog  femur,  tn  bis  proper 
torn,  prays  and  expounds,  and  preaches  in  a  plain  in* 
tdligiblc  ftile;  and  any  unbeliever,  or  private  and  ig¬ 
norant  perfon,  providentially  comes  in  to  bear,  whether 
out  of  curioGty,  or  from  fotae  other  motive,  hr  is  in 
the  way  of  being  brought  to  Ycrious  and  rational  con* 
vision  ;  and,  through  the  concurring  light  and  power 
of  the  bleffed  Spirit,  will  be  effeftttally  convinced  of 
his  own  fin,  mifery,  and  danger,  and  of  the  excellency, 
fuitablenefc,  and  importance,  together  with  his  own 
need  of  and  concernment  in  thofc  things,  which  every 
fpeaker  utters;  and  his  conscience  will  be  thereby  brought 
to  form  a  juft  judgment  concerning  hts  own  ftate  and 
condition,  and  to  condemn  himfelf,  as  guilty  before 
God,  by  means  of  what  they  fere  rally  deliver  and  in- 
force,  according  10  the  word, 

25  And  fo  the  imnoft  thoughts  and  difpofiticns  of 
bis  heart,  relating  to  God  and  himfelf,  are  as  plainly 
defcritttd,  and  laid  open  to  the  view  of  his  own  mind ; 
as  if  the  preacher  had  known  (hem,  and  designedly  ac¬ 
commodated  his  rltfcourfes  and  prayers  to  them ;  and 
being  thus  convinced  and  judged  by  the  power  of  the 
word,  as  brought  home  and  applied  to  his  own  foul, 
he  will  be  (truck  with  a  reverend  awe  of  the  divine  hia* 
jetty;  and  with  the  deepeft  contrition  and  abafement, 
fuch  as,  in  times  of  the  moftfolemn  humiliation,  ufe 
to  be  ex  pi  tiled  by  the  pro  ft  rat  ion  of  the  body,  down  to 
the  ground,  will  earneftly  implore  God’s  pardoning  and 
renewing  grace,  and  join  in  worlhipping  him  with  you ; 
and,  from  what  experience  he  himfelf  has  of  the  won¬ 
derful  imprcfllons  made  upon  his  heart,  he  will  go  2* 
way  with  a  tettimorty  in  his  own  confcience,  and  will 
fell  his  friends  and  acquaintance.  That  verily  Gcd, 
your  God,  is  in  a  fpecial  manner  prefenc  with  you,  to 
own  and  blefs  you,  and  your  m in ift rations ;  and  to 
give  remarkable  tokens  of  his  power  and  favour  among 


u  iiow  is  it 
then,  brethren  ? 
wIkh  you  come 
rogether,  every 

one 


you, 

26  What  then  is  to  be  done,  my  brethren  ?  How 
are  your  fpirituai  gifts  to  be  improved  for  promoting 
tfcefc  valuable  ends,  when  ye  gather  together  for  religi¬ 
ous  performances  *  ?  One  of  you  is  endued  with,  and 

(taa<U 


NOTE. 


*  E«ry  one  of  yoji  cannot  relate  to  every 
SndiviUoal  member  of  the  churcb,  but  only 
totlioiethat  wertin  miniflenn  £ktc*1  drift gs; 

roi1  can  Tt  be  fnppolrd  thvLeveli  tme  even  of 

them,  had  ail  the  gifts  here  mentioned;  iiui 


they  were  all  did  routed  unonp  them;  lb  t!;-t 
one,  who  was  to  b*d  the  worihip,  had  one, 
or  more  of  them,  and  another  had  odkcK 
It  is  therefore  necdliry  to  take  the  ctrivetf':! 
tenn,  here  tried,  in  a  reflnined  and 
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one  of  you  hatha 
pfatra,  huh  a 
iofnne,  hih  a 
tonpKt  hath  a 
revelation,  hath 
anhurprdatbn* 
Ut  all  fh'tn^s  be 
don;  lu  edifying* 


Hands  ready  to  give  vent  to  a  fpirit  of  PJahwdy ;  aftb- 
ther  to  fome  do£hine  of  the  gofpel,  for  ex  bo  nation  and 
comfort;  another  has  the  gifcXH  tongues  ;  another  bai 
fome  new  difeovery,  by  immediate  tafpiratjon,  to  com- 
m  Ulrica  te  to  the  church  ;  another  has  the  gift  of  inter* 
prettng  what  is  fpeken  in  foreign  languages;  and  one  or 
other  of  you,  is  too  forward  to  fhew  his  own  gifts,  and 
to  be  heard  firft,  or,  perhaps,  to  difplay  his  talents 
in  one  part  of  the  congregation,  while  another  is  excr* 
cifing  his  in  another  :  But,  let  none  of  tbefe  gifts  of  th£ 
Spirit  be.  ufed  in  an  unprofitable,  u n feafonable,  or 
difoxderly  way;  fo  as  that  one  Ihould  improperly  inter¬ 
rupt  another,  or  that  thofe  of  lefs  importance  ihould 
fupcrfcde,  or  prevent  thofe  of  greater :  On  the  contra¬ 
ry,  let  ail  things  be  put  Into  fuch  a  due  cour.'V,  and 
carried  on  in  fuch  a  regular,  as  may,  be  bell  foited,  and, 
through  divine  grace,  may  he  moft  effectual,  19  the  en¬ 
larging  and  building  up  of  the  whole  durdi,  and  pro¬ 
moting  the  fpirit  ual  growth  of  every  member  of  it,  till 
the  work  of  God,  in  all  it’s  parts  and  degrees,  fhall  be 
perfected  in  them, 

27  If,  notwithstanding  what  has  been  fad  about  the 
gift  of  tongues,  as  of  little  ufe  for  the  edification  of 
the  church,  (See  the  note  on  ver.  ;.)  any  of  yon  be 
fiill  defirous  to  exercife  it,Lct  it  be  at  fuitable  times;  and 
in  a  regular  manner,  fo  that,  at  one  meeting,  there  or¬ 
dinarily  may  not  be  above  two  of  three  (peahen  ac 
moll  f,  sod.  that  not  all  together,  one  here,  and  ano¬ 
ther  there ;  but  one  alter  another,  in  their  tufts ;  and 
let  there  he  one,  wbo  fhall  faithfully  interpret  in  the 
vulgar  tongue,  what  other  fays  in  a  foreign  language, 
that  the  people  may  be  capahle  of  receiving  inllru£Hon. 

28  But  if  there  be  no  one  prefent,  that  has  the  gift 
interpreter,  pf  interpreting  what  is  delivered  in  a  llrange  language, 

iwe 11,1  in***  the  l*ct  k*m  ^at  would  ofe  it,  refrain  fpeaking  in  it  ro  the 

congregation  ;  fincc,  in  that  cafe,  no  good  purpofc  dan 
be  anfwered  to  them  by  and  |  let  him  be  contented 
to  employ  that  talent  in  private  prayer  at  home  between 
God,  who  is  equally  acquainted  with  all  languages,  and 
his  own  foul,  which  alio  underftands  it,  and  may  be 
edified  by  it. 

39  With 

N  O  T  £  S. 

5,  and  ftrahl  other  udi-  devotion  after  public  vorlbip  Is  begun,  and 

their  attendance  to  it  is  required,  tbc  apoftJe’i 
advice  Items  rather  to  relate  to  a  man’s  pci-* 
vady  ottering  the  thoughts  of  hu  bent  at 
hfime,  in  a  language,  that  was  mukrttood 
by  none  but  God  and  binfdf,  than  to  hb 

anplo^inr  hiinidf  in  tlut  muiDer,  while  he 
wt*  called  to  join  with  the  congregadocb  A 
publkk  Vmfbip. 


Ifiny  min 
ipeak  in  40 

tongue*  Ut 
j  fr  by  two,  or 

at  the  awft  J 7 
three,  and  that 

by  coarfe;  and 
let  one  interpret 


But  If  then 

be  00 


tfurth;  and  ki 

bun 


vcrfal  prides  we  evident!/  tobeundcrfhwd, 
iu  Tnptt^iides  of  ox  her  places  of  feriptnre* 

t  Here*  as  Dr  Light f cot  obferyw,  is  a  re- 
r«vnct,to  the  order  of  fynagogue  woiOiip,  in 
which  one  read  the  ferptwre  in  the  Hebrew 
L^ajpe;  i no: her  interpreted*  or  prea*lttd; 
umi  another  preyed, 

j  Ah  it  is  diibrderly  and  rnfeifonaMc  for 
mtibns  to  freed  thtir  time  in  a£U  of  private 
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19  Lctthcprcn- 
pfccre  fpeik  two 
dr  tbrcctand  Let 
the  other  judge. 


jo  If  utijjhmg 
be  revealed  to  ft- 
rather  that  frti 
rt*b  by*  let  the 
fifft  hold  his 
peace. 


29  With  refpe&  alfo  (#1)  to  the  ofe  of  the  gift  of 
prophecy.  Let  but  two  or. three  of  theni,.  that  are  endu¬ 
ed  with  it,  fpeak'atone  meeting  of  the  church,  sod 
that  in  an  orderly  fueceflion,  without  interrupting,  or 
interfering  with  one  another:  And  as  there  are  many 
falfe  pretenders  to  the  mini  dry,  and  ta  infpiration,  let 
other  judicious  and  infpired  prophets,  that  may  be  pre- 
Icnr,  examine  (i*®™*™***)  every  thing  that  is  faid  in 
public  worfliip  ;  and  let  them  d.ifcern  and  determine 
concerning  it,  whether  it  be  confonant  to  the  tenor  of 
Old  Tcftament  .  prophecies,  and  New  Teftament  reve¬ 
lation,  or  not;  and  fo  make  a  difference  between  thofe 
things,  that  are  delivered  under  divine  revelation,  or 
according  to  the  word  of  God ;  and  thofe  that  proceed 
from  a  man’s  own  private  fpirit,  or  from  a  fpirit  of  de¬ 
lation. 

■ 

30  But  (ft)  if  an  y  important  revelation  be  made  to 
another  prophet,  that  13  fitting  in  the  affcmbly,  as  a 
hearer  and  a  judge,  and  be  fhouid  thereupon  make  a 
fignal  for  audience;  Let  him  that  was  fpeakmg  break 
off,  as  foon  aa  he  has  finilhed  what  he  is  upon,  that 
proper  room  may  be  left  for  this  other  fervant  of  Chritt 
to  deliver  the  meflage,  which  be  ha,s  received,  to  be 
communicated  from  the  Lord. 


Foryemay 
all  prnphefy  one 
w  one,  that  all 
may  learn*  end 
ait  may  be  com¬ 
forted. 


31  And  the 
fpin:*  of  the  pro¬ 
phets 


31  For  though  atone  meeting  there  commonly  (hould 
be  no  more  than  two  or  three  fpeakers  10  their  courfe; 

St  there  may  be  proper  opportunities  enough,  at  dif- 
rent  times  of  aiftmbljng)  for  jpl  of  you,  that  are  un¬ 
der  immediate  in fpi ration,  (See  the  note  on  vtr.  26.) 
as  wdl  as  for  all  your  ordinary  minifters,  ro  eitercife 
your  gifts  of  teaching  one  after  another,  that  the  whole 
church  may  be  regularly  inflrufted  in  the  mind  and 
will  of  God,  for  their  edification  ;  (wr,  3*)  and  tljbt 
every  one  may  receive  a  portion  in  feafon*  by  way  of 
exhortation,,  or  of  coufolation- 

32  And  this  may  well  be  done  with  the  utmoff  order, 
convenience,  and  advantage,  fince  the  gifts  and  impul* 
fcs  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  even  in  infpired  men,  fo  far  ac¬ 
commodate  themfclves  to  their  rational  faculties  as 


nut 


NOTE. 

*TL»t  this  is  meant  of  the  prophet*,  who  dutely  after  ibis  Ced*s  being  the  Author 
were  to  fpnkt  and  run  tif  djufr,  wbo  were  not  of  ccmfn Hon,-  but  pta.ee,  U  mentioned  ^ 
to  judge  concerning  the  noth,  or  f^fdionli  the  iralbn  why  the  gifts  and  inspiilics  of  Itic 
of  wj at  others  delivered,  appears  from  ksbe-  fpirit  vrtre  fobjtct  to  (bole,  tkt  were  cuda* 
in$  £3d,  rot  that  the  (pints  of  the  prophets  cd  wi:h  them,  lb  as  I c  be  abb  to  Ipeafc  ix 
ought  irt  be,  blit  really  are  fubjtft  to  ihe  pro-  fcotd  their  peace!  aioccaftou  retired,  ino^ 
phets ;  and  from  (be  comm  of  ihtf  context :  portion  to  the  afflattw  of  evil  ipjrits,  va;c!t 
For  this  has  a  nJercace  to  the  preceding  di-  threw  their  prophets  into  £uch  no  20  venule 
rtftlont  oi  the*  prophets  to  Tpc^k,  or  not,  cc ftades»  as  forced  them  to  fpcak  and 
in  *  proper order,  and  u>  give  wap  oire  ro  a-  fortes,  or'petfbns  betide  tbnnidvtL  \vlt 
auWicr  iu  dutitni'ict  wad  In  the  varicuninc-  Cnt»  in  loc* 


Ch»  xiv.  The  Tirfi  Epijlk  to  tie  Cohinthiaks  parapbrafed* 

ft 


pbm  arc  fubjcft 
w  the  prophet. 


33  Foe  God  is 

not  the  atsibsf  of 
r.  nfufwn,  but  of 
Fr"-^t  ai  in  ail 
churches  of  the 
£uati. 


3*  Lei  yout 
women  Juep  Q- 
Jence  in  Ibc  char* 
chej:  for  it  is 

not 


not  to  throw  them  out  of  a  due  government  of  them* 
i'elvcs,  like  the  heathen  priefls  under  their  diabolical 
polTeflions  ;  but  to  preferve  their  c&pacitiea  of  uttering 
them  Selves,  or  not,  and  to  give  them  a  judgment 
of  diferetion,  when,  and  how  long,  it  is  fit  for  them 
to  fpeak  under  his  influence  ;  and  we  may  be  Cure  that 
this  divine  fpirit  will  not  hurry  them  into  any  in  decen¬ 
cies  or  improprieties,  either  as  to  the  matter,  manner, 
or  time  of  their  fpeaking. 

33  For  the  infinitely  wife  and  bo!yr  God,  who  in- 

fpires  them  with  his  good  fpirit,  neither  Is,  nor  can  b?, 
the  author,  abettor,  or  encourage r,  of 

a  difordcrly,  unfeafonable,  and  wild  management,  a* 
has  a  natutal  tendency  to  fling  his  worfhip  into  confu* 
fton  ,aiul  breed  dtfturbanccs  and  tumults  in  the  church; 
But  he,  as  the  God  of  peace  and  order,  is  the  com¬ 
mander  anti  approver,  promoter  and  author  of  every 
thing,  that  tends  ‘to  the  fpiritoal  prorperity  of  his  peo¬ 
ple,  in  a  regular,  well-governed,  ami  peaceable  way, 
as  he  is- found  to  be  in  all  other  churches,  which  con- 
lift  of  fanfttfied  believers}  and  in  which  his  worfhip  is 
Carried  on  in  a  fober,  decent,  and  becoming  manner  ; 
and  therefore  it  may,  and  ought  to  be  fo  among  you. 

34  As  to  your  women,  who  are  ready  to  take  too 
much  upon  them  in  public  miniftrarions,  it  behoves 
them  to  be  hearers,  and  not  fpeakers  in  religious  aflem- 
blie.s  j  For  it  is  neither  decent  nor  allowable  for  them 
to  preach,  or  aft  the  proper  pan  of  the- man,  in  any 
public 'Way  ' of  fpeaking*  ;  unlcfs  when,  on  extraor,dir 


N° 

*  As  or  preadiin^,  by  an 

Inordinary  gift  of  the  /pi fit,  is,  the  main 
fnbjcft  of  the  preceding  TCrfel,  that  fort  of 
Ipeikin^  feeoi.4,  at  tcaft,  inctodcd,  if  rot 
moft  dircftly  mtended,  i»  what  i*  here  for* 
bidden  in  women  ;  and  yet  as  -rfww,  the 
propheteft,  fpofcc  publicly  of  Chrilt  in  tS* 
temple,  Luke  \u  j3  %  and  as,  on  the  famous 
day  of  P<xif/oj}^  God  poured  put  of  his  fpi* 
tit  upon  d&vghlm  and  handmaidens  ,  that 
ihcy  might  prophecy,  jfflrti.  rrf“iaj  *nd 
accordingly  Fblftp's  four  daughters  wacfiud 
to  prophecy,  Mi  xxi  9-  lean  force  think 
«hit  the  ^poftlc  meant  akfifate!j  io  dilalpw 
of  womens  fpeaking  in  the  churth,  when 
they  evidently  appeared  to  be  under  a  divine 
afflatus ;  Km  probably  there  were  fib  roe  »o- 
iiicii  in  the  church  at  C!prief0,1that  pretended 
io  fpcak  under  immediate  iofpira'low*  tho*, 
a*  far  as  apprao,  they  were  not  mlly  Infpi- 
red,  and  therefw,  as  the  apofUe  guarded, 
agahiff  (heir  unfemale  like  irwiuner  of  uTter- 
li:g  thoiifdvc.^  under  their  pretended  im- 


T  £> 

pidfes,  in  chip*  xi.  j,  tf.  (Sea  the  note  on 
vcr.  j,  of  that  chapter)  Co  ke  here,  without 
any  iimilflfK™,  forbids  their  openly  fptakin^ 
in  the  church  in  any  way,  that  is  peculiar 
to  the  office  of  men;  though  they  might 
join  their  voices  with  men,  in  finding  the 
praifes  of  Ood,  and  faying  aloud,  Amtn* 
as  w»  cuit  .unary  at  the  end  of  pubHcpray* 
C«s  ;  (See  the  note  on  nr.  iff*)  and  might 
fp?ik  In  any  way,  that  did  not  not  icuerferc 
vrjlh  the  authority  of  the  man  The  grew 

which  To  much  incumbers  the 
of  commentators  on  this  place, 
it)«y  he  ehiciy  owing  to  out  nut  hawing  that 
tract,  which  tlwr  Corinthians  wrote  u>  tha 
apnrile,  alxmt  difotderly  pra&ecs  among 
them,  t\%  i.)  and  which  he  anfwereil 
in  this  cpbElf,  rordJigibty  enough  to  fhnfr, 
that  were  fully  acquainted  u  iih  the  ftihjc^U 
of  complaint,  and  the  true  tfafe  of  things  tit 
that  church,  but  if  we  admit  of  the  cafy- 

ftippofiiioii,  ih*t  the  preaching  women  in 
ll&i  chinch,  noivvUh  ft  jading  thrir  prr.mcci, 

were 


p 
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PAtpODIltdDD* 
to  them  to  fpeah, 
but  ihtj  art  c«w- 
ttWrf  to  he  un¬ 
der  obedience,  o 
alia  fiuEi  tbc  U w* 


And  If  they 
will  leva  any 
thing,'  let  them 
tfk  th  eirhDsbinds 
n  borne:  for  it 
fc  a  flume  Cor  wo¬ 
men  to  fpdk  in 
tlwH'wfri 


**  What  ? 
came  the  void  of 
Cod  out  from 

you 


nary  occalkxns,  they  evidently  appear  to  be  tinder  an 

immediate  infpiratiem  of  the  fptnt  I  In  other  cafes,  / 
do  not  Jvjftr  them  to  teach ;  i  Tim.  ii.  iz.)  nor  do  any 
other  churches  of  the  faints  {yer,  33.)  admit  of  it ; 
'tis  by  no  means  fit,  or  proper*  or  fuitabie  to  their  fex; 

bat  they  ought  by  a  mod  eft  (Hence,  to  Ihew  a  fubmijfion 
to  their  st on  hujlnruis,  as  is  Jit  in  the  Lcrd,  (Col.  lit. 
18.)  anfwerable  to  tbc  diftinQion  of  fexes*  which  is 
made  by  the  law  of  nature,  and  the  law  of  nations  ; 
and  as  God  himfelf  has  commanded  in  that  original 
law*  which  is  contained  in  the  writings  of  Mofes,  (See 
the  note  on  Luke  xxiv.  44.)  faying  to  our  mother  Eve, 
which  is  equally  binding  upon  her  offspring*  Thy  defire 
Jbali  he  to  thy  hujband ;  and  he  Jhall  rule  over  thee .  (  Gen. 
lit.  16.) 

35  And  if  any  woman  do  not  throughly  nnderftand 

what  is  faid*  or  done  in  the  congregation*  and  are  deli* 
rotu  to  be  further  fatisfied  about  it  +*  they  may  feek 
information  in  a  private  way  at -home*  by  afleiog  (TK« 
t/«tc  tbetr  own  believing  bu (bands,  Who  are  fup- 

pofed  to  be  both  able  and  willing,  or  at  ieaft*  may  get 
alHftance  from  others  of  more  knowledge  than  tbem- 
f elves,  to  inftruft  them  *  For  it  is  very  unbecoming, 
and  unfuitabie  to.  the  mod  eft  y  of  the  female  fex*  that 
an  uninfpired  woman  fhould  take  upon  herfelf  to  dif> 
courfe*  and  debate  with  men*  in  the  public  exerctfesof 
the  church. 

36  What  mean  then  tbefe  irregular  praQices  among 
you,  fo  different  from  all,  that  Is  permitted  in  any  0- 
ther  church  ?  Or  what  right  can  your  church  claim* 
more  than  others,  of  giving  unto  them  ?  Can  ye  pre¬ 
tend  that  your’s  is  the  mother-church,  and  that  the 
gofpel  of  the  bleffed  God  was  fir  ft  preached*  and  all 
it's  ordinances  were  firit  inftituted  among  you*  and 
went  forth  to  others  from  you  ;  and  that  therefore  ye 
may  do  juft  what  you  pleafe*  without  regarding  what 
was  done  among  them  ?  No,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came 
originally  from  JerttJalemt  (tfa.ii.  3.}  and  from  thence 
was  communicated  to  all  other-churches.  Or  can  ye 

boaft 

NOTES. 


were  not  really  inspired*  the  difficulty  it  re* 
lievert;  and  thte  pillage  it  better  ru-oncild 
with  tAaf.  jt.  j,  tf.  than  in  any  other  wuVj 
that  I  have  met  with* 
f  Here  feenu  to  be  a  reference  to  the  niJV 
trip  of  the  Jrvnjb  worfhlp,  in  which  perfect 
woe  allowed  to  ait  quettwn*  of  ihe  prrcch- 
w,  relating  to  what  he  had  delivered,  and 
In  coirfviiri'y  to  which,  our  bkfftd  I^rd, 
bz  twelve  yem  old,  fat  wfcb  (he  dc£lor*a 


asking  them  queftioni,  Leif  it*  4J*  Butty 
apolMe  denies  ihi£  liberty  to  women,  v  fa¬ 
voring  coo  much  of  patting  thrmlekei  on  « 
level  aih  me u,  (See  Dr  ligbtjrift  exerrj- 
utions  the  pLce,  aod  on  LttJrt  ii.  4 tf,) 
and  the  apoftle  dire#*  the  women  to  apply 
to  their  own  believing,  husband*,  rather  than 
to  other  men  for  in  format  ion  t  to  prevent  oc- 
cdicoe  of  fcaikhl  from  too  iniimttt  eonrer* 
tniou  cthtn  of  the  contrary  ten, 


Crt.  xiv;  The 


H9 


31  U  any  man 
ll^uSc  htmftlf  to 
hr  a  pruphd,  or 
ipiriruJi  ki  hint 

it/krHH.vkdgc  that 

the  thiug>  that  I 
write  aota  yea 
ijic  comma  nd- 
cnenti  the 

Lord. 


Yno}  or  cjme^t  boaft  that,  when  the  gofpel  reached  the  Gtatiks^  it  wu 
jum  you  only .  jirjls  and  aily  imparted  to,  and  received  by  you  ;  and 

therefore  ye  are  to  be  a  rule  to  all  others?  No,  the 
tioebia a,  and  other  churches  were  favoured  with  it  be* 
fuitti  and  even  before  you  ;  {AEli  chap.  xi. — xviii.)  and 
therefore  ye  can  challenge  no  prerogative  beyond  any  of 
them,  hut  are  tied  down,  as  well  as  they,  to  the  iafti- 
tutions.  and  commandments  of  Chrifl,  the  only  king  of 
his  church. 

37  If,  after  all,  there  be  any  one  among  you,  who 
pretends,  or  imagines  himfelf  to  be  an  infpired  prophet ; 
or  to  be  endued  with  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  (pint, 
and  with  adeAfr  and  more  extenfive  knoweldge  of  di* 
vine  things,  than  others;  and  therefore  thinks  that  he 
has  authority  to  give  laws  to  the  church  *  ;  Let  fuch 
an  one  know,  confuler,  and  own,  that  the  directions, 
which  1  have  wrote  concerning  thefe  matters,  are  con* 
fonant  to  the  general  rules  which  the  Lord  Jefus  him* 
ftlf  laid  down  in  his  perfonal  miniftry,  about  public 
teaching  ;  and  are  no  other  than  the  commandments, 
which  he  has  further  communicated  to  me  and  author!* 
zed' me,  as  his  infpired  apoftle,  to  enjoio  upon  you; 
and  which  no  one,  who  is  really  conducted  by  his  fpii 
lit,  can -deny  to  be  according  to  his  mind  and  will  t 
Conf«[UentIy  no  pretences  to  infpiration,  in  fetting  up 
practices  of  a  contrary  nature,  can  he  of  God,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  allowed  by  you. 

38  But  if  there  be  any  among  you  fo  wilfully  obfti* 
nate  and- perverfe,  as  rot  to  underftand,  acknowledge, 
and  fubmit  to  the  authority,  which  I  have  received  from. 
Chrift,  and  the  commands  1  have  delivered  from  him  1 
Let  fuch  an  pne,  at  his  own  peril,  perfift  in  his  igno¬ 
rance  and.  contempt :  I  fhalt  give  my  fell  no  further 
trouble  to  convince  him  ,  and  ye  ought  no  longer  to 
regard  him. 

39  Therefore,  to  conclude  all  that  I  have  been  fay* 
ing  on  thefe  points,  my  advice  to  you,  brethren,  is  that 
ye  be  earneftly  defirous  of  obtaining  and  exercifing  the 
gift  of  prophecy,  as  the  mo  ft  excellent  in  itfelf,  and 
moft  profitable  to  the  cburch,  of  all  others;  (wr.  t **-5* )■ 
•and  yet  that  ye  would  not  utterly  di Countenance,  and 

prevent  the  exercife  of  the  gift  of  tongues,  which  may 
alfo  be  of  good  ufe  in  it's  place,  if  it  be  managed  ac- 
cording  to  the  foregoing  rules  about  it. 

40  la 

NOTE. 

*  In  thif  tndthc  «rt  rtrfc,  as  l\Ir  Licit  in  rbe  church  it  Cwirtik  ajainft  him,  bud  a* 
ohftrrei,  the  ipotUc  fheras  (n  point  at  fame  gainfl  the  »vtboii;yt  which Clirljl  had  con** 
chief  leader  tf  the  fiction*  wticii  had  let  up  tasted  to  1 4 


3*  Bel  if  any 
mn  he  ignorant, 
kt  him  bcigrtor- 
snr. 


34  Wherefore* 
hrnhrca,  covet 
to  pi&phtfy 
jml  for  bkj  not 
f  o  f  p  ert 
tongue. 


l6o  The  Ftrjl  Eptftlt  to  the  CotiiKT hiahs  paraphrased  Ci.  wri 

*0  Let  ail  40  Tn  thefe,  and  ali  things  elfe  relating  to  the  war* 
thirtg*  be  done  Qf  q0(^  heed  tWt  it  be  performed  in  fuch  a 
jt  an  io  jJcconijng  manner>  as  to  avoid  all  apprarante  of  child- 

iihnefs,  (wr.  20.)  or  of  phrenfy,  {ver.  22-)  or  of  wo¬ 
men’s  afting  out  of  chsraQei>  {ver.  34,  35.)  or  of  any 
other  indecency  * ;  and  fee  to  ttj  that  the  whole  be 
conduced,  nut  according  to  the  devices  of  men’s  own 
heads,  under  any  pretence  v  haifoe ver  i  but  according 
to  the  commandments  now  gi yen'  you  from  the  Lord) 
(ver.  37.)  in  fuch  a  regular  couife,  {ver.  27— -33.  as 
may  prevent  confufion,  and  may  put  a  reputation«  in- 
ftead  of  a  difgrace,  upon  the  blefled  and  holy  -name, 
doctrines,  ordinances  an£  ways  of  Chrift;  and  as  may 
be  molt  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  edification  of 
the  church. 

f  J 

X 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  different  is  the  prefent  fettled  ftate  of  the  church*  from  what  the  nature 
of  things  required  it  to  be  in  iu  fir  ft  pfontaf  ion,  with  refpetft  to  immediate  rrve* 
latiorre,  and  fpeaking  all  fort  of  languages  by  the  Holy  Ghoft !  Neverthdd?, 
bow  ambitious  fhould  we  be  of  thofe  oulltiiry  gifts  npd  graces  of  the  -Spirit* 
which  are  ftill  as  ufeful  as  ever,  and,  like  Prophecy  and  Chanty*  are  edifying  to 
our  own  and  other  fouls,  rather  than  of  (howy  appearances,  which*  like  the  gift 
of  tongues,  are  in  themfdves  of  little  advantage  !  And  yet  ft  concerns  ns  to  im¬ 
prove  every  kind  of  gift  for  the  good  purpofee  for  which  God  beftows  them  up¬ 
on  us,  Rut  how  unprofitable  u  it  to  preach*  or  pray  in  a  learned  ilyle,  above 
tKe  capacity  of  common  hearers;  and  huw  abford  to  perform  filtered  offices  m  an 
unknown  tongue,  and  that  without  interpreting  it !  Whatever  good  a  man  may 
,get  to  hinifclf,  he  can  do  jiooc  by  fuch  fa-vircs  to  thnfe  that  do  not  uoderftjnd 
him:  Nor  ought  the  mmiftry  of  the  gofpel  to  give  an  one  main  found;  its  great 
’ends  are  to  inform'  and  imprefs  the  foul,  tbit  whal  is  delivered  may  be  clearly  un¬ 
der!  ood,  and  reach  the  frerets  of  the  heart,  and  may  gain  an  Amen  of  aifent 
and  content,  and  conftrain  an  acknowledgement  in  the  conference,  that  verily 
God  is  in  the  aflfemblies  of  his  people,  Now  happy  is  it  when  we  are  like  little 
children  in  malice,  suul  like  men  in  under  ft  an  ding;  and  when  we  are  wife  to  fb- 
bri«±y>  and  ail  our  devotions  are  under  the  condufl  of  the  divine  Spirit*  and  of 
an  enlightened,  fa  notified,  and  regular  mindi  What  a  credit- is  it  to  the  Chri¬ 
stian  religion,  wh*h  all  its  ordinances  are  celebrated  with  due  decorum,  and  in  a 
proper  order,  according  to  the  ivord  of  God,  wlv>  is  not  the  Author  of  con- 
fafion,  but  of  peace,  in  the  churches  of  the  faints !  But  how  arrogant  is  it  for 
women  fo  far  to  forget  the  motfcfty  of  their  lex,  z3  to  aflame  the  rank  of  men  in 
public  minift rations,  or  for  any  church  tr>  monopolize  the  wore]  of  God,  as  if  it 
belonged  only  to  them  ;  or  for  any  perfons,  under  pretence  of  extraordinary 
gifts  and  revelations,  or  of  human  authority,  to  fct  afide,  alter,  or  add  to  the 
commands  of  God,  in  things  that  relate  terhis  worJhip  !  May  we  ever  avoid  all 
indecencies  and  diforderg,  and  all  uvucripniral  management,  in  our  Chriftiui  af- 
iemUIes ! 

NOTE. 

*  Dccemly,  and  io  order,  plainly  relate  ,,  a*  were  to  he  deemed  the  command* 
■not  to  human  inventions  of  rhes  rnenis  of  the  Lord,  ver  37.  with  regard  to 

pie?1,  to  frt  oft" the  storfhip  of  trod  t  IWno-  -']  th?  foregoing  emulations,  which  the  a* 
thing  of  that  kind  is  mentioned  in  the  tori-  po:t'«  preitribcc!  againil  ihc  varfoiirf  difrrdtif 
going  context;  nay,  its  gitai  tfefkn  is  to  rte-  that  h:d  Iwn  liuueivt  into  the  church  ai  Co* 
cry  httiutt  aothorky  in  tho<e  slfaii*  *  Ikir  Hath* 
fliut  decency  and  order,  here  intended,  ate 


CHAP. 
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CHAP,  XV, 


The  apofile  proves  the  refurreEHon  of  Chrijl  frcm  the  de< id,  i, — n. 
Takes  occafion  from  thence  to  confute  ihofe  that  denied  the  refurree * 
thn  of  the  body ,  12, — 19,  RJlabtifbis  the  doElrine  of  the  rrjurreclkn 
of  believers  to  eternal  life  by  various  argument  Sj  205—34,  Anf&ers 
obj  eel  ions  again/}  it,  and  fbews  the  vnjl  change  that  mill  then  he  made 
tn  the  qualities  of  their  rifen  bodies,  35,-50,  Difeoifcrs  the  my/iery 
of  ibe  like  change,  that  will  be  made  on  thofe  who  Jball  be  living  at 
Cbri/Vs  fecond  coming,  ji} — 54,  Sets  forth  the  believers  triumph 
over  death  and  the  grave,  5  j*— 57-  And  elofes  the  argument  with 
an  exhortation  and  encouragement  to  alt  diligence  in  the  fervice  of 
the  Lord ,  58, 

Text,  Paraphrase, 


1WI  Groover,  lire 
1  ihrcn,  I  de 

clire  unto  you  tSi 
jofpel  which 
preached  ui>i< 
you,  wJifch  alj- 

you  have  recciv- 
<J*  and  whcrcii 
yc  fland; 


1  By  which  aU 

ye  ace  laired,  if 
>c  keep  in  mcmv* 
*y  vhat  I  preach¬ 
ed 


A  S  to  the  disputes  that  have  been  raifed  among  you 
my  Chriftian  brethren,  about  the  certainty  of  a 
future  Hate*  and  the  refgrre£kion  of  the  body  to  "eternal 
Jife  *;  1  would  begin  with  reminding  you  of,  and  efta- 
blifhtng  you  in*  the  grand  fundamental  articles  of  the 
gofpel,  concerning  the  death  and  refurrection  of  Chrift, 
( ver ,  3,  4,)  and  {hall  particularly  enlarge  upon,  anti 
confirm  the  lafl  of  thefe,  which  fuppofes  the  Grft,  both 
of  which*  as  ye  well  know,  I  infilled  upon  in  my  mi* 
niftry,  when  with  you  ;  which  ye  alfo  then  were  con* 
vinced  of,  and  embraced,  as  the  foundation  nf  all  your 
hope  toward  God  ;  and  iu  the  profdTiOii  and  faith  of 
which,  not  with  Handing  ail  the  efforts  of  ihe  enemies 
of  your  feuis,  and  the  corruptions  that  have  crept  in-  a- 
mong  you,  the  generality  of  you  (See  the  foregoing 
note)  have  hitherto  continued  to  Hand  fall,  and 

as  1  truft,  are  fully  determined,  by  the  grace  of  God* 
to  abide  by,  at  all  events,  in  everyday  of  trial. 

2  And  by  means  of  this  gofpel,  and  of  your  faith 
in  it,  ye  are  brought  imo  a  ftitc  of  fitivation,  and  have 
the  beginnings  and  earned  of  it,  with  the  utmeft  fe- 
c uritks  for  a  complete  poffeffion  in  due  time  of  ail  ii9s 
fcJiciryand  glory  \  in  cafe  as  1  hope,  ye  carefully  attend 
to,  and  aflc&ionately  bear  in  mind,  and  maintain  vour 


NOTE* 

*  As  ihe5ffrf(fafrr«<!w*»edtberettiriic£Viou  and  iWme  nf  the  G™i'&  converts  with 
j>f  the  body,  and  the  cxiftenw  of  fepiraia  philofophical  f[*xubtinn*  of  the  :  Tho 

fliirits,  and  tots  frqnently  any  firture  Rate  of  ipoftte  therefoe  fcis  hiitiltlf  to  eon  lute  the 
lUvardsand  puniUwicntt,  (lAatih.  *xii.  xj.  trrnrs  of  to/**  ihU  i.npwum  ["4n% 

ind  Jittf  xxiih  8*)  and  the  Grtik  phibfi>*  with  admirable  fora  atk\  beauty,  a: rd  viui 
;ihen  ivtre  Dufy  \ri:h  their  objection*  a  variety  of  rtriMn^  nrd  m^ni- 

ihc  retorsion,  Afti  XYii*  iB,  fi>  Jbme  ficcnt  fipira  a\ul  eloquence,  as  they  arc  fiiir- 
f'f  the  convert  ii*m  to  have  been  in-  ly  dcfcrihed  by  Mr  RfoikbaU,  m  his  Secret 

lan^Ud  Witt  the  notion?  of  the  Sedtiptttft,  cfojftt,  voL  i.  paj* 

Voi..  IV*  t  L 
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*d  unto  you*  vn- 
Itft  ye  haxc  hclic- 
Tcd  in  Tala. 


5  For  I  deli¬ 
vered  unto  you 
fijft  of  *11,  that 
which  T  alfo  re¬ 
ceived,  how  that 
Clirift  died  for 
our  fins,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Lite  i£t:p~ 
uue» ; 


4  And  that  he 
buried  T  and 
that  he  rerfeagdn 
the  third  day, 
according  to  the 
fcripiitrts : 


holy  profdTion  of,  thofe  vafUy  important  things  which 
1  delivered  in  my  preaching  to  you  :  And  this  ye  cer¬ 
tainly  have  done*  and  will  perfevere  in,  unlefs  your  be- 
lief,  of  them  were  only  notional*  or  were  (“*»)  rafli 
and  inconfulerate  *r  under  the  power  of  ftrong  paflions 
without  any  fulid  judgment  or  fuitable  influence  upon 
your  hearts  and  lives  ;  and  fo  were  a  dead  faith*  which 
cannot  fa vc  you.  {Jem*  ii»  14,  17*) 

3  Tot  as  I  faithfully  communicated  to  you  every  im¬ 
portant  branch  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  *  fo  in  the  very 
fir  ft  place,  as  what  holds  the  chief  rank  among  its  prin¬ 
cipal  articles,  (w»f*r«r)  I  delivered  unto  you,  as  a  fa* 
cred  truft  and  treafure  to  be  kept  inviolably,  thofe  b!ef- 
fed  doQrincs,  which  I  received  by  immediate  comm  if- 
fion  and  revelation  from  JefusCbrift  bimfdf,  (Gal*  i. 
1 2*)  as  the  foundation  of  all  the  reft;  namely  that  our 
dear  and  only  Saviour  died  in  our  room  and  ftead,  the 
juft  for  the  uujyft,  to  expiate  our  fins,  and  put  thema- 
way  by  the  lacrifice  of  himfelf:  (1  Pet*  iii*  18.  and 
Heb*  ir*  2 6*)  And  thus  he  did,  according  to  the  cur¬ 
rent  types  and  prophecies  of  the  ancient  infpired  writ¬ 
ings  which  fpoke  beforehand  of  the  fufferings  of  Chrift, 
(Lube,  xxiv*  2$,  26*  27-  and  1  Pet*  i.  11*)  and  which 
being  aftually  fulfilled  in  our  Lord,  are  a  mighty  fat  is- 
faction  to  our  faith  in  him,  according  to  thofe  remark¬ 
able  predictions  of  him  in  Ifa*  liti.  5,  6,  n.  and  Dan* 
is*  24*  26. 

4  I  likewife  (hewed  you  that,  in  certain  teftimony  of 
bis  having  been  really  dead,  he  wus  buried  in  the  fepul* 
chre  of  Joftph  of  Arimaihea\  an  honourable  coun¬ 
cilor,  (Mark  xv-  43,  46*)  according  to  the  prophecy, 
that  he  (hould  make  hi:  grave  with  the  rich  in  hi:  deaths 
(Ifa*  lift.  9*)  and  that  as  he  was  delivered  for  cur  tffen* 
*#t,  he  was  raifed  again  for  our  juJHficationt  (Rom.  iv< 
25.)  according  to  other  prophecies  of  the  Old  Tefla- 
ment,  PfaL  xvi.  10.  ami  If  a.  liii.  8  ;  and  that  this 
was  on  the  third  day,  (Luke  xxiv,  4 6*)  according  to 
the  figurative  reprefematton  of  it,  by  Jonah**  having 
been  in  the  belly  of  the  fifli  three  days  and  three  nigh  is 
(John  i,  17.)  which  was  typical  of  the  rcfurre&Ion  of 
Chrift  on  the  third  day,  as  he  himfrlf  Interpreted  and 
applied  it;  (Matth*  xih  40*  Seethe  note  there)  and 
according  to  another  figurative  way  of  exprdfing  the 

deli- 


NOTE* 

*  The  word  (/fit)  here  rerdcred  iw  iwtx,  14, 58*  vhicl'  fignifics  rmfty,  a*  vrcll  as  tri*; 
r^nifiies  alio  r^&and  imcDufJcraTt^  and  U  dif-  and  Hit  other  is  in  ver,  ij- 

itTcnt  in  the  Grfd  fmm  ivo  uther  vordj  that  figoifics  foottfi*  and  drfttfatr  of  4*j  rtttl  tt4~ 
nted  in  this  dlfcnurfc;  and  innflatrd  in  vaiteg tt  as  well  u  van* 

llit  lame  manner ;  one  is  (un)  in  v^r,  10, 


Ch.  iv. 


the  Tirji  £p!jtte  te  the  Count  thi  an  s  paraphrafe d 


f  And  tlmt  he 
*as  fee n  of  Cc- 
pbas,  then  of  the 
I'fcclVf. 


deliverance  of  Judah  and  Ifraely  which  carried  a  typlw 
cal  bint  *,  that  after  tw  days  their  promifed  head  and 
favtour  Jbouid  be  revived ,  and  on  the  third  day  JhTdld'ht 
ratfed  up*  (Hof*  ri-  a*) 

5  And  to  affure  us  that*  in  h€tf  thefe  types  and  pr6- 
phecies  were  fulfilled  in  the  refurre£Uon  of  our  blefitd 
Lord*  which  is  a  farther  confirmation  of  hft  being  the! 
true  MdLah*  I  told  you  that  he  had  been  feen  alive,  at  va¬ 
rious  times*  after  his  crucifixion  and  burial*  for  forty 
days  of  his  abode  upon  earth,  by  a  great  number  of  ho- 
neft,  competent*  and  unexceptionable  witnefles* 

h  3O  who  could  not  be  deceived  them felves,  nor  be  un¬ 
der  any  temptation  to  endeavour  the  deceiving  of  o* 
lhers>  by  forcing  and  Handing  to  a  faWhood  of  that  na¬ 
ture*  whicfi  they  knew  would  infallibly  bring  them  un* 
der  the  greateft  reproaches  and  {offerings  :  As  to  in- 
dance  in  fome>  out  of  many  witnefics  f,  Jefus  on  tie 
very  day  of  his  refur  region*  appeared  to  tSic  apoltle 
Peter;  (Luke  xxiv*  34*)  and  prcfeotly  after  that  cii  the 
fame  day,  which  was  the  firft  day  of  the  week*  tc*  ten 
of  his  apoftles*  to  whom  he  (hewed  his  hands  and  bis 
fide,  with  all  the  fears  of  his  crucifixion  upon  them  ; 
{John  xx*  19,  20*  24*)  and  that  day  fevenmght  to  all 
the  apoftks,  {John  xx*  26 — 29,)  whofe  original  num¬ 
ber  was  twelve 


6  After 


K  O  H 

*  As  Tt  was  in  no  fenfe  Ktfteify,  or  in  pro* 
phde  Unguape,  true,  that  7Wai  tod  ffidsl, 
to  whom  this  prophecy  primarily  referred, 
were  Tcv>vdj  w  {ielSvcrcd  from  their  capti* 
vities  and  troubles,  on  the  fArrrf  day*  we  may 
v.  cl!  «o fater  this  prophecy*  as  intended  to 
hire  an  ultimate  reference  to  the  refurrcAHiii 
or  Chrift,  as  the  public  head  of  the  church, 
which  might  be  fold  to  he  taifedup  together 
in  KIM,  {Fpb,  ii-  And  thmgh  this 
fenfe  of  the  prophecy  miftht  not  he  urdl  uti- 
dciiiood,  as  many  others  were  not,  till  *hey 
v  ere  ircompti&cil ;  ytt  it  became  eaGiy  ap¬ 
plicable  to  Chrift,  when  the  events  fticwtd 
il-At  he,  ind  he  only*  rofe  from  the  dead  on 
the  third  day*  See  fwtfh  on  il  a< 
f  The  apoille  does  not  recite  all  the  in- 
fiances*  recorded  by  the  evenft&fis,  of  Cb  rifles 
(hewing  hiuilUf  to  hb  difcfplef*  fuch  as  hi# 
appearing  to  Marj  Magdaho  to.  the  fepulchre, 
and  thediicipJes  at  the  lest  of  Tihmat^  (Job  It 
***  14,  41*  and  xvh  1.)  And  others.  Hut  he 
lAe*  notice  of  which  none  pf  the 

Eratgdi fit  hare  exprefdy  mentioned*  as 
particularly  Ibst  to  Jnmtty  and  soother  to  five 
l*ndftd  brethren  at  Qtuty  (ver*  6y  7*)  which 
n>iy  be  as  folly  depended  upon  as  the  ether* 
heejife  ihry  are  recorded  by  this  inlpircd 

writer}  and  thofe*  tlut  be  has  ^Hedged  vote 


1  ft  A 

abundantly  Efficient  to  prove  Ms  point f 
though  donltldi  there  were  tevent  other 
times  of  Chrift’s  appearing  to  bis  qifripWs, 
doting  his  forty  days  abode  upon  cirh, 
which  neither  the  apoftlc,  nor  any  of  the 
evssgdilh  have  ttfaesrfd,  an  not  thinking 
them  ncofiflary  to  anfwcr  their  end;  «nd  wo 
arc  told,  John  ix*  30,  and  axi*  *5*  chaa 
ttABjjr  Other  fig /is  truly  4id  Jtjui  in  the  pr  fives 
of  tii  dfiiptes,  which  arc  net  lari nai  in  that 
biliary;  and  that  if  aft  the  things  vfhh  !>  JtfM 
thd%  wn  Wttttett,  the  u i&rld  could  coni  ait* 

tfoboekf-  See  the  note  tbcr«- 

f  II  Is  no  uncuinmuti  thing  fot  a  fi>eic*y, 
txdy*  or  ©Uffi  of  men,  to  retain  their  oil* 
ginal  nanJe,  wkjt  intc,  or  more  of  ihein  bo 
•bfmi  or  dead*  Jacob's  &n$  called  them  fclvc-i 
twelve  brethren^  after  they  fuppofed  that  Js* 
Jefib  was  lofl,  ordeal,  G?n*  xlii.  j  j,  Tho 
TrinmvUiy  and  Jy<'  frnzin  arfiong 

the  Romans,  were  rdpcilivety  fo  ciilcd* 
w bethei1  they  were  all  living,  or  were  pi-fitnt 
In  their  aiTcin  hi  i«  or  not;  And  we  common¬ 
ly  fpeak  of  ;ioiuts  of  law  bting  referred  to 
die  twelve  Judges >  though  ftreraj  of  them 
may  be  abfcht,  utul  feme  of  them  dead,  li* 
ILfcc  manner,  Chriit  having  on^imily  K* 
pointed  twelve  ty\jtL$y  to  be  in  a  p;cu:iar 
and  efctrwdinsry  maur.er  hi#  wh^cQes,  rh*y 
-  a  Mtt 
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d  After  that 
he  wzi.  freu  oi  4- 
b^vc 

lire  !  br^'lifcn  at 
on» ;  of  whom 

tile  g^Jer  part 

remain  unto  this 
prdent,  buijome 
are  fallen  ailsep* 


7  ,A  fier  that 
he  vtna  Iren  of 
James ;  then  tif 
ait  the  apoilks. 


B  Anti  la  ft  of 
all  he  ^  a*  Jroi  r-f 
me  15  1  ti 

flne  Loro  out  of 
due  time. 


6  After  this,  according  to  our  Lord*s  own  appoint* 
m cut  of  ?t  rendezvous  of  his  dlfciple;-,  to  medt  him  in 
Galilee^  {Mark  xvl*  f>8*  and  xvi.  7*)  t  he  (hewed  bim- 
felf  alive  to  a  great  multitude  oi  them  at  once  amount* 
ing  to  upwards  of  five  hundred  Cbriftian  brethren  who 
believed  in  him,  as  their  rifen  Saviour  \  the  major  pm 
of  whom  are  flill  living  to  vouch  the  truth  of  that  ap¬ 
pearance;  but  feme  of  them  who  certified  the  fame 
all  their  days,  are  now  dead  and  gone,  and  lleep  in 
Jefus,  among  thofe*  whom  God  will  bring  to  be 
glorified  with  him  at  the  general  re  fur  reft  ion.  (i  Thejf. 
iv*  14,} 

7  He  was  furthermore  feen,  on  a  particular  occifion 
by  the  apoftle  James  who  was  ftylcd  the  brother  of 
our  Lcrdt  as  being  nearly  rerated  to  himt  according  to 
the  firth  ;  (Gal.  k  19.)  and  afterwards  he  appeared  a- 
guin,  for  the  lad  time,  in  a  moft  remarkable  manner  to 
all  hi3  apoftles  ||,  when  he  gathered  them  together  to 
be  eye  witnefifcs  of  bis  afeenfion  to  heaven*  {Luke  xiir* 
51,  52.  and  Mis  h  9,  10*  fee  the  notexm  the  hit  of 
thefe  places*) 

8  And  after  all  thefe  repeated,  and  undoubted  ap¬ 
pearances  of  the  rifen  Saviour  to  his  difciples  on  earth, 
he,  fevcral  years  after  his  afcenfioti,  perfonally  appear- 
ed,  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  to  me,  ( ABs  xxii.  17, 
18.)  that  I  might  have  the  peculiar  privilege,  honour, 
and  qualification  of  an  apoflle,  as  an  eye  witnefs  of  his 
being  rifen  from  the  dead  ;  (Sec  the  notes  on  AZls  ix* 
17.  and  Rem.  i*  1*}  though  I  had  not  the  napptnefsof 
being  his  difciple*  and  feeing  him  In  his  rifen  ihte  u- 

pou 


NOTES* 


were  tailed  by  that  name  after  JuMs  was 
dead,  and  before  MnUhitu  waj-choitfl  irt  bis 
piace,  to  make  up  the  d jirobcr  -pair*  Cf^Ot 
xx.  14.)  and  iKcy  contained  to  lie 

fpoben  of  as  furtive,  ?flcr  Pxitl  and  J leniatmf 
wrre  added  to  their  number*  Rev,  xxL  14* 

+  It  is  moil  probable,  rhit  this  public  ap¬ 
pearance  of  oar  Idefled  Lord  to  all  tlwfe  riif- 
dplrt,  w  as  in  Gu fib?,  ivhcrc  he  had  appoint¬ 
ed  to  meet  them,  A lattL  kxvmu  ae,  (See  the 
ru*lc  there,)  And  that  this  appointment  ro- 
J^CCe!  to  the  central  body  of  hi?  itifctples,  a* 
well  a?  to  the  -apofHcs,  may  lie  fairly  con-  lud- 
e(I,  btcatife  the  greateft  number  of  his  dif* 

eiples  were  in  that  Country;  and  benuft 
be  madettvo  vtiiix,  at  to  his  pottles  in 

they  went  to  Gaitlte,  JoOa 

» j>,  id. 

J  M  rdch  Jtiniti  this  »a and  Whe-e,  or 

on  what  occasion  this  v;ftt  was  made  to  him* 
vc  arc  not  tolil  in  die  j  acred  writings;  bat 
early  antiquity  fays,  it  was  J time*  the  Left, 


who  was  allb  called  the  Ju J7;  and  (he  broth:? 
of  our  Lord,  lie  is  lifppol&l  to  have  been  tit 
Hrft  cottiiu,  andfo  cdlrd  the  brother  of  mt 
I*ordj  according  to  the  Hebrrut  tufloxn,  as  he 
was  the  fon  o'*  Cinpfas*  or  Affhntsy  (Mutth. 
x.  3,}  the  brother  of  the  virgin  Maty*  (jV: 
xbc*  as*)  And  his  being  fur aawii  thtjtjt, 
was  on  account  of  his  gre^t  fanAity,  aril 
mortified  life*  Sec  the  note  011  ATattb.  nu, 
4d.  and  Vaiverjkl  bijitrjt  rol*  iv.  p.  15S. 

3  perhaps,  hv  alS  the  afsjtkt*  may  V 
meant,  tiot  only  tholl  that  were  ftr/tty  !e- 
fljicd,  hut  silo  the  feveniy  uij cipit*t  who 
might  be  railed  apo files  in.  a  bx  jerje,  as  cur 

Lord  H'jrif-)  ftnt  tb&a  f&:b  iekh 

an  immc^^atC  commlfiiim  to  preath 
pc^  Luke  a.  r.  If  ft»,  the  jjeru»u5  I  iru 
mentiuned  are  nrorr  than,  the  tweiv  1  ip^Kra 
of,  ver*  j.  Hut  if  tu£?  this  fut^  iI:l  Lit 
and  mofl  famous  appearance  of  Chrid  m 
apoilkst  dderveda  panicclor  reciral,  wd  v.r* 
of  vaft  impartaDct  to  the  argtm;e^Lt  in  ti:.l 


9  Trtr  I  am  the 
Stall  of  the  ape¬ 
like,  not 

meet  t->  be  called 
fin  an-iftk,  bo 
<  siutc  i  pf'iccuEtd 
the  church  of 

G.;d. 
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pon  earth  ;  but  was  conferred,  a^d  called  to  the  apoftle- 
(hip  out  of  the  ordinary  courie,  by  a  fort  of  untimely, 
like  an  abortive  birth  ** 

9  For  how  much  foever  I  be  now  ir.richecl,  and  ad* 
vanceci  in  gifts  ami  graces,  anti  in  the  honours  of  the 
ap'jftolate  ;  and  how  eminent  and  fuecrfeful  fotver  my 
labours,  and  fufferiiigs  havti  been  in  the  execution  ct 
that  office,  I  really  am  in  myfrif,  and  in  my  own  ac^ 
coimr,  the  very  kail,  and  moft  contemptible  of  allth^ 
apaftles  of  Chriit ;  yea*  Icj s  than  the  Uafiof  ad  S:ihilsy 
(Eph,  iii,  8*}  utterly  unworthy  of  any  favour*  much 
more  of  fo  high  and  honourable  a  ftation  in  the  church. 
Nay,  on  the  contrary,  I  jufUy  deferved  to  have  had  an 
eternal  brand  of  infamy  fet  upon  me  ;  hccaufe  I  was  all 
along,  in- the  days  of  my  im  regent  racy*  and  blind  zeal 
for  *}u*3taifrti%  umcftobft  in  ate  tin  believer,  and  a  m  oft  hit* 
ter  enemy  to,  and  outrageous  perfecutor  of  the  church 
{Jett,  viiit  3<  and  ix*  r*)  which  God  Ivjs  erected  a 
peculiar  people  to  himfelf,  and  which  he  owns  andblef- 
fes,  and  will  be  glorified  in,  and  by* 

to  But  in  the  happy  alteration,  that  is  now  made  u- 
pon  me,  it  is  merely  owing  to  the  fovereign,  free,  and 
amazing  favour  of  God,  that  I,  who  was  before  an  in¬ 
jurious  perfmy  a  blafphemer  and  perfecutor,  and  on  thefe 
accounts  the  ride/ of  JiKners ,  have  obtained  mercy;  {( 
Tim.  i.  13 — 15-)  and  that  J  am  what  I  now  am,  as  a 
believer,  and  as  an  apoftk,  fo  enriched  in  my  own  foul 
and  fo  grauouily  qua! i lieu  for  his  fervicc  :  {2  6V*  i*  4* 
5.  and  xi.  5.)  and  the  gift,  fruit,  or  efieeb  of  God's 
grace,  which  he  extended  to  me,  and  conferred 

me,  teas  not  ufrlefs,  onpre Stable,  and  ;  (* 

it  wrought  mightily  in  me,  fo  that  under 
a  ftmfe  of  his  wondrous  low,  1  kid  cut  myfeif,  and  all 
my  gifts  and  graccc,  in  miiufierial  labours  f-r  thrift 
and  his  caufe,  and  for  the  good  of  fouls,  more  cx ten* 
lively,  and  with  greater  un  wearied  nefs,  ar-udJt  (l.mgers® 
hard  (hips,  and  fuiiVrings,  among  C  a:  :i^;s ,  as  well  a 
Jev/Sf  rhan  any  one  of  all  the  cth^r  upvMks,  (Item*  xv 
19.  2  Cor*\u  4,  5. and  xi» 23*viod  xii.  ;  j,}  mnrerth clefs, 
(though  I  thus  fpeak,  to  fupport  my  ch*  far. ter  ag.wnfr 
thofe  that  run  it  down]  I  would  by  no  means  lake  any 
praife  to  myfelf,  as  if  1  now  deferved  it,  more  than  o- 

thers; 

NOTE. 


io  But  by  the 

jtiu;  of  G*d  l 
am  wh*l  1  &rr>  : 
2  ud  h  i*  grate 
which  vrjtshjfvw  * 
tS  apmi  me  xvjs 
rot  in  vain ;  but 
J  laboured  more 

abun* 


*  Cui  cf  due  (v?  ir'pu  tjs  it- 

Tfisftxh)  m**  be  vailed  an  abortive  birib ,  it 
v  all  on  a  juddeo,  at  wuli  ter- 

pang*,  and  in  a  xr*y  very  unlike  lIlc  o- 
ifer  apufUci,  who  were  wrought  upon  in  the 
Oiurc  uftial  method  of  divine  grace,  and  were 
^radially  trauicd  up  to  ihtir  by 


auctujiurcc  ouChr  bexvas  wiihlhctn; 

And  on  thr!c  jc.nmir,  co:>f:drr- 

ing  vxlrjl  ^  v/iu  c'^  the  -ipoiiii;  |:-t:i  teen  bc- 
fdtc,  heih^r<pii  blmkir  to  l>e  s+  cable 
as  411  :dior::».-e  j:r  h,  nUv^ys 
1:  tt;  liia,  i unibk% 
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abundantly  cl  da 
they  all:  yet  not 
l,  hut  the  ^cc 

with  tiKi 


1 1  Therefore, 
tv  hither  it  liter  e  I 
or  tiicyj  fn  we 

preach,  and  lb  ye 
Jrclievtd, 


it  Npw,  if 
Chr  ift  be  preach  ctl 
that  he  mfc  from 
the  dcitd,  how 
fay  fame  amon^ 
you,  that  there  h 
no  refiuTcAioD  of 

of  iha  desd  ? 


i*  But  iff  here 
h f-  no  rrCurrc^Vioa 
of  tne  dead,  then 

UChrift  rat  rifen. 


thers ;  no,  it  was  not  of  myfelf,  or  from  any  excellency 
of  my  own,  that  I  thus  abundantly  laboured;  but  it 
was  all  owing  to  the  continued  influence  of  aflifting 
grace,  which  attended  me,  to  excite  me  to  it,  enable 
me  for  it,  amt  fuccecd  mein  it*;  and  therefore  my 
obligation  is  the  greater,  to  glory  only  in  the  Lord, 
n  To  return  then  from  this  digreffion  concerning 
myfetf,  and  wind  up  my  argument  about  the  death  and 
refurrection  of  Chrift,  (wr*  3,  4*)  whether  I,  or  Peter » 
or  any  other  of  ChriJFs  apoftles  and  wltnefles  commu¬ 
nicated  the  gofpel  to  you,  and  were  the  inftruments  of 

your  converfioti  and  edification,  we  all  agree  in  preach¬ 
ing  one  and  the  fame  dofirine  of  a  crucified  and  rifen 
Redeemer,  as  the  foundation  of  the  whole  fcherae  of  the 
gofpel;  and  ye  profcflVd  to  approve  of,  confent  to  and 
receive  it,  and  to  depend  upon  Chrift  alone*  according  to 
it,  for  all  fa] vat! on,  as  I  trtift  ye  alfo  did  in  Gncerity 
and  truth;  and  as  ye  mud  and  will  continue  to  do  un- 
left  ye  have  believed  in  vain.  (wr.  1*) 

11  Now  if  Chrift  be  preached,  with  all  this  uncon- 
troulahle  evidence  of  certainty,  ( ver •  5 — 8*)  that  he, 
who  w;i$  crucified  unto  death,  is  rifen  again,  and  that 
as  the  head  of  the  church,  to  an  immortal  and  glorious 
life,  according  to  the  feriptureg  ;  (ver*  3,  4*)  and  if 
this  is  what  ye  yourfelves  believed;  (ver*  11.)  How 
abfurd  is  it  for  any  of  you,  or  what  room  can  there  be 
fot  any  falfe  teachers,  that  have  rofc  up  among  you  and 
pretend  to  bear  the  Chriftian  name,  to  aflertfthatthere 
neither  is,  nor  can  be,  a  real  and" proper  re  fur  region  of 
dead  bodies  to  eternal  life  ? 

1 3  Bet  if  there  really  be  no  fuch  thing  as  a  refurrec- 
tion  of  the  dead*  then  it  mull  be  affirmed,  direflly 
contrary  to  the  pi  line  ft  matter  of  fafi,  that  Chrift  him- 
felf  is  not  rifen  from  the  dead  ;  Gnce,  if  he  is  afhially 

rifen 


K  o 

?  Grace  times  tpentiiwted  in  thh 

verfej  but  iccins  ft  carry  *j  difcrent  fenft  m 
each  of  them,  Li  the  It  ftgnlfte*  the 
ftirs  hyt  apJ  f tit r  tf  God,  as  (he  original 
frurcc  of  all  fpiiUuat  f:;v;ng  hencfctl,  ac* 
cording  10  the  prima^- and  mo  ft  tribal  ac¬ 
ceptation  of  ihc  word: r  In  the  fecund t  l  tike 
it  to  mean  the  r/r/j  -i"  his  favour,  tu  the 
jjiit)  and  graces  of  the  a*  in  Rpb ,  iv, 

7t  and in.  iS,  Ai  d  in  the  third, 
Slay  import  thole  rtdt  cud  afet^anccs 

of  divine  £rare*  Hut  wen'wjth  thcapottle  to 
i'tcitre  and  coshk  him  to  hi,  rove  what  it  had 
beBowrd  upon  htmT  10  the  gl-wy  nf  God, 
and  die  good  o}  the  churr^  and  that  were 

fewawi  fer  4imt  according  to  1  Cor*  i.  ta* 

a  id  xri, 

+  i’lie  word**  feme  of  ion*  feme  (inwnf 
(tjh?  u  m^y  icicfifllhcr  to  foiqc 


'  E 

ofitbc  CunnihirM  dturofi,  or  to  fomc  of  ihdr 
new  teachers*  that  had  come  among  thrm; 

and  their  notion  feem*  %o  have  hem,  thar  a 
rcfurreQioti  h  i mptffite  ;  or  (W  if  Chrift 
rnfe,  ii  was  not  in  a fmhRe  CApViitj  :  'Without 
the  Uft  of  tfcde  fttppofitifcns,  trie  apofUc't 
svptiment  for  the  refiirredion  of  o theta,  from 
Chrift  *s  l-ein^  tftudly  rifen,  \t  inooruMvc; 
(met  it  was  pofliblc  that  he  im^ht  rife  from 
the  dead,  though  ho  other  ptrfim  were  to 
nfc  brlitln  htnL*  I  have  therefore  confidcr- 
cd  the  argnmenr,  in  the  following  vtrfei, 
under  both  thefe  riewt,  afrccaLk  to  hit 
grand  defign,  which  is  to  prove 
and  the  erriairtty  of  a  reibrreflion  to  eternu 
life,  and  that  Chrilt  rok,  at  the  bead  and 
firfifevit  of  believers.  See  the  note  on  vei» 
aa* 


14  And  if 
ChriJl  be  notrlf- 
ru*  th  bn  it  cur 
prcac^ing  vain, 

a*iJ  your  filth  is 

ill's  vjLd* 
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rifen,  it  mull  beabfolutely  falfe,  that  there  is  no  refur* 
redlon  j  and  if  there  IhaH  be  no  refurrcclion  of  others 
to  eternal  life,  then  it  is  certain  that  Cbrift  did  not  rife 
as  a  public  bead)  or  as  the  earneft  and  pledge,  pattern, 
c  a  life,  and  jirfi+fruit  of  them  that  flee p  in  him .  (ver. 
20*) 

14  And  if  Cbrift  be  not  actually  rifcti,  and  that  as  a 
public  perfon,  then  all  that  we  his  apoftles,  and  multi¬ 
tudes  of  others,  (ver4  6,J  fay  about  it,  and  all  that 
we  build,  in  our  preaching,  upon  it ;  and  indeed  the 
whole  gofpel  of  falration,  which  we  deliver,  is 
mere  empty,  idle  talk,  without  truth  or  foundation  and 
not  worth  regarding ;  and  even  your  own  faith  in  him, 
who,  according  to  that  notion,  is  himfelf  fuppofed  to 
be  overcome  by  death,  is  infigni  Scant  and  ineffectual, 
(***' )  a  poor  empty  conceit,  that  has  nothing  in  it,  tut 
mull  be  frultratcd  at  Jaft, 

15  Nay,  on  this  fuppoJition,  we,  who  ur.animomfly 

declare,  that  we  have  feen  him  alive  after  his  paftion;, 
we,  who  chearfully  ftand  to  ir,  at  the  hazard  of  ail  that 
is  dear  to  us  in  this  world,  and  even  of  life  uielf,  and 
without  any  profpeft  of  happiuefs  hereafter,  if  what  wc 
fayisfalfc;  we,  who  have  always  maintained  an  ap¬ 
proved  ch  a  rafter  for  iotegrity  and  honefty ;  all,  and  e- 
very  one  of  us,  mull  be  deemed,  and  (land  convicted 
as  the  mod  impious  and  abandoned  wretches,  that  have 
forged  a  lie  for  God,  and  knowingly  published  a  down¬ 
right  falfliood  in  his  name  £  becaufe  wc  have  w Knelled 
concerning1  God,  &**)  and  profefled  to  do  it  from 

him,  by  his  authority,  in  obedience  to  his  command, 
and  with  divine  miracles  to  confirm  our  tdlimony  that 
he  loofed  the  pains  of  death,  und  nifed  Chrili  up  to  a 
glorious  and  immortal  life,  in  token  of  his  haring  ac¬ 
cepted  of  bis  fuffr rings  and  death,  as  an  atoning  £1  ori¬ 
fice  for  fin:  Whereas  he,  in  reality,  did  net  raife  up 
Chrtft  from  the  dead,  in  cafe  a  true  and  proper  rcTtir* 
refllon  of  the  body  be  in  itfdf  impuCEible  \  nor  did  he 
raife  him  up  in  a  public  character,  as  the  head  of  the 
church,  if  his  members  are  nor  to  rife  after  him,  and 
in  virtue  of  his  refurrettion. 

1 6  For  it  i$  munifeft,  as  I  £iid  but  now,  (7 ter*  13.) 
that  if  there  be  no  refurreCtion  of  the  dead  at  all,  and 
no  other  perfons  are  to  rife  to  eternal  life,  it  muft  ine¬ 
vitably  follow,  that  Chrilt  himfelf  nri:her  ip,  nor  could 
be  railed,  either  in  a  private,  or  public  capacity. 

17  And  if  it  were  true,  that  Chrjit  ftilt  continues 
under  the  power  of  death,  all  your  own  faith  in  him  is 
not  only  infignificant  and  empty,  as  has  been  cbfrrred, 

vtr  *  14 


IS  Tei*  ivd 
wt  arefirundfrilfc 
witwef!’^  <jf  Cu^, 
her.-iufr  we  have 
rdKfied  nf  Cod; 
that  he  railed  up 
Chriftj  whom  he 
nifcd  not  up,  if 
ib  he  that  the 
dead  ri£e  not* 


t<  For  if  llie 
dead  rift  n#i,ihcn 

is  not  Chritf  rail’- 
cJ: 


vf  And  if 
Cbrift  he  nor  raif- 
cdt  your  faith  u 

vain 
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vain;  TCtaicyet 
In  ilns. 


iB  Then  they 
n\l\  which  arc 
fiulcn  ailcLp  In 
C’iuiJl  are  ptrLfli- 
c*t. 


If  In  thit 

life  only  xve  have 
hope  in  Chttft, 
wcarc  nf  all 


(tot*  14s)  but  it  is  alfo  a  foolifli  thing  in  you, 

as  foolilh  as  the  unbelieving  Greeks  themfclves  can  ac¬ 
count  it,  ( chap .  ii  23*)  to  eipeft  any  benefit  from  his 
crucifixion,  or  from  any  parr  of  the  Cluiftian  fcheme 
which  is  founded  upon  it:  Whatever  ye  may  flatter 
yourfelves  with  the  hones  of  from  him,  ye  are  ftiJl  un¬ 
der  the  guilt  and  power  of  your  fins,  condemned  and 
expofed  to  the  eternal  wrath  of  God  for  them;  fince 
they  could  not  be  taken  away  by  the  facrifice  of  Chrift, 
could  not  be  pardoned  through  faith  in  his  Wood,  nor 
fubdued  through  his  merit;  unlcfe,  having  facisfied  di¬ 
vine  juftice  by  his  death,  he  rofc  again  for  your  juftifi- 
cation*  [Rom*  iv*  21.) 

18  The  dreadful  confluence  of  this  muft  alfo  be, 
that  thofe,  who  not  only  livedf  but  died  in  the  faith  of 
Chrift,  in  the  neareft  union  with  him,  and  in  the  hope 
of  eternal  life  through  him,  and  even  fuffered  martyr¬ 
dom  for  his  fake;  and  whofe  bodies  Deep  in  the  grave 
under  his  f pecial  care,  and  with  peculiar  relation  to 
him;  all  thefe  are  perilhing  without  remedy,  and  for 
tver  loti,  and  difappointed  of  their  hopes  in,  and  from 
him  *  ;  A  moft  (hocking  tlioyght,  and  the  greateft  dif- 
couragement  imaginable  to  all  furvivors  from  putting 
any  further  truft  or  confidence  in  him  I 

19  For  if,  after  all  that  we  have  believed  concerning 
Chrift,  and  all  the  dependence  we  have  had  on  him, 
and  all  the  fel (  denials,  mortifications,  pcrfecations, 
and  fufFerings  we  have  fub  mitred  to  for  his  fake  ;  if  af* 
ter  all  this,  and  even  while  w c  are^ enduring  thefe  hard- 
fiitpSi  we  have  no  profpe£t  of  happinefs,  ncr  ftiall  ever 
receive  any  benefit  from  Chrift,  beyond  the  prefect  life 
we  Chriftians,  and  efpecially  we  in  ini  tiers  of  the  gofpel 
who  are  moft  of  all  expofed  to  every  kind  of  tribulation 
torture,  and  death  on  his  account,  mult  be  in  the  moft 
wretched  condition  of  all  men  wharfoever,  and  ought 
to  be  pitied  as  the  moft  filly  and  deluded  creatures  on 
the  face  of  the  earth  ;  fince  on  that  fuppofkion  we  part 
with  many  conveniences,  delights,  and  advantages  of 
this  fife,  which  we  might  otherwife  enjoy  ;  and  yet 
have  nothing  fubftantbl  or  real,  in  their  ftcod,  at  pre- 
fern,  nor  can  have  any  after  recompenfe  for  all  the  loft 

fes 


N  o 

*  The  ivituvc  of  rhe  argument  in 

fewpj  s  «it‘  tl.i*  and  j>artkuhr- 

Jy  in  this  vevitf  to  the  \  tvacis  t m  Tm  utiJcv- 

ttand  hi;n  as  fpeakinj:  a^asnfl  the  S'lMxftj a 
nation  (jJftj'xxi.  B.;  di  the  non-exiitenre 
t»f  ffirtts,  (tnd  of  a  fativc  ilitc  of  hapjii- 
u*  urdi  ng*icift  their  the  Crcd 

of  th£  Tcfiu'rtflioi:  of 


T  E 

the  !r:dy;  For  otl-crwifc  there  might  he  1 
happiiv fa  t-»  the  f&zlln  the  next  uorid*  a* 
hmtrtamiy  lufftfctit  to  composite  for  all  the 
tribulations  that  UdkvLrs  fa  for  in  the  body, 
for  the  lake  of  Cfirhl,  in  rhi*  world  S 
they  mi^ht  not  be  if  ali  mes  nwd  1 xif&raStef 
even  1  hoe  eh  the  *,;*e  not  to  life 

J bec  ziio  the  cotc  011  jVfstff*.  xxiL  3*,) 


Cb.  xv* 
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IrO  IComOWtU 

n»n(l  riicft  from 
tntiicad,  Wbc- 
^>tr.c  the  fir  fl¬ 
irt!  its  of  them 
IVM  flqir, 


£i  Forfincebv 

■V 

man  t ante  death, 

by  man  came  al£i> 
the  Tefurre^bnof 
the  dead. 


For  «  m 
A  dim  all  die, 

tvaa 


fes  and  troubles*  which  we  might  caGly  hare  avoided 
were  it  not  for  our  confciemious  attachment  to  CbrUt 
and  his  gofpeL 

20  ttut  there  is  not  the  leaft  room  for  any  of  thefe 
formidable  fupp options,  atad  inferences  ficm  them  ; 
fincc  it  is  certain,  as  has  been  fully  proved,  {ver*  3— 
3*)  that  Chrift  is  now  a&ually  rifen,  in  confluence 
of  his  having  died,  and  fatisned  for  our  fms  ;  and  fo, 
a s  the  firft-born,  and  frjl  begotten  from  the  dead}  and 
the  jirjl^born  among  many  brethren^  (Col-  i.  18*  and 
Rev.  i.  5.  and  Rom.  viii*  29-)  he  is  notonly  the  firli  in 
order  of  time*,  that  rofe  ro  immortal  life,  never  to 
die  any  more,  {AEls  iiiu  34.)  in  the  chief  in  dig/ti* 
iy,  who,  as  the  head  of  the  church,  rofe  by  his  own 
power  $  t  '  is  alfo  become  the  carnejl,  pledge  and  injis~ 
ranee  of  a  confluent  refurre£tion  of  all  tbofe  to  eter¬ 
nal  life,  who  have  departed  in  the  faith  f,  and  whofe 
bodies  keep  in  a  Hate  of  union  with  him  ;  (ver*  18.) 
even  2B  the  firft-fruits  under  the  law,  (Lev.  xtiiu  9— 
14.)  that  were  dedicated  to,  and  accepted  of  God, 
fa  notified  the  whole  harveft,  and  were  a  pledge  and  af* 
fur  a  nee  of  its  being  hldfed  and  gathered,  in  its  leafon* 
(See  the  notes  on  Rom.  viii.  23,  and  xi.  16.) 

21  For  becaufe,  (mt*****/*)  by  one  man’s  eating  the 
forbidden  fruit,  {pen.  ii,  17,)  Death  and  ruin  were 
brought  upon  the  whole  human  race,  inclusive  of  God’s 
own  chofen  people,  they  being  by  nature ,  children  of 
vtrathy  even  as  others  ;  (Eph*  it*  30  therefore  God  in 
his  infinite  wifdom,  and  grace  has  ordered,  that  a  re- 
furreftitm  to  eternal  life  fhould  alfo  be  brought  in,  by 
Jefus  Chrifi,  to  all  believers  in  him,  who,  though  the 
Jj>rd  from  heaven,  (ver.  47*)  was  never thclefs  truly 
and  properly  man,  that  a  biefled  immortality  might 
be  regained  by  the  very  nature,  which  bad  finned  it  a- 

way. 

22  For  as  by  the  fin  of  the  firft  Adam ,  in  whom  all 
his  natural  offspring  were  comprehended,  as  in  their 

common 


not 

9  Thofc  that  were  r;i fed  i Elijah  and  £/rAv 
and  by  our  Lord  hlmfelr;  b  the  day*  of  his 

zvuniftiy  on  earth*  died  again,  and  fo  wrre 
nA  [nlbncn  of  a  rL'fnrtv^ion  to  cScrtut  hje\ 
and  whatever  Iwcame  of  the  bodies  of  ihofu 
faint*,  that  rofe  mdcnmc  out  of  their  graves 
corfequent  to  his  death,  and  went  into  the 

bdy  city,  vc  are  ritidj  that  this  yfloniihbjr 
eveut  »n  after  ChnlVs  rcfscreftL-u  *  Mas  tit. 
XxviK  ja,  5  j, 

f  This  mamFeftly  relates  only  to  the  refur- 
refthn  of  believers,  of  whom  Chriit  is  she 

frfl-ff&t  and  nho  aye  Jpohca  of,  vf r,  i3. 


E  S* 

t^as  thofc  that  are  fatten  ajkepin  Cbnfi9 
and  have  hope  in  him*  And  thefe  art  Jajd 

(i  Tie/*  iv,  n,  14.}.  10  fl&}>  **  Jefih  in 

ni^jofilbn  to  thole,  of  whom  there  is  na  bvpt* 
Sleeping  is  a  fofi/tem  for  dmby  wd  U  mod: 
frequently  ufed  toexprefs  die  death  of  be* 
timer  though  fomefimes  of  wee  in  general, 
beeiuifc  the  whofe  human  race  frail  have  at* 
^kin j  titfic,  Dan*  ait*  a.  But  the  death 
of  no  other  creatures,  in  ever  deXcribtd  by 
ftrepwjrt  heraufc  they  die  never  to  awake  a- 
grr*b  \  and  ft>  this,  notion  of  death  curia  a 
hbt  cf  die  I'diirrccltaii  of  the  body. 
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even  £>  i a  Chrift 
■bail  all  be  mode 
alive. 


*3  But  wry 
aao  in  his  om 
order :  Chritl  the 
fruit  *t  after* 
wiH  (hey  that 

m  ChrifU  ai  his 
coming-. 


14  Then 
iih  the  cud*  whea 
he  fhall  hive  del 
vered  uptheking* 
dom  to  God,even 

the 


common  parent  and'  covenant  head,  every  one  of  them, 
are  brought  under  the  lav  of  mortality*  and  ftibje&ed 
to  all  nuferies  and  death,  even  unto  the  lofs  of  the  c~ 
ternal  happinefs,  which  they  otherwife  would  have  en¬ 
joyed*  {Rom.  v*  12,  14*  21*  fee  the  notes  there)  fo, 
by  another  covenant  con  ft  i  tut  ion,  not  only  the  fouls  of 
nil  true  believers  in  Chritt,  that  are  partakers  of  a  fpi- 
mual  nature  from  him,  (hall  live  for- ever  *  ;  but  every 
one  of  their  dead  bodies  alfo,  (hall  be  quickned  to  an 
immortal  life  of  glory  and  bleflednefs,  through  the  me* 
rit  of  his  death,  and  the  power  of  his  refurrctUon,  and 
by  his  fpirit  which  dwells  in  them,  {  Rem*  viii*  iyt} 
in  virtue  of  their  union  with  him,  and  being  compre¬ 
hended  in  him,  that  they  may  reign  in  life  by  him* 
(Ham*  v.  iy*) 

23  But  every  one,  Chrift  and  each  of  his 

members,  is,  or  (hall  be  partaker  of  this  glorious  be¬ 
nefit  in  the  time,  feafon,  rank,  and  order,  that  is  fie 
and  proper  for  them  refpe£Uvely  *  Cbrift  himfelf,  who 
is  to  be  considered  as  the  firfi* fruity  which  always  pre¬ 
ceded  the  full  hanxtt,  is  already  rifen  as  a  public  head, 
rfiprefentative,  and  pattern,  to  infure  the  future  redirec¬ 
tion  of  all  his  members;  and,  when  he  {hall  come  to 
judgment  at  the  lad  day,  chofe  that  were  given  of  the 
Father  to  him,  and  are  his  fpccial  property,  redeemed 
by  hts  blood,  and  implanted  by  faith  into  him,  all 
tbefe  (hall  alfo  be  raifed,  after  his  glorious  likenefs  and 
example,  to  be  for  ever  with  him,  (PbiL  iii,  21-  and  1 

Thtjfi  iv*  14,  dr e.) 

24  Then  (hall  be  the  end  of  this  world,  and  of  all 
the  vicilfitudes,  temptations,  fins,  and  for  rows,  that 
believers  now  groan  under  *  as  alfo  the  end  of  all  thofe 
ordinances,  and  means  of  grace,  and  minifteriaf  af" 
fillances  of  men  and  angels,  which  they  now  (land  in 
need  of;  and  then  fhatt  be  (r^f)  the  confummatio:: 
of  the  prefent  mode  of  Chrift’s  ad  mi  flittering  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  providence  and  grace,  in  this  finful  world,  as 
alfo  the  perfection  of  the  happinefc  of  the  faints ;  and  fo 

the 


MOTE* 

*  The  dfJt  that  firalthe  made  alt  vein  Cbnfif  file  fpeafca  only  of  a  reiarrefli^u  to  a  hhff-d 
cannot  me ao  all  ihc  Individuals  of  m&aktad;  Hid  ^tenons  immortality,  which  is  raptviftd 
bccanfethe  refiirretfoa,  at!  along  hen*  fpo-  in  a  variety  of  the  ftrorsgeft  terms;  and 
ken  of,  U  reprdented  as  an  cnwcdEn^  gvnt  ifliied  in  a  declaration,  that  thereby  istabf'?/ 
btntfiU  '■rhkh  the  rrfarrtftion  of  the  wicked  to  Jj/j  that  death  it  up  :«» 

cannot  be  fuppofed  to  he  to  them;  and,  id  wfr^;  ana  tn  a  joyifal  triumph  over  (both 
the  my  next  verfe,  it  is  interpreted,  as  tela-  and  the  grsvc;  ver*  41*— neither  of 
ting  only  to  thofe  that  arc  Chrilt’s  and  of  can  be  applied  to  the  wicked  by  any  pjjw 
'whom  he  is  the  frji  fruit f  as  be  had  been  tidering  mind.  But  all  <ftW  in 
called  alii,  ver.  >«f  (See  the  the  notes  on  evidently  (hews,  that  (bey  tfl  Jt^editi  hsm$ 
that  verte)  Accordingly  the  whole  current  of  Roie.  v*  11* 
the  following  diftourfe  (hews,  that  the  apo- 
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the  Father  \  when 
^  dull  have  pw 
all  rnle^an  d 
j'l  juthprity ;  arid 
^jucr. 


%t  For  be  mod 
reign,  till  be  hath 
put  *11  enemies 
unitr  hit  tot* 


tff  The  lad  t- 
ncTny  iitfj  fhall  be 
deflroyed  if  death. 


*7  F'^hchath 
pci  nil  things  un* 


the  joyful  end  wit?  comet  which  they  are  looking, 
longing,  and  hoping  for  >  And  then  out  Lord 
Jcfus,  as  man  and  mediator,  having  fully  executed  the 
whale  fcheme  of  his  depenfatory  kingdom  *,  for  which 
all  power  was  given  to  him  after  bis  refurredion, 
{Matte,  xxviii.  18.  and  Phil.  ii.  9,  Ac.)  will  deliver  up 
(rafsta)  his  com  million,  trull,  and  charge,  to  God  the 
Father,  from  whom  he  received  it  $  and  will  .prelent 
all  his  members  together  as  a  glorious  church.  {Eph, 
v.  27.)  All  this  he  will  do  after  he  (hall  have  aboltfhed 
every  form  of  civil  and  ecclefiallical  governnient,  as 
they  now  fublift  in  this  world,  and  all  the  authority 
and  power,  that  either  men  or  devils  have  ufurped  and 
exercifed  over  their  relpeftive  fubjects,  and  in  oppofr* 
tion  to  him,  and  to  his  people  and  caule. 

25  For,  according  to  the  decree,  promife,  and  corn- 
million  of  God  the  Father,  and  his  agreement  with 
the  Son,  {Pfat*  cr.  i.)  he  in  his  human  nature,  and 
office  capacity,  mull  needs  continue  to  fit  in  majefty 
and  glory  at  the  Father's  right  hand,  and  to  reign,  as  a 
kingupon  his  throne, in  the  exercile  of  uoiverfaldomlnion 
over  all  perfons,  caufcs,  and  things,  until  his  Father 
(iwr.  27.)  (hall  have  thoroughly  performed  his  engage-* 
menttohim,  of  bringing  down  all  his,  and  his  ch arches 
enemies,  both  temporal  and  fpiritual  of  every  kind, 
and  (hall  have  placed  them  in  abfolute  and  aflual  fub- 
jetlion  to  bim,  like  captives  of  war,  that  arc  trampled 
under  the  conqueror's  feet. 

26  And  as  the  lad  enemy,  that  believers  have  to 
grapple  with,  and  are  often  moll  afraid  of,  but  after 
which  they  have  nothing  farther  to  fear,  is  death,  which 
feparares  their  bodies  from  their  fouls,  and  from  an 
enjoyment  of  Chrilt  in  all  his  glory  ;  this  fhall  be  en¬ 
tirely  overcome  and  abolilhed,  that  it  may  not  always 
reign  over  them,  or  detain  them  under  its  power,  and 
hinder  the  complete  felicity  of  their  whole  perfons  ; 
but  this  can  be  in  no  other  way,  than  by  railing  their 
dead  bodies  to  an  Immortal  life. 

27  Clirift,  I  fay,  mud  reign  in  his  mediatorial  king¬ 
dom,  till  this,  and  all  other  enemies  be  eutirely  fub- 

dued 


NOTE. 

f  Chrift’s  fafiverittg  up  th  iirtgfain  to  Goit If  have  no  end  \  and  be*  in  bis  bom^n  nature, 
F-Jtbcr ■,  no  more  proves  th«t  he  will  in  ail  rc*  uUl  wear  the  honour  of  bis  office,  and  of  aU 
fpcAs  ccafc  to  be  a  Kings  or  10  haVC  any  fur-  Ills  medbxomt  performances,  and  of  their 
ttar  rtign  or  douimiori,than  the  Father's  <le-  £citrc  and  abiding  efitAi  and  oonfequcnccs , 
lirerinff  the  kingdom  10  ihe  Sou*  pruves  (hat  and  will  live  in  a  fhtie  of  fiiprviur  authority 
ihe  Father  bhnfclf  then  cca<ed  to  he  a  King,  ud  gloiy,  like  the  head  of  (he  church,  for 
and  parted  with  bit  owri  rule  and  ihminion  ever  and  ever;  4*4  therefore  in  thefe  refpf^ts, 
over  alt.  Vid-  Pa r.  in  loc.  Chrift's  n  Mitral  hi*  throne  and  kingdom  fhall  never  pals  n- 
j-ml  effintis!  kingdom,  which  he  bus  in  egm*  .  way,  or  he  defhoyed*  Dan,  rii*  14.  Luis  i* 

ntar,  with  the  Fathered  Spirit*  as  Gc^  »rdl  ifrt.  u  b,  aad  Jirv*  xi.  if. 


der  bis  Feet*  Cut 
when  tic  faith  all 
things  arc  put 
under  kimy  tl  U 

that  he 
is  excepted  width 
did  pm  nil  1  hi  05  s 
under  him* 
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duett :  For  God  tfc?  Father  made  a  univerf-tl  grant  of 
all  things  to  be  fubjetled  to  him,  aud  hag  given  him  to 
be  the  head  over  ail  things  H  the  church*  (Eph-  L  22,) 
But  when  he  (peaks,  by  Davidt  (Pfal*  tui.  6 *)  with 
at)  ultimate  reference  to  his  incarnate  Son,  (Neb.  1L8,) 
of  all  things  univcrfslly,  as  placed  under  his  empire 
and  controul,  it  is  evident  from  the  nature  of  things, 
and  from  the  context  of  the  paflpge  fo  quoted,  that  alt 
things  mean  only  all  creatures:  and  that  the  Father 
himftlf,  who  delegated  this  power  and  authority  to 
him,  as  his  vicegerent  m  human  nature,  is  to  be  ex* 
Cepted  out  of  the  number  of  thofe  all  things,  that  arc 
put  under  him* 

18  And  when  the  whole  defign  of  this  committment 
of  all  oilice  power  10  him  (hull  be  fully  accompliOiccI, 
anti  the  dirpenfatory  kingdom  (lull  be  brought  to  its 
period,  as  having  attained  all  its  (pedal  ends  and  pur* 
pofcs,  in  the  a£tiul»  complete,  and  final  conquelt  of 
all  his,  and  bis  church V enemies,  and  in  the  gathering 
of  all  the  elefi  into  his  kingdom,  as  a  willing  people, 
that,  in  the  day  of  fain  power,  voluntarily  fubjedfcd 
thcnifelves  to  him;  ( P/at  cx*  3.)  then  alio  the  9on,  as 
the  confUtutcd  Mediator,  and  ruler  over  all,  thall  re- 
fign  up  his  oCioe^governnient,  in  all  the  forms  of  its 
prefent  ailmmiftfHhon*  and  in  that  peculiar  capacity, 
in  which  he  allumed  and  exercifed  it  j  and  as  there  will 
then  be  no  further  need  of  his  interpofing,  after  the 
manner  he  now  doth,  in  the  mediatorial  way,  he  wiil 
alfo  fur  render  up  himfclf  together  with  the  whole  church, 
to  ttn:  Fathers  difpofal,  with  refpeft  to  the  whole  ho¬ 
nours  that  he  lhali  wear,  as  man  ond  the  head  of  the  bo¬ 
dy,  and  with  refpecl  to  all  the  biedeGncfs,  which  they 
(hall  eternally  enjoy,  and  be  confirmed  in,  with  and 
under  him,  in  virtue  of,  and  in  rccompence  for  all  the 
fer vices  anti  fufierings,  which  hefulfillal  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  his  com  nu  (Eon;  that  ail  things,  on  the  foot  of 
his  finifhed  mediation, may turn  to  their  originaUrui  na¬ 
tural  order,  in  which,  not  the  Father  lingly  and  alone  * ; 

hnr 


18  And  when 
all  thing'  thill  be 
fubdueduntohim, 
then  ikall  (be  (bit 
alfo  himfelf  be 
fnhjert  unto  hjm 
that  pa  tall  things 
uuctor  bi<ut  tbit 
God  imv  be  ill 

in  all* 


M  0  E* 


*  As  it  can  no*  he  fuppo&E,  that  the  Fa¬ 
ther  divded  hiofelf  of  all  his  atachoiity  and 
influence,  when  the  immediate  Tninaganietn 
«f  them  was  committed  to  the  incarnate  Son, 
is  Mediator  and  Head  of  (be  churdt  t  ft  it 
i*  not  to  b«  iuppo&d  in  any  confidence  with 
she  rights  of  deity,  that  the  Son  and  Spirit, 
if  God  together  with  the  Father,  lhali  h^vc 
no  dure  or  partncrftlp  with  him  tu  the  go- 
vcmoitntjpf  all  things  and  In  the  cmaua- 
{ttTai  of  bJcfttdncfi  in  the  heavenly  Hite, 
when  (he  prefcm  admtiull  ration  of  aftir* 


IhiU  Ik  delivered  up  by  the  Son,  which,  h\ 
his  olTutt  capacity,  according  to  a  fettled  ir-  a - 
uomjr  for  a  certain  feiFon,  he  revived  all  his 
authority  for,  from  the  Father  e  Aca<diny- 
ly  il  is  very  obfervabLj  tl^ir  though  ebe 
flic  had  enprufsty  mentioiral  f/jrf  eur«  t*-s 
>Wwrr,  as  the  perron  to1  whom  C brill  p.rc 
lk  kingdom,  which  he  received  from  !dni\ 
(v«sr.  *4,  See  the  note  there)  yet  he  here 
{peaks of  Gvi'itybh without  tit: 
tcitriftkro,  U  ait  in  alt* 
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19  Kifc  what 
tiuli  they  eta, 
which  are  baptis¬ 
ed  for  thedcil,  if 
the  flenl  rife  not 

el  all:  why  are 
they  il;Cn  baptis¬ 
ed  tov  the  dead  ? 


^0  And  why 
itdiul  we  in  jet)- 
every  hour? 


but  Gad  *effentiaUy  confidcred,  mclulive  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  Son,  and  Spirit,  and  of  all  the  perfections  of 
the  Godhead,  which  are  common  to  the  Sacred  Three, 
will  be  the  immediate  fountain  of  dominion,  and 
of  all  divine  emanations  and  communications  of  glo¬ 
ry  and  blcflcdncfs  to  all  the  faints,  and  to  the  mart 
Chrift  Jefus  him  ft  If,  at  the  head  of  them  >  and  will 
manage  all  the  affairs  of  bis  heavenly  kingdom,  in  a 
more  immediate  way,  from  henceforth  for  ever, 

29  But,  to  return  to  the  main  argument  in  hand, 
the  denial  of  a  future  (late  of  happinefs,  and  of  the 
refurretHon  of  the  bodies  of  the  taints  to  eternal  life, 
(See  the  note  on  wr,  18.)  fubverts  all  the  good  pur- 
pofes  of  your  Chriftian  profcffion,  which  yc  entered 
into  by  baptifm  :  For  what  will  become  of  thofe  belie¬ 
vers,  who  are  baptized  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  hope  they  have,  through  ?*irri,  of  a  blef- 
fed  refurreftion,  after  they  tbemfelves  (hall  be  number* 
ed  among  the  dead,  and  who  arc  the  rather  induced 
thereto,  by  wbat  they  have  Teen,  or  heard  of  the  faith, 
patience  and  Cbriftian  herotfm  of  tbofe  faints  and  mar¬ 
tyrs,  that  have  died  triumphantly  in  full  affurance  of 
ftich  a  refurrc£lion  ?  If  in  reality  there  be  no  rifi ng  a- 
gain  to  ettraal  life,  to  what  purpufe  are  they  baptized 
for  the  fake  of  this  hope,  amt  of  this  further  induce¬ 
ment,  relating  to  the  dead  *  i  Or,  on  this  fuppofitioo, 
what  good  end  can  be  anfwcrcd  to  them  by  their  being 
baptized,  and  fo  becoming  profeffed  Chnftians,  in  the 
(lead  of  thofe  believers,  that  are  dead  and  gone?  It  is 
all  an  infignfiicanr,  trifling  and  fruitless  thing* 

30  And  if  there  be  no  ground  of  hope,  but  that  wc 
die  never  to  live  more.  How  weak  and  fenfelefs  is  ic 
for  115  chriftiaos,  mid  especially  for  us  the  apoftlcs  and 
min ifters  of  Chrift,  to  expofe  ourfelvcs  continually  tr» 
the  greateft  Ioffes,  hazards,  and  tribulations  for  his 
fake,  and  in  hope  of  living  with  him  in  glory  ? 


NOTE  s. 


31  As 


*  Thctt  are  Tommy  intricate  and  perplex-  fahtefi  a*  in  a  xil,  10*  Phtf,  5,  ijl  CW* 
el  iircrpreUiion*  given  of  this  very  difficult  i.  a*.  and  i  Tbtf.  h  j.  and  at  others*  in  tb* 
and  obfciirt  paflkge,  which  may  lx  fcen  in  fi ^  as  in  a  Cor.  r.  io.  and  PbihmA  ver* 
the  generality  of  expoGtors,  and  arc  exarm-  ij-  Or*  perhaps,  the  fen  ferny  he  thi*p  If 
r/d  at  large  in  Dr  FJ-wards*$  enquiry  i»to  tk  dfail  rit'c  not,  what  will  become  of  thofe 
fdur  difficult  uxti,  pag.  1^7 — 106  :  and  in  infants  of  hrfiei-iiitj  parents  thtt  are  baptiftd 
y*rittha  Sccrat  pag.  > 3 7— iBu,  that  I  think  for  thdr  fck.*s,  after  they  were  dead,  by  vir- 
H  tvould  anfwcr  no  ^valtiabk  end,  to  trouble  lue  of  their  covenant  privilege*  which  they 
tk  reader  with  them  :  'i'ht  view*,  1  have  were  entitled  to,  though  their  parents  died  bo* 
given  of  it  in  the  Paraphraji,  item  tome  to  fore  they  were  baptized,  and  (b  it  is  fhmc- 
bethe  moll  n^tiratj  and  UfiexcepiiouaMc,  nf  what  like  ChtiU^  arvuroem*  from  the  cove- 
any  that  I  have  met  with,  15  hi tl  confitccnce  nant  with  Alrshmt  for  ibc  rcfurrcftiMfr 
■viththe  fenfeof  the  frefcJiHo^  which  /;£*.  xx?:,  31,  31. 

^gniiic*  htrajfj}4  or  fy  Tiffin  $fi  or  fir  ib< 
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Cfa»  ti. 


ji  Tprotcftby 
your  rejoicing 
vhfch  1  have  in 

ChHft  Jcfni  our 

Lftid]  1  die  daily* 


31  As  Co  my  own  part,  I  fblemnly  declare,  and  am 
not  aihamed  to  own,  that  as  finely  as  I  rejoice  with 
you  in  all  the  joy  which  ye  have  in  Chrift,  our  only 
Lord  and  Saviour,  and  in  the  fuccefa  of  of  my  minify 
try*  by  means  of  which  ye  have  been  brought  to  re¬ 
joice  in  him  *;  and  as  furely  as  the  Holy  Spirit  lives, 
who  is  the  author  of  all  this  joy ;  foE  (land  ready,  and 
expeft  every  day,  to  fuffer  all  the  miferies  and  tortures, 
that  can  be  inflicted  on  me,  even  unto  death  irfelf,  in 
hope  of  a  bkfled  refur re£Uon  ;  1  am,  in  this  view, 
weaned  from  life,  and  often  familiarize  to  my  felt 
the  thoughts  of  dying;  and  fcarce  a  day  pa  (Fes,  in 
which  lam  not  in  danger  of  futfering  martyrdom  for 
Chrilt,  (dfff  xxiiL  6.  and  xxiv,  2U2*  Csr*  in  11,  12* 
and  xi<  23* 

32  And  if,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  men  now-a* 

throw  condemned  criminals  to  the  wild  and 
ravenous  beads  at  Epbe/us ,  to  be  devoured,  or  to  con* 
tend  with  them  for  vi&ory,  I  have  been  expofed  to 
the  mod  terrible  and  dangerous  con  Aids  with  favage 
and  brutal  enemies,  in  the  outrageous  troubles  that 
have  befallen  me  there,  as  well  as  elfe where,  for  the 
fake  of  Chrift,  What  a  rafh  and  foolifli  part  have  1 
afted^f  ;  Or  were  I  to  be  actually  expofed,  for  my  ie~ 
ligion,  to  the  wild  beads  upon  the  theatre  at  Eb  be/us  % 
which  I  am  prepared  for,  if  it  be  the  will  of  God, 
what  poflible  benefit  could  I  promife  myfelf,  or  expe£t 
to  reap,  from  ftich  an  extremely  Oiocking  and  perilous 
adventure,  if  in  reality  there  is  no  life  after  this,  and 
no  refurrefHon  to  a  better  date  ?  (See  the  notes  on  v*r. 
19,  and  22.)  If  this  indeed  were  the  cafe,  then  e'en 
let  you  and  I,  and  all  others  that  profefs  the  faith  of 

Cbrift 

NOTES* 

to  the  latitude  of  the  /rt/V,  £>  natural  to  the 


3a  Tf  after  the 

_m«f  of  men  t 
have  fou  ght  ^th 
bcafts  at  Eplitftu, 
what  advantaged) 
it  me,  if  the  dead 
rile  not  ?  let  tai 

cat 


*  A*  1  pratrjl  h  jw  (N*r*>  u^e- 

K0v^nro)  11  a  fort  of  fbleimi  oath ; 
if  we  conceive  of  it  in  thin  form,  it  natu¬ 
rally  leads  ns  to  confider  the  apoflie  as  {Wear¬ 
ing  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  the  author  of  this 
joy* 

j  Some  fitppofe  that  the  apoflte  waj  a£lu~ 
ally  engaged  in  com  ha  ting  with  Vld  heafts  in 
the  theatre  at  Epbtfvs  ;  other*,  that  he  wu 
condemned  to  11»  or  in  danger  of  it,  though 
he  efcapcd  it  :  and  others  that  he  only  had 
conflicts  with  pcifoes  of  as  fierce  and  funoas 
a  temper,  as  wild  brails.  3nt,  nnr  hrin^ 
certain  which  might  l>c  the  Inith  oC  the  c^'ct 
I  have  left  it  undetermined.  The  curion* 
reader  may  cunfvk,  on  the  firft  flute  of  the 
qacfUoe,  Ur  fTAirfj.;  on  the  freond,  Ur 

iiiinmffjai;  and  on  the  third,  I  he  tnnicd 
Gr&Jhi,  Mr  Pyle  mdti  the  conihuflion  of, 
if  I  have  fought  {k  to  Lc  if  T 

bad  fingbt  with  bcatta  at  Ef»ijvt7  according 


HrJrfv-  and  HeUcmjftck  Language*;  and  thi*, 
as  be  obferves,  fares  the  critic*  )li  their  need* 
left  pain*  of  recurring  to  atathtr  light,  and 
miraculous  fit  liver  ant*  of  St  Paul  at  Epbrjxf 
grounded  only  on  certain  traditions,  ard 
he  think*  it  thew*  thi*  paflage  plainly  10 
refer  to.  Mis  ai*,  jo,  jr*  Accordingly 

f  have  drawn  thi*  icaft  imp  the  panphtue; 
though  a*  ABs  xijt,  jo ,  ji,  relates  to 
wlur  is  generally  thought  to  have  been  dorr, 
atVr  the  writing  of  tfci*  ep  title,  I  fhodd 
rather  chooie  to  make  what  is  here  laid 
to  nTur  to  fomc  former  trouble*,  th«  the 
apofif:  met  with  at  Epfafis  f  which  he 
may  be  fuppofed  to  include*  among  uthers, 
in  ihefrfcvjj/rt  -urbich  t  oabim  ik  Alia,  n'cn 

io  the  dtfai ;nrt%  ef  ftje*  a  Cor*  i,  S,  0*  See 
a lfr>  Biftop  FilPt  Ojfvrd  note*  00  tlib  ;ii 
vzrfe# 
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r^tacrddrink,  fo 
U'JtlOTWWHtdic. 


33  B?  not  de¬ 
ceived:  evil  com* 
inunUsiions  cur* 
t  i'A  good  man* 

jj.rs. 


34  Awake  to 
r^htwu  fnef^aod 
\:n  rtot;  for  feme 
hive  not  the 
knowledge  of 
Cod:  IfpeakthU 
to  Tour  Ilia  Die, 


Chrift,  lay  aGdc  aQ  further  thoughts  of  running  any 
rift,  or  fuftering  any  troubles,  on  account  of  religion  ; 
and  let  us,  like  the  Epicurean  part  of  the  world,  and 
according  to  their  licentious  maxims  indulge  ourfclves 
in  eating  and  drinking,  and  in  all  fenfual  pleafures* 
as  long  as  we  can  !  For,  upon  this  fuppofition,  we 
in  a  very  little  time,  perhaps  before  to-morrow,  mult 
die  like  the  brute,  and  there  is  an  end  of  us  for  o 

Ter, 

33  But  take  heed  of  being  cheated,  and  impofed 
upon,  by  artful  and  defining  feducers,  that  would 
draw  you  into  fuch  pernicious  errors,  as  are  fubverfive, 
not  only  of  the  foundations  of  Ctmftianuy,  but  of  all 
morality  too:  Remember  that  frequency,  familiarity, 
and  intimacy  of  con  vet  fat  ion  with  men  of  fuch  a  ptr- 
verfe,  atheistical  and  luxurious  turn,  have  a  fad  teuden~ 
cy  and  influence,  to  corrupt  your  minds  and  morals* 
by  infenfibly  moulding  them  into  their  own  temper  and 
ways,  to  the  deft  rudt  ion  of  all  that  is  virtuous  and  re¬ 
ligious,  and  of  all  that  is  really  good  for  this  world, 
and  efpecially  for  that  to  come. 

34  Be  fober  then,  (<>"*> nj  Znd  roufe  up,  as  ye 

ought,  all  the  reafonable  powers,  and  gracious  princi¬ 
ples  of  your  fouls,  to  judge  righteoufly  and 

truly,  concerning  the  important  point  I  am  fpe  airing 
of,  and  to  live  in  a  juft  and  holy  manner,  according  to 
it ;  and  take  heed  of  being  led  into  grofs  miftakes,  and 
finful  practices,  as  their  confequence,  by  the  error  of 
the  wicked  ;  For  as  I  perceive  by  the  objections,  that 
have  been  made  agatnft  the  doctrine  of-  a  refurreflioo  to 
eternal  life,  and  by  the  fpirit,  with  which  they  are  ur¬ 
ged,  there  are  fome  falfe  teachers  among  you,  that  are 
grangers  to  the  true  knowledge  of  God  and  his  perfec¬ 
tions,  and  of  his  mind  and  will,  according  to  the  gof- 
pel  revelation  ;  and  that  either  do,  or  would  live,  as  if 
they  had  no  notion  at  all  of  a  divine  being,  and  a  fu¬ 
ture  ft  ate*  This  is  really  a  horrid  dtfgrace  to  any  that 
bear  the  Chriftian  name ;  and  I  mention  it  as  a  matter 
of  juft  reproach  upon  your  new  teachers,  and  with  a 
hope  of  bringing  thole  of  you  to  an  ingenuous  hum¬ 
bling  fenfe  of  the  fhameful  part  ye  have  a£ted,  who 
have  given  them  any  countenance  or  encouragement  lb 
dire£Hy  contrary  to  the  whole  tenor  cf  the  gofpcl  of 
Chrift,  which  ye  have  profefled  to  believe,  and  build 
all  your  hopes  upon.  I  heartily  with,  that  both  one 
and  the  other  may  take  (hame  to  thcErfelves  before  God 
in  their  reflexions  upon  it. 

35.  But 
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3$  But  feme 
nui  will  iay, 
how  m  the  dud 
rrifcl  up  /  aod 
with  what  body 
do  they  come? 


38  Thou  fool, 
that  whkh  thou 
ibwrft  is  not 

tjuickened,  ex¬ 
cept  it  die. 


3$  But  fame,  to  puzzle  the  caufe,  and  load  it  with 
pretended  abfurdiries,  will  obje£t,  How,  or  by  what 
means,  is  it  poffibte  for  dead  bodies  to  rife  again  to 
life,  after  they  have  rotted  in  the  grave,  and  their  dull 
ia  fcattered  about,  and  intermingled  with  that  of  many 
other  bodies  #  ?  Or,  if  it  fhould  be  fuppofed  a  poflihle 
thing,  With  what  fort  of  bodies  will  they  come  forth 
alive  out  of  their  graves?  Shall  it  be  with  fnch  animal, 
earthly,  and  frail  bodies  as  they  now  are?  Or  (hall  it 
be  with  any  other  ftiape  and  capacities  1  What  form  can 
any  one  imagine  them  to  be  raifed  in,  which  may 
make  them  fit  for  a  fuppofed  reunion  with  glorified  fouls 
that  they  may  be  agreeable  and  advantageous,  and  not 
a  clog  and  hindrance  to  them,  as  they  are  in  the  p re- 

fen  t  ftatCj  in  which  the  foul  is  cmbarrafTcd,  aud  as  ic 

were  buried  in  the  body* 

36  Whofoever  he  be  that  would  overthrow  this  im¬ 
portant  doctrine,  by  railing  difficulties  about  ir,  which 
he  thinks  cannot  be  anfwered,  whether  he  be  a  free- 
thinking  S&dducee^  or  a  Gentile  philofopher,  I  would 
fay  to  him  *,  Thou  inconfiftent  rationalift,  and  foolifh 
philofopher,  you  not  only  err9  as  not  knowing  the f crip* 
turtfj  nor  the  power  of  God ;  (Match*  xxii.  29.)  but 
you  aft  a  very  irrational  part  in  fetting  up  your  own 
understanding  again II  the  wifdom  and  power  of  God; 
in  not  attending  to  what  common  obfervation,  aod 
philofophy  itfclf  might  fuggeft  to  you  ;  and  in  objec¬ 
ting  as  though  things  could  not  be,  unlefs  jot  could 
explain  how  they  may  be ;  Such  fort  of  objections 
might  as  reafonably  be  urged  againft  fever al  of  the 
plameft  things  in  nature,  which  we  cannot  account 
for,  as  againft  this  fublime  point  of  revelation,  and 
may  in  pare  be  anfwered,  and  Uluftrated  by  them  ;  as 
for  inftance.  There  is  in  fact ,  a  fort  of  corn,  which, 
when  you  fow  it  in  the  earth,  does  not  fpring  up,  and 
come  to  maturity  unlefs  it  he  firft  rotted  and  purified 
there;  fo  that  it  revives  after  it  was  dead  j  yea  died 
that  it  may  live  again ;  And  cannot  that  God  who 
yearly  produces  this  efle£t,  as  eafily  raife  d^ad  bodies  to 
life,  after  they  have  been  buried,  and  corrupted  in  the 
grave  ?  37  And 

NOTES. 


*  Mere  are  two  objections ;  the  firlt,  if  l 
jmftakc  not,  relates  t >  the  pofTihUiiy  of  the 
thing  itfclfj  the  feeond  to  the  manner  of  it; 
and  the  apoftlc’s  an  fiver  is  c.ik'ciai/;:!  to  oh- 
viate  lntlu  He  more  dlrcftly  replies  to  the 
firft,  in  w.  3 <5- ;  and  to  the  other,  in  v«\ 
37*  3B-;  and  then  carries  on  the 
n  the  folio  win  5  verfe*  alto  fuck  a  jiiimeur 


as  eiav  lac  applied  to  the  confutation  of  both, 
f  The  iVys,  raifw  yi*/>  not  with  b:t* 

rerr«*:*  ntL  jjiirU  to  rcrik  him,  but  with  a  gond 
int.  ti'  t'j  cuimuce  him  of  his  dangerous  crpjr, 
and  r*>  ih c\k  him  lbs  folly  of  it  -  and  there¬ 
fore  this  is  not  what  our  Lttrd  condcnat  in 
Mat;/),  7, Set  the  note  on  Lake  u;r* 

*5* 
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$7  Aim]  that 
which  thou  Jaw¬ 
ed,  thou  fcwft 
norths  Itody  that 
tb  >U  be,  hut  bare 

grain,  it  iruy 

dunce  of  whe  t, 
o x  of  lone  other 


3$  But  God 

gireth  it  a  body 

as  it  hath  plufcit 

him,  and  to  every 

his  own  bo- 

dv. 

■ 


39  Ail  fldh  ij 
not  the  fame 
flcfll  :  hut  tbertii 
one  kind  $f  flvfh 
of  men,  another 
fiefti  of  heafts} 

another  of  fifhes* 
eej  another  of 
bitdfi 


37  And  as  to  the  manner  of  your  corn's  afterward 
coming  forth,  and  the  different  form  it  then  appears  in 
we  may  daily  obferve,  that  the  fmall  feed,  which  you 
fowed,  was  not  the  fame  in  its  gay  furniture  ami  iic.h 
variety  of  clothing,  when  you  committed  it  to  the  earth 
as  it  is,  when  it  revives,  {hoots,  and  grows  up  out  of 
it  Firjl  with  the  blade y  then  with  the  eary  a  ad  after 
that  with  the  full  corn  $  {Atari  iv.  28.)  but  it  is  fovm 
naked  grain,  in  its  own  natural  fub Dance,  ftript  cf  a:l 
thofe  beauties,  ornaments,  and  improvements,  \vi:h 
which  it  is  afterward  produced  ;  whether  it  be,  for  cx~ 
ample,  a  grain  of  wheat  f,  or  other  com,  that  dies  in 
like  manner,  before  it  lives  again. 

38  But  when  it  rifes  from  under  the  clods  by  the 
power  of  vegetation,  which  it  receives  from  the  God  of 
nature,  he  gives  it  fuch  a  body,  of' the  lame  fob  Han  re 
and  kind,  though  different  in  its  form  and  qualities,  as 
he  has  appointed  to  it,  and  fees  fit  to  clothe  it  with, 
fuitable  to  its  own  fpecies  ;  and  gives  to  every  diDVrenc 
fort  of  grain  fuch  a  body,  with  al!  its  improvements, 
railed  out  of  iifclf,  as  is  proper,  and  peculiar  to  its  own 
nature^  fo  that  what  was  fown  wheat  ,rifes  wheal. 


This  is  indeed  a  great  myfiery  in  nature;  and  gives  us 
a  lively  image  of  a  glorious  rcftmeclion  to  life* 

39  Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that,  out  of  the  very 
fame  materials,  a  body  of  valHy  different  qualities,  from 
what  it  had  before,  thouhi  be  produced  by  the  almighty 
power  of  God;  fince  wc  have  further  iuilances  in  na¬ 
ture,  that  may  help  to  illuftratc  it  t*  There  are,  ws 
know,  different  funs  of  flelh  in  the  world ;  All,  that 
we  call  flelh,  is  not  of  one  and  the  lame  kind ;  bur 
there  is  one  fort  of  fltfn,  that  com pofes  the  bodies  cf 
men;  another,  of  cattle;  another,  of  filhes ;  {Lev.  xu 
II.)  and  another,  of  fowls,  which,  though  vaiiu^s  in 
their  degrees  of  excllcnce,  are  all  formed  out  ol  the 
fame  original  matter,  by  the  wifdom  and  powrr  of 
God;  though  none  knows  how  it  is,  that  thefc  fcveial 


forts  of  flelh  are  diver  lined  in  their  qualities. 


or  what 


contexture  of  panicles  it  is,  that  entiles  the  difference, 
which  the  great  Creator  has  made  between  them, 

40  And 


H  O  T  E  & 

*  It  t#  with  great  propriety  thlt  the  apo*  mftsnres  ro  reft**  to  the  difHrcn<'c*  t- at  U 
file  tnfUticc*  tn  a  gam  of  ndftif,  as  our  made  between  the  a»d  the 

J.ord  alib  dirt  to  Hhiffratc  hisown  death,  and  flute  of  the  bodies  of  the  faint*,  as  IfcLi  nf 
iheadvaniageuusconfetpterittsof  if,  John  mL  iher^re  relates  Jo  their  sjfain  with  * 
14*;  fince  Jicit  are  very  few  fores  of  grain  that  beauty  and  glory*  vafdjr  fuvjMilir  £  u-1  it 
die  in  the  ground*  before  they  faring  itp,  as  ever  hsA  bdbre  :  But  1  am  other  -vise  at  a 
the  See  the  imie  on  tb  at  Verft,  iofs  to  fee  the  propriety  nv»l  defijn  of  his  in¬ 

i’  The  apoflk’s  m  tennis  appears  to  *ne  traducing  theft  in! hares,  or  whai 
vtrv  cnipicugsf,  if  \i*c  cake  the  following  they  have  ^  it!*  tE:c  yrcoedfrig* 

■  Yoi.lY,  t-  M 
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40  TbsrtarczS- 
fo  ttlcltij  bodies, 
and  bodies 
Tcftrul ;  but  ih t 
glory  uftbtcelcf- 
tbliV  one,  and  (he 
nf  the  Ilt- 
relink  if  ano¬ 
ther. 


41  There  is 

one  glory  of  the 
fin,  and  another 
gloryof  thenoon, 
and  another  glo-* 
ry  or  the  (Van; 
for  Gee  (tar  dif- 
fererh  from  anc~ 
tber  fWio  glory. 


41  So  alfo  if 
the  rcfurrtdion  of 
the  dead*  It  is 
fawn  in  corrnp* 

IWD, 


40  And  there  are,  as  we  all  Tee,  other  bodies  of  dif¬ 
ferent  forms  :  There  are  feme  heavenly  luminaries,  that 
appear  in  the  huge  expanfe of  the  firmament;  and  there 
are  innumerable  other  bodies  inanimate  as  well  as  aai- 
matt)  that  prefent  tbemfelves  to  our  view  all  around  us 
upon  earth :  But  the  beauty  and  tbe  quality  of  thefe  are 
evidently  very  different;  the  glory  of  the  heavenly  bo¬ 
dies  is  of  one  fort,  and  the  glory  of  the  earthly  bodies 
is  of  another^  that  being  much  more  refined,  and  ma¬ 
king  a  more  glittering  appearance,  than  the  other: 
And  the  difference  between?  a  clod  of  earth,  and  the 
brighreft  luminary  in  the  vifible  heavens,  is  like  that  be¬ 
tween  the  preterit,  and  the  future  Rate  of  the  bodies  of 
the  bldled. 

41  Yea,  even  among  the  heavenly  bodies  themfelres, 
there  are  different  degrees  of  luftre  and  magnificence; 
there  is  one  glory  of  the  Sunt  which  (hines,  with  the 
brightefl  rays,  by  its  own  native  light;  and  there  is 
another  glory  of  the  Moony  which  borrows  its  lightj  by 
reflection,  from  the  fun,  and  is  of  a  fainter  kind;  and 
there  is  another  glory  of  the  other  planets,  or  wander* 
ing  fiarty  and  of  the fixed flars;  for  the  fiars  tbemfelves 
differ  in  glory  ;  the fixed fiars  (hining,  like  the  fun,  by 
their  own  innate  light,  and  tbe  wandering  fiarsy  like 
the  moon,  by  reflected  and  borrowed  light :  Thefe  are 
bodies  of  very  different  fplendour ;  and  yet  they  were 
all  formed  out  of  the  fame  original  ma fe,  which  mafc 
itfelf  was  created  out  of  nothings  by  the  mighty  power 
of  God,  though  we  eannot  conceive  bow*  (Gen*  u  ly&c) 

41  To  apply  all  this  to  the  argument  in  hand,  with 
refpefl  to  glorified  bodies  at  the  refurre£Hon  from  the 
dead,  the  fame  divine  wifdom  and  power,  which,  in 
ways  unknown  to  us,  make  the  corn  fpring  up  with  dif¬ 
ferent  beauty  and  improvement,  from  what  it  had,  when 
it  was  fenvn,  and  after  it  had  died  in  the  earth;  and  that 
God,  who  has  produced  different  forts  of  flefli,  and  of 
earthly  and  heavenly  bodies,  out  of  the  fame  original 
matter,  and  knew  how  to  make  different  fortmente  and 
modifications  of  its  particles  for  thatpurpofe,  can  doubt* 
Jefs  djftinguiQi  and  feparate  the  proper  dull  of  each  hu¬ 
man  body  ;  and  can  work  fuch  glorious  alterations  up¬ 
on  its  prefent  date,  and  endue  it  with  fuch  inconceiv¬ 
able  excellent  qualities,  as  fhall  make  it  a  fit  and  defir* 
able  companion  for  the  foul ;  though  we  know  not  how. 
If,  like  the  feed  fown  in  the  earth  *,  is  placed  in  this 

world 


note, 

*  There  appears  to  be  conCdenbie  vtigftt  nun's  befog  in  this  world  is  Ms  beinjj  Jovtt7 
in  Mr  Locke's  q bfimtioa,  dm  the  time  of  and  not  ueuf  bdogdead,  he  is  put  into  the 
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lion,  it  Is  nifcd 
fa incorrupt  ion ; 


43  It  bfoornia 

dllhonour,  it  i# 
tilled  in  jlyry : 
It  it  Rr»n  in 
weaknrfr,  it  is 
railed  in  pom  i 


44  Iiislbwjia 
tttural  body,  it 
i*  railed  a  fpid* 

tualbodjr.  There 

is 


world  a  frail  mortal  body,  and  is  laid  into,  and  buried 
in  the  grave,  fubjc&  to  putreta&ion  \  bur  it  (hall  be 
railed  again  free  from  all  corruptibility,  di  Solution,  or 
decay;  immortal,  never  to  die  more.  (Lukew.  35,  36.) 

45,  Whilft  it  is  in  this  lower  world,  it  is  a  poor, 
mean,  contemptible  thing,  liable  to  deformity  and  de¬ 
filement,  and  needs  a  covering  of  fome  parts,  which 
cannot  be  expofed  without  fhame;  {chap.  xii,  23.)  and 
when  it  comes  to  die,  and  be  laid  in  the  earth,  it  is  a 
loarhfomt  carcafe,  and  flili  more  than  ever  the  boav  of 

1  4 

our  humiliation:  But  it  fhall  be  raifed  again  a  beautiful 
and  fplendid  body,  adorned  with  heavenly  qualities, 
and  (hining,  like  the  fun  and  fixed  ftars,  for  ever  and 
ever;  {Mat*  xiii.  42,  and  Dan.  xii,  3,)  yea,  like  unto 
Ch rift’s  glorious  body.  {Phi!,  iii.  21  >}  It  fubGfts  in  this 
world  a  feeble,  infirm,  and  crazy  body,  liable  to  fide* 
nefs,  pain,  wearijiefs,  fai tilings,  and  death,  incapable 
of  defending  itfclf  from  the  innumerable  evils  and  dan¬ 
gers  that  furrounddt,  and  too  weak  to  hold  out  with  z 
willing  mind  m  the  lively  exercifes  of  reafon  and  reli¬ 
gion  *  \flfattb*  xxvi-  41.)  and  it  is  laid  in  the  dull  weak¬ 
er  (till,  utterly  defencelrfs,  and  an  eafy  prey,  even  fo 
the  worms:  {Joh.  xix.  26.)  But  it  (halt  be  raifed  again 
with  fuch  vigorous,  ftrong,  and  healthy  qualities*  as 
will  fet  it  above  the  reach  of  inward  infirmity,  ami  out¬ 
ward  mifehief  or  danger;  and  as  will  enable  it  to  keep 
pace  with  the  glorified  foul,  and  to  execute  its  will,  and 
join  with  it  in  all  its  noble  operations  and  employments, 
without  . wearinefo  and  fainting;  and  to  fuftain  without 
the  lead  uneafineJs,  the  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of 
glory^  that  fhall  be  put  upon  it.  {2  Cor ,  tv*  17.) 

44  It  is  brought  into,  and  fubfifts  in  this  world  a 
merely  antroal  body,  (v vz****)  that  is  maintained,  re* 
cmited,  'and  refrethed  by  food  and  drink,  itrep  and  air* 
and  has  only  a  fenfitive  life,  like  the  bodies  of  brutes; 
and,  through  failure  of  nouriftiment  by  tbefe  means, 
this  animal  part  6f  man  is  laid  fenfelets  in  the  grave: 
But  it  ftiall  be  raifed  with  a  much  more  refined  contex¬ 
ture,  and  endued  with  fuch  fpi ritual  qualities,  as  fiotto 
need  any  of  thefe  animal  rcfrefhmems  j  {chap.  vi.  13-) 
it  will  be  poffeffed  and  actuated  by  the  Holy  Spirir, 


N  o  T  F„ 

gtaw;  beemfe  dead  things  ire  not  ibvn,  fotfingfrtd;  znH  as  the  b*dy  ismurh  mora 
lord*  are  fown  being  alive,  and  die  not  till  rertiarknblc  for  itf  csrruptKti,  -ut^aincj^  and 
after  they  are  ftwoi  And  thU  1  apprehend  jJicr,  than  before  it  die*,  I  *ould 

belt  agrees  **nh  the  apoftle's  calling  it  a  jw/tf-  not  etclnde  a  confiderarion  of  its  Hate  and 
f a/ or  ffufwa/,  body,  (J^aor)  ver.  44.  But  cortliEJon,  when  it  and  is  hid  to  the 
yst,  ai  living,  iad  burying  the  body  in  the  grave* 
evth  moft  naturally  bears  the  rtfrniblanctof 

M  1 


^iffo  The  Firjl  Epifilc  to  the  Cor^mthiaks  paraphrafed,  Ch*  xir- 


a  natural  body. 

There  is  a  jra;u* 
d!  body,  a  nd 
tntreii  u  jpiriuiat 
body. 


45  And  fo  it  is 
wiiMun*  The  firll 
man  Adam  uras 
made  a  living 
foul,  the  la  ft  A-* 
dam  nv*  a 

^oickoiug  fpiriu 


4tf  Howfcrit, 
that  Turn  rot  tirlt 
.which  is  fpirhu-1, 
but  iha*  which  is 
itiiiur*!;  and  af¬ 
terward  that 

whkh  is  fpbituab 


47  The  fiift 
man  is  of  \V.c 
earth,  earthy:  the 

ktohd 


who  llnli  raife  it  from  the  dead  ;  (Rom,  vitu  j  i*)  and 
wi!l  be  animated  and  fupported  immediately  by  the  foul, 
without  the  ufc  of  tbofe  means  that  are  now  neceffary 
for  it;  and  it  will  be  of  fo  nimble  and  ?£Hve  a  nature, 
as  refe mbit's  that  of  fpirits,  and  like  the  angels  of 
God,  {Luke  xx,  36.)  As  there  is  a  difference  between 

the  glory  of  one,  and  another  fort  of  earthly  and  hea¬ 
venly  bodies  in  this  vificle  creation;  {ver.  39,  40,  41.} 
fo  there  is  an  animal  body*  that  is  a  conftituent  part  of 
human  nature  in  its  prefent  (late*  and  is  laid  down  in 
the  duft *  and  there  is  a  fart  of  ratified  body*  with 
more  fpiritual  qualities,  which  belongs  to  the  human 
nature  of  rhe  fttims  in  the  Cclcftial  world* 

45  And  bo^h  tnefe  are  anfwerablr  to  their  rcfpeQiTe 
originals*  Thus  it  is  written  (Gen.  u  7*)  of  the  firft 
man  Adam^  the  common  Father,  and  public  head  of  all 
bis  pofterky,  that  he  was  made  of  an  animal  frame, 
and  endued  with  a  foul,  which  gave  a  natural  or  fenfi- 
tive  life  to  his  body,  ^nd'  communicated  the  tike  to  all 
thole*  thatdefeend  from  him:  BurChrift*  who  maybe 
called  the  loft  Adam  as  he  was  the  freond  and  laft  pub* 
lie  perfon  and  covenant- head  of  all  his  feed,  is  polfef* 
fed  of  a  quickning  fpjrir*  as  he  has  life  in  himfelf i  and 
quickens  (*>**«»)  whom  he  will;  (John  v.  21*  2 6*)  andfo 
conveys  a  fpiritual  and  immortal  life  to  the  bodies  of  the 
faints  at  the  rcfurrection*  by  his  fpiiit  that  dwells  in 
them*  (Rom,  viii.  u,) 

46  However*  the  method*  way,  and  order  of  God's 
operation  is3  that  as  this  fpiritual  and  immortal  ftate  of 
the  rifen  body  is*  in  all  refpetts*  more  excellent  and 
glorious,  than  that  animal  ftate*.  in  which  it  is  born  in¬ 
to*  continues  in*  and  dies  out  of  this  world ;  fo  this 
fpiritual  body  is  not  that,  which  we  are  firft  of  all  par¬ 
takers  of;  but  we  are  firft  endued  with  an  animal  bo¬ 
dy  here,  and  fliaJI  be  clothed  with  a  fpiritual  body  at 
the  refurredUon  of  the  juft  hereafter;  and  the  like  may 
b*  obferved  with  refpcfl  to  tbe  firft  anti  laft  Adam;  God 
herein  atiing  according  to  his  ufual  courfe  In  the  works 
of  nature,  and  of  grace,  which  is  to  begin  with  the 
Ms  perfect  produQs*  and  carry  them  on  to  thefe  that 
are  more  perfeft. 

47  The  firft  man  Adam  was  formed*  as  to  bis  body, 
out  of  the  duft  of  the  ground,  (Gen.  ii,  7*)  and  fo  was 
of  an  earthly  conftitutioa  *  ;  and*  by  virtue  of  the  co¬ 
venant 


NOTE* 

*  Adam'i  betjt£  cf  the  earthy  may  of  immortal  happinefc,  And  Chriff*  i*rm- 

relate*  iftiong  other  thiu^v  to  the  place  the  herd  from  hteven,  maya.nl iy  inrltti't 
where  he  and  hit  £ifcc* triune  ucit  to  have  the  place  to  which  he  Urould  raife  ti>  fpiritual 

Feed  ved  the  rt*  aid  of  bis  obedience  i a  a  ftate  feed  to  be  blef&d  forever  with  him; 

therefore 
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frcond  man  if  the 
Lord  frocn  hci- 


As  ri  the 
«lsh  ,  fcch  tfrj 
they  ulf>  tlut  u*e 
c-  i!iy  :  ;nj  as  if 
the  hrnvtr.lv  , 
inch  are  fhev  alto 

M 

that  jre  heavenly- 


49  And  3s 

h.fvc  It.inr  the  i- 
oi  the  ear- 
tJ-y,  wc  thill  =Jtb 

hear  llis  iTrajjv  of 

the  heavenly. 


N^v  fhis  I 

fry  ,  brethren  , 
that  flcOi  and 
Ujod  cannot  in¬ 
herit 


venant  made  with  him*  he  ant)  his  teed  were  to  have 
enjoyed  God,  and  all  their  happinete,  with  immortali¬ 
ty  upon  earth ,  in  cafe  he  had  itond  ;  bur  by  reafim  of 
the  full,  he  became  frail  and  mortal;  (Gen.  iiu  19.) 
and  forfeited  all  promited  happinefs  for  himfejf  and  his 
pofteriry:  But  as  to  Chrift,  who  is  fitly  called  the  te~ 
cond  man,  beenufe*  how  many  generations  foever  paf- 
ted  between  Adam  and  Irm,  he  was  the  fccond  public 
head,  and  reprefentative :  his  original  is  of  an  heaven¬ 
ly  fort*  as  he  is  not  only  that  Lord,  who  is  from  hea¬ 
ven,  with  refpeft  to  his  divine  nature  ;  hut  came  from 
heaven,  in  a  way  of  peculiar  operation  and  manifefla- 
tion,  to  alTume  human  nature;  and  he  is  the  Lord, 
who  is  now  in  heaven  with  his  glorified  body,  and  will 
conic  from  thenev,  to  raife  ihe  rie.:d  bodies  of  the  faints, 
and  receive  them  to  himfelf,  that  rhey  may  be  for  ever 
with  him,  {John  xiv*  3-  and  1  Tbcjf*  iv.  1 6,  3 7.) 

48  Thofe  therefore,  wbote  pedigree  is  from  the  earth¬ 
ly  man  Adamy  bear  his  likenefs,  and  derive  fuch  an 
earthly  animal  and  mortal  body  from  him,  as  ho  him¬ 
fdf  in  his  fallen  ft  ate  had;  and  on  the  other  hand,  they 
that  are  of  heavenly  birth,  born  of  the  fpirir,  and  born 
from  above,  and  fo  are  formed  with  heavenly  difpofi- 
tions  for  heavenly  enjoyments,  (hail  derive  a  fpiritual, 
heavenly,  and  immortal  body  from  this  heavenly  Lord, 
fuch  as  he  himfelf  nowli;>$  in  his  exalted  (laic-  {PhiU 
iiL  71.) 

49  And  as  we  who  believe  in  him,  nnd  are  quick- 
ned  by  his  fpirit  here,  have  before  the  debated  image 
of  our  firft  Father  and  covenant  head,  in  an  earthly,  a- 
nimal,  fickly  and  mortal  Hate  of  the  bod]',  he  having, 
after  his  tel),  begotten  children  in  his  own  likenefs  ; 
(Gfjj.  v.  3,)  and  as  w:  (hall  continue  10  bear  his  dtfpi- 
cable  image  in  the  rotrennds  and  corruption  of  the 
grave;  fo  our  bodies  will  hereafter  be  raited  to  fuch  an 
illuftfious  and  heavenly  ftate,  by  virtue  derived  from 
our  tecond  head,  as  will  evidently  rcteinble  the  glorious 

body  of  this  heavenly  Lord:  that  we  may  bear  his  ami¬ 
able  image  in  body  as  well  as  foul,  fri  ever* 

50  Now  ;  to  lead  you  into  the  re  a  fun  of  the  vaft  al¬ 
teration,  which  has  been  rcpiefented,  as  to  be  made  u- 
pon  glorified  bodies,  I  uflure  you,  my  eh  rif  rim-brethren, 
that  the  human  body,  as  con fi fling  of  flrfh  and  blood, 
in  its  prefent  grofs  and  anim;0  fta;e,  which  renders  it 
weak  and  fluggifh,  decaying  and  mortal,  is  utterly  un- 


NOTE, 


t.'fr*for«  whoever  arc  raifcd  to  heavenly 
bivfit+liiefc,  it  is.  only  in  virtue  of  Ciinft’s 
fecailhip,  u d  oi  the  cutaiunt  made 


ht  in,  and  them  h\  h:itw  Sec  Dr  Gs**f- 
Tt'Lt  \oi.  p*  45, 
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herb  the  kir>g- 

doniofO^!^  nei* 

the*  doth  rormp- 
iMn  inherit  iu~ 
ClriTUpcioo* 


IT  Behold,  T 
fliev  you  a  m  y  fie¬ 
ry;  We  ihiLl  Dot 
ali  l]cc(),  lut  we 
null  ail  be  drang- 

*L 


fir,  and  incapable  C6  behold  the  divine  vifions,  enjoy 

the  fublime  pleafures,  and  perform  the  exalted  ferviccs, 
thut  conftitutc  the  glory  and  delight  of  the  heavenly 
kingdom,  for  which  it  is  to  be  formed  at  the  ref  infec¬ 
tion  of  the  juft;  nor  ts  it  poftible  that  fo  frail  and  cor¬ 
ruptible  a  thing  as  this  body,  till  it  be  refined  Ihould  be 
equal  to  the  entertainments  and  employments  of  that  il- 
luftrious  world,  or  be  able  to  beartbe  majefty  and  glory 
of  Cod,  when  wc  (hall  fee  him  as  he  is,  and  behold 
him  face  to  t ace.  (MutfL  v,  8,  and  t  Cor.  xiii.  n, 
compared  with  Ex W.  xxxiii.  2C.) 

51  As  to  this  refining  change,  which  is  fo  neceflary 
to  be  made  upon  the  bodies  of  the  faints,  before  they 
Can  enter  the  glorious  regions  of  immortality,  obferve 
a  grand  fecret,  which  I  am  now  going  to  tell  you  about 
it ;  a  fecret,  which  has  not  yet  been  clearly  revealed, 
and  furpa/Tes  all  prefect  eomprehenfion;  I  mean  that 

every  individual  believer  fhall  not  die;  nor  (hall  their 
bodies,  like  the  generality  of  them,  deep  iq  the  grave  * 
for  the  fhge  of  this  world  will  not  be  cleared  of  its  in¬ 
habitants,  before  C brill  (hall  cOme  to  raife  the  dead 


and  judge  the  world,  at  the  laft  day:  But  all  of  us  who 
belong  to  him,  whether  we  be  dead  before  that  time 
or  nor,  (halt,  in  fome  unknown  way,  undergo  a  fur* 
prizing  and  glorious  alteration,  which,  in  tbofe  that 
(hall  be  then  living,  will  he  equivalent  to  dying  and 
riling  again,  as  to  the  purpofe  of  refining  their  bodies, 
and  making  them  fit  for  the  heavenly  inheritance;  that 
we  all  together  may  be  ever  with  the  Lord,  ThtJJ.  iv, 

17O 

In  ,  S2  This  wonderful  change  (ball  he  brought  about  by 

men' ,  in  the  Divine  omnipotence,  in  an  iuftanc,  as  it  were  ("  ST,w*) 
t*inijin£  of  an  in  an  atom  of  time,  or  as  fmal]  a  moment  as  can  be  i- 

Uorop*1  (f 'r  'I-e  •  rained,  even  like  that  of  the  twinkling  of  a  man’s 
•mm* pit  ^  ihjt'u  eye,  at  the  final  alarm,  which  (hall  be  given  by  the 
foundj  and  ilw  voice  of  Chrifi,  when  he  fhail  call  forth  the  dead  out  of 

their  graves,  {John  v.  28.}  as  with  an  exceeding  loud 
found  of  a  trumper,  like  wha't  was  heard  at  mount  Si¬ 
nai  .•  (Ex-d.  xix.  t6.J  Forfuch  an  alarm  will  bs  given, 


Mote. 

*  W>  are  not  to  fnppofr  that  "by  w  fail  the  day  of  Cbrift's  fcnnd  appearing  Wif  it 
mot  mil  iv'  aprt-Hc  meant  himfe-f  a*)d  hand  l  *nd  calls  tbjft  perfoft*  dtfttvm,  that 

fbe  hefcter*  of  that  age:  brr^hc  therein  fu«geft.d  any  thing  Itkc  it;  he  alfoielis  the 
peno^ares  the  whole  church,  v*  myflieil  bo-  Tbr$mfcn\<in4t  that  thtrr  mnft  Jr  m  jWJSwy  tn 
dy  of  Omit:  for  chew  here,  tpcak:ujj  of  and  that  the  mmn  0/  faiwtflb*  prfi 
thi  Chr  Ilians  in  thole  days,  he  fuyj  tbeir  and  he  had  ecijtuintcd  tbap  with  thde 
mortal  Mies  ihouU  be  qulckjencd  by  the  fyU  thing**  while  he  ires  with  them,  before  be 
rit  of  (iftii  whitti  \n  then).  (Rotu  yin*  vkoio  cither  of  his  epiftle*  to  ihm,  *  TbtJK 
1  f-  and  fjyst  includir^  himself*  Hr  wt  rj?/-  ii.  if  4*  a'nd  bo*h  theft  cpiftlea  are  nnirerft!- 
td  up  the  Lwdytfnit  jbmtl  raifi  tip  us  silo  h  ty  allowed  to  have  been  ^ritftn  bfforf -the 
Jsfat  {i  Cor-  iv*  f  i-)  And  be  Speak*  of  &I1  to  the  Gmnfliidutr 
fi  is  a  ^rcat  :;jiitake  hi  who  ihou^hE, 
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dead  (MI  be  ratt¬ 
ed  incorrupdble, 
am]  we  (hall  be 
*h=u)g«L 


$3  For  this 

corruptible  mult 
put  on  inc  or  run- 
ton,  ind  thfr 
mortal  muff  put 
«a  immortality. 


J4  So  when  this 
corruptible  (hull 
have  put  on  in* 
corruption,  and 
thi*  mortal  Dull 
have  pot  on  im¬ 
mortality,  then 
fcall  he  brought 
to  pals  the  faying 
that  u  written. 
Death  isTwallow- 
cii  up  in  victory. 


55  O  death* 
where  fj  thy 


as,  for  its  fuddennefs  and  fidernnity,  will  be  like  the 
founding  of  a  trumpet,  before  wcare  aware,  to  fummon 
us  to  an  appearance  at  the  judgment-fear  of  Cbrift ;  and 
then  the  dead  bodies  of  the  faints  (ball  be  raifed  to  im¬ 
mortal  life;  and  whether  we,  who  believe,  be  living 
or  dead  at  chat  time,  all  of  us  (hall  pnfs  under  an  ama¬ 
zing  and  advantageous  change  of  the  qualities  ^  though 
not  of  the  materials  of  our  bodies,  to  fit  them  for  the 

glory  of  the  celeQial  world. 

53  For,  in  order  hereunto,  this  very 

individual  decaying  and  corruptible  body,  which  is  now 
liable  to  putrefaction,  and  will  foon  corrupt  in  the  grave, 
mu(t  of  neceCQty  be  new  built,  and  formed  into  a  ftate 
of  (trength  apd  vigour,  of  fpiritua!  and  incorruptible 
qualities  And  this  very  body  w*)  which  is 

of  mortal  frame,  and,  generally  fpeaking,  {hall  die, 
mud  be,  not  a-new  created,  but  happily  altered  by  a 
proper  refurreftion  of  the  lame  fuhdancej  and  mud  put 
on  the  form  of  a  glorious  immortality. 

54  And  when  the  time  comes  far  this  corruptible  bo* 
dy  to  he  clothed  with  incorruptible  glory,  and  for  this 
mortal  body  to  be  immortalized;  then  (hall  that  antic nt 
prophecy  be  completely  fulfilled,  (I/a.  xxv.  8.)  where 
it  is  written,  that  the  formidable  tyrant,  death,  which 
has  conquered  and  reigned  over  believers,  together  with 
the  red  of  mankind,  fo  as  to  fubjeft  them  to  its  ftroke 
for  thoufands  of  generations,  fball  Ufelf  be  entirely  van- 
quHhed,  and  never  have  the  lead  dominion  or  power 
afterwards  over  them;  That  lad  enemy,  which  has  been 
fucha  terror  to  many,  of  them,  {hall  then  be  finally  and 
totally  deflroyed  (wr*  a 6.)  for  ever  f;  and  (hall  be  zp 
absolutely  ahoIi(herl,  with  refpe£l  to  everyone  of  them, 
as  if  it  had  never  been. 

55  In  this  view  of  things,  all  real  Chridians  may 
take  up  their  joyful  triumph  beforehand,  and  fing  in 
full  aiTurance  of  faith,  and  with  a  holy  contempt  and 
defiance  of  death  and  the  grave,  according  to  what  is 
written  Htf.  xiii*  14  J  >  and  may  anticipate  their  fu~ 

t  ure 


NOTES, 

*  Pulling  fin  Inetimptitin  and  rmwatia/Ef,,  i$  f  Dr  tVhlthy  has  (hewn  that  in  viflorj 
♦F  like  import  with  being  ciotbed  vrith  oar  hotf/e  nrx^}  conftantly  fignlBcs  in  ihe  Septa  tshtft 
from  he*wnt  (t  Cor.  a.)  The  Jriifi  often  jv*  even  But  as  this  phrafe  is  uied  in 
fj^cc  of  the  bodies  of  the  juft,  a*  to  be  cLo-  xii,  10.  which,  as  tar  as  I  find,  is  the  only 
iwd  with  the  light  of  gtory;  and  agreeable  place  betide*  this,  where  it  occurs  in  the 
to  this,  it  is  faid  that  they  pail  pme  oi  thi  New  Tcftament;  and  as  it  t$  there  rendered, 
b^gbhxifi  tif  the  firntamen£t  ei  the  finrt  fir  and  plainly  fignities  unfo  Of  U  VtRfry  both 
eve*  and  tver9  and  as  the  fin  in  the  bnrdem  of  theft:  fenJcs  are  very  confident,  and  may,  with 
tbfir  fithery  (Dan,  *iL  j.  and  Matin,  xin,  ewk  propriety,  be  taken  into  the  paniphrafe 
We  have  an  emblem  of  this  in  of  this  verle, 

ChrilTs  transfiguration}  Mctlb.  xVii.  X*  and  |  See  how  exactly  this  anfwcr*  (o  the  He¬ 
in  Jus  appearance  to  the  apofUc  fihst  Ktv,  U  brent  ictiti  Hey*  xiii*  14*  m  Dr  Pace ct  $  <*#» 

const  of  that  place, 
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O  £ravt,  w is 

tty  victory? 


56  The  fling  of 

drach  h  fin  *  an d 
flic  ftrength  of 

fit!  Ij  the  IkiW* 


si  Bu;  thanks 

V  ^.TlH  I*  Vfhi/h 

jyveth  Li  thu  vie' 
t.ory  through  o:ir 

l,o/*!  JcluiChvitl. 


$B  Therefore, 
my  hdovc.t  l*rc- 
ttuiG,  be  yu  fied- 

ua 


rare  globing,  in  which  they  will  bravely  infuh  over 
thtefe  enemies*  with  joy  and  tranfport,  when  they  (hall 
be  actually  nifed  to  immortal  bleflednefs;  O  deaths 
what  is  now  income  of  your  malignant  fling  ?  What 
real  harm  have  you  ever  bren  able  to  do  us  i  Or  what 
can  you  do  any  more  again  ft  us?  Wc  defpife  ail  your 
venomous  darts*  O  grave*  what  are  all  your  conquefts 
over  us  now  come  to*  which  you  Teemed  to  have  gairnd 
with  unccntroulable  power,  and  through  fear  of  which 
we  were  kept  in  bondage  many  times  upon  earth  [Heb* 
ii.  15,)  What  is  now  become  of  all  your  fpoils,  which 
yen  made  of  us,  but  are  now  forced  to  deliver  up  into 
a  flatc  of  prrfe£l  liberty*  never  to  be  feized  or  touched 
by  you  any  more  ? 

5 6  The  very  worft  and  mofl  definitive  thing  in 
death  is  tbe  guilt  of  fin,  which,  unremoved  caufes  not 
only  a  reparation  of  the  foul  and  body*  but  of  borh  from 
God,  not  merely  for  a  feafon,  but  for  ever-  It  is  /J*7, 
that  fills  death  with  all  its  terrors*  and  like  the  fling  of 
a  ferpent,  makes  it  fo  fearfully  hurtful  as  it  is;  were  it 
not  for  thisy  barely  dying  would  be  of  little  confequence 
confidcring  what  a  poor,  empty,  vexatious  world  we 
live  in :  And  that  which  gives  fuch  a  formidable  power 
to  fin,  whereby  it  not  only  fubje£ls  us  to  the  death  of 
the  hotly,  but  tr:mfmits  us  to  a  future  judgment,  and 
to  all  the  mifcnes  ih<u  follow  after  it,  is  the  righteous 
and  holy  law  of  God,  armed  with  its  curfe  which  con¬ 
demns  to  endiefs  death  and  definition,  as  the  juft  wa¬ 
ges  of  fm.  [Rom*  vi*  23*} 

57  But  forever  blefted  be  the  name  of  our  gracious 
Goit,  who  has  freed  us  from,  and  given  us  a  complete 
vidtory  over  tin,  the  condemnation  of  the  law  and  eve¬ 
ry  thing  i;i  death,  through  the  merit  and  power  of  our 
Lord  Je:us  Chriit,  who  Iks  taken  away  fm  by  tbe  6- 
cridee  of  himMft  and  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of 
the  law,  by  his  being  made  a  curfe  for  us,  [Gal.  iii. 
13,)  and  r.ifc  a^ain  tor  our  j  unification  \  [Rom.  iv.  2^} 
and  fo  n;is  difarmed  death  of  its  fling,  and  conquered 
it  both  tor  himfdf,  and  us  who  believe  in  him,  that  he 
might  raile  our  bodies  from  the  grave  to  an  incorrupt¬ 
ible,  unfading  ami  de  at  bids  mb  nuance  of  all  glory  and 
bleffednefr,  after  his  example,  in  conformity  to  him, 
and  hy  virtue  derived  from  him* 

5S  In  icficsion  rherefure  upon,  and  as  a  practical  im¬ 
provement  of  all  tins,  my  brethren,  who  are  thus  be¬ 
loved  of  God,  wnd  exceeding  dear  to  me,  be  ye  excit¬ 
ed,  animated  atul  encouraged  to  be  (*£,*«*  )  firm  an*! 
lUblc  ic  the  fjith,  bone,  and  holy  prafefljon  of  the  gnf- 

r-1 


Ch.  xv.  The  Firfl  Epifiie  to  the  Cohintrians  farapbrajkL  l8j 


fift  tm*tiovwblc, 
ul*aTS  abofl  ndin  g 
In  iht  work  of 
the  Ion  A 

midi  as  feknnw 

thi*  your  Uhoiir 
:«  »-«  to  v.iin  in 

sin:  LunL 


pel,  and  particularly  with  rcfpc£t  ro.wbat  had  been 
preached  to  you*  and  ye  have  received*  about  the  aton¬ 
ing  death*  and  refurrettton  of  Chrift,  as  the  head  of 
the  church*  and  about  a  glorious  resurrection  of  tbe 
ftint s  to  eternal  life  through  him  :  (vfr,  3.  Lee 
the  certain  evidence  ye  have  of  the  truth  of  all  this, 
and  of  its  vaft  importance*  determine  you*  by  divine 
grace*  to  continue  grounded  and  fettled  on  the  faith *  tbat 
neither  the  artifices  of  cunning  men*  the  corruptions  of 
your  own  hearts*  the  Temptations  of  fataa*  nor  the  al¬ 
lurements  or  terrors  of  this  evil  world*  may 'ever  move 
you  away  from  the  hope  of  the  goff  el :  (CoL  1*  53*)  And 
let  thefe  delightful  thoughts  engage  you  to  be  constant¬ 
ly*  perfeveringly,  and  invariably  entreating  and  aboun¬ 
ding,  yet  more  and  more*  in  every  good  work*  bothio 
a  way  of  fervice  and  fuffering*  which  the  Lord  Jefus 
may  call  you  to  undergo  for  his  fake*  to  his  glory*  and 
in  obedience  to  his  commands*  while  ye  dwell  in  mor¬ 
tal  flelh  ;  as  being  fully  fatisfied,  in  confideration  of 
the  power*  grace*  faithful  nets  and  promife  of  God  ;  of 
the  meritorious  death*  refurre£lion  and  interoHQon  of 
Omit  \  and  of  your  vita!  union*  and  covenant- relation 
to  him*  that  your  work  of  faith  and  labour  of  love  fliall 
not  be  loft*  or  forgotten  of  God  ;  (Heb.  vi,  10.)  but 
that*  as  he  will  be  with  you*  to  afitft  you  in  it*  living 
and  dying  here  ;  fu  lie  will  crown  it  all*  with  an  ample 
recom  pence,  in  the  realms  of  immortal  life  and  honour 
at  the  refurreftion  of  the  juft*  (Luke.  xiv.  14.)  through 
and  on  account  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Lord*  the 
Redeemer* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

How  eon  Firmed,  important,  and  delightful,  are  the  doctrines  of  the  atoning 
death  of  Chrift,  and  of  his  remrrtdlion,  and  the  reftirrettion  of  the  fruits  to.  e- 
ternal  life  through  him  l  The  Scripiurcs  of  the  Old  Teft ament*  and  tuany  faith* 
ful  witnefles  of  the  New*  iir-lte  their  trilimony  to  the  refurreftion  of  our  Lord 
from  the  dead ;  and  at  furtly  as  he  rote  to  a  glorious  life,  all,  that  are  his,  fliall 
rift  after  him  ;  in  their  proper  Lime  and  order :  For  he  is  the  firfl-fruit  of  them 
that  rivcp  in  l»*m  5  and*  coufidering  Idm  as  th ejicond  Adam*  and  covenant- 
brad,  hoc  ttmut  but  have  as  much  virtue  to  raifethem  to  evtrhfiing  life*  as  the 
firji  Adv&i  and  covenant-head  had*  to  fubjtdt  them  to  corporal  death*  and  all 
the  mifcrft&  thut  attend  it,  O  wonderful  contrivance  and  operation  of  divine 
wifdomand  gnee*  that  as  by  man  came  death ;  fo  by  man*  who  is  alffl  the  Lord 
front  heaven*  came  the  refumttnui  of  the  dead  1  How  ihoekmg  and  dangerous 
arc  the  abfurdhics  of  denying  theft  fundamental  an  idee  of  Chriftianity  !  If 
there  be  no  Truth  in  theft,  the  a  potties,  though  humble  and  holy  men*  who  own¬ 
ed  themftlves  to  be  what  they  were,  by  the  grace  ot  Cod,  were  downright  de- 
%  ring  and  wilful  liars;  the  death  of  Chrift*  ami  all  our  faith  and  hope  in  him 
are  vain,  and  we  are  ftill  under  the  guilt  and  power  of  our  Elis;  they  that  have 
died  in  the  fa:* h  «f  Chrift,  and  fii  Acred  martyrdom  for  his  frkes  arc  loft  for  ever ; 
iu:d  the?  that  hr.ve  been  encouraged*  b>  ihcir  exam  pie*  to  make  a  folemw-pro- 
iuE'js  of  ;:3 i-.e,  have  wretchedly  deluded  ;  and  Cliriftiaita*  cf  all  men 
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In  this  world,  are  the  molt  mifmble,  and  ad  the  moft  fooKih-  part  imaginable* 
In  exposing  themfcWrs  to  difgrace,  h^rdfliips,  and  danger*  on  his  account,  rather 
than  enjoying  the  cafe  and  honours*  plenty  and  pleafurts  uf  this  life,  without 
fear  of  any  thing  after  death:  Karewel  then  all  morality  and  religion  at  once. 
But*  whatever  may  be  fuggefted  to  the  contrary,  by  men  of  corrupt  minds,  there 
is  a  future  Rate  of  glory,  and  the  bodies  of  believers  ihatl  certainly  be  raffed  to 
immortalltfe,  when  ChtiR  fh,i11  have  fubdued  the  laft  enemy,  which  is  death, 
and  fhall  deliver  up  the  prefeut  administration  of  his  delegated  kingdom,  and  be 
himfelf  fubjeft  as  Man  and  Mediator,  to  the  Father,  that  every  thing  may  re¬ 
vert  tn  irs  original  order,  and  God,  inclnfive  of  Father,  Son,  atul  Spirit,  may 
be  in  all  heaveriy  bteflednefe.  And,  O  how  great  will  be  the  fplendor  and  ex¬ 
cellence  of  tbefe  rift-n  bodies,  beyond  what  they  now  are  !  Behold  a  lively  cm* 
btem  of  it  in  the  corn,  that  is  Town,  dies,  and  revives  again  with  greater  gaiety 
and  verdure  I  Behold  the  different  bodies  of  various  kinds  of  flefh,  amt  the 
different  glory  of  the  fun,  moon,  and  Itan  among  thetnfclves;  and  f  jpertor  to 
that  of  all  earthly  bodies,  though  they  were  all  formed  by  the  power  of  God, 
out  of  the  fame  original  materials!  What  canoot  the  omnipotent  God,  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  all  this,  ralfe  the  bodies  of  the  feints  to  as  much  greater  glory  hereafter, 
than  they  appear  in  here,  nnd  when  they  arc  buried  in  the  grave,  as  the  brighted 
luminary  in  heaven  outihiues  a  very  clod  of  earth  ?  One  is  as  eafy  to  him  as  the 
other.  They  are  now  corruptible,  mean,  weak,  flugpifh,  animal  and  mortal 
bodies,  bearing  the  defpicable  image  of  the  earthly  Adam  ;  but  they  (hall  thin 
be  i ^corruptible >  glorious,  powerful,  afiive,  refined  and  immortal  bodies,  bear¬ 
ing  the  illuftrinus  image  of  ChrilVs  glorified  body.  This  furprixing  change  of 
their  preterit  qualities  is  xMotutety  neceflbry  to  fit  them  for  the  heavenly  date; 
and  therefore  thofe  believers  tha*  Hull  be  alive  upon  earth,  as  well  as  thofe  that 
Ihall  be  dead  and  rotten  in  the  grave,  at  the  fecund  coming  of  Chrift,  fliall  un¬ 
dergo  a  tike  immortalizing  and  inconceivable  change;  it  being  impoifibie  that 
flcfli  and  blood,  in  their  pie tent  grofs,  corruptible,  weak,  and  mortal  condition, 
ihouid  inherit  the  kingdom  of  immortal  glory:  But  when  this  blefled  alteration 
ihall  be  mode  upon  the  body,  death  will  lx  throughly  vanquilhed,  and  abo  tithed 
for  ever,  iiow  joyfully  then  may  believers,  iu  realizing  anticipations,  triumph 
t?er  death  and  the  grave,  as  conquered  enemies,  difermed  of  their  fting,  and  of 
all  their  power,  through  the  merit  and  victory  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  l  What 
thankful  acknowledgments,  With  their  whole  hearts,  ffiould  they  render  to  God 
on  this  account)  And  how  fhould  they,  in  allured  profpefts  of  all  this,  be  ani¬ 
mated  to  the  utmofl  ftedfaftnefs,  and  perfeveranee  in  Cbrift's  wavs ;  and  go  un 
with  holy  refoltitton  and  courage  in  his  ftrength,  and  abounding*  in  bis  work; 
ax  knowing  that  their  labour  ffrall  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 


CHAP.  XVI, 

The  a pojlle  gives  orders  to  the  church  about  a  collection  for  the  poor 
faints  at  Jerufalcm,  1,-4.  Mentions  his  deftgn  of  making  them  a 
vifity  J| — 9*  Recommends  Timothy  to  therttj  and  encourages  their 
hopes  of  feeing  Apollo*  in  due  timc9  16,—  (2*  Exhorts  them  U 
Watchfvlnefs  and  fiedfqfinefs  in  faith  and  love,  and  to  jhevs  a  bectm-> 
ing  rtfprft  to  Stephanas  and  his  family%  and  to  all  his  fillow^labour* 
ers9  j  3, — i  Sends  Chrijlian  falu  tat  ions  from  himfelf  and  others  ; 

and  concludes  with  a  folemn  admonition^  benediCtion9  and  ajfirance  of 
his  own  love  to  them ,  19,-24, 

TexT'  PlRlPHEASfi*  ■s 

Tnif^heToI-  A  Sto  the  charitable  colledion,  that  Has  been  defired 
Itiftion  for  tbe  of  you,  for  the  poor  Cbriftians,  who  through  pob* 
Aicu,  u  i  hm  He  calamities,  and  their  fufferincs  for  the  cofpel,  are 

S'7"  reduced 
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given  order  to 
the  charvhcs  of 
CaLuia,  ere  a  io 

do  ye. 


*  Upon  if* 
firfl  doy  of  tHc 
'ttrtcJc,  let  every 
one  of  you  by  by 
him  io  ftore,  a* 
God  hath  prof* 
pered  him,  that 
there  be  no  ga¬ 
thering*  when  I 
come. 


3  And,  when 

p rtr  >  ou  rhalt  ap¬ 
prove-  by  yottf  Ict- 
ttr*t  them  uill  I 
fend  to  bring 
your  liberality 
unto  jerufalcm* 


4  And  If  it  be 
tact  ciut  l  go  al- 

<< 


reduced  to  extreme  neceffity  in  Judea  and  Jem  fa lem\ 
(ver.  3.}  I  would  give  the  fame  d  it  eft  ion  to  you,  as  I 

have  to  the' churches  of  Cbrilt  in  the  province  of  Gaia* 

tiat  who  readily  fell  in  with  it,  and  whuie  generous 
example  will,  1  trull,  ftir  up  a  noble  emulation  in  you  { 
fincc  ye  fo  far  exceed  them  in  temporal  riches,  as  well 
a$  in  fpiritual  gifts.  (See  the  notes  on  chap.  iv.  8.  and 
2  Cor.  viii.  2.) 

2  As  ye,  according  to  tinivcrfa!  cuftom  in  all  New 
Tc  (lament  churches,  conftantly  meet  together  for  re¬ 
ligious  worfhip,  in  commemoration  of  the  refurreftion 
of  Chrift,  every  firft  day  of  the  week,  which  is  by  way 
of  eminence  the  Lord's  aayt,  (fee  the  notes  on  John  xx. 
id.  and  Jets  xx.  7.)  and  as  that  is  a  proper  time  for 
works  of  charity,  my  advice  to  you  is,  that  every  one* 
who  is  in  any  capacity  for  it,  would  from  week  to  week 

freely  fc  pirate,  and  lay  by  him,  certain  proportions  of 

his  woildly  fubftance  for  this  charitable  ufe,  and  (s»™*- 
Kov)  put  them  into  the  common  flock  on  that  day,  as  a 
treafure  for  the  poor,  and  a  treafure  that  will  turn  to 
his  own  bell  aecoum  j  and  let  this  be  done  according  to 
the  revenue  of  his  eftate,  or  according  to  the  gains  by 
bufinefs  and  labour,  which  God  has  giveo  him,  be  ic 
more  or  lefs,,the  week  before;  that  fo,  when  I  may 
have  opportunity  of  coming  to  you,  tbe  contributions 
may  be  ready  collefted,  and  there  rosy. be  no  need  for 
me  to  excite  you  to  them  then,  or  to  wait  for  their  be¬ 
ing  brought  together. 

3  And  when,  by  the  will  of  God,  I  may  have  the 

pleafure,  as  1  hope,  of  feeing  yon,  I  will  heartily  join 
with  you  in  fending  fuch  brethren,  as  ys  may  tnink 
mod  proper,  and  fhall  recommend  by  your  letters  tef- 
timcnul  as  piudcnt,  compafFtcnate  and  faithful  per- 
lous  * ;  and  I  will  readily  concur  in  fuch  recommends* 
tion  of  them;  as  worthy  to  be  intruded  with  your  be¬ 
nevolence,  and  to  carry  it  to  our  indigent  fellow  Chrif- 
tians  at  Jerufalem ,  and  in  the  adjacent  country  of  Judeat 
as  tbe  free  gift*  which  God  has  inclined,  and 

enabled  you  to  bellow  upon  them,  and  which  ye  have 
cheerfully  done,  from  a  fenfe  of  his  rich  love  and  grace 
both  to  them  and  you. 

4  And  if  it  fhould  be  thought  needful,  convenient, 
or  fit,  and  might  be  oF  any  advantage  to  the  pi^ 
ous  arid  benevolent  defign,  for  me  alfo  to  accompany 
them  in  that  errand,  1  will  take  them  along  with  me, 

when 

T  E. 

of  recommendation*  bnt  tbertU  no  ino»n< 
JitteDcciniiippofihettat  both  might  be  mein  t* 

if  needful! 


O 

*  Thu  paftage,  as  pointed  with  a  t%mmaw 
befcrc*  or  aftt  ,  iv  fclter,  niay  liquify  jd- 
tbei  tbf  apod's  oin.  or  xhc  choices 
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lo,  they  fhall  go 

with  DIC* 


5  Hour  1  will 
cucnc  unto  yoo^ 
urben  f  ftkall  pvfs 
through  Macedo¬ 
nia  :  (for  I  do 
pift  through  Mm* 
tecknria :) 

6  And  ft  may 
be  chat  I  will  a 
bide,  y^a,  anj 
win rer  with  y.*u, 
that  y^;  may 

bring  me  on  my 
journey,  wlutlier- 
focicr  f  go* 


when  L  may  go  to  Jerufalem^  and  give  them  all  the  af* 
fifUnce  awl  encouragement,  I  am  capable  of,  in  dif* 
charging  that  important  trull. 

j  In  the  mean  while,  ye  may  be  well  allured,  that, 
if  my  affairs  admit  of  it,  1  fully  intend  to  make  you  a 
vifit,  when  I  ihall  have  gone  through  Macedonia  *  ;  For 
it  is  my  prefent  purpofe  to  make  a  tour  through  that 
Grecian  province,  as  fexm  as  I  have  fuiifiied  the  work, 
to  which  I  am  called  at  Ephcfvs*  (ver*  8*) 

6  And  in  cafe  providence  ihall  dire£t  my  courfc,  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  prefent  views,  1  may  probably  flay  a 
coniidenblc  time,  and  even  fpend  all  the  winter  feafon 
with  you  in  hopes  of  finding  fuch  an  intereft  in  your 
friendship,  no:wirhftandingthe  parties  which  have  been 
made  againft  me,  that,  when  1  take  my  leave  of  you  in 
the  fpring,  ye  will  fend  feme  of  your  brethren,  as  is 
ctiftomary  with  the  churches,  in  token  of  refpect  and 
kindneik*  to  accompany,  conduct  and  fupply  me  in  my 

{'ourncy*  [TiU  Hi.  13*)  to  wbat  place  foever  I  may  then 

>e  bound. 


t  For  I  will 
not  ice  you  now 
by  the  way,  for  I 
trnft  Co  tarry  a 
while  with  you,  if 
the  Lord  permit* J 


8  Tint  T  will 
tarry  at  Ephdps 
until  PeniecoiL 


7  For  fuch  is  my  affection  toward  you,  and  concern 

for  you,  and  I  promife  myfclf  fo  much  plcafure  in  fee¬ 
ing,  and  converting  with  you,  that  it  would  not  fatisfy 
me  to  make  you  only  a  ihort  tranCent  vi (it  now,  as  it 
were  enpaffant  j  hut  1  hope  to  continue  fomc 

length  of  time  with  you,  to  affiff  you  in  your  fpiiitual 
affairs,  Dnd  fct  thofe  things  ro  rights,  that  are  amiis  a- 
mcmg  you,  {chap*  xu  34*)  if  it  (hall  pleafe  rhe  Lord, 
whole  kingdom  rules  over  all,  to  difpofe  of  me  and  my 
fcrvices  fo,  as  to  admit  of  it.  {Jam*  iv.  1  j.) 

8  Uut  it  feems  neceflary  for  me  to  (lay  yet  a  while  at 
E  -tfus  f  j  till  it  may  be  full  time  tofet  out  for  Jcru* 
Jaltmi  to  be  there  at  pentecoft,  not  ro  celebrate  that 
feaft,  which  Is  now  no  longer  obligatory  to  be  kept  as 
a  religious  fefliva! ;  but  to  take  an  opportunity  of  m^k- 
iog  known  what  the  Lord  has  done  by  me  in*  my  tra¬ 
vels 


K  o  T  £  s, 

verfe,  and  from  die  CduuJw,  font  fr^-n 


*  In  thit  and  the  three  following  verfeii* 
the  apoftle  fpeafcs  of  the  firhemc  he  hod  laid 
in  his  own  mind,  not  under  any  immediate 
infpiration  or  fujigeftion  of  the  Spirit  ;  but 
in  the  ordii  ary  way  of  DiCr/s  forming  iheir 
purpotes,  according  io  the  present  appcir- 
atiees  of  rhinos:  and  therefore  he 
thh  defign  with  a  reforve,  if  ibe  L',rJ  permit t 
(ver  7.)  and,  in  the  event,  rt  Appears  from 
1  Corm\.  i  6,  that  he  w-4*t  prrvenied 
routing  this  fenemts;  and  h  Jccr.15  from 
jlffr  ex.  r.  ihat  by  mean*  ot  t l\e  uproar  at 
ErpkfJuSt  he  was  Voiced  away  from  thence, 
former  than  he  had  intended, 
t  it  appear*  li^hiy  from 


the  rhurHies  in  yf/ld,  {vst.  10*)  that  the 

apolUe  wrote  this  eptfoc  from  and 

not,  as  the  puElicript  lays,  from  rfiiitpx : 
For  Ph.llppt  was  a  city  of  Afrtir.-fcwitf  in  K  r- 
Fvpc}  Aft*  \vL  n,  and  the  up-djlc  teas  in  t 
yet  come  to  MffCro'on:^  as 

of  ibis  chapter  ;  Hut  Kphefnt  ^vas 
:hc  hlerropnUs  of  the  Proconsular 
And  there  letm*  tr>  be  aiiwthvr  utiriake  in 
the  poiifcripl,  whic!'  fptaks  #*i'  tiiia  f Hu 1 .? 

being  font  by  I7i.nt*/'v;  «hcrcis  the  apoflle 
fpesks  doub:f[i1iy,  vcr.  jo,  of  Ttawi-^s 
reaehtng  C«nr<:«i^\'d:oti^!i  he  lud  b:^- 
thiflicr.  chap,  iv.  17* 
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9  For  a  freat 
er<H#r  miH  ctWtual 

\y  UjVi^l  UPtO 
n*eT  .  ;id  ttvr?  zn* 
B'u'iv  \d\  eriarics. 


lo  NowifTi- 
r:orhcu5tomc,t"« 
tlia t  he  may  be 
with  voU  without 

X 

fear:  tWl^cwork- 
tfh  tLe  «'ork  of 
r^c  Lord,  as  1  al¬ 
ii  •  »?. 


u  \m  tfcere- 
fne  no  man  tit-* 
JViur  him ;  but 

r 

ci'vdttOhim  forth 

:u  peace,  that  he 

u:..y  i^me  unfo 

£t^-;  for  1  look 

^for 


yds*  and  of  ferving  his  caufe  among  the  vaft  multitudes 
of  Jew*  and  profelytes,  which  will  be  there  on  that  cx> 
cafion  :  Till  that  time  I  think  of  abiding  here. 

9  For  God  has  opened  a  large  field  of  fervice  for  me 
at  this  place;  the  word  of  the  Lore!  runs  and  i$  glori¬ 
fied,  is  freely  preached  and  made  effectual  to  the  cod- 
verfion  of  many  foub,  as  I  alfo  hope,  through  grace*  it 
will  he  to  (till  many  more:  And  1  am  the  rather  in¬ 
duced  to  continue  here,  as  iongasl  wellcan  ;  btreaufc, 
though  I  have  hot  work  of  it,  ’tis  of  importance  for  me 
to  make  a  (land  again  ft,  and  confute  the  great  num¬ 
bers  of  fubcil  and  furious  antagonifU  *,  who  are  pre¬ 
judiced  againft  Chrift  and  his  ways  a&d  who,  envying 
my  fuccefs  fee  themfelves  to  oppefe  me  and  my  mi- 
niftrarions,  and  to  oh  (truck  the  progreis  of  the  gofpeh, 
and  pervert  thofe  that  have  received  it. 

10  Now  if  the  beloved  and  faithful  Timothy  whom 
I  have  fent,  [chap,  iv.  17*)  (hould  arrive  fafe,  as  I  hope 
he  will,  among'  you  ;  fee  that  ye  treat  him  in  fuch  a 
friendly,  peaceable,  and  orderly  manner,  as  (ball  be 
a  comfort,  and  not  a  trouble  to  him ;  and  do  all  that  in 
you  lies  to  prevent  bis  being  difeouraged*  and  to  fecure 
him  from  the  danger  of  infults  by  the  factious  parties  a- 
mong  you,  on  account  of  the  juft  reproofs,  which  he 
may  be  obliged  to  give  to  fuch  of  you,  as  walk  diforder- 
ly :  Forheismy  dear  fcltow~labourer  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord  Jefus,  and  comes  to  you  upon  the  very  fame 
buftnris,  with  the  fame  fpirit,  and  the  fame  fincere  af¬ 
fection  to  you,  as  I  myfclf  (hould,  were  I  to  be  prefent 
with  you. 

1 1  Let  none  of  you  therefore  think  meanly  of  him, 
or  behave  difrefpettfully  towards  him,  or  flight  what 
he  may  fay  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  Chrift, 
bccaufe  of  his  youth  (1  Tim .  jv.  1.)  but  ufe  him  well, 
while  he  is  with  you,  and  rreat  him  kindly  at  his  leaving 
you  ;  let  fame  of  you  attend  him  in  his  way,  to  ihew  him 
due  refpedi;  to  guard  him  againft  mifehiefs  from  wick¬ 
ed  and  unreafonable  men;  and  to  fupply  him  with  ne- 
criTaries  in  his  journey*  that  he  may  return  back  to  me 
and  other  friends*  with  comfort,  before  I  leave  Ephc- 
fm\  Fori*  and  feverai  brethren  with  rue  here  live 


N  o  T  K. 

*  Mr  TjU%  on  (bis  paflage  ohfciv«t  that  whom  tlic  apoftlc  wit  to  as  it  were, 
aroftJe  ftetns  plainly  to  allude  to  the  and  ftrive  io  out  do.  -  And  he  refers  for 
tvjjCWai  Alaiitfif*  from  whence  the  rate-  further  explication  of  thii  thuuglitto  Jattbue 
horfes  and  chariots  were  Wont  to  be  ibtnefh  Lriiut,  m  his  rfgwifika  Sacra,  di>p.  30. 
Ard  ili is  U  very  much  countenanced  by  the  'f  Wttb  brctbn-H,  may  rmte  <Mtcr  to 
phtafe  arlixfiyifot*  thofc  ttJvcrfirlcs  anfwer-  iliofc  that  were  with  the  a  pottle,  or  to  thole 
to  the  wiagMPjt*  ui  the  rac*st  a^aipA  that  mijht  comtf  with  Timwhj. 
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for  him  with  the 
brethren*  .. 

1 1  At  touch* 
ifljt  oLr  brother 
Apollo*,  T  grot¬ 
ty  defined  him  to 
come  unto  you 
yith  the  bre¬ 
thren  ;  but  his 
will  wu  Dot  it  alt 
to  come  at  this 
time;  but  ht  will 
come  when  he 
fhall  hare  coove- 
iknt  time* 


13  Watch  ye, 
Aind  lift  ia  the 
faith,  quit  you 
like  men ,  be 
tkmog* 


in  expeflation  and  defire  of  feeing  him  again,  together 
with  fuch  brethren,  as  may  accompany  him* 

12  As  to  oar  dear  brother,  the  eloquent  Afdhi  tho* 
feme  of  you  bave  ranked  yourfelves  under  him,  as  the 
bead  of  a  parry,  in  oppofition  to  me,  (chap*  Hi*  4,)  I 
was  fi  nee  rely  and  very  earneftly  defirous  and  impon  un¬ 
ate  with  him,  that  he  would  go  along  with  the  breth¬ 
ren,  who  bring  this  letter  to  you  3  as  being  well  fans* 
fied  that  he  would  by  no  means  encourage,  but  do  ail 
that  in  him  lies,  to  difcountenance  party  dmJions  a* 
mong  you}  and  as  having  hope  that  his  intereft  with 
fuch,  as  have  fheltered  themfelves  under  his  name, 
might  put  an  end  to  their  faQious  temper  and  views  : 
But  he,  bearing  the  like  tender  and  refpeflful  regard  to 
me,  as  I  do  to  him,  was  not  willing  to  come  juft  now  ; 
left  it  (bould  have  a  contrary  efleG,  or  be  tnrerpreted 
by  fornc,  as  though  he  would  ingratiate  Mm/Vlf  with 
you,  at  the  expcnce  of  my  character ;  Neverthclefs  fuch 
is  his  afieftion  to  you,  and  concern  for  you,  that  he  in¬ 
tends,  God  willing,  to  pay  you  a  vifit,  when  it  maybe 
more  feafonable  for  him  and  you  ** 

13  To  conclude  my  admonitions  and  advices,  Let 
me  m treat  you  to  keep  a  wakeful  and  ftrict  guard  upon 
yourfelves,  againft  all  the  defigns  of  thofe,  that  would 
impofe  upon  you,  and  either  by  terrors  or  allurements 
or  fubtile  artifices,  would  carry  you  off  from  the  truth 
and  holinefs  of  the  gofpet  ;  watch  a  gain  ft  all  tempta¬ 
tions,  watch  over  your  own  fpirits  ;  watch  unto  pray¬ 
er,  and  for  divine  aibftaxices  in  it,  as  alfo  for  returns 
of  mercy  in  anfwer  to  it  r  See  that  ye  continue  ftead- 
faft  in  the  belief  of  thofe  important  doctrines;  which 
ye  have  received  from  the  apo  files  of  Chrift  ;  adhere 
firmly  to  them ;  live  by  faith  upon  them ;  Hand  up  for 
them;  and  abide  unfhaken,  and  with  perfeverance,  in 
your  profeOion  of  them  ;  Behave  yourfelves  with  wif- 
dom,  courage,  and  holy  refolution  in  your  attachment 
to  tbc  truths  and  ways  of  our  Lord,  in  the  face  of  all 
oppofitiOD  and  danger;  acquit  yourfelves  in  theexercifc 
of  every  duty,  and  in  refitting  every  fin  and  temptation 
like  men  grown  up  to  maturity  of  judgment  and  un- 
derftanding,  and  to  full  ftrength  and  eftablifhment  in 

Chrift. 


K  0 

JThe  tttTo ns  of  Ptfarfs  ddlriag  ApoJkst 
of  Apoiitj'i  Dot  ehooling,  to  at  chut 
tine,  wot  very  probably  tnde  hinted  id 
the  panphrale  ;  and  lb  ddfearer  a .  moft  cx- 
(dleot  and  exeoipiary  faint  in  them  Intli, 
ai  amiituaUflctfidn  fubliftcd  hasten  them, 
%ad  neither  of  them  emyed,  was  jealous 


14  And 

T  E. 

of,  or  would  detnft  froth  tbc  other1 :  how 
much  for rer  diifcxent  panics  at  C*ns« 
might  run  down  one  and  cry  up  the  otfcrr : 
Or,  perhaps,  Apoifos  mignt  have  fun* 
work  st  Kpixfos,  or  elfewhent,  of  too  gul 
for  him  to  neglect  juft  ibca* 
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r*  Let  a  11  your 

(liings  be  dgDe 
with  chsriiy. 


1  $  I  beftech 

)  wii  t  brethren  * 
(ve  "iii-Tiv  the 
hiTO^c  of  Stepha¬ 
nas,  lhil1  it  i&  the 

firft  -  fruits  of 
Achsla,  and  that 
thev  hav;  addic¬ 
ted  them  ft  Ives  to 
the  minillr}'  of 
the  feints,) 


1 6  That  ye 
fubmit  Tourichct 
onto  mch»  and 

to  every  one  that 
beipeth  with  nst 

ral  laboured]. 


it  I  am  glad 

of  the  coming  of 
Sic-ijhaim ,  and 

For'.nnati^,  and 
Actuka?  :  for 

tlttE 


14  And  fee  to  at,  that  whatfoever  ye  do,  in  defehetj 
of  the  faith,  in  worlhip  and  difcipHne,  and  in  common 
converfation,  it  be  with  a  fpirit  of  mecknefs  and  love, 
for  promoting  peace  and  purity  and  dotirine  and  man* 
tiers,  together  with  the  good  and  edification  of  each  o- 
ther,  and  of  the  whole  church. 

15  I  eainetUy  intreat  you,  my  dear  brethren  in  the 
Lord, 'to  (hew  a  particular  refpeft  to  the  family  of  Ste~ 
phana*)  which  1  rnyfrlf  baptized,  (See  the  note  on 
chap*  i.  16*)  and  which  *,  as  yc  well  know,  (fee  the 
fecond  note  on  Ram *  zvi*  5*)  were  the  firft  family  of 
converts  in  all  Achata ,  the  province  in  which  your  city 
Hands  ;  and  fo,  like  the  firft  fruits  that  were  offered  to 
God  under  the  law,  they  had  the  honour  of  being  the 
pledge  and  earneft  of  the  great  harveft  of  fouls,  that 
have  been  fincc  gathered  to  Chrjft  there  ;  ye  alfo  know 
that  they  have  remarkably  approved  themfelvea  fin  cere 
dtfcipieSj  and  faithful  fervants  of  the  Lord  Jcfus,  as 
having  devoted  tbemfelvcs,  in  an  orderly  manner, 
(<**&** t*vr*c J  unto,  and  laid  themfelves  out  in,  fuccour- 
ing  and  fupporting  his  poor  members  f;  in  aflifting, 
cherifliing,  and  fupplying  the  wants  of  his  holy  minify 
ters)  and  in  managing  the  affairs  of  the  church,  and 
doing  every  thing  that  they  have  been  capable  of,  and 
called  to,  for  promoting  its  interefts  on  ail  occ&fions. 

t6  1  beieech  you,  that,  in  Head  of  being  carried  a* 
way  by  your  new  upftan  teachers,  ye  would  reverence, 
honour  and  efteem,  be  direQed  by,  and  copy  after  the 
laudable  example  of  thefc,  and  fnch  as  thefe  who  have 
fignaliz’d  themfelves  as  faithful  to  Chrift  and  his  church 
and  that  ye  would  Jhew  the  like  acknowledgment  and 
regard  to  every  one,  that  joins  with  us,  the  apofties  of 
Chrift  the  lame  fpirit,  for  fuppomng  and  promoting 
the  gofpel,  and  that  labours  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  ; 
whether  it  be  hy  preaching,  or  in  any  other  way,  as 
being  embarked  in  the  fame  glorious  caufe  with  us. 

17  I  greatly  rejoice  that  fo  ivortby  and  prudent  bre* 
thren,  as  Stephanas  and  Fortunatus  and  Achaicus »  came 
from  you  with  your  Letter  to  me  |  j  For  they  have  let 

me 


N  O  T  E, 

*  Ft  host'  may  be  rendered  im-  deacons,  as  wdlas,  nrrathcr  than,in  prcach- 

pcrativcly,  i n  which  fenfe  it  if  ing  the  jofpd  ;  but  the  paraphraft  is  form- 

tanfirfcftd  ia  the  former  pun  of  the  para-  cd  hurc  and  in  the  next  verfe,  hi  fuel*  a  min- 
pjirife  on  this  rerfe-  ner,  a*  may  be  slfo  applied  to  tht  Lad* 

f  Tht  Jmntc  «r  holy  ciw  may  relate  to  f  We  kilo#  nothing  of  theft  ibrw  per* 
as  welt  as  people \  and  tbt  mtnij*  funs*  more  than  what  it  here  feld  of  tlion, 
p-jefj  or  rathtr  tht  tm*  and  is  obfcrvcd  of  StrphoEes,  vet*  15. 

■ywff)  feems  to  be  meant  of  miniftring  to  They  it  teems,  were  the  roefknfers  that  at*- 
the  feint*  in  a  way  of  pioos  and  chariublc  tended  the  letter  from  the  church  U*  the  ** 
aiCtiaiKC,  web  as  Xiongs  to  lha  office  of  pofUe,  (See  the  note  oa  chap*  riL)  and 

tbeb 
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thit  which 
lacking  on  your 
pan  they  bare 
Applied* 


ift  For  they 
hare  refreshed 
my  (pint  and 
yoors;  therefore 
Acknowledge  y* 


them 

fich. 


that  are 


v#  The  church¬ 
es  of  Afiafahite 
you*  Aquilaand 
Prifcilk  falnte 

yoo  much  in  the 
I/ffd,  with  the 
church  that  is  m 
their  houfe* 


i«  MI  the  bre¬ 
thren  greet  you* 
Greet  jtoneiD{H 

thcr  with  an  holy 
kit* 


ir  The  ftluta- 
tlon  of  me  Paul 

with  mine  own 

hand. 


me  into  a  better  and  more  thorough  view  of  the  prefent 
affairs  of  your  church,  than  1  ever  had  before;  and 
have  been  made  up  whar  was  wanting  in  your  letter  10 
fet  your  c^fe  in  the  mow  favourable  light  in  which  I 
now  fee  it,  and  by  which  I  perceive  that,  bad  as  things 
are*  they  are  better  with  many  of  you  than  I  feared* 

18  For  their  prefence  and  conversion  is  extremely 
agreeable  to  me ;  and  they  have  afted  fo  fair  and  can¬ 
did  a  part  in  reprefenting  your. temper  and  corulufl  as 
has  been  very  pleafing  to  my  own  mind*  and  cannot  but 
be  fo  to  yours  >  and  ye  wiil  doubtlefs  fhare  with  me  in 
the  joy  I  have*  by  means  of  what  they  have  faid  to  re* 
move  fome  mifunderfUndiags  and  jtaloufies  that  might 
otherwife  have  arofc  between  you  and  me:  Ye  there¬ 
fore  ought  to  have  the  greatell  veneration  and  refpecfc 
for  fuch  excellently  fpirited  men,  as  put  the  mod  cha¬ 
ritable  conftrtiftton  upon  your  behaviour,  and  are  wil- 
ling  to  make  the  bed  of  you. 

19  The  churches  of  Chrid  here,  in  the  leffer  Afta% 
(fee  tbe  uote  on  ver,  8  )  cordially  wifh  you  the  bed  of 
bleflings  from  tbe  Lord  Jefus.  The  noted  Aquila  and 
PrifciHa ,  that  exemplary  am)  eminently  religious  pair* 
who  refide  at  Ephe/us^  [Ads*  xviii*  24,  26,  compared 
with  xix*  I.)  fpeak  abundantly  of  their  ardent  defires, 
tbat  ye  may  be  blcffed  wich  all  fpirirml  bleflings  in 
heavenly  things  in  Chriit  Jefus:  and  fo  do  tbeir  amiable 
family*  which,  like  the  heads  of  it,  are  an  ornament 
to  their  holy  profdfion*  See  tbe  notes  on  Rom,  xvi, 

3*  S-)  , 

20  All  the  Chriftian  brethren,  that  are  with  me  fend 
their  religious  and  affectionate  rcfped3  to  you :  {See 
that  ye  wich  like  fpiritiul  affection,  and  (incere  good 
wilt  falutc  each  other  in  the  Lord,  with  all  the  ufuai 
forms  of  exprefiing  it,  in  fuch  a  holy  manner  as  be¬ 
comes  faints.  See  the  note  on  Rom ,  xvi*  16. 

21  As  to  myfelf,  none  can  he  more  felicitous  for, 
and  heartily  defirous  of,  your  fouITs  profperity  in  all 
things  ;  in  tedimony  of  which,  I  Pnul}  give  it  under 
my  own  hand-  writing  %  though  in  the  reft  of  the  epullc 
I  have  employed  an  Amannenfti  totranfmitany  thoughts 
to  you.  (fee  the  note  on  Rm*  xvh  22.) 

22  0:dy 

nr*  t: 

*■  fm  * 

icL'=v'rt  to -  ir  lc^crf  in  which,  (as  psrnfl* 
tmdrr  i  humb^kig  icnfc  of  Gfl  ire  apt  to  flo) 
t:icv  Eud  ii t  forth  the  b^l  thing-  *ro'»n£ 
them,  in  fuch  a  tlnm«  Ugh**  a*  mighi  tar.e 
io  uti  L;?  ibink  tbat  there  vas  little  good  k't 
or  that  the  jiumbcrof  thofiti  chat  walked 
dl^orda!/,  yrca:cf *  tlun  it  rwUj  w*** 


NO 

their  fuppU\i$  Tjhai  tv  tj  fecklug  on  tbe 

church's  hvi<  t  meant  of  a»ty 

fupply;  for  the  apo^Ee  ab'chucl?  r.flifLii 
everything  of  that  kind  from  t'vcm,  as  ap¬ 
pears  from  chap*  ix>  il — tH  ;  but  it  relates 
lo  the  fuller  and  more  advartt ancons  repre* 
fen  ration,  tbefe  good  men  bad  made  of  the 
CvrixlfliafU)  chan  Uvy  Lutd  given  of  then** 
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it  If  any  man 
lo vt  Dot  the  I»rd 

Jdiis  Chdft,  let 
him  be  Attache* 
nu$  Miruath»t 


13  The  grace 
of  oar  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifl  be  with 
you. 


14  My  love  be 
with  you  at!  in 

Chrifi 


22  Only  permit  me*  at  the  fame  time*  to  leave  with 
you  this  folemn  warning  again  ft  the  falfe  teachers,  that 
trouble  and  would  pervert  you  ;  If  any  of  them,  or  in¬ 
deed  any  one  whatsoever,  be  his  character  and  preten¬ 
ces  what  they  will,  prove  an  enemy  to  the  perfon,  of¬ 
fices  and  grace,  do&rincs  and  commands  of  our  dear 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefiis  Chrift  ;  if  he  be  difaffefted  to 
him;  if  he  obftinately  reject  and  oppofc  him  ;  or  if  he 
apoftatize  from  him*  and,  through  the  temptations  of 
this  world,  caft  ofFhis  love  to  him  and  profeflion  of  his 
name,  let  fuch  an  one  be  looked  upon  as  execrable  and 
abominable  ;  and  let  him  be  caft  out  of  the  church  and 
fo  delivered  up,  in  calc  of  final  obitjnacy,  to  the  mod 
terrible  judgment,  and  heavieft  curfc,  that  the  righte¬ 
ous  God  (hall  fee  fit  to  in[li£l  upon  him  * ;  and,  unlefs 
he  be  brought  to  repentance,  let  him  be  left  to  be  pun- 
iftied  with  cveriafting  deffruftion  from  the  prefence  of 
the  Lord,  and  the  glory  of  his  power,  when  he  ihall 
come  to  judge  the  world  at  the  laft  day* 

24  The  (Salutation,  which  I  now  add  with  much 
greater  pleafure,  than  I  fiad  in  anathematizing  any  one 
whatfoever,  and  which  films  up  all  my  defires  for  you 
In  a  few  comprehenfive  words,  is  this,  May  the  free  fa¬ 
vour  of  Jefus  Chrift,  your  Lord  and  mine,  be  extend¬ 
ed  to,  and  continually  abide  with  all,  and  every  one 
of  you  in  the  utmoft  fulnefs  of  its  ample  and  diftin- 
guifhing  fruits  and  effects,  to  your  prefent  eftabliih* 
ment  and  edification  in  faith,  comfort  and  holinefs,  and 
to  your  eternal  falvarion* 

24  To  conclude,  Though  I  have  been  obliged  in 
faithfulnefs  to  reprove  you,  with  juft  feverity,  for  many 
things  that  have  been  atnifs  among  you  ;  yet  it  has  been 
merely  in  love  for  your  own  good;  and  my  heart  is  fo 
far  from  being  cool  toward  you,  or  alienated  from  you, 
and  prejudiced  againft  you,  that  my  moft  fincere affec¬ 
tion  and  beft  willies,  together  with  the  utmoft  that  I 
am,  or  ever  may  be,  capable  of  doing  for  your  fpiritu- 
al  benefit  +,  attend  you  alt  for  Chrift’s  fake,  on  account 
of  your  relation  to  him,  and  in  reflection  upon  the  pri¬ 
vileges  and  blcffings,  that  ye  are  favoured  with  in,  and 

through 


NOTES.. 

*  A aathtmat  liquifies  *  thing  devoted  to  proved  for  their  faults 

de(trudioQt  and  is  a  Sjriac  with  fuch  an  aflurjnctf  of  fovt,  a*  Is  not 

word,  which  fignifies  tbt  Lord  wmtt  ;  and  to  be  found  vl  die  erd  of  any  other  of  his 
lb  dcnotei  the  fevertft  vengeance*  iftat  is  Co  cpiftks*  that  he  mipht  convince  them  of  ' 
he  executed  at  his  coming  to  judgment.  hU  good  will  in  alt  that  he  had  laid;  bq4 
t  Tt  i *  with  incomparable  tweetnefs  and  might  take  oft'  their  prejudices  aatiinft  it, 
prudent  mfinuattan,  that  the  apuftle  clof«  and  pive  it  ihc  moie  diy  seed's  10  thdr 
an  cpiltk,  in  which  he  had  fo  flurpiy  re.  minds. 

Yvl.  IV,  y  N 
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chriti  Jcfus.  A-  through  him.  To  allure  you  of  which,  and  of  my  car- 
ractl'  neft  defire  and  hope,  that  yc  may  be  abundantly  and  e- 

tenially  bJeflcd,  1  lay,  jimm* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  incumbent  Is  the  duty  of  giving  charitable  relief  to  our  fellow  Chrifttans! 
Good  miniflers  are  willing  to  do  ail  they  can  to  encourage  and  promote  it,  and 
to  fee  that  the  liberality  of  churches*  under  their  care*  te  duly  applied;  every 
believer  fltouhl  he  ready  to  join  in  it,  and  be  continually  laying  by  Jomethmg  for 
it,  in  proportion  to  the  prosperity,  which  God,  whofe  bleffing  makes  rich,  is 
pleated  to  give  him  in  his  temporal  affairs;  the  generofity  of  Tome  ill  out  d  excite 
others  to  n  noble  emulation,  according  to  their  rcfpe&i ye  abilities  ;  and  collections 
for  Inch  ull6,  are  very  proper  to  attend  our  works  of  piety  on  the  Lord’s  dr.ys. 
How  defimua  are  the  fervaats  of  Chrift  to  go,  urftay,  where -ever  he  calls  them, 
with  an  inlire  fubrniflimi  the  will  of  God  !  And  what  a  pleafure  is  it  for  them 
to  abide,  where  an  effectual  door  is  opened  for  them  to  preach  the  gofpel  with 
fuccef3,  though  they  meet  with  ever  fo  much  oppotirion  from  their  adverfaries ! 
With  what  brotherly  lcve  fhonld  follow  labourers  honour  one  another,  free  from 
all  jeatoufy  or  envy  !  And  with  what  chcerfulncfej  efteem,  and  refpect  fhonld 
churches  receive  all  thofe  that  are  well  recommended  to  them,  as  engaged  in  the 
fame  work  of  the  Lord  with  the  apqftlcs,  and  as  faithful  in  devoting  thrmfelvei 
to  the  fcrvicc  of  the  faints!  What  need  have  real  Chriftians  to  be  excited  to 
waichfutnefs*  and  ftedfiiftnds  i«  faith  and  love !  And  while  they  reject  thofe  with 
deteftatjon  that  difeover  an  enmity  or  difrfiedion  to  Chrift,  and  leave  them,  tho' 
with  tender  reluctance  to  his  righteous  judgment,  at  his  fccond  coming *  how 
affectionately  Jhould  his  difriplcs  tefttfy  their  love  one  to  another,  in  courteous 
and  religious  (Mutations,  as  well  ns  in  all  other  ways!  And  how  heartily  fhculd 
they  fay.  Amen,  to  the  folenm  benedictions  of  thofe  that  minifterin  facred  things, 
as  joining,  their  own  delires  and  prayers,  that  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefiis  Chrift 
way  be  with  all  thofe  that  love  him  in  fmeerlty  and  truth  ! 


A  PRACTICAL 

EXPOSITION 

O  F  T  H  E 

Second  Epiftle  of  the  ApofUc  Paul 

t  o  T  H  E 

CORINTH  IANS, 


In  the  Form  of  a  Paraphrase, 


The  Preface  to  the  Second  Epiftle  to  die  CO  R  I N- 

7"  H I A  N  S. 


THIS  fecond  epiftle  of  the  apofUc  Paul  to  the  Corinthhim  was 

very  probably  wrote  from  Philippi,  a  city  of  Macedonia,  about  a 
year  after  the  former :  For  it  was  after  he  bad  been  at  Trcaj, 
and  returned  to  Macedonia ,  and  while  Timothy  was  with  him  in  his  fo 
corn!  journey  thither,  as  appears  by  comparing  chap ,  j.  i,  and  ii*  12 
n,  with  jf£ls  xix*  aa,  and  xx*  1 — 4  :  And  as,  at  the  clofe  of  his  firft, 
cplftle,  he  gave  orders  concerning  a  collection  for  the  poor  faints  at  7^- 
rzifatcm  ;  Co  in  this,  chap *  ix.  2-  he  fays  that  Achaia,  of  which  Corinth 
was  a  principal  city,  was  ready  a  year  ago. 

Between  that  time  and  this,  he,  to  his  great  fatisfeftfon,  as  appears 
from  the  fecond  and  feventh  chapters,  received  an  account,  by  Titus*, 
oi  the  good  elJeft  of  his  lint  letter  upon  the  generality  of  the  church, 
in  their  repentance,  and  ftibrnilfion  to  his  apoftolic  authority  ;  and  in 
their  regularly  proceeding,  as  he  had  dirc&ed  them,  3  gain  It  the  in- 
ccftuous  perfofi,  who  was  thereby  brought  to  an  humble  and  contrite 
ft  life  of  his  fin. 

Hereupon  he  wrote  this  fecond  letter,  in  which,  after  the  preface, 
he  begins  with  apologizing  for  his  not  coming  to  them,  fo  foon  as  he 
had  given  them  reafon  to  expect;  (1  Epijl.  xvi.  5.)  and  with  recom¬ 
mending  the  forrowful  penitent  to  their  Chriftian  companion,  and  to  a 
reftoration  of  him  to  his  place  in  the  church.  Chip .  i,  ii.  H*  then 
enters  upon  his  main  point  of  confuting  his  adverfaries,  in  which  he 
aliens,  and  enlarges  upon,  his  own  apoftolic  character,  labours,  fuf- 
feringe,  encouragements,  preaching,  and  fuccefs,  with  greater  free¬ 
dom  and  boldnefs,  than  in  the  former  epiftle,  chap -  iii* — vi,  In  the 
three  fcllffwing  chapters,  (vii,  viii,  ix,)  a$  alfo  here  and  there  in  fevo 
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ral  other  places,  he  urges  various  duties  upon  the  Crrinthians ,  fuit- 
able  to  the  ft  ate  of  things  among  them  ;  bur  particularly,  and  moft  at 
large,  exhorts  them  to  finifh  their  charitable  colleAions  in  a  generous 
manner,  and  get  them  ready  to  be  tranfmitted  to  Jerufalem ,  according 
to  their  promifes  the  laft  year;  and  according  to  his  own  good  opinion 
of  them,  which,  he  tells  them,  he  had  mentioned  with  pleafure  to  o- 
ther  churches,  for  exciting  the  like  liberality  among  thorn*  In  the 
Tenth  chapter,  and  fo  on  to  the  end  ofjie  cpiftle,  he  re -a ffilmes  the 
fubjeft  relating  to  hitnfdf,  and  to  the  falfe  apoftlcs,  that  fttll  audaci- 
nuflv  vied  with  him  ;  and,  with  a  peculiar  fmartnefs  of  ftile,  fets  him- 
frif  againft  them,  and  their  adherents,  thatinvidioufly  reproached  him, 
and  even  forced  him  to  fpeak  of  himfelf  in  terms,  which  can  Jed  the 
face  of  folly  and  vanity  in  fell  applaufe.  And  he  concludes, the  whole 
with  an  affectionate  fthitation  and  bencdi&ion* 

Perhaps,  becaufe  a  great  part  of  this,  and  the  former  epiftle  to  the 
Corinthians ,  refers  to  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  that  church,  fome 
private  Chriftians  may  be  apt  to  think  thefe  to  be  left  ufeful,  than  ma- 
ny  others  of  the  facred  writings,  efpecially  of  the  New  Teftamerit* 
But  even  the  things  that  moft  immediately  and  Gnguiarly  related  to 
them,  are  of  great  fcrvicc  in  all  fimUar  cafes,  that  might  fall  out  in 
after-ages ;  and  there  are  fo  many  important  doGrines  of  common 
concernment  interwoven  with  them,  as  muft  render  the  whole  exceed¬ 
ing  valuable  and  edifying  to  Chriftians,  through  all  generations*  Theft 
epiftles  have  alfo  fome  advantages,  that  are  not  to  be  met  with  in  any 
other  part  of  the  word  of  God,  as  they  may  he  deemed  the  feat  of  di¬ 
vine  directions,  relating  to  the  fpi ritual  privileges,  rights,  and  powers, 
worlliip,  and  difeipline  of  the  churches  of  Ch  rift;  to  the  purity  of  doc¬ 
trines,  manners,  and  celebrations  of  gofpel  ordinances ;  and  to  the 
unity,  peace,  and  order,  mutual  watch  and  care,  and  religious  refped 
to  faithful  pattens,  that  ought  to  be  preferred  among  them*  And  there¬ 
fore  thefe,  as  well  as  all  other  parts  of  the  infpired  feriptures,  are  juft- 
ly  to  be  e  deemed  profitable  for  doctrine^  for  reproof y  for  correction)  for 
inJiruCHon  in  right eoufncfs%  that  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfect  y  through- 
ff  furnijbed  unto  all  good  i vorhs7  (2  Tim.  iii*  16,  17.) 


T.7JV& 


CHAP*  I* 

The  apofile  introduces  this  epifile  to  the  Corinthian  churrh>  as  he  did  the 
former ,  with  an  ajfertion  of  his  apoftolic  office ,  and  a  falutation%  1,  2. 
Jlleffi  f  God for  comforting  him  m,  and  delivering  him  out  oft  his  tri - 
buiations ;  and  turns  Ids  own  experience  into  an  argument  for  the  r?:- 
couragcment  of  ethers  under  their  troubles  y  3,— 11*  Profcfscs  his  own 
and  his  fellow  labourers  integrity  %  12, — 14.  djfigns  the  principal 
reafon  of  his  not  coming  to  them  (0  foon ,  as  might  have  been  expected 
from  iv  hat  he  had  f aid  In  his  former  letter  \  and fo  vindicates  himfilf 
from  the  charge  cfinconftancy  on  that  account  *  K, — *24* 


I  Paul 
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Text, 

pAl’Lan  apofl  le 
*  nt  Jciuf  Chrilt 
by  the  will  of 
G'kI,  ami  Tsm«- 
t'*y  mar  bfothir* 

Lot^  the  church 
cf  God  wtiicb  is 
4;  Corinth,  ^ith 
M  the  foints 
which  ait  in  all 
A  ckaia ; 


Paraphrase- 

T  Pauly  an  apoAle,  whom  Jeius  Chrifl  immediately 
^  called  and  authorized  to  that  high  oiIice}  according 
to  the  free  appointment  and  good  pleafore  of  God  the 
Father  $  even  I,  and  the  beloved  Timothy*  whom*  nct^ 
withstanding  his  youths  I  cheerfully  own  as  a  faithful 
brother  in  Chri't,  and  in  the  work  of  the  miniltiy;  we, 
I  fay,  he  concurring  with  what  I  write  by  the  dictate  of 
the  holy  Ghoft,  (Tee  the  notes  on  Rom*  L  r»  and  I  Cor* 
i.  i.)  heartily  join  in  good  will,  and  in  fending  this 
y^foWepifUc  to  the  church  at  G$rintkf  which  God  has 
cHofen,  and  called  by  his  grace*  and  collected  out  of 
the  world,  to  be  his  habitation  through  the  fpirit  and 
the  feat  of  all  divine  ordinances;  as  alfo  toall  proo¬ 
fing  believers,  who,  according  to  the  judgment  of  cha¬ 
rity,  are  holy  ones,  that  refide  in  any  other  part  of  Ach* 
am  or  Greece* 


z  Grace  be  to 
viiii,  and  peace 
from  God  ourFa- 
|Kcrt  and  from 
tic  Lord  Jefus 
Ciiriih 


3  Dieted  l>e 
Ood,  event  be  Fa¬ 
ther  of  our  Lord 

J Si "n$  Chrifl,  the 

l^hcr  of  mercies* 
a*d  thcGodofall 


4  Who  com- 
forUth  ns  la  *tl 
our  t fibula; ion, 

that 


2  We  falute  you  in  the  Lord,  earn  eft!  y  praying  that 
the  free  love  and  favour  of  God,  with  all  its  happy  fruits 

aud  effects,  which  are  ufually  fummed  up  in  the  com- 
prehenGve  term  peacet  may  be  vouchfafed,  and  abound 
toward  you  from  him,  who  is  your  as  well  as  our  re¬ 
conciled  God  and  Father  j  and  who  in  theoeconomy  of 

falvation,  is  the  fountain  of  all  its  bMiiiigs,  ami  in  his 
eternal  counfels  laid  out  the  fche  me  of  conveying  them: 
And  we  wifli  you  the  richeft  communications  of  them 
from  (he  Lord  Jefus  Chrilt,  our  exalted  Mediator  and 
Saviour,  who  has  purchased  them  by  his  blood,  has 
them  all  in  his  hands  to  difpenfe,  and  cfle&ually  gives 
them,  in  concurrence  with  the  Father,  by  his  fpirit. 

3  For  ever  magnified  and  adored,  admired,  loved, 
and  praifed,  with  all  polfible  thankfgiving  and  joy,  be 
the  bte  fled  and  glorious  God,  even  the  Father  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  jefus  Chrilt  *,  who,  as  fuclt,  is  full 
of  tender  companion  and  the  author  of  all  pardoning 
and  relieving  mercies j  and  is  the  God  ami  giver  of  all 
temporal,  fpi ritual,  and  eternal  confutation,  through  his 
fon. 

4  Inexpreflibly  great  are  the  kind  indulgences  of  this 

gracious  God  aud  Father,  who,  hy  his  fpirit,  word, 
and  providence,  fupports,  aflilb,  and  comforts  me  and 
my  companions,  in.  all  our  troubles  anJ  afflictions  of 


N  O 

*  T it  Fritter  tors  this  relation  to  Cluift, 
with  rcipoct  to  his  divine  fintcre*  by  an  c- 

Kr:i;tl,  i  ru-j  n  :et  vribl  e  ami  necefliry  genera¬ 
tion  ;  vi<h  rdpert  to  his  human  nature,  hy 
an  imnu-dGrc  tnirjciiloos  prmluflioii  ; 
wv*n  rd’iwct  ro  h\<  office  m  0>d 

Medium,  by  a  peculiar  covenant  re- 


every 

T  1L 

latxm;  which  confuicruiion  of  God  exhi' 

hies  him  to  uur  fd'th,  wider  the  gofptl 
ftatc,  iii  a  more  au^ull,  ciideiring  cncaa- 
ru-jiti*  Ikhi ,  tiuo  ih-;t  in  wliitlt  hr  frttl  made 
himidf  Kiitrtvn*  under  the  OU1  TdiiKKui, 
ai  tli v  God  of  Wt-rviivw,  <1 
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my  he 
l  10  comfort 
e*  which  a'C 
;  tro.mte,  hr 
the  Civmiost 
tn  (tftewith  we 

r>m If  I  v  $  s  3  re  mm- 
furicd  of  C2atL 


f  For  as  the 
flittering  of 
Chriil  wil^und  in 

us,  fi>  tmr  ctMiio- 
abb  ahoiin- 
deth  Ly  C^rifti 


6  An*l  whether 
we  he  iirfliiW,  it 
ii  lW  yoiir  enute- 

and  falva- 

tit >n,  ivhioh  is  ef- 
frtluil  in  the  en* 
during  of  the 
fantts  faiTerintfs, 
u  h:ch  \\ri  -Uh  Tote 
fer  r  or  whether 
we  he  com  fur  ted, 
iti*  f:>r  yourcon- 
folaUnn  and  Jill* 
yattern 


every  kind,  and  eTpecially  for  conference  fake  j  and  he 
is  pleafed  to  do  this  in  hi*  infinite  wifdom  and  goexinefs, 
not  only  for  cur  fuccour;  but  likewifc  for  the  benefit 
of  other*,  tlut  we  may  be  the  better  taught,  difpofed, 
and  qualified,  by  our  own  experience,  to  fympaihize 
with,  and  ad  mini  (ter  fuitable  words  of  encouragement 
and  comfort  to  them,  that  are  in  any  fort  of  tribulation , 
relating  to  foal  or  body  j  and  fo  may  be  inliruments  in 
his  hand  of  railing  their  faith,  and  their  hope  of  the  like 
feafonahle  refrefiimems  and  deliverances,  as  God,  for 
ChriU’s  fake,  has  favoured  us  with. 

5  For  as  we  have  fuffered  m,yny  grievous  and  heavy 
trials  on  ChrifFs  account,  and  in  conformity  to  him, 
who  fvmpathiz^s  wkh  us  in  them,  and  counts  them  his 
own  *  (/f^j  isc,  4.)  fo  our  inward  fpiritual  joys  have  a- 
bounded  in  proportion  to  them,  by  means  of  that  fweer 
communion,  winch,  at  fuch  times  efpecially,  he  has 
given  us  with  himfrlf,  to  allay  and  counterbalance  them, 
and  to  fortify  us  ogam  ft  them* 

6  And  all  this  is  defigned  and  ordered,  and  in  hCt 
bus  proved  to  be,  for  your  adi^ancnge  ;  fo  that  whether, 
on  one  hand,  we  be  preffed  with  ever  fo  many  calami¬ 
ties,  it  is  v/ith  a  view  to  the  animating  bf  you  under 
fuch  trials,  as  may  befal  you,  cfpccialiy  for  the  gof- 
peFs  fake,  that  when  ye  fi:e  wuh  what  Chrillian  forti¬ 
tude,  patience,  and  confolation,  wc  are  enabled  to  bear 
ihern*  ye,  encouraged  by  our  example,  may  be  com¬ 
forted  in  your  own  fouls,  and  emboldened  to  hold  on 
in  your  holy  profeflion  unto  complete  falvationj  which 
is  effected,  in  a  powerful  manner,  by  means  of  your 
being  m:\dc  w filing  to  undergo  tho  fame  fort  of  troubles, 
on. the  beh:df  of  Chrift,  that  we  ourftlves  have  borer, 
and  been  fupporred  under:  Or  whether,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  we  be  relieved  and  comforted,  by  feafonable  de* 
livtrances  out  of  our  tribulations,  it  is  made  effe&ual 
for  promoting  your  joy,  and  your  final  falvation  toge* 

ther  with  ours. 


1  And  mtr 
hope  of  you  is 
knowing 
(.r&l  y^ii  are 
P'Wt -litres  of  fVie 

i-i ib  It 
yc  l.:‘  of  the 


y  .And  from  what  has  already  appeared  among  you, 
fince  ye  received  my  former  letter,  ( ver .  13,  14.)  we 
fully  «p.£t  a  good  event  with  relation  to  yon ;  being  well 
allured,  that  as  God  has  now  made  you  willing  iharers 
with  us  in  fuller ings,  and  inclined  your  hearts  to  fym- 
parhizc  with  us  in  ours,  for  the  lake  of  Chrift;  fo,  in 
tii-i  tidies  of  his  grace  anti  faithfulnefs,  ye  are,  and 
Ihull  helikewife  Iharcrs  with  us  in  prefent  divine  coir- 
iorts,  1 unable  to  your  day  and  difficulties,  till  all  thil! 
be  perfected  in  the  joys  of  heaven. 
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9  For  we 


would  ao£,  bre¬ 
thren*  hare  you 
i^florani  of  oor 
trouble  which 
un»c  to  us  in  A* 

Jr.:,  liiaf  we  wriv 
prelfcd  out  ol 
iiKxfurc,  above 


lircngth,  inlo- 
nuirli  that  we  <Jc- 
i'pii  red  even  of 

life; 


8  For  as  to  our  fuflerings  for  Chrift,  it  may  be  pro¬ 
per  to  remind  you,  my  dear  brethren,  of  the  extreme 
bar  dihip  s,  which  have  befallen  me  md  my  companions 
in  the  Lejfer  Afia  *,  that,  while  we  were  dtfirous  to 
minifter  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God  in  that  country, 
we  were  opprefl'cd,  and  overloaded  with  revenues  to 
an  excefs,  beyond  all  bounds,  vTtf&mv^  and  more 
than,  merely  byour  natural  lhength,*  we  could  ever 
have  been  able  to  bear  ;  fo  that  »«**-)  we  were 

in  the  utmoft  perplexity  and  danger,  not  knowing  which 
way  to  turn  ourfdves;  and  as  far  as  events  could  be 
judged  of,  by  prefent  appearances,  wc  gave  up  all  hope 
of  cfcaping  with  our  lives. 


r>  Uut  *e  had 

lhtf  ftniCRCC  of 

death  in  on  rl  elves, 

tiiur  wc  thoukl  not 
tjr'l  in  ourfchirs, 
burin  Grid  which 
r  jlicrh  tin  dead. 


10  Who  deliv¬ 
ered  ns  fp>m  To 

™t3  death,  aud 
doth  deliver:  io 

ubom 


9  But  God,  in  Ms  Providence,  fufFered  us  to  be  re¬ 
duced  to  fuch  an  extremity,  a.-  to  conclude  in  our  own 
minds*  like  perfons  under  a  fence  nee  of  death,  thar, 
in  the  ordinary  way,  wc  could  never  fuivive  thofe  cruel¬ 
ties,  or  evade  the  decree  of  our  enemies  againfl  us,  to 
the  end  that  we  might  learn  to  live  by  faith,  and  not 
by  fenfe  ;  and,  like  Abrohamy  to  believe  in  hope  againtt 
hope;  {Item*  iv.  E 8 - )  to  have  no  confidence  in,  or  de¬ 
pendence  on,  our  own  wifdom  xml  ftrength,  or  on  any 
imereft  that  wc  could  make  with  men,  ior  cur  prefei- 
varirm  and  deliverance  ;  but  to  place  it  in  tire]  y  on  the 
wifdom  and  power,  faithfulness  and  good  fiefs  of  that 
God*  whofe  prerogative  it  is  f,  and  who  alone  is  able, 
not  only  to  fave  from  the  moil  imminent  danger,  anil 
refeue  out  of  the  jaws  of  death,  but  even  toreftore  them 
to  life  that  are  actually  dead*  as  he  has  fbewn  in  feveral 
inftances  already,  and  will  further  ihev  in  the  general 
rcfurrcftlon  at  the  laft  day. 

10  We  were  hereby  taught  to  commit  ourfelves,  and 
all  our  concerns  for  rime,  as  well  as  eternity,  to  ‘him* 
who,  by  wonderful  appearances  in  the  mount  of  dif¬ 
ficulty,  has  intet po fed  between  us  and  death,  when  it 
was  fo  vifihly  impending,  and  fo  formidably  threat  inn  g, 
as,  in  all  human  views,  to  be  abfoiutely  unavoidable  ; 
who  like  wife  continues  daily  to  prefervo  us  from  the 
numerous  dangers,  that  ftili  furround  us;  and  in  whom, 

encouraged 


N  o 

*  The  T4ihj  ifch ,  and  ijth  chapters  of 
r>c  stiffs,  gift  ns  a  lar£e  aceonnt  of  l  he 
trouble*,  that  the  apolKc  na  with  in 
v-’.i.' 1  and  he  ]  peaks  in  t  Cor,  xvi*  9.  of 
ji-jnv  zef jeriaries,  arid  xv\  31.  (See  the 
r^eUietvJ  <if  fighting  with  the  bcafts  at  iv- 
f  the  Metropolis  of  that  Province : 
i'.f’t  it  js  nnrtitain  whether  he  here  reft n  io 
t*.  or  buer  troubles  that  betel  him 
r,  ,'-Ls  fuK±  he  wralc  his  former  eptftle  to 


T  E  S, 

the  O •riEthitrift  t  However,  his  manner  of 
rrprefentinj*  them  in  thU  jiUec  flieu-s,  that 
they  were  txcxdinjj  dangerous  and  dlilrel- 
£tn»* 

f  The  apofllc  ben:  plainly  tlift^guirhes 
true  G>1  imfi\  ail  i;;her$,  by  this 
,  |ievt»U4f  pi'ero^iivv  of  r.-iitix*  v-f  dxi:* ;  arid 

lh r  tk  [  o;  e  a*  Ghrifl  frc-cjrjcruiy  of 

finii  tht:  dead  by  \iu  Tinwer,  prapu'd^r 
llv  j ;:y:L  b  Vl'wl'V  iu  him, 

p  u 


irhom  we  truft 
that  lie  will  yet 
deliver  me* 


it  You  aUb 
helping  together 
by  prayer  for  us, 

that  for  the  gift 
hefl owed  u poa  us 
by  the  means  of 
many  perfonS, 

thanks  maybe  gi* 
Ten"  by  many  oo 

our  behalf. 


■ 
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encouraged  by  all  this  experience  of  our  God  and  Fa¬ 
ther's  care  and  kmdncfe,  we  humbly  truft  and  hope, 
that  he  will  go  on  yet  further  to  deliver  vs  from  every 
evil  work)  and  preferve  vs  to  his  heavenly  kingdom*  (a 
Tim.  iv.  1 8.) 

ri.  And  all  this  is,  in  a  fubordinate  manner,  owing 
to*  and  further  hoped  for  from*  the  joint  affiftance  of 
your  earned  fupplicattons  at  a  throne  of  grace  for  us,  in 
concurrence  with  our  own,  which  he*  who  has  ftyled 
himfelf  a  God  hearing  prayer*  has  grarioufly  anfwered, 
and  we  truft  will  (till  do  fo ;  to  the  end  that,  as  this 
blefltng  of  a  kind  prefervation  and  deliverance  has  been, 
and  wc  believe  will  yet  be  freely  beftowed  upon  us,  for 
the  good  of  multitudes,  as  well  as  of  our  own  fouls,  by 
means  of  the  prayers  of  many  Chridian  friends  that 
were  concerned  for  us;  fo  thanksgivings  and  praifes 
may  be  likewife  offered  up  to  God  by  them,  and  by 
many  other  believers,  on  account  of  his  fignaJ  favour 
therein  (hewn  to  us,  that  he  may  be  abundantly  gloria 
fied.  And  we  cannot  but  perfuade  ourfelves  that  wet 
have  had,  and  (hall  have  an  intereft  in  your  prayers  on 
our  behalf* 

12  For,  whatever  any  of  our  adverfaries  may  invidj- 
oufly  fuggeit  agahift  us,  as  though  we  were  felf-feeking 
and  defigning  men;  and  how  great  foever  the  troubles 
of  various  kinds,  from  friends  and  enemies,  be,  that 
attend  us  tu  our  way  and  work;  we  have  tbis  fatisfao 
tiou  and  joy,  which  rifes  up  to  a  holy  triumph,  (wwmr) 
in  our  own  botbrns,  even  the  witnefs  of  our  consciences, 
in  every  refleflion  upon  our  principles,  temper  and  mo¬ 
tives,  views  and  conduct,  that  with  on  ingenuous  uc- 
difguifed  candour  and  fmglenefs  of  heart,  free  from  all 
double  dealing ;  and  with  integrity  and  uprightnefs  of 
foul  before  God,  in  fingle  aims  at  his  glory  agreeable  to 
his  holy  nature  and  will;  and  not  with  the  cunning  ar¬ 
tifices  of  carnal  policy,  or  with  fclfifh  and  fecular  de- 
figns  and  motives ;  but  by  a  governing  principle  of 
grace,  which  God  has  wrought  in  us,  and  by  the  graci¬ 
ous  guidance  and  afliftance,  which  in  his  free  favour, 
he  continually  affords  us,  we  have  converted  and  hehav* 
ed  in  the  miniftry,  and  in  the  general  courfcof  our  lives, 
in  the  church  and  in  the  world,  towards  all  that  we  have 
had  ro  do  with,  and  in  a  particular  and  remarkable  man¬ 
ner  toward  you,  with  refpeft  to  every  thing,  that  we 
have  faid  or  done  to,  or  about  you:  And  we  cannot 
doubt  but  that  ye  muft  needs  he  well  fatisfied  of  this: 
ij  For  wv  13  For  what  we  now  write  to  you  about  it  is  frankly 
wn>  none  «htr  ami  openly,  neither  more,  nor  left,  than  is  fignified  by 

***;r'P  the 


1*  ?or  our  re¬ 
joicing  is  the 
ieftimony  of  oar 
confcU'iice,  that 
in  ftmpUcity  and 
$LvUy  finceriry, 
tint  wtth  delfcly 

wifdoai,  but  by 
the  grscvof  God, 
we  have  had  our 
C'Mivcrfattoti  in 
the  world,  anJ 
more  abundantly 
to  yau^apis: 


I- 
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things  Ditto  you, 
than  what  you 
read  or  arkutm- 

kdjp,  4*1 
yon  fluilarknow- 
ledge  even  to  the 
e»L 


14  As  olfo  you 
ba ve  acknowledg¬ 
ed  u*  in  pars*  that 
we  are  your  rejoic* 
in;,  even  a^yc  al- 
fi»  are  ours  in  the 

day  of  the  Lord 
Jffei. 


IS  And  in  this 

confidence  I  *w 

i&inded  to  come 

unto  yt>tt  before, 

that  you  mifh  t 
have  a  fccond  be¬ 
lted  ; 


itf  And  tapafi 
by  you  into  Ma¬ 
cedonia,  and  to 

come  again  OVt  of 

Macedonia  unto 
you,  and  of  you 
to  be  brought  on 
my  way  to  ward 
JudCiL 


17  When  I 
therefore  wuthut 
mindod,  did  I 
Viz  lighenef??  or 

the 


the  plain  meaning  of  the  words,  which  ye  read  in  this, 
and  jn  the  former  cpiftle ;  (1  Cor.  i.  13,  dr e.  ii.  1,  <Srr. 
and  iv,  1, — 6,)  or  than  ye  yourfelves  know,  and,  as  1 
hear  to  the  joy  of  my  heart,  [chap.  vii.  6,  y.)  do  own  to 
be  true  concerning  me,  who  chiefly  mean  myfclf  in  all 
that  I  have  faid  about  it;  and  I  humbly  hope,  that,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  ( ver  12.)  my  Gncere  behaviour  to¬ 
ward  you  will  henceforward  be  always  fo  confpicuons, 
as  to  engage  you  to  acknowledge  the  lame  continually, 
to  the  end  of  life. 

14  Even  as  (««*>'  ***)  the  found  or  better  part  of  yon 

(fee  the  note  on  Ifcsr.  xi.  25.)  have  already  owned,  that 
I  and  my  fellow-labourers,  in  planting  the  gofpel  a- 
mong  you,  and  being  inftrumental  to  your  converGon 
and  edification,  are  juft  matters  of  your  rejoicing  and 
glorying  on  our  behalf;  as  ye  alfo  are  of  ours,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  gifts  and  graces  bellowed  upon  you ;  and 
we  trull  will  be  fo,  as  the  Teals  of  our  miniltry,  in  the 
prefence  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  when  he  will  appear 
in  all  his  glory  to  judge  the  world,  at  the  laft  day. 

1 5  And  being  well  fatisGed  concerning  your  good 
opinion  of  my  integrity,  and  that  our  mutual  rejoic¬ 
ings  in  each  other  would  continue,  I  intended,  and  was 
very  defirous  to  have  come,  and  made  you  a  fecond  vi- 
Gt  before  now,  that  ye  might  have  a  further  advantage 
for  your  eUablilhment  and  joy,  [ver.  24.)  by  my  con- 
verfaticn  and  preaching,  over  and  above  what  ye  receiv¬ 
ed,  when  I  was  formerly  with  you,  and  brought  you  to 
the  knowledge  of  Chrilt. 

16  And  it  was  my  real  defign,  as  I  told  you,  (1  Cor. 
xvi.  5, — 8.)  not  juft  to  call  upon  you,  which  was  all 
that  1  could  have  done  in  my  journey  to  Macedonia, 
whither  I  was  then  going,  ere  tong,  from  Ephefut;  but 
to  have  paired  by  you  in  my  way  thither,  and  to  have 
come  hack  again  to  you  in  my  return  from  that  country, 
when  I  hoped  to  get  an  opportunity  of  fpending  more 
time  with  you;  and  then  to  have  deGred  your  afltftance, 
and  the  company  of  fome  of  you,  to  help  me  forward  in 
my  journey  to  Judea  and  Jerufalem.  (1  Cor .  xvi.  3,  4.) 

17  When  therefore  I  Grit  took  up,  and  declared  this 
my  intention,  which  hitherto  has  not  been  accompli  fil¬ 
ed,  was  it  (as  my  adverfaries  would  reproach  me)  with 
incon fider ate  raOmefs  and  levity  of  mind,  as  noc  regard¬ 
ing  what  I  faid  and  did,  and  never  concerning  myfelf 
afterwards  about  it  ?  Or  did  -I  mean  one  thing,  and 
fpcak  another,  to  compliment,  flatter,  and  deceive  you? 
Or  did  I  alter  my  purpofe  without  fulficient  caufe?  Or 
as  to  fuch  things,  as  1  defire  and  propofe  to  do,  am  I 

influenced 


the  things  that  I 
purpofe,  do  I  pur- 
pofc  atrurding  to 
the  tiefh;  that 
with  me  there 
Ihouid  be  yea*  yea, 
and  nay,  nay  ? 


r&  But,  as  Sod 
is  true,  our  word 

toward  von  uas 

ri 

nut  yea  and  nay. 
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influenced  and  determined  thereunto  by  carnal  and  ft* 
cular  considerations,  or  according  to  the  dictates  of  the 
flefh,  and  of  unrenewed  men,  who  make  no  confcicnce 
of  what  they  fay,  but  talk  backwards  and  forwards  to 
ferve  a  turn  f  Have  I  behaved  at  fucb  a  rate,  as  that,  in 
my  way  of  fpeaktng,  I  fhould  ftrongly  affirm  the  fame 
thing,  at  one  time,  with  a  yes,  yes;  anil  then  roundly 
deny  it  at  another,  with  a  no,  no?  Far  be  ic  from  me 
to  think,  fpeak,  or  a&,  after  this  inconfUnt  and  falla¬ 
cious  manner* 

18  But,  as  certainly  as  God  himfelf  is  true  to  his 
word  and  promife,  I  can  appeal  to  him,  that  what  1 
fdid,  in  that  affair,  was  entirely  confiftent  with  truth; 
and  was  fo  far  from  admitting  nf  an  inference,  which 
fume  would  draw  from  it*,  as  though  my  doctrine  xreze 
likewise  too  uncertain  to  be  depended  upon;  that,  on 
the  contrary,  my  preaching  and  writing  to  you,  in  which 
others  of  my  brethren  joined  and  agreed  with  me,  have 
not  been  at  one  time  an  affirmation,  and  at  another  a 
denial  of  one  and  the  fame  thing,  after  the  manner  of 
thofe,  who,  through  falfhood,  or  ficklenefii  of  temper, 
contradict  themfrives;  but,  through  divine  grace,  it  has 
always  been  Readily  uniform,  like  him,  who  is  the  au¬ 
thor,  and  fuhjeti  of  my  miniftry. 

1 9  For  as  to  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  who  is  the  fame 

yejlcrdajy  to^day^  and  for  ever^  (Heb.  xiih  8.)  even 
Chrift  the  only  Saviour,  who  has  preached  id  his  per- 
Ton  and  offices,  crucifixion  and  benefits,  among  you,  by 
us  his  fervams,  even  by  myfdf,  and  Silas  ^  and  Timothy^ 
my  dear  companions  in  labour  and  travail;  xv* 

40*  and  xviii.  5.)  Pic  is  not  in  btmfdf,  or  in  his  word; 
and  what  we  have  faid  concerning  him  was  not,  now 
one  thing,  and  then  another  of  a  contrary  drain:  But 
the  doctrine  whicb  we  preached,  and  conttamly  ftood 
to  in  all  our  miniftrations,  was  founded  on  him,  as  a 
crucified  and  rifen  Redeemer;  and  was,  like  himfelf, 
uniformly  the  fame,  with  the  highcfl  demonftration  of 
truth  and  certainty,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  gofpel* 

20  For  all  the  great  and  precious  promifes  of  the  co¬ 
venant  of  grace,  which  are  given  forth  by  the  unchange¬ 
able  God,  and  are  exhibited  in  the  cleareft  light  under 
the  New  Teft ament  difpen fa tion,  are  in  Chrift,  the  a* 
mr/i,  the  faithful  and  true  tin'/ n?Jit  (Rev*  iii*  14*)  infal¬ 
libly 

NOTE* 

*  Tt  feems  Lh*:  Ujc  arcfsgorifts  tat  tan,  he  fo^errnly  appeal*  to  God,  !■?«( 

ToiticJ  to  di  (credit  du^ime,  ur.drr  yrc-  his  preaching  was  it  It  of  a  ph-cc,  imaikldj 
Icnee  that  hc*ttsan  incuiirtoM  man*  who  the  Time;  anti  not  ;rt  one  unw  r-\ 

fald  fcnd  the  fame  thirj  at  dltfjrci  t  which  fra*  X  ftrong  form  uf  Affirm:*.*  ;  a:-d 

and  ib  was  not  ta  be  b* Meveri  \n  whit  anther  sj yr  mtj,  which  uua  like  iim*i 
tic  taught  ;Tfccrcibrc,  10  take  oiT  that  imp o*  of  dsnyiug. 


Forthe  Sen 
•f  God*  Jdiw 
Chrift,  who  vu 
preached  among 
tnu  by  us,  even 
by  me,  and  Silva- 
and.  1'iroo- 
tkcas,  4  as  nut  yea 
and  nay,  bat  in 
hitn  was  yea* 


jo  For  aft  the 
pronviies  cf  God 
in  him  are  yea, 
aj;d:u  him  amen, 


ch,i. 
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unr<i  the  glory  of  ];bly  furc,  and  invariably  the  fame;  and  are  ratified 
CcdUy  us*  2nd  ^on(Jrm€j  irrevocably  by  him,  as  they  are  alt  efta* 

bliflicd,  and  put  in  force,  by  his  death,  that  they  may 
be  effectually  and  completely  fulfil  led,  in  their  proper 
time  anti  order,  to  them  that  are  favlngly,  called,  (//*£. 
ix,  15,-17.)  unto  the  praife  and  glory  of  the  truth, 
fairhiulnefs,  and  grace  of  God,  by  means  of  our  niinh- 
t  rat  10  ns* 


1 1  Now  he 
which  lhtbiifhcTJi 

\m  with  you  in 
Cm  lit,  and  hath 
a  mum  cd  us  j  M 
Cvd; 


%x  Who 
.Alii  fcalcdu?*  vul 
;\*eil  the  rarnrft 

*7 

of  tiiu  Spirit  in 

out-  hearts* 


1  %  Moreover,  I 

oil  God  for  a  fC' 

rord  upon  m  y 
foul*  tli  at  to  fpare 
ymi  I  cameimt  as 
yri  unto  Corinth. 


14  Not  for 
that 


21  And,  (**)  as  a  further  evidence  of  this,  he  that 
has  llrcngihned,  and  fettled  us,  who  preach,  and  you 
who  believe,  that  both  one  and  the  other  may  abide  in 
the  truth,  as  it  is  in  jefus,  by  virtue  of  our  union  with 
him,  according  to  the  presmfes;  and  he  who  bis  fa* 
vGurcd  us  *'  with  a  holy  unction  of  the  gifts  and  graces 
of  the  tpirir,  whereby  we  know,  and  receive  all  things 
neceffary  to  fjlvatinn,  {1  John  ii*  20,  27*)  is  no  other 
than  the  great  God  himtdf: 

22  Who,  anfwcrahle  to  various  ufes  of  a  feat]  among 
men,  has  likewife  gracioufly  diftinguifhed,  marked, 
and  fecured  us  for  his  own ;  confirmed  his  covenant 
with  us;  allured  us  of  our  intereft  in  it;  and  printed 
bis  holy  image  upon  us:  And  be  has  freely  given  us  bis 
fpirkj  who  dwells  iti  our  hearts,  and  (beds  abroad  his 
influence!:,  and  3  fenfe  of  his  love  there,  a$  a  pledge 
and  came  It  of  the  eternal  inheritance*  {Eph*  U  13,  14.) 

23  But  to  let  you  into  one  great  reafon  of  my  not  vi* 
fiting  you,  fo  foon  as  was  propofed  +,  I  call  the  heart* 
fearching, 'ami  fm-avenging  God  to  witnefs,  with  all 
the  fokmmey  of  a  religious  oath,  as  ever  I  hope  for  his 
bkfling  on  my  foul  here,  and  for  ever,  that  it  was  not 
from  any  inconflancy  of  temper,  or  carnal  motives;  but 
out  of  peculiar  tendernefs  to  you,  that  I  deferred  my 
journey  to  Corinth  thus  long,  as  being  defirous  to  come 

,  to  you,  not  with  &  rody  but. in  hvey  and  in  the  /pint  of 
meeknefs  f*  (1  Cor*  iv.  21.) 

24  Yet  I  do  not  fpeak  after  this  fort,  as  if  we,  who 

are 


NOES* 


*  As  what  the  apnflle  here  fry*  about 
fijvfiAfMjf,  yRflijrj,  and  jmVf  the  ftrr- 
-:;f  of  ih  /pint,  is  ot  much  (he  iHtne  im- 
poji  T  with  what  he  and  the  apoltle  Joba 
fpi-afc  ofj  as  the  c.juimnn  printers  of  Uut 
biHjevers,  Ep*i.  i*  t  j,  j+  aml  i  Jf,hnXu  io, 
:S  t  have  referred  all  thefe  pottages  to 
them,  as  stil  us  to  Jjimielt,  and  hisfcltaw- 
b-uurers* 

+  Here  the  apoftle  tofrnfibly  Hides  back 

inio  FiU  vm: iic.it- i-m  <>f  1  (im  fell  f  from  which 
b*  had  a  lutlc  dirfrdkd,  i.ithe  four  prece¬ 
de  vcriVs,  lo  %m*t  vc»it  to  ionic  rftlightlLif 
<ni>u^hti  00  1  he  it  ah!  lity  of  the  promih.*  of 
Csd,  for  helping  his  people1*  ft  i.h  aud  joy. 


f  The  apoftlc  was  wilting  to  wait  the  6> 
vent  of  bis  former  cpiltle*  with,  rcfpcG  to 
the  offenders  among  the£n>  j(i  Cor.  ebaf  *  v* 
vi,)  in  hopes  that  they  might  he  brought  to 
repentance,  and  that  the  things,  which  vrrt 
fo  much  amifs  among  them,  might  tc  fc;  to 
rights  by  the  church  itfclf ;  and  he  very 
lolh  to  ale  that  apuflolic  fcvajiy  in  his 
proceedings  again  ft  diem,  w'hich,  in  cafe  of 
continued  rfibffrfion  and  nbfihiacy,  he 
threarwd,  (i  Crot  iv,  ip,)  and  could  not 
hi  faiihfuLncFs  have  avoided  ;  and  therefore 
he  was  the  ids  in  biflc  to  go  to  Ccrlatbm 
(Chap*  ii,  1.) 
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wchwc  dominion  are  Chrift's  mini  firing  fc  [rants,  had  any  right  or  ambo- 

but 'are^hd pcrs^of  r*fY  t0  domineer  over  your  faith,  by  arbitrarily  binding 
youi  joy;  for  by  any  thing  upon  your  confciences,  according  to  our  own 
faith  ye  fluid,  fancy  or  humour;  or  by  matting  any  alterations  in  the 

doctrines  and  institutions  of  Chrift,  our  only  Lord  and 
Mailer;  but  we  are  authorized  of  God,  and  do  fincere- 
ly  defire  and  endeavour,  to  be  afliftant  to  your  fpiritual 
corifolation,  by  recovering  you  from  thofe  evils  that 
would  hinder  it;  and  by  eftahliftiing  your  faith  in  Chrill, 
and  in  the  promifes,  which  are  all  yea  and  amen  in  him; 
{ye r.  20,)  For  it  is  not  by  a  human,  but  by  a  divine 
faith,  which  we  would  promote  in  you,  that  yc  have 
hitherto  flood  (ffwan)  in  a  ftate  of  grace,  and  mutt  con* 
tinue  to  Hand,  as  ever  yc  would  be  fayed* 

RECOLLECTIONS* 

How  important  is  it  to  the  fncccfs  of  the  ^ofpel,  that  the  characters  of  Chrift’s 
fervanta  hr  hlamelcfs  in  tliemfdves,  and  vindicated  from  falfe  afperfions*  And 
what  a  noble  lupport  and  pleafure  do  they  poflefs  in  their  own  fouls,  who  hftve 
the  teftimony  or  their  conferences,  that  in  fimplicity  and  godly  linccrity,  nut  with 
Uefhly  wifdom,  hut  by  the  grace  of  God,  they  have  their  conversion  in  the  world ; 
and  can  make  a  folemn  appeal  to  God  about  it,  amidft  all  the  reproaches  of  their 
enemies  \  They  will  ordinarily  have  a  witnefsto  their  integrity,  in  the  eonfcitfxxs 
of  frrious  Chrillians;  and  bkfled  be  the  name  of  the  Lord,  that  he  will  own  amt 
honour  them,  and  aft  the  part  of  the  Father  of  Mercies,  and  the  God  and  Fa¬ 
ther  of  Jefua  Chrift,  their  head  and  Saviour,  by  comforting  them  in  alt  their  tri¬ 
bulations,  and  proportioning  their  confutations  to  their  fufftrings,  not  only  for 
their  own  perfonal  advantage,  but  that  they  may  the  better  know,  by  their  own 
experience,  how  tofpeak  feafoaable  words  of  relief  to  others  in  all  their  afllift  ions* 
Alas!  How  great  and  many  are  the  troubles  of  God's  own  dear  children  1  They 
fome times  grow  to  fuch  an  extremity,  as  to  make  them  dcfpair  even  of  life :  Hut 
their  moil  fnrrowful  fccnes  are  wifely,  and  gracioufly  ordered  for  the  trial  and  Im¬ 
provement  of  their  faith,  that  a  review  of  former  dangers  and  deliverances  may 
help  to  raife  their  hepe  in  new  difficulties,  and  teach  them  to  renounce  all  confi¬ 
dence  in  themfdves,  and  in  creature -aids,  and  to  rely  intirriy  on  that  God,  who 
raifes  the  dead*  who  has  delivered,  and  doth  deliver,  and  in  whom  they  may  A  ill 
trull  for  all  Further  needful  deliverances.  And  O  how  great  is  the  power  of  prayer, 
efpecially  of  united  prayers,  for  uJhermg  in  all  feafonable  mercies!  And  when 
God  gives  Qgnal  anfwers  of  peace,  what  abundant  t  hank  fgivings  fhotild  we  render 
to  him  '—How  affectionately  defirous  are  faithful  miuiftcrs  of  their  people's  hap* 
pitiefs  !  They  earueftly  with  that  graceand  peace  may  be  multiplied  to  them,  from 
God  the  Father,  and  from  the  Lord  j^fus  Chrift;  and  they  would  fain  be  inftru- 
ments  both  of  their  convcrfton  and  edification,  that  they  may  joy  in  them  here, 
and  rejoice  with  them  in  the  day  of  Chrift*  For  this  they  labour  with  conftant 
care,  and  uniform  aims,  by  dealing  tenderly  as  poflibiy  with  them  ;  by  continu¬ 
ing  to  preach  the  hmc  gofpel,  that  was  made  effcftnal  in  their  fir  ft  believing;  and. 
by  a  noble  ambition,  not  to  lord  it  over  their  faith,  but  to  be  helpers  of  their  jov. 
And  O  what  bldled  provifion  has  God  made  for  the  prefent  comfort,  and  ever* 
lasting  falvaiioTi  of  every  true  believer  J  All  the  promifcs  of  the  new  covenant  arc 
ratified  ill  Chrill  and  made  fnretothem;  they  ftandby  faith,  and  are  ritabfifhed 
io  him  ;  and  they  have  the  anointings  of  the  fpirit,  who  by  his  enlightening,  fauc- 
tifyiug,  and  comforting  influences,  leak  and  iecures  the  ni  unto  the  dry  of  redemp¬ 
tion,  and  istbeir  eanitft  of  the  eternal  inheritance. 


■■ 


CI1A  r, 
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CHAP.  n. 

The  apsjlle  proceed t  to  a  further  account  of  the  reafons  of  his  not  caning 
to  the  Corinthians,  1, — 4.  Gives  them  direQions  about  refioring  the 
incejluaut  perfon  to  bis  place  in  the" churchy  5,—  1  ],  And  acquaints 
them  with  bis  own  labour r,  fuccefs,  and  joys,  in  fp  reading  the  pure 
gofpel  of  Chrijl  in  feveral  places,  12, — 17. 


Trxt. 

13Ut  I  dctrrmin* 

r<I  this  wit h 

invfUf,  that  ( 
*  * 

uouJd  not  come 
to  you  in 
bcarinc&t 


%  For  tf  I  make 
full  forry,  who  Is 
he  it  ten  that  m at* 
fth  me  glad*  but 
the  tame  which  is 
niiJeiorTYibyiuc? 


T  And! wrote 
this  fame  PMd 
yr*],  JcftT  wbciT  I 
cuaiGj  I  IhouJd 

hive 


Paraphrase. 

A  S,  in  the  greatnefs  of  my  affe&ion  for  you ,  my 
heart  is  chiefly  fet  upon  a  flirting  your  holy  Joy 
(chap,  i,  24.)  I  was  unwilling  to  come  to  you  in  cir- 
cumftances,  that  might  occafion  your  grief  j  but  rather 
judged  it  mod  expedient,  and  accordingly  concluded  in 
my  own  mind,  to  forbear  my  fecond  vifit  for  Come 
time*,  left  I  (hould  be  obliged  to  go  into  fuch  feveri- 
ties  again  ft  the  oppofers  of  my  apoftollc  do£trine  and 
char  a  tier,  and  againft  other  offenders  among  you,  as 
would  be  very  unwelcome,  and  difag reeable  to  you  and 
no  lefs  irkfome  to  myfelf. 

2  For  if  1  were  to  do  any  thing,  that  would  be  a 
trouble  to  you,  whom  I  fo  dearly  lore,  nothing  but  a 
fenfe  of  duty;  and  hope  of  rectifying  what  was  amifs 
among  you,  could  ever  reconcile  me  to  it,  much  lefs 
give  me  any  fatisfa£tion  in  it :  And  which  of  you,  in 
that  cafe,  could  exhilerate  my  fpirit,  and  make  me  re* 
joice  again ;  unlefs  it  were  the  very  perfon  or  perfons, 
whom  I  Should  have  made  uneafy  by  {harp  rebukes, 
both  of  the  principal  offenders,  and  of  others  among 
you,  that  were  puffed  up,  and  countenanced  them  in- 
Head  of  mourning  over  them,  and  taking  care  to  purge 
the  church  of  them  ?  {1  Cor ,  v.  2.  7.)  It  is  only  the 
repentance  of  fuch,  and  tbeir  recovery  from  the  guilt, 
which  they  refpeftively  had  contrafled,  that  could  turn 
my  own  forrow  into  joy. 

3  And  therefore,  in  my  former  tetter,  1  wrote  to 
you  on  this  very  point ;  (r  Cor,  v.  3,  4,  5.)  f  and  what 
I  have  fuggefted  in  this  epiltle,  (chap.  i.  23.)  about  my 
not  coming  to  you,  that  1  might  fpare  you,  is  to  this 
very  purpofe,  that  the  di  ford  era  in  your  church  might 
be  rectified  by  yourfelves;  left  otherwife  in  my  coming 

to 


MOTES. 

*  The  ipoftlc  wit  not  with  them  in  f  1  am  Inclined  to  think  that  the  apatite's 
at  the  time  of  his  going  fir  ft  a*  fajmg,  1  fvr&c  to  pu>  refers  tt>  bis  former 
mong  them,  but  wish  great  rtjoiaog  as  ap-  epiftle;  but  as  there  is  room  10  doubt,  whe- 
pears  from  i.  14,  15*  and  therefore  tlicr  he  might  not  mean  fbmething,  that  he 
bis  coming  to  tlicra  is  nor  to  be  uu-  bad  already  wrote  in  1  fort  going  part  of 

atr  flood  of  Jits  fitting  it  Again  in  this,  cpiftle,  1  have  taken  both  fenles,  with  a 

but  vnty  of  hu  nuking  them  aacthtr  viftu  doe  coafdUnry,  into  the  parapbrafe. 


$o6  Tlx  fecond  Spiflle  to  the  Corinthians  paraphrased,  Ch.  », 


have  fbrrow  Horn 
them  of  wham  I 
ought  to  rejoice, 
having  confidence 
in  you  ill,  that 

my  joy  i*  the  joy 

*f  you  all. 


4  Tor  out  of 
flinch  atflicUoiij 
and  anguiih  of 
heart,  I  wr<KC  un* 
to  you  with  ma¬ 
ny  tear*;  not  that 
you  fliould  be 
grieved,  but  that 
might:  know 
the  love  which  I 
have  more  abun¬ 
dantly  unto  you. 


5  But  if  any 
have  caufed  grief, 
he  hath  not  griev¬ 
ed  me  but  in  part: 
that  I  may  not  o- 
vcrchargc  you  all, 


to  you,  I  fhould  find  fuch  irregularities,  and  be  forced 
to  take  fiich  undefir  cable  meafurcs,  as  would  create  a 
great  deal  of  uneafinefs  in  my  own  mind,  on  their  ac¬ 
count,  whom  I  might  have  feafonably  expected  to  re¬ 
joice  in  ;  and  who  ought  to  have  been  matter  of  joy  to 
me,  by  reafon  of  their  Uedfaftncfs  in  the  faith,  holioefi, 
and  order  of  the  gofpel :  And  1  am  encouraged  to  Hope 
that  ye  would  willingly  fave  me  this  trouble,  from  the 
confidence  1  have  in  all  chofe  of  you,  who  abide  in  the 
doctrines  of  Chrifl,  that  your  regard  and  affeftion  to 
me  is  fmcerci  according  to  your  former  profeflions,  as 
that  what  is  an  occafion  of  plvafurc  and  delight  to  me, 
with  reference  to  the  glory  of  Chriflj  and  the  good  of 
the  church,  will  be  fo  likewife  to  all  cf  you  ;  and  that 
therefore  ye  would  be  glad  to  remove  every  caufe  of  dif. 
quietude  to  me. 

4  For  when  I  wrote  to  you  before,  to  proceed  to  an 
excommunication  of  fucb,  as  were  guilty  of  fhameful 
mi  lea  triages,  and  as  difeovered  a  di  fa  (Faction  to  Chriit 
and  his  gofpel,  (i  CV.  v,  4,  5,  and  xvi.  22-)  it  was 
with  great  trouble  and  ditlrefs  of  Spirit,  which  produc¬ 
ed  a  flow  of  bitter  tears,  in  reflexion  upon  their  deplo¬ 
rable  and  dangerous  condition:  I  mention  this  now, 
not  with  a  defign  of  awakning  any  dolorous  paffiohs  in 
you,  with  relpecl  to  things  that  are  already  mended; 
but  only  to  let  you  fee  what  an  exceeding  beany  love  1 
bear  to  you,  and  what  a  touching  concern  I  have  for 
the  good  of  the  whole  church,  as  well  as  for  the  hum¬ 
bling  and  reclaiming  of  the  notorious  delinquftnts  them- 
fclves,  to  your  comfort,  and  their  own  fitlvarion. 

5  But  if  any  one  among  you,  («J*  w)  as  particular¬ 
ly  the  incctluous  pcifon,  whom  I  ordered  you  to  pro¬ 
ceed  againftj  has  occafioncd  fadnefs  of  heart,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  crime,  and  of  what  ye  were  thereupon  o- 
bliged,  in  duty  to  do  to  him,  for  vindicating  the  honour 
of  Chriftand  purging  the  church  from  fcandal;  he,  by 
that  means,  has  given  a  great  deal  of  uneafinefs,  not 
to  me  only*,  but  to  part  of  the  church  ilfeif;  I  mean 


worn. 

*  *Ti$  Jto  eafy  matter  tn  (lit  the  juft  objv&ed  r«  i*;  fi tec  the  words  (d^u 
meaning  of  the  latter  part  of  this  verfe,  as  rcrtlcrcd  in  peri^  £re  moll  wminonlv  vAd, 
appears  from  tile  many  ditto  rent  interpret!-  in  ti  c  apnftle\  urbin^s.  to  diftjngtiiih  oae 
tions,  that  have  been  put  upon  it,  which  £t(  o:  p*n<ni  fn*m  others;  (ice  the  r.^:e 
mmlly  confound,  rather  than  direft  the  on  xt,  *5.)  *nd  fince  it  m*y  naturally 
mind  ;  and  therefore  I  fha.ll  rot  ft  cubic  the  be  kippoivd,  that  he  there  defifrns  lo  faf-.n 
tea  Wet  with  them*  Thar,  twhieh  is  given  ub.ti.chnd  'a  id  about  the  Csthtthinn^  br: 
in  the  paraphrase,  feems  t«  be  more  confer-  upt  and  net  tavurnint*  t  Eptlh  v.  a. 

ent  with  ebe  Grammar  of  the  text,  and  jet  ft  tl  ":r  they  n  iglit  not  think  lie  meant  k  a* 
of  the  content*  than  any  t hat  I  liave  irf;  ihtuj  ail  njuvcjrJaliy* 
virh  ;  and  I  don’t  know  wliat  can  be  fairly 


Ch.  it. 
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to  thofe  of  you,  that  were  confciejitioufly  concerned 
for  God's  glory*  and  the  good  of  the  man's  own  foul ; 
1  fay  it  was  a  grief  to  fuch,  that  I  may  not  be  thought 
to  exceed  in  my  accufation  of  you,  as  a  body  as  though 
I  took  all  of  you  to  be  as  unaffected  with  his  cafe, 
as  thofe  were,  whom  I  had  in  mine  eye,  when  I  re¬ 
proved  you  for  not  mourning  on  hia  account,  nor  being 
ready  to  exclude  him  your  holy  communiom 
6  Sufficient  to  6  Ye  having  now  difeharged  your  duty  in  calling 
fiich  a  man  is  him  out  of  the  church,  as  my  beloved  brother  Titzisin^ 

forms  me;  {chap.  vii.  6— 13.)  and  Chrift  having  blef- 
to]  of  many*  fed  his  own  inftitution  for  bringing  him  to  repentance  ; 

this  awfpl  confute,  which  was  pafled  upon  him,  by  the 
fuffrage  and  approbation  of  the  whole  community,  or 
at  leaft  of  the  majority  of  the  brotherhood,  is  all  the 
rebuke  and  difcountenance,  that  ye  ought  now  to  give 
him  1  it  having  proved  fnfEcien;,  through  divine  grace 
to  humble  him,  and  To  to  anfwer  its  happy  and  defired 
end  upon  him. 

t  So  that  coo-  yt  So  that  now,  in  (lead  of  carrying  it  fhy  and  diftant 

and  dealinE  hardily  with  him,  ye  ought,  on  the  con- 
him,  and  comfort  trary,  to  pafe  by  his  offence,  as  one,  whom  ye  have 
him,  left  perhapj  ground,  in  the  judgment  of  charity,  to  believe  God 

bT'rwJwcd' up  hinifelf  has  pardoned ;  and  it  is  high  time  for  you  to 

*ith  overmuch  encourage  and  comfort  him,  and  Co  reftore  him  to  bis 
ibrrow*  church  (late  among  you,  as  one  who  has  fecn  bis  Cn, 

who  loatbs  and  abhors  himfelf,  and  is  deeply  abafed  in 
his  own  eyes,  and  afHi&ed  for  it ;  and  is  enabled,  to 
turn  from  it  :  the  mod  gentle  and  compadionate  me¬ 
thods  fhould  now  be  taken  with  him  ;  left,  poffibly  one 
of  fo  contrite  a  fpirit,  fhould  be  overwhelmed  with  the 
exceffive  di  ft  refs  of  his  mind,  and  fink  into  utter  def* 


8  Wherefore  l 
tricech  you*  that 
wcuikl  confirm 

* 

your  love  towards 
him* 


pair. 

.  8  I  therefore  would  now  become  as  zealous  an  advo¬ 
cate  for  this  humble  penitent,  as  I  was  before  again  ft 
him,  while  he  perftftcd  in  his  vicious  courfe ;  I  earneft- 
]y  in  treat,  and  exhort  you  to  behave  in  fuch 

a  friendly  maimer  towards  him  as  (hall  carry  the  plained 
conviftion,  that  your  dealings  with  him,  from  hr  ft  to 
laft,  have  not  proceeded  from  any  hatred  to  his  period,  but 
only  to  his  enormous  crime,  and  from  a  fincere  concern 
for  his  fpiritual  benefit;  and  f  in  ft  ft  upon  ir,  that,  not- 
withftanding  his  great  fall,  ye  would  now  demonftrate 
and  ratify  your  love  to  him,  in  the  moil  affec¬ 

tionate  and  public  manner,  by  cordially  receiving  him 
again  into  your  holy  fellowship  and  performing  all  offices 
of  kindnefs  to  him,  as  a  reftored  brother. 

9  For 
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p  For  to  this 
cod  alto  did  I 

write*  that  1 

might  know  the 
proof  of  you, 
whether  ye  be  o- 
bedienl  hi  dl 
things* 


jo  To  whom 
ye  forgive  any 
thing,  1  forgive 
alio:  for  if  1  for- 
gave  any  thing,  to 
whom  1  forgiven , 
for  your  fak co  for¬ 
give  I  it,  in  the 

perfba  of  Chri  ft: 


ci  Left  Satin 
fhould  get  ui  ad- 
vintage  of  n»^  for 
wear*  not  igno¬ 
rant  of  his  devices* 


it  Further  non* 
when  I  came  to 

Troas 


9  For  this  alfo  is  one  great  end  that  1  have  proposed 
to  myfelf,  both  in  writing  to  you  before,  to  pats  a  juft 
ccnfure  upon  him,  arid  now,  to  releafe  him  from  it, 
(fee  the  note  on  ver .  3.)  that  I  might  try,  and  fee  what 
evidence  you  would  give  of  your  regard  to  my  apofto- 
lick  authority  j  whether,  or  not,  ye  would  own,  and 
fubmit  to  it  in  all  things,  relating  to  difeipline  as  well 
as  do&rine. 

10  And,  (<*')  to  encourage  your  ready  compliance 
with  what  I  now  recommend  to  you,  ye  may  be  well 
allured;. that  whomfoever,  upon  good  proof  given  of 
his  repentance,  ye  embrace  with  brotherly  afie&ioa, 
and  re-ad  mi  t  into  fellow  (hip- with  you,  as  one  whom  ye 
have  forgiven,  1  likewife  chearfully  concurring  with 
you  therein,  pals  by  his  offence ;  and,  on  fuppofition 
of  the  fincerity  of  his  repentance,  I  folemnly  pronounce 
him  to  be  forgiven  of  God,  who  confirms  in  heaven, 
what  bis  churches  do,  according  to  his  mind  and  will, 
upon  earth :  {Matth.  iviii.  18,  and  fee  the  note  on 
Matth ,  xvi.  1 9.)  For  whatever  penitent  among  you 
he  be,  whom  I  in  this  manner  have  forgiven,  it  has 
been  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  Chiift,  as 
therein  perfonating  him,  and,  as  it  were,  before  his 
face,  in  his  fight  and  prtfence  ;  (*» and  I  have 
done  this,  out  of  a  fpecial  regard  to  you,  that  1  might 
fliew  you  my  love,  {ver.  4.}  and  my  concern  for  your 
order,  peace,  and  comfort ;  and  that  be  might  be  Satis¬ 
fied,  as  to  the  warrantablenefs  of  your  procedure  in  re* 
{taring  fuch  an  one  to  the  church. 

11  I  am  the  more  follicitous  about^rnur  receiving 
him  again  ;  left  our  great  adverfary  the  devil,  who  en¬ 
vies  the  fuccefs  of  my  miniftry,  the  recovery  of  back- 
fliders,  and  your  edification  and  encreafe,  fhould  pre¬ 
judice  any  perfons  minds  againft  us,  and  make  them  a- 
fraid  of  joining  with  us,  for  being  of  a  rigid,  unfor¬ 
giving,  and  fevere  temper ;  or  left  he  fhould  difeoarage 
any  among  yourfelves,  and  harry  them  into  defpair,  or 
into  apoftacy ;  and  fo  fhould,  one  way  or  other,  over¬ 
reach  and  circumvent  us :  For  we  have  had  fo  many 
proofs,  and  fo  much  experience  of  his  malicious  de¬ 
signs,  as  have  (hewn  us  a  great  deal  of  his  fobtile  ftra- 
tagems,  who,  like  an  old  lerpent,  lies  in  wait  to  de¬ 
ceive,  and  to  obftruffc  the  progrefs  of  the  gnfpel,  and 
the  peace  and  profperity  of  the  church. 

L2  Now  (fc)  to  acquaint  you  with  another  thing, 
that  arofe  to  retard  my  coining  to  Corinth ,  and  yet  (hows 

roy  affc&ion  to  you ;  when  1  went  to  Troar,  iu  the 

Idler 
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Tr-m  co  preach 
CSrift1*  gofpcl, 

and  a  door  wn  o- 

P^nd  umo  mit  of 
the  Lord. 


13 1  had  no  reft 
h  my  fpirii,  be- 
Ciiifc  I  found  not 

Tt  ms  my  brother: 
butt  taking  my 
leave  of  them,  I 
went  from  thence 
bio  Macedonia. 


14  Now  thanks 
be  unto  God,  ^ 
which  always" 
oufcih  as  to  tri¬ 
umph  In  Chrift, 
and  maketh  me* 
nJfdl  the  fatoar 
<>f  his  knowledge 
bv  u«  Jo  every 
pi  tee. 


Icffer  jtjia*7  to  preach  the  gofpet,  which  Ch  rift  has  com-* 
routed  to  me*  and  which  principally  treats  of  him,  and 
of  falvation  atone  by  him  ;  ami  when,  at  my  arrival  thiw 
ther,  t  found  the  Lofd  Jefus  had  fo  difpoTtd  merits  fpi* 
fits,  by  reftrainmg  enemies*  and  inclining  many  to 
hear  the  word,  that  there  was  liberty  and  opportunity  of 
preaching  with  hopeful  profpefh  of  fucceft,  1  was  in* 
duced  to  ftay  fome  time  in  thofe  parts* 

13  Neverthelefs,  fuch  was  my  anxiety  about  yon* 
that  1  could  not  beeafy  in  my  own  mind*  becaufe  I  did 
not  meet  with  my  dear  brother  77/ai,  there*  as  I  ex- 
pefted,  that  I  might  (earn  from  him,  what  effect  my 
former  letter  had  upon  you,  and  how  things  flood  with 
you,  as  to  your  fptritual  affairs  *  but  talcing  myfarewcl 
of  the  church  at  th at  place,  I  travelled  from  thence  into 
the  province  of  Macedonia  in  fearch  of  him  ;  where  at 
length  1  found  him,  who  gave  me  a  very  comfortahli 
account  of  your  humblenefs  of  mind,  and  earned  delire 
to  rectify  what  had  been  amifs  1  and  of  youraffcftionaie 
difpofitions  toward  me.  {chap,  viu  6,  7*} 

14  Now,  bl  riled  be  the  father  of  mercies,  that  not* 
with  ft  uncling  the  great  oppofuion,  and  fore  tribulations 
of  various  Linds,  which  have  befallen  me,  and  other 
fellow-labourers  ;  he,  in  his  wonderful  corn!  efeen  (ion 
and  grace,  always  gives  us  rich  occafionsfor  and  carries 
our  fouls  into  a  holy  rejoicing  in  Chrift,  even  unto  ex¬ 
ultation,  as  making  os  more  than  conquerors  over  ' all 
our  enemies,  through  him,  who  has  loved  us,  and  is 


the  glory  of  our  mini  dry  :  And  we  can  never  he  thank¬ 
ful  enough  to  God,  who  not  only  reveals  Chrift  by  our 
numftrations ;  but  makes  his  name  and  gofpei  exceed* 
ing  precious  and  delightful,  tike  the  mod  fragrant  otnt** 
ment  poured  forth,  which  fills  the  air  with  a  pleaf<nt 
perfume,  and  is  exceeding  grateful  to  all  within  it’s 
reach  ;  And  who  makes  our  labours  acceptable  to  him* 
felf,  like  odours  of  incenfe,  and  Sacrifices  of  a  Tweet 


t  $  For  we  arc 
unto  God  a  fWret 
favour  of  CUrift* 

in 


fmelling  Savour,  through  Jefus  Chrifl,  at  Corinth^  as 
well  as  among  all  forts  of  people  wberefoever  we  come. 

15  For,  in  the  faithful  difeharge  of  our  com  mi  (lion, 
we  are  well  pleaGng  to  God,  on  Chrift’s  account,  and 
in  the  reference  that  our  doftrine  and  fcrviccs  have  to 
him;  both  with  rcfpecfc  to  thofe  that  are  effectually 

wrought 


NOTE* 


*  This  journey  to  Tran,  was  not  that  ers  think,  that  U  was »hen  tire  apoGle  paflhl 
Timtioncd  in  Aft s  avi,  &.  which  wat  fang  from  JEffaffa,  and  took.  Tr*u  in  hi*  way  to 
Won:;  nor  was  it  that  in  Aftixx.  d,  which  Maccfowe*  Afle  xx.  j  :  And  If  It  was  not 
was  from  Philippi  fa  j Maefdfiain  j  to  Tmti  then,  we  have  no  ol\\a  account,  in  the  Aftt 
whereif  this  wu  from  7>*at  to  Matefaia  of  the  Apoftlcs,  to  which  it  can  be  icfatcd. 
ivtr.  13,)  Bat  tbv  t^neralrty  *rf  taurprer- 

Vou  IV,  +0 
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jn  them  that  art 
froed,  andin  them 
that  acrifh» 


t  ff  To  the  one 
we  are  the  favour 
ofj  death  unto 
(kails  j  and  the 
other  :he  favour 
of  life  unt >  life: 
andieho  Uftiffid- 
ent  fur  tlicfc 


ij  For  we  are 

not  as  many* 

which  comipUbo 
'*fQfd  of  Cod :  bat 

as 


wrought  upon  by  it*  and  enabled  to  believe  to  the  lav¬ 
ing  of  their  fouls*  as  thr  glory  of  his  grace  \%  exalted  in 
them  *  and  with  refpc£i  to  thofe  that  reject  thegofpel* 
through  their  obltinacy  and  unbelirT*  to  their  own  per¬ 
dition,  as  the  glory  of  his  juflice  is  difplaytd  in  them  ; 
and  fu  he  favourably  accepts  our  labours  in  his  Son*  not 
according  to  their  fuceefs,  but  according  to  our  right 
principles*  motives*  and  ends*  diligence  and  integrity* 
in  fulfilling  them, 

1 6  To  fome  indeed*  as  tbe  fweetefl  feeat  is 

offenfive  and  pernicious  to  perfons  that  are  Tick,  or  that 
have  an  antipathy  to  it  *  fo  our  preaching  the  pure  gof* 
pci  of  Chrill,  which  h  excellent  in  and  highly 

acceptable  to  God*  is  difagreeable  to  their  carnal  minds* 
which  are  enmity  agninfl  God;  {Rom*  viii,  7*)  and  (as 
though  the  gofpel  were  like  the  miniltration  of  the  law* 
which  kills  inflead  of  giving  life*  cb&p *  tii*  6  )  it  even* 
tually  increafes  their  fpiritoal  death  and  condemnation* 
even  to  eternal  defiruffron*  through  the  depravity  of 
their  own  hearts*  which  obftimtdy  reject*  pervert  and 
abufe  it :  Hut  to  others*  (*'*  *>)  it  is  a  reviving  and  de¬ 
lightful  odour*  which  through  the  attending  power  of 
the  (pint*  recovers  them  from  the  death  of  fin*  to  the 
life  of  righteoufnefs*  and  continues  to  he  a  fweet  re fre fit¬ 
ment  to  them  afterwards,  under  all  their  foul-ficknefleS 
and  faintings,  troubles  and  trials*  till  tt  iiTues  in  their 
complete  enjoyment  of  eternal  life.  How  affe£Hng  and 
important  are  thefc  events  jrf  our  minjftry  !  and  how 
great  is  the  difficulty  of  fulfilling  it*  in  a  wife  and  faith¬ 
ful  manner*  with  an  humble*  holy*  and  dtfinttrefted 
zeal  for  the  glory  of  Chrift*  the  manifefbation  of  the 
truth  to  the  confidences  of  our  hearers*  and  the  good  of 
immortal  fouls;  and  with  a  fui  table  add  refs  to  different 
perfons  and  cafes*  that  every  one  may  have  his  portion 
in  due  feafon  !  what  vain  pretender*  like  your  falfe 
teachers,  can  be  fit  to  engage  in  this  arduous  and  fotemn 
fervicc  ?  Nay*  who  of  himfelf,  be  he  the  beftaod  great- 
cit  man  upon  earth*  {chap*  iii.  tj*)  is  ccjual  to  it*  and 
capable  of  going  through  it*  with  fiich  a  temper  of  fpi- 
rit*  as  becomes  him  ;  and  to  fuch  advantage,  as  is  molt 
de  fir  able  ?  And  yet  I  fay  that  our  faithful  labours  are 
acceptable  to  God  in  Chrift*  whatever  the  iflues  of  them 
may  he  to  others, 

j 

1 7  For  we  are  not  like  many  of  the  juddtzing  teach¬ 
ers  who  adulterate*  and  debafe  the  pure  aad  glorious 
gofpel  of  the  blefled  God*  by  mingling  legal  obfer- 
vances*  and  human  inventions  with  ir*  to  ferve  their 
own  pride  and  avarice*  as  jrintoers  corrupt  tbeir  neat 

wines 
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"15?*?  win€S'  (*“rrtl“,"0  by  injurious  mixtures  fur  the  fake  of 

u£*S$*  %'n :  ?u5  we.  Preacl>  thc  ««  and  genuine  gofpcl  of 
vein  Chrift.  Chrifl  inure*  juU  a£  we  received  it  from  him,  without 

any  alterations*  additions*  or  fecuJar  views,  as  vt'vb  *i\ 
honeft  plain  heartednefs,  free  from  craft,  or  deceit 
{chap*  iv.  2*)  and  a s  by  the  authority,  guidance,  and  in¬ 
fluence  of  God  himfelf ;  and,  in  all  our  difeourfes,  we 
fpeafc.  confcientioufly,  as  in  the  fight  and  prefence  of  the* 
pmnifcient  God,  looking  for  all  acceptance  with  him,' 
in  and  through  the  great  Mediator,  who  is  the  govern¬ 
ing  fubjeft  of  our  mini  ft  ry* 

j 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  a  tender  love  and  concern  have  faithful  paftors  for  their  Bocks  !  They 
arc  exceeding  folHcitous  about  their  affairs  ;  they  make  their  furrows  and  joys 
their  own,  and  are  wilting  to  keep  upas  good  an  opinion  ofthtm,  as  potfible; 
they  are  grieved  at  heart.  When  any  of  them  fall  into  {in,  and  pcrfifi  with  fuch  ob- 
fiinacy  in  it,  as  to  oblige  the  church  to  caft  them  out  of  it’s  communion;  they  arc 
carnelttydeftrous  that  fuch  offenders  may  be  brought  to  repentance,  and,  upon 
good  evidence  that  they  are  fo,  would  have  them  reftoredio  the  fellowftjlp.  and 
affetfion  of  the  whole  community,  left  they  ftiouldbefwallowed  up  with  overmuch 
fnrrow,  And  why  frouM  not  churches  take  ofT  their  cenfii  res,  when  the  proper 
ends,  for  which  they  were  inflicted,  are  anfwered?  To  be  unforgiven  toting 
whom  we  have  ground  to  hope  God  has  pardoned,  U  x  ufabcdiencc  to  Chrift’a 
authority ;  and  gives  Satan  an  advantage*  agniuft  the  humble  penitent,  to  drive  him 
to  Jcfpair;  and  again  ft  the  church,  to  bring  an  odium  upon  it,  as  though  \t  w?rc 
uncharitably  fevere.  And  alas!  How  many  are  the  wiles  of  i be  devil,  for  fnp- 
planting the  canfe  ofChrift,  which  it  is  our  wifeiom  and  duty  to  obfrrvc,  and 
guard  again# !  But  hie  fled  be  God,  who  will  make  his  precious  gofprl  trium¬ 
phant,  to  the  joy  of  his  fervanU,  whoft  confcicnces  bent  witneft  to  their  intcim- 
ty,  in  defiance  of  all  opposition;  and  will  take  plcafure  in  it’s  miniftritions,  whe¬ 
ther  they  iffhe  in  the  righteous  deftra&pn  of  thole,  whofe  c*arn.ri  hearts  arc  avrrfc 
toil;  or  in  the  fpiritual  line  and  eternal  falvntion  of  thole,  that  believe  through 
grace.  O  how  awful,  on  one  hand;  bow  delightful,  on  the  other ;  aud  how  dif¬ 
ficult  aiuj  important,  on  the  whole,  is  the  work  of  the  miniftry  1  We  may  welt 
cry  out,  who  is  fufficient  for  thefe  things  ?  And  if  any  are  wifeatid  faithful  ftew- 
ards  in  dtfpenfing  them,  and  that  with  good  cHeft*  it  is  all  of  God.  Wo  be  it  to 
thofe,  the  number  of  which  is  too  great,  that  corrupt  the  limplieity  of  the  gofpcl ; 
but  they  who,  through  divine  light  ?nd  influence  preach  and  maintain  the  puri¬ 
ty  of  it1 ri  do^frincsi  according  to  the  word  of  God,  as  in  the  integrity  of  their 
hearts,  with  di  [inter  riled  views,  and  as  under  his  all-feeing  eye,  may  be  humbly 
confident,  for  their  encouragement,  that  whether  their  luccefs  be  more  orleis, 
they  and  their  labours  (hall  be  gracioufly  accepted  of  him  iu  the  beloved. 


* 


CHAP.  III. 

+ 

The  apofile  appeals  to  the  Corinthians  for  the  good  effects  ef  hit  mtnijhy 
upon  tbemy  the  glory  of  which  be  aferihs  tntirely  to  God,  iy— 5. 
Shews  the  preference  of  the  gofpet  to  the  legal  adminifl ration ,  6,—i  t  * 
And  that  his  preaching  it  was  fuitahh  to  if:  excellency  and  evidence  y 
and  had  an  enlightening  and  transforming  ejfcacy7  through  tic  power 

ef  the  hly  Ghcjt  Zly— 10* 

O  2 


Para 
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Text* 

T\0  wc  begin  a- 
^  gain  tty  eom- 
ihend  trtufjlvcs  ? 
or  need  we,  a$ 


fcme  others,  e- 
pi<'l«  of  com^ 
condition  to  you, 
or  letter h  of  com* 
mcadatioa  from 


i  Ycarecure* 
piftl e  written  \n 
nurhcari^kno^n 
and  read  of  all 

men ; 


*3  Fora  (much  as 
yc  are  maiircflfir 
dedarec  to  he  tire 
epifUc  of  Chrifl;, 
mtniftred 


PdlUP^RASE. 

DO  wc*  the  Minifters  of  Chrift;  and  particularly  do 
I  myfelf,  who  am  chiefly  flruck  at  by  the  falie  a- 
polUes*  and  fpcak  with  a  fpccial  eye/o  my  own  juft  and 
netefliry  vindication  *;  Do  we  I  fay  now  again  begin* 
like  vain  glorious  per  fens,  to  fet  out  our  own  praifes*  by 
avowing  our  fincerity  and  fidelity*  [chap.  ii.  17.)  as 
feme  may  ccnfure  us  for  having  done  before,  in  the 
former  epiftle,  chap *  iv  ?  No,  we  are  far  from  fe eking 
glory  of  men;  (1  Theft*  ii.  6.)  but  it  is  for  your,  ami 
the  gofpei’s  fake*  that  we  fay  any  thing  of  that  afpeft: 
[chap*  v*  12.)  Or  do  we  (land  in  need,  as  the  falfe  a- 
poftlcs  do*  of  any  letters  of  recommendation  from  other 
churches*  to  ingratiate  ourfelves  with  you  l  Or  hare  we 
any  occafion  lor  your  giving  us  a  good  ebarafter,  to  in* 
troducc  us  to  the  favour  of  others  ?  No*  we  neither  aft, 
nor  need  any  fuch  thing  of  you,  or  them, 

2  Ye  yourfelves,  the  dear  feals  of  our  miniftry*  (1 
Cor*  ix,  2*)  are  our  letters  teftimonial,  every  way  better, 
and  more  convincing  in  them fel ves*  and  more  defirable 
in  our  account*  than  the  higheft  encomiums,  that  words 
could  heap  upon  us;  teflimonials  fo  deeply  impre fled 
on  our  hearty  that  we  can  neverforgetthem*  nor  think 
of  them  without  joy  and  praife;  and  fo  evident  to  all  a* 
round  you,  that  they  cannot  but  be  legible,  and  known 
amongft  all,  that  are  acquainted  with  you*  or  have 
heard  of  God's  remarkable  work*  through  our  labours* 
upon  you,  __ 

3  For,  by  the  gifts  and  graces  bellowed  upon  you* 
7®  are  openly  manifefted  to  be  ChrilVs  own  cpiftte* 
which  he  has  formed,  and  publilhed  to  the  world,  by 
means  of  qur  .minillrations  in  his  name;  an  cpifllc 
written,  not  with  ink,  like  tbofe  which  the  falfe  apoftles 
want  from  you,  and  which  arc  the  only  ones*  that  ye 
could  write  for  them*  or  us;  but  an  epittle  formed  by 
the  powerful  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  is  dTen- 
tially  one  with  the  Father  and  Son,  as  a  man's  foul  is 
with  him  fell  f,  and  is  the  Spirit  of  the  only  true  God* 

who 


NOTES. 

*  Though  the  spoftle  principally  amends  of  Cbrijt7  as  fellas  of  tie  Fi/Vr;  hm  Hke- 
himfq[fT  mort  dircdly  affected  hy  the  re-  irife  from  the  Csrusthiatts  being  culled  in  the 
|>rrachc<  of  his  advofarie?,  and  vindicated  former  part  of  ihi*  veri'e,  iixtpifljctf  Cbrtir* 
•gain ft  them  ^  yei  he  firms  to  include  his  as  the  proper  author  of  it  ;  in  diftintfion 
brethren,  fiirh  as  Tiwtbj  SHththbs,  and  from  the  minin^y  concern,  that  theapo:- 
Titevwbo  are  mentioned,  chop.  L  r,  ip,  tie  had  in  formhg  it ;  And  fince  tie  S«r ir 
and  iv  1  partly  to  ferenc  himiiJf  from  ea-  u  here  fpoken  of,  as  the  immediate  divine 
▼y,  and  partly  tn  defend  thdr  chv^cn  to*  ^tnt,  who  wroie  this  eptftfc*  aiv 

gerher  with  hie  own,  olio  to  confttW  him  as  cjbhir*!i/  one  wii!\ 

f  That  Cbrifi  U  included  in  fh<  Awn/  Gvd  though  .perfiaalfy  difliott  from,  the  Father 
here  mentioned,  appears  not  only  from  the  and  Son*  (fie  the  woieon  s  Cor*  si*  11: 
I't/ji'ifV  being  io  other  place*  ftlkd  Spirit 
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mini  ft  red  by  tjt, 
written  do’  with 
ink,  bu«  with  'be 

J^intot  the  linn* 
C*d ;  not  in 
of  ftjjie, 
toil  i»  flciftly 
irJrtoftWlcart* 


4  And  fuch 
troll  \avc  wr 
through  CJuifl  tft 

God-u’ard. 


t  Not  (hat  « 
ire  *i»fFic?eut  of 
ourfelvt  to  think 
an  f  (•‘inj  as  of 
ourfrl^ ;  _  but 
our  fuffidcricy  it 
«f  God ; 


6  Who  a[(b 
hath  made  usable 
mi oifters  of  r he 
ticw  tciUrrunt, 
not  of  Ui t  letter, 

but 


who  has  life  neceflarlly  in  himfelf,  and  is  rhe  fountain 
and  giver  of  it  to  others;  and  a:i  epiftle  written,  not 
like  the  moral  law  of  ten  commandments  in  tables  of 
ftonc;  {ExctL  jxh*  i2t  and  xxxiv.  i*)  nor  in  unrege- 
nerate  hearts,  that  are  dead  and  fenfeiefe,  obdurate  and 
unyielding,  as  a  ft one;  but  in  the  under  and  pliant,  li¬ 
ving  and  fen  fib  te  tables  of  your  fouls,  which,  being  re¬ 
newed  by  grace,  are  made  fufceptible  and  retentive  of 
every  fpi ritual  and  holy  imprefiion,  according  to  the 
new  covenant  promife,  that  God  will  take  away  the  ftt> 
ny  heart  out  of  his  peoples  flefh,  ?ni  will  give  them  an 
heart  of  fldfh.  ( Ezik  xxxvi,  26  ) 

4  And  we  have  hope  toward  God,  thro*  our  Lord 
Jvfus  Chrift,  that  this  happy  clr*  ot>  according  to  the 
promife,  is  indeed  wrought  in  you;  and  .hatour  minif- 
try  lhall  ftitl  be  owned  of  him,  and  made  fuccefsful,  in 
producing  rhe  fame  good  cffe£t  upon  many  others  to 
his  glory  and  the  further  vindication  of  our  character. 

5  Not  that  we  a  flu  me  any  honour  to  ourfelves?  no, 

we  frankly  acknowledge  that,  as  to  any  ability  of  our 
own,  if  left  to  ourfelves,  we,  like  other  men,  are  ut* 
terly  incapable  of  To  much,  as  thinking  one  jruly  good 
and  fpi  ritual  thought  *;  much  left  are  we  able,  of  our- 
feives,  )  to  reafon  at  fuch  a  rate,  as  fhatl  be 

effcQual  to  the  converfion  of  others:  But  all  our  fuffici- 
cncy  or  fitnefs,  for  one  and  the  other,  is  entirely  and  a- 
lonc  of  God,  by  the  operation  of  his  Spirit  in  us,  and 
with  os:  We  therefore  humbly  rely  upon  him  for 

and  aferibr  the  glory  of  it  all  to  him, 

6  Who  has  gracioufly  furnifhed  us  with  every  need*- 
ful  qualification,  and  gives  us  all  feafonable  aftiftances, 
to  make  us  faithful,  and  fucccfeful  minifters  of  the  gof- 
pet,  which  exhibits  the  new  covenant,  in  its  ucmolt  e- 
vidence,  freenefs,  and  fulnefs,  as  it  is  now  confirmed 
by  the  death  of  Chrift;  minifters,  I  fay,  not  of  the  lawj 
which  the  jvdaiziug  teachers  are  fo  fond  of,  and  which 
may  be  Called  the  letter)  in  allufion  to  God's  Utcrattj 
writing  its  moral  precepts  by  his  own  Anger,  or  extra¬ 
ordinary  power;  ( Exod .  xxxi*  18,  and  Dent*  ix*  10-) 
and  to  intimate  the  weaknefs  of  the  then  prefan  difpen- 
farion,  as  in  itfeif  a  dead  letter:  But  he  has  made  us 
Minifters  of  the  go/pelj  which  was  not  only  indited  by. 


NOTE. 

*  apoftle  Teems  to  argue  from  the  thought!,  and  produce  an  effrfhid  and  iho- 
kftto  ihc  greater;  If  die^  wetc  not  fuRtcknt  rnii^li  cfc^iirc  ia  their  harts,  by  all  then- 
o;  themfdvcs  to  do  folnull  3  thing,  as  to  turn  with  tUzm  \  but  ill  mull  he 

think  a  good  (Sought,  that  ftwtild  be  pica-  fcurvly  (o  ii<c  i-iwci  of  God  us  u’ork- 

lint*  to  Go  |f  and  beneficial  to  their  *r*n  iotils  in£  iu  by* 

Idi  ccdd  they  trSyirt  others  fli:h  tiidi 
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but  of  the  fpirlf : 

for  the  letter  kill- 
e:h  bjt  t  ^  ^  tpivit 
5*veth 


}  But if them i* 

nittrifiijn  of 

dentil,  wriTtcnaW 
engrwen  \n 

ft  ones  v  wifi  glori¬ 
ous,  to  Unit  the 

children  iif  Ifrat-l 

coali  not  ftedfart- 
ly  betaU  the  face 
of  Mo  fa,  foe  the 

f-ory^thjfi  churc- 

tcu  ar-cc,  which 

jf/crj  Wdt  to  be 
done  awiy ; 

8  How  fhillnot 
the  minilhatton 
ofthe  Jpiritbcia- 
tiier  ^brioufi? 


hut  is  like  wife  accompanied  with  the  holy  Spirit,  as  the 
moans  by  which  he  works,  and  in  the  difpenfation  of 
which  he  is  given,  to  make  it  efficacious  to  faying  pur- 
pofcs;  and  therefore  takes  its  denomination  of  /pint 
from  him,  in  op  petition  to  the  law,  which  was,  in 
great  meafure  at  lcaft,  deftitute  of  his  energy  *:  For 
the  law  it  ft  If y  by  (hewing  a  man  his  duty,  and  giving 
him  no  atiiftance  tu  perform  it,  and  yet  condemning 
him  for  every  d^fe£t,  deftroys  all  hope  of  falvarion,  and 
binds  him  over  to  dettnictiou,  while  he  continues  un¬ 
der  it;  But  the  £o//>r/,  attended  with  the  light  and  a- 
gency  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  the  means  of  making  dead 
tinners  alive  to  God,  and  of  bringing  them  into  a  flate 
of  acceptance  with  him  to  eternal  life, 

7,  8.  And  {**)  if  the  law,  which  was  in  itfelf  an  ad* 
miniftraricn  that  tended  to  death,  and  ilTued  in  endlefs 
deftru£Honio  all,  that  were  left  under  it,  without  look¬ 
ing  any  further;  and  which  was  written  in 

letters  of  God’s  own  forming,  and  engraven  on  tables 
of  done;  if  this  law  was  delivered  with  a  glory,  («*?*) 
when  God  appeared  in  awful  folemnityat  mount  Sinaiy 
and  converted  with  Mofes  in  fuch  an  immediate  manner, 
as  imprcdld  fo  (Inning  a  glory  upon  his  countenance, 
that,  when  he  returned  to  the  people,  its  luftre  was  too 
tlazning  for  the  lfraslites  to  look  upon  it  with  fledfaft* 
nefs,  becaufe  of  the  more  than  human  brightnefs,  that 
was  fhed  upon  it;  which  brighmefs  was  to  laft  but  a 
little  while,  to  intimate  that  the  dark  difpenfation,  they 
were  then  under,  mutt  continue,  till  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  its  pretigurative  defign  in  Chrtft:  If,  I  fay, 
there  was  fuch  a  vifiblc  glory  in  this  terrible  difpenfation, 
and  fuch  an  honour  was  put  upon  Mofts  in  mi  ni  firing  jr, 
how  much  greater  glory,  of  a  fpiritual -nature,  mull 
there  be  in  the  delightful  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel, 
which  is  attended  with  the  enlightning  and  quickning, 
fanftifying,  and  faying  operations  of  the  blefEed  fptrjr; 
and- is  the  means,  by  which  his  gifts  and  graces  are  con¬ 
veyed  to  them  that  believe  l  And  how  much  more  ei* 

cellcnt 


NOTE 


*  It  ifiapp^reat  to  me,  that  hr  the  tetter 
In  iitun.  iif  17.  fo  heic,  chc  apoftit  meant 
the  difpfnftlhit i  which  he  aitcrw^iLs 

Ciilja  /if  ntliiflrsfc:}  vf  df!tthr  and  rinlanne* 
tivnr  vlt.  t.  o;  ihat  by  Spirit  t  he  me-rn 
thegtfpei  which  be  ra!U  :)i«  «ii- 

ntftrzi&n  ttf  the  Spirt,  v&d  cf  r:$hu<titf-tcf}y 
vfr,  s.o*  For  he  u!i  along  fuc*  one  of 
if)  to  nt  other  ;  the  Kelt  of  wlt'ch 

may  be  cullsd  th?  k?iert  aod  the  tlco’td,  the 
Spirit  w  for  realcos  frivoi  tn  the  ; 

Jvrt  thauph  W  (he  It  '.vr,  *m*i  iht  RsiuJirniw 
tf/  j-r.H-r,  -7. 1  he  -etuii  ciofl 


imwsdcaUfj-  tn  point  at.  the  maml  he,  to* 
gether  w:  h  ft*s  curie,  a*  woven  inrothH^d- 
rnimftraruin  ;  ye:  he  defaced  to  include  the 
whole  cf  the  A 'Xnfidrk  or  legal  dHpen&tian 
For  when  in  another  view  he  fpeakfi  of  it 
at  that  which  U  date  awart  £nd  was  repre- 

/ectaj  by  the  veil  which  A lefts  pvt  on  bh  ftec 
ver  i  r.  I  ji  he  moft  £rttrfy  intends  the 
rt mania i  bv  ;  and  ft t  coniider^tbc  Old  Tejr- 
ver-  14,-cf  ihe  whole  of  ihe  Jett  :1 
dif^enfa:ion,  a?  obscure,  and  iofullicicnL 
\iCcU\  fur  bringing  in  n^hteo'j/hefs  unt  iH-’'- 

in  r>^pcij:;9U  to  die  s<Uniitirtr-uoJi- 


p  For  if  the 
niftra  ton  01  COti’ 
tl  cm  nation  tx  gta* 
r>\  much  im>!c 
d-i*h  thd  miiiil'- 
irarion  of  ri^htc- 
oalncft  exceed  iu 
(Ivry. 


10  For  even  that 

»hich  w=s  maJe 

glorious  had  ro 
$)ory  in  this  re- 
ipedl,  hj  r^ifon 
of  he  glory  that 
exctfhth. 
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,  cellent  and  amiable  mull  the  glory  be,  which  it  puts  u- 
pon  the  Ministers,  who  are  qualified  and  authorized  to 
preach  it,  and  upon  thofc  that  by  faith  receive  it,  and 
are  themfclvea  transformed  imo  its  glorious  likenefsf 
(  ver .  i  B +) 

p  For  if  there  was  fuch  a  glory,  as  we  plainly  fee 
there  was  a  very  awful  one,  in  Ehe  miniftry  that  left 
the  people  under  a  fentcnce  of  condemnation;  fundy 
then,  the  mini  (by  of  the  gofpel,  in  which  the  lighten 
oufnefs  of  God  is  revealed,  fjr  the  ju ft i'Gcation  of  every 
true  believer  in  Chrift ;  and  by  means  of  which,  faith 
kfclf,  whereby  wc  believe  unto  right eoufnefs,  is  wrought 
iu  the  heart;  (Rom*  1.  iy,  and  x*  4,  jo,  17.J  this  il~ 
luflrious  and  powerful  mini  dry  mult  needs  be  as  much 
more  abundantly  tranfeendent  in  its  endearing  excellence 
and  honour,  as  the  divine  glory,  which  fhines  forth  m 
righteoufnefs  to  eternal  life,  furpafles  that,  which  isdif- 
played  in  condemnation  to  eternal  death. 

10  For  even  the  legal  difpenlarion,  divinely  glorious 
as  it  appeared  robe  in  the  externa!  manner  of  its  ma- 
jeftic  introduction  at  mount  £z7ftzr,  lofes  all  its  luftre, 
and  fades  away,  like  a  letter  light  at  the  riling  of  a 
greater,  and  admits  of  no  comparifon  with  the  gofpel 
difpenfauon  of  light  and  grace,  becaufr  of  the  fupera* 
bundant  and  permanent  glory  of  this,  beyond  that. 

11  For  if  there  really  was  a  glory  in  the  Old  Tefta* 
ment-difpenfarion,'  which,  on  account  of  its  weaknefs 
and  imperfcfiian,  is  now  fee  afide,  and  brought  to  its 
period;  much  more  mult  the  New  Teftament-difpenfa* 
lion  which  is  fo  excellent  in  itfelf,  and  introduces  a 
kingdom  v/bicb  cannot  he  movedt  (Keh.  zii,  a3.)  but  (hail 
abide  without  any  alteration  of  its  privileges  and  ordin¬ 
ances  to  the  end  of  time,  be  truly,  emphatically,  and 
beyond  ail  comparifon,  glorious* 

11  Being  therefore,  upon  thefe  con fi derations,  fully 
perfuaded  of  the  fuperior  worth  and  excellency  of  the 
gofpeU  above  the  legal  difpenfarion ;  and  having  an 
humble  confidence  in  the  Lord,  that  he  will  make  it  ef¬ 
fectual  to- the  fa  1  vat  i  00  of  many  fouls;  we  arc  embold¬ 
ened  to  ufe  great  freedom,  opennefs  2  ml  plain  nets  in 
our  way  of  preaching  the  word  of  his  grace,  without  a- 
ny  fhynefs,  fear,  or  difguife,  on  one  rand:  or  any  em- 
belUfhment  of  human  art,  and  oratory,  si*  though  they 
were  needful  to  rccommun]  it,  on  the  other. 

13  And  wc  don’t  go  about ,in  any  manner  to  hide  or 
^conceal  its  in trinfic,  native  beauties,  as  Mqfes  covered 
his  face  with  a  veil,  to  hide  the  bright  fhrntng  of  his 

ffrctHieSi  he  the:  e- 
*  * 

DV 


it  Fur  if  that 
if  done  ^ 
wiy  wa*  glorious, 

much  more  that 

which  itoxiaeth 
i±  gloriout. 


1 1  feeing  then 
that  we  Have  fnch 
hope,  we  ufc 
|rr«t  plainncfs  of 
ipecdi* 


13  And  nofas 
Mo&Sj  vhicb  put 

xnt]  ovsrhisfVe, 

tiat 


countenance  from  the  view  c£  :'“c 


that  the  rhiidicn 

of  liVacL  toiOd 
not  ^e-Maftlyknik 
to  tlicmtf  i-f  Tha 
*hicb  is  abuiilli- 
ed. 


14  Bat  tbrir 

minds  wcreblind* 

edj  for  until  this 

day  remainethihc 

time  tail  pn  taken 

aw-v  ,  hi  the 
*  ■ 

t&dhij'  of  the 
OM  Tdlmnent; 
which  va*i  is  done 
away  in  Chrft. 
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by  intimating,  in  an  emblematical  way,  that  partly 
through  the  obfeurity  of  the  difpenfation  they  were  ua* 
dcr,  and  partly  through  the  carnality  of  their  own  hearts, 
they  could  not  look  through  it,  and  behold  by  afteady 
faith  it's  true  and  ultimate  feepe  and  dcfigni  or  take  in 
clear  conceptions  of  the  antitype  and  fgbuance  of  thofe 
legal  types  and  (hadows,  which  are  now  no  longer  to  be 
ufrd  in  religious  worfhip,  a £  having  been  fulfilled  in 
Chrift. 

14  But  their  intellectual  powers  (iTa^fa)  were  ftu' 
pified  and  blinded ;  their  beans,  being  as  hard,  as  the 
tables  of  (tone,  pn  which  the  moral  law  was  written, 
{yer*j*}  and  their  thoughts  as  obfeure,  as  the  types 
and  fhadows,  which  referred  to  the  things  of  the  got* 
pel:  [ver+  iV)  And  though  that  gloomy  difpenfation 
is  now  brought  to  an  end,  and  fuccteded-by  one  more 
excellent,  which  explains  it;  yet  the/w^r<3/«darknefi 
of  the  minds  of  the  unbelieving  Jew^  who  (till  ad* 
here  to  it,  effe&ually  hinders  their  difeeming  the  great 
and  glorious  things  intended,  and  prefigured  by  it :  For 
to  this  very  day,  the  fame  veil  of  ignorance  and  blind* 
jiefe  mil  covers  their  understandings,  when  they  read 
the  Old  Te (lament  writings,  as  if  the  object  lay  as 
much  concealed,  as  ever,  under  the  veil  of  diiiant 
predi£tions,  and  obfeure  types  and  figures  **  This  ob¬ 
jective  veil  is  now  removed  by  the  coming  of  Chfift, 
and  by  the  clear  explications  of  the  New  Teftament, 
which  (hew  how  exactly  and  completely  all  is  fulfilled, 
by  what  he  has  done  and  fuffered,  who  is  the  end  of  the 
taw  for  rigkteovfncfs  to  every  one  that  believes ;  (Rom* 
r.  «*)  and  ihe  fsbjeRive  veil  itfelf  is  uken  off  from  the 
minds  of  true  believers,  by  the  illuimnattou  of  his 
Spirit,  to  lead  them  into  the  knowledge  of  Chrift.  . 

15  But  I  fay,  with  refpect  to  the  unbelieving  carnal 
JevjSi  that  even  to  this  very  day,  amidft  fo  clear  a  re¬ 
velation  of  the  object  itfcjf  in  gofpei  light,  there  (till 
remains  fuch  an  internal  (jarknefs  upon  their  underftand- 
ings,  through  their  own  pride,  lulls,  and  prejudices, 
hardnefs  of  heart,  and  foodnefs  for  ceremonial  obfer- 
Vances,  and  for  fetting  up  a  righteoufnefs,  of  their 
own,  ss  makes  them  fo  incapable  of  perceiving  things 
in  a  juft  light,  that  when  the  law  of  Mofes  is  read,  as  it 
is  in  their  fynagogues  every  fabbath-dviy,  (AQs  xv,  21.} 

they 

T  E, 

object  itfdf,  as  that  was  bill  under  types  and 
figures.  The  firft  of  theft  is  certainly  in¬ 
tended,  ver*  is,  16.  and  in  the  former 
purt  of  iJiis  vcrC:;  but  both  may  be  inc!ud- 

iHjn  the  la  ft  ctaufe,  j$  slfb  in  vtrt  ao- 
co:ilS;i£  to  tbe  Curie  ^ireu  in  the  puraphiiic* 


Tj  BptevcnnnT 
fo  this  day,  when 

Moles 


N  O 

*  The  apofttc  nvinifefliy  rpeaJcs  in  iJhj 
diicoiine  of  a  doubt r  veil*  wtuch  fprod  o- 
Vcr  (he  a»H  jpioht  be  f^urjiively 

indicated  by  the  reiJ  ^  ifre  fact  *>1  jVjtfri, 
ver*  r  one  inttrux!  oti  th^jr  minih,  j* 
Here  blind**  3  md  the  oilier  uurzal  on  the 


Ch.  iii.  The  fccond EplJIU  to  the  Corinthians  paraphrafed. 


Mofct  u  real,  the 
nii  is  npofl  their 
heart. 


t6  Ncmt  thtlcfs, 
uhen  it  JhaJhufQ 
to  the  l-oni,  the 
tail  (hall he  taken 
away. 


1 1  How  the 
J-ord  U  that  Spi¬ 
rit  r  and  where 
the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  rr,  there  is 
Lbercj. 


,1  But  we  all 
with  open  face, 
beholding  as  m  a 
phis  the  glory  of 
the  Lard,  are 
rhmgtd  into  the 
fame  tmaqr,  from 
gtoi  j  to  $lwjy  e- 

VtB 


they  can  no  more  difeern  its  true  and  fpiritual  mean¬ 
ing,  in  its  reference  to  Chrift,  than  the  Ifradites  could 
fee  through  the  veil  on  their  typical  Mediator’s  face,  or 
could  ftcdfaftly  behold  the  glory  of  his  countenance, 
when  the  veil  was  removed  from  it,  at  the  delivering  of 
the  law, 

1 6  Neverthelefs,  as  Mofes  took  the  veil  off  from  his 
face,  when  he  turned  from  the  people  to  go  in  before 
the  Lord;  ( Exod .  xxxiv.  34.)  fo  when  ever  the  happy 
time  Dial!  come,  for  the  body  of  that  people  to  be  na* 
t  ion  illy  converted  to  the  Lord  Jefus  ;  or  when  any  of 
their  hearts  (w i\  15  }  {hail  be  effe£tuaily  wrought  up¬ 
on,  by  his  fpiht,  to  turn  to  him,  and  receive  him  by 
faith,  as  the  only  true  Mtffiah,  then  that  internal  veil 
fhali  be  taken  off,  as  the  external  one  is  already  *  (o 
that  the  eyes  of  their  underftandings  (hall  be  enlightned 
to  fee  how  ail  the  types,  figures,  and  predi£tions  of  the 
law  have  a  complete  and  glorious  accompiilhmeat  in 
dm  ft* 

17  Now  the  Lord  Jefus,  who  will  take  away  this 
internal  veil,  which  lies  upon  their  hearts,  is  himfelf 
in  his  divine  nature,  by  way  of  eminence,  a fpirit%  as 
God  is  faid  to  be;  [John  iv.  24*)  and,  in  his  office  ca¬ 
pacity,  he  is  a  quiekntng  /pint*  1  Cor.  xy»  4;.)  and  the 
words  that  he  /peaks  are  fpirit  and  life ;  (John  vi*  63*) 
he  having  power  in  himfelf  to  quicken  whom  be  w//, 
(John  v.  21 *}  and  to  convey  the  holy  Spirit,  for  making 
dead  fouls  Jive,  by  means  of  the  gofpel :  And  wherever 
this  divine  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Jefus  dwells,  by  way  of 
peculiar  relation  and  vital  operation  in  any  foul,  there 
is  2  bkfled  freedom  from  the  daiknefs  that  had  over- 
fpread  its  mind,  and  from  the  bondage  of  rhe  legal  ad- 
miniftratiqp  5  and  a  correfpondent  freedom  from  the 
guilt  and  power  of  fin,  and  from  the  curfe  and  con-* 
denotation  of  the  law  and,  in  confequence  of  all  this, 
there  is  a  holy  and  delightful  liberty  of  fpirit,  in  its 
accefs  to  God,  and  communion  with  him,  as  a  recon¬ 
ciled  God  and  Father. 

18  And  (*)  all  of  us  who  believe  in  Chrift,  and 
have  his  fpirit  dwelling  in  us,  being  brought  into  the 
open  light  and  full  liberty  of  the  gofpel-ftate,  and  be* 
ing  delivered  from  that  ignorance  and  blindnets,  which 
before  covered  our  minds  ;  now  behold  by  faith  the 
unveiled  glory  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  in  whom  all  the  law 
is  fulfilled,  and  all  the  divine  perfections  are  iliuftri- 
oufly  difplayed,  and  harmonically  exalted  :  And  as  the 
fact*  of  Mofis  (hone  with  a  heavenly  likened,  by  the 
imereffion  which  be  received  in  feeing  the  glory  of 

God 


si 8  The  fetmd  Epifile  to  the  Cosinthiins  paraphrased.  Cn.  iii. 


•ntm  ai  by  the  8pi- 
til  of  tic 


God  %  (per.  7*)  fo,  by  the  clear  view  which  Faith  gives 
us  of  ChrifTs  glory  in  the  gofpel,  as  in  a  mirror  or 
looktng*ghrS)  which  dirt  in  illy  seprefents  rhe  very  i* 
mage  of  things  in  opposition  to  the  dark  hints  under 
the  law,  which  were,  at  beft,  but  an  obfeure  fludow 
of  them  *,  we  are  effectually  transformed  into  Ch rift's 
owA  amiable  and  holy  Ukencfs,  by  a  progreffion  from 
the  glory  of  the  Old  TefUment  to  the  mu^h  brighter 
glory  of  the,  New,  (ver*  7,— 11*)  and  by  a. glory  re- 
fled  d  upon  us,  and  derived  to  us,  from  his  glory ; 
and  that  from  one  degree  of  grace  and  holinefs  to  ano¬ 
ther,  in  proportion  ro  the  ftrength  and  cleamefs  of  this 
realizing  view,  which  is  glory  begun  %  and  from  the 
beginnings  of  this  divine  work  upon  earth,  to  the  com* 

pleating  of  it  in  heaven,  which  is  grace  perfe&ed  in 
glory ;  And  all  this  is  effefted  by  the  peculiar  agency 
and  ifupreflion  of  rhe  Lord,  the  Spirit, 
who  is  bimfelf  a  divine  perfen,  and  comes  as  the  fpirit 
of  the  Lord  Chrift  to  glorify  him,  by  means  of  gofpel 
ibtniftrations«  (Joknxvu  14,) 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

Ekfled  be  God,  that  our  lot  ts  call  under  the  gofpel  ftatc,  which  fo  vaftly,  and 
beyond  all  companion,  excels  the  legal  difpenfation  in  glory :  Thai  of  the  law  \va 
terrible,  but  this  of  l‘ie  gofpel  is  amiably  glorious;  that  was  full  of  darknds  and 
bondage,  but /A//  is  full  of  light  and  holy  liberty :  that  was  a  miniftration  of  de.i:h 
aitd  condemnation,,  but  this  otfpmtml  life,  and  of  rightcoufncfs,  through  Jriua 
Chrift,  to  eternal  life ;  that  was  typical  and  figurative,  but  this  brings  in  the  lub- 
ftauee,  which  aniWers  all  that  was  typified  by  thole  obfeure  inodes  of  inftru&oii* 

atd 


N  0 

*  A$  1  Jbinv  gins  ns  a  rnnch  mare  ifl- 

difttnft  imperfect  tcprc&oution  of  a 
perion,  chan  his  doth,  (if  Usw  is  fiid 
to  hare  a  foadow  of  goad  thUi*{  to  czm?f  and 

mi  the  very  image  ef  than ;  (Hub.  c.) 

and  as  fe-jing  a  mni\\  face  in  a  /  tJijry  giaft 
gives  uf  a  vaflly-  better  idea  of  him,  than 
■any  (hub*  in  the  world  CJidd  do,  the  light 
cf  ihe  gofpel  SJpcjrfnthn  u  hew  fpckci  of  as 
iehotJing  vnih  opts  fate  in  a  gUfs  i  but  as 
looking  dirrfUy  00  a  perfon’ifcce  gives  us  as 
much  better  notion  of  him,  than  merely  fee¬ 
ing  it  in  agtafs,  and  is  indeed  the  trod  cx- 
ad  and  perfed  wayt  in  ahich  he  con  be 
known  ;  die  Egbt  of  htmen  U  let  nut,  1  Cor, 
xirj<  11  (lee  the  note  there)  is  feeing  fact  to 
fact*  and  kn^vdag  afTD?  atekno-urr?  and  that 
in  oppirftbn  to  out  firing  ir  a  ^hft>  which, 
coiripjffd  with  she  heavenly  vjfion,  is  but 
darkly  ;  though,  compared  with  the  great 

chfcuriticsof  the  legal  uifpcrdaiion,  it  is  fee- 
W 5  laitb  open  and  xrlibc&t  -t  veil  1  and  lb 

tliis  is  a  beautiful  dcfcripikin  of  the  light  of 
the  fjofpd  as  exceeding  that  of  the  hwt  bat 
falling  tr^ftly  (bort  of  tha;,  uiudi  we  flia*l 
hive  in  hesven.^-The rennet) itut  of  this  with 
the  fcrcgoiug  verfe  nunnlly  Lids  us  to  ap* 


T  E. 

preheud,  that  when  the  apollle  fays,  vc  s.7 

nt'iih  open  fact  b?hdAy  See.  he  don’t  mean 
iy  hiiiuelf  and  ocher  miitifters,  (Ire  the  no^c 
on  vcr.  t.)  hut  all  true  believers,  or  ah, 
whom  he  had  been  juft  fpeaking  of,  thu 
f«ru  ts  the  Lord T  ba  vt  bit  ^>i/aod  arc  Jet  i--, 
to  the  liberty  of  ihe  gofptt ;  and  wb u  he  heic 
affirms  concern  in  5  This  all  is  00  evne,  than 
n  included  in  thU  Liberty,  and  belongs  as  a 
common  privilege  and  btefifog,  to  every  true 
believer  under  the  gofpel  ft  ate.  Ami,  me- 
think*,  t boib  paraphra fts,  who,  alt  along  be¬ 
fore  and  after  this  verie,  confukr  iff  and  *-#, 
ns  lignilying  only  the  apollle  bimfelf,  and 
accordingly  render  them  l  and  me,  ihoaLd 
ready  to  allow  that  by  •wt  alt  he  mtaii* 
thing  different,  foasto  include  the  Chridi- 
arcs  he  wrorcto,  and thofc  wl;o:o  he  h^ljud 
before  been  defcrlhitig,  as  well  u  thL  inspired 
mialibers  of  (he  go  1  pci  i  and  wheatvtr  he 
i'peaks  in  the  plural  rttmbrr  of  thins1--, 
ate  amimon  tu  fait hitl  n'dri ill m  and  U\i  ,c 
belie rers,  or  that  go  into  'Ik  Chridtao  Tvi- 
vikge  and  character,  as  I  Cirnot  f-s 

why  we  Ibouhl  not  take  them  in 
vicw+  as  iucLudjcg  both* 


Cb,  ill.  ftctmd  Epiftk  to  the  Corintht  ans  p&r&phraftd*  %fp 

and  therefore  that  was  to  laft  only  for  an  appointed  fcafon,  but  this  has  abollfhed 
it,  and  eseds  in  duration,  ns  well  as  in  many  other  refpedts.  It  being  to  continue 
to  the  end  of  time,  till  it  Audi  iflue  in  sEthe  idory  of  the  belter  world*  What  an  bo* 
nonr  is  it  to  be  put  into,  and  made  faithful  and  fuccefsftil  in*  fuch  a  glorious  mb* 
niftr/  as  this  !  vV  ho  is  fuff  dent  for  it  of  himfclfeor  for  fo  much  aa  thinking  any 
thing  rehung  to  it,  with  Spiritual  advantage  tohiinfdfe  or  others?  AJ1  ftifficiency 
of  this  kind  is  intirriy  of  God  ;  and  all  its  laving  effects  are  wrought  by  his  fpirit, 
who  imprefies  lus  word  with  life,  energy,  and  abiding  characters  on  new  hearts, 
which  from  heart*  of  ftone  are  turned  into  hearts  of  ffefh,  and  become  the  living 
epi files  of  Chriit,  that  art  legible  to  all  around  them,  and  arc,  though  not  liQgly 
and  alone,  yet  the  mull  noble  and  delightful  feabi  and  teltimoniala,  tliat  caa  be 
given  to  mihifterial  labours*  But  alas  i  W  hat  will  this  excellent  and  glorious  dif- 
penJation  of  light  ar*d  grace  avail  thofe,  that  Hill  remain  under  their  native  and 
contracted  blindefs,  and  chofen  hard  l  ids  of  heart  ?  How  clearly  foever  tbe  light 
may  fhine  round  about  them,  the  irurual  veil  upon  their  minds  is  adarknefs  that 
comprehends  it  not*  But,  adored  be  tiie  riches  of  G^d’s  grace,  there  is  room 
for  hope,  that,  by  ihfe  power  of  his  Spirit,  the  inUrnat  veil  itfelf  may  bo  removed; 
and  when  wc  arc  truly  convened  to  the  faith  of  ChrHt,  by  the  eulighinmg  and 
heart  changing  operation  of  his  divine  fpirit,  it  is  removed,  and  we  are  admitted 
to  all  the  liberties,  privileges,  acd  bit  dings  of  the  New  Ydl  ament- (fate;  and 
while  with  unveiled  fact,  feke  that  of  Mofes^  when  he  appeared  before  the  Lord, 
we  by  faith  behold,  in  the  clear  glalsof  gufpd  revelation,  tbe  glory  of  the  Lord 
Jefus,  as  a  divine  Saviour,  and  as  the  fuinller  of  tbe  law,  we  fhall  be  moulded  io¬ 
ta  his  holy  iikcuef*  from  one  degree  of  grace  to  another,  til)  we  arrive  at  eternal 
glory,  by  the  Iran  storming  iinprcffeon  of  gofpeL  truths*  upon  our  hearts  from  the 
Lord,  the  Spirit. 


CHAP. 


rv. 


The  a  pc  file,  animated  by  d  confderation  cf  the  excellency  and  power  tf 
the  gofpel-mintjirj,  declares  that  he  and  his  fellow-labourers  difchargtd 
it  iuith  urrwearried  diligence,  Jincerity ,  and  faithfulnefst  though  u ot 
with  equal  fuccefs  to  all ,  1,-7.  That  their  fu^erings  for  it  were  ex¬ 
ceeding  great,  and  yet  attended  with  rich  fupports,  and  various  ad¬ 
vantages ,  8, — 1 2.  /f»d  that  their  pro/pefis  of  eternal  glory  were 
their  chief  prefervative  again}!  fainting  under  their  tribulations . 
13,-18. 


Tut* 

^Hcrdbrcfering 
*c  hare  this 
mlmftry,  zs  wc 
have  received 
mercy*  wc  faint 

jioi  : 


j  Bbt  h*vc  re- 
nnmcvd  the  hid¬ 
den  things  uf  dil- 
fcvMCtiy,no»WdJlL- 

ine 


Paraphrase, 

ClNCE  therefore  a  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel*  which 
^  is  fo  glorious  in  iifelf,  and  fo  efficacious  and  rranf* 
forming  in  the  hearts  of  true  believers,  by  tbe  attending 
power  of  the  fpirit,  is  committed  to  me  and  my  fellow* 
labourers  ;  we  are  animated*  according  to  the  grace  be* 
flowed  upon  ust  and  tbe  companion  our  God  has  {hewn 
us,  nnder  all  our  weakness  and  trials,  to  go  on  in  the 
difeharge  of  our  important  truft,  without  defpondency, 
cowardize,  or  pinching,  a  raid  ft  all  the  tribulations  and 
reproaches,  that  we  are  loaded  with  for  Ch rift’s  fake, 

2  But,  notwithftandmg  tbe  many  temptations  to  tbe 
contrary,  ttm be  fetus,  we  have  abanended  with  abhor¬ 
rence*  and  kept  at  the  remorett  diftancc  from  all  fecret* 
dithouQun&le,  and  fhameful  tricks  and  contrivances. 


ing  u*  ciaftiftcf*, 
Mr  handling  the 
word  of  Ged  de- 

but  bf 

AuiuldUtiog  of 
ihe  (ru*ht  com' 
Bcndingoorichin 

to  tT'jry  mam 

^onfcicuoc  in  the 
%biof  Cod, 
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that  will  not  bear  the  light ;  fuch  as  the  falfe  teachers 
go  into,  to  conceal  themfdves  and  their  dffigns  ;  but 
would  be  matter  of  difgrace  to  us,  as  they  really  are  to 
them:  We  do  not,  like  them,  behave  with  flyuefs  and 
fubtiltty,  to  over-reach  and  enfnare  the  fouls  of  our 
bearers  by  falfe  pretences  ;  but  with  great  Gmplicity  and 
open  freedom,  to  lead  them  into  the  way  of  falvatiou  by 
Jefus  Chrift;  nor  do  we  corrupt  andfalfify 
the  pure  word  of  God,  by  any  additions  or  alterations  of 
our  own,  or  by  attempting  to  accommodate  it  to  the  de¬ 
praved  tafle  of  tbofe  that  we  mmifterto:  But,  in  preach¬ 
ing  the  jruth  of  the  gofpd,  and  nothing  but  what  we 
believe  to  be  fo,  we  endeavour,  as  upright  and  faithful 
ftewards;  to  approve  ourfelves  to  the  confciences  of 
every  ope*  that  would  judge  impartially  concerning  us, 
as  in  the  fight  and  pretence  of  God;  and  we  do  this,  as 
confidering  ourfelves  to  be  always  under  the  critical  in- 
fpc&ion  of  his  all-feeing  and.  heart-fearching  eye,  to 
whom,  we  muft  one  day  give  an  account  of  ourfelves, 
and  of  our  miniftry, 

3  But  if  after  ail  this  plain  and  faithful  publication  of 
the  gofpel,  which  indeed  is  not  ours,  as  though  we 
were  the  inventors  .and  authors  of  it,  or  inforced  it  by 
our  own  authority,  but  the  miniftry  of  which  we  have 
received  from  Chrift;  ( ver *  t.)  if,  I  fay,  this  excellent 
and  glorious  gofpel  is  neverrhelefs  covered,  or  concealed 
from  the  minds  of  any  that  hear  it,  fo  that  they  cannot 
trade rftand  or  receive  it,  by  means  of  that  veil  of  ig¬ 
norance  and  blindnefs,  which  remains  on  their  hearts ; 
(chap,  in.  15.)  it  is  thus  hid  only  from  them,  that  frill 
continue  in  the  loti  andpeulhing  condition,  into  which 
they  were  plunged  by  the  fall,  and  in  which  they  abide 
by  tbeir  own  wilful  obfttnacy  and  unbelief,  and,  per- 
Itfttog  therein,  mull  be  inevitably  loft  and  undone  for 


3  Bat  If  onr 

jptpyL  tie  bid,  It 
u  Md  to  them 

tbit  ere  Wfc: 


ever 


4.  In  whom 
Gad  of  this  '■odd 
hath  blinded  the 
minds  of  them 
«hich  bdiercDpt, 
ktt  the  l%bt  of 

the 


4  In  thefe  unhappy  creatures,  their  great  ailverfary 
the  Devil,  who  is  worihipped  by  the  idolatrous  GentsL'S 
as  tbeir  God,  and  is  tamely  fubimteed  to,  and  ferved 
by,  men  of  carnal  minds,  whom  he  tempts,  as  he  pre- 
fumed  to  do  our  hlefled  Lord  himfelf,  with  the  things 
of  th  is  world,  as  though  they  were  all  at  his  own  dif- 
pofal ;  [Matt hi  iv.  8,  9*)  in  thefe,  I  fay,  the  great  Ruler 
of  the  darknefs  of  this  world  ( Eph *  vi«  12#)  has  had  a 
malignant  influence,  to  increafe,  and  confirm  the  blind- 
nefs  and  ftupidity  of  their  minds,  who  remain  in  unbe¬ 
lief;  he  powerfully  works  in  thefe  children  of  dtfobc- 
dienct,  [Eph,  ii*  2-)  by  allurements  and  terrors,  and  by 
every  falfe  fuggeftfonaod  delufion,  to  thicken  the  dark' 

ne;s 


(be  ghricu*  gof- 
ptJyiChrUl,  who 

\i  :iie  mu%t  of 
God,  fhould  (hint 
unto  ihcfn. 
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nds  of  their  underftandings,  And  lead  them  into  wrong 
notions  about  the  things  of  God,  ami  their  own  eternal 
interefh :  And  fo,  for  fear  of  lofmg  his  vaflals,  he  doth 
his  utmoft  to  keep  them  under  the  power  of  riarknefs, 
left  the  confpicuous  difeovery,  that  is  made  of  the  glory 
oFChiifl  {r**  tot**  t*  Xftr*}  in  the  gofpel,  as  in  a  glals, 
{chap*  iii,  1 8. )  fliould  make  its  way  through  the  veil  of 
their  own  natural  blindnefs,  and  fhouid  illuminate  and 
change  their  minds  and  hearts,  by  the  knowledge  and 

faith  of  him,  who,  in  bis  divine  nature,  is  the  effential 

image  of  God  the  Father,  and  in  the  conftitution  of  his 
perfcn  God*  Man  ta  bis  rtprefemative  image }  and  in 
whom,  as  Mediator,  all  the  divine  perfections  appear 
to  be  unitedly  exalted,  and  illuftrioufly  difplayed  with 
amiable  harmony :  It  is  not  therefore  owing  to  any  de- 
feft  in  the  gofpet  itfelf,  or  in  our  way  of  preaching  it, 
but  only  to  the  criminal  diford er  in  their  own  minds, 
which  Satan  makes  an  advantage  of,  that  unbelievers  do 
not  perceive,  nor  are  affefted  with  its  glory* 

5  For,  as  tons,  the  minifters  of  this  blcifcd  gofpel, 
we  do  nothing  to  hide  it,  or  cad  a  veil  over  it*  by  en- 
deavouring  to  promote  ourown  honour  or  interefts,  au¬ 
thority  or  inventions,  paffions  or  prejudices >  but  we 
preach  its  pure  do&rine  with  all  pofijblc  plainnels,  in  its 
full  light  and  glory,  relating  to  the  perfon  and  offices 
nghteoufnefs,  grace,  and  government  of  Jefus  Chrifl, 
the  only  Saviour  of  loft  Gnners,  and  Lord  of  all:  And 
we  frankly  own  ourfelvcs  ro  be  no  more  tban  fervants, 
that  are  called  to  ftudy  your  weakness  and  wants,  temp¬ 
tations  and  dangers,  and  to  labour,  by  all  proper  means, 
for  the  relief,  and  the  fpimual  and  eternal  welfare  of 
your  fouls,  in  love  to  Chrifl  and  you,  and  in  obedience 
to  his  commands,  and  for  advancing  his  kingdom  and 
glory  among  you* 

6  For  God,  who  in  the  creation  of  this  world  laid, 
let  there  he  light ,  and  there  was  light ,  (Gen.  I  3.}  and 
fo  by  his  own  powerful  and  fffieacinus  word,  caufed 
light  to  fhine  out  of  the  dark  cluos :  this  God,  in  the 
new  creation,  while  the  thicket!  darknefs  of  a  fptritual 
nature  was  fpread  over  our  own  and  others  fouls,  has 
ft  one  by  a  fpecial  illumination  of  his  fpirit  in  our 
hearts  *,  as  alfo  in  the  hearts  of  all  that  believe,  to  cn~ 
lighten  us  with  difeoveries  of  bis  glorious  Being  and  per¬ 
fections 

NOTE. 

*  TfaisJfrwuV  hi  tor  hearts  r  frauds  oppoP*  vare  cJmftians*  even  to  afl  thofc>  whole 
to  the  G&fof  tint  Tverld*s  hiimSt;?  the  minds  mind*  the  God  of  thi$uiorid  does  not  COttb- 
tlem  thut  beikvc  «tf*  ver  4*  which  friars  nuc  to  blind,  and  who  arc  Gncft  nrerimaft- 
lint,  though  it  re  lutes  primarily  to  the  a-  erected  hi  Chriji  unit  good  Tparks* 

palUw.  it  is  iikoviie  to  ho  extcrikd  to  pr 3*  Eph.  ii,  ro* 


j  For  we  preach 
r>oi  nuHfcivci>  but 
Du  It  Jcfui  the 
Lord;  and  our. 
fr)v«  your  ftr- 
v  nzi  for  Jefiw 
Li:, 


■ 

I 


d  For  God*  who 
<umJiiatid«l  the 
Lvhrfo  iUincout 
cfdaiiQdi,  hath 

Alined 
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Alfred  in  our 

ftcarlfc,  togWctbe 
light  of  theluiouN 
ledge  of  the  glory 
of  Cud*  in  the 
face  uf  Jdos 
CLrift. 


y  But  have 
tht$  trea/Vire  m 

tvtHen  vefTtis* 
that  the  excellen¬ 
cy  of  the  p->wer 
may  be  of  God, 
and  not  of  us. 


fe£t!ons,  counfcls,  ahd  will,  relating  to  the  way  of  fal- 
vation J  as  they  are  manifeftJy  difplaycd,  with  the  bright- 
eft  and  molt  endearing  I  aft  re,  in  tbeperfon  and  media¬ 
tion  of  Jcfcs  Chrift,  who  is  the  brightnefs  of  the  Fathers 
glory>  and  the  exprefs  image  of  bis  perjon\  (Heb,  i.  3.) 
and  in  whom  his  glory  is  not  covered  under  a  veil*  as 
that  which  (hone  in  the  face  of  Mofes  was  ;  {chap*  iii. 
13.)  but  is  openly  manifeftedin  the  clear  representation, 
that  is  now  made  of  it  by  the  gofpel. 

7  But  bow  wonderful  is  the  wifdom  and  comltfcen- 
Con  of  God,  in  his  way  of  dealing  with  men!  This  no¬ 
ble  treasure  of  evangelical  truth  and  grace  is,  put  into 
us,  and  difptnfed  by  us,  who  dwell  in  frail*  contemp¬ 
tible,  and  perifhing  bodies,  which  are  but  like  the 
earthen  pitchers  q{  Gideon's  foldicrs,  that  contained  light¬ 
ed  lamps,  {Judg*  vii.  16,}  or  like  mean  brittle  calkers, 
that  bold  the  mo  ft  precious  jewels  ;  God  foordenng  if, 
that  {****?&***)  the  fuper abundance  and  invaluable  ex¬ 
cellence  of  the  divine  energy,  which  makes  his  word 
cffe&ual  for  the  illumination  and  conversion  of  loft  tin¬ 


ners,  might  appear  with  the  greater  evidence  and  cer¬ 
tainty;  and  might  be  the  more  readily  believed  and  ac¬ 
knowledged^  to  be  intirely  owing  to  his  gracious  fuper- 
natural  operation  by  his  fpirit:  and  not  at  all  to  our 
wifdom  and  learning,  parts  and  eloquence  ;  nor  to  any 
power  that  can  be  exerted  by  fuch  weak  and  mortal 
creatures  as  ourfelves,  whoare^attended  with  many  cor¬ 
poral  fuffe  rings,  which  are  the  tokens  of  our  own  frail¬ 
ty,  and  under  which  nothing  lefs  than  the  almighty 
power  of  God,  could  fupport  and  prefenre  us  ;  as  to  in- 
ffancc  in  fome  of  them. 

»  We  art  tmu#  8  We  ^re  prefled  with  afflictions  and  tribulations 
yetnot  from  all  quarters,  in  various  ways,  and  hy  all  manner 

ire  m  perplexed’  of  means,  that  men  or  devils  can  invent  and  inflift  up- 
bqtnotiDdcrpain  on  ue  ;  hut,  bleffed  be  God,  in  the  midft  of  rhem  all, 

fw  we  are  not  cramped  in  our  own  fpirits, 

nor  opprefled  with  anxiety  of  mind,  like  perfons  that 
are  at  their  wit’s  end,  and  have  no  hope  or  help  in  the 
Lord  ;  nor  are  we  thruft  into  corners  to  hinder  our  fur¬ 
ther  publication  of  the  gofpel,  or  fo  fhut  up,  as  to  find 
no  way  of  efcape:  We  are  fom  crimes  doubtful  about 
what  courfe  we  ihould  take  in  prefen t  dangers,  and 
what  further  trials  may  befal  us  ;  but  arc  not  fuffered 
to  dtftruft,  much  lefs  to  dcfpairof  the  wifdom  and  pow¬ 
er,  good  nets  and  fatthfulnefs  of  our  God  to  uphold  us 
under,  carry  us  through,  and,  indue  time,  deliver  us 
out  of  all  our  troubles,  and  to  make  them  work  together 
for  our  own*  and  his  people’s  good* 

9  Wc 
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P  Portal  ted, 
bnt  not  f/>r£afcen; 

Cifi  down,  but 
not  dcftrojcd; 


10  At  w*y  shear* 

ir.£  aliout  iti  the 

tiJy  the  dying  of 
the  Lord  Jc?u$» 
the  tLfcilfo  of 
Jeu«  might  be 
nuds  m^niXeft  ID 
•ur  body. 


it  For  we  which 

live  are  alway  de* 
limed  wi to  death 
forjditifake,  that 
the  life  alfo  id  Je* 


p  We  are  persecuted  for  righteoufnefs  fate,  in  our 
perfong,  characters,  liberties,  and  properties,  by  all  the 
methods  of  reproach  and  violence,  that  wicked  men 
can  furnHh  out  again fl  us  ;  but  are  noi  left  to  ourfdves 
or  deferred  and  abandoned  of  our  God}  we  2Te  not  de¬ 
prived  of  his  confutations,  nor  di fawned  of  him,  who 
bears  witnefe  to  our  own  fouls,  and  to- the  world,  of 
his  gracious  approbation  of  us;  We  in  our  wreftlings 
againfl  flefh  and  blood,  as  well  as  principalities  and 
powers,  {£pht  vi,  12.)  are  fometimes,  through  the 
workings  of  human  fears,  dejc&cd,  foiled,  and  thrown 
down,  like  wreftlers  in  the  public  games  ;  but  we  rife 
again  by  faith,  and  neither  we,  nor  our  caufc  are  Haiti, 
or  defeated,  as  though  we  had  loft  the  yiftory,  or  were 
ourfdves  loft,  &  the  impenitent  and  un¬ 

believing  are*  (wr»  3.) 

lo  In  our  daily  combats  we,  like  the  boxers  in  the 
Grecian  games,  undergo  fuch  hard  {hips  and  fcvcritics, 
and  retain  fuch  marks  of  them  in  our  mortal  bodies  oil 
account  of  our  faith  in  a  crucified  Jefus, as  carry  plain 
and  vifible  refemblances  of  the  wounds  of  our  dying 
Lord  and  Saviour,  who  was  cruelly  buffeted  and  beat¬ 
en  by  his  enemies,  when  they  were  going  to  put  him 
to  death,  and  who  fympathizes  with  all  his  members  in 
their  fufferings  for  his  fake,  and  counts  them  his  own  ; 
and  we,  by  our  fellowship  with  him  in  the  virtue  of  his 
death,  are  enabled  to  bear  them  with  faith  and  patience 
conftancy  and  courage,  in  conformity  to  him*  and  for 
his  glory,  that  the  realky  and  power  of  the  life  alfo,  to 
which  the  blcffed  Jefus  was  raifed,  might  be  illuftriouf- 
ly  dtfplayed,  by  animating  us  with  holy  fortitude  and 
vigour,  to  bear  up  under  all  our  fuffermgs  on  his  ac¬ 
count,  in  thefe  frail  and  perifhing  bodies* 

it  For  we  who  live  fpimnally,  by  quickening  in¬ 
fluence  from  him,  as  our  viral  head,  and  in  conformity 
to  him,  as  our  great  exemplar,  and  who,  by  help  ob¬ 
tained  from  him,  continue  corporally  alive  to  this  very 
day,  are  perpetually  betrayed  atul  delivered  up,  by  our 
reftlcfs  adverfaries,  into  the  hands  of  thefecular  powers 
or  of  the  outrageous  populace;  anti  fo  are  fur  rounded 
with  dangers,  and  expofed  to  death  hfelf,  for  preaching 
and  profeffmg  our  faith  in  Chrift,  as  the  only  Sariottr  ; 
all  which  is  defigned,  permitted  and  over-ruled  by  the 
providence  of  God,  to  this  end,  that  our  wonderful 
prefervation  and  deliverance  from  the  jaws  of  death  and 
our  continuing,  notwith (landing  ail  this,  to  preach  the 
gofpei  with  divine  energy,  might  be  an  evident  demon- 
ftration  of  the  great  power  and  glory,  to  which  our  )iv» 


fu»  might  be  matte 
nnnifeft  in  cur 
mortal  fldh. 


ii  So  then  death 

worJctth  In  m*  but 
life  in  700. 


v  j  \Ge  hiving 

the  fam*  fptrit  of 
filth,  according 
as  ii  Is  written*  I 
bdicvedt  and 
therefore  have  I 
fpoken;  we  alfo 
Woe,  and  there¬ 
fore  fpcafc; 
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ing  Redeemer  is  rifen  from  the  dead  j-and  that  bis  holy 
and  heavenly  life  might  be  confpicuoufly  exemplified  in 
us,  by  his  enabling  us  to  hold  fall  our  faith,  and  hold 
on  our  way,  with  humble  fubtniifion  patience,  and  un¬ 
daunted  relolution,  tn  Imitation  ot  him,  amidft  all  the 
infirmities  and  opprellions,  that  attend  our  abode  in 
mortal  flelh. 

12  So  that  we,  his  mtniftiing  fervants,  are  expofed 
'  to  all  manner  of  diltrefles,  and  dangers  of  death,  in 
every  fo rm  that  is  hideous  to  human  nature;  but  ye, 

my  ehriltian  friends,  dwell  in  fafety,  and  enjoy  all  the 
comforts  of  this  life ;  and  the  troubles,  that  we  endure 
in  preaching  the  gofpel,  and  for  the  confirmation  of  it 
are,  by  the  power  of  Cbrift,  turned  into  means  of  fpi- 
ritual  and  eternal  life  to  you  that  believe,  as  well  as  to 
ou  Helves. 

13  But  (*)  how  great  foever  the  difference  in  out¬ 
ward  circuin fiances  be,  which  may  occafion  contempt 
from  the  men  of  this  world  to  us,  and  honour  to  you  ; 
yet  as  we  are  animated  by  the  fame  lively  principle  of  faith 
which  is  wrought  by  the  holy  Spirit  in  us  and  in  you  *,  as 
it  atfo  was,  by  tbe  fame  Spirit,  in  the  Old  Teflament 
Saints,  according  ro  what  is  written  by  one  of  them, 
who  even  while  be  perforated  Chrift  himfdf,  with  re* 
fpe&  to  the  great  troubles  and  dangers  that  encompafled 
him,  raid  {Pfah  cxvi.  6.)  I  believed  what  God  reveal* 
ed  and  promifed,  and  found  that  it  was  nor  in  vain  ; 
and  therefore  have  I  deciared-k,  to  tbe  glory  of  bis 
mercy,  power,  and  faithfulnefs,  and  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  others:  So  we  in  like  manner  believe  in  Cbrift 
according  to  the  revelation,  that  is  now  made  of  him, 
and  according  to  the  exceeding  great  and  precious  pro- 
mifes,  that  are  confirmed  in  him,  and  are  experienced 
by  ourfelvcs  to  be  faithful  and  true  ;  and  therefore  we 
not  only  perfift  in  boldly  preaching  the  gofpel,  through 
much  tribulation  \  but  like  wife  openly  declare  our  faith 
and  hope  in  bim,  for  d  eli verance  out  of  all  our  troubles 
and  for  the  inheritance  of  eternal  life  at  tbe  end  of  them 
to  his  glory  and  the  encouragement  of  all  that  do  or 
{hall  believe  in  him  : 

14  Being 

T  E. 

job;  and  bavealfo  hinted  Mr  Pfirr/i  thought, 
who,  by  the  /amt  [pint  if  f<dtbt  Under  ftandfr 
the  fame  fpirit  of  fii?h,  whkb  himftil 
had,  *ho  is  fpoken  of  in  the  prweding  and 
following  verfej,  and  wholhh  teamed  writer 
tHnk$  is  the  petfon*  that  Ipokc  in  the  wr»rdv 
quoted  from  P/at,  cxvi,  See  bis  ftcoihi  *Uf- 
fertarion,  u  the  end  of  (he  epiftle  to  the  fir  * 

IftWtr 


N  O 

*  TJ#  famt  fplrii$£  path  U  referred*  by 
fume,  to  the  fame  with  the  Oil  TtflamnU 

JatBfSf  and  by  others,  to  the  fame  with  that 
of  live  believers  among  the  Corvithiaat*  I 
hare  included  both  ten  tea,  the  better  to  tom- 
port  with  vlut  immediately  follow,  I  foUtv- 
sad  third  fore  have  I fpeken,  in  the  Pfalm\fly 
and  with  what  the  apolUt  adds  at  the  dote 
of  the  next  verte,  fi&U  frtfwt  vrisk 


i4  Knowing, 
that  he  which  rai¬ 
ded  up  the  Lord 
Ihjil  raife 
up  us  alfo  by  Je- 
/Uf,  und  Ota  LI  prc- 
lent  as  with  you. 


tf  For  all 
tilings  erf  for 
your  fekts,  that 
the  abundant 
Sriec  might *, 
tnro*  the  thankf- 
g:ving  of  many* 
redound  to  the 
|tory  of  God, 
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F4  Being  well  aflured,  that  tt*e  Gcd  of  peace,  uttw 
brought  again  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jeftts,  that  great 
Shepherd  of  the  Jbcep t  through  the  blood  of  the  everlajl * 
ing  covenant \  (Heb.  ami*  20,)  and  who  did  this,  in 
teftimony,  that  divine  juflice  was  fully"  fat  is  tied  by  his 
death,  will  alfo,  at  the  ■  confummatiort  of  all  things, 
quicken  our  mortal  bodies,  and  rane  them  up  to  a 
bldTed  imnoorfaliry,  for  the  lake  of  Jefus,  our  great 
head  and  Redeemer*  through  the  merit  of  his  blood  and 
by  the  energy  of  his  fpirit ;  and  will  approve  of  us,  to¬ 
gether  wiih  you  that  believe,  as  accepted  in  the  beloved 
and  will  prefent  both  faithful  mlntftcrs,  ard  ail  his 
members,  faultlefs  before  the  prefence  of  hit  ghryy  with 
exceeding  joy*  (Jude  ver,  24,) 

15  For  all  the  pre/ching,  labours,  and  lufferings  of 
Chrift’s  fervants,  and  indeed  all  things  1  elating  to  the 
gofpel  difpen Tation,  which  Ihalbiflue  in  the  glory  of  the 
heavenly  world,  are  intended,  ordered  and  made  effVc-  # 
tual,  With  a  fpecial  regard  to  you  that  belong  to  Cod, 
for  your  fpiritual  edification  and  eternal  falvation,  to 
the  end  that  the  riches  of  divine  grace,  which  is  fo  ex¬ 
ceedingly  abounding  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Cm  rill, 
might  turn  to  an  overflowing  revenue  cf  glory  to  the 
God  and  Father  of  mercies,  by  means  of  the  grateful 
acknowledgements,  thankfgivings  and  prance  of  valt 
multitudes,  even  of  all  that  are,  or  fhall  be,  converted 

v  h 

and  raved  by  our  miniitrations ;  and  the  more  there 
ate  of  them,  the  higher  will  his  glorious  name  be  ex¬ 
alted, 

16  In  realizing  views  and  confidcrations  of  thefe 
happy  fruits  and  effe£ts  of  our  miniftry  to  others*  ami 
to  our  own  fouls*  we*  as  I  f-iid  (wr  i.)  are  not  dif- 
couraged  by  the  many  difficulties  and  dangers*  that  at¬ 
tend  our  fulfilling  it  *  but  though*  through  Rumh‘rlefs 
fatigues  and  hard (hips,  our  mortal  bodies  and  ail  our 
outward  enjoyments  gradually  decline  and  ucalle  away, 
and  ntud  foon  come  to  an  end  ;  yet  our  immortal  and 
regenerate  fouls  (See  the  note  on  flow.  vii.  zi.)  are 
daily  revived,  (lengthened  and  improved  in  all  grace* 
comfort*  and  holinefs,  by  frefh  fupplies  of  the  fpirit 
and  manifeftattons  of  God*s  love  ;  and  are  fenfibly 
growing  more  and  more  in  defire  and  mectoefs,  for 
the  perfeftion  of  a  better  world. 

1 7  For  though,  in  the  judgment  of  flefli  and 
our  multiplied  tribulations  may  feem  exceeding  burden- 
Come,  and  tedious  to  be  bonies  yet  in  the  account  of 
faith,  and  compared  with  the  vaft  importance*  and  end- 

kfs-  duration  of  the  happinefs  «c  hope  for,  theheavied 

-j-  1>  and 


itf  For  v-hicfi 
Ciulc  v$  faint  not 
but  though 
ovjt'nwird  man  per- 
Till,  yet  the  art— 
vird  mm  is  re* 

nCVrtJ  Jljr  by 

Ly, 


j :  For  out 

iitii  t  affliction, 

which 


fenfe 
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which  u  but  for 
ft  moment  work.* 
cch  for  u*  a  far 
more  ^cccdinf 
eternal  weight 
of  glory 


»8  WWle 
took  not  at  I  he 
things  which  are 

focn,  but  at*  the 
things  which  ate 
not  feen :  for  the 
things  which  are 
{tenure  temporal; 
but  die  things 

which 


and  longeft  of  them  are  bat  light  and  momentary,  in- 
confidcrabif  in  theqnfclves,  and  foon  over  and  gone, 
like  things  that  pais  away. in  an  inftant;  And  we  chear- 
fully  bear  up  under  them  ;  bccaufe,  not  by  any  virtue 
or  merit  in  them,  hut  by  the  fpecialfanQifying  influ* 
cnce  of  rhe  holy  Spirit,  they  turn  to  fuch  noble  improve¬ 
ments  of  a  heavenly  nature  here,  as  propomonably 
form  and  fit  os  for,  and  {hall  furety  ilfue  in  and  give  a 
peculiar  relifli  to,  and  be  gracioufly  owned  and  honour¬ 
ed  with  fuperior  degrees  of  *,  an  unutterable  ftate  of 
all  that  iB  completely  happy  and  glorious  hereafter ;  a 
Hate  which  in  oppofition  to  tight  afflictions  f,  is  an  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  the  molt  fublime  dignities  and  ravtlhing 
delights,  that  can  be  enjoyed,  and  fuftained  by  human 
nature  in  it's  utmoft  exaltation ;  and  which  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  a  moment  of  dtfagreeabies,  is  an  inceflant  ever- 
lifting  confluence  of  joy  and  grandeur,  equal  to  our  ut- 
mo  ft  wifhes,  and  capacities  of  receiving,  and  infinite¬ 
ly  tranfeending  all  that  can  be  reprefented,  by  the 
ftrongeftand  moil  vigorous  metaphors  taken  fafto  crowns 
and  kingdoms,  and  the  moft  dazzling  glories  of  tb  is  world ; 
fo  that  ail  the  fuflFerings  of  the  prefent  tranfitorylife,  arc 
not  worth  once  mentioning,  when,  compared  with  the 
glory  that  (hall  be  revealed  in  us.  (Acm.  vita-  18.) 

lit  Experience  and  faith  prove  all  this  J,  while,  like 
archers  intently  looking  at  their  mark  in  (hooting, 
pxwvmr)  we  attend,  not  to  earthly  things,  that  are  vi¬ 
sible  to  an  eye  of  fenfe,  nor  diceft  our  aim  at  them,  as 
though  wc  rated  our  happinefs  by  them ;  but  are  chiefly 
mindful  of,  influenced  by,  and  carefully  aiming  at, 
thofe  heavenly  things,  as  our  grand  mark  that  cannot 
be  perceived  by  a  corporal  eye,  and  yet  afe  realiz’d  and 
appropriated  by  faith,  and  are  of  thr  higheft  importance 
to  us ;  For  alUenfitive  objects,  whether  they  be  com¬ 
fortable  or  affiiSive,  are  of  exceeding  (hort  and  uncer¬ 
tain  continuance,  like  ihadows  thar  flee  away  ;  but  the 
invifible  objects  of  faith  and  hope,  which  arc  all  fub- 
ftantial  and  fatisfying,  are,  like  tbe  eternal  and  un¬ 
changeable 


NOT 

\  wpfriAi f  fir  as  3  fir  ttw< 

inz'veirbt  of  intimate*,  that  they 

vpo  fujfir  as  well  £$  do j  much  for  Chrift  in 
this  world,  ftrall,  in  the  order  of  God'sgra* 
eious  dUprofatioufj  be  made  pamkert  of 
higher  degrees  of  glory,  than  other*  ia 
the  neat- 

t  beauty,  fubUmjty,  and  grandecrof 
thete  wprciHtm*,  as  deferiptive  of  heavenly 

F.lury,  vjrtpGoKxv  v^tptoh.^rt  a  tar  tow 

and  the  c  ppolitbn  in  which 

thqr  are  xct  to  temporal  aiSittions.  Ainu  ft 


E 

alt  imaginalien,  and  are  incapable  of  being 
preferred,  anfwerable  to  iJicir  dignity,  \tr 
any  translation  or  paraphralc,  which,  ifr« 
all,  flak  in  finitely  bcio\F  the  a&omfbing  ori¬ 
ginal,  and  the  aggrandizing  thoughts 
gefted  by  iu  What  a  fulndT*  of  jfm  irnc^t, 
language,  and  tra'ifport  ts  b?ts !  See  ftf*  ±- 
tra// litred  Clares,  roL  T*  p*  jjo,  &e. 

t  While  w  /wr,  fire,  may  refer  to  the  :i> 
fluenbe  of  (heir  fblth,  with  regard  to  all  tl.v 
particular!  went iored  tn  the  two  preewiia* 
verfa* 


Ch.  t.  The  fecond  E pi  file  to  the  Corinthians  parapbrafei*  zip 

iw'ntrna"0'^*0  c^angea^e  God  hirofclf,  perpetually  enduring  through 

and  beyond  millions  of  millions  of  ages,  yca9  beyond 
all  computation  by  thought,  or  numbers,  without  in¬ 
terruption,  abatement,  or  end. 

■ 

RECOLLECT!  ON  S, 

How  great  is  their  mercy,  who  are  put  Into  the  gofpel  miniftry,  qu^-fied  for  ft, 
and  fiipported  and  made  faithful  in  it ;  and  who,  notwit  hit  and  Ing  all  nnpofitton 
and  reproach,  bold  on  their  way  without  fainting,  and  feet  to  be  approved  of 
Cod,  and  recommended  to  the  continences  of  their  hearers,  by  an  open  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  truth,  without  finifter  views,,  and  without  craft  or  guile  I  Theydon*t 
preach  themfelves,  bntChrift  Jcfus'the  Lord  in  all  his  characters,  and  rate  pie;** 
time  in  femng  the  fpirltual  and  eternal  interefts  of  the  church  for  his  fate*  And , 
O  how  excellent  is  t  he  evangelical  treafure,  which  is  put  into  fuch  weak,  defpica- 
ble  and  mortal  creatures,  for  the  flinching  of  others,  as  well  as  of  their  own  fouls, 
that  all  the  good  found  in  them,  and  done  by  them,  may  the  better  appear  to  be 
intirelyof  God,  and  not  at  all  of  themfclvcs  !  Jf  any  that  enjoy  a  clear  mini  ft  ruc¬ 
tion  of  the  gofpel,  continue  to  be  ignorant  of  it's  important  truths,  and  unipi* 
prefled  by  them  j  it  is  becaufe  they  are  ftill  wandering  in  the  loft  ftate  of  nature, 
under  the  power  of  the  Prince  of  darknefs,  whole  great  bu  fin  els  and  defign  is  to 
keep  them  ftupid  and  blind,  left  he  fhould  lofe  his  vafLls,  through  the  illumina¬ 
tion  of  their  minds  by  thegforious  gofpelofChrift,  who  is  both  the  cfTential  and  re- 
prefentative  image  of  God  the  Father ;  But  O  with  what  convincing  evidence,  pow¬ 
er,  and  advantage,  doth  this  blefledgofpri  appear,  when  God  byhisfpirit  unveils  it’s 
glory,  and  fords  its  ill uftriops,  amiable*  andpenetraiinglight,  in  the  hearts  of  hir 
fervants  and  people  !  They  may  indeed  be  in  deep  diftrefs,  through  Fears  within, 
and  fightings  without,  but  they  foall  not  be  utterly  overwhelmed,  or  fm  fakeu  of 
thdr  God  ;  They  may  refemhle  their  great  Lord  ami  in  fu  finings  Far  hb 

fake ;  but,  by  their  holy  feilowfoip  with  him  in  his  death,  they  Audi  be  fupported 
under  them,  and  carried  through  them;  and  the  powerful  life  ofChrift,  fo&libc 
manifefted  in  their  preferotion,  till  at  length,  like  their  exalted  head  and  Saviour 
they  foall  be  raifed  up,  in  high  favour  and  acceptance  witn  God,  toabieffcd  im¬ 
mortality,  together  with  the  whole  multitude  of  believers,  that  gloiy  may  redound 
to  his  name,  through  their  united  praifes.  They  that  are  folly  perfuaded  of  thefc 
things  by  the  faithtftheapcrationofhia  Spirit,  which,  for  fubftance,  is  the  lame  in 
miniftmand  private  Chriftjans,  and  in  OU  and  New  Teftatnent ^Saints,  will  nei¬ 
ther  beafoamed  tofpeakofthan,  nor  ftiutunder  any  difficult;^  or  dilcoumgcmcnts 
that  furround  ihcmfdvea*  O  how  in  valuaUcare  Urc  fpiritual  Improvements,  znd  final 
ifiiies  of  all  our  prefent  tribulations,  when  as  the  outward  man  perifhts*  the  in¬ 
ward  man  is  daily  renewed,  and  grace  is  ripening  apace  for  glory  l  and  how  light 
and  momentary  are  all  the  afflictions  of  this  life  compared  with  that  fuperaboimd- 


help  our  faith,  with  refpeft  to  thefe  real  and  vaft  importances,  whilft  our  govern¬ 
ing  views  and  regards  are,  not  to  the  tranfitory  things  of  this  vifible  world  ;  but 
to  the  infinite,  though  unfeeu  felicities  of  the  heavenly  ftatc,  which  abide  the 
fame,  without  diminution  or  allay,  for  ever* 


i 


CHAP.  V. 

The  apofikt  in  further  fettmg  forth  the  grounds  of  hi s>  and  his  brethren  s 
not  fainting  under  their  troubles^  injtjls  on  their  affured  hpoe%  and  ear* 
hejl  deft  re  of  heavenly  glory ,  r:~8.  Shews  haw  they  were  excited 
thereby  to  diligence  in  their  work>  9,—* ;  1 .  Gives  the  reafans  of  his 

P  3  'fccming 
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feeming  to  commend  hhnftlf,  and  tf  his  being  Ji  much  traitfporUd  with 
zraifor  the  Cot  irtr  hums,  who  weremoftiy  Gentile- cattOTfr,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  which  the  Jewjfli  zeahts  ccnfund  him ,  as  though  be  were  be* 

fuks  himfelf  12/— 1 6.  Andjbews  the  neceffity  of  regeneration ,  and. 
of  reconciliation  with  Cod  through  Jejvs  Chrijt^  the  mini  fry  if  which 
was  committed  to  him  and  bis  brethren ,  17, — 21. 


Text, 

T"Or  ivc  know, 
*  that  if  our 
earth!/  ^loufe  of 
this  tat*  made 
were  diflolrcd  we 
have  a  hoHdin 
of  God,  an  hou 

UOt  DliUlc  With 
liJiiJs,  (Unul  U 
the  )ka^»st 


l 


Paraphrase. 

TTTE,  as  has  been  fakl  but  now,  having  eternal  glory 
*  *  in  view,  don't  flag  in  our  work,  nor  faint  under 
our  manifold  afflictions:  For  we  are  not  only  perfuaded 
upon  the  teflimony  of  God  in  bis  word,  that  there  is  a 
reft  provided  for  his  people;  but  by  the  witnefs  of  bis 
fpirit  with  our  fpirits,  as  his  children  we  are  likewife 
fully  allured,  that  we  ourfdves  have  a  perfonal  imereft 
in  it ;  and  that  when  ever  thefe  frail  bodies,  in  which 
our  fouls  now  dwell,  as  in  tbeir  houfe  and  home  { ver . 
<J.)  during  our  ftate  of  pilgrimage  and  warfare  upon 
earth  ;  and  which  were  originally  formed  out  of  it,  and 
are  like  mean  and  moveable  terns,  that  are  ereCted  but 
for  a  little  while,  and  muft  quickly  be  taken  to  pieces, 
and  polled  down:  *\s  foon,  I  fay,  as  this  mortal  frame 
fhall  bediiTalved,  whether  by  a  natural  or  violent  death, 
we  make  no  doubt  but  that  our  fpirin ,  which  will  then 
return  to  God,  who  gave  them ,  (Ecclcf*  xii.  7.)  fliall  be 
immediately  poflefied  of  a  much  more  glorious  habiti* 
lion;  which  we  already  have  in  title,  and  fure  rever- 
fmr>,  by  the  free  gift  of  God,  through  Jcfus  Chriftt  and 
which  he  has  grauioufly  prepared  for  us;  even  a  fecure, 
firm,  and  delightful  manfion  for  our  fouls,  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  prefence  of  Chrift;  (ver.  8.)  *  a  man  Con  not 
of  human,  temporary  fabric k>  like  tents  and  tabernacles 
that  are  rrmtle  by  the  hands  of  men,  but  built,  like  a 
celdlia]  palace,  on  immoveable  foundations  by  the  im¬ 
mediate  power  of  God  himfclf,  {Heb+xu  10.)  for  our 

eternal 


N  O 

*  The  apofllc  fo  far  from  timing 
that  bes  ot  hii  hn-thirn  in  the  mmillry,  any 
mcrettart  other  Ghrilhais,  ftt’Uld  not  die, 
that,  the  conliavy,  he  fpcuk*  of  tear  be¬ 
ing  Otfttit  from  the  fadjj  a*  wcil  as  fliers, 
tree.  H*)  and  had  cxprcfLJ  his  confidence, 
(diap.  IV,  1+,)  that  he,  who  ratted  a?  iht 
LerA  'Jr fas *  would  rnj/t*  them  ttf>  a fjb  hy  'ftfas, 
dxd  p*  tir>A  them  ictth  c he  believing  Cwbtlhim jj: 
au  i  tltcr-hnc.  If  car  Uuft  vren  £f- 

Jvivtv%  is  not  In?  underlie* -d  in  a  way  of 
(joithtinji,  but  of  fiippoJinjf  wtat,  fbojurcr 
JaUr,  vm*;ld  he,  much  in  tl:c  manner 
zy  lh:-s  parade  If  uied  l*y  uurj^ird, 
uhen  iu  Jjid,  If  J  anti  prepare  e  phet  for 
jOk)  t  wit!  w J&*  i  jt>hu  v* 

And  ibf  hit  ft  net  nedc  xtiil  Ut,*. 


T  F.* 

the  htrvtnS)  ftems  tc  the  hlcr«l  ^  :> 

fion$t  t/>  which  the  fiith  «f  Ij*1  evtrs  th^il 
tG dwelt  ivith  Chrift,  :t;id  »ith  the  f;-> 
ritsof  the  jaft  r*>ad^pcrf^tt  (Heh.  xih  i 
%  j.)  in  his  Fitthtr’s  tiGufe,  incnedia:dy 
rffath  :  for  the  apoftlc  jpt.iks  of  a  hjppiutk 
in  his  prdence^  wh-ch  ivonirt  commence  ti  - 
ftanily  upon  flieir  being  frem  tie  hr  \ 
uid  from  which  they  were  detained  o^h  by 
their  btit rf  at  fame  i*f  th  Mjt  ver,  S,  tf. 
Anti  yet  *i  the  bapplnrfs  of  the  foul  Lrt  hi'!- 
von,  will  be  f  ollowed  and  completed  by  the 
refitrre^lion  of  ihe  hcidy,  l>c  hu  e 

that  in  hu  cltinuie  view;  and  thetcioie  f 
have  added  it  in  the  pai  -tidiraft  on  dv.s,  -r  d 
fever*!  following  Mcti'a* 


3 


k  For  in  this 

v  ^  ^ 

+.’1  i.  s  i  *  *  *o  !iu 
?iu  -  :upii*  wi’.h 
otir  *i  mit  *.diich 
t*  fiom  hu^o ; 


1  If  ft>  be  that 
bdn^  clothed  we 
*ba!i  not  be  found 
Diked* 


a.  t,  7fe Epijfe  to  the Corinthian*  paraphrased *  12$ 

eternal  r<  fidence  in  a  tnannei  luhiiblc  to  his  own  excel¬ 
lent  greataefo  and  gooduefs*  p;dt  ail  danger  of  remore, 
or  decay,  in  the  higheft  heaven ;  Ami  wc  are  fjuflicd 
that,  at  Chriil*s  fecond  appearing,  thU  f?j5/’£ir/  hsdy  [hall 
be  fafliioncil  like  umo  his  glorious  body,  by  his  Al¬ 
mighty  puwer  ;  and  that  then  we  fhall  be  clothed  again 
with  our  immortalized  bodies,  and  fo  in  our  whole  per¬ 
sons  beevcr\vithtbeLfOrd,{rA//dih  it* and  I  Tkejf*  iv*  ijfy 

2  Our  believing  profpeft  of  this  blefiedn.-fs  has  a 
powerful  influence  upon  us,  and  is  animated  by  what 
we  feel  in  ourfelves  ;  For,  while  we  fojoum  in  rh is  ta¬ 
bernacle,  ( vtr *  4* }  v/e  are  opprcffcd  with  fo  many  af- 
fljtlions,  and  with  fuch  fad  remainder*  of  the  body  nf 
fin,  as  make  us  figh  and  mourn,  with  extreme  anguifii, 
under  their  burden;  and  cxc;:e  our  vehement  dc fires  af¬ 
ter  our  heavenly  home,  where  «c  fliailbe  covered  with 
light,  hoiitiefs,  and  joy,  as  with  a  garment ;  and  wher e, 
at  the  refurrecUon  of  the  juft,  this  mortal  body  flicll 
put  on  immortality* 

3  We,  I  fay,  an  ear  n  eft]  y,  though  not  impatiently, 
longing  for  this;  fince  («yi  we  arc  fully  fatisfied, 
that  (being  thus  inveflcd  with  robes  of  glory,  and  repof- 
feffed  of  our  immortalized  bodies,  we  Shall  not  be  Jef- 
tit ote  of  any  happinefs,  nor  expnfed  ro  any  miferics,  or 
defilements,  as  we  now  are,  much  l^fs  as  ihc  irppem* 
tent  and  unbelieving  will  be  in  the  other  world  for  ever. 

4  For  we  that  now  dwell  in  boufes  of  clay,  whole 
foundation  is  in  the  duft,  (Job  iv*  19.)  have  ftrong  de¬ 
fine  to  be  fet  at  liberty  from  the  dittrdTmg  troubles, 
that  cannot  but  he  very  trying  to  flclh  and  blood  $  ami 
efpecially  from  indwelling  coir  up;  ten,  which  is  our 
moil  grievous  burden,  as  it  is  off* nave  and  difiiopour- 
able  to  God,  and  interrupts  and  hinders  us  in  his  fei- 
vice,  and  in  our  communion  with  bint:  Not  that  we 
are  fo  cool  in  out  affection  to  the  body  iifelf,  as  to  wiih 
to  be  rid  of  it,  merely  for  the  fafcte  of  being  fo,  or  to 
part  with  it  by  dying  rather  than  to  carry  it  along  with 
us  to  heaven  ;  No,  were  it  the  will  of  Gjd,  we  ftioulrt 
be  glad  to  be  tranflated,  as  Enoch  and  Liiat  were,  and 
as  thofe  believers,  thatfliall  be  alive  at  the  fecond  com* 

ingof  Chrift,  wilt  be:  ( 1  TbejL  iv,  17,)  But  tbe  grand 

point, 'to  which  the  holy  2  fpi  rations  of  our  fouls  tend, 
is  that,  in  God's  own  way  and  time,  we  may  arrive  at 
the  bright  and  glorious  regions  above;  and  that  all  the 
natural  and  Gisful  in  fir  mines,  which  attend  us  in  this 
frail  and  mortal  may  be  icgulphcd,  arid  as  it  were 

drowned  and  loft,  in  the  trnnfccndent,  un  drilled  felici¬ 
ties  of  an  immortal  life,  which  flu l  i:uil  enter  up¬ 

on 


4  Far  we  that 
arc  in  tbit  uber- 
rade  do  prone, 
he: tig  burdened  J 

iioi  tor  that  Hire 
uoidd  be  uncivil i- 
ed,  bar  ridtlifd 

up"nlrthat  mor* 

idir,*  mijjjit  he 
f+vdtt>*£j  up  of 


: 

*V* 


$  Now  Sc  that 

fraih  wrought  us 
for  the  fjlhfame 
thiu^iiGoJ^  who 
aU«  hath  ^iven 

dfeous  the  ear* 
jieft  cf  the  fplriU 
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ont  as  Toon  as  ever  it  is  feparaterl  from  the  body;  and 
which  (hall  be  perfected  in  a  vital  reunion  of  both,  at 
the  refur  region. 

5  And,  (Jt)  for  the  further  confirmation  of  our  faith, 
God  himfclf  has  not  only  revealed  and  promifed  all  this 
future  bleflednefs;  but  has  formed  our  fouls,  by  his  re* 
newing  zti6  fanftifyirtg  grace,  into  fpiritual  and  holy 
difpofitions,  defires,  and  propen  Go  ns  heavenward,  to 
make  us  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light; 
(Coi  J*  12.)  It  is  the  work,  the  peculiar  prerogative, 
and  the  glory  of  a  God  to  do  this  and  none  could  be 
the  author  of  it,  bat  the  only  living  and  true  God,  who 
has  Iikewife  given  us  a  pledge*  token,  and  foretafte,  and 
the  beginnings  of  that  glorious  inheritance,  {Epb  L  14.} 
in  the  graces,  confutations,'  wiemrfling,  and  abiding  re* 
fi deuce  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  which  he  has  freely  given  us, 
by  way  of  earned  before-hand,  as  a  part,  to  fecure  the 
pofleflion  of  the  whole,  and  to  allure  us  of  a  certain  ar* 
rival,  10  due  fcafon,  to  a  complete  enjoyment  of  it. 

6  In  confideration  Therefore  of  thefe  things,  we  are 
enabled,  on  all  occasions,  to  face  our  trials,  fufferings, 
and  death  itfclf,  with  undaunted  courage;  and  are  railed 
to  an  entire  fati$fa£tion  in  our  own  fouls,  and  to  an 
humble  truft  in  the  Lord,  that  we  (hall  get  through  them 
all  to  the  imnfions  of  eternal  glory;  as  knowing  that 
while  we  dwell  in  mortal  flelh,  a$  the  tabernacle  of  our 
prefent  abode,  we  are  only,  like  perfons  in  a  flate  of 
pilgrimage  and  warfare,  in  a  ftrange  country,  at  a  great 
di  fiance  from  the  immediate  pre fence  of  the  Lord,  our 
dear  Redeemer,  and  front  our  Father's  boufe. 

7  For  the  life  we  now  live  in  the  flefh,  and  accord* 
ing  to  which  we  regulate  all  our  behavrvur,  is  by  the 
faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  by  that  faith  which  oyer* 
comes  the  world,  and  is  the  evidence  of  things  notTeen 
and  fo  it  is  a  life  of  joyful  eipeftatton  and  hope,  amidft 
all  our  affliftions ;  but  not  of  beatifick  viiion  and  full 
frumbn,  as  it  Toon  will  be* 

8  In  this  fituatton,  we  bear  up,  with  life  and  vigour 
under  all  our  prefent  hardships  and  dangers,  and  with 
unfliafceo  hopes  of  their  happy  ifiiies;  and  not  oniyfo, 
but<are  defirous,  and  Ihould  be  moch  plcafed. 
were  it  the  will  of  Cod,  to  depart  from  the  body ;  and 
leaving  all  our  natural  and  moral  imperfections  behind 
us,  to  go  into  the  immediate  prefence  of  Chrift,  that 
we  may  be  With  him,  where  he  is,  to  behold  his  glory, 

and 

N  0  T  E. 

f  Mr  o?)fcrvce,  that  U  poc  hi?  the  author  of  fijeh  defires*  3/^*^  tf 

r  but  the  d*  This  \t  fit'  p*  4*2* 

Lh*  v.  jrk  cf  4  citfcyj  tiviic  Uj;  Gvd  codJ 


€  Therefore  we 
■trt  *hw$  tnnfi* 

p 

dent,  knowing 
that  wltitl!  4ft  are 
at  home  in  the 
body,  we  are  ab- 

firtt  from  the 

J-*opd ; 


v  fForwewait 
■ 

by  faith,  not  by 
fight :) 


fl  We  are  eon- 
fidrr.t,  end 
vdiiTif  ruber  to 
be  ahfl.ru  from 
the  body,  ar.d  to 
He  ppJeiit  with 
the  -Lord, 
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$  Wherefott 
we  labour,  that, 

MFirM^r  prefrnt 
rr  lbfent  we  may 
tit;  accepted  of 
hJiU* 


jo  For  we 
cmfl  all  appear 
before  the  jiidg- 
mcn>f«t  of 
C:=rift  That  eve¬ 


ry  one  may  rc* 
ctivc  he  tinngs 
tlow  in  hi*  body, 
according  to  that 
he  h.th  done, 
whcthcrif£r  good 
or  bad. 


la  Knowing 
therefore  the  ter¬ 
ror  of  the  Lord, 

w« 


and  may  be  inurely  transformed  into  hU  likeoeCe*  by 
feeing  him  as  he  is. 

9  Having  therefore  this  fatisfying  hope,  arid  earn? ft 
defire*  we  undtoully  endeavour*  by  divine  grace,  and 
are  ipfpired  with  a  holy  ambition*  that*  whether  we 
continue  to  live  in  rhe  body,  or  whether  our  fouls  de- 
pait  from  it  by  death*  all  our  labours*  ferviecs  and  fuf- 
fe  rings  mr  as  well  as  our  perfons,  may  End  gracious  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  thV  Lord  Jefus*  through  :he  merit  of  hla 
own  blood  and  rightcoufncfs ;  and  that  he*  as  the  great 
judge  of  all,  may  fay  to  each  of  us*  at  iaft,  well  donet 
thou  good  and  faithful  fervant,  enter  thou  into  the  jcy  of 
thy  Lord .  (Matth*  xxv*  2  u) 

10  For  die  time  is  coming  apace,  when  all  of  us 
mimfters  and  people,  Jews  and  Gentiles ,  with  every 
individual  of  mankind*  mu  ft,  whether  we  wi!l  or  nor* 
make  our  folemn  perfonal  appearance,  and  belaid  open 
to  the  view  of  our  own  conferences,  mm  and  angels* 
and  that  without  iTteleaft  difguife,  before  the  flricl  tri¬ 
bunal  o(  the  Lord  JcfuS  Chrift,  who,  as  the  great  judge 
of  the  whole  world*  will  critically  examine  into,  and 
finally  decide  all  caufes;  that  every  one,  be  he  faint  or 
(inner,  may  then  receive  in  +,  and  through  the  body 
in  it'$  (late  of  reunion  with  the  foul,  the  gracious  re¬ 
ward*  or  the  juft  punilhment*  of  his  own  ways  and 
works*  which  he  went  into,  and  afted  by  the  body  to¬ 
gether  with  all  the  iniquities  he  committed,  in  thought 
as  well  as  deed,  while  he  was  here  in  the  body  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  nature  and  kind*  and  proportionable  to  the 
degree  of  his  habitual  and  governing  thoughts,  words 
and  a£tions*  in  which  he  lived  and  died*  whether  they 
were  good  and  holy*  or  unprofitable  and  wicked, 

_n  Being  therefore  throughly  convinced  from  the 
word  of  God,  from  the  reafons  of  things*  and  from 
the-fenfe  we  ourfetves  have  had  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and 
of  the  tremendous  wrath  due  to  U*  that  this  will  be  an 
inexpreflibly  dreadful  day  to  every  hypocrite  and  unbe¬ 
liever,  we,  from  a  compafliouate  concern  for  the 

fmful 


H  O 

■ 

*  JTV  Ubtotr  tint  nfe  may  be  accfpttdt  fee  ms 
moft  directly  to  be  meant  of  the  acceptance 
of  their  fervieet9  together  wi:h  their  per- 
fcns :  Foe  the  stpoftle  had  all  along  &ppo£ 
ed  them  to  be  already  tHefoaehly  fatrwd  ** 
hoot  ttwir  pcTfo&al  acceptance  with  God  to 
eternal  life;  andthe  next  verie  he  fpeak*  of 
appearing  before  the  judgment*  feat  of  Chriil, 
to  receive  arcerMng  to  fir  thing*  dvnt  in  tbtbedf 
■f  The  words  (  ra  t *  ?ufti era)  here  ren¬ 

dered  the  fax  in  cti  fody,  figoify  thing  i 
by  sr  tbrc^lhe  Wjrs  neither  die  word,  <kae. 


T  E. 

nor  «j,  being  In  ihe  Greek  ;  w4  Co  it  my 
relate  to  the  reward*  and  puniifaftieots,  that 
(half  be  fully  received  by  the  Wr,  as  well  as 
Jou!f  and  by  the  foul  through  ihc  body,  at 
the  day  of  judgment,  ami  inclndci  the  fe- 
tflhirton,  w  hich  hull  thru  be  mair*  accord* 


virtues  and  grjevs  on  one  hai’id*  tnd  mtnnl 
[ins  a  ad  fpiriLtial  worked  nefs  on  the  ether, 
wlileli  the  body  has  u  j  agency  In- 
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vt  perfinjc  mm 

hat  we  jru 

imtn 
and  I  ;n]it 
Sk^it  a  c  mad; 
iwari'i  ft  in  vour 


1 1  For  we 

uc^lvc;  agii:i 
vrto  y*M),  but 

jive  yiiw  nce^(jH>n 

in  "Wy  nn  our 

tidvdi,  thit  you 

m  *v  have  Tome 
■ 

what  to  (tiTj u,t r 

them  which  glory 
i& appearance  nul 

^  Li  heart* 


tj  Farwheth- 

cr  \rc  be  bellies 
.^Kithcs,  it  it  to 
tiud,  or  whether 

wc 


fi  ful  fons  of  men,  whether  Jews  or  GentiUi9  faithful¬ 
ly  endeavour*  by  all  awakning  2nd  alluring  confi dera¬ 
tions  that  are  proper,  and  through  divine  influence* 
may  be  effuftual,  to  convince  them  as  rational  crea- 
tures,  of  the  certainty  of  a  future  judgment ;  of  their 
own  guilt  and  danger  \  and  of  the  ncceffity  of  faith  in 
Chrift  and  ct  turning  from  their  iniquities  to  God 
through  him  5  (ver.  17,)  and  wc  .earneftly  befeech 
them  to  receive  the  mefinge  of  peace  and  reconciliation 
which  wc,  as  ChtHVs  emba  Sailors*  bring  to  them,  (vtr. 
19,  20*)  ih iic  they  may  believe  through  grace,  and  live 
like  thofie  that  muff  be  judged  by  him,  as  ever  they 
would  have  boldti^fs  before  him  at  hh  coming:  Atui 
(?t)  whether  they  will  bear  or  forbear  \  and  go  oil  to 
d  i  fere  tilt  us,  or  not ;  we  can  humid  y  appeal  to  God* 

vho  knows  our  hearts  that  we  are  futcere  herein  1  and 
■.  ^ 

I  cannot  but  perfuade  myfelf,  that  we  have  a  teftimony 
of  our  being  fo,  in  many  of  your  own  confidences  from 

wfut  ye  have  knowrrof  our  preaching*  fufferings,  and 
behaviour*  and  from  the  happy  effefts  of  our  miniftiy 
upon  voUp 

12  Fur  wc  have  no  need  of  faying  any  thing  again 
to  rucoxmcml  ourfclves,  and  our  labours  to  your  gnod 
opinion,  a:>  if  yc  were  not  wirnefles  of  our  faithfulnefs 
nor  is  it, our  aim*  as  fume  reproach  us*  to  fet  off  our 
own  character,  in  an.  undue  mannner*  to  ingratiate 
ourfclves  with  you;  (See  the  paraph  ra  fie  and  no?e  on 
chap,  tii,  1*)  Bur  we  only  fuggefl  a  proper  occafioxi  for 
you  to  rejoice  and  glory  in  the  favour*  which  God  has 
fliewn  to  us,  and  to  yon  by  us*  that  yc  may  be  furniili- 
ed  wirh  fuJTicicrnt  arguments  to  confute  the  calumnies* 
and  lilence  ihe  vain  boafliugs  of  ’thofe  Judaizing  teach* 
cr$,  who  make  a  fair  (how  in  the  fltfh,  and  would 
run  us  down  by  exalting  iberafelvcs;  and  yet  muft 
know*  in  their  own  confidences,  that  they  have  no  juft 
ground  of  glorying,  in  themfcjves,  or  of  infulting  o- 
ver  us* 

13  For  whether,  as  they  and  their  followers  would 
infiuuate,  we  are  tranfported  quite  beyond  ourfelvcs* 
and  talk  like  foclith  and  dj  drafted  jnui,  not  only  in 
vindicating  our  own  chara^er*  bur  cfpecially  in  the  2cat 
and  fervour,  wi;h  which  wc  earucfily  contend  for  an 
admiJIion  of  believing  Gentiles  *,  equally  with  the 

to 


It  Is  genera.’! v-  aSbv 


K  O 

ihnt  st  gro;  yi»rt 


nf  the  Cvtin/Aintt  chu-oh  were  G.  z'm 
lliflt  ihtf  prftj;*,,Jccs  cf  the  J~*Uizlg 

agalnrt  the  apoftbr  JV-nr:\  u-s  cn  ;sr- 
hi:  ^  c  vtj*  u-i'wvircftt! 


T  E, 

Gcriift  believers  into  the  pnfpd  churh, 
without  dfriinCUrtu  from  the  j>wr;  &tnl  ill 
the  verfc:*  that  fallow  this,  and  an:  brnijsH 
in  the  reafont  nf  »Ii»t !»«  here  lays  of  liinr- 
fc*:,  i\ia\  in  4  manner  to  fpeak  ^ 
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we  be  fobtr,  it  it 

for  you  Cifiic. 


i4  For  the  tore 
of  Chrift  Con* 

ilriineth  u*t  he- 

ejufe  vc  thus 
iad^c,  that  if  on* 
died  ioi  ail,  then 
were  all  dead  t 


to  all  ih&prmleges  of  the  gofpel-church  ;  it  is  merely 
from  a  confcience  toward  God,  and  with  a  fin  cere  de* 
f!gn  of  advancing  his  glory,  in  fupporting  the  credit  of 
the  gofpri,  and  difphying  the  riches  of  his  gnee,  as 
now  extended  to  the  Gentiks  ;  and  God  knows  that  wc 
are  not  bcfitles  onrfelvcs;  Or  whether,  as  others  more 
juflly  think*  wc  herein  a£k  the  part  of  rational  and  good 
men,  whofpeak  the  words  of  truth  and  fobernefs,  and 
that  fometimes  in  the  more  culm  and  fedate  way,  it  is 
with  the  like  concern  for  his  glory,  in  your  edification 
and  fab  at  ion,  who  are  the  Gentik  part  of  the  church. 

14  For  a  fenfe  of  the  exceeding  greatnefs,  freenefs, 
and  endearments  of  Chriit*s  dying  love,  .which  kindles 
a  facred  flame  of  love  in  our  fouls  to  him  again,  has  a 
fweet  and  powerful  influence  to  excite,  incline,  and  o- 
blige  us,  as  to  do  all  we  can  in  imitation  of  and  obedi* 
ence  to  him,  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  the 
church  ;  fo  particularly  to  preach  the  gofpd  to  Gentik 
fimtrrsj  as  well  as  to  the  Tetvst  for  promoting  thefe 
ends :  And  this  we  do  under  a  fort  of  holy  and  delight* 
ful  conftjaint;  becaufe  we  reafon  and  conclude  after 
this  manner,  that  if  according  to  gofpel  revelation,  the 
one  only  Saviour  died  in  the  room  and  Head  of  all  forts 
of  finners  whether  they  be  Jews  or  Gentiks\  this 
plainly  fuppofes,  that  they  were  all  equally  and  alike, 
by  nature,  children  of  wrath,  dead  in  trefpalles  and  * 
fins,  {Eph*  it,  t,  j.)  and  under  a  law  ftntence  of  con¬ 
demnation  and  death  ;  fo  that,  in  this  refpeft,  one  has 

no 

NOTES* 


th*  grareof  God  fnwarrf  them  :  And  there* 
fore  \  vmdtrfland  thisverfo  (with  Mr  Pylt) 
to  relate  ta  tUeapoftlc’s  preaching  and  be¬ 
haviour  wiih  refpeft  to  them,  rather  than  to 
hi;  commendation  of  J  as  it  is  mo  ft 

ccmmoaly  interpreted*  '  in  this  view  his 
whole  argument  here,  and  to  wJuu  follows, 
fUtds  in  the  fiittll  connrffcton  ;  and  if  at 
ro“  fitter  him,  ‘  i  hiving  alio  an  eye  upon 
what  he  had  fidd  in  commending  liinitlf, 
and  bit  mtoPring  brethren,  or,  u  fome  flip* 
pofo*  upon  his  fpc^kii;*  of  his  ccjtades  and 
(bey  may  flilt  be  taken  in*  iUbier- 
vient  to  thi*  print-i;  it  view* 
f  The  term  atlu  often  cried,  not  timver* 
filly  t  h»r  every  individual*  1>UI  £prihvlhrljt 
lbroJJ  forts,  or  for  ibisie  of  t^ciy  fovf,  *s 
vW  k  is  r«d,  Cne.beltivef  that  be  mej  tai 

"  __  v  — 

sf7/Aiup,  (Rom.  tiv.  a*)  and  itic  Fluiifccs 
tidied  all  herb*  (rat  which  is  jcil* 

ly  uanHalcd  dU  mtint.tr  of  (l.uke  u. 

4*,.)  and  Haasef*  pit&tti  to  &*:fa  h  fiwj  in 
the  hWrrtr  to  tic  cr*:^  tbiny,  (aw  *^3) 
is  tiuly  rcnd^inL  Of  every  iGwjf  0* 
i  AT:**.*  viii.-v-  And  as  *l:c 
d;l:^nof  the  in  \\iwl  i.e  hci’c  fsjs. 


is  to  vindicate  his  real  for  the  Gentiles 
the  cavils  of  his  chief  oppofers  among  the 
Jfw ;  it  foems  every  way  natural  to  under- 
Ttand  him  as  /peaking  of  all*  in  the  diftri- 
bufiw,  rather  Than  in  the  nniverfd  fenfe. 
And  :n  other  places  the  Application,  us  veil 
as  merit  of  Chritt‘s  death*  U  fpoken  of  m 
terms  as  nniveifal  as  this;  but  cannot  pot 
lirily  be  uiukrflood  in  an  absolutely 

cd  ferric ;  a^in  Luke  in.  tf,  ft  it  fiefo  fail fa 
the  filxatiert  of  John  iii*  17,  ft*t 
his  S$ttf  tl'flt  thi  wrld  through  him  mghf  he 
favedi  and  vu  35,  The  bread  ef  God  is  he 
urine b  cometb  fawn  from  heaven,  andgivtfb 
fife  unto  the  -werii,  and  au,  31* 
cd  rf  from  the  earth,  n  il*  draw  ail  men  veto 
me;  and  A&s  ii,  jy,  I  t vilt  pour  oat  of  my 
fpirii  upon  all  fitfi*  See  aJfo  the  nous  on 

But  fume  underttand,  thm 
1 tttre  all  to  mean,  agrecaMe  to  die  pre* 

ediug  sod  fdiou  infr  context,  then  vere  alt 
!u  dk  to  Unt  or  to  die  to  themfotves, 
chat  thvy  minfir  live  to  Clirifl ;  and  fo  make 
it  a  parallel  phec  to  Ram*  air.  7,  Sf  p*  V;d+ 
h‘jiH  in  loc. 


15  Aod  /Ad/ he 
died  for  all,  that 
they  which  lire 
fliould  notKrnoe- 
fwib  live  ttmo 
tfcroftlrcs,  hot 
unto  him  which 
died  for  them  and 


^34  The fetond  Epijlfc  to  the  Corinth i  ans  p&t&phraftd*  Ch  v. 

no  better  claim  to  gofpel  privileges  and  Ueffings,  than 
another* 

T5  And  we  farther  argue  and  coofider,  that  our  blef* 
fed  Lord  died,  as  the  fubftitute  of  tinners  of  all  nations, 
to  this  very  end  and  purpofe,  that  thofe  of  them,  who, 
to  virtue  of  his  death,  arc  made  fupcrnaturally  alive,  by 
his  quietening  fpirit,  and  through  faith  in  him,  fhould 
from  that  time  forward  no  longer  purfue  their  own  car* 
nil,  felfifh,  and  fecular  interefts,  nor  indulge  their  own 

lufts  and  paffions,  nor  make  their  own  honour,  eafe, 
and  pleafiuc,  the  chief  end  of  rbeir  living  in  this  world ; 
but  Ihould  devote  their  redeemed  and  recovered  lives 
unto  the  fervice,  imereft,  and  glory  of  their  great  Lord 
and  Saviour,  who  died  in  their  law-place,  to  take  away 
their  fins  By  the  Sacrifice  of  himfdf  ;  and  role  again,  as 
a  public  perfon,  for  their  juftificaiion, 

t6  For  this  reafon  therefore  we,  the  mtnifters  of  the 
gofpel  of  reconciliation,  think  onrfelvcs  bound  to  preach 
it  to  all  nations,  without  regarding  any  man,  as  better 
or  worfe,  on  account  of  his  pedigree  and  external  pri¬ 
vileges,  or  of  his  being  circumcifed  in  the  fldh,  or  nor. 
Nay,  r hough  thofe  of  us  who  were  the  difciplcs  of 
Jcfus,  in  the  days  of  bis  flefh,  then  confidered  and  va¬ 
lued  him,  principally  under  the  notion  of  a  temporal 
MeflHh  {Luke  ix.  46*  and  ALls  i.  6.)  of  Jevsifb  extract, 

who  came  to  in  rich  and  aggrandize  their  nation,  and 
to  efiablilh  their  civil  and  religious  privileges,  and  was 
ctrcttmcifed  in  the  flefh  to  put  aiv honour  upon  that  or¬ 
dinance  among  them;  yet  now,  under  the  clearer  re¬ 
velation  of  the  gofpcl,  in  confequcnce  of  his  death  and 
re fanre&ion,  afeendon  to  heaven,  and  efFufion  of  his 
fpirir,  we  no  longer,  like  the  falfe  a  potties  and  rheir  ad¬ 
herents,  conGder  and  edeem  him  under  any  fuch  car¬ 
nal  view;  hut  have  more  fpiritual  and  exalted  regards 
to  him,  and  more  heavenly  and  holy  conceptions  of  the 
defign  of  all,  that  he  has  done  and  fufTered,  as  laying  a 
fotid  foundation  for  advancing  the  divine  glory  and  true 
religion  and  godlinefs,  among  Gentihs  as  well  as  Jews* 
17  Tbe  main  thing  therefore  in  the  Chriftian  religi¬ 
on  i v,  that  if  any  man,  of  what  country  foever,  be  in 
Chrift,  not  merely  by  external  profelfion,  but  by  inter- 
na),  vital  union  to  him,  and  pcrfonal  in  ter  ell  in  him, 
through  faith  in  bis  blood  ;  though  fuch.  an  one  doth 
not  ceafc  to  be  a  man  of  the  fame  effential  powers  and 

faculties 


itf  WTiqefrrt, 
henceforth  know 
wc  no  nun  after 

the  flefh :  jo, 
thoctrii  we  bare 
fcn£wn  Chfift  af¬ 
ter  the  Adh,  yet 
now  henceforth 
know  we  iia  joo 
more* 


17  Therefore 
5l  any  man  U  id 
Chmk  be  It  a  near 
ouiqrc  ;  old 

thing* 


K  O 

*  The  apoftle  hdn£  a  Oranger  Lr>  our 
J-ord,  curing  hii  aboJc  upon  earth,  ou-d 
nw  fp^ak  of  hbnfclf  a*  having  k  ncnu  Chriit 
after  the  flefli;  but  other*  of  Mi  folio#- 


T  E. 

apoUle*  fo  knew  Kirn,  in  the  fenfe  here  in¬ 
tended  ;  and  tbeieft  re  we  mu  ft  thit 

he  included,  or  rather  pri  aridity 
tlwn>* 
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ihinp  are  pift  a-  faculties,  which  he  had  before  j  yet,  in  a  moral  and 
behold,  alt  fp;rjruaj  there  is  fuch  a  thorow  change  in  1»is  un- 

ire  '  dsrftanding,  will  artd  affeGions,  and  manner  of  life, 

by  the  renewing  influence,  which  he  is  under  from 
Chrift,  his  head,  as  amounts  to  a  new  creation  after 
his  own  image  ;  {Eph.  ii.  10.}  infomueh  that  his  old 
principles,  inclinations,  motives,  governing  ends,  and 
coutfe  of  convention,  which  were  alt  corrupt,  world¬ 
ly,  and  carnal  before,  are  laid  a  fide,  and  done  with, 
as  no  longer  chofen  by  him,  or  maintaining  their  do¬ 
minion  over  him :  And,  inftead  of  them,  behold  the 


it  And  a'l 
tbinga  are  of  (*wt 
who  hath  neon* 
cilcd  uc  to  him* 
&lf  by  Jefu* 
Chrift  and  hath, 
given  to  us  the 
mhiftry  of  tc~ 
ctjodUatioa* 


ip  To  wit* 
that  God  was  in 
Chrift  reconciling 
the  world  unto 
himfeif,  not  im. 
pucing  ihtir  trcf- 
paflea  unto  them, 
and  hath  commit* 
ted  unto  us  the 
word  of  rtcauci* 
liiiion. 


wonderful  and  happy  alteration  1  a  new  divine  light  is 
diflufed  in  his  mind  ;  a  new  fpiritual  byafs  is  fet  up¬ 
on  bis  heart ;  and  a  new  holy  torn  is  given  to  his 
life  ;  fo  that  his  prevailing  fenfe  of  things,  relating  to 
himfeif,  God  and  Chrift,  earth'  and  heaven  his  rule 
and  meafnres  of  conduQ  ;  and  his  fettled  principles, 
views,  and  ways  of  a&ing,  are  all  intirely  new,  and 
dircfUy  contrary  to  what  they  were  before. 

18  And  as  God  is  the  creator  of  this  world,  and  e- 
very  good  and  perfect  gift  is  from  above \  {Jam.  u  1 7.) 
fo  all  the  great  and  important  things,  relating  to  the 
new  creation ;  and  the  whole  fcheme  of  the  gofpel,  in 
all  its  extent  and  glory,  relatingto  Jews  and  Gentiles ,  are 
intirely  of  him,  as  their  author,  who  of  his  ovm  vtill  be¬ 
gets  us  ivitb  the  word  of  truth ,  (Jam.  i.  18.)  and  who 
has  found  out  an  amazing  expedient,  and  made  it  ef- 
fe&ual,  for  repairing  the  breach,  which  fin  Gad  carried, 
and  reftoring  friendlhip  between  him  and  us  that  be¬ 
lieve,  by  the  atoning  death  and  fufferings  of  Jefus  Chrift: 
God  alfo,  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  condefcenfion  and 
grace,  has  honoured  and  entrufted  us,  his  apoftles  and 
miniftcrs,  with  a  difpenfatton  of  the  gofpel,  which  holds 
forth  this  way  of  reconciliation  between  his  offended 
maiefly  and  offending  tinners. 

19  The  tenor  of  which  miniftry  is,  that  the  blefled 
God,  according  to  the  eternal,  counfels  of  bis  adorable 
wifdom  and  grace,  has  been  firft  in  this  grand  affair  of 
reconciling  firmer*  of  the  Gentiles,  as  well  as  Jevoj,  to 
himfeif,  (fee  the  note  on  John  iit,  16.)  by*  the  media¬ 
tion  and  propitiatory  facrifice  of  his  incarnate  Son, which 
he  himfeif  appointed,  provided,  and  accepted,  for  the 
fatisfa£tion  of  bis  law  and  j office,  and  making  peace, 
that  be  might  not  charge  any  of  their  imagines,  nor  in- 
flift  their  deferved  punifhment,  upon  mofe  of  them, 
who  by  faith  receive  the  atonement;  and,  as  I  faid, 
(ver.  18.)  he  has  appointed,  comroi (Boned,  andTent  us 
to  preach  (his  glorious  gofpel  of  reconciliation  and  peace, 
in  ail  the  tvorl  J,  even  to  every  rational  creature,  of  what 

nation 
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nation  fucvcr,  as  we  have  opportunity  for  it*  {Mark 

xvj,  j$*) 

ai^dmb^t1  20  3re  t^cref°re  (*')  cmbafladors  of  peace  *, 
don  for  thrift*  whom  Chrift  haft  font  to  tranfa&  for  him,  in  his  name 
though  God  and  Head,  with  men,  {yer*  ii,}  that  are  in  a  dangerous 
clidbdcaii  jMby  ftarc  0f  vari3tice  with  the  great  God,  and  to  preach  the 

w  gofpcl  of  reconciliation  to  a  loft  world,  [ycr*  19,)  con-* 
fitting  of  Gentiles*  as  well  as  Jewsx  And  as  embafladors 
are  public  minifters,  that  perfonate  the  fovereign  princes 
and  ftatcs,  from  which  they  are  fent,  and  that  negoti¬ 
ate  the  affairs  of  their  principals  ;  fo  in  the  difehargc  of 
our  divine  commifGon,  not  to  fallen  angels,  but  to  fall¬ 
en  men  to  finners  of  this  lower  world,  we  (peak  from 
God,  as  if  he  himfdf  were  vifibly  prefen  t,  to  in  treat 
them  with  all  endearing  condefcenfion  and  kiodneb, 
and  to  exhort  them  (**f ****»«»«€)  with  all  authority,  to 
a: tend  unto,  regard,  and  accept  of  the  gracious  propo- 
fals,  which  he  makes  to  them,  by  means  of  our  mini- 
ftry:  We  life  all  proper  arguments,  in  the  name  of 

Chriit 

NOTES* 

*  The  ipoftle  fomatmw  fpcaks  of  him-  up  the  original  thus,  Js  though  V- 

fdf  and  his  brethren  in  the  mini  ft  nr,  as  fetch  wen  by  mt  -wc  pray  lkem^  is  C^njVt 

Servants,  Wnfctimtu,  Husbandmen  ,  Labour-  fttod,  fiyiafj  Be  ye  rttsntUcd  to  God\  Ore  Ik, 
«s,  and  the  Irkt,  to  avoid  all  i^runce  of  "as  the  apoitle  hai  in  tile  vtvie,  unrotdiaU'ly 
ollciuatioa,andto  intimate  that  theylhaught  before  this,  ipoke  of  God's  reconciling 
no  employment  in  Chrifl’s  fervicct  too  mean  wii  tnclufive  of  to  himleif,  the 

or  laborious  for  them  to  go  into,  for  the  ho-  words  wanting  in  the  Greek  may  very  pro- 
nour  and  into'dl  of  .thar  great  Lord  and  perly  and  cafdy  be  fiipplictl  thu»,  As  sb*jb 
Matter,  and  for  the  good  of  immortal  fouls:  G<d  did  bcfttch  tht  vi&r/a  by  Hi,  vr  pray 
Hut  at  other  times,  when  their  characters  in  Chrift' s  fityis jf.  Be  y*  rttnnriitf  to 
were  minimi,  run  down  and  vilified,  as  a  ■  God ;  and  to  it  Teems  to  me,  that  the  apoHIc 
mong  fome  of  the  Corinthians,  he  magnified  was  not  her*  fu  dirc&ly  addteiEina  hWUf  10 
their  otfic*,  to  Tup  port  their  efteem  the  the  CorinthiM*;  according  to  their  then  pre- 
church*^  and  vindicate  them  again  it  the  im-  font  character,  who  were  fuppofed  to  he  aU 
jnfl  reproaches,  eud  contemptuous  treatment  ready  actually  reconciled  to  God,  as  gkiiiff 
of  their  enemies.  With  this  view  he  ipokc  diem  an  account  of  the  genc;ul  tcnai-  of  his 
of  tht'm  as  Stewards,  1  Cor.  W,  r.  which  is  nuirltry  according  to  what  he  p reached  to 
one  of  the  higbeft  offices  in  a  houfhold,  and  them*  when  he  Ml  came  a;tio^  them,  as 
here  he  fpeAii  of  them  as  embafladon*  which  he  like  wife  did  to  aU  others,  in  their  flare  of 
koncof  ihtmofthoiicmiableofliecsinahLng-  onregenmey,  whenever  hr  came,  L>i  L< 
doin  :  And  though  none  ire  fo  iin mediately  to  them,  Bcyc  rtconcifed  to  Gad,  Ho 'sever, 
EmbaflaJors  now,  as  the  apoftlrs  were,  who  were  we  to  fappofe  that  he  meant  *mv  of  the 
received  their  cojmniffion  perfunally  fiom  GorhitbiiiJisl  when  he  laid,  Br  y*  fwvmw  is 
thrift  himftlf;  yet  gofpd  miniltm  are  im-  Gof\  at  miy  eoiiii:br  it  :s  rejigs,  nfit  fo 
dbirty  embaiTadors  ftili,  as  they  are  put  into  the  better  part  of  the  church ,  who  were  a!- 
their  office  by  his  authority,  accordirig  to  the  ready  brt-u^ht  into  a  Iteicof  recoin  i!Ltb>n 
1  tiles  of  hk  word;  ^nd  come  on  iii)  meflige  and  friendfliip  with  God  through  Oiiift,  b*it 
ip  negotiu'e  the  affciri  of  his  kingdotR  in  his  to  the  worft  part  of  them,  who  had  too 
name,  and  miniftcriaily  to  carry  on  a  treaty  much  fondnefr  for  the  folic  apoftUs,  &jh1 
of  peace  through  him-  had  difeoiwred  great  difliiiofi tun  *0  the 

t  It  k  10  be  obfcJATd,  that  in  the  two  pure  doctrine  of  fidvation  ufone  by  fc:ns 
middic  cbnfes  of  this  verfe,  the  proaoun  Chrift  :  Fat  he  tamedbtdy  after  nid  r.'i 
ytf*  is  nnt  in  the  Greeks  nor  is  it  found  for  rhde^  (chap,  vt,  1  )  Wt  hr  fab  p;a,  >* 
fevenl  verfes  in  the  preceding  context ;  and  rtcrivt  ua  yratt  of  G*Jt  il*t  is,  rU-  doc- 
as  the  apoftlc  had  Jj:d,  ver.  n*  AVnrirj  rbt  trme  of  his  jtratx1,  hi  im**,  fire  rlc 
jrfirar  of  th*  Liti^  nc  psr  fadr  ^acc-,  ncDsy  tlicrc.)  And  he  told  ilicm,  thn:  he  ii'  ;fj- 
^arurjfty  fiippofo,  th.ai  he  refer*  to  has  wrr  Them  TVilb  jf fcih  jtnhpjyt  iCj  S*t* 

as  he  there  find,  they  and  wfA  fat  id  be  ezvnxfai  fam  sLt 

^  <  ■  t  *  ■  V**  ■  IV  _ _  .  -A  _  ■  *  *  T 
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us  j  *e  pray  ptt  Chrift,  and  for  his  fake,  as  perfonatmg  him,  and  plead- 

br  yc^mutfcU^l  *n8  ^or  kim,  t0  perfuade  the  fiufii!  tons  of  men  ;  and 
toOoj.  '  we  aflre&ionately  defire  them,  as  they  would  value  th«ic 

own  fouls,  to  embrace  him,  as  the  only  Saviour  now, 
who  will  be  their  judge  at  the  lait  day  :■  (ver.  10,  11) . 
and  the  fum  of  our  addrefs  to  them,  in  hope  that  the 
Lord  will  make  it  efFc£tual,  is  this,  Since  fatisfaction  is 


xi  For  he  hath 
made  him  At  h  fin 

for  iff,  wtio  iucw 

do 


already  made  to  the  juft  ice  of  God  by  the  death  of  hb 
Son,  that  he  may  pardon  and  fhew  favour  to  all  forts  of 
finnors  through  faith  in  him  ;  let  thefe  gracious  encou¬ 
ragements  engage  you  to  throw  down  your  arms  of  re¬ 
bellion,  to  fubmit  to  mercy,  and  to  God’s  own  way  of 
falvation  by  a  Redeemer,  as  a]fo  to  yield  yourfelves  up* 
by  divine  aifliftance,  inure!  y  and  without  referve  to  God, 
that  peace  and  friendship  on  both  Tides  may  be  tfhbiilh- 
ed  between  bim  and  you, 

2.1  For  God  the  rather*  in  juftice  to  himfelf,  and  to 
his  law  and  government,  and  in  the  riches  of  his  love 
and  grace  to  us,  whether  we  be  JrwiJi  or  Gentile  belie¬ 
vers,  has  laid  our  iniquities  in  fuch  a  manner  upon  his 
own  Son*rlm  though  he  was  perfeftly,  holy  and  unfpotred- 
ly  pure  in  him  f elf,  as  having  no  (in  in  his  temper  or 
p[a£tfce,  nor  the  leaft  confcioufnefs  of  guilt  on  any  fuch 
account,  and  though  no  iniquity  <>f  others  was  infilled 
into  him;  yet  our  fms  were  judidou fly  imputed  to  him, 
by  way  of  law  charge,  and  in  a  facrifirial  fenfe,  as  our 
fubftitutr,  who  had  freely  undertaken  to  anfwer  for 
them  - ;  and  thereupon  he  bore  the  legal  punifhment 
due,  to  them,  by  being  made  a  facrifice  for  (in,  when 
through  the  eternal  Jpirit  he  offered  himfelf  without  fpot 
to  God'j  (Heb.  ix*  14,}  to  the  end  that  {***)  what  he  vo* 
luntarily  fuffered,  in  our  room  and  ftead,  might  be  im¬ 
puted  for  j  unification  to  us  through  faith  in  him;  and 
that  we,  by  virtue  of  our  union  with  him^  rrJtfht  he 

con  (United 


«  o 

+  The  irnrd  Sin,  «»*  common* 

ly  ufrd  in  ih eSeptitagtzi  to  fi^nify  a  fin  efier* 
icj,  in  which  the  guilt  of  the  tflrnjfr  was 
c-  rctuikniully  transferred  to  the  fieri fice;  in 
rnSirri  whereof,  he  laid  hu  hand  upon  its 
an;i  \z  vas  killed  before  the  Lnrd  to 
n^ltezn  idoacmcnt,  J>ev*,  iv,  nt — 
a  typical  reference  to  the  great  atoning  larri- 
tke  of  Cimft  r  and  ualeis  the  guilt  of  our 
iniquities,  or  the  bvv  obligation  to  permit' 
i-stit  for  them,  had  been  judicially  charged 
u:  him.  it  feems  to  me  that  he  could  ivitP 

by  any  rule  of  jnilice,  have  here  their  pu* 
r.iJhmcnt:  For*  in  the  order  of  juftice,  our 
l-di  mult  ftti\  he  ftipnofcd  to  he  placed  toliU 
a. -count  tnanfflcr  for  them,  before  he  could 
tuidcrg*  the  proper  punilhmtnc  due  to 


T  E* 

them,  Jlnce  .divine  jufHce  cm  no  more  pn— 
mill  the  iiittrely,  and  In  all  refpefte*  sniU— 
lefit,  tlun  dear  the  guilty*  Hence  the  ferip- 
t ere  Jo  often  fpcaks  of  Chrift,  as  made  under 

t)ft  I<nx?t  n  redeeming  front  the  carfr  of  the 

Unfl  (which  contains  all  the  p  uni  foment 
due  to  fin)  by  hts  bring  made  a  ctrrfe  far  ju, 
and  i&bwring  ear  finst  and  for  jfof, 

the  jnft  fir  -  the  unjufi^  and  ibe  like*  And 
as  Cfirift  ms  made  fin,  not  by  infufion  or 
inhefion,  but  by  imbitl&lwrt t  that  he  mfohc 
bear  the  punjfomcnt  due  to  it :  lb  w  are 
made  the  ngbtemfncj j  cf  Cvd  ia  blm7  for  ju* 
ftifiertion  io  eternal  life,  not  Ivy  an  inherent 
riljhicniifiicfs,  bet  by  the  ivtpuiatkn  of  his 
r:£htcc'.ifiiefs  to  t;s,  that  brinf?  placed  to  ow 
aecouut,  *$  imrfcai  ware  to  hi*. 
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iu>  Cns  Att  *«  conftitutcd  righteous  in  the  light  of  God*  in  a  wy  cor* 

refpondent  to  that*  in  which  Chrift  was  made  fin  ;  even 
«f  God  in  him*  by  the  imputation  of  his  rigbtcpufnefs,  which  God  him* 

felf  has  contrived  and  provided,  approves  of,  accepts, 
and  mates  over  to  us  for  that  purpofe;  and  which  he, 
who  is  God  in  our  nature,  worked  out,  and  brought  in 
for  us,  by  his  obedience  and  fufferings  unto  death ;  but 
which,  tieverthelefs,  is  not  transferred  aw iy  from  him 
to  us,  as  our  fins  were  from  us  ;o  him;  but  whichever* 
iaftmgiy  remains  in  him,  as  in  its  original  fubjeft,  to 
whom  alone  belongs  all  the  glory  of  having  been  the  an* 
thor  of  it;  and  which  is  imputed  to  us,  to  free  us  from 
condemnation,  and  entitle  us  to  life,  ouly  as  we  arc 
found  in  him*  {Rom*  viU.  i»  and  Phih  iti-  9*) 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  a  Weffcd  aBurauce  are  fome  believers  favoured  with,  who  know  that, 
whenever  death  pulls  down  this  mortal  frame,  they  have  4  heavenly  man  (ion  of 
God's  own  providing,  and  that  their  fouls  fhall  be  ho  i'ooner  abfent  from  the  bo¬ 
dy,  than  prefeut  with  the  Lord,  to  abide  with  him  in  hia  father's  houfe  for  ever 
how  ftrong  are  their  breathings  and  pantinge  after  that  magnificent  and  delight¬ 
ful  world  1  Not  that  they  want  to  be  rid  of  the  body,  or  had  rather  go  to  heaven 
without,  than  with  it ;  but  they  look  and  long  for  an  admiffion  into  Chrift’s  im¬ 
mediate  pre  fence,  that  this  mortal  Hate,  with  all  its  iraperfe&iotts,  may  be  fwafr 
lowed  up  In  a  glorious  and  immortal  life*  For  this  God  has  formed  them  by  his 
grace :  of  this  he  has  given  them  a  certain  earned  wd  alfrmng  pledge  by  his  fpi- 
rit ;  and  in  realizing  views  of  this,  they  now  walk  by  faith,  till  they  fhall  arrive 
at  the  beatific  vi lion.  But  O  what  an  awful  day  will  that  be,  when  the  whole 
world  muft  appear  before  the  judgment' feat  of  Chrift,  and  every  one  fliall  receive 
gracious  rewards,  or  righteous  pumfhments,  in  a  proper  corrcfpoodence  to  the 
nature  and  degree  of  what  they  have  done  in  tlie  prefent  life,  whether  it  bt  good 
or  bad  !  How  confcienttous  and  careful  then  fhould  we  be,  that,  living  and  dy¬ 
ing,  all  our  ferviccs,  together  with  onr  perfems,  may  be  accepted  of  God  in 
the  Son-  of  his  love,  and  that  we  may  have  boldnefs  before  him  at  his  coming  1 
We  fhould  now  no  longer  think  of  Chrift,  as  the  faviour  of  the  only,  but 

of  the  Gtntticj  alfo  ;  nor  conceive  of  the  bl  citings  of  his  kingdom,  as  temporal 
and  carnal,  but  as  fpiritual  and  heavenly;  and  Ihouldtake  heed  of  refting  in  ex¬ 
ternal  privileges  and  profeflions,  fincc  nothing  fiiort  of  vital  union  with  him  will 
be  of  any  laving  advantage  to  11$;  and  if  any  man  be  thus  in  him,  he  is  a  new 
creature,  in  a  fpi  ritual  and  moral  fenfe,  with  refpeft  to  which  old  things  are  paf- 
fed  away,  and  all  things  become  new.  Who,  that  knows  the  neceflity  of  rege¬ 
neration,  and  the  terrors  that  will  feize  t3)c  unbelieving  and  ungodly  in  the  day 
of  judgment?  And  who,  that  has  felt  the  fweet  and  powerful  conflraints  of 
C  brill's  dying  love  to  all  forts  of  tinners,  and  has  hopes  of  heaven  for  his  own 
foul,  would  not  count  himfelf  obliged  to  live  no  longer  to  himfelf,  but  to  him  that 
died  for  bis  fins,  and  mfe  again  for  hts  jnflification ;  or  would  not,  with  humble 
and  (logic  aims  at  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  immortal  fouls,  be  define 
to  ufe  all  ways  and  means,  ,  which,  under  the  influence  of  divine  grace,  may  be 
cffe&iiri  to  perfoade  men,  as  rational  creatures,  to  confider  their  danger,  and 
the  hope  there  is  in  Chrift  for  them,  and  to  fell  in  with  the  method  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion  by  him,  whifh  God  himfelf  has  contrived?  And  Meflcd  be  his  name,  that 
he  has  fetit  on  foot,  and  committed  the  miniftry  of  it  to  his  fervants,  whom  be 
baa  fent,  as  embafladors  of  peace,  to  promote  and  enforce  it,  with  alt  carneftitds 
and  endearments,  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  as  though  the  great  and  offended  Gt^J 
himfelf  fo  far  comic  (evaded,  as  by  them  to  Urieedi  the  molt  contemptible  an.! 

unworthy  rebels  to  be  reconciled  to  him-  And  how  great  is  the  linnet  enco1?- 

rage  me 


Chi  vi.  The fecond  EpiJIU  to  the  CoAinthiANs  parapbrafed*  239 

njrement  to  come  in  to  God  through  a  Redeemer ;  fince  be  exhibit's  himfclf 
in  the  gofpel,  as  reconciled  by  the  atoning  fieri  free  of  his  Son,  between  whom 
and  every  true  believer*  there  is  Toch  n  law -charge  of  perfbnsa  as  has  trarra~ 
frrred  their  guilt  and  pnnifinneDt  to  him*  that*  infread  of  their  trefpalTcs  be* 
iug  imputed  to  them  for  condemnation,  has  righteoufbeft  might  be  imputed 
fur  ju/Ufication  to  eternal  life  ! 


CHAP.  VI. 

The  apofilc  Jbrtvs  the  Corinthians  how  he,  with  others  of  hit  brethren , 
approved  them/ elves  to  be  faithful  minifiers  ef  Chrifi,  by  their  exhort¬ 
ing  them  to  entertain  the  gofpel  of  reconciliation  with  due  regard,  1, 
2.  By  their  unblameable  life ,  and  behaviour  under  f offerings  for 
Cbrijl ,  3, — to*  By  their  aff option  for  them,  which  he  hoped  would 
be  anfwered  with  the  like  towards-  themfelvet ,  11,-13.  find  by  his 
own,  together  with  fns  brethren *1  earned  concern,  that  they  snight 
have  no  fellawfbip  with  unbelievers  and  idolaters ,  14,-18. 


w  E  then*  as 

workers 

grther  t inih  bimt 
bc&cch  yva  life, 
that  yc  receive 
no!  the  grace  of 
God  in  vain : 


1  (Tor  he  'faith 
I  have  heard  thee 
in  atime  accepted 

and 


Paraphrase. 

BEING  therefore  embaffadors  for  Chrift,  as  though 
God  did  befeech  men  by  us  $  ( Chap.  7,  20  ^  and 
fo  being  joint-labourers  one  with  another  in  the  miuif- 
rry  of  reconciliation  *,  and  inftrumentally  under-la¬ 
bourers  to  him,  and  in  our  order  together  with  him, 
for  his  glory  and  the  good  of  fouls ;  we  not  only  inGft 
on  this  great  article  of  our  miniftry,  among  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  wherever  we  come;  hut  left  any  of  you  ftiould 
not  be  m  heart,  what  ye  are  in  outward  proftffion,  we, 
in -godly  jealoufy  over  you,  {chap.  xi.  2.)  tenderly  in¬ 
treat,  {*ap«»M*ur)  and  earneftly  exhorr  you  alfo  f,  to 
.take  heed  that  ye  do  not  lightly  efteem  the  gofpel  of  re¬ 
conciliation,  and  receive  it  in  notion  only,  and  fo  ren¬ 
der  it  unfruitful  in  yourfclves,  and  iuefie&ual  to  anfwcr 
the  beneficial  defigo  of  a  doftrinc,  which  may  be  called 
the  grace  of  God ,  (Tit.  ti.  11.)  and  the  word  of  bis  grace, 
(Acts  xiv.  3-)  aa  it  is  the  effc&  of  his  free  favour  $  dif- 
plays  its  glorious  fcheme  $  and  is  his  appointed  means 
of  conveying  its  rich  ble  flings,  with  all  the  gifts  and 
graces  of  the  fpirit,  a  the  faying  of  the  foul. 

2  For  in  a  prophecy  of  Chrill,  and  of  what  we  now 
preach,  as  taking  place  upon  Gentiles ,  a$  well  as  Jews, 
God  the  Father  fays  to  him  in  his  office  charader,  {If a. 

xlix.  8.). 

NOTES, 


*  With  him,  not  bring  In  the  Greet,  ** 
may  confidcr  lb*  Hpoftle,  as  intimating,  that 
hr  and  his  bretbirn  in  ibt  miniftry  were 
jnint  labrurtrs,  one  ttttb  amther,  as  well  u 
LboiAin  together  with  God,  in  their  work. 

f  Vet  bti'cech  jto  tijh,  jeems  plainly  to 


fugoeft,  tliat  what  the  aptlllc  bad  mention¬ 
ed  of  (bis  kind,  chap-  e.  ,0.  was  not  dine- 
lal  immediately  to  the  Church  at  Msl,  a, 
thii  i,  ;  but  was  rather  an  amount  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  tenor  of  his  miniftry.  Sec  the  note 
there. 
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utd  in  the  day  of  xlix.  8.)  *  I  have  heard  and  anfvrercd  all  thy  defires  of 

/bnMinxl  ^tLtt  :  a  Glance  ‘n  thy  labours  and  fufferings,  and  of  fuccefs  in 
beh->i<i,  now  it  their  rewards,  {I/a.  xlix.  4, — 6.)  at  a  time,  in  which 


the  accepted  time 
t  eh  old,  now  U 
the  day  of  filia¬ 
tion :) 


thou- waft  peculiarly  accepted  of,  and  grateful  to  me, 
(«v®  on  account  of  thy  performing  the  work  which 
I  gave  thee  to  do;  and,  in  confequence  of  this,  I  have 
heard  thy  intcrceilbry  pleas,  that  the  fruit  of  thy  re¬ 


deeming  death  may  he  applied  to  GentiUx^  as  well  as 


Jrwsy  by  means  of  the  gofpel,  which  ought  to  be  as  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  all  that  hear  It,  and  will  be  fo  to  them  that 


believe,  as  the  year  of  Jubilee  was  to  thofe  that  were 
then  delivered  from  their  femtude,  and  reftored  to  their 


inheritances:  And  I  have  lieen  feafonabl y  at  hand  to 
help  and  uphold  thee,,  in  the  day  of  thy  greateft  trial 
and  difficulty,  {I/d.  1.  7,-9.)  wherein  thou  wroughteft 
out  falvation  for  my  people,  and  wert  victorious,  in  thy 
fufttring  and  dying  confli£U,  for  reconciling  the  world 
to  myfelf.  {chap*  v.  19.)  Since  therefore  God  has  thus 
accepted  his  Son,  in  what  he  has  done  and  fuffered  to 
reconcile  tinners  of  all  nations  to  bimfe If,' behold,  with 


attention,  wonder,  anrf  joy,  that  now,  while  ye  are 
under  the  gofpel  miniftry ,  is  the  highly  acceptable  time 
(i7‘c  *  jiXTw-j  for  you  to  put  in  for  a  fhare  in  this  re¬ 
conciling  love  of  God  through  Jrfus  Chrift:  Now  is  the 
time,  in  which  he  will  gracioufly  accept  you  in  your 
coming  to  him  by  his  Son,  and  which  is  worthy  of  all 
acceptation:  Obfcrveit,  now  is  the  day;  and,  confides 
ing  the  precari oufnefe  of  your  lives,  this  may  be  the  only 
thy,  in  which  fa] ration  from  fin  and  wrath  is  to  be 
found;  in  which  God  propofes  it  to  your  acceptance,  by 
the  gofpel;  and  in  which  ,ye,  by  his  grace,  may  hope  to 
be  made  partakers  of  it,  through  faith  in  the  reconcile 
ing  death  of  the  great  Redeemer, 

3  awing  no  of-  -  3  In  fulfilling  this  bur  excellent  miniftry,  we  are  en- 

ffencc  in  anything  aided,  by  divine  aOiftance,  to  behave  fo  circumfpeclly, 

Wnrit  bUmed  V  and  fo  cautiouily,  toward  jew  and  Gentilexf  as  to  give 

no  juft  occafion  of  offence  in  any  place,  or  by  any  means 
whatsoever*  to  thofir  that  feek  ail  advantages  againft  us; 
left  our  fa  ere  d  ami  important  office  ilfelf  Ihould  fall  un¬ 
der  reproach,  to  the  di (honour  of  Chrift  and  his  gofpei, 
and  to  the  hindrance  of  its  fuccefs  in  our  preaching  iu 

4  Bat  in  all  4  But  in  every  circumftauce,  and  wherever  we  come, 

thing*  we  labour,  with  an  humble  dependence  on  help  from 


NOTE. 

•  The  Hoards  here  quoted  from  lfineh  bo-  to  jri*pei  time*;  and  thi*  calls  further  ViAt 
Ing  ib  plain  st  prophecy  of  Chrift,  uik]  of  uf^u  Ink  foregoing  di&ourfe,  as  hiriiig  a  re- 
tbc  nKioj;  of  the  G<Mt;frs7  I  have  eojiiidcr-  Terence  to  i)  e  according  to  fri¬ 

ed  the  tifc  lint .  the  apoftle  francs  of  them,  /Wife  «5ven  all  along  ia  the  paraphrefc, 
in  th>*  v«w,  rather  than,  as  many  cb&f.vs  ij.  toth-Spkw* 

haw  done,  in  a  way  of  Mcecm*nod*fm  ordy 
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ouridves  as  the 
mini  Acre  of  God 
1r<  much  patience 
in  afflictions,  In 
nocfJlitiif]  indiP 


heaven,  to  a£t  up  to  charafter,  in  approving  ourfelves 
tcChrift,  and. the  conferences  of  his  people,  a&  diligent 
and  faithful  mini  tiers,  that  hare  our  commiflion  from 
God,  are  employed  and  owned  in  his  fcrvicc,  and  pur* 
foe  the  great  defigns  of  his  glory,  by  our  abundant  meek* 
nefs  and  patience  toward  men,  and  calm  retaliation 
and  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  God,  in  the  various  puff¬ 
ing  tribulations  of  all  forts,  SwOnnj  •  which  we  fufK  r 
for  Ch fifths  fake;  as  particularly,  in  the  extreme  wautsj 
[*m*7**ur}  with  refpe£t  to  the  things  of  this  life,  t liar  we 
endure  \  m  the  great  ftraits  (rv  c-mx??****)  that  wc  are  of¬ 
ten  reduced  to,  as  not  knowing  which  may  to  turn  our* 
fclves* 


$  Tu  ftripet,  m 
imprtibn  omit*, 

in  min  ill  [5,  in  la¬ 
bours,  in  witch- 

in  fallings. 


6  By  pu  rends, 
byknowlcdgCjby 
Jong-iufferingj  by 
kindneft,  by  (be 

holy 


5  Our  patience  in  afflictions,  has  been  further  cxem* 
plified  in  the  ignominious  and  painful  fcourgings,  by 
rods  and  thongs,  that  we  endure  from  Jews  and  Gen* 
tilts;  (chap,  xi*  23,  24,  25*)  in  our  being  caft  into  jail? 
and  dungeons,  and  committed  to  the  cuftody  of  cruel 
officers;  {rf£Js+  xvi.  23,  24,)  in  outrageous  infurrefliens 
and  riots  of  infulting  and  furious  mobs;  {Jtls  xiv  5* 
and  xvi*  22*  and  xvii,  5*  and  xviit*  12*  and  xix.  29*  and 
xxii.  22*)  in  being  broke  of  our  natural  reft  by  innum¬ 
erable  hardships,  as  well  as  fometimes  by  devotional 
fcrvices;  and  in  fuffering  denials  uf  our  ordinary  daily 
food,  for  want  of  proper  fopplies,  as  well  as  by  rolun* 
tary  fadings  on  religious  accounts* 

6  Our  patience,  under  all  thefe  trouhles,  is  amded 

and  fop  ported  by  the  following  means,  namdy,  by 
the  integrity  which  governs  our  hearts  and  lives,  in 
preaching  the  pure  gofpel  of  Chrid,  with  (ingle  aims 
at  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  precious  fouls, 
and  by  a  ebade  and  moded  behaviour,  and  all  purity  ;n 
doctrine  and  manners,  futtable  to  our  holy  function;  by 
that  believing  acquaintance  with  gofpel  truths,  and  ipi- 
ritual  wifdom  and  under  flan  ding,  which  wc  receive 
frqm  God,  and  arc  the  means  of  conveying  to  others; 
by  that  lenity  and  forbearance,  whereby  we  arc  d 

to  put  up  affronts,  cSgovern  our  pailkms  and  it  font  merits 

.a?  fonder 


K  O  T  P  S. 


*  flic  lions  fisera  to  be  here  ofed  a*  age-  jlr.jfc 1,  fyuh  preflarci>  as  reduce  one  10  the 

nrrat  tetro,  cnmprthniilinj  all  jjrtica*  pttifjf  Jlr^ztti  (hough  the  gnda'ion 

lars  which  arefpecifcd  in  the  remainder  of  would  be  ft  rone  alul  rciiuUi  o  t'.-r  y-*f  it 
this,  end  in  the  nrjtt  verft,  u  the  things,  c*nld  noth*  continual  hro  '!*<:  i  c>' 
in  the  bearing  of  which,  with  a  becoming  but  there  the  thought  would  link  and  flatten, 
temper,  their  meAnt/t  and  pattdrict  were  con-  after  it  had  been  raifM  to  the  ji.  ot 

fpicuom.  Ttis  in  my  humble  ipprthen-  imaginable. 

Imo,  len  the  (wntiment  ot  both  thefe  rrrfn  f  Here  the  apo'JIc  feems  to  intimate  bow 
in  a  more  beautiful  order,  than  if  we  were,  it  ctme  to  ^afs,  that  they  wert  jb  remarkably 
with  fame  others,  to  eon  lid  cr  os  and  ricmplarv  parent  uudqr  their  muMpl'cd 

importing  afflictions  ia  general  %  ifftiffons.  It  was  hy  means  cf  whai  he 

^  frgoifying  rtserr  rri/vAu  troubles;  and  di-  h>  il>Ii  and  the  next  vtrfc. 

VOL.  iVl  +  Q 
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holy  Ghoft,  by 
Uyc  un  feign.  t-J, 


T  By  the  irord 
of  truth,  by  the 
power  of  God*  by 
the  arirn  nar  of 
rijjhteoulhcls  on 
the  right  hand 
and  un  ibe  kft, 


6  Be  honour 
■ 

atu!  Hi  [honour  by 
tvil  icport  -ml 
jwd  report ;  as 

dc- 


undcr  all  provocations,  and  to  pofiefsour  own  Touts  with 
quietoefti  and  peace,  in  humble  hope  of  divine  confola- 
tions  to  fupport  us  under  preTent  trials,  and  of  heaven¬ 
ly  bleflcdnefs  to  put  an  end  to  them  ;  by  that  affability 
and  benignity  of  temper,  which  gives  us  a  noble  plea- 
Jure  in  dutijg  good  to  all,  and  eveu  to  thofe  that  abufe 
us;  by  the  Tpectal  afMance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  his 
gifts  and  graces,  which  furnifh  us  for  ufefulnefs,  and 
guide  and  animate  us  in  the  work  of  the  Lord ;  by  our 
ftncercand  undifguifed  love  to  Chrilt,  to  the  fouls  of 
men,  and  to  the  do&rines  of  divine  revelation  : 

7  tty  the  ljght  and  comfort  of  the  gofpel,  which  we 
believe  to  be  infallibly  true,  as  tbe  word  of  that  God 
who  cannot  lie,  and  which  we  preach  according  to  its 
truth,  without  mixture  of  error;  by  the  almighty  pow¬ 
er  of  God,  which  ftnengthens  us  for,  upholds  us  under, 
and  is  manifefted  in,  all  our  fufferings  and  miniftr&uons, 
and  enables  us  to  work  miracles  in  confirmation  of  what 
we  preach:  It  is  through,  or  by  means  of  thefe  *,  and 
ftich  like  offenGve,  and  defenfive  weapons  of  righreouf- 
nefs,  (^«TM(rwi»wk((uonnff)  that  we  are  ftrcngtkncd 

with  all  mighty  according  to  Cod* s  glorious  power,  mU 
all  patience)  and  iong-fujferixg  w i th  joyfu Incf  f;  (Col*  i. 

il,)  He  has  furnidied  us  with  this  fpiricupl  armour, 
that  we  might  fight  valiantly,  acceptably,  atid  fuccefs- 

fully,  in  our  holy  warfare,  as  petfons  completely  arm¬ 
ed,  and  defended  on  every  fide,  again  ft  all  ailaults,  that 
can  be  made  upon  us  from  any  quarter  whatfoever; 
whether  it  be  by  temptations  of  cafe  and  profperity  on 
the  right  hand,  or  of  fatigue  and  adverfity  on  the  left* 

9  Being  thus  fortified  again  ft  all  our  trials  ft  wepafo 
with  a  fteady  temper  of  mind  through  different  feenes, 
that  open  before  us ;  (<?**)  through  the  good  efteem  and 
honourable  refpefl  of  Tome,  without  being  puffed  up  or 
elated  by  them  ;  and  through  tbe  contempt  and fhame- 
ful  ufage  of  others,  without  being  deprefled  in  fpirit  by 
them;  through  all  the  hard  fpeeches,  and  infamous 
(binders  of  our  enemies,  to  fink  our  character,  without 
being  difeouraged,  or  moved  at  them;  and  through  the 

commend^ 


MOTES* 


-f  He  a  nr m  w  of  rixHctttfrefi  appear*  ta 
in c  to  be  a  fomming  up,  under  this 

tisk.wkat  ;hc  apeftk  tad  been  (peaking  of  m 
thi>  and  t!i^  f  cegoing  r<rfe,  than  any  thing 
diftinft  frrmi  It  ;  ArA  if  ve  compare  thote 
particular  with  his  account  of  f£c  wWr  nr* 
niter  ?f  Itcj\  in  Epb*  vi*  i  &e.  we  limit 
find  a  very  great  ag!€cftitr*t  between  them. 
It  is  tikewi-e  nldVrvablc,  tha:  the  prepr* 

which  i:i  this,  ami  the  forgoing  verfe 


arc  rendered  art  here  altered  in  the  Grrrt 
from  one,  which  iigriifies  is  or  hft  (tv)  to  a- 

nothcr,  which  hgmfes  by,  or  tfero1  (/**). 

f  In  this  vtrfe,  as  t  nice  it,  the  apnOk 
returns  in  the  tlciaH,  cfpcclslly  of  hU  own, 
inctufire  of  iornt^  of  his  brcrhmi1*  uuhbin»» 
able  and  end  unbecoming  bcht\iuur,  in  i\c- 
17  rircumftance  of  life,  by  errant  m  thole 
fpirit.ual  advantage*,  witicb  he  tad  recited  w 
the  two  preceding  \erl«. 
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deccitcrt.  sbd  jet 


9  As  unknown 
>nri  jet  well 
known;  dying 
a:i;L  behold  *  we 
Ure  ;  !i$  chaHcn- 

fd,  and  not  kit- 

is.d  * 


10  As  foriw- 
Ail,  yet  aiw*y  re- 
poking;  a$pourt 
yet  making  many 
rich ;  as  having 

no 


commendations  and  applaufts  of  our  friends  to  raifeour 
reputation,  without  being  proud  of  them,  or  valuing 
ourfelves  tipon  them:  God,  in  his  wife  and  holy  pro¬ 
vidence/  has  permitted,  that  we  Ihoutd  be  looked  upon, 
fpoken  of,  and  treated  by  many,  as  hypocritical  impos¬ 
tors,  that  cheat  and  feduce  tbe  people;  am!  yet  we,  .as 
the  true  fervamsof  Chrift,  are  fincere  and  faithful  in 
preaching  the  gofpel,  and  in  all  that  we  fay,  and  do, 

9  We  are  reprefented  by  men  of  figure,  and  high 
pretenders  to  wifdom  and  learning,  as  mean,  worthier*, 
and  obfeure  peribns,  of  little  or  no  account,  and  many 
are  ignorant  of  our  real  character  ;  and  yet  others  have 
feen  fo  much  of  the  wifdom,  power,  and  grace  of  God 
in  our  miniftrations,  convention,  and  patience  in  fuf~ 
fierings,  and  have  had  fo  much  experience  of  fpiritual 
benefit  by  our  means,  that  they  well  know  us  to  be  ho¬ 
noured  of  God,  and  perfbns  of  importance  to  them- 
felvesj^ind  we  are  known  and  approved  of,  far  and 
wide,  among  all  the  churches  of  the  faints:  We  are  in 
perpetual  jeopardy  from  our  enemies,  like  perfons  that 
feem  to  be  every  day  in  the  jaws  of  death;  and  yet,  be¬ 
hold  how  wonderfully  God  appears  on  our  behalf!  We 
are  flill  in  the  land  of  tbe  living,  and  are  lively  in  our 
own  fouls:  We  are  trained  up,  as  under  the  fi-vereft 
difctplme  from  the  hands  of,  men,  which  we  Hkcwtfe 
confidcr  as  the  chafHfements  of  the  Lord;  and  yet  we 
are  neither  brought  down  to  the  duft  of  death,  by  the 
extremity  of  our  fufFerings;  nor  do  our  reviving  hopes 
and  confidences  fail. 

10  We  feem  robe  in  a  very  melancholy  and  miferable 
condition,  as  to  all  outward  appearance;  and  yet  wc  are 
full  of  the  joys  of  faith,  and  of  a  good  conference  with¬ 
in,  and  are  dailyrejoicing  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God: 
We  are  indeed  poor,  as  to  the  things  of  this  world,  ha¬ 
ving  none  of  its  affluence,  or  comfortable  accommoda¬ 
tions;  and  yet  we  are  Inftrumcots,  in- Ch  rift's  hand, 
of  making  many  rich  toward  God;  rich  in  faith,  mid 
in  good  works,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  to¬ 
gether  with  ourfeives;  Yea,  we  are  fo  extremely  necef- 
fitous,  as  to  have  none  of  the  enjoyments  of  this  life* 
that  we  can  properly  call  our  own,  and  we  look  with 
fuch  an  holy  indifference  upon  them,  as  not  to  ddire  to 
have  our  portion  v\  them;  and  yet  we  have  all  things 
in  Chrift,  our  head,  who  is  poilcfled  of  them  for  our 
ufe:  As  to  temporal  good  things,  we  hold  sill,  that,  his 
providence  deals  out  ro  up,  with  his  blcffing,  aud  in  a 
covenant  way;  and  we  have  as  much  of  them,  as  he 
fees  heft  aud  fitteft  for  us,  and  are  as  fully  faasfitd  with 

O  a  that 
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n0ff(TE’  an(l  *\\  that,  as  if  we  had  ever  fo  great  a  fulnefs  of  them ;  and 
pn  ~  tnE  as  to  fpiritual  and  eternal  b]  effing*,  we  have  the  molt 


things 


u  O  ye  Conn- 

zfei m, 

is  open  unto  yon 
our  heart  is  en¬ 
larged* 


i%  Ye  are  not 
fhai'ccd  i '  up, 
bur  ye  are  ft  ratt¬ 
ened  in  yimroiva 

bowcU- 


*3  Nrtw  for  a 
retviti  pence  in  the 
fame,  (I  fpeak  as 
Hitt.OMrrdribhrenJ 


excellent  and  durable  riches  in  Chrift,  fome  already  in 
hand,  and  all  the  reft  in  prefetit  title,  and  fure  rever- 
fion,  as  our  inheritance  in  him  which  we,  in  a  little 
time,  fhall  a  dually  enjoy  with  him,  in  all  its  extent 
anti  glory* 

11  Omy  dear  Corinthian  friends,  wLe  open  ourfdves 

thus  freuly  to  you,  that  ye  may  he  encouraged,  by  what 
ye  hear  of  our  behaviour,  fupports,  and  confolations, 
under  all  our  fu fieri ngs  for  Chrift;  and  that  ye  may  be 
able  to  vindicate  our  character  againft  thofe,  that  would 
traduce  it:  And  our  heart  is  fo  full  of  love  and  afteftion 
to  you,  and  concern  for  your  fpiritual  edification  and  e» 
ternal  fa*  vat  ion,  that  we  think  nothing  too  much  to  fay, 
or  do,  to  promote  them* 

12  There  is  no  want  of  kindnefe  in  our  fools  toward 
you,  nor  "of  endeavours  to  do  all,  that  in  us  lies,  to 
fubferve  yourcftablilhment  and  growth  in  light,  faith* 
and  love,  comfort  and  holinefs  $  nor  is  there  any  defici¬ 
ency  in  the  gracious  do&rincs,  proraifes,  and  privileges 
of  the  gofpd,  to  promote  them,  which  we  minifter  to 
you ;  but,  alas  l  There  is  reafoa  to  fear,  concerning 
fome4of  you  at  leaft,  that  your  own  hearts  are  too  much 
ihut- up, -through  the  workings  of  unbelief,  carnality, 
and  pbtA  nefs  of  affeftion,  again  ft  us,  and  again  ft  the 
confolations,  which  are  in  .Chrift  for  you:  which  fuit 
your  tircum dances ;  and  which  vre  would  fain  have 
you  partakers  of. 

13  And  (Ji)  in  return  for  the  great  love  we  bear  to 
you,  and  for  our  deli  re  .  and  labour  after  your  fpiritual 
welfare,  let  us  have  the  plea  fare  1  befeech  you,  as  a 


htjc  aUb  cabrg* ,  father  would  his  dear  children  of  finding  that  your  hearts 


14  Kc  p  not 
unequally  yoked 
tot*cL]*cr  uriEhmi 
believers  :  for 

what 


are  enlarged  in  the  fame  reciprocal  afFe&ion  to  us,  and 
in  a  chearful  reception  of  the  truths  and  bleflings  of  the 
gofpd  according  to  theutmoft  benevolence,  with  which 
we  dilate  upon  them,  and  recommend  them  to  your  ac¬ 
ceptance! 

14  In  order  hereunto,  I  would  earneftly  exhort  and 
charge  you,  as  a  father  doth  bis  children,  (ver,  13.} 
and  cfpecialty  the  GmtiU  converts,  among  you,  (who 
are  moft  in  danger,  and  molt  need  the  camion)  that  ye 
by  110  means  intermarry  with  any,  that  are  ftrangers  to 
the  grace  of  God,  and  continue  in  heathenifm  and  un¬ 
belief,  which  would  be  more  difagrecable,  incongruous, 
and  difproportionatc,  than  yoking  art  ox  and  an  afs,  to 
plow  together,  was  under  the  law:  {Dcut*  xxii.  jo») 
Nay,  I  would  not,  that  ye  Ihould  cultivate  an  unnecef* 

far? 
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what  fellow  (hip 
Mh  rightuM-f- 
nc\X  ttirh  nurigh- 
xroufnds  ?  and 
what  commotiim 
li.Lih  light  *ith 
duknefs  ? 


IS  And  wht 
r4«rd  h»rh 
Qnft  with  Belial 
w«btf  pm  hath 

ht  that  believe: it 
with  on  inhdd  ? 


vS  And  what 
zgrccfticnt  hith 
the  temple  of 
God  with  idols  ? 
f-r  ye  are  tl-c 
temple  of  the  li¬ 
ving  God  ;  at 
Cod  hath  fa  sj 
1  will  dwell  in 

them,  and  walk 
3D  tbtm  j  and  1 

will 


fary  intimacy  of  foclety  with  them,  which  might  corrupt 
your  minds  and  manners;  and  above  al!,  fee  to  it,  that 
ye  never  join  with  them  in  any  of  ihiir  idolatrous  prac- 
rices,  which  would  be*  in  effect,  to  renounce  commu¬ 
nion  with  Chrilt  himfelf,  dirtflfy  contrary  to  your  own 
Juppmefi*  duty,  and  profeffion:  for  what  imercourfc 
or  partnerfhip  {**"*»)  can  there  be,  in  holy  and  delight* 
ful  friend/hip,  between  one,  that  is  renewed  and  fantri- 
fied  by  the  fpiiit  of  God,  and  one,  that  is  under  the  do¬ 
minion  of  (in  ?  and  what  religious  fociety  and  commu¬ 
nication  can  there  be  between  an  onderftandrng 

Chriftian,  who  is  made  light  in  the  Lord,  and  one,  who 
knows  not  God,  nor  any  thing  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift* 
but  remains  under  the  power,  and  in  the  kingdom  of 
darknefs  ?  Theft  are  as  contrary  one  to  the  other,  in  the 
fcntiments  and  dtfpofitions,  as  light  is  to  darknefs  itfelf. 

15  And  what  harmony,  or  mutual  confcnt, 

can  there  be  between  thofe  that  belong  to  Chrift,  as 
members  of  his  vnyftical  body,  and  thofe  that  are  the 
children  of  the  devil,  that  arch -re he)  againft  God,  who 
for  his  hwlefe  wickednefs*  may  be  emphatically  /tiled  * 
Belial?  Or  wbat  deftrable  lot  and  portion  (^5<r'}  can  one 
that  believes  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Ohrid  have  in  common, 
with  an  unbeliever*  (*«*■)  that  difowns  or  practically 
rejects  him? 

1 6  And  what  a  fu  it  able  accord  (™  ^nr)  can  there 
be,  between  the  temple  of  the  only  true  God,  which 
he  has  eonfecrated  for  himfelf*  and  the  temples  of  falfe 
Gods,  whom  the  heathens  adore,  and  are  devoted  to  ? 
Dagcn  and  the  Ark  might  ftand  together,  as  well  as 
theft ;  and  yet  thus  wide  is  the  difference  and  contra¬ 
riety  between  you*  and  thofe  that  are  without  Chrift* 
and  ftrangers  to  the  covenant  of  promifes :  For  yc  are 
the  habitation  of  God,  through  the  fpirit %  {Epb*  ii.  22*) 
and  fo  are,  io  a  much  nobler  feoft*  a  temple  feparated 
for  the  ftrvice,  and  honoured  with  the  fpecial  preftnee 
of  that  God*  who  has  life  in  himfelf,  and  is  the  fountain 
of  natural*  fpiritual,  and  eternal  life  to  others,  than 
ever  the  /lately  edifice  at  JervfnUm  was ;  as  appears  from 
what  God  himfelf  has  declared  in  ancient  promifes* 
which,  though  primarily  given  to  the  l/raelitesy  may 
ultimately  and  eminently  be  applied  to  the  New  T fila¬ 
ment  church,  and  to  every  true  believer  111  it,  faying 

(Lev*  xkvL  11*  12.  and  Ezek  xxxvih  27.}  I  will  taber¬ 
nacle 


MOTE, 

•  fitful  U  1  crmrwuiid  word,  which  TJeut.  *»i.  13-  la-jtfcfa  rcbtlH- 

u>  etvttologj,  (h]T  Mi  am f  v*itM :  lie  tmr»h*  *»f  ihU  lur,^ 

vK'/ssst  profit,  and  to  toother  {*?  v  given  to  ^ ten  ia  d*  uc  sre  epou, 

n\Frottt  je£et  that  i5(  ibe  Iftmccl 
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be  their  Cnd 
and  they  lhaKt  he 
my  f  coplr. 


17  WHerehrc 
tn me  out  from  a- 
jnorj;  ihe!T>,  stud 
fcc  ye  fepanitf* 
faith  the  L»rflt 
and  trtuch  not  the 
unebac)  thinf  ; 

I  will  receive 

y>^. 


lB  And  xvill 

bit  H  Wit 

^  Cii  ye  IH-1 
lie  my  £iu»s  rml 


nacle  whh  them,  and  fix  my  abode  in,  and  among  them, 
by  way  of  fpecial  relation  and  gracious  influence  ;  and 
will  commune  with  them,  like  a  fnend  that  keeps  them 
company,  ami  walks  with  them,  to  hear  and  anfwer 
their  petitions,  and  to  maaifrfl  myfelf  in  diftinguifhirg 
tokens  of  love  and  favour  to  them  ;  and  I  will  be  their 
God  in  an  ever! ailing  covenant,  to  make  over  my  fell 
and  all  my  perfe&ions  to  them  for  tfieir  portion;  to 
form  them  for  myfelf  \  to  own  them  for  my  people,  and 
delight  in  them  as  fuch ;  and  to  perform  all  things  for 
them  ;  .and  they  hereupon  (hall  be  my  covenant-people 
and  peculiar  property,  to  furreuder  themfelves  up  id 
me  ;  to  own  me  for  their  God,  and  themfelves  for  my 
people ;  to  ferve  and  delight  in  me;  and  to  fhew  forth 
my  praife. 

17  As  therefore  peculiar  privileges  of  this  fort  oblig¬ 
ed  God's  antient  people,  they^tw,  to  abftain  from  in* 
termarriages,  and  unncceflary  familiarity  with  the  hea¬ 
thens,  and  crpecially  from  fymbolizing  with  them  in 
their  fiiperflitious  and  idolatrous  rites,  and  from  defil¬ 
ing  thcmfclves  with  any  thing  that  was  unclean  ;  and  as 
ye,  who  are  fill)  more  abundantly  favoured  with  thefe 
high  and  glorious  blcflifigs,  are  under  ftronger  obliga¬ 
tions  to  aft  In  a  corrcfpondence  to  them ;  fo  ye  may 
think  ye  hear  God  faying  to  you,  in  language  like  that, 
which  he  formerly  ufed  to,  perfons  of  a  facred  charac¬ 
ter,  {JfaAVu  11.)  have  no  fellowfhip  with  unbelievers 
and  idolaters,  beyond  what  the-civii  duties  of  life  call 
you  to;  (1  Cor.  v.  9,  to.)  renounce  all  their  finful  cuf- 
toms  and  praftices,  together  with  every  thing  that 
would  endanger  your  compliance  with  them  ;  and  keep 
nt  the  remotrftdiltance  from  them,  that  ye  may  adhere 
intirely  to  me,  as  the  only  objett  of  your  faith  and  love, 
worEliip  apd  obedience  ;  and  do  not  meddle,  in  the  lead 
degree,  with  any  of  their  abominations,  which  are  fo 
defiling  to  confidence,  and  loathfome  in  my  fight:  And, 
for  your  encouragement  hereupon,  be  allured  that  what¬ 
ever  ye  may  fit  fie  r  in  your  names,  and  outward  efUte, 
on  this  account,  I  will  take  you  into  my  favour  and  pro¬ 
tection,  and  into  the  moll  delightful  and  advantageous 
communion  with  myfelf  here  ;  and  will  receive  you  to 
my  kingdom  and  glory  hereafter. 

iS  And  I  will  not  only  be,  but  manifefl  myfelf,  in 
the  molt  gracious  and  endearing  manner,  to  be  your 
heavenly  father;  and  will  be  a  better  relation  to  yen*, 
than  any  th.:r  ye  c.m  have,  or  lofe  upon  earth ;  and  ye 
ftiaU  be  my  children,  a  family  of  beloved  Tons  and 
daughters  to  me;  and  fiiall  accordingly  he  dealt  wiih, 

owned 
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daughters  faith 
th*  Lord  almigh¬ 
ty, 

* 


owned  and  bleffed,  as  fucb  here  and  for  ever,  fays 
the  Lord  Jehovah  (/it.  xxxi.  i,  9,  ami  2  Sam.  vii. 
14*)  who  is  faithful  to  his  promifes  and  i$  infinitely  a- 
blc  to  make  them  good* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

Whit  an  honour  and  encouragement  is  it  to  the  'faithful  ftTvants  of  Chrift,  that 
God  and  they.  in  a  proper  order  arc  embarked  and  employed  in  the  fame  glorious 
ci-jfc,  which  L  founded  on  ChrA’s  acceptance  with  the  Father,  that  tinners 
might  be  accepted  through  him  l  The  day  of  gofpd  grace,  fa  the  only  ttay  for 
finding  acceptance  with  God;  and  therefore  every  one  fliould  fee  to  it,  that  lie 
receive  it  without  delay,  and  do  not  hear  of  it’s  glad  rulings  in  vain.  But  how 
careful  fhould  mimfters  be,  to  behave  in  foun  (tameable  a  mamur,  as  not  to  dtfgrace 
their  facrcd  office,  nor  prejudice  their  hearers  againrt  the  doctrines  they  preach  ! 
They  are  to  approve  the mR: Ives  faithful,  by  their  purity  and  knowledge,  patience, 
kmdnefs,  and  unfeigned  love,  in  all  their  fiiffirriugs,  trials,  and  labours,  by  the 
aflifUnec  of  the  holy  Ghofl;,  by  a  right  life  of  the  word  of  truth  and  the  armour 
of  right ecnifacfs,  to  guard  them  agaiuft  temptations  on  every  fide,  even  fnch  as 
arife  from  honour  and  dilhonour,  frjm  evil  report  and  good  report:  and  they 
fhnuld  labour,  by  divine  grace,  to  behave  as  true  and  faithful  per  (on*,  and  to  be 
made  manifeil,  as  fiich*  in  the  confidences  am]  eAeem  nf  real  Ghriiriana*  while 
they  are  Induced  as  deceivers,  or  are  treated  as  mean  and  iufiguificant  wretches, 
by  others*  In  this  way  of  acquitting  themfelvcs,  behold  how  finally  God  ap¬ 
pears  for  them  J  How  much  foever  they  may  be  chafteried,  they  arc  wonderfully 
kept  alive,  till  their  Lord  has  done  his  wort  by  them:  How  fad  foever  their  out¬ 
ward  cuudilion  may  leem  to  be,  they  arc  filled  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing; 
And  how  jworfoever  they  be  in  this  world,  they  poiTeis  alt  things  in  Chart,  their 
head,  and  are  inftruments  of  making  many  rich  toward  God.  O  how  freely  and 
affe  Aion.it  riy  ere  their  heart®  and  months  open  to  their  Clicks  ;  and  wliat  a  reafon- 
able  return  is  it,  that  their  people’s  hearts  fhouM  be  enlarged  in  like  love  to  them  1 
For  they  are  neither  ftraitned  in  the  love- of  their  paftors,  nor  in  their  mimflrations 
of  the  promifes ;  but  all  their  ftraitnefs  lies  within  tliemfdvcs,  in  their  own  carna¬ 
lity  and  unbelief.  And  how  concerned  Jlmuld  believers  be  for  grace,  to  enable 
them  to  live  anfiverablc  to  the  exalted  privileges,  by  which  tied  has  honoured  nod 
d: lt;;i gu: filed  them  ;  to  abftain  from  every  thing,  that  has  the  leafl.  nlpcA  of  fal¬ 
ling  in  with  any  corruptions,  that  lie  in  oppolition  to  the  purity  of  their  faith, 
worfliip,  and  obedience;  and  to  take  heed  that  they  he  not  unequally  yoked  with 
unbelievers  in  any  relation,  or  in  any  fettle,  that  tends  to  cufunre  and  defile  them. 
For  they  can  no  more  haveChrUMan  fd!owfli:p>with  othtn;  in  linfiil,  fupcrflitfa 
ous  and  idolatrous  enftoms,  than  righteoiifntfo,  and  unrig ht eon Ibtfa.  F;;ht  and 
rfarknefe*  ChriA  and  Belial,  or  the  temple  of  God  and  idol?  can  be  reconciled  and 
harmonize.  And,  to  encourage  the  people  °f  God  to  fepaj  ate  from  every  thing 
polluting,  and  offen five  to  him,  he,  who  is  the  Lord  Almighty,  has  pvonnfed  that, 
in  their  relutqpi riling  fuch  things*  they  fluU  be  do  Jofcrs  ;  but  that  he  will  dwell 
in  them,  and  commune  whh  them;  will  receive  them  into  Ids  fp-.-cial  care  ami 
protection;  and  will  be  the  belt  of  fathers  to  them,  and  treat  tucm  as  bis  funs 
a:id  daughters,  whom  he  has  nude  heir*  of  eternal  life. 


N  O 

*  The  fubftance  of  this  proimfc  is  found 
in  the  plircs  referred  to  iit  the  paraph rate ; 
imj  rduin^  to  the  Ncv  Tcftamcnt  crvrcli* 
j.i\d  the  odwt  ifliaiCiifatdy  to  which 


T  E* 

the  apoftle  may  he  fuppofed  to  apply  ir>  all 
true  believer?,  in  Ukc  manner  ns  procnife 
reade  pa*ticuhriy  to  is  applied  l* 

than  \u  tUb-  XUL. 


r 


c  h  a  r. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

The  apcjllc  Jbuts  up  his  lajl  argument  -with  an  exhortation  to  univerfal 
kolinefs ,  I.  Intreat t  the  whole  church  to  hear  the  like  affeftion  to 
him,  as  he  did  to  than,  2—4.  Tells  them  how  greatly  he  rejoiced, 
amidjl  all  his  tribulations,  in  the  account,  which  Titus  gave  him ,  if 
their  ready  compliance  with  the  orders  f  his  former  letter ,  ani  f  its 
happy  ejfeft,  as  it  produced  their  farrowing  to  repentance ,  5—12. 
And  in  the  comfort  that  they  and  Titus  had  together,  who  found  a  kind 
reception,  and  faw  fuels  things  among  them,  as  anfwered  the  good  re¬ 
port  winch  the  apojtU  had  made  of  them }  13 — 16. 


T  fn  t. 

XJAvlug  there¬ 
fore  theft 
pro  mite*,  (dearly 
Mfive-i,)  lei  us 
clean  c  ourfdve* 
from  alt  file  i  tie  & 
of  the  Roll  and 


ilnrit,  pctftGinj 
koftnefr  in  the 

fear  of  God, 

■  *  -  _ 


%  Receive  ns  : 


Paraphrase. 

BEing  therefore  favoured  with  fuch  exceeding  great 
and  precious  promifes*  as  have  been  but  now  meur 
tinned;  (j Chap,  vi*  16,— 18-)  let  u3>  my  dearly  beloved 
brethren,  be  excited  and  encouraged  to  labour,  m  a 
dependence  on  promifed  grace*  and  in  hopes  of  pro¬ 
mifed  glory*  to  purify  ourfeWes*  by  believing  applica¬ 
tions  to  the  blood  and  fpirit  of  Chrift  for  deliverance* 
and  by  a  confcicntious  departure  in  heart  and  life*  from 
all  and  every  kind  of  iniquity*  which  is  theworft  of  de¬ 
filement  i  both  from  thofe  fins*  that  are  committed  by* 
and  infcCt  the  body*  fuch  as  undeannefs*  drunkenntfs* 
intemperance,  ijc*  which  make  us  like  the  beads  that 
periih  %  (Pfal*  xlix.  12,)  and  from  thofe  fins*  that  arc 
mod  immediately  aCted  by*  and  pollute  the  foul*  fuch 
as  falJehood*  pride*  malice*  eirr/ which  form  us  into 
the  odious  likenefs  of  the  Devil*  that  father  of  lies,  and 
proud  implacable  enemy  to  God  and  man:  John  via. 
44*  1.  Tim,  in.  6,  and  1  Pei.  v.  8.)  and  let  us  not  only* 
through  the  ipirir,  mortify  the  evil  deeds  of  the  body 
of  fin  *  (fee  the  paraphrafe  on  Horn*  viii.  13.)  but  like* 
wife  prefs  after  univerfal  holniefs*  as  thofe  that  art  net 
already  perfeB^  but  are  reaching  forth  to  thofe  things 
which  are  before^  till  we  (hall  have  completed  our  courfe 
of  obedience,  and  arrived  at  finlefs  perfection*  ( Phil - 
iti.  12,  13.)  by  maintaining  a  folemn  reverence  of  God, 
and  by  the  powerful  workings  of  his  new  coven  a  nt*  fear* 
which  he,  as  out  God*  has  put  into  our  hearts*  that 
we  might  not  depart  from.  him.  {Jer.  xxxii.  40.) 

2  But*  to  return**  i  carneftly  intreat  you  to  receive 

me 


N  O 

*  Ii  hiv.c  breo  1  jufter  of 

|lv;’  chapters,  it'  this  verft  had  been  made  ifre 
firTof  the  fcvmih  chapter,  and  the  frrlt  of 
tjiyi  haj  doftd  the  fixth  :  F*jr  ihc  firfi  TCifij 

Giw.s  up  that  part  of  the  dlfi^ur'e 


T  E_ 

nhich  the  apcftfcnwthcn  upon  %  and  there 
appears  to  be  liule  or  no  connexion  berwn 
this  verft  and  ibal*  But  hetc  he  brings  in  *gam 
what  he,  every  now  and  then,  had  louditi 
upon  before*  as  particularly  in  chap.  iihi. 


we  tave  wronged 
no  n}  nchavc 
irrupted  no  man 
u(  hi vi  defraud* 
<  J  no  trua. 


%  I  fpeak  not 
thi;  to  cotukino 
pu:  for  l  have 
laid  before,  that 
you  arc  in  our 
Jvto-ts  to  die  and 
live  with  js(t. 
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me,  together  with  my  other  faithful  brethren,  into  your 
good  opinion,  and  cordial  affefUon ;  to  embrace  the 
dotlrine  we  preach  in  the  name  of  Chriit}  and  to  own 
and  fubmitto  the  authority,  we  hare  received  from  him. 
To  engage  you  hereunto,  be  pleafed  to  confider,  that, 
we  have  never  given  you  occafion  to  do  orherwife ;  but 
can  appeal  to  Cod,  and  to  our  own  arjd  your  conferen¬ 
ces,  that  we  have  never  injured  the  reputation  of  any 
-of  you,  nor  any  way  hurt  you,  but  always  aimed  at 
doing  you  good ;  nor  have  ever  corrupted  any  of  your 
minds  with  errors,  or  by  flattering  fpeeches,  gifts,  or 
bribes ;  nor  have  ever  over-reached  you,  or  made 
a  gain  of  you,  as  your  falfe  teachers  have  endeavoured 
to  do.  {chap.  xi.  3,  20.) 

3  I  do  not  infill  on  thefe  things  from  any  ill  will  to¬ 
ward  you,  or  as  though  I  fufpe&cd,  or  would  charge 
and  condemn  you,  in  the  bulk,  for  having  ilandered 
us  with  infmuations,  that  we  had  wronged,  corrupred, 
or  defrauded  you ;  no,  I  can’t  entertain  fuch  an  unkind 
and  uncharitable  thought  of  you:  Fori  have  already 
told  you,  {chap.  iii.  a.)  that  ye  are  our  recommendatory 
epiJHe,  written  in  our  beartt%  and  fuch  is  our  ardent  af¬ 
fection  to  the  generality  of  you,  and  intire  confidence 
in  you,  that  we  could  not  only  venture  our  t eputation 
in  your  hands,  with  the  greatell  fatisfa&ion  \  but,  were, 
we  not  called  to  important  fer vices  in  other  places,  we 
could  very  gladly  fpend,  and  be  fpent  intircly  for  you, 
(chap.  xii.  15.)  and  could  chearfully  live  and  die  with 
you,  as  a  people  heartily  loving  us,  and  beloved  by  us. 

4  It  is  from  my  a  ffeQionate  concern  for  you,  that  I 
ufe  rhe  utmoil  freedom  and  plainnefs  in  writing  to  you, 
about  the  diforders  that  have  fprung  up  amoug  you  ; 
and  it  is  from  the  confidence  I  have  in  the  major  pan 
of  you,  that  I  fo  greatly  rejoice  and  glory  in  you,  while 
1  think  of  you  as  obedient  children,  whom  1  have  mi- 
nifterinlly  begotten  to  Chrift  through  the  gofpelj  {1  Cor. 
4v.  15.)  and  that  I  fpeak  fo  highly,  even  to  a  fort  of 
boafltng  of  you,  wherefoever  I  come:  {Chap.  ix.  1.)  I 
am  filled  wirb  abundant  confolation,  in  every  review  of 
what  God  has  done  hy  me  among  you)  and  it  is,  be¬ 
yond  expreflton,  tbe  joy  of  my  heart,  amidft  all  tbe  re¬ 
proaches  and  heavy  afflidions,  that  hare  befallen  me, 
and  my  companions  in  labour,  from  profefied  friends, 

and 

NOTE. 

__ _ ...  tt. c.  aod  v.  n,  13  sad  pan  of  the  tbnrch  from  their  falfe  teacher*, 

what  he  had  macti  in  hi*  thoughts,  a*  one  uud  to  preferre  his  intenft,  as  *n  apoftlc  of 
nu in  drift  in  ikist  as  wdl  as  in  hi*  former  Chrift  in  their  alftttioo*,  aiidaflurc  tbeitiof 
epirtie,  which  wi*  so  take  off  the  kis  own  toward  them* 


4  Great  if  my 
boldntftoffpcixh 

toward  yon,  great 

is  my  glorying  of 
voq  ;  I  am  filled 
vvuh  'comfort.  1 
it  m  exceed  ing  j  oy* 
fd  in  all  our  tri¬ 
bulation* 


Ac-  and  W<  i 


%  For,  when 
to  were  come  in¬ 
to  Macedonia  onr 
ilcfh  had  no  reft, 
hoc  we  were  trou¬ 
bled  on  every  fiile 
wet  bout  rare 
fighfinga^  withm 

wre  fw$. 


6  Hcvetthekfs 
Cod*  that  com- 
frrteth  chnfc  that 
are  call  do* a, 

*<om  farted  ii5  by 

the  coming- of  Ti¬ 
tus  ; 
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and  from  fecret  and  open  enemies**  to  hear  that  things 
are  now  fo  much  better  with  you,  than  I  feared* 

5  For  as  when  I  came  to  Troas^  I  had  no  reft  in  my 
(pint)  becaufe  I  found  not  Titiuy  my  brother  there*  to 
give  me  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  your  affairs  ;  (chap, 
iu  tiy  13*3  fo  when  we  came  into  Macedonia^  we  had 
no  reft*  night  or  day*  in  body  or  mind*  both  becauf1* 
for  Tome  time*  we  could  not  meet  with  him  there  nei¬ 
ther,  and  becaufe  additional  troubles  attacked  us  from 
every  quarter  *  We  had  warm  contentions  and  flroggles 
with  many  furrounding  adverfaries,  that  violently  op- 
pofed  us  and  our  doctrine:  and*  at  the  fame  time*  wt 
were  full  of  anxious,  and  diftreffmg  thoughts  in  our  own 
minds*  left  your  falfe  teachers  fhould  gain  ground*  ami 
pervert  ;wiy  of  you  *  and  fo  both  we,  and  the  gufpd 
fliould  lofc  credit*  among  you-  {Chap*  xi.  2,  3-) 

6  But*  at  length*  our  gracious  God*  the  Father  of 
mercies*  {chap*  i.  3*  4.)  whofc  endearing  char  after  it 
is*  to  comfort  them  that  are  dejected  and  brought  tow 
and  who  only  knows  how  and  when*  and  is  both  will* 
ing  and  able*  to  do  it*  was  plea  fed  to  relieve,  encon- 
rage*  and  comfort  us  by  means  of  the  happy  arrival  of 
our  beloved  and  faithful  brother  7/7  wr*  who  came*  by 
the  good  hand  of  the  Lord,  juft  in  feafon  to  us. 

7  And  this  confohdon  was  occaGoned*  not  only  by 
his  fafe  return  to  us*  which  we  had  been  long  wilhing 
and  praying  for;  but  in  a  fpecial  manner,  by  the  de¬ 
lightful  account*  which  he  gave  us  of  the  great  fat  is  fac* 
tion  and  pleafiire  he  received*  in.convetfing  with  you* 
and  in  Ending  things  to  he  in  fo  good  a  ftate  among 
jyou  :  As  for  inftance,  when  he  rehearfed  to  ns*  at  large* 
what  he  had  feen  and  heard  of  your  ftrong  detire  to  com* 
ply  with  the  couiifels  and  warnings,  that  I  had  fent  you 
for  rectifying  various  diforders,  and  particularly  in  what 
related  to  the  iuceftuous  per  fen  j  {1  Cor ♦  v.)  when  he 
further  told  us  of  your  deep  and  humble  lamenta¬ 
tion*  that  fuch  fcandal  Ihould  be  thereby  brought  on 
the  name  apd  ways  of  Chrift*  and  fo  much  connived 
at  by  the  church*  and  that  fuch  offence  and  grief  fhoukl 
be  thereby  caufed  to  myfelf*  as  well  as  many  others; 
and  when  he  allured  us  of  your  affeftionate  zeal  and 

■  concern  for  my  perfon*  reputation  and  authority*  as  :m 
flpoftle  of  Chrift*  after  all  the  (harp  rebukes*  which  in 
faithfutnefs  I  had  given  you  ;  THefe  were  the  thine*, 
that  exceedingly  heightened  the  pleafure  of  his  good 
company,  and  gave  me  more  abundant  joy*  than  1  be¬ 
fore  had  fear  concerning  you. 


y  And  rot  by 

hit  coming  only 
but  by  the  confo- 
Uuon  wherwah 
he  was  comforted 
in  yout  when  he 
t*U-  of  your  cir- 
ijeft  defire,  yvur 
mourning  your 
rn-Tcnt  mind  to¬ 
ward  m« ;  fo  that 

I  rejoiced  ,  the 

awe 


8  F:r 


Cb.  YU. 
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B  For  though 
J  mad t  you  lorry 
^fchaWKTj  ldo 
M  repent, 
though  I  did  re¬ 
peat  ;  for  I  per¬ 
ceive  that  the 
futic  qallle  made 
you  fnrry  though 
tin'crt  bni  for  a 
JCJlbn* 


f  Ko«  I  re¬ 
joice  doc  that  ye 
were  made  forry, 
but  that  jt  fat* 

rowed  to  repen¬ 
tance  ;  for  ye 
were  made  fatry 
aficra  j;nd£v  mac* 

n  4 

ner,  that  ye 
might  receive  di- 
mjgi!  by  us  in  rx» 
thing. 


8  For  though  what  I  "wrote  in  my  former  letrer  with 
fonre  Jirvtrity,  as  the  circumflances  of  things  then  re¬ 
quired,  did  otcalion  great  giief  and  trouble  to  you  ;  yet 
fince,  by  the  blelEngof  God,  it  has  produced  thefe  happy 
efFefits,  I  do  Itot  regret  my  dealing  fo  roundly  witb  you  ; 
though,  I  mufl  confefs,  fo  great  was  my  lore  and  ten* 
dernefs  of  fpirit  for  you,  that,  as  I  faid,  (chap.  it.  4.} 
I  wrote  it  with  many  tears  t  and  could  not  but  be  hearti¬ 
ly  grieved  to  think  what  a  necefltty  1  was  under  of  uf- 
ing  lo  much  fharpnefs  with  you  ;  and  I  was  afterwards 
concerned,  for  fear  it  might  wound  fome  truly  gracious 
fouls,  to  whom  it  did  not  belong,  and  who  ought  rather 
to  have  been  comforted  $  and  had  it,  after  all,  failed 
of  it's  de fired  fuccefs,  and  had  1  thereupon  only  confut¬ 
ed  what  might  be  agreeable  to  my  own  friendly  difpo* 
fitions  toward  you,  f  should  have  repented  that  I  had 
given  you  any  ditturbance*:  For,  as  1  then  apprehend¬ 
ed,  fo  I  now  find,  by  what  Titus  tells  me,  that  the 
forcmer.tioned  epiftle  affisfted  you  with  extreme  dif- 
trefs  and  trouble  (though,  bleffcd  be  God,  it  was  only 
for  a  little  while,  mafmuch  as  ye  were  foon  influenced 
by  it  to  fet  to  rights  what  was  am  ifs  among  you;  and  fo 
that  fhort  forrow  was  turned  into  la  fling  joy.) 

9  I  now  heartily  rejoice,  not  becaufc  ye  were  made 
uneafy,  as  though  I  took  pleafure  in  your  grief  for  its 
own  fake;  butbecaufe  your  forrow  worked  in  an  in¬ 
genious  manner,  to  humble  and  prove  you,  and  bring 
you  to  fincere  repentance,  for  the  evils  that  had  been 
found  among  you :  For  ye  were  afHifted,  and  mourn¬ 
ed  with  a  religious  frame  of  fpirit,  Hke  true  penitents, 
with  a  fetf-abafing,  contrite  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin,  as 
committed  again  ft  God,  with  humble  confedions  of  it, 
and  with  full  purpofe  of  heart,  to  have  no  further  fel- 
lowfhipwith  it;  but  to  put  it  away  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  is  according  to  the  mind  and  will  of  God,  (**>■*  ©*»J 
by  the  aJTiftance  of  his  Spirit,  and  to  the  honour  of  his 
great  and  holy  name ;  Thcfe  kindly  workings  of  godly 
forrow  were  wrought  in  you,  to  the  end  that,.  {***)  in- 
flea  d  of  being  provoked  and  enraged- on  one  hand,  or 
difeouraged.  on  the  other,  to  the  injury  of  your  own 
fouls,  by  what  I  faid,  (ver*  6, 12.)  ye  might  make  fo 

NOTE- 


*  It  is  not  to  be  fiippofed  thet  the  ipoflJe 
*Ttr  did  profnrly  repent  of  any  <hmg,  that 
hr  had  wrote  under  divine  infpntion ;  and 
therefore  vc  art  u>  undtrlbntl  what  he  here 
{jtytr  about  it,  .is  Signifying  only  facia  a  fort 
rtf  ferre-w  A*  one  would  have,  u*tc  htf  t*>  VO* 
y'fti  of  what  he  iud  d^rc,  or  <jnly  what 

lix-ut'J  be  n^iaul  for  hi*u  u#  gi  is  he 


tenderly  loved  them,  in  cafe  any  irk'otn* 
nicailire*,  vrtRch  he  had  taken  with  (hum, 
ihtntld  not  anfwcr  their  (icM  end  :  Accor¬ 
dingly  the  origiul  word?,  (v  fAiT&tztXifttrt 
i*  xm  /ciTaEJCtiX^tfv)  are  rendered  hy  feme 
tntiv'S  and  the  latitude  of  the  fenfe  will  bear 
it,  Ids  Jim  JV/'iM/*  I  p*frld  tii  Vi  Ttfr-it* 
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10  Jot  gt>dly 
farrow  worketh 
repentance  to  fal- 
vation,  not  to  be 

repented  of;  but 

the  farrow  of  the 
wojU  wtirlccth 
death. 


■  t  For*  behold 
ibis  felf-famo 
thing  that  ye  far* 
ro  wed  after  a  g  od* 
ly  Ibnt  what  wre- 

ful— 

■ 


good  an  improvement  of  it,  as  to  receive  no  hurt  in 
anyrcfpeX  whatfoever,  butjJldefirable  advantage  by  it. 

10  For  fpi ritual  grief  and  contrition  of  foul,  like 
yours,  god  ward,  and  according  ro  his  will,  on  account  L 
of  offences  com  mined  againft  him,  hae  the  happieft 
tendencies  and  effefts:  It  produces  that  evangelical  re* 
pent  a  nee,  under  apprehenfions  of  the  mercy  of  God  in 
Ohrid,  which  confiflsin  a  thorough  change  of  the  mind, 
heart,  and  life,  with  regard  to  fin  and  duty;  and  is 
conne&ed  with,  and  will  certainly  iffue  in,  a  complete 
deliverance  from  fin  and  wrath,  and  advancement  to  t- 
tern  a]  glory ;  yea,  in  the  very  nature  of  things;  as  welt 
as  by  the  ordination  of  God,  it  always  goes  before,  and 
is  praftlfed,  more  or  1  eft,  till  an  actual  enjoyment  of 
final  faivation ;  Vnd  fo  this  is  an  excellent  fort  of  repen¬ 
tance,  that  need  not,  ought  not,  nor  ever  was,  or  will 
be,  repented  of:  There  can  be  no  caufe’for  repenriogof 
this;  on  the  contrary  there  is  the  highefl  reafon  to 
choofe  and  cherifh  it,  to  rejoice  in  and  blefs  God 
for  it.  But  the  anxiety,  trouble,  and  impatient  vexa¬ 
tion  of  fpirit,  which  men  of  carnal  minds  have,  relating 
to  the  prefent  world  *,  on  account  of  their  Ioffe?  and 
difappointments,  difgrace  and  troubles,  especially  when 
they  have  brought  them  upon  themfdves  ;  and  the  dif- 
trefs  and  anguifh,  that  the  awakned  confciences  of  the 
men  of  this  world  feel,  in  terrible  and  defpairing  re¬ 
flexions  on  their  folly,  guilt,  and  danger,  merely  on 
account  of  the  mifebief,  their  evil  doings  have  expofed 
them  to,  increafe  their  fin  and  torment,  impair  their 
health,  {Pro if*  xvii*  22.)  and  fom crimes,  as  in  the  cafe 
of  Ahitophet  and  Judas ,  (2  Sam*  xvii*  23.  and  Maithi 
xxvii*  5.}  make  them  lay  violent  hands  upon  themfdves; 
or,  at  leaft,  one  way  or  other,  haften  their  death  and 
ruin,  both  as  to  the  life  which  now  is,  and  that  which 
h  to  come* 

1 1  Now  it  is  the  firft,  and  not  the  Uft  of  thefe  kinds 


of  forrow  and  repentance,  that  my  letter  was  the  means 
of  producing  in  you :  For  obferve,  as  I  myfelf  do  with 
great  pleasure  and  thank fulnefe  to  God,  your  ingenu¬ 
ous  mourning  on  account  of  what  ye  have  done,  and  of 
what  has  beeft  found  among  you,  againft  him,  has, 
through  divine  grace,  wrought  in  a  holy  manner,  and 

brought 


NOTE, 


’f  Since  the  ’world  may  be  taken  cither  for 
fit  things  of  the  Krtrfr,  as  in  Matth.  xri,  ad* 
and  1  John  ii,  15,-27.  or  for  the  carnal 
#/  the  -wcrldt  as  in  John  xtii.  a,  j>,  id* 
*3.  and  l  John  v,  ip*  the  Far^phrafa  n 

formed  with  a  view  to  both:  and  mtthhiks 


the  temper  of  the  snot  of  the  1 wrldt  in  their 
farrowing,  which  -works  eternal*  a*  well  as 
temporal  deaths  (lands  in  a  hauttful  oppofi^ 
tion  to  the  better  fpirit  that  the  CokhjAu'u 
had  difeoyettd  in  their  iorrewir-g,  *h\t[i 
vwrked  rt^eatance  to  fatvsfan* 
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futoefs  it  vrooght 
in  you,  y<*  tula* 
daring  of  your- 
fclres,  yes,  n>bai 
iadiptLiian,  yea, 
viul1  for,  y^a, 
iifhjt  vehement 
defirc,  yea,  what 
2t>d,  yea,  what 
rcrcngc  l  In  all 
thing'  ychaveap* 
proved  yourtHves 
10  be  dev  in  this 

-Haller, 


brought  foith  fruits  meet  for  repentance  K  Obferve 
what  though tfuloefe,  care,  and  diligence  it  worked  in 
you,  to  comply  with  my  orders,  and  to  approve  youo 
Selves  to  God  in  re£kifyiog  wbat  was  amifs:  Yea,  what 
tappy  influence  it  bad  upon  you  to  take  fuch  meafares, 
as  might  furnifh  out  a  plea  (fftfeAaywnr}  again  ft  any  ac- 
cufation,  as  if  ye  would  partake  with  the  inceft  uous  per- 
Con  in  his  guilt,  or  would  allow  of,  indulge,  or  con¬ 
nive  at  any  lin  in  yourfdves  or  others;  Tea,  what  ho¬ 
ly  indignation  and  warm  refentment  it  railed  in  your 
fouls  againft  your  own  iniquities,  and  agatnft  the  fins 
of  that  delinquent  and  his  abettors,  who  bad  fb  notori- 
cufly  dilhonoured  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  both  troubled 
and  defiled  the  chuich:  Yea,  what  an  awful  reverential 
fear  of  God,  and  of  his  difpleafuye  and  fore  rebukes,  it 
worked  in  you,  together  with  an  humble  jealoufy  over 
yourfdves,  and  cautious  fear  and  concern,  left  any  ac- 
cur  fed  thing  fhould  (till  be  found  with  you ;  or  left, 
through  the  power  of  temptation,  ye  fhould  fall  into  the 
like,  or  any  other  fin  again,  to  provoke  the  Lord  to 
anger:  Yea,  what  earneft  defire  it  excited  in  you  after 
a  thorough  reformation,  by  putting  away  that  evil  per* 
fen,  and  every  evil  thing  from  among  you;  (i  Cor*  v* 
13.)  and  by  doing  what  might  be  well  pleafing  to  God 
through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  might  be  to  your  own  and 
others  edification,  fatufa&ion,  advantage,  and  comfort : 
Tea,  what  facred  zeal  it  inflamed  you  with  for  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  God,  the  credit  of  religion  and  of  my  apoftolic 
authority,  and  for  the  peace  and  order  of  the  church : 
Yea,  behold,  bow  it  made  you  take  a  fort  of  holy  venge¬ 
ance  upon  yourfelves,  like  perfons  that  could  not  tell 
how  to  forgive  yourfelves,  in  refle£tion  on  your  own  de¬ 
faults  ;  and  how  it  engaged  you  to  inflifl  deferred  pa- 
nithment  on  the  fcandalous  offender,  by  calling  him  out 
of  your  holy  communion*  In  all  thefe  penitential  and 
commendable  ways  of  exprefling  your  godly  for  row, 
with  regard  to  what  has  been  fo  faulty  among  you,  ye 
have  (hewn  that  your  conferences  have  been  purged 
from  its  guilt  by  the  blood  of  Chrilt;  and  that  ye,  as  a 

church 


NOTE, 


*  tt  appears  from  what  follow  In  this  and 
the  next  v cries,  that  the  godly  fbnow  here 
i'p'Jt en  of,  hat  ■  particular  reference  to  ha 
influence  on  the  ounduft  of  the  chord),  for 
t'te  eorrrfllng  of  their  £a  and  error,  witir 
ndWt  to  the  tnccftuous  perfou,  while  fn- 
Jlcid  of  continuing  to  be  puffed  vpt  and  hoc 
to  rcoarn  on  his  account,  ()  Coi\  t,  t,)thqc 
rot  were  deeply  bumbled  ftt  reflection  upon 
liis  profs  reifnrriace,  *od  upon  thrir  ftroicr 
uucuoccrnednefi  about  it,  and  accordingly 


had  proceeded  to  pafs  a  proper  cenfore  upon 
him  for  it.  And  vet  in  the  preceding 
Ttrie,  the  apottle  calls  it  yotf/y  /jrrev,  whkh 
‘Wffrhib  reptnldticc  tip  fatvatw a,  we  may  like™ 
wlfc  couuoer  his  description  of  it  in  this 
mf«,  with  a  reference  to  that  evangelical 
repentance  which  it  onto  ftlratfoa,  or  Me 
ff/e,  ns  it  is  exprdfed  AGs  xi,  i&  and  there* 
fore  l  fir ve  managed  the  Paraphrase  fir,  aa 
to  bike  in  both  theft  rieu?;  though  it*ituy 
be  thought  too  long* 


J 
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it  Wherefore 
though  I  *rote 
nr<tf>  yon*  /  did  U 
not  for  his  ante 
that  had  done  the 

wrong  nor  for  hU 
on  &  that  fufferod 
wrong*  bnt  that 
ovreVre  tar  ytia 
in  the  GgfrtofGbd 
might  appear  im- 
to  you. 


x  l  There  fore 

wc  Were  comfort¬ 
ed  in  yow  com* 

fort :  yea*  and 
exceedingly  the 
more  joyed  ivc  for 
the  joy  of  TUtis* 
because  his  fpirk 
was  refrefbed  by 
you  ad. 


i4  For  3f  I  have 

boatful  any  thug 
to  him  of  you*  I 
am  not  afiiamtcl  ; 
bur  as  wc  fjjake 
aii  things  to  you 
in  truth*  even  la 
•or  bonding 

which 


church,  (land  clear  from  all  further  charges  on  that  ac¬ 
count,  as  being  forgiven  of  God*  and  no  longer  to  be 
reproached,  or  reproved  for  if,  by  men. 

12  This  cannot  hot  be  do  extreme  fati$fa£Uon  to  me: 
For  though  1  wrote  to  you  with  fome  fznartnefi,  parti¬ 
cularly  about  the  incefiuous  perfon,  it  was  not  from  a* 
ny  pique  or  prejudice  againft  him,  who  had  dealt  fo  in- 
jurioufly  in  defiling  his  father's  wife,  (fee  the  note  on  r 
Cor*\\  i.)  nor  from  any  pleafure,  that  1  had  in  the 
thought  of  his  being  chaftized  for  it;  nor  was  it  from 
any  partiality,  through  favour  or  affection,  toward  the 
father  himfelf,  who  had  been  fo  ill  ufed  by  him;  no, 
nor  was  it  barfly  to  reclaim  the  one,.^and,  as  far  as  in 
me  lay,  to  do  juflice  to  the  other,  though  this  ie  what 
I  had  much  at  heart;  but  it  principally  proceeded  from 
the  fin  cere  concern,  which  1  had  for  you,  as  in  the  fight 
and  prefence  of  the  hcart-fearching  God,  and  from  an 
earned  defire  of  difeovering  it  in  the  mod  effectual  man* 
ner  to  yon,  that  ye  might  he  preferved  from  the  infec¬ 
tion  and  the  blaft,  which  fuch  a  performs  continuing  a- 

mong  you  might  have  brought  upon  you;  and  that  the 
glory  of  Chrift,  and  the  honour  and  purity  of  the  whole 
church  might  not  fuffer,  through  their  negleft  of  doing 
the  duty,  which  in  that  cafe  was  incumbent  upon  them* 

13  When  therefore  I  and  others  of  my  brethren  heard, 
that  ye  had  in  fuch  a  laudable  manner  acquitted  your- 
felvtSj  by  calling  that  infamous  fin  ner  out  of  the  church, 
to  your  own  great  peace  and  comfort;  we  exceedingly 
rejoiced  at  it,  and  were  greatly  refrelhed  with  the  com¬ 
fort,  which  ye  thereby  have  given  us:  Anti  this  our  joy 
was  the  more  abundantly  incrcafed,  on  account  of  the 
fotisfaftion,  which  our  dear  brother  Titus  found  in  what 
ye  had  done;  becaufr  his  foul,  who  is  affectionately  and 
fo  3  licit  cm  fly  careful  about  you,  {ver*  15.  and  chap,  viii. 
16 }  was  mightily  revived  and  cheered,  under  all  his 
grief  and  concern  for  you,  when  he  faw  what  an  excel¬ 
lent  fpirit,  and  becoming  behaviour  appeared  in  the 
whole  church;  and  when  he  related  it  to  us-  This*  1 
fay,  adds  greatly,  and  in  a  fpccial  manner,  to  my  joy, 

14  For  if  in  my  former  con  ver  fat  ion  with  him,  l 
fpoke  cf  you  with  high  commendation  and  confidence 
concerning  your  faith,  and  your  afleftiooatc  regards  to 
me,  as  your  fpiritual  Father,  1  have  now  no  eaufe  to  be 
afhamed  of  ir,  as  thopgh  I  had  faid  more  of  you  than  yc 
deferved;  hut  as  I  have  always  preached  the  truth  of  the 
gofpel,  and  fpoke  infincerlty,  and  nothing  but  the  truth 
to  you;  fo  I  am  exceeding  glad  to  find  that  ye  have  fo 
fully  anfwered  my  character  of  you,  and  that  the  fort 

now 
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’which  I  made  be- 
W  Titus  is 
/omij  k  truth. 

tl  And  hU  in¬ 
ward  ideftion  is 
mere  abundant 
to  -vard  you, 
ht  TCrticnt- 
hrrtd:  the  nbedi- 
tK"  of  you  ill, 
how  with 

trembling 
r^H  received  him. 

•r 


1 6  I  rejoice 
lluricfoit  thzi  J 
hiKZ  confidence 
h  vou  in  ail 

p 

things. 


now  proves>  that  I  kept  within  the  bounds  of  modefty 
and  truth,  in  all  the  encomium  a  I  gave  of  you  to  Titus * 

15  And  his  (f***?;?*)  iewnoft  bowels  of  love  toward 
you  are  mo  ft  abundantly  warmed*  and  tenderly  moved* 
in  every  refleftionon  pur  ready  compliance,  as  a  church* 
with  my  spoftolic  orders  and  admonitions;  which  dif* 
covered  itfclf  in  the  refpeQfu!  maimer*  with  which  ye 
received  him*  as  coming  from  me  to  enforce  them;  and 
in  your  follicitous  watchful nefs,  care  and  caution*  and 
deep  concern,  left  he  fhould  find  any  thin^umong  pu* 
that  might  offend  and  grieve  him;  and  teflyftltp&tfbthc 
treachery  of  your  own  hearts,  and  the  fubtiHyttf  Sacuj^ 
ye  Ihould  not  duly  improve  his  faithful*  kmd*  andtt£^' 
der  counfcl  and  advice. 

r(5  It  k  therefore  an  unfpeakablc  pleafure  to  me*  that 
I  have  not  been  deceived  in  my  expectations  from  y«u^ 
and  that  I  have  now  Hill  fo  much  further  ground  of  con* 
fidence*  that  ye  will  pay  a  dutiful  refpeft  to  my  charac¬ 
ter,  and  a  religious  regard  to  all  that  T*  as  an  apoftle  of 
Jefus  Chrift*  may  hereafter  enjoin  upon  you. 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

What  blefled  afliftances  and  encouragements  do  the  gracious  promifes  of  a 
h^venly  Father  afford  his  children*  for  engaging  them  to  depart  from  all  iniquity 
in  liean  and  life,  and  to  go  on  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  till  their  fanfti  Scat  ion  he 
perfected  1  With  what  freedom  and  boMnels  may  minifter*  claim  an  attention  to 
thdr  meHage  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  while  they  can  appeal  to  the  consciences  of 
their  people,  as  witneftes  to  their  integrity,  ditintereftednefs,  and  aBWlionate 
concern  Cor  the  good  of  their  fools,  in  delivering  it  1  With  what  pleafure  do  they 
receive  all  notices  for  the  fucceft  of  their  labours  !  And  what  a  noble  fupport  H 
this  to  them  under  all  their  tribulations,  whether  they  arife  from  fightings  with¬ 
out,  or  fears  within  j  It  is  exceeding  grievous  to  them  to  be  under  a  ncccfiity  of 
fpeaking  feverc  things  to  the  diftreGing  ofthofc,  whom  they  had  much  rather  corn- 
fun  ;  But*  O  the  joy  J  when  it  produces  in  communities,  or  id  particular  perfona 
not  the  -furrow  of  this  world,  which  works  death;  but  godly  forrow,  which, 
works  repentance  to  falvation*  aud  which  is  every  way  worth  having,  and  ap¬ 
pears  with  fuch  diftrogukhing evidence,  as  proves  it  to  be  fmcere And  how  con¬ 
vincing  are  the  tokens  of  this,  when  it  works  in  profcGed  penitents,  with  a  eon- 
frirnrious  careful  nefs  again  ft  all  fin  ;  with  an  utter  difailowanCe  of  it;  with  hoi  y 
kdignation  againft  them felves for  it;  with  an  awfuY  reverence  of  Cod,  and  hum¬ 
ble  fear  of  relapfcs ;  with  earneft  deli  re  to  have  no  more  fellowship  with  it ;  with 
ar*  ardent  zeal  tor  the  glory  of  God ;  and  with  fuch  a  religious  revenge  upon  t-taf+ 
tvHch  hrus  been  fo  difhouoiirable  and  provoking  to  him*  as  to  purfue  k  in  a&s  of 
mortification,  till  it  be  utterly  flain  within  them  !  Aud  how  happy  is  it  when  gof- 
pel  churches,  with  a  like  temper  of  fprrit,  and  with  an  obediential  fubjedion  to 
the  .lulhority  of  Chrift,  as  made  known  by  his  fervaots,  dear  themfelves  from 
fcsnulalons  members;  and  thkt  to  the  bringing  of  them-  to  true  repentance!  This 
puts  an  honour  upon  churches,  and  confirms  tbe  good  opinion,  which  their  mini- 
fors  at  any  time  had  entertained,  and  exp  relied  concerning  them ;  and  gives  both 
paltors  and  people  a  Tweet  partnership  and  communion  in  each  others  joys.  But, 
alter  all,  it  is  God  alone,  who  comforts  them  that  arc  caft  down, 
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CHAP.  V11L 

The  apojlle  having  vindicated  his  charaEter*  and  expreftd  his  fatisf ac¬ 
tion  in  the  regard  that  the  Coriathtan  church  had Jhevm  to  himy  takes 
that  occajwn  to  remind  them  of  bis  exhortation^  in  the  former  epiftl r, 
to  charitable  contributions  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  faints  at  Jerufa* 
lem  ;  This  he  enforces  upon  then i,  by  the  laudable  example  of  the  Mace* 
doDian  churches ,  i* — 8.  By  the  love  and  grace  of  (thrift  to  them^g* 

By  the  wiltingnefsy  which  they  t hem/e tves  had Jbewn  to  this  good  work 
a  year  ago f  and  the  advantage  would  accrue  to  themfclves  by  it*  to — 
15.  :itnd  then  he  recommends  Titus  and  two  other  brethren ,  who,  at 
his  reqvefti  came  to  them  upon  this  very  bufine/sf  16—24. 


Tut. 

JLIOreoftr,  bre¬ 
thren,  we  do 
you  to  wit  of  the 
grace  of  God  bc~ 
ftowed  on  the 
churches  of  Me* 

cedouu; 


x  How  that  in 
I  treat  trial  of  af- 

Aio 


N 


Fmpitxm. 

OW,  brethren,  according  ro  the  confidence  1  have 
in  jour  love  and  obedience,  {chap,  vii,  1 5,  id.)  I 
would  again  recommend  the  poor  faints  at  Jerufatem  to 
jour  chriftian  companion:  (1  Cor .  xvi.  2,3.)  And  in 
order  to  the  engaging  of  jour  charitable  contributions 
for  their  relief,  who,  through  the  original  poverty  of 
fome,  and  through  perfections,  wars,  and  the  late  fa- 
mine,  (AEIs  si.  28,  29.),  that  have  affected  them  all,  arc 
reduced  to  very necdEtous  circumftances-,  it  may  be  pro- 
per  that  we  acquaint  you  (y^K*****  with  the  power¬ 
ful  influence  of  the  grace  of  God  *,  which  was  wrought 
effe&ually  in  the  Gentile  ch  urches  of  Macedonia,  fuch 
as  thofe  at  Philippi ,  7 hejfaleniea,  and  Berea,  {A Els  chip, 
xvi.  and  xvii.)  to  incline  them  to  exercife  their  chriftiao 
love  toward  their  Je-wi/h  brethren,  in  largely  contribu¬ 
ting  to  their  help,  notwit hftanding  the  difference  that 
there  is  in  fome  fentimems  between  them,  and  the  pre¬ 
judices,  which  they  have  too  much  entertained  on  that 
account,  one  again  It  the  other. 

2  Ye  mud  know  then,  that,  amidft  the  fore perlecu- 
dons  of  thefe  Macedonian  churches  themfclves,  {Aflt 
xvi.  19,  isc,  and  xvii.  5, 13.)  which  are  the  trials  of  their 

faith 


NOTE. 

*  T&f  tf'Ood  (tji  tv  ©is)  (HpguUbed  It  from  merely  common  homini> 

hen  undoubtedly  refers  to  the  liberality  of  ty*  whereby  perfons  are  inclined  to  relieve 
the A1 « ;  and  with  the  Jitc<eftren«  their  fellow^reatures  in  diftrefs:  Acrord- 
fc  b  afterwards  in  this  chapter  rendered  s  ingly,  at  the  clofe  of  the  apoAJt’s  d’fcuurfe 
pf(f  Tfr.  4-  and  at  other  times  gractt  vcr.  rf,  on  this  point,  chap.  ix.  14-  /peaking  of  the 
y,  ip*  This  bcttig  called  the  grtet  of  Ged,  like  chanty  of  the  Ctrint  titans  t  he  till*  it  fie 
by  s  mrtenjaift  which  puts  the  caufe  for  the  grate  of  CoJ ia  /hem;  and  as  what  is  here 
cJTc&t  to  toe  very  entrance  op  rhU  Jubjcft,  rendered  btjtorwcd  cn  fit  ebutebes,  piojHi  ly 
feetn*  to bt. with  adcftgn  to  lead  car  thoughts  fignifits  $tvc*  in,  or  ij  the  ebartbe. 1, 
both  hpfe,  ■  and  ad  along  afterwards^  to  the  tr  muXinzie}  it  may  intinnu  thu 
free  r  or  grace  of  Cod,  as  the  fpHftg  this  dfeft  of  the  grace  of  God  was  «t .-tight 
Jind  ewtfc  of  the  liberality  iUHf,  and  of  that  in  the  Masedneta »r,  and  was  his  gift  by  t  jc:n 
ChiiAbn  price  of  lore,  which  was  its  prifl-  to  rlie  poor  faints  at  Jerafatcm  1  tit  p*:r> 
*»plc  ia  the  Macrdeewn  churches,  add  di*  pbnfe  b  therefore' fordted  to  admit  of  U.1U, 


Ch.  viii.  Tht fecortd EpiJUe  to  the  Corinthians  parapbrafed.  1 77 


tk>bun<t 

dani'c  uf  their  joy 

end  their  poverty 

abounded  omo 
the  riches  of 
ihvir  liberality* 


3  For  to  /idr 

power,  (1  bear 
vaord,)  yea, 
md  beyond  their 
pwr,  fb<j  vert 

wi  fling  of  them* 
klm; 


faith  and  patience;  the  greatnefs  of  their  joy  in  the  Ho* 
ly  Ghoft,  (r  Thejf*  i,  6,)  and  the  exceeding  (Iraitoefs  of 
their  own  worldly  circumftances  have  concurred,  with 
rich  advantage  to  the  producing  of  a  noble  generality  in 
them;  their  joy  exciting  them  to  it*  and  their  own  po¬ 
verty  putting  fuch  a  luitre  upon  it  *,  as  may  tvdl  pro¬ 
voke  others*  of  greater  wealth*  to  be  Hill  more  abun¬ 
dantly  liberal, 

3  For*  as  1  can  witnefe  for  them*  and  now  mentioh 
it  to  their  honour*  they  voluntarily,  and  out  of  choice* 
went  into  this  generous  and  compafTionate  bcnevolrncr* 
to  the  utmoft  of  their  ability;  yea,  fo  heartily  zealous 
and  earned  were  they  in  it*  that  they  even  did  more  than 
they  could  well  fpare,  from  the  fpontaneous  motion  of 
tbeir  own  liberal  fouls,  under  divine  influence* 


4  Praying  us 
with  much  intrea* 

tj  that  we  would 
receive  the  £ifr, 
ml  fair  u pis  ut 

(im  fdlovlbip  of 
the  miniflriDg  to 
(he  kirns. 


5  And  jhisflxy 

fcd,  not  as  we 
hoped,  but  firft 
gave  ibdr  own* 

JcItcs 


4  So  far  were  they  from  needing  to  be  piffled  to  it, 
that,  of  their  own  accord,  they  de fired  me  and  others  of 
my  fellow  fervants*  with  great  importunity,  to  take  [heir 
free-will  offering*  which  the  grace  of  God  had  excited 
them  to,  under  our  care;  and  to  give  ourfelves  the 
trouble  of  performing*  what  is  indeed  properly  the  office 
of  Deacons  f,  by  conveying  and  diftriburing  their  boun¬ 
ty,  in  token  of  our  fellowship  with  them,  and  of  the 
communion  which  they  had*  and  de  fired  to  have*  with 
the  poor  afflifted  chriftians  of  Judea ,  whom  they  efteem 
as  fan&ificd  in  Chrift  Jcfus*  and  holy  in  refeitiblutice  of 
him, 

5  And  this  they  did  with  a  freedom*  chearfulnefr,  and 
generality,  not  hardy  anfwerable  to  the  higheft  hopes* 
that  we  could  have  from  them,  confidenng  the  fcanti- 
nefs  of  their  circumflances;  but,  overand  above  all  this, 
to  (hew  that  they  a£ted  herein,  upon  truly  religious  prin¬ 
ciples*  they  firft  of  all*  even  before  they  put  their  con- 
tubutions  into  our  hand**,  jointly  lurrendercd  up  ami 
devoted  their ownielves*  as  a  church*  with  all  that  they 


are  and  have,  in  a  foJemn  manner  to  the  honour  and 
fervice*  influence,  government*  and  rtifpofal  of  tlu1  Lord 

N  o  T  s,  Jefus 


*  The  jpoftte’s  ETttati0njngtheMatfi&frijr;, 
poverty*  lo  cnhaofe  their  liberality,  i*  wy 
litimifub  and  carries  agented  wifinuattoat^ 
the  OsriatiitaHh  that  they,  who  to  much  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  in  rich**,  (f«  the 

note  on  i  Qnt.  iv.  8.)  cit&bt  to  catered  them, 
ilfo  in  bounty* 

t  As  it  is  well  known  thatthc  deiooi>**of- 
fice  fakes  its  name  from  the  word*, 
{f  aisn*  and  hnoru)  thwart  ufed  hire, 
and  in  ver-  and  are  rendered  vtinijtr  »y 

end  rfmsifitf  ;  and  as  the  frxvite  which  the 
jprllk  in  all  thefe  places  fpnk*  of,  properly 
hriong*  to  thet  oficr,  I  hive  kept  this  view 
VoulV- 


of  the carprrflion',  where  they  occur  in  the 
prefent  tiifcouHe,  to  fiitw  (fat  ilmu^li  cta- 
com  were  chofen*  (Art*  vk)  to  use  cart  of 
the  poor  Chrifliansj  yet  as  that  work  uri^i- 
nhJ'Y  belonged  to  the  npoilSes.  it  was  not,  by 
the  in  (Liu; rion  of  *  pt collar  oflic;  t*Ad  theur 
in  it,  10  alienated  fiontthcm,  but  that  th^y 
had  ftill  a  right  10  aft  in  it,  appor* unity 
offered,  and  Lhrtr  principal  employmeflt 
would  pcimii.  The  fitnc  may  alib  It  fbul 
of  the  ordinary  pallors  of  churches.  See  Dr 
Ow£n*i  true  nature  of  o  gofpcl  church,  jsa't 
H.  p-P.  ik-i 


R 
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frlvcs  to  rh  c  Lord 
and  unto  us  hy 
the  u.  ill  of  <j<hI  : 


6  Trtfomneh 
that  wc  flcfircd 
Tirus,  that  as  he 
liad  lb  he 

would  alio  fiuilb 
in  y^u  the  £amc 
vrace  bIXq* 


7  Therefore  as 
yc  abound  in  eve¬ 
ry  thins,  in  faith 
in  utterance,  and 
knowledge,  and 
in  all  di  tiger  :ccT 
and  in  your  lovt 
to  us  ;  fit  Umr  ye 
abound  In  this 
alio* 


Jcfus,  as  their  head,  Saviour,  and  King}  and  then, 
God  directing  and  moving  them  to  ir  by  his  Spirit,  they 
with  one  confenr committed  tbemfelres  to  us,  as  his  mi- 
niftting  fervants,  to  conduct  them  and  ati  their  affairs, 
according  to  his  holy  will,  as  revealed  in  his  world,  and 
notified  by  the  openings  of  his  providence. 

6.  This  excellent  fpirit,  which  appeared  in  them, 
moved  us  to  entreat  our  brother  Titus,  that  as,  when 
he  laft  vifited  yon,  he  was  fo  very  acceptable  10  you, 
and  had  begun  to  ftir  you  up  to  the  exercifc  of  this 
Chriftian  grace  0/  liberality.  In  making  collections  for 
the  fame  charitable  nfej  fo  he  would  undertake  the  bu- 
finefs  of  coming  to  you  again,  to  counfel,  adiuonifh, 
and  encourage  you  to  go  on  with  this  good  work,  till 
it  be  completed  among  you,  as  far  as  you  puipofe,  and 
arc  able  to  contribute  towards  it. 

7.  But  as  *  many  of  you  are  remarkably  eminent  in 
every  other  gift,  as  for  infiance,  in  the  faith  of  Chrift, 
which  is  fundamental  to  all  the  reft,  in  eloquence  cf 
fpeech,  and  in  underloading  the  myfterica  of  the  go- 
(pel,  (1  Cor,  i.  5,  7.}  and  in  all  ftndious  endeavours  to 
promote  its  inteiefts,  and  the  purity  of  yourown  church 
(Chap,  vii,  1 1.)  and  particularly  in  your  love  to  us,  the 
mtnlfiers  cf  Chrift,  which  yc  have  given  feme  Ggnat 
teiti monies  of  already  ;  {Chap.  vii.  13.-16.)  fo  I  only 
in  treat  that  ye  would  aft  like  yourfelves,  and  like  per- 
fons  thus  highly  favoured  of  the  Lord,  with  proportion¬ 
able  aboundings  in  this  grace  of  Chriftian  benevolence 
alio. 


8  1  fpcak  not 

w  command¬ 
ment,  but  by  oc- 
cafioii  of  the  for- 
wardnefs  of  o- 
ther*.  and  to 
prove  the  iiiiccn* 
ty  of  your  love. 


3*  I  don*tj  in  this  cafe,  lay  any  abfolute  command 
upon  you  by  my  apoftolic  authority  ;  nor  do  I  impofe 
any  certain  fum  to  be  raifed  among  you ;  no,  I  much 
rather  choofe  that  it  fhotrfd  be  a  free-will  offering*  a? 
God  may  incline  your  hearts  to  it,  in  proportion  to 
your  own  circumftances  x  but  I  thought  proper  ro  take 
an  occafion  of  recommending  this  noble  duty  to  you, 
from  the  great  readinefs,  that  other  ChriAians  and 
churches  have  fliewo  to  it,  of  their  own  accord,  ( ver . 
3,)  that  ye  might  not  come  behind  them  in  this,  any 
more  than  in  other  f  pi  ritual  attainments;  and  that  by 
this  fruit  1  might  further  try,  prove,  and  know  the  ge- 
nuineoefs  of  your  profeffed  aTFc&ioa  to  me,  and  of  youi 

love 


NOTE. 

*  I  know  not  Jiow  the  particles  foroething  meft  be  fiipplicd  to  complex 

mew- A  which  properly  ligoi/y  but  fis9  come  icutcfcce,  af  it  lies  in  Inc  Gtctky  what  I  f-av* 
Co  he  here  trardljicd  fbertfire  which  U  a  fubftiiuted  in  Acid  of  fit^  toward  the  cV'fc  .»i 
very  rare  lonflrutfion,  and,  in  lie  ad  of  bo  the  wie,  itxou  to  kc*p  the  finrit  of  tfr 
frig  neoefiin  y,  fbcnis  to  obfcurc  rise  conncc-  argument  with  mucii  ywiUf  light  ami  p*r 
-  twn,  and  to  link  the  bounty  of  the  admirable  fpicuity,  and  to  bring  in  the  next  vent  vr'n 
Ir.iiiuaiion  conUincd  jp  this  verje;  and  os  greater  Jecce  of  eloquence. 
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9  For  ye  know 
the  grace  of  oar 

Jjflrd  jefiis  Chrift 
that  though  he 
wif  rich,  yet  for 
vtfisr  lake*  he  be¬ 


rime  poor,  that 
ye  through  hi*  po¬ 
verty  might  be 

rich. 


to  And  herein 
I  give  Tnj  adricc 
for  this  1$  expedi¬ 
ent  for  you*  who 
have  begun  be¬ 
fore,  not  only  to 
do,  hut  alfo  to  Le 
fominl  *  year  a* 

r- 


love  to  Chrift  himfdf,  and  to  the  faints  for  his  fake*  in 
imitation  of*. and  return  for*  his  match] tf&,  exemplary 
and  endearing  love  to  you, 

9-  For  yc  cannot  be  utter  Grangers  to*  and  I  trufl 
yi  experimentally  know*  and  ferioufly  reflect  upon* 
furprifing  greamefs  of  the  free  favour*  love*  and  boun¬ 
ty  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift*  who  though* 
as  the  eternal  Son  of  God*  he  was  originally  pollcCIcd 
of  all  the  riches*  glory  and  hleflednefs  of  the  Dricy* 
( Rom  ix.  5,  and  CoL  ii,  y*}  and  as  the  former  of  the 
world*  by  •whom^  and  for  vsbomf  all  things  •were  created^ 
(Chi.  i*  i6+)  he  was  the  rightful  Lord  and  proprietor  of 
ail  the  riches  of  the  univerfe;  and  though*  in  his  of¬ 
fice  capacity*  he  was  the  appointed  heir  of  all  things  } 
{Heb,  i.  2*)  yet*  in  his  tender  companion  to  you*  for 
your  filtration*  he  aflumed  human  nature,  and  in  that 
nature  veiled  his  glory*  and  diverted  himfelf*  as  it  were* 
of  all  his  riches*  with  refpect  to  his  own  tife  of  them  \ 
and  fubmitted,  in  the  form^of  a  fervanr*  to  the  deepeft 
poverty,  amongrt  all  his  other  fuffe rings  unto  death  ; 
info  much  that  in  his  birth t  he  came  of  poor  and  mean 
parentage*  was  brought  forth  in  a  liable*  iv raft  in 
fwadiing clothes ,  and  laid  in  ft  manger  \  {Luke  n.  7.}  and 
in  his  lift)  though  the  foxes  (save  holes ,  and  the  birds  of 
the  dr  have  nejls  5,  ye  he  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head: 
(Marth,  viii.  20.)  the  Lord  of  glory  thus  humbled* 
emptied*  and  denied  himfdf,  to  the  end*  that,  on  ac¬ 
count*  and  by  means  of  his  extreme  and  voluntary  po¬ 
verty,  ye  might  be  enriched  with  all  the  bldlings  of 
grace  and  glory*  and  with  as  many  of  the  good  thing? 
of  this  life*  23  ye  enjoy*  or  as  he  fees  to  be  beft  for  you* 
Surely  then  ye  ought  to  be  con  (trained  by  this  wonder¬ 
ful  love  of  Chrift,  and  to  be  influenced  by  fuch  a  link¬ 
ing  example  of  bounty  aifd  goodnefs,  to  fp-are  what  ye 
can  out  of  your  temporal  poifeliions  for  the  comfort  of 
your  poor  brethren*  for  whom  he  willingly  condefcentl- 
ed  to  undergo  all  this*  as  well  as  for  you. 

10  And  as  your  own  honour  and  advantage*  as  well 
as  duty,  are  nearly  concerned  in  this  all  air*  I  would 
ad  rife  you  to  finilh  it  out  of  hand  :  For  this  is  in  a  fpe- 
cial  manner  fit  and  becoming,  proper  and  ufefulior 
youj  and  will  fhew  that  ye  are  rather  examples  to  o- 
tbers  herein*  than  they  to  you*  {chap,  ix.  a«)  who*  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  directions*  when  I  wrote  to  you  la  ft,  {t 
Cor,  xvi.  2,)  fet  on  foot  collections  of  this  fort,  and  be¬ 
gan  not  only  to  lay  by  fomething  in  (tore  for  them,  hue 
atfo  to  difeover  the  greatcit  ivillingnefs,  like  pcrfbns  in 
good  earned  to  engage  in  them*  about  a  year  /go  ;  it 

A  2  bcin  g 


z6o  The  feeoni  Epiftle  to  the  Corinthian  fparaphrafed.  Ch.  viii. 


being  fo  long  Gncc  I  recommended  this  fcrvice,  And  yc 
chearfuliy  contented  to  it* 

u  N^rtcrc-  ii  Now  therefore  let  me  intreat  you  to  aft  up  to 
fore  perform  iht  ch araft cr*  and  confumtnate  what  ye  then  lb  well  began* 
doing  of  it ;  t(ut  as  at  tj,at  time,  yc  difcovered  great  freedom  and 

EaiSdiMwii  alacrity  of  mind  for  k%  fo  the  like  pieafing  readmefs 
to  there  may  he  may  now  be  fhewn,  in  collc&ing  together  into  one  com* 

•  performance  »1*  mon  flock,  what  ye  have  laid  by,  from  week  to  week, 

ShithVuhaS.**  for  th.it  purpofc,  according  to  your  refpe&ive  abilities, 

as  God  has  pro/pered  you  ;  that  there  may  be  no  gather *■ 

ings  ivhtti  I  coins*  (i  Cor*  xvL  a*} 

i  a  For  if*  as  has  happily  appeared  in  you*  there  be 

ifam  be  firft  a  before  hand  a  ch  earful  and  determinate  propensity  of 
willing  mind,  it  mind  to  charitable  afls ;  and  fineere  contrivances  and 
U  accepted  ae-  cn(jcaVours,  that  ye  may  have  wherewith  to  dillrihute 

m«>  "Lth,'  *ltti  out  of  your  temporal  fubftance,  to  the  glory  of  God, 
not  according  to  and  the  necelTities  of  his  poor;  it  is  acceptable,  not  on- 
iKat  he  huh  not.  j„  ^  churches,  and  to  me,  but,  which  is  beft  of 

ail,  toChoft,  himfelf,  when  it  is  done  in  proportion 
to  a  man’s  own  circumftances,  be  they  larger,  or  (trail¬ 
er,  tike  the  poor  widow’s  who  caft  two  mites  into  the 


13  For  I  mt&n 
*ot  (hat  oilier 
men  he  cufcd  and 
you  burdened* 


treafury ;  (Luke  xxi.  2,  3.)  and  not  with  vain  glorious 
prodigality,  or  inconhdcrate  profufenefs,  that  would  be 
mamfdliy  injurious  to  ones  felf  and  family,  and  efpe- 
c tally  that  would  be  a  giving  of  other  peoples  property, 
and  running  fo  far  in  debt,  as  to  have  no  reafonable  pro* 
fpe&s  of  ever  being  able  to  discharge  it. 

13  For  nothing  is  farther  from  my  intention,  than  to 
defire  that  other  Chadians,  who  are  now  in  want 
ihould  be  enriched,  or  railed  above  the  low  rank,  in 
which  providence  has  placed  them,  by  the  abundance 
of  your  alms,  and  that  at  the  fame  time  ye  yourfelves 
ihould  be  overloaded,  and  fo  reduced  and  impoverifhed 
by  an  excefs  in  your  exhibitions  to  them ;  nor  do  1  mean 


that  the  whole  weight  of  fupplying  tbe  exigencies  of 
the  poor  faints  ihould  lie  upon  you,  and  that  other 
churches,  who  are  capable  of  affifting,  ihould  be  excuf* 
cd  from  it. 


1 4  But  by  an 

equality  that  now 

at  this  time  your 

»bun- 


1 4  But  what  I  atm  at  is,  that  there  may  be  a  proper 
proportion  in  your  and  their  didrihutions  to  them  that 
are  in  want,  even  fuch  as  is  equal  and  fit  for  you  feve- 
rally  to  give,  and  for  tbe  poor  to  receive  *,  that  by  this 


NOTE. 


means 


*  Ry  ,in  equity y  as  ic  is  explained  in  the  tbe  preceding  verics,  thete  may  poflibly  be 
Ja*Ur  part  of  fhU,  and  in  the  next  verfe,  u  feme  reference  lu  an  equality  of  proportion 
riven  rly  meant,  not  h  IcvcUhif  fcfiemc,  lwtween  rhe  contributory  themfeivt^,  in  their 
ulueS  takes  away  perional  property,  but  an  giving  according  to  their  refpe£Uvf:  ciroin- 
equality  i*ri ih  refpefr  to  cite  decree*  of  the  trances ;  and  therefore  I  tu\c  gtauccU  at  that 

and  the  warns  of  the  poor ;  iaterpretajon  alio* 

And  yc;  cftQjidcricg  it  jji  eaniieftioti  with 
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abundance  wmj  bt 
m  J&ppij  for  their 
viDi,  that  ihtir 

abundance  alia 
may  be  a  /sflp/j 
for  your  *ant, 
that  there  may  be 
equality ; 


tf  -V-  »+ 

T,  ■ 

!  ■in' 

H  1  b  -L-  F  J  1  r  I  1  .  jlfr 

fc.T 


«  fo-*-  ■’ 


-  ■■  fr*  a.± 

>  J-  ij-*- 

tt,  e;+T.i  hr  r'r\t% 

•  1  ,  J  L 


■k  ■  ■  h+  v 


z.  i'j  r.a  I '' i'. 


16  But  thinVi 
If  to  God,  which 
put  the  fame  at- 
ndl  care  into  the 
heart  of  That 
for  von. 

iy  >'or  indeed 
he  accepted  the 
exWtatjoti,  hut 
ht;ng  more  tor- 
fcird,  of  hiaown 

accon! 


means,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  things,  your  afflu* 
enpe  may  afford  a  fuitable  and  foificient  fnpply  to  their 
necefimes  :  And  this  I  defire  of  you  now,  in  hope  that 
if  ever  the  providence  of  God  fhouki  change  hands,  as 
it  often  does  in  the  viciffitudes  of  this  uncertain  world 
by  raifing  them  up*  and  carting  you  down,  he  will  alio 
incline  their  hearts  to  return  the  favour,  in  due  feufon, 
when  out  of  their  greater  abundance  they  may  mi- 
uifter  a  proper  relief  to  your  wants;  that  fo  upon  the 
whole,  there  may  be  an  equality  in  beneficence  on  both 
iidesj  and  ye  and  they  may  be  equally  beholden  to  th< 
brotherly  love  and  bounty  one  of  another,  and  all  may 
be  U  "i!  orovided  For,  in  their  Turns,  according  to  their 
refpectivc  occafions,  as  the  Ifraclitcs  were  in  the  wil* 
dernefs,  by  the  wife  and  kind  difpofal  of  an  immediate 
providence,  for  our  inftruftion  and  imitation* 

t  y  As  it  is  divinely  recorded  ( Exod .  xvl-  iS*)  con* 
ccmin^  toe  manna,  which  God  gave  them,  in  a  mira¬ 
culous  way, “for  thtir  fubfift*nc:r,  he  that  gathered  much 
had  nothing  «wr,  and  he  that  gathered  little  had  no  lack 
the  furplus  of  each  performs  gatherings  being  applied  to 
the  ufe  of  thofe,  who,  through  infirmity  or  age,  could 
not  gather  an  homer  full  for  themfeives,  whicS  w^s  the 
preferibert  meafure  for  every  Angle  perlon;  fo  that  there 
was  neither  fuperfluity,  nor  wan  r,  to  either  of  them; 
but  all  were  fufficiendy  fupplted  according  ro  their  ex¬ 
igencies  :  In  like  manner,  they  that  have  more  of  this 
worlds  goods,  than  they  really  need  for  themfelves  and 
their  families,  fhould  be  ready  to  diflribute  to  their  poor 
brethren,  and  not  fuffer  them  to  lack  neceflary  food,  as 
remembring  that  God  gives  them  their  larger  (tores  for 
this  very  purpofe ;  and  that  the  hap  pine  fa  of  a  man's 
life  con  lifts  not  in  the  abundance  ot  the  things,  which 
be  pofleffes.  (Lake,  xii*  15*) 

16  And  (*)  hlefled  be  God,  that  he  has  infpiredour 
beloved  brother  Titus  with  the  fame  fervent  dell  re  and 
diligent  concern,  as  I  mylelf  had,  to  engage  you  in  this 
excellent  and  important  Service,  for  your  own  fakes,  as 
well  as  theirs  that  may  be  relieved  by  it* 

17  For  truly  in  his  abundant  auction  ro  you,  and 
confidence  of  his  intcrefi  in  your  lore  :  in  his  earned!; 
defire  that  he  might  {hare  in  the  honour  of  thU  vice, 
and  in  his  great  zeal  for  the  common  caufe  of  Chritt, 
and  compafiion  for  the  poor  faints,  he  not  only  fall  i;i 
at  once  with  the  very  firft  motion,  that  was  made  to 

him  to  go,  and  excite  you  to  the  finifhing  of  thrj  chj* 
rity  ;  ( ver .  6.)  but  heing  n-ore  eager  for  it  tvf  himfelf, 

than  to  need  any  exhortations  to  it,  he  oi  hfa  own  free 

choice 
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acrord  he  uent 
you. 

18  AriJ  ’Jff  IutT 
fc:ii  'Atrii  him  the 
iiT'-Jl-T  vhojc 
pr  I &  is  in  %Lc 
Lfrroufch- 
rnf  alUhechurch* 

ti; 


Tp  (And  rot 
on l\ f  but  who 
was  alio  cho&it  of 
the  churches  to 
travel  with  us 
vith  this  grace 

uiiich  is  adimiii- 

(bed  by  us  t£>  *hc 
giory  of  the  lime 

£*oic\,  and  4-kcAf- 
raiiwof'*  urrta- 

■  w 

ily  miud :) 


io  ATeidifTic 
this,  that  no  man 
/hmiid  blame  us 
io  i  his  abundance 
urfcith  is  ad  mini - 
rued  by  us : 


*  t  Providing 
foi  hoveft  things, 
ro-  *'nly  in  the 
li^ht  of  L  ie  Lord, 
hi i  alio  in  the 
f>£hl  of  men. 


choice*,  (avwHjwrofj  under  divine  influence,  ( ver *  1 6.) 
{a  out  upon  this  errand  to  you, 

jS  TVe,  who  are  concerned  in  this  affair,  have  alfo 
fent  with  him,  upon  the  fame  bu  finds*  another  emi¬ 
nent  brother  +,  who  is  well  known,  and  has  obtained 
great  reputation,  in  all  the  churches,  that  have  feeti  or 
heard  of  him,  for  his  light  in  the.gofpel,  for  his  hear¬ 
ty  attachment  to  it;  and  for  his  faithiulnds, judgment, 
and  zeal'in  preaching,  and  promoting  it,  by  all  pofli- 
blc  means :  ^ 

ly  And  who  is  not  only  efteemed  and  honoured  at 
a  high  rare,  wherever  becomes  ;  but  was  likewife  cho- 
fen  by  the  common  fuflYage  of  the  churches,  that  had 
made  eolleclioris  on  this  occafion,  which  they  tdlified 
according  to  their  known  cuftom,  by  the  lifting  up  of 
their  hands  ;  (ftf^erwrSwj  he  was  I  fay,  in  this  manner 
cbofen,  by  them,  to  accompany  us  to  Jerufaltm  with 
their  free  gift,  which  the  grace  of  God  ftirred  them  up 
to,  and  which  is  to  be  diftitbuted  by  us,  who  are  wil¬ 
ling  to  perform  the  office  of  deacons  therein  for  a  time, 
(See  the  note  on  ver  4,)  to  the  honour  of  one  and  the 
lame  Lord  Jefus,  both  theirs,  yours,  and  ours  5  and  to 
the  giving  you  an  opportunity  of  fhewjng  your  readi* 
nefs  of  mind  to  concur  with  them  in  that  defign,  as 
fuppofing  that  we  fhould  be  equally  acceptable  to  you* 

20  Our  defire  of  having  other  reputable  fervants  of 
Chrift  joined  with  us  in  this  office  is,  that  we  might  be 
freed  from  all  fufpicion  of  fraud,  or  partiality,  in  the 
difpofal  of  fo  large  a  charity;  and  might  avoid  the  ill 
natured  cenfures  of  our  adveifaries,  as  though  we  would 
embezzle,  or  mifapply  any  part  of  this  liberal  fund 
which  is  now  put  into  our  hands,  in  order  to  *t3s  being 
duly  diftributed  by  us, 

21  In  this  method  of  proceeding,  we  have  taken  alt 
imaginable  care  to  execute  this  great  truft,  in  fuch  an 
honourable  and  difimerefted  manner,  as  may  approve 
itfdf,  not  only  to  God,  who  knows  our  hearts,  and 
whofe  eye  is  upon  ail  our  ways;  but  like  wife  to  the 
conferences  of  all  mankind,  whether  friends  or  ene¬ 
mies,  that  fliall  fee  and  obferve  our  condu£t  in  it* 

22  And 


MOT 


* 

T:f  <  i 

is  berc  fa:  J  torfoof  /Vt  ttmt 

<  ‘ 

r.\  fli»pl  U  1; 

JUl  t\> 

finfhss-s 

Hs  h tert) 

YCT. 

j£*;  wbic'i 

slut  tbowtv 

i:f  frO(l*S 

V,  -i|‘ 

kiii-  upon, 

a  11*1 

citLe?  r.t: 

a  raan's 

b.O: 

fn  iur 

uuy 

irrftvtjie- 

t  upon  me  l 

^  _ 

1L1 ; 1 y 

t>f  hts  will  liiM  ii  ja. 

riser 

111  '*r;7ben? 

u 

1 1:: vs  it. 

t  *s  J'n:  iw  :$  it  oi  ar-  :m- 

por-artcf  for  i:s  n  kr-cw  vlso  ihls,  and  the 


E  3* 

other  brother  mentioned,  ver.  »*  were; 
whether  BarHabtrSi  & /*r,  Marit  Af-vlkt,. 

EpCK£*ny  SvjlctutSy  or  Lniet  a*  bashtfft  vj. 
roufly  conjectured :  The  church  at  f XrL\& 
couUt  he  at  no  lo/s  about  it;  bat*  whoc\vi 
they  were,  they  feen*  to  bare  been 
becanis  it  \$  herejaidcf  011c  of  them,  that 
Hx  h  ht  tbf  *  ami  boili  *Ti.  u  d 

£i>  be  U*r  £*&y  fJ  bf-  vcrt  13* 
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11  And  wc 
hive  it nt  with 
\hcm  tnrr  brother, 
whum  tve  have 
proved  diligent  in 
frany  things,  but 
nnx  much  more 
dilator,  «po»  the 
grrat  confidence 
which  /  have  in 

fOU, 


13  Whether 
r-?r  do  nf 

Ti*or,  bt  is  my 
p^iiscr,  and  fch 
Juw-hrlprr  con  - 
r^ni'tg  ywi  or 

oor  hreihrr  L  be 
trifvrtti  tlry 

^fthcDKltaiiffTS 
i>F  lJur  rhi./cnes, 

e*u  the  'ricry  of 

Chriit 


14  When 'fore 
fhzw  yt  to  trrm, 
and  before  the 

churches  ,  the 
pro- if  of  your 
Sovs*  arid  of  our 
holding  on  your 
b  tii  ill. 


22  And  as  in  the  meuth  of  t  wo  or  at  moft  three  ivi/* 
neffes*  every  word  is  ettabljihcd,  {RLztth.  xviii*  itf.)  we 
have  font  to  you,  along  with  the  alx-venicn:iuned,  (fee 
the  note  on  ver*  r8,)  a  third  excellent  brother,  who  has 
often  been  tried  ami  proved  to  be  very  aftive  and  indu- 
ftrious,  as  wdl  as  faithful  in  his  lnniing/ii'scnt  of  fcve- 
raJ  other  affairs,  that  have  been  committed  to  him';  but 
in  this  cafe,  is  animated  to  more  than  ordinary  diligence 
upon  the  recommendation  he  has  heard  me  give  of  you 
as  a  church  of  Chrift,  in  whom  I  have  the  greateft  fa* 
ti&facUon,  that  ye  will  nor  be  behind  hand  with  other 
churches*,  but  will  cheerfully  receive,  and  attend  to 
what  he  may  fay,  in  conjunction  whh  his  other  brethren 
to  excite  your  liberality  in  perfeding  this  free-will  of* 
faring* 

23  As  to  the  characters  of  all  tbefe  perfons,  if  any 
that  are  Grangers  to  them,  or  would  invidioufiy  carp  at 
otie  or  another  of  them*  (hould  enquire  after  them,  or 
raifi  any  difpute  about  them  ;  fat  fuch  know  that,  as 
to  Titus  he  is  my  aflbeiate  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry 
and  my  fellow-labourer  in  tbofe  things,  that  relate 
to  your  afliftance,  comfort,  and  edification:  Or  if  any 
qucftion  be  atked  about  the  two  other  of  our  brethren, 
that  are  fent  with  him  ;  it  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that  they 
arc  approved  meflengcra  of  the  JMsccrioaian  churches 
who  hare  deputed  them  to  tranfack  this  affair,  as  per- 
fons  every  way  qualified  for  it;  and  they  are  Chriflians 
and  minifters,  (fee  the  note  on  ver.  18.)  that  have  be¬ 
haved  themfelves  in  a  manner,  which  has  already 
brought  great  honour  to  the  name  of  Co  rift,  and  are 
inilruments  of  promoting  bis  glory,  who  has  made  them 
faithful  to  himfelf, 

24  Therefore  ye  need  make  no  difficulty  of  receiv¬ 
ing  them,  with  the  greateft  aiTeftion,  rtfpeft,  and  con¬ 
fidence  ;  and  I  befeceh  you  to  do  it  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  (hall  give  to  them,  and  to  the  churches  that  have 
Tent  them,  an  evident  demonftration  of  the  fincerity  of 
your  love  (vrr-  8,)  to  Chrift,  to  them,  to  me,  and  to 
the  poor  faints  at  JerufaU jot,  for  his  fake;  and  as  (hall 
(hew  fhanhe  great  things  I  have  fold  of  you,  and  my 
glorying  in  you,  as  a  generous,  faithful,  and  affec¬ 
tionate  people,  is  not  a  vain  boa  ft,  bur  exactly  accord¬ 
ing  to  truth* 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

What  an  excellent  grace  is  Chviflian  benevolence,  hi  t!v  poor,  and 

especially  fuch  as  are  of  the  houfli.old  of  faith  !  U  ?*  v,Tom:iit  in  us  by  the  p*wtr 
cf  tii vine  pmcc  ;  it  proves  the  finccrily  of  ocr  l*>vc  to  Civ." ft,  and  u»  h!&  mer.:* 

ben  fur  his  Jake  ;  it  U  flrunj;ly  tecum  me  tided  by  the  uMviiicU  t:\;cc  e*  uitr 

Luid, 
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Lord  Jcfiis,  who,  though  he  was  rich,  for  our  fakes  became  poor,  that  we  thro1 
his  poverty  might  be  made  rich  ;  and  it  turns  to  the  fpiritua]  account  of  thepioJf 

tbtmltkcs,  who  may  ilkcwife  hope  that*  if  ever  they  Djou Id  be  re* 
ditccd,  f  jlxI  wili  incline  the  hearts  of  others  to  be  afiiftam  to  them,  in  a  return 
oF  tt;ua)  kimhielV  How  plcafant  is  it  to  fee  a  forwardness  in  this,  and  every 
other  gorfd  work,  while  fome  of  their  own  accord,  and  yet  under  divine  in¬ 
fluence,  fetan  example  of  it  toother  Chriftians,  according  to  fcheutmoft  of  their 
ability;  and  others  are  equally  rtJuly  to  encourage  it,  and  affift  in  fiuithing  it, 
according  to  the  pretfing  occa lions  that  call  for  it  J  A  little  that  is  given  in  love, 
and  with  a  wilting  mind,  by  thoie  that  are  in  ftrait  circumftaoces,  is  a  high  com- 
mauUCKjn  of  their  liberality;  and  yet,  ?sthe  proportion  of  alms-deeds  is  ac¬ 
cepted  according  to  wltal  a  man  has;  lb  fome  ought  not  to  be  unreasonably  bur¬ 
dened,  to  the  eating,  much  left  to  the  enriching  of  others ;  nor  ought  any  to 
give  what  is  noi  their  own  :  lint  ail  chant  v,  as  well  as  evt-ry  thing  elfc,  ought  to 
be  loaned  with  fuck  prudence  and  faithfulneft,  and  in  fueh  a  difinterefted  and 
honourable  way,  as  may  approve  itfclf  to  God,  as  done  in  his  fight,  and  even  to 
the  consciences  of  the  whoic  world  j  and  as  may  cut  off'  all  occafious  of  blame, 
or  even  of  fu^iicions  of  fraud,  partiality,  or  felfifh  defigns-  How  happy  is  it 
when  irJuiftcrv  and  private  Cfcri  titans  liehave  at  fuch  a  rate,  as  is  to  the  glory  of 
Chybl,  and  a*  iprrads  their  praifes  among  the  faints,  and  begets  a  mutual  affection 
to,  and  confidence  in  one  another!  What  a  beauty  U  there  in  the  order  of 
churches,  that  fiffi  give  their  owufelves  to  the  Lord  with  joint  confcnt,  and  then 
to  the  conduct  of  hi  ^  fervarts,  according  to  the  wifi  of  G^d  !  And  how  fwcct 
is  their  liarmony  aiut  communion,  when  the  mefiengers  of  fome  churches  arc 
well  recommended  to,  arul  arc  received,  with  refpeft  and  honour,  by  others  ! 


CHAP.  IX* 

The  apoflle  excitfes  his  fending  Titus,  and  the  two  other  brethren  that 
accompanied  him f  to  collect  their  aims,  notwithflanding  the  confidence 
he  had  in  their  own  readinefs  to  that  good  worit  i, — 5,  He  further 
encourages  them  by  fever  at  arguments  to  be  liberal  and  cheerful  in  if, 
6,-*- 14*  And  f&uts  up  his  dtfcourfe%  on  this  head)  with  a  thankf- 
giving  to  God  for  hi s  unffeakabU  gift%  15. 


Tsxt. 

FOr,  .111  tooth¬ 
ing  tho  mini' 
flnui1  C<*  the 


iain%  it  1$  fu  pcr- 
Hu  alii  for  me  to 

■H 

wdtcio  you* 


a  Frr  1  kn:  w 

the  hn,'A,?r<{«rft 
ofy^Jr  rniu<l>  fnr 
which  1  hoa*t  of 

yea 


Paraphrase. 

T  Defire  nothing  more,  relating  to  your  propofed  be- 
-*■  nevolence,  than  that  ye  would  a£l  according  to  my 
juft  expectations  from  you  ( chap *  viih  24*)  for  as  to  your 
charitable  collection,  which  is  to  be  conveyed  and  dis¬ 
tributed  to  the  poor  faints  at  JerufaUm%  the  generofity, 
piety*  and  companion  of  your  temper  render  it  needlefs 
for  me  to  write  fo  many  things,  as  might  cafily  he  of* 
ftred  to  ft  ir  you  up  to  it  of  to  trouble  you  with  any 
other  letter  about  it. 

2  For  I  am  fully  fatisfied,  with  refpe£t  to  the  ftrong 
propenfions,  rdoluricns,  and  alacrity  of  your  own  minds, 
to  engage  in  this  excellent  fcrvice ;  on  account  of  which 

I  have 


N  o 

*  As  the  apr>!He  urge*  fcrcal 

to  tiiC  fu  ih-* 

i/cr,  0,  cfc*  hUi-tyi.ig,  li  J.iftrf  j- 


T 

cr/(  fir  mt  fc  mticta  ptfiSm*  it,  mvifl  h;  ua~ 
<lft  flood  in  fnmc  fbch  retirjh'.ttl  fenfrj  js 
given  in  the  pcMphi^fti 


yoi  to  them  of 
Macedonia*  that 
Atfaia  wu  ready 

3  year  ago ;  and 
pur  xcjt  hath 
pivoted  many. 


5  Yet  have  I 
tnT  the  brethren* 
k3  our  boa  ding 

ci'  you  Aiould  be 

in  vam  in  this  be¬ 
ta1!';  that,  u  I 
fad,  ye  may  be 
iw'lp 
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I  have  fpoke  of  you,  with  pie  a  fu  re  and  confidence,  to 
the  churches  of  Macedonia^  telling  them  that  the  chrif- 
tians  in  Achaia,  of  which  Corinth  is  a  principal  city, 
were  extremely  willing,  and  had  begun  to  make  their 
contributions,  for  the  ufe  of  thofc  poor  brethren,  the 
lad  year;  {chap.  viii.  10.)  and  the  fame  of  your  laudable 
and  fervent  zeal  herein,  has  ntifed  a  noble  ambition  in 
many  of  them,  that  heard  me  fpeak  of  it,  to  follow 
your  good  example. 

3  fiat  not  with  {landing  all  my  confidence  In  you,  I 
thought  proper  to  join  in  fending  Titus t  and  his  two 
companions  aforementioned  {chap.  viii.  iy,  18,  22.) 
not  from  any  remaining  fufpicion  of  you,  as  if  yc  would 
be  backward  to  finifh  what  ye  have  fo  well  begun ;  but 
that  our  glorying  in  you,  with  regard  to  this  particular 
point,  may  not  in  any  degree  be  made  void;  my  mcaj*> 
trig  is,  that  according  to  what  I  have  told  them,  (1 «r, 
2.)  and  have  now  fuggelied  to  you,  {chap-  viii.  i;.j  ye 
may  be  indeed  thoroughly  prepared  to  put  your  money, 
as  ready  gathered,  into  our  hands,  when  I  and  other 
meiTcngcrs  may  call  upon  you  for  ir. 

4  So  that  the  defign  of  fending  thefe  brethren  Is 
chiefly  to  acquaint  you  with  our  intended  journey  for 
this  purpofr;  left,  if  any  of  oar  Macedonian  friends  ac¬ 
company  me,  it  (hould  happen  that,  through  your  not 
knowing  when  to  expeft  us,  or  not  apprehending  the 
need  of  hafte,  they  fliould  find  that  the  wotk  is  ftill  de¬ 
pending,  and  not  compleatcd ;  and  left,  in  that  cafe,  t 
and  others  of  my  brethren  (hould  meet  with  a  disappoint¬ 
ment  of  our  hopes,  and  fo  be  confounded  before  them, 
on  account  of  the  honourable  things,  that  we  have  fa  id 
to  them,  with  the  utmoft  a tTu ranee  on  this  head,  con¬ 
cerning  you:  This  would  turn  greatly  to  our  reproach, 
not  to  fay  alfo  to  yours. 

5  1  therefore  judged  it  neceflary,  for  your  fakes,  as 

well  as  for  our  own  and  the  common  credit  of  chrifti- 
anicy,  to  intreat  the  above  mentioned  brethren,  that 
they  would  make  you  a  vtfit  beforehand,  to  let  you  know 
when  ye  may  look  for  os;  and  to  afltft  yon  in  difpatch- 
ing  every  thing,  that  may  he  requifite  for  getting  to¬ 
gether  the  whole  of  your  beneficence  which  maybe-cal¬ 
led  a  hUjfingi  as  it  is  by  the  bleifing  of  God, 

that  ye  are  enabled,  and  inclined  to  do  fo  much  good  to 
others;  as  he  wilt  continue  toblefs  you  in,  and  after  ir; 
and  as  his  poor  blefs  his  name,  fpeak  honourably  and 
aJTc£HonatcSy  of.  you,  and  implore  his  bleifing  upon 
you,  for  it;  The  defign,  I  fay,  of  thefe  brethren's  com¬ 
ing  is,  that  ye  receiving  previous  notice  by  them,  a- 

gainft 


4  Left  haply  if 

they  Macedo¬ 
nia  come  with 
mtr  and  find  you 
unprepared,  wo, 
(that  we  fay  no; 
you)  0 )«ald  be  a- 

ftumed  id  diis 

June  confident 


5  Therefore  1 

thought  it  ncttf- 
u>  exhort  the 

brethren ,  that 
they  would  go 
bsJort  unto  yen, 
Lid  make  up  be¬ 
forehand  your 
bounty,  whereof 

y* 


6  But  this  I  faji 

He  which  foweth 
fpaniigiy  (hall 
reap  a  Bo  fpartng- 
ly  :  and  he  which 
fowdh  bountiful¬ 
ly  (hall  reap  alfo 
bountifully* 
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Tchad  nonce  he*  gain  ft  what  time  this  bounty  of  yours  ftiould  be  ready 
n^bt^dy,  gathered,  ir  may  be  fot  before  we  come;  and  may 
as  rf  matter  f  thereby  evidently  appear  to  he,  as  I  make  no  doubt  but 
bounty,  and  not  jt  freely  given,  as  a  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the 

favour  of  God  to  yourfelves,  and  with  a  de/ire  of  being 
ble flings  to  others ;  and  that  it  is  not  extorted  from  you 
by  our  prefence  and  importunity,  as  chough  ye  were  i 
covetous  people,  loth  to  part  with  it* 

6  But  as  the  fum  to  be  raffed  among  you,  that 
mull  be  left  to  your  own  conference  and  diferetion  ;  only 
to  prevent  dilheartning  and  unbelieving  objections,  as 
though  what  ye  give  to  others  were  all  lofs  to  yourfelves, 
I  defire  you  to  remember,  that,  as  in  tbe  hufbandman’s 
calling  his  feed  into  the  earth,  he,  who  lows  with  a 
niggardly  fparing  hand,  can  expe£t  but  a  very  fmall  crop, 
when  he  comes  to  reap  it;  but  be  who  freely  fcatters  his 
feed  abroad,  may  hope,  by  the  bl  effing  of  God,  for  a 
plentiful  harvefl ;  So  to  tbe  n&erciful}  God  will  Jhew  him - 
felf  merciful;  (Pfal*  xviii*  2j*)  and,  in  the  ordinary  dif- 
petifations  of  providence,  be  will  proportion  his  bleifings 
to  the  ftrattnefs,  or  liberality  of  your  charitable  contri¬ 
butions  ;  info  much  that  there  is  that  fectters%  and  yet 
incrcafes  ;  and  there  is  that  withholds  more  than  is  mectf 
but  it  tends  to  poverty*  (Prov*  xu  24*) 

7  Let  every  one  ferioufly  confider  this;  and  then  let 
him  give  according  to  what  he  deliberately  thinks,  in  his 
own  heart  and  confcience,  is  fit  and  proper  for  one  in 
his  circunl (lances ;  and  let  him  do  it  with  a  free  and 
cheerful  fpirit,  and  not  with  rdu&ance  or  fecret  repin¬ 
ing,  like  one  that  grieves  at  what  he  pans  with  ;  nor  by 
constraint,  like  one  who,  through  fliamc,  or  over-pref- 
fing,  or  fomc  finifter  motive,  cannot  tell  bow  to  avoid 
it:  For  the  great  and  blciTed  God,  whofe  goodnefs  is 
bis  glory,  takes  pleafure  in  one  that  imitates  his  own 
free  bounty,  by  giving  with  an  open  heart  and  hand  ; 
that  draws  out  his  foul  to  the  hungry^  (Ifa,  Iviii.  10,)  and 
cheerfully  lays  hold  on  every  opportunity  of  making 
them  comfortable* 

8  And  the  all  fuflictent  God,  who  delights  in  mcr- 
cy,  is  undoubtedly  every  way  able  to  cauf-e  your  libera¬ 
lity,  as  well  as  every  other  grace  of  bisfpiri:  to  increafe 
abundantly  in  you,  to  the  end  that,  being  contented 
with  fuch  things  as  ye  have,  and  being  plentifully  Ap¬ 
plied  with  all  the  good  things,  that  pertain  to  life  and 
godlinefs,  ye  may  be  Hill  more  and  more  capable  of, 
and  heartily  engaged  in,  this  and  every  orher  good  work, 
to  which  he  calls  you;  And  yc  have  no  room  to  doubt 

bu: 


7  Every  min 
according  «  he 
ptirpalem  10  his 

heart,  fo  it 1  him 
yiw;  not  gmtJg- 
in^iyt  or  of  uc- 
cflTiry :  for  God 
lovetn  a  cheerful 

fiver* 


9  And  Ood  is 
ihle  to  make  all 
grace  aboto  ad  t*>- 
wards  ymi;  that 
ye  ikiys^  liav* 

ingall  iiifiicicncy 
in  all  things  may 
abound  to  every 
|o*d  work; 
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9  (As  it  U 
written,  He  hath 
difpcrftd  a  brad ; 
be  hath  given  lo 
the  poor;  his 
njhtvoufnt!^  re- 
imiseth  for  rtTi 


10  Now  he  that 

miuiftreth  Iced  to 
the  fower,  budi 
mi-lifter  bread  for 
ywir  food,  and 
multiply  yourfeed 
£>wna  and  in- 
crcafe  the  fruits 

of  your  rghte- 


XI  Bcide  en¬ 
riched  in  every 
fMi^roaU  bonn- 
fcfiimefs,  which 
cattkih 


but  that  he  will  do  it,  fince  fie  has  given  his  own  pro- 
rotfe  to  encourage  your  faith  herein  ; 

p  As  it  is  written  in  the  (acred  oracles,  concerning 
the  merciful  man,  (P/aL  csii.  9.)  he  has  featured  a* 
broad,  with  a  liberal  hand  out  of  his  worldly  fubftance, 
for  the  good  of  others  \  he  has  cheerfully  given  to  the 
relief  of  the  poor  and  needy,  which  may  be  cal¬ 
led  his  perjbnat  righteoufnefs,  becaufe  it  is  one  great 
part  of  moral  righteoufnefs,  and  becaufe  he  only  a£b, 
as  a  juft  and  faithful  fteward,  in  diftriburing  his  Lord’s 
goods  for  the  noble  purpofes,  for  which  he  entrufted 
them  with  him :  And  this  fort  of  righteoufaef**  per¬ 
petually  abides,  in  it’s  exereifey  as  God  will  continue 
to  difpofe  him  to  if,  and  make  him  capable  of  it ;  and  in 
its  happy/riHfr  and  effeth^  as  the  obje£ts  of  his  pity* 
will  receive  lading  benefit  by  it;  as  he  himfelf/6tf// rref 
be  forfaken  of  his  God,  or  of  good  men,  and  his  feed 
fbaltbc  bkjfed\  (Pfal*  xxivii.  25,  26,)  and  as  be  fhall 
be  had  in  honourable  remembrance  upon  earth,  and  for 
ever  in  heaven-  (PfaL  cxii*  6.) 

10  Now  my  heart’s  defire  and  prayer  of  faith  to  God 
is,  that  he,  whofe  blc fling  makes  rich,  and  who,  in 
the  world  of  nature,  not  only  provides  food  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  year,  but  gives  feed  to  the  hufbandman  for  fowing 
again ;  and  who,  in  the  moral  world,  gives  the  liberal 
man,  not  only  enough  for  a  fupply  of  his  own  wants, 
hut  alfn  ability  and  a  heart  to  do  good  in  diftributiona 
to  others  \  my  earned  and  believing  prayer,  I  fay,  for 
you,  my  generous  friends  and  brethren,  is,  tbat  he 
would  continue  to  feed  you  with  food  convenient  for 
you  *,  and  would  turn  what  ye  give  to  others  to  the  bell 
account,  and  even  reflore  it  an  hundered-fold  into  youf 
ownjbofoms,  both  as  to  fpirituals  and  temporals  *  and 
that  he  would  enable  you  to  abound  yet  more  and  more 
in  th  is,  and  every  other  fruit  of  right  eeufncf$7  which  is, 
bj  Jefus  Chrift ,  to  the  glory  and  praife  of  God :  (Phil*  L 
11,)  *  faithful  is  he  that  has  promifed,  who  alfo  will 
do  it* 

11  And  may  he  plentifully  bellow  upon  you  eveiy 

bleffing  of  this  world  and  a  better,  that  (hall  difpofe 
you  for,  and  make  you  capable  of  perfevering  and  en- 
creafing  in,  all  liberality,  with  rich  abundance, 

and  with  fimplidty  and  finglenefe  of  heart,  free  from 


N  o 

*  One  or  Htcpbaitas**  ertpifii*  and  the  C/rr- 
mutt  1  with  federal  others,  lead  khU 

rphixnd  inrmfc  in  teme*  and  1o 

p*aJtc  (hem  proimfctaf  udiRttfcd  will  t\t>, 
( V id*  Mi//*  N v v*  Td l . J  t  wl«> l 1; :r  *vc  Jo l- 


T 


low  thofc  readings  or  nor,  ip  apoftotic  pr»y* 
cr  may  be  cftniiiicrtd  as  containing  the  nature 
o!  npro'm!cT  ripe  dally  when  ftippoited  hr 
oiler  promiiej,  lcch  u  ate  found  In  the  p;c~ 
ctdh-g  context. 
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dJifeth  through 
Vf  thanksgiving 

Co 


ti  For  tii« 
minift  ration  of 
thi*  fervlcc  rot 

cmtyfiipptieth  the 
wart  of  thf  faints, 
but  is  abundant 
*l&>  Vy  many 
rtankfemiigs  un¬ 
to  God; 


t-}  (While*, by 

<ht  experiment 
of  this  mimftrt* 
trait,  they  glorify 
God  for  your  pro- 
fdfed  uibjcdion 
unto  the  gofpcf 
of  Chfift,  and 
for  your  liberal 
diHri!»ut»n  unto 
them,  and  unto 
ill  men :) 


if  And  by  thetr 
prayer  tor  you, 
which  Jong  after 
yon  for  the  ex¬ 
ceeding  grace  of 
God  m  you. 


1 1  Thanks  it 
unirt  God  for  his 
lufycaJublt  gift. 


any  finiftcr  views  according  to  what  appears  in  your 
good  beginnings  which  engage  many  fouls  in  great 
thankfulnefs  to  God  for  railing  up  fuch  inftrumems  of 
fcafonablc  fup  plies,  rh rough  our  means,  who  excited 
you  to  them*  and  are  to  diftribute  them  ! 

12  For  our  officiating  in  preparing,  and  difpofing  of 
this  public  collection,  is  not  only,  an  ample  relief  of 
the  neceflities  of  the  poor  faints,  which  cannot  but  be 
a  great  fatisfaction  to  a  benevolent,  generous,  and  com- 
palBonate  mind;  but  it  likewtfe  abundantly  redounds 

to  the  glory  of  God,  through  the  manifold  thankfgiv* 
ings  that  are,  and  will  be  offered  to  him  on  that  ac¬ 
count,  by  myfelf,  by  thofethat  ftiare  in  your  bounty, 
and  by  all  that  are  friends  to  Chrift  and  his  poor. 

13  This  revenue  of  glory  accrues  to  God,  while  by 
the  proof  and  experience  (**  ***  Sww)  of  yow  bro¬ 
therly  love,  in  this  diftribution  of  your  charity  through 
our  hands,  they  who  hear  of  it,  and  efpecially  they  who 
receive  the  benefit  of  it,  adore  and  blefs  his  holy  name, 
for  that  unfeigned  fubmiffion  and  obedience  to  the  au¬ 
thority  of  Chrift  in  hta  gofpel,  which  in  this,  as  in  o- 
ther  instances,  ye  pradieaily,  as  well  as  verbally,  make 
an  honourable  profeffion  of,  in  your  aflfe&ionate  re¬ 
gard  to  his  poor  members,  according  to  his  will  and 
command;  as  alfofor  your  great  generofity  in  liberal 
communications  to  them,  and  even  to  all  that  need 
your  help,  according  to  your  ability,  as  opportunities 
and  occalions  offer. 

14  And  it  abounds  to  your  own  advantage,  as  well 
as  to  the  glory  of  God,  through  their  earned  prayers  to 
him,  that  every  bleffing  may  be  returned  into  your  own 
bofcms  for  the  Chriftian  kindnefs,  which  ye  (hew  to 
them,  who  are  affe&ionately  defirous  of  your  happinefs 
for  time  and  eternity,  and  of  having  a  perfonal  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  you,  becaufe  of  the  fuperabundant 
grace  of  God,  which  is  found  in  you,  and  has  mani- 
felled  itfelf  in  the  fruit  of  it  toward  them. 

15  My  heart  lincereiy  joins  in  their  praifes,  as  well 
as  prayers  :  Bleflcd  be  God  for  this  free  and  bountiful 
alms,  which  turns  fo  inexpreffibly  to  bis  glory,  and  to 
your  own  and  others  good  :  and  for  the  unutterable  gift 
of  his  grace,  in  that  he  has  made  you  both  willing  and 
able  to  hooour  him  with  your  fub (lance,  and  to  refreflt 
the  bowels  of  his  poor,  and  has  filled  them  with  fr> 
much  gratitude  to  him  and  you,  in  their  thankful  ac¬ 
knowledgements  of  it;  and  above  ail,  hlefTcd  be  God 
for  Jefus  Chrift,  to  whofe  gofpel  ye  bave  ihtvm  fuch 
an  intirc  fubjcflion,  (wr.  13.)  through  whom  the  a- 

bundar.1 
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biixidant  riches  of  this  grace,  and  alt  bldTiogs  come  to 
you ;  ( chap ■  viii,  9.)  and  who  is,  by  way  of  eminence, , 
the  gift  of  Gpd,  (fee  the  note  on  John  iv.  to.)  evenfiictl 
a  Tran  feen  dent  and  all  com  pre  hen  five  gift,  as  exceed* 
the  power  of  language  to  exprefs* 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  in  amiable  and  exemplary  temper  is  it  to  be  fo  forward  For  adls  of  cha¬ 
rity,  as  not  to  need  excitations  to  them  !  And  yet  there  may  be  00c a  13 on  for  the 
moft  liberal  foul  to  be  reminded  of  them,  and  direfled  about  them,  that  they 
Ktay  be  performed  in  a  due  manner,  according  to  his  ability,  and  in  proper  fea- 
fon.  How  unreaConable,  as  well  aa  (inful,  arc  all  the  cavils  of  unbelief,  and  all 
grudginjjs  of  mind*  againft  a  well  advifed  chanty  in  fucb  proportions,  as,  upoo 
ferious  conGderation,  we  porpore  in  our  own  hearts  to  go  into  !  For  God,  who 
iuvt‘3  a  cheerful  giver,  is  able  to  make  all  grace  abound  towards  us,  and  to  mul¬ 
tiply  our  dorc,  that  we  may  have  a  Efficiency  for  ourfelves  and  ours,  and  may 
ht  enriched  in  every  thing,  that  is  requifite  to  difpofe  and  enable  us  for  every 
work  of  benevolence,  which  he  calls  us  to;  and  he  has  afTured'us,  that,  accord* 
ifip  to  our  Towing,  we  flail  reap,  either  Sparingly,  or  bountifully;  We  may- 
therefore  depend  upon  it,  that  he  who  difpcrfea  abroad,  and  gives  to  the  poor, 
fr-im  a  principle  of  love  to  God  and  them,  foall  be  no  Jofer  by  it :  This  fort  of 
righteoufnefs  fhall  abide  in  its  happy  fruits  to  others,  and  in  its  everlaftinp  bene¬ 
fit,  through  grace  to  his  own  foul,  who  is  thereby  recommended  to  the  afTedtion 
and  prayers  of  his  brethren,  and  particularly  of  the  poor  faints,  that  the  b!ef- 
f:ng  of  them  that  were  ready  to  perifh  may  come  upon  him;  and  whofe  praifes 
are  in  all  the  churches  of  Chrtft.  And,  O  what  an  eminent  glory  is  brought  to 
God  and  his  gofpd,  when  alms-deeds  are  performed  with  a  ready  mind,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  his  commands,  and  when  they  engage  the  thanltfgivjngs  of  many  to 
him  !  Bleffed  be  God  for  the  unfpeafcable  gift  of  bis  grace,  whereby  he  enables 
and  inclines  fome  of  his  people  to  communicate,  and  others  to  be  grateful  it* 
their  acknowledgments  of  it ;  and  falcffed  be  his  glorious  name  to  all  eternity  for 
Jtfus  Chrift,  that  foperbtive,  ineftimable  gift  or  his  love,  through  whom  this* 
and  every  other  good  thing,  pertaining  to  life  and  godllnefe,  is  freely  beftuwcd 
upon  us,  beyond  all  expretfon,  me&fure,  or  bounds* 


CHAP*  X. 

The  apojlle  returning  to  a  neceffary  vindication  of  himfeff  and  confute 
fatten  of  the  invidious  fugge/tions  offalfe  teachers  that  Jet  t  hemf elves 
againjl  him,  efforts  his  authority  with  great  meeineft  and  humility , 
it — 6-  Reafons  with  the  Corinthians  about  it,  7, — 11.  Rejells 
the  vaunting  methods  of  thofe  teachers  in  recommending  t  hemf elves, 
and  claiming  the  honour  of  other  men*!  labours ;  and  lays  down  the 

better  rule *  by  which  he  proceeded  in  hit  minijl  rations,  with  an  aim 
at  the  glory  rf  God,  and  at  being  approved  of  him ,  12^—18* 


VOwl  Paul  ray- 

1X  felf  befctth 

y.MtT  by  the  rtjed* 
and  gentle- 
jiefi  of  Chrirt, 
#ho  In  preftnee 

snong 
you 


*7t 


i«fc 


Paraphrase- 

vrOW,  to  return  to  my  necelTary  felf- defence  againft 
■Tv  the  mean  infinuauons  of  your  falfe  apoftles  to  de^ 
grade  me,  I,  that  fame  Paul ,  who  am  reviled  by  them 
(t ter,  to.)  as  an  abject,  pufillanimous  creature,  of  low 
ftature,  and  defpicable  afpe£t,  in  my  appearance  among 
you,  but  as  very  afTuming,  wv-igitleml,  and  fevere  in 
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jomr  bur  being 
abrent  am  bold 

toward  you. 


1  Bat  I  befeech 

you*  that  I  may 
not  be  bold  wIicq 
I  am  prtfent, with 

that  omfidence 

wherewith  1  think 

to  be  bold  Bgiinft 

fo  me  which  think 
of  us,  as  if  we 
walked  according 
to  the  ftcih. 


3  For  though 
we  walk  in  the 
Itclht  we  dn  nor 
war  after  the  Wn 


a  (Forthc  vea* 
poo;  of  our  war¬ 


fare 


my  writings,  when  abfent  from  you ;  even  I,  to  (hew 

how  little  1  am  difeompofed  at  thefe  invidious  reprefen- 
rations  of  me,  exhort  you  with  alt  lenity, 

ealmnefs,  and  benevolence  of  temper,  to  regard  my 
admonitions  ;  and  this  1  do' with  fo  much  clemency  and 
tenderoefe,  according  to,  and  as  influenced  by,  the  a* 
m table  example  or  my  great  Lord  and  Matter,  who 
was  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  [Matth*  xi.  29.)  whom 
I  would  fain  have  you  alfo  imitate  herein,  together  with 

myfelf. 

2  But  though  mine  enemies  take  occafion  from  my  mild 

and  humble  behaviour,  when  I  was  with  you,  to  fpeak 
con  temptuo  idly  of  me,  1  earneftly  intreat,  as 

well  as  exhort  you,  that  you  would  not  tide  with  them 
and  thereby  force  me, contrary  to  my  own  inclination  to 
exercife  my  apoftolick  authority,  when  I  come  to  you 
again  with  fuch  fe verity  as,  unlefs  things  be  mended,  I 
purpofe,  and  think  it  my  duty  to  ufe,  without  fear  of 
any  man's  face,  for  the  correcting  of  thofe  among  you 
who  judge  and  talk  *  of  rtte  particularly,  together  with 
others  of  my  brethren,  as  if  I  were  Influenced  by  fecu* 
lar  views  of  intereft,  or  honour,  and  condufttd  my  mi- 
niftry  by  maxims  of  carnal  reafonj  than  which  no  re* 
fl eft  1  on  can  be  more  unjuJL 

3  For  though  indeed  I,  as  welt  as  the  reft  of  my  fel* 
low-labourers,  do  dwell  in  mortal  fle(h,  and  we  all  are 
liable  to  the  common  infirmities  and  calamities,  that 
attend  our  being  in  the  body,  while  we  preach  the  gof- 
pelj  {GaL  iv.  13*)  yet  I  can  appeal  to  God  who  knows 
my  heart ;  [chap*  ii*  17.)  and  the  manner  of  my  life 
and  labours  plainly  (hews,  that  the  exercife  of  ray  mi- 
niftry,  in  which  1  am  called  to  war  a  goood  warfare, 
(1  Tim,  i.  18.)  and  that  my  convocation  in  the  world, 
and  efpecially  to  you-ward,  { chap *  i*  12*)  is  not  with 
flcfhly  wifdom,  under  the  government  of  felflfh  and 
Gnful  principles,  by  carnal  means,  to  carnal  ends  ;  but 
with  fimplicity  and  godly  fincemy,  by  the  grace  of 
God. 

4  For  as,  like  good  foldiers  of  Jefus  Chrift,  we  arc 
lifted  into  his  fervicc,  which  may  be  called  a  warfare, 

on 


NOTE. 


*  Though  the  apoflle  here,  and  moflly 
tftmighout  this  chapter*  as  it  has  been  ob- 

icrvci)  he  likewise  doth  in  various  other  parts 
of  the  eptftle.,  (fee  the  notes  on  cbcpt  hi-  1, 
and  v.  id.)  fpeak s  in  the  plural  number,  for 
the  iike  of  modefty  and  decency,  in  treating 
the  fubjeft  (hat  Jay  before  him;  yet  he  prin¬ 
cipally  means  bhnfclf;  and,  in  federal  parts 

*f  the  following  difeourfe,  itii  evident  ih&t 


he  perils  at  things,  wMch  cniy  related  tc 
Jiirtifclf;  1  have  therefore  in  ihf  paraphrase 
on  this  chapter,  as  alfo  cl  few  he  it,  all  aloti^ 
cither  included  others  with  him,  or  not,  ac¬ 
cording  as  1  apprehend  may  be  moft  hiita^e 
tc  the  nature  of  the  ihitigs  he  is  fpcikinj  «f, 
asehher  common  to  him.  zi\&  aibcr*,  01 
petdur  to  IdmlHf, 


Ch,  x.  The  fecond 


¥I\ 


f.ire  not  car¬ 
nal,  but  mighiy, 
rnron^h  God  Eo 

O 

lE^r  pulling  down 
«:  (hong  bolds ;) 


on  account  of  the  difficulties,  bardfhipft,  and  dangers 
that  belong  to  it,  (a  Tim ,  ii.  3,  4*)  ami  the  many  great 
and  formidable  enemies,  that  are  to  be  oppofed  and 
vanqiiifiicd  >  the  arms,  with  which  we  militate,  are 
not  of  a  worldly  nature,  to  carry  things  by  external 
force;  nor  are  they  fuch  as  the  wifdom  of  the  flefli  fur- 
nifties  out  or  as  are  fuited  to  promote  the  intere/lsof  the 
flefh,  but  iaoppofitiobtothefc  they  are  of  a  fpiritual  na¬ 
ture  *,  fuch  as  the  gofptlcf  peace  and  the  fword  of  the 
Spirit  >  -which  is  the  ward  of  Gcd}  (Eph,  vi.  1 5,  17*)  as 
difpeufed  with  light,  zeal,  and  courage,  in  their  native 
fimplicity,  without  human  art  or  eloquence,  If  hap  iv.  2* 
7-  and  1  Car*  i*  13,  13*  and  ii*  1 — 7*)  and  in  oppoli- 
tion  to  the  weaknefs  of  carnal  means,  they  arc  wonder-^ 
fully  prevalent,  through  the  mighty  operation  of  God 
with,  and  by  them  to  demoiifh  theltrongcft  forts  of  fin 
Satan,  and  the  world,  and  all  the  darkntfs,  rebellion, 
pride,  and  prejudices,  unbelief,  Auhbonuiefe,  fenfual* 
icy,  and  enmity,  which  lie  in  the  heart  of  man,  and 
fortify  themfelves  in  it,  as  in  a  ftrong  hold,  againft  God 
and  all  this  is  done,  as  eafijy  and  eife&ualiy  by  thefe 
weapons,  as  the  walls  of  jerkhe  were  thrown  down 
with. the  blowing  of  rams  horns*  { JoJb *  vi*  4 — 20  } 

5  Thefe  means,  ufed  in  this  fpiritual  warfare,  are 
focceC&ful,  not  by  human  might  or  power,  but  by  the 
fpirit  of  the  Lord,  { Zech -  iv.  6,  7*)  to  confute  and  0* 
overthrow  the  corrupt  reafonings  (**w**j  of  Jewt 
and  G entiles i  and  every  proud  conceit  of  fdf-wtfdom9 
righteou fuels,  and  ftrength,  together  with  all  the  power 
and  policy  of  hell  and  earth,  that  naturally  rife  up  in 
rebellion  againft,  and  would  hinder  rhe  propagation  of 
the  light,  grace,  and  holinefsof  the  gofpel,  and  the  vari¬ 
ous  diicoveries,  that  arc  made  of  the  perfettions  of  the 
divine  nature,  and  of  the  mind  and  will  of  God  there* 
in;  And  be  renders  thtfe  means  effe&ual  to  fubdue  e* 
very  oppofing  thought  and  paffion ;  to  captivate  and 
overcome  them  by  a  fweer,  and  yet  all  conquering  en¬ 
ergy  ;  and  to  reduce  them  to  a  cheerful  and  obediential 
fubjedton  to  the  authority  and  commands  of  the  Lord 
Chrift,  that  he  may  have  a  willing  people  in  the  day  of 
his  power*  (P/a/.  cx*  3*) 

6  And  as  to  thofe  among  you,  who,  after  all  proper 
methods  have  been  ufed  to  reclaim  them,  continue  ob- 
ftinate  and  refractory,  and  do  what  in  them  lies  to  de¬ 
grade  roc  and  my  office,  I  am  furniffied  with  powers, 
and  am  ready  to  inflict  fuch  exemplary  puni&ments  u- 

pon 

N  O  T  i- 

*  Though  faiths  and  prayer,  and  ocher  yet  the  gtfptl  af  ptw,  and  the  whole  weri 
tracts  aod  eccouucntcn;&v  are  alfo  reckoned  of  GW,  Lrem  to  b;  chiefly  intended  here,  u 
f\  ibe  CeriJUafi  tmwrs  (Eph,  \u  1 )  tit  rc?jii  of  tulfijt?  Jev*  tiros?  hzld\. 


j  Casing  down 
Lcrrag’iiat  ions,  and 
every  hi^h  thing 
that  exaketh  it* 
fclf  a  gain  ft  the 
k  nowlcdgt  of 
Cod*  and  brl’jf- 
ir+ioeaptjvity  evc- 
rv  thought  £0  the 

O 


obedience 

thrift* 


of 


tf  And  having 
in  1  rtadinds  to 
revenge  all  difo*- 
i^dUnce  4  w hen 

your 
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your  obedience  U 
fulfilled. 


T  Do  ye  look 
on  things  after 
the  outward  ap¬ 
pearance  l  if  any 

man  truft  to  him- 
Jclf,  that  he  U 
Chfidi;  let  him 
of  himfelf  think 
this  ajptn,  that 
as  he  is  Chrifta, 

even  fo  art  we 

Chr 


9  For  though 
1  (hould  boaft 
Jtwnewhit  more 
of  our  authority, 
(which  the  Lord 
hath  given  us  for 
edification,  and 

not 


pon  them,  by  my  apoftolick  rod,  as  they  deferve  * ; 
Only  I  im  willing  to  defer  this,  till  the  utmoll  has  been 
tried  by  gentler  treatment*  and  it  may  be  Teen  how  nu« 
ny  of  you  (hall  pay  obedience  to  ChriCt,  and  to  his  au¬ 
thority  in  me  ;  and  how  far  ye  (hall  fulfil  the  orders, 
which  I  hare  given  you,  by  the  Lord  Jefus,  to  call  in¬ 
corrigible  offenders  out  of  the  church* 

7  How  difadvantageoufly  foever  my  inveterate  op- 
pofers  may  pretend  to  judge  of  me,  from  the  meannefa 
of  my  corporal  prefence,  the  lownefs  of  my  worldly 
clrcum dances,  and  the  homility  and  mildnefe  of  my 
behaviour,  when  among  you  ;  are  ye  fo  weak  and  in- 
conliderate,  as  to  form  your  judgment  and  edeem  of  me 
and  them,  merely  from  external  (how  and  appearances? 
If  there  be  any  one +,  even  the  mod  leading  man  of 
the  fa&ion  that  has  been  raifed  among  you  who  vaunts 
and  pretends  to  be  confident  in  his  own  mind,  and  like 

a  felf-nghttous  perfon,  tnifts  in  himfeEf^that  he  is 
a  member  and  fervaat  of  Chrift,  united  to  him,  guided 

by  his  Spirit,  and  commiflioned  and  owned  by  him,  let 
fuch  an  one,  however,  reckon  again  with  himfelf,  and 
reflect  often  and  fenouHy  upon  ir,  to  make  him  humble 
and  prevent  hla  contemptuous  thoughts  of  me,  that  ad¬ 
mitting  he  were  what  he  pretends  to,  I  am  every  way 
as  much  ChrifTs  and  am  honoured  with  as  many  evi¬ 
dent  tokens  of  it,  as  he  pol&bl j  can  be* 

8  For  if  being  forced  to  it  on  thtsoccaHon  for  vindica¬ 
ting  my  own  publick  character,  I  (hould  fpeak  with 
fomething  of  an  air  of  beading,  beyond  what  I  ever 
have  done,  or  like  and  eboofe,  or  other  wife  would  do, 
or  beyond  what  the  vaineft  of  them  can  reafonahly  pre¬ 
fume  to  do,  concerning  tbcapoftolic  powers,  which  the 
Lord  Jefus  has  entruded  me  with,  for  building  you  up 
in  the  faith,  holinefs,  and  order  of  the  gofpel,  and  not 
for  the  deftfu£tion  of  any  of  your  fouls;  and  for  bring¬ 
ing  offenders  among  you  to  repentance,  and  not  for 
driving  them  into  defpair,  no,  not  by  the  fevered  ex- 

ercife 


NOTES. 

*  Thu  rtveafing  Efi  dsfeht£e*?t,  feems  to  biles,  and  pitted  the  cenfiuc  wiih  thc:r  cor t* 
he  fomething  different  from  the  weaptijx  cf  currents,  by  virtue  of  his  apoftolic  author^  , 
warfare  before  mentioned,  4.  and  to  re-  which  gave  him  the  power  of  an  uomriJ 

late  to  what  he  would  do  by  the  apoitollcrd,  pallor 
rather  than  merely  by  a  church -ten  fore,  t  Mr  Lotie  thinks  that  one 

which  he  had  directed  the  church  itfdf  to  paft  is  here,  and  in  Tome  following  verfes,  point- 
ti pon  obflinate  offenders,  1  Ccr*  v.  3,-13.  ctl  at,  as  the  felfc  apoftle,  who  had  raifed  * 
and  which  he  here  intimates  he  would  via-  fidion  th«  CVu/toagainA  rhcapdtlf 
dailc  and  confirm,  in  cafe  of  continued  un-  Pa;tL  Bat  it  teems  pi etTy  evident  from  w, 
penitence,  by  inflating  farther  pmufhcucntt  z>  re,  1*.  that  there  were  more  than  sue  fsi:e 
upon  them;  (fee  the  r*me  00  l  Cv.  it,  ar.)  teacher,  or  apufiic,  that  opp^fed  him;  cIV 
(bongh,  doAijfltfs,  had  he  been  preteni,  he  one  might  be  dote  lading,  and  u- 

would  have  prefixed  in  their  church  aftem-  mens  than  the  reft. 
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ft&  for  your  de- 
fruition.}  I  Jhould 
not  be  illumed  : 


9  Tfut  I  may 
BDt  teem  as  if  I 
u-/uM  terrify  Jou 
by  ktler*. 


10  for  bis  let¬ 
ter?  (faythcy)drf 
weighty  and  po«r- 
err'd*  bur  b<r 
d:Iy  pretence  is 
ui;k,  and.  bis 
fxtdi  contemp¬ 
tible. 


1 1  Let  fiich  an 
01c  think  this, 
(hit  fuch  at  we 
2rt  m  word  by 
tatters,  when  we 
ire  ibfent*  fuch 
ir:,Y  ire  be  alio  in 
deed  when  we  are 
preient. 


it  For  we  dart 

nor  make  out¬ 
lives  of  the  num¬ 
ber,  or  compare 
oorLtacs  with 
tome  *hat  com* 
mirtdlhemfelvcs; 
but  theya  mca- 
fjring  them* 

takes  by  tlicm* 
id  res,  and  com¬ 
paring 


ercife  of  my  authority:  Yet,  were  I  to  enlarge  upon 
this  head*  more  than  I  {ball*  I  iliould  have  no  reafou 
to  beaftiamed  of  it,  as  if  it  were  groundlefs,  untimely, 
or  io decent,  in  my  prefeut  firuation;  the  truth  woiiid 
bear  me  out,  and  none  could  confute  me. 

9  But  t  forbear  laying  To  much  of  this  efpccVdly  of 
my  power  to  inltfftpumfhments,  as  I  jtillly  might  that  I 
maynotfeem  to  conduct,  as  though  I  intended  to  light¬ 
en  you,  by  writing  in  my  cpiflles;  while  abfent  from 
you,  what  I  dnre  not  dc,  when  prefent  with  you,  as  Is 
objefted  again  ft  me  by  m  y  anragonifts. 

10  For  they  don't  Iticfc  to  fay,  in  a  reviling  manne  r 
Concerning  me,  his  epilUes  indeed  are  wrote  in  a  high, 
folemn,  authoritative  and  threatninc  drain,  as  if  he 
were  fame  fody ;  but  when  he  is  perfonally  prtfem  with 
u$,  he  appears  to  be  a  poor,  weak,  contemptible  ani¬ 
mal,  of  a  fpirit  as  low  as  his  ftature  ;  and  his  difeourfe 
is  quite  defpica bit,  without  eloquence,  or  graceful  ut¬ 
terance,  or  any  thing  to  fupport  the  vaft  authority  he 
pretends  to  in  his  writings*  (See  the  note  on  chap . 
xi.  6.) 

11  But  whoever  fpeaks  of  me  at  this  detracting  rate, 
let  fuch  an  one  reckon,  and  depend  upon  it,  that  what¬ 
ever  I  threaten  in  words  by  writing,  when  I  am  nfct 
with  you,  I  will  certainly  execute  in  fa£t,  as  far  as 
there  may  be  occafion  for  it,  whenever  I  have  the  op¬ 
portunity,  as  I  defign,  God  willing,  {chap*  xiii.  i.)  of 
coming  to  you  again;  I  then  will  not  fpare  to  punifh 
fuch,  as  Jhall  continue  difobedient,  {ver*  6*)  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  authority  which  Chrift  has  given  me. 

12  This  is  all  that  I,  at  prefenr,  {hall  fay  cf  that  mat¬ 
ter:  Fcr#  furely,  fuch  z  conrcmptible  wretch,  as  1  am 
reprefented  to  be,  mull  net  prefume  to  think  nnyfelf  fit 
to  vie,  or  to  be  ranked  and  joined,  with  that  paity  u- 
mong  you,  who  fpeak  great  fwclling  words  of  vanity  ; 
nor  to  compare  myfelf  with  fuch  mighty  boafters,  as 
fancy  that  none  can  come  up,  near  to  them  *  *  Nor  in¬ 
deed  would  my  conference  allow  me  to  he  fo  conceited 
and  vain-glorious,  as  to  vaunt  beyond  all  hounds,  like 
them  or  to  go  into  an  oftentauous  detail,  und  that  be¬ 
yond  the  truth)  of  all  my  qualifications,  .powers,  und 
performances,  in  order  to  my  comparing  them  with 
theirs,  who  e  ice  (lively  magnify  their  own  pn  tend¬ 
ed  gifts  and  achievements,  to  the  running  down  o- 

thers 


NOTE. 

*  As  Come  valuable  fxpnfitors  tike  tht  both  way?,  that  the  reader  may  lake  his 
foimcir  part  cf  thb  verfe  in  tbe  irwb/,  and  choice* 

•■Ihts  in  the  ferities  YU’®'*  L  have  coofrlered  it 

IV,  t  s 
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paring 

imongfl  them  - 
itlvts,  arc  not 
uriiir. 


*3  But  we  w  ilV 

aotbaattot'lhtiigs 
n-iflioiit  our  rnta- 
furc,  but  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  mci" 

Aire  of  the  rule 
which  God  hath 
diihitnuftt  to  i», 
a  mfifurr  to  cadi 
m*  unto  you* 


1 4  for  we 
Arete h  ik ft  our* 

icivea 


thers,  that  are  every  way  better  and  greater  men  than 
themfelves :  But  this  I  mult  fay,  that  while  in  forming 
their  fond  opinion  and  efteem  of  themfclves,  they  take 
their  meafure,  rule,  and  ftandard,  only  from  fuch  im- 
aginary  eTceliencies  and  fer vices,  as  they  fancy  belong 
to  rhemfelves ;  and  while,  inftead  of  being  duly  hum¬ 
bled,  in  confideratioD  of  the  much  fuperior  character 
and  ufefuinefs  of  others,  they  compare  themfclves ;  on¬ 
ly  with  perfons  of  their  own  temper  and  party;  and  of 
inferior,  or  at  lea  It  of  equally  inGgnifieant  endowments 
they  act  a  very  weak  and  foolidi  parr,  and  can  never  in 
that  way  come  at  a  true  knowledge  of  themfelves,  nor 
do  they  indeed  underftandthe  proper  boundaries  of  their 
ownfpherc  and  province,  fo  as  rot  to  thru!}  themfelves  up¬ 
on  churches,  and  lord  it  over  them,  which  were  found* 
ed  by  the  mimltry  of  others,  and  not  of  themfelves. 

13  But,  for  my  own  part,  I  will  not  attempt,  like 
them,  to  aflutne  ro  myfclf  the  honour  of  other  men's 
labours,  {ver,  15.)  nor  to  glory  in  things,  that  God 
has  not  com  million  ed  me  for,  and  wrought  by  me, 
within  thofc  bounds,  which  bis  providence  has  plainly 
marked  out  to  me  * :  But  1  (hall  only  fpeak  of  thofe 
things,  that  have  been  done  in  a  regular  cxercife  of  my 
mimitry,  not  by  flapping  about  from  place  to  place,  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  owned  humour,  and  for  ferving  party* 
views,  as  the  falfe  apofUes  do ;  but  according  to  the 
meafure  and  limits  of  that  commiflicm  and  call,  which 
God  has  given  me,  and  aflifted  and  owned  me  in,  for 
preaching  the  gorpel  in  many  regions,  through  which 
I  travelled,  in  an  orderly  courfe,  for  that  purpofe,  [Ran. 
xv.  18,  19.)  till,  by  the  favour  of  God,  and  according 
to  the  rule  of  my  com  million,  I  came  as  far  as  Corinikt 
even  ro  you  j  where,  as  in  various  other  places,  I  plant¬ 
ed  the  gofpel,  and  a  church-ltate  among  you.  {1  Cor. 
Hi. 6,  ic.) 

14  For  1  am  not  chargeable,  as  your  new  preachers 


NOTE. 


*  It  m;iv  very  much  help  us  to  midtrftand 

tVs  and  ibe  following  virfrs,  if,  wfrb  Dr 

JftimmGitJi  and  ibme  other  criticst  \ve  con  fi¬ 
ller  i!:t-  terras,  that  are  mnfWy  viii  in  them, 
an  agitiijihx*.  In  this  vitw  of  them,  At  mta- 

_furt  of  the  ruU  {to  jitTfW  th  xavevot)  allndes 
to  the  piuh  narked  out,  and  bounded  hy  a 
Tivhitc  line  for  racers  in  the  fjlbmian  jjahirt, 
that  were  observed  amon£  the  Corinthians  i 

and  fo  the  apolTlc  jvpitftnis  his  woik  in 
preaching  the  gofpel,  as  hli  ijnritual  nee; 
»iid  1  he  piovinct,  to  ultirh  be  vr.s  appoint¬ 
ed,  as  (he  rompafs or  ftuge  of  ground,  ahich 
G<icl  luJ  diflri&aterf  nr  jmrafured  out  (ip.tp*rtr 
qv rv)  for  him  to  run  in.  Accordingly,  to 
boLilt  T'tib-ul  hi*  mtajiirt  {st;  rn  ia 


the  farmer  part  of  thh  wfe,  and  v?rm  if. 
and  10  jt retch  blmicif  Ityomi  ins  aettfitre,  fir  i>* 
vercJt*endliimf«iff  ver.  14-  iKTunrkcjj 
refer  to  one  tbm  ran  beyond,  or  out  of  h:s 
line :  IV C  art  C^tftt  as  far  cj  f?  you  1 

vrr.  14 *  alludes  to  him  that  came 
lorttnott  to  the  goal ;  and  in  tn&iltr  nuns 
/rtf,  ver.  id.  (rv  a).}.crpt&  xtftart)  fignifict  h% 
the  province,  that  was  marked  out  Uh  lore 
body  rife,  in  rihdion  ti>  the  line,  by^hrch 
the  race  was  bounded ;  each  of  the  nicer*  lu* 
ring  the  path,  urhich  bcmi£hrte  run,  ctaik- 
ed  out  to  hfm ;  and  if  one  fleppcd  over 
the  other"*  path,  he  *xte»otd  himiclf  *>%-£■  b\ 
line. 


I  ■ 

The  fecund  Epiflle  iu  the  Corinthians  paraphrafed.  £  7? 


fthcT  beyond  wr 
mcifxrt,  tbo1 
vc  reached  not 
unto  you  i  for  w* 

arc  cuifit  u  for 

u  to  you  alfo,  in 

pi-Mthittv  (he  gulV 

I-1?!  of  Chrift  i 


t;  Not  baafl- 

in*r  of  thing? 
without  out  mea- 
furcj  that  Ut  of 
other  rneb'*  la¬ 
bours:  but  bar- 

iiLjr  liope  vhou 
your  tilth  IS  ia- 
freafrd,  that  we 
foall  he  enlarged 
by  you  according 
t.)  our  ruleabua- 
dautly< 


1#  To  preach 
the  gofpvl  In  the 
rtfons  beyond 
you,  and  not  to 
bi\ijl  in  another 
man's  line,  or 
things  made  rea¬ 
dy  to  our  hand* 


t?  But  he  that 
gWieih,  let  hitn 
glory  jo  fbc 
Lord* 


are,  with  extending  my  courfe  beyond  its  appointed 
bounds,  as  if,  without  proceeding  gradually,  I  had  par¬ 
ted  by  other  towns  and  cities  that  lay  in  my  way,  or 
had  not  come  to  you,  till  after  ye  bad  received  the  got* 
pel  by  Come  other  hand  ;  For  I  took  all  other  places,  far 
and  near,  that  were  within  the  compafd  of  my  travels  ; 
and  when  I  had  fulfilled  the  neceiTary  parts  of  my  mi- 
hiftry  in  them  federally,  I  advanced  forward,  till,  at 
length,  I  reached  as  far  as  Corinth  alfo,  where  I  was 
the  firftthat  preached  the  glad  tiding  of  falvatlon  by 
Jefus  Chrift  to  you;  and,  blefled  be  God,  it  was  at* 
tended  with  great  fuccefs*  {AEts  xviii.  I, — ii*) 

15  I  do  not  herein  vaunt  of  things  that  I  have  done, 
without  obferving  the  bounds,  which  God  has  marked 
out  to  me,  as  your  new  teachers  do;  nor  do  1,  like 
them,  pretend,  as  though  Chrift  had  wrote  thofe  things 
by  me,  which  were  done  by  others  ;  and  fo  take  the 
credit  of  their  labours  to  myfelf:  No,  I  have  always 
jt  riven  to  preach  the  go/pel ,  not  where  Chrift  was  named 
before,  left  Ijhouid  build  upon  another  man's  foundation  : 
(Rom,  xv*  18,  10*)  And  (fc)  I  hope  In  the  Lord,  that 
when  your  faith,  which  has  been  fliaken  hy  fatfe  apo- 
flies,  is  re-eft abli (he d,  regulated,  and  improved,  I 
lhall  be  greatly  encouraged,  and  aiGfted  by  you,  to  ex¬ 
tend  my  province  ftill  farther,  than  the  goal  which  haa 
hitherto  been  fet  me  ;  and  that  without  going  over  a- 
nother  man’s  line,  but  according  to  the  commilGon, 
which  the  Lord  has  given  me,  as  the  apoftle  of  the  Gen* 
tiles . 

t6  My  hope  is  that,  by  your  means,  I  fhall  be  en¬ 
abled  to  bold  on  my  courfe,  fo  ns  to  carry  the  golpcl  of 
Chrift  to  diftant  countries,  that  lie  beyond  you,  for 
the  converfinn  of  many  there,  where  it  has  not  yet 
been  preached;  and  fo  (hall  continue  to  glory  in  what 
further  fervice  my  great  Muller  (hail  mark  out  for  me, 
and  do  by  me,  more  than  has  yet  been  allotted  to  me, 
and  that  without  leaping  over  my  own  bounds,  and  en* 
croschiQ^  upon  3Tiothcr  niirit (ter  ^  province^  or  brag¬ 
ging  of  things  done  by  any,  that  have  gone  there  be¬ 
fore  me,  as  if  I  would  take  the  honour  of  their  labours 
to  myfelf, 

17  But,  after  all,  inflead  of  glorying  in  ourfelves, 
or  tn  our  own  accomplifh  merits,  labours,  and  fucccte  5 
and,  much  more,  inftead  of  boafting  of  what  has  been 
done  hy  others,  as  though  It  had  been  performed  by 
ourtelves :  let  every  one,  that  is  minded  to  exult  and 
triumph,  glory  only  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  by  whote  grace 

be  ie  what  he  is,  and  doth  what  he  doth,  for  the  he¬ 
ll  %  nour 
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ncmr  of  God,  and  the  good  of  others*  that  he  alone  may 

be  exalted. 

1 8  For  whoever  he  be  that,  having  a  high  conceit 
of  his  own  abilities  and  performances,  and  of  the  good 
done  thereby^  aferibes  them  to  himfelf*  and  Ceelcs  the 
apphufe  of  men,  is  far  from  being  accepted  of  that 
God,  who  reffis  the  proud,  and  give*  grace  to  the  hum - 
hie:  (i  Pet,  v,  $■)  But  he,  whom  the  Lord  honours 
with  his  gifts  and  graces,  prefence  and  bleffing,  and 

bears  witnefs  to,  as  fincere,  humble,  and  faithful  in 

his  work,  is  highly  approved  in  his  fight »  and  (hall 
have  praife  of  God,  when  he  (hall  make  manileft  the 
couofch  of  the  heart-  (1  Cor*  iv*  5*) 

It  E  COLLECTIONS. 

With  what  mevtnrfs  and  condefeenfion,  in  imitation  of  our  hlefled  Lord, 
flioulct  his  fervants  labour  to  win  aver  fuch*  as  art  unreafonably  prejudiced  a* 
gain  ft  t  item  and  their  mini  lira  tions ;  and  yet  with  what -authority  Humid  they 
vindicate  the  honour  of  Chinft,  in  rebuking  thofe  that,  after  all,  continue  obfii- 
nate  in  their  difoberticncc  to  him,  as  fpeaking  by  them  I  Though  faithful  mini- 
lltrs  are  men  of  JikepafTunis  and  infirmities  with  others,  and  make  but  a  mean 
figure  in  the  world,  while  they  dwell  in  mortal  flefli ;  yet  they  are  not  to  be  judg¬ 
ed  of  by  outward  appearance ;  nor  are  they  governed  by  carnal  principles  and 
views  in  their  wurk.  iind  warfare,  as  many  fal/e  pretenders  are.  And  O  how  vic¬ 
torious  and  triumphant  is  the  gofpel,  which  they  preach,  when  attended  with 
the  mighty  power  of  God*  tu  beat  down  the  flrong  holds  of  fin  and  Satan;  to 
overcome  the  perverie  reafomngs  of  carnal  minds,  and  all  their  pride  and  preju¬ 
dices  ;  and  to  l'ubdue  them  to  the  obedience  of  Chritt !  When  his  m  ini  firing  fcr- 
vants  have  a  wttnefs  in  themfdves  that  they  are  ChrilPa,  it  is  fometimes  neccf* 
Ciry  for  them  to  alTcrt  it,  in  confutation  of  thofe,  that  would  unrighteoufly  re¬ 
proach  them,  as  though  they  a  (Turned  too  much  to  thcmfelves,  or  afled  an  in- 
confificnt  psrt  in  different  fixations  :  And  yet  how  careful  ihould  they  be,  to 
avuid  all  appearances  of  vain  boa  fling*  or  of  going  out  of  their  province,  to  the 
hindrance  and  diih:rbancc  of  other  churches  I  And  as  ever  they  would  be  ap¬ 
proved  of  Gud  in  all  that  they  do,  they  ihould  lake  heed  of  priding  themfelves 
m  any  thing,  that  they  arc,  have,  or  perform  j  and  glory  only  in  the  Lord,  as 
aferibircg  the  praife  of  all  intirdy  to  him* 


iB  For  not  he 
thu  comnKnidcth 

hinjich'  i*  appro  v. 

cd.hut  whom  the 
Lord  commend* 
cdu. 


e 


CHAP.  XI. 

Theapojile ,  in  further  vindication  of  bis  authority  again fi  his  enemies » 
gives  the  reafons,  in  a  prefatory  apology,  of  his  /peaking  in  hu  own 
commendation,  i, — 4,  Shews  that  he  had  not  come  Jhart  of  any  of 
the  apojlles  of  Chrifi,  much  lefs  of  the  falfe  apoflles  ( whom  be  dc~ 
jeribes)  in  freely  preaching  the  gofpel,  — 15.  Makes  another  a- 

potogy  for  what  he  was  going  to  add  in  defence  of  his  own  charaite y, 
16, — 21,  And  draws  out  an  account  at  large  cf  his  external  pri~ 
vilegcSi  as  equal  la  thoje  cf  the  falfe  apo files  ;  and  of  his  qualifica¬ 
tions  t  labours ,  cares,  fympathy,  fuffe  rings,  dangers,  and  deliveran¬ 
ces,  as  fuperkr  to  theirs ,  22,-331 


Bara- 


Text. 

WOeld  to  God 
you  Id 
War  with  me  i 
little  in  my  folly  ; 
z:k!  iiulccd  bur 
nkU  me* 


*  For  I  imjeap 

Iotas  nwyou  with 
i  godlyjcdonf'y  ; 
for  1  have  cfpouf- 
ed  raatoonehuf- 

4 

baud,  that  J  may 

prefent  as  4 
ebaile  yivgin  to 

Orift. 
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Paraphrase* 

A  S  it  may.be  necefiary  to  atM  fomething  further.  In 
vindication  of  my  apoflnlic  office,  a  gain  It  ihofe, 
that  would  fupplant  it,  I  wifh  {«*■***)  yc  would  have  a 
little  patience  with  me  in  what  l  am  forced  to  fay  on 
my  own  behalf,  which  may  feem  to  be  very  vain  and 
fooljfh,  as  fpeaking  in  one's  own  praife  is  generally 
thought  to  be,  and  as,  without  the  greatefl  neceility, 
it  certainly  would  be;  But  («**«}  I  befeech  you  to  bear 
with  me,  as  ye  ought,  in  this  my  reputed  folly,  in 
which  I  principally  aim  at  your  advantage. 

2  For  I  am  affectionately  and  folnchoufly  concerned 
for  you,  with  a  holy  and  religious  doubt  and  fear,  left 
any  of  you  (hould  be  drawn  olf  from  Chrill  and  his  gof- 
pel,  and  from  me,  as  his  apollle,  to  your  falfe  teach¬ 
ers;  and  there  is  good  reafon  why  I  (hould  be  touch* 
ingfy  thoughtful  about  you  :  For  I,  as  an  earn  eft  fmtor 
for  the  Lord  Jefus,  was  the  means  of  bringing  you  to 
know  and  love  him,  to  accept  of  him,  and  yield  your- 
felvcs  up  with  full  confent  to  him,  as  your  only  huf* 
band,  like  perfons  betrothed,  as  //rad  were  of  old,  in 
a  marriage-covenant  to  the  Lord  ;  ( Hof  ii.  ly,  2Q.) 
and  it  is  ray  great  ambition  as  it  always  has  been,  that 
1  may  have  the  honour  and  pleafure  of  putting  you  in- 
to  h!s  hands,  as  a  pure,  uncorrupted,  faithful  fpoufe, 
that  is  for  him,  and  for  no  other,  (I/of  tii,  3.) 

3  But  confidering  the  artifices  and  intrigues  of  the 
falfe  a po files,  who  are  fo  very  bufy  with  you,  I  am 
tenderly  in  pain  for  you,  left  as  the  Devil,  by  his  cun* 
ning  ftratagems  under  rhe  form  of  a  Serpent,  impeded 
upon,  over-reached,  and  drew  our  mother  Eve ,  thro* 
her  unwatchfulnefs,  into  fm;  (Gen*  iih  1, — 6.)  fo  fome 
of  your  fouls,  through  the  fophiitical  in fi  11  nation s,  and 
phufible  pretences  of  his  inftmmems,  {hould  be  inad¬ 
vertently  perverted  in  your  principles,  temper,  and  prac¬ 
tice  ;  and  be  turned  afidc  from  the  purity  of  do£trine, 
relating  to  fa]  vat  ion  alone  by  Jefus  Chrifl,  and  from 
the  fmcerity  and  uprightness  in  manners  that  belong 
to  the  profeflbrs  of  his  name,  and  are  really  found  In 
ail  chafe,  that  are  vitally  united  to  him. 

4  I  am  afraid,  I  fay,  Jell  by  their  means,  inftead  of 
your  heing  like  a  chafte  virgin  to  Chrift,  ye  (hould  be 
corrupted,  like  an  adulterefs;  For  if  anyjone,  who  has 
come  among  you  fince  I  left  you,  propofes  another  Sa¬ 
viour  from  fin  and  from  the  wrath  to  come,  than  thac 
Jefiis,  whom  I,  at  well  as  Apolhs^  preached  to  you;  (1 
Cor *  tit.  j,  6,  10,  1 1.)  or  if,  by  the  mini  (by  of  any  new 
upflart>  ye  have  been  made  jurukers  e£  another  an  l 

heu-et 


5  fiat  I  far 
kft  by  any  means t 
ii  iheierpcni  be* 
ptiied  J£t*  thro1 

his  riifctiiy,  Pj 

pmtmlndsJhoukl 

ft-n-uptod  Irom 

(he  ftmpliary  that 

U  ia  Corift. 


4  For  if  he 
thsi  comtth, 
preach  (th  ano¬ 
ther  Jdtis,  whom 
v  c  hare  not 
prOachtfri;  or  if 

\;r(ctivcflnoiher 

ipirit ,  which  ye 

Jlivc 
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have  n«#  received,  better  fpirit*  and  of  more  excellent  gifts  and  graces, 

whichSavS  than  y«  received  hy  the  hearing  of  faith }  (Gal.  iii.  2.) 
accept cji y<m j^h t  or  if,  by  means  of  fuch  an  intruder,  ye  have  been  made 
wdi  bear  with  acquainted  with  a  more  holy,  joyful  and  bleffcd  gofpel, 

lumr  that  is  more  worthy  of  God*  and  contains  better  tid¬ 

ings,  or  a  fafer  way  of  falvation,  than  what  ye  em* 
braced  through  my  preaching  ;  then  indeed  ye  night 
very  well  receive  and  own  him,  and  fubmit  to  his  an* 
thority,  and  even  prefer  him  tome;  and  none  could 
biame  you  for  it, 

j  For  1  fap-  ^  But  this,  none  of  you  can  fay  ;  and  were  any  to 

S'Ht  Vehfti^th*  Pre*cnd  to  preach  another  Saviour,  another  Spirit,  or 
vm  chfefcft  ar  another  gofpel,  they  ought  to  be  rejected  with  abhor* 
pqflks.  rence:  {GaL  i.  <J,— rp-)  for  I  am  perfttaded,  and  it  is  no 

preemption  in  me  to  conclude,  that,  astothefe  things, 
I  no  way  fall  ihort  of  any,  even  of  (be  moil  eminent 
apoftles  of  Chrift;  no,  not  of  PiUr  himfclf,  whom 

fume  of  yog  make  your  boa  ft  of  j  (i  Ccr*  i*  12*)  much 

kfe  have  I  been  inferior  to  apy  of  the  falfe  apoftles  j  no, 
not  to  the  mod  famous  of  them,  that  has  of  late  crept 


in  among  you  \  and  to  ingratiate  himfdf  with  the 
ijb  parEy,  may  pretend  to  have  come  from  PtUr, 
e  But  though  6  Yea,  though  my  ftyle  be  plain  and  Ample,  like 
/pt^rh,  yetnos in  that  of  a  private  ordinary  perfon  (tvJix-M^wc)  without 

knowledge;  hut  the  ftourithes  of  human  rhetoric;  (r  Cor*  ti*  i,  4.)  * 

tii-oo-hjT  mode  aiw*  tho'  myr  pronunciation  be  not  fo  graceful  and 

among  fluent,  as  feme  others,  and  particularly  as  my  brother 
youiuitl  things.  Aftolfofts  may  be  ;  (Afis  xviii.  Z4.)  yet  my  knowledge 

of  Chrift,  and  of  the  whole  feheme  of  the  gofpel,  which 
I  received  by  revelation  from  him,  {GaL  i.  1*.)  is  in¬ 
ferior  to  none ;  Bur  this  I  have  (hewn  and  proved  in  fo 
ampler  manaer,  with  regard  to  all  the  main  points  of 
Chnftiap  faith,  and  obedience,  the  efficacy  of  which 
ye  experienced  with  fuch  power  of  the  holy  Ghoft,  when 
I  was  with  you,  that  I  need  only  appeal  to  your  own 
confciences  for  the  truth  of  it* 


7  fliveTcom*  j  As  t0  mother  cavil  of  my  adverfaries,  (fee  the 

inSafuij  myfSf  ?orc  0(1  1  ^ or *  xx*  f0 ,as  though  I  had  a£fed  below  the 

that  apoftolic  character^  and  tncOnfi ftent  with  it,  in  not  de¬ 
manding  a  maimainancc  from  your,  as  1  juftly  might, 

(i  Cor „ 

NOTE. 

*  No  good  nidges  of  true  oratory,  that  not  ft rtwi  in  the  n'i/Jerntf  hoi  itt  tkffvw-” 
have  carefully  read  and  ronlSdered  die  apotUe  er  of  GotL  (i  Cor.  it  4,  5.)  And  therefore 
Parers  fpccehe*  s>nd  cpiftlt*,  can  think  hW  a  hU  being  rude  in  JptttK  **  referred  by  fiwne 
ikangcr  to  the  art  of  periuaiion,  or  the  rules  to  a  defied  in  his  voice,  which  they  fuppnfe 
*'f  rhetoric ;  ViiL  Rez  So  loc.  and  fee  Mr  was  fmall  and  tortll,  if  hot  fcmuncrmg:  and 
Locke's  preface  is  the  t fifties  and  BSachsealFh  by  others,  to  that  plain  inartificial  way 
/acred  vat.  i,  pag.  *54,  He.)  Bathe  fpeatcing  which  he  chofe,  hut  for  which  the 

pnrpafcly  Avoided  the  pomp  nt  Grerk  clo-  u'lfe  and  learned  men  of  this  world  dciptfed 
Qucree,  and  the  (h:dieJ  arts  of  htiMan  ora*  him, 

;ui  y  ;u  his  pic^cLiing,  that  &*rfiuth  *rv*bt 


h 


chat  you  might 
be  exalted,  be- 
duft  [  have 
Inched  to  you 
t-<e  Ridpel  of  God 
heelyi 


S  I  robbed  o- 

tliCr  diurche*  , 

taking  wagefc  of 
ihtn ;,  to  do  yoo 

lei  l 
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(1  Cor.  ix,  4, — 14.)  but  working  with  my  own  hands 
for  a  fubfifteocc;  {AEti  xviii.  3,  and  1  Ccr,  iv*  iz.)  can 
any  one  really  think  that  I  have  been  guilty  of  any  fault, 
or  done  you  any  injury,  in  bumbling  myfeJf  fo  far,  and 
fubraitting  to  fo  mean  and  fcrvjJe  a  way  of  getting  my 
bread ;  my  cteGgn  in  which  was,  that  none  of  you  might 
be  prejudiced  againft  me,  a  mercenary  creature  ;  but 
that  ye  might  the  more  readily  embrace  the  gofpet  of 
the  grace  of  God,  and  might  be  enriched  with  its  great 
and  glorious  b Idlings,  without  impairing  your  tempo* 
ral  fubftance?  Was  I  not,  by  preaching  it  at  free  cofi, 
the  more  likely  10  promote  your  fpirituni  profperity,  and 
lift  you  up;  as  it  were,  to  heaven  in  itJs  glorious  pri¬ 
vileges?  yifrfzffi«  xi,  33.) 

8  Tea,  in  purfuit  of  my  ftudious  concern  far  your 
fpi ritual  advantage,  I  have  a] To,  in  tendernefe  to  you, 
ftripped  other  churches  *  that  have  been  captivated  to 
the  obedience  of  Chrift  by  my  minifrry,  {chap.  x.  5.) 
even  though  they  were  poorer  than  yourfeives,  {chap* 
viii»  2  )  by  taking  larger  contributions  from  them,  than 
were  barely  neceflary  for  my  maintains  rice,  during  my 
abode  with  them,  that  I  might  imnitttr  the  gofpcl  for 
your  conversion  and  edification,  at  their  coft,  without 
making  it  chargeable  to  you- 

9  Accordingly,  whilft  I  continued  preaching  the  glad 
tidings  of  falvation  among  you,  and  wanted  the  necef- 
faries  and  conveniences  of  life,  ye  very  well  know,  that 
I  did  not  load  you  with  the  expence  of  fupporting  me, 
and  fo  become  burdenfome;  {chap.  xii.  13*)  (“  ******?*** 
r*  *£*«*■}  nor  did  I  fiun  any  of  you  with  complaints,  or 
grow  dull  and  flotbful  in  preaching  tbe  gofpel,  for  want 
of  pays  For  whatever  I  (bood  in  need  of,  over  and  a- 
bove  what  I  could  earn  by  working  fomeumes  at  a 
handicraft  trade,  {ASs  xviii*  3.)  my  Chriliian  brethren, 
that  came  from  tbe  churches  in  Macedonia^  and  parti¬ 
cularly  fome,  that  arrived  from  Philippi  f  one  of  it's 
ohief  cities,  (fee  the  note  on  Afls  xvi.)  furniihed  me 
with  it,  ( PhiL  iv *  15.)  and,  at  all  events,  I  have,  from 

fir  ft 


$  And,  when 

I  ww  prefent 
with  you,  and 
gained,  I 
tbir^cable  to  no 
jn-.m  :  far  that 

*rllith  was  lack¬ 
ing  to  me  (He 
brethren  which 
came  from  Mace¬ 
donia  Aipplitd : 
and  in  all  things 
J  have  kept  my- 

fclf 


H  G  T  F„ 


*  The  word  ffj-vxwrc)  figoifics  to  JP&U 
fiript  or  ncaWdifl/,  aswdlwto^t  aud  it 
\s  certain  that  the  apodlc  did  not  mean  it  in 
the  teul  ftnfe  of  ribitryt  For  this  would  have 
l>teo  a  very  odd  vindication  of  iiuaftlf  agatnft 
his  captious  adrtriarics;  and  he  caiU  «hat 
he  received  from  other  churches  vpayej  (ci>>- 
vj:r)  Jlr.dtng  io  the  vifloah  that  wertsnuent- 

Jy  given  to  lijidiers  for  their  pay,  which  in- 
l  [mutes  that  he  ilwughl  himlHf  to  hate  as 
vood  a  right  to  the  contributions  of  ihofe 
churches,  as  fridiers  had  to  their  (Upend;  he 


being  n  gtod  ftffier  of  yep*  f  Cbr*j (,  nml  having 
a  juft  claim  ir»  Ijehm^aiaMy  /up ported  hy  c- 
\tn;  fhurch,  to  which  he  an  apulllc,  in 
Jhch  a  manner,  as  nrd'jht  be  heft  fbited  r« 
promote  hisfrrvin#  the  common  CJutcof  h;i* 
and  their  £reat  Lord  and  MuIIvt.  And  a, 
the  word*  rendered,  l 

(itfuX^rct  XxCjv  *+gviu)  ai-c  rfiiiiMry  terms, 
perhaps,  thcic  nmy  Ik  fomc  alUilinn  to 
fpi**.**  that  *re  ii<tm  cap;ivcS|  and  ap¬ 

plied  to  further  ufo  in  c^rryti*^  o*i  *ar*  a -id 
viaorks,  which  ii$* aiK^iatiiithcpawyliMi 
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from  btiog  fir  ft  to  hit,  takrn  effectual  care,  by  one  means  or  o* 
barjcnioriic  unto  thcr  to  procure  a  livelihood  hitherto,  without  your  af* 

k«p  mjfil/l  fiftance,  that  1  inipht  not  be  chargeable  to  any  ot  you : 

And  I  am,  for  good  rcafons,  fully  refolTcd  never  to  be 
fo,  for  time  to  come*  chap.  x»«  14*) 

10  As  the  truth  10  If  this  be  imputed  to  me,  as  a  fault*  I  am  fo  far 

me  ^ man'jh  Tt  fr°m  being  afhamed  of  it,  that  I  count  it  a  great  part 
flop  me  of  this  of  my  honour  j  and  I  folemnly  declare,  with  the  faith 
boaslinj*  m  the  aT1£l  hone  fly  of  a  Chriftiari,  and  of  an  apoftle  of  Chrift 
regions  of  Achih*  wj1jc}1  js  witnefs,  (Rt wu,  ix»  I*}  that  no  one  what- 

foever,  cither  hy  reproaches  on  one  hand,  or  by  ltind* 
neffes  on  the  other,  (hall  prevent  my  glorying  in  my  not 
being  a  burden  to  you,  or  to  any  of  the  churches  in  all 
your  province  of  Achaia* 

tt  Wherefore?  xi  Why  think  ye,  ami  fa  foltcitoufly  bent  upon  this? 

hec^Eifot  bveyeu  it,  as  fome  would  fuggeft,  becnufe  1  have  not  a  real 

^°dJsiu>w-  311(^  hearty  aiFetfion  for  you,  but  have  taken  fotne  dii- 

guft  at  you,  and  therefore  will  not  feem  to  be  any  way 
beholden  to  you  ?  (See  the  note  on  Chap.  iii.  13*) 
fir  froin  it ;  the  great  God,  who  fcarches  the  heart, 
knows  that  it  doth  not  proceed  from  any  fuch  caufc  as 
this* 


1 1  ftwt  what  I 
d  trm  1  will  do, 
that  I  may  cut  off 
o'Taftoit  front 
them  which  dtfire 
areal  ion  ,  tl«U  r 
uhcrciit  they 
rv,  tbev  mav  be 
found  *ven  as  we* 


J2  Hut  what  I  have  done  in  preaching  the  gofpel  gra¬ 
tis  to  you,  {«f  and  will  perfift  in,  is,  that  1  may 

ftop  che  mouths  of  thofe  faife  teachers,  who  are  contin¬ 
ually  feeking  all  ocofious  to  depreciate  me,  and  extol 
thcmfclvcs;  and  that  in  the  very  thing  which  theyboall 
of  as  though  they  were  difmterefted  per  ions,  and  only  in* 
fill  upon  your  maintaining  them,  as  a  teftimony  of  your 
owning  their  authority  over  you  *,  they  may  be  induc¬ 
ed,  by  my  example,  ro  be  as  little  oppreflive  to  you,  and 
as  free  from  all  mercenary  views,  as  I  am  3  and  that 
They  may  not  catch  at  an  advantage  for  boafting,  (as 
they  gladly  would,  were  i  to  take  any  thing  of  you)  as 

if  they  therein  did  nothing,  but  what  even  I  myfelf  had 
done* 


i  r  For  fuch  arz 
filfc  a  j  jo  lilt*  t 

deceit  fui  work  * 

m 


13  Far,  whatever  this  fort  of  men  pretend  to,  they 
are  not  real  apofllea  of  Chrift,  fent  and  commiffioned 
by  him  3  but  they  arc  faife  claimants  of  that  high  cha- 


NOTE, 


*  The  fcr.fc  given  the  fir  ft  pan  cf  rhe  pa* 
raplirjfnj  on  this  chime  is,  I  own,  very  finiru* 
ler;  but  alt  other  interpretations,,  th^t  I  hjvc 
m'.t  with,  except  Mi  Lukt* s.  which  1  have 
abided,  nwnSv  pj  ^n  n  liippofitron,  e hat 
fome*  at  Jeafl,  theft  fill#  tr-tchcre  dM 
pitudi  at  ire-  colt,  which  items  rather  to 
perplex*  than  dear  the  spoljte*$  meaning, 
a-'.^i  to  fi>(i  1  the  eri’.^cflion  bciuccfi  this  and 
l|,r  vrv:et  zs.  htIJ  aj  ;o  l;*:  utterly 

Ji;L’Oli<Uvfllt  ULth  Ihf  Whok  (top C  0(  Iii*  Hi' 


gumexif,  anfwcTahk  to  what  he  had  inGfteil 
on,  at  large,  in  ths  ninth  chapter  of  hb  fii ft 
eptiHc,  (ftc  the  note  there  on  urr/i*)  ^  hith 
is  to  vindicate  himfeit  againft  the  calumnies 
of  the  fatfc  api>(tlefT  on  account  of  liii  nvit 
claiming  and  oting  the  ri^ht  of 
And  it  appears  from  the  aoth  vetfe  of  this 
chapter,  ihst  they  were  fo  far  from  taking 
K6 thing  for  1  heir  labours  amonu  the  Cvrinthi£t:st 
rhr  t;  ;hcy  were  very  and  off  rtf Sw  ir. 

their  cxtiftieM  wp-in  Uiero, 
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cn,  iranif  arming 

thfmfejvci  into 
ibe  3LjiglilC£  of 
Drill 


U  Andn»m*r- 

id :  for  Som 
tiinuLIf  b  tranf^ 
farmwl  into  an 
ifljd  uf  li  jht* 


15  ThcreTor* 
it  it  no  great 
thing  if  his  inhv- 
Ihfidib 

fwmtd  as  ;ht  mi4 
nifttri  of 
oafncfs !  whole 
end  (lull  be  ao 
coiillng  to  their 
vorlu. 


16  T  fay  a^irt, 
1a  man  think 

ne?  fool;  if  c* 

rhmvife,  ytr  as  a 
foot  jxr-cv?c  jsk4 
flut  1  may  boatt 

■jyj^lf  a  Jittlc. 


17  That  which 
t  fpcakj  J  fpejk 
it  not  after  the 
Lord,  bur  as  it 

were 


racier;  they  corrupt  the  word  of  God  and  handle  it 
deceitfully,  {chap*  m  17,  and  iv*  2*)  labouring  to  cheat 
and  impofe  upon  you  and  to  ferve  themfelvcs,  under 
pretence  of  ferving  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ;  {Rom*  xvL 
18*}  and,  to  compafa  this  defign,  they  put  on  the  molt 
fpeaous  forms,  that  they  may  appear  like  the  true  apo* 
(lies  of  Chrift,  as  if  they  had  the  fame  authority,  and 
did  the  fame  work  with  them* 

14  And  it  is  no  wonder  that  they  ihould  pra&ife  this 
deceitful  art,  fince  Satan  himfelf,  on  certain  occafions 
takes  upon  him  the  guife  of  a  good  angel,  pretending 
the  greateft  fantlity  and  kindntte  in  order  to  his  doing 
the  greateft  mifehief,  as  when  tempting  Eve  to  Jin, 
( ver *  ^0  he  ajfumed  the  body  of  a  ferpent  in  fuch  a 
beautiful  form,  and  accoiled  her  with  fuch  fair  fpeecbes 
(Gen,  iii-  1 — 6.)  a*s  made  that  prince  of  darknefs  ap* 
pear  to  her  like  one  of  the  glorious  angels  that  dwelt  in 
the  light  of  God1*  immediate  pretence,  and  came  with 
a  meflage  of  truth  and  goodnefs  from  him* 

15  It  is  therefore  no  ftrange,  new  or'  impracticable 
thing  if  his  einiffarics  and  fcrvaries,  who  learn  of  him 
and  are  influenced  by  him,  to  promote  his  kingdom, 
fhould  alfo  dilTemble  their  own  true  character,  and  put 
on  Ehe  face  of  holy  niinifters,  and  teachers  of  the  way 
of  righveoufnefs  to  eternal  life  by  the  works  of  the  law 
and  not  alone  through  the  faith  of  Chrift:  But  for  all 
this  God  wilt  bring  them  to  judgment,  when  their  final 
reward  (hall  be  according  to  the  wickednefs  and  hypo* 
pocrify  of  their  doings;  and  fo  their  end  will  be  def- 
trudinn*  (Phil,  iii*  18,  19.) 

j6  Conlidering  then  how  thefe  falfe  pretenders  fet 
themfelves  off,  to  the  deceiving  of  many,  1  again  (ver* 
i.)  beg  that  ye  would  bear  with  me,  and  that  none  of 
you  would  count  me  a  vain  glorious  fool  in  reprefenttng 
the  great  things  which  God  has  really  done  for,  and  by 
me  :  But  if  any  of  yon  think  me  to  act  fuch  a  foolifh 
part  herein,  as  don't  become  a  wife  and  prudent  man  ; 
yet  1  beteech  you  to  indulge  me,  as  far  as  ye  would 
one,  whom  ye  take  to  be  a  weak  and  filly  crearure  that 
1  as  well  as  others,  but  with  much  better  views,  may 
a  little  further  vent  myfelf  in  what  looks  like  bead¬ 
ing  of  my  own  endowments  and  performances* 

17  I  confefs,  that  in  fo  much  infiftmg  on  my  own 
character,  I  do  not  fpeak  in  fuch  a  way,  as  teems  wor~ 
thy  of  Chrift,  and  after  his  example,  (Jofm^iiu  So*  54-) 
nor  do  I  fpeak  according  to  any  exjirefs  command,  that 
he  delivered  in  his  perfonal  mini  (try.  (See  the  note  on 

1  Cor.  vii.  10.)  No  ;  I  mud  own,  that  he  condemned 

feeking 
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were  EboJHhly  in 
this  confidence  of 
boaftiog* 


fB  Son ng  tbit 
aurv  glory  after 

the  flefh,  I 
glory  alfb- 


19  For  ye  fat* 

fd  fools  gladly, 
fain pr  ye  yo*r- 

fifwt  are  wife* 


to  For  ye  fnf- 

fer  if  a  man  bring 
ran  into  bond  age, 
it'  a  man  devour 
yoat  if  a  man  ukc 
of  tf  a  mun 
CJtaJt  himfffifj  if  a 

wan  finite  you  an 
faJaee, 


feeting  honour  one  of  another*  (/oAij  v,  44-)  which  U 
certainly  very  criminal,  when  (elf  applaufe  is  aimed  at; 
But  the  huge  boaftings  of  my  enemies  with  a  defign 
of  impofing  upon,  and  preventing  you  ;  and  their 
mean  inGimation6  to  difparage  my  apoftlclhip  and  the 
pure  gofpel  of  Chrill,  and  fo  to  prevent  my  ufcfulnefs 
in  preaching  it,  force  me  to  fpeak  with  an  air  of  weak¬ 
ness  and  folly,  in  this  oftentatimis  appearance  of  fetting 
forth  things,  that  relate  to  my  office,  after  their  exam¬ 
ple,  who  confidently  boaft  of  them  Selves. 

18  Since  many  of  your  judaizing  teachers  greatly  va¬ 
lue  them  Selves  upon,  and  pride  themfelves  in,  their  ex¬ 
ternal  privileges  and  advantages,  fuch  as  their  being 
the  feed  of  jfbraham ,  ( ver.  22.)  and  circumcifcd  in 
the  flefli,  and  the  like  ;  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that,  if 
there  is  any  room  for  glorying  in  thefe  things,  1  can 
boaft  of  them  as  much  as  they;  and  furely  ye  cannot 
be  offended  at  me  for  faying  this. 

19  Porthole  of  yon  that  admire  the  falfe  apo  files, 
can  eafily  bear  with  their  folly,  while  they  ingratiate 
themfelves  with  you  by  magnifying  thefe  their  privile¬ 
ges  ;  and  if,  to  (hew  that  I  am  upon  a  level  with  them 
in  this  refpeft,  I  alfo  do  the  fame,  ye  may  likewife  bear 
with  me  therein,  fince  ye  think  yourfebes  very  wife  in 
bearing  with  them  * ;  and  are  indeed  fo  wonderfully 
conceited  of  your  own  undemanding,  as  to  pity,  ra¬ 
ther  than  envy  others,  whom  ye  look  upon  as  fools, 
compared  with  yourfelves:  Nay,  ye  can  bear  with  much 
greater  faults  in  your  falfe  teachers,  than  this. 

20  For  if  any  one  of  them  tyrannizes  over  your  perfnns 
and  confidences,  as  though  ye  were  abfolute  Haves  f  ;  if 
he  makes  a  prey  of  you,  as  ferving  hit  own  belly  y  (Horn 
xvi.  18.)  like  theScWJiV,  who  under  pretence  of  re¬ 
ligion,  devour  widows  houfes  \  (Luke  xx.  47.)  if  he  not 
only  receives  large  prefen ts  and  falaries,  but  even  takes 
away  your  worldly  fubftance  by  fubriliry  and  fraud;  if 
he  aggrandizes  and  fpeaks  highly  of  himfelf,  and  treats 
you  with  fovereign  contempt,  as  the  Jews  were  wont 
ro  do  by  the  Gentiles  :  Nay,  if  he  infuits  and  abufes  you 
in  as  ignominious  a  manner  as  when  a  man  gives  ano- 

their 


NOTE. 

*  ye  art  wife  U  fpoketi  trotuealij^  in  underlie  it,  of  them  to  the  law 

aheaurifal  oppnfitiun  to  their  counting  the  alMoftit  for  though  the  apoftfe  wif  afraid, 
upoftlc  a  foot  w  rfaryisy,  asdiough  he  ffinuJd  left,  in  Jbme,  tftccaJe,  vc\  i. 

iky,  well,  be  it  To,  that  l  am  deemed  a  fool;  yet  it  Joe?  nutuppra1'  that  it  85  yet  uai  f<t; 
yci  ye,  who  have  fuch  a.  Taft  opinion  of  yoitr  whereas  the  faftfagr  here  fpoken  of,  is  lup- 
«wn  knowledge,  are  iurely  wife  enough  to  pofed  to  b=  what  they  hud  a  trendy 

tear  with  me,  while  ye  confukr  me  under  brought  into  \  and  the  other  faie  U  not  Jo 
That  riiirnttct*  much  of  a  piece  with  all  Uuc  follow*  in  this 

f  Bringing  ihtm  inJt?  foxdajt  ts,  if  l  mif*  Terfe*  as  that  which  is  givea  iai be.p. mph:ka^p 
take  cot*  to  be  taken,  not  as  fane  expo ft ton  See  Mr  Lpeie's  note- 
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it  t  freak  as 

■Diiccniiug  re* 
prodfbjts  tbotijK 

v.c  bail  been 
weak :  howbeit, 
u  Keif  in  focver 

anr  is  (1 

fpeik  fodiflily,)  I 
id  bold  alio. 


11  Atc  they  He- 

kcm  )  (o  ]  t 
uvihcy  tftaelhts? 

4m  1 ;  Are 
tkv  ihe  feM  of 

Abratira  l  Co 
*m  I, 


*t  Aref  they 
miniAcr* 

Chrift?  (I  freak 
p  a  fool,)  l 

more 


ther  a  flap  on  the  face  ;  ye  can  put  up  all  this,  and  be 
eafy  under  it* 

21  What  I  mean,  and  fpeak  of  relates  to  the  indig* 

nity,  which  ihefc  infolent  men  have  ufed  yon 

with;  and  which,  at  the  fame  time,  they  have  put  u- 
pon  roc,  as  though  I  were  a  contemptible  wretch,  that 
had  no  right  to,  nor  were  able  to  fupport,  the  zpofto* 
Hck  powers  and  privileges)  which  I  profefs  to  claim ; 
But,  let  them  paint  me  out  in  as  invidious  and  defpi- 
cable  colours,  as  they  pleafe,  whatever  any  of  them  can 
pretend  to  boaft  of  and  value  themfelvca  upon,  1  alfo 
(though  it  may  feem  to  be  fooIUh)  can  talk  at  as  high 
a  rate  as  they  ;  and.  boldly  compare  myfelf  with  them, 
in  every  thing  that  is  worth  mentioning,  in  their 
account,  or  yours. 

22  As  co  external  privileges  according  to  the  flefli, 
(wr*  x 8.)  are  they  of  Jewijb  extract  by  birth,  in  dif* 
cinftion  from  profelytes  of  other  nations  ?  and  are  they 
fuch  as  ufe  the  Hebrew  tongue  in  their  fynagogue  wor- 
ftiip  in  diflinSion  from  Helhnifiic  Jews,  (fee  the  note 
on  John  xii.  ao.)  that  perform  it  in  Greet  ?  I  likewise 
am  fo,  both  by  father  and  mother’s  fide,  and  have  al¬ 
ways  ufed  the  fame  language,  being  a  Hebrew  of  the 
Hebrew's*  (Phil-  in*  5*)  Are  they  defeended,  not  from 
Efau,  but  from  the  beloved  Jacoby  (Mai*  i,  2*)  who 
was  honoured  with  the  title  of  Ifrael*  in  token  of  the 
power,  which,  as  a  prince,  he  bad  with  God?  (Gen* 
xxiiu  1 8.)  I  alfo  am  an  lfraelite,  of  the  tribe  that  fprung 
from  his  beloved  Benjamin ,  (Phil*  iii.  5*)  which  is  no 
mean  tribe.  Are  they  the  natural  ofF-fpring  of  the  fa¬ 
mous  Abraham*  that  friend  of  God,  {2  Chron *  *1*7*) 
to  whom  he  promifed,  to  be  a  God,  and  to  his  feed  af¬ 
ter  him  in  their  generations  ?  (Gen*  xviii.  7,  9*)  I  alfo 
am  of  the  feed  of  Abraham*,  (Rom.  xi*  1,}  and  fo  I 
have  as  much  room,  at  leaf!  to  boaft  of  all  thefe  privi¬ 
leges,  as  any  of  themfelves*  ( Phi L  iii.  4,  5.} 

-  23  And  as  ro  things  of  dill  far  greater  worth  and 
portance ,  relating  to  the  gofpel  Hate,  do  they  boaft  that 
they  are  rainifters,  who  preach  C brill,  and  are  com* 
miflioned  and  owned  by  him  ?  Admitting  that  this  were 
true,  though  there  is  plain  evidence  to  (he  contrary,  I 
(to  fpeak  once  more  with  an  appearance  of  folly)  am 
really  the  fervant  and  apoftle  of  Jefus  Chrilt,  to  a  fu- 
perior  degree,  in  my  extraordinary  com  million  and  qua¬ 
lifications,  and  in  preaching  his  uncorrupted  gofpel:  In 
teftimony  of  this,  1  (hall  at  p refen t  only  appeal  to  what 
God  has  called,  and  enabled  me,  more  than  any  of  them 
to  do  an d  f offer  in  the  canfe  of  Chrifll  have  been  more 
frequent  and  abundant  in  toils  and fatiguesand  more ex* 

tenfi  ve 


22a  The  fecund  Epijile  to  the  Corinthiass  parophrafed.  Ch.  xu 

porei  in  bbmir*  tenGve  and  indefatigable  in  minifteria!  labours,  than  anyof 
molt  abundant,  them .  ^nd  over  and  above  all  that  they,  el'pecially 

weifcn^  in  pd-  thofe  who  plead  for  circuit)  ci  lion  to  avoid  being  perfo 
lins  more  fre-  cuted,  {Gal.  v.  ii,  and  vi,  ri.)  can  pretend  to  hate 
quent,  ia  deaths  for  Chrift,  1  have  bore  innumerably  more  ftripej 

*ft*  than  any  of  them  for  his  fake,  and  for  profefling  and 

preaching  his  pure  gofpel :  I  have  been  oftner  clapt  up 
in  jails,  than  they  have  been :  And  I  have  very  fre¬ 
quently  been  in  imminent  danger  of  death  for  aliening 
the  caufe  of  my  great  Lard;  as  to  in  ft  a  nee  in  a  few 


14  Of  the  Je  ws 

fire  time*  receiv¬ 
ed  I  forty  firipts 

favc  one- 


ij  Thrice  vas 

1  beaten  with 

jrodi,  one-  was  I 
ftonwl,  thrice  I 

iuJFcred  ftiip  ^ 

wreck  ;  a  night 
and  a  day  I  have 
fcecu  in  the  deep; 


particulars, 

24  I  have  gone  under  the  tafli  at  five  different  times 
by  the  Jtw9  who  have  ftill  power,  under  the  permiffion 
of  the  Roman  governor  to  iuftitt  corporal  pumlbmenrs, 
though  not  unto  death,  unlefs  it  were  under  the  infpeo 
tion  and  prefidency  of  the  Reman  governor  * ;  in  all 
which  fco urging?  1  received  thirteen  ftrohes  with  a  whip 
of  three  thongs,  which,  in  all,  made  thirty' nine  Gripes, 
the  taw  of  Mtfts  obliging  them  not  to- exceed  forty,  in 
puni flung  offenders  +,  ( Deut *  ixv,  3,) 

2j  At  three  different  times  one  of  which  was  at 
Philippi*  [dels  xvi*  23,)  1  have  been  whipped  with 
Roman  Officers  :  (See  the  note  Ails  xii u  25.)  Once  I 
was  (toned  by  the  mob  at  Lpfira^  through  the  Inftig^ 
tion  of  the  Je wst  till  I  was  thought  to  be  dead,  (AHs 
xiv,  19, J  though,  juft  before,  the  people  of  that  City 
could  (caret  be  remained  from  adoring  me,  as  a  God  : 
( ver*  1 1 — 18.)  Thrice  have  I  been  caft  away  hy  fliip* 
wracks  ( >  in  one  of  which  I  was  toffed  about  by  the 
waves  of  the  fca*  in  the  utmoil  danger,  upon  a  part  ef 
the  wreck,  for  a  whole  night  and  day  together,  before 
I  could  get  alhore* 


NOTES, 


*  Set  the  notes  on  ABs  vj,  i*,  and  xatv-* 
9*  from  whence  it  may  appear  that  the  rea- 
tfhn,  why  thcapoftjc  Pool  did  not  plead.  hit 
privilege  v  a&  a  Ron.*snr  when  he  wasfeourg^rl 
by  rhe  Jmj,  as  he  did  when  the  magiftnres 
at  PyAiffh  »nd  LyJUs  the  chief  captain  atjf- 
r^/4»Vwj  ordered  him  to  he  icourgcd,  Aft  5 
xvi-  ii,  17.  and  xiriu  i*.,  15,  was,  becaufe 
hr  profeded  a  fthjvclfon  to  the  political  law* 
of  the  Jr&ti  and  the  Romans  allowed  them 
the  ui~c  of  their  own  laws. 

t  giving  j:i  account  of  this  pa* 

jvihment,  fays,  .it  was  wiih  forty  ftripcs, 
/live  one.  (Vid.  Astiq.  1,  iv*  c*  v;iL  ft*-  u,) 
Eut  CuivfUt  Ejiius*  and  others,  fpea  ic  uf  this 
un  inftance  of  the  Jews  altering,  and 
king  from  the  la*  of  Gntl*  by  their  tradt* 
lions*  However,  the  apoiile  mentions  this 
number  of  fir  pcs  to  flicw*  ihat  the  Jews 
wrre  as  ft  ten:  upon  him,  as  they  poi!ibly 
eo-uld  he,  confident  *iih  thrir  tftib&hcd 
end  '-m  And  that  they  ufed  to  inflUt  this 
p:’ nidi  doc  nt  with  a  whip  cf  three  cords.  See 


Hammond  oq  the  place,  and  Jinjworjb  on 

Dttti  XXT.  j- 

|  We  have  no  relation,  in  the  Aft j  of  the 
grealeft  part  of  the  fuflermgs  which  the  a- 
pottle  recites  \a  theft  verity  :is  being  forced 
co  it  by  his  enemies.  But  they  arc  not  *1  ail 
the  left  to  be  credited,  as  red  fafts :  For 
1  jukt's  hiltojry  b  very  thort,  and  is  principal¬ 
ly  of  fafts,  which  hthiuiftlf  was  an  eye-wit- 
nefs  to;  and  it  cannot  be  fuppoiid,  but  that 
many  trouble*  befel  the  apoitle,  which  are 
not  recorded  in  that  hiltory;  rhoogh  his  mo- 
deft y  ert nee jlctl  them,  till  hethoujtftt  hlrah  jf 
under  a  neceffity  of  deebriug  them. 

||  Thefc  fhiptvreck$  were  all  cltflcrcnt  from 
Ihai,  which  we  have  sto  account  of  in  A^s 
xavii  1  For  that  was  not  till  after  the  apouie 
bid  w>\e  this  epiflle.  And  iht  V.kc  may  tie 
ohferved  of  the  Jt-jrs  lyin^  in  wait  i'er  him. 
Aft i  kx*  r-  and  of  the  uprure  avJtT&f 
A£is  xxi  ay,  *nt  Neither  of  thotc  ciiirs 
for  the  fame  rcifon,  can  be  lndiukd  !n  tW 
perils  hy  Aij  iwrt  wnirjmin^  which  ai \r  refti- 

rerl  to  utr.  itf. 


id  In  journey- 
irj  often,  in  pc* 
iti *  of  waters,  m 
peril-  nt  robbers, 
ui  jjerib  by  iriffe 
fir*  own  try  men, 
In  penis  by  ihe 
hriirhed,  in  perils 
jnihe  city*  in  pe^ 
rib  in  the  *iMcr* 
i»tf*p  in  prriln  iff 

ik-  ka,  in  Peril* 
anmng  falfe  bre* 
tinea ; 
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* 

26  I  hare  often  travelled  about*  from  one  country  to 
another*  preaching  the  gofpel :  (Ram.  xv.  jy.)  and  in 
fcYcral  of  thofe  journeys  have  been  in  extreme  danger* 
fometimes  by  floods  that  were  out*,  or  by  rivers  that  I 
have  been  obliged  [to  pafs  through:  At  other  times  I 
have  been  in  great  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of 
highwaymen*  that  infdt  the  roads  ;  at  others,  in  dang* 
per  of  being  raurthered  by  my  own  countrymen*  the 
Jews ;  at  others*  in  danger  of  as  bad  treatment  front 
the  uncoverted  Gentiles ;  {Afts  xvi.  19 — 24.)  at  others* 
in  danger  from  outrageous  men  in  one  or  another  city* 
as  particularly  at  Epbefus  3  (A£ts  xix.  29.)  at  others*  in 
danger,  when  travelling  through  drib! ate  places*  of 
being  let  upon  by  ruffians  that  lay  in  wait  for  me*  or 
of  being  devoured  by  wild  beads*  or  of  fall  log 'down 
precipices*  or  into  other  mifchiefs  :  Ait  other  times*  I 
have  been  in  danger  of  peri  filing  by  ftorms  and  tern- 
pefts,  or  by  pirates,  in  voyages  at  feu  \  and  at  others* 
in  danger  of  being  betrayed*  infulted*  and  mobbed* 
through  the  treacherous  management  of  Tome*  who 
pretended  to  be  Chriftian- converts*  but  were  not  foin 
fincerity  and  truth  ;  and  efpecially  of  thofe  falfe  bre¬ 
thren  of  the  JewiJb  fort,  that  are  enemies  to  the  purity 
and  liberty  of  the  gofpel  {Gal  iL  4.) 

27  I  have  alfo*  in  profecurion  of  my  Lord  and  Ma* 
ftcr*s  work*  undergone  the  molt  fatiguing  and  painful 
fervices  by  day;  and  it  is  no  unufual  thing  for  my  nacu- 
ral  reft  and  fleep  to  be  broke  by  night;  (ASs  6z$t  vi. 
and  xx.  11*  31*  and  2  Thtjf.  iiu  8.)  at  other  times*  I 
have  been  diftrlTed  with  hunger  and  thirft,  for  want  of 
proper  and  fe a fon able  rcfrelhments;  (chap,  vi*  5*  and 
t  Con  iv.  and  it.}  and*  very  often*  I  have  not  only 
been  forced  to  fall  for  a  conflderable  time  together*  as 
having  nothing  to  eat,  hut  have  like  wife  voluntarily  ab* 
ftained  from  ufual  reports*  with  a  religious  view :  And* 
at  other  times*  have  I  been  expofed  to  the  fe  verities  of 
weather*  without  fufficient  doarhiag,  to  keep  me  warm 
or  to  defend  me  againft  it*  (1  Con  iv.  1  j.) 

2 8  Betides  all  thefe*  with  many  other  fore  troubles 
relating  to  the  B^dy>  which  I  have  been  exercifed  with* 
in  my  zeal  for  propagating  the  gofpel  of  Chrift*  there 
are  other  touching  trials  of  a  fpimual  nature*  that 
have  more  immediately  affected  my  foul\  fuch  as  the 
multiplicity  of  butinefs,  which  daily  crowds  upon  me 

relating 

NOTE. 

4  One  or  other  of  thefe.  dangers  by  vuiifrs  of,  at  the  clofe  of  this  v^rfc,  arc  fufffcred  Iff 
in  tnnEliug,  feemi  to  be  referred  to,  in  dil-  /w* 
iln^spn  frQhi  their,  *h£ch  the  apoflkfpcuks 


17  to  wcati* 


30 J  painfili- 
THiVo  watchings 
Olrcn,  in  hunger 
and  thirft,  in 
tutijijs  often,  iti 
cold  and  naked' 
udk 


1?  Refnkv  thofe 
rlt^5  tlui  are 
without  ,  that 

which 


a8 6  Thefte»nd  EpifiU  to  the  Corinthians  paraphrafecL  Ch.  iu 


which 
upon  me 


Cometh 

daily, 
the  care  of  all  the 
churches* 


ip  Who  isweak, 
ind  I  am  not 
M-cak  ?  who  U  of* 

fended  and  I 
born  not  1 


jo  tt  I  mull 
needs  glory, I  will 
glory  of  the 
things  which  con¬ 
cern  mine  infir¬ 
mities. 


relating  to  all  the  churches  of  Chrift  ;  and  the  anxiety, 
thoughtfulnefs*  and  concern  of  my  mind,  together 
with  my  earned  prayers  and  endeavours,  for  their  puri¬ 
ty,  peace,  and  profperity,  prefervatlon  and  encreafc, 
and  for  re&ifying  what  is  amifs  in  them,  and  helping 
forward  their  education  and  comfort,  by  fending  them 
fuicable  afiiftants;  {chap,  vm-  22.)  as  alfo  by  writing  to 
them,  whether  I  have  been  personally  acquainted  with 
them,  or  not,  {Col  ii.  r.)  but  efpecially  thofe  churches, 
which  have  been  planted  by  my  iniaiftry.  [Chap*  vti-  5, 
and  AEts  xv.  36.) 

29  What  member  of  any  church  of  Cbrift  is  afflicted 
in  body  or  mind,  or  is  weak. in  grace  and  fpiritual  at¬ 
tainments,  whom  I  do  nor  tenderly  and  affirflionatcly 
fympathizc  and  mourn  with,  and  do  all  I  can  to  relieve 
as  far  as  I  know  the  cafe  ?  Who  among  them  is  ever 
{tumbled  and  in  danger  of  falling  from  the  faith  and 
hope  of  the  gofpel,  without  my  heart’s  burning  with 
grief  and  godly  jealoufy  for  him,  and  with  holy  real  to 
encourage,  fortify  and  recover  him  ? 

30  Since  mine  adverfaries  con  ft  rain  me  to  do  fome- 
thing  that  looks  like  boa  (ling,  I  rather  choofe  thus  to 
glory  in  my  fufferings,  hardlhips,  persecutions,  and 
reproaches,  which  are  matter  of  humiliation  and  af¬ 
fliction  to  me,  but  give  the  faireft  opportunity  for 
Chnft’s  ftrength  to  be  manifefted  in  my  weaknefs, 
{chap*  xii*  9,  10*)  than  in  my  high  privileges,  and  the 
great  things,  which  he  has  done,  by  me* 

31  And  as  to  all  the  fore  mentioned  i  a  fiances  of  my 
fufferings,  dangers,  and  trials  for  Chrift,  though  they 
may  feem  to  be  incredible,  and  ye  may  be  inure  ft  ran* 
gers  to  many  of  them,  I  folemnly  appeal  to  the  ever 
blefled  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefiis 
Chrift,  whofe  1  am,  and  whom  I  ferve,  and  who  has 
gracioully  fupported  me  under  them,  and  carried  me 
through  them,  that  I  have  not  gone  one  ride  beyond 
the  truth,  in  the  fummary  account  I  have  given  of 
them* 

32  1  Ihall  only  further  add  one  well  known  particu¬ 
lar,  which  bcfel  me  toward  the  beginning  of  my  mini- 
(try,  and  by  which  ye  may  eafily  imagine  what  a  fuf* 
feting  Rate  mine  hath  been  ever  Once;  and  that  is. 
When  I  preached  at  Davmfcus^  the  governor  of  that 
city,  who  was  fet  over  it  by  Aidas  *,  the  King  of  A - 

rabut 

U  O  T  E, 

•  Jtftphut  fpeaks  of  Aretes  as  king  of  A -  an  account  in  xiv*  j.  And  this  jfma; 
rahifl  Pttrsfiif  and  as  the  fat  her  *i n-U\v  of  ffe*  at  the  fume  lime,  kiajr  of  Svr;tt  a:' 

f /ie  Tttrachy  w  ho  ft  daughter  he  had  nnr-  which  DtiftAiuK  was  a  chief  city,  g^mivd 
tied,  but  afterwards  put  away  for  l>y  a  prefeft  under  him*  Vitl«  Gr?h  ifl  kv 

his  brother  Fhillp\  nifrt  of  tv how  rc  b&W 


31  The  God 
and  Far  her  of  our 
Lord  Jefo  (Chrift, 
which  is  bkftcd 

for  evermore  , 

knoweth  that  I 

UiA, 


U  ^  Damaf- 
cu$  the  governs* 
under  Aretaj  the 
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rabia  and  Syria  it  bemg  under  his  jurifdi£tion,  was  fo 
incenfcd  agaiuft  me,  that  he  ordered  the  city  gates  to 
be  (but  up,  and  fir  icily  guarded  with  watch  and  ward, 
to  prevent  my  flight ;  he  having  refclved,  if  pofEbfc, 
to  feize  me  and  take  away  my  life,  ar  the  dcfire  of 
the  Jews  ,  who  t hi r fled  after  my  blood  ;  {J6is  ix-  23, 
24*)  But  they  were  defeated  in  their  cruel  defign* 

33  And  the  Lord,  who  knows  how  to  deliver  the  god¬ 
ly  out  of  temptation  t  (2  Pet*  11*  9,)  put  it  into  the 
hearts  of  my  Chriftun  friends  to  let  me  down  in  a 
bafket,  from  a  window  of  one  of  the  houfes,  that  flood 
oq  the  city  wall ;  and  fo  by  his  wonderful  providence, 
1  narrowly  efcaped  tire  fury  of  all  mine  enemies  there  i 
(dfls  ix.  25*)  and,  according  ro  our  lord's  own  direc¬ 
tion  in  cafes  of  perfeciuion,  (Matth*  x*  23-)  I  flew 

oiu  0f  their  hands  to  other  places,  where  I 
might  have  opportunity  of  preaching  the  gofpcl :  And 
having  attained  help  of  God*  I  continue  to  this  dau 
(A£b  xxvi.  22.) 

RECOLLECTIONS* 

How  felicitous  are  the  femnts  of  Chrift,  that  the  people  committed  to  their 
nre  may  not  be  deceived,  and  turned  afide  from  the  punty  of  the  gafpd,  by  the 
hibtiltv  of  Satan  and  his  inftruments  !  And  bow  fain  would  they  pnefent  them 
all,  as  a  chalk  virgin  to  Chrift  l  For  this,  when  the  circumftancea  of  things  rc- 
■qutre^  and  admit  of  it,  they  cheerfully  quit  their  claims  to  maintenance,  ami  un¬ 
dergo  the  greatest  toils  and  labours,  hardihips  and  dangers  :  And  as  God  inte- 
nAs  himfelf  m  their  p  refer  vatfon,  that  they  may  eleape  the  hands  of  their  ene¬ 
rgies,  as  long  as  he  has  any  thro£  lor  them  to  do ;  fo  it  is  their  higheft  ambition 
to  approve  themfelves  to  him  in  .all  their  miniftrations,  and  to  he  made  ma- 
nifrft  In  the  confcienccs  of  bis  people,  as  fuch*  They  feek  not  the  honour  of 
men ;  though  fometimes,  to  fupport  their  public  character  and  ufrfulnefa,  again  ft 
the  calumnies  of  their  enemies,  they  are  obliged  to  fpeak  with  fuch-an  air  of  felf- 
rommemlation,  as  would  otherwise  be  juflrly  deemed  weak  and  foolifh*  How* 
mr,  if  they  mu  ft  needs  make  a  fhew  of  boafttng,  they  rather  chnfe  that  it 
Jhoutd  be  of  their  fdf- denials,  fuBerings,  and  reproaches,  for  Chrift  and  the 
gofpers  lake,  to  keep  them  humble,  than  of  their  gifts  and  attainments,  to  feed 
their  pride  and  vanity.  But  how  different  is  the  temper  and  management  of 
tbofc  falfe  pretenders,  that  put  on  Tpccious  appearances,  as  if  they  were  angels 
of  light,  orminifters  of  Chrift  and  of  righteoufnefs,  while  in  reality  they  arc 
vain  boaftm,  and  deceitful  workers,  that  make  a  prey  of  the  people,  and  excr- 
rife  a  haughty  and  oppr&flive  dominion  over  them  J  How  carefully  fhould  all 
fudi  be  guarded  againft,  contemned,  and  avoided  l  But  how  worthy  of  high 
etteem  are  thole  that  imitate  the  great  apofUc  in  labours  and  fufferings  for  Chrift, 
fcy  fra  and  land  ;  by  night  and  by  day;  m  city  and  country ;  by  open  enemies 
and  felfe  friends ;  in  fympathy  and  tenderoefs  toward  the  weak  and  affiidted  ;  m 
aiijtiety  of  mind  for  thofe  that  are  apt  to  be  offended,  and  to  revolt  from  the 
faith  and  hope  of  the  gofpel;  and  in  a  daily  .care  and  concern  for  all  the  churches 
<>r  the  faints  ;  And  what  a  noble  example  nave  the  churches  of  Macedonia  fet  us* 
is  their  liberal  contributions  for  promoting  a  gofpel-miniftry,  and  the  common 
came  of  Chrift,  among  others,  as  well  as  them  ft  Ives  l 


klrjkcpt  theci- 

tv  of  the  Da  nr  a- 

* 

fccHdwith  a  pi- 
rilim,  (trfirotis  to 
ipprthmtcj  me  ; 


jj  And  thro1 

«  ia  a 

taski't,  was  r  fet 
d^un  by  the  wall, 
Mil  cfclJKXi  bis 
buc& 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

b 

The  apoflle  goes  on  to  vindicate  his  authority,  by  the  extraordinary  re* 
v elation  that  had  been  made  to  him ,  thought  they  were  followed  with 
fame  humbling  ciramjlances  t  which  were  neverthelefs  improved  to  his 
fpiritual  advantage,  it — lo.  Shews  that  fevcral  eminent  figns  4 
an  apoflle  were  in  khnt  which  ought  to  have  encouraged  tie  Corin¬ 
th  tans,  to  fpeai  well  of  him,  without  bringing  him  under  a  neceffity 
of  feeming  to  boafl  of  them  himfelf  1 1»— j  ^  Declares  his  purpofe  of 
making  them  a  friendly  viftt  for  their  edification,  without  any  rr- 
pence  to  them ,  f  4^—19,  But  exprejfes  his  fear,  kfi  he  Jbould  be 
forced  to  ufe  fe verity  in  his  dealing  with  feme  of  them,  20,  21* 


Text. 

JT  it  sot  expe¬ 
dient  far  me 
doubt  left  to  glo¬ 
ry  :  l  will  come 
to  virions  and  rr- 
vclaxbns  of  the 
Lord. 


%  I  knew  a 
man  in  Clirift  a* 

bovc 


Paraphrase. 

F'  is  indeed  (**}  ordinarily  neither  fit)  nor  decent)  nor 
any  way  profitable  to  myfelf,  to  fpcak  highly  of  my 
privileges  and  enjoyments,  which  may  excite  fpiritual 
pride  in  my  own  treacherous  heart)  and  give  others  too 
great  an  opinion  of  me  j  (vcr.  6,  '].)  But  I  am  ander 
an  unhappy  neceffity  of  doing  it  for  your  fakes,  that  ye 
may  not  be  impofed  upon  by  thofe  that  vilify  me,  and 
want  to  prejudice  you  agalnft  my  miniilry  and  the  gof- 
pel  itfclf-  If  they  hoall  of  any  extraordinary  manifcfh* 
tions  of  God  to  them,  I  can  eafily  match,  and  go  be¬ 
yond  them,  even  in  fuch  things  ;  and  it  may  be  need¬ 
ful  for  you,  that  I  fhould  vie  with  them  therein  *.  I 
will  therefore  proceed  to  fpeak  of  divine  vifions,  and  of 
their  attending  fupernatural  fuggeftions  and  interprets, 
lions,  relating  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  vouch fafed  by 
him;  (Gal.  i.  12.)  but  to  avoid  envy,  and  all  appear¬ 
ance  of  felf-exaltation,  as  much  as  pollible,  I  (hall  on¬ 
ly  mention  one  remarkable  inftance  of  this  nature,  and 
that  in  the  name  of  a  third  perfon. 

2  There  is  a  certain  believer  in  Chtift,  or  one  uni- 
■  - 

ted  to  him  by  faith  f,  one  whom  I  very  well  knew,  and 

do 


NOT 

*  It  is  o«t  impToliablc  bat  that  the  fulie 
ipojllet  prcttndd  u>  imnwJ  rate  revelations; 
and  our  apoftlc  feems  to  refer  to  this,  as  the 
rcaJcn  of  lib  mentioning  wh^t  be  had  rcctiv- 
ed  of  chat  kind,  fiyiiif,  it  is  in  the 
Greek }  For  nr  ibtrtfert  I  vAU  Mitre 
y>a?)  to  tkJSobs  and  revchtloui  cf  (be  Lord* 

Vi fam  rijnify  external  representations,  that 

were  made  to  the  mind  by  loroc  ttotible  i- 
inagtss  iq  a  trance,  extacy,  or  rapture,  while 
awake,  or  in  a  fu  per  natural  dream;  the 
meaning  of  which  was  fometiiuc*  amt  umlcr- 
flood,  *s  in  the  cafes  of  Pharaoh's  and  ATo 

burhadaczzar'ii  dreams.  And  reveht wxt  fig* 
nifyj  not  only  divine  in  ft  ruction*  by 


E  S: 

di  die  inlpirot  ion ,  with  out  any  ftnfikle  manner 
of  conveying  them  ;  but  likewifc  the  divide 
interpretations,  that  were  given  (if  the  things 
exhibited  in,  and  together  with  ibe  virictK, 
as  in  ihofc  of  the  prophets  EztHct  and  1 
or  in  the  apnftlc  Peer’s  viG*n  of  the  Ihcct* 
And  it  appears  from  the  following  verier, 
from  other  accounts  of  the  apofile  PaaCs  vi¬ 
rions  and  revelations,  and  fmtD  the  derirn  of 
Liis  merit  ion  ing  them  here  to  confront  hL  c- 
nuniti,  that  thde  wtre  of  tins  fort. 

f  1  irtew  (wfa)  a  man  ja  Ciirifr,  nrnut 
well  be  rendered  in  the  yrefent  tenfr  here,  and 
ai  the  beginning  of  ver*  j,  as  it  is  in  the  tat¬ 
ter  part  of  both  tlRievvdcs,  what  it  h  iJAt 


t'St  *» 

di*  in* 

bwt  fourteen 
mrtagn*  (whe¬ 
ther  in  the  body, 
1  cmiwt  tell  i 
or  whether  out 
<*f  ihe  body* 
I  ciDQot  tell ; 

knovclh, ) 
fr'di  an  one 
Ca  :^ht  up  to  (he 
third  huvco* 


;  And  I  h^v 
ft;b  a  man  (nd:c- 
t-  rr  In  the  body, 
or  ou;  of  the  bo- 

ilv. 
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■ 

do  (till  know  ;  This  man*  upwards  of  fourteen  years  a- 
go,  was  peculiarly  favoured  with  as  extraordinary  a  vt- 
fion  as  ever  was  heard  off;  Whether,  a:  the  time  I 
am  fpeaking  of,  his  foul  reaijy  continued  in  the  tady* 
or  was  feparated  from  it ;  and  fo  whether  the-  feme* 
which  viftbly  opened  before  him,  together  vi:h  ih~ 
meaning  of  it*  was  only  in  a  trance,  likz  th  ir  of  /\  - 
Urt  (y/r/j  x,  io, — iG}>  or  whether  the  whole  nni:i*  fool 
and  body*  or  his  foul  apart  from  the  body*  was  ac!;> 
ally  earned  up  by  the  power  of  the  fpint*  or  by  the  mi* 
nittry  of  angels,  to  thr  glorious  world  on  high,  is  mors 
than  I  am  able  to  determine  'Which  ofthefc  was,  in 
fad*  the  cafe  is  known  only  to  Gee  ;  the  foui  itfclf 
having  not  been  fuffered,  in  that  particular  circurrftance^ 
to  be  certainly  confeious  uf  it.  liur,  br  this  as  it  will* 
in  one  or  ocher  ofthefc  ways*  that  happy  man  was,  m 
his  own  apprehenfion*  during  the  vifion,  taken  up*  hj 
a  wonderful  rapture*  to  the  highefl  heaven*  far  /bov*? 

the  aerial-and  the  flurry  heavens*  even  to  the  Kavca  of 
heavens,  ^ 

3  I  fay  it  again;  for  it  is  a  delightful  thought*  verv 
important  to  my  purpfcfe*  ami  w;:r:hy  of  obfervation*  I 
know  a  man*  who  was  thus  highly  boomed  c(  tho 
Lord;  but,  as  has  been  cbffrvcd,  whether  w#i-j 

all  that  while  united  with  his  bo.iy,  cr  whs: her  it  waa 
conveyed  out  of  ;hs  body,  like  a  fep^rate  fpirit,  rt>  the 

bK-eVd 


NOTES 


J tvnfltf  Nx  4t$a.  0  e. Sit ) 

Ami  as  thephrafe,  Chrijit  when  Jpokcu  ^f 
Ap.TjWj  at  *  ays  mtans  a  believer  in  Chitf, 

wane  umtta  to  him,  r«J!yt  or  p*o- 
fetfionaljy,  or  both ;  I  rather  prekr  ihi  *  i r,- 
UTprciauon  to  iher*  which  would  roa-vv  k  nf 
the  time  turn  ami  meaning  'nth  bHnj  in  tbr 
1$  <me  canted  out  of  himftlf  by  an  c*- 
Y.avrdhiary  ratline:  For  though  iz  t!:c  fii r t 
nciy  poflibly  fcdcc  in  this  icnic  Lu  Htv.  h  10. 
i;iJ  lvM  1*  the  o:dy  ph«s  alleged  for  it:  yft 
I  limit  no  paiijge  cr*  he  toimd  in  all  the 
Nr-vTertamfnt,  where  the  phr*ie  hi  Chrlj}  U 
of  that  Ji^niticition. 

f  Which  of  ibc  apnfllc'*  Ttfionf  rhis  refers 
i>  dtfputcd  with  uncertainty*  {S^c 
fylfotfun  1  t'cti'sQxfhrJjfUty.  Sar  that 

h  hlttifcff  was  the  liihjcft  of  it,  tlicogh  in 

mcKltfty  he  reprefenii  it  in  the  name  cT  a 
xtird p&fvn,  is  plain  fr^rn  his  covertly  apply- 
iag  it  to  himfetr,  wr.  6,  7,  and  it  ^ovlii  liot 
mherwift  have  been  anything  to  his  purpolc 
10  have  mentioned  It  at  ;1L  Ilowcver,  to 
prefer vc  the  decorum  oftldsdelj-jijeJ  oonee^I* 

incsir  of  his  own  concern  berthi,  )  I  avc  coo- 
riauul  the  paraphrase  a^:f  he 
ot  i  fhird  pcr:oUi  And  there  can  !)c  ao  i o 
Vv..  IV.  t 


pcopdry,  m  hh  (hi.:t^Sp^h?nifitr  t*v t  from 
th-;  Iviix.r  of  ihi^  ^up^miijral  voi.c' iiiejt:, 
ftii.c  &  itcarh-  n  por.  cmld  ni^kr  his 
f:iv,  j: :<)*  fi'r:Tr:n j  jyL  z>:~X  Cj  j 

t;*  ^  y  ;  A  I'!  . 


f  It  sertuid!y  wi  3:  Cod  l ^  p*c(ei-t 

diltupt  i.n  the  lin^ii^rlo  lii;  the  h-«!y, 
as  if  tl1'*  Ion!  wt rc  a b ft :Ti:  i?,  and  p:e- 

wi'ih  ihei:i ;  or  to  trail  ff^rt  b-^it  foiii 
aiul  lo.lv j  l:r  wWxi  ikit  he  jT  ;o  hc*- 
vtn  ;  or  to  jiive  the  ra»ioi:al  iout  ^  iep*r*t-j 
eKiiknec  in  the  vdeUi.d  r:j  ic* .  a  Ica^ 

Jijn,  An. I  i»  tlic  iiiean  M’hdc  t  j  prc!vf  e 

fiul  in  a  iui*-aaii.  y>  nvy,  ;o  ti  c  ;i,.dy. 

Cut  I;»kc  "lie  !i:r.:Tif  c-n  J  n  l 1  epn- 

titfve  whether  hU  u  ui  \l-.is  hi  (lie  ho;lvt  nr 
whether  faiiCj  or  lioth,  wc^'ictmAly  :n  hea¬ 
ven,  or  nnrT  :t  wouto  be  vain  cuihiLty  tor 
to  &o  flSc-ui  to  de-^m:ir;o  iu  Jtawcwr*  *e 
m^y  lie  fore,  that  fur  ap^it-iirTvlfil  the  tlmi  n* 

the*  b''dy,  c  pah!c 
of  cxiilingf  with  its  ihiiiKuig  powers  in* 
fcparatc  othtt  wlC.  he  could  not  have 

I-totJ  at  any  kfs  to  kEtouf,  wlnlk  rk  in  this 

divine  \jrnm,  h:s  i\tul  tx-niiuvcd  to  be  in  the 
body  vt  r.oi. 


zgo  The Jecoad Epijlle  to  the  CorINTHIAMS  parapbrafed .  Ch.  lit. 


I  canmt  ttli: 

w  r 

God  bhwwcrtx,} 


4  How  that  he 
was  em^ht  rp 
into  jwradilV,  and 
heard  - 

aMe  unrds,  which 

it  is  d«  few  fill 

for 


blcflcd  world*  the  throne  of  God’s  glory,  where  he  anJ 
angds  dwell,  is  a  point  which  I  cannot  decide,  it  being> 
for  fame  wile  reafons,  hid  from  me,  as  of  no  great  mo¬ 
ment  in  the  prefent  cafe ;  fince,  whichfoever  it  was, 
that  made  no  alteration  in  the  vifion  itfelf :  God  only 
knows  hov7,  or  in  what  manner  it  was  made  j  and  we 
may  be  contented  to  be  ignorant  of  it, 

4  AH  that  I  can  fay  with  certainty  is  *,  that*  in 
one  or  other  of  thefe  ways,  the  man  lam  fpeaking  of 
had  a  glorious  manifeftation  of  the  Lord,  like  one  actu¬ 
ally  token  up  to  the  feat  of  the  btdTed,  which,  for  the 
variety  and  fulnefs  of  its  pleafureand  delights,  may  be 
well  (lyled  Paradife^  in  allufion  to  the  garden  of  Ed£n9 
in  which  our  firft  parents  were  originally  placed,  for 
an  enjoyment  of  God  and  thcmfelves,  with  a  vaft  pro- 
fufion  of  divine  goodnefs,  before  they  had  finned  t  And 
there  he,  whom  I  now  intend,  had  a  clear,  intelligible, 
and  tranfporring  revelation  of  heavenly  things,  in  fuch 
unfpeakably  qjahed  language,  «***{*-.■}  as 

it  is  not  poflibk  for  a  man,  who  dwells  in  mortal  flefh, 
and  whofe  words  and  ideas  are  fo  cent  railed  as  outs, 
to  esprefs  in  all  their  force  and  fublime  meaning:  fo 
far  doth  the  language  of  heaven  furpafs  all  the  laws  and 


n  o 

*  I  do  not  fte  any  ncccflity  of  thinking 
that  ttsefc  were  two  different  raptures  and  v>- 
ficus;  though,  in  mi  <t  part  of  the  account* 
the  apoiUc  is  ft  id  to  be  caught  up  to  the 
third  be  in  the  other,  lo  paradtfrz 

For  toe  doicripto):*  is  in  all  ruhvr  retfpetts 
infi  the  fame  ;  and  the  whole  of  it  refers  to 
what  happened  ft&tecn  years  agaf  no  other 
tiin^  Utidif  riisiiUiint'd.  No/  are  thefe  differ- 
c:tt  cppdlaiions  of  she  place  *f  this  Eianftr* 
t:cm  a  ftifiic’ent  ohjcftjoa  it;  Vor  it 

can  ftaredy  be  fiip-poftri,  bm  thul  the  foul  of 
ilbtyi  was  ;n  die  ujird  heavep,  immediately 
after  his  ilcath  j  and  yet  he  ftid  to  the  peni¬ 
tent  Thief  on  ihe  cio&,  To-dwf  faatt  then  be 
vita  me  in  p^rtidtfct  (Luke  xxiii,  43.} :  an d 
lie  is  rspvclentrd  mv-v,  in  Ms  exalted  ftatc,  as 
the  Tree  tf hf ,  vhu  h  jj  hi  the  nidji af  the p*- 
radife  $f  GeJy  (Re-/.  l\*  7.};  anrj  the  ion  Is  of 
the  Jtmiyrs  are  ftid  fo  be  bfare  the  threat  cf 
tJcdy  and  fa  ferve  Hm  day  and  ttighf  tu  hit 
it  nip  ft  \  and  tie  that  fit s  $j;  ire  term?  Awe!  Is  a~ 
jjtwv  and  tie  La^by  Tirhick  U  hi  the  midjt 
of  tti  threw  >  tends  them  vat 9  livifif  fountains 
of  (Ker«  viL  rj,  tj*; — Though  the 

apufil  ;  (peaks  of  vifons  and  :tvefo:fons  \\t  the 
plunil  number,  vor.  r.  and  of  abun Jczec  ef 
revehfaitt ,  ver.  7.  ytt  tliofc  tsprHiioni  may 
only  re\etc  to  his  freaking  uu  th^  fu^jeB  of 
viirous  and  revdati^Jis*  on- of  thrmoft  emi¬ 
nent  of  which  he  would  particularly  inftancc 
in,  which  aifo  mi^ht  indude  many  things 


T 


powers 


that  he  then  faw>  and  were  then  revealed  to 
him;  but  whai  thoft  things  were,  that  tt-a? 
acquainted  wvh  in  heaven y  is  take u 

uo  notice  of,  xinlefs  that  he  ftw  and  heard 
in  p&radife  be  avowed  to  relate  to  the  third 
heaven;  and  fbrdy  the  waiter  able  words,  mto- 
tinned  in  the  after-part  of  this  vetft,  were  as 
likdy,  at  Icaft,  to  be  heard  in  the  third  hea¬ 
ven,  as  in  any  other  imagined  paradifc;  And 
were  weto  admit  that  he  was  caught  op  twice, 
that  could  not,  with  any  propriety,  be  called 
an  abna-htnee  of  revtbtrions,  unleis  it  be  fup- 
pofed  that  many  revelations,  or  revelations  of 
many  things  were  nvadeto  Mm  :n  fire  fcc&tbi 
viiions;  and  fo  It  may  he  as  welt  ac^ount^l 


for  br  vnCy  &*  by  live  raptures*  J  thouUl 
therefore  think,  upon  the  » hole,  th£tih-,> 
pofUc  <i digued,  hi  ihua  \ary]n^  the  phiaic, 

rather  toesu/^e*  rhen  to  eilablith  the  w>~ 
lion  of  the  JrtoiJh  J (if  t hat  notion 
bad  obtained  before  xhoft  darrs)  as  Though 
heaven  and  paradtfe  were  d'tJUnft  places  of  h* 
bode,  and  to  intimate,  that  hy  At  third  hea¬ 
ven  and  paradift  ii  meant  and  the  f  m.t* 
htdlcd  and  gh^rious  world,  where  God  as.  1 

the- Saviour*  and  ad  ill t  faints  and  argrii 
dwell  together,  as  the  Jcrrptnre  often  repre- 
fents  it,  particularly  in  Maitbr  yviiL  jo* 
Mart  xii*  aj.  John  xjr,  a,  and  nvL  iH, 
and  xvii*  gt  r^t  14.  and  /law.  v.  6 .  t4.  Uc- 
fides  many  other  padres  Uiat  might  be 
fenod  to. 


Clu  xu.  Tbe feconi  Epifile 

f:r  a  mao  to  ot* 


2pf 


f  Of  fuch  la 
DEC  *ill  I  gloiy ; 
r?c  of  myfclf  l 
will  1  tot  plocy^bot 
in  mine  infirmi¬ 
ties* 


ti  For,  though 
I  tvjuki  defire  to 
glory,  I  fhitl  not 
be  i.  fool;  for  J 

will  liythetmth; 
bit  n$iv  I  forbear, 
fcft  any  ixuu 
IhonSd  think  of 
me  above  that 
which  be  forth 
Die  ft  be*  or  that 
be  hearcth  of  mt* 


T  Ami  left  I 

fcould  be  exalted 
above  main  re  , 

ihiuugh  the 
baodante  of  the 
revelation^  there 
vw  given  to  me  a 
thorn  mthefldh> 

the 


powers  of  fpeecb,  that  arc  known  on  earth  ;  All  this  l 
am  fore  of,  and  may  be  the  more  firmly  believed  in  sf- 
ferting  it,  fince  ye  fee  how  frankly  I  own  my  ignorance 
of  what  I  am  not  fully  determined  in  my  own  mfod  a- 
bout. 

5  I  may,  and  will  fpeak  honourably  of  a  man*  who, 
in  fuch  viflons  and  revelations,  was  fo  highly  dignified, 
and  carried  out  of  himfdf,  and  furrounded  with  the 
divine  glory  ;  But  (*?}  I  will  not  fay  a  word,  that  looks 
like  bonding  of  any  thing  that  relates  to  myfclf,  aa  ccn- 
Gdercd  injnyfclf;  except  it  he  of  fuch  things  as  carry 
the  plain  marks  of  weaknefs  and  infirmity,  and  expofe 
me  to  the  contempt  of  others  ;  and  fo  tend  to  keep  me 
humble,  even  while  I  feem  to  mention  them  with  an 
air  of  vaunting:  Not  that  I  hive  no  room  to  fpe*k  of 
honours  and  privileges  conferred  on  me,  as  welt  as  of 
persecutions  and  reproaches,  that  I  endure* 

6  For  if  I  mreredefirous  of  enlarging,  with  an  often- 
tatious  appearance,  on  things  of  this  nature,  to  ;m(Ver 
fome  valuable  purpofes  \  my  miniftry,  I  fliouldnot  be 
juftly  chargeable  with  fuch  folly  and  vanity,  upon  that 
account,  as  I  might  fccm  to  be,  at  firft  fight,  and  2% 
mine  enemies  would  impute  to  me  :  For  as  I  fliouM 
have  no  occaftou,  fo  in  confidence  1  would  fry  nothings 
but  what  is  ftricfly  true,  in  ("peaking  even  ofthofc  thing*. 
But  I  fhall  at  preterit  refrain  from  mentioning  fo  touch 
as  I  might,  about  my  labours  and  futfrnngs  for  Chnft » 
and  efpecially  about  the  glorious  revelations  that  lie 
has  made  to  me,  left  any  one  (hon'd  be  induced  there¬ 
by  to  take  up  an  higher  opinion  of  me  than  he  ought, 
as  though  I  were  mare  than  a  mere  creature;  or  thin 
there  is  any  real  foundation  for,  in  what  he  fees  me  do, 
or  hears  me  fay,  or  in  what  reports  he  receives  concern¬ 
ing  me. 

7  And  left,  through  the  unwatchfulncfs,  vanity,  and 
treachery  of  my  own  heart,  I  myfelf  fhould  lie  lifted  up 
with  an  undue  and  unbecoming  conceit  of  niyfotf,  as  if 
I  were  better,  or  more  worthy  than  others,  been nfe  of 
tbe  extraordinary  height,  and  fiiperktive  greatnefs  (‘-TEr 
A***)  of  the  revelations  that  have  been  made  in  an  im¬ 
mediate  manner  to  me,  the  Lord  bimfelf  took  an  ef¬ 
fectual  method  to  keep  me  humble.  As  tbe  fharpeft 
trials  often  fiiccecd  theliigheft  and  fweeteft  enjoyments; 
fo  He  who  knows  the  imperfeftion  of  my  prefear  liate* 
and  what  danger  of  mifimproving  fuch  privileges  it 
might*  expofe  me  to,  better  than  1  do  myfclf,  wifely 
and  gracioufly  ordered  a  very  abaifing  affliction  to  bsfal 

me,  which  was  as  piercing  and  painful  to  me,  as  a 

T  i  thoai 


tnfc  mcflf.nri'r  of' 
fc  atari  to  Ivjtiftf 
ine,  left  I  iV^ouid 
be  cx^lud  utwvc 

fiirjure. 


fl  Forihisiljhig 
J  lie  lb )]  'j,h  t  litc 
Lord  t:iricp,  that 
U  depart 

frora  in^ 


p  A  ml  he  Cdil 

unto  me,  My 
grace  U  fuflkknt 
for  thee :  for  my 
firet!£ih  'U  rqade 
pevfeft  in  wcak- 
nds.  Mult  fctad- 


The  feccnd  Epi/tte  to  ih  Coeinteiaks  p&raphrafcd*  Cb*  lii- 

thom  is  to  a  man’s  flefli,  while  it  lyes,  and  caufes  fef- 
teriug'i  and  throbbmgs  in  it  *  \  and  which*  as  it  was 
i:i  ies  own  nature  very  dilirefEng,  was  as  though  anim* 
muriate  enmTaiy  of  iSatati  himlelf  had  been  fent  to  at* 

tack*  heat*  and  bruife  me*  yea,  which, 

in  efirft,  that  malicious  adverfary  was  permitted,  by 
his  in  fit  u  merits,  to  do;  he  deligning  ooibiug  but  evil 
agdnil  me  by  it,  while  God  meant  it  for  good,  and 
over-ruled  ir,  by  his  Spirit  and  providence*  to  prevent 
mybtiug  puffed  up  with  fpiritual  pride,  and  thinking 

more  highly  of  myfelf  than  bought*  on  account  of  the 
lingular  manifeftations  he  had  favoured  me  with* 

8  As  this  was  an  almoft  overwhelming  trouble  to 
me,  I,  after  the  example  of  my  dear  XiOrd  himfelfiu 
his  extreme  agony,  (Mattb*  xxvi*  39, — 44*)  earneftly 
befought  him  in  folemn  prayer,  as  he  did  his  father,  at 
three  diflintt  times ;  and  very  often  repeated  my  hum* 
hie  and  importunate  ad drefles  to  him,  that,  if  it  were 
his  biefled  will,  the  tempter  might  be  rebuked  and  re- 
J trained,  and  i  might  be  delivered  from  this  violent  af- 
ftndt  upon  me. 

y  And  though  he  did  not  fee  fit  to  grant  me  the  ve¬ 
ry  thing  which  I  fubmiflively  alked,  any  more  than 
his  F.ith-ir  did  to  grant  his  own  requeit,  that  if  fojfible 
bis  (nttcr  cup  might  pafs  from  him  $  yet  he  gracioufly  an* 
fwered  my  pnyer  iu  a  better  manner,  more  effectually 
to  my  help  and  advantage,  and  more  to  the  honour  of 
his  own  great  name,  than  if  he  had  j  as  his  Father  al- 
fo  did  hist  by  fending  an  angel  from  heaven  to  ftrength- 
cn  him,  (Laic  xxii*  43.)  and  by  carrying  him  through 
the  glorious  work  of  redemption;  He  faid  to  me,  Fear 
not  what  the  devil,  or  any  of  his  cmiffmes  can  do  3* 
gainft  you  ;  my  favour  ami  love,  and  the  gracious  af* 
finances  and  eon folat ions  I  will  afford  you,  are  .every 
way  fufiieicn:,  and  Ihall  be  cffe&uil,  10  fupport  you 
under,  to  can  y  you  through,  and  to  bring  you  off  with 
rich  improvements  to  your  own  foul,  and  with  victory 
and  triumph  over  all  the  dillicuiiies  and  diftreffes,  that 

lye 

T  JL 

of  Ltcxl,  and  were  tnke^  of  his  forfbki*'  t 
himj  iiiJ  fomething  of  ibis  kind  mi^hf  Ik 
permitted,  in  u  mom  ha  n  orjin^ry  rrvtnrier* 
Vi  b«  caft  upon  him,  for  keeping  him  humirlr, 
jyil  y fttrt  he  bid  received  fiich  peculiar  mam- 
Jfcftatlons  of  «raciotts  regards  tn  M:n: 

Ht:t  ns  the  apotlJr  has  m>r  us  vhar  riii* 
ib&rit  hi  ibe  mtjfc^cr  cf  SuAi*,  u\k, 

and  it  is  of  littJc  iunx-r^uct:  t>>r  115  Vs-o-*.* 

r 

it,  VrC  may  wc=l  bs  contented  to  drop  cl* 
rbut  inquiries  about  it. 


N  0 

*  it  U  very  uncertain  what  U  ov-aut  ky 

ll.is  fi  \n  ile }U0tt  =iJKi  the  tnrtjftijttr  $f  *V-/- 

Bs*: ,  whoever  it  were,  ir  iccnns  tube 

bciil  the  itpofUe  loon  alter 
the  glorious  rcvcLtiOns  bcnn'^mcntTcnt;^,  :o 
kc-.p  him  ijU-iiblc;  a  id  thc.xfoiv  1  CJimot 
hs  doj  that  ii  refer*  to  jny  hi- 
dity  detect  tJi^t  naturLily  at i emit J  him,  ?It 
rj.her  to  ifgtttt'v  tnuie 

wIulji  UU  advert  i 's  lolled  bin  ^hh,  on 
account  of  hss  gn-jt  futCrnugs,  as.thoujjli 
thc:c  were  incoxiLbECiit  uuU  tht  high  fivuur 


Ijr  therefore  ill  T 
i'4ihcr  gfory  in 
my  1?!  firming 
the  po'«r  *>f 
Crtriil  Bia.y  reLt 

me* 


On  lit  Ths  fecond  E fifth  to  the  Cor  in  t  hi  Ass  fantphrafed*  apj 

lye  upon  you :  For  my  power  is,  nru!  flvril  be  the  mere 
illuftriou/ly  djfplayed,  and  proved  to  be  pe:f:£i  in  theft 
happy  eflefls,  in  proportion  to  your  own  erter  inability 
to  produce  them.  H-iving  therefore  rt*ct*»vjd  this  fo> 
finable  aod  encouraging  anfwer,  which  I  have  found, 
suv I  doubt  not  hue  {hal)a]wav&  find,  robe  faithfully  and 

e  ■ 

■completely  fulfilled,  in  its  proper  tijne  and  wav,  I  w!!i 
rather  rejoice  and  glory  in  the  rcpio:tch*a  and  pi'r  ficti¬ 
tious  which  befal  me  for  Chrift’s  file,  {fee  the  note 
on  vet.  ic*)  though  I  be  ever  fo  incapable  of  myfeif  to 
bear  them,  than  be  difeo erased  at  them,  or  afraid,  or 
alhamcd  of  them;  that  the  all- fufficknt  peuver  and  grace 
of  Chart,  to  whom  I  made  my  addrefi,  and  cr-mmttted 
my  enufi,  (wr.  8*)  may  abide  with  me,  end,  as  1:  were, 
tabernacle  upon  me,  (#*ww*r*  it' j^)  iq  fu:  round,  Oli¬ 
ver,  and  defend  me,  and  to  fanctiiy  my  fore  ft  tribula¬ 
tion^  that  I  may  hz  enabled  to  bear  ;hcm,  v:\z\i  a!l  be¬ 
coming  fubminicn  and  patience,  humility  and  hopej 
and,  at  length*  may  be  more  than  a  conqueror  over 
them  all,  thro*  him  that  lias  loved  me.  (few*  v;ir.  37.) 

10  h\  this  refleflion,  I  not  only  endure  with  calm 

refignation,  but  even  approve  of,  and  am  well  plcjfifl 
with,  all  my  fufferings  for  Chuft  *  ;  3spar:icv.- 

hrly,  with  the  defamations  and  reviJings;  with  thg 
ftraits  and  wants  ;  with  the  malignant  and  moft  furious 
perfections  ;  and  with  the  various  difficulties  and  trou¬ 
bles  of  every  kind,  which  come  upon  me  for  profefTmg, 
owning,  and  pre aching  Chrift  and  iris  j;^rptl,  and  fir 
the  honour  of  his  name  :  For  when  by  thefi  menus,  the 
wcaknefs  of  human  nature  is  moll  JVit  at:u  fern,  zr\i  I 
appear  to  he  moft  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  o:i 
even  then  am  I  moft  of  all,  and  in  oft  feniibly,  /irons 

f  /  Q 

the  Lord)  and  in  the  power  of  his  might t  w.'A^firersgtk- 
ved  by  his  Spirit  in  the  inner  matt)  (Kph.  iii.  16*  and 
vi,  10.)  to  behave  with  holy  fortitude  and  courage  under 
themi  Gttd  zo  obtain  the  moft  glorious  victories  over 

them, 

11  In  fpeaking  fo  much  of  thrfi  thing*  wi-h  tin  sir 
of  filt-cotnmendarion,  I  indeed,  though  will*  great  re¬ 
luctance,  a£t  a  part,  which  is  generally  accounted  very 
foolifh,  and  which  were  there  not  the  moil  urgent  rea- 
fans  for  if,  with  regird  to  1  he  glory  of  God,  the  credit 
of  the  gofpclj  and  your  cfUblilhment  and  edification, 

really 

T  E, 

in  lh*z  place,  D^t  U* 
::j-  rh.K^  I-sv*  J  p^r- 


10  Therefore 

1  ukc  plcafnrc  in 
infirmiUef  ,  in 
rcprtMeh^s,  in 
ccfTnier,  in  per- 

jei'fllinn*,  in  dt- 
ftrellisf  trChufl’f 
l  ike  i  fort  when 
I  am  weak*  thca 
iuu  I  itiong. 


*  +- 
■  b  1  J  1 


ii  l  ?.m  be- 
cnxic  a  fwl  in 

glorying;  t-rhave 


fom* 


Uky  I 


N  O 

*  By  iVjfrrtft/iVj,  allslongin  rhU 
stri  cri^eMlv meant  /tftffTiwfff.  which  dwtre 

’  *  U  ~  m  m  r 

l  Jjrmj!y  ol  hum.:  n  nature,  as  h  is  :nhkvl '.£>  In; i  :j*  a 

ij  and btCi^Ti- s  cn^trr*:p,:iyc  t^'v  ,  V.^  V.u.v-.  .i’  m  ^iL  f[Hvk 

I- 1'  ami  nnu^Lc  <>f  it&lf  to  rkrm, 

<  iii  a  \ 


;rt  i\i£  i-  tiitn 
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compelled  me  : 
far  I  ought  \jt 
ha'/e  hren  com- 
mended  af  you  ; 
for  in  nothin? 

am  I  behind  the 

very  chicfcO 

though  I  be 


u  Truly  the 
rtgus  of  an  a  po¬ 
rt  Us  were  wrought 
among  you  tu  all 
patience,  in  lijjns 
and  uemUers  and 
mighty  deeds. 


i  *  "For  what  ii 

il  wherein  vc;  were 

■# 

■ 

w  ■% 

■- --N-  W 


really  would  be,  and  ]  myfelf  fhould  think  to  be,  very 
weak  and  Clly :  but  ye,  of  all  others,  ought  not  to 

blame  me  /or  it ;  becaufe  ye  yourfelves  have  con  {train¬ 
ed  me  to  it;  for  had  ye  been  juft  to  my  character,  an* 
fiverabla  to  what  it  has  appeared  among  you;  and  had 
none  of  you  fided  with  the  falfe  apoftles  that  have 
wrongfully  upbraided  me,  there  would  have  been  no 
occalion  for  me  to  have  fpoke  one  word  on  ray  own  be¬ 
half,  to  confute  their  calumnies ;  and  ye,  having  had 
fo  much  experience  of  what  God  has  done  by  me, 
ought  yourfelves  to  have  been  my  advocates,  and  to  have 
fpoke  honourably  of  me  and  of  my  labours :  For  !  may 
appeal  to  your  own  confidences,  that  T  have  not  only 
far  exceeded  ail  thofe  pretended  apoftles,  who  would 
miflead  you,  and  prejudife  your  minds  againft  me  and 
my  minifhy,  {chap*  xi.  21,  &c*}  but  that  I  have  been 
in  my  converfation  and  fufferuigs,  preaching  and  mira¬ 
cles,  and  in  the  fuccefs  of  my  labours  among  you,  e- 
qu;ii,  at  Ieaft,^co  any  of  the  true  apoftles  of  Chnft 
themfclves,  whether  Petert  or  others  that  ftandhigheft  in 
any  of  your  account :  Though,  after  all,  lam  free  to 
own,  that  in  myfelf  and  in  my  humble  account  of 
myCelf,  I  really  am  a  poor,  worthlefs,  infignificant 
creature,  not  fiiffktint  of  to  do,  or  fo  much  as 
think  any  things  as  of  myfelf  \  but  ail  my  fufjiciency  is 
of  GW,  and  all  my  fuccefs  is  from  him*  {Chap,  tii*  5. 
and  j  Cor,  Ui*  7.) 

12  Whatever  others  may  conceive  and  fay  of  me, 
or  whatever  I  have  been  to  them,  the  evident  proofs 
'and  tokens  of  a  true  apoftle  of  Jefus  Chrift,  were  un- 
queflionably  manifefled  in  the  things  that  were  done 
by  my  miniilry  among  you,  which  1  fulfilled  much  to 
your  advantage,  { chap *  iii.  z%  3*  and  1  Cor .  ix*  I*  2.) 
and  in  which  I  behaved  with  a  meek  and  fed  ate  com¬ 
mand  of  temper,  and  with  great  long-fuffermg,  under 
all  the  wants,  hard  (hips,  and  troubles,  that  I  endured 
in  preaching  the  gofpel  ro  you,  (dels  iviii-  i, — 13*} 
which  was  likewife  confirmed  by  all  forts  of  miracles, 
that  may  be  called  Jigns%  as  they  carried  the  plained 
marks  of  God’s  owning  me,  and  being  with  me ;  and 
may  he  deemed  wonders^  as  they  were  amazing  exer¬ 
tions  of  divine  power,  above,  and  againft  the  courfe  of 
nature;  and  may  be  ftyled  mighty  derds^  as  they  were 
productions  of  rhe  moil  difficult  and  important  effects, 
which  nothing  fliort  of  God’s  own  almighty  arm' could 
have  brought  to  pafs. 

13  For  as  to  the  benefit  which  ye  received  by  my 
miniftrations.  In  what  particular  in ftaoce  can  it  befaid, 

that 
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tr.ffi'iar  to  otbfr 
<H  vhcst  nccp* 
it  it  diar  T  tjivfclf 

H 

*:i%  not  Unrrira- 

feme  to  yon  :  tor- 

£iv-  me  this 
vrci^, 


r*  Behold*  the 

third  time  I  am 
ready  tj  c  rzc  to 
you;  and  )  will 
Ji*4  he  hurden* 
fom-  to  you ;  for 
1  feck  not  your?, 
but  you:  for  the 

child* 


th;it  ye  have  not  been  enriche.1  with  fpiriiu-jl  gifts  ami 
privileges,  as  much  ae  any  of  all  the  churches  of  Chtilt* 
whether  pUmcd  by  me,  or  foms  other  aixifUe  ?  Or 
wherein  hive  I  b*:en  warring  :o  you  more  than  to  any 
of  them?  I  am  perfuaded  rh;it  nothing  of  this  fort  can 
be  alleged;  unlcfd  it  ihouid  be  riiougue  a  piece  of  dis¬ 
dainful  partiality  in  me,  th.u,  while  1  received  mainte¬ 
nance  from  ocher  churches,  I  would  ukt  none  of  you 
If  any  Ihould  put  fttch  a  difmjjcmmus  conilj  uclion  up¬ 
on  it,  jr*,  inftead  of  being  influenced  by  them,  nuy 
well  pardon  aa  otniiTion,  ^rhicli,  on  the  contrary,  waa 
defigned  as  a  peculiar  favour,  every  tvay  to  your  advan¬ 
tage;  and  if  there  were  anything  wrong  in  thus  preach¬ 
ing  the  gofpd  freely  to  you,  one  woo  Id  think  it  a  wrong 
done  to  myfelf,  (i  Cor *  iv.  :*■,)  a:iJ  to  other  churches, 
(chap,  xu  7,  8,1  rather  than  to  you;  and  therefore  fine¬ 
ly  yr,  of  all  others,  mull  needs  pafs  it  by* 

14  Obferve  in  how  kind  and  friendly  a  manner  I  hn\Te 
always  behaved  toward  you;  I  have  thrict  f  defired,  de*. 
figned,  and  prepared  to  make  you  a  vilit;  The  firjl 
time,  I  had  the  plcafurc  of  accompli  filing  it,  when  I 
planted  the  gofpcl  among  you,  (d£ls  xviii,  If, — tl.ard 
1  Cor *  iii*  6-};  after  that  I  purpofed  feeing  you  again, 
but  was  prevented,  on  further  thoughts,  by  my  own 
tendernefs  toward  you,  left  I  fhouid  be  obliged  to 
proceed  wi;h  more  rigor  than  I  chafe  again  ft  fome 
among  you,  (fee  the  note  on  chap*  i.  23,};  and  I 
am  now  a  third  time  intending  and  getting  ready,  (f  ^* 

Cod  willing,  to  come  ere  lorg  jo  you  :  Ai  d 
as,  when  I  was  with  you,  I  took  care  rij.it  it  might  not 
be  at  your  exptnee;  fo  I  am  ftill  rcfojved  to  give  you 
my  labours  freely,  without  being  chargeable  to  any  of 
you ;  for  my  heart  is  fo  full  of  affection  to  you,  that  t 
do  not  defire  any  of  your  temporal  good  things,  to  !ei* 

ftn 


N  O 

*  pWffJW  me  /JK*  rows#,  is  generally 
thttipht  to  h^c  been  iptikcn  by  the  in 

the  way;  bat  Monficcr  /y^rjf  Unticr- 

rfatuft  him,,  as  ferioufty  exrufing  himfclf  on 
4mt  accmin»  i  beeaefc  ite  faithful,  at  U\H 
wtre  |i>  charitable  and  grateful  to  their 
Inchers,  rhat  they  were  grieved  if  they  did 
pet  receive  foncthing  frura  thesnj  cud  were 
ready  to  he  offended }  asth:nkfap  it  a  mark 

of  cs"impt  nrdififain,  U  Ahhe  Fkur .  Ec- 
def’  liilh  Lib.  ir  fee*  jo. 

f  As  far  t$  appears,  ihe  apoftic'had  been 
aheady  but  oircc  at  Ctri«£bt  an  account  of 
tthtch  wc  have  in  A tfts  xvitr,  1*  tic*  K«t  his 
journey  through  Greece o  n  d  TTi^n- 

cuicii  Aft?  m  1,  ;»  is  generally  conduced 

la  have  oeea  afesr  the  writing  ufilcs  cpultt  \ 


T  K. 


and  l:c  fp&Vs  nF  HU  next  conifng,  a;  the  fe- 
cottd  time*  chef.  xili^  utid  ^  UU  <J»  Tiring  to 
cotat  10  them,  Tha.t  rhey  li^ve  a  fte$K.i 

benefit,  chit.  i.  15.  *yhc  ^rtt  ilmetWsnfoit 
refrrs*  lu>c  no  the  lions  *y.  I  i>  Jwv:ng  been  ^c-- 
cti&Uy  whh  them*  Isul  <if  b-s  hiiviuif  imen-hx! 
it;  aud  us  it  icc^s  th^t  deii^n  of  making 
them  a  vifit,  wliich  is  mcuiion^l  cbspr  i,  15, 
arc!  t  f-V*  xvit  rrbtes  ti^ouc  and  the  Ikoij: 

tiorj,  be  uo^v  l^Ciks  of  JiiA  hiving  a  thirl 

rhnt  a  rc:cLu;i$'i  of  d^iri^  it,  vrhrch 

be  foun  after  wards  futt.Ucd.aA  maybe 


cd  from  Att*  *x  ^  5.  ao<]T  unite  J;e  u.ts 
Lhi-m,  lie  v,Ti?*.e  hi.-  to  the  JiV 

js  itppeuis  J^:  xvL  13.  See 

the  tKic,  ;tvI  xb?  pief^cc  to  c Hnt  e- 


+  -l|  >  *  1  i'  1  *  'A  C" 


'*1 


■  V*  \  AW 


2od  ff\b:;!-yvu  Uiis  place* 
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■  t 

xn. 


tfc,:  children. 


1 1  An  l  I  wVIl 

Vf  i'v  irJ.idiv  iL,:Ctul 

,  %?  r  “■ 

tn-1  be  it  4  it  for 

yo«3  the 

ntui-e  ahi,iiiU.nily 
1  love  you,  the 
left  ]  Lie  ta>«L 


ct>Udrc»  oi^-i.i  f,;n  you  in  them,  or  enrich  myfcif  by  them  j  but  s)l  that 
u..t  m  iiv  i>i*  for  j  feet,  and  aim  at,  i3  the  welfare  and  falvation  of  your 

,hr-  j  for  fi>ub:For  I  look  upon  you  as  my  fpiritua]  children, whom 

]  hare  inftrum  CIit2  llv  begotten  to  Chriftby  the  gofpsi, 
{i  Car.  iv*  15,)  amt  {ball  ever  treat  with  ail  paternal 
care  and  affection,  in  providing  for  you  fpiritual  bene¬ 
fit,  without  expecting  any  return  of  your  worldly  ful> 
ftance  ;  as  being  determined,  in  this  cafe,  to  fquare  my 
conduct  according  to  the  general  rule,  that  though  chil¬ 
dren  ough;  to  relieve  tlwir  tm'ejjilms  parents*  {Mark 
vii.  IC, — and  I  Tim.  v*  16*)  ;  yet  they  are  not  ordi¬ 
narily  obliged  to  lay  up  for  rhdr  parents,  as  though 
their  parents  were  moft  likely  to  furvive  them,  hut  it  is 
the  duty  of  parents  to  make  proper  provifion  for  their 
children,  who  maybe  fuppafed,  in  the  common  courfe 

of  natuic,  to  outlive  them. 

15  And  conquering  niyfelTin  this  relation  to  you,  [ 
will  cheerfully  fptrid  my  time,  (Irength  and.  labour, 
and  all  my  temporal  cafe,  honour  and  advantages,  and 
will,  with  picture,  Wear  our  my  life  irielf,  T*' 

^wv)  for  the  good  of  your  fouls  ;  even  though 
the  ungrateful  and  undutiful  return  I  Ihould  meet 
with  for  it,  were,  that  the  more  abundant  tender,  af¬ 
fectionate  ;nid.  djfmter died  love  I  have,  and  fhew,  to¬ 
ward  you,  the  lefs  I  Humid  be  refpe&ed  and  valued  by 
you;  yea,  though  ye  ihould  fo  (light  me,  For  my  pains, 
as  to  have  iefc  cftceni  of  me  than  of  thofe  that  impofc 
upon  you- 

16  Hut  be  this  as  it  will,  and  fuppofing  It  to  be  the 
fe  with  fome  of  you,  ye  well  know  that  I  did  not,  35 

1  lawfully  might,  put  you  to  the  charge  of  maintaining 
me,  but  punched  ihe  gofpel  freely  to  you  ;  Nevertfce- 
Jefc,  your  falfc  teachers,  who  are  deceitful  workers, 
(chap,  xu  13.)  iiividioully  fuggefl*,  as  though,  being 
an  artful  defining  man,  I  refufed  taking  any  thing  of 
you  myftlf,  that  1  might  under-hantUdly  draw  you  in, 
to  be  the  more  liberal  to  others,  whom  I  employed  a- 
n:cng  you  \  and  fo  by  a  cunning  fetch  might  get  the 
more  of  jou,  through  them,  for  my  own  ufe, 

17  But 

T  E. 

part  of  t’zic  verfe,  is  mr.m  zoned  as  the  ill* 
mturej  i'lgzdHnn  of  the  ;t|n>flJc*E  enrtn.tjt, 
and  not  he  iv^Iydid:  For,  other, 

uife*  tbcfciti  no  po^d  ouoncftion  in  wha:  K,- 
t here  adds  to  n;ndi:*?,!c  him&df;  buu 

<J-'rir»£  tliote  wfc*  an  anfWci  to  th*/r  - 

iunmies,  they  ate  ftrargly  ami  directly  in  ? 
ptirfK>fe;  nor  is  h  at  ill  fonfitlciU  will.  ].!-■ 
char.:'Ur4nd  nrofrllion,  chut 1.  h  u,  at 
to  fiij-ipoR*,  dial  he  redly  praft'f:-1 
■  rfits  *0  wtii  uj)  h*i  r u ^  €>ri ftiHj-jt. 


*6  Hut  licit  Jii, 
1  did  not  burden 
:  ikvciUhS- 

1  vuu  wicfi 

w  p 


ca 


V'  V. 


N  c 

*  ei;mr^or^  rotif.drr  tke  nfiok  r.r 

■ 

th  -«  vt?r|c  hi1  o:ij  Yb-iiiof  Uic  ujvnfrlo’s  ad- 

*s-.fhnM  kim;  a-.id  ro  the  ienu;  jk:rd$ 

thus;  i(  J^ut  fome  t!:at  thow-h  1  okl 

,f  noL  burden  y^-ii  y*:t,  a  cr^l- 

+  t  ■«  T  1  -  .  .  _  T  _  t-. 


ty  m-tn,  I  ht  Cfii^^yLrl  oih^i^  to  do  if* 
**  ki  have  o'-rr  yws.”  Tk.? 

W'iJi  (fr<3  te*)  Ji:tt  h-  f i  f&t  nwv  Itr.  in 

!■::*  rdVicncf,  tr  in  xh?.\  ^'ven  :ri  if'p  p.a- 
j  ttidcr  may  cho^je  he 

;s  T  Kilt  the 


’ii 


r  t-r 
i  J  ■  ■ 


J  1  j.  .  1  i  I  V 


it  Did  T  msk.c 

a  gain  of  you  by 
of  them 
inL**iw  I  tent  un- 

|-j  *roii  ? 


,9  I 
Turn,  and  aith 
kn  t  fcnt  a  bto- 
tf-cr;  did  Tilt**1 
iwte  a  gain  of 
ycu  ?  walked  we 
n-'t  in  the  fame 
fi  ;iii?  mlfsd 
n>r  m  the  lame 
rs: 
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17  But,  in  anfwer  to  fuch  groundlefs  and  un rights 
ou$  infinuations,  let  me  afir  you,  Did  I  ever  make  the 
lead  advantage  of  yon  for  myfelf,  by  means  of  any  of 
thofe,  my  fellow-labourers  in  the  gufpel,  whom  I  fent, 
in  my  abfercce,  to  be  the  helpers  of  your  joy,  {chap* 
i.  24*)  to  rectify  the  diforders  that  were  among  yout 
[ch+  vis.  6,  7*}  and  to  excite  your  charity  toward  the 
poor  faints  in  Judea  f  (ch.  viii.  6, 

18  Ye  know  that  I  tut  reared,  and  prevailed  upon  the 
beloved  Titus  to  come  to  you,  and  with  him  1  fent  a- 
uother  excellent  brother,  whofe  praife  is  in  all  the 
churches,  {chap*  viii.  6,  17,  18.  See  the  note  on  wr* 
j8,)  and,  when  they  were  with  you,  Did  Titus  and 
his  companion,  smy  more  than  1  myfeif,  take  any  thing 
of  you  lor  their  own  labours,  or  for  my  fubfittehce  f 
Did  we  no:  all  aft  with  the  fame  difinreretted  generoG* 
ty  toward  you,  like  perfons  conduftcd  and  influenced 
by  the  fame  good  fpirit  of  God,  and  by  the  fame  bene¬ 
volent  temper  of  mind  ?  Did  not  they  exaftly  follow 
my  example,  and  ail  of  us  agree  in  the  fame  meafwefi 
of  freely  doing  you  good? 

19  1  would  tffle  you  ag-iin,  Do  any  of  you  imagine, 
that,  in  alt  ihh,  I  only  make  fpecious  pretences,  by 
way  of  apology  to  you,  for  myfdf  and  my  brethren, 
that  we  may  gain  the  greater  credit  with  you,  forfome 
fmifter  ends  ?  or  do  any  of  you  think,  that  I  fent  Titus 
and  his  aJTociate,  (wr.  18.)  to  excufe  myfdf  from  co¬ 
ming  to  you  ?  I  folemnly  declare,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
all-feeing-God,  as  an  apofilc  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  a  be¬ 
liever  in  him,  that  it  is  no  fuch  matter;  But,  my  dear¬ 
ly  beloved  in  the  Lord,  what  1  have  done  in  this,  as 

j  *■ 

in  al!  my  ocher  behaviour  toward  you,  is  merely  to 
fupport  my  apcftolic  authority,  that  my  minillry,  hy 
the  hi  tiling  of  God,  may  be  the  more  fuccefsiul  to 
your  fjn ritual  edification. 

20  For,  as  I  himed  before,  ( chap *  1*  23,  24,  and 
ii.  E-)  1  am  much  afraid,  left,  whenever  I  may  have 
opportunity  ot  making  my  intended  vifir,  I  {hall  not 
find  you  ail  fo  orderly,  and  obedient  to  the  authority  of 
Cluift  in  me,  as  I  heartily  wifti  ye  were  ?  and  that  I 
{hall  be  obliged  to  exercifc  the  power  which  he  has  gi- 
ven  me,  in  a  fearer  manner  than  ye  would  willingly 
have  me:  {chap,  x,  2,  and  xiii.  jo,)  1  fear  led  I  {hould 
find  that,  through  hearkning  to  reducers,  there  are,  a* 
mong  lomc  of  you,  fierce  and  uncharitable  difputes' for 
viftory-fake ;  envious  rempers  and  talkers;  warm  and 
angry  pa  (Turns;  carnal  contentions;  reviling*  of  others 
behiiiJtf  their  hacks,-  ci^ndcllin^  frdndtrsj  proud  and 

haughty 


J9  Again  , 
t*  -rk  vou  th.\*  wc 

4 

cCafc  ourlelvcs 

Wto  W1I  1  ve 

fptak  before  God 
in  Quirt :  hut  w* 
A  *U  things, 
ucifly  beloved, 
far  your  edifying. 


1'or  T  fear, 
leil  *hen  I  co<n« 
1  ihail  not  find 
pu  fach  as  i 
utHiU,  acd  tbs!  1 
1w  fonml  ub- 
Cil  ff»U  lllcli  a*  \t 

r.oaid  nor :  kil 
*htte  U  tklutvSj 
wradi  % 
ft  rnes,  baefchit- 
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tig*,  tthifperings, 
,  tu  - 

pinks ; 


if  And  Left, 
« licit  I  come  a* 
grin,  my  Cod  will 
humble  flic  a« 
taong  yon,  md 

that  I  IbiU  be¬ 
wail  pi^ny  wVidi 
have  finned  al- 
roJy,  and  bvvt 
sol  reptfAteJ  of 
the  undcannefc, 
and  fomiraiioiT, 
and  laiciiura^ 
nds  which  they 
have  commiitcj* 


haughty  boaftings*  and  difdainful  infults  ;  and  a  tumul¬ 
tuous  carriage  one  towards  another*  This  has  been 
one  great  reafon  of  my  deferring  to  come  to  you  fo 
long  as  I  have*  {Chap,  L  23*) 

And  I  am  full  of  fears,  left,  when  I  come  to  yon 
again,  my  God  *whofe  1  am,  and  whom  1  ferve,  fhouiJ 
call  me,  not  to  glorying  of  you,  as  I  have  done  on  par¬ 
ticular  occafions,  {chap,  vii,  4*)  but  to  th  a  me,  for  row 


aud  abatement,  on  your  account,  in  feeing  the  name 
of  Chrift  fo  much  dishonoured,  and  my  labour  fo  much 
loft  upon  you  ;  And  left,  inftead  of  rejoicing  to  behold 
your  faith  and  order,  I  Should  be  called  tola  merit  and 
mourn  over  many  of  you,  and,  with  grief  of  foul,  to 
deal  fharpty  with  therp  who  had  been  guilty  of  very 
enormous  crimes  before  I  wrote  to  you, 
and  who,  notwithstanding  a)]  admonitions  and  reproofs 
in  my  former  letter,  and  by  other  means,  have  rio>  y*-t 
been  duly  convinced  of  their  tins,  nor  (hewn  any  in¬ 
genuous  remorfe,  or  /nicer*  repentance  for  them 
as  particularly  for  the  fliameful  adultery,  and  fornica¬ 
tion,  and  theimmodeft  words  and  aftions,  with  which 
they  have  defiled  themfclves,  directly  comrary  to  their 
C haft  1  an  obligations  nnd  profcfiion* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 


Whit  TidEffitndefl  art  there  in  the  Chriflian's  comforts  and  affl  rations  !  He  is 
fome times  lifted  up,  as  it  were,  to  the  third  heaven,  which  is  like  a  paradlfc  fbr 
all  delights,  and  unutterable  glories  ;  and  he  prefcntly  falls  under  the  bulftimgs 
of  Satan,  and  the  fore  ft  trials,  which  God  orders  and  over- rule*  to  prevent  fp:- 
ritual  pride,  left,  through  the  corruption  of  nature,  it  ftionld  rife*  ev^n  v\y-m 
the  ground  of  the  moft  di  It  ingui  firing  and  endearing  mafiifeftationa  of  divine  f  t- 
vnur.  How  eameftly  doth  the  believer  betake  Hmfilf  to  the  Lord  jefus  for  do 
Hverance  from  temptations  and  afflictions,  which  he  finds  to  be  more  than  h\ 
4wn  match  !  And  how  certain  is  it,  that  his  prayers  (halt  not  be  in  vain,  thy 
they  may  not  always  be  anfwrcd  in  the  very  thing  that  he  a  iked  1  A  prom  X* 
of  Chrift’e  grace,  as  fuffideni  for  and  of  his  ftrenpth,  as  to  be  made  pent  a 
in  our  weaknefs,  is  the  nobleft  fupport  under  every  difficulty  or  danger,  and  il»c 
befl  ftcurity  for  a  due  improvement  of  it,  and  for  victory  nnd  triumph  in  the  if- 
ftlc.  We  may  well  glory  in  thoCe  trials,  that  give  occafion  for,  and  are  attend¬ 
ed  with,  the  moft  evident  demon  ft  rations  of  the  power  of  Chrift,  as  rt  fling  t -ji¬ 
nn  us;  though  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  higheft  privileges,  manifdtatioris,  and 
menu,  wenre  in  ourfclves,  and  ought  to  he  on  our  own  account,  as  nothing* 
How  happy  is  It,  when  the  fervants  of  Chrift  can  appeal  to  him  for  the  hilarity 
of  thi  ir  aims  in  all  their  holy  mmiftratkms;  and  can  appeal  to  the  confcicoccs  "f 
therr  hearers,  that  the  figns  of  their  divine  ruiflionare  made  known  among  them, 
by  their  patient,  faith  tub  lender,  and  difmrerefted  behaviour;  by  the  good  fndu 
of  their  labours ;  and  by  plain  tokens  of  God's  being  with  them  ;  and  how  cheer¬ 
fully  will  they  fperid,  and  be  fpent,  for  the  good*  of  fouls,  and  do  all  things  vr 
their  edification,  whllethey  feck  not  thurs,  hut  them  ;  and  refolve,  by  the  gr.^-%- 
of  God,  to  per  ft  ft  therein,  even  though  the  more  they  love  them,  and,  lihep-i- 

IV!!I  > 


NOT  E. 

*  Tt  ftems  from  hoirc  that,  li>C  giriky  of  jniinmri-js,  to  ihr  of  th<  :f 

incefiu'ws  prribn  was  bought  tr»  repentance,  Iwly  profdlion,  ani  had  nut  yet  ic* 
t^ercwCTcoiWssruon*  them  ti^;  h*ib«n  churned. 
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h 

rots,  provide  for  thdr  fpirituat  welfare*  the  ItfstHry  were  to  be  Jwtd  of  tbeml 
How  defirous  Ihould  they  all  be  to  ad  under  the  influence  of  the  fame  divine 
Spirit*  and  with  the  fame  Chriftian  temper*  and  to  tread  in  the  fame  laodabk 
flrps,  in  purfuing  the  great  ends  of  their  iminftry  !  And,  aa  far  as  they  do  fo, 
how  ready  fbonld  their  people  be  to  encourage,  and  fpcah  well  of  them,  and  to 
Cite  ihctn  the  irV feme  1  afk  of  faying  any  thing  that  looks  like  fdf-applaiifr,  to 
vitiate  their  own  chambers !  But,  O  how  bumbling  and  grieving  is  it#  to  be 
so:  only-  themfeivcs  vilified,  hot  to  fee  their  hopes  Mailed,  and  their  labour  loft 
upon  thofr,  who,  snftead  of  anfwering  jwft  expectations  uf  yieklitig  cbedkuce  to 
the  authority  of  Cbrift*  tn  all  Holy  conversation  and  godltncfa,  are  guilty  of  fitch 
foudalous  enormit  ics  in  temper  and  behaviour,  and  continue  fo  impenitent  in 
them,  as  to  need  the  fevereft  animadvei  lions  upon  them  ! 


C  H  A  1\  XIII* 


The  apoffU  threatens  to  punifb  ohfiinatc  offenders  ^  at  his  next  coming 
among  the  Corinthians*  and  gives  the  rcafons  of  it%  i 6*  Prays 
for  their  reformation  to  prevent  it ,  which  would  give  him  the  great- 
cjl  plea  Jure*  7, — to.  And  concludes  the  epijile  with  a  jalutatim 

and  hencd'Jlhn>  1 i, — 14. 


Tixt. 
i;  rr  the  third 
time  I  am 


coming  10  you: 
je  *he  mouth  of 
uo  or  three  wk- 
jtti^rs  Jhall  every 
word  b c  efUblUh- 


1  I  told  yon 
tiixZi  acul  fore- 

cel 


PARAPHRASE. 

T  Am  now  a  third  time  deGgning  and  preparing,  as  has 
A  been  (aid  but  now,  { chap .  xii.  14,  fee  the  note 
there,)  to  vtfit  you,  and  corrcft  the  diforders,  which, 
after  all,  Dill  remain  among  you,  {chap,  1.  2.} ;  and  as 
our  blcifcd  Lord  d  ire  died,  [Mattb.  xviij.  16.)  in  church* 
proceedings  again!!  an  offending  brother,  that  in  tie 
mouth  of  two  or  three  wilneffei  every  word  Jbould  be  e- 
JtaiiiJbed  *,  according  to  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  law 
of  Mefisi  {Deut.  xvii.  6.  and  xir.  15,)  fo  thi  notices 
and  warnings  I  have  given  you,  in  my  former  epiftle, 
(chap.  iv.  19,  21.)  and  now,  once  and  again  in  this,  of 
my  refolution  to  come  and  chaftifeobftinate  delinquents ; 
and  SoflhenePs joining  with  mein  the firft epiftle,  {chap, 
i.  1.)  and  Timothy's  in  this,  {chap.  i.  I.)  are  all  the  pre¬ 
vious  admonitions,  that  are  neceflary,  and  may  as  ful¬ 
ly  allure  yon  of  what  ye  are  to  expedl,  ns  if  it  had  been 
depofed  by  two  or  three  credible  witneffes,  vivavoce* 
in  any  court  of  judicature  what  foe  ver. 

2  In  my  firft  letter  I  threatened  what  1  would  do,  and 
now  again  repeat  it  to  you  beforehand,  which  (hews 
how  unwilling  l  am  to  proceed  to  extremities,  if  it  be 

pofiible 


NOTE, 


*  Here  firms  to  be  a  ir.ofl  dirtR  refer  cnee 
toGm/Tf  order  afctut  the  mcihod  of  pro- 

crtH'mgwith  church*  members  that  have  giv¬ 
en  offence,  Matth.  utiiL  rj, — m  Eut  a* 
lh:»  conformable  to  i!ie  lav;  of  Af tfeu  I 
txve  >  brought  that  mto  the  p-itaphreii:  j 
^  chespcHJfc's  :^‘5  iphllcs,  rirrer  with,  or 
tifheat  'the  of  the  nrfsMt 

thar  joked  \*:;h  Lki  in  arc 


Aunsidllv  tbe.fuw  or  three  ‘vimeffes  here  in- 
tecJej*  a-  they  aufwered  the  end  of  repeat¬ 
ed  admonitions,  (See  Hjiw*i*nd,  IPbitbj,  and 
Lvc&etm  :he  place*)  And  thereforr,  if  thric 
crfcsdtr;  ibodd  full  continue  to  be  incorrigi¬ 
ble,  aji'i  the  clinch  to  iirgWt  their  duty  m 
dt'nUn"  uji:h  thentj  the  ajwfNc  would  very 
rv£v:hriy  c Kerri  ft  his  authority,  ia  Jjvcrriy 

them. 
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h\  you  as  if  I 
were  prefect  the 
fccond  lime,  spd 
Ihslugihfent^now 

I  write  to  them 
which  heretofore 
have  finned, 
to  all  other,  that 
if  I  come  again  I 
*tll  not  fjpitc: 


%  Smctytktk 
v  pro=>f  of  Chrift 
fp taking  in  me, 
which  to  you¬ 
ward  is  not  weak, 
but  ii  mighty  in 
you. 


4  For  though 
he  wal  Crucified 
through  weak* 
nrfst  yethcl:mh 
hy  the  power  oT 
Goi  For  weal- 
fo  SV2  west  in 
h;.n,  bur  we  ftialt 

lire 


poflible  to  prevent  it,  (tw\  to,)  and  which  ought  to 
have  as  much  weight  with  you  as  if  I  were  now  a  fe¬ 
cund. time  peiftmaJly  talking  to  youj  and,  for  wan:  of 
opportunity*  through  diltincc  of  place,  to  fpeak  my 
mind  by  word  of  mouth,  l  now  fend,  it  in  writing  to 
thofe  di  {orderly  pe^foms  that  had  gone  into  fcandalous 
practices,  even  before  I  wrote  my  firiiepiftlc  j 
T™^J}  as  alfo  to  ait  others  among  you,  who,  between 
that  rime  and  this,  have  been,  or' are  in  danger  of  be* 
ing,  found  guilty  of  any  mifearriages :  I  pofitivdy  af- 
fure  them  all,  that  when  I  may  come  to  you  again,  I 
will  punifh  thofe  that  have  Tinned  and  not  reformed ; 
be  they  who  or  what  they  will,  or  he  they  ever  fo  ma¬ 
ny,  I  will  deal  flurply  with  them,  {: ter*  is.)  that  th^y  j 
may  be  brought  to  repentance,  and  that  others  rn.iy  for' 
to  follow  their  former  Gnful  example,  (t  Tim*  v,  20.) 

3  This  I  will  certainly  do,  in  vimEcarion  of  my  Ti¬ 
ered  office,  and  of  the  honour  of  my  Lord,  fmee  foms 
of  you,  and  particularly  yourfulfc  teachers  and  thur 
adherents,  are  fo  bold  and  daring,  as  to  queftion  my  u- 
poftolic  com  million,  and  demand  an  experiment  ('  **M 
p**)  and  proof  of  it,  and  of  the  reality  of  Chr!::Js 
(peeking  by  me,  in  the  du£trin«  and  com  mind  men  .5 
which  1  have  delivered,  and  io  what  I  threaten  to  do 
to  offenders  in  his  name.  Their  oppofition  to  me 
herein  is  indeed  no  lefs,  than  an  oppofing  Chrifi  hi:n- 
felf,  who  has  undeniably  a£ked  toward  you,  not  in  a 
weak  and  infofiicient  manner,  but  with  mighty  power 
and  energy  in,  and  among  you  }  as  appears  by  the  gri;:t 
and  wonderful  things  he  has  done,  both  in  a  way  k 
rich  meicy,  in  your  converfion,  in  the  miracles  wrought 
among  you,  and  in  the  manifold  gifts  and  graces  be  Ik- 
flowed  upon  you  ;  and  in  a  way  of  awful  judgment,  in 
his  mfli£ting  ficknefs  and  death  on  diforderly  walkers  hi 
your  church,  (i  Cor .  xi*  30.) 

4  For  though  he  underwent  a  terrible  and  ignomini¬ 
ous  crucifixion,  through  the  infirmity  and  nafllbility  of 
hi$  human  nature,  which  was  as  liable  to  that  as  to  fi¬ 
tly  other  fort  of  death  ;  and  though  he  might  thereby 
appear,  in  the  account  of  feme,  to  have  been  a  merely 
weak  and  mortal  creature,  like  other  men,  and  inca¬ 
pable  of  fav in g  others,  btcaufc  he  did  not  think  fit  to 
lave  himfelf  from  the  death  of  the  crots,  {Matth.  xwii. 
40, — 44*)  yet  by  virtue  of  Ins  divine  power,  which  he 
exerts  together  with  the  Father,  he  rofe  again  ftr»m  :hj 
dead,  and  now  lives  in  his  exalted  flare,  on  the  throne 
of  his  glory,  to  cxercife  all  authority  in  heaven  ^vl 
earth:  Even  fo  (w|  y **?  **'}  wc likewifo,  hisfolihfo!  fit- 


ulth  him  by 
£*  r-iffcrot  Gud 

tu*jfi  fitU» 
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rants,  appear  by  our  fuffcrings  for  bis  fake,  and  in  con¬ 
formity  to  him  to  be  but  weak  and  defpicahle  men,  and 

are,  in  the  account  of  fomc  of  you*  rain  inGgnificaut 
creatures  in  tbe  profeflion  we  make  of  relation  to  Chrift 
and  of  receiving  authority  from  him,  as  though  we  real* 
ly  had  no  intereft  in  him*  or  could  do  nothing  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  any  communications  from  him  :  bur  as  finely 
as  he  lives  in  all  authority  and  glory,  we*  by  the  fame 
divine  power,  (hall  (hew,  in  remarkable  effects*  that* 
how  contemptible  foever  wc  be  in  ourfelves,  or  in  the 
efteem  of  others*  the  life  of  Jefus  animates  us'  and  is 
manifefted  in  our  vigorous  aCHngs  toward  you*  as  well 
as  that*  in  due  time*  we  (hall  live  in  glory  with  him* 

5  In  (lead  therefore  of  your  fitting  in  judgment,  and 
parting  unrighteous  cenfures  upon  us*  as  though  there 
were  no  proof  of  Chrift's  fpcaking  in  me,  (w»  3,)  or 
in  my  dear  aflociatcs*  {chap*  *ii,  18.}  look  into  your 
own  hearts  and  ways*  and  bring  them  to  the  touchflone 
of  the  word  of  God  \  and*  in  carefully  comparing  them 
with  that  infallible  (landard*  make  clofe  inquiry,  whe¬ 
ther  ye  yourfelves  have  believed  to  the  faving  of  your 
fouls*  and  have  a  real  and  evident  interefl  in  Chrift* 
through  faith  in  him  !  Furfue  the  diligent  fearch*  by 
divine  aftiftance*  till  ye  have  brought  this  important 
point  to  an  iffue  **  and  have  the  cleared  proof  in  your* 
felves,  whether  ye  be  fincere  believers,  and  whether 
faith  be  the  governing  principle  in  your  own  hearts*  or 
not:  What!  arc  ye  ftr  angers  to  the  tranfa&ions  that 
have  parted  between  God  and  your  own  fouls,  and  co 
your  own  (late  and  condition*  way  and  walk  before  him* 
as  Tome  of  you  feem  to  be,  by  your  contentions  and 
difofders,  and  various  provocations!  and  by  your  un¬ 
worthy  treatment  of  me,  and  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift 
as  delivered  in  my  mmiftry  r  It  is  a  fin  and  a  fhamefor 
you  to  be  ignorant  how  things  are  *ith  you  :  Ami,  as 
ye  are  profeflbrs  of  ChrilUaniry,  do  not  ye  know  that 
Jefus  Chrift,  the  only  Saviour,  dwells  in  your  hearts 
by  faith*  with  powerful  influence  and  dominion  there? 
Ye  furely,  In  the  light  of  the  Spirit,  may  arrive  at  fomc 
fatisfa&ion  about  this  ;  unkfs*  after  alt  your  high  pre¬ 
tences*  and  rtourtfhittg  gifts*  there  be  fometbing  very 

dif- 


rj  Exmincyour* 
t  Heitor  ye 
lc  i:i  ihe  fcithj 

pra vc  yohr  own- 
iciu-i :  know  ye 
w  y^r  own- 
fcVi-ciy*  tew  that 
jticv  Chrift  is  in 
fju.  'mcpl  yc  tw 


N  O 

*  Pravt  privet^ 

'ttT.  f  l*  a  mstcyihnr  taken  from  the  Erring  ef 
**uii  by  the  tmichftone,  or  fomc  other  uvy, 
whether  they  be  good  and  pure,  or 
r^',  and  fuch  a  trial  of  pefftm 

r.'A  tain*:;,  as  «ucy  Mie* ,  or  provs,  whether 
Or*  he  gtrudue,  or  fp',iriouj,  ia  older  to 


T  E, 

their  being  il’ou-td  of,  or  rcjtGcd ;  And, 
with  a  hcamifui  con-dpondencc  fccrcDitfo^  the 
apoftlc  I’pcjfes  in  this,  and  the  two  next  v cr¬ 
ies,  of  perioo*  !  flu  j  (Str.ipn  or  n/atip**) 
tip?r<iViih  or  tiiprcvcly  f  which  is  harftdy 

Widened  rvpn t's*r)  3>  founJ  to  be  ujvui 
Ci2iiiui3:.:04  ov  trid. 
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6  But  I  tnift 

that  yc  IbU  know 


that  wc  not 

reprobated 


i  Nov  I  png 
to  God  that  yedo 
jig  evil ;  mot  that 
we  (honM  appear 
approved  t  bat 
that  ye  fbould  do 
that  which  it  fo- 
oeft,  though  we 
he  as  reprobzttt. 


8  For  we  can 
do  nothing  again  ft 
the  truth,  bat  for 
the  Cnilb. 


p  For  are 
gktd.  when  we  arc 
weak,  and  ye 
are  (ln>ng :  and 
(histlfo  we  wi(hf 
tvra  yoor  perfec¬ 
tion  * 


lo  Therefore! 
write  thefc  things 
btdug  nbfcnt,  left 

being 


difaUowable,  {f tt£jr**frxijantrt)  and  much  amifs  in  you; 
or  ye  be  really  difapproved  of  God,  as  hypocrites, 

6  But,  whatever  any  of  you  may  prove  to  be,  my 
bumble  dependence  on  the  power  and  grace  of  Chrift 
is*  that  ye  (hall  have  evident  demonflration,  by  what 
be  will  further  do  by  us,  of  our  being,  not  d i fa p proved, 
but  owned  of  him,  as  true  believers,  and  bis  faithful 
fervants. 

7  In  the  mean  while,  my  heart's  defire  and  prayer 
to  the  Lord  for  you  is,  that  none  of  you  may  be  redu¬ 
ced  into  any  evil  way,  or  found  guilty  of  any  iniquity  a~ 
gain  ft  God,  or  others;  to  as  to  force  me  to  eicrcife  fe- 
verity,  when  I  come  among  you  :  I  earneflly  pray  for 
this,  as  being  ddiroos,  not  that  I  may  have  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  proving  my  a  polio  lie  authority  by  punching  obfti- 
tiate  oileoders;  but  that,  through  divine  grace,  ye  may  be 
reformed  without  it,  and  may  be  brought,  by  gentler 
methods,  to  pra&ifc  thofe  things  that  are  honourable 
and  becoming,  (t***^)  in  the  fight  of  God  and  of  all 
good  men*  This  would  give  metbe  utmoft  pleafurc, 
even  though,  for  want  of  a  proper  occafion  to  chaftife 
tbc  refraftory  and  ditobedient,  ye  Oiould  judge  of  me, 
as  if  I  were  a  falfe  apoftle,  difapproved  of  God,  and  del* 
tirute  of  power  to  execute  what  1  have  once  and  again 
threatned. 

8  For  I  have  ntkher  inclination  nor  authority,  nor 
would  my  conscience  toward  God,  or  my  love  to  you, 
fuffer  me  to  do  any  thing  contrary  to  what  is  right  and 
fit,  or  againft  thofe  that  walk  orderly,  according  to  the 
rruth  of  the  gofpel,  any  more  than  again  ft  the  gofpcl  it- 
felf ;  but  all  that  I  hereby  aim  at,  am  authorized  fo;, 
and  cheerfully  engage  m,  is,  to  reclaim  backyarders, 
and  to  encourage  and  promote  your  foundnefs  in  the 
faith,  and  your  integrity  in  heart  and  life* 

9  For  fo  great  is  my  affe£Honate  concern  for  yoc?  that 

I  fhouid  exceedingly  rejoice  to  fee  the  time,  when,  thn/ 
your  repentance  and  amendment,  1  may  be  as  much 
rdlramed  from  inflicting  any  fevere  cenfures,  as  If  I 
really  were  incapable  of  it;  and  when  yc  may  be  fo 
flrong  in  faith,  holinefs  and  obedience,  as  not  to  need 
it:  Yea,  I  heartily  wifli,  (t**  that  all  thing* 

were  brought  into  good  order  among  you  ;  that  ye  were 
entirely  knit  together  in  faith  and  love,  like  a  complete, 
and  welI~compacUd  body;  and  that  every  grace  were 
perfected  in  you  all,  and  there  were  no  defect,  or  re¬ 
mainder  of  fin,  in  any  of  yctu  ^ 

10  It  is  therefore  with  thefe  kind  thoughts  and  de¬ 
fires  concerning  you,  that  now,  while  I  am  abfent  from 

5<w* 


brnp  prcfcnt  I 

flwilid  life  Ifcatp- 
according 
to  lie  {lower 
*InA  the  Lord 
hub  Fi«rr  me, 

tn  trlifimknt  f 
not  to  de- 
fruition. 
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you,  I  write  Come  things  to  warn  and  caution  you,  and 
others  to  counfcl  and  encourage  yon  ;  left,  when  I  come 
among  you,  I  (bould  he  obliged,  contrary  to  my  own 
incli nation  and  choice,  to  mate  ufe  of  terrible  methods 
tn  dealing  with  you,  according  to  the  authoiuy  which 
the  Lord  Jcfus  has  given  me,  as  has  been  obfcrved, 
{chap*  x.  8*)  and  I  always  deGre  to  employ  it,  for  the 
prefer  vat*  op  of  the  purity  of  the  church,  and  of  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  Chrift  in  it,  and  fur  eftablilhitig  and  in  creating 
the  faith,  comfort  and  hoiinefs  of  the  whale  body;  and 
not  («r  sta9?u^ipj  for,  injuring  any  of  its  members;  nor 
for  the  Gnat  destruction,  even  of  the  worft  of  them,  by 
driving  them  to  defpair;  but  that  they  may  be  brought 
to  repentance,  and  their  fpiriis  may  be  tiaved  in  the  day 
of  the  Lord  Jefus,  {1  Cor *  v,  y*) 

1 1  To  conclude,  my  brethren,  whom,  after  all,  as 
to  the  generality  of  you,  I  efleem  as  fuch  in  the  Lord, 

May  all  manner  of  prof  perky  and  bappinefs  attend  you! 
In  order  hereunto  *,  { [*sTApr*fw3i )  fct  thofe  things  to 

rights,  which  are  aimfs  and  disjointed  among  you,  that 
the  whole  church  may  be  reduced  to  a  regular  Hate  and 
knit  together  as  one  body  ;  and  let  every  one  of  you  la¬ 
bour,  in  the  ftrength  of  Chrift,  to  attain  to  the  high  eft 
degrees  of  every  grace  and  virtue,  and  if  poflible,  to 
finlefe  perfection:  Encourage  yourfclves  in  the  Lord 
your  God  ;  and  be  exhorted,  one  by  another,  as  well  as 
all  of  you  by  me,  {*«?«***! wfcj  to  do  every  thing  that  is 
excellent,  that  ye  may  be  tilled  with  the  joys  of  faith 
and  of  a  good  continence:  join,  as  with  one  heart  and 
foul,  in  you  fenti merits  of  the  great  truths  of  the  gof- 
pel,  in  your  zeal  to  promote  them,  and  in  your  Chrif-^ 
tan  temper,  one  towards  another:  Study  the  things  that 
make  for  peace  and  brotherly  love,  that  there  may  remain 
no  more  parry-fhifes,  or  angry  contentions,  jarrs  and 
fchifms  among  you:  And,  in  cafe  ye  be  helped  to  cul* 
tivate  and  abound  in  thefe  things,  ye  may  depend  upon 
it,  that  the  bleffed  God  himfclf,  who  is  the  fountain  of 
love  and  peace,  the  author,  giver,  commander  and  ap¬ 
prover  of  them,  will  take  up  his.  gracious  and  compla* 
cent  hi  abode  with  you;  will  manifcftbh  fpeclal  favour 
to  you  ;  and  will  make  you  to  increafe  with  alt  the  in* 

creates  of  God*  {CoL  ii.  19*} 

12  In  token  of  your  being  thus  united  in  heart,  dc* 
fign  and  practice,  falute  each  other  with  a  chalte,  fin* 

cere 


n  Finally*  bre¬ 
thren,  : 

he  pufeeh  be  of 
pyl  comfort,  be 
«i'  one  live 

hpc&cc;  and  the 

-tt-rf.  of  lore  and 

pac?  iball  be 
wi;h  you. . 


u  Greet  one 
awo- 


N  O 

*  a  he  apoflle  taVes  hts  Leave  of  the  Co* 
rh'ibitiM  hire*  much  in  the  time  manner  as  he 
begin  with  them  in  h is  fird  epiftlo*  chap*  t 
1;,  which  13*7  intimate,  th-t  the  points 


T  E. 

mem  ion  to*  there  and  here*  were  vliat  he 
principally  aimed  ilL  anti  piarliicd,  in  bo:ii 
thclC  CJi:{tle>, 
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aonthtr  with  an 
iioly  kits. 


1  -j  Alt  the 
fatrits  Aline  you: 


j+TIwgncr  of 
the  I^rd  jefos 
Chrilt,  and  the 
love  »f  God,  and 
the  communion 
of  (he  Holy 
Ghoft,  he  with 
you  all*  Ainco. 


cere  and  religious  kifs,  the  ufual  fymbol  of  Chrifli;m 
love  and  faertd  fricudflirp.  {See  the  note  on  Rm* 
xyu  16 .) 

13  To  fer  you  an  example  of  mutual  kmdnefs  and 
refpeft,  all  the  ht»1  y  brethren,  in  thefe  parts,  fend  their 
affectionate  frluiarions  ;  wi/Zungv  above  all  things ,  that 
your  finis  may  profpsr*  (3  John,  ver*  2,) 

1 4  And  as  it  was  the  prietFa  office  to  blefs  the 

children  of  Ifratl  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  (Awir. 
vi.  23,-27*)  fo,  to  {hew  the  authority  which  Chriit 
has  given  me,  and  how  much  my  heart  is  with  von, 
my  prayer  for  you,  and  the  biefling,  which,  futuble  to 
the  nature  of  the  gofpd-difpsnfation,  I*  as  hisfervaat, 
pronounce  in  his  name  upon  you,  is  this.  May  the  free 
favour,  and  gracious  prefence  and  influence  of  the 
Lord  Jcfus  Chrifl,  our  only  Saviour,  through  whom, 
and  by  whole  merit  and  mediation,  all  fpiritual  and 
eternal  bieffings  are  procured  and  conveyed!  And  may 
the  fetf-moving  lore  of  God  the  Father,  which  is  th^ 
original  fpringand  fource  of  alldifttngurihingblefGngs ! 
And  may  the  richdt  communications  of  the 

Holy  Spirir,  by  whom  thefe  bleffmgs  are  effectually 
applied,  and  we  are  brought  into  a  peculiar  feilowftiip 
with  the  Father  and  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  (1  John  i.  3*) 
and  into  a  participation  of  their  love  and  grace,  in  all 
their  happy  fruits  and  effects !  May  all  this,  I  fay, 
continually  with  you,  and  abound  toward  you,  as  a 
church,  and  towards  every  individual  member  therein, 
that  all,  and  each  of  you,  may  be  completely  bleiied 

hy  thefe  three  Divine  Pcrfons,  in  whofc  name  ye  were 
baptized,  {Matth*  xxviiu  15,*}  and  who  are  undivided- 
Jy  one  in  nature  and  will,  ddign  and  operation!  In 
teftimony  of  the  Cncerity  of  my  defire  of  all  theft 
great  things  for  you,  and  of  my  hope  that  it  fhal!  tv 
fulfilled  in  you,  1  heartily  add,  and  would  have  every 
one  of  you  join  with  me  in  faying,  dmen* 


R  EC  OLLECTIONS. 

How  nearly  dot h  itcotccm  us  lo  examine  and  prove  ourfelvcs*  whether  *u 
be  really  united  to  Chrift  hy  frith;  and  our  itatc,  frame,  and  behaviour  fr 
proved  of  God,  nr  not  \  If  church*  members,  con  t  wiry  to  their  holy  pro  tub  -ti, 
go  into,  and  obftinntdy  perlift  in,  fuch  evil  courfes,  as  Ihewthai  they  arc  dif 
proved  of  God;  What  an  awful  neceflity  is  there  of  cxercifing  ChrifPs  jmtlvri- 
ty,  in  riciling  fharply  with  them,  and  not  fparing  them,  that  they  may  be  bronchi 
to  repentance!  But,  O  how  much  more  dcfjrabfc  is.  it,  to  haw  them  rcclah.^d 
by  gentler  methods  i  And  with  what  care  and  tendernefa  fhould  alt  previous  f- 
monitions  be  given  them,  to  the  amount  of  two  or  Three  vvitru'fli:*,  before  x\.iy 
arc  proceeded  againft  to  extremity  i  The  frithful  tervaxiis  of  Chrift  w  ill  b*  .im¬ 
proved  of  him,  in  all  the  meaning  they  take,,  according  to  Ins  will,  urJiaVv-r 
others  may  think  of  them  ;  and  though,  in  conformity  to  the-r  Lord,  they  :r,;.fce 
but  a  poof  6s"rc  ii:  the  vvgridj  and  *re  liable  to  fuUcvmgs  and  death,  Ulv^:-. 
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the  infirmity  of  human  flefh ;  yet  what-  a  comfort  is  it  to  think,  that*  by  the 
power  of  God,  they  JhaU  be  affifled  and  owned  in  this  world,  and  fhall  be  r»U 
fed  to  live  with  Chnffc  in  all  the  glory  of  the  next  J  And  bow  fain  would  they 
have  other®  accepted  and  approved  of  him  too  J  They  can  not*  in  confidence* 
do  anything  knowingly  againA  the  juft  realms  of  things*  any  more  than  agabift 
the  gofpel  itfelfj  or  agatnft  tbofc  that  walk  upripbtly*  according  to  its  truth:  and 
they  heartily  with,  that  all  the  authority*  which  Chrift  has  committed  to  them* 
nJght  be  to  the  edification  and  faction  of  all,  and  not  to  the  tkJlris&iou  of  any 
under  their  charge-  How  fincereW  dc  they  delire  that  every  thing  may  be  ptr- 
Med  which  concerns  the  profrfion  of  Chrift *s  name*  that  they  may  be  com¬ 
forted  and  encouraged,  may  agree  in  evangelical  principles  and  defigne„  may  live 
together  with  brotherly  lore,  and  may  fa  Jute  each  other,  after  the  moft  Chnftian 
manner,  in  the  Lord  \  The  God  of  love  and  peace  will  certainly  make  his  abode 
with  all  who  are  thus  united  m  faith  and  love,  and  in  the  fitllowlhip  of  the  gofpcl : 
And  that  he  may  do  fo,  it  becomes  the  minifies  of  ChriH:  to  kave  the  Apoftk’a 
benediction  with  them,  faying*  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift;  and  the 
hive  of  God  the  Father;  and  the  communion  oftbe  Holy  Ghuft,  be  witb  you  all* 
Amen*  The  Lord  grant  it  may  be  fo  witb  every  one  of  u$ ! 
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The  Preface  to  the  Epistle  to  the  GALATIANS. 

TH  E  conftitution  of  gofpe  1-churches  is  fo  different  from  the  n*~ 

iieimf-cburch  of  the  Jews*  that  when  the  apofUe  wrote  to 
Chriftians  that  were  formed  into  fevtral  religious  focieties  in 
Galatia,  which  was  a  province  oi'  the  Lejfer  Afia,  he  ftikd  them  the 
churches,  (chap,  i<  2,  22.)  and  not  the  church  of  Galatia  ;  and  when  he 
fpoke  of  aay  particular  aflembiy  that  aflbeiated  together  for  dated 
worfliip,  according  to  the  order  of  the  gofpel,  he  conftantljr  called  it 
the  church  at  fuch  a  place  j  as  the  church  at  Corinth,  (t  Cor.  i.  2.)  the 
church  at  Cenchrta,  {Rom.  avi.  l.j  and  the  church  of  the  TheJpticiJanf, 
(t  Ibeff.  i.  1.)  and  the  lite. 

Voi.1V.  t  V  The 


U 
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The  were  planted  by  the  apoftle  PavH  own  mini- 

ftry,  as  appears*  from  ASlt  xvi.  6*  and  xviii,  23.  compared  with  GaL  i< 
8,  9.  ami  confuted*  very  much,  at  lead,  of  Gentile  believers,  that 
were  converted  from  among  the  idolatrous  heathens,  [chap*  lv*  8  )  and 
had  been  admitted  to  at!  the  privileges  and  bl tilings  of  the  gofpeMtate 
without  being  circumcised.  This  was  fo  ofleufive  to  jvdaizing  zealots, 
and  particularly,  as  appears  from  chap  1  7.  and  v-  9,  lb.  to  fome 
noted  fa  lie  teacher  or  teachers,  who  probably  came  from  Judea  upon 
hearing  of  it,  that  they  endeavoured,  and  that  with  too  great  fuccels, 
to  run  down  Paul  by  finking  his  apoftofic  authority  below  that  of  Pc* 
ter^  and  the  other  ajvdlScs  of  the  circumcifton  ;  and  to  corrupt  the  pure 
doctrine  of  juflificution  alone  through  faith  in  Chrift,  by  fuper-iikling 
the  works  of  the  law  under  the  bond  of  circumcHion,  as  ncccfTary  for 
that  pmpofe.  Hence  they  jnfjfted,  that,  Except  a  man  were  circumti- 
Jed  after the  manner  rf  Mjfes,  he  could  not  be  faved^  and  that  he  ought 
to  keep  the  law  of  Mofcs.*  (Acls  xv*  1,  5,} ;  and  the  apoftle  himfelftcfHued 
once  and  again,  that  Every  one  who  was  c ire umcijb d wa s  a  debtor  to  do 
the  whole  law  ;  but  that,  to  be  circumcifrd  with  this  view,  would  ren¬ 
der  Chnjl  of  none  effect  to  them ,  and  would  fubvert  the  whole  gofpcJ, 
[Gai  V-  a,  3,  4-) 

This,  as  1  apprehend,  throws  a  good  light  upon  the  main  argument 
of  this  cpdtle  :  It  Ic’s  ua  inro  the  principal  rea/on  why  the  judaizing 
Cluiiiians,  that  were  enemies  to  the  free  grace  of  the  gofpel,  or  to  fal- 
vation  alone  by  Jefus  Chrifl  through  faith  in  him,  fo  ftrenuoufly  plead* 
cd  for  the  Gentiles  being  circumcifcd :  And  wfcy  the  opoftle  fo  zea- 
loully  oppofed  it :  And  it  (hews,  that  not  only  the  works  of  the  ceremo* 
ilia!,  but  like  wife  of  the  moral  law,  were  d^figncd  tube  excluded  from 
having  any  (bare  in  the  great  fcufiuefs  of  jaftification ;  for  circumcifion 
bound  a  man  over  to  an  observance  of  the  moral  as  well  as  ceremonial 
law,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the  apolile’s  faying,  (Rom*  ii*  26,  27.} 
If  the  untircumtijion  keep  the  right eoufitefi  cf  the  ia-t?y  jbatl  not  hit  un~ 
circumcfion  be  counted  for  circumcifion  ?  And Jbailnot  uncircvmcifi^n^ 
which  is  by  nature^  if  it  fulfil  the  laws  judge  thccj  who  by  the  letter 
and  ctreumtfien,  doji  tranjgrcfs  the  law  ?  (See  the  note  there,)  And 
indeed  in  lbme  pins  of  both  thefe  epiftles  (which  the  moft  profcflediy 
of  ail  others  treat  on  the  doctrine  of  juftificationjfevera)  things  are  faid 
of  the  law,  as  may  be  f'en  in  their  places,  that  mud  at  lea  ft  include 
the  moral  law  ;  and  as  thefe  Gentik-Gaiatian  converts  were  never  un¬ 
der  the  ceremonial  hw  ;  nor  under  any  divine  obligation  to  obferve  it, 
they  could  havs  no  im mediate  concern  with  Chrlft’s  redeeming  from  the 
curfc  f  the  law^  and  redeeming  them  that  were  under  the  lawt  (chap* 
Hi-  13.  ;md  iv,  5.)  Unkfs  it  included  redemption  from  the  moral  law 
as  a  cf»vr:mi:  cf  works,  and  from  its  curfe. 

When  the  apoftie  wrote  this  epiftle  is  yery  uncertain;  lbme  think 
it  vwf  before  and  others  after,  his  fecond  journey  into  Galatia ,  which 
we  have  on  account  of  in  APIs  xviii.  23..  However,  it  is  plain  from 
GaU  t.  6.  that  it  was  foou  alter  he  had  bc<?n  and  preached  among  them : 

And 
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And  as  his  principal  defign  in  writing  it  was  to  vindicate  his  own  apo- 
Jlolic  comroiflion,  and  the  gofpd*do£lnne  of  juftificaiion,  from  the 
perverfe  attempts  of  his  enemies  to  defeat  rhem;  lb,  in  the  two  firft 
chapters*  he  maintains  that  his  office*  as  an  apoftle,  was  immediately 
from  Cbrift,  and  no  way  inferior  to  that  of  any  other  apoftle;  and  ex* 
prefibs  his  great  concern,  that  the  Galatians  were  fo  £bon  converted  or 
turned  away  from  the  gofpd,  which  he  had  preached  to  them*  In  the 
two  next  chapters,  he  eftablilhetb  the  doctrine  of  juftiheation  alone  by 
Cbrift  through  faith  in  him,  without  the  works  of  the  law.  And,  in 
thetwolaft,  he  exhorts  them  to  (bind  faft  in  the  liberty  wherewith 
Chnft  bad  made  them  free  ;  to  take  heed  of  abufing  that  liberty*  by  on 
indulgence  of  the  flefh  j  and  to  exercilc  various  Christian  graces,  and 
prattife  feveral  duties,  which  are  indeed  common  to  all  believers;  but 
lome  of  which  the  (late  of  things  among  them  more  especially  called 
fur:  Andt  to  leave  the  flronger  jmprefliun  upon  their  minds,  heclofes 
the  whole  with  an  account  of  the  different  tempers  and  views  that  in¬ 
fluenced  him  and  the  judaizing  teachers,  and  with  his  ufual  bene¬ 
diction* 


CHAP.  I. 

The  apoftle  Paul  prefaces  his  epiftte  i #  the  churches  of  Galatia*  with 

averting  his  apoftoHc  character y  in  apportion  to  fuch  as  hjjen-d  /£, 
and  with  a  falutation  and  dsxohgy,  i,- — j*  Sharply  reproves  the 
Galatians  for  fo  foon  revolting  Jrom  the  gofpel  of  Ghrift7  under  the 
influence  of  detejlabh  teachers ,  d,— io.  Proves  the  divine  autho¬ 
rity  of  his  dofirine  and  miffisn  by  the  end  of  his  preachings  and  by 
his  having  received  them ,  not  from  man7  but  by  immediate  r gela¬ 
tion  from  Ghrifl  himfeif f  if,  12-  And^  to  convince  them  of  this , 
he  declares  what  be  was  before  his  convcrjion  and  callings  13,  14*; 
and  how  he  behaved  after  it9  15, — 24+ 


T  ext* 

P)  A  tf  L  an  apo- 
s  tile,  (not  of 
rc«j  nriLhcr  by 
p^t  bucbyjdiis 
Ouilt,  and  God 
the  Father*  who 
railed  him  from 
ibe  Aud,) 


Paraphrase, 

T  P  AU  I,  who,  whatfoever  fame  may  fuggeft  to  the 
^  contrary,  am  coiiltituEed  an  apoftlc*  not  by  any  or¬ 
dinance  of*  men,  as  in  the  cah:  of  cml-magiftratesi  (1 
Pet*  ii.  13,)  nor  in  the  ufual  way,  in  which  ordinary 
mi nifters  of  Chrift  are  called  to,  and  vetted  in  their  fa- 
cred  office ;  nor  by  the  choice  of  men ;  110,  nor  by 
power  communicated  to  me,  as  the  apoftlefliip  was  to 
ATatthiaSt  ( Ails  i.  23,  £se?J  by  the  intervention  o£ 
any  man  whatsoever  but  I  received  my  qualifications, 

inftrucliomr, 

NOTE* 


*  Thou-H  Ananias  foretold  Pe»!t  at  h;s  ibtrc  ihe  appearance  of  hi*:  at  Tempting 
tonwrGon,  what  vft  God  would  mike  of  any  thin^ of  that  nature:  And  though  the 
him*  {Afts  X’kV.  14,  if.)  yet  being  at  prophirts  and  t^clicr*  in  [Ac  ditirch  at 
p;oft  bin  a  miti'fijr  of  inferW  rank,  coo'd  b  j7‘ p>jr*wd  ft^/and  fsrriij^i  ao  the  v.-iiH; 
»ot  orduia  Past!  to  the  apotUelhip ;  nor  U  of  the  miii&y,  (ch*  xiti*  a,  %*)  yd  as  it 

X  V3S 
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Ch.i. 


i  And  all  the 
brethren  which 
arc  with  me,  un¬ 
to  the  (jiurcfctt  of 
Galicia; 

3  Gracfc  be  tf> 

vtiu*  and  pence 
jTfHTI  God  the 
Father*  ami  /r^re 
our  Lord  Jd'as 
QiriA, 


4  Who  gaTc 
himfclf  for  cur 
fin* ,  that  he 
might  deliver  us 
from  th<»  prefent 
evil  world  ,accorti- 
ing  to  tile  will  of 
Cod  and  our  l  a¬ 
ther  : 


infLuftions,  and  authority  for  it  by  the  immediate  call 
and  commifllon  of  Jefus  Chrift,  {jf£ls  xitii.  ty, —  21- 
andxxvi.  16,  17,  18.)  and  by  the  exprefs  appointment 
of  God  the  Father,  {sffls  xxii*  14,  15.)  who  revealed 
bis  Son  in  me,  that  1  might  preach  him  among  the  hea¬ 
then,  (wr.  16.}  and  who,  by  a  judicial  acl,  as  well  t% 
by  the  fame  divine  power  that  wrought  in  my  convcr* 
Eon,  [Eph*  i*  19,  20.)  railed  him  from  the  dead  ft  in 
teftimony  of  his  having  compleariy  fatisfied  the  law  and 
juftictr,  and  brought  in  everlafutig  righteoufnefs,  for 
the  juftiiication  of  all  that  believe  in  him, 

2  I,  and  all  the  Chridiaa  brethren  |j  here  prefent 
with  me,  conferring  and  approving,  fend  this  epiftle  to 
the  feveral  churches,  that  by  the  Welling  of  God  on  my 
miniftry,  were  planted  in  the  province  of  Galatia 

3  Our  hearts  delire  and  prayer  to  God  for  you  is, 
that  the  riches  of  his  free,  undefcrved,  and  forfeited 
favour  may  be  extended  to  you;  and  that  all  the  fpiri- 
tual  profperity,  which  is  included  in  peace  with  God, 
with  one  another,  and  in  each  of  your  own  fouls,  may 
abound  towards  you  from  God  the  Father,  the  firft  per- 
fon  in  the  adorable  trinity,  and  Grit  mover  in  the  whole 
affair  of  falvation  ;  and  from  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  the 
fecond  perfon  of  the  facred  Three,  who,  in  our  nature, 
is  the  only  mediator  between  God  and  men,  and  is  the 
purchafer  and  difpenfer  of  all  bleflings  to  us* 

4  Who,  in  his  match  lefs  condefcenfion  and  love, 
freely  furrendeted  his  foul  and  body,  that  were  infinite* 
ly  dignified  by  their  perfonal  union  with  his  divine  nature, 
and  gave  up  his  great  and  glorious  feif  to  the  mod  painful 
and  fhameful  fufferings  and  death,  as  a  propitiatory  fa- 
crifice  to  make  atonement  for  our  Gns,  who  deferred 

nothing  but  tribulation  and  wrath,  that  he,  on  the  foot 
of  rtghteoufnefs  might  by  price,  as  well  as  power,  pluck 
us  as  brands  out  of  the  fire,  {r&wriw)  and  refeue  us,  in 
his  time  and  way,  from  the  evil  temper  and  opprdlions, 

deftgns, 

NOTES, 


was  the  mlniftry  to  which  Chrift  had  already 
calk'd  tiiem,  and  as  there  pjvtpfrcti  ajid  teach¬ 
er*  writ  likewise  officers  of  lower  link  than 
tpoftScf,  Paul  and  Btr*ahi?s  could  not  be 
luppoied  to  receive  their  cammiffiou  from 
them,  who  only  followed  the  rxprefi  order 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  «ha.C  they  did*  (S« 
Ibe  note  on  Afls  xili.  3.) 

t  Wn'  obierTti  on  this  vtrlij  how  filly 
and  lirtahle  to  the  main  purporT  of  ibis  c- 
piffle*  the  sp^fHe  here  fpeak*  of -God  the 
Father*  not  as  Q  eater  t  &e,  hut  as  having 
raped  L'hr-Ji  from  the  dead.  And  wc  may 
fc-ke  nr-lict,  that,  in  the  prthec  to.hte  kin¬ 
dred  epiftle*  vhh  refpefl  to  the  great  dpc* 


trine  of  juftificathm,  he,  with  Hkc  jiftacfs 
of  thought,  meutions  the  rtfarreefhn  *f 
Ckrift,  (Rom*  L  4-) 

||  Tie  brethren  may  either  figntfy  thofemi- 
DiTborsthat  were  JWf  s  companions  in  tn* 
vel,  or  the  members  of  the  church  where  he 
was  when  he  wrote  this  epiftle. 

f  The  rofbn  of  the  apoftle’s  dfrertirg 
this  epiftle  to  the  eh  u  re  he*  of  Gafg6at  with-* 
out  giving  1  hem  any  character,  sc  he  does  all 
the  others  {hat  he  wrote  to*  ieems  to  he  tlidr 
general  defcflron  from  the  great  dotfrine  of 

unification  alone  b,  Cbrift,  through  faiih  hi 
rim* 
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defig  ns  t  and  pra&ices  of  the  men  of  this  world,  from 
all  tbe  iniquities  that  abound  in  it,  and  from  all  the 
dangerous  (hares  and  depraved  outturns  and  fafhions  of 
this  degenerate  age}  as  alfo  from  the  JevjiJh  conftitu- 
ttorj,  which  is  incapable  of  giving  us  life,  and  is  ex¬ 
ceedingly  corrupted  by  the  men  of  this  generation,  and 
that  he  might,  at  length,  take  us  out  of  this  milcrable 
and  (inful  world  itfelf  to  a  better  *.  All  which  he  has 


$  To  whom  h 
jUhj for ever  and 

(to.  Amen* 


done  according  Co  the  eternal  appointment  and  good 
plcafure  of  God*  even  oar  Father,  who  is  reconciled 
to  113  through  the  blood  of  his  crofs,  and  who,  on  his 
account  loves  ust  and  deals  with  us  as  his  children* 

5  To  whom,  together  with  his  eternal  Son  f,  alt 
poflible  honour  and  prat fe,  in  the  molt  exafced  (trains 
are  due,  and  will  be  fo  through  all  generations  on  earth, 
and  to  endlefs  ages  in  heaven,  for  this  unparalleled 
work  of  redemption,  in  which  infinite  wifdom,  power, 
juflice,  hoiinefs,  mercy,  and  truth,  fliine  fonh  with 
united  and  endearing  glory*  For  this,  as  well  as  for 
hie  own  dmne  perfections,  may  he  be  glorified  as  he 
ought  to  be,  and  for  ever  will  be  1  Amcn+ 


$  1  marvel  , 
rial  ye  ire  fo 
fton  removed 
from  him  that 
oJld  you  into 
iht  grace  of 
Cirifl,  uPto  ano- 

tbtt  gofpd ; 


6  hen  I  refleft  on  the  delightful  and  tranfeendert 
glory  of  this  fcheme  of  falvation,  and  on  its  fu itu ble¬ 
nt  fs  and  high  importance  to  loft  fmnerr,  as  the  only  way 
in  which  they  can  be  faved ;  I  (land  amazed,  and  am 
grieved  at  heart  to  hear  of  your  fin  and  folly,  in  that 
fo  quickly  after  ye  had  been  made  acquainted  with  it, 
and  feemed  to  receive  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it,  any  of 
you  (hou)d  be  carried  away  in  your  fentirnents,  affec¬ 
tion,  and  prafticc,  not  only  from  me,  who  was  inftru* 
mental  in  calling  yon  to  the  feJlowfhip  of  the  gofpelj, 
but,  which  is  worit  of  all,  from  the  blefled  God  him- 


feif,  by  whofe  com  million  I  preached  to  yon,  and  who 
by  my  miniftry  called  you  to  partake  of  the  benefits  of 
redemption,  fuch  as  reconciliation  with  God,  juftiG ca¬ 
tion  and  adoption,  and  eternal  glory,  which  are  difeo- 
vered  and  propofed  in  the  gofpcl  of  ChrirVs  grace,  and 
are  bellowed  by  his  free  favour  on  them  that 

believe.  I  fay,  itfurprizes  and  troubles  tue,  to  think  that 


NOTES. 

4  As  thf  vord  (dov)  hen  rendered  ibc  to  Loth,  which  is  confonttit  lo  the  ufc  of  it 
iignifies  I'rkewife/fe  o r  jvwnrfeui  in  other  fcnpiure.  - 

s  turn  ii  given  CO  the  pirepkuft,  thu  takes  hi  t  it  (emu  too  flaf,  sum]  Uw,  bii<]  aftiminf 
Uilh  thc*c  fenfiw,  and  that,  with  fome  lints  in  the  apt ’it  le,  and  too  much  Hairing  of  the 
TfarUuin,  La  Judea  Mr  Locked  notion  of  chit  force  of  his  mfomuj,  10  fitpj'oit,  Aidi  (bine* 
prefeut  agf*  (See  I  us  note  on  the  plae^)  that  hemcint  only  hiiritlf,  i>T  tiirt  thrt  catt* 
f  It  being  doubtful  whether,  fo  an -1  yet,  as  he  w  25  mAmmcr-td  in. 

iresnS  ChHftp  vb»  jjffW  hinjllf  fir  9*r  jins 9  the  kind  of  ciod  therein ,  a!id  Jm  iiUthnri  y 
&c,  or  God  the  Father,  atterdiH#  w  1 irbtfi  began  tn  hot  Jiuong  thi.r.1,  l  have  taken  iiu* 
Viii  he  did  it  j  1  hire  formed  tbe  doxology  tice  hi;  concern  m  th-1-  *0,1. 


any 
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7  Which 
another  ;  but 
there  Le  fome 
that  trouble  you, 
anJ  would  per- 
teri  the  gufrej  of 

Chrtft. 


8  But  though 
we,  or  an  *i'gd 
fro  in  heaven  , 
prc^rii  any  o;hcr 
goi'i>;l  ur  to  you, 

ihurt  iltiti  uhith 
wc  tun  preach¬ 
ed  unto  you,  let 

him  bcatturled. 


0  Aswc  fdld 
before,  fo  fiy  I 
row  again.  If  any 
*:.■**  preach  any 
other  gafpel  unto 
T*W,  than  that  ye 
live  reedvd,  let 
h;iu  be  accur  jcd« 


IO  For  r*n  \ 

now  perfnade 
men,  or-  tioi> 

or 


any  of  you  ffiould  be  fo  foon  in  danger*  at  ieaft,  of  be* 

ing  turned  off  from  all  this  to  a  ftrange  and  quite  dif¬ 
fer  cm  fort  of  gofpel,  as  introducing  the  doctrine  of  juf- 
tificarion  to  life  by  the  works  of  the  iiw,  together  with 
faith  in  Chrifh 

■  7  \\Thich,  how  fond  foever  feme  may  be  of  ir,  is  in 
reality  no  gofpA  at  all ;  it  being  fo  far  from  bringing 
glad  tidings  of  falvaticm,  that  it  fets  the  fmner's  pardon 
and  acceptance  with  God*  npoii  impracticable  terms  \ 

and  fo  whatever  it  may  be  called)  it  can  with  no  pro¬ 
priety  be  filled  another  gofpel:  I  therefore  pity  thofe 
of  you  that  have  unwarily  embraced  it ;  and  am  fenfible, 
that  unlefs  ye  have  been  impofed  upon  by ^ cunning  fe- 
duccrs,  ye  would  never  have  been  drawn  into  it  ;  bur, 
as  I  hear,  there  are  fome  judaiztJig  faife  teachers  crept 
in  among,  you  that  by  various  means  ditirefs,  (hock, 

and  perplex  you,  and  would  fain  over  turn  that  hleiHd 
gofpe),  of  which  Chrifl  is  the  author,  fubjett,  acid  end, 
and  would  make  quite  another  „  thing  of  it  than  it  is 
in  truth  \  and  the  better  to  gain  their  ends,  they  fugged 
as  if  Pcter>  and  the  other  apoftles,  and  even  I  myfdf, 
pre:tehed  up  the  works  of  the  law  with  faith  in  Chrift, 
as  ncceliary  to  jiiilificatioiu  {Chap,  ii.  17,— ai*} 

8  But  this  is  fo  far  from  being  true,  that  I  am  bold 
to  affirm,  that  whoever  he  be,  fuppofe  it  poUible  that  it 
ihould  be  either  myfelf,  or  any  other  apoftleof  Chrifl, 
or  even  an  angel  come  down  from  heaven  i  be  he  who 
he  will,  and  let  his  pretcofions  be  what  they  will,  if  he 
were  to  publrfh  among  you  any  other  fyftern  of  doctrine 
for  the  rendition  of  fins,  and  for  rightecuTnefs  to  eter* 
nal  life,  contrary  to  that  which  I  ar  fir  ft  delivered  to  you 
under  the  mfpimion  of  the  Spirit,  he  (hould  be  rejected 
as  one  a  ecu  tied  of  God,  and  devoted  to  deftrufliom 

9  As  1  have  now  already  faid,  I  repeat  it  with  deli¬ 
beration  and  earncftnefS)  as  a  matter  of  the  greateftim* 
portance,  If  any  one,  (»  be  he  man  or  angel,  take 
upon  him  to  preach  up  any  other  feheme  of  do  chine* 
which  be  may  frlfcly  call  the  gofpel,  but  is  inconfiflent 
with  and  fubverfive  of  that  which  ye  profcfTedtu  receive 
and  feemed  to  embrace  with  faith  and  love  when  I 
preached  to  you,  he  is  to  be  rejected  as  one  abandoned 
of  God,  and  is  to  Ik  difdained  by  you,  as  well  as  by 
Mm,  Though  this  may  found  harOr,  and  be  very 
often  five  ro  the  ears  of  fome  that  may  think  it  a  hard 
faying;  I  am  bold  to  pronounce  it,  in  my  Lord  and 
Matter’*  name,  that  none  may  dare  to  pervert  his  g  of  pel. 

10  her  as  to  myfelf,  whatfoever  mine  enemies  may 
maiidcufly  fay  againft  me*  I*  it  now,  after  I  have  been 

fo 


Ciu  i. 

or  Jo  T  £ok  to 
pUife  men  ?  for 
if  L  yet  pleifcd 
mm  I  fhftultl  jwt 
\*t  the  JWvuut  iif 

tfuiij. 


t  i  But  I  ceri- 

fr  veil.  brethren. 
*  ■  | 
tJijt  the .  grjtpel 

which  was.  pic  *<h- 

etl  of  me  is  not 

afcef  man  ; 


ii  Fur  I  nri- 
tHer  received  it 
of  man*  neither 
vit  1  taught 
but  by  the  icrfhi- 
t=flr|  of  JchlS 

Chrift* 


i  $  For  ye  hive 
Wrd  of-my  con- 
TirLa'iou  in  time 
p*»h  in  the  Jew* 
religion,  /^ivihat 
UvonH  rreifure  l 
per  fluted  the 
ebiirch  of  God, 
and  waited  it : 
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fo  long  converted  and  employed  in  the  miniftry,  anti 
have  fuffered  fo  many  things  for  Chrjil }  Is  it  now,  af¬ 
ter  ail,  tqy  ambition,  defire,  and  aim  in  my  preaching, 
to  perfuade  people  in  mantis  of  religion,  to  receive  the 
.  doftrine  of  men,  ^hd  yield  obedient#  to  them  ?  Or,  is  it 
not  evident,  on  the  contrary,  tbatd  therein  labour  toper* 
fuade  them  to  embrace  the  gofpetof  God, and  yield  obedi¬ 
ence  to  him,  that  he  may  he  glorified  ?  Or,  do  I  make  it  my 
bufinefs  and  concern  to  ingratiate  my  fell' with  men  fuch  as 
the  JcmiJh  zealots,  that  I  may  gain  their  favour  and  ap- 
piaufe,  and  may  avoid  their  frowns  and  terrors  ?  No  this  is 
far  from  my  intention  ;  I  abhor  the  though: ;  for  if  I  were 
flill  to  continue  to  foek  the  favour  of  men,  and  ferve 
their  corrupt  humours  and  deiigns,  us  I  did  in  the  days 
of  my  judaifm  and  unregeneracy,  (Atfs  i*.  1,  z*)  l 
fhould  never  have  lifted  into  the  fervice  of  Chrift;  nor 
fhould  I  now  be  bis  faithful  fervanr,  as  I  profefs  and 
count  it  my  honour,  and  am  above  all  things  elfc  feli¬ 
citous  to  approve  myfclt  to  be. 

!  [  But  (till  further,  to  fatisfy  you  that  I  really  am 
fo,  I  allure  you,  my  brethren  in  the  faith,  and  make  it 
manifeft  by  all  the  figns  of  apoftleftup,  ih.it  the 

gofpel  of  falvation  alone  by  Jefus  Chrift,  which  has 
been  conlbantly  preached  by  me  wherever  I  have  been, 
is  neither  formed  according  to  man’s  natural  tnfte  and 
temper,  or  for  promoting  his  worldly  honour  or  inter- 
eiU;  nor  ig  it  owing  to  the  authority,  contrivance,  or 
dictates  of  man, 

12  For  I  neither  received  my  commiftion  to  preach 
it  by  the  intervention  of  any  mere  man  whatfoever,  do 
not  from  any  of  the  apoflles  themfelves  $  nor  was  I 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  it  by  any  human  inftr ac¬ 
tion,  but  both  my  authority  to  preach  it,  and  all  my  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  H,  were  communicated  to  me  by  an 
immediate  revelation  from  him,  who  is  God  as  well  as 
man,  even  Jefus  Chrift  hi mfelf,  aud  that  after  his  refur- 

■  region  from  the  dead,  ( ver *  1.)  and  exaltation  to  his 
heavenly  kingdom,  which  made  way  icr  iis  being  fet 
forth  in  all  its  fulnefs  and  glory. 

13  For  ye  cannot  but  have  heard  abundantly  of  my 
former  behaviour  in  my  ftatc  of  judaifm,  when  1  was  & 
zealous  profcflbr  and  pra&ifer  of  that  religion,  and  fuch 
a  bitter  enemy  to  all  that  departed  from  it,  that  I  cruel¬ 
ly  perfecu ted  the  members  of  the  New  IVIhmcne-church 
of  the  living  God,  which,  in  its  catholic  co  11  fid  era  t  ion, 
tonfifts  of  the  vifible  profeffnrs  of  Chr ill’s  name,  where- 
ever  they  are  femtered  over  th->  face  of  the  earth  j  and 
I  was  fo  esceffivdy  mad  and  outrageous  agiuml  them, 

as 
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Chi  i# 


T4  And  profit¬ 
ed  in  die  Jewsic- 
f  if  ton  above  mi* 
ny  my  oquaii  In 

mine  c.vfi 

being  more  ts* 

cecdingly  zealous 

nf  die  traditions 
of  my  faiJier*, 


t|  Urn  when  at 
pleated Cod,  who 
parted  rnefrora 
my  mother’s 
womb,  and atied 
f*t  by  his  grire. 


i  tf  To  reveal 

his  Sim  in  me, 
that  1  might 
preach  him  a- 
mong  diu  hri' 
then  ;  foimeJi-* 
atdy  I  ctmfcrrrd 
r^r  u-ith  delta  and 
hlooJ: 


as  to  bind  and  drag  feme  of  them  to  prifon*  and  caufe 
others  of  them  to  fly  their  country*  otha-s  to  renounce 
Chrift,  and  others  to  be  put  to  death  :  In  this  manner 
I  made  dreadful  havoc  among  them*  and  did  my  utmoft 
to  deftroy  them*  root  and  blanch*  {Ails  viii.  3.  and  ix. 
1*  2.  amt  xxvi.  10*  11.)  like  a  furious  warrior*  when  he 
purfues  the  flying  enemy*  and  when  he  ftorms  a  town 

14  And  at  the  fame  time*  I  was  a  great  proficient 
in  the  knowledge  and  obfemrion  of  all  the  religious 
laws,  do&ines*  and  cuftoms  of  the  /crux,  even  to  their 
mod  minute  rites  and  ceremonies;  and  laboured  to  pro¬ 
pagate  them  beyond  moil  cf  my  years  and  Handing  a- 
mong  my  own  countrymen;  being  more  eminently  and 
remarkably  zealous  than  they  generally  were*  or  than 
is  commonly  known*  for  all  the  traditions  of  my  ancef- 
tors,  as  they  have  been  handed  down  from  one  gene¬ 
ration  to  another*  whether  they  were  fuch  as  were 
founded  in  a  divine  authority*  or  not.  It  cannot  there¬ 
fore  be  reafouably  fuppofed,  that  fo  thorough  a  bigot 
as  I  was,  fhould*  ail  at  once*  abandon  my  former  dar¬ 
ling  fentimems,  temper,  and  courfe  of  life*  in  which 
I  tud  been  educated  and  riveted  from  my  childhood  up* 
and  fhould  embrace  and  preach  Chrift  and  the  gofpel* 
in  direct  oppofition  thereunto*  and  to  all  my  fecular  in* 
tcrefts,  without  fome  extraordinary  call  and  divine  in¬ 
fluence  from  heaven. 

15  But  when  God*  who  of  his  mere  good  pleafure* 
without  merit  as  foremen  in  me,  (*T*p**t  &)  had  fet  me 
apart  for  himfelf  and  his  fervice,  as  he  did  the  prophet 
Jermia&t  [chap*  i*  5.)  before  I  was  born*  and  at  the 
very  time  of  his  bringing  me  forth  out  of  my  mother’s 

womb ;  and  who  accordingly  afterwards*  in  the  exceed¬ 
ing  riches  of  his  fovereign  and  diftinguifiring  grace* 
whilf\  I  was  going  upon  a  perfecting  errand  to  Damaf- 
cuif  called  me  by  an  extraordinary  miraculous  appear¬ 
ance  and  voice  from  heaven,  and  by  a  powerful  irrefif- 
rible  impteftion  upon  my  heart*  to  make  me  both  a 
Chrifiian  and  a  mmiller*  [AEh  lx.  3*— 2Z.) 

16  When,  1  fay,  it  feemed  good  in  his  fight*  who 
delights  in  meicy*  to  make  a  clear  and  full  difeovery 
of  his  dear  Son,  in  alt  the  glory  of  his  perfon  and  of* 
iiccsi  rightcouihefs,  and  grace*  not  only  to  by  ex¬ 
ternal  declaration*  bur  likewife  in  me  by  internal  and 
efficacious  illumination,  (a  Cor*  iv*  6.)  that  I  might 
both  know  and  receive  him  for  the  falvation  of  my  own 
foul*  and  might  preach  him  to  the  Gentihs^  as  well  as 
Jews  \  I  did  net  Hand  to  confult  the  inclinations*  eafe, 

and 
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and  comforts  of  animal  nature,  which  confide  of  ficih 
and  blood,  nor  with  the  diCtaccs  of  human  policy,  re* 
luting  to  my  worldly  honour  and  in  ter  efts  a$  a  man,  or 
relating  to  the  apparent  rifles,  reproaches,  and  dangers, 
that  !  might  be  expofed  unto  by  complying  with  this  hea¬ 
venly  call*  v  nor  did  1  advife.  with  any  mortal  man 
whaifoever  about  my  doty,  in  a  cafe  which  was  made 


IT  Neither  went 
h|iCo]eniWcm* 
to  them  which 
*ert  apaftle*  be- 

fat  ore}  but  I 
went  into  Ara¬ 
bia  and  returned 
i*rn  UutD 

satau. 


>fl  Tku  after 
ttfre  years  I  went 
up  to  JeruftLcni, 
m  fee  Peier,  and 
abode  with  bLu 
tftUB  d^jX. 


fo  dirinely  plain  to  me, 

-  17  No,  nor  did  I  fo  much  as  go  up  to  JerufaUm  to 

receive  any  further  iuftrufiions  or  authority  from  thofe 
that  were  called  to  the  apoftldhip  before  me ;  being 
entirely  fatisfied  with  that  immediate  light  and  commit 
lion  which  I  Had  received  from  the  Lord  Jefus  him* 
felf :  But  having  begun  my  miniftry  at  Damafeux*  where 
my  converGon  was  publicly  known,  {AEIs  ix,  20.}  I 
went  forthwith  +  firft  of  all  into  diftant  parts  to  preach 
Chrtft  to  the  Jewsf  in  the  country  of  Arabia ,  where 
no  apoftle  had  been  before  me,  and  I  had  no  opportu¬ 
nity  of  converfing  with  any  of  them  >  and  from  thence 
I  returned  back  to  Damafcus* 

18  Then,  three  years  after  God  had  made  this  won¬ 
derful  change  upon  me  J,  I  took  a  journey  to  Jerufa- 
fan,  not  to  increaft  my  knowledge  of  the  gofpd,  or  to 
have  my  commiilion  confirmed  for  preaching  It,  but 
only  to  make  a  brotherly  viftt  to  Peter ,  that  great  apo¬ 
ftle  of  the  circumcifion,  that  I  might  have  tbe  pleasure 
of  converting  a  little  with  him,  and  of  hearing 'what 
the  Lord  had  done  by  bis  and  his  brethrens  miniftry  in 
thofe  parts,  and  of  telling  them  what  he  had  likewife 
done  by  mine  in  other  places,  fince  he  had  called  me 
by  his  grace:  And  Barnabas  having  introduced  me  to 
him,  and  told  bint  how  I  had  feen  the  Lord  in  the  way, 
who  had  fpoken  to  me,  and  how  I  had  preached  boldly 
ar  Damafcux  in  rhe  name  of  Jefus,  {Afls  ix*  27-)  he 
readily  received  me  as  a  faithful  difciple  and  mini  (ter 
of  Chrift,  and  l  tarried  with  him  no  more  than  fifteen 


NOTES. 


19  But 


*  As  JUjb  and  blood  \s  a  Jefcription  of  mor¬ 
tal  man,  and  the  apoftle  had  fpoke/(vcr,  10*) 
of  his  Jerking  to  pleafe  not  man*  tm  Cfd  j 
hU  eef  rtnfulitng  pep  ajd  m.  y 

take  in  his  not  beings  influenced  by  a  regard 
(a  human  worldly  inrcrefU,  as  well  as  his  nor 
Siting  with  men;  and  fo  what  he  here 
fiys  will  be  different  from  what  he  add.s  in 
tU  nett  vetfe,  and  wilt  help  to  fnini  a  more 
bfuttifnl  gndatintt,-  than  if  we  take  it  to  be 
Jiilic  more  thin  explicatory  of  this, 
j  Though  the  word  immediate*?  i*  placed 
in  1  before  /  twfcrrrA  koI  with  cat  faced  t 
^cr.  itf,)  yc*?  Mr  Lwk<  vbitrvtt,  :.t  prin¬ 


cipally  relate*  to*  Twist  into  .Arabia,  which 
probably  was  to  preach  rhe  gofpej,  though 
not  men lion cd*  rb at  being  of  &o  importance 
10  his  argument,  which  was  to  Ihcw  that  he 
u-a^  completely  furMlhid  immcdLtcly  from 
Chrid  himfdf  for  his  minllkrid  office,  be* 
foie  he  hud  the  lead  common  Station  with  any 
one  of  ihe  apoflles* 

|  Th:s  v*vs  the  firft  time  of  ihc  apofllc** 
pjino  to  ^crafihm  fincc  his  tonvedton, 
which  was  kvci'd  ’vears  l*cfore  he  became  an 

r 

apoifle*  (tie:  the  notes  on  A£U  ix,  17,  and 
xus.  3-J 
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rp  B<H  otlitrof 
the  apu^ka  6w  I 
none,  fsvi  James 
the  Lord's  bi-o¬ 
tter* 


10  Naur  the 

things  vhkh  I 
write  unfo  y^o, 
Ik)i«M  ,  before 
Gud  i  lie  cot. 


±1  Afterward* 
I  nmc  into  rbe 
region*  of  Syria 
*nd  Qlkb  ; 


11  And  was  no- 
tottwn  by  face 

unto  die  cborcbe* 
of  Jnda,  t 

u)  CJirrit: 


%%  But  ihey  had 
beard  That 
lie  whuh  perfo 

-toted  us  in  Liincs 
p aft,  do«  pmdt- 
eih  the  faith 
whidiancebede* 
toyed. 


*4  And  they 

chrtfed  God  in 
me* 


19  But  1  did  not  fo  much  as  fee  any  other  of  the  a- 
po files,  except  one,  who  was  then  at  Jcrvfalirm  iik  ;* 
wife  ;  and  that  w-is  James  the  juft,  who  m s  brother  or 
kmfoiau  to  our  Lord  jefus  according  to  the  flel h  :  So 
that  there  is  no  room  to  imagine  that  I  received  ir.y 
knowledge  of  the  gofpel*  or  my  com  million  to  preach 
it,  from  the  apoftolic  college. 

20  And  (ff)  as  theft:  things  arc  of  great  importance 
for  vindicating  my  dn rafter  and  the  doairine  1  preach, 
both  of  which  have  been  traduced  by  fonic  among  you  : 
Pray  obferve,  I  call  the  great  God  ro  Tritncfs,  and  de¬ 
clare  with  all  the  folemnity  of  a  religious  oath  in  his 
penetraring  fight,  to  whom  I  mull  one  day  giv;  an  ac* 
count,  that  uil  the  fofts  I  am  rehearfing  to  you  are 
ftriitiy  true  j  there  is  no  manner  of  deceit  or  hilhuod 
m  my  rcprcfenratlon  of  any  of  them. 

21  After  thL  fliort  vifit  at  Jerufalem ,  I  travelled  in¬ 
to  ihe  provinces  of  Syria  and  Cilicia ,  fomc  of  the  bre¬ 
thren  at  that  church  attending  me  in  my  way  thither, 
a*  far  zsCefariaj  and  fending  me  from  thence  to  Tcr~ 
Jus  with  the  kindeft  expreftions  of  ihnr  care  and  con¬ 
cern  for  my  fafety,  {/lets  tx.  30.)  which  fhewed  their 
approbation  of  me. 

22  But  fJt)  all  this  while,  I  was  not  perfonaily  known 
to  any  of  the  other  churches  of  Judta^  that  were  joined 
together  in  the  faith  and  fellowship  of  the  gofpel,  as 
believers  in  Chrift,  who  profeffionally,  and,  in  the 
judgment  of  charity,  really  arc  united  to  him  5  and  lb 
1  cannot  be  foppofed  to  have  gathered  my  light  i:t 
the  gofpel,  from  them,  any  more  than  from  the  apo- 
flies. 

23  AU  the  knowledge  they  had  of  me  was  only  by 
accounts  which  they  had  received  and  propagated  with 
admiration  and  joy  among  themfelves,  that  the  noted 
Saul^  who  formerly  was  the  birrereft  perfecuror  of  the 
Cbriftians,  was  now  hirafelf  a  preacher  of  rbofe  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  gofpel  which  they  beliei-*,  and  which  lie 
before  did  his  utmoft  to  fupprefs  ;  and  fo  is  now  In¬ 
come  a  helper  of  their  faith,  whom  he  before  endea¬ 
voured  to  deflroy  for  their  profeflion  of  ir. 

24  And  thereupon  they  rendered  hearty  thanks  and 
praifes^to  God  for  the  grace  that  he  had  to  freely  and 
wonderfully  beflowed  on  me,  the  chief  of  tinners:  and 
for  the  rich  advantage  that  accrued  to  the  caufe  of 
Chrift,  as  well  as  to  my  own  foul,  by  t bis  mcrciiul 
and  remarkable  change  that  had  been  wrought  in  me. 


HECOL- 
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RECOLLECTIONS, 

With  what  entire  ftrUfaftion  may  to  *lependMjpon  the  divine  authority  of  the 
pfpd,  which  was  delivered  by  The  a^oftk  P;;u\,  who  ha 9  teftified,  even  upon 
oath,  that  he  received  \U  to  (ret  her  with  his  commiflkjn  to  preach  it>  not  from 
ary  meer  man,  but  immediately  from  Jtfus  Chriff,  who  U  God-man  !  He  « 
tri&nlly  Hod,  as  al;  nmuflerul,  apoftofie  authority,  f pi  ritual  bldlrngs,  and  the 
whole  of  the  jrnfpeh Relation*  piteced  jointly  and  equally  from  the  Father  and 
him,  in didinCtion  from,  ami  in  op  portion  to*  all  that  is  derived  from  men; 

.a-id  he  is  as  evidently  Man,  as  he  died  and  rofe  again  from  the  dead:  AmlO 

kar  infinitely  important  and  beneficial  is  his  death*  who  pave  hsmfelf  an  atoning 
farrifice  for  our  fins,  That  he  might  dclh-er  us  from  them,  and  from  all  the  evils 
ei  t>.ii  preterit  world,  acceding  to  the  gracious  appointment  of  God  our  Father; 
and  whole  refurre^tioo  is  a  high  demo  filtration  of  the  acccetabltncfs  and  efficacy 
oc  his  death  for  thefe  great  and  holy  purpotes  j  On  this  root  we  may  comfort-* 
ably  hope  for  grace  and  ptP.ee  from  the  Father  and  Son  ;  end  if  grace  be  extend* 
<d  to  us,  ive  cannot  fail  of  jK-nce.  Bill  with  w tiat  holy  deteRaiion  Jhould  we 
rdrtt  thole  that  would  corrupt  the  goipvl  of  Chvift,  and  fubftitute  another  pre- 
tattled  gofpcl  in  its  Head,  fur  Scat  ion  in  any  other  way,  thau  alone  through 
faiib  in  him  1  How  grievous  and  aftoniifchig  is  it,’  that  any,  who  oticc  fcemed  to 
embrace  This  hlcfiVd  gelpel,  Ihould  be  turned'  alkie  from  it  to  fomc  other  feheme 
of  rtoflrirc,  w  hich  in  reality  is  no  pnfpd  at  all,  and  never  can  bring  folvalioii  to 
diem  J  And  how  heavy  in  the  curfc  that  lyes  upon  thofc  that  pervert  them  l  But 
0,  wbat  a  wonderful  and  happy  change  docs  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jtfus  make, 
when  it  effectually  reaches  the  heart  1  It  reveals  thrift  in  ihern  that  were  utter 
trangm  To  hirn  before:  anil  makes  them  ready  to  confefs  the '  ignorance  and  cr* 
j.41  that  they  formerly  gloried  in  t  it  turns  the  greateft  bigots  fur  fiiperfrition  and 
juuran  traditions,  and  the  moll  inveterate  enemies  to  Chrift  into  fiiiccre  heiic* 
fers;  it  changes  the  moft  furious  perfecutors  of  his  people  into  true  lovers  of 
iim  and  them,  and  into  zealous  preachers  of  that  gofpcl  which  they  before  fought 
to  deftroy  ;  and  it  makes  them  Inch  faithful  fervants  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as  no  long* 
trfeek  to  pleafe  mcr,  by  any  tnful  LOtrplianccs  with  tlicmj  and  when  he  calls 
them  to  his  wort,  for  which  he  feparated  them  in  his  own  pnrpofe,  when  they 
were  bom,  and  even  before  afi  worlds,  they  yield  obedience  to  him,  without 
conftilting  the  interests  of  the  Hefh,  or  the  opinion  of  men.  And  O  what  mat¬ 
ter  of  thanklgiving  and  joy  is  it  to  his  churches,  wherever  they  hear  of  fuch  mo¬ 
numents  being  raifed  to  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace*  whether  they  have 
enrfeen  their  facts  or  not  \  They  glorify  God  for  his  power  and  mercy  in  fa¬ 
ring  them, and  for  all  the  fervicc  to  his  people  and  caulc  that  is  done,  and  may  be 
further  hoped  for  by  them. 


L# 

* 


*■># 


S 


CHAP-  II. 

The  apojth  further  proves  the  divine  authority  of  his  doEtrine  and  mif 
ftsn  by  James,  Voter  and  John*;  owning  him  tf/u/Bamabas,  at  apofiles  of 
ihe  Gentiles,  and  receiving  Titus  a  Greek  info  their  ChrtfHan  cornmu - 
nhttj  -without  hh  being  circumcifcdp  if— io.  Gives  an  account  of 
another  interview  with  Peter  at  Antioch,  where  he  publicly  oppoftd 
him  for  ]udaizing,  11,-14,  ;  and  fairs  aerofoil  from  t  hence  to  enter 
upon  this  main  point  in  vic\vy  relating  to  judif  cation  by  faith  ' in 
thrift  without  the  work s  of  the  law ^  t£> — n* 


Paha* 
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T£xt  Paraphrase. 

•pHcn  fourteen  A  5a  further  evidence  that  my  apoftolic  infl  niflions 
ycar»  after  I  -Lx  an(j  commilfion  are  immediately  from  Chrift  him- 

1  would  add,  that  I  never  faw  any  of  the  apoftke 
Bam^s  *  aod  a  pain  til!  eleven  years  after  my  foremen  ticmed  vifit  to 
t°cdibil0*  *****  ^€ter*  [ch&p+  L  1 8-)  when,  *  fourteen  years  from  the 
mc  *  time  of  my  conver fion,  I  made  a  journey  to  Jem/altm^ 

in  company  with  my  beloved  brother  Barnabas ,  my 
colleague  in  the  apoftle(bip:to  the  GentUety  [AEts  xv,  2.) 
taking  Titvs  alfo,  a  ferious  and  excellent  young  man, 
and  minitter  of  Cbrtft,  along  with  me* 

%  And  Xwcrtt  2  And  I  then  went  tip  to  the  church  there,  not  to 
up  by  rcrchtbij,  he  taught,  or  confirmed  in  my  office,  by  them,  or  by 

cd unrothem apoflles  that  were  with  them  ;  but  on  an  important 
gofpel  which  1  occafion  relating  to  the  dreum citing  of  the  believing 
preach  among  the  Gentiles,  which  fome  vehemently  contended  for,  as  ne- 

Titdy To™ i hem  Ctffl"ar7  to  falvalion.  {Alls  xv,  i,  5,  Seethe  note  there.) 
which  were  of  re-  And  this  I  did  by  fpeciat  direction  from  the  Lord  f, 

bJ  *°  ma*nta*n  tbe  truth  and  purity  of  the  gofpel,  accord- 
ex  ing  to  the  revelation  that  had  been  made  of  it  to  me  : 
had  ran  in  vain.  And  when  1  came  thither,  fo  far  was  I  from  receiving 

the  gofpel  from  them,  that  I  explained  it  in 

its  full  extent  to.  than,  faring  it  forth  at  large,  as  I 
preached  it  among  the  idolatrous,  as  well  as  other  Gen* 
tiles  ;  and  declaring  what  glorious  fuccefs  God  had  gi* 
ven  me  in  that  work,  (A£U  xv,  4,  12.)  But  I  did  this 
at  firft  only  in  a  private  manner  to  perfons  of  the  great- 
eft  eminence  and  influence  among  them,  alone  and  be¬ 
tween  ourfelves,  (fee  the  note  on  Afls  xv,  3.}  as  think¬ 
ing  this  to  be  the  mod  prudent  method  of  proceed  in  j, 


left  if  chofe  of  the  judatzing  party  ihould  have  had  a 
full  and  plain  account  of  it  before  they  had  been  fofe- 

ened  by  peifons  of  the  great  eft  efteem  and  reputation 


notes* 


among 

■> 


*  This  was  not  the  apoftle's  fecund  jour¬ 
ney  to  JerttfiTtm,  when,  whiUt  be  was  pray¬ 
ing  in  the  temple,  he  was  in  a  trance,  and 
isw  Clirift  in  perftri ;  which  he  fpeati  of, 
Alfc  nil*  r7tij|.  and  when  he  probably  re¬ 
ceived  his  apoftolic  commirtjuo  to  the  Gtn- 
(fee  the  oote  on  Arts  in .  17 *}  Hot  whit 
be  here  fpeahr  of  i*  liu  thind  journey  to  Jr- 
rufaitm,  which  he  took  with  Barnabas  on  oc- 
cafon  of  the  diJjmte  ihat  had  been  railed  at 
jtnH'Kb  abont  eireminfmg  the  cunnrtc^ 
OewtsUMf  AOs  xv.  ]  4*  which  mofl  pro¬ 

bably  was  about  fourteen  y ears  after  his  con* 
vcrfrui,  and  cooiecjui-^Uy  but  eleven  at:er 
h'i  tirlt  joemey  thither,  mcirtkmcd  m.  iL 
And  < he  had  been  Jr  rii/afe  « to  car¬ 

ry  afoi*  tfiUhrr,  (Arts  *1*  19,  33*  ftvi  xii* 
?  f*)  hciwf'.-fi  thde  two  jor.rrW,  yet,  as  he 
they  faw  none  o£  tbc  apoftk:,  k  '*sSn:td- 


left  for  him  ro  take  any  notice  of  it  here. 
(See  Dr  U'babf*  uixc  on  tht*  vcrjV*) 

f  Bj  revffothrt  (uefa  drrnxAuv’.*)  is  U"* 

derftood  by  fbene  to  lijnify  that  the  jpolll  s 
went  areordinx  to  the  Jpecial  appoint mfiiT  of 
Gj<I  as  intimated  by  rl.c  Ifoty  drift  to  tbc 
prophets  of  the  church  at  /Ixtiork  and  to  him* 
iHf,  to  comply  with  their  defire  of  hisgoifjff 
oft  thrir  mefrigr  to  *JtrafeIen t;  but  oilirr 
lake  it  to  mean,  that  in  this  journey  he  iiM 
frit  able  to  the  revelation  which 
him  the  apoftle  of  the  Ge*£iUtt  telling  tlr 
chuirh  at  Jtrhjattm  what  things  he 
among  the  GtviHcs  in  purfiunct  of  k  : 

Dr  uo^c.)  And  « 'he 

of  the  word*,  and  the  truth  of  the  tart,  ir:/ 
agree  to  either  of  thefe  fenfes,  L  have  ;irM 
them  both  a  place  in  the  parapJirMl* 
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h 


j  But  rrithci 
Tiii:^  tfho  was 
ttib  ffl*,  being  a 
$Rxir  ms  Cum* 
jtllfil  to  be  cir * 
oxa&d: 


i  And  that  bc- 
opr  uf  hlfe  hrfr* 
tin  unawares 
fanu^ht  id,  who 
eim*ia  privily  eo 
oui  our  liber* 
tj  diich  uehivc 
b  Chrift  Jcfus, 
itoi  they  might 
tnngnjimubou- 

*?- 


j  To  whoru  we 
pit  place  by  fub- 
jcftiatiiio  not  for 
a.- i^ur;  that  the 
inth  of  the  5»f- 
pci  mi«bt  conti* 
£0fi  viih  you. 


among  them,  that  would  own  or  countenance  me  in  it, 
they  fhoiild  have  raifed  furious  clamours  again  ft  me, 
and  by  one  means  or  other  fhould  have  defeated,  in  fome 
degree  at  Icaft,  the  good  effc£t  of  thofe  Cervices  that  I 
had  further  to  carry  on  among  the  Gentiles  ;  and  even 
of  thofe  that  I  had  already  been  engaged  in  with  hap¬ 
py  fucctfs,  and  with  great  labour,  e^rneftnefe,  and  con¬ 
cern,  like  one  that  lays  himfelf  out  to  theutmoft  in  run¬ 
ning  a  race, 

3  But  to  Ihew  how  fiedfaftly  and  openly  I  ftock  to 
my  own  principles,  and  how  far  1  was  from  going  in¬ 
to  any  thing,  either  in  my  preaching  or  conduct,  that 
looked  like  encouraging  an  obfervation  of  the  Mofaif 
law,  as  neceflary  to  a  man's  being  juftified  andfaved,  I 
carried  Titus  along  with  me,  as  has  been  laid  ( ver *  u)- 
who,  tho’  a  Greek ,  and  fo  a  Gentile  by  birth,  was  not 
con  (trained  to  be  circumcifed  at  his  converfion  ami  ad- 
million  into  the  miniftry ;  nor  when  I  brought  him  to 
the  apoftles  at  JervfaUm ,  did  any  of  them  iufift  on  his 
being  fo, 

4  And  I  took  this  Cbriftian  raimfter  ^long  with  me, 

without  fuffering  him  to  be  circumcifed,  on  purpofe  to 
bear  a  public  teflimony  again  ft  the  erroneous  opinion  of 
fome  of  the  Pharisaical  feft,  who  pretending  to  b-  be¬ 
lievers  in  Chrift,  had  come  from  Judea  ;  and,  having 
been  artfully  introduced,  infiiiuatecl  thenifelves  among 
the  converts  at  Antioch^  (A£te  xv,  i,  5*}  *  under  the 
colour  of  Cbriftian  friends  and  brethren,  that  they  might 
have  the  better  opportunity  for  narrowly  infpe£Hng  our 
principles  and  conduft,  and  for  cavilling  again  ft  that 
holy  freedom  which  we  are  partakers  of  by  Chrift  the 
only  Saviour;  and  that  they  might  impofe  circumcifion 
as  a  badge  and  bond  of  fubje&ion  to  the  Mtfaic  law, 
as  if  he  had  not  delivered  them  that  believe  in  him  from 
that  covenant  and  its  curfe, 

5  This  was  fuch  a  bold  and  dangerous  inful  r  upon 
the  purity  of  the  gofpel-do£lrine  of  juftification  alone 
by  Chrift}  through  faith  in  him,  chat  how  allowable 
foever  in  fome  cafes,  and  under  fome  confident  ions, 
it  may  he  lo  give  way  for  a  time  to  the  v/cakncfles  and 
prejudices  of  honeft  Chriftians,  with  regard  to  the 
circumcilion  of  Jmifb  converts,  (fee  the  note  and 
paraphrale  on  Afts  xvi*  3,)  ;  yet  when  the  falfe  brethren 

infilled 


NOTE, 

*  FAft  Inthrp*  BtfTwj w  frwrbt  w,  is  ferente  to  wlut  is  recorded,  Afls  kt.  rt&f. 
fought  by  fume  to  be  meant  of  intir  being  1  rather  conceive  tli&t  the  church  at  Attach 
ir«ght  into  the  private  affcmhly  tt  Jerufa-  3*  intended, 

(tcm.)  But  a*  here  la  a  inaiufefl  re- 
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€  But  of  thofc 
who  (KOted  to  be 
famewhat;  (what- 
fwtr  they  wmcv 
it  zoaitcUi  do  nut¬ 
ter  t-i  me  ;  God 
ucrcpicih  no 
ium*«  perfoo ;) 
for  they  who 
famed  ft  if fimt- 
vAatt  In  confe¬ 
rence  added  no- 

tbipg  to  me. 


T  But*  coatn- 

riwite,  when  they 
Jaw  that  the  gnf* 
pci  of  the  uiK'r* 
cumci(ion  was 
commilKd  onto 
me*  ki  lit  gvfpd 
of  tit£  circomci- 
lion  was  uuu) 
Peter: 

(8  For  he  that 
wrought  crfeChial* 

ly  in  Peter  to  the 
sport  lefbip  of  the 
eitcDmeirion,  rhe 
Cnne  vis  mighty 
In  me  towards 
th*  Gentile* ;} 


infilled  onG  entile  believers  being  eircumcifed,  and  fo 
brought  under  an  obligation  to  keep  the  whole  law  of 
MqfeSt  in  order  to  their  acceptance  with  God  to  eter¬ 
nal  life*  neither  I  nor  Barnabas^  (ver.  1,)  would  by  a- 
ny  means  yield  to  them,  by  contenting  to  fuch  a  fub- 
jc£Uon  to  the  law,  £**■  T*  No,  in  a 

cafe  of  fuch  vaft  importance,  we  would  not  comply 
with  them  in  theleaft,  for  fo  much  as  one  hour,  or  in 

any  one  intbnee  whatfoever,  that  the  true  doctrine 
and  defigo  of  the  gofpd  of  the  grace  of  God,  relating 
to  justification  in  his  light,  might  continue  uncor- 
rupted  among  you,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  believing 
Gentiles, 

6  But  as  to  thofe  of  my  fellow  apoftles,  James*  Pe* 
terf  and  John^  (ver.  9*)  who  arc  indeed  eminent  fer* 
vanes  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  are  highly  magnified  by  your 
judaizing  teachers,  as  every  way  to  be  preferred  to  me, 
whatever  they  have  been  formerly,  (T7Tf)  it  does  not  at 
all  alFe£t  my  character,  nor  does  it  make  me  a  whit 
better  or  worfe  than  I  Ihould  have  been,  whether  they 
were  fo  great  and  valuable  in  thcmfelvcs,  or  on  your 
account,  or  not:  That  God  who  called  me  as  well  as 
them,  to  th*  apoftlelhip,  has  no  regard  to  any  man's 
perfon  vrhatfotver'on  account  of  names  and  parties,  or 
of  external  privileges  and  appearances:  but  reveals  his 
gofpel,  and  gives  his  commiflion  for  preaching  it,  to 
whom,  and  in  what  way  he  pleafes,  as  he  has  in  an  im¬ 
mediate  manner  to  me,  without  any  nfE fiance  from 
them ;  for,  be  they  ever  fo  great,  I  mu  ft  fay  that  noise 
of  them,  in  the  converfatlon  I  had  with  them,  contii* 
buted  any  thing  to  the  improvement  of  my  knowledge, 
beyond  what  1  had  learned  from  Chrtft  before ;  nor  did 
any  of  them  pretend  to  find  fault  with,  or  go  about  to 
correft  and  mend,  what  I  had  preached  and  done  a- 
mong  the  Gentiles* 

7  But,  on  the  contrary,  when  they  heard  the  ac¬ 
count,  which  1  and  my  brother  Barnabas  gave  them, 
of  whai  the  Lord  had  wrought  by  us  among  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  t  (Ails  xv*  5,  12*}  they  plainly  perceived  that  I  was 
intruded  by  a  divine  com mifSon  with  the  imniftiyof 
the  gcfpel  of  faivation  to  the  uncucumcifed  heathen;, 
as  Peter  was  of  the  fame  gofpel;  for  thefubftance  of  it, 
to  the  eircumcifed  Jews,.  (See  ihe  note  on  Horn,  ii*  26*) 

8  For  it  appeared  by  undeniable  facts,  that  the  fame 
Lord,  who  worked  effectually  in  and  by  Peter7  and  had 
produced  wonders  of  miracles  and  of  grace,  asthel'cals 
of  his  apoftolic  million  to  the  eircumcifed  Jews  \  had 
like  wife  worked  with  equal  power  and  efficacy  in  and 
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f  And  when 
Cephav 
in4  who 

foe itfl  to  be  pil¬ 
fer  perceived  the 
trtrt  that  was 

e 

ji'-C’j  anto  mct 
\rAiS  pw  to  me 
2<  E^rn/aas  the 
hand*  of 

l:.('vfc:ps  tbtt 
*c  Ai*l d  Unto 
t:.c  heathen,  and 
ihey  unto  the  cir* 
CLrucUioa< 


jo  Only  thty 

*3iu\d  that  we 

L:  iiLi  umember 

its  p^r;  the  fine 
tWIi  \  atf-j  v/as 
Liuard  to  dx 


1 1  Bur  vehtn 
Peer  ujj  ccroe 

10 


by  me*  unto  a$  full  and  clear  a  demon flrari on  of  my 
apaftolic  million  to  the  uncircurocifed  Gentiles, 

9  And  when  thofe  famous  apoflles*  Jfamest  Peter, 

and  Johny  knew  how  remarkably  God  bad  honoured  me 
with  his  free  favour,  in  qualifying  tae  for*  calling  me 
to*  and  owning  me  in  my  miniftry  to  the  Gentiles ;  they 
who  are  indeed  eminent  fervanta  of  Cbrift*  and  who  in 
the  account  of  mine  enemies  theiufelvev  were  efteemed 
as  the  principal  fupporters*  maim  amen*  and  defenders 
of  the  pofpcl;  they*  l  fay,  took  me  and  my  fellow-la** 
bourer  Barnabas  by  the  right  hand,  as  a  fymbol  of  re¬ 
ceiving  us  into  their  brotherly  affrfHon  And  communi¬ 
on*  and  readily  owning  us  as  the  ;;paflles  of  Chrift  ; 
and  they  agreed,  that  according  to  what  he  bad  difeo- 
vered  of  bis  mind  and  will  relating  to  us*  we  fhould  go 
on*  in  his  name  and  ftrength*  preaching  to  the  Gen* 
tiUsj  and  taking  them  far  our  principal  province*  as 
we  had  begun  to  do  before  ;  and  that  they  thcmfdves 
would  perfift  in  preaching  to  the  Jews,  and  taking 
them  for  their  chief  province  to  earn  on  the  work  of 
Chrift  among  them  \  ami  fc  we  cordially  wiflied  each 

other  fuccefs  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 

10  Only  the  three  apaftles  united  in  their  earned  re- 
queft*  that  we  would  be  mindful  of  the  nreeflitous  Chri-* 
(lians  in  thofe  peiilous  days  among  the  JevfS$to  procure 
charitable  contributions  for  their  relief  from  among  the 
Gentile  converts*  that  might  be  both  able  and  willing  to 
albft  them  *,  which  was  fo  laudable,  compafEomte,  and 
needful  a  work*  that  whether  they  had  mcntvncd  it 
or  not,  I  wus  of  my  own  accord  defirous  to  engage  in 
it*  not  only  from  my  natural  affedVton  to  ihy  o^n  coun¬ 
trymen*  and  from  the  hearty  and  Impartial  love  I  bear 
to  all -ChriA’s  poor*  without  diftinftion  of  parties*  for 
his  fake;  but  likewife  from  a  conlideration  that  the 
Gentile  Chriftians  were  debtors  to  the  jfr  w*  as  they  recei¬ 
ved  the  gofpel  from  them  j  and  fo*  being  made  partakers 
of  their  fpirifual  things,  ought  to  miuifter  to  them  in 
carnal  things*  (i  Cor ,  xv.  26,  17.)  lly  all  this  it  plain- 
ly  appears*  that  there  was  an  entire  agreement  between 
the  other  apoftles  and  me  at  Jerufalem ;  ami  that  they 
thoroughly  approval  of  my  dcctrine  aml  ccm million*  as 
of  the  fame  divine  authority  with  their  owu* 

11  But  when  afterwards  *  Peter  came  to  Aniioch% 

*  where 


N  0  T  p.. 


*  Some  have  thought  that  this  was  before  council,  and  continuer!  there  preaching  the 
the  council  at  ye*itfeie'm9  (Aft*  xv\)  bur  I  word  for  lifetime  afterwards,  (A£texv*ai* 
r+ikr  incline  to  thole  that  tste  it  U>  have  35,^  Hut  ir  does  nor  appear  tha:  Pant  had 
hc:n  afrer,  for  the  order  of  the  narrative  lorn  Pc/rr  more  than  cnee  bcfiwc  hi*  third 
freaks ibr  this;  and  Paul  a Ld  Bantam  Ctr-  journey  to  yertifaieiz,  which  he  mentions 
it p.l)-  went  to  As&rt  with  decne  of  ihe  ver,  it  oj'  this  chapter*  (Set  the  m>ic  there.) 
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t#  Antioch,  I 
with  food  him  to 
the  face,  bccuife 
be  wa&  to  be 
hiuned* 


where  was  the  fir  ft  memorable  church  of  the  GcntlU 
Chriftians,  [AEis  1:1*26.)  yea,  the  very  church  that  feat  nte 
and  Barnabas  to  Jcrufalem^  on  the  queftion  about  the 
Gtniilts  being  obliged  to  be  circumcifed^  and  received 
an  anfwer  in  the  negative,  (A£taxv,  1,-32-)  I  knowing 
myfelf  to  be  no  way  inferior  in  office  to  him,  and  find¬ 
ing  an  mconfiftency  in  hi$  conduct  herewith  his  avow- 
ed  principles  at  Jerujaltm^  did  not  go  about  to  reproach 
him  behind  his  back;  but,  in  faithfulnefs  to  my  truil, 
took  the  liberty  to  oppofe  and  reprove  him  perfonaliy 
to  his  face;  becaufe,  notwithstanding  all  his  great  nefs 
andgoodnefs,  he,  being  left  to  his  own  fpirit,  behaved 
at  fuch  a  rate  as  deter ved  to  be  openly  di fco time n mice d 
and  condemned  J. 


m  l  or  before  12  For  at  his  fir  ft  coming  to  Antioch  before  the  ir- 

thei  certain  came  rival  of  tome  zealous  judaizing  Chriftians,  that  came 

did*c» "with  the  ftomtbe  apoftle  JamcSy  he  knowing  his  Chriftian  !i* 
Gentiles  ;  but  berty,  freely  con  verfed,  and  fat  down  to  meals  in  a  friendly 

V\h  manncr*  MitvingGtntiles 9  without  any  fcruplc 

drett^anj  Jcp^nt*  on  account  of  their  not  being  circumcifed,  or  of  their 
cd  himfelf,  fcai*  different  meats  and  ways  of  drefiing  them,  that  were 

a^owet*  ^ 7  th zMofaic  law:  But  as  foon  as  thofe  bre- 
cumrifion.  C  CU>  thren  arrived,  he  temporized  fo  far,  as  to  carry  it  fliyto- 

ward  the  Gentik  converts,  and  decline  all  further  con¬ 
venes  in  a  foetal  and  familiar  manner  with  them, 


through  his  fear  of  offending  thofe  zealots,  and  railing 
their  prejudices,  rage,  and  outcries  again  ft  him. 
n  And  the  o~  13  And  the  reft  of  ihtJcTviJb  Chriftiansat  Antiochf 

!irf iSk^ifeS  that  bad  Pr««y  weU  Kot  0Ttr  *h«f  old  prejudices  a- 
him?  injhmuch  gain  ft  the  believing  G*ntUtsy  on  account  of  their  not 
tb«  Barnabas  al-  being  circumcifed,  were  fo  unhappily  milled  hy.P^rs 

awyWVnh<ath«r  behaviour,  as  to  follow  his  ftepa  under  feigned  pre- 
diffiinaktion.  ten ccs  of  its  being  unlawful  ;  or  at  leaft  inexpedient  to 

^fiociate  freely  with  them.  And  as  a  bad  example  in 
the  greateft  and  beftof  men  is,  of  all  others,  the  moil 
enfnaring  and  defiling  to  thofe  that  have  a  good  o- 
piruon  of  them)  lb  even  Barnabas  himfclf,  though  he 
was  an  exellent  Chriftian  and  apoftle  of  the  Genti!cs} 
was  carried  away  with  the  tire  am,  and  under  the  power 

ol 


NOTE* 

*  As  what  theapuftl*?  write*,  in  this  and  rule  of  faith,  which  vc  have  in  the  written 
the  three  following  vertex  is  admirably  fail*  word  of  God*  and  which  faithfully  eondc-mh! 
ed  to  his  purmrit,  for  fupporting  his  uitho-  inch  thing*  in  the  apoftlcs  thenifelret. 
litf,  3*  equal  to  that  of  Pw<?r  himfclf ;  Jo  it  proceeded,  from  tJidr  own  fpirit,  ami  tur. 
give*  tu  a  flagrant  proof  againft  the  popilh  from  tLc  Spirit  of  God,  that  we  m^rht  t^'* 
plea*  fin*  the  rupremacy  of  Peter  and  hi*  be  milled  by  them,  and  might  be  allured 
pretended  foeceubrs;  and  ftwws,  that  the  that,  where  no  fuch  intimaiion  1*  given*  an. 
apoftlcs  thcmfelvct wcrenrithtrinfoitiblenor  nothing  of  th=t  kind  appears  from  the  na- 
impeccable,  any  further  than  they  wenua*  lure  of  things,  we  may  &fdy  depend  on  ib- 
dcr  the  immediate  eooduft  and  influence  of  divine  authority  of  what  they  fatd  and  did 
the  Holy  Ghoft ;  But  this  no  way  aJftds  ibe  (See  the  note  uu  1  Cor.  xiu  to  ) 


Chi  Hi 


14  frtt  when  I 
bw  that  they 
miked  not 
rightly,  accord¬ 
ing  co  the  Truth 
tf  ihc  gofpei^  1 
bid  unto  Peter 
bvf^rt  them  all, 
li  ihofl,  being  a 
Jrw,  liyeft  after 
t-:ic  manner  of 
Gentiles,  and  not 
ai  ilo  the  Jrwt* 
illy  cojnpdldT 
tbwi  the  Gentile 
tilrie  as  do  the 
Jctfi; 


ig  We  ip  ho  arc 
J*w*  by  nature* 
wdnot  finnm  of 
the  Gentiles, 


ttf  Knowing 
due  a  man  is  not 
jartifia)  by  the 
worts  of  the  bw, 
hi:  by  the  faith 
of  Jefiis  Chrirt, 

iych  we  have  be¬ 
lieved  in  Jtfas 
Chrift,  that  wc 

might  bejuAified 
by  the  faith  of 

Cirri  ft  ,anA  not  by 
the  works  of  die 
bv :  for  by  the 
torts  of  the  law 

that  l 
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of  temptation  and  remaining  corruption,  was  like  wife 
drawn  by  fpecious  pretences,  contrary  to  his  own  judg* 
ment,  tofall  in  with  this  pernicious  fcheme. 

14  Bat  when,  in  reflexion  on  tbeir  conduft,  I  per¬ 
ceived  that,  in  this  particular,  they  did  not  aft  up  to 
the  fimplietty  and  godly  fincerity  of  the  Chriliijm  cha¬ 
racter,  nor  regularly  trace,  with  a  right  foot,  9r£*r#; 

behave  eorrdpondent  to  the  truefpirit  and  defign 
of  the  gofpel-doftrine  of  iuftification  alone  by  Ohrid  ; 
my  foul  waa  filled  with  holy  indignation  ;  and  applying 
myfdf  perfonally  to  Petcr^  as  the  ringleader  in  this  dan¬ 
gerous  fort  of  double-dealing,  1  fa  id  to  him  publicly,  in 
the  prefence  of  Barnabas  and  all  the  Jud^izers^  by  way 
of  caution  and  rebuke  to  them  as  well  as  him,  and  of 
confirmation  to  the  believing  Gentikj^  Since  you,  who 
are  you rftdf  originally  a  think  proper,  and  make 

no  fcruple,  on  feme  occaiions,  to  converfe  with,  and 
conform  to  the  cuftoms  of  the  Gentiles^  without  refprft 
to  any  diftiu&ion  of  nations  or  meats,  or  regard  to  the 
prohibitions  of  the  law  of  Mofci  about  them  ;  and  fince 
you  do  not  always  confine  yourfelf  to  the  ceremonial 
cufioms  of  the  Jm,  how  unreafortable,  injurious  and 
(elf-condemning  is  it  in  you,  by  this  your  refuting  for 
fear  of  the  Jews  to  conycrfe  or  cat  with  the  GaitiUs* 
to  entice  and  influence  them,  that  never  were  under  the 
law,  to  go  into  an  obfervation  of  it  afrer  the  manner  of 
the  Jt* u>J)  as  if  they  could  not  otherwise  be  accepted  of 
God  ?  How  abfurd  and  contrary  to  the  truth  of  the  got* 
pel  is  this  1 

I  j  For  we  PtUry  Barnabas^  Paul  and  other  believers, 
who  are  Jrws  by  birth,  and  as  fuch  were  counted  an 
holy  people,  and  trained  up  under  the  infhuftions  and 
obligations  of  the  Mv/atc  law*  and  were  not  finners  of 
the  GentiU  race,  who  were  always  utter  ftrangers  to 
that  law,  and  looked  upon  as  the  mod  profligate  and  a- 
bandotied  wretches  5 

16  We,  I  fay,  when  God  came  tr>  work  effectually 
upon  usby  his  Spirit,  were  fully  convinced,  that  no  man 
can  be  acquitted  from  condemnation,  and  accepted  of 
God  as  righteous,  by  his  performances  of  the  worbs  of 
the  law,  in  any  view  or  confide  ration  of  them  wharfo- 
ever,  but  that  this  benefit  is  to  be  obtained  merely 
through  faith  in  Chrift  on  account  of  that  per  ft  ft  righ- 
teoufnefs  which  he  has  wrought  out  in  conformity  and 
fatisfaftion  to  the  holy  and  broken  law  j  even  we,  (who 
flood  upon  better  terms  for  life  than  the  Gtntiks)  being 
made  thoroughly  fenfihle  of  this,  have  been  induced  to 
believe  in  Chrift*  as  the  only  Saviour,  for  this  very  end 

f  X  and 
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fhall  no  fU'Ot  i»c  arvl  purpot-s  that  we  might  be  juflified  unto  eternal  life* 
juitificd.  emircly  and  ilonc  through  faith,  m  apprehending  and 

receiving  him*  and  not  at  alb  neither  in  whole  nor  in 
part*  by  our  own  performances  of  the  deeds  of  the  law* 
And  there  was  an  abfolnte  neceffity  for  our  taking  this 
esurie,  as  ever  we  would  not  mifearry  in  an  affair  of 
fuch  vaflt  impnnance  ;  (much  mere  man:  it  be  (o  for 
the  Gentiles*  who  have  dill  lefs  pretences  than  had, 
to  depend  upon  rheir  own  works;)  for  confidering  the 

ftrift  demands  of  the  law,  and  the  great  and  many  de¬ 
fers  that  are  found  in  the  beft  of  us*  it  is  impoflible 
that  any  man  living *  be  he  Jent  or  Gentile*  Ihoiild  be 
jitjrtfied  by  bis  obedience  to  its  moral*  sod  much  lefsto 
its  ceremonial  precepts*  or  by  any  perianal  righreoufnefe 
of  his  own  as  the  feripture  itfclf  affures  us*  {Pf- 
cxliii,  2.) 

tt  *<1^  while  j  7  Du t  if*  whtift  in  this  manner*  we*  in  a  way  of  be- 
^^k  V°rh^"  lieving*  feek  for  juftification  alone  by  what  Chrilt  has 
u4  curfilvcs  *Ho  done  and  fuffered  in  our  room  and  ftead,  which  is  the 
arc  found  rTnrr*  proper  meaning  of  what  I  call  being  juflified  by  the  faith 
if  therefore  Ctmit  0f  Cbrift*  (yer*  t&*\\  If  at  the  fame  time  we  ourfelves 

the  miniftct  of  -  T  '  -  /  *  ■*  ,  , 

fin?  God  forbid,  arc  found  to  be  under  guilt  ana  condemnation*  as  un- 

pardoned  and  accurfed  Tinners*  which  is  the  cafe  with 
afl  shot  that  are  under  the  law*  [chap*  Hi-  io*  and 
Rom *  Hi*  19.) ;  fhall  we  therefore  fay*  that*  after  all  that 
Chrift  has  revealed  about  the  way  of  falmion,  and  has 
wrought  in  us  by  his  Spirit  to  make  us  renounce  all  ex¬ 
pectations  of  being  juflified  by  the  law*  he  is  the  au¬ 
thor  of  a  dlfpenfation*  which,  in  (lead  of  bringing  in 
ri  ghtcoufiiefs  to  eternal  life*  leaves  us  under  the  guilt  of 
fin*  and  confequently  under  its  power,  to  be  dealt  with 
as tranfprefibrs  f  ?  Derc liable  thought!  Far  be  it  from 
ever  entering  into  my  mind. 

18  For 


N  °  ’ 

*  The  ifKiftlt**  citing  th?s  paffcffe  of  ferip- 
turc,  in  proof  that  thry  couiU  nuL  to  juftw 
fird  by  the  w*,  rk^  of  the  law*  fhevs  that  ha 
included  the,  works  of  the  moral*  as  well  as 
of  the mentonblhiv;  for  David  umlouto- 
«dly  fo  when  he  (Ffah  cxliii.  i*  the 
place  here  referred  10)  In  thy  fight  fait  «# 
m/tij  Huinjf  b*  jufifiedi  aod  our  apatite  al- 
Ictlginj;  it  in  the  fame  ar^umcot,  Rom*  uL 
i«,  explains  if*  ns  reeling  to  the  fciwt  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  cat)  agrre  to  fvmw  bat  the 
moral  !'»w;  for  he  there  fpeaXs  of  it  Vs  the 
la1'*  by  which  the  Tvbdfc  wr.V  it  bcc-sw 
ty  bif'trt  "O' 0 J,  and  by  which  is  the  kn^wUJgi-  gf 
Jivu  (Set  the  Dote  there*} 

t  There  te  the  greatc/t  difiiciihy  jn  fixing 
the  (teternn mare  teefe  of  this  vertex  but  the 
5nur pretation  given  in  the  paraph  talc  feeing 


1  £  5, 

to  f*U  in  directly  wtlh  ibe  wb^te  fenor  of  the 
apoflle's  argument; ,  anJ  the  only  objeai&iij 
as  1  conceive,  ap In P  it  is,1  ttat  a  mi^ifier 
ft  a*  according  to  the  veiinmc  feme  of  that  e*- 
prdTion,  fi£tiifjrs  one  th.it:  wvzics-tttes  nr 
wiy  c^ntiihutes  to  i* ;  Ihit  this  idea 
will  be  included,  if  vs  00 raider  that  a 
Jffxtd  fin  is  always  rtipxug  fin,  and  tls  ^ni  t 
bdng  charged  upon  ns,  fuljjcflswto  its  power 
and  dominion;  and  fib  if  ive  are  really  na- 
jwftified*  while  wcieck  aed  profefs  tn  to  ;m- 
fttfiod  by  Chria,  vct  in  arc  dH1  v."- 

dcr  the  power  of  fin  ;  L^ntl  if  Chrifi's  tnr- 
trinc  of  JuftifuMChm  alone  by  him  itaTti  cj 
in  that  rfater  he  thereby,  mJlead  of  deliver¬ 
ing  u$  from  fin*  the  more  c&ftuatiy  bind;  a 

U])OH  D5* 


an. 

it  For  if  1 
hiliJ  again  the 
|rrn  which  X 

'ycd*  I  mate 

c?fdf  i  t  ran£* 
* 

Milir. 


Tbe 
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t$  For  1  thro* 
i\t  hw  am  dead 
trilcJs^,  that  [ 
cii-bt  Ike  unto 
UJ. 


1 8  For  if  I  again  go  about  to  fet  up  the  righteoufnefa 
of  the  law  for  juft! fifaMon  before  God,  after  I  had  re¬ 
nounced  all  regard  to  it  for  that  purpofe,  which  is  like 
a  foolifli  builder  creating  the  fame  fort  of  houfe  that 
he  had  pulled  down  as  infufficient  to  anfwer  liis  end,  I 
fhculd  grievotifly  offend  a  gain  ft  God  and  my  own  cow- 
foie  nee,  by  falling  from  the  doctrine  of  grace,  (c£v*/* 
v,  4.)  and  defeating  my  own  defign  in  bdievingon  Chriffc 

alone  for  juft  ideation  5  and  ftiould  reduce  myfelf  again 
to  a  ftaie  of  guilt  and  condemnation,  which,  according 
to  the  tenor  of  the  law,  mull  be  the  cafe  of  everv  enc 
that  has  tranfgrtfTed  it.  (Chap,  tii,  to.)  But  this  I  cun 
never  be  perfuaded  to  dn_ 

19  For  by  the  deep  fenfe  I  have  of  the  fpin^uslity, 
extent  and  ftricfnefs  of  the  law  in  its  demands  for  jus¬ 
tification,  and  of  GodVdclign  to  convince  of  fin*  and 
nor  to  juftify  the  finner  by  It,  I  am  quite  taken  ofr  from, 
and  dead  to  all  my  farmer  expectations  of  rig  btcou  fads 
tu  eternal  life  by  it,  (Rom.  vit.  9,  to.)  \  and  now  foe  that 
1  am  difeharged  from  the  Mcfaic  law,  a*  a  covenant  of 
works,  that  I  might  live  in  a  Rate  of  favour  and  accep¬ 
tance  with  God,  through  the  rightcoufiicfo  of  Chrift  in 
whom  I  have  believed  for  this  very  purpofo  *  j  and  th^c 
being  divorced  from  the  law  as  my  firtt  huib'inJ,  ami 
married  to  Chrift,  l  might  live  upon  better  principle?) 
to  better  ends,  and  under  new  obligations/ in  all  holi- 
nefs  to  God,  according  to  the  unchangeable  rule  of  o- 

bed  knee,  which  he  has  laid  down  in  the  law*  (IZ&m* 

*  *  \ 

vii.  I,— 6.) 


—  # 

30  I,  in  this  manner,  am  crucified  to  the  l.:w,  or, 
which  is  much  the  fame  thim;,  the  law  is  crucified  to 


iq  I  am  crtici- 

fnl  villi  ('ll rifl  : 

^vcrthddS  I 

Ev«j  «r  not  I,  me,  as  to  all  expeciatioiis  of  life,  or  nolability  of  at- 

bit  Cud  ft  iketh  1 —  .  - r _ i  i_  .  *_  ’  r 

i:i  j\'x  :  and  the 
I:*c  which  J  now 
Jkv  :a  rhe  fldh,  1 

L.'c  bv  the  faith 

■ 

of  the  Sjn  of 
C«i,  who  loved 
me,  and  ‘gave 
iiatfclf  for  me. 


tdining  it  by  ai:y  ptrfotial  obedience  ro  its  prirerpts  j  I 
have  entirely  dons  with  i:  for  any  fuch  purpofe  though, 
and  together  with,  and  by  virtue  derived  from  CluiJt, 
who  was  crucified  to  bear  its  curfo,  and  cancel  its  obli¬ 
gation  as  a  covenant :  Ntverchcieis,  whilfl  i  am  in  this 
.  fenfe  dead  to  the  law,  I  am  brought  into  a  thte  of  juf- 
tification  to  life,  and  am  enabled  on  that  foundation  to 
bring  forth  living  fruits  of  right eoufncfs  to  God  ;  yee 
this  life,  in  either  of  thefe  conGuerations  of  it,  is  net 
owing  to  any  thing  in  myfelf,  but  only  to  Chrift,  who 

lives 

N  O  T  E, 


*  I  think  interpreter*,  hj  having  general- 
If  dro|ipd  the  notion  of  living  to  (Jod,  tn  a 
fliv  of  pinion  and  acceptance  with  him,  in 
(his  an-!  she  toileting  verfe,  Joft  fight  of  the 
spnftlc**  nniiurgomcia,  a*  if  ii  had  no  con¬ 
cern  here*  and  mskc  the  tunuctfkm  of  the 


ft  verfe  with  thefe  very  abrupt;  and  there¬ 
fore  I  have  brought  into  view  tLe  ii(c  of  ya- 
JiifcitShu,  a*  welias  of  JauftiJiCAtkin  and  ho- 
Rnt-rs,  in  this  part  of  ihc  apgftlc^  tcafcit- 


X  * 


Ch.  u. 
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*1  I  do  not 
froftratethegniee 
of  God  ;  fur 
if  righteoufncfc 
come  by  the  !a#, 
then  thrift  is 
dead  in  vain* 


Jive*  as  a  head  of  righteoufnefs*  and  a  head  of  in  fin* 
cnee  in  me*  by  virtue  of  my  union  with  him  \  fo  that  it 
is  not  fo  much  I  that  live*  as  Chrift  that  lives  in  me  ; 
and  the  life  of  pardon  and  acceptance  with  God  and  for 
hi9  glory*  to  which  I  am  now  reftored*  and  according 
to  which  I  continue  to  live  and  a£l,  whilft  I  am  here  in 
the  body*  is  not  by  the  works  of  the  law*  nor  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  dictates  of  the  flefli,  but  only  by  that  faith, 
which  renounces  every  thing  of  felf,  and  carries  me 
out  to  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  as  relying  entirely  upon 
him*  and  deriving  all  vital  influence  from  him*  who, 
in  the  greatnefs  of  bis  endearing,  matchltfs*  and  di- 
ftjuguifhuig  grace*  without  any  defert  in  myfelf,  loved 
me,  and  freely  gave  himfelf  up  to  the  worft  of  deaths 
to  make  a  complete  atonement  for  my  fir*  %  and  to  re* 
deem  me  from  its  power,  and  from  the  wrath  to  come* 
and  entirle  me  to  eternal  life. 

21  In  all  this  I  fticlc  clofe  to  my  evengelicai  princi¬ 
ples*  I  do  not*  1  dare  not*  I  would  not  be  fo  ungrate¬ 
ful,  as  to  defpife*  rejefl,  or  make  void  (wtafcro)  the  gof- 
pel  of  grace*  the  love  of  Chrift*  and  the  free  favour  of 
God  in  giving  him  for  us*  and  accepting  us  as  righteous 
through  faith  in  him*  as  they  do  who  plead  for  juflifi- 
cation  by  the  works  of  the  law  f  :  For  if  rightcoufnefs 
to  eternal  life  were  to  be  wrought  out  by  our  obedience 
to  the  law*  under  any  confederation  of  it  wh adherer, 
there  would  then  have  been  no  need  of  his  dying  to  dif- 
charge  us  from  condemnation*  and  entitle  us  to  life  * 
and  fo  the  grace  of  God*  which  appears  in  his  death, 
anfwers  no  purpofes  of  this  kind*  that  might  not  have 
been  anfwercd  without  it  $  nay*  if  the  law  bears  any 
part  in  our  judification*  his  death  was  infufficient  of  it* 
Self  for  it*  and  grace  is  no  mors  grace,  (Rom*  xi.  <!*) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


With  what  remarkable  prudence  did  the  great  apoftle,  gradually  and  feafon- 
ably,  communicate  the  gofpd  of  Chrift  in  all  its  extent,  light,  and  glory ;  firft  to 
perfotis  of  chief  efteem,  rank,  and  influence,  in  the  church,  that,  being  coun¬ 
tenanced  by  them,  it  might  have  the  eafier  accds  to  the  prejudifrd  minds  of 
others,  and  that  he  might  not  lofc  the  great  end  of  hi&  miniftry,  in  which  he  la¬ 
boured  for  the  ialvation  of  immortal  fouls  I  With  what  fafthfulncfti  did  he,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  hifl  prudence,  flick  to  his  evangelical  principles,  and  execute  his 
comrmfliom,  in  not  fullering  Titus  to  be  circumcifcd,  when  an  ill  ufe  wa%  hkely 
to  be  made  of  it,  to  the  fub  verting  of  the  gofpef/  And  with  what  evidence  did 
he  tuppurt  the  divine  authority  of  ms  office,  av  equal  to  that  of  Peter,  or  of  any 

othrr 


NOTES. 

*  The  apoftle**  faying  fo  emphatically,  gers  to  his  Urijig  io  them, 
and  with  appropriation,  Chrift  foved  nr,  f  The  itaftn  which  the  ap»ftLe  here  gives 
sad  jtrve  hmfelf  fir  w,  intimates,  that  he  again  ft  juftlficatiou  by  the  works  of  thelaw, 
looked  npon  this  as  a  peculiar  favour  to  him,  I  $  of  equal  force  in  every  confidcraiion  of 
in  diftinition  from  the  bulk  of  mankind,  them ;  and  therefore  is  not  to  he  reltraUked 
and  particularly  from  thole  that  wen  ftna-  to  the  works  of  (he  cot  monk!  law* 


a.  m. 
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other  apoftles J  Accordingly*  James,  Peter,  and  John,  neither  of  which  claim* 
cd  a  fu priority  over  the  other,  upon  hearing  with 'what  glorious  efficacy  Cbrift 
had  exerted  his  power  in  and  by  him,  could  not  but  embrace  him  with  the  a  flec¬ 
tion  of  brethren ;  and  while  they  could  add  nothing  to  the  revelation,  or  tbe 
com  midi  on  which  be  had  received,  they  cheerfully  agreed,  that  he  and  Barnabas 
ftould  go  on  with  their  work  principally  among  the  Centimes,  wifhing  them  pro* 
fpority  in  the  name  of  the  I*ord  ;  and  that  they  themfdves  would  moflly  conti- 
nue  to  preach  the  lame  gofpd  to  tbe  Jews*  And  Paul,  to  Ihew  his  affection  to 
fctrjih  converts,  without  dlftin&ion  or  parties,  was  as  willing  fo  do  what  in  him 
Uy  for  the  relief  of  their  poor,  as  their  own  apoftles  could  with  him  to  be.  But, 
aba  1  how  far  may  the  belt  of  God’s  fervants  and  people  *be  'flittered,  under  the 
power  of  temptation,  to  ad  unbecoming  the  fmcerity  of  their  l' hr  if  trait  charac¬ 
ter,  and  injuriously  to  the  true  golpel  of  Chvift  t  Witnefs  Peter,  Parnabas,  and 
many  other  believing  Jews*  And  how  dangerous  are  great  examples,  when  they 
take  a  wrong  turn  !  Whatfoever  therefore  any  man's  authority,  reputation,  or 
preteoccs  be,  an  unworthy  behaviour  is  to  be  detefted  and  op  pole  cl  in  them,  as 
well  as  in  perfons  of  lower  character ;  and  they  who  publicly  oftend,  ftimild  be 
as  publicly  rebuked,  that  others  may  hear  and  fear.  And  with  what  earneftnefe, 
real,  and  holy  bold  nets,  fhould  gofpel  mini  Iters,  and  Cbrift  inns  too,  contend  for 
(he  pure  dodrine  of  juflification  alone  by  Chrift,  through  faith  in  him,  in  appo¬ 
rtion  to  juft  i Scat  ion  by  any  works  of  the  law!  Their  own  experience*  under 
the  faring  con  visions  and  operations  of  the  Spirit,  leads  them  to  bdfeve  in 
Chrift  alone  for  this  purpofe,  as  knowing  that  they  were  before  in  a  ftate  of  con¬ 
demnation,  and  that  by  the  deeds  of  the  law  no  man  can  be  juftificiL  They, 
by  their  in  light  into  the  true  nature  and  deiign  of  tbe  law  itfelf,  are  dead  to  all 
expectations  of  behtg  juftified  by  it,  that  they  may  look  for  this  benefit  alone 
from  Cbrift,  through  bis  atoning  hlood  and  facrifice;  and  may  live  by  faith  on 
him  for  it,  and  for  quickening  and  fan&ifying  influence  to  enable  them  to  live  in 
all  holy  obedience  to  God,  according  to  the  everlafting  rule  of  righteoufWs,  aa 
contained  in  the  moral  bw.  This  is  Weed  not  fo  much  their  own  living,  as 
Chrift*s  living  in  them :  And  to  take  any  other  courfe  for  fecking  acceptance 
with  God,  and  effectual  influence  for  living  to  him,  is  to  go  about  to  build  what 
they  themfelves  had  befoi*e  destroyed,  and  to  fuhjed  them  to  a  ftate  of  guilt  and 
condemnation,  as  tinners  whom  the  law  can  never  juft ify ;  and  it  is  to  render  the 
free  grace  of  God,  and  the  meritorious  death  of  thrift  ufclefs,  and  of  none  tf- 
fcft:  But  O  how  delightful  is  it,  when  the  believer  can  make  a  perfonal  claim  to 
CJiiift,  and  lay  on  good  grounds.  He  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelt  for  me  ! 


CHAT.  III. 

* 

The  apoftle  reproves,  and  warmly  expqftulates  with  the  Galatians  for 
their  folly,  in  departing  from  the  great  doSlrine  of  jvflification  alone 
through  faith  in  Cbrift,  I, — 5.  J  eflabtijbes  this  datirine  from  the 
example  tf  Abraham’j  jujlificatun,  6, — 9»  from  the  tenor  of  the 
law,  and  the  Jeverity  of  its  curfe,  from  which  believers  are  redeem~ 
ed  by  Cbrift,  that  they  might  b.e  bleffcd  with  Abraham.  10, — 14. 
from  the  ft  ability  of  the  covenant  of  promifes  made  with  him,  -which 
tbe  law  could  not  dif annul,  and  from  the  inconftfteney  of  juftiftcation 
by  the  free  promije ,  and  by  tbe  law,  15,-18.  He  neverthelefs 
Jbews  that  the  law  had  its  ttfe,  as  it  was  given  to  ftnners  among  the 
jew$  to  convince  them  if  their  need  tf  a  Saviour ,  and  -was  a  fchool - 
*  mafter  to  lead  them  to  Cbrift ,  rg, — 15.  ;  and  that  under  the  gofpel- 
ft  die  true  believers  are,  without  dtftintiion  of  nations,  or  if  external 
circunft antes ,  all  one  in  Cbrift >  and  heirs  if  Abraham’j  blejfmgs, 
16,-29. 
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T  KXT\ 

I'oolilli  Gala¬ 
tian*,  vbo 
t^lti  licuitiJid 
you,  th^ r  y^u 
itim»Li3  no?  obey 

tb-  truth,  Iw/nrc 
tvhDta  eye*  jcibs 
diriil  hath  liteo 
evidently  fct 
fo>  ii  ,  eiu^ifitci 
-gfnong  you  f 


a  THs  only 

+ 

would  l  learn  cf 
you,  Received  ye 
the  >’t¥bi;  by  the 
vorit*  nl  tlchiu\ 
«r  bt  the 
of  l^ith  l 


3  Are  ye  & 

fct  t  iti  ;  Jawing 
hv^-r  in  j  hi-  Sri’- 

1  r 

Ttt,  are  yr  i:tiw 
Itindt  by 

ihe  r 


Paraphrase. 

f  \  H,  ye  thoughriefs,  incorifiderate,  Hupi  J  G&fof  Uus  ! 
V-/  ^a-jovt0^  ]  would  reproach  you;  but  my  hcti?t 
is  moved  with  tender  companion  toward  you,  and  with 
holy  zeal  fertile  purity  of  the  gofpd;  which  1$  corrupt¬ 
ed  among  you  :  By  what  artful  infimialions  and  ftrnta- 
gems  has  *Sjre:i,  cr  any  falfe  teacher,  as  his  inftrumenr, 
to  far  infatuated  you,  as  to  prevent  your  continuing  10 
adhere,  and  yield  yourfclres  up  to  the  true  gofpel  doc¬ 
trine  of  jufiificancn  alone  hy  Jefu*  Chrift,  through  faith 
in  him,  (chap,  ii-  iti.)  who  in  his  iuffirnngs  and  death 
has  been  in  as  lively  and  affeCting  a  manner  reprint¬ 
ed,  and  as  it  were  painted  out  umoug  you,  in  The 
preaching  of  the  gofpcl,  and  in  the  admmiftration 

cf  the  Lord's  flipper,  as  if  ye  had  a&iufty  fern  him 
lunging  upon  the  crofs  with  your  bodily  eyes,  and 
tht*  defign  cf  whofc  crucifixion,  to  deliver  you  from  the 
as  a  covenant  of  works  has  been  clearly  opened  to 

you  ? 

2  Let  me  only  alk  yon  this  fair  and  plain  quell  ion, 
to  convince  you  of  your  prodigious  folly  and  madneis 
he  rein  ;  Were  ye  made  partakers  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
(which  10  many  of  you  were  endued  with  in  his  mira¬ 
culous  gifts,  ami  I  would  charitably  hope  in  his  graces 
too)  by  the  mi  mitral  ion  of  the  Jaw,  or  on  account,  or 
by  means  of  any  works  performed  by  you  in  obedience 
to  that  mioift ration  of  death  and  condemnation?  (2  Cor. 
ill.  7,  9-)  or,  on  the  contrary,  was  i:  not  by  means  of 
yeur  hearing  and  embracing  the  doftrine  of  faith  in 
Chrift  alone  for’  juft: ficution,  even  that  word  of  faith 
which  we  preach,  and  is  the  miniftntion  of  the  Spirit 
and  of  rightcoufnefs  ?  {Rom.  x.  8,  and  2  Car.  Hi*  8,  9-) 
Which  of  thefe  js  it  that  God  has  owned  with  fuch  re¬ 
markable  tokens  of  his  favour  and  acceptance  ?  Thefia£t 
evidently  proves,  and  ye  nmft  furely  acknowledge,  that 
it  was  not  by  the  firft,  bur  by  the  laft  of  thefe  difpenfa- 
tions  ;  efpccially  eonfldering  that  many  of  you  never  fo 
much  as  heard  of  the  law  of  Aio/af  till  after  ye  were 
converted  from  your  Gentihfm* 

3  Having  then  fet  out  fo  happily  and  hopefully  in  your 
Chriftian  courfe,  under  the  light  and  influence  of  the 
Spirir,  with  faith  in  Chrift  for  all  acceptance  to  eternal 
life,  according  ro  the  tenor  of  the  gofpei;  how  furpri- 
fingly  ftupid  and  irrational  U  ir,  for  any  of  you  to  ima¬ 
gine,  that  your  jufiiGcation  is  to  be  compleated  by  your 
own  obedience  to  the  law,  which  may  be  termed  /r/b 
in  oppoflriou  to  the  gofpeJ,  as  ir  is  deftitute  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit,  {2  Ccr *  Hi*  5,-8.)  and  a  man  is  bound  to  obey  the 
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4  Have  yt  faf- 
iifrd  f(>  rrvoy 

iri;*  in  vain  ?  it 
if  :v  yet  in  vain. 


5  He  there¬ 
for;  that  raini* 
llrrth  to  you  she 
bp"it,  anil  n'Hik- 
fih  mimics  a- 
moug  yon,  *f*th 
U  U  f  he  ’J'OV  f.  S 
cf  the  l;vt  cr  hy 
th :  i:L\Lr  -  ,  £  g£ 

fcfch? 


<  Kven  as  A- 
brju^ni  b^Fieved 
fiod,  *nd  i*  wai 

itrcttjctci]  lit  hiui 
Jt^r  ri^htcoLifi:t^T 


T  X  n<ra>  ye 
tUrtfor*,  that 

they 


whole  of  it  by  the  fieftily  ordinance  cf  circumcifion, 
(GaL  v*  3*);  as  its  ceremonial  rites  limit*  fy  only  to  the 
purifying  of  the  ftclh,  (IM.  u\  13*}  1  anti  as  feeking 
juftification  bv  aify  works  cf  the  Uw  is  p^aOng  to  the 
fiefti,  is  taught  by  tbe  wifdom  of  the  fldh,  and  gratifies 
the  pride  of  corrupt  nature*  m  giving  it  cccafion  of 
a  (Turning  glory  to  it  felt  ?  [Rem.  iv*  2.)  But  all  this  is 
fo  far  from  pet feOInss  that  it  is  directly  (htveefive  of 
the  gofpeNdotlrine,  in  this  grand  articJe.of  it, 

4  And  as  ye^havo  fuffered  a  great  deal  of  pc-ifcciuion, 
by  the  inftigaiioa  of  yonr  adversaries  the  Je~&5%  for  your 
profeflion  of  this  very  do&rine  ;  how,  p;e poft croud y 
weak  and  foolilh  has  your  fubmitting  to  lb  many  hard* 
(hips  on  that  account  been,  without  any  manner /if  fpi- 
rirual  benefit  to  yourfclves  ?  If  aftei  all  {which  God  for¬ 
bid)  ye  fiioutd  apofictize  ;  and  lb  both  your  profdTiOu 
and  fufferings  (hould  prove  to  be  unprofitable  and  vain. 

5  To  return  therefore  to  my  argument,  (y*rr.  2  ) 
whether  ye  confidcr  Chrift  as  the  author  *,  or  jne  as 
only  the  infiruraent,  of  communicating  to  Tome  of  you 
at  lead,  fuch  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  arc 
tokens  of  God’s  accepting  you  j  and  of  Inch  wonderful 

miracles  as  are  a  divine  aueilation  to  tbe  truth  cf  rh£ 

* 

gofpclj  are  thefe  powerful  and  gracious  cfie£ts  predu 
ced  under  the  influence  of  ChriiVs  Spirit*  by  means  of 
my  preaching,  or  of  your  doing,  the  wo;ks  of  the  law* 
in  order  to  your  julUJication  ?  It  U  evident  that  there 
can  be  no  pretence  of  this  kind.  Or  were  thefe  fa* 
vours  conferred  upon  you,  by  means  of  your  hearing 
and  embracing  the  doctrine  of  fai:h  in  Chrift,  as  alone 
fufiieient  to  nnfwer  that  end  ? They  certainly  were;  and 
this  is  a  teftimony  from  God,  that  your  juftriicarion  is 
no  way  owing  to  the  law,  but  only  to  Chrift,  through 
faith  in  him. 

6  Even  as  it  was  in  the  cafe  of  Abraham  t  {Gen*  xv. 
1,  5,6.)  that  eminenr  father  of  the  faithful  whether  7*w 
or  Gentiles^  ( ver*  28.  2<p,)  who  gave  credit  to,  and  felt¬ 
ed  upon  the  promife  which  God  made  to  him  of  the 
Mcjjiah)  {ver*  8,  16.)  ar.d  wiv.t  tic  apprehended,  and 
believed  in  the  promifed  Saviour  for,  was  imputed  to 
him  for  rtghteoufnels  unto  jultificutiun.  {See  rite  note 
on  Rom,  riv*  3.) 

7  Be  ye  therefore  aflbrcp!,  that  they  who  are  true  be¬ 
lievers  in  Chrift,  according  to  the  promilcs,  as  that  gre^t 

pat  rial  ch 
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9  He  that  m:#i]!rrs  or  JkppUc s  (a 
yen)  n;jy  KTilc  cither  Chrift,  w!»o  was 
nt-^toacti,  tver*  1*)  or  to  t-hs  apt  flic;  hini- 
Jds4  ^  M  Mio&iiy  troni^dlcJ  hiitven 


and  hr^th  z\x 
rap^si’c  ii>  >: 


h'.ttt  the  pa* 
:u  iJ;t:  J’lr^Ur t 


CONi;rrm«ci;i  t  t':i  s 
ID  \\x  l-i* 


iJhih;  \U\i  ha-i 

iranrt!i  (*;J, 
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ihqr  wliirh  sir  at 
ftitb,  the  Ci^ic 

arc  fhc  fTiJieii 
# 

tf  Abruham, 

8  And  the 
fcrpture  ,  ft*ro- 
ieciu^  that  God 
winilo  jMFtfy  i  he 

falth^  preached 
Ihviiv  the  poiVi 
unto  Ahrtbuif, 

foFi2Z+  h)  th« 
'full  nail  was 

be  bleftd, 

F  .  ■ 


0  So  then  thr^ 
ubicl)  lw  rT  faith 
ere  hldlld  with 
faithful  Abra- 
ban}. 


TO  Foe  as  ma* 

■ 

Try  as  are  of  the 
u-orkif  of  the  liw 
are  under  the 
curie  ;  "  for  it  U 
written,  Cnned 
ii  every  ntse  ifiat 
eoiuiDucth  not  in 
»N  things  which 
arc  written  it;  the 
book  of  i  he  law 
to  do  them. 

e  t.  .y 


it  Rut  that  no 
in  an  is  juftifiul 
by  the  bur  in  the 
fi^ht  of  God  it  is 
evident:  for,  The 

JHU 


patriarch  was,  are  in  a  fplritual  fenfe  the  true  children 
of  Abraham^  whom  God  owns  and  accepts  as  fucb,  that 
they  may  be  blefied  together  with  him* 

8  And  as  there  is  but  one  way  of  any  Tinner’s  being 
juitified  }  fr>  the  Holy  Ghoft,  by  whofe  hi fpi ration  the 
fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teftamenr  were  written,  fore¬ 
knowing  that  God  defigned  in  due  time  to  juftify  the 
idolatrous  Gentile^  as  well  as  others,  only  through  faith 
in  Chrift,  intimated  it  long  before-band,  even  before 
the  inftitution  of  eifeunidfion,  and  the  giving  of  rhe 
law,  by  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation  which  he  publifh- 
ed  in  his  promife  to  Abraham^  faying,  {Gen.  xiL  3*) 
In  tbeey  meaning  in  thy  ftedy  as  it  is  afterwards  explain¬ 
ed,  {chap.  xxii.  18.)  1.  tf.  thro*  the  obedience  and  fuf- 
fr rings  of  the  Mejjiahy  who  will  defeend  from  thy  loins, 
fhali  per  To  ns  of  ail  nations,  whether  Jews  or  Genti{esf 
be  gracioufly  accepted  of  God,  and  bkfled  with  all  fpt- 
rutul  and  eternal  hleflingg* 

p  From  hence  therefore  it  plainly  follows,  that  they* 
who  are  partakers  of  a  true  and  lively  fairb  in  Chrift* 
and  feck  to  bejuftified  merely  on  his  account,  whatfo- 
tver  their  character  and  condition  had  been  before,  are 
blotted  together  with,  and  as  effectually  as,  believing 
Abraham  htmfelf,  that  famous  friend  of  God;  which 
they  could  never  be  by  virtue  of  their  own  perfonal  o* 
bedience  to  the  law* 

IQ  For  all  mankind  being  (inner*,  as  many  of  them 
as  are  under  the  law-covcnzm,  and  arc  fuch  abetters  of 
its  works,  as  to  look  fpr  pardon,  j unification,  and  fal* 
vat  ion  by,  and  for  what  they  can  do  in  conformity  to 
it,  are  To  far  from  being  bltfled,  that  they  are  under  a 
fenrencc  of  condemnation  to  mifery  and  death  :  For  fo 
ftrift  and  ft  v  ere  is  the  law-tenure  in  its  moral  demands* 
that  it  abfolutely  condemns  for  every  failure,  infbmuch 
it  is  written,  with  regard  to  all  that  arc  under  ir, 
{Deut*  xxvii*  ad*}  The  curfe  of  God,  which  i$  the  de¬ 
claration  of  his  wrath  in  the  law,  (lands  in  force  a  gain  ft 
every  one,  and  binds  him  over  to  deferved  puniihmcnt 
who  does  not  perfonally,  univerfally,  and  perfectly  con¬ 
tinue  at  all  times,  in  thought,  word,  and  deed,  through 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  life,  to  ohferve  and  perform  c- 
very  precept  that  is  recorded  in  the  book  of  the  lav* 

without  the  leaf!  daw  or  de/e  ft  by  any  fin  of  omiflioa 
pr  commiflion  whatfoever. 


11  But  it  is  flill  further  evident,  tbat  no  man  is  or 
can  be  juftified  on  account  of  his  own  obedience  to  the 
bw,  at  the  bar  of  the  juft  and  holy  God,  whofe  pene¬ 
trating  eye  obftrves  every  finful  motion  of  the  heart. 


11 
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ChiiS* 

jifl  fludl  live  by 
«du 


it  Anti 

&  cot  cf  tilth  : 
frj:  j  The  main 

[tut  doth  them 
Ailijive  in  them. 


r-}  Chrift  hath 

jc detmed  vs  from 
dc  curfe  *of  the 
being  made 
a  cnrfe  Cor  us : 
for  it  is  written, 
Curfed  is  every 
nt  thit  htngtfh 
tt*  tlM* 


tt  That  the 
jUdling  of  Abra- 
him  might  come 
po  ih<  Qehtilt* 
fTTUUgh  Jcfui 
Qkriit  j  that  we 
Bight  receive  fhe 
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as  well  as  the  ad  ion  of  the  life  :  For  be  has  appointed 
another  way  for  the  juftificauon  of  fioful  men  as  apt 
pears  from  an  exprefs  declaration  of  bis  will  in  hie  word* 
where  he  fays*  (ffeb*  ii.  4*)  The  man  who  is  accounted 
righteous  before  God,  (hall  be  delivered  from  law-con* 
damnation*  and  brought  into  a  ftate  of  life  and  fac¬ 
tion  j  and  (halt  continue  to  live  in  that  ftate  of  favour* 
and  acceptance,  through  Jtfus  Chrift  and  hlft  righteonf- 
nefs,  by  means  of  his  faith  in  him*  till  it  be  crowned 
with  eternal  life,  [Rom.  1.  17.  fee  the  note  and  para* 
pbrafc  there*) 

12  And  it  is  certain*  that  the  way  preferibed  for  juf- 
tification  in  the  law  is  not  by  faith;  but  the  terms  which 
it  has  fixed  for  that  purpofe  are,  that  tbe  man  who  per¬ 
fectly  anfwers  all  its  demands,  by  doing  every  thing 
which  it  enjoins,  he,  and  none  bat  be,  (hall  be  ac¬ 
quitted  from  condemnation,  and  entitled  to  life  by  it  j 
fo  that  unlefis  his  obedience  to  the  law  be  perpetual,  fin* 
lets,  and  without  defeat,  which  is  impoflible  to  any  man 
in  his  prefent  fallen  ftate,  he  is  fo  far  from  being  able 
to  obtain  a  title  to  life  by  the  tenor  of  the  law,  that 
he  cannot  free  tiimfelf  from  its  curfe* 

13  But  Chrift,  in  the  great nefs  of  his  love,  and  by 
the  merit  of  his  death,  f<£*x<¥**r")  has  bought  us,  who 
believe  in  him,  out  of  the  bands  of juftice;  and  fo  by 
the  price  of- his  own  precious  blood,  has  delivered  us 
from  all  that  wrath  and  pimifhment  which  is  fummed 
up  and  threarned  in  tbe  curfe  of  the  law,  as  the  due 
defert  of  fin  ;  be  having,  by  God  the  Father's  appoint¬ 
ment,  come  under  the  fen tence  and  execution  of  the 
law,  in  our  room  and  (lead,  when  be  hung,  like  the 
vildl  of  criminals |  on  the  crofs,  as  is  iotimated  by  the 
very  nature  of  that  kind  of  death,  and  bis  being  deli¬ 
vered  by  the  determinate  covnfel  and  fbre*know  ledge  of 
Ood>  to  fufTer  it,  (A3s  it.  23.) ;  for  this  fort  of  death 
was  not  only  the  moft  infamous  of  all  others  among  the 
Romans  t  but  is  ftigmatized  in  the  Mojatc  law  itfelf, 
where  it  is  written,  (Dent*  xxi.  23-)  with  a  typical  view 

to  the  crucifixion  of  Cbrift,  Every  one  that  is  hanged 
on  a  tree,  is  to  be  deemed  as  forfaken  of  God  and  de¬ 
voted  to  death,  according  to  the  utmoft  rigour  of  tbe 
Jaw  again  ft  the  moll  execrable  offenders  that  are  con¬ 
demned  as  guilty  in  its  eye. 

J4  Our  bleffed  Lord,  with  amazing  condefccnfion 
and  companion  to  us,  fub  mined  in  this  manner  to  bear 
and  take  away  the  curfe  of  the  law  from  us,  that  in- 
(lead  of  its  heing  executed  upon  us,  according  to  our 
dcfms,  the  bleffmg  of  rigbteoufnefs  to  j  unification  and 
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priijiufc  of  the 
tipi rit 


through 


tj  Brethren*  I 
fptak  after  tk 
m^nrver  of  men  ; 
lluM$b  it  he  Imt 
a  covenant, 

yet  if  it  be  can- 
firmed,  no  m-*n 
d  t  dan  n  il] let  h 
adJrth  thb'fcu, 


1 6  Now  t o  A- 
£rihacn  and  bis 

lerd  u  ere  the  pro* 
tm fes  inoiic.  He 
fiitfr  n  <t.  And 
to  teds,  of 

many  i  tan  ?$  of 
one,  Aod  torhy 
icpd,  which 
CariA, 


life,  ( ver .  u,  ar*)  which  was  conferred  on  Abr&lmnf 
and  was  prorrjfcd  to  him  for  hit  covenaut-fetd,  that 
fhould  claim  under  Chrift,  iu  whom  all  nations  were 
to  be  bfeffed,  might  he  freely  vouchfaftd,  even  to  be¬ 
lieving  tinners  of  rhe  Gentiles >  through  the  only  Savi¬ 
our  j  who  Ihould  defeend  from  his  loins  ;  and  particu¬ 
larly  that  we,  who  live  under  the  gofpe!-diipenfinion, 
whether  we  be  Jews  or  Gentiles 9  might  receive  the  pro- 
mi  fed  Spirit  in  a  plentiful  communication  of  his  gifts, 
graces,  and  comforts,  as  the  pledge  and  token  of  *>ur 
title  to  the  eternal  inheritance,  and  as  a  teflifieatrou  cl 
tc  to  our  conferences,  not  for,  or  on  account  of  any 
works  of  our  own,  but  merely  through  faith  in  him 
who  purchafed  this  bic fling  for  u$. 

15  To  illu (Irate  this  point,  my  brethren,  by  z  prusn 
and  familiar  example  taken  from  the  common  praciicc 
of  ill  nations  in  their  civil- affairs,  and  by  language  th.:t 
men  are  well  acquainted  ivtth  :  We  know  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  a  covenant  of  promifes,  like  that  to  Abrjbam% 
that  if  it  be  but  an  engagement  made  by  fuch  mutable 
and  ftiort-fightcd  creatures  as  men,  who  may  after wauis 
change  their  minds,  and  find  fame  unforefeen  incim- 
vemenccs  attending  it  \  yet  if  it  he  once  duly  ratified, 
by  its  being  iigned  and  fealed,  it  is  not  lawful  for  any 
one,  without  the  confent  of  the  covenanter,  to  alter  it, 
either  by  cancelling  and  making  it  void,  on  one  hand  j 
or  by  adding  new  articles  to  it,  as  the  felf-jufticiatfes 
and  legatifts  of  this  day  would  do  by  the  covenant  of 
grace,  on  the  other* 

16  Now,  to  apply  this  to  the  cafe  before  us,  the  co¬ 
venant  that  l  have  given  a  hint  of,  {ver*  8,  9,  14,)  re* 
lating  to  the  way  of  our  being  accepted  of  God  as  righ¬ 
teous,  con  lifted  of  a  free  promife,  which,  beesufe  0*  bz 

vaft  comprchenfion  of  bleflings,  and  of  its  being  fir:: 
nftade  to  Abraham ,  and  afterwards  repeated  to  him,  and 
to  1/aaCy  {Gen.  aeii*  3*  and  xxii,  18.  and  xxvi,  4.}  may 
be  called  the  promi/es$  and  which  the  all- wife  'and  un¬ 
changeable  God  hirofdf,  who  cannot  lie,  made,  iv-z 
to  the  father  of  the  faithful  only,  but  to  him  and  h :c 
feed  :  And  to  fliew  that  this  was  meant  of  one  partici:- 
-lar  fort  of  feed,  God  did  not  fay  that  he  gave  this  cove¬ 
nant  of  promifes  to  Abrahamf  and  to  Lis  feeds  hi  the 
plural  number,  as  if  he  meant  all  bis  natural,  as  well 
tia  fpiritual  children,  or  fuch  of  his  fieflily  poflnity 
fliouM  feck  to  be  juftified  upon  any  other  foot  ihgii 
that  of  the  covenant  made  with  him,  as  well  as  with 
thofc  that  walk  in  the  fteps  of  his  faith,  {Rom,  iv.  12.;  j 
yet  God,  in  a  Way  of  proniife  to  his  feed,  fpoke  in  the 
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tj  And  ibis  I 
fry,  dur  the  co- 
oaivt  th^t  was 
om  firmed  befoit 
of  God  in  Chri(lt 
tbe  liw  which 
was  four  hundred 
iifcf  thirty  years 
fftcr,  ennui  <Ji£ 

iinaJ,  that  It 
fboutd  make  the 
prom  lit  of  Done 
dal 


lingular  number,  which  was  primarily  meant  of  Cirijt 
■  himfclf,  aa  ro  defeend  from  him,  not  through  tbe  loins 
of  Ijbmnel \  biit  of  lfo.de ,  who  was  the  child  of  the  pro¬ 
mife  ;  and  fo  represented  the  true  children  of  Jhrabam , 
that  Ihould  be  accounted  his  fpirituai  feed,  and  Ihonld 
be  reckoned  to  Chrift,  and  claim  under  him,  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  mvfticai  body,  thro1  faith  hi  him.  (flom,  is, 

7»  «.)  * 

17  Thus  therefore  I  argue  ;  This  covenant  of  promt- 
fes,  which  was  made  with  a  view  to  Chrift*  (€« 
and  was  to  receive  its  final  confirmation  by  his  blood* 
having  been  beforehand  ratified  by  God  in  him*  and 
with  relation  to  him*  who  is  the  head,  mediator,  furety 
and  fubftance  of  ir*  and  who,  according  to  tbe  aflu ranee 
then  given  ro  Abraham^  fliould  fpring  from  his  ioinsf 
as  that  Methah  in  whom  his  fpiritrfal  feed  of  all  11a* 
tions  (hould  be  bkfled  ;  this  covenant,  I  fay,  being  con¬ 
firmed  by  God's  own  word  of  promife*  {Gat*  xit.  3*) 
by  rhe  feal  of  circumcifion*  and  his  acconiplifhment  of 
one  leading  part  of  the  promife  in  the  birth  of  ljaac3 
(ch,  xvii*  4,  10,  15,  19.  and  xxi.  a.)  and  by  his  oath* 
(ch,  xtii.  itf,— 18*}  the  law  of  Mofesy  which  was  not 
given  till  f  four  hundred  and  thirty  years,  (Ex*  xiu 
40.}  after  this  great  promife  was  made*  could  not  in 
any  confiftoicy  with  the  wifdom  and  faith fulncfs  of 
God,  invalidate  it,- and  deftroy  its  cffe£tj  fo  as  to  fuper- 
fede  it*  and  in*roduce  another  way  of  jufUfi cation  and 
fdlvation  than  that  which  this  promife  related  to  ; 
This  plainly  fhews*  that  a  right  and  title  to  eternal  life 
cannot  be  obtained  by  the  works  of  the  law*  but  only 
thro’  faith  in  Chrift* 


it  Tor  if  the 
InJitriunee  Ik  of 
the  lam*,  it  is  no 
BitfC  of  proud  fe: 
but  Go  J  gave  it  to 
A  bra* 


18  For  if  a  title  to  the  heavenly  inheritance*  typified 
by  that  of  the  land  of  Canaan^  is  obtained  by  virtue  of 
any  works  done  in  obedience  ro  the  law*  it  is  no  longer 
the  matter  of  a  free  promife  ;  fince  works  and  grace* 


N  o 

*  The  feed,  t h  Cht'fo*  rt  nndvrftt'od 

W  feme  to  mean  our  Lord  Miulcif  ferfo&ttl- 
/t,  a*  detrended  from  AlrulaM ;  and  liy  o- 
Ehm  (Thrift  mwJHcetiti  as  compne-hending  all 
hif  fpirituai  i«fi,  or  thole  that  believe  in 
him,  who,  whciherihcy  be  J^v^cr  Oent/lcu 
ait  in  a  cove nant -fc a (c  Abraham ’*  foed,  and 
rrfri  KCCt diujt  to  the  pronxfc,  (ver.  And 
it  1  think  both  may  be  included,  the  |mrj- 
pltrajc lotrod-uces  both;  though  it  as 

if  the  primary  reference  were  to  Cluift  f?r- 
/ttj  tin  con  fide,  m]  * 

f  T  he  ufual  computation  of  four  hundred 
thirty  yt srs  is  fivim  the  time  that  the  pro- 
wu  fit  ft  Hibdc  to  Ahittkow  ai  the  2£c  of 
years,  (Cm,  *4  )  Ao;a 


thence  t»  the  birth  of  AbrAam  being 

ibcu  an  hundred  years  old,  (Gcu,  xxh  j*) 
vas  twenty -five  years;  from  licence  to  ilie 
birth  of  Jtnrf  wu  fixty  years,  (Gen,  xsv, 
ad*)  from  t lienee  to  gmi>£  into  Egjft 

Vii  art  hundred  And  thirty  years,  (Geu.  xtrii, 
v  )  end  from  then  tv  to  I/mfi  ciciivu'ancc 
out  of  EggpT  was  two  hundred  and  fifteen 

years,  which,  added  to  the  foregoing  tmm~ 

Ws,  snake  lour  hundred  and  uitrey  years, 
which,  ancoiding  to  ihc  Seventy  (Kxod  xii. 
40.}  tar  the  whole  time  of  their  iojouroing 
in  h'.gtpl,  and  before  in  the  land  of  Caaaatu 
(‘Jcc  ipkishj  on  :tic  pbcie,  Bedford's  Chruno* 

p-c*  3-^3*  iod  V&ivafol  H ijl*  p,  41  j*- 

fi>;k 
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Ch.  in. 


Abrahun  by  pro- 
uift. 


ip  WlM^fort 
then  firipfib  the 
law  ?  il  n$  ad¬ 
ded  bccaafc  of 
traflfgrcflioii!,  till 
the  feed  (herald 
come  to  whom 
the  prunife  wz* 
mode :  aaJ  it  vat 
ordained  by  so- 
get*  in  the  hand 
of  a  mediator. 


a*  Nova  me¬ 
diator  is  not  a 
iter  of  one; 
hot  God  it  oac* 


in  this  con  fide  ration  of  them,  are  dire&ly  opposite. 
(Rom*  xi.  <S*)  but  it  is  evident,  that  God  gave  it  (K,x*F*m 
Tat)  to  Abraham  and  bis  feed,  not  through  the  Jaw,  but 
by  a  merely  gratuitous,  free,  and  absolute  promife, 
through  the  rightcouftiefs  of  faith,  that  it  might  be  fure 
to  all  bis  fpi ritual  feed,  of  what  nature  foever  they  be* 
(Rom^  Iv*  i  j,  1 <S.) 

19  Some  then  may,  perhaps,  object  and  fay,  If  it 
be  fo,  to  what  end  or  purpofe  was  the  Mofaic  law  de¬ 
livered  to  the  Ijraelitcs  at  all?  to  .this  I  anfwer,  It  was 
afterwards  annexed  to  the  promife,  not  for  bringing  in  a 
new  way  of  juftificatfon,  but  in  fubferviency  to  the  great 
dcGgn  of  the  promife  itfelf,  that  as  they  were  iiuncis, 
and  obnoxious  as  fuch,  to  divine  wrath,  as  well  as  the 
reft  of  mankind,  it  might  be  a  means  of  difeoming, 
as  well  as  reftraining  fin,  of  convincing  them  of  their 
guilt  and  danger,  (Rom.  in,  20*  and  in  1 and  v*  20.) 
and  of  their  need  of  fuch  a  gracious  promife  ;  and  might 
put  them  upon  looking  to  Chrift  and  his  atoning  facri- 
fice,  (ver,  24 .}  till  he  at  length  fhould  come  into  the 
world,  who  was,  by  way  of  eminence,  that  feed  of  A* 
brabamy  to  whom  the  promife  principally  referred,  and 
in  whom  believing  Jews  and  GentUes4  as  the  true  chil¬ 
dren  of  Abrabamt  fhould  be  united,  and  gathered  into 
one  body  under  him,  as  their  head,  who  is  tbs  end  of 
tbs  law  for  righteoufnefs  to  every  one  that  belie vt$% 
(Rom,  x*  4*);  and  this  law  was  not  given  to  Ifrael,  like 
the  promife  to  Abrabamznd  ins  feed,  immediately  from 
God  himfelf ;  but  it  was  conveyed  by  the  miniflry  of 
angels  (fee  the  paraphrafe  on  Ads  vii.  yj.)  to  Mofist 
2nd  delivered  into  his  hand,  astbe  reprefentative  of  that 
people,  and  as  a  typical  Mediator,  who  flood  between 
God  and  them,  (Lev*  xzvi,  46.  and  Deut*  v.  5*}  to  re* 
mind  them  of  their  need  of  the  promifed  Saviour  to  per¬ 
form  this  office  effectually  for  them. 

20  Now  a  mediator,  as  tbe  very  term  fignifies,  is  a 
friend  that  interpofes  hetween  two  parties,  and  is  not 
to  tranfad  merely  with  and  for  one  of  them  to  the  ex¬ 
clusion  of  the  other  :  Bur  God,  from  whom  the  law 
was  delivered  to  If  rati  by  the  hand  q{  Mqfes^  is  only 
one  of  the  parties  concerned  in  the  promife  unco  Abra¬ 
ham  and  bis  fpiritual  feed  of  all  nations,  Gentiles  as  well 
as  Jews  ;  and  therefore  as  Gentile  believers  were  in¬ 
cluded  in  that  propmfe,  and  neither  they,  nor  their  re* 
p  re  fen  ta  lives  were  prefent  at  the  making  of  the  Sinai 
covenant,  nor  were  concerned  in  that  which  was  made 
only  with  the  natural  feed  of  Abraham%  this  rranfac- 
doo  between  God  and  the  Jews  could  not  vacate  the 

antecedent, 


Ouiii. 
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ft  the  law 
lfceo  again  ft  the 
pTumifcs  of  God? 
G*J  forbid:  for 
if  (Jiett  had  been 

given  which 
eflld  have  given 
Efe,  verily  righte- 
tarfnrik  (konld 
hive  been  by  the 
kw. 


%%  But  the 
bipture  hath, 
ooduded  all  un¬ 
der  fin*  that  the 
pnmufe  by  faith 
of  Jriiis  CHrift 
be  given 
to  them  that  be- 
kve. 


12  Tint  before 
frith  cwac  we 

were 


antecedent,  free  and  abfoluce  promife,  which  extended 
Hkewifc  to  the  Gentiles ;  and  indeed  he  is  one  Godt  wht 
juftifiei  the  ciramctjkn  by  faith,  and  the  uncircitmcifion 
through  fattbt  [Horn.  iii.  zo. )  and  is  one  and  the  fame  *, 
immutably  faithful  to  his  word  of  promife,  and  to  them 
that  trull  in  him  according  to  it. 

21  Is  the  law  then,  in  this  way  of  dating  things, 
really  oppolite  in  its  deiign,  as  JeviJb  2calots  would 
fugged,  to  the  free  promife,  which  was  given  to  Abra¬ 
ham  and  his  feed,  and  is  drawn  out  with  greater  per* 
fpicuity  and  glory  under  the  gofpel*ftate  ?  No,  by  no 
means  ;  far  be  it  from  os  to  imagine  any  fuch  incon- 
filtency  and  contrariety  in  God’s  own  difpenfattons  ; 
there  is  uo  room  for  fuch  a  thought}  one  being  given 
to  fubferve  the  other,  and  not  that  we  might  be  juftifi- 
ed  by  one,  as  well  as  by  the  other :  For  had  there  been 
any  law  enacted,  that  could  have  entitled  a  fallen  crea¬ 
ture  to  life,  on  condition  of  his  performing  the  obedi- 

ence  it  required,  it  is  certain  that  God  would  have  fpa- 
red  his  own  Son,  that  eminently  promifed  feed  of  Ahro~ 
barn  ;  and  righteoufnefs  for  jollification  to  eternal  life 
fhould  bare  con  filled  in  a  conformity  to  that  law  f. 

22  Cut,  on  the  contrary,  the  facred  feripture  of  the 
Old  Teftament,  in  its  general  tenor,  hath  pronounced 
upon  all  mankind,  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  in  their  fall¬ 
en  date,  that  they  are  finners,  (Aar.  iii.  p, — 23.  See 
the  note  there, )and  hath  Ihut  them  up  together,  {«>««• 
wcf)  as  in  a  prifon,  under  a  fentence  of  condemnation, 
and  incapacity  of  fatisfying  for  their  pall  offences,  or 
rendering  themfelves  acceptable  to  God  for  time  to 
come,  by  any  obedience  of  their  own;  and  all  this  is 
declared,  to  the  end  that  there  might  be  no  room  for 
aoy  to  leek,  dr  exped  ro  be  juftified,  by  their  own 
Works  ;  but  that  the  free  promife  of  pardon,  life  and 
falvation  thro’  faith  in  Cbriff,  which  he  is  both  the  ob- 
je&  and  author  of,  might  take  place,  and  be  graciouf- 

Jy  fulfilled  to  every  one  that  believes  in  him. 

23  But  as  we  arc  naturally  (Irangers  and  enemies  to 

this  important  truth,  and  it  was  but  obfeurdy  intima¬ 
ted 

E  8. 

jrmnifi  by  faith  of  Jtfri  Cbriff ,  and  our  be- 
in*  jttjBJita  by  faith  t  to  our  tr  aining  life  by 
a  iBWj  i,  c.  by  our  own  perietal  ob'dicnutA 
artj  lutffy  which  Oiews  Unit  acuiniag  juftiika- 
lion  to  life  through  f<taht  is  not  through 
faith  af  an  riff  of  0} b&httsrf  to  any  fiippOKcl 
law,  but  as  it  lays  hold  on  Chritt  for  eternal 
life,  and  on  the  free  promi/c  hi  and  through 
him*  (Sec  the  aotc*  on  Roma  u  j*.  ai\4 

I?,  3.) 


HOT 

*  The  various  fenief  1  have  given  of  God 
0  nct  arc  very  eonGAcnt  with,  tbe  apoAltfi 
fopc;  though,  perhaps,  the  firft  of  them 
might  be  moA  immediately  intended*  (See 

Mi  lerie’f  note.) 

t  A  and  by  iht  fro,  (va/ecc  and  titta* 
ft)  in  the  latter  pare  of  the  terfe,  are  with- 
autihc  article ;  and  there  Core,  according  to 
Ur  Lxkt's  rule  of  interpretation,  (fee  his 
no's  on  Rom.  ii,  14.)  they  relate  to  law  in 

(tend i  aiid  Lkc  apoJUc  ierc  oppofei, 
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were  kept  uulcr 
the  let,  (hut  vp 
unto  the  faith 
which  ibould  af¬ 
terwards  be  ro- 
veakd. 


14  Whmrovt 
the  bv  was  our 
fchool  *  cutter  to 
Irirtr  us  onto 
Chnft,  that  wo 
'might  be  julH&tl 
'by  faith. 


■ 

xf  But  after 
that  faith  is  come, 

we  are  no  loader 
under  a  ftbool- 
matter* 


h 


ted  under  former  difpenCations ;  fo  till  Chrift,  the  00* 
je£t  of  faith  f,  and  the  doftrine  of  juft;  fi  cation  and  fal- 
vation,  thro*  faith  in  him,  came  to  be  fully  mamflled 
by  the  gofpel,  and  till  vc  accordingly  were  brought  to 
believe  in  him;  even  thofe  of  us  that  were  educated 
in  the  Jsvjijh  religion ,  were  preferred  indeed  under  the 
Mofasc  law  from  joining  with  the  idolatrous  rites  of  o* 
ther  nations;  but  were  held  like  captives  in 

ward*  under  its  commanding  and  condemning  femcnce, 
and  were  all  (hut  up  together  as  crimi¬ 

nals  iticlofed  in  prifbn  under  a  fenfe  of  guilr,  and  oh- 
noxioufnefs  to  wrath ;  and  yet  referved  to  be  trained  up 
by  degrees  under  the  difcipline  cf  the  law  unto  the  re¬ 
ceiving  of  Chriftj  and  the  doflrine  of  faith  in  him* 
which  was  afterwards  to  be  revealed  with  the  cleared 
evidence  under  a  new  difpenfatioa  of  light  and  grace, 
vaftly  exceeding  all  that  had  ever  gone  before  it* 

24  We  arc  therefore  to  confider  the  ufe  of  the  whole 
religious  law  of  Mofe*t  under  the  notion  of  a  fchool* 
matter's  office  in  the  education  of  youth,  to  bring  us 
up  for  Chrift,  and  to  direct  and  lead  us,  like  children f 
{*x,u^7h)  during  our  ftate  of  nonage,  to  him,  as,  by 
the  liriftnefs  of  its  moral  precepts,  and  the  feverity  of 
its  curls,  it  (hewed  ns  our  fin  and  dafiger,  the  infaffici- 
ency  of  our  own  rig hteouf nets,  and  our  need  of  fuch  a 
perfe£tiy  righteous  and  atoning  Saviour  as  Chrift  is; 
and  as,  by  its  wremonial  rites  and  typical  Sacrifices,  it 
both  carried  a  conviction  of  our  own  guilt  amt  defile¬ 
ment,  and  pointed  out  his  death  and  fufFcrings  to  us, 
that  we  might  learn  to  quit  all  dependence  on  our  own 
performances  of  the  deeds  of  the  law,  in  any  view  of 
them  wharioever  for  j unification,  and  might  feck  to 

obtain  it  alone  thro*  faith  in  the  meritorious  obedience 
and  facrifice  of  the 

25  But  now,  after  Chrift,  the  object  of  faith,  andrh* 
doftrineof  jufti&caMon  by  faith  in-  him,  is  made  fully 
mamfeft  under  the  go  fp  cl- ft  ate,  and  ve  ourftlves  are 
brought  to  believe  in  him  for  rightepufnefs  to  eternal 
life,  we  are  got  beyond  that  difpenfation,  and  are  no 
longer,  like  minors,  in  a  ftate  or  ignorance,  weakaefit 
and  fervile  fear  unde^the  fever e  pedagogy  of  the  law, 
to  drive  us  by  its  terrors  to  Ch  rift,  and  to  fhadow  him 
out  to  us  by  its  obfetire  types,  as  one  that  ffiould  come 
to  deliver  us  from  fin  and  wrath* 

26  For 


H  o  T  E. 

f  Tn  this  md  the  next  verfe  but  on faith  of  favlog  benefits  only  by  believing,  v  mij 
fans  to  b t  put  for  the  or  the  thrfrfcc  be  proper  to  rahe  the  off  of  faith  lihc*i/c  ia- 
of  Ubh.  And  yet*  as  wears  made  partaker?  to  the  msergreatioa.. 


Oi.  lit.  -Tbt  EpifUe  to  the  Galatians  p&rapbaftd,  53 5 


Far  ye  are 

ait  ihe  children 
(lod  by  faith 
is  thrift  Jtfus, 


17  For  ma* 
st  of  you  as  have 
bttft  l-cp'izcd  in- 
i"  Chrifl-t  have 
tv:  (*n  (Thrift- 

i  ■ 


2 6  For  all  of  you,  my  brethren,  Gentihs  z%\*zl\  as 
fews9  that  have  believed  in  Ohrid  alone  for  juftiflea- 
tion,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  gofpel,  are  takca 
into  God*®  family,  not  merely  as  children  in  their  non* 
age,  hut  as  fans  and  heirs,  that  are  advanced  from  mi¬ 
nority  to  mature  age  *,  and  are  admitted  to  higher  pri¬ 
vileges  than  were  formerly  enjoyed,'  even  all  the  blcf-' 
lings  that  belong  to  an  evangelical  adoption,  thro*  faith 
in  the  anointed  Saviour,  who  is  already  come,  and  has 
aftmlly  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  you*  {Heb* 

IX.  I2i) 

27  For  as  many  cf  yoo,  as  have  been  baptized  in 
the  name  of  Chrift,  and  into  the  faith  and  profeflion  of 
him,  who  has  appointed  that  ordinance  to  be  the  initi¬ 
ating  vifible  feal  of  the  covenant  of  grace  under  the 
New  Tefth merit,  ascircumcifion  was  under  the  Old  j  I 
mean  fuch  of  you,  whether  Jews  or  Gentiles »  as  are 
likewife  anfwerablc  to  its  fignification,  partakers  of  fa* 
vlng  benefits  by  fpLirual  union  with  Cbrift,  ye  have  put 
him  on,  not  in  profeflion  only,  but  in  reality  by  faith, 
as  the  Lord  your  righteoa&ieis,  and  are,  as  it  were,  all 
over  covered  with  Chrift,  asn  man  is  with  his  garments* 
and  fo  there  is  no  need  of  your  being  ctrcumcifcd,  in 
order  to  your  acceptance  with  God,  who  looks  upon  you 
in  Chrift  as  one  with  him,  and  as  the  children  of  God 


\  3  There  n  tn.i- 
lijfi-  Jew  nor 
(iTcckf  there  is 
reMter  b:md  nor 
Inc,  tbt  re  is  ml*- 
tUt  ttilc  nor  fo 
PmScj  fipr  ye  are 

alirae  in  Chrift 
Mas* 


arrived  at  adult  age,  through  faith  in  him,  (wr,  26+) 
?3  There  is  now  no  diftin£Uon  of  nations,  ranks  or 
Texes,  with  refpe£t  to  gofpel- accepts  nee,  privileges  and 
bkQings  ;  no  difference  between  Jcvt  ami  Gentile^  or 
matter  and  fervatit,  or  male  and  female;  there  is  no 
prerogative  or  preference  of  one  above  another,  on  ac* 
count  of  any  external  circumftances,  as  there  was  in 
former  difpenfations :  For  the  grace  of  God  is  fo  en¬ 
larged  under  the  gofpcMhre,  (hat  all  of  you,  who  are 
true'beluvers,  whatever  your  religious  or  civil  chnrac* 
ters  have  been,  are  one  holy  body  in  Chrift,  who  is  r* 
qually  and  alike  the  head  of  every  one  of  you,  for  all 
fpi  ritual  and  faving  purpofes  ;  and  therefore  circumci- 
fion,  which  was  peculiar  to  males,  and  defigned  to  keep 
up  a  difti nation  between  Jeivs  and  Gentiles,  is  of  no 
further  ufe  in  the  church  of  Chrift. 


29  And 


NOTE* 

*  Since  believers  under  the  Old  Tdlament  to(  or  diitpHnc  of  tbs  T  aw;  and  arc  idnfb 
really  tbc  childrta  of  Go<l}  as  ^cll  at  ted  to  tbc  frtc  afe  <*f  tlteir  own  inhcntucc, 
iWfe  under  the  New,  the  apaftle’s  arjjoixicnt  according  10  [he  Jihenyof  gofpsl-privileges* 
requires,  that  he  be  here  imdcrllood  to  (]>cak  which  Old  Tcfta^cni-httisven  were  fUan- 
ef  fjch  children  of  God  by  faith  in  Chrift  gers  to,  as  he  o*;djiiis  himfelf  at  large,  eh* 
as  are  imt  in  a  fhte  of  minority  but  of  if,  i, — 7, 
j  md  fi  are  freed  front  the  honda^e 
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ip  And  if  yt  be 
Chrift**,  iben  arc 
ye  Abraham's 
feed,  and  heirs  ac¬ 
cording  to  the 
promife. 


29  And  if  ye  be  really  united  to  Ghriftj  as  bis  living 
members,  and  ioterefted  in  him  and  devoted  to  himr 
then  arc  ye,  tho’  uncircumcifcd  in  the  flefh,  and  of 
Gentile  race,  the  true  children  of  Abraham  in  a  cove¬ 
nant  fenfe ;  and  fo  are  heirs  according  to  the  promife 
which  was  made  to  him  and  his  fpi  ritual  feed,  the  chief 
and  head  of  which  is  Cbnit*  (See  the  paraphrzfe  and 
notes  on  ver*  16 .} 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  egregious,  and  juftly  reproveable  folly  is  it  in  thofe,  that  have  once  re¬ 
ceived  the  dodriue  of  j unification  alone  by  faith  in  Chrifl  and  his  righteouf- 
nefa,  to  depart  from  it,  and  vainly  imagine  that  they  can  be  juftrfied  by  their  own 
works  in  obedience  to  any  law  whatsoever  !  and  how  iuexcufably  weak  and  felf- 
contradictions  is  it  for  them  to  do  this,  after  Chrift  has  been  evidently  fet  forth 
before  them,  as  crucified  for  the  expiation  of  fin,  and  they  have  fuffered  re¬ 
proaches  and  perfremtons  for  their  former  profrftion  of  him  !  This  is  to  begin 
11;  the  Spirit,  and  end  in  the  fldh;  to  exclude  themftlves  from  the  benefit  of 
God’s  promifes  in  the  gofpcl  ;  to  render  both  Chrifl,  and  all  thetr  own  fuffering* 
for  hts  fake,  altogether  ufdefs  to  themfdyes ;  and  to  run  directly  counter  to  the 
plaincft  observation  and  experience,  which  cannot  but  allure  us,  that  the  viul 
power  of  religion,  and  Gods  atteftatiom  to  it  by  his  Spirit,  do  not  attend  the 
preaching  of  the  law,  but  the  gofpd-doArine  of  faith  in  Chrifl  alone,  for  all  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  God  to  eternal  life*  This  was  the  way  in  which  Abraham  was 
juftified,  according  to  the  difeoveries  that  were  made  of  the  pro  mi  fed  feed  in  hh 
days;  and  it  is  only  by  goipg  into  this  way,  that  we  can  be  his  true  children,  to 
our  fpiritun)  and  everlasting  advantage  :  For  the  moral  law  pronounces  a  curfc 
for  every  defeat  of  obedience;  and  the  fcripture  allures  us,  that  we  are  all  under 
fin,  and  that  the  only  way  in  which  we  can  he  juftified  before  God,  Is  by  faith 
in  an  atoning  Saviour,  Adored  be  the  riches  of  divine  grace,  that  Cbritt  has  re¬ 
deemed  them,  that  believe  in  him,  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  by  being  made  a 
curfc  for  them  l  Through  him  the  bleffing  of  Abraham,  as  to  all  external  and 
laving  benefits,  (of  which  the  Spirit,  as  given  to  them,  is  a  fore  pledge)  comes 
Upon  them,  though  they  are  Gentiles,  as  effectually  as  if  they  had  been  native 
Jews;  for  the  promife,  which  was  made  to  Abraham  and  his  feed,  had  a  primary 
reference  to  Chrift,  and  then  to  all  his  members,  as  one  with  him,  and  included 
in  him.  And  how  could  the  law,  which  was  delivered  at  Mo  oat  Sinai  by  the 
mfnift ration  of  angels,  four  hundred  and  thirty  years  after  the  promife  was  given, 
and  confirmed  by  God  terafelf  to  Abraham,  fo  Jong  before ;  how  could  this  dif- 
9unui  that  promife  t  It  was  fo  far  from  being  mcoufiftent  with  the  promife,  that 
hwas  fubfervient  to  its  grand  defign,  while  we  confidcr  it,  as  di (covering  and 
convincing  of  fin,  and  putting  the  awaken'd  confidence  upon  Hying  to  the  only 
Saviour,  who  was  typified  by  Mofes,  as  fu  Gaining  the  office  of  a  Mediator  be¬ 
tween  God  and  ifrael,  and  while  we  confider  it,  as  tbe  means  of  training  them 
tip  for  a  willing  reception  of  Chrift,  But  how  valuable  foever  that  difpenfation 
was  in  its  feaJba,  What  caufe  have  we  to  blefs  God  fbr  tbe  clear  revelation  of  his 
Meffiab  in  the  gofpel,  and  for  the  more  excellent  and  extenftvc  bieffings  brought 
io  by  him  !  They  arc  fignified  by  baptifm,  which  is  come  in  the  mom* of  cir- 
cu  met  (ion,  as  the  initiating  viftblc  {cal  of  the  go  fpe  1-coven  ant  to  Geu  tiles  as  well 
as  Jews:  And  if  we  have  but  an  int  ere  fUn  Chrift*  through  faith  in  him,  what¬ 
ever  we  were  fur  nation,  rank,  or  condition  before,  we  are  now,  whether  male 
or  female*  the  children  of  God,  one  body  in  Chrift,  and  in  tbe  beft  fenfe  Abra¬ 
ham’s  feed,  and  heirs  of  all  fpi ritual  and  heavenly  bleffing*,  according  to  the  ut» 
moft  mcaping  of  tbe  promife  made  to  them. 
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The  apoftU  proceeds  to  fbew  the  foil}  cf  returning  to  legal  ebfcrvancet 
for  juftificaiiony  from  the  rich  advantages  that  the  believing  Jews 
were  partakers  of  by  the  gofpei-difp *nfa tion ,  which  brought  them  out 
of  the  fate  of  bondage  under  the  law%  to  which  theyt  like  children 
under  age*  had  been  JubjeSl  before,  i, — 7  ♦  And  from  the  exceeding 
happy  change  that  was  made  upon  the  Gcmilc  believer j*  by  their 
converfon  from  tdoi$  to  Cod,  8, — d.  Me  thereupon  r  tafias  with 
them  all  againjl  falling  in  with  falfe  teachers,  frem  the  great  afW~ 
tion  they  bad  difievered  towards  himjdf  and  his  miniflry,  and  from 
the  defigning  temper  of  thofe  Jtidaizirs  that  had  crept  in  among 
them*  12,— 18.  He  expriffes  his  own  tender  and  earnefi  concent 
for  them,  ip,  20.;  and  then,  refuming  his  main  arginnent ,  iifuf- 
trates  the  difference  between  what  is  to  be  expelled  from  the  law, 
and  from  the  gofpel,  in  a  figurative  reprefentation  cf  the  children  cf 
promife  by  Ifaac,  the  fin  of  S  * rati,  and  of  the  children  that  were  - 
only  after  the  fiefb  Ifhoiad,  fin  of  Hagar,  2i> — 31. 


Teit* 

VOW  I  hjAhat 
the  heir,  u 
Iona  aj  ht  ii  1 
lii j(d  ,  d)  flenrth 
mrhbg  rttirn  a 
fcnu&t,  though 
U\k  lord  of  ill ; 


1  But  U  tinder 

tutor*  and  gover¬ 
nors  until  the 
tine  appointed  of 
the  father : 


j  Even  fo  we, 
when  we  were 
i-iuUrcn,  were  in 
bondage  under 

ihc  LletncntS  of 

lie  wuild : 


Vol,  IV* 


Paraphrase. 


VT  O  W  to  illuftrarc  the  vaft  preference  of  the  gofpcl 
to  the  legal  difpenfition  by  a  pUia  and  fair.iliar 
fi  mi  Inode*  I  fay,  that  the  heir  of  a  good  elhte,  during 
all  rhe  time  of  his  non-age,  (lands  in  a  manner  on  a 
level  with  a  mere  fervant,  as  to  fubj action,  and  want 
of  liberty  for  ufing  and  enjoying  his  inheritance!  though 
he  be,  in  right,  tne  proprietor  of  the  whole,  he  docs  not 
live  like  one  entitled  to  all  his  riches* 

2  But  he  is  under  the  direction  and  dtfcinline  of 
matters,  to  educate  him  in  fuch  a  way  as  may  be  moil 
fui table  to  his  prefen t  clrcumUances,  and  to  the  low 
conceptions  of  his  young  mind  ^  and  is  under  the  al¬ 
lowance  and  government  of  guardians,  or  Uuftees,  to 
order  all  things  concerning  him,  and  to  manage  his  c~ 
ftate  for  him  that  he  may  he  fitted  to  enter  upon  poffeE* 
fion  of  it,  and  10  receive  it  with  advantage  at  fuch  a 
term  of  life  as  had  been  beforehand  fettled  by  bis  father* 

3  Even  fo,  to  apply  this  to  the  cafe  of  thofe  of  us 
that  are  Jewifb  believers,  when  under  the  Old  Tcfta- 
ment-difprnfation,  which  may  be  called  the  infant- ftate 
of  the  church,  with  relpefl;  to  fpiritual  light  and  liber¬ 
ty,  privileges  and  enjoyments,  we  were  -tku  minors 
training  up  for  a  better  State  under  the  gofpel;  we  were 
then  dealt  with  more  like  fsnrants  than  Ions  and  heirs. 


as  being  under  the  fertile  and  obfeure  dilcipline  ot  the 
law,  enflavetl  by  its  terrors,  and  ritd  down  to  Ub  typi¬ 
cal  obfcrvuuces*  which  gave  \r>  only  dawning  hints  of 

t  Y  the 


3jS  75 


4  Bit%  u'lim 

T^c  luln-rfs  nf 
;iiv*e  cun)?* 
God  fun  iorrSi 
his  &m  m*de  cf 
a  m-oman*  nude 
under  dx  Ltf. 


j  To  redeem 
than  thit  verc 
under  the  \*xt 

t!:at  we  mirfit  re- 

h 

i'eivc  rhe  adoption 

v£  Juks* 
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the  fpiritnal  and  heavenly  inheritance,  that  we  were  en¬ 
titled  iq,  hy  viitueof  the  pcomife  made  to  Abraham^ 
iii*  1 8. )  and  which  obfer  vances,  like  the  At  B%  Cf 
or  children,  may  be  (lyled  the  principles  or  rudiments 
iii  the  world,  becaufe  they  confided  of  refembjances 
taken  from  worldly  things,  and  were  faited  to  the  in* 
{tfticiicm  and  government  of  children,  that  are  moll  af¬ 
fected  and  influenced  by  ftnfihle  objects  and  becaufe 
they  were  fo  earthly  in  their  own  nature,  that  they  could 
no:  of  ihcxklves  carry  any  one’s  thoughts  and  hopes, 
views  and  rclifli,  beyond  the  b idling 5  of  this  world,  to 
thefe  or'  binven  and  glory. 

4  But  when  the  full  time  was  come,  which  God  the 
Father,  who  g*ve  us  our  inheritance,  had  fore-appoint¬ 
ed  in  Ids  eternal  decrees,  and  fore-told  and  marked  out 
in  amidst  prophecies  j  and  which,  by  reafon  of  the 
gviicrai  and  great  degeneracy  on  one  hand,  and  expec¬ 
tations  on  the  other  amengfr  the  JcveSy  was  high  time 
h:r  a  reformation,  and  for  introducing  a  more  iiluftrious 
Pure  of  light,  liberty,  and  joy  to  die  children  of  God, 
that  ibey  might  live  and  appear  like  rhofe  that  (land  tn 
fo  near  and  dear  a  relation  to  him j  he  then,  in  the  rich¬ 
es  of  h>s  infinite  wifdom,  hive  and  grace,  fent  his  own 
eternal! y  jnc-exiflent  Son,  in  a  way  of  fpecial  operation 
unti  maiiifciiatioii,  into  our  wotld,  that  he,  by  wonder¬ 
ful  difpeufatioii,  might  be  conceived,  and  born  of  a 
virgin,  {Matt,  i*  IS, — 23.)  and  fo  might  be  emphati¬ 
cally  and  peculiarly  the  feedqf  thsivomany  miruculouf- 
ly  made  of  her  fubftance,  without  the  concurrence  of 
any  man,  according  to  the  firft  proimfe  of  him,  {Gen* 
iii*  15-};  and  that  having  voluntarily  aflumed  human 
nature  into  perfonal  union  with  himfelf,  he,  who  wafi 
both  God  and  man,  might,  by  a  judicial  cob  (ti  ration  be 
placed  as  a  fubjeef  both  under  the  precept  and  the  curfe 
of  the  low,  which  we  were  bound  to  have  obeyed,  but 
hud  trsmfgreJTcd,  and  thereby  incurred  its  penalty. 

5  The  great  defign  of  vvbofe  incarnation*  and  being 

thus  in  ought  under  the  law,  was,  that  he  might  be  fit¬ 
ted  for,  and  go  through  a  complete  courfc  of  obedience 
and  fn  fieri  ng$  unto  death,  in  anfwcr  to  all  its  demands 
and  at  that  dear  expence  might  redeem  his  people  that 
were  under  the  law,  and  under  its  curfe*  [chap*  iii* 
io,  13*)  to  the  end  that  thofe  of  us,  who  believe  in 
him,  might  be  no  longer  under  its  condemning  fe:i- 
tence,  nor  under  its  rigorous  admmiflratiou,  but  might 
be  made  partakers  of  all  the  privileges  of  the  gofpel-date, 
that  pertain  to  the  adoption  of  children,  even  of  fuch 
as  are  arrived  at  mature  age*  (See  the  note  on  chap* 
iii*  ai*)  6  And 


Cb.  ir. 
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4  And  betaufe 
yrait  fans,  God 
Lth  lent  forth 
the  Spiric  of  h h 

%a\  tuto  your 
Lure* ,  crying^ 

Ahbif  Father. 


>  Wherefore, 
thou  art  no  more 
i.  Grraot,  bin  a 
Bin  ;  and  if  a  G>n, 
then  up  heir  of 
Cod  through 

Clirift. 


6  And  becaofc  Got)  has  fo  far  dignified  yon,  my 
Chriftian  brethren,  whether  ye  be  Jews  or  Gentiles^  as 
to  make  yon  his  adult  fons  by  a  free  act  of  gracious  a- 
doprion;  and  to  entitle  you  to,  and  give  you  poiTefiion 
of,  fuch  high  and  glorious  privileges;  therefore,  as  a 
token  and  proof  of  it,  he  has  fenr  forth  the  lisiy  Spirit 
from  heaven,  who  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Son  as  well  as  cf 
the  Father,  and  is  communicated  by  fpecial  difpenfa* 
tioiij  through  the  exalted  Head  and  Redeemer,  to  dwell 
in  your  fouls  with  a  richer  abundance  cf  gifts  and  gra¬ 
ces  than  were  vouchsafed  under  the  Mofaic  oeconomy 
to  form  you  into  the  temper  of  the  children  of  God, 
and  bear  witnefs  with  your  fpirits  that  ye  are  fo,  [Rem* 
viii.  15,  %6+)  and  to  give  you  a  humble  liberty  and 
boldness  in  your  dealings  with  God,  whereby  ye  are 
taught  and  enabled  to  claim  and  call  upon  him,  and  to 
be  ingenuoully  afiV&ed  toward  him  with  defire,  faith, 
and  love,  with  becoming  reverence  and  filial  obedience, 
with  com  pi  ace  mi  at  delight  and  joy,  and  with  h^ly  con* 
fitLnce  in  his  care  and  kindnrft,  and  zeal  for  Ids  ho-* 
Hour  and  glory,  as  your  heavenly  Father;  which,  ro 
comprehend  both  Jews  and  Gentikst  I  chufe  to  exprefs 
in  the  Hebrew  language,  by  the  word  Abba*  ami  by 
another  word  in  the  Greek}  which  anfwcrs  to  ir,  as  it 

fignifics  Father  (»****v  } 

7  Whofoever  therefore  you  be,  that  believes  in 
Chrtft,  you  axe  no  longer  to  be  accounted  and  treated 
as  a  fervant,  kept  at  a  dill  an  ce,  and  fubje&ed  ro  a  fo 
vere  difciplinc,  as  the  children  of  Gs>d  in  their  minori¬ 
ty  w tie  under  the  law  ;  but  you  are  to  be  looked  upon 
and  dealt  with,  as  a  Ton  of  ripe  age  ;  and  if  you  are  a 
a  fon,  then  are  yon  an  heir;  yea,  if  a  fon  under  the 
liberty  of  the  gofpel,  then  an  heir  in  pijfijfim  of  a 
great  part  of  your  inheritance,  as  an  csrnelt  of  your 
enjoying  the  whole  in  ail  its  grandeur  amt  delights, 
when  you  arrive  at  the  meafure  of  the  picture  cf  the 
fuinefs  of  Chrift}  (liph*  iv*  13.};  an  heir,  I  far,  of  no 
left  an  inheritance,  than  of  the  all  fcfiiciem  £it-d  him- 
fclf  for  your  portion,  in  and  through  the  Lord  jefus 
Chrift,  in  his  righr,  and  on  his  account,  and  together 
with  him,  who  is  his  eternal  Son  and  heir  of  ail  things* 
(Heb*  L  2.)  Surely  then  none  of  you  can  have  any 
good  re  a  fon  to  return  back  to  the  Uvr,  and  lay  iU< 
grounds  of  your  acceptance  with  God  in  your  obedi* 
ence  to  it. 


Howlicilthen, 
im  ye  knew 
t  Got},  yt  did 
vice  unit*  them 

vluch 


8  But,  (****)  as  to  thole  of  you  that  are  Gentile  he- 

)  levers,  ii  is  mole  of  all  ahfurd  and  unaccountably  fool- 

ifh  in  tou  to  emertcruin  a  thought  of  any  thing  like 

Y  2  it 
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which  liy  nature 
arc  no  fuji- 


it ;  To  convince  you  of  this*  and  imprefc  you  with  a 
deep  fenfe  of  it,  let  me  remind  you*  that  in  the  days 
of  your  unregeneracy*  and  alt  along  in  your  (late  of 
heathenifm,  ye  were  utter  ftrangers  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  only  true  God,  and  to  all  promtfes  of  his  favour 
and  love,  and  all  difeoveries  of  the  way  wherein  ye 
might  be  difeharged  from  the  guik  of  your  fins*  and 
fmd  acceptance  with  him  to  eternal  life;  and  being 
then  ignorant  of  him,  ye  paid  religious  fervice  to  idols 
of  your  own  invention*  whether  docks  or  (tones*  or 
the  fun*  moon,  and  ftars,  or  fome  famous  heroes  or 
hencfaflors,  or  other  imaginary  deities  #*  none  of 
which  had  any  proper  divinity  in  them  ;  and  therefore* 
whatfoever  the  pretence  might  be*  no  religious  homage 
ought  to  have  been  offered  to  any  of  them*  as  not  be* 
ing  partakers  of  the  nature  and  perfections  of  the  true 
God,  who  only  is  to  he  worfhippedaod  adored.  [MatlL 
iv*  io,} 


P  Bin  now,  af* 
ter  (hjf  yv  have 
kjioicn  God,  or 
rather  are  known 
of  God,  ho vr  ruru 
yc  a;£iin  into  the 
weak  and  I  beggar¬ 
ly  elements  , 
■w  hereunto  ye  de- 
ilnr  again  to  be  m 
bondage l 


9  But  now,  fince  ye  have  been  brought  by  the 
light  and  power  of  the  gofpel*  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  only  true  God)  or  rather  have*  in  his  infinite  con- 
defeenfion  and  grace*  been  taken  notice  of,  and  parti* 
cuhrly  regarded  by  him,  who  has  found  you  out,  and 
brought  you  to  the  knowledge  of  himfelf  through 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  owned  you  for  bis  i  and  now*  after 
ye*  or  at  lead  fomc  of  you,  as  i  uuft,  have  been 
approved*  and  freely  accepted  of  him  in  the  Beloved  ; 
What  an  infatuation  and  piece  of  ingratitude  is  it  in 
any  of  you,  to  turn  afide  again  from  the  light  and 
grace  of  the  gofpel,  and  from  all  its  holy  and  delight¬ 
ful  liberty,  to  a  bondage*  which  ye  were  never  under 
before,  and  con  fids  in  being  fubjeft  to  the  dark  hints 
and  fevere  injunftionb  of  the  Mofaic  law*  which  ate  fo 
•weak  as  to  be  utterly  infuificicnt  to  make  peace  with 
God,  or  purge  the  conscience  from  guilt,  or  to  fecure 
irom  his  wrath*  and  obtain  acceptance  with  him ;  and 
are  fo  poor  and  beggarly  as  to  be  in  themfclves  altoge¬ 
ther  incapable  of  enriching  the  foul  with  fptmual 
knowledge*  grace  and  peace*  or  any  folid  comfort  and 
fartsfaction  relating  to  its  belt  and  eternal  interefts  ? 
and  they  are  indeed  now  fc  impoverUhed*  Since  their 

typical 

T  E- 

gave  Ditli*  to  them,  which  by  nature  arc  no 
Goth ;  aligning  that  m  the  rcafon  why  fuel* 
religion?  homage  ought  nnt  to  hut  betn  |b«i 
%q  them.  And  this  rrafun  holds  equally 
fining,  not  ^itly  agfliiift  all  religious  juon- 
tion  of  iaiott  and  iiigdSf  but  even  of  out 
X^ord  Jefns  Chrtft  himfetr,  no  left  be  were  !i 
nature  Gwt. 


N  O 

*  1  h re  a  manifeft  confutation  of  the 
popiih  diftinftkin  between  Dttfm  and  Lairiay 
as  U  the  former  woe  a  tower  kind  of  wor¬ 
th  ip,  vhxh  may  be  gittn  to  feint*  and  an- 
geli,  a’tul  the  latter  only  were  to  be  appro¬ 
priated  to  God ;  for  the  apoftle  in  comkmit- 
iog  wiut  thefc  GaUtia*ts  did,  when  they  were 

idjlatroas  heathens.  Jay?,  (tJ^Aveart)  Yc 


CL  in 
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id  Ye  obfrrve 
tliySjind  noaihs^ 
aad  times,  und 
yew 


1 1  I  am  afraid 
afyoo,  Jdl  1  have 
fccfowcd  upon 

you  labour  in 

uirt. 


ti  Brethren,  I 
befwch  you,  be  as 
1  £«»  foe  J  am  as 
ye  err; L  ye  have 
n^iujurd  me  at 

ail. 


typical  meaning  has  been  fulfilled  in  Chrift,  that  there 
is  nothing  in  them.  How  furprifing  and  intxcufable 
then  is  it,  that  even  fome  of  you  who  could  have  no 
antecedent  attachment  to  the  law*  as  the  Jews  had, 
Ihouid  defire  to  go  backwards,  and  put  yourfeives  again 
tinder  a  yoke  or  fervitude,  inftead  of  that,  though  of 
another  fort,  which  ye  formerly  were  enflaved  by,  and 
are  now  happily  delivered  from-*  f 

10  Tbat  ye  have  ftrong  propen  lions  to  blend  the 
Nhfak  law  with  the  gofpel  as  if  ye  could  not  otherwife 
be  juftified  before  God,  is  too  apparent  from  your  be* 
ing,  as  I  perceive,  zealous  for  obftrving  (like  the  car¬ 
nal  Jews  that  lay  a  great  ftrefs  upon  thefe  things) 
their  fabbaths  and  new-moons,  (fee  the  note  on  Coh  ii, 
16,)  as  well  as  their  firft  and  feventh  months;  and 
their  folemn  feftivais,  fuch  as  the  paflover,  pen  tec  oft, 
and  the  feaft  of  tabernacles;  and  their  feventh  year  of 
reitafe,  and  fiftieth  year  of  jubilee,  as  tho’  the  whole 
law  were  Hill  as  much  in  force  as  ever. 

11  When  I  think  of  thefefad  defections,  l  cannot 
but  be  tenderly  concerned  for  you,  and  terribly  afraid, 
left  alt  the  pains  I  have  taken  with  you,  by  faithfully 
aad  labartoufly  talking  in  private,  and  preaching  in 
public,  fhould  eventually  prove  ineffectual,  and  to 
no  manner  of  good  purpofc,  as  to  many  of  you  t »  and 
fo  all  my  hopes  of  you  ftiould  be  di fa p pointed,  and  ye 
fhould  fall  into  perdition. 

12  Let  me  then,  my  beloved  brethren,  earneftly  in- 
treat  you,  by  all  the  endearments  of  one  that  heartily 
wifhes  your  happinefe,  to  entertain  the  fame  fentiments, 
as  to  the  important  article  of  j  unification,  with  my  ft  If, 
who  oace  was  as  zealous  of  the  law  as  any  of  you  can 
be,  tho*,  through  the  grace  given  to  me,  [now  count 

all 


NOT 

41  Their  luring  again  it  wak  and  beggar  fy 
dementi  t  an<(  dcurhig  tgain  to  be  tn  bondage^ 
v-jniurt  he  onderflood  u  if  they  had  bora 
u*<I  10  thole  elements  and  tbat  bondage  be¬ 
fore;  tonufcj  a sappem  frem  the /ongoing 
vtrfc,  Mwy  bad  been  ooQitrtcd,  not  from 
Jevifi  proielydftn,  but  from  idalutrtui  he^- 
diadfin,  an<l  Q>  never  hud  been  under  the 
Mafia:  la*  before ;  and  therefore  it  feetis 
ntedWy  to  underfand  the  apofrlc  to  mean 
tbt,  as  the^  had  been  tmekr  heathen  ixm- 
ihge,  and  inltevtd  by  the  principles  and 
practices  of  fo  mean  and  wretched  a  religion, 
fnjm  which  they  were  now  delivered,  it  wi* 
wry  flrangc  that  they  fbould  detire  to  beeir. 
Knncifrd,  and  rlicreuy  obliged  fo  ^bfcivc  the 
whole  law  uf  \iqfet  for  juftlticition,  and  Jo 

come  dgz in  into  bondage,  which ,  t  h^iiTgli  it 
was  of  a  dilftrrnt  Future  from  wlisw  they  were 
yiidcr  before ;  yet  was  Hally  a  iUtc  of  boa- 


£  S, 

dage,  dMJr  contrary  t"  the  light  and  li¬ 
berty  of  the  go  I  j  ml  mto  which  they  had 
been  brought- 

f  If  the  G.daiuns  had  not  laid  a  ft  rtfs  up¬ 
on  their  leg  d  observances,  at  necej/arj  tojuf- 

itficalkm,  I  c^n  hardly  ''hint  that  the 
would  have  cKprcilcn  tears  Ot  as 

he  docs  here,  left  :dl  hi.  In  him  r  with  theui 
Ihmilrl  prove  to  he  in  vio;  and  that  he  would 
have  tarred  the  mutter  fo  fur,  us  to  tell  them 
roundly,  that  on  this  siruunt  Chrill  would 
be  of  no  sftrft  to  ’.hem,  (ch.ip,  w  j.)  F-v, 
though  they  mtajit  luvr.*  been  ii  s  grojh  mu* 
take,  as  to  rive  oblivion  of  obf.rviri;.;  the 
Afafaic  tew,  ye^  it  would  iv>t  lUrely  hive 
been  a  fun  item  cl  ;ta  l  er*^rt  insmliftctit  with 
falv-t'on,  unlc!*  they  dcpo'.:dtci  upon  it,  as 
nectftiry  to  (her  aci.-pv cue?  with  Uml.  (:*ec 

the  iiJts  ->»  v.  G-) 
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13  Yc 

ho«*  through  iiv 
firmry  of  the 
f*r!h,  f  prt:  itched 
ill  -  gtdpcl  limo 
you  it  the  firfl. 


T4  A  nrl  my 
ten'puinii,«Ii!cn 
wss  in,  my  ftcfh, 

y c  dr/pifed  nor, 

nor  rrjcflfll ;  bvt 
received  me  as  an 
anijcl  of  Oitd7 
fuen  ii  Qirift  Je* 
ills* 


all  things  but  lofsfor  the  excellency  of  the  know  ledge  of 
Chriji  Jo/us  my  Lord%  8cc**(Phif*  in*  8,  9.)  and  I  beg 
of  you  to  he  the  fame  in  aJfrftion  to  me  as  I  am  to 
you;  for  I  am  fo  much  one  with  you,  as  to  be  willing 
to  condcfccnd  to,  and  bear  with  you  in  the  ufe  of  Jew* 
ijb  rites*  while  they  are  left  as  matters  of  indifference* 
and  even  to  ufc  them  myfclf,  on  fpecial  occafions,  (fee 
the  notes  on  Acls  xvi,  3*  and  xviiu  l8«  am]  xxi.  14* — 2 6.) 
as  far  as  may  be  confident  with  the  truth  and  liberty  of 
the  gofpcl,  and  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  your  fouls  + ; 
and  my  heart  is  with  you*  as  much  as  yours  can  b*: 
with  me  :  Ye  may  therefore  bt  furc  that  I  have  no  ill- 
will  to  you,  in  what  I  have  been  faying  ;  nor  indeed 
have  I  had  any  occafion  for  it  hitherto,  fince  1  never 
yet  received  any  ill-treatment  from  you ;  And  I  Jove 
you  fo  well,  that,  if  the  attempts  of  faife  teachers  tofup- 
plant  me,  (vcr<  17,)  have  ever  carried  you  into  any  de- 
ilgus  of  perfonal  difrefpe£k  or  injury  to  me,  I  can  ealily 
overlook  it,  fo  far  as  it  only  relates  to  myfclf* 

13  As  to  my  affeflion  toward  you,  ye  well  know, 
and  cannot  but  remember,  that  when  1  full  came  a- 
mong  you,  fuch  was  my  felicitous  concern  and  earned 
defer  for  your  Cdvatton,  that  I  laboured  abundantly  in 
explaining,  proving,  and  recommending  the  gofpcl  of 
Chrifl  to  you,  under  great  dilticuhies  and  fufferings  in 
the  flefJi,  to  the  impairing  of  my  bodily  ftrcngih;  un¬ 
der  injurious  defamations  and  reproaches ;  and  under 
con  fide  rabte  difadvautages  from  the  defpi  cable  appear* 
ance  of  my  perfon,  and  the  ungraceful  manner  of  my 
delivery-  (2  Cor ,  x,  io*  and  xi-  6*  and  xii,  7*}  *, 

14  And  as  to  your  cfeElion  to  me,  yc  were  then  fo 
wonderfully  t^ken  with  my  miuiftry,  that  {« igwSuwv  ) 

ye  did  noc  flight  it,  or  fet  me  at  nought,  much  lefs  did 
ye  rejecl  the  tlo&rme  l  preached,  or  s^twanj  dit- 
dain  me,  like  one  that  defer  ved  to  be  fpit  upon  vri;h 
contempt  and  indignation,  as  fome  others  have  done, 
on  account  of  the  infirmities  and  humbling  trials  that 
1  was  cxercifed  with  in  the  body:  But  ye,  ueverthclrfs, 

entertained 


NOTES. 

t  -^s  the  aprftle’s  d.iof  defire  was  to  *  ioinc  or  other,  and  cfpecially  tbt  Ufl  rT 
hrinp  them  over  to  whv.  be  knew  to  1 tc  the  theft  trial*,  *r  the  apofl Lccsdlt  them  in  thf 
tri^th  uf  iht  (jo:'pcft  (v*r.  19.)  fo  he  tfft*  1  <  «t  veife,  ftem  fo  be  mcmt  by  the  rtf/fmc 
tt*i*  fai*  34 lawful! y rui^hi  or  TP/sitnyi  of  bisilcfli-  hut 

be,  ht;  I***  made,  till  thtats  ait  wfH,  tba:  Ac  the  Gvlcfiws  wdl  knew  what  he  icfcrrvj  x  t 
iru£atfivtfctr*cf  and  ■hat  he  pitch'd  aU  vit'0  in  there  was  do  octaGon  for  him  10  pariii‘i>i<i+ 
fifi  -'&/  £t,  rM  fetkit**  hsA  owtr  profit,  fru  the  rise  them  ;  And  this*  as  Mr  Lxkc  obf*  r^c 
pf  yyit  if  rwcj,  that  they  z;r^ht  be  fived  (t  5*  an  infUnec  of  the  utiavuiddblc  obfctirity  -*•_ 
Cor  ix.  i*_  and  x.  3i  )  thei  etciv,  C*cQc  ia  cpiAohry  miup^  witi'u1;.? 

(linjcfirs  of  this  kind  are  taken  iato  the  \a*  any  fault  of  the  author.  But  we  ftmild  *r 
rajihrjic,  UJgukei’  with  an  agreement  in  af*  member,  that  this  is  fwh  an  obfcortri  if  ,i- 
ii&ou-  things  ui’  Jitdt  impertaiiGc  to, us. 


Ch.  it. 
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if  Where  is' 
:;irn  the  hi  ff>l- 
nd'a  you  fpikeof? 
jar  1  bear  y*u 
jceonl,  that  it  U 
ton  pofiible* 
v*  wo  sill  have 
\iinckt  s  out  yo;ir 
turn  eye*, 

Iijv*  giTCu  ther  , 

to  me. 


(tf  Am  1  there* 
fort  become  your 
<attftyp  bccttift  I 
fell  you  the  truth  * 


17  ThtV  7-r^U 
ttitjy  aik^  pv, 

tjf f  not  Ui.-n  ;  yea  , 

they  world  cx- 
cluila  y if;+t 
vui  ifujrht  sflVtt 


tr.cn* 


entertained  and  embraced  my  mefiaee,  ani  me  for  ks 
Cake*  with  as  much  readincls  and  plnfe:v,  fls  a  mef- 
feuger  of  God  and  ambaRador  of  Cii ri fx,  as  if  1  had 
been  one  of  the  holy  angels,  whom  God  had  dispatched 
immediately  from  heaven  to  deliver  it  to  you  ;  yea*  as 
if  I  had  been  even  the  Melliah  bioiftU,  whom  God  hag 
anointed  to  be  the  only  JJavi  rat, 

tc  What  then  ia  now  become  of  aU  thofe  high  cx- 

m  *■ 

prejlions  of  ardi.ur  wi{hc£  for  my  profperity  in  rht:  work 
of  the  Lord*  which  at  that  time  ye  heaped  upon  me, 
and  of  all  the  happinefs  which  ye  (hen  fo  folemnly, 
and  with  fuch  zeal,  and  appearances  of  finccritv,  pro¬ 
filed  to  have  and  hope  for,  by  means  of  mv  miniftring 
in-  vofpel  to  you  ?  Is  all  this  fergot  and  loft,  and  like 
Tl*  *.:ome  to  nothing,  though  yc  rhen  talked  fo  much  a- 
bom  it?  for  1  myfeK,  having  been  an  eye-witnefs  of 
it,  mnft  teftify  concerning  you,  that,  as  hr  as  l  could 
judge  by  words  and  actions,  focb  was  tht*  i’eivor  of 
your  love  and  joy,  that  had  it  been  a  pr  fiible  thing, 
and  could  it  have  been  of  any  advantage  to  me,  yc 
would  have  undergone  all  the  feverity  ami  iticonvcni** 
ence  of  even  plucking  your  own  eyes  outef  youi  heads* 
to  put  them  into  mine, 

16  How  then  comes  it  to  paf>,  th.rt  ye  fhoiild  now 
grow  fo  cool  to  me,  who  am  ftiii  the  fame  to  you  ;  suul 
that  yc  fliould  be  fo  ready  to  give  up  thole  very  dec- 
trines  which  ye  then  fo  much  admired  and  were  af- 
fcfkcd  with j  and  fliould  now  think  of  fjrf iking  me 
and  them,  and  of  adhering  tojudaizmg  teachers  and 
their  pernicious  cnors  ?  What  is  it  that  could  induce 
you  tu  take  fuch  in  unhappy  and  furpjizitig  tum  ?  U  it 
becaufc  I  have  been  plain  and  faith;  ul  in  mainlining 
the  truth  and  importance  of  the  pure  doctrine  of  the 
gofpel,  and  in  warning  you  of  the  danger*  us  conic- 
tpicncc  of  mixing  the  works  of  the  law  with  faith  ia 
Chrift  for  juftificafion  ?  Mufl  I  be  counted  yt'ur  enemy 
for  this?  why,  this  was  the  moft  kind  :md  friendly 
thing  I  could  do  for  you;  as  fuch  I  defined  it,  ami  yc 
ought  ro  have  received  it:  Hu:  it  am'  or  you  think  ■.»■* 
therwife,  and  arc  prejudifed  again  d  me  for  It,  the 
greater  is  your  guilt,  and  the  more  are  ye  to  be  pitied. 

17  As  to  thole  f&ife  tctiihcrSy  that  would  pervert 
you,  and  prejudife  your  minds  agairJt  me,  t!wy  pro- 

!  fefs  to  have  an  extraordinary  aiilvliou  and  '/cabm  co«- 
cern  for  you;  but  it  is  nor  with  an  upright  dd;gn  Soi 
:  your  fpkitaul  advantage,  nor  do  they  ;:c:-  bonem-ably 
{»■****)  in  their  attempts  \i\xm  you  n,*y,  thry  prince 

pally  aim  at  alienating  your  hearts  iro.:i  me*  ir7 

apouoiic 
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j*t  Kat  it  is 
i>  fie  wa'iMill)’  iff- 
frtk  1  fthw/s  in 

*:id 

r->;  only  w^it  l 
iin  jJtcfciU  with 


?o  Mr  Utdc 

fhiid'fiT.oi  whom 
I  tr-iVai:  in  filrth 
ai*  ^’i/.inrii  Chnit 
beiuu»cd  an  ytu* 


to  I  drilrc  to 
lv*  ptrlcnt  uFirh 

TO’’  1IOU’,  aixt  1*1 

rfr  ,;=^r  my  voie^ 
^  -  1  fland  in 

vf  you* 


apoftolic  doflrine  and  authority*  that  they  may  engrofs 
you  to  themfelves,  and  bring  you  into  a  blind  and  tame 
fuhmiffion  to  their  own  ufurped  dominion  over  your 
faith  ;  they  would  (hut  out  all  your  regards  to  me  and 
my  office,  that  rhe  whole  tide  of  your  efttem,  honour, 
am)  applaiiftj  may  run  toward  them. 

i8'  iiut  it  a  very  beautiful,  laudable,  and  ex¬ 

cellent  temper,  much  to  be  de  fired,  that  your  zeal  he 

always  curied  out  uniformly  to  the  perfon  *  or  thing, 

that  is  really  worthy  of  it ;  and  that  it  be  fo,  not  mere¬ 
ly  during  my  prefence  with  you,  to  win  you  over  ro  a 
good  opinion  of  myfclf,  whom  ye  then  took  to  be  a 
good  man  ;  and  "of  the  gofpel,  which,  as  ye  then 
thought,  is  certainly  the  belt  news  that  ever  was  brought 
to  limiers  of  our  world:  This  would  be  a  plain  evi¬ 
dence  that  your  imprefiions  were  weli-grounded  oa 
judgment,1  and  fixed  in  your  hearts  ;  whereas  your  un- 
ilc*dy  temper  and  eonduft  have  a  quite  contrary  afpect* 

U)  My  dear,  rho'  weak  children  in  the  faith*  whom 
T  hoped  I  had  inflrument&lly  begotten  to  Chritl  through 
the  gofpel,  (t  Cor .  iv,  15.}  I  feek  not  yours,  but  you  ; 
and  docs  net  value  what  ye  think  of  me,  if  ye  be  but 
brought  home  to  Chrjft,  that  he  may  have  the  glory  of 
faying  you  ;  and  therefore,  like  a  woman  in  the  pain¬ 
ful  hour  of  child  birth,  I  have  now  again  as  ftrong 
throws  and  agonies  of  fpirit,  and  as  pr effing  a  folici- 
tude  for  your  recovery  as  ever  I  formerly  had  for  your 
convert!  ou  from  idolatry  to  the  Chrifttan  religion;  and 
I  cannot  hut  go  on  in  the  vehemence  of  my  concern  to 
life  all  poffibic  means  with  you,  till  1  may  have  the  plea- 
furc  of  finding,  that  ihe  pure  doftrine  of  juftjfication 
by  Chrift  alone  thro*  faith  in  him,  is  really  formed  and 

tf  xed  in  your  minds  and  hearts,  fo  as  to  influence  you, 
like  a  vital  principle,  in  all  your  dealings  with  God  for 
eternal  life  *,  and  that  all  the  beauties  of  his  holy  image 
arc  imprefied  upon  you. 

20  So  great  is  my  defire  after  you,  that,  were  it  in 

my  power,  I  could  heartily  wifli  itiyfdf  to  be  at  this 
vrry  rime  in  your  company  to  talk  freely  with  you,  that 
I  might  confirm  the  truth,  anfwer  objections,  filence 
cavils,  and  farisfy  doubts  and  Temples  by  word  of 

mouth,  which  cannot  be  done  fo  well  by  a  letter;  and 
might  vary  my  difeourfe  with  you,  in  a  way  of  cneou* 
ragemcm  or  rebuke,  as  occafions  require.  And  O  how 
would  it  rejoice  my  very  foul  to  find  room  for  {peaking 

with 


NOT  -E. 

*  I4  rf'V’  (t*  xaAtt)  mav  likewise  liim  frlf :  but  hr  all  along  fpoLfi  or  his 

he  rs  a  £>■»'*  m'pw,  l*y  wbirh  the  a-  iWriw*  as  writ  as  of  his  it 

pqlt Jr  jhpp;i£ni  in  his  niuaijl  wvsy,  tc  rECan  bdt  to  include  both. 


Cta.iT, 
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ii  Tdlme,  ye 

tbit  dcCrc  tu  be 
ind£i  the  iivr  do 

yt  not  hear  the 

lit? 


u  For  it  is 
itrittea,  that  A* 

hnhain  had  two 
frm; ;  ihc  <mc  liy 
;  ^md-maid,  the 
urWr  by  a  free* 
vaman. 


with  a  fofter  tone  of  voice*  and  with  greater  encourage* 
meat  to  you  >  than  your  prefenr  th  reaming  circumftances 
feem  to  admit  of!  for  to  tell  you  the  truth*  by  what  I 
have  learnt  of  lite  concerning  your  principles  and  be¬ 
haviour,  I  am  much  in  doubt*  whether  the  work  of 
grace  has  ever  been  effeftually  wrought  in  Come  of  your 
hearts^  and  whether  many  of  you  may  not  at  length* 
contrary  ro  my  former  hopes,  prove  to  be  utter  apo- 
ftates.— But*  to  return  to  my  main  argument* 

21  I  would  feriouily  afk  thofe  of  you*  that  are  in¬ 
clined  to  be  under  the  law  for  juftification,  by  your 
own  obedience  to  it;  and  I  beg  that  your  own  coofci* 
ences  would  anfwer  me*  as  in  the  fear  and  prefence  of 
God,  and  as  though  ye  were  now  aftually  Handing  be¬ 
fore  his  awful  bar  in  judgment;  When  that  law  is  read 
in  your  religions  affemblies,  or  elfewhere,  do  ye  not 
hear  and  attend  ro,  or  do  ye  not  underftand  and  confi- 
der,  what  dreadtul  things  it  denounces  againft  all  that 
are  under  it  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  it  ?  (chap* 
iii«  fo,}  And  Jo  ye  never  reflect  in  particular,  how  the 
writings  of  Mdfcst  whom  ye  feem  to  be  fo  fond  of,  has 
figured  out  the  wide  difference  there  is  between  thofe 
char  feck  jufttfication  by  the  works  of  the  law*  and  thofe 
char  frtrk  ir  alone  by  faith  in  Chrift? 

22  For  there  it  is  recorded,  [Gen*  xvi.  15.  and  xxi*  2* 
3*)  of  Abraham^  the father  of  the  faithful*  with  whom 
God  made  his  covenant  and  with  his  feed,  that  he  bad 
two  fons  which  were  types  of  different  forts  of  difpen- 
fations,  and  of  different  forts  of  that  patriarch’s  feed; 
One  was  Ijhmaet  by  Hagar,  a  young  woman,  who 
was  no  better  than  an  Egyptian ,  and  a  (lave  under 
bauds  of  fervitude  to  her  miibrefs*  [Gen,  xvi.  1,  2*) 
and  the  other  was  4faat  by  Sarah)  his  proper  wife*  who* 
as  fuch,  was  a  free- woman  entitled  to  the  privileges  of 
het  rduiiuu  to  fuch  a  hufbaml  ** 


1 1  Eul  ht  zvlv 

VJI  nt  the  hoTlfl- 

HV'-r  m  was  hnrn 
t be  flclh : 

bu l.  t\ c  u£  the  free* 
vrat  by 

yraaiife. 


23  But  there  was  like  wife  this  further  difference  be- 
rween  them,  1jbmael%  the  fon  whom  he  had  by  Hagar 
the  bond-ilave*  was  born  only  according  to  the  common 
law  of  natural  generation*  while  both  the  parents  were 
poung  enough  ro  have  children  in  the  ordinary  courfe 
?f  things  ;  whereas  I/aac^  who  was  AbrabairC s  fon  by 
Sarah  his  lawful  wife,  was  given  him  in  an  extraordi¬ 
nary,  and  even  miraculous  manner,  by  virtue  of  a  free 
ind  gracious  promife,  at  an  unexpected  time  of  life, 
when  both  father  and  mother  were  pad  age,  and  na¬ 
turally 


NOTE 


*  As  jtfWArtvr  had  (hns  by  Ket&rrthj  th<n£  ptrcdlUrJy  prcfit>nr3tive  in  Ifimesi  aad 
*nvi«  rt vvhirJi  (lie  spoftic  :ak£S  rjulrt.r  dun  in  them* 

il;  notice  of,  it  i^.ns  that  time  w*s  iomc- 
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*4  Which  things 
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for  thde  are  the 
two  covenant* ; 
the  one  from  the 
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tartly  incapable  of  having  any  ifiue.  (Gen.  xviu.  ro,  u.) 

04  Thefe  things,  though  really  fa£b  that  are  «U:d 
only  in  an  hiflorical  manner*  were  intended  of  Octl  to 
be,  and  accordingly  are,  altegbfized  in  feripturefer  fpi- 
ritnal  purpofes  t»  as  figwatiT^  reprefentatioas  of  the 
toiler able  condition  of  tbofe,  on  one.  band,  that  are  un- 
der  the  £nte*-co?enanr,  and,  like  the  JfwiJb  zealots  of 
this  day,  ufe  it  merely  as  a  covenant  of  works  j  and  of 
the  bappinefs  of  tjiole,  on  the.  otbe{,  who,  as  true  be¬ 
lievers  in  Chrift,  depend  entirety  on  the  free  proimfcs 
of  the  covenant  of  grace  for  all  acceptance  with  God 
through  bin:  Form  this  fymbolical  hiftory,  thefe two 
women  and  their  rcfpefHve  tons  fignify  tbofe  two  co¬ 
venants,  the  6rfl  of  them  reprtfented  by  If  agar,  is  that, 
which  was  made  between  God  and  IJraei  at  mount  Si¬ 
nai,  {fee  the  note  on  Jfeb-  viK.  6.)  and  which  by  the 
terrible  manner  of  its  delivery,  the  ftri&ncfs  of  its  pre¬ 
cepts,  and  the  fc verity. of  its  curfe,  tends  to  the  beget¬ 
ting  of  a  fervile  and  enflaved.tenapcr  offpirit,  and  would 
certainly  fubjeQ  them  that  are  .under  it  to  the  worft  of 
all  captivity  and  everlafiing  deftnidion,  were  they  left 
to  its  terms  without  any  further  relief,  which  was  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  the  promife  to  Abraham,  and  is  actually 
brought  in  bv  the  gcrfpel. 

35  For  this  Hagar  and  ber  ion,  which  were  not  to 
inherit  the  blcffing  promifed  to  Abraham  and  his  feed, 
but  were  caftput  of  his  family  and  covenant,  (ver.  30.)  * 
are  a  lively  and  aiFe&ing.  repidcntatioo  of  the  rejected 
.ftatc  of. tbofe  that  are  .under  the  .law,  which  was  deli¬ 
vered  at  mourn  Sinai  in  .the  defect  of  Arabia  %,  and  by 
the  tenor  of  which  they  were  to  fall  under  a  curie,  in- 

flejJ 


N  O  T.  E  S. 

■f  Mr  Ptiree  accurately  render*  thefe  ward,'  made  bet »eeo  the  carnal  and  the  lj»ri!i”. 
fdwtro  «uo4*mi)  wfick  diap  m  d-  feed  of  Abraberm  (Sb  Pitra'i  aft  diflej •:  i 
tegvizedi  sod  tie*  takes  a great  dwl  of  vri-  lion  it  tbe-eod  of  hi*  penptuaic  on  i!»' 
tied  peine  to  (hew,  that  the  apoflle  here  re-  PWippUiu.') 

fere  to  ffaatf*  elkgoriziag  ihu  hiftory,  chap.  *  Here,  and  tn  the  foregoing  wfe,  * 

fir.  Which'  he  indeed  midi  wet  not  origt-  have  a  plain  inftance  dt  the  virl>  ii,  ,1'.. 
anlty  defigned  to  rcprdbu  the  flatc  of  things  for  jiftitfiei  or  rtpnfentt,  end  that  with  r  z 
to  which  the  prophet  and  the  apoftle  apply  fpett  to  the  covenant*  or  ictluncoti, 
them*  fiat  us. that  teamed  author  hiadetf  ef-  $*««,  ver-ae.)  No  wonder  umefere 
terwaJxb’oWervw,  that  Saafi  hang  (pbkeit  it  Iho&ld'be  taken  In  thisfenfe,  vhet  in  :!. 
Of  a*  the'wodicr  of  the  believing  H  inAftution  of- the  Load's  tapper,  Cbnfl  f<. 

very  agreeable  together  place*  of  feriptore,  of  the  bread,  TSii «  mj  M) ;  aqd  fpai‘- 
fitch  a*  John  fm.  39. 41.  Rom,  is.  7  ,—9. 1  of  the  vrioc  fcyj,  T&r  cut  «  the  Nr*  f  <■/ : 
and  1  !?*».  •  Hi.  *»  which  eeprefent  ail  the  jnent  fu'myMwr,  (Lake  a*it.  ip.ae.) 
chitdnp  of.  God  as  ihe  childreia  of  /iirabam,^  f  fiMMt-»»d-Wa«$  »:rt  probably  two  to;<= 
gnd  ;  partialartr  a*  dbaWa  children  by*  of  tbe-puuemouMaift  in  Arabia  Fmca  ;  - 
Sinat  1  da  not  fee  why  It  way  opt  he  at-  rather  Horeb  «ai  a.  omma  mow  h  ■  - 
Wdthat  Sarab  and  Hagar  were  ori^inaHy  whole  ridge  of  metrntam*  o<i  uiiiri, 

defign'd  of  God.  though,  perhaps,  sot  then'  “was  hunted,  and  was  csUt  i  Hmrb  from  1- 
enfcritwd  ky  dbibh,  *t  'figurative  repre-  ...cxcefibre  dryad*.  Of  h.  '  bee  l laverf.  y_ 
fentatteus  of  the  difitwacc  that  (boultl  be  fid.  Vol.X.  p.  j(Sa. 
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Weft  not;  break 
farih  and  cry, 
rh'rt  itut  trnail* 
ctt  not:  for  the 
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ftead  of  inheriting  a  blefiing,  who  did  not  in  all  things 
conform  to  it,  (chap,  in*  io+)  ;  and  this  anfveis  to  the 
prefent  ftate  of  the  earthly  Jerujalem%  which  is  no  long¬ 
er  the  feat  of  the  divine  prefence,  but  is  abandoned  of 
God  for  the  infidelity  of  its  inhabitants,  who  are  in 
the  oioft  dreadful  bondage  to  fin  and  Satan,  as  Hagar 
and  her  fon  Ijbmacly  and  their  defendants  were,  upon 
their  eselufioQ  from  the  family  of  Abraham*  and  from 
all  the  bleflings  of  his  covenant* 

26  But  the  heavenly  Jcrufalemy  the  church  of  the  liv¬ 
ing  God,  which  confiits  of  true  believers  in  Chrift,  that 
feek  to  be  jultificd  through  faith  in  him  alone,  is  de¬ 
livered  from  the  curie  of  the  law,  and  made  partaker 
of  all  the  bklfiiigs  of  the  gofpel  which  were  pro  unfed 
to  Abraham  and  his  feed,  (chap*  iii*  13,  14.)  j  .this  gof- 
pel-church,  which  is  of  a  heavenly  nature,  and  has  its 

original  front  heaven,  tends  toward  it,  and  /hall  be  ad* 
mined  into  it,  .was  typified  by  Sarah  the  free -wo man, 
and  by  Ifattihz  fon  of  the  premife*  and  may  be  (tykd 
the  parent  of  all  of  us  who  believe,  whether  we  he  Jews 
or  G entiles  y  as  we  were  begotten  to  the  faith  of  Chrift 
by  means  of  the  word  aod  ordinances  difpenfed  therein  ; 
even  as  Sarah  was  the  mother  of  1/aae*  and  he  was  a 
figure  of  all  the  true  feed  of  the  covenant  made  with 
Abraham*  And  this  may  be  Rill  further  confirmed, 
particularly  with  refpett  to  believing  Gentiles*  under 
the  gofpeMhte,  by  a  teftimqny  of  feripture,  which 
fpeaks  of  this  very  thing  alfo  in  the  allegorical  way* 

27  For  it  is  written  in  a  prophefy  of  the  New  Tefta- 
meur-times,  and  with  a  reference  to  Sarah  and  Hagar* 
(Ifa.  lav*  i«  See  the  note  on  wr.  24.)  Rejoice  and  be 
exceeding  glad,  ye  Gentile  nations,  who,  like  a  woman 
that  has  no  child,  were  for  many  ages  destitute  of  a  feed 
to  ferve  the  Lord,  that  Jhould  be  accounted  to  him  for 

a  generation,  as  Sarah  was,  till  (he  came  to  be  ninety 
years  old,  when  by  the  ordinary  courfe  of  nature  there 
could  be  no  hope  of  her  bearing  a  fon,  {Gen,  xvit*  17.)  ; 
Break  forth  into  ftrong  ami  vehement  acclamations  of 
joy;  and  (bout  aloud  in  your  praifes,  O  ye  who  have 
never  hitherto  bred  and  brought  forth  any  children  for 
God,  to  bear  his  holy  image,  and  to  glorify  and  enjoy 
him ;  For  fuch  is  his  amazing  love  and  conjpaffioA  to 
you,  whom  he  has  Teemed  fo  Jong  to  neglefc,  that  as 
the  dependents  of  Sarah*  who  was  defolatc  and  pad 
hope  of  child-bearing,  arc  more  numerous  than  thofe  of 
Hagar*  whom  Abraham  alfo  took  to  wife,  and  who  had 
a  fon  by  him  while  Ihe  was  in  her  teeming  age  ;  foun¬ 
der  the  gofpel-diipenfiitica  :r:uch  greater  numbers  of 

child*  en 
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30  Newrthe* 
!«fs,  what  faith 
the  feriptarc  ? 
Gift  out  thehoiui- 
vojQin  and  her 
Jon :  for  the  fan 
of  the  bood^vo 
man  full  not  be 
bar  with  the  fan 
of  the  free- wo¬ 
man* 


children  Avail  be  barn  to  God,  and  adopted  into  his  fa¬ 
mily  from  among  you*  who  till  then  were  out  of  the 
pale  of  his  covenant)  and  had  no  expectation  of  his  t-f- 
poufing  you  to  himfclf,  than  ever  were  found  among 
the  natural  feed  of  Abraham ,  who*  for  a  great  ferles  of 
time  before*  were  married  under  the  Mount* Sinai  dif- 
penfation  in  a  vifible  covenant  to  him  as  their  hufband, 

28  Now,  to  apply  this  important  allegory*  we*  my 
brethren  in  the  faith  of  Chrift,  whether  we  he  Jews  or 
GcntiUSy  are  by  fpecial  grace  the  true  children  of  the 
promife  made  to  Abraham  and  his  feed,  in  dift'm&ion 
from  thofe  that  feek  to  be  juftified  by  the  works  of  the 
law*  even  as  Ifaac,  the  fon  of  Sarah  the  free-woman, 
was  boro  by  virtue  of  the  promife,  and  was  the  beir  of 
its  bleftings,  in  diftinftion  from  JJbmaely  the  fon  of 
Hagariht  bond -worn an* 

29  But  as  in  that  age*  Ijbma*lf  who  was  born  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ufual  courfe  of  nature,  and  had  no  ad¬ 
vantages  but  what  pertained  to  the  flefli*  mocked  and 
derided*  (Gen*  xxi.  9.}  and  fo  with  his  malignant  tongur, 
at  lead*  perfeeuted  Ifaacf  who  was  born  hy  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  operation  of  the  Spirit  according  to  the  pro¬ 
mife  given  to  Abraham ,  that  he  Ihould  have  a  fon  by 
his  wife  Sarah ;  and  who  was  indeed  the  inheritor  of 
all  the  covenant-promifes  made  to  him  and  his  feed* 
{Gen*  xvii.  19.)  notwithftanding  IJbmacPs  mfulting  him 
for  his  pretentions  of  this  kind  *,  even  fo  it  is  at  this 
day*  with  refpe£t  to  us  who  adhere  to  the  pure  gofprl 
of  Chrift,  and  are  born  of  God  and  heirs  of  the  king* 
dom  of  heaven,  and  whom  Jrwifb  zealots  and  fdf-juf* 
ticiaries  arc  exceeding  violent,  and  highly  enraged  a- 
gatnft,  for  maintaining,  that  they  only,  'which  bt  y 

faith %  are  blcjfed  with  faitiful  Abraham.  {Chap.  iii.  9*) 

30  Neverthelefs,  the  conferences  of  tbefe  things 
will  be  very  terrible  to  them,  and  happy  ro  us,  as  they 
are  exemplified  In  the  cafe  of  thofe  two  fore  of  Abra¬ 
ham*  For  what  doth  the  fcripture  tell  us  with  regard 
hereunto?  it  introduces  Sarah  as  faying  to  her  hutband, 
and  God  as  approving  and  confirming  it,  {Gen.  mu  10, 
12.)  Expel  the  bondswoman  and  her  infolent  fon  out  ot 
your  houfe  and  favour  ;  for  I  cannot  bear,  that  the  fon 
of  your  bonthflave  ftould  inherit  coverjpnt-bleiTings 
with  my  fon  Ifaac%  whom  I*  your  lawful  wife*  have 

hors 


NOTE. 

*  Tt  was  immediately  upon HWa tT*  mock-  5,  10,)  It  therefbie  feems  thatch -at  Tf&n^H 
in*  that  Strih  fjraki  to  Abraham  to  hid  nanckcd  Jjajc  for,  via  his  chti't  inpio  *.'.e 

crjt  the  &7vd-wm3tt  ahithrr  aflignitig  thrir  father's  fate  heir;  ami  ;hat  thr*  1*  t- 
thUrcifon  for  it*  fat  if  the  hnd-t#**  ktned  Sarah’s  u  ^rnn  re-fco!m;iH  agiijsft  [»: 

w.yr  fLiuti  h'A  b£r  her  fa  t  (G:r«  x:i.  bond-woman  and  her  fan. 
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31  So  then, 
hrahren,  w t  are 
cut  chi  Wren  of 
tk*b«id-wajran, 
lu(  of  the  free. 


bore  to  you*  In  like  manner*  God  will  exclude  from 
his  church  and  covenant  all  thofe  that  feek  to  be  jul- 
tified  by  the  law;  and  will  not  fuffer  them  to  inherit 
bis  kingdom  of  grace  and  glory  together  with  thofe  that 
are  his  children  through  faith  iuChrift*  (Cbap+iiu  26*) 
31  So  then,  my  Cbriftian  brethren ,  to  fum  up  all 
that  I  have  been  faying  on  this  point*  we*  who  believe 
on  the  Lord  Je/us  alone  for  juftification  to  cterna*  life* 

are  not  of  thofe*  that*  ft  eking  it  by  tbe  law,  were  pre¬ 
figured  by  Jjhmatl  the  fon  of  Hagar%  and  (hall  be  fliut 
out  from  the  hidings  of  the  gcdpeMtatc  here*  and  from 
the  heavenly  inheritance  hereafter ;  but  we  are  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  promUcj  fignified  by  Ifaac ,  the  fon  of  Sa - 
r&ht  that  are  entitled  to  all  the  bldling£  of  gr.ice  and 
glory;  and  therefore  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Mofaic  ferviledifpenfation  ;  much  lets  are  we  to  imagine 
that  any  of  its  ceremonial  rites  are  neceftary  to  eur  ac* 
ceptance  with  God* 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

What  darknefs  and  bondage  of  fpirit  ait  God*s  own  children  fubjetft  to;  wheirr 
like  thofe  under  the  legal  dlfpenfation,  they  have  but  low  views  of  the  light  and 
liherty  of  tbe  gofpel  i  They  live  more  like  fervants  than  fon  a  and  heirs.  Hut  how 
great  and  glorious  are  the  advantages  of  the  New  Tell  ament- ftate,  that  are 
brought  in  by  the  Son  of  God  !  His  Father  fent  Mm  at  the  appointed  and  fit  left 
time  to  a  (Turn  c  human  nature  into  perfonal  union  with  hi  in  rdf*  and  he,  being, 
the  promiferi  feed  of  the  woman,  became  fnbje#  to  the  law  in  his  peoples  Head* 
that  he  might  redeem  them  from  its  curfe,  and  from  the  fervile  temper  which  the 
Sinai  ^covenant  produced  in  them  while  they  were  under  it ;  and  that  they  might 
he  admitted  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  children  of  God,  as  arrived  at  mature 
age :  and  what  a  fore  ami  delightful  evidence  have  we,  that  this  h  our  happy  cafe, 
when  God  gives  us  the  Spirit  of  his  Son,  to  embolden  our  humble  claims  of  him 
as  our  Father,  and  to  wit nefs  with  our  fplrits*  that  we  air  bis  Cans  and  heirs 
through  Jefiis  Chrift !  If  we  have  any  experience  of  this,  it  is  becaufe  God  took 
a  gracious  notice  of  us  before  wc  knew  him,  or  turned  from  all  our  idols  to  him, 
who  is  by  nature  God,  and  the  only  object  of  rebgious  woriliip*  But  how  fur- 
prizing  is  their  ingratitude  and  folly,  who,  after  all  profeJlions  of  this  kind,  do 
pirn  from  the  gofpel -doctrine  of  j unification  through  faith  in  Chrift  to  the  works 
n<  the  law !  A  defection  in  this  great  point  gives  reafon  to  fear,  left  alt  the  pains 
rh-it  have  been  beftowtd  on  ftich,  with  hopeful  appearances  of  luceefs,  fhonkl 
prove  to  lx  in  vain,  and  they  Ihould  turn  utter  ^pollutes  i  O  how  tenderly  con¬ 
cerned  arc  faithful  mmifters  for  peribiiu  iu  this  threatening  fit  uni  ion,  whom  they 
formerly  hoped  they  had  been  initmments  of  begetting  to  Chrifl  !  They  travail 

it  were  in  birth  again,  that  his  true  doftrioe  and  holy  image  may  be  formed  in 
them ;  they  ftudy  to  accommodate  their  difeourfes  to  their  dr  cum  (lances, 
and  would  be  glad  to  fpeak  comfortable  things  to  them  ;  they  are  grieved 
at  the  nnficadi ud's  of  their  xeal,  which  ought  to  be  always  carried  out  to 
flp.lyggod  men  and  good  things;  and  they  cannot  but  fulemnly  warn  them  of 
tt:dr  danger,  and  of  the  artful  methods  of  thofe  that  lye  in  wait  to  deceive  them* 
under  feigned  pretences  of  great  affection  to  them,  while  they  only  mean  to  pro- 
lilyte  them  to  tUemfctvcs,  and  alienate  their  hearts  from  thole  whom  they  juftly 
clU-cmed  before.  What  can  be  a  more  likely  means,  by  the  bk  Cling  of  God.  Xo 
reclaim  fuch  revolt era*  than  to  remind  them  of  the  terrible  things  that  the  bw 
Ciys  to  Inch  as  under  it  ?  Tins  may  be  learned  from  the  iullatsces  of  Hnpir  iho 

bond* 
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b 

bond- woman j  in  oppofition  to  Sarah  the  free- woman,  and  tbeir  refpcftive  Cons* 
the  figurative  meaning  of  which  ist  that  they  who  rely  on  their  own  performances 
of  any  hind>  according  to  the  covenant  of  worts,  wit!  be  excluded  from  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  ;  hut  they  who  adhere  by  faith  to  the  free  promife  through 
Jefus  Chrift*  according  to  the  gofpclj  wilt  inherit  eternal  life.  Thefe  are  blcflVd 
indeed ;  and  bow  much  foever  they  may  |>s  derided  and  periccuted  for  tbeir  pro* 
feflion  of  thia  important  doctrine*  they  may  rejoice  in  hope  that  the  ifluc  of  ail 
wiU  make  them  rich  amends  for  ever. 

■ 

+ 


Tckt- 

CTvnd  fa  ft  there¬ 
fore  in  the  li¬ 
berty  w  herewith 
Cbnfl  hath  wade 
v*  free,  and  be 
not  entangled  t- 
gain  with  the  yoke 
of  bondage. 


chat.  v. 

The  apoJUe  applies  the  foregoing  difeourfe  in  an  earnejl  exhortation,  en¬ 
forced  by  various  arguments ,  to  ftand faft  in  the  liberty  of  the  gofpel,  i , 
— i  a.  To  take  heed  of  abuftng  that  liberty  by  indulging  a  finful  temper , 
contrary  to  the  great  lavs  if /eve,  13 1  j.  /iW  in  -wulk  in  the  Spirit* 
and  not  fulfil  the  lujls  if  the  ftejb ,  tabic b  ore  oppofite  to  each  other ,  and 
the  taorks  f  vthicb  refpeSIivefj  are  defer ibed  at  large,  1 6,-26* 

_  F 

Paraphrase. 

ClNCEfr  as  has  been  obferved,  there  is  fu  much  dan- 
^  ger  in  the  fchtme  of  thofe  falfe  teachers,  that  would 
carry  you  off  from  the  gofpel  to  the  law  of  Mofcj  for 
juftification  \  and  fince  true  believers  are  the  children 
of  God,  reprefemed  by  Ifaac^  the  fon  of  the  free-wo- 
mao,  I  eameftly  befecch  and  exhort  you,  my  brethren, 
to  maintain  your  ground,  like  foldiers  that  Hand  firm 
in  rank  and  file  ;  and  to  abide  ftedfaftly  in  the  belief, 
poffeflion,  and  practice  of  that  bappy,  holy,  and  ds> 
lightful  freedom  from  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  work*, 
and  from  its  curfc,  as  alfo  from  all  obligations  of  obe¬ 
dience  to  its  ceremonial  precepts  ;  which  noble  freedom 
is  brought  in  by  the  fatisfaflion  that  Chrift  has  made 
as  a  prieft,  In  milling  both  the  ceremonial  and  moral 
law  ;  and  by  his  fettlement  m  the  gofpel,  and  enlight- 
ning  our  minds  and  impre fling  our  hearts  according 
toit,  as  a  prophet  and  king:  And  let  love,  gratitude, 
and  obedience  to  him,  as  well  as  a  concern  for  the  fafe- 
ty  and  comfort  of  your  own  fouls,  engage  you  to  take 
the  utmoft  care  that  ye  be  not  incumbered  and  oppref* 
fed  again,  (fee  the  note  on  chap*  iv.  9.}  with  a  fer- 
vilc  yoke,  which  ctrcumciflon  would  lay  upon  you  to 
comply  with  the  whole  of  the  fifa/aic  law,  as  if  that 
were  neceflary  to  falvauoo,  (wr*  3^  and  A£is  xv,  r.) 

2  Obferve  the  terrible  confluence,  I  Paul)  the  in- 
fpired  apoltle,  {chap*  i,  1*)  who  am  unjulUy  defamed, 
as  though  I  preached  up  dreumcifion  among  fome  peo¬ 
ple  to  fcrvc  a  turn,  (fee  the  note  on  ver,  ri.) ;  even  l 
do  folenmiy  declare,  and  leave  it  as  a  finding  record, 

that  if  ye  be  circumcifed  under  ait  apprehenfion  of  its 

.  being 


%  BchuLd ,  T 
Paul  Jay  unto 
you,  dh it  if  ye 
be  cimmci£dr 
Qmft  (ball  profit 
you  nothing. 


Ch.  7# 


5  Fur  1  tcftify 
i.^in  to  every 

n:,t«  that  is  eir- 

f.rniri  ed,  thlt  he 
:i  ±  debtor  to  the 
s  lusk  lair. 


4  CVH>  [$  k* 

f  -Tt  of  oo  effinft 
eto  y»u(  whofb* 
ever  of  you  are 
jijilifitxl  by  the 
U  *\  ye  art:  fallen 
Jr*«w  grace* 


S  For  we  thro* 
Spirit,  wait 
/  t  die  hope  of 
i  ;'h  eouineis  by 

uuh. 


£  For*  in  J*fu$ 
C.  .'li\  ,  printer 
'iii-Timciiion  a* 
\  ■-‘ftlt  anything, 
r  ir  nncincemci- 
j.  vi,  bt;t  fsilh 
vJ  ;ck  u'Oi'Lcth  by 

L^* 
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being  neceflary  to  your  acceptance  with  God,  norhiog 
that  Cbrift  has  done  and  fufFered,  or  that  hie  gofpcl  re* 
veaJs,  will  be  of  any  faring  advantage  to  you* 

3  For  as  I  have  always  maintained  io  my  vniotflra^ 
turns  every  where  ;  fo  I  now  repeat  it  with  great  ear- 
neflaefs,  as  a  molt  concerning  troth,  to  every  man,  be 
he  Jew  or  G  entile  7  who  is  circumcifed  with  this  view  \ 
that  he  is  thereby  obliged,  under  pain  of  condemnation, 
to  keep  the  whole  Mojatc  law,  which  is  fuch  a  ftri£t 
condition  of  life,  as  none  in  his  p relent  fallen  ftatc  e- 
ver  can  fulfil ;  and  yet  for  the  leaf!  failure  therein  he 
remains  under  the  curfe,  {ebaf*  ill*  to.)  and  lb  can 
never  obtain  his  end. 

4  The  blood  and  righteoufflcf$>  gofpel  and  Spirit 
of  the  anointed  Saviour  will  be  of  no  avail  to  any 
of  you :  Sut  ye  are,  as  it  were  dtfeharged  from  Chrift, 

ajra  tv  ^  if  that  feek  pardon  and  acceptance 

by  the  works  of  the  law,  and  To  fet  up  a  righteoufitefs 
of  your  own,  Lnflead  of,  or  together  with  his  for  that 
purpofe}  ye  hereby  practically  renounce,  and  fall  away 
*  from  the  doftrine  of  j  unification  freely  by  God's 
grace  through  tbc  redemption  rbat  is  in  Cbrift  Jcfus, 
which  ye  once  made  a  profeflion  of,  and  by  which  alone 
any  of  you  can  be  faved* 

5  For,  through  the  light  and  influence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  according  to  the  gofpcl,  we  Jews  as  wdl  as  Gat* 
tiles )  that  believe  to  the  raving  of  our  fouls,  look  and 
watt  with  earned  defire,  expectation  and  patience  for 
eternal  life,  which  is  the  great  object  of  our  hope,  (Col. 
i\  5*  and  lit,  11.13.)  noton  account  of  any  righteouf¬ 
nefs  of  our  own,  but  merely  on  the  foot  of  the  righte* 
oufnefs  of  Chrili,  as  our  only  title  to  it  through  faith 
in  him,  which  faith  his  Spirit  likewife  works  in  us. 

6  For  whh  ref  peel  to  intereft  in  Chrift,  and  jufltfi- 

cation  by  virtue  of  our  federal  and  vital  union  with 
him,  a  being  merely  circumcifed,  or  not  circumcifed, 
under  the  NewTeftamcnt-dtfpeufuion,  fignifies  nothing 
at  all  f ;  our  date  in  Chrifl  is  no  way  afTe&ed  by  either 
of  them,  while  circumcifion  is  not  con  fide  red  as  a  re¬ 
commendation,  nor  the  want  of  it  has  a  hindrance  to 
our  acceptance  with  God :  lint  the  only  thing,  which, 
according  to  gofpeUconflitutum  avails  to  this  purpofe. 


is 


NOTE  3. 


*  GrAtt  liert  plainly  Jignifici,  as  it  doth 

is  Tit*  ii*  jc*  and  ocher  places, 

\r j.r  vf  jretr*  For  that  is  what  the  apuCUe 
i  _l  jJl  been  fpc;i  king  of,  in  oppofrioo 

to  rlc  hw  and  its 

*.  The  indifference  with  which  the  ipoftle 
<*f  tiiciimcifio na  mat:  U  appar- 


rent,  (hat  his  argument,  all  along  againft 
irt  is  Jiot  10  be  uriderftoodi  merely  of  the 
thing  iifrlf,  bus  or  the  firfTt  that  was  laid 
tip* in  it,  as  necc-fftry  to  faivation,  and  as 
binding  ro  an  cbfcrva:ion  of  the  bob  hw, 
under  the  notion  of  :i  eofijiriwi  of  life*  (Sw 
Uie  lltfe  sz  iv*  i  <■) 
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7  Ye  did  ran 
wcll^'ho  dtd  bin* 
dfir  ycnt>  chat  you 
(bould  pot  obey 

the  truth  l 


S  This  pttfua- 
fpn  wmtth  not  of 
him  that  callexh 
you. 


|  A  Hr  lie  lea* 
wtn  hnvcAtth  the 
wboJclump, 


to  T  have  con* 
hilt  nee  let  yon 
tho*  the  Luni, 
t  hit  you  will  be 
noue  oi  heretic 
maided 

r 


is  fuch  an  effectual  faith,  as  re(U  upon  ChriA  alone  for 
falvation,  and  is  proved  to  be  fin  cere  by  its  powerful 
influence  on  the  heart  to  render  him  precious  to  us, 
and  engage  our  alfefiionate  love  to  and  delight  in  him, 
anti  in  his  members,  word,  and  way s  for  bis  fake, 
together  with  a  uni ve rial  benevolence  to  all  men,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  native  difpofuion  of  a  nrw  creature^ 
( chap *  yu  15.) 

7  Ye,  my  brethren,  did  fet  out,  <0  all  appearance, 
exceeding  well,  and  for  fome  time  proceeded  and  p;efsM 
forward  with  a  promiling  zeal  in  your  profrflion  of  the 
doftrine  of  j unification  by  faith  in  Chrift,  like  perfons 
that  ran  in  earned  for  the  great  prize  of  falvauon  alone 
through  him-  Who  then  is  it,  (pray  confidcr  this  mat¬ 
ter  ferioully  with  the  reafons  of  it)  that  has  flopped  you 
in  your  way,  or  driven  you  back  from  it,  that  ye  ftiould 
not  perfift  in  a  perfuafion  of,  and  yield  yourf elves  up 
by  an  obediential  faith  to,  the  authority  of  ChriA, 
according  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  with  refpeft  to 
this  main  point,  which  enters  fo  deeply  into  your  deal¬ 
ings  with  God  for  eternal  life  ? 

8  Whofoever  he  be  that  has  given  this  pernicious 
turn  to  your  notions  and  pra&ice,  lam  very  fure  that 
your  prefent  judging  fentiments,  fo  direftly  contrary 
to  the  whole  defign  of  Chrifthntty,  about  the  grounds 
of  acceptance  with  Cod,  is  not  owing  to  any  thing  e- 
ver  faid  by  me,  who  miniftred  the  gofpel  to  you  in  a 
quite  contrary  ftrain,  and  was  inftrurnental  in  bring* 
ing  you  over  to  the  Chriftian  faith,  (fee  tbe  note  on 
chap*  i*  6+);  nor  is  it  derived  from  that  God  who  fpokc 

and  worked  by  me  in  calling  you  to  the  knowledge  of 

Chrifl,  and  of  the  way  of  fatvarion  alone  thro'  him, 
and  that,  as  I  hoped,  in  an  effectual  manner* 

9  Some  corrupt  influence  mult  have  inCnuated  itfclt 
among  you  from  Satan  and  his  inflrumetus,  tho’  per¬ 
haps,  at  fiffl  but  in  one  particular  point,  and  by  the 
management  of  but  one  or  two  perfons,  and  may  hi¬ 
therto  have  perverted  only  a  few  of  you  ;  yet  remember 
it  will  operate  with  nn align  ant  and  fpreading  efficacy, 
unltfs  timely  prevented,  p  the  infefling  of  your  whole 
fchenae  of  evangelical  principles,  and  one  way  or  other 
of  the  whole  church  j  even  as  a  little  leaven  diffufesh* 
fclf  by  an  Infcn  fible,  but  powerful  fermentation,  till  it 
fours  the  whole  mafs  of  dough  into  which  it  is  caft. 

10  I  have  indeed  mentioned  my  great  fear  about  you, 
(chdpJ'ip*  II,  20.)  and  yet,  after  all,  I  cannot  but 
have  a  prevailing  charitable  hope,  through  the  grace  of 
the  Lord  Jefus, Concerning  many  of  you*  at  icaft,  that 

when 
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mb  Jed:  bm  he 
tkt  tronhkth 
wu  Hull  bcarhlt 

p 

judgment,  who* 

ilwrhe  be. 


ii  And  T,  br;* 
thrcn,  if  1  yet 
preach  rircumci- 

Am,  why  do  lyrt 

fa  lier  perforation? 
then  is  the  offence 
rf  the  croft  ceaf- 
d 


li  I  would  they 
were  eyea  cot  on 
*hich  trouble 
yoa. 


when  ye  come  to  refledt  on  my  fears  and  folemn  warn¬ 
ings,  with  the  rtafons  of  them,  ye  will  think  no  other¬ 
wise  than  I  myfdf  do,  about  the  danger  of  this  infec¬ 
tion,  and  the  neceflity  of  making  a  full  and  Speedy  (land 
again  ft  it*;  and  will  paf&  a  church-cenfure  upon  him, 
be  he  ever  fo  great  or  famous,  who  is  the 

principle  inftrumem  of  throwing  ftich  confufion  among 
you,  of  perplexing  your  minds,  and  even  terrifying  you 
into  his  deltru&ive  errors:  But,  whether  ye  do  your 
duty  herein  or  nor,  he,  who  has  a  great  deal  to  ani'wer 
for,  will  Sooner  or  later  fall  under  the  righteous  judg¬ 
ment  of  God,  to  be  punifhed,  in  this  world,  or  the 
next,  unlcfs  be  give  him  repentance  to  the  acknowledge* 
ment  of  the  truth*  (2  Tim*  ii*  2^,  26.) 

11  But  (Ji)  as  to  myfdf,  brethren,  if,  asfouiehave 
invidioully  reported  f,  1  after  alt  preach  up  circumci- 
fion  as  necefiary  to  lalvation,  or  plead  for  the  believing 
Gentiles  being  circumcifed  in  order  thereunto,  hour 
comes  it  to  pafs  that  I  Hill  undergo,  and  chcarfully  futn 
mit  to  the  fcverefl  perfecu  cions  from  the  bigotted  Jewst 
as  it  is  notorious  I  do  wherever  I  come  ?  Were  I  once 
to  comply  with  their  corrupt  notions  about  foperadding 
the  works  of  the  law  to  the  merits  of  Chrill,  the  chief 
ground  of  their  being  offended  at  the  doctrine  of  fil¬ 
iation  hy  a  crucified  Saviour  would  immediately  ceafe, 
and  1  fhould  be  no  lopger  expofed  to  their  furious  out¬ 
rage  for  preaching  it*  My  great  and  continual  fuffer- 
ings  therefore  on  this  account  area  Handing  confutation 
of  all  fuggeftions  of  this  nature  to  defame  ine. 

12  I  heartily  wifti  that  they  who  have  fo  grievemfly 
perplexed  and  difturbed  you,  and  fubvened  the  faith  of 
fome  among  you,  were  cult  out  cf  the  church  by  a  fo- 
lemn  fen  ten  ce  of  excommunication  in  the  name  cf  iho 
Lord  Jefus ;  and  fo  turned  over  to  him  for  the  vindica¬ 
tion  of  his  own  caufe,  and  bringing  them  to  repentance ; 

or 


N  o 

*  ,Ti*  nut  improbably  thought thpt  jwdfr- 
ima/  nay  have  a  reference  the  cenfure  of 
chordi,  which  the  apollle  wiflis*  might 
U  inflated  cm  this  peribn  aod  Iris  Aflhritfcs, 
hit*  xv,  whom  be  hid  likened  to  a  HitU  U&vcn 
dm  ifwvtfts  the  toW*  fampt  vcr„  9  joftas  he 
dU  ihe  inctdiioua  pcHbo  when  kc  wrote  to 
the  OrafbeAi  to  oft  him  out  of  the  church, 
1  C9T.  v.  j,  tf.  And  yet  it  is  proper  to  take 
hi  a  confidcration  of  the  judgment  of  Cod; 
bctftufe  this  confirms,  and  gives  the  mcit 
jwi'ul  finftlon  to  a  cbiTroh-cciUiire  duly  pro- 
pffltMcd ;  and  God  will  deal  wiili  the  iuq.ii 
that  ddeives  it,  whether  the  church  doth  its 
Jin;  towards  him  of  cor. 

You  IV*  .  1 


E  S 

f  The  apoflic  here  phiidy  intin»:w,  that 
fomc,  to  teflen  and  cxpoic  hi*  ch  aratter,  hud 
fn^cOed  as  if  he  *ere  an  unJhbh  man, 
preaching  Up  cirnundfion  iti  t^mc  places, 
tho*  in  lit  has  he  preached  it  down  They 
mifht  probably  take  nraiMWi  for  <  his  from 
his  cireu inciting  ?jju&fAr»io  prevent  ojfriicc 
to  the  7ruut  and  remove  that  ij 

the  niefulneft  ofhU  miniffry  atrong  llirm, 
(fee  the  note  on  jfflr  xvi.  3*)  and  from  his 
(peaking  fora  charitable  tV'rbeararcc,  as  he 
oft*n  did,  with  regard  to  clrcumcifion,  when 
no  ftreft  was  hid  «pon  tr,  aud  yei  'JcwiC,  pre¬ 
judice:  rcr.ii ucJ  in  its  fivoui. 


Z 
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1  i  To *,  bre¬ 
thren,  yc  have 
been  called  unto 
liberty; 

twt  liberty  form 

ixttfioh  t  o  the 
fieft,  but  by  love 
iem  o DC  another* 


T4  For  all  the 
law  is  fnlfiiy  in 
one  word*  tvtu  in 
thia;  Thow  (halt 
love  thy  neigh¬ 
bour  af  thyiclf* 


or  that  in  God’s  own  waythey  may  be  hindered  from 

bringing  any  further  mifebief  and  dishonour  upon  his 
name,,  church*  and  gofpel..  ■ 

13  .For  ye,  my  brethren,  have  been  called  -by  the 
gofpcl  to  a. noble  liberty  of  fpirit  in  deatiog  with  God 
asyour  Father,  and  in  your  deliverance  from  ceremo¬ 
nial  obiervances,  and  from. the  curie  of  die  law;  a  li- 
berty  which  ought  not  to  be. broke  in  upon  by  any  one 
whatfoeverj  and  which  .ye  ought  to  .abide  by  as  more 
valuable  than  your  lives :  only  remember,  shat  it  is  not 
a  liberty  which  difeharges  you  from'  obligations  to  keep 
the  morel  law  as  the  law  of  your  creation,  and  the  tn- 
difpen  fable  and  unchangeable  rule  of  righteoufoefs,  and 
therefore  it  is  not  to  be  abufed-unto  licemioufnds,  and 

r  ■  ■  “ 

taking  occaGon  to  gratify  your  pride,  paffioo,  and  fen- 
fuality,  or  any  other  corruption  of  human  nature ;  nor 
is  it  to  be  managed  in  fuch  a  manner,  ai  to  head  others 
into  fin, .but  it  is  to  be  iflsjtroved  unto  all -kind  and  bro¬ 
therly  attention  and  friendly  offices  in  ferviog  one  ano¬ 
ther,  by  all  proper  meai^s,.  as  thefe  that  are  bound  to 
leek  each  otherY  edification  and  advantage. 

14  For  all -the  precepts  of  the  fecood  table  of  the 
moral  law  are  fu nam’d  up-by.cur  Lord  bimfelf,  {Matt. 
xxii,  39,  40.)  in  me  fo  very  comprehqiGve,  that  a  due 
regai d  to  it,  from  a  principle  of  loye.Jto  God,  would 
readily  lead  you  to  a  compliance  with,  all  the  reft  $  and 
that  is  this,  Tour  benevolent  temper  anjd  beneficent  be¬ 
haviour  toward  your  fellow  creatures,  and-much  more 
fellow. CbriUians,  of  every,  civil,  or  religious  character, 
ihali  be  finccreJy  l'uch  as  ye  owe  to  rourfclf,  and  as, 

were  you  in  their  circumftances,  and  taty  in  yours,  yot 
would  think  rcatbnybie  for  them  to  exercife  toward 


if  Rut  if  ye  bite 
and  4ctot:r  one 
another,  mkc  hc*4 
that  yc  be  not 
cnnfiittcJ  one  of 
another. 


rtf  T Er  I  Jay 
llicn,  Uriltin 
I  be  Spirit  1  and  ye 

fbajl 


yourfclf,  as  partaker  of  the  fame  human  nature,  anc 
etpecially  as  being  of  the  fame  ChrifUaa-communit) 
with  them, 

■  «i 

ry  'But  if,  in  defiance  of  this  great  comm  and  men! 
of  the  law,  ye,  like  ravenous  wild-:  b sails,  rather  that 
Chriftians,  or  rational  creatures,  endued  with  feoti- 
ments  of  humanity,  fight,  aiid  quarrel,  reproach  am 
abufe  each  other  with  as  much  severity  and  fierce m:f 
ns  if  ye  would  bite  and  tear,  and  ear  up  one  another, 
there  is  great  reafon  to  fear,  left  at  length  the  God  ol 
love  and  peace  forfake  you,  and  ye  on  both  fid.ee- rbrougl. 
mu: cal  neats  and  feuds,  be  brought  to  u«cr*uin,  will 
relation  to  your  eburcb^ftate  and. privileges,  .and  ail  yen.: 

bell  interefts.  ‘ 

16  My  advice  then;  yea  tny  folcmn  charge  in  th> 
name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  for  preventing  theft  and  a: 


Cb.  r. 

fiull  not  folfil  the 
bit  of  the  £dh. 
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IT  Fcrlbeflclh 
Juflot  again  ft  the 
Spirit,  and  the 
Spirit  agiinit  the 
fcJh:  and  ihde 
l'c  funerary  ike 

one  to  the  other  *  t 
J^lfaat  ye  cannot 
cb  tire  ttuo£f 
That  ye  would* 


Jl 

r 


Tl 


other  dreadful  eruptions  of  the  body  of  fin,  is,  that  ye 
labour,  and' beg  of  God  to  enable  you,  to  live  and  act 
in  thc  conflant  courfe  of  your  walk  with  him  and  con- 
verfation  in  the  world,  according  to  the  di&ates,  and 
under  tbc  influence  and  government  of  his  good  Spirit, 
and  of  that  fupernatural  principle  of  grace  and  hob- 
nefs,  which  I  trull  he  has  planted  in  many  of  your 
hearts,  and  which  there! ore  may  be  alfo  called  Spirit* 
{John  iii.  6*) $  and  this  will  have  fuch  a  powerful  efieft 
upon  you,  that  ye  wili  not  yield  yourfeives  up  toj  the 
inclinations  and  propenfions  of  that  carnal  principle, 
which  ftili  in  mcafurc  abides  with  you,  and  may  well 
be  called  ftejb ;  much  left  will  ye  ever  be  fullered  to  fi- 
nilh  fin,  {*  in  fuch  a  manner  as  would  bring 

forth  death*  ( Jam *  j*  15.) 

17  For  in  regenerate  fouls,  the  remainder  of  in-divcll- 
ing  corruption  llrugglcs  ngainft,  andfain  would  fupprefe 
the  gracious  principle  and  all  its  holy  workings  in  them, 
and  expel  the  Spirit  of  Cod  from  them  ;  And  on  :li2 
contrary,  tbc  fpiritual  principle  that  is  wrought  in  them, 
by  the  Holy  Ghoil,  and  Tides  with  him,  as  living  and 
idling  under  his  conduct  and  affui&ncc,  heard! y  ckfitvs 

and  labours  after  the  mortification  and  crude 
deftru£lion  of  the  body  of  fin:  And  tbefc  two  princi¬ 
ples,  the  old  and  new  man,  the  law  of  the  members 
andtbehw  of  the  mind,  are  directly  oppofite  in  their 
nature,  tendencies,  and  a&ings,  one  again  ft  the  other; 
infomuch,  that  thro’  the  prevailing  bias  of  ihe  better 
part  in  you,  ye  do  hy  no  means  give  into  a  chofen  and 
deliberate  comrnifiinn  of  thofe  fi^s  which  your  remain¬ 
ing  corruptions  would  prompt  you  to,  any  more  than 
that,  thro*  their  counter-workings,  ye  f  do  not  perform 
the  duties  ye  are  called  to,  with  fuch  an  entire  freedom* 
conflancy,  and  fervour,  as  ye  ougbr,  and  gladly  would, 

18  But  if,  upon  the  whole,  ye  be  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  and  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  according  to 
the  rule  of  his  word,  and  the  principle  of  that  new  na¬ 
ture  which  he  has  given  you ;  and  lb,  in  the  hahitnal 
frame  of  your  hearts  and  courfe  of  your  lives,  are  led  oft’ 
from  the  ways  of  fin  into  the  paths  of  righteuufnefs*  it 
is  evident  that  ye  are  not  under  the  law,  ns  a  covenant 
of  works,  nor  under  its  curfc;  for  ye  received  ?:ot  the 
Spirit  by  the  works  of  the  law,  but  by  the  hearing  of 
faiths  (ch,  iii*  2*)  \  and  there  is  mw  m  condemnation  to 
them  that  are  in  Chrifi  Jefus*  vrfrt  walk  not  after  the 
firjb  but  after  the  Spirit .  (Korn.  viii*  t*) 

I9j 

note. 

:t  Oriel  ind  .pn>psr  fcife  of  th.cti:  7*  ^  e{ri  *  *®d  f  f*  U? 

wliv  they  ml  U  ft  jc?dur:d*‘  Z  i 


|3  But  K  y*  be 
int  by  tbc  Spii U, 
jt  ire  not  under 
liw  liv. 


3J< 
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:p  Naur  the 
work*  of  the  flcfh 
are  iDanifcll  , 
wLkh  arc  J/t/V* 
aduhei  jr,  forn  (ca¬ 
tion, undonncfii 
lafriviou  forts, 
to  Moiety, 

witchcraft ,  hat¬ 
ted,  variance,  *- 

tittlttionS)  wrath, 
firiic,  fed  it  ions, 
hereliM* 

ii  Envying* , 
miirrjcn,  dri/nk* 
ennefs  (  revel* 
linps,  and  fuch 
Jikr;  of  t  lie  which 
I  tell  you  before, 
as  [htreal^tdfl 
you  in  time  p ill, 
that  they  *hich 
da  lii  eh  things 
lhall  not  inherit 
the  Ltajhlam  of 
OoJ. 


u  Put  the  fruit 
of  the  Spirit  is 
love,  jo>%  pracc, 
long  *  foficrin^ , 
gait  lute  ft,  good- 
ticft,  faith,' 
a  3  Meekneft  , 
tanpeiance  :  t- 
fuch  there 
li;  no  Law. 


>9*  20,  a  I  Now,  if  ye  would  know  what  are  the 
different  operations  of  thefe  two  contrary  principles :  As 
to  tbe  evil  workings  that  arc  produced  by  the  corrup¬ 
tion  of  nature,  fome  of  which  may  be  called  the  jitthi- 
neft  of  tbe  fiejb,  as  they  moll  immediately  defile  the  bo¬ 
dy  %  and  others,  the  jiltbineft  of  tbe  fpirit  as  they 
mod  immediately  defile  the  fbulf  (i  Cor .  vii.  i.)  they 
are  too  obvious  and  odious  to  be  concealed,  or  admit  of 
any  colourings  to  recommend  them,  and  are  fuch  ?: 
thefe,  whoredom  in  thought  or  deed,  or  both,  between 
married  men  and  women,  or  at  lead  where  one  cf  the 
parries  is  fo ;  fimplc  fornication  between  fingle  perfens; 
impurity  or  lewdnefs,  and  immodefly  of  every  kind  ;  u:i 
uncbafle,  indecent,  and  wanton  temper  and  behaviour; 
all  idolatrous  worlhip  ;  enchantments,  divinations  and 
magic  arts  by  real  or  pretended  converges  with  familiar 
fpirits  ;  ill-will  towards  others,  together  with  enmity 
againft  God  and  godUnefe;  litigious  contentions  ;  hit¬ 
ter  zeal,  and  rancour;  a  (welling  revengeful  temper; 
(holdings,  wranglings,  and  provocations  to  evil ;  a  rio¬ 
tous  turbulent  behaviour  to  canfe  difleations;  funda¬ 
mental  errors,  obftioately  perfifted  in  againft  the  plain¬ 
ed  tight  and  evidence  ;  uneafy  grttdgings  at  the  profpe- 
rity  of  others ;  tnalieioufly  defigning,  and  wilfully  ac* 
complifiiing  the  death  of  men  without  any  juft  caufe ; 
drinking  Arong  liquors  to  excefs;  gluttonous  feaftings, 
ranting  and  raving;  together  with  many  other  debauch¬ 
eries,  lufts  and  pafliona  of  a  iike  nature,  concerning 
which  1  now  aflure  you  before-hand,  as  l  alfo  did  when 
1  was  perfoually  prefen  t  and  preached  among  you 
that  they,  who  commit  any  of  thefe  crimes,  allowing 
themfelves  therein,  and  are  not  brought  to  repentance, 
and  recovered  from  them,  (hall  not  be  admitted  to  the 
inheritance  of  the  faints  in  God’s  heavenly  kingdom. 

22,  23  But,  in  oppofition  to  thefe  and  fuch  fort  of 
dete  (table  works  of  the  flelh,  the  effeQs  that  are  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  by  tbe  principle  of  di¬ 
vine  life  under  his  influence,  and  that,  like  the  merit 
grateful  fruits,  are  well-pleafing  to  God  through  jefus 
Ohrid,  and  profitable  to  yourfelvcs,  are  fuch  as  thefe, 
A  univerfal  love  to  God  and  Chrift,  his  word  and  ordi¬ 
nances, 

NOTES. 


^  Some  of  ihe  wrlr,  hereafter  mention¬ 
ed,  au&  principally,  if  not  entirety  from  the 
Wflrf,  fuch  is  iJcfairji  wltcher  aft  t  baircdt 
wrath ,  hereof*)  and  tnryingfz  and  yet  are 
called  the  wrkt  cf  tbe  fltjb.  We  nave  there- 
^re  mftm  to  conclude,  that  by  tbe  fiefit  the 
ipaftledoes  not  We  nieau  the  Wpand  its  ftn- 
Tr:lvt  appetites  and  inclinations  hut  tU 


nrr&fth*  of  human  nalAre,  as  it  ipreads 
through  and  deSlet  ad  the  patera  of  tttf  iirjl, 

as  well  si  alt  the  member*  rf  the  body,  by 
which  it  difcover*  iriej f,  and  breaks  out  ir?» 
overt  afo*  {Seethe  note*  on  item*  vi.  1  ), 
f  Theft  are  iiicH  ft/ tie  jtfjb.  as  Uem 

to  have  much  abounded  a  ro  on  *  the 

and  therefore  are  fo  particularly  fpt-’iiicd. 


Ckf. 


±4.  A oJ  rhcf 
fkn  ire  Ch  rift’s 
kire  crucified  the 
fklh,  with  thcaF* 
Icc&uuandhiftj, 


A 

► 


ty  If  vc  live 
in  the  Spirit*  hi 

a* 
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nances*  fellow-Chriftians  and  fellow-creatures*  by  which 

I  have  told  you*  (wr,  (S-)  fairb  works*  and  proves  itfelf 
to  be  Gflccre  ;  joy  in  God  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chri/lf 
by  whom  receive  fit  atonement  y  (Rom.  v,  u.)  and 
rejoicing  in  the  happintfe  of  others*  and  in  contributing 
towards  it;  peace  of  conference  under  a  fenfe  of  peace 
with  God  through  the  blood  of  jefus*  and  a  peaceable 
temper  and  behaviour  towards  our  Chridian' brethren* 
and  towards  all  men  ;  a  patient  bearing  of  affronts  and 
injuries*  and  long  forbearance  toward  thofe  that  offend 
us;  in  affable  and  courteous*  harrokfsj  fweet  and  win* 
mng  difpoGtion  and  carriage  towards  all  we  have  to  do 
with;  a  benevolent  temper  and  beneficent  courfe  tf 
life;  fidelity  to  all  the  trulls  committed  to  us*  as  a’fo 
in  our  words  and  promifes*  and  in  all  our  dealings  with 
regard  to  God  and  man*  as  fpringirig  from  faith  in 
thrift*  and  in  God  through  him  ;  3  meek  and  humble* 
calm  and  quiet  frame  of  fpiut*  dtffufnig  itfelf*  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  our  blcffed  Lord*  through  our  whole  convex- 
fat  ion  in  the  world;  and  a  regular  government  of  our 
paffions  and  appetites*  that  we  may  nut  go  imo  any  cx- 
cefs  iq  the  purfuir  and  ufc  of  earthly  enjoyments.  A- 
gainft  fuch  Chriftiane  as  are  poflefl'ed  of  tbefe  and  the 
like  fruits  of  the  Spirit*  there  is  110  law  in  force  to  con* 
demn  them  ;  becaufe*  as  has  been  obfcrvcd*  {ver*  18*} ' 
thefe  are  the  perfons*  that  are  not  under  the  law  to  be 

dealt  with  according  to  Its  Uriel  tenor*  and  fubjtcled  to 
its  curfe. 

24  And  they  that  belong  to  Chrift*  not  only  in  name 
and  profeflicin*  but  in  trulh,  as  his  peculiar  property 
and  charge,  and  as  members  of  his  mylticol  body  vital* 
ly  united  to  him*  interfiled  in  him*  ami  devoted  to 
him*  afe  obliged*  earncflly  endeavour*  and  have  been 
actually  enabled  by  his  Spirit*  in  virtue  of  his  cruci¬ 
fixion*  and  in  conformity  to  him  therein*  to  fubdue  the 
power  of  the  old  man*  the  body  of  Gn,  or  the  corrupt 
tion  of  human  nature*  that  it  may  not  reign  in  their 
mortal  bodies,  (ifom.  ti*  6,  12.)  and  to  break  the  force 
of  its  grievous  and  defiling  paflions,  fuch  as  hat  red f 
wraths  and  envy  ;  and  of  its  eager  dc fires  after  fenfuat 
plea  fur  c*  fuch  as  drunkennefi  and  unclecnncfit  together 
with  all  the  other  works  of  the  fltih*  and  ungovern¬ 
able  prop^nfions  toward  them*  before-mentioned,  (i?w, 
ip* — 11*)  that  they*  like  a  crucified  man,  may  be  con¬ 
tinually  loGng  ftrength,  and  gradually  lingering  more 
and  more  till  they  quite  expire. 

2?  if  we  are  indeed  quickned  and  made  alive  to  God 
by  the  power  of  {be  divine  Spirit,  let  it  be  our  daily 

prayer 
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Cl*.  * 


lfi  Let  ns  not  be 
riefirws  of  v-itiv 

r.lory,  provoking 

t^tC  iJj^UKT,  £(t- 

vyiiijjj  one  ano¬ 
ther. 


35s* 

iK«I&naiU:n(Uc  prayer*  labour*  atiA  concern,  to  a £1  up  to  our  principles, 

characters,  obligations,  and  advantages  as  Chriftians, 
by  departing  from  all  iniquity,  and  walking  in  all  holy 
corner  fat  ion  and  godlinefs,  according  to  the  graeiaus 
fuggeflions  and  afiiftances  he  affords  us* 

26  And  as  we  are  indebted  to  him  for  all  the  good 
that  is  in  us,  let  none  of  us  over-rate  out  own  endow¬ 
ments  or  performances,  as  though  we  were  in  ourfelves 
mote  worthy  than  others ;  nor  aim  at  making  a  vain* 

glorious  (hew  of  tbem,  as  thofe  that  feck  theapplaufe 
of  men,  and  derpifc  others  on  account  of  their  lower 
attainments:  Let  us  not,  in  violation  of  the  great  law 
of  love,  (wr.  1 4-)  provoke  one  another  to  angry  rc- 
fentments ;  nor  give  occafion  of  (lirring  up  envious 
pafiious  in  one  ag  dnft  another,  on  account  cf  his  fu- 
periqr  advantages  of  any  kind* 

RECOLLECTIONS* 

TVhrhl  the  i?;ny#*v  of  turning-  a**de  from  the true  gofpel-dr'clnne  of  juft  ifi  cat  tan 
Alone  h\*  the  free  pace  of  God  through  faith  in  Cbriit*  and  fee  king  it  by  the  works 
of  thL'  law  !  This  i>  to  lofe  all  benefit  by  Cbrifl,  and  to  be  obliged  to  keep  the 
wlmTe  law*  as  the  coiHiHon  of  lift',  which  we  never  can  rnlfih  1  Tow  unhappy  h 
ir,  that  any  who  frjrr.td  to  let  out  well  in  the  Chriitian  faith  and  profdlion, 
fhnukl,  iufeead  of  ItemKn;;:  fa(l  in  a  grfpel-frfcdom  from  Jcwifli  ceremonies,  and 
from  the  curfe  of  the  Jaw,  iiEujeOt  thcmfelves  to  both  !  '(  he  doctrine  of  a  ctu- 
ciriecl  Ciirril,  an u  falvation  atone  by  liitt t*  is  what  we  muft  adhere  to,  ainidft  all 
reproaches  and  pcrfccutiuus  on  that  account;  and  thpy  who  would  Introduce 
pernicious  errors,  in  oppofition  to  it,  are  tbe!>  tremblers  of  the  church  as  ought 
to  be  cut  oiT  from  its  communion..  And,  ah  1  how, great  is  the  puniflimc"t  due 
to  -their  fin,  which  facmer  or  later  they  mttft  bear ;  unlcfs  God  grant  them  repent¬ 
ance  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  truth  !  But  believer,  who  arc  made  alirc 
to  God  by  his  Spirit,  and  walk  under  his  conduct  and  influence*  wait  with  ear- 
reft  delireand  expectation  of  f  ferny]  life  (the  great  obj^l  of  their  hope)  on  I  hr 
ti^vt  of  the  ri^htcoufhefe  of  Chrift,  through  fuch  a  faith  in  him,  as  works  by 
love.  How  happy  is  their  (late!  Neither  eircumcifion,  nor  tmetrenmeifion,  as 
etonfidcred  merely  in  themfdves,  can  any  way  aflvftit  ;  norib  there  any  fenteucc 
of  law-condemnation  in  force  a  r  3  mil  them,  they  not  being  under  its  covenant:, 
tbit  as  they  arc  ft  ill  under  the  commandim;  power  of  the-  moral  law,  as  a  rule  of 
life,  how  carefolir  fhouM  they  guard  a^ainft  turning  thesr  holy  liberty  into  an  oc¬ 
tagon  of  licentiouftiefs !  And  with  what  benevolence  ihould  they  ferre  one  ano¬ 
ther  in  every  work  of  love,  which  uimmarily  includes  all  the  duties  we  owe  to 
0’.;r  neighbour  ?  lint  if  any,  nncitr  a  pretence  of  zeal  for  truth  and  holintrfs,  f-ift 
bfto  intemperate  hears  and  quarrels  oinr  -  with  another,  let  them  remember  what  a 
th'fperatc  rilk  they  rim  of  ruining  tlicmlVlves,  and  thecaufc  of  religion  tiigcther. 

%i  it  1  t  4  .1  ■  m  4  _  _  -  _  .  j  A  .ft  .  ■ 
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CHAP,  VL 

tie  apoflle  proceeds  in  exhortations  to  tnetlneft*  genilenefs*  and  humility* 
5.  70  a  generous  maintenance  of  inir{iftert7  end  beneficence  to* 


t 


wards  all  racn}  but  efpc  dally  toward  profe/ftng  believer  s*  6, — 10, 
Sums  up  the  main  thjign  of  Ids  epi/llo^  /or  guarding  the  Galatians 
ag&iuft  their  judaiztng  teachers  that  wanted  them  to  he  ( irrumciUd 
Ur  feifi/b  ends,  dirttVy  contrary  to  his  own  in  preaching  a  crucified 
thrifts  i  J  y — 17*;  and  concludes  with  a  jib-mu  benediction^  lib 


Text* 

PKidircn,  »f  a 
min  be  over- 
hV.a  in  a 
iftwhidi  -rc  tpi- 
ttftore  loch 

an  ''at  to  llir  #;■!- 
rii  ir-eelw1* ; 

(‘wfdrrioj  t!:y- 
k*L,  Ml  ti*ow 
k  be  tempted! 


1  Tl^r  tc  or.t 
* 

v-^  !:(**  biurl^r^ 

ib  iuhfli  the 
cf  Cfcrifh 


b 

Paraphrase. 

■  ■  a 

A  Ccording  to  the  rule  of  Clmilhui  charity,  which  I 
have  laid  down,  {chap*  v.  13,  14,  15,  22,  err.)  If 
any  one  among  you,  my  brethren,  fall  into  an  errone¬ 
ous  notion  or  immoral  a£l,  likr  one  caichM  by  fuTprize 
before  he  was  aware,  through  unvvaiehfulnefs, 

ignorance,  Imuun  frailty,  plaufiblc  inf;n  nations,  ths 
example  of  others,  or  the  power  of  temptation,  I  be- 
leech  rivafe  of  you  that  arc  more  advanced  an  J  confirm* 
cd  in  knowledge  and  grace,  (fee  the  note  on  i  Cor .  it , 
15.)  to  do  your  utmo*t  to  reduce  fach  an  one,  like  i 
diJlocated  member,  (^rapTi'i?*}  to  his  proper  place  in 
the  body  of  Chrift,  by  informing  his  judgment,  and 
dealing  clofcly  with  his  conference,  for  bringing  him  to 
repentance  >  not  in  a  rough  and  angry  way  of  treating 
him,  but  with  fiich  mteknefs  and  patience,  tcndertK-fs 
and  companion  in  your  temper  and  behaviour,  as  may 
convince  him  that  what  ye  do  to  reclaim  him,  proceeds 
not  from  pa  Si  on  or  prejudice,  but  merely  from  an  af¬ 
fectionate  concern  for  the  glory  of  Giul,  and  the  good 
of  his  pwn  foul :  And  to  induce  every  one  of  you  here¬ 
unto,  rtfle£t  ferioufly  on  your  own  innrmiries?,  whiifi 
you  dwell  in  mortal  ftefn,  aud  carry  n  body  of  fin  about 
with  you ;  and  confider  the  danger  you  are  in,  1  eft, 
while  you  are  roo  fevere  upon  others,  God  fhould  leave 
you  to  fall  by  temptation  imo  the  like,  or  fame  other 
evil,  as  bad,  or  worfe, 

2  In  this  manner,  inftead  of  impofin"  heavy  yokes 
on  one  hand,  or  refufing  any  offices  oi  kind  nets  on 
the  ether,  fee  to  ir,  that  ye  fympathi^e  and  bear  wiih, 
pray  for  and  aflift  each  other,  efpccially  when  any  arc 
troubled  in  fpirit  for  what  they  have  done  aniifs  ;  and 
endeavour  to  Jupport  the  weakt  (i  Thek  v.  14,}  to 
lighten  and  relieve  ore  anothers  loads  and  grievances, 
trials  and  cxercifes  of  every  kind  ;  and  fa  put  that  ex¬ 
cellent  Jaw  of  love  into  practice,  whh.li  tasbecti  al¬ 
ready  mention'd,  {ebdp,  v«  i/f.)  and  which  our  ibon! 

himfcJf 


Ch/vL 


3<o 


3  Fdc  Sf  «  man 
him 

fcrtuihiu^,  "'hen 
he  is  mehiDg.  he 
deedveth  him- 
JtIf* 


4  Ac  let  every 
marl  pr*>7«  titt 
own  werfc,  and 
then  (ball  behave 
rejoicing  in  him* 
£4f  liont,  and 
jjgu  in  another* 


j  For  erery 
man  Hud  hear 
bis  o  i  n  buried* 


tf  Lfthim  that 
$*  taught  in  the 
wnrd,  comimini- 
vfo  nnro  hiit 
ihit  t^chtth  in 
hU  good  thin^x* 
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himfdf  has  recommended,  as  fummarily  comprehend¬ 
ing  atl  the  eludes  of  the  fecond  table  of  the  law,  {AlattL 
39*  40*) 

3  Fur  if  any  one  hath  high  thoughts  of  his  owb  at¬ 
tainments*  as  though  he  were  fufficient  of  himfelf  to 
refill  temptation*  and  do  great  things  in  religion;  and 
fo  defpifes  and  infnlts  others*  while  at  the  fame  time 
he  is  really  destitute  of  what  he  pretends  to,  he  dread¬ 
fully  deceives  his  own  foul. 

4  But  chat  none  may  be  forward  to  judge  and  cen- 

furc  otheis,  nor  be  fadly  miftaken  about  himfelf,  let 
every  one  narrowly  f catch  into,  try  and  prove  his  owu 
principles,  motives  and  ends,  temper  and  behaviour* 
that  he  may  form  a  right  judgment  concerning  them ; 
and  if,  upon  ferious  examination,  they  appear  to  be  ac¬ 
cording  to  rhe  truth  of  the  gofpd,  and  his  holy  profef- 
ficnof  it,  he  then  will  have  great  matrerof  rejoicing, 
even  unto  a  humble  glorying*  not  in  taking 

any  honour  to  himfdf,  but  within  his  own  foul,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  what  God  has  wrought  in  him,  and  enabled 
him  to  do  ;  and  on  account  of  thewitnefs  which  his 
own  confidence  and  the  Holy  Spirit  bear  to  hia  finceri- 
tv*  and  to  God’s  approving  and  accepting  him  and  his 
fervices,  thro'  Jefus  Chrilh  And  having  this  delight¬ 
ful  confcioufuefs  in  himfelf,  he  need  not  be  folichous 
about  the  good  opinion  and  applaufe  of  others,  or  about 
glorying  in  them  as  his  profelyres ;  nor  doth  his  happi- 
nefs  ar  all  depend  upon  what  he  is  in  a  mere  compari- 
fon  of  himfdf  with  others  of  a  worfe  chara&er,  or  u- 
pon  what  efleem  they  have  of  him  ;  fmce  he  who  judges 
him  is  the  Lord*  (1  Cor .  iv,  3,  4.) 

5  For  as  every  one  muji  give  an  account  0/  himfelf  to 
Codt  (Rom.  xiv.  12  );.  fo  he  will  be  judged  and  dealt 
with  for  happinefs,  or  mifery,  in  that  awful  day,  not 
according  to  what  he  is  in  comparifon  with,  or  in  the 
opinion  of  others*  nor  according  to  any  over-weening 
thoughts  of  his  own  concerning  himfdf  1  but  only  ac¬ 
cording  to  what  he  really  is,  and  (hall  then  be  found  to 
be  in  heart  and  life  before  God. 

6  In  order  to  your  being  acquainted  with*  and  efla- 
blifhcd  in  thefe  important  things,  there  is  need  of  a 
(tending  minidry;  and  as  it  is  equitable  in  irfdf,  and 

the  Lord  Jefus  has  ordain’d  that  theyf  who  preach  the 
Jbould  iiveof  the  gofpelt  (1  Cor.  ix*  14,}  let  no 
differences  among  you  preveuryour  fupporting  his  faith¬ 
ful  ftrvants  in  their  work  i  bet  let  hicn  that  has  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  being  taught  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  and 
tfptcially  him  tint  has  been  tfieftiuHy  raught  of  God 

by 


Cb.vl. 


j  Be  hot  do* 
*  cited  ;  God  if 
not  mocked :  for 
vbatfoner  a  nuA 
fourth,  thatlbaU 
fr  alio  reap. 


I  T or  be  that 

Jcwrth  tohtsfleOl  , 

lb*U  of  the  fitlh 

rjip  comiTjricn ; 
btu  he  that  Jw* 
cih  to  the 
iha||  of  the  spirit 
rap  life  mrlaJl* 

■I- 


*  And  Id  Til 
not  be  weary  in 
well  -doiltjr  ;  f(>r 
in  doe  ftafon  we 
fliall  rczpi  if  we 

faint  not. 
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by  this  means,  contribute  cbeetfully  and  liberally,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  worldly  fubftance,  to  the  comfortable 
maintenance  of  the  minifter  that  fpends  his  time  and 
pains  in  preaching  the  gofpel  to  him,  which  brings  bet¬ 
ter  blc  flings  than  all  the  good  things  of  this  life. 

7  Let  none  of  you  be  deluded  or  milled  by  any  plan* 
fible  faggeftions,  or  by  your  own  covetous  tempers,  as 
if  this,  or  any  other  inflances  of  liberality,  as  occafioni 
require,  were  not  your  duty.  How  much  foever  a  man 
may  prevaricate,  to  the  deceiving  of  himfelf,  or  others, 
tbe  great  God,  who  fees  your  hearts,  and  has  a  fnpreme 
right  to  yoor  obedience,  will  not  fyft'er  himfelf  to  be 
impofed  upon,  or  treated  with  a  contempt  or  negle£fc 
of  any  of  his  commandments,  under  fallacious  pre¬ 
tences  of  obeying  them  :  For,  to  fpcak  in  tbeJaflguage 
of  a  metaphor,  taken  from  the  ordinary  courfe  of  pro¬ 
vidence  in  the  works  of  nature,  a  man’s  reaping  fhall 
be  according  to  (the  goodnefs  or  badnefs  of  what  he 

'  fowes. 

8  Fot  as  in  the  natural  world  the  hufbandman  reaps 
the  fruits  of  the  eattb,  according  to  the  different  kinds 
of  feed  be  has  Town ;  fo  in  the  moral  and  fpiritual 
world,  every  man  will  receive  the  fruit  of  his  doings, 
anfwerable  to  their  nature  and  quality ;  infomuch  that 
be  who,  like  a  fewer  of  bad  feed,  lays  out  his  temporal 
enjoyments,  or  fpends  bis  time  and  ftrengtb,  with  fel- 
fifh  and  corrupt  views,  fhall  reap  the  fad  and  rotten, 
fruit  Of  fuch  a  carnal  temper  and  conduct,  in  only  pe¬ 
ri  {hi  np  acquifitions  here,  and  endlefs  deftru&ion  here* 
after:  But,  on  the  contrary,  he  who,  thro*  the  power 
of  divine  grace,  employs  his  earthly  fubftance,  and 
improves  his  various  talents,  like  a  fower  of  good  feed, 
for  promoting  fpiritual  things,  in  fubfervience  to  the 
work  and  delign  of  the  Spirit  of  Grrl,  agreeable  to  bis 

•  holy  nature  and  wiil,  as  revealed  in  his  word,  fhall 
reap  glorious  fruit  unto  bolinefs  in  this  world,  the  end 
of  which  fhall  be  eternal  life  in  the  next,  as  the  gif  t  of 
God  through  Jefux  Chrift  our  Lord,  (Horn-  vi.  22,  23.) 

9  Being  animated  by  this  comfortable  view  and  pro* 
fpetl,  let  us  take  heed,  that,  like  people  weary  of  their 
enterprizes,  we  do  not  grow  remifs  and  negligent  a- 
bout,  much  lefx  ceafe  from,  doing  good  to  others  by 
any  means  that  we  may  be  capable  of:  For  we  fhall 
certainly  have  a  plentiful  harveft  of  blellings  in  proper 
time,  if  not  in  this  world,  yet  at  the  refurreftion  of 
the  juft,  in  cafe  we  do  not,  through  unbelief  and  dif- 
fourigement,  covctoufhcGs  and  impatience,  or  fome 

other 


3<Si 
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C%.'  fi< 


to  As  vt  hare 
therefore  oppor¬ 
tunity,  uf  no 
gOffcJkUltu  jfrmon, 

dpcctalif  unto 
rhtm  who  arc  of 

flic  boufboU  uf 
faith. 


ii  Yc  firehmJ 
large  a  letter  1 
hre  written  un¬ 
to  yon  w*rh  icxi 
ciro  ha::d. 


fi  As  traryar 

defitt*  to  aiihe  a 
lair  Acv  ip 
flldh,  they 
fhwn  you’  to  be 
jcircumrifcd  X  on¬ 
ly  Id#  ihcy  Jpion  fcl 
fol&r  pence  utioii 


Chrifh 


other  evil  principle*  defift  frorti'oiir  dti ty,  as  counting  it 
an  irkfome  talk  \  but  per  feme  in  it  to  the  end* 

10  While  therefore  God*  by  bis  providence,  gives 
us  a bill  tie*,  and  proper  opportunities  and  occafion?, 
Let  uj  labour  and  e*ercife  ourfelves  {*fy*Z*:*&*}  in  every 
work  of  berieficence  towards  the  neeeflitous,  and  all 
oar  felloW-ci^aEUres,  without  reflnining  ir,  like  the 
Jtvny  to  thofe  of  our  own  religioti  and  nation  ;  and 
yet  this  ought  to  be  done  m'oft  eipedally,  with  care  and 
delight,  to  thofe,  who,  in  the  judgment  of  charity,  have 
cordially  embraced  the  faith  of  Ohrid,  and  are  brought 
into  his  church  and  family,  as  his  domeltics  and  chil¬ 
dren  of  his  houfhohi,  (Eph*  iu  19.} 

11  Now,  to  draw'  to  a  clofe,  ye  fee,  and  pny  oh- 
fcrve,  my  brethren,  wlm  important  things  I  have  wrote  *, 
arid  t<>  how  great  a  length,  in  my  abundant  zeal  and 
concern  for  you,  I  have  ftretched  this  letter,  and  fA-rf 
not  by  the  aflTtftance.of  an  amanuenft^  which  I  mufti  y 
nukr  ufe  of,  but  all  of  it  with  mine  own  hand  writ¬ 
ing  *. 

jz  As  to  all  thofe  mat  would  pervert  you,  whatever 
their  figure  and  pretences  be,  or* how  much  foever  they 
be  ambitions  of  recommending  themfdves  to  the  fa* 
vour  of  men,  by  external  flourifliirig  profeffions  of  re¬ 
ligion,  and  zealous  obfervations  of  ceremonial  rites  and 
<*arnal  Ordinances,  which  fimQtfy  only-  to  the  purifying 
oofs f of T  of  the  flelb,  (i/fi*  ix.  13.)  their  chief  and  governing 

md  in  fo'ftretououfly  infilling  on  the'  necefltty  of  your 
■being  circumcifed,  (though  many  of  you  never  wer^ 
under  the Mofatc  law)  is  not  out  of  any  love  to  you,  cr 
concern  for  your  foivation;  but  only  that  they  their— 
felres  may  efcape  the  pei  fecutions  and  reproaches  which 
(he  furious  unbelieving  Jews  would  bring  upon  them, 
were  They  to  bold,  that  faith  in  a  crucified  Saviour  i> 
fufficient  for  juftification,  without  joining  to  it  an  ob* 
for  vat  ion  of  the  law  of  Mofes*  (See  the  preface  to  this 
epiftfo,  and  the  note  on  chap*  iv.  it*} 

13  For  thfcfe  very  2ealot*  that  have  been  circu-ncircd, 
and  thereby^  in  effc£l,  obliged  to  kct*p  the  whole  of 
the  Mofaic  law,  as  ever  they  would  be  juliilied  by  it, 

{chap* 


13  Fcrnriihcr 

they  thairfclrci 
»l:9  ate  ^m|i- 
c'TA.-d  kaj)  thelaw; 

but 

K  O 

*  Tli t  Tcth  (fM«)  jc may  be  rcinla- 
ct\  in  'hr  infer  mine  u  wei!  as  indicative  ro^oth 
And  hew  ierge  c  fetter  J  have  -write  (v*jlikw{ 
yfitfifcanr  r^y  probably  frgntfy  r.o: 

kngih  of  IhccpHHe,  but  Jikewiie  the 
imp+naat  am  tier  cwmiited  in  it.  (£*e  Mr 
fr/^i  cote  on  the  pispc.}  Hono'cr,  the  -pa- 
file  nto'ticTii  h*s  vt-zliing  it  ir;jj  bii  oiru 


T  T* 

betjufe,  as  fee  ms  from  to.  ivi.  11. 1 
xvh  ami  x  7  be/,  Hi*  r?T  he  ufudlyciih-r 
diOatrd  bi^  rptf!  ard  fhmenAcr  prs-fna 
urotc  them ;  or,  if  he  viiou  the  omii-afcf 
fliers  tranlcrii>tU  liittn,  and  then  hr  fr'.r 
the  o>pi«  to  the  ehurrhrjt,  aiitfW  hy  Wit 
own  hand  to  be  saicirc*  o’ 

Jifliw.  xv it  i^O 
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Ur  deft  re  to  have 
you  circumdfcil, 
that  they  ought 
j'I'fy  it  your 


t+  Bat  Gad 

fadid  that  J 

ftiuuld  gk xyr  fcvc' 

ia  the  croft  of  our 

hard  JcfusChrft* 

br  *hom  the 
« 

vtitLI  is  CfWtftrJ 
euto  me,  and  | 
tutu  the  work. 


ts  For  in 
Chrift  Jefiis  na* 
the^  c:rcumrifi»n 


□rail^h  any 

ilutifr,  norvc-cr- 

cimdiiLin*  hift  a 

tit\ v  creature. 


(ebap*  v.  3.)  j  even  they  therafelves  do  not  come  op  to 
its  high  demands  of  moral  duties*, how  itri&  and  zea¬ 
lous  fee ver  they  maybe  for  obfcrYing  its  ceremonial 
rites  and  ordinances. i-nor  indeed  are  they  fo  much  con¬ 
cerned  'about  the  firft,  as  about  the  daft;  i  But  they  would 
+  faiu  have  you  brought  under  the  bond  of  circirtntiltdn, 
that  they  may,  bo dft  of  you  as  their  profelyrcs  from 
tnoDg;  the  GcntiUs  ;  and  fa  make  a  merit  with  the  car* 
nal  j£V)s  of  your  bring  circumcifed  in  the  flefh  thro* 
their  infliction,  and  thereby  obliged  to  obferve  the 
law  in  its  full  extent  for  juitifieation  to  eternaHifr* 

14  But  as  to  myfdfi  far  be  it  from  me,  *tis  a  detef- 
table  thought  in  my, account* that  I,  like  them,  flicultl 
be  ambitious  ot  human  applaud,  or  beaft  of  what  I 
have  done,  or  rely  on  any  thing  as  the;  ground  of  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  Godj  except  it  be  on  the; atoning  facri- 
ficcof  our  crucified  Lordand  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  for 
whom  I  am  willing  to  ficffcr  the  hfi  cf  &U  things*  &c. 
{PbiL  iii,  8*  9*)  finch  is  my  attire  dependence  on  this, 
my  triumph  in  it,  and  expeftauon  from  ir,  that  by 
faith  in  him,  and  by  virtue  derived  from  him,  and  in 
‘conformity  to  him,  as  crucified,  I  am  dead  to  alt  the 
allurements,  interefts,  cafe,,  and  honours  of  this  world 
on  otic  hand,  and  all  its  terrors,  perfections,  and  re¬ 
proaches  on  the  other,  fo  as  not-  to  be  movtd  by  tbem^, 
( ASs  xx.  24*) :  And  it  is  on  account  of  my  preaching* 
the  pure  doctrine  of  falvation  alone  by  tne  croft  of 
Chriftf  without  any  mixture  of  the  works  of  the  lav, 
that  men  of  a  worldly  fpirir,  who  are  chiefly  governed 
by  fecular  imerefts*  are  dead  in  their  affc&tons  toward 
me,  d  dpi  ft  and  hate  me,  and  would  be  glad  to  cruci¬ 
fy  me,  as  they  did  my  dear  Redeemer* 

15  For  with  regard  to  union  with  Cbrift,  and  jufti- 
fication  to  life,  through  faith  in  htni,  a  man’s  being 
circumciftd,  or  not  circumciftd,  confidering  thefe 
things  barely  in  therrjfelres,  h  of  no  manner  of  ac¬ 
count,  as  all  diflinflioiis  of  that  kind  under  the  New- 
Tcftament-difpenftticm  are  at  an  end*  The  great  thing 
that  belongs  to,  and  is  neediary  for  proving  our  intereft 
in  him  is,  that  we  be  indeed  created Cbrifl  Jcfm  im- 


N  O 

*  Thcfc  Jwdaizing  Chr-ftisns  were  vxi-lw s 
Ict  tfrcLUTidfion  and  all  other  ccrt^oiiia!  or¬ 
dinances ;  aad  therefore  tihen  ihc  ipoulc 
f*y*(  tin*  thty  tbtmfcivcs  diAhvt  kup  //f  mv, 
lit  lire  a-,  s  to  fcivc  lus  eye  prirripdiy  an 
pmt!  in  oh«dj(rtcet:>  uIisl'I:  they  v^rc 

Lilly  defeat vc.  and  tv!  wt;c  u;u]  as 

mucti  a  Lilted  by  ctrvui^i,\i'*i*i  Uj  iulCiid  !<>, 
ps  A\i  v  anik[  be  Cu  vxU  1 1  -  *\  rr  ■<  r  t,r  cvjrmd- 

if  they  w£>LT-'j  i" 


T  E. 

the  vjo:ks  nf  the  law  :  And  as  he  mentions 
rhU  hy  way  of  ec^furcnpon  tlmfc  zealot  %  for 
not  finccrdy  np  t»  thrir  own  preten¬ 
ces,  it  feems  to*'  K'jnac  ta  fuppufc^  »ith 
fn*:c,  ih=st  thtir  kW  kttpta#  /At  hw  only 
means  th.tr  *h.ry*  bthif:  in  t7 t'putJ  not 
iT^ul  irly  the  fulls,  or  oiftt 

thcmiUv'csfrom  thtir  do- 
ty  thi* 
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ttf  And,  *t 
manf  a$  walk  ac¬ 


cording  to  thU 
rule,  peace  be  on 
them,  md  meiv 
cj,  And  upan  tbe 
titular  God 


1?  FEBBkfcencc- 
forth  id  no  man 
trouble  me ;  for 
X  bear  in  my  bo¬ 
dy  the  mark*  of 
the  Lon!  Jcluc, 


t9  BittBrra , 

the  jmA  of  oor 
fiora  jelusO;,  H 
l*  vkTi  your  Jj. ir 
I  ft*  Aeitu, 


to  good  works,  (Eph.  ii.  10.)  or  be  formed  anew  in 
our  principles,  temper  anil  defigns;  and  fo  brought  to 
deal  with  God  for  all  acceptance,  and  to  walk  in  all  bo- 
line  &  before  him,  according  to  tbe  tenor  of  tbe  gofpel, 
in  an  cxcrctfeof  that  faith  -which  works  by  hve,  (ch.v.  6.) 

itf  And  as  many  profelling  ChriftiaAs,  whether  Jnas 
or  Gentiles,  as  (hall  walk  orderly,  (nux**™11)  and  wirhin 
the  boundaric*  of  the  rule  which  has  been  laid  down 
in  this  epiftle,  with  refpeft  to  the  grouods  of  acceptance 
with  God,  the  light  ufe  of  Christian  liberty,  tbe  law  of 
love,  and  the  new  creature,  without  any  regard  to  ctr- 
enmfion  or  tmcircumcifton,  I  earned) y  pray  with  allu¬ 
red  confidence,  that  all  the  hlefiings  of  peace  with  God, 
with  one  another,  and  in  their  own  conferences,  and 
*11  the  bindnefo  and  tender  companion,  that  wretched 

finfel  creatures  Hand  in  need  of,  even  every  good  thing 
that  can  be  included  in  peace  and  mercy,  may  be  rich¬ 
ly  bellowed  by  the  God  of  all  grace  upon  them,  and 
upon  all  C Deere  believers ;  and  I  authoritatively  pro¬ 
nounce  all  chele  bleflingB  upon  them,  who,  in  distinc¬ 
tion  from  Israelites  only  after  the  fleth,  are  the  true  and 
fpiritual  Ifrael,  which  God  has  formed  for  bimfdf,  and 
receives  and  owns  for  bis  peculiar  church  and  people, 
through  his  Son* 

17  Upon  the  whole  then,  after  all  that  has  been  laid 
in  this  epiftle,  let  no  one  give  me  any  furrher  trouhle, 
by  difputes  and  ipiarrels  about  circumcifion  and  other 

obfenraoces  of  the  law,  or  by  uijurioujly  reproaching 
me,  as  though  I  had  Tome  times  preached  them  up  as 
ncceflary  things  :  For  many  are  the  perfections  which 
I  have  already  endured ;  and  to  this  very  day  I  carry 
about  in  my  mortal  body  the  vifible  fears  of  thofe  ftripes, 
wounds,  and  bonds,  {Alls  xx.  23.  and  2  Cor.  iv.  la, 

and  xi.  23,  24*)  which  I  have  differ'd  for  tbe  fake  of, 
and  in  conformity  to  my  crucified  Lord  and  Saviour, 
as  evident  marks  of  my  being  bis  devoted  fervant,  and 
proofs  of  my  faithful  adherence  to,  and  zeal  for  pro¬ 
moting  the  pore  gofpel-do&riue  of  j unification  alone 
thro*  faith  in  him. 

18  To  conclude,  brethren,  my  heart's  defi re  and  pray¬ 
er  to  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  is,  that  his  free 
love  and  favour,  together  with  all  its  bleflcd  roaoifefta- 
ttons,  fruits  and  effects,  may  plentifully  abound  toward 
you,  and  feofibly  reft  upon  your  fouls,  ro  lead  you  in 
the  way  of  faith,  comfort  and  holinefs,  till  ye  (hall  ar¬ 
rive  at  tbe  complete  pofieflion  of  everh fling  life.  In 
teftimony  of  my  fincerity  herein,  and  of  my  hope  with 
refpefl:  hereunto,  I  cordially  fay,  Amen. 


REC0L- 


Ci».vL 
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RECOLLECTIONS. 

With  what  mcekncft  and  humility,  compaflion  and  fympathy,  fliould  Chrifti* 
was  of  Superior  attainments  labour  to  recover  their  brethren  that  have  been  o- 
ttf taken  with  a  fault  through  infirmity  and  temptation  1  To  induce  them  to  tnit, 
Ittthem  coniider  that,  in  the  preftnt  ftatc  of  human  frailty,  they  themfeives 
are  liable  to  flips  and  falls;  and  that  though  they  be  delivered  from  the  ceremoni¬ 
al  law*  and  from  the  covenant  of  works  and  its  curie,  they  arc  ftill  under  the  mo¬ 
ral  law  to  Chrift,  who  enjoins  all  obedience  to  it,  and  every  office  of  love  one  to¬ 
wards  another*  How  dreadful  is  It  to  deceive  one*#  own  foul,  thro>  felf-  conceit  or 
hypocritical  mockeries  of  God,  who  neither  will  nor  can  be  irapofed  upon  !  But 
what  a  noble  pteafurc  has  a  man  in  hjmfdf,  when,  upon  clofe  trial,  his  conference 
bears  him  wttnefs,  that  he  is  approved  of  God  in  Chrift ;  and  is  enabled  to  prove 
his  own  faithftilntfs  in  the  management  of  his  worldly  enjoyments  for  fupporting 
a  gofptlrmtmftty,  and  doing  good,  as  opportunities  offer,  to  all  me n,  and  efpe~ 
daily  tnofe  that  belong  to  the  houlhotd  of  faith  l  And  O  how  foiemn  is  the 
thought,  that  in  the  judgment  of  the  great  day  every  one  muft  reap  the  fruit  of 
his  own  ways,  whether  of  fm  unto  death,  or  of  bolmcfc  uato  everlafting  life  1 
What  fignifies  making  a  fair  fhow  of  religion,  in  outward  appearances,  if  out 
hearts  and  ends  are  wrong*  and  .we  arefo  fond  of  the  favour  and  applaufe  of  men 
as  to  be  afraid  or  afhamed  to  owa-a  crucified  Chrift,  and  the  doctrine  of  falvatioa 
alone  by  him,  left  we  fhould  fufter  reproaches  and  persecutions  on  that  account ! 
But  they  are  C  hri  ft  ians  indeed,  and  ought  not  tobelufpe&cd  to  be  otherwife  who 
can  glory  in  the  crofs  of  Chrilt,  as  the  only  ground  of  all  acceptance  with  God, 
and  who  by  virtue  derived  from  him  are  as  dead  to  the  world  as  the  men  of  this 
world  can  he  to  them.  Whatever  be  our  profeffions,  denominations  and  exter¬ 
nal  privileges,  nothing  will  turn  to  our  faring  advantage,  unlefs  we  be  new  era- 
lures  and  have  that  faith  which  works  by  love.  Butgface,  mercy,  and  peace,  will 
be  upon  all  Ifr&Aites  indeed,  whowalk  by  rule,  according  to  the  gofpel,  in  their 
dealings  with  God  and  man-  The  Lurdjefu*  htmfirtf  will  freely  bids  them;  and 
bU  ferv an ts  cannot  but  heartily  wifli  that  they  may  be  abundantly  bkffed,  and 
]Q  hope  of  it  fay*  Amen* 


A  PRAC- 
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A  PRACTICAL 

EXPOSITION 

O  F  T  H  E 

Apoftle  PA  U  Vs  Epiftlc 

TO  THE 

EPHES  IANS, 

In  the  Form  of  a  Paraphrase. 


The  Preface  to  the  Epistl z  to  the  :E  P  H  E S I A N S. 


EPHESUS  was  the  metropolis  of  the  prpconfular  which 
*  was  a  part  of  the  province  that  went  by  the  name  of  Afia  the 
'  Ufi.  Here  ftood  the  celebrated  temple  of  Diana ,  which  was 
catted  one  of  the  fcven  wonders  of  the  world  and  the  inhabitants  of 
this  city  were  on  the  one  hand  eminent  for  human  wifdom  and  learn¬ 
ing  and  On  the  other  remarkably  infamous  for  idolatry,  lafcmoufnefs, 
and  magical  arts*  a$  appears  from  chap*  v*  5.  -and  ABi  19-  Ami 
yet  from  among  perfons  of  thefe  characters,  fovereign  grace  railed  a 
church,  the  greateft  part  of  which  were  Gentiles^  by  the  miniihy  of 
the  apoftle  Paul}  who  continued  preaching  to  them  about  three  years t 


Adts  xx.  31* 

Sume  time  afterwards  he  took  a  journey  that  way*  and  fent  for  the 
elders  of  this  church  to  Miletus  y  where*  among  other  things,  he  ap¬ 
pealed  to  them,  that  he  had  diligently  and  affeftionately  laboured  a* 
mong  them,  and  kept  back  nothing  that  v>ai  profitable  to‘them\  but 
had  tejlijied  both  to  the  Jews  and  Greeks  repentance  toward  Gody  and 
faith  toward  our  Lord  jfefits  Gbrifl  ;  and  bad  not  Jbunned  to  declare 
unto  them  the  whole  counfei  of  God:  He  then  charged  them  to  take  heed 
to  the  flock  ever  which  the  Holy  Ghofi  had  made  them  overfeers^  telling 
them  by  the  fpiri:  of  prophecy,  that  grievous  wolver  would  enter  in  a* 
mong  them  not  /paring  the  flacky  and  that  of  their  own] elves  many  would 
arifej  /peaking  perverfc  things  to  draw  e-va$  difcipics  after  thcmy  &c. 
A£ts  xx*  1  7* — 30*  And  rhs  account  we  hare  of  this  church,  Re v.  ii* 
I y—&,  {hew$  how  fadiy  this  prediction  was  verified* 

To  guard  them  therefore  againit  thofe  fedu'cers,  which,  perhaps,  by 


this  time  began  to  appear  among  It  tlunri 

faith,  which  he  bad  preached  and  ihsy 


;  and  to  confirm  them  in  the 

had  received)  he  wrote  ihii 
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fpiftle,  1 0  which  he  gave  them  an  epitome  of  that  gofpel  which  he 
had  preached  to  them  more  at  large,  with  relpetl  to  the  impot^aDt 
doctrine  of  God*s  free  love  and  grace,  particularly  in  election .  and  e£- 
letlual  catling,  which  he  illuftrates  and  enhances  fipm-a  confideracUm 
et  what  they  were  by  nature  before  convention,  and  of ; the  glorious 
buffings  which  they  were  made  partakers  of  through-^ the  gpfpd,  chap. 
i,  ii.  iii-  Thefe  contain,  the  dcEirinal  part  of  the  epiftlc,  urhisli.be 
jivers  hi  fublime,  moving,  and  rapturous  drains,  like  one  wbofe  heart 
whs  deeply  hnprefled  and  delighted,  ami  almoft  overcome  with  the 
great  things  he  was  (peaking  of;  and  then,  according  to  his  ufual  me¬ 
thod,  he  proceeds  in  rise  three  lafl  chapters  to  the  praEHcal  part,  in 
which  he  exhorts  them  to  various  duties,  civil  and  religious,  perfonal 
and  relative,  Tunable  to  their  Chriftian  character,  privileges,  affiftances, 
and  obligations* 

Dr  71 ii/fj,  in  his  prolegomena  to  the  New  Teftarnent,^*  p*  and  fame 
others  both  before- and  after  him  fuppofe,  that  this  epiftJe  wi  .written 
to  the  Laodiecan$y  and  that  the  apoftle  ordered  a  copy  of  it  to  be  lent 
to  the  Ephcfian  church,  and  fo  it  came  to.be  very. early  called  the  epif- 
iU  to  the  faints  at  Epbcfus ;  others  fuppofe  that  it  was  a  Cm  of  general 
epiitle  for  the  lift  of  fuch  ff«T/j7f'Chriftians,-cfpecially  -tbofe  of  jffia9 
of  whole  converfion  the  apoftle  had  only  heard*  fiatas  the  principal 
duftrines  cf  this  epiftje  agree  with  the  accoimr*he. gave  the  eiders  of 
Epkefus  of  what  he  had  preached  to  them,  and  fuit  the  deft  go  of  forti-* 
fyirig  them  againft  the  errors  he  foretold  would  fpring  up  among  them. 
Acts  jx*  20, — 29,  (fee  Dr  Whitby* %  preface,  and  Dr Goody* in* $  premife 
concerning  this  epiAle,^*  3*)  and  as  all  the  anrient  copies  and  versons, 
that  are  come  to  cur  hand,  read  at  Epbefus%  and  none  of  them  at  Lac- 
dkeat  the  laboured  arguments  of  thefe  learned  gentlemen  Teem  not  to 
fce  fully. con clufivt  j  and  the  pafl ages  in  the  epiftlc  irfelf,  on  which 
they  are  founded,  will  He  confidered,  as  they  occur  in  the  .courfe  of 
lue  espofition  :  However,  the  epiftle  might  be  wrote  to  Epkejus7  not 
only  Tor  the  ini  mediate  ufe  of  the  church  there,  but  likewife  of  other 
churches  in  of  which  Laodicea  was  one;  accordingly  feme  have 
thought  that  they  are  included  in  the  latter,  part  of  the  infeription, 
which  is  indefinitely  to  the  faithful  in  Chrift  jefin :  Chap,  i*  1*  And 
it  it  was  written  with  a  particular  view  to  the  Laodiceaniy  as  well  as 
the  EphrJianSf  ir  might  poflihly  be  fometinics  called  the  epiille  to  rhe 
Lnjdieeanst  as  fame  fuppofe  it  !s,  CoL  iv.  16*  (See  the  note  there.) 
But  as  this  is  a  matter  of  little  or  no  moment,  wc  may  be  very  cafy  a- 
bout  it,  lince  it  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  that  it  was  wrote  by  the  in- 
fpired  apoftle  Pauly  and  is  of  equal  life  to  us,  whether  it  was  written 
immediately  to  the  Epheftan r,  or  any  other  church* 

As  to  rhe  time  when  this  epiftlc  was  wrote,  it  is  concluded  to  be, 
as  fome  think,  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  58  or  59,  or  as  others  62* 
However,  ir  is  certain  tbat  this  and  the  cpiftle  to  the  Colojfians  arc  a 
ibrt  of  twin -epi  (ties,  as  they  were  diet  a  red  or  wrote  about  the  fame 
time,  and  on  much  the  fame  fubjefts,  and  fo  call  light  one  upon  the 

oihcr ;  and  both  were  wrote  when  the  apoftle  was  a  orifoucr  at  Romet 


3«  The  Epiftlt  to  the  Ephesians  parapbrafsd*  Cb*  i« 

For  in  this  epiftte,  chap.tiu  i*  and  iv.  i.  he  calls  hirafclf  the  prifoncr 
ef  Chrift  Jefus,  and  the  prifisur  of  the  Lord%  and  in  that  to  the  Cchf- 
Jftans,  chap-  iv,  18.  he  fpeaks  of  himfdf  as  in  bonds.  AeccrctTrgiy  it 
has  been  obferved,  that  what  he  wrote  in  thofe  circumftvmces  had  the 
great  eft  relifli  and  favour  of  the  things  of  God,  which  eminently  ap¬ 
pears  in  thefe  two  epiftles,  and  in  that  to  the  Philippians^  which  was 
alfo  wrote  in  prifon*  and  about  the  fame  time. 


C  H  A  P.  L 

H 

The  apojiie  prefaces  his  epiflte ,  as  ufual,  with  an  infer ipt ion  and  felutaT 
tion,  ver.  I,  2*  Gives  a  genera!  account  of  faving  hUfftngs  m  a  way  of 
t  hank fgvving  and praife,  3,  Enlarges  upon  them,  at  prepared  in  God's 
eternal  eleEtion,  as  purchafed  by  drift's  blood,  and  as  convey'd  in  efec* 
tual  callings  4, — 10,  Applies  all  this *  ftrft  to  the  believing  Jews* 
and  then  to  the  believing  Gentiles,  1  r, — 1 4*  Thanhs  God  for  what  be 
had  beard  of their faith  and  love,  and  prays  for  the  continuance  tf  their 
knowledge  and  hope ,  with  refpefl  to  the  heavenly  inheritance f  and  to 
God’s  powerful  working  in  them,  anfwerabU  to  what  had  been  wrought 
in  the  rcfurceSion  and  exaltation  of  drift,  15* — 23, 


Tsitv 

PAUL  enapo* 
IWe  of  Jefiw 
Chril},  by  the 
will  of  God,  to 
the  &Iat*  which 
m  u  Ephefus, 
atod  to  the  faith* 
fui  ia  Cbritt  Jc~ 
Jus : 


Paraphrase. 


T  PAUL )  who  have  the  honour  of  being  an  apoiUe  of 
Jefua  Chrill,  (fee  the  note  on  Ram.  i.  i.)  immedi¬ 
ately  fent  forth,  authorifed  and  qualified  by  him,  to 
publilb  bia  glorious  gofpel,  and  am  called  to  this  im¬ 
portant  office  according  to  the  fovereign  will  of  God, 
who  of  his  own  mere  favour  appointed  me  to  it,  I,  in 
the  execution  of  this  high  trull,  fend  this  epUUe  under 
divine  infpiration  *  to  thofe  Chri  Rians  at  Epbefwt  who, 
as  members  of  the  church  there,  are  by  •profeffion,  and, 
-as  I  truR,  really  renewed  aud  fa£Ufied  by  the  Holy  Spi¬ 
rit  ;  and  to  thofe  believers  there,  or  elfewhere,  that 
have  obtained  mercy  to  be  faithful  to  their  light  and  o- 
bligations,  in  their  adherence  to  the  truth  as  h  is  in  Jc- 

fus 


H  o 

*  Ani  to  the  faithful  (mi  *i{oh  withoiu 
the  article)  might  be  trandaud  eum  to  the 
faithful  1  foe  the  panicie  rendered  dad, 
froqntfltfy  lipiilieg  even  in  the  New  Tclh- 
mentt  when  It  comet  between  two  nouns, 
the  Srf  of  which  hn  the  article  and  the  o- 
ther  not,  at  may  be  feen  in  many  ir-lfcmCer* 
where  fbmetimes  transited  andt  at  otben 
eve*,  iir'Vrn.  3.  Rtm*  xv-  tf-  %  Cer*  5.  3. 
amd  xi,  jr.  Pbif*  iv.  xo,  CvL  ih  %*  %  Thtf  ii* 
ad*  t  Peter  t,  fcverai  other  places  ; 

Aad  the  word  here  rendered  tbefu  tbf #/ fig  e  ifiei 
fflfo  bdtcvin&  or  believers,  or  them  w&cb  bfc 
heve,  vxd  U  oftes  Jb  tranfytedj  u  \p  Joint 


T  E, 

xx- 17*  Arts  x,  r;.  z  Cor-  vL  15, 1  Tim,  iv. 
5,  io,  11.  and  v.  if,  and  vL  a.  and  fomay 

intimate  shat  faith  *nd  halinds  go  together, 
or  lh*t  all  true  believers  are  ml  ftintv,  or 
holy  perfoui :  But  force  have  thought  that 
and  to  the  ffttbfnt  in  Ghrtfl  Jfin  if  added  by 
way  of  intimation,  that  the  cpiftie  was  or* 
TtCted  to  the  red  of  t he  belie? ere  in  the  Letter 

jfjfid,  as  well  as  to  tbo&at  K^btjaf ;  and  whe¬ 
ther  this  were  the  immcdijtc  in* 

tuition  or  not*  he  dorabtjeft  dettgnsd  it  fox 
thdr  ufe,  and  for  thelufeof  *1L  the  clitftchqt 
of  Chriftin  fuccwdinj  zgcu 


0).  1.  Tbt  E pi/7 1 1  to  the  Ephesians  farapbrafetL  fgp 


%  Grace  #f  to 
you,  and  peace 
front  God  our  Fa* 
ther,  and/™*  the 
Lord  JcJiisChriH, 


3  BJefled5e  the 
God  and  Father 
of  our  Uvd  le¬ 
fts  Ch  rift  t  who 
halb  hlcfled  US 
with  all  fpl ritual 
hkfCng*  in 

venly  tlacts  m 
CEuift, 


fus,  and  by  virtue  of  their  union  with  him,  the  only 
Saviour,  from  whom  all  their  faith  ami  faithfulnefs  is 
derived,  and  in  whom  *ti$  acceptable  to  God. 

2  May  all  the  riches  of  divine  grace,  as  conGftin>x 
of  the  free  favour  of  God,  (fee  the  note  on  H toft.  i*  7,)  ami 
all  its  happy  fruits,  m&mfeftations,  and  effects,  which 
may  be  fiimmcd  up  in  peace  with  him,  with  one  ano¬ 
ther,  and  in  your  own  fouls,  and  is  the  peace  that  pafc 
feth  all  understand  in  g,  {Phil*  iv-  7;)  May  all  this,  to¬ 
gether  with  every  kind  of  profperrry,  abound  towards 
each  and  every  one  of  you  here,  till  it  be  com  pleated 
in  eternal  felicity  hereafter,  from  out  covenant*God  and 
Father  in  Chrifl,  as  the  fountain  and  iirft  moving  cauie, 
and  from  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  himfdf, 
as  the  purchaser  and  difp^ofer  of  all  the  ble dings  that 
are  comprehended  in  the  peace  which  he  bequeathed 
to  his  dife Spies  when  he  was  going  to  the  Father,  {John 
iiv*  27.) 

3  All  pofTiWe  honour  and  glory,  thankfgiving  and 

praife  are  infinitely  due,  and  are  chearfully  paid  by  me 
and  ought  to  be  fo  by  you,  to  the  ever-blefied  God 
whofe  molt  endearing  title  formerly  was  that  of  the 
God  of  Abraham  and  Ifaac  and  Jaccby  but  who  has 
now  revealed  himfelf  under  the  Hill  more  encouraging 
and  delightful  char  after  of  God,  even  the  Father,  in  the 
bigheft  and  moft  peculiar  fenfe,  of  our  Lord  and  Jiavi* 
our  Jefus  Chrift,  nU  only  begotten  and  eternal  Sont 
and  the  Divine  Mediator  between  him  and  us,  who  in 
the  immenfe  riches  of  his  love  and  grace  to  thofe  of  us 
whether  Jews  os  f  that  are  faints  and  faith- 

NOTE. 


9  G<xTs  bIeJft»Z  us  it  h  it  e$ttfirrji*J  all  fpi- 
t'iml  and  bsawnh  bU^nts  upon  us  fo  his  pceu- 
£er  faveta  vsf  which  diuingtiiQjcs  it  from  hi! 

htftowtng  only  fplriluni  gifts  and  provider  ial 
bwahti^  in  a  way  of  {Qmm&n  gwdfitfii  which 
are  not  aUayf  bletfjnys  to  theft  that  hive 
them;  butourd/f^Fuj  GwfU  only  paying  our  fo- 
hoji|  grateful  p  ana  honourable  acknowledg¬ 
ment*  of  him*  and  a/cribing  filory  to  him4 
from  the  afleflkiR  we  bear  to  him,  and  the 
ddight  wc  bavc  in  him,  cn  account  of  jiis 
own  bleflcdoefi,  and  of  the  hU-flings  which 
he  confers  upon  us;  anti  fo  cor  billing  him 
is  not  only  dillinguiihed  from  his  bldCng 
Uij  but  tikewifr  from  thofe  pnifes  that  re¬ 
dound,  or  arc  offered  10  God,  but  do  Hot 
proceed  from  love  to  him  as  the  principle 
of  them*  Hus  Mg  fair),  Pfal,  «lr.  10.  that 
all  lif  vsrh  pfdifi  Aim,  and  bit  ftnnlf  bkft 
b-mr  brcaufc  they  wily  have  loch  a  love  to 
God  as  give*  them  plcafurc  in  the  thoughts 
gfory,  aud  in  their  uferiptioni  of  it  to 
Vo  U  IV,  t  * 


him.  Here  again  the  partirfe  and  (foe  t?ie 
note  on  vtr.  t ,)  may  be  tilken  txtgctieerih^ 
as  fi  unifying  even  the  Father  «f  our  Lord 

jefus  ChrHt  Hut  if  wc  coupler  thd c  as 

SiltiitCt  character#,  ace  irdlng  ro  the  view  that 
our  Lord  himfeif  gives  of  them,  who  .order* 
Mary  to  fty  to  Y\U  hrpi^-ren,  T 

after*  d  ttn  Father  ti^d  yctir  Fat  '  <rf  and  in 

my  Gad  and  your  Gcd*  John  17,  {fret*  e 
paraph  rate  there*)  the  matter  is  to  be  con - 
-lldcrcd  thus  :  The  Father  is  ChrifFs  Gid  aj 
mi*  and  ms:diniCT%  ami  ouc  in  covenant  with 
him,  who  was  bis  hope  and  ftrcujrfh  in  every 
difficulty  and  digger,  an  J  gave  him  rns  re¬ 
ward  ;  aid  he  ir  his  Father  priority  with  rt- 
fpeii  to  hts  divide  neatim,  as  h:$  e;;/i  bt%ztlcn 
StB%  ftevafarity  with  refpeft  to  hu  human 
nature  ^  as  that  is  fa  fin  alii  m;i:od  with  the 
divine^  and  fo  comes  inU>  the  relation  of  a 
higher  fonfoip  to  the  Father,  dian  c«;ij  beWg 
to  any  crcatuie  u-h:j;ever. 

f  \  £ic  folhcicnt  rnfon  to  thiu^t 

a  wkh 
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4  According  as 
lie  hath  chofen 
os  in  him.  before 
the  foundation  of 
the  \vc*r  Id,  that 
we  tbixd-1  he  ho* 
iy,  aud  without 
blame  before  him 
In  Jon: ; 


jut  in  Chrifi  Jefus*  (ver.  1.)  has  freely  and  bountifully 
btr (lowed  upon  us,  not  only  Tome,  but  ail t  and  all  man¬ 
ner  of  fpiritual  bleflings,  that  are  heavenly  in  their  na¬ 
ture,  original,  and  tendency,  and  fhall  be  completed 
iu  the  heavenly  manfions  They  are  already  enjoyed 
in  then  beginnings  and  earn efts  by  us,  and  are  fecured 
ai:d  taken  pofTdCon  of  in  heaven  for  us,  m  and  hy 

as  Chrilt,  as  our  head  and  Saviour,  and  the  only 
pure  baler  of  them,  and  grand  medium  of  their  con* 
veyancc  to  us- 

4  All  this  took  its  rife  and  was  prepared  in  the  e* 
tcrnal  coimfel  of  God,  wherein  he  eminently  and  hi  a 
[lift  mg  milling  manner  bleffcd  us  by  a  free  grant  of  it 
alt  to  us  *  \  and  ’tis  brought  to  paTs  according  to,  and 
in  performance  of  his  gracious  and  unchangeable  pur* 
pofe,  even  as  he  of  his  own  mere  love  and  favour  has 
made  a  fevertign  choice  oi  us  in  and  together  with 
Chrift,  a$  our  great  head  and  reprefemative,  who  as 
fuch  is  filled,  by  way  of  eminence,  bis  ek£ty  (Ifa*  lx:i> 
i.);  which  choice  was  made  before  the  foundation  of  the 
earth  u'tu  laid ,  even  from  all  eternity  :  And  this  he  has 
done,  not  becaufe  he  forefaw  that  we  would  be  holy, 
but  that  we  might  be  fu  by  a  work  of  renewing  grace 

NOTES* 


with  fome  commentators,  that  hUjfcd  art 

ou^hl  lo  Uc  cmirelv  confined  V*  lire  Gettiiiest 
ond/itU  merely  tun  r whst:*:!  cun  trie ration  «F 
them:  F  ’»r  the  apottle  here,  and  i:i  levcra! 
following  vert i:*,  includes,  l  jrcihcr  with  ism* 
Jetf,  at)  thnJF  whom  he  h.;d  Ai*cd  t*e  joints 
rtEphc!u«t  the  faith  fa*  is  Chrijt  Jcfus, 

ctuI  lud  Pdiitcd,  a*  liitli,  i:i  the  two  ironic* 

duudy  pr«erli;i£  rrrfi  s ;  and  thn*  the  church 
*x:L?frefns  moJUycnni!ilcdo:,tfii.ft*^-bcl:cvL*r}J 
and  tire  grace  *'f  tkn\  to  t:*cnj  h  copfidcrcd 
parifcubuly  and  at  Urge  iu  iLvcial  parts  of 
the  epiftle;  yet  there  were  fbitic  o\  ihcjcir- 
jfb  lor:  auwng  them,  as  may  be  gv  hcrc-1  from 
Arts  iLYuu  19,  ao>  &c, ;  and  this  vw 
com  mil  nlv  the  cate  of  all  the  ch  nr  dies  of  the 

Lclftr  rf/ijt  *i'd  r^rticnlarJy  of  this  church, 

whether  it  were  t'n:  church  *t  or 

not,  a*  appears  fowi  vtr*  13*  «f  djjs  chap¬ 
ter,  where  the  apn'.lie  *pcaks  of  tlioi’camrj;’^ 
them  that  firfi  trzfied  iz  Csn/f,  in  d;fUn<T- 
tiosi  from  *  he  Gentile  par:  o  f  tb  era  M,  a  n  cl  c  hapm 
si*  rrt,  iS.  1-c  mentions  Jews  aivl  Gentiles*  at 
being  :*rmih  WOetiteJ  to  Gut  hi  ct:c  body  hy  the 
t/ofs  id?  rid ;  and  fay*,  tc*  oajh  him  t both 
have  ectejs  ly  one  Spirt*  to  tic  r'othcr :  And 
furdy,  wt  were  hy  1 mature  the  children  of  wrath  7 
tvtn  iu  (ch-  (i»  3.)  can  never  be  meant 
merely  of  the  GexUfa,  fi nee  the  only  doubt 
could  be,  whether  the  Jew*  were  hy  nature 
chUdren  of  wraUi*  well  as  Gotti  Us  *  aad 


not  whether  the  Gentiles  were  by  nature  :he 
children  of  wrath,  as  wed  if  ihc  Jews.  A^d 
as  the  apniHe  often  varies  the  pertbn  iu  ihU 
eplAlc,  Jornediues  Jpcakin^  in  the  firft  p^> 
/bo  plural  ve,  and  **t ;  an  :  at  others  in  the 
Jeoond^  ye  and  jea  \  it  u-ili  hjrdly  lie  toiij.J 

that  he  ever  ufes  the  we  ^t xd  us 

aoy  pillage  that  c'>uV.i  rot  belong  iu  hhn-idj 
and  the  hc:hevin^  7  rvj,  while  ye  and  yiu  Jre* 
quern ly  relate  to  thing*  peculiar  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles*,  though,  fame  few  time*,  to  thing* 
that  were  common  to  both, 

|  The  wortl*  t«  hettvenij  pfoets  rstf 

fignify  in  th  hcc  rrr^a,  and  V> 

may  relate  either  to  place  or  tbhtg s,  in  oppo- 
fiiion  to  the  carnal  privileges  of  ihc  ^cwst 
and  *  heir  no:jo ns  of  e^rtJtly  bUfE:^$  in  the 
MediahTs  kinsdom* 

*  Cod%  ehtojttig  m  hfl  confitVred,  ci¬ 
ther  as  one  mhaOi-c  all  r:^oje  fjdTitual  h]^- 
wherewith  heh?,thhkiicduvor  a*  a  modi  I 
or  plat-form  in  l^ii  own  ircrtul  mtnd,  st- 
enrding  W  which  he  has  blefled  us  with  the 
o:her  hldlin^ai  for  the  word  n*er:r 

or  recording  asy  fairly  admit*  of  both  chnjc 
lenfes;  and  tlic  apoflle’s  faying  this,  inch?- 
five  of  himfclf,  who  was  el  Jew,  (hews  th.it 
God’s  eternal  choice  was  nor  of  Gentiles  ns* 
tlonaily  confidcred,  but  \vz$  of  ptrfrni  from 
airum^  the  Jews,  as  ^vdi  at  from  umung  th*., 
Grafi Us* 


Ch.  i. 


The  Epifik  to  the  Ephesi anj  paraphrafii ,  jji 


5  Having  pr*- 

deft  i  noted  us  on* 
ip  the  idoptran 
oi  diildren  by  Je- 
frsCfmfl  tonim- 
feLT,  accndin^  to 
ihf  good  pkafmc 

.r  hh  *iii. 


begun  here,  and  to  be  perrfeflrd  hereafter,  lie  having 
chtfen  vs  to  fahmtion  through  funElifiraiion  of  the  Spirit 
unto  obedient ey  (2  ThefT.  ii  13.  and  1  Pet.  i.  2*}  and 
that  our  holinefs  might  not  be  in  outward  appearance 
only,  but  in  Gncerity  and  truth  ;  fuc'n  as  is  without  hy- 
pocrify  and  deceit,  and,  at  length,  fluli  he  entirely  fin- 
left,  without  exception.  In  the  fight  of  God,  whofrarch* 
eth  the  heart ;  and  fuch  as  in  gieuc  mejfure  confilb*  of 
as  well  as  proceeds  from,  that  iove  unto  God  and  one 
another,  which  works  in  us  as  under  Ins  all* feeing  eye, 
and  inclines  us  to  keep  his  commandments  without 
counting  them  grievous*  And  all  this  is  the  fruit  of  his 
love  to  us,  who  hath  faved  us  and  railed  us  n nth  an  h*dy 
callings  not  according  to  cur  works ,  but  according  to  his 
own  pur pofe  and  grace ,  which  was  given  us  in  Chrfi  Jefus 
before  the  world  began*  (2'lim.  i:  9.) 

5  And  God,  in  the  fame  eternal  decree,  whereby  he 
gracioufly  fqurated  us  from  the  reft  of  mankind  f,  has 
fore-ordained  ufl  to  the  dignity  of  adoption  into  his  fa¬ 
mily,  that  we  might  be  brought  into  the  relation  of  fona 
and  heirs  to  God,  and  joint-heirs  with  Chrift  ;  and  fo 
might  have  a  right  to  the  heavenly  inheritance,  and  to 
all  the  honours,  privileges,  and  bleHnigs  that  belong 
to  his  children ;  fome  of  which  are  to  be  enjoyed  in 
this  world,  till  they  {hall  iflue  in  all  the  glories  of  cur 
adoption,  that  fliall  be  confum  mated,  both  in  foul  and 
body,  a  t  the  manifejlation  of  the  fans  of  God%  in  and  for 
ever  after  their  refurreflion  from  the  dead,  (Rom*  viii- 
it),  23.)  :  Which  glorious  adoption  is  defigfird  zrd 
brought  to  pate*  through  our  union  with  Jefu-,  Chrifl, 
his  eternal  and  ordy-begotten  Son,  that  vc  mi^ht  be 
brethren  to  him,  and  he  might  be  glorified  in  and  by 
us,  as  he  is  the Jirfi*bom  among  mcnx  brethren^  to  whofe 
image  we  are  predejiinated  to  be  conformed*  and  who  ia 
all  things  has  the  pre-eminence,  (AVji,  viii.  2y.  Col* 
i<  1 8-)  ;  and  that  we,  thro^  hiir,  *  might  be  brcuizht  to 
the  molt  intimate  union  and  communion  with.  cn^ 
joyment  of  God  himfclf,  as  a  peculiar  people  appropri¬ 
ated  and  cnnfecratcd  to  him,  and  formed  for  him/elf I 
that  we  might  fbew  forth  (As  praife ,  (Ifit.  xliiu  2L>)  Ail 
which  entirely  proceeds  from,  and  h  owing,  nor  to  a-* 
ny  worJiincfs  in  us,  nor  to  any  ncccility  or  obligation 


notes. 

f  God's  ctoyftag  vs  in  Chrlfit  as  onr  com-  the  great  and  glorious  thirgs  to  whirh  bt 
sum  brad,  may  nine  to  his  lingling  us  out  dink*  us  in  Cfcrlft*  that  vc,  as  the  dvilrt^u 
in  bis  hrd  from  others,  whom  he  palled  by  of  Ceil,  wi^.t  have  all  bicifolncf*  it:  d  I  to¬ 
ot  left  k>  themiefres;  and  fome,  piitiing  a  nour  hi  utid  :h  rough  l»im. 
flop  after,  before  iijn,  jcin  in  hvt*  at  the  *  T$  S-hxf  ;ft  or  at  11  might  be  rsrd<‘rert  t*> 
rLoieor  tli*  Lift  verfe,  to  the  beginning  of  h*m  (<w  uiay  refer  chhc- to  C*?$M  (it 
ibis;  apd  his  predepimtdvg  ttf  may  rcUtc  to  to  God  tfc  lather*  A  a  1 
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flTrtthe  pniifc 

of  the  gtnry  of 
his  where* 
in  be  hath  made 
os  accepted  io  the 
beloved  ; 


t  Tn  whom  ire 
lave  redemption 
thro1  his  blood, 
the  forgi?aiefe  of 
linSf  according  to 
the  riches  of  hi* 

grace  f 


that  lay  upon  him,  but  merely  to  that  free  determina¬ 
tion  of  his  own  fove  reign  will  and  pleafure,  which  mo* 
ved  him  to  it,  and  which  he  takes  the  greatefl  tompfa* 
ccncy  ini  above  all  the  other  purpofes  of  his  heart  as  he 
delight i  in  mirej)  (Mic*  vii-  1 8*) 

6  His  ultimate  end  in  all  this  was  *  that*  as  his  great 
gosihefs)  benignity  or  kindnefi%  is  that  perfe&ion  of 
his  nature  which  Iheds  a  glory  upon  all  the  reft,  and 
which  he  rejoices  in  with  peculiar  delight,  and  on  ac* 
count  of  which  he  is  infinitely  amiable  in  himfelf,  and 
worthy  of  all  poffible  honour*  biefling,  and  praife  ;  fo 
it  might  be  illultrioufly  manifefted  and  difpfayed  in  the 
molt  endearing  manner  to  the  obje&s  of  his  love,  as 
fuperlatively  and  adorably  glorious;  and  revenues  of 
admiration,  blefTing,  and  praife  might  be  paid  to  his 
great  name  for  it,  who  by  the  free  determination  and 
cxercife  of  his  grace,  has  rendered  us  acceptable  to  him* 
felf,  2s  his  children,  in  and  through  his  firft,  and  heft, 
and  eminently  Beloved,  even  his  own  emphatically  dear 
Son,  (CoL  i.  13.}  in  whom  he  is  we)  l- pie  a  fed,  and  for 
whole  fake,  and  on  whole  account,  he  is  fo  with  us, 
as  we  are  looked  upon  and  considered  in  him,  (Mat. 
iii.  17.) 

7  In  this  beloved  Son,  as  our  Head  and  Redeemer, 
and  by  virtue  of  our  union  with  him,  we,  whom  God 
has  chofen,  predeftinated  and  accepted  in  him,  (ver*  4, 
5,  6.)  have  a  compleat  and  glorious  deliverance  from 

all  evil,  and  a  recovery  to  all  bleffednefs,  and  that  at 
the  f  ineftimable  price  of  his  own  precious  blood  which 

he 


NOTES. 


*  Here  is  a  noble,  beautiful  and  itfeAing 
gradation  from  hh  |Wft  to  the  glory  of  his 
graces  and  from  the  glory  of  his  grace,  to  die 
prai fr  &f  ill  Wary, 

t  Several  interpreters  of  no  fimll  note 
have  nbltrvrd  tbt  the  itnfe  is  here  changed 
from  tlu  pafi  to  »bc  prefeut%  which  they  lup- 
poic  is  to  di(|inguiih  the  bLlting*  here  men* 
tinned,  as  what  we  receive  in  lime,  from 
tbgft  that  were  fpoken  of  in  the  prtceding 
vcrftj  1$  what  was  do  re  in  God's  gracious 
ftfis  concerning  us  from  all  eternity,  Kut 
though  this  may  be  allowed,  wbh  regard  to 
the  bkftmgs  mentioned,  (*cr„  4,  j.)  yee  I 
much  doubt  whether  there  be  any  IbUd 
ground  for  this  ob/eiya*  ion,  a*  it  relates  to 
God's  having  made  ns  accepted  U  the  Btfovrt, 
which  is  ihc  bit  ihinsj  mentioned  before  tike 
alteration  of  the  t&ft;  for  in  the  next  fol- 
lonfing  verges,  0P  p,  it,  the  apoftlc  rc-af- 
fumes  the  pafi  tenfc,  where  he  fays,  God  Bat 
ohm  tided  toward  as  u  all  t nijdom  /tad  ptudenctt 
truing  made  hwwn  to  us  the  mjrfi  cries  tf  bis 
Tiitii  and  m  kfvt  cbtauseJ  an  ttd/crUaaee  to 


Cbrifty  all  which,  a*  ihefe  interpreters  them- 
felvcs  allow,  relate  U>  the  bLfljngs  bellowed 
In  llmt^  as  much  as  our  having  tcdempttw 
through  CbtijTs  bloody  the  firrtvenefi  cf  ftnsy 
can  be  fiippofed  to  d <v  -As  to  the  nature 
of  this  redemption*  we  may  ohfme  that  the 
feripeure  fometimes  iperit*  of  redemption  l  * 
power  y  as  when  God  faitl  he  would  redu.a 
I  (rati  from  their  Egyptian  bondage  with  a 
prdclted'Cut-tirrn ,  and  %/itb  gnat  jwigncrtiiy 

(Exod^  xu  S.) ;  but  at  «h;r  times  it  lpe;t*s 
cf  redemption  by  ynVr,  as  when  the  wji/i'i 
and  lands  of  if  tad  were  to  l>c  redeemed  by  a 
proper  price  paid  for  them;  and  wheu  a 
poor  SfratlUt  who  had  Lbkl  himiclf  to  a 
ihqngtr,  was  to  be  redeemed  by  htskinimui's 
the  price  of  hh  fait.  (See  I^v.  sue/* 
% 3, — jit)  And  what  the  apoftlt  fprafc* 
of  is  manifofHy  redemption  by  price}  for  thai 
is  the  primitive  Ggnukaiion  of  the  word 
(imunani)  hot  tiled,  wjiirb  is  dftvb:w 
called  Quill*E  obtained  eternal  fm/nitP- 
thti  (ipr^wtr)  by  &is  out  blood  t  (Hrl>.  )>:* 
ia«) ;  ud  i*  rtpidfed  by  his  girinf  his  Ufr 


Co.  i» 


Th* 
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he  fhed  at  his  Fathfer*s  call,  in  the  mod  terrible  manner* 
for  the  fatisfaftion  of  his  law  and  juftice  in  %  way  of  a- 
toneme ot  for  (in  ;  fo  that  on  this  account*  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  all  his  fufterings  and  obedience  which  were 
fimlhed  at  his  death,  we  have  free  and  full  forgivenefs 
of  all  trcfpafles,  [CoL  ii*  13,)  which  includes,  or  draws 
after  it,  a  deliverance  from  the  curfc  of  the  law  and 
the  wrath  of  God,  from  the  power  of  fin  and  Satan, 
and  from  the  fling  of  death,  together  with  a  recovery 
to  all  pafiiblc  happjfieis  and  glory  in  our  whole  per  funs 
which  fhaJl  be  perfectly  enjoyed  at  the  redemption  of 
our  bodies:  And  theft,  as  well  as  all  the  reft  of  the  fore* 
mentioned  henefits,  are  not  from  any  defert  or  worthi- 
nefs  in  us,  but  merely  from  the  tncxhauftible  futnefs, 
excellence,  liberality,  and  houndlcfs  overflowings  of 
the  free  mercy  and  favour  of  God  the  Father f,  as  he  of 
his  own  good  pleafure  contrived,  appointed,  gave,  and 
accepted  of  Cbrift ;  who  alfo,  in  the  gr^arnefs  of  his 
love  gracioufly  con  fen  ted  to  lay  down  his  life  for  our  ran* 
Com,  without  fo  much  as  our  knowing  or  dcGring  it: 
And  God  has  graciously  appointed  and  revealed  this* 
and  laid  out  the  way  and  method  of  freely  making  over 
all  the  benefit  of  it  to  us  in  a  way  of  believing,  and  has 
freely  given  us  faith  therein,  on  Chrift^  account,  for 
our  own  falvation,  [chap*  ii.  8.) 

8  In  the  breaking  forth  and  over-flowings  of  this  rich 
grace,  as  from  its  fountain-fulnefc,  God  has  abundant¬ 
ly  manifcftcU  to  us  the  bigheft  wifdom  and  counfel  in 

Notes*  contriving 

(%vrs49irfi  *  w« \fsm  or  price  of  re-  had  been  fpoktn  of  in  the  verfe  nett 

f  *****  "  ki-  }"  before  it  ;  and  ’ris  he  thitt  i$  n«nt  in  the 


S  Wherein  he 
bath  abounded 
toward  us  in  all 
wiltom  rad  pru¬ 
dence. 


.vfKpt'toM  for  ipuuy ;  that  is*  by  Ms  dying  in 
their  room  and  ftcu l  tor  their  deliverance 
fiom  all  their  cspffrirr,  txuxlage,  and  nil* 
juries,  which  fin  had  fnbjefled  them  10.  At- 
tnrdinglv  k  U  here  called  rtdtmpfan  through 
kzod;  and  an fwc table  hereunto,  we 
are  Aid  to  be  bought  wttb  a  (a  Cor. 

vi,  10.)  and  what  this  price  is  we  are  told, 
when  it  is  Aid  yewrt  rtdttmi 

®*j ih  wirnpiibit  t4mjj j*  as  fiver  and  goidt 
ht  t wth  ib*  predm  bisod  of  Cbrift  t  (t  Pet. 
1. 1  ft.  ;  and  in  the  pafiagedttfore  us,  they 
that,  art  m  tde  accepted  in  iht  Bchwdt  ver.  6* 
are  Aid  to  hove  redemption  in  tfw,  in  thtir 

4  ■  T 

pnulic  b«d  and  rcprcfcutarive,  fpiiiiior,  Md 
linety,  who  has  a&ndly  paid  down  the  price 
of  it  for  them,  and  i s>  and  for  ever  will  he* 
1  St  fiibjedt  ot'  aft  its  glory,  and  of  all  chat  me¬ 
rit  and  efftcacy*  whereby  they  arc  made  par¬ 
takers  of  it.  to  the  forgirTCnris  of  their  fins  in 
virtue  of  thtir  imion  with  him. 

f  The  riches  of  iff  may  indeed  by  the 

ran  thru  Aion  rrter  to  Cbrift r  who  is  rhe  near- 
eil  enteredent ;  and  rhertfore  J  have 
ctd  at  it  in  the  parayJirafe  i  hut  "tkmort 
jscncr^.ly,  amt  l  think  moft  properly*  te- 
fccjrd  io  iLe  FutktT  ;  bccaufc  tbc^iorj  of  his 


pmjid)  of  (he  dill  oar  ic,  os  the  jwrfon  who 
bellows  all  the  farther  Mdfiuip,  msntiaired 
m  the  three  following  verfo :  And  though 
the  endearing  lore  *fki  grace  of  oar  Lord  je- 
ius  Cnrift  wui  esceciihiE  and  abundant  in  re¬ 
deeming  us  to  Gad  by  his  blood ;  yet  all  the 
blcfungs  of  Alva  lion  are  molt  ufuai ly  rhro* 
the  fmpture,  and  partieulti  ly  in  thw  cpiftle* 
al  bribed  to  the  Father**  Eri*'r»  their  origi¬ 
nal  frurce  and  fountain:  And  ih  riches  of 
ifjjfweare  very  con fi  front  vrii.li  Cfc  rift’s  pay-* 
ing  the  full  price  of  our  redemption  for  ihc 

rcilbn*  a  ironed  ill  lire  p^raphrafi*,  by  which 

it  appears  chat,  how  de^r  li  refer  it  coif  Chri  ft, 
*t'S  ril  entirely  free.  wi:t;out  the  lealtcxpcnec 
to  us,  or  motive  taken  from  any  good  in  119 ; 


- —  ’  7  i  - -  - 1  *  „  - - -  * 

honmir.blc  forgivenefv  of  our  fief  at  to  cofliy 
and  Alt-Jcnyifig  a  rxt-t  as  by  delivering  his 

own  cicrnal,  dearly  hekved  ^on  in  mir  na¬ 
ture  :o  tho  worll  of  do.!? tat,  than  if  it  hid 
been  jifantcd  by  a  mcie  a^l  i*r  lorcrei^u  ptp- 
p>£UivCi  without  a  ay  r*^ \id  w  the 
iAtilfaCJo:!  of  justice. 


■ 
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p  Tiding  made 
known  tieto 
ihv  niyfuvy  ofh;$ 
will,  ucciirdingto 
fi^jjood  ptafurc* 
wh*s  h  he  hath 

hi  h*m- 

Ulf : 


to  Tint,  in 

tUc  <lii)>t:;UdttOn 

of  I  ht  ful  ml  A  of 

■ 

tisj--c&,  he  i^felu 
gutter  icgctncr 


contriving  and  executing  bis  eternal  fcheme  for  advan* 
c'mg  the  glory  of  all  bis  perfections,  that  bis  holinefe, 
truth,  and  juflicc,  together  with  every  other  attribute 
of  the  divine  nature,  might  concur  and  harmonize  with 
his  grace  In  laving  us  through  ChrifVs  redemption, 
(ven  7,)*  And,  in  this  his  abundant  grace,  he  has  gi¬ 
ven  to  us,  at  our  converiion,  the  fpuit  of  wifdom  and 
revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  himfeJf  and  of  his  Son, 
{ven  17,)  whom  to  know  is  life  eternal^  (John  xvii.  3*) 
and  has  nude  our  love  to  abound  in  knowledge  and  in  all 
judgment^  that  we  may  approve  things  that  are  excel- 
lent}  (Phil.  i*  9,  10,)  \  and  that  the  benefits  of  his 
own  love  and  of  Cbrilt’s  pur  chafe  might  be  effectually 
apply ed  to  us  through  faith,  whereby  we  are  brought  to 
truft  in  Chrift,  ( ver -  12,  13.)  are  made  wifitofalva * 
tknt  ( 2  Tim.  iii.  15.)  and  arc  taught  to  know,  regard, 
and  praftife  our  duty  with  undemanding  and  discretion. 

9  All  this  wifdom  and  prudence  has  God  difeovered 
and  conveyed  co  us,  by  means  of  the  gofpel-rev elation, 
arid  by  the  attending  illumination  of  his  Spirit  in  our 
hearts,  as  he  therein  has  opened  to  us  his  gracious 
feheme  of  falvatiou  by  Jdus  Cbrift  for  loft  tinners  of 
all  forts,  and  of  what  nation  foever ;  which  may  be 
caiied  a  ix\jhry7  becaufe  it  was  from  all  eternity  hid 
as  ;m  impenetrable  fecret  in  God's  own  bread,  [chap* 
lib  9.)  and  was  bur  obfeurdy  hinted  in  the  dark  types, 
promifes,  and  prnphefies  of  the  Old  Teftament,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  brighter  and  fuller  revelation  that  is 
pow  made  of.  it  to  the  faints,  \G$L  h  26.) }  and  ic  is 
fuch  a  great  myflerycf  godlmefs^  and  contains  fuch  un - 
fearchitMe  riches  cf  Cbri/tt  that  notwithltanding  the  got 
pel-revelation,  it  flill  15  hid  from  unbelievers,  whofe 
minds  the  god  of  this  world  has  blinded,  (2  Cor.  iv* 
3,  4.);  and  has  breadths,  and  lengths,  and  depths,  and 
heights,  that  furpafs  alt  the  knowledge  of  true  believers 
themfdves,  [Ephcf  iti-  18,  19.  See  the  note  on  1  Con 
ih  7O  And  it  may  be  called  the  myftcry  cf  his  will?  be¬ 
caufe  it  took  its  rife  merely  from  Ms  own  Ibvereigti  will 
according  to  his  free  determination,  as  feemed  good  in 
Ms  fight.  {/VrtJ.xi,  27,  and  Luke  j.21,)  And  this  he  re- 
folved  upon  from  all  eternity  for  his  own  glory,  without 
thefeaft  inotiye  or  inducement  from  any  other  whatfoever. 
-  10  That  in  the  laft  difpenfetion  of  God's  grace  un¬ 
der  che  gofoel-ftate,  which  may  be  called  the  difpenfa~ 
tion  cf  the  fulnefs  cf  times ,  faepaufe  it  is  a  completion 

of 


m 


N  O  T 

AH -w:f.h w  exit  prudence  in  thi*  verfe  belicvm;  or  mfty ‘relate  to  thtmt  in  '.vbst 
rshte  dlhfr  to  Gs.-J,  in  bis  fthsntc  of  be  tas  wrought  in  them*  The  connect* 

with  ver.  t.  miy  JeaJ  us  lo  tbejf rfa  and  *kb 
ver.  $*  to  the  hjiof  thefe 


may  dlhfr  to  Gs.-f,  in  bis  fihsnic  of 

t*'\ jfi'iu  by  JcJiia  Chriif,  and  difcovery  of 
p  by  xhv  £nlj:elT  and  m  hti  toward 
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in  «**  d'wrj*  of  the  various  frafons  of  his  gracious  dealings  ■with  the 
"rein  hc«-  'apoftitc  fops  of  men,  and  was  introduced  as  foon  aft' 
Ten,  and  -w+vich  -the  Hknt  was  fgil^  come  which  he  had  appointed  for 
ircon  earth,  a»  it,  and  hid  foretold  in  ancient  prophecies,  and  in 
“  m*  which  all  things  were  ripe  for  it  by  a  general  expecta¬ 

tion  of  the  Meffiah,  and  by  a  moft- deplorable  anduoi- 
verfal  degeneracy. and  corruption  hi  dn&rine  and  man* 
net's- among ;  both  Jews  and  ’Gentiles*  which  made  it  the 
moft  ieafonable  time  of  God's  appearing'for  their  help 
and  recovery,  and  for  magnifying  the  glory  of  his  grace 
-  -  therein:  At  rhis  fitteft  time,  Hay,  he,  in  his  adorable 
w»fdom,  cpndefcenfion,  and'  kiodnefs,  took  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  bring  in  this  concluding  adminiftration  of  the 
licheft  mercy,  that  he  might- fet  to  tights  all  the  difor- 
dcr  and  enmity  that  On  had-  introduced,  and  (jja** f**** 
lucrBjSa*}  by  gathering  together  the  fcatrered  parts  of  in* 
telligent  creatures,  might  recapitulate,  reduce,  and 
place  them  in-order  again  under  Chrift,  ■  as  their  head, 
including  both  the  holy  angels,  as  nlfo  the  glorified 
faints  in  heaven  *,  and  believing  fewi  and  Gentiles 
of  all  nations  and  degrees  of  finnere  upon  earth,  by 
re-uniting  them  into  one  body  for  mutual  afiefliou  and 
communion,  and  for  joint- worlhip,  [Phil,  ii,  p,  to,  Heb. 
xii.  aa,  a3<  and  Rev.  v.  1 1,-14,)  under  Chrift,  who 

is.  a  head  of  confirmation  and  government  to  angels *  a 
head  of  righteoufoefs,  of  repr-efentaHon-  and'  redemp¬ 
tion,  as  well  aa  of  the  moft  peculiar  influence  and  go¬ 
vernment,  to  the  church  that  is  gathered  from  among 
men.)  and  a  bead  of  reconciliation  to  both  the  jfewi/b 
and  Gentile  forts  of  them  between  thcmfelvcs,  and  be- 


II  til  whoTQ 
>llb  vc  have  ob- 
tdaeTan  ioHcrf- 

txoce, 


tween  God*  angels  and  them,  (chap,  ii-  14,  1.5*  i6» 
and  Cob  .1*  20*)  that  they  might  all  be  brought  into  a 
newftatcof  peace  and  frjcndfiiip  wnh  God  and  onca- 
noiher,  and  might  be  all  fet  in  their  proper  place  %  and 
all  fu min’d  op  and  comprehended  in  Chrift*  as  head 
aver  all  things  to  the  church,  {ver*  21*  22,  23.) 

it  In  whom  al£o,  for  the  accompli flmiein  of  this 
great  deiign  f*  we  of  the  JnmJb  nation,  who  believe* 

have 


NOTES, 

*  Alt  (t*  ra*7«)  m  the  neuter  £to*  of  dHlinftion  from  them,  h±  manifcAly 
di  U  fometnoej  oftd  foe  aHpsrfbart  fpuls  of  the  GeuftVer,  ¥cr  ,i,|.  wlw  after* 

pen  ffOtftCaii  iii,  wroparcd.wiili  Rod.  r  frariif  trnfted  In  Chrift  alft},  when,  op on 
n.  31*  in  of  which  places,  hthaicte*  the  rejection  of  the  unbelieving  Jevit  thi 

rhd&t  allwdtr  ftny  \\xet<uiery  (r*  ***?*)  *nd  gofpel  of  ia!v*ti<?o  a  me  to  be  preached  to 
in  ^  iwoiid1  idi  itf  them  ;  and  that  the  yow,  and  not  the 

n  the  gender  (ray  ***?«*)  is  ttfed  xtfti  at  E^bcftay  were  t*ie  firtt  that  itdieved  iix 

f  That  this  b  meuttofthcbd^rioj;  Jew  ChrU,  appear*  fra m  the  acootiot  we  have 
w  plain  to  me,  not  only  b’ecaufe  the  tpdllc  of  (hcirtohmfwn,  Ads  jtvtiL  jp,  14,^8, 

bet*  iududfS  bimftlf  with  the  pexfbtrs  he  is  und  aix-  *, — jo ;  »ii<l  that  ihu  CealUe  F.pbe- 
ijxiting  of,  (fee  the  note  on  ver*  4*)  hut  in  Jiavs  were  no;  the  fit  ft  con  vert >  among  that 
the  next  vetfe  defciibei  them  is  tiioie  who  fort  uf  people  is  plain,  licaafc  otfrer  Cf*' 
fitfi  trifled  iff  Qbrifi%  before  the  gofpfl  w%&  ilfes  believed  before  u  appears  Irani 

piwched  w  the  G«»'i/cs;  ar4tbenby  way  A<ta  *Hi- 45, — 4S» 


37$ 


The  EpiflU  to  the  Ephesians  paraphrased. 


Ch. 


tinct,  being  prc- 
defttnated  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  pur- 
p»(c  of  him  who 
TA^d.tih  ail 
things  after  |hc 
pounftrl  of  hli 

pjtii  uiU; 


tx  That  we 
(Wuld  he  in  the 
pralfc  of  hit  fid* 
fyT  who  lint 
ftuQcd  in  Cbrifh 


!■)  Ib  whom 
ft  alfo  Irtfficd  af¬ 
ter  that  ye  heard 
the  word  oft  ruth, 
the  gnfpel  of 

yrtUV  JblrnttOil  ; 
in  wl'oQinlt'o,  af- 
Ipr  that  ye  believ¬ 
ed,  ye  were  fail¬ 
ed  with  that  H^y 
fepimofpromiiCp 


have  been  admitted  in  our  tfFedoal  calling  to  a  pare 
and  portion  in,  and  have  a  right  and  title  to,  and  po£- 
feflion  in  Ch r ill  our  b^ad,  of  the  glorious  inheritance 
of  eternal  life  +,  which  is  difpofed  of  by  fovereign 
grace  to  us,  as  it  were  by  lot,  and  belongs  to  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  fons,  to  which  we  were  predeftinated,  (wr,  5.) 
according  to  the  free  and  unchangeable  piirpofe  of  God, 
who  works  with  almighty  energy,  not  at  ran¬ 

dom,  nor  from  a  necefllty  of  nature  to  the  utmofl  of 
what  he  could  do,  hut  according  to  the  contrivance  and 
direction  of  his  infinite  wifetom,  and  the  free  deter¬ 
mination  of  his  own  good-will  and  plcafure,  as  to  what 
he  fees  to  be  moft  fit  and  proper  for  him  to  do. 

12  That  we  the  natural  feed  of  Abraham^  to  whom 

the  gofpel  was  fir  ft  preached,  and  who  firit  were  brought 
to  depend  upon,  and  hope  111  Cbnft  »  ™xtirz) 

for  allfalvation,  might  be  monuments  of  his  grace,  to 
its  eternal  glory,  and  might  glorify  him  for  his  mercy 
in  makings  and  bis  truth  and  faiihfulntfs  in  fulfilling 
hh  prumiftSy  which  he  granted  to  our  fathers,  {Micab 
til.  2o.)  and  which  he  has  performed  to  us,  as  a  peo¬ 
ple  who  wore  fir  ft  uken  into  covenant  with  him,  and 
to  whom  he  primarily  fent  his  Son  to  blefs  ue  in  turn¬ 
ing  us  away  from  our  iniquities,  {Ails  111*  26.)  and  fo 
phe  gofpel  is  the  power  of  God  umo  falvation  to  every 
one  that  believes*  to  the  Jew  Jirfiy  Src.  {Rom*  t*  16.) 

13  In  whom  thofe  of  you  that  are  of  the  Gentile  fort 
have  alfo  trufted,  according  to  the  nature  and  defign 
of  his  laft  gracious  difpenfation  under  the  gofpel -date  *, 
and  have  obtained  a  right  and  title  to  the  eternal  inheri¬ 
tance  equally  with  the  believing  Jews*  when  ye  in  due 
time  came  to  hear  the  preaching  of  that  bit  fled  doctrine, 
which  is  infallibly  and  emphatically  true,  and  the  moft 
important  of  all  truths,  as  it  contains  the  fubftance  of 
the  fpimual  bleUmgs,  of  which  the  ceremonial  law 
^ras  only  a  QiaJow,  and  as  the  tug  heft  atteftations  to  it 

from 

T  E  s* 

U hat  he  had  vtr.  $-  about  their  bang 
frtdtjlr.ixifd  latte  thitdrenhy  Jtjxs 

Cbrljty  which  ihcto  ?  that  tK  related,  if  not 

principally,  yet  at  ledi  equally,  to 
at  well  as  Gctitiit  believers, 

*  This  cxprctfion  in  the  <7 rttk  is  flEpHtxI, 
Per  trsnlhiOrs  have  filled  up  what  h  want¬ 
ing  in  it  by  rc  $ffrmring  the  word 
from  the  laft  ehufe  of  the  preceding  vrrie  ; 
but  perhpp*  it  wi^ht  be  as  veU  fuppllcil  by 
adding,  intfead  of  that,  heme  dtoin/d  an  iKfrc* 
rjnnet7  ’yrbkh  had  been  affirmed  of  the  be* 
J living  Jfn  j  at  the  beginning  of  ter,  d* 
«nd  is  ntrt  agdn  dE:iEcd  of  the  brtxrLEg 

ijtTilUci* 


N  q 

l  The  aotd  from  which  this 

is  derived*  and  la  her*  render¬ 
ed  w  lave  v&teiped  aft  inheriiatiff,  figo'lrc*  a 
part  fjr  parties  ACts  viiL»r.  an  iKhtilanrCj 
Afl*  xavi,  rfl.  CoJ*  1.  n,  mid  a  AcTa 
±\\\  ip.  with  a  niariifcft  reference  to  Cod's 
crdeitn^  ih^t  the  inheritance  of  the  land  cf 
J tract  ftjoufd  be  divided  among  (heir  fereral 
trills  by  Nnmh.  xxvu  jl.  the  whole  dh- 
poljjsg  of  to  (rich  vis  of  thei,r>rH*  Prnv*  xvi, 
3^  All  thefe  Rentes  may  bcmctadi-d  in  what 
i*  here  iatd  of  the  hravfxly  hherifa wr.  And 
as  an  inheritance  peculiarly  bcJonp.%  to  cb\i- 
crat^  aiwl  the  aptfJlic  Kit  fpeofes  of  fifing 
yr  ■ u  if,  he  Jun:s  u>  icJa  Loch  to 
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(•  Which  is 

riie  eimcftofour 

Inheritance,  un¬ 
til  the  r.edcmp- 
tlw  of  the  ptr- 
chafed  pnflcfTion, 
tinLathcpm&oi 
hi*  glory; 


from  heaven,  as  fuch  ;  even  the  g lad  tidings  of  falva- 
tion,  as  they  are  brought  to  you  by  the  gofpel,  which 
pubijftrcs  it,  and  (hows  the  way  of  attaining  it,  and 
aflurcs  every  true  believer  of  it ;  and  which  has  been 
made  effectual  to  the  facing  of  your  own  fouls  through 
faith  in  Chrift  Jefus.  In  whom  alfo,  by  virtue  of  your 
union  with  him,  after  ye  had  believed  in  a  faring  man* 
ner,  yc  were  ftill  further  fan£tified,  and  more  evident¬ 
ly  im prefled  with  the  holy  image  of  God,  as  wax  is 
with  the  lineaments  of  the  teal  f ;  And  as  the  fealiug 
of  deeds  of  inheritance,  is  ufed  to  ascertain  its  heirs  of 
■their  title  to  it ;  and  as  merchants,  after  they  have 
boeght  their  goods,  fet  their  own  Teal  upon  them  to 
diftinguifh  them  from  others ;  fo  ye  were  aflured  of 
your  perfonal  imereti  in  the  eternal  inheritance,  or  of 
your  being  heirs  of  God  and  joint-  heirs  with  Chrift,  by 
Jiii  fpirit  of  adoption,  who  is  holy  in  his  nature  and  o~ 
perations,  and  has  made  you  holy  by  hisfan£tifyingand 
fealing  you  ;  and  is  the  great  promife  of  the  New  Tef* 
tament,  (rf£t*  i.  4.  and  ii*  33.  and  CaL  iii-  14*)  and 
that  particularly  under  the  character  of  the  Spirit  of 
truths  and  the  CmnforUr%  (John  xiv,  16,  17.)  and  who 
in  bis  failing  work  brings  home  and  applies  the  promifea 
with  light  and  power  to  our  own  fouls,  for  the  efta- 
biillimcnt  of  our  faith  and  hope  in  Chrift*  {1  Cor*  u 
21,  24.) 

14  'Which  Spirit  as  given  to  us,  whether  we  be  Jtwt 
or  Gentiles  7  and  as  dwelling  and  working  faith  and 
love  in  us,  (wr,  15*)  and  as  fealing  us,  (ver,  13*)  is  afe- 
curity,  pledge,  and  earneft  of  the  glorious  inheritance 
of  the  faints  in  light,  and  gives  the  plaineft  evidence  to 
us  of  our  right  and  title  to  it;  and  is  indeed  itfelf  a 
part  and  fore-tafte  of  it  for  our  prefent  fatisfa£tion  and 
joy,  till  we  and  all  God's  peculiar  people,  who  were 
redeemed  by  the  death  of  Chrift,  (Titus  11*  14*)  and  arc 
bis  pur  chafed  inheritance  {hall  be  fully  delivered 

front 


n  o 

f  Thii fialitig  cf  tb r  Hsfr  Spirit  f pnw:ft 

^  tliink,  by  no  mej  iu  to  be  confined  to  the 
citnordiimry  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  beeanfb  k 
is fueh  a  ieriiag  as  was  an  of  tht  uJti- 

riiacttt  which  Cjnrcot  be  frid  merely  of  ex¬ 
traordinary  ei(U;  many  having  Jicfii  cu- 
do«d  with  Uxffl,  vrho  had  not  any  £% 
for  heaven ,  or  Cornell  p>  iflme  tlu  m  of  \if 
and  give  them  a  part  of  the  inheritance  iifcJf, 
at  appears  from  Mat.  vlL  xp  And 
therefore  it  feems  necefiny  to  sc!cv  this  fist* 
iugpf  #Ar  Spirit  tu  fome  Anther  wurk  of 
in  their  hean^  beyond  their  firft  believing 
^hereby  they  were  tp;  only  imprvflcd  w*uh 


E  S. 

ihe  image  of  the  Teal,  but  were  likcwift  aflit- 
red  of  ihdr  own  perfond  initrcll  in  Chrift, 
and  in  the  heavenly  inheritance,  with  3  refe¬ 
ree «  to  which  this  foaling  of  the  Spirit  u 
Jicre  mentioned  :  And  this  it  evidently  fpo- 
keu  of  as  a  work  ditfinft  from  that  vh'di 
putTrd  in  them  at  their  firfi  befa and  as 
whet  followed  after  It ;  and  therefore  could 
not  he  of  the  tfftntz  of  true  frith. 

4  P*n'b#frd  may  relate  either  to 

the  church  of  Ged,  which  arc  a  peculiar  po*'. 
pit;,  whom  he  has  purchaled  wltli  hfc  own 
hltiod  1  Pd+  ii*  pi  and  A^h 

jOi  18.;  or  to  heaven  itfi!f»  which  is  jpeken 
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T  alfb,  alter  l 

heard  of  four 
fait  li  in  the  lywJ 
Jtfuj,  itwI  lore 
onto  all  the 
&mtsf 

Cmfe  not 
to  give  thanks 
for  yow,  making 
mention  of  you 
ia  jst  prayers  ; 


The  Epiflk  to  the  Ephesians  paraphra/ed  Cti*  i, 

from  aU  fin  and  forrow,  and  advanced  to  the  poflHIion 
of  al!  poflible  glory,  which  was  to  be  redeemed  by  our 
near  kinfman*  becaufe  we  had  forfeited  it  by  fin,  which 
accordingly  be  purchafed  for  us,  and  to  which  he  will 
taife  ns,  when  he  lhall  quicken  our  mortal  bodies  by  his 
Spirit  that  dweiUtb  in  i/f,  (Rom.  vHi»  ji.)  AH  this 
tends  unto,  and  lhall  ifiue  in  the  highefl  exaltation  of 
the  glorious  name  of  God,,  the  Father,  Son,  and  Spi¬ 
rit  :  And  that  fuch  wonderful  grace  fhould  be  extended 
to  Gentiles  as  well  as  JVtuj,  is  for  the  greater  illuftraiioti 
of  hit  glory,  that  every  fubjetl  of  it  might  (hew  lorth 
his  praife,  on  account  of  the  efle£tual  application  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  who  enabled  them  to  trull  in  Chnft, 
iml  has  fealed  them  to,  and  is  the  carneiVof  iheir  in* 
heritanee,  as  well  as  on  account  of  the  election  of  the 
Father,  who  predeftizuted  them  to  it,  (ver*  4,  5*)  and  of 
the  redemption  of  Chrirt,  (ver+  7.)  who  purchafed  bo:’n 
it  for  them,  and  them  for  it,  and  in  whom  they  have 
obtained  it,  (ver*  t  v,  12.) 

35,  1 6  In  rcfie&ion  therefore  on  the  grace  0/  God, 
toward  you  of  the  Gentile^  as  well  as  Jcwifb  forr,  in 
hts.chocfmg,  redeeming  and  e£fc£UtaUy  calling  you,  (v. 
4,  which  is  now  ihll  more  abundantly  manifefted 
by  its  peculiar  and  abiding  cffefks  upon  you,  I  who  have 
your  fptritual  welfare  entirely  at  heart,  greatly  rejoice 
inirtv  arid  ever  fince  I  received  an  account  of  the 
continuance  and  eminence  of  your  truft  and  hope  i:i 
the  Lord  Jcfus,  as  your  only  Head  and  Saviour,  and  of 
the  affectionate  love  that  your  faith  in  him  hats  produ¬ 
ced  to  all,  without  diftinftion,  that  bear  his  image  and 
are  his  children  begotten  of  him,  whether  they  be 
weaker  or  ftrongcr  believers,  attended  with  greater  or 
Idler  infirmities,  or  of  whatever  denomination  or  par¬ 
ty  ;  Ewer  fince,  I  fay,  I  heard  thefe  comfortnble  tidings 
of  the  faith  and  love  that  are  among  you,  and  that  abide 
with  you,  and  was  thereby  further  affured  of 

your  having  a  real  imereti  in  all  the  foromtmiGncd  be¬ 
nefits  ;  my  foul  is  filled  with  fo  much  joy  on  your  he- 

hat  f, 

NOTE. 

ptttchaJcd  &fo«rtton  of  the  fool*1*  Ttmotheus  e*mc  from  yoo  to  us,  arul  breuart 

_ _ 1  r  _ _ f  v ■ _ .  j  _*  p„ 


{1 Ttpimm*  fictr.  x.  JV- ;  it  hiving 

been  fo,  when  Chrift  obtained  eternal  re- 
<tcoptbn  by  h5*  Wood  for  us.  Hck  ix-  k> 
f  XVlui  the  apoftle  &y$ibo>ui  hi,  hear «g 
cf  their  fmtb  **4  Is  no  proof,  as  fome 
vtrald  have  rr^  that  he  had  nut  tiwn  the  *rv* 
ttnunctu  of  their  convettkm*  or  ihut  he  had 
acrer  icn  them  5  for  though  he  Ipc«ks  of 
the  Thel&Somans-  is  haMn*T  received,  the 
•■•Tpel  by  his  niwnftrr*  sftepifllc  i.  f,  9. ; 
yet  he  lijsio  iiaxc,  chap.  aii.  — x o*  **  what 


us  good  tidings  of  your  faith  and  charily 
Therefore,  beloved,  we  weir  comfort'd  over 
you,”  &c-  And  meriting  to  Phrenic.!, 
whom  he  fpeaks  of  us  owing  even  his  owa 
felf  to  him,  probably  becaufe  he  was  hit 
fpiritmi  father*  ver*  xp  he  fays,  \*-r- 

4,  J.  **  I  thank  my  find,  mafcir..^ 
mention  of  tlice  always  to  my  ^nyers, 
hearing  of  thy  lore  and  faith,  which 
haft  toward  thef^rd  Jefiis,  and  towards  u.l 
his  fainfs and  fo  tit  bcadug  of  tl^  fri'li 

abd 


Ch.  i. 


The  Epifile  to  the  Ephesians  paraphrafed.  2J9 


half,  that  *  whenever  I  make  my  lolemn  addrefles  to 
God,  especially  in  my  fecrn  retirements  every  morning 
and  evening,  as  well  as  on  other  occaGons,  public  or 
private,  I  bear  you  continually  upon  my.  heart,  which 
is  enlarged  for  you,  in  a  way  of  biefliug and  praifing God 
for  his  gr*cc  bellowed  ou  you,  and  io  a  way  of  fervent 
fupplicatiou  and  prayer,  as  particularly  remembring  and 
mentioning  you  in  my  bumble  pleas  with  him. 

,7  Th*t  the  ly  Th  u  he,  who  is  the  covenant-God  of  our  Lord 

jei^Cbrift!  ”he  J£fus  Chrift,  as  he  appointed  and  called  him  to,  and 
father  of  glory,  qualified  him  for,  mid  according  to  his  promifea  accept- 
may  gi«c  lint'*  cj  anti  rewarded  him  in  his  mediatorial  work,  as  the 

wtffem  !md 'k-  bead  and  Saviour  of  the  church  f;  who  alio  may  be 
vcLtinn,  in  the  feiled  the  Father  of  glery,  as  he  is  infinitely  glorious 
biWedL'c  of  jn  Li : rnf^li,  and  in  the  whole  fcheme  of  falvation  ;  and 

n'n>  is  the  fountain,  author  and  giver  of  all  the  glory,  that 

Chrift  him  ft  If  is  pofitUed  oi  in  his  human  nature<and 
office-capacity,  and  of  all  the  bieflednefs  and  glory, 
.that  not  only  the  angels,  but  the  faints  in  heaven  do, 
or  ever  Ihall  enjoy  in,  through  and  together  with  him  ; 
and  who  i$  to  be  eternally  admired  and  glorified  for  all 
this :  My  earned  application  to  God  under  thefe  ex¬ 
alted  and  encouraging  conceptions  of  bim  is,  that  he 
would  plcafc  to  increafe  the  free  communications  of  his 
en lightning  and  fealing  Spirit  to  lead  you  into  fur¬ 
ther  exercifes  of  faith,  love,  and  other  graces,  and  in¬ 
to  a  flill  more  dear  and  experimental  acquaintance  and 


commu- 
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tad  love  of  EpheGaii*,  as  xvcll  at  of  the 
I  htf&lonian*  Pbilnfinn,  ttoO:'  naturally 
rcUc  tv  i be  Kerning  which  he  had  cectfred 
oi*  their  (Idfilbcts,  pdfTfnnce,  tnd  in- 
ercafe  in  firth  and  love,  Gncc  he  left  them, 
and  during  ihe  fpace  «F  fo  many  yiu irs  a*  he 
had  been  abient  from  them  :  chi*  cpiille 
having  been  viTore,  seconding  to  l!:c  lowed 
ro;rputitiont  about  five  years  after  the  fatt 
time  of  hid  bring  at  Ephfir;  /  and  Ms  joy  ani 
praitc  llielr  scrount  might  be  the  great* 
ct  betaufe  he  then  Fold  them,  by  a  prophe- 
tic  fputft  of  the  dant^r  i  hey  would  tie  expo* 
Ini  to  from  e'fmjit  teachers,  which  would 
Jpringup  from  among  them,  Aftexx,  ip,  jo. 

*  Tis  not  to  be  feppo&d  that  the  apoltle 
wat  fl/w ?(  aftndty  giving  thanks,  or  pmy* 
ing  for  them  :  hue  his  not  ceafiny  to  d.f  it  in* 
Limates  the  eonftancy  of  hi;  r^c^bnncc  of 
them  in  iblcmn  prayer,  and  he  ft^enis  prin* 
cipiJly  to  refer  to  his  daily  iet  times  for  that 
duty  every  morning  and  evening,  according 
to  the  or  the  Jwt  at  the  time 

ihe  nio'iiins and  evening  Ikcrificc,  and  «t 

that  was  call'll  the  nMfipujl  burrifr^tringi 
Ex.  xxix,  41.  Gj  they  were  laid  tvjtrvt  CoJ 
; day  AiU  liml  7.  and  the 

ti.llijljfS  ill'vi  C  ult!  tf*  i.'C  t'll  iVlfl" 


pnrifiax  and  lleffint  Godt  Luke  xxiv,  %  j, 
f  Qod  the  Fitlicr  n  the  God  ef  tv  L*rd 
Jtfas  Chrift t  as  man  and  mediator,  (fee  the 
nwc  on  vcr.  3,)  and  his  bring  ftiJcd  the  Fil¬ 
ler  of  ghryt  may  be  coofidered  either  u  n 
pedbnai  character,  to  diffioguilh  him  not  on¬ 
ly  from  the  £00,  who  is  called  the  Jforg  of 

pry,  acid  the  Lord  of  £kryt  Pfal,  xxit.  to* 
and  1  Cor.  ii<  9.  but  alto  from  the  Holy 
Giro,?,  who  h  taJkij  the  ftyirit  ofgfory,  s  Pet- 
iv.  14.:  and  fo  either  of  them  pcrfomljy, 
arwl  alt«£CLher  tfl  cm  tally,  may  Iw called  the 
Godof  &foryt  Pfal,  xxix,  3*  Or  it  mvy  be 
con  ft  tiered  as  an  oKonomial  chanOcr  to  in- 
tinwtt,  that  all  oitnitmoiruivc  glory  u  fitll 
derived  from  iht  Father* 

\  Tht /pitit  of  rtvefotioa  is  not  to  be  on* 
ilerfbod  of  the  ejfrt^rdivtrry  imrm&tftt  revr* 
fotifns  that  were  peculiar  to  inspired  men ; 
For  thkfpirit  of  revelation  is  what  the  apoftle 
prays  might  be  given  to  every  member  of 
the  church,  and  fo  reUies  to  what  may  lie 
hoped  fur  in  common  by  all  true  believers, 
as  frch,  snd  is  a  revelation  peculiar  to  theta 
in  rhe  ordinary  way  of  fpecial  gracious  ilhi- 
mitnrion  to  their  fpirttuil  advantage,  which 

t^ur  bScilcd  Lord  l^okc  of  Mat,  ^u.  xj, 
ay.  aad  xxU  17.  * 
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ll  Tkc  eyes  of 
yaur  UMkdt«n^ 
lug  being  cnlight- 
cfud ;  tbit  yc 

imv  ki mw  what 

# 

is  the  hope  of  hit 
Calling*  and  whit 
the  riches  of  the 

gory  of  hk  in- 
Tiiancc  in  the 
faults* 


communion  with  him,  as  thofe  that  are  made  wife  to 
falration  5  and  that  he  would  yet  more  abundantly  (hed 
abroad  hie  love  in  your  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  (Rom, 
t.  5*)  to  give  you  the  bright  eft,  fweetelt,  and  moll  al¬ 
luring  manifeltations  of  his  love  to  your  own  fouls,  in 
your  further  knowledge  of  himfelf  in  Ch rift  +,  as  your 
own  covenant-God  and  Father,  and  in  your  growing 
and  approving  acknowledgment  of  him  ■»«) 

as  fuch. 

18  I  humbly  befeech  X  him  to  give  you  the  illumina¬ 
tion  of  bis  Spirit  in  your  hearts,  for  irradiating  the  eyes 
of  your  minds  to  fuch  an  eminent  degree,  as  that  ye 
may  know  by  daily  experience,  and  with  the  utmoll 
certainty  and  delight,  what  a  fin  cere  and  genuine  hope 
yours  is  *,  what  excellent  obje&s  it  is  pitched  upon, 
and  what  folid  never- failing  grounds  ye  have  for  that 
hope  to  which  God  has  called  you  externally  by  the 
gofpel,  and  internally  by  hts  fpecial  and  tffc&ual  grace, 
and  chat  by  fpirirual  meditations,  prclihztions,  ami  rea¬ 
lizing  views  of  faith,  ye  may  know  with  lively  fenti- 
ments,  juft,  propriety  and  great  compafs  of  thought  * 
and  may  know  for  yourfrlves,  what  is  the  true  nature 
and  tranfeendent  excellency  of  thole  invaluable  and  im- 
roenfe  t features  of  blrffrdncfs  which  God,  the  Father 
of  glory  bath  provided,  as  an  inheritance,  according  to 
bis  riches  in  glory  by  drift  Jcfus^  (Phil-  tv.  19.)  for 
holy  fouls  :  an  inheritance  which  he  has  in  the  riches 
of  his  grace  given  to  them,  as  hts  children  for  an  ever- 
Iftfting  pofTefltoa ;  which  will  make  them  exceeding  rich 
and  glorious,  and  confifts  in  the  enjoyment  of  himfelf, 
who  ts  their  portion  and  glory%  (Pf.  xvu  j*  and  1ft 
lx«  19.}  and  which  he  counts  it  bis  glory  to  bellow  up* 
011  them,  and  will  be  eminently  glorified  by  in  them, 
(2  Tbtfl  l  jo.)  whom  he  has  taken  for  his  own  in¬ 
heritance,  {Dntt.  xxxii.  9,)  and  on  whom  he  as  it 
were  fays  out  aU  his  riches  to  complete  their  felicity 
and  glory. 


N  o  T  E  & 
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f  Hi**  by  the  condraftion,  rdrtes  to  the  flan&Hg  cjrfftaW,  which  makes  it  a  ronii* 
Father  of  wtory  to  whom  the  addrefi  wai  filiation  of  the  prat  er  for  Hill  farther  cn* 
nude,  rjtltcr  than  to  Chrift,  who  U  men-  lighteoinf,  even  ntuolbtir  knoviwg  (i«r  r«  it- 
tioned  only  mcidcotal’y  to  the  foregoing  pan  ftw)  wat  it  tfe  hope  (f  tfj  ceding. 
of  the  verier  However,  to  include  bath*  J  *  it  ibmetimes  pur  for  it- 

have  coafulovd  it  u  the  knowledge  of  Qod  felf,  Rom.  v*  4,  f,  and  jlv.  ij.  at  other 
in  Qirift,  times,  for  tkc  ubjeCt  of  it*  Oil  L  a Tit. 

t  'ilw  firmer  part  of  thric  rands  (jriftok-  ii*  1 3,  and  at  others,  tor  rhe  gmwtls  of  hope, 
trjuvvf  nw- rw*  fwvmr  vp.£**)  he\tt§  Ezra  ^  jer*  xviii*  11*  Lam,  iiL  £9*  ani 
the  tiuttjaiivt  cate  after  the  vefbjuvr(JW)  vcr.  fcom,  iv.  ig#  firft  chuis  ;  aud  perhaps, 

1  t-  i*  jppatcntly  governed and  fo, wiib  thefe  ftnfes  n.ay  be  fitly  ciiough  taken  j.j 
applying  that  verb,  might  he  more  gramma-  here,  though  the  t*o  laft  fe cm  to  U  priu* 
tkally  rendered  4 hat  he  would  give  cipalty  muiidcdt 

eyes  tf  y%tr  mxdt  or  of  year  Mttdcr* 
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Ip  And  what 
11  the  exceeding 
grcitncft  of  his 
power  to  ra-  ward 
who  believe,  ac* 
cording  to  the 
imrkiug  of  bis 
mighty  power; 

10  Which  he 
nought  in 
Guilt,  when  he 
r/fad  him  from 
tbc  dead,  and 
fet  him  11  his  own 
fight  hand  in  the 
liven  ly  fine  ft. 


19,  so  My  bean’s  delire  and  prayer  to  God  for  alt 
thefe  comfortable,  edifying,  and  confirming  manifefta- 
lions  of  his  Spirit  is*  that  ye  may  not  only  have  the 
moft  dcftrableiuGght  into  the  exceeding  riches  of  his 
grace  toward  yon  >  but  may  liltewife  underftand  and 
con  fide  r,  for  your  further  encouragement  and  joy,  wbat 
is  the  fuper-abundant,  tranfeendent,  all- conquering 
greatoefs  of  his  power,  which  he  has  already  exerted  itfelf 
our  favour  whether  we  be  Jews  or  Gentiles  *,  by  its 
working  faith  in  us,  as  be  then  jnfufed  a  vital  principle 
into  our  dead  fouls,  and  etFc&ually  fubdued  all  the 
power  which  Satan  and  this  world  bad  over  us,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  corrupt  inclinations  and  defires  of  the  flrih 
and  of  the  mind,  and  the  prejudices  and  enmity  c-f  our 
hearts,  all  which  united  their  utmoft  efforts  afpiiuA  God, 
and  again  ft  his  work  upon  us,  {chap.  ii.  1,  2,  3.)  And 
X  pray  that  ye  may  know  the  greatnefs  of  his  power, 
which  is  continually  employed  for  our  fafe-dt-fenct*, 
fupport  and  preservation  through  all  dangers  and  difficul¬ 
ties  here,  (t  Pet.  i.  ;,)  and  will  be  glorioully  difplayed 
in  railing  ns  up,' body  as  well  as  foul,  to  a  ftate  of  com¬ 
plete  bleflednefe  hereafter ;  as  dFefted  according  to  the 
fame  energy  of  the  power  of  bis  might,  which  he  ef- 
fe&ually  exerted  in  Chrrft  himfejf,  the  Head  of  the 
church,  when  by  his  almighty  power,  as  well  as  in  a 
way  of  juft  ice,  he,  looted  the  bands  and  raj  fed  him  up 
in  his  public  capacity,  as  a  triumphant  conqueror  over 
death  and  all  the  powers  of  darknefs,  {ABs.  ii.  24.)  ; 
and  when  in  coDfequenoe  of  his  refurreftion,  God,  by 
the  fame  omnipotent  arm,  exalted  him  in  his  human 
nature,  to  a  Rate  of  all  poffible  blefleclnefs,  majefty, 
and  glory,  and  to  a  quiet  everlafting  poffeffion  of  alt 
royal  dignities  and  delights  in  the  higheft  b raven,  and 
in  things  that  pertain  to  his  heavenly  kingdom,  as  the 


N  O 

*  The  apoftle  here  briny*  in  Unfit f  and 
hi*  Jcwjb  brethren,  to  Ihew  that  his  love  was 
iwt  confined  in  this  excellent  prayer  to  Gat~ 
id r  bctimn  ;  and  very  probably,  when  he 
raise  to  ipcik  of  the  exceeding  rreaiefjs  of 

Goa's  paver  Anvar J  them,  be  rmeclcd  on  that 
which  w^s  lb  remarkably  exerted  in  his  own 
crmrerfion,  Afti  lx*  j— p;  and  Jo  to  tu-werd 
it ‘ba  befieve,  anew  ding  to  She  n/wking  if  his 
m£bty  jMw,  &c*  rcUci  tot  he  jnighiy  power 
lhat  was  put  forth  far  the  working  of  ia»th 
it&lf  in  their  hearts  at  their  firft  cooverfion, 
u  wtU  In  its  Jiib&quent  ads  toward  them 
till  they  (bouid  be  brought  fife  to  j{hry : 
And  that  it,  at  lead,  inrtiides,  a  reference 
id  the  £rft  «(irk  of  heart  ^tunging 

may  be  gather'd  from  the  apoftl?*  (peaking 


re* 

T  E, 

of  it  in  the  next  word*,  u  a  power  of  the 

like  kind  with  that  -which  wrought  in  Qbrifi 
when  Gad  rdfed  bim  from  the  da id\  and  ia 
Correfpon  donee  thereunto  Vis  called  in  lb  me 
following  veries*  chav*  it,  i,  5*  God’s  d ttkk~ 
mng  them  that  uteri  derd  in  trcfp&jfrt  ank  Jffa j, 
and  qtdikmng  them  together  u rith  Chrtfi,  and 
n  afterwards  called t  vcft  10,  hh  trailing  them 
in  Cbrifi  unto  good  verbs,  which  carries  the 
highdl  idea  of  divine  power  shat  is  knowa 
in  ill  th«.  works  of  nature;  and  In  that  pa¬ 
rallel  epifllc,  CoL  iL  n,  n,  it  ii  called  ihe’r 
being  rifin  -with  Cbrijt  through  the  fmh  of  th 
operation  of  Gad,  vrh&  raifed  him  from  the 
iead\  and  their  bring  qwtkf  u’J  fagtfkrr  vkh 
himt  as  thofe  that  were  dead  rw  their  fins ^  find 
f*  fht  uutircvtnsfon  oj  their fejh. 
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u  Far  ibow 

all  principally, 
and  power,  and 
night,  and  do- 
mtojofft  and  m* 
17  aamc  that  11 
auncd}  not  only 

ia  thb  world*  bat 

ilfok  that  which 

ia  to  come  : 


at  And  b*th 

put  ill  things  un¬ 
der  his  feet,  and 
pn  him  the 
head  Over  all 
things  to  the 
church. 


reward  of  bis  fuffc rings,  after  be  had  by  himfelf  purged 
our  fins,  {ffeh.  i,  3.)  which  may  be  called  in  meta¬ 
phorical  terms,  God  the  Father  fetting  him  at  his  own 
right  band  in  token  of  the  higbeft  approbation  and 
honour. 

2 1  He  baa  herein  advanced  bim  far  above  all  crea¬ 
tures  whatfoever  in  place  and  dignity,  and  with  fuch 
fnpremacy  and  rule  over  even  the  greateft,  as  well  as 
the  leaf!  of  them,  as  furpaflts  all  thought  and  expref* 
fion  ;  he  has  inverted  him  with  uncontrol  able  authority 
and  dominion  over  all  demons  and  their  chief  in  hell, 
and  overall  ranks  and  orders  of  angeh  in  heaven,  (Co/. 
ii.  if.  See  Heh.  1.  6,  14.)  *  and  over  all  the  princes 
and  potentates,  nobles,  powers,  and  magjftrates  on 
earth,  and  over  every  per fon,  dignity,  or  authority  of 
■what  chara filer  foever,  that  is  or  can  be  ever  known  or 
mentioned,  not  only  in  this  prelent  world,  but  likewife 
in  that  which  is  future  to  Us  even  in  theheavenly  world, 
where  he  reigns  in  all  his  glory,  angels  and  authorities 
and  pouters  being  made  fuhjeCt  to  hinty  (1  Pet.  iil.  2a.) 
at  vihofe  name  every  knee Jbafi  bras  of  things  in  he  Alien  y 
and  things  isi  earth,  and  things  under  the  earthy  in  token 
of  their  homage  and  fubjefilion  to  him,  {Phil,  ii.  10.} 

22  And  as  the  mod  abfolute  victory  and  power  over 
enemies  is  fignified  by  their  being  pat  under  the  con¬ 
queror's  feet,  {Jofb.  x.  23,  24.)  fo  God  the  Father,  in 
that  universal  lordihip  which  he  has  given  to  Chrirt  o- 
ver  all  creatures,  has  placed  all  his  enemies  in  a  (late 
of  fubjefition  to  hint,  that  he  may  hare  them  entirely 
under  his  own  power,  and  may  reign  as  a  rightful  con¬ 
queror  over  them  f>  in  fuch  a  way  as  he  fees  fit  till  all  their 
oppofitioti  to  him,  his  people  and  caufe,  (hail  be  entirely 

defeated. 


N  °  ' 

*  PrindpaMtt  end  pomn  art  appiy'd  to 
J ZW&  Qn$th,  thap.  HL  jo;  to  « mV  Mgds, 
chap.  vi.  u,  and  to  nn,  Luke  xii.  n, 
where  the  JaiM  words  met 

arc  uW,  as  here*  and  fo  they  arc  tAnjldtnl 
with  refemet  to  (Tiliis  Sii.  i.;  .and  as 
the  apoftle  here  fpttki  of  thofe  that  arc  mt 
evijirf  tUi  wrW,  but  aiftt  mb  that  which  h  io 
he  by  jaft  oonftrnfkion  includes  them 
all,  and  intimates  that  there  are  different 
ranks,  orders,  and  degrees  of  government 
and  fobordinatiDn  among  the  holy  spgek, 
and  evil  fpiriu,  in  the  future  inrlCble  (late, 
a#  well  as  among  men  in  the  present  dUbte 
world ;  and  that  Cbrift  is  far  exalted  above 
them  all,  even  the  Mghcft  of  them,  under 
what  names  or  titles  foever  they  may  be  dii- 
ringutftied*  See  Di  CJwJim  on  the  platc^ 
Tolv  I  Sermon  p. 


E  S. 

f  TW  iht  faints,  as  well  as  alt  other 
creature*,  arc  certainly  under  Chrifr^  Lord* 
Jhip  and  dominion,  and  ia  that  fenfe  arc  in¬ 
ducted  in  the  AH  Thciigi  that  arc  put  vzder 
biffctii  according  to  (he  wideft  fenfe  of  that 
cxprdHon,  as  we  have  it  i  C^r,  xv.  if,  a Ct 
:j,  and  Hcb,  iL  8*  T<t  *£  in  the  CwFmtui- 
9n$  *ris  mention'd  with  u  fpecial  reference  to 
Jabdmng  and  dtjircyxg  all  his  ccewiej,  fo  in 
the  application  of  this  pdTige  here,  it  far ts 
to  be  ftUl  more  confin'd  to  that  vrw ;  be- 
cauie  Glmft’s  univcrul  empire  over  all  thing!: 
had  been  flroagly  exprdTed  in  the  verle  be¬ 
fore,  and  then,  in  the  ncxtrcric  after,  the 
church  is  fpaken  of  as  fcj  body  in  d&in&un 
from  dl  list  art  put  it nitr  Hi  /iff,  and 

he  is  laid  to  be  head  over  all  things  to  ti* 
or  for  ibeir  good- 


Ch.  j. 
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* 


*3  Which  U 
Uh  body,  thcfol- 
iu-G  of  him  that 
ttkih  all  id  alt. 


defeated*  and  rhcy  be  atl  a£hially  fubdued  under  him, 
trampled  on  as  his  footftool,and  finally  dcflrgyed  by  him, 

{P/aL  cx«  and  i  Cor,  xv,  25,  26.}  And  as  the  chief 
glory  and  delight  of  the  mediator  lyes  in  his  having 
power  over  allfiejb T  that  he  may  give  eternal  life  to  as  ma¬ 
ny  as  the  Father  hath  given  him%  (John  xvii,  ?.}  foGotl 
in  his  infinite  love  to  him  and  them,  and  in  the  righ¬ 
teous  and  honourable  recom pence  of  his  fufferings  and 
death  for  them,  has  given  him  abfulute  and  aniverfat 
dominion  in  the  kingdom  of  providence*  as  well  as  of 
grace,  over  all  perfons  and  things,  with  this  ultimate 
view  and  defign  f,  that  he  may  manage,  over-rule,  re- 
flraiu*  order,  and  ifluc  all  events  for  the  fpi  ritual  and 
eternal  benrfic  of  the  catholic  invisible  church,  inclu- 
fm*  of  every  true  believer;  and  for  the  prefer  van  on 
of  the  vifible  church,  that  it  may  never  be  rooted  oat 
of  the  world:  Yea,  over  and  above  all  the  fore-  mentioned 
donations,  God  has  added  this,  as  the  hrghdt  andmoft 
eminent  gift  of  his  love  to  him  and  to  his  church,  that 
he,  who  is  Lord  of  all,  fbould  be  in  the  dearelt,  moil 
intimate  and  peculiar  relation,  not  only  ahead  guid¬ 
ance  and  government,  but  alfo  of  Hfc  and  influence* 
and  of  tender  care  and  protection  to  the  whole,  and  e- 
very  true  member  of  it,  which  ft  and  in  as  near  and 
vital  union  with  him,  and  have  as  elfcftual  communi¬ 
cation  for  aftivity*  growth  and  ftrength  from  him,  as 
the  natural  body  has  from  its  head* 

23  And  which,  taken  all* together,  are  bis  myftical 
body,  and  under  that  notion  of  them  are  his  relative 

fulnefe,  fo  that  if  anyone,  even  the  lea  ft  member  of  them, 
were  wanting,  he,  as  their  head,  would  be  incomplete, 
tho'  in  himfelf  he  is  infinitely  perfect,  and  has  no  need  of 
them,  but  is  the  fund  of  all  their  fupplies,  as  out  of  his 
fulnefs  they  all  receive  grace  for  grace*  (John  i*  16.) 
He  fills  all  his  members  with  his  (pint,  and  with  the 
gifts  and  graces  of  every  kind,  which  any  of  them 
have,  orare  found  among  them  all,  that  by  means  of 
his  word,  officers  and  ordinances,  which  he  alfo  fills 
with  a  divine  energy,  they  may  be  filled  with  the  fruits  of 
righteoufmfSy  (Phil.  i.  ri,)  and  grow  up  in  atl  things 

into 


NOTE. 


+  This  apparently  relate*,  rot  to  rJit  *ri-  dcr  it  abut  a Uf  may  rebte  either  tn‘ Air  Leri* 
coefttiuUim  of  Quid’*  head  (hip  in  the  flap  over  ali  things  ia  general  for  the  good  of 
far*  of  eternity,  but  to  Ms  iavtiUturt  the  chLrdi;  or  Lo  his  p  c*Jiar  btwiftip  to  the 

ftUI  po*er  for  completely  c*ecniliii|t  it*  church  itfcffT  as  the  cbitf  vie*  and  final  up- 
jjrcit  dcfjjjn,  as  all  the  preceding  ir.iHncc*  of  II tor  nf  G^I’s  irtrrt  or.  in  the  foregoing  Acp$ 
his  eulu;ion  do,  in  cuHfequtncc  of  hi.s  re*  of  GhriiVs  adv^ncuriH'Dl,  which  ctc  mentiou- 
furrection  from  die  dead,  and  lit*  aiernfion  cd  in  abcauitut  grethtjon,  till  they  reach 
t;»  heaven  :  And  God’*  ghx*g  Mm  to  hr  beei  unto,  aivl  ifTu^  m  tM*  h3gh til  and  mofttmir 
(■*■£  mla)  ever  all  or  as  fomc  rcu-  nt;i»c  imuncc  otic. 
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into  him  who  is  the  head,  till  they  come  to  a  ptrfeSl  mm, 
to  the  meafitre  ef  the  Jlature  ef  the  fulnefs  of  Cbrifi, 
(EpbeC  iv.  lo,  13,  15.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  free  and  fovcrcign  is  the  grace  of  Cod  !  He  from  all  etonity  lias  chttfrn 
me*  rather  than  others,  to  be  Tons  and  heirs  of  glory*  .not  from  any  forefetn 
goodnefs  in  them,  but  merely  from  the  good  pleafore  of  his  wit),  who  dude  them 

love  to  him,  as  the  means  of  their 


are 

in 


with  an  ipimuai  ana  neavemy  Hcmngs,  anc  accepted  m  me  nciovtu, 

whom  they  have  the  furgiveunefs  of  (ins,  and  obtain  the  inheritanceof  ctcm.il 
life,  according  to  the  riches,  and  to  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  hi*  grace.  This  is 
difcovered  to  them  in  thegolpel*  bv  means  of  which  God  abounds  toward  them 


brought 


eat 


and  important  things.  O  wondrous  grace,  that  tins  gofpel  ftiould  be  brought, 
and  made  effectual  to  Gentile  tinners !  O  happy  fouls,  that  are  enabled  to  tmlt 
in  Chrift  for  themfclves,  and  are  fealed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promife  to  the  day 
of  redemption  )  How  fiiould  all  this  engage  the  faints  and  faithful  In  thrift  Je~ 
fus  to  glorify  God  for  the  riches  of  his  grace  toward  them  1  And  as  the  Father, 
Son,  and  Spirit,  bear  their  peculiar  parts  in  their  felvaiion,  bow  ihoyld  they 
abound  in  paying  the  honours  that  belong  to  them  refpeflively,  for  electing,  re¬ 
deeming,  and  waling  love,  and  wait,  with  faith  and  hope*  in  a  coorfe  of  holy  o- 
bedience,  for  the  perfecting  of  their  final  redemption  I  With  what  gratitude 
and  joy  ihould  we  bids  God  for  the  faith  and  love  which  he  has  wrought  in  uur 
fouls ;  for  the  hope,  to  which  he  has  called  ns *  and  for  the  exceeding  greatnds 
of  his  almighty  power,  like  that  whereby  Chrift  hi  mfclf  was  rai  fed  from  the  dead* 
which  has  been,  is,  and  fo  all  (till  further  be  exerted,  to  the  fafration  of  every 
one  that  believes  i  How  eameft  ihould  we  be  in  our  prayers,  that  God  would 
give  dg  yet  more  and  more  of  the  Spirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation  of  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  himfdf,  and  would  itill  farther  enlighten  the  eyes  of  our  ufidtrftandingv, 
that  wc  may  experimentally  know  what  great  and  glorious  things  He  has  done  and 
provided  for  us !  And  with  what  honour  Ihould  we  think  of  Chrift !  In  Him  be¬ 
lievers  were  chofen,  and  have  redemption  through  his  Wood,  and  are  fealed  with 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  promife:  In  Him  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth  are  gathered 
into  one,  that  angels  and  feints,  whether  Jews  or  Gentiles,  might  behrmigl.t 
into  a  ftate  of  mutual  friend ihip,  harmony,  and  peace.  He  is  now  afeeoded  in 
our  nature,  in  which  he  rofe  from  the  dead,  to  the  higheft  heaven,  and  is  en¬ 
throned  in  glory  at  the  Father's  right  hand,  infinitely  above  all  orders  of  angels, 
and  every  created  power  and  dignity  that  can  be  imagined  in  heaven  and  earth ; 
and  has  an  univerfel  empire  and  dominion  in  the  kingdom  of  providence  and  grace, 
that  ail  things  might  be  managed,  in  a  fubferviency  to  bis  own  and  bis  Father's 
glory,  for  the  confufion  and  deftruftion  of  all  his  enemies,  amf  for  the  preferra* 
tion  and  everlafting  welfare  of  his  church :  He  is  their  Head,  and  they  are  hi* 
myftical  body,  every  member  of  which  is  fo  near  and  dear  to  him,  that  he  would 
count  it  an  abatement  of  his  own  relative  folncfe,  were  he  to  lofe  any  one  o! 
them  :  But  what  a  glorious  Head  or  conftant  communication  is  our  blcfled  Lord, 
that  they  may  be  filled,  in  bis  time  and  way,  with  all  the  fulucls  of  God  1 


lj  mumm  ■ - ^ ^  _-±- 

* 

C  H  A  P.  IL 

The  apoftle  fill  farther  to  magnify  the  riches  ef  Cod’s  free  grace  to¬ 
ward  the  Ephefuns,  reprejents  tbtir  deplorable  fate  by  nature 
whether  they  were  Gentiles  or  Jews,  I, — 3.  Shews  vr hat  a  bapp 
change  dtviat  grace  had  made  upon  it,,  4, — 10.  And  to  enhance  hi 

graa 
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grace%  efpechttiy  toward  the  Gentile  part  ampng  themt  he  calls  upon 
them  to  repeat  upon  their  firmer  Jiate  of  beathenifm^  and  the  exceed- 
ing  great  prwileges  and  bleffmgs  which  they  were  brought  into  by  the 
gofpeU  equally  with  the  believing  Jews,  as  one  body  with  thcmf 


it, — 22* 


Text*  Paraphrase* 

AN®  A  S  God,  by  the  exceeding  greatnels  of  his  poweT, 

whowercdadin  {chap*  h  20.)  raifed  the  crucified  body  of  Chnlt 
ucfpaflu  *u&  from  the  dead,  and  that  as  a  public  peifon  \  fo  by  an 
lt  *'  operation  of  the  fame  almighty  power  toward  them  who 

believe,  (chap,  i.  \g  *)  he  bad  alfo  railed  you  up  to  a 
life  of  juftihearion  from  the  guilt  of  fin  and  condemna¬ 
tion  of  the  law,  45  having  forgiven  you  all  trefpafles  » 
and  has  quickened  you  to  a  life  of  holinefs  in  the  reno¬ 
vation  of  your  nature,  as  having  delivered  you  fro«n  th« 
power  of  fin,  whereby  ye  were  alienated  from  the  life 
of  Codf  (ch^p*  iv.  18*)  that  he  might  fit' you  for  living 
to  him  here,  and  for  an  eternal  life  in  the  enjoyment 
of  him  hereafter;  He  has  thus  quick ned  even  tbofe  of 

Jou,  who  were  tinners  of  the  Gentiles^  as.  well  as  other 
dieters,  and  who,  during  your  unconverted  (fate,  were 
dead  men,  not  indeed  by  aphyfical  or  natural  death  of 
the  foul,  which  U  immortal,  or  of  the  animal,  or  ci¬ 
vil  life,  which  (till  fubfifts  though  mortal  ;  but  in  a  Je* 
gal  and  moral  or  fpiritual  fenfe,  with  refpe£fc  to  the  fa¬ 
vour  and  image  of  God,  as  perfons  that  were  dead  ia 
law,  for  your  rranfgre&ons  ff  and  had  received  iunu- 

tnerabic 

NOTES. 

*  This  wfe  is  improperly  cut  off  from  Gmft  their  Head*  as  they  in  confnirrHy  lo 
:  firft  duplex  aoH  nwletbe  beginning  of  him,  and  together  with  him*  are  qtiickeotd 


the  firft  duplex  aoH  made  t  be  beginning  of 
ihe&cond;  for  neither  be  tas  4idetet/tdy  oar 
jay  other  noipiarive  cafe  ana  verb,  are  io 
dr  Greet .  Thefble  the  it  fore  U  tj>  be  Ap¬ 
plied  by  ibmething  that  watt  before,  is  it  3s 
jttet  ward^  exprci&[|t  rer.  5. ;  ind  the  feven 
Ml  YCrtei  of  thfs  chapter,  and  fb  on  to  ter* 
>0.  are  a  coutimutiou  of  the  argument 
which  rheapoftk  had  hr;;u»atthe  ipth  and 
ic:h  verfes  of  the  preceding  chapter*  There 
it  bad  fpokc  of  God's  working  in  the  Epkr- 
by  11  au  curcdiitf  jneatfceft  of  power, 
44  according  to  the  working  of  his  mighty 
**  power  v/hit-h  he  wrought  in  Chrift,  when 
**  he  iaifc.1  him  f:tn*j  the  dead,  and  fet  him 
u  at  his  own  tight  hand  in  the  hcnrcnlv 
<£  places  i”  upon  the  mentioning  of  wliicb, 
be,  in  the  fa  tad  s  and  fervour  of  hit  heart* 
rues  into  a  flow  of  l  bright*  about  the  height 
ibid  glory  of  Chrift's  exaltation  in  the  three 
following  vet  ten;  then  in  the  beginning  of 
this  chzprcr  he  re-alftiiiih  the  thread  ot  his 
dileuaru,  and  gira  the  rcJdmon  or 
counter- part  of  what  was  do cx  in  believers, 
correspondent  to  what  had  b*en  done  in 
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from  t!ir  death  of  fin,  and  H  railed  up  tojf* 
“  (her,  and  made  to  fit  together  in  heavenly 
**  plac.i  in  Ctuift.”  And  LhotigU.  in  the  firlt 
and  fecund  verfes,  the  apoifcle  fpeiks  molt 
immediately  of  the  OVu/ifr  part  among  the 
EfbtpAhit  yet  to  fbcw  ihar  whit  he  here 
fays  about  their  being  dead  in  tin  was  not 
peculiar  to  them*  but  common  to^!l  per/lrn*, 
JzVf-i  as  well  ti  GtaiUc it  it?  crate 

(late,  he  in  the  third  and  frith  verfo  ipaik* 
of  the  Jewty  including  himJelf*  as  having 
been  **  by  nature  the  children  *  f  wrath,  evth 
u  as  others:'"  (fee  the  ftrond  note  on  cuup*  j. 
3,)  and  as  diiid  in  jjss  before*  (dee  the  vote 
on  1. tike  ix-  €0*} 

|  Itotb  ndb  of  death  and  life  may 
fcc  here  included,  fmee  the  Jwr,  as  well  a  i 
Grcfi’cf,  are  fpnkrn  of  as  can/ then  *f  wra/e, 
which  relates  to  a  %-if  death  \  and  a?  railM 
from  tlwt  fort  df  dea'U  in  u-dikh  they  -walk* 
cJ  hi  y?Ai,  and  U  the  lijti  of  their  pip, 

which  rvUft*s  to  a  fplriiuai  or  wiwu/  f!ta:h, 

vcr+  1,  3.;  <T.d  as  bus  L-cn  observed* 

(leetuti  p.Tufk^U  Ji£p*  L  ChriiVa 


lifing 
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i  Wherein  in 
time  pafliyc  walk¬ 
ed  according  to 
the  oourii.-  of  this 
world,  according 
to  the  prince  of 
the  paper  of  the 
air,the  fpirit  that 
now  workelh  in 
the  child  ret]  of 
di/obcdicnce* 


merable  mortal  wounds  by  fin  to  the  extinguiftiing  of 
the  life  of  God  in  you,  and  fo,  like  perfous  {tabbed 
through  and  through  to  death,  were  killed  as  it  were 
jover  amt  over  again,  not  by  one  fin  only,  but  by  many, 

original  and  a&ual  fins*  and  by  a  mtakitude  of  all  forts 
of  offences  and  errors  (  rotC  trapx^T-v^nci  mat  raff  OjcapTMtc)  in 

heart  and  life,  which  rendered  you  eitrecnely  mi fe ta¬ 
ble  and  odious,  and  utterly  incapable,  like  perfons  cor* 
porally  dead/  of  reviving  again  by  any  power  of  your 
own:  or  of  living*  breathing,  moving,  and  a£ting  in 
afpiritual  manner  toward  God;  or  of having  any  com* 
fumble  communion  with  him,  while  ye,  though  dead 
in  fin  God~ward,  were  not  only  alive,  but  lively  and 
active  in  all  manner  of  tranfgrdlioos  againft  him  and 

bis  law* 

2  In  which  Ons  (**ft*r)  as  being  ftrongly  addi&ed  to 
them,  and  taking  plea fu re  in  them,  ye  formerly,  in  the 
days  ofyeur  heathenifm  and  un  regent  racy,  cem dandy, 
freely,  and  progreflWely,  moved  and  a&ed,  under  one 

form  or  another  of  rhem,  like  perfons  that  walked  about 

in  them,  and  willingly  ran  with  the  11  ream  , 

according  ro  the  prefect  corrupt  age  *,  faftiion,  and 
cuftom  of  rhts  evil  world,  which  lyes  in  wtekedne/sy 
(i  John  y,  19*}  according  to  the  will  and  defire,  mill* 
gat  ion  and  rule  of  the  devil  as  your  prince,  who  i$  al¬ 
io  the  chief  of  the  infernal  powers,  that  are  united  as 
a  body  of  mighty  force  into  one  kingdom  under  him, 
rhe  feat  of  whofe  dominion  is  in  the  air,  where  on  tome 
occafions  he  raifes  ftorros  and  tempefts,  (Joku  19*)  and 
makes  vifionary  aerial  reprefentations,  (fee  the  para* 
phrafe  on  Luke  iv.  5.);  and  where  be  and  his  diabolical 
emiffbrira  are  com  in  u  ally  rovtng*about  this  lower  world* 
(l  Pet .  v>  8.)  Ye  walked,  I  fay*  according  to  the  dic¬ 
rates  of  this  prince  of  darknefc,  who  is  alfo  (tiled  the 
god  of  this  world,  (a  Cor*  iv*  4+)  f,  and  is  the  chief 

ruler 


H  o  t  E  s. 

rifing  iu  a  public  cl  iraftir,  which  tbrs  an*  (<  of  the  power  of  the  air,*  but  Itfcrwife 
fwers  to,  may  be  umLHIood,  not  only  of  his  (i  the  ponce  of  the  fpirit  that  work*  in  the 
body’s  beiao  quick'tati  and  ratted  from  the  w  children  of  difotwdienre."  Cttiltlnen  *tl 
grave,  bur  like  wife  of  his  S/charr*)  as  the  difabcdicnce  is  an  Hchrtufm  for  drfohtiteet  ptr* 
iurtiy  of  hU  people,  fnjm  the  guilt  and  pu^  font*  at  hew  and  in  chip.  v-  an d,  per* 
nkhirienr  cf  their  fnu.  haps,  may  mean  thole  that  arc  mod  noov 

*  The  word  rendered  th/c&trfe  (rav  ^«ia)  Mlf  fo,  a;  the  font  of  Be  fail  nUy  doe** 
fbmcrioic*  Jignifics  the  rtgr,  and  denotes  the.  And  the  “  (pint  which  wrks  in  the  cfcil- 
corrupt  (tere  and  cnnditiofc  of  men  in  this  **  dren  of  difoficdieoce,1*  may  mean  either 
'world,  a*  in  %  Cor*  i*,  4.  Vd  GaiT  U  4.  +  thofe  dement  or  euit  that  *£t  tiinWr 

t  As  theft  words  lye  in  tin  Greet,  the  ex-  him  as  their  chid,  (fee.  the  note  on  chap,  i. 
aft  confirmation  Is,  4*  the  prince  of  (hepow-  *r-)  and  are  fpokcu  of  in  the  Jfrgi tfar  DUm- 
u  er  of  the  air,  of  the  fpirh  which  now  ber*  beesufo  they  arc  (me  in  their  detijjD  and 
“  works  {7*  xnvptrrtr  ru  m  vupyvrlav}  in  influence,  tho*  in  iheiufolvcs  at as  rha: 
**  the  children  of  disobedience;**  and  lb  the  ftpnr  of  eril  fpirits  which  poflefled  the  Cj- 
4^il  i*  ipoken  of,  not  only  as  tic  «  prince  dsrac ±  it  fttraintes  fpokca  of  in  the  /*r<* 


Ch.  ii. 


3  Among  whom 

alio  vrc  all  had 
our  converfatfon 
in  tin«  pad,  In 
the  lufh*  of  onr 
Aefh ,  fulfilling 
the  define  of  the 
fldbi  tod  of  th? 
mifld  ;  and  were 
by  nature  the 
thilditnofvntb, 
**eo  <£  others. 
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ruler  of  chofc  foul  fpirits,  by  which,  as  by  joint-con¬ 
currence*  he  works  in  the  beam  of  them  that  obey  not 
the  gofpd,  and  is  the  exciter  and  manager  of  that  ma¬ 
lignant  fplrit  which  evidently  works  in  thefc  funs  of 
contumacy  and  unbelief,  £*•  r«< viho  at 
this  very  day  addift  themfeives  to  all  iniquity. 

3  Among  which  children  of  difobedience  (=*  **r)  all 
of  us,  as  perfons  of  the  fame  depraved  fpirit  and  tem¬ 
per,  way,  and  walk,  in  the  days  of  our  unregentrucy  *» 
even  we  Jews,  as  well  as  the  Gentiles*  continually  mo¬ 
ved,  lived  and  afted,  as  I  myfeH  particularly  did,  while 
I  was  a  proud  Hiarifee,  persecutor,  and  bhfphemer ;  .md 
we  were  led  away  with  divers  lufis  and  plea  fares* 
\z  Tim *  tii,  6 *)  fometimes  feekmg  to  fatisiy  on^>  and  ac 
other  times  another  of  them,  fitch  ns  the  htjl ef  the /*;/&, 
the  lujt  of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  cf  life,  (i  John  ii.  ifi.) : 
Under  the  power  of  thofe  evil  propen/ions  and  work¬ 
ings  of  corrupt  nature,  which  may  be  called  ourfefltt 
as  it  is  conveyed  to  us  by  fiefhly  generations,  and  is  in¬ 
herent  in  us,  we  then  walked  according  to  the  dictates 
and  inclinations  of  the  body  of  fin,  gratifying,  a£Hnfj 
over,  and  indulging  the  irregular  de fires  and  appetites 
of  the  animal  body  in  ail  its  member^  which  arc  bru¬ 
tal  +|  and  of  the  foul  in  all  its  powers  and  faculties* 
and  particularly  in  its  wifhes  and  contrivances,  which 
are  diabolical ;  we  therein  freely  confeutcd  and  yield¬ 
ed  to  them,  and  chofe  them ;  And  in  opposition  to 
what  the  carnal  Jevts  boaft  of  their  privileges  by  birth 
as  the  feed  of  Abraham,  {Mat*  iii.  9*  and  John  viii*  33# 
39.)  and  in  diftinftion  from  the  actual  fms  that  any* 
whether  Jevts  or  Gentiles,  have  been  guilty  of  by  imi¬ 
tation 


NOTE  S* 


fcr,  and  foretimes  in  the  pktrat  number, 
Mark  u  7> — $  3.  and  Lake  viti.  iS,' — 33. :  or 
ve  may  tuidcrfland  it  of  char  y^iYi/ 

«r  temper  in  fiftmTs  which  the  devil  if  the  au¬ 
thor  of*  (Sec  Zaach  and  Dr*  Gctdvia  on 
ttfirpitcet  and  Mr*  J&frp h  MtdFs  DsatriW, 
Yak  I.  pag,  30,  Ac*  of  his  worts*) 

*  As  in  ihrepiftle  to  the  the  a- 

pnfife  proved  firft  ihst  the  firufrfer,  and  thru 
lhat  the  JfTPi  wrf  ait  under  jiet  infomueh 
that  they  were  00  her  ter  than  thoic,  Rom* 
iii,  p*  ;  and  did  this  to  (hew  the  nectflily  of 
juft  tfi cat  ton  and  falvation  merely  by^grioe  for 
one,  as  well  as  the  other 3  fn  berfc,  tint  he 
might  magnify  the  exceeding  riches  of  the 
£'$tt  of  God  to  Hoth  thefc  tms  of  people, 
behaving  flic wn  in  the  two  firft  verfes  that 
the  G entok}  were  in  the  mnft  rfqiVjwbtc  cir- 
fumftauces  of  Go  and  mifery,  goes  an  in  this 
Ttrfc  to  ihew  the  like  concerning  the  J n«, 

B  b 


Including  himfelf,  before  they  wefetfTrfhiaU 
ly edied?  and  exatfiy  parcel  to  th:s,  he 
with  the  like  view  of  kim&lf  *md  Tt-* 

tnst  who  were  Jew,  (Tit,  ill  4,  y/j;  and 

the  2  port!  t  fVier,  wr.ti-VT  10  ihe  fcfliiCi  cd 

JiTOf,  and  purtiiu;  hln;fclf  in,  (peaks  kil&ti 
ninnntr,  1  Prur  tv*  3* 

f  FUJb  in  the  foTugfttp-E  rkiufc  rentes  tv 
the  Tybalt  mast)  a:iti  ih  li-iiii.'ies  ir.c  w*;  pthn 
of  human  irrt»ovt  as  iu  m-ny  ^h'-r  place'-  of 
feripture,  (fee the  note  on  Rom*  vr.  5-)  "r-I 
U  DppoN.d  to  the  fjilrirojl  and  holy  pikicf- 
pleT  which  is  czi!cd  J  l'I  *?+if  (*  h  -iwrf  iu  rhein 
that  have  dope:!  the  c^rri^iniu  \s;i:di 
in  the  vrorli  lisil,  (i  Rctct  i,  4*' 

here  firjit  nMnifei'ly  tkf  ;ir<l  is 

uppoud  tt?  rhcleLilof  man,  to  fhew  tlvjr 
lolls  of  corrupt  rstut  ?  lp:cAdrCt:ro*.i£li  bo:jy 
itod  fo^?,  ar>d  r^e  r.Afd  hy  httii*  liltf 

on  a  Co*.  % 


389 


4  Hut  God, 
mho  it .  rich  in 
merer*  for  ltls 
grot  love  whete- 
irifh  lie  loved  iif. 


Evm  when 
We 
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b 

tarion  and  euftom  *,  we,  all  of  us  uni«r&l]f  bprca- 
fon  of  original  corruption,  which  contains  the  feeds  of 
a}]  iniquity*  and  is  interwoven  with  our  nature,  as  Ac* 
rived,  according  to  the  law  of  ordinary  gp  pension* 
from  an  older  father  than  Jbraham^  eyen  from;  failen 
jfdamj  our  common  head  and  reprefejuauve,  lu  whom 
we  all  have,  finned*  (ficro/v.  12*)  we  all*  1  fey,  by  our 
natural  birth*  and  as  long  ae  wc  continued  in  a  ftate  of 
nature*  deferred*  hy  expoffd  snfo*  and  wereupdera 
iaw  feotence  of  the  wra*h  of  God*  which  then  abode 
vpoa  os*  (John  iii*^)fw)  This  was  the  cafe  of  every 
one  of  us*  Jewsf  as  well  as*  and  equally .  wiftT  the 
Gentile*  i  of  the  elefl  and  called  of  God  among  both* 
as  wd)  as  of  others*  there  being  uo  difference  by  nature 
between  us  and  the  reft  of  mankind. 

4  But*  O  matchlefe*  furpnfing*  and  affeCting  grace  f 
the  infinitely  holy  and  Utrfled  God*  in  (lead  of  taking 
vengeance  upon  us  for  alj  thifc*  as  was  rcafohably  to  be 
eipeQcd*  has  gone  into  a  quire  contrary  courfe*  becaufe 
he*  who  is  the  Father  of  mercies^  and  delights  in  mer* 
cyt  (2  Cor*  i*  and  Micah  vii*  i8<)  whofe  riches  of 
mercy  arc  moil  excellent  and  abundant*  ineihauftable 
and  overflowing*  to  pity*  help*  andTave  fmful  and  mi* 

ferablc  creatures,  and  to  enrich  them  with  the  multi¬ 
tude  of  his  mercies;  this  God*  without  any  thing  in 
us  to  induce  him  to  it*  has  from  all, eternity  fet  bis  love 
in  a  peculiar  manner  upon  os*  whom  lie  has  chofen  and 

called*  defi  going  therein  to  bfefebs  with  all  fpiritual 
Meffings  in  heavenly  places  in  ChriA*.  {Chap,  u  3*  4-) 

5  In  this  wonderful  love*  with  which  be  of  his  own 

lovereigo 

have  it  hew,  which  would  Indeed  make  the 
apoftte  guilty  of  a  n£ulk&  tautology  s  for 
ineir  eujumaryffumu^  had been  folly  eapnejl 
fed  in  the  former  part  ofthcvn&;  but  ail 
thde  pillages  agree  irt  exprdEog  what  belong* 
to  the  Mature  of  the  perfrns  to  whom  it  is 
applied;  -And  when  weave  faidtebc  by  na- 
farc  the  d4!4rt*  of  yyra$ht  the  word  (rtx**) 
dnt&m  hi  .  Its  primary  lenfr,  has  a  peculiar  re¬ 
ference  to  birtl  *  and*  ih~>*  It  is  fometmes- 
nied  in  a  baer  Cgqi£^tion^  it  bit  1  nfpcG 
to  befog'fomc  way  or  other  fora;  .and  as  1 be 
ipeJHe  tirite  the  word,  and  inftead  wf  that 

whicb^hadufrdr^i/wbereV^ieof 

c&$4r*nr.Gwt\  of itfab'&ir*ctifQbi\Hrut!b*  400- 
tbec-.tbtf  retstce  tar  {fcrfoa*  Wrfeg  J»r»,  and 

napi/t  tfii/'rdb,  he  Cteawtohive duueit  with 
a  de£g$  to  fiVenuhcti ,  the  >fbm~of  ilie  terfe 
h,  ufpfrtsgt  fcntfyfag^  to  the 

whit  Aacem 

Qf  iot&Fby  &TtL  .VW  '- 


NO 

•  if  we  cottfuUtbeforiptur^nfcoiftha  tom 
by  maturt  (fvr*i)  wHballfoidj  that  when  it  is 
applied  to  God,  it  relate .  to  wh«  he  «  { f vntt} 
-ifkfovtrt  nature  **&  ptrftftwnf;  in  oppofition 
toj&\  Gal*  iv,  8.  ;  and  when  ap* 

plied  10  mo],  it  relates  ~«HVcr  to  what  It- 
Itiai&dm  there  are  of  ibe  Jrjfo  of  nature  (;w») 
in  inuiiinrt,  that  due&s  andfcxates  them  to 
4a  the  tbhg*  cwtoroed  in  (ht  Arw,  ti  In  Rom. 
ii,  >4>  or  to  what  they  are  in  ifotr  uaimt 
hr  by  flirfr*  as  when  the  G  entiles t  in  ap¬ 
portion  to ■  he  efrTeflant*prktegt7ofthe  Jevst 
s=c  fpoken  of  as  the  oBin*trett  whidf  is  wild 
fy  nature  *  fwpfibti  as  xhk  BDdrcum- 

eiiteti  tviikh  is  by  notun  (ta  rvrwr)  k  oppt>- 

fbd  to  the  ^wrky  nature  (yonv.)  Tteft,  I 
rhin^  are  alt  the  places,  rttidcs  yhU  before 
HSj  (rftt*«pvcr«r  Where  the  tenn  fyna* 
tun  ortursi  .either  in  the  OM  or  New  Tefla- 
jpeptrbna  there  is  no  appearance  in  any. of 
theht,  that  ir  erer  fignijScr^  tttfan r,  of  fa 
fraBUt*  or  tufom&ry  pnfiUc?)  ti  &me  srouli 


Ch 


The  KpyUc  to  tie  Ephf.siaks  parathr&fed.  3&j> 


xtt  wot  <leaJ  ifl 
fins,  hulk  ^sic¬ 
kened  us  t<jgcthcr 
v.ith  Chnfi,  {by 

^ac  ye  arc  fa- 
icdj) 


tf  And  hath 
uifcd  v\  up  Kle¬ 
iber,  and  make 
jm  lit  together  hi 

heavenly  pieces 
mC'hrift  Jdfus- 


7  That  in  the 

ages 


fovereigu  will  and  good  plea  fit  re  has  loved  us#  even 
when  we  Jews  as  well  as  Gentilcs%  one  as  much  as  a- 
nother,  were  in  fuch  forlorn,  wreichcd,  ami  riefperare 

clrcum  (lances,  as  to  be  dead  in  fin,  and  So  helplcfs* 

hopdcf3,  and  loaihfome  in  our  fallen  (hire  ;  He  even 
then  in(ulVd  into  ns  a  principle  of  fpiritunl  I i iV ,  jih!  re* 
covered  us  to  a  ftatc  of  favour  with  himfdf,  ui  which 
his  life,  by  virtue  of  our  union  with  Chrifi,  and  in 
conformity  to  him,  and  together  with  him,  (See  the  note 
on  chap •  i*  19, 10.}  O  sitoniftring  inlVjncc  of  the  free 
love  of  God  +  !  and  that  particularly  to  thofe  of  the 
Gentiie^bix  among  you,  that  he  Humid  quicken  you, 
and  thereby  deliver  you,  as  well  as  us  of  the  Jews*  from 
all  the  fin  and  mifcry  into  which  ye  were  fo  deeply 
plunged,  and  fitould  bring  you  into  a  Hate  of  favour 
with  himfdf,  and  give  you  a  title  eq,  the  beginnings 
and  earned,  fortMaftes  and  fecurities  of  the  whole  of 
that  f ah  alien  which  is  in  Chrifi  Jefus  with  eternal £/>■ 

ry>  ( 1  Tiro.  ii.  10*) 

6  Aiid  as  God  the  Father  raifed  up  Chrifi  to  glory, 
and  fet  him  at  his  own  right-hand  in  heavenly  places, 
fo  he  has  already  raifed  cs  up,  both  Jews  and  Gentiles 
together,  without  difiin&ion  in  himy  as  our  head  and 
reprefentative  * ;  and  has  already  made  us  to  fit  toge¬ 
ther  in  the  heavenly  munfions  in  hmy  who  has  taken 
poffeflion  of  them,  as  a  forerunner  and  public  perfon  for 
us }  and  fo  wc  are  complete,  though  not  in  ourfelves, 
yet  reprefentatively,  as  comprehended  in  him,  who  is 
our  covenant-head;  and  we  are  hereby  affured,  that  in 
due  time  we  fiiall  certainly  fit  in  heavenly  places  in  our 
own  perfons  together  wiih  Chrifi;  jsfus,  with  one  ano¬ 
ther,  and  with  all  the  faints* 

7  All  which  God  has  done  to  this  vert'  end  and  nur~ 

nofe, 


NOTES. 


f  As  the  apnfllc  was  him  ft  If  rmK-h 
tc<\  tvitU  tlic  mercy  of  God  to  the  GctrtifnT 
and  was  gradually  introducing  his  defign  of 
particularly  enlarging  v,po;.  that  fubjeft  which 
lie  molt  directly  pryfcflcdly  enters  upon, 
ver*  f  i,  and  comtimci  to  the  end  of  riiLp,  ill* 
that  he  might  rhe  more  their  heir: s  with 

U ;  lb  in  the  rim  gf  \m  thoughts  00  the  riches 
of  GocT&  uract  in  the  whole  of  h!vation  to 
alt  that  ate  made  partaker*  of  it,  be  ^fr^n 
Wittr  mingle*  application*  of  it  tn  a  fpciriA 
manner  tv  the  Genii  w  he  f«ms  to  do 
here  \  hut  to  ftw*  thar  the  JUlvaiton  of  the 
yrrff  was  alfo  as  entirely  of  fracf,  he  in* 
r hide*  them,  as  like  ohjcfls  of  it,  ver,  7- 
Tvhtre  lie  eiprcfies  it  by  the  rvf-Vii:^  rUfct 
Pi  Hs  $ra£t*  w  fr-S  4Jji  dntfi  tev&rtlt  //  n 
Grp,  ti;h  rtfcieacc  tu  all  rival  JujlI 


been  fait!  before  ahour  itT  as  equally  extended 
to  both  fnrrs  of  believer*. 

'*  It  is  ihc  obfaviriiun  of  flvct'rf  jndieirVT* 
divineSj  that  the  apo/ift  id  the  p-Kcctdkt* 
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pofe,  that  in  all  fuccecding  ages  of  this  world  he  might 
let  forth  an  illuftrioufi  pattern,  pledge,  and  earneft  of 
the  tranfeendeut  excellence  and  fuper'aboondingfuhicft 
of  his  free  favour,  which  he  will  tnamfcft  tinder  the 
gofpd-difpenfation,  both  to  Gentiles  and  Jrw/,  as  it 
has  been  exemplified  in  acta  of  fpcciai  goodnefs,  and 
endearing  kindnefc  towards  us  of  both  forts,  through 
the  petfon,  merit,  and  mediation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  our 
only  Saviour,  for  the  encouragement  of  all  forts  of 
tinners,  •which  fboll  hereafter  believe  on  him  to  life  ever* 
lofting^  {i  Tim.  i*  |6.) ;  And  his  further  defign  here¬ 
in  was,  that  he  might  for  ever  demonftme  and  difplay 
the  (uper-eminent  glory  of  his  grace  in  all  its  fulnefc, 
and  with  the  brighreft  evidence  in  the  world  to  come  ; 
when  all  its  riches  in  every  imaginable  inftance  of  his 
peculiar  and  diftingutfiiing  friendship  towards  ns,  thro7 
Jefus  Chrift,  will  lhine  with  the  higheft  luflre,  and  be 
hid  out  with  tbe  g  re  ate  ft  profufion  upon  us,  together 
wiib  all  his  children,  to  make  up  the  glory  and  blef- 
ieunefs  of  the  heavenly  ftate,  which  is  coming  on,  to 
the  admiration,  joy,  and  praife  of  faints  and  angclf, 
through  the  tndltfs  ages  of  eternity, 

8  For,  as  I  himed  above,  (wr.  5*)  the  whole  of  youc 
falvation,  who  were  Gentiles*  as  well  as  oura  who 
were  Jews*  is  from  firft  to  la  ft,  entirely  a  free  and  un¬ 
deserved  gift  *  it  is  all  owing  merely  to  tbe  good-will 
and  favour  of  God,  that  any  of  you  are  interefted  in 
the  fereral  forementioned  b! tilings  of  a  fpiritual  and 
eternal  fa  I  vation,  which  are  conveyed  to  you  through 
faith,  not  by  any  virtue  in  itfclf,  but  as  the  means  of 
God*s  own  appointment,  whereby  ye  received  Chriftt 
and  refted  alone  on  him  for  all  fa  lv  at  ion,  that  tbe  ho* 
nour  of  it  may  be  referved  entirely  to  his  grace,  (Rem. 
iv*  ifi.)  And  this  faith  itfelf,  as  well  as  every  other 
benefit  which  is  brought  home  and  applied  by  it,  is  not 
the  product  of  any  natural  principle  in  yourfejves,  nor 
of  your  own  good  difpofmons,  or  of  the  power  of  your 
own  free-will,  or  of  any  improvement  that  yc  were  ca* 
pnhlt  of  making  of  the  gofpel  itfelf;  bur  :c  is  all  the 
tree  gift  of  God,  who,  of  his  own  fovereign  will  and 
pluafure,  gracioufly  wrought  it  hi  you  by  the  power  of 
his  Spirit ;  ye  having  believed  through  grace*  (A£ts 
sviii.  27.)  and  ir  being  given  to  -you  in  the  behalf  of 
ChriJI ,  to  believe  on  himy  (Phil*  i.  29,) 

9  Neither  the  faivation  itfelf^ "rror  the  faith  whereby 
ye  are  made  partakers  of  ir,  is  owing  to  any  good 
works  done  hy  you,  as  the  meritorious  or  moving  caufe 
of  ir:  A*  there  was  certainly  nothing  of  t bat  kind  to 
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be  found  among  the  GentiU-^tt  of  you,  to  induce  the 
great  and  holy  God  to  Ihew  fuch  hi^h  favour  to  you, 
who  in  violation  of  the  light  and  law  of  nature  prac- 
tifed  all  abominable  Iniquities,  jfJism.  j*  16, — 32  )  fo 
there  was  nothing  to  engage-  God’s  love  and  kinduefs 
among  the  JewiJb  part  of  you,  who,  in  contt ad t£l ton 
to  the  clearer  light,  and  higher  obligations  of  fuperna- 
tural  revelation,  bad  fhamefrlly  perverted  and  rranfgref* 
fed  the  law  of  Mofes  in  numberlcfs  inftances,  (fee  Itmn* 
chap.  iL  and  iii,)  Gut  God  has  manifcfttd  bis  grace  in 
your  refpeflive  recovery  from  rhefc  guilty  and  deplora¬ 
ble  circumftances,  that  all  pretences  might  be  equally 
cut  off  from  one  and  the  other  of  you,  as  if  it  were 
owing  to  any  work*  of  righieoufnefs  performed  by  you, 
(2  Tim .  i.  9*  and  Tit*  ili.  5.}  left  any  one  among  you 
fhould  be  fo  vaiir-glorious,  as  to  take  a  (hare  of  that  ho* 
nour  to  himfelf  which  belongs  to  God  alone,  (1  Cort 
i-  29,  30,  3 1.)  or  fhould  vaunt  and  glory  in  himfelf,  as 
if  he  bad  done  fomething  to  render  him  worthy  of 
mercy,  {Rwn*  iiu  27-  and  iv.  2 «}  which  indeed  in  this 
wretched  flate  of  things  was  abfolurely  inipoflible. 

to  For  all  of  us,  whether  Jevxs  or  Gentiles  >  were 
fo  faT  from  having  done  any  works  fpirituaily  good, 
previous  to  our  converfion,  that  every  thing  ot  that 
kind  is  the  effect  and  confluences  and  not  the  cavfe  of 
the  grace  of  God  towards  us,  who  as  believers  and 
faints,  to  allude  to  the  fine  compofirion  of  a  poem% 
{rwnjcA}  are  a  curious  piece  of  God*s  forming  by  a  fpe- 
cial  operation  of  his  infinite  wifdom,  as  well  as  al* 
mighty  power,  anfwerabje  to  that  by  which  he  at 
fidt  brought  forth  the  beautiful  and  harmonious  fabric 
of  this  world  out  of  a  con fu fed  chaos  :  We  were  there¬ 
by  created  anew  in  Chrift  jefus,  and  by  virtue  derived 
from  him,  as  the  head  of  our  recovery,  unto  the  bring¬ 
ing  forth  of  all  the  good  works  that  are  now  found  with 
u$,  which  we  were  utterly  incapable  of  before;  but 
which  God,  in  his  eternal  fc Heine  of  falvation  chofe  us 
to,  {chap*  i.  4.)  and  which  in  theccmnfds  of  his  will, 
and  by  a  work  of  preventing  grace,  he  prepared  us  for, 
£Yf0nr0ft«d<mJ  that  we,  as  new  creatures,  might  Jive  in 
the  practice  of  them,  and  perfevere  therein  to  the  end* 
11  Now  therefore,  to  apply  this  in  a  particular  man¬ 
ner  to  the  Gentile-con  verts  among  you,  that  ye  may 
be  kept  humble,  ami  deeply  affefled  with  all  the  ama¬ 
zing  grace  which  has  been  extended  to  you,  I  befeech 
you  to  call  ro  mind,  and  feriouily  reflect  upon  your 
former  deplorable  Hate  and  condition,  namely,  that 
before  Cbrift  and  the  gofpd  were  made  kiivv/n  to  you, 
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ye  were  idolatrous  heathens,  wallowing  In  all  the  de* 
ftlements  of  spoliate  nature,  and  deflit  ute  even  of  the 
ordinance  of  circumcinon,  which  by  God'f  appoint¬ 
ment  was  an  external  fign  and  token  of  a  covenant- 
in  ter  eft  in  him,  and  of  the  renovation  of  the  heart, 
{Gen*  xvii,  ro,  and  Dcut,  xxx*  rt.)  and  was  to  the  belie¬ 
ving  JJraeitUSy  a  fiat  uf  the  rightc  aufnefs  <f faith ,  (flam* 
jv*  ii,)  and  ye  not  only  were,  but  ftili  are,  fpoken  of 
.in  a  way  of  contempt  and  reproach  by  the  cafnal 
as  an  micireumeifed  people,  that  have  nothing  to  do 
with  God’s  gracioQS  covenant,  or  any  of  us  privileges 
or  means  of  falvation:  Ye  arc  thus  fpoken  of  by  thofc 
that  pHde  themfclves  in  being  deemed  the  circumcifcd 
people  of  God,  as  having  that  diftingui thing  mark  u- 
pon  their  bodies,  which  was  made  by  the  hands  of 
men,  but  which  to  the  unbelieving  Jews  is  only  cir- 
cumcifion  in  the  flefti,  in  dHtin£tion  from  that  which 
is  wrought  in  the  heart,  without  human  hands,  by  the 
Hcd y  Spirit*  [Cob  ii.  1 1 .} 

12  I  intreat  you  to  remember,  that  all  a  long,  during 
your  ftate  of  Gentilifm  and  unregencracy,  ye  really 
were  feparare  from  Chrift,  's*)  ar  having  no 

knowledge  of,  cr  faith  in,  the  only  Saviour,  or  any  vi¬ 
tal  union  or  communion  with  him,  or  any  claim  to 
the  ble flings  of  the  gofpel,  that  are  parch  afed,  re¬ 
vealed,  and  brought  in  by  him  ;  Ye  alfo  then  were  fo¬ 
reigners  to  all  the  peculiar  external  privileges,  fa c red  as 
well  as  civil,  that  belonged  to  the  viftble  church  of  the 
Jew*}  (Rom,  ix.  q*)  and  to  all  the  internal  fpecialblef- 
fmgs  that  pertained  to  the  true  Ifiaelites  among  them  ; 
ye  having  at  that  time  no  relation  to  them,  or  union 
and  fellowship,  or  right  of  citizenfhip  with  them,  as  a 
religious,  any  more  than  a  political  body  \  and  fo  were 
far  from  God,  and  from  all  fpi ritual  life  and  happinefs ; 
And  ye  were  excluded,  like  (bangers,  from  the  pale  of 
the  covenant  of  grace  f,  which,  in  oppofuion  to  the 

covenant 


N  0 

*  Unrirctrinafion  and  di  cn rrrcifiw  are  here 
put  for  t he  tMcitainu’fcd  ^nd  tflic  circttmciftd* 
as  rhry  manifcftly  arc  m  j^na,  ii.  itf. 

the  note  tFicrc*) 

t  Cbrtjl  uas  the  pro  mi  fc  of  the  OJJ 

Tdta.Tcnf,  31  he  was  thiirafWiand  by  the 
fivd  of  the  viftflLii:,  and  the  fei  of  Abraham, 
t-f  the  tribe  of  T Uriah,  attd  of  thtfamitjof 
?  tndzs  all  the  O'hcr  prom  ills  of  the  co¬ 
venant  of  grace  were  furcm’d  up  and  center¬ 
ed  in  this,  they  arc  fp^fcen  of  here,  and  A£ls 
sc.  an d  si:*  n,  ami  xt\L  3a*  and  xxvL  tf, 
7*  and  Rom*  jv*  14,  *4*  and  Gal*  ili*  17,  19, 
ip,  in  the  jirptfar  luimfccr,  as  if  they 
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were  but  one  pmmife  :  flat  as  this  promifc 
was  iff ued  rmt  under  editions  and  eiv* 

hrgOKcnu  at  fcvirj  perils  viz*  to  Abrt> 
ham^  and  to  Mm  an*t  bir  and  after  the 
giving  of  the  law*  it  is  here*  and 
U.  4*  (fee  the  note  ihrrc)  in  ihtpfaraJ  tme*- 
ber  the  MVtm,  tho*  for  fnbftanec  h  wss 
one  and  the  iame  covenant,  which  con  filled 
of  many  piomtJes,  or  mas  all  made  vp  of 
frte  and  gracious  promutj,  in  opposition  tt» 
the  covenant  of  works  ;  and,  among  other** 
that  covenant  of  pnniifc  which  war 
whh  Ahfik4mt  and  had  the  fign  of  cheum- 
lifion  annexed  tu  ir,  it  by  no  means  to  he 
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covenant  of  works,  confifts  of  many  exceeding  great 
and  precious  prormfes*  that  were  delivered  with  van* 
pus  enlargements  in  the  publication  of  them  at  differ¬ 
ent  times,  and  all  centered  in  Chnft  am!  til  vat  ion  by 
him,  in  whom  ail  nations  were  to  be  blefled*  (Gen* 
xxii.  18.  and  xxvi*  4.)  ;  and  being  in  thefe  mifcrable* 
helplefs,  and  abandoned  cirtumftances*  ye  neither  had* 
nor  could  have  any  folid*  rational*  or  well-grounded 
hope  of  deliverance  from  deferred  wrath*  much  lets 
of  a  glorious  refurreflion  of  the  body,  and  an  inheri* 
tancc  of  eternal  life  \  yea,  with  refpefl  to  the  know* 
ledge*  belief  and  fear,  worfhip  and  profeflion  of  the 
only  true  God*  ye  really  were  practical  and  fpeculativt 
atheifts,  (a5«*)  and  Jived,  as  fuch,  after  the  courfc  of 
this  world,  {v?r.  a.)  and  in  all  parrs  of  the  earth- where- 
ever  ycur  lot  was  cad  j  and  confequentiy*  ye  then  bad 
no  fpiritua!  communion  with  him,  or  gracious,  com¬ 
munications  from  him  ;  ye  neglefting  him*  and  being 
neple&ed  by  him,  while  ye  worfhip  pc  d  and  ferved  on¬ 
ly  them  that  are  by  nature  m  gods*  (Gal*  ir«  8*) 

13  But  now,  unworthy  as  ye  were*  and  unlikely  to 
find  mercy*  ye,  through  the  altonithing  difpenfation  of 
divine  condefeenfion  and  gracp*  are  brought  into  a  (pe¬ 
dal  relation  and  union  to  Chnft,  the  only  Saviour*  by 
means  of  the  gofpel,  and  through  faith  in  him;  fo  that 
ye,  who  in  the  days  of  your  former  11  n  regene  racy  were 
m  a  perifhtng  (late,  far  from  God,  (Pf+  Ixxtii.  7j  )  and 
far  from  Chi i ft,  and  from  bis  church  and  covenant* 
and  from  all  good  hope  of  falvation,  (t ter*  12;)  are  re¬ 
covered  to  a  date  of  friendfhip  with  God*  and  of  inti¬ 
mate  communion  with  him  and  with  his  church*  and 
to  a  humble  hope  and  confidence  in  him*  according  to 
his  covenant,  into  which  he  has  taken  you  through 
the  merit  and  application  of  the  atoning  blood  of  Chrift+ 

14  For  he  is  the  great  and  only  peace-maker*  medi* 
urn*  and  center  of  union  between  God  and  us  and  one 
another,  whether  we  he  believing  Jews  or  Gentiles  t 
And  our  reconciliation  to  God  and  each  other*  after  all 
the  variance  that  has  been  between  hitn  and  us*  and  be¬ 
tween  us  among  ourfelves,  is  brought  about  alone  hy  him* 
who  has  united  the  believers  of  both  thefe  two  grand 
divi lions  of  people  into  one  church  or  fold  under  him- 
felf,  as  their  great  Shepherd,  (John  x*  16.)  and  has  ce¬ 
mented  them  together  in  heart  and  affection*  as  one.fa- 
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roily,  or  myftical  body,  that  are  partakers  of  the  fame 
privileges  by  the  gofpel,  {Cal,  iii,  a8,  29.)  And  as 
there  was  a  wall  of  ftp 3 rati 00  in  the  temple,  under  the 
Old  Tefbmeot-occonomy,  between  the  com!  of  fjraet 
and  the  court  of  the  Gentiles  f  which  admitted  the  for¬ 
mer  to,  and  deluded  the  latter  from,  a  near  accefs  to 
God  io  the  holy  place ;  and  as  this  wall  was  emblema¬ 
tical  of  the  ceremonial  law,  which  kept  the  Jews  and 
Gentiles  at  a  di fiance  from  each  other,  and  the  G entiles 
at  a  dtftance  from  God,  Chrift  has  now  demolifhed  cr 
taken  away  that,  and  every  other  mark  of  diftindion 
and  diflance  between  ns,  who  are  of  different  nations 
by  introducing  a  better  and  more  extend  re  difptnfarion 
of  grace,  wherein  believing  G entiles  are  allowed  to 
make  as  near  accefs  to  God,  and  to  be  partakers  of  all 
the  privileges  of  his  fan&uary,  (which  was  typical  of 
the  gofpel-church}  as  fully  as  the  believing  Jews* 

15  He  has  done  this,  as  having  by  his  crucifixion  in 
the  fldh,  £w-  16*)  fulfilled,  and  fo  pus  an  end  to,  va¬ 
cated  and  difanuUed  the  force,  and  taken  away  the  0- 
b ligation  of  any  longer  obferving  that  *,  which  had  o 
ventualiy  proved  the  occafion  and  caufe  of  the  mod  in¬ 
veterate  animofity  and  hatred,  oppofition  and  conten¬ 
tion,  with  regard  both  to  fpiritual  and  temporal  con¬ 
cerns,  between  the  Jews  and  G entiles %  even  the  cere¬ 
monial  law,  which  was  a  fyttem  of  ppfirive  precepts, 
confiding  of  abundance  of  ritual  institutions,  that  in 
themfdves  were  o£  an  indifferent  nature,  and  were  o- 
Wigatory  to  the  Jewst  only  by  virtue  of  a  divine  com¬ 
mand-  Chrift,  I  £iy,  has  abolifhed  thefe  by  his  death, 
to  the  end  that,  as  the  great  head,  in  whom  all  things 
were  to  he  gathered  in  one,  {chap*  i.  10.)  he  might 
unite  both  thefe  diftant  parties  to  each  other  ;  aod  that 
he  might  make  out  of  both  one  church,  formed  as  new 
creatures*  according  to  the  image  of  God  by  the  re¬ 
newing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  framed  together  for 

gofpcl- 

H  O  T  E- 


*  The  rftnet/f,  here  figm&c*  the  confc  of 
by  ■  afna]  mcroojiByt  which  pot*  foe 
qftif  for  tbccaafi,  jb  Kke  maimer  as  thrift, 
who  h  the  pnxuriog  caul!*,  ibc  nilhor,  the 
maker,  and  girerof  peace,  «u  called  in  the 
preceding  «r ft  w ml  lo  liy  Aces* 

ndty  it  mcint  fht  urrmamal  which  was 

JU  a  wall  orfrFaraliao  Ixsween  Jews  and  Gee* 
hies,  and  in  the  next  words  is  filled  iht  faw 
vf  ctetmandmtnH  contend  re  ordinance*,  by 
way  of  liiftinftion  from  the  moral  Lnnt  that 
great  rule  of  righteoufiLcO,  which,  as  finU, 
odtberwa*,  nor  can  be  aboiiQied,  as  the  apo* 
file  Civs  this  U Mf  is.  Ao d  in  the  parallel  c ■ 
pifile  10  the  CokiOians,  febp.  ii.  14,  itf,  1  7*) 

this  iXranoajaJ  k«  is  called  tl*c  heed-writing 


ef  ordinances,  fo  hr  as  tJiey  related  to 
And  drinhtf  new 'moons  and  whir'* 

were  a  Jhadow  of  thirds  tv  tome,  the  bzdj  %>f 
■which  ii  Chrift.  And  (hb  wji  the  law,  tb_; 
occaftoned  :he  tnoft  bitter  enmity  between  the 
yews  and  Gentiles,  as  it  was  zealoufly  con- 

leaded  tot  by  One,  and  violently  opposed  hy 

the  other,  and  kept  up  fueh  a  diftinc^i 
and.  ditference  between  them  as  made  rhe^i 
refute  the  offices  of  common  rivithy  toeac^ 
other,  which  was  cmkd  f.o  iuch  a 
imcharitibtcneft  among  the  casual  7«£i-- 
gainft  the  poor  Gmih i>  art  ctcn  Xnfirkd  t  > 
apefttn  to  fptak  to  the  Gentles  ib*J  they  tt  j  i 
bcfmitd*  1  ThefT.  iL  id. 


Ch.  ii* 


Tie  Epiftle  to  the  Efhfians  paraphraferL 


16  And  that 

■ 

be  might  recon¬ 
cile  both  unto 
God  1q  one  body 
hf  rhe  odi,  ba¬ 
vins  flam  the  co¬ 
dify  thereby ; 


tt  And  c im* 
and  preach  cd 
peace  to  you 
which  urte  afar 

*r>  and  10  them 

hat  were  nigh. 


gofpel-worihtp  and  new  obedience,  and  equally  parta* 
kera,  by  a  new  couftitution  under  him!  of  all  the  tick 
flags  that  pqrtain  to  the  kingdom  of  grace  in  this  world 
and  kingdom  of  glory  in  that  which  is  to  come.  In 
this  manner  h*  has  brought  about  an  entire  harmony 
and  friendship  between  believers  of  alt  nations  among 
them  (elves,  as  one  fpiritual  body,  they  being  united  by 
faith  and  Jove  to  him,  and  to  one  another  in  and  thro7  him* 
[6  And  that  he  might  not  only  bring  Jews  and  Gen¬ 
tiles  into  a  ftate  of  fpi  ritual  and  holy  friendfhip  and 
coir.rnumon  one  with  another;  hut  might  likewife  make 
up  the  great  com  rover  fy  that  lay  between  God  and  each 
of  thefe  parties,  on  aecount  of  their  tranfgreffions  of  the 
law,  which  they  refpeftively  were  under,  and  might 
bring  believers  of  both  forte,  without  any  further  di* 
ftic<5ion  of  nations,  into  a  (late  of  peace  and  favour 
with  God  in  one  church,  or  myftical  body,  of  which 
Chrift  U  the  head  f,  he  has  reconciled  them  to  him  by 
virtue  of  his  fufferings  on  the  cro&»  when  his  ownfelj 
bore  cur  Jmsin  bis  own  body  on  the  tree  ;  and  ante  fuff er- 
ed  for  Jins i  the  juft  for  the  unjuft ,  that  he  might  bring  us 
to  Godt  (i  Pet.  ii.  34.  and  iii<  18.}  behaving  thereby 
not  only  taken  away  the  ground  of  enmity  that  had 
fo  tong  fubfifted  between  Jews  and  Gentiles%  by  abo~ 
lifting  rhe  ceremonial  law,  but  having  alfo  taken  away 
Jin  by  the  facriftce  cf  binftlfy  which  had  made  the  breach 
between  God  and  them  feveraily,  and  had  cad  him  and 
them  into  a  ftate  of  enmity  to  each  other* 

17  And  in  purfnit  of  this  great  and  bleffed  defigti, 
that  it  might  be  effectual  to  both  thcle  parties  of  men, 
he  came  in  tbe  mini  dry  of  his  fervants  after  hiaSfcen* 
Gon  to  heaven,  and  by  tbe  powerful  operation  of  bis 
Spirit,  and  publi filed  the  glad  tidings  of  reftored  peace 
and  friendfoip  tothofe  of  you  that  were  Gentiles  in  a 
ftate  of  nature,  and  as  fuch  were  far  from  God,  and 
Chrift,  and  the  covenant  of  promifea,  and  far  from  a* 
liy  good  hope  toward  God,  and  from  a  ftate  of  favour 
with  him,  (z ler*  12,)  And  he  made  rhis  preaching  of 
the  gofpel  effectual  to  the  falvation  of  thofe  believers  * 

of 


NOTES. 


■f  Ta  wchvty  ray  relate  dtfif'  to  ChrffTs 
mjftiat  fodji  tbe  rhut(b7  of  which  he  i$  head, 
if  lit  filled,  Go),  u  i5.  with  rectrd  to  which 
liid  of  alt  believers,  that  heUy  /tiaitj*  th<j 
are  cue  body  ta  Cbrlfi^  dud  evtry  vjte 
»■ xof  anrtbcrt  (ty&m.  xii.  j.y  or  it  miyTc- 
1b<£  to  the  natural  W?  of  Cbrijr^  with  regard 
to  which  *tU  faid,  (Coh  i*  xr,  xx  )  Yet  hat 
tl  wxre  fi> mo  timt  a' inured ,  end  ensures  in 
**  vvur  jpjuh  by  wicked  works  yet  flow  hp# 


be  reconciled  in  tbe  body  of  hi*  fldh  thro' 
M  death,  to  prefent  you  holy  and  un  blame* 
**  able  and  unrcprovcablc  in  hUfi gin.”  An, I 
flf  the  cpllUe  to  ike  ColofSans  i*  iimihr  t<> 
this  and  calls  great  light  upon  it,  we  are  na¬ 
turally  led  to  take  in  both  tbefdcota 

*  by  them  that  were  afar  ofi*  undoubted¬ 
ly  me-mt  the  Gtntiht  before  their  cnuverJicm, 
a*  they  had  been  deferibed  under  this  rbarac- 
tcrk  ver,  11 ,  13.  and,  in  opposition  toihefr, 

r  "■ 
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1U 


Cfc. 


Jf. 


»8  FortSnwgb 

him  vrboth  bare 
at*  mcTk  bf  nnC 

Sphit  unto  (fcc 

Father. 


ip  Now  there- 
Cum  yt  ire  no 
matt  (bugert 
vad  temgQMt 
but  Mtf-ati* 
ztn %  '  Mb  the 
fruit*,  isd  of 
the  hoglfcoLi  of 
God; 


of  the  JewiJb  nation,  who  had  the  gofpel^of  peace 

preached  to  them  |  and  4b,  without  dUtin&ion  of  na¬ 
tions,  he  has  brought  fomc  of  both  forts  into  z  flare  of 
peace  and  frioidfliip  with  God  and  one  another,  they 
being  all  one  in  Chrift  without  any  difference. 

1 8  For  fuch  is  the  efficacy  of  Ch riffs  death,  and  of 
his  gofpel,  attended  with  the  power  of  his  Spirit,  to¬ 
ward  tinners  of  all  nations,  that  in  his  name  and  thro’ 
his  mediation,  who  fpeals  of  htmfelf  as  tie  d$or  of  en- 
trance,  and  the  way  to  the  Father,  {Join  x.  p*  and  xiv* 
6.)  all  of  us,  whether  we  be  believing  Jews  or  GentiUst 
have  equal  liberty  of  drawing  nigh  to  God,  and  coming 
to  him  by  faith  in  prayer,  and  in  every  other  faertd  or¬ 
dinance,  and  are  introduced  like  favourites  into  his  gra¬ 
cious  prefence,  that  we  may  freely  pour  out  our  hearts 
before  him,  and,  offer  up  our  addrefTes  to  him  with 
humble  confidence  of  being  heard  and  anfwered  ;  and 
fo,  according  to  the  febeme  of  gofpel-worfhtp,  anfwer- 
able  to  the  oetonomy  of  falvation,  we  have  this  com¬ 
fortable  accefs  into  the  holieft  through  the  blood  of  Jo 
ias}  (Hcb,  x*  1 9.)  by  the  guidance,  aid,  and  affifbncc  of 
one  ami  the  fame  fpirit,  who  is  given  totruc  believers  of 
both  forts,  as  the  fpirit  of  grace  and  fnpplication,  and  the 
fpirit  of  adoption,  to  encourage  and  enable  us  to  come  10 
God  the  Father,  as  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  and  as 
our  reconciled  God  and  Father  in  him*  (Horn,  vim  15*} 

19  Now  therefore,  ye  GentlU  believers,  being  recon¬ 
ciled  and  brought  nigh  to  God,  are  no  longer  (bankers 
to  him  and  his  covenant  of  promifes,  nor  aliens  from 
the  common-wealth  of  IJraet ,  and  from -the  privileges 
of  their  church-fore,  as  ye  formerly  were,  (ver*  12*} 
but,  like  freemen  and  fellow-citizens  of  the  heavenly 
Jerufalemy  ye  are  now  entitled  to,  and  made  joint-par¬ 
takers  with  the  believing  Jewst  of  all  the  bteitmgs  that 
pertain  to  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  $  and  not  only 
ib,  but  ye  are  brought  into  a  near  relation  to  God,  as 

domcflic 


NOTE, 


Jy  liritrfflf  wtrt  v£i'y  i*  not  meant  them 
Wt*  fmr  msic  by  the  hi&>4  a, 

tbtapoflk  bd  fpokt  oi'tfu  believing  G«- 
iifn9  yct.  1 3.  bsi  \U  nwsn:  of  the  Jrvtfi  tt*- 
Mk,  win.  an  acttwnt  of  their  Cilernal  rela¬ 
tion  to  Gwtf  is  hh'  vtfiLi!*  clinrdt,  were  frU 
la  he  a  *?ir  >#  A?w,  (PfM.  txWitj.  <4*} 
Now  ra.vrdm£  ro  that  antient  prophecy,  Ita, 
lvii.  ip  where  G><1  fiyr,  I  fTfttt  the  fruit 
of  ifce  lips  **  Peace  pein  10  him  that  i$  star 
**  off.  Adto  him  that  is  near/*  Chrift  in 
ktf  ytrftnsS  manftry  era  me  to  rhe  Jc  iwp  who 
by  raJon  rf their  rifihlc  rtlarvm  to  him,  a> 
die  God  aid  R;ag  of  are  exiled  r*  bif 

—  uwn,  lo  whom  he  cuac,  and  his  ova  re- 


**  reived  him  not,"  (John  L  n-V;  and  hi* 
beiug  naoft  irmiodesately_A«  t  to  In  i*ji  fsttp  z 
the  hmjt  &f  I  Tract*  xv.  1+*)  l\h  permit, 

mm iitry  was  chiefly  ton fired  to  the m*  Eti: 
aa  the  apolltes  and  others  of  hit  fcrvan** 
pri  ached  by  bis  commifHon,  and  in  his  ntn:; 
and  dead,  us  onbafladors  for  him,  a  O^. 

v,  t8,  tp,  to,  So  he  m#y  be  U\&  to  ba-c 
preached  to  Jews  and  Gbiti.cs  by  them,  m 
Like  manner  as  he  is  frid  to  bare  pTdchcrt !  l 
ht*  Spirit  to  tbc  old  vurli  in  chc  ros,»:f:  * 
of  K&abt  1  Peter  iii*  to,  TbUi?  whar  r-s; 

apofUir  CaLU  fitritf'j  Speak;  it*  irj  hi »Jt>  1  L”>r 

xiii.  3.  and  thU  I  take  to  hz  principally 
lenil^I  iu  tbc  vurds  before  ui. 


Cb.  ii. 


ilt 


And 


are 

Mk  upon  the 
^t'lin^tion  of  the 

and  pro- 
:  Ws,  Jefus 

Ciirift  htoifclf 
he  ins  the  chief 
ratner-yfaftf ; 


it  In  whom 
,11  the  bwUiUf , 

he  ly  framed  to* 

vtrher,  jrowcih 
n:i?o  an  holy 
Ktnple  m  the 
iotd : 
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domeftics  that  dwell  in  his  houfe,  and  are  employed  in 
his  fervige  under  his  fpecial  care,  and  as  children  of 

.your  heavenly  Father  by  regeneration  and  adoption*  and 
coofequently  heirs  if  God  through  Chrift,  (Rotnr  vi*i* 
17.  and  Gal.  iv,  7.} 

20  And  yc  are  ftill  more  clofely  united  to  Chrift, 
and  to  God  in  him*  not  only  as  citizens  to  their  lore* 
reign,  and  ascbildten  to  their  father}  but  at  a  build* 
tng  to  its  foundation,,  which  is  another  figure  under 
which  the  church  of  Chrift  may  be  confidered  in  its 
relation  to  him,  (l  Pet,  ii.  4,  5.)  who  is  a  fure  foun¬ 
dation,  which  God  htmfdf  has  laid  in  £190,  befides 
which  no  man  can  lay  any  other,  but  which  is  minifte- 
rially  laid  both  by  my  preaching,  (1  Cor .  iii.  10,  1 1.)  and 
by  the  doQrine  of  the  twelve  apoilles,  as  mafter-buikl- 
ers,  under  Chrift,  in  the  New  Tefta rnent-difpealarian, 
{Rev.  xxi.  14.)  as  it  alfo  has  been  in  the  writings  of  the 
a  mien  t  prophets,  ( Pf.  civiii.  22.  and  IJa.  xiviii.  16.) 
which  teflify'd  of  Chrift,  {John  v.  39.)  The  do&rine 
of  all  thefe  is  for  fubftance  the  fame,  wiih  regard  to  e- 
ternal  life  and  fal ration  by  Jefus  Chrift,  whq  is  not  on¬ 
ly  the  rock,  on  which  he  has  built  his  church,  {Matt. 
xvi.  18.)  ;  but  is  alfo  the  principle  corner  ftonc,  which 
unites,  holds,  and  binds  together  both  believing  Jevti 
zndGentiles  in  himfelf  as  one  church,  and  gives  flrength, 
folidity,  and  beauty  to  the  whole  fpi ritual  edifice  tbat 
is  ere&ed  upon  him  *. 

21  In  onion  with  whom,  and  by  virtue  derived  from 
him,  the  whole  fabric  of  the  utiiverfal  church,  con¬ 
fiding  of  believing  Jews  and  Gentiles ,  and  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  it,  bring  placed  in  proper  order  for  the  dfe  of 
the  whole,  rife*  up  like  a  great  pile  of  living  materials 
into  a  fpiritual  building,  by  a  continual  addition  of  new 
converts,  and  by  a  further  growth  of  each  of  them, 
which  are  animated  and  influenced  by  their  living  foun¬ 
dation,  unto  the  compleating  of  a  ftcied  temple ;  not 
like  that  of  (tones,  which  God  ordered  to  be  built  at 
Jerufalem,  and  was  typical  of  this ;  But  a  temple  of  a 
(piruual  nature,  even  his  church,  which  is  formed  by 
and  for  Chrift,  and  is  dedicated  to  him,  and  inhabited 

by  him,  who  is  the  Lord  of  hit  own  houfe,  (lieb.  Hi.  6.) 


v 

*  Tif  btads  of  IJrcrl  that  bore  the 
i.f  Eovartuntntt  md  were  thrir  jiqry,  are 
talkd  the  sDd  the  flay,  or  as  'th  mi  he 

Hebrew  (m3)  the  corners  of  tht  pcopk  ” 
(t  S*m,  xi7*  and  If  si**  t£.)  aecord- 
ir'.fly  Chrift  i*  called  the  "  chief  co;ner-ftone 
*■  and  the  Head-lWc  of  the  comer*  "  Pf, 


m 

O  T  E, 

cxvjii.  it,  becaufe  the  church  depends  as  cn- 
liiely  Upon  him  as  it* /kuj;f urhea  cob* 
fiderM  in  allufion  to  a  houfe  «r  huildinjg,  as 
ft  doer  upon  him,  as  tt?  when  eotfi- 
dered  in  alluficm  to  a  neural  and  political 
body.  (Vid.  £rz*  ft*  Inc  ) 
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&i  In  vhnm 
ye  alfo  arc 
bujlded  together, 

for  an  habitation 
of  God  through 
the  Spirit 


in  which  he  manifefls  his  gracious  pre  fence,  difpUys  his 
glory,  and  is  worshipped  and  glorified. 

22  In  whom,  as  vitally  united  to  him,  and  framed 
into  the  order  of  the  gofpel  by  his  authority  and  influ¬ 
ence,  and  in  his  name,  ye  alfo*  as  a  peculiar  church 
made  up  of  Gentile  and  Jrwijb  believers,  are  hull:  to¬ 
gether,  without  difference  of  privileges  and  btoefus, 
as  a  living  temple,  which  God  has  confronted  for  him- 

felf,  and  reGdes  in,  as  he  alfo  doth  in  the  heart  of  e- 

very  true  believer,  by  the  fpecial  prefence,  light,  and 
grace  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  who  dwells  in  jout  and /bail  be 
inyoUy  (John  xiv.  17*)  till  ye  be  received  up  to  him- 
felf  in  glory* 


RECOLLECTION  5- 

How  deplorable  ia  our  ftatc  by  the  fall !  We  were  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fir*s; 
children  of  wrath  by  nature,  and  of  difobedieuce  bypra&ice;  andftrongiy  ad¬ 
dicted  to  a  gratification  of  alt  abominable  appetites  of  the  foul  and  body,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  evil  cuftoms  of  this  World,  under  the  power  and  influence  of  Sabin, 
who  rules  and  works  in  us  by  our  own  free  content*  But  *bow  araaxing  is  the 
grace  of  God,  in  recovering  turners  of  thefc  characters  from  this  hideous  ftatt  ’ 
He  is  rich  in  mercy  toward  them,  through  Jefas  Chrift,  in  the  greatuefs  of  hi; 
love,  with  which  he  baa loved  a  tboftn  people amofig  them,  and  which  he  man* 
fefts  with  endearing  kindnefs  in  all  the  ages  of  time,  and  to  an  endlefe  eternity : 
He  quickens  them  from  their  death  in  fin  to  a  life  of  righteoufnefs,  by  virtue  of, 
and  in  conformity  to  their  rife n  Saviour;  and  highly  advances  them  in  btm,  as 
their  head  in  whom  they,  though  not  pcrfonally,  yet  rcprcfintatively  are  already 
raffed  up,  and  made  to  fit  together  in  the  m  an  Aon  s  of  heavenly  glory,  tiU  they 
fliall  actually  tn  their  own  ptrfons  At  down  there  with  him  ;  And  he  has  fliewn 
the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace  to  former  converts,  creti  among  Gentile*  Anners, 
as  patterns  and  earadh  of  what  he  deGgn’d  todoinlucceeding  generations,  thro1 
Jefus  thrift,  for  all  that  fball,  through  grace,  believe  m  him  after  their  example* 
Behold  God’s  way  of  laving  Goners  T  'Tis  not  by  any  works  uf  their  own,  left 
they  ibould  take  the  glory  of  it  to  thefti&tves ;  but  merely  by  his  own  grace  thro" 
faith  in  Chrilt  Jefus ;  and  this  faith  is  not  wrought  in  them  for  any  wonhlnefs, 

or  by  any  power  of  their  own ;  but  h  the  free  gift  of  God,  whofe  curious  work¬ 
manship  they  are,  by  a  new  creation  in  Cbrift  unto  good  works,  according  to  his 
eternal  appointment,  that  they  ihouM  pra&ice  and  perfevere  in  them*  How  hum* 
We  ftiould  we  be  in  reffedion  upon  what  we  were  by  nature,  as  without  Chrift 
and  all  the  Wettings  of  the  new  covenant,  without  God  or  any  good  hope  towards 
him ;  and  in  a  periftiing  ftate,  as  ftrangersrfar  from  him*  But  how  fhouJd  we  of 
the  believing  Geniihs>  as  well  as  believing  jfao//,  rejoice  and  blefs  God  for  u-hat 
we  are  made  to  be  in  Cbrift*  through  faith  in  him  !  All  obftruftions  to  our  recon¬ 
ciliation  with  them,  and  to  a  reconciliation  of  both  with  God  as  one  body,  art 
now  remov’d;  we  are  brought  nigh,  into  a  ftate  of  peace  with  God,  by  the  blood 
of  Chris's  crofs,  and  have  free  liberty  of  acccfs  to  the  Father  by  one  Spirit  thro' 
pim  ;  are  felldw-  citizens  with  the  taints,  and  of  the  family  of  God,  equal  par¬ 
takers  of  at)  thofe  privileges  and  blefiing3  by  means  of  the  gofpel,  which  Cbrift 
himfelf  may  ftillbc  faid  to  preach  to  us  by  the  imniftry  of  Ins  Jcrvants:  And  we 
are  built  on  him  as  the  only  foundation*  which  is  laid  in  the  infpired  writings  of 
the  apoftles  and  prophets ;  and  are  built  up  together  as  his  church,  for  a  h;iluta~ 
tkm  of  God  through  the  Spirit,  till  we  come  to  dwell  in  his  immediate  bJLfafuI 
pretence  for  ever. 


CHAT. 


Cb.  Hi. 
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C  H  A  P.  W. 

The  apojlte  fits  forth  the  dignity  «f  his  office  in  its  relation  to  the  Gen- 
tifcs,  for  -which  he  fvffered  impri/bament,  lt  2.  His  qualifications 
for  iit  3 — 6.  If  is  call  to  it,  together  with  the  mfle  pnrpofes  that 
were  anfwered  by  it,  y, — ii.  He  offers  up  a  mqfi  excellent  andcom- 
prehenfive  prayer  for  the  Ephefian**1^, — 1 9.  And  concludes  with  a 
grand  and foitable  doxohgy,  20,  at. 


Tsxt. 

UOR  thit  tnft 
I  Paul  the 

pri^nfp  nf 

Chdft,  for  you 
Gc  miles ; 


1  If  ye  have 
Ecard  of  the  di£» 

prnftliQn  of  ihe 
grace  of  God 
u.fcich  is  given 
me  to  you-wird : 


3  How  that 
rrvekrion  he 
nude  known  tm- 

to 


Paraphrase. 

|^N  account  of  my  averting  2nd  maintaining  that  the 
^  believing  Gentiles  are  now  no  more  firangers  and /b- 
reigners,  but  fellow-citizens  with  the  faints,  &c«  (chap*  1 
ii.  ip,  ire*)  1  Paul,  am  at  this  very  time  fuffefing 
bonds  and  imprifonment  at  Rome,  through  the  impla¬ 
cable  malice,  and  indefatigable  oppoGrion  of  the  car¬ 
nal  Jews,  who  have  brought  me  under  this  confine- 
mentj  and  they  are  efpecially  erafperated  againd  me, 
as  they  were  at  Epbefus,  (A£t$  xsJt.  27, — 33.)  for  my 
faithfulnefs  and  zeal  in  preaching  to  you  and  other 
Gentiles,  the  dodriue  of  juftification  alone  through 
faith  in  Chrift,  without  the  deeds  of  the  law,  (AEls 
xxii*  21*22-  and  xxvi-  17,-21.)  under  which  confi¬ 
dent  ion  of  my  fufferings,  I  glory  in  them  :  And  ye 
cannot  reafonably  doubt,  but  that  I  undergo  them  on 
your  account,  and  for  your  fpiritual  advantage  ; 

2  Since' t  ye  mud  needs  have  heard  of  the  divine 
ComtniffioD  which  was  freely  given  to  me*  as  a  (tow¬ 
ard  in  Ohrid's  houfe  and  kingdom*  to  go  to  the  Gentiles, 
(A <2 a  ix*  15*  and  xxii.  21.  and  xxvi.  17*  18.}  and  to 
difpenfe  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God  chiefly  to  you* 
and  orhers  of  that  character,  which  I  have  according¬ 
ly  done  for  many  years*  wherever!  came*  that  by  means 
thereof  ye  might  bdieve  and  be  fayed* 

3  It  is  evident  from  what  ye  have  heard  of  this,  that, 
to  fit  and  qualify  me  for  fo  important  a  ferric e,  the 
Lord  Jefus  has  difeovered  to  me,  by  the  immediate 

infpi  ration 


NOTES, 

*  SomewpofitorMo  mt)t£  #Qliht  eoaxtc-  the  latter  part  of  thcpreceedfog  chapter,  a»<J 
JiiB  of  thit  vttftj  confider  all  that  follows  It,  the  Terfes  that  immediately  follow  it. 
VJlwccome  to  the  14th,  as  a  parenthtjis,  t  The  particle  (styi)  i/ maybe  coulider- 
wdjoiu  ibis  and  that  together,  where  the  eii,  not  us  particle  of  ta:  of  affir¬ 

ms are  r^aflhin^  in  the  a-  mtffon;  and  fo  may  be  rendered  bt*fi*Bchss 
poftlt3*  prayer  for  the  Epktfiavs.  flue  if  in  or or  feting  that,  a*  the  like  panicle  (tar) 
llw  tirtt  verfe  we  only  Supply  the  wb  aw,  dignifies,  when  our  Lord  fold,  **  If*  or  as 
which  is  often  defective  in  the  Gmi,  and  4*  forelyss  1  go  and  prepare  a  place  for  you, 
rwtlit  with  Erttfums,  JS tia,  and  many  others,  41  I  will  come  again, "  &c.  John  xiv.  j*  and 
*■  For  this  caufo  I  Paul  am  the  jmbntr  of  fo  no  mere  argument  can  be  drawn  from 
*l  Jtfas  Chrift  for  you  Gentiles,  M  ill  con-  hence,  that  the  apottle  had  not  preached  ai 

v&l-jn  (lands  ofevUra  andcafy,  both  wid\  Ephtfas*  Dr.  on  tw  pliw*) 
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to  me  the  my  fie¬ 
ry,  (u  I  wrote 

afore  in  few 

WtfUfc, 


4  Whereby 
when  ye  rad  yc 

may  lUKtalhod 
my  knowledge 
in  the  myftcry  of 

Chrift,) 


S  Which  in 
ofb*T  age*  vu 
apt  made  known 
unto  die  font  of 
men*  as  it  is  now 
revealed  unto  hl$ 
holy  apoftks  sad 
prophets  by  the 
bpint ; 


6  That  the 
Gentiles  fhoubl 
be  fcllow-helrt, 

and 


infpiration  of  his  Spirit,  (ver.  v.)  and  by  repeated  vi- 
fioos  and  revelations,  (d Sis  xxvi.  l6~,  17.  a  Cor .  xiL 
I,  7.)  the  great  myflery  of  the  eofpcl  concerning  fal- 
vition  alone  through  Mm,  as  God  manitefted  in  the 
flefh,  and  the'  calling  of  the  Gentiles  ;  which  is  indeed 
a  matter  of  ftiipendous  wifdom  and  forereignty,  con> 
defeenfion  and  grace,  furpafling  alt  our  thoughts,  (ver. 
19.}  according  to  what  I  have  (*>  •“}«)  briefly  laid  a  lit¬ 
tle  before  in  this  epiftle  about  it,  (ebaps.  i.  11.) 

4  By  which,  when  ye  review  and  refle&  upon  it, 
and  compare  it  with  what  1  am  going  dill  further  to 
advance,  ye  may  dearly  perceive,  that  the  knowledge 
of  this  profound  and  aftoni  thing  myftcry  has  been  re¬ 
vealed  to  me  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  that  I  am  fully  ac¬ 
quainted  with  it,  as  it  relates  to  his  unfearchable  rich¬ 
es,  (ver.  8.)  that  are  preached,  and  diftributed  even 

among  the  Gentiles. 

e  Which  myftery,  in  the  former  ages  of  the  church, 
before  the  law,  and  .under  the  law,  was  not  made 
known  to  the  Gentiles  at  all ;  nor  fo  folly,  diftinftly, 
and  plainly  revealed,  efpccially  in  many  of  its  glorious 
ctrcumftances,  to  any  of  the  human  race  ;  no,  not  any 
of  the  moll  eminent  of  God*#  favourites  under  former 
difpenfations,  (Mattb.  xiii.  17.)  *  as  it  is  now  tnani- 
felled  in  a  fupernarural  way  to  the  apoftles  of  our  Lord, 
whom  he  has  fanftify’d  that  they  may  be  holy  in  heart 
and  life,  and  has  fet  apart  for  his  fervice ;  and  to  the 
New  Teftament  extraordinary  prophets,  by  the  imme¬ 
diate  infpiration  of  nts  Spirit,  in  confequence  of  his 
aicenGon  to  heaven,  that  be  might  fill  all  things ,  (chap. 

tv.  IO,|I.) 

6  The  myftery  which  T  have  chiefly  in  mine  eye  is, 
that  even  the  idolatrous  Gentiles ,  (chap,  ii*  la.)  fliould 

not 


NOTE. 


*  The  gofpd  had  been  Indeed  preached 
Unto  and  Ok  calling  of  tbt  Cta- 

tilet  had  been  revealed  in  many  ant  lent  pro* 
mifei  and  prophecies  of  the  Old  Teftumait, 
as  in  Oen,  xni,  iB.  and  xtix,  to.  PfaL  ii.  0. 
afld  Ifiu  xl.  to.  and  xlix*  d-  But  in  nrhot 
nwwr,  bj  i pbat  nuant,  and  Ml  wAef  tmtt 
this  fjvarion  ftunild  U«  aceomptlhed,  and 
extended  to  them,  and  that  as  they  JbtulH  be 
one  body  tod  fellow-heir*  with  the  unbelie¬ 
ving  Jcvn*  was  UtUe  k.so\vn  or  underltoodi 
nitd  potiiithft&odidg  the  plain  deefctraf  Eons  of 
ottr  Lord  hrbalclf  it,  (John  sL  id.  and 
JjL  tndhjs  exprc&Comaiiflion  and 

pfoatiie  to  bis  difciple*  relating  it,  Mat> 
xaviiLi  ip,  ao*  and  Mark  xvi.  aj,  id,  yet 
feme  of  the  apoftJcs  themfdves,  as  well  as 
mW  convened  were  fur  prised  and 

Jhqcked  at  the  thought  of  the  Gcn&Ut  being 
made  equai  partakers  of  thcMe&ugt  ouhe 


goipei  with  themfdves,  and  that  whhm:. 
their  being  circumdfed,  md  tftfenring  tfer 
hwof  M&fcS}  u  appears  from  the  fern  pies 
that  Peter  made  about  going  in  to  the 
and  the  aflon!  foment  of  the  Jevtt  at  their  it- 
cemng  the  Holy  Gboft,  Aft*  chap*  x-  athl 
from  tbe  debates  that  note  in  the  cnimril  at 
JcruftiiMj  upon  Paul  and  Aaroek-j1 s  repo-t¬ 
ing  the  conversion  of  the  Greri.o  by  their 
romiftry,  A&siu  t, — aj>*  Hide,  and  foth 
like,  were  the  thing*  that  were  not  known 
before,  as  they  were  now  revealed  h>  the  hi* 

ty  jpofHe*  and  prophets,  vhkfc  is  mewt 
not  of  the  Old  Teflti^eMt^pTOpheti,  but.  of  l!  r 
inured  prophets  of  the  New Tc(l ament,  luca 
as  are  mcnt'inned  chap.  and i  Cor  xiv. 

For  what'  i res  tfew  rm^fvd  : 
them  is  here  fpoken  of,  in  oppositions  *?•  + 
wif  ml  -Se  v u  in  firmer  *f?i* 


Ch.  ill 
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ana  of  the  fime  flot  only  be  admitted  to  fome  fhare  of  advantage  undrr 

Lr/  oThis^ro^  r^e  eiPect^  Mcflxah ;  but  fhould,  together  with  the 
mi  ft  in  chrift,  believing  Jews*  Iw  fellow-citizens  and  joint-heirs  of 
by  the  gofpeh  the  htatanly  inheritance  with  them,  through  the  fai:ti 

of  Chrift,  aa  if  they  bad  been  the  natural  feed  of  Abra- 
ham$  (Gal.  iii*  29.)  ;  and  that  they  fhould  be  incorpo¬ 
rated  with  them  into  the  fame  church,  to  partake  o(%ll 
its  privileges  equally  with  them  (elves,  and  be  members 
of  the  fame  myftical  body  of  Chriff,  to  derive  all  ert- 
lightning*  quicknmg,  fanftifying,  and  comforting  in¬ 
fluence  from  him,  and  hold  their  right  and  claim  to  all 
the  bleffings  of  the  new  covenant'under  him,  as  their 
bead;  and  that  they,  in  as  full  a  manner  as  ary  or 
the  Jew$t  fhould  be  interefted  tn  the  whole  covenant  of 
promifes,  indufive  of  all  its  fpiritual  and  eternal  bene* 
fits ;  and  particularly  that  the  great  promife  of  the  New 
Tcftament,  even  the  Holy  Ghoft,  that  eminent  promife 
of  the  Father,  [AQs  i.  4*}  fhould  be  fulfilled  unto  them, 
and  they  fhould  be  made  partakers  of  his 'gifts  and  fa* 
ving  graces,  as  he  is  fhed  upon  them  abundantly  thro* 
Jefus  Chriil  out  Saviour,  in  virtue  of  his  purchafe  for 
them,  and  of  their  union  with  hint,  in  whom  all  thj 
promifes  of  God  areyea%  and  amen ,  (Tit.  iii.  6.  and  2 
Cor*  i.  20.)  and  fo  the  bleffmg  of  Abraham*  in  its  ufmofl 
extent,  fhould  come  on  the  Gentiles  through  Jefus  Chrijl, 
that  they,  as  well  as  Jews ,  might  receive  the  promife  of 
the  Spirit  through  faitht  (Gab  iii.  14.)  by  means  of  the 
gofpel  which  is  now  preached  unto  them. 
t  Wkereof  l  j  Of  which  gofpel  I  have  the  honour  of  being  or* 

Her,  "ccord^io  dained  and  called  to  be  a  preacher  and  an  apoftfe,  that  1 
itic'gift  of  the  might  pubJifh  it  in  all  its  light,  fulnefs,  and  glory,  and 
grace  of  God  gi-  jn  jts  wideft  extent  to  GentUciy  as  well  as  Jews*  I  did 

not  ^bruft  myfdf  into  this  high  office*  or  take  this  hn- 
iii£ of  hi*  power.  nour  to  myfelf;  no,  nor  did  I  receive  it  of  man ,  or  by 

-the  hands  of  any  man  tohatfoever,  ( Gal  i,  i.)  but  1 
came  Into  it  by  the  immediate  authority  of  Jefus  Chxift 
himfelf,  and  of  God  the  Father  who  raifed  him  front 
the  dead,  according  to  the  free  gift  or  grace  of  the  a* 
potllefhip  *,  which  God  of  his  own  mere  favour  con¬ 
ferred  upon  me,  in  that  be  not  only  converted  mc^buc 

likewifc 


M  O 

•  A*  in  vet,  x*  the  is  called  tbt  grace 
tf  Gird,  which  it  aMb  1%  Tit*  it*  li-  beemife 
it  is  the  gift  of  hit  fw  favour,  ind  difet^ 
v-jti  the  grace  that  U  in  his  heart,  and  that 
he  has  provided  in  Chrift  for  Carters,  and 
branfe  tt  is  the  mcitrt  of  his  conveying 
;rire  to  them ;  fo  here  the  apoitlefliipfcems, 
*li.t  like  #eaf^nAj  to  be  meant  Uy  wra?  she 
VoL  IV.  f  C 


T  F» 

a  pc  (He  calls  rfr  greet  ef  Goi  give*  to  Hm  s 
for  the  follow ic g  words  Hum  iharlie  had 
hetdn  a  peculiar  refpeA  10  the  grace  uiikh 
called  him  to,  and  endowed  him  «ith. 

gifts ft>t  the apotfolic office ;  and  this  a?olherL 

limes  he  jpeaks  of  as  the  pace,  and  the  grate 
&f  G&Jlhat  wat  himi  (Rom*  iv*  16* 

end  Gal,  i:*  j  )  - 
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ft  Unt'J  me, 
who  am  left  than 
the  lead  of  wtt 
faint;*  is  this 
grate  giren*  that 
1 1  fhutihl  preach  a* 
ifftng  the  Gen¬ 
tries  the  unfeircb* 

iiiikr  riches  of 
Chriti : 


make  alt  men  &t 
vhat  ii  the  fd- 
hrvlhip  of  the 
inylhry,  which 
from  the  bepn. 
ninj  of  the  workl 
hath  been  hid  ht 

God 


The  Epifile  to  the  Ephesiahs  paraphrafeth  Ch*  iir« 

like  wife  ted  me  into  the  deepeft  myfteries  of  the  gofpef ; 
and  fo  futniflied  me  for,  and  called  me  to  this  honour* 
able  ofii^c,  which  he  made  effectual  by  the  mighty  ope¬ 
ration  both  of  his  miraculous  and  faving  power  in  and 
by  me,  to  the  benefit  of  my  own  foul,  and  of  multi¬ 
tudes  of  others,  efpeciatly  among  the  €  entiles*  (Gab 

ii.  1 8-) 

3  Unto  me  in  a  peculiar  manner,  who,  while  1  mag* 
nify  my  office*  and  extol  the  riches  of  divine  grace  to¬ 
ward  me,  and  toward  Gentile  Gnners,  cannot  tell  how 
to  think  and  fpeak  meanly  enough  of  myfelf,  and  want 
words  fulEcieotly  to  expreb  the  humbling  fenfe-Z  have 
of  my  own  unworthinefs  f„  Unto  me,  who  really  am, 
and  un  feigned!  y  account  myfelf,  unworthy  to-be  num¬ 
bered  among  the  faints,  when  I  con  fide  r  what  an  invc* 
terate  enemy  and  injurious  violent  perfecuterof  Chrift* 
his  people  and  caufe,  I  formerly  was,  and  fbouid  have 
continued  to  be  tu  this  very  day,  had  I  been  left  to  the 
chou-n  way  of  my  own  heart;  yea,  in  refiefiion  on 
thde  dectfiahle  things,  f  think  of  myfelf  as  the  meanefi, 
ay,  far  below  the  very  meaneft  of  all  that  are  truly  fane- 
ti fif'd*  (which,  bleflcd  be  God,  is  now  my  cafe}  and  as 
not  meet  to  be  called  an  apoftk^  {i  Cor*  v*  9.)  Even 
unto  fuch  a  worthlefs,  undefcrving,  hell- deferring  wretch 
as  myfelf,  this  aftouidiing,  matcblefs,  condescending 
favour  is  Ihown,  that  I,  above  all  the  reft  of  the  apo- 
files,  fhouid  be  pkched  upon,  and  employed  topublifh 
among  the  poor  idolatrous  Gentiles,  the  glad  tidings  of 

fhlvation,  and  to  be  in Ara mental,  in  the  hand  of  die 
Spirit,  of  making  known,  and  conveying  to  multitudes 
of  them,  thole  exceeding  riches  of  meicy  and  merit, 
of  grate  and  glory,  that  arc  ercafuted  up  inCbrifl,  and 
propofed  in  the  gofpel,  by  and  through  him,  to  the 
xvorfi  of  Tinners,  even  among  tbem\  and  riches  that 
can  never  be  fathomed  or  exhaufted,  tokl  over  or  traced 
out  (*«&***«**)  in  all  their  eudkfs  variety,  excellence, 
and  fulnefs* 

9  And  the  great  defign  of  God,  in  honouring  me 
with  this  commiffion,  was  to  enlighten  alt  forts  of  men 
among  Gentiksf  as  well  as  JtWj  by  means  of  my  mU 
niflry,  that  they  might  clearly  perceive  what  a  happy 
communion  believers  of  all  nations  have  in  the  exceed¬ 
ing  great  and. glorious  bleffings  of  the  gofpef  as  they 

arc 

T  E. 

fured  up  m  him,  and  diiTafcd  abroad  by  bun. 
He  Iccnu:  to  ftrcich  the  povtti  of  language. 
toftthimAlf  as  low*  and  the  riches  of  tu? 
grace  of  Chrift  u  high,  as  perffibk* 


N  O 

.  f  Here  are  the  nobieft  flrjius  of  Sov.  bg 
clocjutxice,  to  paint  out  the  exceeding  bv 
upiiiioD  the  apdllr  had  of  hiirlelf,  his 
fcvjtcd  thoughts  of  Chart,  and  of  the  full- 
acu  of  Use  avclltnt  blefliugs  dial  tfttrn- 
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God,  who  crea¬ 
ted  aJl  thiols  by 
jcfci  Chrift ; 


to  To  ih t  in* 

tent  that  now, 
onto  the  prifici- 
politics  vid  pow¬ 
er*  in  heavenly 
fhcci)  might  be 
known  by  the 
churdbthe  mani¬ 
fold  wtJUoxn  of 
God, 


.1 1  According 
to  the  eternal 
purpofc  which 
he  porpo/cd  in 

Chrift  Jefut  our 
Lord  : 


la  In  whom 
we  have  hddflds 
and  aeeefs  with 
coo  lid  dice  by  the 
faith  of  him* 


are  one  church  or  body  under  Chrift  their  head  ;  which 
may  very  properly  be  filled  a  myflery^  not  only  bec&ufe 
of  the  unfathomable  depth  of  God's  (overt ignty,  wif* 
dom,  and  grace  therein,  hut  hecauf&it  lay  concealed 
as  an  entire  fecret  in  his  eternal  counfel  ami  purpofe, 
{wr.  11.  and  chap *  i*  n  )  before  all  ages,  and  has  un¬ 
der  all  former  di (pen famous,  ever  (nice  the  beginning 
of  this  world,  been  fuggefted  only  in  fome  general 
hints,  while  the  whole  febeme,  as  it  ia  now  revealed 
by  the  gafpel,  was  ftill  referved  with  impenetrable  con¬ 
cealment  in  the  mind  of  God  hiiDfrif,  who  or  eared  all 
things,  from  the  highclt  to  the  lowed  of  them,  by  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  the  Father  therein  acting  by,  and  together 
with  bis  Son ;  fo  that  without  him  was  not  any  thing 
mads  that  was  mads9  (John  i.  2,  3.  Col*  i<  16*  and 
HeL  i*  2,) 

to  Th  is  glorious  revelation  is  alio  now  made,  to  the 
end  and  purpofe  that  ail  the  ranks  and  orders  of  the  an¬ 
gelic  nature,  which  may  be  called  principalities  and 
powers  in  heavenly  places^  bccaufe  they  excel  in  jlrengthf 
(Pfal*  ctii-  10.)  and  are  employed  as  tniniftring /pints  to 
the  heirs  of  falvatim ,  (Heb.  i.  14*)  in  this  lower  world* 
though  their  ordinary  rcfidence  be  in  heaven*  (See  the 
note  on  chap.u  air)  This  difeovery,  I  fay,  is  now 
made,  that  they,  who  defire  to  look  into  thole  things* 
(1  Pet.  i,  12*)  might  behold,  and  contemplate  with  joy 
and  praife,  the  adorable  wifdom  of  God,  which  now 
ihines  forth  in  numberlefs  difplays  of  various  glories* 
as  exhibited  in  the  doftrines  and  mini  ftr&t  ions,  buf¬ 
fings,  and  privileges  of  the  New  Teftamem-church* 

1  e  All  which  is  now  done  exaftly  agreeable  to  GodV 
eternal  pre-ordination,  or  purpofe  in  himftlf9  {chap,  u 
p.)  *  which  he  formed  with  a  gracious  regard  to  his 
church,  as  con  fide  red  in  Chrift  theirheaJ,  even  our  Saviour 
and  Lord,  and  which  he  intended  in  due  time  to  exe^ 
cute  juft  after  the  manner  in  which  he  has  now  brought 
it  to  pafs  by  him,  (Rom.  viii#  28*  and  1  Pet,  i*  20,  a**) 

12  In  and  through  whom,  as  the  only  mediator  be¬ 
tween  God  and  man,  we  have  great  liberty  and  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  fpirit  in  our  tranfaftions  with  God,  as  our 
reconciled  God,  Father,  and  Friend,  and  make  near  ap~ 
proaches  to  hi iji  00  a. throne  of  grace  in  our  folemn 
a£ta  of  wot  {hip,  and  in  the  delightful  communion 

which 


NOTES* 

*  The  vord  here  rendered  purpofe  ferna?  opennons  or  even**;  eul  therefore  I 

^«rcv}Uin  the  New  Tcfament d»ay*,  take  3 1  here,  as  ofoiL  cllewbere,  to  relate  to 

ctpt  la  the  cafe  of  the  fitw-brtadt  (if  A.  U.  tht  wiglwl  pttrpoftof  God  btftre  the  vrer{<ft 
*.)  tranftated  parpsfij  and  lignite  an  ittftr-  r»r  al^')  a*  it  b  ciprtflcd,  i  Ccr* 

aft  of  the  will  or  mindt  but  l  do  not  ii,  7, 
fhd  that  u  h  *r«r  ufed  for  difptiting  by  cs-  C  c  i 
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which  he  admits  us  to,  arid  that  with  humble  aifiirance, 
as  to  his  favour  towards  us,  and  our  acceptance  in  his 
Gght,  and  as  to  the  audience  of  our  prayers  for  things 
agreeable  ro  his  will,  and  our  final  falvation  ;  which 
holy  confidence  refuhs  from,  and  is  produced  in  us  by 
the  faith  which  Chriii  is  the  author  of,  and  which  ter* 
minatss  Immediately  upon  him,  in1  a  firm  dependence 
on  what  he  has  done  and  buffered  for  us,  and  in  a  fidu¬ 
cial  commitment  of  ourfclves  and  all  our  concerns  to 


I  i-;  Wherefore 

1  (lifiit  that  ye 

frint  not  at  my 
tribulation*  for 

you,  which  U 
your  glory* 


:*  For  this 
tflufe  1  bow  my 
knees  unto  the 
Father  of  our 
J~utd  Telus 
Cbrhl, 

15  Of  whom 
the  whole  family 
hi  heaven  and 
cLTth  is  named, 


him,  who  is  in  us  cur  hop£  0/  glory,  (Col-  u  27.) 

13  In  reflection  therefore  on  all  thefe  things,  I  ear- 
ncfUy  intreat  you  to  labour,  by  divine  grace,  not  to  be 
difheartenel,  {/*»  fK«*tFT)  or  any  way  frightned  into  ne¬ 
gligence  or  defpondency  in  your  Ch  ri  Ilian  *courfe  and 
profefllon,  by  reafon  of  the  fufferings  which  I  endure, 
not  for  any  evil  done  by  me,  but  merely  in  the  eaufe  of 
Chrift,  for  the  fake  of  my  preaching  the  gofpel  to  you 
Gentiles^  (ver*  u) ;  but  I  beg  that  ye  may  rather  he  en¬ 
couraged,  (lengthened,  and  animated  in  his  ways  by 
them,  which  are  really  a  peculiar  honour  put  upon  you 
as  well  as  me,  inafmucb  as  Chrift  has  not  only  fent  me 
to  pubiiih  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation,  but  has  like  wife 
called  me  to  fufferings  on  that  account,  in  confirmation 
of  the  truth  of  the  doctrines  which  I  preached  unto 
you,  and  by  means  of  which  ye  were  brought  to  he- 
lieve  in  him  f.  And  this  will  be  indeed  your  glory,  if 
ye  are  fo  far  from  being  difmayed  or  offended  at  tny 
tribulations,  as  to  be  fo  much  the  more  eftablifhed  in 
your  faith  by  them. 

14  For  rhis  reafon,  I,  in  the  mod  humble,  reverenti¬ 
al,  and  folemn  addreffes  on  my  bended  knees,  recom¬ 
mend  you  to  the  grace  of  the  eternal  and  Covenant-Fa¬ 
ther  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  alfo  our  Cove¬ 
nant-Father  and  friend  in  him* 

15  Of  whom,  and  of  the  Father  through  him,  the 
whole  body  of  true  worshippers,  which  make  but  one 
family>con(jfting  of  all  the  Ounrs,  together  with  the  an- 
gels  in  heaven  *,  and  of  all  believers  in  every  place  and 
nation  upon  earth,  as  being  gathered  together  under 

Chrift 


NOTES. 

f  tth&nra  upon  this  plm,  that  the  (*  Q>r-  vi*  ifl-  and  1  John  in*  The 
djrch  is  by  .the  MojJ  of  nMrt^st  yjfirr commonly  fpcik  of  ilie  u  Cn^s 

hot  is  01, iy  vwjlrd  by  the  Mood  of  Chrift-  famlj  ia  heavtnt  and  of  in**,  efpeejafty  of 
*  Of  Ta?^fl,T  by  the  tnnlhnAibn  may  re-  his  covenant-people,  a*  brj  family  «  rartl. 
tr  f-'tl'ef  to  wr  LW  yr/wi  Cwi.//,  who  is  the  (See  Dr  W&*thy  on  the  pliec.)  AnHt  fnp* 
Immediate  antcrrdaitt  and  povtf  poling  the  apofllc  to  allude  to  ibis,  the  an¬ 
te  hs:i;vers  to, become  the  fon&  of  God,  peh  mild  he  rt  lead  indud^J  in  fk 

Uvbiti.uO  ;  or  may  refer  to  God  the  Father^  which  he  here  fpcsfc*  of,  (iec  the  note  o;i 

who  h  the  principal fubjeA  of  the  foregoing  chap*  L  ro,) 

^nj  makis  bdkvers  hi*  tons, 


CK  til* 


tS  Tfut  he 
vould  granrt  you, 
accxardiug  v  c 
ridrts  of  his  jdo- 
ty,  to  be  itrcn«- 
thtned  %'ith 
ir.igbi,  by*  his 
Spirit  w  ;hc  in* 
nt|  mut * 


i7  That  0::irt 


may 
your 
faith  ; 


d  i>.  ril 
hca  s  i  s 
dial 


being  ranted  and 
grounded  in  love* 


Chrift  their  head,  have  received  a  much  more  excellent 
name  than  that  of  the  children  of  Abraham*  in  which 
the  carnal  Jews  vainly  be  a  ft  ;  they  have  the  title,  ho¬ 
nour ,  and  advantage  of  being  called  the  children  of  6W, 
as  high  favourites,  nearly  related  to  him,  owning  and 
loving  him3  and  being  owned  and  beloved  by  him,  and 
living  in  their  Father’s  hoofe. 

1 6  My  prayer  to  this  great  and  bTefled  God,  who  has 
done  fo  much  for  you  already,  is,  that  in  a  way  and 
manner  like  his  infinite  felf,  anfwerable  to  his  ownim- 
men  ft  fufnefs  of  wifdom,'fairhfulnrfi>,  and  power,  good- 
nefs,  mercy,  and  grace,  which  is  his  glory,  and  in  the 
enjoyment  of  which  the  molt  glorious  riches  con  lift. 
My  prayer,  I  fay,  is,  that  he  would  pleafe  in  his  free 
favour,  and  in e»h audible  liberality,  to  gram-unto  you 
that  ye  may  be,  yet  more  and  mote,  fortified  againft  all 
the  corruptions  of  your  own  hearts,  and  rhe  temptations 
of  Satan  and  of  this  evil  world;  may  be  Invigorated  for* 
and  in,  every  duty  and  frrvice ;  may  bt?  animated  with 
holy  courage  to  do  and  fuffer  the  whole  will  of  God  ; 
and  may  be  enabled  lo-exereife  every  grace,  and  abound 
in  all  comfort  and  holinefs,  and  to  hold  on  your  way, 
3>nd  holdout  to  the  end,  through  all  opposition  and  dan¬ 
ger,  by  the  powerful  operation  and  alliftauce  of  the  di¬ 
vine  Spirit,  who,  according  to  his  peculiar  province  in 
the  oeconomy  of  falvation,  carries  on  and  perfects,  as 
well  as  begins  his  good  work  in  the  renewed  foul,  which 
is  the  bell  and  inmofl  part  of  the  man.  (See  the  note 
on  Rom .  vii*  ?2.) 

17  1  further  humbly  and  earneftly  befeccb  him,  that 
Chrilt,  together  with,  and  by  his  Spirit,  may  he  con- 
ftimly  prefent  to  your  minds  in  realizing  and  appropri¬ 
ating  ails  of  faith,  whereby  he  is  received  and  enter* 
rained  in  the. foul  ;  and  may  have  a  fcnlible  abode  in 
your  hearts,  by  continual  gracious  imnrclfions  and  de¬ 
lightful  mamfdlarions  of  his  love  to  you,  as  thofc  that 
aie  united  by  faith  and  love  to  him :  that  fo,  like  tre^s 
well  rooted  and  fettled  in  a  good  foil,  ye  may  be  deeply 
fixed,  and  firmly  eft abi idled  in  an  experimental  atida'i- 
furing  knowledge  of  hi$  matchlcis  and  endearing  love 
to  you,  and  in  the  beil  returns  of  iUdfafi  and  ardent 
Jove  to  him  again,  and  to  the  Father  through  him,  and 
to  all  bis  children  for  his  fake,  bccauft  he  frjl  loved  y<tut 


IB  May  be 
Me  to  compre¬ 
hend  with  all 
A  infs ,  what  it 
(he  ir^aJth  t  amt 


{1  John  iv,  ip*) 

e8  And  I  humbly  beg  of  God,  that  being  thus  root¬ 
ed  and  grounded  in  love,  yc  may  be?  enabled,  as  far  as 
the  human  mind  can  reach,  under  the  u-nu>U  advan¬ 
tage  cf  divine  revelation,  faiih,  ami  experience,  and  of 

lV.£ 
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length  and  r!rptbf 
tad  height; 


19  And  to 
know  the  lov«  of 

Chrilt  w  i*Tiich 

Kjltcth  know- 
'Mge,  lh:*L  ye 
mt% ht  be  fill td 

tu] Mi  a]]  the  fuj- 

ucji  of  Cod* 


the  tn  lightning  and  fan£iifying  influences  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit,  ro  apprehend,  and  be  fuitaWy  affixed 

with,  the  immenfe  loveof  Chriit,  that  ye  may  conceive, 
„  as  clearly  as  poflible,  what  is  the  unmcafurablc  extent 
of  it,  as  it  reaches  to  the  GentUei  as  well  as  Jnuit  10 
all  ranks  and  degrees  of  tinners,  and  to  all  manner  of 
fpiritual  and  heavenly  bieJEngs,  according  as  God  has 
chofen  you  to  them  in  him,  {chap*  1*  3,  4,) ;  and  what 
is  its  unbegtnning  and  endlefs  length,  as  it  is  from  ever- 
la  fling  to  overtoiling,  (P/a/*  ciii.  17-)  ;  and  what  is  its 
unfathomable  depth,  as  it  hath  brought  hirtij,  who 
tho'ught  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  tothr  low* 
eft  (fate  of  humiliation  and  fufferings  in  the  form  of  a 
fervam,  and  to  the  ignominious  death  of  the  croft, 
{PbiU  ii*  6,-8,);  and  as  it  has  ftooped  and  condefceod* 
cd  to  you  in  your  tow  eftatc,  to  raife  you  out  of  the 
deeped  ahyfs  of  Gn  and  mifery,  [P/aL  xl*  2*  and  Zcch* 
ix*  11*);  and  to  deliver  you  from  the  wrath  to  come, 
(1  Theffl  i,  to*};  and  whit  is  its  fuperlative  height,  as 
he  is  it  ill  mindful  of  you  in  his  exalted  (fate  at  the  Fa* 
thcr’s  right  hand,  where  he  is  placed  in  mediatorial 
honours  higher  than  the  heavens,  and  ever  lives  to  make 
interceilion  for  you,  (J/ekvii.  25,  26.);  and  as  he  has 
advanced  you  to  all  the  inconceivable  dignities  and 
privileges  that  belong  to  the  adoption'  of  fons,  and 
will  in  due  time  taife  you  up  to  the  heavenly  man  Sons 
of  UTifpeakable  and  endlefs  glory.  {John  xiv.  2y  3.) 

19  And  my  heart's  defire  for  you  is,  that  ye  may  be 
enabled,  yet  more  and  more,  to  have  juftapprehenfions 
and  enlarged  views  by  faith,  together  with  an  experi¬ 
mental  feeling  of  the  virtue,  power,  and  fweetneft  of 
the  tranfeendent,  free,  and  fovereign  love  of  ChuA, 
and  of  God  through  him,  in  Its  mod  excellent  rnani- 
fedattons,  fruits  and  effefts,  which  in  itfelf,  and  in 
its  wonderful  operations,  provifions  aud  defigns,  in¬ 
finitely  furpafles  all  the  comprehcnfion  or  adequate 
ideas  of  men  and  angels,  (ver.  8.  and  10.}  in  every  one 
of  the  afortfaid  boumtlefs  dimentions :  And  all  this  I 
beg  of  God  for  you,  to  the  end  that,  (»**)  upon  the 
whole,  ye  may  be,  IUI1  more  and  more,  partakers  of  a 
divine  nature,  (2  Pet ♦  i.  4-)  and  may  be  enriched,  £S 
much  as  poffible,  with  all  that  fulnefs  of  tight  and  pracr, 
holinefs,  joy,  and  peace,  in  this  prefent  life,  which 
God  has  defigned  and  prepared  in  his  eternal  counfvls 
of  wiftlom  and  love,  and  in  the  merit  cf  his  Son,  and 
has  promifed  in  his  covenant,  and  communicates  to 
his  chi*f  favourites,  at  their  bed  fe  a  fons,  while  they 
arc  here;  and  that  ye  may,  af  length,  arrive  at  the 

mod 
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10  Now  un*o 
Mm  that  is  able 

to.  do 

ibu  ndamk’abnvc 
all  that  we  afL  nr 
think*  according 
to  the  powt1  that 
worked*  in  ns. 


ii  Unto  him 

gi  gWy  hi  the 
i'hmch  tv  Chrift 

I  rih^/'n^igbout 
*ii  wcrltl 

« :.t Knot  end.  A- 


molt  perfect  vifion  and  enjoyment  of  him,  and  fpotlcft 
conformity  to  him,  in  his  immediate  prefence,  where 
ii  fuinrfs  of  joy,  and  at  whofo  right  hand  the  ft  are  pUa* 

fures  for  evtnnore*  (Pfah  xfU  ti.)  and  fee  the  note  on 
CoL  ii*  9*) 

20  Now  therefore,  to  fhat  up  this  enmprehenfive 
prayer  on  your  behalf,  with  a  doxology,  that  may  raife 
our  hope,  unworthy  as  we  are  in  ourfeives  of  irs  full 
accompli  Him  rot,  unto  the  great  and  bleflcd  God,  the 
only  object  of  our  faith  and  expectation,  warfhip  and 
obedience,  *  to  whom  I  have  prefaued  my  humble  fup- 
plications  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefua  Chrilt,  as  the 
only  Mediator,  { ver .  14.)  for  the  higheft  and  molt  ex- 
ten  fire  bl  elfin  gs  that  can  be  wifhed,  or  that  we  can  be 
capable  of  enjoying  :  To  him  who  is  almighty,  with 
whom  nothing  is  too  hard  to  do,  but  who  is  infinitely 
able  to  an  liver  this  and  every  other,  even  the  moll  en¬ 
larged  prayer  of  faith,  and  to  fulfil  our  utmoft  ck  fires, 
according  to  the  propenfions  and  dehgns  of  his  bound- 
left  love*,  yea,  who  is  eafily  able  to  do  fupcrabutidanr- 
ly  more  than  we  have  already  a  Iked,  or  can  poflibiy 

petition  for,  or  conceive  of,  and  that  in  a  way  of  di¬ 
vine  operation,  which  we  have  already  bad  abundant 
experience  of,  and  which  t$  correfpondent  to  the  ex¬ 
ceeding  greatnefs  of  bis  power  to  us-ward  who  believe. 
{€ bap.  i.  19,  20*) 

21  To  this  all-fuflicient,  gracious,  covenant- God, 

be  aferibed  all  poflible  honour,  in  a  way  of  faith  and 
love,  adoration,  worfliip,  and  obedience,  thankfgtving, 
b! effing,  and  praife,  on  account  of  fits  infinite  perfec¬ 
tions,  and  of  his  counfets  and  works  of  creation,  pro¬ 
vidence  and  grace,  m  the  univeifal  church,  both  vifihle 
and  invifible,  in  heaven  and  earth,  and  in  every  parti¬ 
cular  church,  and  by  all  the  members  of  each  of  them, 
which  are  included  in  the  catholic  church  ;  may  this 
foie  mo  tribute  be  prefeme  d  to  him  by  them,  in  the  mcfl 
f pi  ritual  and  acceptable  manner,  through  jefus  Chrift, 
as  the  only  Mediator,  in  and  by  whom  alt  our  prayers 
and  praifes  are  to  be  offered,  that  they  may  be  accepted 
on  his  account,  {John  xiv*  13,  14.  and  15,  16.  OJ*  iik 
r7*  Hch*  xiii.  15.  and  1  Ptt*  ii.  5*};  and  may  this  be 
done  through  all  tbe  periods  of  timr,  and  ail  genera" 
tious  in  this  world,  and  to  the  emllcfs  ages  of  eterni:y 


111 


N  O 

4Ttiif  noble  doitoloty  i*  admirably  adapi- 

rd  to  crcoun^c  and  ilr^ngihen  our  faith, 
that  it  mi^Kt  not  flagger  21  ibe  jjreat  thing* 
vh'th  th*  upofilc  bad  been  pray  top  for,  as 
nhsugh  they  were  too  much  fu  God  to  give, 


T  F„ 

or  fi>r  hU  people  to  fr^m  hint*  whnl? 

ihnuvht*  an  A  way*  aic  s--  much  il^vc  ours 
as  tin?  heaven*  art  jiMy**  tv=th,  l 
wh:j'i:  love  cxec.'  l  *  ‘A  tbr 
bv  ■*  c  11 U;  to  thiiif:  1, 
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in  that  which  is  to  come !  Thus  it  'fh&H  be>  and  thus 
and  all  that  love  him  in  fmcerity  and  truth,  heartily 
wifh  and  pray  it  may  be,  in  token  of  which  let  than 
all  join  with  me  in  faying,  Amen* 

RK  COLLECTIONS, 

What  a  blefled  difpcnfatioTi  f«  that  of  the  gofpcl !  The  wifdcnn  of  God  in  the 
myftcry  of  faWatlon*  and  the  riches  of  his  grace,  even  to  he  Gentile-tinners,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  eternal  purpofe  in  Chrifl  Jefus,  are  now  difpjayed,  to  men  and 
angtls,  with  much  greater  evidence  and  extent  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  the  writ¬ 
ings  of  infpired  men,  than  ever  were  experienced  nr  made  known  tofaripfr  ages. 
How  equal  now  arc  believers  of  all  nations  in  fpiritua)  privileges  and  blefling-* ! 
They  are  frlIow-heir$,  and  of  the  fame  body,  and  partakers  of  the  great  pnuniJe 
of  the  Spirit,  through  Jcftts  Chrift,  by  means  of  the  gofpel ;  and  they  have  holy 
bold  refs  and  freedom  of  accefs  to  a  throne  of  grace,  with  humble  hope,  and  enrh' 
dener  of  acceptance,  by  faith  in  him*  Uow  glorioufly  dors  grace  reign  through- 
out  the  pofpcl  l  It  is  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  Gttd  :  Grace  has  provided  and 
given  it,  and  feuds  and  qualifies  mimfters  to  preach  it  with  Aicccfe;  it$  whol* 
ichemc  is  a  doctrine  of  free  grace,  and  ;dl  its  important  hlditugs  are  conveyed 
merely  by  grace*  And  O  how  uniearchablc  are  the  riches  of  Chrift,  that  it  re¬ 
veals  ar;d  brings  to  us  1  With  what  deep  felf-abafcment,  and  aflWling  admira¬ 
tion  of  divine  favour,  liioiiM  min  liters  retied  upon  the  honour  of  being  called 
and  qualified  to  preach  them  I  And  who  can  exprela  the  happiuefs  of  thofe  that 
are  enriched  with  than  i  They  have  the  fweetdfc  fupports  under  all  prefent  tribu¬ 
lations  ;  and  when  they  are  enabled,  with  faith  and  patience,  to  bear  them,  cfpe- 
cialiy  tSmfc  that  are,  even  lo  imprifonma-t,  for  the  fake  of  Chrift,  this  will  prove 
to  be  an  honourable  Uftiiflony  to  the  truth  and  power  of  the  gofpd,  and  will 
turn  to  their  own  heft  account,  and  be  their  glory  ;  And  al!  this  they  may  com¬ 
fortably  hope  for,  tince  nothing  is  too  great  or  good  for  faith  to  afk,  or  for  God 
to  give,  on  Cbrifl/s  account*  What  more  comprdienltre  prayer  can  be  ottered, 
than  that  God  would  grant  according  to  the  riches  of  his  glory,  to  he 
<(  ftrengthened  with  might  by  his  Spirit  in  the  inner-man ;  that  Chrift  may  dwell 
4  4  in  our  hearts  by  faith;  (.bat  we,  bring  rooted  and  grounded  in  lew,  may  h* 
■*  able  to  comprehend,  with  ail  faints,  what  is  the  breadth,  and  length,  and 
**  depth,  and  height,  and  to  know  the  love  of  Chrift  which  pa  fictb  knowledge  ; 
44  and  that  we  may  hi  ftlled  with  all  the  fulnefe  of  God  ?'J  Wbofe  thoughts  can 
fidty  ftretch  to  all  this !  u  But  God  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all 
14  that  we  aik  or  think,  according  lo  the  power  that  works  iirus/%  In  what  a 
humble  and  adoring  manner,  as  with  bended  fcncfcs ;  and  yet  with  what  encou¬ 
ragement  and  hope  fliould  we  addrefc  him,  as  the  Almighty  God  and  Father  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  of  whom  the  whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named  ! 
And  with  what  high  aicriptions  of  glory  Jhrnrfd  he  be  worftiipped,  through  Jefus 
Chrift,  by  the  church,  in  all  generations  upon  earth,  and  by  ftints  and  angels  to 
all  eternity  in  heaven  !  Amen,  fo  let  it  be,  and  fo  it  (hall  be* 


CHAP,  IV, 

The  apofllr  proceeds  from  tlte  doctrinal  to  the  pra&icul  part  of  this 
epi/tle,  which  be  introduces  with  a  general  exhortation  to  the  while 
churchy  to  k talk  worthy  of  their  Chrijlian  calling ,  I.  .  And  then  to 
recommend  and  exemplify  it ,  he  excites  them  by  feveral  weighty 
arguments  to  mutual  forbearance  and  union  t  2, — 6.  To  a  due  ujh  cf 
all  their  f pi  ritual  gijts  and  graces  for  edijication3  y, — 16,  To  pu¬ 
rity 
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rity  and  Miiiefs  in  heart  and  lift*  17,-24.  And  to  take  heed  of 
fever  at  Jins  that  were  praQifed  among  the  heathens  f  bnt  were  incon* 
JiJtent  with  their  Chrijtian  profeJfiony  a  5, — 3  V 


Teit* 

r  Therefore  >  the 
*  pri£>oer  of  the 

Lord,  befaxh 
yod  that  yt  walk 

worthy  of  the  vo- 
fjiion  wherewith 
yc  arc  called. 


i  With  all 
lowlinefi  and 
mcckncfs,  u"th 
Lin*  •  Jiitfarin*  , 
furi>cajingoncjJi- 
.other  io  lore ; 


Paraphrase. 

Since  fuch  great  and  glorious  privileges  and  b1ef> 
Sags,  as  have  been  hitherto  difeourfed  of,  are  freely 
bellowed  upon  ail,  and  every  one  of  you  that  are  true 
believers  in  ChriA,  whether  ye  be  Jews  or  Gentiles , 
( chap:  iii.  6.)  1  therefore,  who  am  a  prifoner  in  bonds, 
not  for  any  fault  of  mine,  but  by  the  wire  and  holy  di£- 
pofa!  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  for  his  lake,  beeaufe  I 
faithfully  preach  his  gofpel,  in  all  its  extent,  to  Gentiles 
as  well  as  JeiaSy  (chap.  iii.  I.)  and  for  his  honour  and 
glory,  that  1  might  bear  a  noble  teAimooy,  by  not-oo- 
ly  preaching,  but  alfo  fuffering  for  him  '*  Even  I,  who 
am  not  afttamed  of  ray  chain,  eameftly  inrreat  you,  ia 
his  name,  and  by  tfaefe  bonds,  to  live,  and  a£t  with 
conftancy  and  perfeverance  to  tbe  end,  at  fuch  an  ho¬ 
nourable  rate  as  becomes  the  gofpel,  (fee  tbe  note  on 
Luke  xxi.  36.}  and  is  every  way  agreeable  and  orna¬ 
mental  to  the  high  and  holy  calling  of  God  in  ChriA 
Jefus,  wherewith  ye  are  called  externally  by  the  word, 
and  internally  hy  the  efficacious  operation  of  his  Spirit, 
to  glory  and  virtue^  and  to  the  obtaining  tf  tbe  glory 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl ,  (2  Pet.  i.  3.  and  2  Theft 

»-  ,M-)  '  . 

2  As  ever  ye  would  bring  credit  to  the  gofpel,  and 
a Gt  fui table  to  its  fpiritual  privileges  and  obligations* 
fee  to  it*  that  the  *vhole  of  your  behaviour  be  with  all 
humbicnefs  of  mind,  elleeming  others  better  than 
yoiirfelves,  (F/;i/,  iu  3,}  and  abafing  your  fouls  before 
God,  under  a  fenfe  of  what  ye  were  by  nature*  and  of 
your  utter  unworthinefs  of  the  high  favours  that  be 
hath  bellowed  upon  you;  aud,  with  all  courteoufnefs, 
candour*  ealmntfs,  and  fweetnefs  of  temper  and  de¬ 
portment  towards  one  another :  Let  this  humility  and 
meekuefs  prevail  unto  all  reftraints  of  angry  paffions, 
on  account  of  affronts  and  injuries,  though  often  re* 
pea  ted,  that  ye  may  bear  them  without  retaliating  or 
revenging  them  :  And. as  to  the  weaknefles  and  indif 
crctions,  fiowardncfs,  and  peevifh  tempers  of  any  of 
your  brethren,  of  whom  belter  things  might  be  expec¬ 
ted,  overlook  them,  or  fuftain  them  with  a  calm  and 
compofed  fpirit,  that  rather  pities  and  excufee,  than  is 
offended  with,  and  would  djftrefs  your  fellow-Chriftj. 
ans ;  and  let  all  this  be  done  from  a  principle  of  lore 
to  Chriftj  and  to  them  for  his  fake  ;  only  l$t  ir  not  be 
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}  Eodavoor* 
tag  to  keep  tbe 
unity  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit  in  the  bond  of 


even  b*  ye 


4  Tbr*  ft 
body,  ud 
Spirit* 

nt  ailed  in 
hoperi^nrat 


in  fuch  a  way  as  {hall  countenance,  or  indulge  them  in 
any  tbieg  that  is  iinfnl,  which  would  be,  in  efieft,  10 
hate,  rather  than  to  tore  them,  (Lev*  six.  17.) 

3  In  this  manner  carefully  ftudy,  and  lay  out  your* 
felves,  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  and  diligence,  and  by  all 
proper  means  to  maintain  and  prefers  that  fpiritual 
onion  and  harmony  of  fouls,  which  is  the  fruit  of  th? 
Spirit,  and  con  fi  ft  a  in  that  mutual  peace,  which,  upon 
the  principles  before-mentioned,  is  the  bed  and  flronp- 
eft  bond  of  your  religious  fociery,  and  of  your  holy 
fellow  fh ip  together  in  a  church-date. 

4  This  amiable  union  ought,  by  all  means,  to  he 
cultivated  among  you,  confidering  the  joinMntereft 
and  concernment  that  ye  hare  in  fuch  excellent  things, 
as  dire£tand  oblige  you  to  be  united  in  heartand  afire- 
non  ;  as,  to  mention  a  few  remarkable  particulars,  The 
Catholic  church  isbutone  myftical  body,of  which  Ch:  M 
is  the  Head,  and  ye  aie  all  alike  members;  and  therefore 
ye  fhould  have  the  fame  fellow* feeling,  concern,  and 
care  for  one  another,  (t  Cor*  xii*  35,  26,  27.)  and  on- 
and  the  lame  Divine  and  Holy  Spirit,  of  which  ye  are 
partakers,  animates,  guides,  and  dwells  in  the  whole 
myftical  body,  and  in  every  member  of  it,  in  whom  he 
alfo  has  wrought  the  fame  fpirit  and  temper  after  his 
one  likenefa,  who  ia  the  Spirit  of  lore  and  peace;  and 
therefore  ye  ought  to  a£t  with  united  hearts,  according 
to  his  dictates,  under  his  influence,  and  in  refemblancc 
of  him ;  But  to  have  hearts  difaffefled  one  to  another. 


1  Of*  Lord, 
•fie  fihhf  one 


b  like  having  two  or  more  fouls,  and  that  cf  contrary 
difpofitions  and  qualities,  in  one  body-  Ye  are  like- 
wife  called,  by  grace,  to  God’s  kingdom  and  glory, 
(j  Thejf  ii.  ia.)  as  the  one Jummary  ohjefl  of  your  hope; 
and  in  your  efieftual  calling,  ye  are  partakers  of  on* 

and  tbe  fame  grace  of  hope,  which  terminates  on 
Chrift,  as  its  only  foundation  ;  and  therefore  ye  ftiould 
lire  in  harmony  and  peace,  as  heirs  together  of  the 
grace  of  life,  and  expectants  of  one  and  the  fame  blcf- 
fed  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light, 

5  There  is  one  Lord  and  Saviour  of  all  true  belie* 
vers,  even.  Jcfos  Chrift,  who  is  the  only  Mediator, 
Head,  and  King  of  the  church  ;  and  therefore  ye 
ought  to  unite,  as  with  one  heart  and  foul,  in  your  de¬ 
pendence  upon  him,  in  your  allegiance,  ‘  love,  and 
obedience  to  him,  and  in  your  finceie  affedlion  to  all 
bis  fubjefls,  according  to  the  laws  of  his  kingdom: 
There  is  alfo  one  and  the  fame  ruh  and  doff r hie  cf 


faith,  and  one  object  of  it,  and  one  fort  of  like  ptccioc? 
faith,  which  is  common  to  the  whole  church  of  Chril^ 
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and  tbefe  arc  to  be  entertained  and  improved  by  the 
fame  aFlings  of  faith  in  every  member  of  it  j  and  there* 
fore  this  faith  fhouM  work  by  love  to  him,  its  glorious 
object,  and  to  one  another  for  his  fake:  And  the  bap* 
tifm  of  all  that  belong  to  the  church  of  Chrifl  is  but 
one  in 'its  nature,  tendency,  and  defign,  whether  ye 
conlider  it  as  the  internal  baptifm  of  the  Holy  Gboft, 
by  w  hich  they  are  renewed  and  fandified  j  or  as  tbe 
external  ordinance  of  baprifm  with  water,  which  is  to 
be  but  once  ad  mi  mile  red,  and  by  which  that  fpirituit 
benefit  is  (ignificd  ;  and  they,  in  token  of  it,  are  vifi- 
bly  and  folemnly  devoted  to  the  Father,  Son,  sod  Holy 
Ghoft*  and  are  enrolled  in  the  Chrtftian  church,  and 
brought  under  the  ftrengeft  bonds,  to  be  entirely  and 
uurclcrvedly  the  Lord's,  in  whofe  one  naroc^ia-oppo* 
firion  to  all  other  gods,  they  art  baptized,  (fee  tbe 
note  and  paraphrafeon  Matth*  xxviii,  19.);  and  there* 
fore  ye  fhould  behave  with  the  utmoft  unanimity  in  a fl¬ 
ing  up  to  character,  and  anfwcriug  your  obligations} 
according  to  your  holy  principles  and  profefliotu 

Fatb?"0  otf  ^  conc^e  thefc  engaging  unities  r  The  Cove- 
wha  /f  jWcaEt'  nant  God  and  Father  of  all  fincere  believers,  whether 
i»d  through  ad,  they  be  Jews  or  Gentiles^  is  butane,  (Rom*  iii*  2j>,  30.) 
uidm  you  ilk  an(j  thCy  a]]  ftan{j  ;n  the  nearefl  relation  to  him,  as  bis 

people  and  his  children  %  who  is  infinitely  above  them 
all  in  his  own  nature  and  perfe&ions,  and  in  bis  do* 
minion  over  them  ;  yea,  is  exalted  above  all  bteffing 
and  praife ;  and  whofe  fpccial  influence  diffufes  through 

all 


N  O 

*  Though  God  my  be  filled  the  Father 
tf  of  all  things  jruveirfaUy,  who  Is  above, 
**  through,  and  hi  them  all,”  as  he  created 
and  upholds  them,  and  hat  fbpreme  domi¬ 
nion  over  them ;  and  as  in  him  we  lire,  and 
ftiove,  and  have  our  being;  yet  tbt  Father  of 
aiit  Ac.  id  this  place  evidently  ilictes  ear¬ 
thing  more  peculiar  and  dUBn^'iiJhinff,  wuh 
fperial  rehtion  to  all  his  and  10  his 

f^jcjous  and  cffertual  o|>c'rafioii  in  ihcno !  for 
tlris  bell  foils  (he  defign  nr  the  apoftte’s  ar¬ 
gument,  and  is  molt  agreeable  10  tbe 
uiher  ioftaoejs  of  union  before  recited, 
which  laodoubtcrHy  have  a  pariiruisr  and  re- 
Jlraifftd  rtfertnee  to  the  church ;  and  the  ail 
here  intended  admits  of  a  vlt  y  ca'V  cunltruc- 
don,  as  acfwcrin£  to  the  ckc  Mj7  ver*  4, 
and  to  ycu  nil  *;j  the  clufr  of  this  vsrfe,  But 
when  ihe  Father  of  alt  true  hciicvprs  U  fa  id 
to  be  oee  Gnd,  this  110  more  excludes  the 
Foa  and  Spirit  from  being  Grd,  together 
with  the  Fiitio::-,  than  ChrUFs  hdug  c-llud 
One  Lsrd^  and  rhe^Holy  ChoU  &**£  Sf:r.i,  vtrr* 
4,  f.  CKCiOtk?  the  Fa* her  fiom  being  L?rd 
arid  Spirt  lo^U;  \ti:h  then  ;  t\ui  vrm  L 


T  E. 

here  (aid  of  Gtti  tbt  Father  u  ever  or  above 
alt  (tTt  ratlin)  is  (aid  of  Cbrffi  as  O'Jtr  alt 

tJKrlar)  God  bltfftd  fvr  ttVfr,  Rom*  IX. 

jf . )  and  as  Ute  Fattier  is  through  am)  be  all 
believers,  and  all  things  that  tWer  to  them  j 
C>  it  is  faldof  our  Lord  Jdfo*  Chrtft,  tfui  all 
things  are  kj  btm  or  through  him,  (St  a  ra  «*■ 
ru)  t  Car*  viii,  <S,  and  that  he  itb  all  in  a 
f'ph.  i.  1 3.  and  believers  are  ine  +t  (caplet 
tl  of  tbe  Holy  Ghoft,  in  whom  the  Spirit 

“  of  God  d veils,”  1  Cor*  iii.  id.  Tbcre- 
fore  fltf  Godarfd  Father  of  all  may  be  conli* 
dcrei  either  as  a  per  for  al  chandler,  and  fb 
the  meaning  is,  that  there  is  but  one  Gpd 
the  Father,  in  diftinffion  from  God  tbe  Son 
and  Spirit ;  or  as  a o  effexiiat  eha rafter,  and 
fo  tht-re  is  but  one  true  God  inchtilve  of  tbe 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  to  whom  we 
are  devoted  in  our  baptifm,  ver,  $,  m  oppo-* 
flljqn  to  ail  fdife  gods ;  and  with  juft  the 
fame  propriety  it  may  be  fatrt  there  u  w  God 
the  Sw,  and  one  Gcd  jht  Spirit,  to  diftingpiib 
tliein  ptrfmatiy  from  the  Fallur,  and  tjfett* 
ti'ifij  from  ail  frtfe  godi. 


t 
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Ch.  17. 


y  Bat  onto  e- 

Wf  CM  Of  H»  b 


ding  to  the 
fare  of  thc|iftaf 

Chrift. 


9  Wherdbre 

1m  iiitb,  vlica  be 
trended  np  am 
hi^h,  he  led  rap- 
tiritycaptirc,  ud 
^■c  gifu  ucto 


all  and  every  parr  of  the  myftical  body  of  Chrift,  to 
preferve,  govern,  and  fupply  them  ;  and  who,  by  his 
fpirit  and  grace,  dwells  in  all  of  you  that  believe,  as 
in  his  temple,  and  works  in  every  one  of  you  that 
which  is  vtitLpkaJing  in  his  J*ght3  through  Jcfus  Cbnjif 
(HeU  xiii-  21-}  and  therefore  ye  ought  to  be  of  one 
heart  and  foul  in  your  acknowledgments,  love,  and  re¬ 
verence  of  him,  and  in  your  obedience  and  Objection 
to  him,  as  your  own  God  and  Father  ;  and  Should  love 
as  brethren,  and  as  children,  that  have  one  and  the 
fame  God  for  your  heavenly  Father- 

7  But  though  we  are  all  members  of  one  Catholic 
church,  and  there  are  fo  many  important  things,  in 
which  wc  are  agreed,  and  therefore  ought  heartily  to 
unite  in  the  bonds  of  love  and  peace  :  yet  there  are 
other  things,  in  which,  as  members  of  the  fame  body, 
there  is  a  beautiful  difference  between  us,  with  refpcct 
to  fpiritual  offices  and  endowments,  which  all  proceed 
from  one  and  the  Game  Author,  and  are  fully  confident 
with  the  moft  excellent  and  defirable  union,  and  fub- 
ftrrvicnt  to  the  fame  common  end-  And  that  none 
may  be  difconUnted  on  the  one  hand,  or  proud  on  the 
other,  and  none  imy  envy  ordefpife  another.  Let  it  be 
tonftdered,  that  alt  the  variety  of  graces,  and  fpirit  u^i 
gifts  and  attainments,  which,  in  one  degree  or  other, 
we  are  feverally  favoured  with,  are  given  to  us,  not  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  deft  rts,  but  by  ati  a  Si  of  mere  grace,  in 
fuch  tncafures  and  proportions,  as  Chrift  fees  fine  ft  and 
beft  to  beftow  them  upon  us,  not  only,  for  the  benefit  of 
our  own  fouls,  but  likcwifc  for  the  education  of  one 
another,  (i  Con  xii*  7*) 

8  This  appears'from  a  remarkable  ferij^me*  prophecy 

of  Chrift,  where  God  fpeaking  by  David%  in  ailufion 
to  the  triumphs  of  conquerors,  fays,  with  reference  to 
the  Ixviu-  |8»)  when,  after  victory  ob¬ 

tained  over  all  his  enemies,  he  afeended  in  grandeur 
and  triumph  up  to  glory,  thoufandsol  angels  attending 
him,  as  his  pompous  train,  he  led  fm,  Satan,  the 
world,  and  death,  as  his  fpoils  of  war,  and  caprives, 
in  chains;  even  thofe  very  enemies  that  had  taken 
multitudes  captive,  and  en (laved  them  *  :  And 


N  O 

*  The  Mr  in  an  appendix 

to  thisTcifc,  p*  u*  toiijcdiirec,  that  fihrilVi 
-leading  captivity  C4ptJVi\  istobc 
of  amt  yet  hr  alkwt  that,  if  wc 

were to  be  cntitdr  guided  by  the etymology, 
tW  wovd  there  ufed  would  relate  10  perfortt 
taken  in  war;  and  tlic  inlhnai 
from  the  AVw  for  a  different 

debar  alhxlc  to  war,  or  a  viofe*.rt  f jf ft?-/;  or 


as 

T  E,  great 

when  any  were  braogh:  info  captivity  *[*A\ 
the  content  of  the  captive^  it  is 
taken  in  a  had,  3TB  veil  as  4t  other?  in  ;*  -.a#  <1 
fenfe  5  Co  ihat  hit  notion  rc(U  on  a  veiy  r:> 
certain  foondstmn;  and  i  An  r,*>'  nijly  ap- 
pvehend,  bow  the  holy  angd*  c^n  hr  c^ii  p-l 
n  captivity*  which  our  Lord  lc,\  e^pi.vt, 
(See  ilfo  the  note  on  G>L  ii,  t  s-} 
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great  generals  and  prinjpps  ufe  to  feat  ter  Iargefles  or  do- 
natives  among  the  people*  with  a  liberal  hand,  io  days 
of  public  entry*  with  the  fpoils  of  war,  into  their  ca¬ 
pital  cities*  fo  our  Lord  Jrfu$  Chrift,  having  Jpviled 

principalities  andpovtcrsf  (Col,  iu  15,)  diftributed  the 

moft  excellent  gifts  and  graces  of  his  Spirit,  with  the 
richefl  profusion  +,  among  men  of  all  nations  upon 
earth,  as  free  and  glorious  afcenGon  gifts  to  them*  for 
whom  he,  as  Mediator  and  Head  of  the  church,  re* 
ccived  them  of  his  Father,  as  the  reward  of  hi$  fuffer* 
ings  and  death,  that  he  might  give  them,  even  to  the 
molt  unworthy  and  rebellious  Gnners,  taclufive  of  the 
Gentiles $  that  a  reconciled  God  might  place  his  taber¬ 
nacle,  and  take  up  his  gracious  abode  among  them* 

9  {How  that  9  Now  when  it  is  faid  that  he  afeended  up  on  high 

*n  ^0C*1  a  T^orl°us  anc*  triumphant  manner,  as  was  fit 

/ubdefctndcdfirft  f°r  nonc  a  God  to  b*  honoured  with,  and  as  none 
into  the'  lower  could  have  been  capable  of,  but  he  who  was  dictated 
jnrti  of  the  car Ji?  fa  ffa  Sun  cf  Gca  with  p&wtr  by  his  rcfurrtSiun/rm 

the  deady  (Rom.  i.  4.)  what  does  this  intimate  to  us, 
but  that,  as  his  mediatorial  triumph  was  founded  on 
his  obedience  unto  death  5  fo  antecedent,  and  in  order 
to  his  glorious  exaltation,  be  descended  from  heaven  to 
earth  in  the  a  Gumption  of  the  human  nature  into  per¬ 
sonal  union  with  himfelf,  and  was  conceived  in  the 
womb  of  the  virgin  Mary+  (Luke  i.  30,  31**)  and, 
being  brought  forth,  lived  in  a  (late  of  humiliation  and 
fulFeHngs  in  this  lower  world,  for  the  fatisfaffion  of 
divine  juftice,  till  at  length  he  was  crucified  and  buri¬ 
ed  in  the  grave  ? 

loHetHitdc-  '  ro  That  Jefus,  who  in  this  manner  bumbled  him- 

fctuded,  fe]f 

NOTES, 

t  The  jp/zi  here  intended  moft  direftiy  re-  (hefe  gift*,  as  the  ap*ftla  afterward*  explains 
fei  to  thole  extraordinary  ones  Lhat  were  be-'  liimfelf*  ver*  n, — 14. 
it?'jrcd  upon  the  daircn  in  if*  officers,  but  *  The  lover  pn rfs  of  the  earthy  is  a  phrase 
rr^y  UJtrwife  he  extended  to  ail  the  gift s  and  nfed  in  the  Old  Tefhmeui  for  the  ww#,  PC 
train  of  the  Spirit,  that  private  members,  cxuxix.  1$,  and  for  the  grave*  PC  Uiii.  p. 
well  *$  church  officers,  whether  ordinary  and  Chrift’s  being  hurled  »  railed  Ml  being 
extraordinary,  are  favoured  with:  For  in  she  heart  of  the  eu  r:h^  Marth.  xii.  40-  But 
trrf  altatiort  w  to  conquerors  throwing  rtirir  as  hU  afee tiding  counins  evoy  thing  that  re* 
brpcifts  among  the  common  people  1  and  the  late*  to  hi*  ghrificetwa ;  fo  ItU  Jtfeitdmgmvf 
fit'll  here  imarit  were  received  by  Chrift,  as  be  ttnfidered  as  iaduding,  not  only  his  in* 
Man  and  Mediator,  in  erder  to  his  {Wing  carnation  and  burial*  but  the  vheU  fiate  cf  his 
tScrti  to  the  rebel  that,  that  the  Lord  God  might  htmaTttahn  upon  earth  :  And  a?  his  defetndieg 
jJW/  ameffg  item*  as  it  is  «t prefled,  PiaU  is  inferred  from  his  aficsJing9  this  gees  upon 
)xMl  i®.  io  which  this  paflagt  refers.  Ac-  a  fuppoftiion  of  his  being  Co d,  who  was  ori- 
^rdingly  he  afeended  that  he  might  f  *i  all  ginalljr  from  above,  as  he  faid  of  himfttf, 
times*  y*t.  10.  and  the  edification  of  the  body  John  iih  13,  otherwlfc  there. is  no  confe- 
jr*  Chilfi  that  many  might  be  framed  into  it,  queues  from  Jus  afendin*  to  his  defending  w 
all  its  member*  might  derive  virtue  from  iinre  all  tl>e  faints  will  aiccnd  to  heaven,  tho* 
biuij  udeit  fcL-cd,  feem  to  be  sucljidcd  in  none  of  them  firft  drftendcd  from  thence. 

Yid.  Zjvch*  in  fo?. 
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Jcenicd  i)  the  felf  to  fuch  an  amazing  degree,  {fee  Phil.  ii.  3.)  is  the 

ftwded  a* ‘te  H  Tery  feme  divine  perfon,  that  alfo  (after  he  had  con- 
bo«c  all  hUvea*.  quered  all  his  fpiritiial  enemies)  afcended  up  to  the 
that  he  might  fill  throne  of  God  his  Father,  to  fit  down  on  the  right-hand 
all  thlngi.)  of  the  Majefty  on  high  in  the  third  heaven,  far  above 

the  region  of  the  air,  and  all  vifible,  heavens;  and  he 
afceoded  for  this  important  end  and  purpofe,  that  in 
virtue  of  the  merit  of  his  death,  and  of  the  victory  and 
triumph  of  his  refurre&ion  and  ufeenfion,  be  might  fill 
the  whole  church;  and  all  its  officers  and  members, 
and  might  fill  up  all  its  ordinances  and  adminiftratious 
with  the  gifts  and  graces  of  bis  Spirit,  by  pouring  them 
out  abundantly  from  on  high ;  and  fo  might  per  feck  all 
things  that  relate  to  the  further  execution  of  his  offices, 
and  to  the  falvation  of  the  church  ;  and  might  fulfil  all 
types  and  prophecies  concerning  himfelf,  that  are  not 
yet  accompliQied. 

Acne,  "apoHks*  11  And  in  purfuit  of  this  great  and  gracious  defign,  he 
iod  fixnc.  pro-  among  other  of  his  liberal  and  free  donations,  and  in  fiib- 

«antelifti  ‘f<Tnd  f®rv'an®e  the  reft,  furnifhed  the  church,  firft,  with  ex- 
Awe^paften  and  traordtnary  officers,  that  were  only  temporary,  as  needful 
tMchcn;  in  its  infant- fate  and  firft  .plantation  of  the  gofpel :  Of 

this  fort  he  appointed  and  ordained  fome  apojlUs,  that 
were  to  be  his  chief  mimltcrs  and  fpccial  witneffes,  as 
having  Teen  him  after  his  refurreclion,  and  received  tbeir 
commiffion  immediately  from  himfeif,  and  been  endow¬ 
ed  with  privileges  peculiar  rothcmfelvea ;  fuch  as  an  a- 
bility  of  fully  communicating  the  whole  fcheme  of  the 
gofpel  under  divine  infpiration,  and  a  furniture  of  pow¬ 
ers,  not  only  of  working  all  forts  of  miracles,  hut  aifo 
of  conveying  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  believers  by  the  laying 
on  of  their  hands.  Thefe  our  blefled  Saviour  molt  fo- 
lemnly  confirmed  in  their  office,  and  eminently  quali¬ 
fied  far  it,  by  a  plentiful  eJfufion  of  his  Spirit  after  his 
refurre&ion  and  afeenfion,  though  he  had  chofen  and 
fent  forth  many  of  them  to  it  before  his  death.  He  alfo 
gave  fome  prophet  st  that  were  enabled  to  explain  the 
Old  Tcftament-prophecies,  and  foretel  things  to  come 
by  an  immediate  infpiration ;  and  fome  evangelijls, 
whofe  office  it  was  to  attend  and  affift  the  a po files  in 
their  travels,  and  in  tbeir  work,  and  to  go  an  tneirroef- 
fages,  and  fettle  churches  in  various  difant  places  where 
the  apofiles  had  preached  the  gofpel,  but  could  not  fay 
any  length  of  time  to  carry  on  and  finilh  the  begun 
work  :  And  befidcs  thefe,  he  in  the  riches  of  his  love 
and  care  appointed  ordinary  officers,  to  be  of  perpetual 
Handing  ufe,  as  what  will  be  needful  to  the  church  thro* 
all  generations  to  the  end  of  the  world  ;  Of  thefe  he 

inffituted, 
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inftitated,  and  endowed  with  fptritual  gifts  and  graces, 
fome  pafiors>  who  are  alfo  {tiled  bifheps,  and  elder s> 

■  that  ttiould  be  fettled  in  particular  churches  to  take  a 
peculiar  care  of  them,  to  prefide,  watch,  and  rule  o- 
ver  them  in  the  Lord,  and  to  adminiAer  alt  the  ordi¬ 
nances  of  worfhip  and  diTciplinc,  as  well  as  to  preach 
the  word  to  them :  And  for  affiftxnts-to  thefe,  in  like 
manner  as  the  evangelifts  were  to  the  a  potties,  he  era- 
cioufly  appointed  other  miaifitrs  tf  the  gofpel  at  large, 
to  be  employed  in  ratio  us  churches  and  congregations, 
as  occa  lions  might  require,  though  not  with  fall  power 
to  perform  all  the  parts  of  the  pafloral  office  *. 

_  tz  This  wife,  holy,  and  gracious  appointment,  of 
frftins^oV* The  riicfe  various  officers,  is  fuited  and  defigned,  and,  by 
fains  for  the  the  bieffing  of  the  Lord  upon  them,  is  faccefsfol, 
«wk  of  the  nji-  tvfw  ret  for  joining  in  and  comp] eating  the 

r:fify’iug  of  the  number  of  the  taints,  and  their  various  gifts  and  gra- 
Wt  of  thrift ;  ces,  that  they  may  adhere  to  thrift  by  faith,  and  to 

one  another  by  love  ;  and  for  uniting  and  compacting 
thofe  that  arc  renewed  and  fanftified,  by  means  of  their 
miniftrations,  into  a  regular  and  orderly  Ibciety, 
fetting  thofe  memhers  to  rights,  and  reducing  them  to 
their  proper  place,  that  are,  at  any  time,  dfflocated  by 
their  falls  %.  He  alfo  ordained  them  to  their  refpedive 
offices,  for  their  faithfully  dtfpenfing  the  word  and  or* 
dinanccs  with  labour  and  diligence,  and  for  his  ren¬ 
dering  the  work  of  the  gofpel-miniftry  authentic,  and 
efle&ial  to  all  fptritual  and  faring  porpofes :  And  be 
gave  them  for  the  building  up  of  the  myttical  body  of 
Chrift,  the  church,  in  light,  faith,  love,  and joy,  and 
hi  all  holy  obedience  j  as  alfo  for  making  continual  ad¬ 
ditions  to  them  of  filch  as  fttall  be  fared.  One  or 
other  of  thefe  officers,  as  particularly  pafiors  and 
teachers,  are  to  be  continued  in  the  church,  by  the 
inftitution  of  Chrift,  for  ferring  thefe  Welled  pur¬ 
poses  ; 

i)  Till  we  all  j.  Till  all  of  us,  whether  Tew s  or  Gentilet,  weak 

come  *  * 

or 


N  O  T  E  a. 

*  Some  chink  that  and  teoebtrs  fefitiott  of  thefr  chuRs,  fo  as  io  pi ut  fhr 

mean  the  &me  office;  and  its  not  being  fald  wrk  of  t hi  minijirj  hr.fofe  the  of 

ftm?  fmfiorSt  and  fiint  Itetk ft*,  juft  in  (be  lie  fdntt.  But*  as  fir  is  I  ffee,  they  fDlf 
fame  di^ioftivc  way,  as  u  ufcd  with  itfpeft  Hand  with  propriety  tuough  Io  the  twkr  m 
cxtni&r ditutrj  officers*  mayfe&n  lo  coun*  vfifch  we  find  them,  according  to  the  feoh 
teneace  that  thought.  But  is  ill  tewrbers  gtren  m  the  pwapbrafe ;  and  this  order  b 
are  not  pa  for*  t  though  &U  paftort  ere  ttarh-  extremely  beautiful  if  we  receive  Dr  Mar* 
trs*  and  as  all  the  forantartoned  officers  are  fix?*  rendering  of  the  original,  which  fond* 
ill llingtii (bed  ftpm  och  other,  I  nuher  thufe  thus,  4i  for  the  fitting  out  holy  pcffoftt  to 
wrfertUud  piftors  and  teachers,  with  the  iC  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  to  the  edifying 
difference  made  between  them  in  the  para*  4t  the  body  Gf  Chrift;  in  S«re4 

fbnfe,  CJailics  fc  voh  n,  p,  1^4, 

i  The  karccd  GrjJnri  vctzld  hare  1  trapf* 
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conic  in  theuoity 
of  the  faith,  and 
of  .the  knowledge 
of  the  Soa  of 
God,  onto  c  per¬ 
fect  man,  unto 
the  mtafure  of 
the  Ailifre  of  the 

fulucfiof  Chrift; 


14  Tkrt  we 

henceforth  be  no 
mote  children  t 
to  fled  to  and  fro, 
'  tod  carried  about 
with  every  wind 
of  doflriiK,  by 
the  flight  of  men, 
snd  cunning  craf- 
tjneft,  whereby 
they  lie  in  wait 
todcctivc ; 


lj  But  fpeik- 
jng  the  truth  lo 
love,  may  prow 
up  into  him  mi  ait 
things,  which  is 
1  he  held,  ewe 

Chrift: 


if  From  whon 
the  whole  body 
£tly  joined  toge¬ 
ther. 


or  ftrong  believers*  that  are  members  of  this  myftical 
body  of  Chrift*  (including  thofe  that  now  do*  and  here¬ 
after  (hail  believe  in  fuccdfive  generations  to  the  end 
of  the  world)  fit  all  meet*  and  be  cemented  together  in 
an  entire  agreement  about  the  doftrines  of  faith*  and  in 
the  fweeteft  harmony*  union  and  onenefs*‘by  means  of 
the  fame  kind  of  fpecial  faith  in  Chrift;  and  of  a  clear* 
affeftionate  and  fiducial  knowledge*  and  (««yM»*™r)  ap¬ 
proving  acknowledgment  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God* 
as  a  divine  perfon*  and  the  only  Lord  and  Saviour ;  and 
fo,  by  gradually  improving  in  gifts  and  graces*  fhall* 
at  length*  arrive  at  a  (late  of  compleat  manhood  in  fpi- 
ritvtal  underftandiog*  vigour*  ftrength  and  attainments 
of  every  valuable  kind*  even  unto  the  foil  proportion  of 
that  mature  age  and  fpiritnal  ltature  in  Chrift,  which 
he  defigns  us  for*  and  which  is  acquired  by  derivation 
from  bis  mediatorial  fulnefs,  and  makes  up  the  ntmoft 
fulnefs  of  bis  myftical  body  that  it.is  capable  of  under 
him  as  its  head*  with  regard  to  the  perfeftion  of  its 
graces*  comfort  and  holjnefs  in  heaven,  as  well  as  to 
the  compleactng  of  the  whole  number  of  the  el  eft : 

14  That*  in  this  way,,  we  may  not  continue  to  be* 
as  fome  of  us  too  much  are*  like  children  in  knowledge 
and  under  (binding,  weak  in-faith,  -wavering  in  judg¬ 
ment*  taken  with  every  new  thing*  and  eafily  milled  ; 
nor,  like  a  (hip  without  ballail  in  a  tempeftuous  fea* 
tofled  and  tumbled  hither  and  thither  **< 

sTjuptfijtnoi)  or  driven  about*  like  flying  clouds,  by  every 
erroneous  doftrine,  which  may  be  compared  to  the 
wind  for  inftability  and  force*  through  the  fallacies* 
fophifms,  and  crafty  doublings  of  artful  and  deflgning 
men*  who  aft  like  jugglers  in  calling  a  die,  (>r  T* 
by  plaufible  pretences*  and  fubrle  methods  of  cheating 
and impoflng upon  us; 

ig  But  that*  on  the  contrary*  we  may  Gncerely 
fpeak  of,  and  plead  for  the  truth  of  the  gofpel*  with  a, 
fpirit  of  love  to  Chrift*  to  the  truth  itfelf*  and  to  the 
fouls  of  others ;  and  may,  like  living  members  of  a 
living  head*'  increafe  in  all  light,  grace  and  holinefs, 
and  in  every  part  of  the  new  creature*  by  virtue  of  our 
union  with  him*  in  conformity  to  him*  and  for  his  ho¬ 
nour  and  glory*  who  is* our  only  vital  bead*  even  Chrift 
himfelf. 

16  From  whom**a$  from  the  head  and  fountain,  the 
whole  myftical  body,  f  that  is  Compofed  of  many  mem¬ 
bers 


NOTE. 

f  Here  tj  ft  manifeft  alluGon  to  tire  human  and  members,  knit  together  by  variant  liga- 
which  u  com pokd  of  diftcrcnt  bints  ami  luruithed  with  ftciies,  tendon ^ 
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ihfir,  Rod  Com¬ 
pared  by  that 
which  every  joint 
fnpplicth^iccord- 
ing  to  the  efleo 
taai  WJrkiflg  in 
the  mcafilrt  of 
every  part,  mak- 
tih  incrcoTc  of  the 
body,  UQto  the 
edifying  of  idcLf 
i*  love* 


ty  This  T  fay 
therefore,  and  te> 
Jlify  in  the  Lord, 
that  ye  hence¬ 
forth  walk  not  as 
other  Gentiles 
walk,  in  the  va¬ 
nity  §f  their 
mind. 


1 8  Having 
the  underftaad* 
mg  darkened ,  be¬ 
ing  alienated  from 
the  life  of  God, 
through  the  ig¬ 
norance  tlljkt  it 
in  them,  betaufe 
rtf  the  blindaefe 
*f  their  heart : 


bers,  which  are  duly  and  orderly  adapted  one  to  ano* 
ther,  and  cemented  together,  like  joint  to  joint|  and^Ji 
of  which  are  united  to  Chrift,  the  head,  by  that  energy 
which  it  communicated  from  him  through  every  ordi¬ 
nance  and  officer  of  the  church,  and  through  every  pri¬ 
vate  member  in  its  place  amifphere  of  action,  according 
to  the  efficacious  operation  of  his  Spirit ;  which  being 
exerted  in  the  proportion  that  is  Timed  to  the  fiate,  cotw 
diiion  and  exigence  of  every  part,  produces  an  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  whole  body  of  Chrift,  unto  the  building  of 
it  up  in  all  the  love,  which  every  member  ought  to 
have,  and  by  which  it  affe£tionatdy  a£ts  towards  him 
and  one  another,  and  toward  the  whole  church,  till  ic 
be  perfe&ed  in  the  heavenly  world. 

j;  Since  therefore  ye,  as  member^  of  Chrift,  are 
partakers  of  fuch  pi ivi leges,  and  advantages,  as  have 

been  but  now  recited,  ( verr  u,— id.)  I  muft  again,  as, 
in  effeft,  I  did  before,  (xw.  i.)  earneflly  intreat  you, 
and  folemnly  injoin  it  upon  you,  in  the  name,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  who  is  wirnefr  of  wbae 
I  fay,  that  from  this  time  forward  ye  no  more  live  and 
a£t  like  other  Gentiles^  who  ftill  remain  in  an  uncon* 
verted  flare*  but  that  ye  utterly  abandon  their  iinftil, 
fenfual,  worldly  and  idolatrous  courfes,  which  are  ail 
empty,  unprofitable  and  deceitful,  and  which  they  go 
into  through  the  vain  and  foolifh  conceit,  turn  and 
temper  of  their  own  depravod  minds* 

i B  For  the  nobleft  faculty  and  power  of  their  fouls, 
even  their  uud  erf  tan  ding,  in  all  its  thoughts  and  rea^ 
fonings  about  fpiritual  things,  is  overfpread  with  a 
thick  milt  of  ignorance  and  error  *  and  their  wills  and 
affections,  as  well  as  their  minds,  are  quite  itrangers 
and  averfe  to  the  way  of  life,  holinefs  and  happinefc, 
which  God  has  appointed,  and  to  that  fort  of  life  it* 
felf,  which  he  requires,  and  approves,  and  is  the  au¬ 
thor  of;  by  which  he  lives  in  the  foul,  and  it  lives  to 
him}  and  which  confifh  in  a  holy  communion  with 
Mm,  and  conformity  to  him*  Their  underftanding  U 
darkened  through  the  innate  and  wilful  ignorance,  that 
is  indulged,  increafed  and  confirmed  in  them,  relating 
to  what  they  might,  and  ought  to  have  known  of  God, 
even  bv  the  light  of  nature*,  (flam*  i.  ip,  ao,  2U) 

And 


NOTES. 

Hid  other  vtrtcUof  cMDminil<i:lon  from  the  (ft*  nr  xywai)  ftems  moft  dirafdy  to  »«* 
licaJ  to  every  put  of  the  body,  ^hich,  by  twer  to  thtir  having  the  unJcrpanttiug  darken 
thclk  means,  UnoilriOicd,  sAuiiied,  and  in-  tdi  And  lecawft  cf  tht  bfin or  railirr 
vigorated,  aad  vrnet  to  its  full  ftrcogib  and  ibrmgb  harAstfi  of  tlicir  h«rt  { St*  tv* 
fctnre  autVtrs  to  bang  ufi^sUd 

+  Tbraxrb  tit  ignore  ft  that  U  iff  fit™  the  hfe  */  G;f,  and  ib  the  iautr  yut  of 

Voi.  IV.  t  J>  d 
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ip  Who,  being 
pail  feeling,  have 
given  thejuf^vet 
over  unco  b fti- 

v  ion  fads  ,  to 

work  alt  unclean- 
iwfi  with  greedW 
netis. 


And.  they  are  alienated  from  the  life  of  God*  not  mere¬ 
ly  for  want  of  proper  inducements  to  feck  after  it ;  but 
through  a  chofen  and  enftomary,  as  well,  as  natural  ftu- 
pidity*  perverfenefs  and  hardoefs  of  their  own  carnal 
hearts  ;  whereby  they  refill  and  Hide  the  bell  fentiments 
of  their  own  minds  and  confciences,  as  not  liking  to 
retain  God  in  their  knowledge)  (Rom.  i.  28.) 

19  Who  through  their  contracted  habit  of  ignorance* 
error  and  hardnefs  of  heart*  and  through  (be  righteous 
judgment  of  God  in  giving  them  up  to  their  own  Gn 
and  choice*  (Rwn»  i.  a3«)  have  no  uneafy  painful  re¬ 
flections  upon  their  multiplied  and  grois  iniquities;  but 
are  become  quite  infenfible  of*  and  unaffefled  with* 
what  they  know  concerning  the  judgment  of  God,  that 
they  which  commit  Jucb  things  are  worthy  of  death ,  (Rom. 
i.  32.)  their  confciences  being  feared  as  with  a  hot 
iron,  (i.Tim.  iv.  2.}  and  fg  they  have  voluntarily,  and 
with  full  confent*  deliveiedtbemfelves.up  to  all  man¬ 
ner  of.  abominable  GUbinefcia  their  affeftfons  and  con- 


33  Vnlyshave 
nat  ft>  learned 
Chilli ; 


If  £>bc  that 
Yc 


verfations,  unto  the  p raffing  of  the  mod  fttameful  im¬ 
purities,  and  that  with  the  great  eft  third  and  cage  m  els 
in  their  thoughts  about  them*  and  in  their  defires  and 
purfuits  after  them,  as  if  their  highefl  happinefs,  gain 
and  enjoyment  lay  in  them*  (See  Rpm*  i-  24 , — 32*} 
This  is  the  hateful  and  deplorable  cafe  of  the  uncon* 
verted  Gentiles  ;  and  gives  the  true  piQure,  and  ac  af¬ 
fecting  vie*j  of  what  ye  yourfelves  once  were*  and  of 
what  all  mankind  by  nature  are,  or  would  be,  as  left 
to  the  power  of  their  own  corrupt  hearts,  (Chap*  ii.  3-) 
20  Out  as  for  you,  my  brethren,  who  are  brought 
out  of  darknefs  into  marvellous  light,  ye  have  not  thus 
learned  the  doftrines  of  Chrift,  relating  to  his  perfon, 
offices  and  defign,  nor  the  obligations  ye  are  under  to 
him,  and  the  privileges  ye  have  received  from  him, 
which  are  all  pure  and  holy  ;  ye  have  not  learned  any 
thing  from  Chrift,  that  could  induce  you,  or  fo  much 
as  give  you  leave  to  allow  yourfelves  in,  or  venture  up¬ 
on  fuch  licentious  praftices  as  -thefe*  *  no,  your  very 
fouls  mud  needs  have  the  turnoff  abhorrence  of  them, 
and  your  lives  be  prevailingly  free  from  them  } 

ax  If  (as  ye  proi'cTs*  and  1  as  am  perfuaded  of  you  f,} 

ye 

NOTE. 


the  ver£;  diflinttly  affi^rs  the  immediate  learned  Chttji ;  intimating  that  their  knnw- 
caufcsof  r he.L two  evils  re* pc&hreJ/,  that  are  ledgt*  of  him  would  not  fiiffcr;  them  to  g* 
mentioned  in  the  former  part  of  it.  into  the  fbremenrioned  immoral  ronrfts. 

*  Hj  heft:  words,  ye  have  net  fi  Uarvrd  f  The  spoil le  explains  what  fort  gT  fcsrn- 
f'hrip,  adjnit  of  two  Wily*  of  rendering  fay  Cbrifi  he  meant,  viz*  not  merely  lha: 
titem,  which  amount,  in  rrfcdl*  to  the  fame  vnich  U  exlcruxl  by  the  wnrd,  but  Inteuif** 
fco<Ci  One  is  3*  wc  have  it  in  our  tranfla*  that  which  is  internal  si£il  cfftsOo^l  by  hi* 
tion  j  and  the  other  is,  but  ttotfi  ye ;  jc  btv* .  Spirit ;  accordingly  the  particle  if  file 

atdv 


Cb-hv 

ft  have  heard 
him,  and  have 
tan  taught  by 
him,  a*  the  troth 
is  to  Jefus : 


The  EpiJIU  to  the  Ephesians  parapha/ea 


h  That  ye  put 
off,  concerning 
the  former  a>r>* 
rerfjuon,  tbe  old 
man,  which  if 
corrupt,  accord* 
trtg  to  the  deceit** 

fill  lulls  ; 


%  l  And  be  Lt- 
nc'*cd  in  the  fpi- 
rlt  of  you  r  mind: 


ye  have  indeed  onderftood,  hearkened  to,  believed  and 
obeyed  frost  tbe  heart ,  that  form  of.  doftrine*  (Rom.  vi« 
17.}  which  ye  hav&  beard  from  Chrift,  and  concerning 
bitn.by  his  ftrvants;  and  if  ye.  hare  not  only  beard  by 
the  haring  of  the  ear,  but.  bare  alfo  been  internally 
and  faringly  enlightened,  and  (aught  by  his  Spirit  heard* 
ly  to  receive  the  truth  of  tbe  gofpel  iq  its  fimplicity  and 
purity,  according  to  its  genuine  tendency  and  defign, 
as  it  was  delivered  by  the  Lord  Jefus  himfelf,  and  af¬ 
terwards  by  bia  infpired  apoftlcs,  and  was  exemplified 
ia  his  temper  and  conduct,  and  is  praQifed  by  all  thofe, 
who,  as  living  members  of  his  my  fticai  body,  are  uni- 
ted  to  him.  What  ye  hare  hereby  been  taught, ?and  in¬ 
fluenced,  as  welt  as  obliged  to,  is  j 

22  Tha,t  ye  labour  by  his  grace,  and  in  the  ufe  of 
all  proper  and  appointed  means,  yet  more  and  more, 
and  even  entirely,  to  dtfeard  and  abandon  the  old  man, 
the  body  orfio,  {Rom.  vi.  6.  fee  the  paraphrafe  there,) 
which  difeorered  itfelf  in  your  former  wicked  practices 
through  alt  the  days  of  your  unregeneracy  ;  and  to 
throw  it  afide  with  abhorrence,  as  ye  would  an  old  fil¬ 
thy  garment,  that  is  no  logger  fit  to  be  worn,  it  being 
in  itfelf  the  molt  debating  evil,  that  corrupts  all  the  fa* 
cutties  of  the  foul,  aqd  all  the  members  of  the  body, 
and  tends  unto,  and,  unlefs  cured  by  renewing  grace, 
would  certainly  iftue  it)  eternal  d*(tru£fcion,  according 
to  the  workings  of  its  impetuous  and  unlawful  appe¬ 
tites  and  inclinations,  which  deceive' carnal  hearts  with 
faife  appearances  of  profit,  honour,  or  pleafurej  and 
by  fpcciolis-  allurements  betray  them  into  unexpected 
lhatne  and  rmfery. 

23  And  this  faring  knowledge  of  Chrift  excites  and 
binds  you,  not  only  to,  mortify  your  corruptions,  buc 
alfo  to  abound  in  all  grace  and  holinefs,  that  ye  may 
prefs  after  a  Hill  further  renovation  H,  through  rhe 
fa  notifying  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirir,  in  the  inmolt 
powers  of  the  foul,  which  is  of  a  fptritual  nature,  but 
is  all  over  depraved  by  the  fall ;  and  particularly  after  a 
growing  renovation  in  your  underftanding,  that  fuperi- 

or 

NOTES. 

*  As  the  apofUc  fuppofol  ihatthcte  tfhc* 

jitfm  had  -  Chrift  y  snd  taught  Ip 

him  at  tht  truth  is  in  vcr.  so,  u,  be 

oopld  not  but  look  upon  thru),  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  charily,  as  already  regenerated,  or 
born  *£iin ;  and  therefore  rsvc'seijtg  in  ihf 
fpirit  ?f  their  nvnd}  nuifk  vdaie,  not  tothefi.fi 
York  of  the  Spirit  in  their  confer  firm,  but  t\> 
a  progfttnvencfsiii  thofe  hoty  principles  aiul 
difpontijns  elm  were  nought  Iq  their,  by 
hc*rt-ibanj;n5  grace, 

d  X. 


j  t  v 

may  be  eoniidejed  at  putting  the  fuppeGtion 
for  argument's  fakt}  tv  elfe,  at  what  lie 
took  for  granted  was.r  really  the  calc  of  theft 
Efhtfian  1 :  And  tho1  (hit  form  cf  atprtf* 
fiim  might  be  defined  to  awiXen  a  feriout 
ioqniry  fo  tbeir  otindi,  whether  they  wore  in- 

truth  what  they  pro  felled  to  be ;  yet  it  f«m$ 

rn  be  ufed  here  as  a  pinkie  afttrmingt 

t her  than  af  /ijjg,  and  fo  fignifies  in  at 

irMth  tts>  or  /af'jjj  ibal  ye  hsvts  lie  aid,  itc. 
l  live  ibe  note  on  chap,  tih  a.) 
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*4  And  that 
yc  put  on  the  new 
nun,  which  after 
God  is  created  in 
Ftghte+uftids  and 
iruc  liolitttfft* 


if  Wherefore, 
putting  my  ly¬ 
ing,  fpeak  every 
man  troth  with 


hiincigb  hour;  for 
we  are  members 


ohe  of  aucliier* 


or  and  leading  faculty,  as  veil  as  in  your  will  and  af¬ 
fections,  which  are,  or  ought  to  be  under  its  conduft. 

a 4  And  a  further  end  of  your  learning  Chrift  is, 
that  inftead  of  wearing  the  deformity  of  the  old  man 
any  longer,  by  giving  way  to  fin,  ye  may,  by  daily  and 
increasing  exercife&o?  grace,  dreftand  adorn  yourfelves, 
(i  Pet.  iii.  3, 4.)  with  all  the  beauties  of  the  new  crea¬ 
ture,  which  is  formed  in  (he  whole  man,  when  old 
thing t  are  fafh  away,  and  ail  things  become  new,  (2  Cor. 
v.  17.)  and  which  may  be  called  the  new  many  becaufe 
of  its  excellent  qualities,  and  its  being  lately  begotten 
in  the  foul,  after  fin  had  continued  in  long  pofleibon 
there }  and  becaufe  it  is  not  corruptible ,  as  the  old  man 
is,  ( t  Pet .  iii.  4.)  And  this  new  man  is  God’s  own 
werkmanjbip ,  created  in  Chrifi  Jefus  unto  goad  works, 
(Epb.  ii.  10.)  and  is  produced  by  his  infinite  wifdom, 
power  and  grace,  according.ro  his  holy  will,  and  after 
his  own  image,  in  which  he  at  firft  created  man,  {Gen. 
i.  27.)  and  which  conlifts  in  divine  principles  and  dif- 
portions,  habits  and  ads  of  juftice  and  honefty  towards 
our  fellow-creatures,  and  of  purity  and  piety  toward 
God  :  and  all  this  bolinefs  is  real,  internal  and  effec¬ 
tual,  in  oppofition  to  hypocrify,  and  to  the  external 
and  ceremonial  purifications  of  the  MofaicAsv,  and  is 
attended  with  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  which  is  a- 
nother  part  of  the  image  of  God,  {Col.  iii.  10.} 

25  Therefore,  according  to  thefe  advantages  and  ob¬ 
ligations,  take  heed  of  all  thole  fins  which  ye  former¬ 
ly  have  been  addicted  to,  but  which  are  dire£Uy  con¬ 
trary  to  your  Chriftian  character ;  as  for  inftance,  fee 
to  it,  that  ye  baniffi  fallhood  and  lies,  deceit  and  frauds 
of  every  kind,  to  the  remoteft  diftance  from  your  de* 
figns  and  conversation,  as  the  moll  dere  liable  Gns,  that 
fap  the  foundation  of  all  good  morality  itfelf,  and  are 
utterly  unworthy  of  the  man,  and  much  more  of  the 
Chriftian :  and,  as  God  commanded  ffrael,  [Ztch.  viii. 
16.)  let  every  one  of  you  fincerely  make  conference  of, 
and  pay  a  drift  regard  to  tTuth,  at  all  times,  in  every 
circumitance,  and  in  every  thing  that  he  fays  and  doer 
to  others,  whatever  temptations  he  may  have,  and 
whatever  any  of  the  heathens  may  teach  or  praftife,  to 
the  contrary*.  For  we  who  believe  in  Cbrift,  are  as 
much  members  of  civil  fociety  as  ever ;  and  therefore 
ought  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  all  mankind,  as- having 
a  join  t-i  mere  ft  and  concernment  in  the  welfare  of  the 

whole  \ 


NOTE. 

*  TrapjieAtt  froni  feveral  irjiW-writrrr,  foch  cafes,  it  was  better  than  a  hanftiluui 
that  they  thought  it  lawful  to  tell  a  He,  when  (Sec  varioui  reft  1  monies  to  thi*  purpose 
it  hi  be  profitable  for  them ;  ao d  that,  in  l)r  note  on  thU 


a Uin 
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iff  Be  ye  angry 
and  fm  not;lc* 
iujc  the  fon  go 
down  upon  you r 

wrath; 


a  7  Neither  givre 
■place  to  the  devil* 


whole  ;  as  we  are  members  of  the  fame  fpirituaJ  body, 
of  which  Chrift  is  the  head  ;  and  therefore  ought*  ip  a 
fpectal  mapper,  to  avoid  deceit,  and  fpeak  the  truth  to 
our  fellow- Chrtftians,  chat  we  may  not  injure,  but  be 
helpful  to  one  another,  as  members  of  the  natural  body 
ufe  to  be. 

26  Watch  over  your  paflions,  that  they  may  be  kept 
under  due  government ;  and  as  anger  is  ape  to  get  the 
afcendency,  upon  every  lirtle  provocation,  labour  to 
regulate  and  re  (Train  it  f,  that  it  may  doc  become  Gn- 
ful,  either  by  your  being  angry,  without  a  caufe,  or  to 
anfwer  fome  bad  end;  or  by  letting  it  rife  to  ercefs* 
and  degenerate  into  fury,  rage  and  revenge,  even  when 
there  may  be  juft  oocafion  for  a  holy  refentment;  and 
if  at  any  time  it  throws  you  into  a  wrathful,  difeompo* 
Ting  perturbation  of  fpirit,  which  is  in  itfclf  fmfut,  be 
as  fpeedy  as  poffible,  in  looking  up  for  divine  affiftance, 
and  endeavouring  to  fupprefs  it,  and  to  he  reconciled 
to  your  brother,  according  to  our  Lord's  own  direction, 
(Mat*  v.  23,  24-* )  that  it  may  not  reft  in  your  bofoms, 
like  the  anger  of  fools,  { Eccl *  vti.  9.)  and  may  by  no 
mean*  remain  with  you  till  fun-fer,  to  diftraJft  your 
minds,  and  unfit  them  for  evening* prayer,  which  ought 
to  be  without  wrath  and  doubting^  (i  Tim*  it.  3.)  nor 
may  lye  down  with  you  to  difturb  your  fieep  in  the 
night,  nor  rife  with  you  the  following  day* 

27  *TU  the  work  of  your  great  adverfiry,  the  devil, 
to  irritate  and  inflame,  and  keep  up  turbulent  and  re* 
vengeful  pa Ifions,  to  your  own  and  others  hurt  ;  as  ever 
therefore  ye  would  not  fuffer  Satan  to  have  a  place  hi 
your  hearts:  nor  would  gratify  him,  nor  give  him  an 
advantage  againft  you,  by  yielding  to  his  malicious 
and  deftrudtive  defigns ;  nor  would  be  hurried,  thrtf 
his  in  (ligations,  into  (lill  greater  fin  and  rmfchieftn 
word  or  deed,  Hand  upon  your  guard  againft  his  temp* 
Cations  whenever  you  find  your  fpirlts  heated  ;  and  re* 
fid  bim  ftedfaftly  in  the  faith,  wbo  watches  all  occa- 

fious 


NOTES* 

*  Jte  to  flffyrfis  not  to  be  taken  as  an  <ri*  delay,  in  alfufion  to  the  Uw  of  Ood,  which 
rVlrtWlo  anger,  which,  alas  I  we  ire  na*  ordered  the  criminal,  ihin  a  as  handed  upon 
turally  too  prone  lo  of  oudWircs  :  and  yet  it  a  tree,  tv  \k  buried  die  lame  day,  and  the 
intimates,  that  alt  anger  in  its  own  wtfutt  u  hire  of  a  paor  fervent  not  to  h:  kept  bach 
oot  GnFkJl ;  but  may  he  allowable  upon  juft  till  the  tint  fhuuld  go  down  upon  it, 
derations,  as  it  is  in  itfelf  an  innocent  paf-  xxi,  is,  *3,  and  xxiv,  14*  And  even 
Iron,  planted  in  the  original  frame-nf  hoimn  Pjtha^orau  a  heathen  phiudopher,  injoinrd 
nature  to  bceaercifcd  in  a  proper  and  decent  his  difeiple*,  that  after  any  quarrel,  nrctiu* 
me  oner;  and  wi*  fob?  the  bkifcd  and  bo*  tiunehou:  behaviour  through  anger,  they 
iy  Jeftn  himfelf.  (Mark  Ui.  j.)  fhould  fhake  hands  2nd  become  friends  ajpin, 

*■  htt  not  ihc  fun  fo  tftnvu  vpw  jovr  wrath  before  the  Tun  went  down*  (See  Dr  lhi*n- 
ftems  to  be  a  fort  of  proverbial  expreffion,  to  mn£ s  ai»tc  here*) 
thiB^s  that  ought  to  be  done  without 


+22 
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ca> 


*8  Let  him 
that  Hole,  fteal  no 
more:  but  rather 
Jet  him  tslxiur, 
working  with  his 
hands  the  thing 
which  U  good, 
that  he  may  hare 
trt  give  to  him 
that  uceiicth. 


fions  to  enfnare  you,  and  and  ioaiks  about  as  a  roaring 
Uon%  feeking  whom  he  may  devour^  (i  Pet.  v.  8,  9  *) 
and  take  heed  of  giring  ear  to  falfe  accufers  and  IIar^ 
derers  of  your  neighbours,  who,  as  Satanfs  inftru- 
ments,  would  inceufe  you  againft  others  without  any 
juft  ground  ;  and  fo  would  put  you  upon  fuch  unjuftift- 
able  exprdfions  of  ti rut ug  anger,  as  might  give  occafion 
to  heathens  and  unbelievers  of  reviling  your  holy  pro* 
feffion  of  Cbritt  ami  his  gofpd* 

28  And  if  there 'be  any  among  you,  who,  before  he 
was  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  Ohrift,  had  accuftom* 
ed  himCrif,  and  thought  there  was  no  great  harrrr  m  ir, 
as  fame  of  the  heathens  dot,  to  pilfer,  wrong  and 
cheat  his  neighbour -in  a  clandeftine 'manner,  to  fupply 
4im  own  wants,  or  maintain  hirafelf  in  irfienefs;  01  if, 
even  fince  hisconverfion,  he  retains  fight  thoughts  of 
this  fin,  and  continues  to  be  ftill  addicted  to  ir,  \n 
fuch  an  one  henceforth  {how  that  be  has  fo  learned 
Chnft,  as  utterly  to  abhor  and  abandon  thefe  unrigh¬ 
teous  and  injurious  pra£Ucesf  which  arc  not  only  in- 
conGftent  with  all  the  infliturions  of  Chriftianity  y  but 
are  ddfruftive  of  perfona!  property,  and  direft  viola¬ 
tions  of  the  moral  law,  and  the  common  rights  of  man¬ 
kind  :  but,  on  the  contrary,  let  him  think  it  his  duty, 
and  make  it  his  care  and  practice,  to  lead  an  hondt 
and  ufeful  life  df  labour  and  feme?,  according  to  the 
fiat  ion  and  employment  to  which  God,  in 'his  provi¬ 
dence,  bas  called  him  ;<and  if  his  cireum  fiances  and 
calling  be  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  require  earning  his  daily 
bread  with  the  fweat  of  his  bTOw,  (6Vir.  lii.  19-)  by  any 
handicraft  trade  or  other  lawful  and  commendable, 
though  laborious  bufinefs,  let  him  apply  to  it  within* 
duflry  and  pains-taking,  that,  by  the  bleiling  of  God 
onhts  hondt  endeavours,  he  may  not  only  get  enough 
for  his  own  and  family VfubfificnGe,  uf  he  has  one,  and 
inay  be  under  no  tern ptation$r to  defraud  others ;  but 
may  olfo  have  fomertung  to  fparc,  on  proper  occatcnst 
for  relieving  the  rued  fines  of  tlje  poor,  and  efpecially 
of  fuch  as  are  of  the  honlbold  of  faith,  that  they  may 
not  be  tempted  to  ftcalf  as  he  himfdf  formerly  was  ; 
and  that  he  may  be  a  biefling,  and  no  longer  a  ntiifanct 
and  burden,  to  civil,  or  religious  communities,, 

2p  Fur- 

NOTES* 


*  A&  the  word  here  rendered 

tkt  #tvil  any  falft  6C&*fert  I  Imre, 

wiih  the  Sjnac  vrvtion,  &r fifths t  and  olheif* 
taken  that  title  into  (lie 


j^vF-n  it  Ians  theft  was  thought  to  be  00  fm  ; 
io*  perhaps  feme  of  the  Ephtfus H‘Convcit\ 
had  nut  ^nite  diverted  thcjnldves  of  tlmr 
hjvmi  io'ojord  nmitins  about  it,  eot  ennfe- 
f  pw(n<r!y  friu&tc  pn  ihorpajhly  off' from  lt*ir  J*>ir 

\d  traud;,  ;r  dirtiuctiotj  fixiii  twiiitc  m  vi-  hut  habitual  moiir-ation*  to  It, 


zr.d  trauc;,  ;r  dimuenotj  iroi,  jmi 
ckRi  rebtery;  acd  «  intuny  of  the  wa- 
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*9  Lrt  ri$.cor- 
rapt  communica¬ 
tion  piocaxl  out 

of  your  mouth, 
but  that  which  is 
gnodtojchc  tifcgf 
edifying,  that  it 
may  milliner 


C 


ace  onto  the 

lr  !■  T 

:arc  n* 


29  Furthermore,  as  to  jour  it/f>rrfr,  as  well  as  your 
temper  and  a&ione,  carefully  avoid  alt  tight  and  frothy, 
and  efpecizlly  all  profane,  indecent,  obfeene  and  op¬ 
probrious  language,  that  proceeds  from  a  corrupt  heart, 
and  has  a  dangerous  tendency  to  corrupt  the  minds  and 
manners  of  them  that  hear  it,  (i  Cor *  kv*  3>)i  let  no¬ 
thing  of  this  kind  ever,  like  linking  and  infectious 
breath,  go  forth  out  of  your  mouth  ;  hut,  on  the  other 
hand,  let  it  be  always  with  grace,  as  if  it  were  feafon- 
cd  with  fait,  even  fuch  as  is  under  the  conduct  of  a 


gracious  fpirir:  and  is  wife  and  prudent,  opportune  and 
fuitnbie  to  perfons,  times  and  places,  and  to  the  cir* 
cumftanccs  and  occafions  that  arc  before  you  ;  and  is 
adapted,  in  a  way  of  counfel,  caution,  reproof,  or  con* 
folation,  to  promote  the  fpirioial  benefit  of  the  com- 
pany  you  converfe  with,  that  it  may  be  a  means  of  re¬ 
commending  religion  to  the  hearers,  of  favouriztng 
■  their  fptrits  and  giving  them  a  good  turn,  of  commu¬ 
nicating  fome  ufeful  inftrufkion  co  them,  and  of  help* 


3*  Andmeve 
not  the  Hfify  Spi¬ 
rit  oif  God,  where¬ 
by  y<  are  waled 
untd  tbe  day  of 
cedemptioa. 


lug  forward  the  work  of  grace  in  their  hearts. 

30  And  as  all  the  things  which  1  have  been  cau¬ 
tioning  you  again  ft  are  direftly  contrary  to  the  holy 
nature,  will  and  operations,  gifts  and  graces  of  the  good 
Spirit  of  God;  and  as  he  (fpeaktng  after  the  manner 
of  men)  is  grieved  at  them,  as  a  friend  ufes  to  be  at 
the  difagreeable  and  ungrateful  behaviour  of  one  that 
he  dwells  with,  and  has  treated  with  kindnefs  and  fa¬ 


vour,  have  a  care,  leafl  by  indulging  any  of  them  ye 
offend  and  rebel  againfl  him,  as  ^>a*Vdid  of  old,  {Ifiiah 
liiii.  10.}  and  provoke  him  to  withdraw  his  gracious 
prefence,  and  deprive  you  of  his  comforts,  who  is  not 
only  infinitely  pure  and  holy  in  himfelf,  but  loves  holi- 
nefs,  and  is  the  author  and  worker  of  its  firft  begin* 
ntngs,  and  of  ail  its  increafes  in  you  ;  by  which,  m 
feme  remarkable  manifeftauons  and  impreiuunsof  light 
and  grace,  confeqoent  to  your  fir  ft  believing,  (fee  the 
note  and  paraphrafe  on  ebap •  i.  13.)  ye  are  evidently 
fealed  as  with  hie  own  image,  and  are  thereby  diftio- 
guifhed  for  his  own,  with  alluring  tokens  of  fa]  vat  ion; 
and  have  the  pledge  and  earned  of  it  in  yourfelves,  for 
your  prefent  fecuriry  and  comfort,  until  ye  be  pofleflVd 
of  the  heavenly  inheritance,  (chap,  i.  14.)  at  death, 
when  your  fouls,  (hail  be  com  pleat  ly  delivered  from  ail 
the  evils  ye  feel  or  fear ;  and  at  the  day  of  judgment, 
when  your  bodies  (hall  be  redeemed  from  the  power  of 
the  grave  to  a  glorious  immortality,  tlut  they  may  fharc 
with  your  fouls  in  the  eternal  happinefs,  which  ihall  be 

fuiiy 
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]i  Ltfall  hitter- 

refs*  niui  wrath* 
and  anger,  and 
rUinotir}«ad<vil‘ 
i peaking,  be  put 
pwa y  from  you, 
with  ill  mjdlrt;. 


And  be  ye 
Mmlone  to  ano¬ 
ther  ,  tender  - 
hearted,  forgiv¬ 
ing  «ne  jinoriier, 
even  as  God  for 
drift'*  JifccUJb 
i^r^iytn  yo^. 


fully  revealed  at  the  final  maDifeftarton  of  the  fons  of 
God,  [Rom.  viii,  19*  23 ►) 

31  This  Holy  Spirit  is  alfo  the  Spirit  of  love  and 
peace  ;  and  therefore  as  ever  ye  would  not  grieve  him, 
and  lofe  his  comfortable  and  leal  mg  prefence,  take  fa¬ 
cial  heed  that  all  rancour,  feverity  and  fournefi  of  tem¬ 
per  ;  and  all  furious*  raging  and  ungovernable  paflions  ; 
and  all  caufelefs  and  exceflivc  anger,  (fee  the  note  on 
t ter*  26,)  and  all  loud  threatning  and  fcolding,  noify 
quarrels  and  contentions;  and  all  railings,  defamations 
and  backbitings,  under  the  power  of  a  ooifterous  and 
tumultuous  mind,  either  to  the  reviling  of  men, -or  to 
the  dilhonouring  of  the  name  of  God,  which  may  be 
called  a  fort  of  blafphemy  {£*■****««)  j  See  that  all  this 
be  laid  slide,  difcountenanced  and  removed  to  the  far* 
theft  diftance  ‘from  you,  together  with  all  malicious, 
fpkeful,  envious  and  injurious  thoughts,  or  heart-burn¬ 
ings:  Let  all  thefe  forts  of  evil  be  refilled  and  banifhed, 
as  highly  djfpleafing  to  the  good  Spirit  of  God,  and  re¬ 
pugnant  to  bin  free  and  friendly  communion  with  you* 

3a  On  the  contrary,  as  ever  ye  would  hope  for  his 
fureet  and  fatisfying  abode  with  you,  labour,  under  the 
influence,  and  according  to  the  mind  and  will  of  this 
divine  Spirit,  to  cultivate  an  affe&ionate,  affable  and 
benevolent  difpcfition  and  behaviour,  as  per  fons  that 
take  pleafure  in  doing  all  plEces  of  kiiidnefs  and  friend- 
fhip  one  towards  another  { ;  fympatbize  with,  and  flic w 
all  tendernefs,  pity  and  bowels  of  mercy,  {Cot.  Hi.  la.) 
toward  the  weak,  afflitted  and  difeouraged  ;  and  if  any 
of  your  brethren  affront  or  injure  you,  do  not  grow 
hard-hearted  toward  them,  nor  feck  a  retaliation,  or  owe 
them  a  grudge  for  ir ;  but  frankly  and  freely  forget 
and  forgive,  and  entirely  pafs  it  by,  in  cotifi  deration, 
and  imitation,  of  the  infinitely  greater  forgivenefs  of  the 
manifold  and  aggravated  cranfgreffionS,which  God  to  the 
riches  of  his  grace  has  extended  to  you;  and  that  not 
at  fo  cheap  a  rate  as  ye  arc  called  to  forgive  your  bre¬ 
thren,  which  will  coft  you  nothing  ;  but  on  account  of 
the  death  and  (offerings  of  bis  own  dear  Son  Jefus  Chrift 
whom  he  of  his  mere  favour  appointed,  provided,  gave 
and  fent  to  make  an  atonement  by  his  precious  blood 
for  Mm,  as  well  as  for  yourfeWes,  that  he  might  freely, 
fully  and  honourably  forgive  both  them  and  you* 


NOTE* 

t  0m?  twther  is  put  for  nxtyotf  here,  and  chip" 

fern*  to  be  fj  Jude,  vtr*  aot  11,  and  perhaps*  PhlL  ii,  av 


T;  i?  CoL  iii*  ttf.  and 


It  E  C  O  h' 


Cfa.  iv* 
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RECOLLECTIONS* 

Bow  amiable  U  a  holy  conversation,  anfwerablc  to  the  nature  and  defiga  of  that 
happy  ftate,  into  which  God  calk  hi*  people  by  his  grace  !  Noth  mg  can  be  a  great- 
cr  credit  to  it,  than  to  be  of  an  humble,  meek,  calm  and  patient  temper*  bear¬ 
ing  with  ^nd  forbearing  our  fellow-Chriltians  in  love,  and  ftudioufly  purfuifig,  at 
with  one  heart  and  foul,  the  things  that  make  for  mutual  harmony  and  peace. 
How  great  are  the  obligations  to  ChriftUndove  and  unity  among  true  be&tvcn  of 
every  denomination  !  They  are  all  members  of  the  feme  myftical  body  of  Chrift  ; 
animated  by  one  and  the  fame  Holy  Spirit;  partakers  of  one  hope,  of  the  hea¬ 
venly  inheritance  ;  related  to  and  interefted  in  one  Lord  and  Saviour;  agreed  in 
tlie  tune  fundamental  do&rines  of  faith,  under  the  fame  baptifraaj  engagements ; 
and  have  all  one  and  the  fame  covenant*God  and  Father,  who  i&  infinitely  a* 
bove  them  all,  and  dwells  in  them  all  by  his  Spirit*  And  what  may  we  not  hope 
for  from  the  exalted  Redeemer  1  He,  who,  by  divine  difpenfation,  defended 
from  heaven  to  the  deepeft  humiliation  and  fu fieri  ngs  on  earth,  is  now  afended 
to  the  heaven  of  heavens,  as  a  triumphant  conqueror  over  all  his  and  our  enemies* 
And  with  what  bounteous  lav  our  does  he  fcatter  his  afeenfion-gifts  among  the 
children  of  men  E  He  lives  and  reigns  in  all  his  glory,  to  till  bis  church  and  every 
member  of  it  with  various  gifts  anil  graces.  And  what  ample  care  has  be  taken 
of  them  in  th$  iuftitution  of  a  gospel*  ramiftry  !  He  gave  and  fumUhed  out  apo- 
flies,  prophets,  and  evaugdiflB,  as  long  as  occafions  required  filch  extra  ordinary 
and  mfpired  officers;  and  he  appoints  and  qualifies  paftors  and  teachers,  as  ordi¬ 
nary  officers,  to  continue  to  the  end  of  the  world,  that,  by  means  of  their  miot- 
it  rat  ions  he  may  carry  on  the  defigus  of  his  kingdom  and  grace,  and  the  good  of 
his  people  through  ill  generations.  How  important  then  is  the  work  of  the  mi- 
uiftry  !  *Tis  fur  filling  up  the  church  with  converts,  and  bringing  them  into  gof- 
peborder ;  and  for  edifying  all  its  members  in  knowledge,  faith  and  love,  and  c- 
very  other  grace,  and  riUbliffiing  their  minds  and  hearts,  that  they  may  be  guard* 
ed  againft  the  artifices  of  ftibtle  deceivers,  and  not  iluduate,  like  children,  be* 
tween  truth  and  error;  but  may  grow  up  in  all  things  into  Chrift,  who  is  their 
head,  and  may  derive  all  fupplies  from  him,  till  they  attain  the  complcat  flat  ore 
of  manhood  in  him*  But  what  a  deplorable  Hate  of  ignorance,  fin  and  ruin  art 
wc  in,  ’till  grace  makes  a  holy  and  happy  change  upon  us,  by  means  of  the  gof- 
pcl !  Our  underltandiu^s  art  darfcncd  through  wilful  ignorance*  and  we  are  Gran¬ 
gers  and  averfe  to  the  divine  life,  through  the  obftinacy  of  our  own  perverfe  hearts. 
How  fhould  we  dread  adding  fin  to  fin,  leaJt  we  provoke  the  juft  and  holy  God  to 
leave  us  to  ourfelves*  till  we  become  utterly  Jrtfenfible  of  our  guilt  and  danger, 
and  run  into  alt  iniquity  with  grvedinds  !  But  the  true  kuowtedge  of  Chrift  has  a 

Suite  contrary  tendency  and  ttfoc’r ;  and  if  we  know  him,  and  the  truth  as  *tis  in 
im,  under  the  light  and  inflneuce  of  his  Spirit,  it  will  effetually  reftram  us  from 
all  known  iniquity.  How  od:ou5  is  ihftlv  man%  the  body  of  lin*  and  howre* 
folutdy  fhould  believers  fet  themfrives  againft  it  1  *Ti$  abominable,  corrupt,  and 
deceiving  in  its  various  lulls,  as  appears  from  the  conversion  of  un  re  generate 
tinners;  it  perverts  and  inflames  their  paflions,  and  fills  them  with  bitter  anger, 
wrath  and  malice;  it  carries  them  into  deceit  and  lying,  idtenefs,  frauds  and  thefts; 
renders  their  diictmrfe  unfrvory  and  defiling,  clamorous  and  injurious  to  their 
neighbours;  and  is  a  gratification  of  the  devil,  and  an  offence  to  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  God*  But  how  excellent  is  the  New  Man*  which  believers  are  cloathed  with* 
as  with  a  beautiful  garment !  *  Tis  a  renewal  of  the  fpirit  of  our  minds,  and  a  new 
creation,  according  to  the  image  of  God  in  rigbtecnifnefs  and  true  holme (s ;  it 
fubdtiea  our  wrathful  pafiions,  and  will  by  no  means  fufTer  them  to  reft  in  our  bo- 
fcTu,  but  gives  them  a  fattening  turn  into  all  kindnefs,  tendernefs  and  forgivenef^ 
of  offences  ;  it  makes  us  hotfeft,  upright  and  faithful  in  all  our  dealings,  and  in- 
duftrious  in  the  butineft  of  life,  to  which  God  calls  us;  it  brings  our  lips  under 
the  law  of  truth,  and  renders  ourconverfes  good  and  edifying.  And  how  fliould 
Chrift  Tatis  be  excited  to  fuch  a  temper  and  conduct,  that  they  may  not  grieve  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God,  whereby  they  are  fealedto  the  day  of  redemption;  but  ipay 
ad  according  to  the  endearing  obligations  of  the  fupcrlative  love  of  God,  who 
4or  Chrijt’s  tike  forgives  them  all  tndpatiea  ! 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  V. 

The  apo/tle  tcnc hides  his  exhortation  to  brotherly  Iovef  v,  2*  Repeats 
Ms  caution  agahtfl  fever ai  Jins f  as  particularly  againjl  all  unclean* 
irefst  cQvetQtfncfi  and  drnnkennef$7  with  a  variety  of  arguments  to 
iaforce  the  caution ,  and  direct  to  a  contrary  behaviour^  3,-20.  And 
cohorts  to  the  relative  duties  of  /octet y  in  general ^  2  r.  And  of  wives 
and  hujbands  in  particular  f  which  are  iUufi  rated  and  inf  or  ted  by  the 
fpirituul  relation  that  is  between  Chrijl  and  the  churchy  2 2> — 33* 


Tut. 

TIE  yc  therefore 
fi>]L»wen  of 
Cod,  as  dcarthLU 
firen; 


%  And  walk  in 

love,  as  Chrift 

pUo  hplb  Jorcd 
ns,  aod  tutb 
01 hirnfrtf  for  us, 
an  olTeriBg  and  a 
hoifice  co  God 
for  a  rWpctpAvU- 
ing  favour. 


Paraphrase. 

r 

ClNCE  therefore  f  God  is  fo  exceedingly  good  and 
merciful,  in  the  exercife  of  his  pardoning  grace  to¬ 
ward  you,  {cb.. iv,  32.)  let  this  excite  you  to  bef****1'} 
imitators  of  him,  in  exercifing  all  kindnefs  and  forgive* 
nefs  one  towards  another,  as  becomes  children  oi  his 
own  likcncfs,  begotten  as  well  as  adopted  by  him,  be¬ 
loved  of  him  and  loving/him,  and  delighting  to  refem- 
blc  him,  efpedally  in  thofe  amiable  graces,  and  to  ap¬ 
prove  yourfelves  to  him,  who  is  love,  and  is  fo  much 
:p!eafed  with  this  pair  of  his  image,  -that  he  who  dwells 

in  tovet  dweilsin  Cody  and  God  in  him.  (I  John  iv.  r6.) 

2  And  as  the  example  of  your  heavenly  Father  fhould 
induce  and  animate  you  to  this  noble  duty ;  fo  fliould 
the  example  of  Chrift,  that  your  whole  con ver Cation, 
-alt  -your  lives  long  even  unto  death,  may  be  friendly 
and  affectionate  one  towards  another,  from  a  principle 

of  love  to  God  and  Chrift,  without  diflinftion  of  par¬ 
ties,  on  account  of  fome  being  JewiJb  and  others  Gen¬ 
tile  converts  j  even  as  Chrift  bimfelf  has  with  fupcrla- 
tive  condefcsnlion  and  grace  fir  ft  loved  one,  as  well  as 
another  of  us,  who  believe  in  him }  and  baB  given  the 
moft  affecting  and  aftonilhing  proof  of  it,  in  his  freely 
becoming  our  fubftiture,  and  yielding  up  his  great  and 
infinite  felf  to  the  moft  terrible  death  for  us,  as  an  ex¬ 
piatory  facrifice  to  fatisfy  divine  juft  ice,  and  make  a- 
totiement  for  our  fins,  when  through  the  eternal  Spirit 
he  offered  himfelf  without fpot  unto  God.  (Hfb.  ix.  14.) 
This  was  fo  highly  plcafing  and  acceptable  in  bis  fight, 
as  may  be-  called  an  offering  and  a  facrifice  of  a  Tweet- 
fmelling  favour,  in  alluGon  to  the  typical  burnt-offer¬ 
ings  and  fin-offerings,  to  make  atonement,  [Gen.  vi;i. 
zo,  21.  and  Lev.  iv,  31.}  which  are  now  fulfilled, 

with 


NOTE. 

.4  TTiif,  u  U  intimated  by  the  partied  been  better  continued  to  the  end  of  the  ft> 
ih*refir*t  from  -the  lift  *erfe  cond  verfe  of  this  chapter,  where  The  apoftic 

of  the  precede  chapter,  which  m igh t  h~fc  ihuti  up  his  argument  then  ui  hind. 


Ch. ». 


3  B at  fomfc*- 
tiwi,  *nd  all  un- 

clcaDncrs,nrc9TC'- 

tovftiea^Wlc  not 
be  once  umed  a- 
.mongft  yvqB  as 
Wrometb  fidu  u ; 


,4  Hdita  it- 

thmcftjOorfooli  tti 
ulhiog,  iwrjeft- 
ingp  which  are 
not  cexiTenierU; 
but  raiba  giving 
oi  (banks. 


„  s  For  tbh  ye 

XtOTj  tW  iw 
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■with  the  richeft  advantage  and-  efficacy,  in  the  Sacrifice 
of  Chrift. 

a  But,  to  return,  there  are  feveral  other  fine,  befidca 
tbofc  afore 'mentioned,  {chap.  iv.  15,  &c.)  that  arc 
pndifed  among  -the  heathens,  and  coo  much  in  vogue 
at  Sphffiity  which  3  would  farther  caution  yon-againftf 
as  .patti  coiarly  again  ft  the  fin  of  whoredom  bet  ween  per* 
fbiw  of  contrary  foxes,  whether  in  -the  (ingle  or  married 
■life,  ('•foe  the  note  on  1  Cor.  v.  1.)  and-againft  all  man¬ 
ner  ot  indecency,  immodefty,  and  leurdnefo  in  gefture^ 
looks,  drefe,  and  aftioti s,  that  betray  an  -unchafte1  difpo- 
Titian  of  heart,  and 'have  a- -tendency  to  excite  the  like 
in  others ;  or,  to  carry  the  matter  (till  further,  I  would 
caution  you  again!!  inegakr  and  immodeft  deli  res  after 
■forbidden  objects,  and  an  inordinate  love  tOf-and  pur- 
foit  after  the  things  of  this  wpdd,  that  would  put  you 
Upon  gaining  them  by  difhonoucnfele  and  unjuft  means  j 
or  would  make  you  difcontented  without  them,  andun- 
willing,  when-yebave  than,  «o  nfe  and  part  with  them 
for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  others  :  Let  it 
never  die  fatd  .that  any  of  you  are  guilty  of  either  of 
tbefc  .vices  j  no,  nor  let  them  be  fo  much  as  mentioned 
among  you  without  the  utmoft  deteftation,  as  ever  ye 

would  behave  like  Chriltians  chat  are  indeed  renewed 
and  fanftifted,*  and  ought  to  be  chaGe  and  pare- in  body 
and  mind,  and  devoted  to  God, -according  to  yonr  holy 
profoffiotf,  as  Taints. 

4  Nor  let  there  be  among  you  any  (hameful  pra£K- 
■ces  in  fteret, '  the  very  eta  ming  .of  t  which  would  put  a 
model!  perfon  to  the'-blulh ;  nor  any  light,  wanton,  or 
•obfeene  ways  of  talking,  (bantering,  or  joking,  which 
are  fo  for 'from  innocent  pleafantry,  and  lawful  jells, 
that  they  are  not  only  unproGtable  and  vain,  but  very 
olFenlivc  to  God,  >and  unfufferable  toa  chafte  ear,  and 
are  too  great  an  incentive  ro  impure 'thoughts  and  ac¬ 
tions  :  Ye  therefore -ought  to  have  nothing  to  do  with 
then)  j  button  the  contrary,  Giould  accu'ftom  yourfelves 
to  employ  your  tongue  in  (peaking  well  of  God,  with 
grateful  acknowledgments  of-Jiis  goodnefs,  and  in  thank* 
liilnefs  and  praifo  for  his  wondrous  works  of  providence 
and  grace,  which  would  be  honourable  to  him,  and  ion- 
-proving  to  .your  company,  aa  well  as  to  yourtelvesj 
and  would  be  a  happy  mezns  of  guarding  you  againft 
impure  language,  and  all  the  forementioned  a  ho  mi - 
.nable  iniquities,  which  are  of  the  mod  pernicious  con* 
fequence. 

5 -For  fince  yeTtave  learned  Chrifl,  ( chap .  iv.  20,  at.) 
ye  cannot  but  kacVTj  asd  ye  ought  krioufly  to  reBe& 


4i9 

wborr  -  monger  t 
nor  andean  pci- 
ion,  nor  enveiou# 
man  who  is  an 
idolater,  hath  any 
inheritance  in 
the  kingdom  of 
{Thrift,  and  of 
Cod* 
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Ch.  t. 


€  Let  no  man 

deceive  yon  with 
lain  word* :  for 
betaufe  of  thefe 
things  tometh 
the  wrath  of  God 
upon  the  children 
of  dift bcdkncc. 


upon  it,  that,  according  to  the  holy  nature  and  deGgn 
of  the  Chriftian  religion,  no  perfou  whatsoever,  who  is 
addicted  to,  and  lives  and  allows  bimfelf  in  the  practice 
of  whoredom  j  nor  any  other  who  indulges  to  any  fort 
of  impure  affe&ions,  and  lafeivious  a&ions ;  nor  any 
worldly-minded  covetous  wretch,  who  makes  mammon 
his  God,  and  is,  by  juft  conftru&ion,  an  idolater,  as 
he  is  Supremely  fond  of  earthly  treasures,  and  rates  his 
bsppinefs  by  them,  and  fets  them  up  in  his  heart  in  the 
room  of  tiod,  and  makes  an  idol  of  his  riches,  or  o- 
ther  worldly  enjoyments,  like  one  entirely,  devoted  to 
them;  No  fuch  perfon,  wbatfoever  his  profeffion  or 
pretences  be,  while  he  remains  impenitent  and  perfifta 
in  either  of  thefe  line,  has  any  right  or  claim  to,  or, 
tiring  and  dying  in  that  ftate,  {hail  ever  have  any  lot 
or  portion- in  that  pure,  incorruptible  and  undefilea  in¬ 
heritance  of  all  hleflednefs,  honour,  and.  delight,  ( i  Pet. 
i.  4.)  which  confifts  in  the  enjoyment  of  God,  and  of 

Chrift,  who  is  one  God  with  the  Father  f ;  and  which 
pertains  to  the  fuhjecis  of  the  kingdom  of  grace  here, 
and  of  glory  hereafter,  which  Chrift,  in  a  way  of  pur- 
chafe,  and  God  the  Father  in  a  way  of  free  gift,  on  his 
account,  has  prepared  to  be  the  inheritance  0/  the  faints 
in  light,  (Col.  i.  12.  and  lee  Rev,  xxi.  ay.) 

6  Take  heed  that  no  one,  either  through  the  fubrit- 
ties  of  Gentile  philoCophy,  or  through  Jewijb  fatfe  glades 
on  the  law  of  God,  or  through  importunity,  or  any 
artful  management,  impofe  upon  and  delude  you  by 
plauChle,  though  empty  and  fallacious  ways  or  talking 
about  thefe  crimes,  as  if  there  were  not  that  evil  in 
them  which  I  have  reminded  you  of;  and  ye  well 
know  to  he  true,  ( ver .  5.)  or  as  if  ye  might  go  on  in 
them  with  impunity,  and  without  danger:  for,  what¬ 
ever  they  may  pretend,  ’tti  certain  that  thefe  are  fuch 
abominable  iniquities,  as  not  only  exclude  the  prac- 
rifers  of  them  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven  j  but  like- 
wife  provoke  and  bring  down  the  wrath  of  God  in  aw¬ 
ful  inftances  here,  and  for  ever  in  full  vials  hereafter, 
like  ruOiiog  ca tariffs  upon  rebellious  finners,  who,  as 
fons  of  unbelief  and  difobedience,  (**'«$«*?)  a  very /re¬ 
ward  generation,  children  in  whom  is  no  faith,  (Deut. 
xaxiu  ao.)  obftinately  perGft  in  them,  not  only  is  di* 

n& 

NOTE, 


f  CM  ft  is  here  dLftlngai&ed,  u  Mefiettr, 
from  G$d  tit  Falitr,  according  to  our  ver- 
fba  of  the  word#  tbt  kingdom  of  Chrift  ami 
e fGtri*  Jtotasthe  kingdom  hint,  and  is 
fkid  to  be  equally  l  he  kingdom  both  of  Chrift 
end  of  God.  this  (as  Zaachy  obferves)  inti* 
aflates,  that  he  is  roe  and  the  Gunc  God  with 


the  Father,  as  well  as  that  there  is  no  ad* 
idU&ui  into  the  kingdom  of  God  but  hy 
Chrift*  And  Btz*  nmc*  tHa  there  U  hat 
one  artkb  prefix'd  to  Chrift  and  God*  (tw- 
'XpH*  uu  and  lb  it  might  be  render'd 
thd  kingdom  of  Chrift,  r&tn  of  God,  or  the 
khtgiom  of  Ccrifti  Tvbo  U  God* 


Ch.  t* 


The  Epijlie  to  the  Ephesians  paraphrafei. 


T  Be  not  ye 
therefore  partak¬ 
er*  wuh  them. 


•  For  ye  net* 
(•metime*  darfc- 
ncli,  but  now  are 
Jt  light  in  the 
Lord;  walk  at 
children  pf  light, 


p  {Forthefrtiit 
of  the  Spirit  is  £n 
all  goodnefs,  and 

righ- 


re £fc  ooQtradifition  to  the  gofpel,  but  even  to  the  moral 
law  itfelf* 

f  Stand  therefore  upon  your  guard  ;  and  beg  affift- 
auce  from  above,  that  ye  may  never  be  the  partners  and 
companions  of  fuch  abandoned  creatures*  nor  ever 
countenance  them  in  their  evil  courfes,  much  lets  con* 
form  to  them  ;  left  ye  alfo  be  partakers  of  their  plagues, 

which,  by  the  juft  judgment  of  God,  will  be  inflifted 
upon  them* 

S  For  ye  were  indeed  formerly,  during  your  CeniiU 
ifm  and  unconverted  ftare,  as  blind  as  others ;  as  igno¬ 
rant  and  dark  in  your  minds  with  regard  to  the  true 
knowledge  of  God,  and  of  fpi ritual  and  holy  things, 
as  darknefs  irielf;  and  ye  then  walked  in  the  ways  of 
fin,  which  were  all  darEods,  (i  Johnu  6-  and  si*  9.) 
and  in  which  a  man  knowHhn&t  whither  be1  goes y  (John 
xii.  35.  and  1  John  ii*  XI*)  and  therefore  *tis  no  won¬ 
der  that  ye  then  went  on  in  the  high  road  to  deftnio 
tion  f.  But  now,  upon  your  believing  in  Chrift  and 
embracing  the  gofpet,  thejeafe  is  happily  altered  with 
you  :  a  divine  and  fpiritual  light  hath  (hone  tmo,  and 
filled  your  minds,  to  give  you  a  difeerning  of  the  truth 

as  it  is  in  Jefos;  and  divine  grace  has  wrought  your 
hearts  and  lives  into  a  conformity  to  that  truth,  {chap* 
iv*  30,  it.)  Ye  have  all  light  and  purity  in  the  fjord, 
as  your  head  of-wifdom  and  influence;  and  ye  have 
the  light  of  knowledge  and  of  grace  by  derivation  from 
him*  and  by  the  influence  of  his  Spirit,  (vrr*  19.)  as 
ye  aie  united  to  him  ;  and  fo  your  former  finful  ways 
are  utterly  unbecoming  your  prefent  ftate  and  charac¬ 
ter*  *Tis  therefore  both  your  duty  and  privilege  to  live 
and  with  perfeverancc  and  daily  advances,  in  all 
your  walk  before  God,  like  children  of  light,  that  are 
brought  under  a  new  direction,  and  into  a  new  fpbere 
of  holy  a£tton,  and  take  pleafure  in  it,  as  is  fuitable  to 
thofe  that  are  enlightened  by  the  word  and  Spirit  of 
Chrift,  and  have  the  bell  aififtances  for  behaving  ac¬ 
cordingly* 

9  Fot  the  true  and  genuine  fruit,  which  is  produ* 
ced,  cherifhed,  and  perfected  by  the  light  and  influence 

of 

T  E. 

fUnd  oppo&d  in  tblr  wfe  to  the  eWJrcn  if 
tH/ohediatcrt  ver.  6*  and  both  arc  U^rmfms% 
to  figmfy  per&ns  that  arc  under  tbe  power 
of  darkneft  and  dirohcdicuce,  as  tho*  they 

were  for*  if  them  rclpe^livtly ;  tud  that  are 
addicted  and  aflefted  toward  them,  and  take 
plnfuie  in  them,  at  children  naturally  data 
their  pucstf* 


N  O 

f  As  darknefi  and  tight  are  nfed  in  ferip* 
lure  to  fig  nif?  fin  and  hoBttefi,  as  well  as  tr~ 
tat  and  truth*  or  igvarwtt  and  hwwWgr, 
which  11  the  light  that  makes  mapifcft,  ver. 
i)*  both  feafes  are  included  in  the  para* 
phnft,  u  being  adapted  to  reprefent  the  tor* 
mcr  and  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  EPkcJfanu 
and  the  nature  and  dtfijjn  of  the  argument 

in  hind.  Accordingly  the  children  of  light 
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nghuot)fn«r« and  of  tbe  Spirit  of  the.  Lord,  it  all  holy*.  It  conGfts  of 
trodt,)  every  thing  that  is  good  and.  excellent  in  its  own  na¬ 

ture,  and  beneficial  to  others,  as  well  as  yourfelves,  in 
oppoOtion  to  covetoufnefs,  (ver.  3.)  which  is  evil  in  it- 
felf,  as  ,’tis  prafltcal  idolatry,  {1W..5.)  and  tarns  to  no 
good,  but  very  bad  account,  as  it  is  a  -withholding  more 
than,  it  iaeet$  and  tends  to- poverty  (Pror.  xi.  24*)  The 
fruit  of  the  Spirit  alfo  confifts  of  every  thing  that  is 
right,  and  juft,  and  due,  in- .ail  your  behaviour  toward 
God  and  man j  and  includes  all  purity  of  heart  and 
life,  in  oppofition  to  all  undeannefs,  {ver.  3,  4, 5.) 
whereby  we  defile  ourfelves,  and  are  tnjuriouflo  o- 
ibers  5  and  it  confifts  of  an  adherence  to  tbe  light  and 
truth  of  the  gofpel,  which  has  irradiated  your  minds, 
in  oppofition  to  ignorance  and  error,,  in  which  ye  for¬ 
merly  were  involved,  as  in  the  thickeft  darknefs,  (7 w. 
8.)  and  confifts  of  ail  integrity  and  fatthfulnefs  in  what- 
foever  ye  fay  or  do,  in  oppdfition  to  lying  and  faHhood, 
which  I  have  alfo  cautioned  you  again  it,  (eh,  iv.  25.) 
Ye  therefore  being  partakers  of  tbefe  excellent  fruits  of 
the  Spirit,  your  converfation  ought  to-  be  always  of  a 
piece  anfwerable  to  them,  like,  thofe  that  live  and  walk 
.  in  the  light*.  ( ver.  8.) 

1^,1  W  lf%3  Te  ought  by  the  afliflance,  and  in  the  light  of 

unto  Ac  Lord,  the  Spirit,  to  try  and  prove  what  is  the  mind  and  will 

of  God  in  his  word,  that  ye  may  know,  and  be  fatiC- 
Ged  about  what  is  pleqGng  to  him,  and  may  heartily 
approve  of  it  and  be  conformed  to  it ;  and  that  ye  may 
exhibit' a  fair  view  of  it  io  your  walk,-  and  give  proof 
to  others  of  your  cohfeientious  regard  to  it ;  and  may 
approve  yourfelves  to  tbe  Lord  Chrill,  and  to  the  Fa¬ 
ther  through-  him,  in  performing  the-  acceptable  and 
perfe£t  will  of  God,  which  14  your  reasonable  fervice, 
(Rom.  xii.  I,  a.) 

m-  And  haw  n  And  that  ye  may  walk  as  becomes  the  children  of 

bave  no  manner  of  partner fhip  with,  nor  give 

fnl voHuof d»k-  tbe  lead  countenance  or  encouragement  to  iniquitous 

nef*.  hot  rather  praflices  of  any  kind  what  foever,  which  are  unfruitful 
reprove  them,  ,  wrty  as  they  are  not  only  unprofitable,  but  exceed¬ 
ingly  injurious,  (Rout,  vi,  21.)  and  arefo  very  flutneful, 
that  they  alfo  may  well  be  called  works  of  darknefs ,  as 
they  are  committed  only  by  perfons  of  dark  and  igno¬ 
rant  minds,  and  will  not  bear  tbe  light  of  a  ftrifl  feru- 
tiny  of  conference,  much  lets  the  light  of  God’s  word 

and 


NOTH. 

*  Thb  mfe U  brought  in,  hy  way  of  pa-  tawr  to  wlk  fa  tb*  iighi ;  and  then  he  rc*irm#f 
ivnthefn;  with  foch  a  dcfcriptioa  of  ths  to  fluw  how  that  walk  U  to  he  purW  in 
Jrvits  *f  ike  Spirit  as  falls  in  with  the  apo-  x\ic  joih  verfr,  which  (land*  coanefted  with 
IiVa  main  de%n  of  enforcing  his  exlwu*  tlic  8ltw 
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and  of  a  future  judgement,  to  bring  them  to  the  teft  of 
truth  and  righteoufiiefs  »  and  at  they  are  often  com¬ 
mitted  in  the  dark  ne  ft  of  the  night,  or  of  privacy  to 
hide  them  from  open  view,  and  finally  lead  to  tbe  black - 
ttefs  of  darknefi  for  every  vibich  u  referred  unto  the  t»- 
godljt  (Jude,  ver,  13.)  But  inftead  of  going  into,  or 
being  any  way  accefiary  to  thefe  evil  pr  aft  ices,  let  tc 
be  your  concern  and  endeavour,  as  becomes  thofe  that 
are  Rgbt  in  the  Lardt  to  rebuke  your  brother ,  and  not 
fuffer  fin  upon  bim ;  to  fliew  him,  in  the  molt  coimu- 
citig  manner,  how  wicked  and  dangerous  the  works  of 
darkneft  are,  that  he  may  be  aihamed  of  them ;  and  to 
pnt  a  check  upon  them  by  friendly,  kind,  and  prudent 
admonitions  or  thole  that  are  guilty,  of  them;  and  ef- 
pccially  by  your  own  cveumfpeft  and  exemplary  con* 
verfatton  in  the  fiiining  beauties  of  holtnefs,  wbich 
wilt  expofe  their  deformity  in  their  own  proper  colours, 
a  ad  wilt  carry  a  praftical  and  moft  inoffenfive  and  un¬ 
exceptionable,  though  touching  confutation,  reproof 
and  condemnation  of  all  contrary  courfts,  as  finful  and 
provoking  to  God,  and  unfuitable  to  the  holy  profeffion 
of  his  name. 


m  For  it  is  a  12  For  it  would  be  a  reproach  upon  a  Chriftian’s 
ibaine  <*«n  to  charafter,  and  would  even  jbock  a  religious,  fober,  and 

tMaii  which  art  mind,  fo  much  as  to  mention  fome  vile  and  de- 

dooeof  them  ia  tellable  things  t,  unlefs  in  a  way  of  neceflary  reproof 

for  them,  that  are  committed  by  perfons  of  corrupt 
minds,  with  the  g  reared  fecrccy  and  in  the  dark,  as 
being  themfelves  aihamed  of  having  them  known  to  o- 
thers,  left  they  (hould  expofe  their  own  charafters  ;  not 
conGderiog  that  God  fees  them,  how  much  foe  ver  they 
may  be  concealed  from  the  eyes  of  men and- that  he 
will  bring  them  to  light,  and  take  fevers  vengeance  for 
them  in  the  day  of  judgment,  (t  Cor,  iv.  5.) 

13  Bot  all  13  Bur  ye,  who  are  now  light  in  the-  Lord,  {ver*  8.) 

a"  are  hy  this  means  enabled  to  judge  of,  and  condemn 
rnufiTmnnirdthy  the  deformity  and  mifehief  of  dll  thefe  fiulul  praftices, 
ibe  -u«1m  :  for  that  are  too  vile  to  bear  the  light,  and  are  reproved-  by 
whatfocicr  doth  light  of  God’s  word  and  Spirit,  and  of  your  good 

iigti*  n,4nl  K  converfetion  in  Cbrift  :  for  as  whatfaever  renders  ob* 

jefts  vifible,  in  their  true  date,  is  light ;  fo  rhat  which 
has  difeovered  to  you  the  odioufnefs,  guilt,  and  dan¬ 
ger  of  thefe  (hameful  immoralities,  and  given  you  a 

view 


NOTE- 


f  Some  tirnk  that  by- the  things  done  in  divulged  toothers:  Put,  be  that  Si  will* 
ficrit  the  apofttc  refer*  to  the  (hooting*  zbo-  they  ate  evidently, to  be  iiDderitefttl,  in  i  wi- 
imtuhle,  and  filthy  piafliccs  that  tlie  he*-  dcrtKttnt,  far  jJI  unfruitful  of  dafk* 
thens  were  guilt  y  of  h 1  the  force  afls  of  their  nefs  fpQhejt  t>f  in  the  foiejjomg  vttfo 
idoiittous  '■rorltiipj  and  that  were  not  to  be 
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U  Wherefore 

he  feilh,  Awake 
thou  that  fleep- 

eft  t  »d  itife 
from  the  dead, 
and  Chrift  (hill 
.  |i«  thee  light* 

\ 


view  of  them  in  their  own  hideous  colours,  to  make 
you  renounce*  abhor*  and  condemn  them*  is  light  in* 
deed  ;  'tie  the  light  and  knowledge  of  Chrift  and  of  his 
word*  which  has  (hone  in  your  hearts*  and  makes  you 
ftiine  as  light*,  in  the  world*  that  by  your  good  counfel* 
and  good  works*  ye  may  convince  wicked  men*  and 
fhame  them  out  of  their  deeds  of  darknefs*  which  they 
did  not  fee  the  evil  of  before.  This  is  the  excellent 
light  that  ye  arc  brought  into*  and  are  called  to  walk  in* 
14  Therefore*  to  (hew  that  ye*  even  the  Gentiles  a- 
■none  you*  are  now  brought  into  this  happy  (late ;  f  as 
our  olefled  Lord*  in  railing  the  dead*  (aid  to  a  jettng 
wmanf  and  to  a  young  tnan,  drift,  {Markv.  41,  and 
Luke  vii*  14*)  and  to  Lazarus *  Come  forth,  (John  xu 
♦43.)  fo,  God  fay®  in  rhe  current  of  the  Old  Teftament- 
proph  cries  about  his  calling  the  Gentiles,  with  a  defign 
of  exerting  divine  energy  with  his  call  to  make  it  effec¬ 
tual  ;  Awake  out  of  your  ftate  of  ignorance*  flupidity* 
and  infenfibiliry ;  and  rile  up  from  the  death  in  trcl- 
paffes  and  fins*  in  which  you  have  hitherto  lain*  but 
from  which  I  will  quicken  yon  by  an  almighty  power 
attending  my  word  of  command ;  and  Chrift*  who  is  a 
light  to  the  Gentiles*  and  my  falvation  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  (1C  xSix*  6.)  (hall  enlighten  you  with  fpintual 
wifdom  and  underfbnditig*  to  (hew  you  the  way  to  e* 
temal  life  5  and  (hall  give  you  the  comfort  of  both  the 

light 


NOTE, 


f " Various  4 re  the  conjectures  of  eipofrtort 
about  the  ctencBm  of  ihefe  words,  whether 
it  Ihould  be  with  vtrw  8.  or  rtr*  i  r,  or  with 
the  next  preceding  verie;  and  alwit  what  U 
meant  by  be  jays,  whether  it  refer*  to  Chrififs 
fftdtmg  bjihe  apofl/e,  as  he  did  by  the  anti- 
cot  prophets,  who  offcn  introduced  their 
neftages  with  a  thus  faith  the  Lorf  and  with 
intimations  that  he  fpakc  by  them  $  or  whe¬ 
ther  it  refers  to  any-  p&rtkuh r  fajjagt  in  the 
<W  Tt ft  *  friend  or  in  the  apocryphal  writings* 
or  to  the  general  definite  of  the  Old  Tefta* 
jnent-praphccks*  relating  to  the  calling  of 
the  Gentiles*  And  they  arc  much  divided  in 
rhrir  ft  nt  [merits  shear  the  difference  t>« 
may  be  fuppoftd  between  awaking  art  of  fieep, 
and  rift from  tht  dead,  whether  the  firft  of 
theft  ph rafts  may*  or  may  not  relate  to  flum* 
he  ring  believer  s,  and  theiecond  to  aa regene¬ 
rate  jin j«rr,  Dut  amid  ft  all  the  difficulty  of 
adjimlng  ihefe  things,  what  appears  to  me 
to  be  mod  eafy  and  natural  is*  that  the  ^s- 
meQian  (lands  with  the  next  preceding  verfe, 
which  (peaks  of  fight,  as  that  which 
maaifeff;  and  lb  this  verfe  is  brought  in  to 
Aew  that  the  Ephejiatt  though  G entires, 
were*  according  to  ancient  prophecies,  par* 
takers  of  a  fpintual  lighi :  And  kejitys  ferns 


to  relate  to  the  Jam,  or  general  carreat  of 
what  God  had  laid  in  piophccy  about  the 
.  conversion  of  the  Gentiles,  as  particularly  in 
IC  vL  i*  %t  i*  and  ix.  %.  and  Hut 

there  U  no  particular  paflage  In  any  of  the 
prophets*  no*  nor  in  any  apocrypha!  booh, 
at  rar  as  I  had*  that  anfwer*  to  this  quota¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  ftilc,  he  fays,  I  think  it  never 
ufed  by  the  apoftlc  to  dignify  what  God,  cr 
Chrift*  or  the  Spirit  faid  by  hint*  As  Vo  a* 
Iraki*!  &*!  ef fieep,  and  n] flag  from  the  dead,  t 
take  them  to  he  terms  of  moth  the  fame  i™- 
fort,  Gnce  death  is  frequently  Teprefrntcd 
under  the  image  of  fieep ,  and  is  called  it* 
fieep  af  death,  (Pf*  xiti.  accordingly 
often  read  of  perfons  fireplug  with  their  fa¬ 
thers  ;  and  awaking  out  of  this  fieep  is  the  wr* 
ry  fame  thing  with  rifiug  from  the  dead,  as  \i* 
a  Kings  iv*  31.  Dan,  xii«  1.  and  John  iL 
1 1.  And  both  thefc  expreffions*  if  we  con- 
Jider  them  as  what  God  faid  by  the  prophet 

wi*h  refpeft  to  the  calling  of  the  Gevtihi*  re¬ 
late  to  their  Hate  and  condition*  n<n  ejur 
they  were  called  by  grace,  hut  before ,  to  hricj; 
them  out  of  that  deplorable  ftate;  in  which* 
and  never  afterward,  they  were  (aid  so  tr- 
dead  In  trejf  ajfes,  and  jins*  (Chap*  ih  s.J 


Ch.,  t. 


ij  See  then 
that  yt  walk  nr- 
cumrptfftj^  not 

a*  fools  but  as 
wit. 


10  Rederming 
ihe  t:jne,  b-canfc: 
tbcda][$  ate  evil. 


IT  Wh^fore, 
be  ye  not  unwifet 
bu;  und  expand¬ 
ing  wlv^f  he  will 
of  Lord  is. 
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light  of  knowledge,  and  of  holinefs  and  hope  in  your 
own  foul* 

1 5  Look  then  to  yourfelves,  and  fee  how  carefully, 

exactly,  and  accurately  (*»f  **#*'£»;)  ye  ought  to  walk  in 
the  whole  of  your  converfatioji,  as  Chriftian  convert, 
that  it  be  anfwerable  to  your  new  light  and  obligations, 
and  according  to  the  rule  of  tha  word,  as  perfcns  tin¬ 
der  the  eye  of  God  and  men,  of  enemies  as  well  as 
friends,  that  your  behaviour  may  not  Hill, he  like  igno¬ 
rant,  injudicious,  and  unwife  people,  that  are  eftrati- 
ged  from  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  from  the  way' 
of  their  duty  and  happinefs,  and  heedlefsly  plunge 
themfdves  into  iniquity  and  error  to  their  own  deftruc- 
tion  ;  but  like  perfons,  that  have  learned  Chrift,  and 
been  taught  by  him  as  the  truth  is  in  [chap,  iif. 

30,  21*)  wbo  bath  given  you  light,  ( vtr .  14-)  and 
like  perfons,  that  take  heed  of  giving  any  occafion  for 
ftumbl  ing,  or  triumph  to  unbelievers,  or  of  imprudent¬ 
ly  and  unneceifarily  expo  (log  your  ft  Iks  to  tbeir  rage, 
and  running  into  danger* 

16  And  fee  that,  hy  a  diligent  and  circumfpe£l  walk, 

ye  redeem  time,  and  opportunity,  (  )  and  retrieve 

what  has  been  loft,  for  the  beft  purpofes,  that  it  may 
be  employed  in  a  holy  manner  for  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  benefit  of  your  own  fouls,  and  for  doing  good  to 
others;  And  as  merchants  improve  all  advantageous 
fea fons  for  traffic;  fo  be  yc  as  it  were  continually  buy¬ 
ing  and  gaining  rhefc  precious  talents  out 

of  the  hands  of  fin  and  Satan,  to  which  they  formerly 
were  devoted;  out  of  the  hands  of  floth,  cafe,  and 
worldly  btifinefs  and  pleafure  ;  and  out  of  the  hands  of 
your  enemies,  that  would  be  gUd  to  take  aw.iy  your 
liberty  and  your  lives;  And  ye  ought  to  be  the  more 
careful  herein,  becaufe  the  times,  in  which  ye  Jive,  are 
days  of  great  immorality,  ignorance,  and  profanenefs, 
and  days  of  trouble,  danger,  and  perfection,  for  the 
fake  of  Chrift,  which  may  foon  bring  all  time  and 
opportunities  of  fcrrice  to  a  period  with  you  ;  and  they 
arc  days,  in  which  both  carnal  Jews  an:l  Gentiles  con¬ 
tinually  watch  for  your  halting,  that  they  may  (peak 
evil  again  ft  you,  and  again  ft  Chrift  and  his  gofpel  on 
your  account* 

ry  Take  heed  therefore  that  ye  do  not  Continue  to 
a£t  an  inconfi  derate  foolilh  part,  as  in  the  days  of  your 
ignorance  and  unregene  racy,  in  things  relating  to  God 
and  your  own  duty  and  falvauon  ;  nor  n^ediefly  expofe 
yourfetves  to  the  malice  and  fury  of  your  enemies  in 
thefe  evil  (lays;  But,  fuitablc  to  your  prefent  Hate  and 

f  E  e  character 
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i?  Anil  be  not 

(hunt;  with 

wherein  U;*ceft; 

but  be  filled  uUh 

the  Spirit* 


Ip  Speaking 
tn  y.itutcives  in 
yJjJras  t  and 
hymns,  and  ipi- 

jn£  hi]tl  nuking 

nieifuly  in  yotir 

heart  to  die  Lord. 

■ 


charafler,  endeavgur,  through  divine  grace,  to  live 
and  a£tj  as  thofe  that  understand,  and  attentively  con- 
fidcr  the  mind  and  will  of  the  Lord  Chfift,  with  re- 
fpc •&  to  the  cautioufnefs  and  pradence  of  your  bchavt* 
our,  that  ye  may  be  wife  as  ferpents *  and  barmltfs  as 
dcvesf  {Mat-  x.  16.) ;  and  with  refped  to  the  purity  of 
your  convocation  in  the  world*  that  it  may  be  blame- 
ids,  becoming  faint?,  and  fuch  as  is  acceptable  to  the 
Lord,  and  as  he  requires  in  his  word,  ( ver *  3,  4*  JO-) 
jS  And  to  prevent  your  running  into  the  abomina¬ 
ble  practices  that  I  have  been  already  cautioning  you 
again  ft*  take  heed  of  another  flagrant  iin,  whtebis  not 
only  in  irfelf  a  rioting  upon  the  bounties  of  providence, 
and  an  unmanly  and  worfethan  brutal  vice,  bur  throws 
one  o(T  from  his  guard,  and  eipofes  him  toevery  temp- 
ration  to  lafcmouihefs,  and  all  other  fhamefnl  iniqui- 
ties,  and  that  is  drunkennefs  by  fo  free  a  ufe  ol 
vviue  or  other  firotig  intoxicating  liquors,  as  is  injuri¬ 
ous  to  heaJth,  or  clouds  the  mind,  and  enfeebles,  de¬ 
files,  and  diforders  all  the  powers  of  the  foul,  and  ren¬ 
ders  them  incapable  of  rational,,  holy,  and  regular  con¬ 
duct;  and  is  attended  with,  or  prompts  unto,  all  ex* 
c<:fs  (j'-r.jtj  of  intemperance  and  madneft,  rioting,  and 
debauchery,  and  sdi  fuperfluiry  of  naught!  nefs*  Bur, 
in  oppo Orion  to  the  fordid  and  injurious  pleafure  of 
*  drinking  to  exetfs,  let  it  be  your  great  concern,  that,  in 
the  Life  of  all  proper  and  appointed  means,  ye  may  be 
filled  with  the  holy  influences,  gifts  and  graces,  joys 
and  confolations  of  the  divine  Spirit,  wherein  there 
can  he  no  danger  of  having  too  much,  or  of  being  mif- 
led  into  any  indecent  or  unworthy  behaviour  by  them* 
This,  itiftcad  of  carrying  you  into  revelEings  and  all 
extravagancies  of  mirth  and  jollity,  will  infpire  you 
with  a  noble,  pure,  and  fublimc  pleafure,  which  fhould 
vent  itfdf  in  a  fuitahie  manner* 

r<?  Speaking  among  ycurfelves,  to  your  mutual  edi¬ 
fication  and  admonition,  {CoL  iti.  16.)  by  finging forth 
the  praifes  of  God,  in  all  the  variety  of  them,  at  your 
religious  affemhjies,  by  joining  your  voices  in  proper 
tunes,  to  utter  poetic  com  poll  do  ns,  fuch  as  pfalms  and 
hymns,  and  fpithual  fonge  whether  thole  that  arc 

already 


K  O  T  E  $, 


*  DmrikuzKtfi  waft  s  itigrrirg  fin  at  EpJ^r- 

fust  anjl  a  vicg  ihst  i!.l  (Unite i  *cte  fc^iu'a- 
h*lJJy  w  in  iorrt*  (>f  tficii 

1 it  T^rtk'liLiiy  in  that  wkkh  titty 
t't iKlu-ii.nl  in  h*>urmrnF  uhtim  they 

CiKt'rwi  ;ts  *!*,■#'  ;r 


*  RU  liJVt*  .'blWvtt* 

of  r  aerial  coi^ 

■  “7  * 


tj'nych  TV^fl 

iH 

I:doiu  for  fu  ;  uic 


of  ihc  church  arc  ntied  in  ihdr titles  PJsfo'i 
yet  the  ifrordufol  in  ihtf  title  of  Pfalm.  c\ Iv, 
though  rendered  there  a  fc* lifol,  figniffc*  ui- 
fij,  mid  h  fumetiftic*  rendered  l»y  (he  Stvwy- 
4  Zinni}  wl  the  (itli?  nfPf,  rxi,— CSK***- 
ami  are  rendtmi  But  p  Ai¬ 

ls,  y  ihe  hymns  and  jhiriimr!  fpigs  here  meATit* 
ill  uifiiuetion  from  *jalKi$y  iD*ghl  -  v 

i  jr:. 
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h 


*n  Giving  thank* 
always  for  all 
ttiirgt  umo  God 
and  the  Parker, 
in  the  name  of 
our  -Lord  JcJiiv 

thrift; 


ii  Submitting 
Tonrfdftf  one  10 
another  in  the 
fear  of  God. 


already  left,  cinder  divine  lnfprration,  for  the  ufc  of  the 
church,  or  thofc  that  infpired  men  among  you  may 
give  out  by  an  extraordinary  gift  of  the  Spirit,  fuitable 
to  prefent  occafiona  :  All  which  are  to  be  lung  in  a  fpi- 
ritual  manner  for  fpi ritual  ends;  and  your  united  praifts, 
with  the  voice  together  (Ifa*  lit*  8-)  (houlct  be  with  the 
fweeteft  harmony  and  delight  in  your  own  hearts,  by 
their  afeending  with  your  voices  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  and 
Chewing  forth  his  glory,  and  the  glory  of  God  in  him, 
which  will  be  as  pleating  to  him,  and  to  your  own  fouls, 
as  the  moil  melodious  mu  fie  can  be  to  your  tjus. 

20  And  the  work  of  praife  (liquid  not  only  bear  a 
part  in  the  foiemn  worfhip  of  your  religious  aftemblics; 
but  fiiould  run  through  your  whole  lives,  that  ye  may 
always  maintain  a  grateful  difpofuion  of  heart,  and 
may  bkfs  the  Lord  at  alt  times  ^  and  hu  praife  may  be  con¬ 
tinually  in  your  months^  (Pfah  xxiiv*  for  every  mercy, 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  for  every  dtfpenhmon  of 
providence  and  grace,  yea,  for  a  ffli  ft  ions  thenifclves, 
as  they  work  together  for  good,  as  well  as  for  enjoy- 
ments,_and  fenfible  tokens  of  divine  favour:  Ami  fo  ye 
ought,  od  all  occafions,  to  exprefs  your  thankfulnefs  for 
all  things,  to  God  even  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
ChrifL  and  our  Father  in  him,  as  the  original  fource 
and  firft  caufc  of  all  the.good  things  which  we  have 
and  hope  for :  And  this  ihankfgiving  (hould  be  render* 
ed  to  him  through  our  Iast6  Jefus  Chrill,  ( CoL  iti.  T7,) 
with  a  dependence  on  him,  and  mention  of  his  name, 
as  our  only  mediator,  and  the  putchafcr  of  all  bldlings, 
on  whofe  account  they  are  beftowed  upon  us  ;  and  thro* 
whom  our  praifes,  as  well  as  prayers  for  them,  are  to 
be  prefp nted,  and  are  made  acceptable  to  God.  (bfsb* 
xiii.  15.  and  I  Pet .  ii.  5.) 

21  And  thefe  divine  influences  {1 ter*  18.)  will  direct 
and  oblige,  affiiland  enable  you  to  behave  in  a  becom¬ 
ing  manner,  in  all  natural  and  civil,  public  and  private 
relations  of  life  *,  according  to  the  tank,  which  ye  re* 

fpetiively 


NOTES. 


Aich  divkc  ode;,  or  poetic  com  petitions,  is 
otu  L-jrd  is  t'lonpM  by  tome  to  hare  dsH- 
v„red  at  the  infthmion  of  his  fiippir,  Matth. 
\vlvu  30.  and  *s  the  fang*  of  Elizabeth  >  the 
virgin  Z^bsrias^  and  other*  fpoken 

oi  in  1  Cor.  my.  id. 

*  The  had  fuch  conrrKipiibh 

thoughts  of  the  iiacireameHed  Gentihst  as 
to  imagine  that  they  were  not  bound  to  per- 
t  >rm  tnofc  duties  toward  them  that  belong¬ 
ed  ro  the  nesrdt  relations  in  life;  and  it 
Ji'-.Tn*  as  if  fome  fuch  notion  had  obtained  a* 

Chrlfttms,  with  regard  to 

h* 


unrirtrtmafed  believers  \  and  among  convene 
from  heathen  with  regard  to  unbelieving 
huf  hands  and  wives*  pajentd  and  children* 
matters  an!  JcrYtitU ;  uich  a  vie*  to  which 
the  apoftlc  cftahljJhcs  che  obligations  rcfiiit-* 
lrtg  fmm  al]  ihefe  relation*,  whether  both 
panics  were  believers  or  not*  in  a  diicourie 
ar  large*  1  Cor.  chap,  v;u  And  with  the 
like  1  kwf  he  may  be  fuppofed  in  this  and  the 
next  chafer,  u>  infill  on  the  duties  of  b*f~ 
bands  and  nnvrst  parents  and  children t  ct*/- 
ten  and  firv  nnuy  that  l  *  liters  might  not 
think  (hemltlvts  ix  leu  fed  from  the  duties, 
c  1  which 
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xx  Wires*  febt 
lfeityourieJvcs 

to  v(i«]f  f>wrt  huf' 

r 

lunch,  *s  unto  the 
i^ord. 


fpeCtivcly  bear  m  them,  that  ye  all  may  perform  thofe 
mutual  duties  one  towards  another,  which  belong  to 
your  feveral  ftatums*  as  perfons  that  have  an  awe  of 
God  upon  your  conferences,  and  are  afraid  of  offending 
him,  who  has  enjoined  thefe  duties  upon  you  5  ami  as 
perfons  that  arc  under  the  government  of  his  dcw-co- 
ven  ant -fear  in  your  hearts,  to  keep  you  from  (inning 
againft  him,  and  to  engage  you  to  fubmit  one  to  ano¬ 
ther  in  every  thing  that  be  bus  commanded,  and  as  far 
as  may  be  for  Ms  glory,  and  cooliftent  with  other  du¬ 
ties  that  ye  owe  to  him,  whofe  abfolute  fupremiey 
claims  a  prior  and  unreferved  fub  million  to  him* 

22  .As  to  inftance  particularly  in  fome  relative  du¬ 
ties,  let  thefe  of  you,  that  are  believing  pay  all 

becoming  reverence  and  honour,  fubjection  and  obedi¬ 
ence,  in  all  lawful  things,  to  your  hulbands,  whom  ye 
fhculd  confidcr and  efreem,  and  be  the  more  chearfully 
fubmiflive  10,  as  your  own  bulbands,  who  by  the  law 
cf  carriage  are  and  ought  to  be  for  you,  and  no  other 
wmjhh,  only  beloved  of  you,  and  loving  youf:  And 
it:  ?M  votir  afts  herein  be  as  in  the  fight  and  prefence 
of  the  Lord  C'nnft*  with  an  eye  to  his  glory,  as  alfo  in 
obedience  to  his  authority,  (t  Cor *  siv,  34, J  and  in  re- 
femblancc  of  that  fubjeftion  which  the  church  owes  to 
him,  and  by  which  this  duty  is  illufl rated  and  enforced 
upon  you. 


NOTES- 


13  For 


which  refult  from  either  of  thefe  relations, 
even  ftippnfing,  it  fab  titled  between 
than  tnH  facii  as  were  unbelievers :  And  the 
time  may  be  obftrveil  with  refpeft  to  the  o- 
hcdiencc  that  due  to  benthtn  vuviftr  tiles, 
and  the  offices  of  love  and  kindneft  that 
were  to  be  difthargod  towards  all  rank*  ard 
degrees  of  perfons,  what the ver  t heir  charac¬ 
ters  or  profeffions  might  be  as  to  rtligfon  ; 
which  be  alfo  in  lifted  on  at  large  in  H:e  xiiir  h 
chapter  to  the  Romans,  AU  Ehut  is  dcfign- 
ed  to  (hew  that  the  Chrtftiaa  religion  is  to 
from  difWvin/,  that  it  autSruis  and  In- 
hirers  olilifubn^  to  dixies  of  all  natural  and 
ei*:l  relations.  And  i :  thefe  rdw live  duties 
wav  in  bcobfrrvcrt,  even  towards  heathens 
a*id  unbelievers,  truch  more  mafl  they  be 
Mirim*;  tijinn  Chriflia.;^  one  'awards  ano¬ 
ther*  (Sec  'he  note  an  i  Till,  d.  i.) 

+  The  apotile’s  diiemitie  (as  Z.wrfyolH 
ferves)  on  particular  id  at  rre  duties  is  in  the 
nature!  order,  in  which  the  tdatrons  theic- 

fc|ve$  commented  in  the  world,  which  wit 
hril  between  tv/lanst  4inJ  ;  next  between 

jwjvh/*  anAthiimu  ;  ami  lalfly  I  cUVCCii 

rers  a*v  /dnwxts.  The  njx-ftte  atrcrdrigly 

be^:i!S  feir*  O'"  »he  firft  of  ihtfe 

:?la::wi3  iu  tiiU  clK'priT,  a;ri  cu  totiivfe 


of  fartxit  and  children,  And  Pisfien  and  /?r- 
Ttfrfi  in  tbe  neat ;  and  he  keeps  the  fame 
order  in  bis  exhortation*  to  all  thefe  in  hxt 
tpiHle  to  the  ColoiGans,  chap.  iiL  i8,— ij 
*nrf  if.  1,  dr c*  But  it  may  be  farther  ci> 
ferved,  that,  in  both  thefe  cpifUef,  he  fail 
infifts  on  the  dories  of  the  mfmart  and  then 
on  thole  of  the  fuptrxr  relatives  in  «w;j 
ipflanee  «f  them.  And  the  apatite  Ptftr 
proceeds  in  the  fame  order,  when  be  fjrnki 

of  the  duties  of  urivts  tffld  imfiands^  <  Per* 
lit*  if— 7*  ■  The  reafom  of  this  may  pioba* 
My  be*  beeaufa  the  dmic*  of  wim> 

AJtJ Jhrwwts  are  moll  a  gain  ft  the  grain  of  cor¬ 
rupt  nature,  rooft  difficult  in  themfelves;  ani 
moft  apt  ro  be  obje&ed  agamti,  and  not  ft 
readily  attended  to*  and  complied  with  $  and 

bccaule*  if  thefe  rebiivcs  faithfully  perform 

the  duties  on  their  part.  It  would  by  a  ra  >ri 
endearing  obligation  upon  hitjbar,d u  f&w a 
end  Xfujurs  to  treat  their  wivtSt 

fcrvantti  with  love  audlenderntfs,  and  ut.uii 
leave  them  the  more  IforreftiUy  inexcmald'- 
wrre  they  to  be  warning  in  their  duty  (o'vui 
them.  Hence  tbe  apoftle  PfJrr,  hi  ihc  pi  *>'> 
hat  now  beFemd  to,  exhorts  believing  ‘zxi  , 
tol'ii;  Hh'ir  ku/Zauds  by  a  bctz>ii,h.£  :'T-t 
ON^VCi  fatio  ft. 


Ch.x. 

For  the  juif- 
l»nd  is  tUc  head 
of  the  .wife,  even 
£5'Chnfl  is  the 

head  of  the 

cbuith :  and  he 
is  the  Saviour  of 
the  body* 


*4  Therefore, 
as  the  church 
is  fubjeO  unto 
Oiiilt,  fo  let  the 
wivn  iir  to  their 
e«D  huibandi  Ia 
c my  thin;. 


if  Husband*, 
We  your  wives, 

even  as  ChriA  al¬ 
to  loved  the 
church,  and  gave 
bionfdf  fora; 
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23  For  by-  the  law  of  nature  and  of  marriage*,  (fee 
Gert.iii.  t(K  1  figjMLS,  ami  :  Tun .  ii.  13, 14*)  the  huf* 
band  is  appointed  to  be  the  head*  guide,  mid  guardian 
of  the  wife,  in  a  fome  what -like  manner,  as,  by  the  ron- 
ftitution  of  the  new  covenant,  Chrifl,  hi  hisofiicc-cap*- 

city,  is  the  head,  governor,  and  protector  of  the  whole 

church,  which  is  efpnufed  unto  him ;  .and  (hit  able 
this  near  and  tender  relation  into  which  he  has  tak<_n 
them,  he  has  a  tied  the  part  of  a  kind  amihmbUil  huf- 
band  in  being  the  Redeemer,  and  Saviour  of  ail  the 
members  of  his  myftical  body,  to  deliver  them  from 
fm  and  wrath,  and  Tenure  eternal  happinels  to  them  * 
and  has  therein  fet  all  Christian  [mihaods  a  hright  and 
noble  pattern  of  that  afFe£ttonf  care,  and  concern, 
which  they  ought  to  have  for  the  fa  fet  y  and  defence, 
maintenance,  comfort,  and  bap  pine  Cs  of  their  wives* 
(wr.  25,  28,  £f.) 

24  As  therefore  the  church  is  cbearfully  ami  faith¬ 
fully  fubjeft  to  the  authority  of  Chrifl  in  all  fpiritual 
concerns*,  fo  in  imitation  of  them,  (though  not  with 
the  fame  abfolutt  and  unlimited  fubje&ion  to  any  crea¬ 
ture,  as  is  due  to  Chrilt  himkif)  let  the  wives  behave 
with  meeknefs,  willingnefs,  and  fidelity,  in  a  becom¬ 
ing  fubje£tbn  to  their  own  lawful  hufbands  in  all  civil 
things,  as  far  as  is  fit  in  the  Lord*  {Col.  iii.  18.) 

25  On  the  other  hand,  hufijands  fliould  con  fide r, 
and  faithfully  difeharge  their  duty,  toward  their  wive*, 
as  it  is  all  comprehended  in  the  great  law  of  love,  which 
fwcecens  the  relation,  and  has  the  moll  powerful  in¬ 
fluence  to  command  a  friendly  and  becoming  behavi¬ 
our  in  it.  Let  thofc  of  you  then,  that  arc  believing 
hufbands,  take  heed  of  tyrannizing  over  your  wives,  or 
being  imperious,  murofe,  or  paifionatc  and  bitter  a- 
gainft  them,  {CoL  iii,  19*)  but  make  their  yoke  as  eafy 
and  agreeable  as  poflibk,  and  allure  them,  by  a  kind 
and  gentle  carriage,  to  all  the  refpect  ami  obedience 
that  is  reafonable  for  you  to _  expeil  fretn  them;  See 
that  ye  give  honour  to  them,  (1  Peu  iii.  7.)  and  that 
your  hearts  be  full  of,  and  all  your  looks,  word*,  znd 
ad  ions  fnew  forth,  the  mofl  tender,  ardent,  and  en¬ 
dearing  love  to  them,  in  bearing  with  thrir  infirmities, 
and  doing  all  that  in  you  lyes  for  their  temporal  and  fpi- 
ritual  good,  and  for  convincing  them  of  your  peculiar 
affedion  to  them And  ye  fhould  herein  imitate,  and 
be  influenced'  by,  the  fpecial  and  fuperlative  love  of 
Chiiftto  his  church,  who  ha;rg;vcn  the  moll  affecting 
and  unparalleled  demon (1  ration  of  his  peculiar  love  ta 
them,  that  poffibty  can  be,  in  that  hi:  freely  yielded 

him  frit 
■ 


43* 


aff  Thar  he 

ipipht  fandtlfy 
n  ikI  deaiife  it 
with  the  rafting 
of  water  by  the 
word : 


*7  That  he 
n>ijh(  preient  it 
to  him  fid  f  a  pto- 
nous  church ?  not 
having  fpot  or 
utiukh,  or  any 
fuch  thing;  but 
that  k  (hoirid  be 
holy,  and  without 
bkuiiib* 
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himfelf  up  to  the  worft  of  deaths  in  their  room  and 

(lead,  and  for  their  fpirttual  and  eternal  benefit ; 

26  That  he  might  take  away  the  power  and  pollution 
of  fin  from  all  its  members,  and  infule  a  principle  of 
true  holincb  into  them,  and  fo  confecrate  them  to  God 
by  the  falsification  of  his  Spirit,  as  (K*Sstp«raf)  having 
purged  them  from  the  guilt  of  fin  by  his  atoning  blood, 
(fee  II eh.  i.  3.  and  ix.  14,  22.  and  x.  a.)  which  effe&s 
of  bis  blood  and  Spirit  arc  fignified  by  the  cteanfing 
quality  of  water,  {Etek,  xxxvi.  25,)  and  by  legal  puri¬ 
fications  -with  the  ajbet  of  abeifer  fprinkling  the  unclean , 
(Heb.  «*  13.  compared  with  Numb.  xix.  17,  fyc.)  as 
aifo  by  tbe  water,  with  which  they  are  walhed  at  their 
baptiim  •  >  and  he,  in  tbe  greatnefs  of  his  lose  com¬ 
municates  thefe  benefits  by  means  of  the  gofpel  preach¬ 
ed  to  them,  and  received  and  applied  by  faith,  for  clean- 
ftng  them  from  all  fin  hy  bit  blood ,  (1  John  i.  7.)  and  re¬ 
newing  them  by  the  Holy  Chqfit  (Tit.  iii.  5.) 

27  That  he  might  let  every  member  of  the  church 
before  his  immediate  pretence,  and  exhibit  them  to  his 
view,  and  make  them  every  way  agreeable,  acceptable, 
and  delightful  to  him,  through'  the  purifications  and 
ornaments  which  he  himfelf  bellows  upon  them,  as  a 
bride  prepared  and  adorned  for  her  bufbandf  (Rev.  xxi. 
2.)  and  fo  might  prefent  the  whole  church,  before  the 
prefence  of  bit  glory  t  with  exceeding  fop)  Jude,  ver.  24.) 
all  over  beautiful  and  filming  in  illullrious  honour  with 
himfelf,  with  whom  they  (hall  appear  in  glory ,  (Col. 
iii.  4.)  as  being  not  only  Waflied  from  their  fine  in  his 
own  blood,  and  arrayed  with  his  infinitely  amiable  and 
perfect  rigbteoufncfr ;  but  alfo  fanftified  throughout  by 
bis  Spirit,  fo  as  to  have  no  remainders  of  pollution  or 
deformity,  any  more  than  of  guilt }  no,  not  the  lead 
fpot  to  defile  their  garments,  nor  tbe  lead  wrinkle  to 
detract  from  their  beauty,  nor  any  fuch  thing  as  might 
abate  their  perfedtion,  or  tarnilh  their  luftre  ;  but  that, 
as  the  facrifices  offered  to  God  under  the  law,  and  wives 
efpoufed  to  their  hufbande,-  were  to  be  .without  blcmilh, 
fo  they  might  be  prefemed  as  peifed,  in  bolinefs,  as  in 

happinefs, 

T  E. 

Said.  Ltnr.)  And  periods  might  he  [upt  t- 
icd  with  the  water  of  a  a*  U  eamnumjy 

done  with  the  water  of  4  hjbnt  which  is  one 
Con  at  favtry  by  fmri*£  or  fytinkUt rjf,  with** 
out  hurti^thdr  whole  bodies  itnm^rccd  in  iu 
But  other*  think,  that  the  alltrfon  U  to  Jew- 
(A  walbiojs;  and  othen,  that  it  is  to  &tt  pilot 
waiting*  of  k  If  ride,  when  flic  wajtobc  pre* 
fenud  to  her  husband* 


N  O 

4  lkrc,  as  fome  apprehend*  Is  an  sUufloo 
to  the  ttatid  of  by  lmtt!rrftnny  as  at 

other  iim?i  there  are  allofloas  to  the  mode  of 
fpriMn$  or  pouring  •water,  (See  the  note 
au  Rom.  vi,  4.)  And  yet  I  Lhhik  it  can¬ 
not  he  inferred,  that  theapoftle  here  iu tend¬ 
ed  to  refer  to  baptifm  Ivy  immerjk*  j  hccauk 
the  word  (aurfor)  fj unifies,  our  iranflaton 
have  rendered  wajbing  in  general,  what* 

be  the  way  and  ountKr  of  it ;  (Vid* 


Ch. 


So .  ought 

men  la  bve  iLcic 
wives,  as  their 
o*d  bodies :  he 
that  kivtth  hb 
wife  Icvrth  him* 
JUT. 


F(»r  no  man 
ev«  y<=t  hated  hb 
own  frlh ;  but 
jTuurifheth  aftd 
cbcriOieth  i<,  t* 
ven  as  the  loot'd 

the  church: 


30  For  we  are 
member*  of  hit 
bnrfy,  of  hb  fkfb, 
and  of  hb  bonff- 


31  For  tins 
ctufe  ftmll  a  man 
leave  hb  father 
?t)d  miiihcr,  and 
(hall  he  joined 
unto  hbwifc,und 
they  two  (hail  be 
one  Ac(h, 
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happinefc,  and  without  the  Jcafl  defeft,  unblameaiie  end 
unreprqveabk  in  his  fight  %  (Col*  i-  22,) 

28  So,  to  apply  this  to  the  argument  in  hand,  all 
hu (bands,  that  pretend  to  any  hope  of  intcreft  in  this 
peculiar*  fuperlative  and  abiding  love  of  Chrift,  ought 
to  be  influenced  by  a  cots  G  derat  ion  of  it  to  imitate  him, 
as  far  as  poflibltr,  in  the  finceriry,  confbuicy,  and  ar¬ 
dour  of  their  affection  to  their  wives \  even  with  fuch  a 
fort  of  kind  and  tender  love,  as  they  would  always  main¬ 
tain  and  cultivate  for  the  welfare,  cafe,  and  comfort  ct 
their  own  natural  bodies  %  their  wives  being  relatively 

one  fle!h  with  them,  and  as  it  were  the  reftared  part  of 

*  •# 

themfelvcs,  (wr.  3 I*)  fince  the  woman  was  at  firft  ra- 
ken  out  of  the  man  :  So  that  he  who  exercifes  love  in 
its  moil  render  and  engaging  forms  towards  his  wife* 
does  ir  all,  in  e(fe£t,  towards  himfelf,  bnd  he  will  find 
the  advantage  of  it-  It  is  in  reality  feLMove  ;  and  furrly 
nothing  can  be  a  ftrongcr  inducement  to  it  than  this. 

29  For  no  man,  in  his  fenfes,  ever  has  been  foinhtH 
man,  or  fo  very  destitute  of  a  principle  of  feiWove,  as 
to  negleft  and  abufe  his  own  body,  out  of  enmity  to  it, 
and  to  its  health,  comfort,  and  cafe,  as  it  is  his  own 
fiefh  ;  but  it  is  natural  to  him  ro  feed  and  cloath  it,  for 
its  fufttnance,  refnefhment,  and  warmth,  and  to  (upply 
it  With  fuch  things  as  are  needful  and  convenient  for 
it:  And  every  hufband  ought  to  do  the  like  by  his  wife, 
who  is  one  flefh  with  him  ;  even  as  the  Lotd  Jclus,  iit 
his  infinite  love,  has  taken  the  bell,  the  mod  affection¬ 
ate,  and  effeftual  care  of  his  church,  which  he  has  ef* 
poufed  unto,  ^tid  made  one  with  him  rdf- 

30  For  wc*  who  believe  in  him,  arc  members  of  that 
myftical  body,  of  which  he  is  the  head  ;.and  in  a  fpi- 
ritual  fenfe  are  as  clofely  united  with  him,  and  as  dear 
to  him,  and  receive  alt  grace  and  glory  from  him,  by 
virpnc  derived  from  his  body  which  was  broken  for  us* 
as  if,  by  our  near  alliance  to  him  in  human  nature,  we 
had  been  bone  of  bis  lomt  <ind  fiejb  f  hu  fejbt  as  the 
wife  was  originally  of  her  hufband,  according  to  what 
our  firft  father  Aaam  fa  id  of  F.vey  who  was  made  ot 
one  of  his  ribs,  (6 Vn.  ii.  22,  13.) 

31  And  to  ihew  how  ciofe  the  union  is  between  the 
hufbaod  and  his  wife,  and  what  mutual  Cendemefa  there 
ought  to  be  between  them,  it  is  immediately  added, 
as  an  eftablifhment  of  the  mamage^law  iu  all  future 
generations,  {Gen*  ii*  2 4.)  Cccriife  of  this  original  onc- 
iiefs  of  hufband  and  wife,  whenever  any  man  hereaf¬ 
ter  (hall  enter  into  the  matrimonial  flate,  he  ifcnli  be  fo 
weaned  from  his  father  and  mother,  as  to  place  his 

warmer 


44» 
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b 


j  1  Thli  is  a 

gttatn:yOery:but 

1  Iptak  concern* 

}n%  Christ  aud 

tbecburehi 

■ 


51  Kercrthc- 
lci4,  ’  let  tTc ry 
mtt c  of  you  in  par¬ 
ticular  io  Jove  his 
trife  even  ai him- 
£HfjT  ud  l he  wife 
fie  that  file  refe¬ 
rence  Ucr  ho£ 
huti- 


warmer  affections  upon  his  wife,  though  without  aba- 
ting  the  love  which  he  owes,  and  is  ever  to  continue  pay¬ 
ing  to  them  i  and  (ha]l  be  ready  to  leave  his  parent's 
family  (if  it  be  needful)  to  dwdl  with  her/  and  cleave 
to  her :  And  rhefe  two,  the  man  and  wife,  (hall  be  ac¬ 
counted  of,  and  (hall  treat  one  another  with  as  much 
affection,  as  if  they  were  in  a  literal  fenfe  but  one  body* 
3a  What  1  have  been  faying  about  the  marriage  of 
Adam  and  Evey  and  cbe  union  of  man  and  wife,  con¬ 
tains  a  myftical  fenfc,  as  it  is  emblematical,  and  carries 
a  lively  refemblance  of  a  ftill  more  excellent  and  Hap¬ 
py  marriage,  and  of  a  more  intimate  union,  wbich  fur- 
pafles  our  compretienGon  :  I  mean  that  firiCt  union, 
which  is  wonderfully  made  between  Cbrift  and  his 
church,  as  he  is  their  hulband,  and  they  are  his  fpoufe, 
and  as  he  and  they  are  clofcJy  united  together,  like  one 
bod  y,  of  which  they  are  members,  and  he  is  the  head, 
that  animates  and  influences,  rules,  and  governs,  and 
takes  the  utmoftcare  of  them :  And  a»Eve  was  brought 
forth  out  of  Adam’s  fide  while  be  was  afleep  ;  fo  the 
church  is  produced  in  a  fpi ritual  manner,  by  virtue  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  the  fide  of  a  crucified  Saviour,  when  be 
was  pierced,  and  Aept  the  lleep  of  death,  that  they 
might  live  with  him  for  ever, 

33  Nevertheless,  thefe  words  of  Adam  concerning 
Eve ,  and  concerning  the  marriage-date,  have  alfo  a  li¬ 
teral  fenfe  fuitable  to  the  defign  of  the  argument!  have 
been  upon,  relating  to  she  refpective  duties  of  bufbands 
and  wives :  Therefore  I  conclude  with  observing  that, 
according  to  the  original  law  of  matrimony,  and  the 
illuftration  which  has  now  been  further  given  of  duties 
pertaining  to  it,  from  a  eonfideration  of  the  union  that 
fubfifts  between  Cbrift  and  the  church,  it  is  the  boon- 
den  duty  of  every  hufband  among  yon  in  particular, 
and  without  exception,  to  love  his  wife  with  the  lame 
fmcere,  kind,  and  lingular  alfe&ion  with  which  he 
loves  himfelf,  file  being  his  feeond  felf,  (v/r.  28,  31.) 
And  it  is  no  lefs  the  duty  of  every  wife  among  you,  to 
pay  ail  becoming  refped  and  honour  to  her  bulband, 
not  with  a  flavifh  fear,  but  with  a  conjugal  love  and 
reverence,  and  cautious  fear  of  offending  him. 


REC  OLLECTtONS. 

With  what  chearfulnefi  ffiould  the  dear  children  of  God  imitate  their  heaven'y 
Fathcr  i  And  what  an  afleftiog  and  engaging  motive  to  brotherly  love  is  the  dy¬ 
ing  love  of  Cbrift,  who  offered  up  himfelf  as  an  atoning  and  acceptable  fieri  fire 
for  us  1  But  bow  unworthy  the  Chrrftian's  character,  privileges,  and  obligations 
is  it  to  give  way  to  any  fiu,  efpccialiy  fuch  fljameful  ones  as  heathens  and  uncon¬ 
verted  firmer s  are  infamous  for  1  Neither  oovetoufnefs,  which  is  conftnidive  id.*. 

ferry 
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Utry ;  nor  any  fort  of  uachaftity  or  impurity  ;  nor  any  works  of  dwkncfs*  ifcoujd 
ever  be  founds  or  coiimeoinced,  by  thole  that  profefe  themfdves  to  be  tiiinU  ; 
For  whatever  vain  deceivers  may  fuggtft  to  the  contrary,  fuch  things  are  abomi¬ 
nable  and  injurious,  and  exclude  the  pradiftra  of  them  from  the  WdTusga  of  God 
and  the  Saviour's  kingdom  of  grace  and  glory,  and  bring  divine  wrath  upon  their 
heads*  What  a  vifible  change  in  converfetion  is  to  be  cxpeifred  from  thofe  that 
are  awakened  into  life  and  light  by  the  powerful  voice  of  Chrift !  They  fiionld 
walk  as  children  of  the  light*  under  the  in  fine  nee  of  the  Spirit,  unto  all  goodnefs, 
righteoufnefs,  and  truth;  thdr  words  and  actions  fliould  carry  fuch  reproof  to 
workers  of  iniquity*  a&fhews  tbat  they  have  no  fcIJowfhip  with  them  in  their 
evil  deeds;  but  that  they*  upon  trial,  approve  of  thofe  things  that  are  acceptable 
to  their  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  to  God  through  him*  How  watchful  and  careful 
ought  they  to  be  in  their  walk  !  They  (bould  be  very  drcumfpc&  to  fliun  temp* 
Utiun,  (In,  and  danger,  and  to  redeem  time  for  the  beft  purposes,  efptciatiy  ia 
evil  days ;  and  fhould  behave  wifely  is  an  upright  way,  and  not  like  ignorant  and 
fuolilh  people,  who  neither  oonfidrr  what  they  are  doting,  nor  whi‘hcr  they  are 
going*  How  pure  and  fublime  are  the  joys  that  arife  from  being  filled  with  the 
gifts  and  graces  of  the  Spirit !  There  is  no  danger  of  exceft  in  thefe,  as  there  is 
in  being  drunk  with  wine;  they  dtfpofe  os  for  tinging  the  praifes  of  God  with 
harmonious  vmces,  and  the  fweeleft  melody  in  our  hearts *  and  make  us  thank* 
fid  to  him,  through  Chrift  Jcftis,  in  every  circumftatice  of  things.  Bat  how  con¬ 
cerned  ihould  we  be  to  till  up  all  relations  of  life  with  the  duties  of-  them,  front 
a  principle  of  holy  reverence  and  fear  of  Cod  l  Husbands  acid  wives  fhoiild  not 
make  a  jeft  of,  but  conrcientioufly  attend  to  the  refpetfive  dudes  that  rciuit  from 
their  union  with  each,  other  as  one  fltfln  And  O  how  happy  would  the  marriage- 
itate  be*  if  both  relatives,  in  their  places,  would  ftudy  to  pleafe  one  another  ! 
Conjugal  iove-  would  keep  all  right  between  them,  and  fecu're  the  duties  on  both 
tides*  How  intimate  and  endearing  is  the  relation  and  afieelion  of  Chrift  to  his 
church  !  He  is  full  of  tender  love  and  care  toward  them,  and  freely  gave  htmfdf 
fur  them,  that  he  might  take  away  the  guiit,  power,  and  defilement  of  their  tins 
by  his  blood  and  fpirit,  and  by  means  of  his  word  ;  and  at  length,  pre- 

fentthem  all  to  himfelf,  arrayed  in  glory,  like  a  fpotife  tit  for  fuch  an  ilhitiriou* 
huiband  to  delight  in,  as  having  no  fpot  or  blemilh  of  any  kind  upon  them.  How 
conft raining  ought  his  love  to  them  be,  to  engage  their  mofl  dutiful  fnbmiflion  to 
him!  And  what  a  fweet  influence  Ihould  thdfc  conliderat  ions  hare  upon  every 
religious  hnfb and  to  love  his  wife  as  himfelf,  and  upon  every  religious  wife  to  re¬ 
verence  her  fcmiband  [ 


CHAP.  VI. 

The  apoftle  proceeds  to  the  relative  duties  of  children  and  parent s%  i,— 
4.  Of  fervants  and  mafiers ,  5, — 9.  Directs  all  forts  of  Chrift  ians 
to  put  on  their  fpiritu&l  armour  in  the  exercife  of  their  graces^  and 
i n  the  vfo  cf  thofe  means  which  are  neccffary  to  defend  and  foe  a  re 
them  agavjft  the  enemies  of  their  fouls  in  this  ft  ate  ef  warfare^  io% 
—  14*  Dejires  their  prayers  for  himfeff\  19,  20.  dnd  concludes 
bis  epiftle  with  an  account  of  the  reafims  of  his  fending  Tycbicos  t* 
than3  and  with  his  apqflolic  benedi£lion%  2lt — 24. 


Text. 

Qllildren,  obey 
your  parents 
the  Li>r4  t  for 
this  h  right. 


.Paraphrase. 

rT'  O  proceed  to  forae  other  relative  duties  that  are 
meumbenr  upon  ChriAians :  Let  thofe  of  you  that 
are  font  or  daughters,  wbatfoerer  your  age  or  circum- 
ftances  be  in  the  world,  remember  your  obligations,  and 
be  careful  to  pay  all  filial  duty,  to  your  fathers  and  mo¬ 
thers 
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Cb. 


VI 


civilized  nations  j  and 
conlideriug  bow 
and  been  beholden  to 
and  that}  under  God, 
Still  further  to  il- 


i  Honour  .tHy 

father  u>d  mo* 

thcr,  ( which  is 
the  firft  com- 
imndfliait  with 

prnmijc,) 


(here,  (wr*  2.)  whether  they  be  believers  or  not, 'or 
whether  they  be  circu incited  or  tmcircumcifed  ChrUH- 
ans,  (fee  the  note  on  chap,  7+  21,)  Hearken  to  their 
counfds  and  commands;  and  yield  a  fubmiflive,  cheat¬ 
ful,  and  ready  obedience  to  them  In  all  lawful  things, 
for  the  fake  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  who  has  made  it  your 
duty  to  attend  to  their  mftructions,  [Prov*  i.  8-}  for 
his  glory,and  taitabJe  to  your  relation  to  him:  For  this 
obedience  to  parents  is  a  juft  debt,  according 

to  the  law  of  nature  and  of  all 
is  highly  fit  and  equitable  in 
much  ye  have  depended  upon, 
their  care,  kindnefs,  and  coll.; 
ye  owe  your  very  beings  to  them* 

Infinite  and  enforce  this  duty ; 

'  2  Remember  that  it  is  enjoined  upon  you  in  the  fifth 
commandment  of  the  moral  law,  (Ex*  xx*  12*)  which 
is  particularly  confirmed  and  enforced  by  our  Lord, 
(Mat*  xv.  4,  &c.)  and  ts  of  perpetual  obligation,  as 
requiring  that  every  one  of  you,  who  Hands  in  the  re¬ 
lation  of  a  lbn  or  daughter,  fhould  confider  both  your 
parents  as  naturally  your  taper  iors ;  fhould  always 
think  and  fpeak  honourably  of  them ;  fhould  pay  all 
tabmiffive  reverence  and  refpett  tothem  ;  and  (if  need 
be)  flioutd  do  what  you  can,  by  way  of  dutiful  affection 
and  requital,  to  afford  an  honourable  maintenance  and 
relief,  not  to  your  father  only,  but  to  your  mother  alfo, 
even  in  her  ftate  of  widowhood,  (1  Tim.  v.  4.)  that 
fhe  may  not  be  treated  with  contempt,  (Prov*  mi.  22,) 

This  is  a  matter  of  fo  great  importance,  that  the  com* 
mandmenr,  relating  to  it,  is  tat  at  the  head  of  the  fc- 
cond  rable  of  the  law;-being  the  very  firftof  all  itspre* 
cepts,  relating  to  that  fort  of  duties  :  And,  to  give  the 
greater  encouragement  to  a  diligent  obfrrvation  of  it,  it 
is  the  only  precept  about  fecond-table-  duties,  that  is 
backed  with  the  gracious  promife  of  a  bk fling;  and  is 
indeed  the  only  one,  in  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  moral 
law,  that  has  any  particular  promife  annexed  peculiar 
to  itfelf;  that  in  the  fccond  commandment  being  of  a 
more  general  nature,  and  relating  to  them  that  love 
God,  and  keep,  not  only  this9  but  all  his  command¬ 
ments,  (Ex,  xx*  6*) 

3  The  blefling  particularly  promifed,  and  remarka* 
bly  fuited  to  imprefs  young  minds,  and  to  engage  your 
obediential  reverence  of  your  father  and  mother  is,  that 

br 

NOTE 

$  The  r ttt&er  f«ms  here,  and  iri  fcveral  other  place?,  to  be  particularly  mentioned  ; 
faomfc  children  arc  more  apt  to  flight  acd  {IL'reJp^ft  their  Mothers  than  tbdr  fathers 


l  That  It  may 
be  vdl  wkh  thee, 
and  t^ou  may  eft 
live  long  on  the 
drill. 


Cha  Tb 
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4  And  ye  fa- 

ther* ,  provoke 

Dot  yoor  children 

to  ;  but 

bring  them  up  in 

the  nurture  and 

admonition  of  the 
■ 

Lord* 


by  the  favour  of  God,  which  ordinarily  adds  the  blcf- 
fmgs  of  providence  to.  dutiful  children,  you  may  be 
happy  and  profpetous  in  your  temporal  affairs,  through 
all  the  circum (lances  of  this  life;  And  that  your  days 
-may  be  lengthened  out,  with  comfort  upon  earth,  to  a 
good  old  age  *. 

4  And  as  to  the  duties  of  Chrifi ian<pa rents,  let  thofc 
of  you  that  are  fathers  f,  in  which  mothers  are  alfo  in¬ 
cluded,  {ver.  2.)  look  upon  your  children  as  parts  of 
yourfelves ;  and  (r**  be  very  careful  that  ye 

do  not  by  humourfome  or  unreafonable  impofitions  and 
restraints,  or  by  rigorous  and  harfh  ufage,  in  words  or 
blows,  irritate  their  refentments,  and  exafperate  their 
pa  Cods,  left  they  he  difeouraged,  (Col,  iii.  2i.)  and  be 
prejudiced  againft  you,  and  again  ft  the  Chriftian  reli¬ 
gion  itfclf,  as  though  it  taught  you  ta  be  tnorofr,  ill- 
natured,  -and  fevere  to  them :  but  treat  them  with  all 
kiadnefs,  lenity,  and  tendernefs,  and  with  perfuafive 
arguments,  to  work  upon  their  judgments  and  con* 
fciences,  and  engage  their  affedion  and  duty  toward 
you,  and  to  make  them  in  love  with  the  good  ways  of 
the  Lord :  and  give  them  a  religious  education,  by  ma¬ 
king  them  familiarly  converfant  with  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures  betimes,  and  adding  catechetical  inflruftions  to 
aflift  their  underftandings  from  their  childhood  up,  (2 
Tim.  iii.  15.)  as  alfo  by  prudent  difcipline  and  mode¬ 
rate  correftions,  when  neceffary  and  feafonablc,  (Prov. 
xiii.  24.)  and  by  your  own  regular  example,  and  daily 
prayers  with  and  for  them.  In  this  manner,  as  a  ourle 
cheri flies  her  children,  nourijb  them  up  in  the  ’■ words  of 
faith  and  good  doElrin#t  (t  Tim.  iv.  <S.)  according  to  the 
commandment  of  the  Lord,  that,  by  his  grace,  they  may 
learn  to  fear  him  and  reverence  their  fuperiors,  and 
may  know  the  way.  to  eternal  life  through  Jefus  Chrift : 
watch  over  and  reftrain  the  firft  appearances  of  pride- 
and  paffton,  vanity  and  deceit,  aud  all  the  early  bud¬ 
dings  of  corrupt  nature  in  them  $  warn  them  againft 
youthful  fins  and  errors,  that  would  be  deftru&ive  to 
their  comfort,  reputation,  and  uftfulnefs  in  this  world, 

and 


N  O  T  p  S. 

*  Though  thU  promife  had  a  primary  re-  obey  mother ^  the  ravens  of  the  Talley  Pail 
fcrtnce  to  a  long-commucd  enjoyment  of  ail  pick  it  cw,  and  the  yvvttg  eagle  Pall  eat  it  :  He 
tfi*  plenty  of  the  land  of  Canaatt;  yet  it  Hm  lhaft  beexpoferi  to  the  judgments  of  Cod,  to 
1  further  reach,  and.  is  ordinarily  fulfilled  in  bring  him  to  an  umicnety  itid  lbameful  end. 
providential  favour*  to  religiouily  dutiful  (Prov,  jlsx.  it*  Sec  alfo  Mat:h*  4-) 
children,  under  the gofpd-difpenfition  1  Far  |  Fatten  ferns  to  be  here  fpedfitd,  be- 
gutiiaefs  h  profitable  unto  alt  t&ittgh  having  caufc  they  are  commonly  more  Item  audio* 
the  firvrmfe  if  the  life  that  saw  il,  aud  cf  then  vere*  (had  mother  st  though  thefe  arc  alio  in- 
which  i|  ta  cemtiy  (t  Tim*  iv,  8,)  But  the  eluded* 

*-  e  that  TTwtelb  at  his  father ,  and  defpifeth  iff 


7J*  Epiftle  to  the  Ef  HESiANS  paraphrased.  Cb.  vi. 


j  Servant*,  be 
uj  them 

it*  jour  mt* 
firis  accnidioj  to 
(hs  ifcJh,  with 
rtir  and  tremb¬ 
ling  la  r^tcoefr 

of  your  heart,  at 
nolo  Chrift ; 


4  Hot  with  eye- 
^vice,  a»  men- 
plcafcrt,  bat  u 
tl>c  Servants  of 
Chrift*  doing  the 
wiil  of  God  from 

the  horl  i 


T  With  good 
will  doing  fcrvior, 
at  to  the;  Lard, 
mod  not  to  fiKu  ; 


and  to  their  eternal  happinefs  in  the  next;  exert  your 
parental  authority,  like  faithful  Jbrahamt  (Geo.  xviii. 

jo.)  and  to  regulate  their  outward  behaviour ;  and  in¬ 
ure  them  to  public,  family,  and  fecret  worlhip;  do  all 
that  in  you  lyes,  in  a  humble  dependence  upon  the 

Lord  for  his  bltlGng,  to  cultivate  their  minds,  morals, 
and  religion,  and  to  train  them  up  in  the  way  theyjbvuid 
gv,  in  hope  that  when  they  are  oldt  they  will  not  depart 
from  ity  (Prov.  rexii.  0.) 

5  To  add  one  clafs  more  of  relative  duties,  let  thole 
of  you,  that  are  in  the  quality  of  fervants,  make  con¬ 
ference  of  obeying  all  lawful  commands  of  your  earthly 
mailers,  inclufive  of  mill  redes,  who  in  things  pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  body  and  this  prefent  world,  which  will  fwn 
come  to  an  end,  are  fet  over  you  by  the  providence  of 
God,  and  have  a  eight  to  the  fer vices  .of  your  ftations, 
whether  they  be  believers  or  nor,  ( i  'Ton.  vi.  i,  a.  and 
Tit.  ii.  9,  to.)  be  willingly  and  faithfully  fubjed  to 
them,  with  a  reverential  and  cautious  fear  of  offending 
them  ;  and  with  a  dread  of  provoking  their  wrath,  and 
much  more  the  wrath  of  God  againft  you,  on  account 
of  your  betraying  your  trulls,  embezzling  their  goods, 
or  difobeying  their  juft  orders :  and  fee  that  ye  do  all 
this  with  a  liacere,  ingenuous,  and  honed  heart,  with¬ 
out  deceit  or  guile,  as  thofe  that  therein  defire  and  in¬ 
tend  to  ferve  rhe  Lord  Chrift,  who  has  commanded  ci¬ 
vil,  as  well  as  religious  duties,  and  whofe  name  and 
do&rine  are  honoured  by  your  performing  them  in  o- 
hedience  to  him,  and  according  to  his  will. 

6  Let  all  your  fer  vices  to  them  be  ful  lifted,  with  dili¬ 
gence  and  con  (fancy,  not  merely  while  their  eyes,  or 
the  eye9  of  other  people,  are  upon  yon  to  obferve 
how  ye  behave,  as  though  ye  only  aimed  at  gaining 

their  good  opinion,  and  at  approving  youifdves  to  men, 
for  fecular  advantages :  but  let  it  be  done  with  a  fpecial 
reference  to  the  Lord  Chrift,  as  thofe  that  are  fetiGblc 
of  your  being  always  under  his  eye,  aod  that  ye  mull 
give  an  account  to  him ;  and  as  thofe  that  are  ambiti¬ 
ous  of  pleafing,  honouring,  and  obeying  him,  by  dif- 
charging  your  duty  to  your  mailers,  with  all  good  fide¬ 
lity,  from  a  fin  cere-principle  of.  religion  toward  God, 
as  it  is  agreeable  to  his  will,  who  requires  it  of  you. 

7  In  this  manner,  apply  to  all  the  bufinels  of  your 
ftations  freely,  affectionately,  and  induftrroully,  with 
all  rcadineis  of  mind,  as  perfons  that  love  your  mailers, 
and  have  their  intereft  at  heart  ;  and  that  take  pleafure 
in  doing  them  all  the  fetvice  to  which  God  and  they 

call  you ;  and  ennage  In  it  from  a  fenfe  of  duty  to 

Chrilt, 


Cb.TU 
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•  Knowing  that 
'whatfoever  gwl 
thing  any  man 

doth,  the  fame 

jhdl  he  receive  of 
the  Lord,  «hct  h  cr 
be  be*  bra 4  or 
free. 


9  And  ye,  ma- 
fieri,  do  the  fjunc 
things  11  nio  them, 
for  baring  threat* 
ruing;  knowing 
that  ymtr  M after 

dfo  Is  in  heaven ; 
neither  it  there 
rdpeft  of  periods 
w  ith  him* 


Chrift*  your  fupremc  Lord  and  Matter,  that  ye  may 
ferve,  pieafe*  and  glorify  him,  who  is  always  obferving 
your  iumoft  thoughts*  as  well  as  outward  actions ;  and 
not  merely  to  acquit  yourfelves  well  in  the  fight*  and 
to  gain  the  efteem  of  mem 

8  Let  Terrains  be  encouraged  to  be  careful  and  faith* 
ful  in  performing  all  the  duties  of  their  places*  as  be¬ 
ing  weU  affured,  from  the  word  of  God,  that  whaiib- 
ever  good  fenrice  any  one  does  in  the  manner  but  now 
mentioned;  though  his  matter,  after  the  flcfli*  fkould 
reward  him  evil  for  good;  yet*  the  Lord  Jefus*  the 
great  Judge  of  all*  will  gracioufly*  and  in  faithfulneis 
to  his  promifc,  make  him  a  rich  amends*  according  to 
his  work*  in  the  great  day  of  account*  whether  he  be  a 
bomMlave,  or  a  freer  fort  of  fervant ;  which  likewife  is 
equally  true,  as  to  every  other  faith  ful' per  ton,  whether 
he  be*  in  any  civil  refptft*  a  bondman,  or  a  freeman** 

9  And  as-  the  foremendoned  duties  are  owing  front 
Chriftian  fervant*  to  their  mailers ;  fo  there  are  duties 
no  lets  incumbent  upon  believing  maftcri  toward  their 
fervants*  whether  they  be  Chriftian*  or  not*  and  whe¬ 
ther  they  be  their  Daves  or  their  hired  fervant*;  let 
thofe  of  you  therefore*  who  are  mailers*  take  care  that 
ye  perform  the  duties  of  your  places  and  relations*  with 
the  like  principles  and  views*  in  Gnglenefe  of  heart  as 
to  Cbrift*  and  according  to  the  will  of  God  ;  and  that 
ye  behave  toward  them  with  gemlenda  and  humanity* 
ami  not  in  a  domineering  way*  with  Item  and  fevero 
menaces,  Uifolence*  and  cruelty**  as  if  ye  were  a  higher 
jpecies  of  creatures,  and  they  were  to  be  ruled  with  ri¬ 
gour*  and  only  by  fear  arid  terror*  and  were  to  bo 
treated  more  like  brutes  than  men ;  but  always  remem¬ 
ber  th'jt  ye  yourfelves  have  aifo  a  fuperior  Lord  and  Ma¬ 
tter  over  you,  even  Chrift*  whofe  throne  is  in  the  hea¬ 
vens*  and  whole  kingdom  rules  over  all*  who  confront- 
ly  takes  notice  of  every  part  of  your  condu£t  toward 
your  fervants,  as  we]!  as  of  theirs  toward  you ;  and 
will  call  you  to  as*ftnct  an  account  for  it*  as  he  will 
them  for  thciis ;  for  as  perform  of  all  ranks  are  alike 
litile  before  him,  and  he  is  not  moved  in  his  regards  to 
them*  by  any  fecular  differences  of  fuperior  or  inferior 

fbtions 


■  NOTE. 

■#  A*  the  apoftle  ;$  hitherto  fp«kui$:  only  for  continuing  a  longer  or  ftiorar  lime,  upon 
of  the  duty  p/jffrwn/j,  and  ilo«  not  ':mcr  u-  proper  warning  in  their  matters  for  vice,  nr 
pan  that  of  wtf/Fm,  HU  ifce  next  verie,  A-arf  m*  ‘  and  fo  the  exhortation  fults  the  cafe  <*f 
or  &cms  to  rcljtc  to  honA-flar*€i7  that  all  fort*  of  fcrvatas  in  all  age*.  But  if  we 
were  by  ijirth *  or  capture  in  war,  ok  tay  tintfuJer  this  paUage  as  a  traafitkm  from  the 

pure  tank ;  and  to  h f*vrf  ftr<yanu.  that  were  duly  of  ferranis  to  the  duty  of  matters*  then 

fire,  a?  they  >tere  at  tata.-ny,  hftd  (ss  all  the  expofitors  I  have  met  with 
til!  iiiry  had  let  tJit'EmVKes  nut  tay  their  oivn  i-jk-j  il)  refers  taftnwjtiit  and  free  to  metffcrtt 
anJfritj  and  a&chcjr  mj|»tai  ulc  their  freedom  cr  4l  La!i  iv  penous  that  were  not  feivaota. 
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to  Fi my 

hrdhrcn  ,  b« 
'fbroog  hi  the 
J.nrd,  and  in  the 
power  o I 
might* 


ft  l*nt  on  the 
whole  armour  of 
Godt  that  yr  may 
he  able  to  tUod 
agtiflft  the  wiles 
of  tk  devil 


tat  For  we 
w  re  (He  not  again  fl 
fkfli  and  hlnod, 
bat  agaitift  prin¬ 
cipalities  and 
powers ,  4gain(t 
the  rulers  of  the 
dirk-neff 


flatiions  and  ctrcum fiances  in  this  world  ;  fb  he  will 
impartially  judge  majiert ,  as  well  as /ervantr9  in  the 
gnent  day,  and  deal  with  them  according  to  their  re- 
fpeciive  behaviour  upon  earth* 

I  o  Now,  to  conclude  with  exhortations  that  equally 
comjcm  you  all,  my  dear  Chrifti an  brethren,  whatfo* 
ever  be  your  external  conditions  and  relations  in  this 
life  }  as  ever  ye  would  be  enabled  to  fulfil  the  duties 
of  y  our  feveral  places,  and  to  refill  and  overcome  all 
the  powers  of  fin,  Satan,  and  the  world,  which  will 
turn  you  afide  from  them,  and  oppofe  you  in  your  pro- 
gref  i  heaven-ward  j  fet  out,  and  go  on  every  ftep  of 
your  way,  like  valiant  foldiers  under  the  Captain  of 
falvaiion,  not  in  your  own  (trength,  which  is  no  better 
than  weaknefe  %  but  in  the  ftrength  of  Chrift,  through 
whom  ye  may  dotftll  things,  (PhiU  iv*  13.)  Be  firing 
in  tb*  grace  that  is  in  Chrifi  Jefus ,  (a  Tim.  ii,  l,}  and 
iu  his  almighty  aids  and  influences,  by  daily  deriva¬ 
tions:  from  him  to  make  you  equal  to  every  duty  and 
fervi  re,  fuffering  and  conflict,  to  which  at  any  time  ye 
are  called* 

I I  Ami  that,  fetnng  out  in  this  Arength,  ye  may  be 

throughly  equipped  and  furniflied  for  all  encounters  a- 
gain  ft  your  fpiritual  enemies,  of  which  Satan  is  their 
head  and  chief 3  let  it  be  your  earndt  endeavour,  like 

foldiers  fenfibieof  the  power  of  their  enemies,  and  of 
their  own  weaknefs  and  dangers,  to  live  in  the  daily 
and  hourly  exercife  of  all  thole  graces,  and  in  the  uic 
of  all  Ihole  means,  which  God  has  appointed  and  pro¬ 
vided,  gives  and  makes  effectual,  for  defence  and  fafe- 
ty,  like  the  mo  ft  excellent  armour  of  proof,  which  ye 
are  £0  put  on  to  guard  and  cover  you  from  head  to 
foot,  *  that  by  means  thereof,  in  fighting  the  Lonrs 
battles,  ye  may  be  enabled  to  Hand  and  maintain  your 
ground  a  gain  ft,  and  defeat  the  numerous,  enfnanng, 
circumventing,  fallacious,  and  cunning  methods  (*“-*- 
iu* f)  of  affaulr,  from  the  devil  and  all  his  inftrumems. 
And  ye  have  the  gfeateft  need  of  all  this  help* 

12  Foe  in  this  holy  warfare  all  of  us,  who  have  filled 
under  Chrift’s  banner,  whether  we  be  minifleis  or  pri¬ 
vate  Chriftians,  are  called,  like  perfons  tingled  out  for 
that  purpofe,  to  clofc  and  Iharp  combat  and  contention 
againft,  not  only  the  carnal  reafonings  and  interefts  of 

ammat- 


N  o  T  E. 

*  At  in  the  ildcription  of  the  fpirttuat  here  fpat 3  of  believers  putting 
armour,  yet*  i*> — 1;.  there  h  in  a  Liu  Li oo  ii|d  in  13-*  of  ruta*  to them 
In  it  girdU9  brtrtft-Plcttc$  jSnJfj,  and  3  the  -tvWe  ar/nwrof  Gm;  mtl  fo  includes  a 

that  sire  put  upen  the  bndyt  and  to  a  fwrd  and  proper  qfe  of  every  put  of  it* 

Jbicfd,  that  arc  held  In  the  hxai^  the  apoftle 


Ch.  vi. 
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darknefi  of  tbi* 
world  r  again  ft 

fprrirual  wicked- 
neTf  in  h?gh  fla- 
Mf. 


1 1  Wherefore* 

lake  untoyouthe 
whole  armour  of 
God,  tbmtycmay 
be  able  to  with- 
ftand  in  the  evil 

tioy,  and  havmjj 

done  all  io  Hand. 


animal-nature,  confiding  of  flefh  and  bloody  and  a- 
spin  ft  meted  men,  and  the  ungodly  rulers  and  magi* 
urates  of  this  world,  (fee  the  note  on  chap ,  i.  2I-)  who 
dwell  in  mortal  flcfli,  and  are  attended  with  human 
paflionfi,  like  ottrfelves;  but  we  have  Hill  more  potent 
and  formidable,  as  well  as  iovifible  adverfaries  to  deal 
with,  that  have  the  neareft  acceft  to  cbe  inmoft  powers 
of  our  fouls  before  wc  arc  aware;  we  are  called  10 
guard,  and  engage  againft  all  ranks  and  orders  of  ma¬ 
licious,  fagacious,  deceitful,  powerful  and  diabolical 
fpirics,  even  agamft  the  mighty  princes  and  governors, 
that  have  a  fuperior  dominion  over  the  fallen  angels 
and  fallen  men,  and  have  all  the  legions  of  hell  at  their 
beck  to  practiCe  upon  human  nature,  and  execute  their 
horrid  -  and  mifehievous  defigrrs ;  wc  are  called  to  enter 
the  lifts  a  gain  ft  tbefe.  malignant  fpirits,  that,  like  a 
Hrong  man  armed,  {Luke  xi.  'll*)  have,  by  divine  per* 
million,  ereded  a  kingdom  of  darknefs,  taken  poflef- 
fbn  of,  and  ufurped  an  empire  over  the'  minds  and 
hearts  of  the  blinded  tinners  of  this  world,  whofe 
thoughts  and  ways  are  works  of  darknefs,  {chap.  ii.  2*) 
and  wc  are  called  to  fight  again  ft  thofe  fpiritual  one- 

who  are  them  felt  es  mod  vilely  and  implacably 


rmes 


wicked  ;  who  hover  about  ifi  the  air  very  near  us,  and 
all  arouml  us,  and  make  it  their  bufinels  to  prapagatC 
fpiritual  wickednefs,  fuch  as  unbelief,  pride,  idolatry, 
and  error,  relating  to  fpiritual  things  ;  and  malice* 
wrath,  and  envy,  which  refemble  their  own  wicked 
temper,  and  are  mo  ft  immediately  fcated  in  men's 
fouls;  and  who  contend  with  us  about  the  fpiritual 
things  of  heaven  and  glory,  to  prevent  our  obtaining 
the  eternal  inheritance. 

j 

1 3  tSince  therefore  ye  have  fo  many  fubtle  and  power* 
ful  enemies,  above  your  match,  to  contend  with,  fee 
that  ye  be  armed  Cup-a~pc£}  and  that  in  the  ftrength  of 
Chrift  ye  continually  handle  your  arms,  (fee  the  note 
on  ver.  11.)  and  make  a  proper  ufe  of  every  fpiritual 
weapon,  ofTenfive.  and  defenlive,  which  God  has  furni- 
fhsd  you  with,  that  ye  may  be  capable  of*  refitting  and 
overcoming  all  rhefe  formidable  adverfaries,  in  every 
djy  of  trial  and  danger  from  this  evil ^ world,  and  from 
the  evil  one,  and  indeed  in  all  the  days  of  your  lives, 
which  arc  feTu  and  eviU  {Gen*  xlvii*  y*}  as  alfo  in  the 
day  of  death,  which  of  all  others  is  the  word  to  thofo, 

who 


N  Q 

*  Spiritual  1 ehsfdnrji  ia  high  ptneas  {t* 
tfifVfitrft k*  t*'  srffmwfAC  tt  tfrf  iiTHajpieii) 

be  molt  flricHy  surf  srarcmnfHulIy  rtn- 
<UvLrd  Jfairi fas/s  tf  yeUktdueji  m 


t  n. 

u-Suchcr  in  heavenly  places  f  or  beavenfy  Hncgs ; 
vml  relate*  not  to  earthly  magiftrues.  Let  to 
t  L  c  / ilhu  angeh^  as  oppofed  tv  fiefr  and  hkod. 
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who  are  not  in  good  cafe  to  meet  it;  and  that  when 
ye  have  gone  through  all  the  fatigues  of  your  con* 
Aids?  acquitted  yourfdves  as  good  foldiers  of  ]o 
fus  Chrift,  and  ftnifbed  your  warfare,  ye  may  ftaml  as 
triwaphant  conquerors,  through  him  that  has  loved 
you;  and  may  Hand  before  him  with  boldnefs  at  his 
coming.  (See  the  note  on  Luke  xii.  3 6.) 

14  Sta»A  there*  14  In  order  Therefore  to  your  obtaining  a  glorious 

y’a°ry  t ifi&nifflin  the  Lord,  (1  TheA*.  iii.  8.)j  Hand 
with  inrtb,  and  to  your  arms,  and  in  your  proper  ftations,  indefatiga- 
haviiig  on  the  biy  and  inccfiantly,  with  all  waichfulnefs  and  diligence, 

ririuooibed^  °f  f 1  ^  9*)  an(l  keeP  your  ftanding*  with  fltaifafl- 

nefs  in  the  field  of  battle  :  And  that  ye  may  not  be  ex* 
pofed  to  your  enemies,  but  may  effectually  refill  and 
put  them  to  flight,  fee  that  no  part  of  your  fpiriaul 
armour  be  wanting  or  neglected*  If  ye  would  know 
what  are  Its  feveraj  parts,  which  ye  are  to  put  on,  and 
take  to  yourfdveflj  (ven  u,  13.)  and  how  to  life  them 
for  defeating  the  temptations  and  afliults  of  the  devil 
and  his  agents,  obferve  the  following  particulars:  As 
foldiera  ufe  to  gird  themfeivee  with  a  broad  belt  to  keep 
up  their  long  garments,  (fee  the  note  on  Ltti *  xii*  35*) 
and  buckle  them  and  the  feveral  parts  of  their  armour 
dofe  together,  as  alfc  to  fortify  their  loins,  that  they 
may  be  the  ftronger  and  fitter  for  agility,  labour  and 
fatigue  in  war;  fo  encompafs  yourfelves  as  it  Were  with 
finccrity  ant)  uprightnefs  of  heart,  and  with  truth  and 
hone  Ay  of  convention,  that  righimtfnefs  and  faith- 
fulnefs  may  be  the  girdle  of  your  loins  t  (lfa*  si*  5*}  to  kerp 
you  fteady,  refolute,  and  aflive  in  every  fpiritual  en¬ 
counter  *.  And  as  foldiers  have  their  breajl^pittfe  ro 
defend  the  heart,  and  other  vitals  of  the  body  again!! 

the 


KOI 

,  f  As  in  the  £?ztrjl  fo  in  the  parti¬ 
cular  defaipaon  of  tl*e  Chrittian**  armour, 
all  the  terms  are  of  a  mUtfary  tfrain,  in  allu* 
lion  to  fitch  pieces  of  armour*  and  foch  wca- 
poos*  as  foldiers  meic  wont  to  put:  on,  or 
nuke  oft  of  in  war  for  (heir  own  defence, 
and  for  annoytiw  their  CQemks :  But  (as  fame 

kivt  obferred)  netr  is  no  armour  tor  the  &at$t 
which  may  intimate  (hat  we  fhnuld  riever 
turn  our  backs  to  rcr  fpirnu.il  enemies,  by  a 
cowardly  flight,  that  would  enpofc  us  CO 
danger;  but  ihould  always  face  them  with 
holy  courage,  and  refill  them  ftedfaftly  in 
the  faith,  that  they  may  Ace  from  ns,  inltead 
of  oar  fledng  from  them :  And  though  the 
word  JtanJ  ii  the  fiau  here  and  in  the  dole 
*>f  tbe  lift  preceding  verie;  yet,  1  appre- 
bead,  *tls  to  be  omfukred  in  1  dJflcrciu  re- 
u  that  relates  to  the  Handing  of  a  ns* 
after  Lbe  bait  If  is  over,  and  this  £0 


E  S* 

and  mat  a  tain  mg  #uir  omuod  in  the 
field  of  during  tlk  cncounier. 

*  By  truth  in  the  former,  and  fighter fvtfs 
id  the  latter  part  of  this  wfe,  fome  under¬ 
hand  the  JoRrine  of  the  ypffeh  and  the  n*1  - 
tewfinefs  of  Cbrifi  \  But  iheftj  I  Lhink,  f.re 
rather  to  be  referred  to  other  pans  of  the  fpi- 
ritual  armour,  uhich  are  mentioned  in  the 
following  veriest  The  dstf rise  of  tbe^ofpf\ 

or  the  vtirj  of  truths  fall*  in  with,  cither  the. 

gift'd  of  peate>  or  tbf  Jvjord  of  the  Spini, 
■w&cbil  the  wrd  of  Goeft  ver*  15,  17*  in  i 
rlgfofiufntfsy  wh'cb  is  fo  important 
and  neceflfary  a  part  of  the  Chnftlan  armour, 
that  without  a  humble  dependence  upon  it  by 

faith*  the  warfare  An 'never  be  accepts -^y 
and  unfuect  ft  fully  managed  and  accomplices* 
may  more  properly  beiongm  the  Meld  of  fait** 
which  the  apoftk  fo  emphatically  freaks  of* 

tct*  iff*  as  fttfScicnt  to  quench  alt  the  f  ry 

davit 
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if  And  your 
fctl  fttod  wild  the 
preparation  of 
the  gofpel  of 


t<  Bw«  all* 
taking  tbc  fliidd 
of  frith,  where¬ 
with  ye  dull  be 
able  to  quench  all 
the  fiery  darts  Of 
the  wicicd; 


the  mortal  wounds,  which  their  enemies  generally  Aim 
at  making  in  thole  parts  $  fo  labour,  by  the  a Qi (lance  of 
the  Spirit,  to  live  in  the  daily  exercife  of  righleoufneft 
and  true  Mine  ft %  (chap,  iv.  24.)  which  proceed  from 
faithand  Jove,  (.1  The/,  v.  8.)  and  are  an  imitation  of 
oar  Lord  hirafelf,  who  put  on  righteottfnefs  at  a  breaft- 
piste.  (Ifa.  lix.  17.) 

1.5  Farthermore,  as  fbldiers  are  wont  to  wear greavet 
if  brafty  (1  Sam.  xvii.  6.)  or-  a  fort  of  ftrong  boots,  to 
guard  their  feet  and  legs  againft  briers  and  thorns,  traps 
and  rnggedways,  (harp  (pikes  and  (tones,  that  are  laid 
by  the  enemy  to  retard  their  marches :  fo  let  the  whole 
of  your  walk  and  warfare  be  difengaged  from  worldly 
thoughts,  affe&ions,  and  purfuits,  that  would  binder 
you  -in  your  Chriftian  courfe ;  and  be  full  of  holy  re* 
folutions,  by  divine  grace,  to  hold  on  your  way  thro* 
all  hardships  and  dangers,  that  ye  may  be  fortified  *> 
gain  ft.  tbe  many  fnares  and  temptations  that  lye  in  wait 
for  you  i  and  may  be  ready  and  prepared  for  every  en¬ 
counter,  by  a  proper  ufe  of  tbe  doQrinc  of  the  gofpcl, 
in  frequent  meditations  upon  it,  and  in  a  firm  belief, 
and  regular  pfofdfiqn,  and  improvement  of  it,  accor¬ 
ding  to  its  promifes,  encouragements,  and  provifions ; 
and  according  to  its  great  defign  of  promoting  all  man¬ 
ner  of  fpimual  prosperity,  which  is  included  in  tbe 
term  peace ;  as  particularly,  peace  with  God  and  in 
your  own  fouls,  and  with  fellow  -Chriftians ;  yea,  at 
far  at  in  you  ljts>  and  lawfully  maybe,  with  alt  men, 
(Rom.  xii.  18.)  that  none  may  hurt  or  difeompofe,  re¬ 
proach  or  embroil  you, 

1 6  But  efpecially,  as  foldiers  have  their  JbieUsy 
which  they  can  turn  every  way  for  the  defence  of  one 
or  another  part  of  tbe  body,  and  of  their  other  armour, 
that  may  be  moll  expofed  to  danger ;  and  for  warding 
off  the  (harp  and  poifonous  darts  and  arrows  of  the  e- 
nemy,  from  what  quarter  foever  they  are  thrown  +  ; 
lo,  as  the  fared  defence  of  your  fouls  from  all  the  fierce 
attacks  of  Satan,  whether  in  a  way  of  accufacion  for  fin, 
or  of  excitation  to  it  $  and  as  a  fort  of  nniverfal  cover¬ 
ing 

NOTES. 

toss  nations  died  in  war,  and  which  inflam¬ 
ed  the  parts  that  wire  wounded  with  them, 
end  flew  fwiftlf  and  fecrctly*  like  cbm  of  x 
killing  nature,  before  men  were  aware :  And 
tbdc  fifty  dart*  of  the  devil  feem  to  be  princi¬ 
pally  meant  his  molt  horrid,  violent,  end. 
fudden  injcflionit  that  fill  the  fovl  with  the 
ntmoft  diltrds*  and  have  the  moft  dangerous 
tendeocie^  and  dicta,  when  they  aroindut* 
«d  and  complied  with* 

F  £ 


dirtt  of  ibt  vicM,  (flee  Gwmifft  ChrifiUu 
Araovr.)  And  tharefort,  to  keep  the  {eve¬ 
nt  partial  chi*  armour  asdlftin&a*  poflible4 
I  take  truth  and  nthtt9*f*tft  here  m  Ggo^ff 
JUtfrity  tod  beStteft  ia  heart  end  fi/r,  which 
are  fpoken  of  u  fruits  of  the  Spirit  chap* 
v.  0* 

f  As  the  venoipooe  fcrpaita  were-  called 

fiery  feffients^  Numb,  1XU  d,  fb  dirt \ 

ailade  to  theft  jmifeaeuj  dans*  which  barbae 
You  IVv  t 
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ing  to  the  whole  man*  and  to  all  the  other  parts  of  your 
Chriftian  armour ;  let  a  lively  exercife  of  faith  on  Chrift, 
jour  fbicld,  (Pfal.  lxxxit.  9.)  on  hit  blood  and  rigbte- 
oafnefe  for  pardon  and  juftification,  and  all  needful 
fupplies  of  flrength  and  fuccour,  (fee  the  note  on  vtr. 
14.)  together  with  a  humble  and  firm  dependence  on 
the  power  and  grace  of  God  in  him,  as  a  fliield,  (Gen. 
xt.  1.  and  Pfal.  v.  1 2.)  and  on  the  promiCea  of  the  new 
covenant^  with  realizing  views.  of  invisible  and  eternal 
things ;  let  this  be  your  Ihield  ;  in  the  ufe  of  which  ye 
(hall  be  effectually  enabled  to  refute  and  filence  every 
charge  of  guilt  which  your  grand  adverfary  wouTTfaft* 
en  upon  your  coolciences,  in  order  to  his  terrifying  and 
driving  you  into  defpair  |  and  by  holding  up  his  fliield 
of  faith,  ye  (hall  be  able  to  repel,  and  take  off  the  force 
of  all  his  attempts  to  furprize  and  hurry  you  into  hard 
and  blafphetnous  thoughts  of  God,  and  Chrift,  and  r re¬ 
ligion,  and  into  fudden  violent  emotions  to  wrath  and 
revenge,- or  into  flelhly  lulls,  which  war  again (t  the 
foul,  or  into  any  other  fin.  Whatfoever  his  furious 
temptations  or  fudden  fuggeftions  may  be,  that,  like 
poifonous  darts,  penetrate  and  inflame  the  foul  with 
horror,  anguifh,  and  guilt,  wherever  they  (trike;  all 
of  them  will  be  as  effectually  difarmed  of  their  force 
by  this  fliield,  as  fire  is  of  its  ftrength  when  it  is  quench* 
ed :  Tbi*  will  make  you  a  match  for  all  the  aiTaults  of 
that  malignant  evil  one,  the  devil,  whofe  nature  and 
defign  is  nothing  but  wickednefs  *,  and  for  all  the  efforts 
of  this  prefent  evil  world  again  ft  you :  For  the  word  of 
Cod  abides  in  ftrong  believers,  to  enable  them  to  over¬ 
came  the  wicked  one,  and  this  is  the  victory  that  ox/er- 
t  And'  take  cmKS  the  world,  even  our  faith,  (t  John  it.  14.  and  v.  4,) 
the Uelm«t  or  &|!  >7  And  as  warriors  have  their  helmets  to  fecure  their 

■ration,  end  rhe  heads  ;  (b  let  the  hop*  of  eternal  life  and  falvatiop,  (1 

f*wd  of  the spi-  XheCT.  v*  8.)  be  as  an  helmet  to  guard  you  againft  fear 

fit,  which  istbe  ,  ,  ,  ,  0  .  J  F 

wwd  of  Ood :  and  danger,  and  every  mortal  wound,  to  make  you  pa¬ 
tiently  endure  all  hardfbips,  and  to  fortify  you  again (l 
the  mod  furious  and  threatning  attacks  of  Satan  and 
alibis  confederates ;  And  as  valiant  folds ers  draw  their 
fv/ords  to  defend  thcmdelves,  and  cue  down  their  ene¬ 
mies  ;  lo  hold  up,  in  the  hand  of  faith,  the  promifes, 
threat nings,  and  commands,  and  every  other  pan  oi 
divine  revelation,  wbieh  may  be  called  the /word  of  the 
Spirit,  as  it  is  a  fpiritual  weapon  of  warfare,  and  as  the 
Holy  Spirit  indited,  and  adapted  it  to -all. exigencies, 
and  enables  believers  to  coofider,  underftand,  and  ap¬ 
ply  ir,  as  circumftances  require;  and  to  make  an  ef¬ 
fectual  improvement  of  it  for  their  own  fafety  and  com¬ 
fort. 
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j9  PnyiogaJ* 
vays  with'  all 
p*iy«r  and  fbp* 
plication  in  the 
'Spirit, and  watch¬ 
ing  thtremto 
with  ill  pcrftie- 
nn «,  andAippH- 
cation  for  all 

Jump; 


1 1  And  for  nrc, 
that  utterance 

on  a  7  he  given  un¬ 
to  me,  that  I  may 
open  my  mouth 
boldly  *  to  make 
known  the  my  Ac- 
ry  of  the  goipel : 


fort,  and  for  the  definition  and  confufion  of  -all  their 
fowl’s  enemies,  wbocanno  more  witbftand  it,  when 
wcildcd  and  edged  by  faith,  than  the  tempter  could  the 
anfwets  of  the  Captain  of  bur  fal  ration,  which  be  in¬ 
troduced  with  an,  It  it  ■writtta,  (Mat.  tv.  4,  7, 10.) 

18  And  as  the  war  ye  are  engaged  in  is  of  a  Spiritual 
nature,  and  all  jour  own  attempts  to  extreife  any 
grace,  or  make  ule  of  any  means  for  refilling  and  over¬ 
coming  tbe  enemies  of  your  fouls,  will  be  ineffectual, 
without  the  fpectal  aid)  of  the  divine  Spirit ;  let  every 
conflid  be  attended  with  folemn,  fiated,  or  ejaculatory 
prayer,  in  all  forts  of  earned  addreffes  to  God ;  fuch  as 
adorations,  ihankfgivings,  and  confeflions,  humble  pe» 
tions  and  pleas  in  tbe  name  of  Chrift,  on  all  occaflons, 
in  public  and  private,  by  tbe  aJh dance  of  bis  Spirit,  and 
with  your  whole  hearts,  for  all-  feafonable  help,  to  en¬ 
able  you  to  make  a  proper  and  fpirhuai  ufe  of  every  part 
of  your  Chriftian-armour  to  the  belt  advantage,  for 
your  pwn  preservation,  and  tbe  vanquifhjng  of  Gn, 
Satan,  and  the  world;  And  he  aflid  turn  fly  careful  to 
maintain  a  praying  frame  of  fpirit,  and  to  watcb  for  all 
convenient  feafons  for  prayer  $  as  alfo  to  watch  agaiud 
the  dcGgns  and  methods  of  your  adverfartes,  and  for 
all  opportunities'  and  afCftances  to  annoy  and  defeat 
them  ;  and  to  watch  for  ait  influences  of  the  Spirit  in 
prayer,  and  for  all  anfwers  ro  prayer)  and  fee  that  ye 
be  conftam  and  unwearied  herein,  without  fainting, 
though  ye  may  not  receive  immediate  anfwers  of  peace: 
And,  like  perfons  of  a  public  fpirit,  be  importunate  in 
your  repeated  addreffes  to  tbe  throne  of  grace,  wreftling 
with  God,  by  humble'  faith,  to  avert  all  evils  from, 
and  confer  all  defirable  bleffings  upon,  not  only  yooi> 
delves,  but  ail  your  fellow*  Chrifttans,  the  be  A  of  which 
needs  your  prayers,  that  they,  as  well  as  yon,  may  keep 
their  ground  in  this  fpiritual  warfare,  and  may  be  pro- 
greflire  in  light  and  grace,  comfort  and  holinefs,  to  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  confuGon  of  the  devil  and  aU  his 
inftruments. 

19  And  fince  my  prefent  trials  are  very  great,  and 
my  work,  for  which  Z,  a  poor  frail  Gnful  creature,  am 
utterly  infufficient  of  myfelf,  is  of  the  higheft  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  interefcgf  Chrift  and  the  welfare  of  immor¬ 
tal  fouls)  and  fince,  in  my  public  minilterial  chara&er, 
I  am  attended  with  as  many,  or  more  difficulties  and 
temptations,  than  private  Chriftians  are  expofed  to,  I 
earneftly  beg  your  fblcmu  prayers  continually  forme, 
your  faithful  and  affe&ionaie  apolUe  and  friend,  that 
God  would  give  me  enlargement  from  my  prefent  bonds, 

F  f  2  and 


m 


TUEtiflU 


ckti. 


10  Icf  *hWi 
T  am  an  ambafla- 
dor 'in  boodf  i 
that  therein?  uty 
ipcak  bcUly,  a*  I 
wight  to  Jpeat< 


it  But  that  yt 
fllfr  May  Jtuop 
my  afT^n,  £*J 
how  I  do,  Tvdu- 
cuj*a  bciovctl  hro, 
thcr,  and  faithful 
xniaifcr  in  the 
Lord,  (haH  make 
koowi)  io  you  all 
thing* ; 


i  %■  Whom  1 
hie  Cent  unto 

you  for  the  lame 
purpofe,  that  ye 
might  know  our 
affair*,  and  that 

he 


and  graefoufly  infpire  me  with  fu  it  able  matter,  and  give 
me'couragc  and'  freedom  of  fpeedi  in  bis  wort,  that  I 
may  not  be  kept  under  reftraim,  nor  be- afraid  or  attain¬ 
ed  to  preach  Chrift  before  bis  and  my  enemies ;  but 
may  have  opportunity -of  doing  it  openly,  and  may  fpeak 
with  all  boldnefs,  ptainnefs,  and  liberty  of  fpirit,  and 
without  partiality  or  referve,  in  publifhing  the  great 
dodtrineS  of  the  gofpet,  which  contain  the  unfearcbable 
riches  of  Chrift;  and  in  averting -the-  glorious  privileges 
of  G entik  believers,  which,  though  now  clearly  reveal¬ 
ed,  appears  to  be  a  ftrange  and  myfterious  thing  to  the 

Jews. 

20  For  the  preaching  of  this  blcflcd  gofpel,  I  am 
fent  by  the  Lord  Jefua,  as  bis  ambaffador,  to  negotiate 
the  great  affair  of  peace  between  God  and  Tinners;  and, 
for  my  faithfulnefs  and  zeal,  in  executing  the  cruft 
which'  be  has  committed  to  me,  I  am,  at  this  very 
time,  a  prifctier  in  chains  at  Rome,  (fee  the  note  on  A8t 
xii.  6.)  whieb  I  chearfully  endure,  and  faint  net,  as 
knowing  whim  I  have  believed,  (2  Tim.i.  12.)  and  that 
my  reward  is  with -him;  and  I  cameftly  intreat  the 
continuance  of  your  'prayers,'  that,  under  all  this  diffi¬ 
culty  and  confinement,  I  may  ftill  have  opportunity, 
and  be  animated  to  go  on  preaching  the  kingdom  ef  God , 
and  teaching  thofe  things  that  concern  the  Lord  Jejits, 
with  alt  confidence,  undauntedly,  freely  and  plainly, -ac¬ 
cording  to  the  duty  of  my- office,  and  -  the  feufe  1  have 
of  it,  without  molcftation  from  "any  one  whomfoever, 
(Afts  xxviit.  30,  31.) 

2 1  But  that  ye  may  the  better  know  bow  to  dire£t 
your  prayers  to  God  for  me,  I  have  not  only  given  you 
a  hint  of  my  prefent  affli&ve  fituation,  and  how  it  fares 
with  me,  in  this  letter,  which  I  convey  to  you  by  the 
hands  of  Tjchitus,  one  of  your  Afiatic  friends,  {AQs 
xx.  4.)  who  is  a  dear  brother  iu  the  Lord,  beloved  of 
him,  and  of  myfelf  and  you,  and  is  an  upright,  dili¬ 
gent  and  laborious  fervant  of  Jefus  Chrift  in  the  work 
of  the  miniftry ;  but  be  alfo  will  give  you  a  faithful  ac¬ 
count  at  large,  by  woid  of  mouth,  of  all  things  that 
relate  to  my  fufferings  and  comforts  under  them,  to 
the  treatment  1  meet  with  from  enemies  and  friends, 
and  to  my  own  behaviour,  and  the  fuccefs  of  what  1 
am  now  permitted  to  do  for  Chrift,  under  all  the  dis¬ 
advantages  and  reftraints  that  attend  me:- 

22  Though  it  would  have  been  a  great  plcafure  and 
advantage  to  me,  to  have  enjoyed  more  of  the  good 
company  of  this  beloved  and  -faithful  brother  ;  yet, 
fuch  is  my  love  to  you.  that  I  have  fo  far  denied  my¬ 
felf, 


Ch.ifc 
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benight  a>&  fort 
your  hearth 


%  %  Peace  fa  t* 
the  brethren,  and 
lore  with  filth 
from  God  the  fa¬ 
ther,  and  the 
lxwIjcfiuChnft. 


t4  Gvacc  fa 
wtkh  di  then 
th*t  fore  our 
Lord  Jdui  Chnft 
ia  ftnctritf*  A- 
i  nee.' 


Celf,  aa  to  fiend  him  for  this  very  cod  and  purpoSe,  that 
ye  may  be  fid i  y  acquainted  how  things  go  with  me  in 
my  confinement  $  and  particularly,  how  the  Lord  ftandt 
by  me*  and  enables  me  to  bear  my  trials  with  paricacc, 
refigsarion  and  holy  fortitude ;  and  that,  by  telling  you 
how ’God  is  with  me,  and  owns  me,  as  well  as  by  hia 
free  convcrfarion,  and  preaching  the  gofpcl  to  you,  be 
otay  revive  your  fpirits,  which  are  apt  to  be  diftieaften- 
ed  and  call  down  at  my  aiftiflions  ;  and  may  encourage 

you*  from  my  example,  to  truft  in  the  Lcrd,  and  go 
on  in  hiagood  ways*  amidft  all  the  op  portion  ye  may 
meet  with  for  Cbrift  and  the  gofpd’G  Cake* 

23  My  heart’s  defire  and  prayer  is,  that  peace  with 
God,  peace  in  your  own  minds*  and  peace  one  with 
another*  and  all  manner  of  ptorpertty^intbul  and  body, 
may  continue  and  abound  a  thong  the  holy  jbnctbreq 
r  and  members  of  the  church,  which  are  with  you*  whe¬ 
ther  they  be  minifters  or  private  Chrifiiansf  and  that* 
under  a  fcitfe  of  God’s  love  to  them,  their  hearts  may 
be  filled  with  the  moft  ardent  growing  alfeftion  to  htot 
and  one  soother,  together  with,  and  aa  the  reliilt  of, 
the  moil  lively  exercifc  of  that  faith  which  works  by 
kwe.  May  all  this  happinefs,  and  both  tbefe  excellent 
cardinal  graces  of  the  Spirit,  which  lead  on  to  all  the 
left,  flourilh  and  increafe  in  their  fouls,  by  fpecial  and 
continued  influence  from  God  the  Father,  who,  in  the 
cecooomy  of  fal  ration,  is  the  original  foumain  of  all 
the  bleflings  of  the  new  covenant ;  and  from  our  dear 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chnft,  who  is  the  great  and 
only  Mediator  between  God  and  man,  and,  in  that 
quality,  is  the  purebafer  and  difpenfer  of  all  the  good 
things  we  have  and  hope  for,  relating  to  this  world* 
and  that  which  is  to  come  1 

-  24  May- the  free  love  and  favour  of  Chnft,  and  of 
God  in  him,  and  all  its  blefled  fruits  and  effeQs,  efpe- 
cially  in  all  feafonable  difeoveries,  communications  and 
a  fE  dances,  to  the  producing  of  firing  and  lively  extr- 
eifes  of  every  grace,  be  richly  extended  both  to  thofe  at 
Ephe/usf  and  to  all  in  every  place,  who  defire,  efteem 
and  delight  in  our  only  and  complete  Saviour,  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chnft,  £«  ^a*^**)  heartily  and  unfeigncdly,  ac* 
cording  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpdj  without  corrupting 
the  do&rine  of  falvation  alone  by  him,  which  is  tha 
main  fubjed  of  this  epifUe;  and  without  mixture  of  an 
inordinate  love  to  this  p refen t  world,  or  of  any  corrupt 
affection  whatfoever*  and  that  with  continuance,  till 
it  (hall  be  perfected  in  a  glorious  immortality  I  with 
fine  ere  defire  and  a  ffu  red  hope  of  their  beingthus  abun¬ 
dantly  b Idled  by  the  God  of  all  grace,  I  fay,  Amen* 

RkCOL 
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RECOLLECTIONS. 

m 

How  clearly  does  the  Cbriltian  religion  date  and  enforce  relative  da  ties  I  -  Ac- 
Wording  to  its  da  dates,  children  fhouid  honour  and  obey  their  parents  in  all  law¬ 
ful  things*  as  ever  they  would  approve  themftlves  to  the  Lord,  and  have  his  buf¬ 
fing  upon  them :  Parents  fhouid  Andy  to  allure,  and  not  diftouragejlheir  chil¬ 
dren*  nor  irritate  their  angry  paflions  by  ftvere  ufage  $  amt  thould  train  them  up 
in  the  good  ways  of  God :  Servants  fhouid  make  couftntDce  of  obeying  the  juft 
orders  of  their  matters*  whether  under  their  eye  or  sot*  with  fiocerity,  cheeiful- 
nc by  and  fidelity*  from  a  principle  of  faith  in  Cbrift,  and  in  obedience  to  the  will 
of  God,  for  fear  of  offending  him,  and  them*  and  in  hope  of  a  gracious  reward 
at  the  day  of  judgment :  And  matters*  fhouid  treat  their  fervanti  with  equity  and 
good  temper,  as  knowing  that  they  alfo  have  a  greater  Mailer  in  heaven,  ira  that 
there  it  no  rcfpc<3  of  oerfons  with  bimj— How  many  are  the  trials  of  all  Chri- 
ftnm,  wbatfoever  their  ftations  be  in  this  world  !  But  how  complete  is  the  fpi- 
ritual  armour  that  God  has  fumifhed  them  with  1  They,  in  the  ftrength  of  the 
Lord*  and  to  the  power  of  hts  might,  may  withftand  aU  the  ftntagem*  and  af- 
fiotta  of  Satan,  and  bis  inttromeuts*  in  every  evil  day ;  and  may  ftand  their 
ground,  till  they  |et  through  all  their  troubles  and  dangers,  and  ftaod  complete 
conquerors  and  triumpher*  in  heaven.  Of  what  excellent'  advantage  in  this  holy 
warfare,  are  fmcerity  and  uprightnefs,  and  as  cxertife  of  righteoofnefs  and  true 
befioefa  !  And  of  what  high  importance  arc  faith  m  (Thrift,  and  his  rightcodfnefs, 
and  a  good  hope  of  eternal  Salvation,  together  with  a  due  uft  of  the  holy  ferip- 
tnres,  and  daily  prayer !  Thefc  will  be  unto  os  Inftead  of  a  military  belt,  breaft- 
plate*  and  greaves,  and  of  a  foldd,  helmet,  and  fword,  for  defending  usagnlnft, 
and  repelling  the  Aery  darts  of  the  devil;  and  the  moft  Furious  attacks  of  all 
the  enemies  of  our  fouls.  How  fhouid  there  thoughts  animate  us  with  holy 
vigour  and  bravery  again  ft  all  the  forces  of  hell  and  earth,  in  humble  confidence, 
that,  by  the  ufe  of  theft  means,  we  fhall  be  enabled  to  whfcftand  and  overcome 
them !  —How  attentive  ought  our  prayers  to  be  for  every  good  thing,  not  only 
for  ourfefro,  but  for  all  faints,  and  for  all  the  miniftera  of  the  gofpcl,  that  are 
faithful  and  beloved ;  and  efpcrially  for  fucb  as  fufter  perfecutioti  for  Chrlft’s  fake, 
that  their  opportunities,  courage,  and  faitbfuteeft,  may  not  fail ;  but  that  they 
may  goon  to  declare  (he  tnoompreheoftble  truths  of  the  gofjpel  with  all  freedom, 
InTdnefa,  and  pi  a  inn  eft,  as  they  ought,  without  reft  rain  t  or  referred  And  how 
concerned  fhouid  we  be,  that  peace,  with  faith  and  love,  may  abound  to  all  the 
faints,  from  God  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefut  Cbrift ;  and  that  the  free  favour 
of  God,  through  him,  may  be  extended,  in  all  its  rich  variety  of  manifdUtions, 
fruits  and  effects,  to  every  one  who  ftneerdy  loves  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  1  We 
Should  be  ready  to  teftify  our  earned  define  and  hope  of,  this,  by  faying,  H  Amen, 
?*  ifrbe  it,”  and  **  ib  it  ihall  be/’ 
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PREFACE 

T  O  T  H  E 

FIFTH  and  SIXTH  VOLUMES. 
Containing  Paul’s  Epistles  to  the 


Philippuns,  Colossiansi  Thessalonianaj Ti motht, Titus, 
Philemon,  and  the  Hebrews*  The  General  Epiftles  of  James, 
Peter,  John,  and  Jude;  anil  the  Revelation  of  St  John  the 
Divine, 

IT  is  with  mender)  bUffing  and  praife%  that  l  humbly  adore  the  God 
of  providence  and  grace  for  his  prefervation  and  affifianccs  unto 
the  finifhing  of  my  defign  on  the  New  Tejlamcnt  \  efpecialiy  when  l  re - 
fed)  that  fever  al  much  more  eminent  fervants  of  the  blejfed  JcJust  and 
lefs  advanced  m  yearly  have  been  cut  off  in  the  midjt  of  their  labours  tf 
this  kind.  And  f  gratefully  acknowledge  the  obligations  my  GhriJHait 
friends  and  brethren  have  heaped  upon  mes  by  tfxir  candid  acceptance 
the  former  volumes,  and  repeated  defires  to  fee  the  Work  compleated  m 

two  more  /  and  by  their  generous  encouragement  to  them%  when  they  were 
advertifed ,  as  going  to  the p refs ,  though  no  propofals  were  puhlifbed for 
a  fubfeription* 

THERE  needs*  J  thinks  no  further  prefatory  addition,  than  to  refer 
my  readers  to  what  has  been  prefixed  to  the  other  volumes ;  and  impor* 
tunatcly  to  folicit  their  earnefi  prayers >  that  the  God  of  allgrace%  through 
the  atoning  blood  of  the  dear  Redeemer ,  would  abundantly  pardon  the  ma~ 
vy  imperfections  which  /  am  fenfibte  attend  thefe  poor  performances  ; 
and  that  be  would  follow  the  whole  with  a  fpecial  hlcffing, ,  for  rendering 
it  fubfervient  to  the  glorious  caufe  of  evangelical  truth ,  and  holinefs*  and 
Chrifiian  charity  j  for  leading  fame  ignorant ,  irreligious^  and  erroneous 
fouls  into  the  only  true  way  of  falvatim  according  to  the  g  of  pc  l  j  and for 
helping  them  and  ethers  onward  therein  to  eternal  lifet  that  God  in  alt 
things  may  be  glorified  through  JeJus  Chrijh 

THESE t  l  humbly  trufl%  have  been  and  are  my  governing  aims  in 
VoL  v.  a  this * 
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this,  and  dU  my  other  minijl trial fervices  ;  and  if  theft,  through  divine 
influence,  may  in  any  mcafure  he  attained,  /  therein  do  and  -will  rejoice 
and  afcriht  the  entire  glory  of  all  to  the  God  of  my  life ,  mercies ,  and  hopes  t 
This  will  give  me  the  nohlefi  fatisfatiien ,  and  maintain,  the  peace  of  my 
own  mind,  whatever  cenfures,  fceptical ,  prophane,  or  fevere  critics 
may  pafs  upon  the  prefent  attempt ,  or  upon  its  Author,  who  counts  it 
his  honour  to  he  a  Jincere  lover  of  the  doSlrines  of  grace ,  and  of  pure 
and  undented  religion ,  and  immortal  finds,  though  a  very  unworthy  fer¬ 
vent  of  Jeftts  Chrsjl, 


Ijondoni  September  *9, 

1752. 
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CONTENTS  of  the  Epiftle  to  the  PHILIPPIC fCt. 


Chap*  L 

HF  apoftle  Paul  MriUttbtf  epiftle  ft  the 
church  and  ifj  officers  at  Pbihp/i*  in  the 
filiation  of  whom  Ttmctkt  joins  with  him* 
vtr.  rf  i*  Offitrs  up  ibankjgivings  and  pray¬ 
ers  ft  Gad  far  them*  an  account  of  the  g&ri 
wo*  k*fx  ra\mey  -which  he  was  fritsfird  would 
be  ptrfcfttd*  at  fit  the  judg ment  of  charity * 
ani  jcrvwr  of  hi j  bve,  hi  hop  ad  tm  const r* 
uifljf  them  d/f,  3, — 7*  He  expreffa  bis  of* 
fiSion  fa  them*  and  fours  ant  an  excellent 

prayer  for  them*  Fortifies  them  a* 

gttinft  dtjefti da  at  Ms  fiferings*  which  fumed 
f?  jffrT d  accottrJ*  in  exciting  others  la  french 
Chrijlf  13. — 10.  Tf lh  the m  that  be  food 
prepared  fir  glorifying  Chnftby  fifty  or  death  j 
1 1 , — A  ad  exhorts  them  ft  ail  holy  con* 
vet fubn  y  zeal  and  eoaftitaey  m  the  prof rfjion 
of  the  gofiel,  tttSwithjfanditrg  all  the  off  oft* 
tiott  of  their  ad  v&firits*  17, — 30*  p.  1. 

r 

Chap.  IL 

The  afojtle  exhorts  the  Philippian!  In  a  lutm*- 
nixxifiindi  and  bwnHe  fpnrit  and  Behaviour ^ 

by  various  moving  arguments*  and  partita 

t,:rh  by  the  example  of  Cbriftr  r*  To 
tii:i+£*ice  itt  the  u*f*Wi  of  l&ir  foltw  iron  *  in 
cvijidcrothu  of  God's  sorting  in  them*  tx* 
i  j.  To  be  exemplary  cad  irjlrttlHve  to  ibe 
wirld*  and  a  comfort  to  himfiffi  I4> — 


And  he  afire  s  then  of  hie  dcfitey  hope  and 
pur  fife  of  making  theme  xifii*  and,  in  the 
mean  while*  of  finding  fo  them  Timothy  and 
Epofhrodctus*  both  of -which  he  recommends 
to  their  kind  and  honourable  regards*  ip,-— 

J°*  P*  *J,  14* 

Chap.  III. 

The  s poftte  Motions  the  PhtUffSani  agrinfl  Ju* 
tfaizwg  frifi  teachers*  ‘whom  he  defiribes*  ox 
he  rife  decs  true  Cbrtfliaat  in  oppofttion  to 
them 1  iy — 3.  J lecdtthrs  own  firmer  per* 
z* lego t  and  renounces  all  tbefi  for  Cnift* 
4»“ S-  Etprejfis  his  entneft  defire  to  bt 
found  in  bint*  and  his  pr  effing  om  toward  per* 
fAtlo n,  And  recommends  Ms  trum 

example  to  the  imitation  of  other  hfievers*  in 
oppofitm  to  the  behaviour  of  carnal profeffirs* 

iJi-h-  P*  *1- 

Chat*  IV* 

The  a  pc  ft U  rnoft  ofie&ionauty  exhorts  the  PM* 
tip  plans  to  fond  faft  in  the  Lord*  1,  Gives 
dirctfious  to  fame  particular  ferfins  among 
them*  and  to  them  alt  in  general* 

Kxfrrffii  bis  great  fatisfadfion  in  the  fippfy 
they  had  finiMm*  and  his  own  contentment 
in  every  condition  of  life *  adding  a  doiologj 
to  Goa  the  Father*  in,— io>  Salutes  them* 
and  finds  tie  jdlutatioas  of  others ,  and  efofcs 
all  With  bisufoaf  benedifiiottj  — 13.  p# 

3i* 


The  Contents  of  the  Epiftle  to  the  CO  LOS  S  IANS* 


C  H  A  Pi  I* 

THE  apofite  fiari  falutcs  the  Cokffians*  1, 
i*  bitjfii  God  fir  lb  dr  fostb*  lave*  and 
tope*  which  Epaphrat  W  reported  to  bint* 
3,-3,  Prays  fir  their  frwtfihtfi  in  fp*y 
ntoal  knowledge*  9, — 1 3 *  6* vts  a  flrt/f  ni- 

ffirot  tcl'W  of  Cbriftf  and  of  Ms  grace  to 
\hcnty  to  engage  their  adherence  to  him*  14, — 
%  5*  And  fits  out  bis  own  charrityr,  as  the 

afsfile  of  the  Gtntiks*  14,— 1>  p-  45- 

Chap,  IK 

The  apoftlt  exp  ref  la  his  love  to*  and  joy  in 
lieshcrs*  wbum  he  be  J  never  fecn*  avd  enecu* 
rages  their  continuing  to  Vtrii  in  Ch/ift*  1 
7*  Gr  tirms  them  agmnfi  the  ernrs  of  bra* 
then  phitofiphf*  agaitfi  the  vanity  cfjewifk 
tr&diifaat*  and  again  ft  aa  vhfervns^  of  Mv- 
fik  sites*  which  bad  hen  completely  jalftlted 
it:  Chtft*  beyond  what  they  corid  'hope  to  fnd 
t* few  here*  8, — 17.  Ag&fofl  nriffiipfiitg 

ofaxgrit)  as  that  were*  in  tjfi  St  rfttuwtt'wg 


their  bead*  Gbrifi*  i8}  tp.  And  again  ft  It* 
gat  ordinances  and  human  hjtitutkns*.  that 
arc  of  no  advantage  for  fpiritsial  pvrfcfit* 

»o3— p*  JT# 

Chap*  |H4 

The  apoftte  exhorts  the  Cofaffians  to  he  heavenh- 
iriadcdt  as  thole  that  are  rifia  with  Cbrijrf 

1 , — a.  To  niwtify  eft  corrupt  efteHions*  as 
ihfi  that  are  renewed  after  t&eirkage  of  God) 
j , — » 1 ,  to  cultivate  Mutual  love*  forbear* 
ante  and  firgivexefi,  with  other  evangelical 
graces*  tit-^ it-  audio  pra8ife  the  rela¬ 
tive  duties  of  wives  and  hnfbmiJis*  cMldrcn^ 
parents  axdfir  unfits*  1 8, —^5^  p.  tfS* 

Chap,  FT, 

The  aft  ft  k  txforts  mofiers  to  do  their  doty  ft- 
1 i-xrd  fyvaats,  t  *  Recommesids  to  per  fins 
ofril  raxii  tie  general  duties  of  perfeveraaet 
V*  prayer,  and  Cbriffiau  prudence  in  behave* 
c:<r  and  ffeti'h*  x* — (J,  J It  firs  them  to  Tf - 
j  ml  Oiteft/nujj  fir  an  atwirni  *f  the 
t  firie 
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Jtafcofhh  affair st  71— SenAs  fafttfatbat  a*dt  adding  a  charge  to  Art  hip  par,  ecnrhdtt 

from  ftveral  h  na «f,  father  -with  his  own\  with  bit  ufuelbcnedin  fan  j  iOj— iB.  p.  7 fl ,  T  JT* 


The  CoKTENTsof  the  Firft  Esiftle  to  the  Th  e  %$  a  l  oh  i  a  ns. 


Chap*  I. 

if  £  apofitc  fail tic*  the  rbutth  at  Tktjfi- 
/. lU.Ctty  and  blejfc*  Got  fir  them%  in  re- 
fieShn  fn  ibfir  J'ltiihy  hi and  patience  t  as 
evident  tokens  of  ihetr  eUtifony  v'hith  mas 
wavtifyfied  \n  the  ejkcaoas  manner  iriih 
whit  b  ttx  g’fpel  came  to  them,  !  t — 5.  And 
defiribeshs  powerful,  e  temp  far yt  ana  famous 
ejects  upw  their  beans  and  hvest  6, — 10- 

P.  87. 

Chit,  H. 

The  apofilt)  to  enrotrage  t&ar  progrefs  in  faith 
and  Mlimfii  reminds  them  of  we  manner  of 
tit  preacher  ar.d  behaviour  a*n*r*g  thcmt 
i* — ii.  And  of  thtir  receiving  she  gofpeft 
the  u:^r d  of  G#J,  w Inch  ejeti  natty  worked 

*1  themy  13 *— ttf-  And  nlfint  i&c/ti  of  hh 
Joy  on  that-  aecstiat^  and  bis  iefire  of  coming 
tQ  them  agaiat  17, — 10.  p.  pi. 

Chip,  HL 

Mr  apojlle  ^ivn  fill  further  proof  of  bit  great 
affetHon  to  them,  «  his  having  font  Timothy 
to-  rJtabUjb  and  comfort  thtmy  s  j—s*  In 
hi s  rejoicing  at  (be  gnd  tidings  of  thtir  faith 
add  love*  A,— 9*  And  in  ins  praying  jor  aa 


opportunity  of  returning  to  them t  and  fir 
their  perfcvcrancc  and  inert  aft  in  genet)  HU 
tbefecond  awing  of  Chrifi,  io> — 13-  p* 

Chip.  IV, 

The  apofi  k  exharts  the  Thejfihuians  to  thafity 
ata  Ulintfsin  their  lives y  1, — B.  To  bro¬ 
therly  hvey  a  ptouabh  behaviour  and  diti- 
genes h  their  fun  far  callings  t  9, —  it-  And 
to  moderate  their  grief  fir  the  d^th  ofi godly 
r elation st  and  friend tt  in  tonfidcratrin  if  the 
glorious  refurrtbiiott  of  their  bodies  at  Chrijt's 
fecund  coming  i  from  which  time  forwards  t 
alt  the  punts,  tool  may  then  he  dead)  or  li¬ 
ving  upon  the  earth)  fialt  be  ever  with  the 
Lord,  13* — iS*  p,  103,104. 

Chap*  V* 

The  apaftle  aborts  the  T^/iwwf  to  he  al¬ 
ways  read] f  fir  the  coming  of  Chrift  to  jttdg-* 
meat)  which  will  he  with  fidJenncfi  aid  fir* 
prifit  like  a  thief  in  the  night t  *, — w.  Di¬ 
rects  them  to  fevcral  particular  duties  in  their 
relative  and  ptrfifftl  capacities y  J*,< — >it- 
And  concludes  his  cpijtie  with  prayer^  falu~ 
tahoas  and  a  bentdifttoU)  1 3, — tS ,  p.  1 n * 


4 


The  Contents  oftheSecondEpiftletotheTHEssjiLONiJNs. 


C  n  a  p-  I. 

HE  appftfc  falntts  the  church  At  Thtjfalo- 
tikar  JT  1*  Blejfis  G<id  fir  she  growing 
JlaU  of  their  love  and  patience r  3,  4.  And 
encourages  them  to  perfivtre  therein  under  pU 
their  fijfc rings  fir  Ctn  ijlt  in  cvnfdtra/ron  of 
hiS  touting  at  the  great  day  of  accent t  to  exc¬ 
ess te  right  tout  judgment  nptx  his  and  f heir  cue* 
mues,  and  to  be  glorified  in  their  q-v a  &m- 
pUiefihfaiiody  vAiVA  the  apofile  hoped  and 
prayed  fir  aa  their  behalf  $t — u.  p  ui. 

Chap,  it 

The  ape  file  eaudoAt  the  Thejalonhns  eg  ah  ft  cm 
erroneous  notion)  at  tho*  the  time  of  Chrift* $ 
coming  ro  the fiant  judgment  wetejnfi  at  bend, 
I,  1.  Affires  them  that  there  would  firfibe 
a  general  appfiaey  frvm  the  fitihr  ntd  a  re - 
-vtaQug  of  fie  atJiehrtfitau  maa  «ffiut  it  bom 


he  defcrtbn  by  his  rifet  and  rarff,  and 

firms  the  jufi  definrfiitn  that  would  come  u- 
pon  hit  infatuated  fibjeftsy  that  had  pit  afire 

in  uprighucufnefit  3,-^1*.  Butblc/fei  God 

fir  ibc  ft  entity  if  the  T ccfA^huiS  f r<>  >n  api- 
Jtocji  by  virtue  of  their  titrnul  cltfiUtt)  avd 
eficBaut  catling y  and  thereupon  repeats  hif 
exhortation  to  fledfij/ttefiy  and  pr&ys  fir  them 9 

p-  JiJ- 

Ch  A  f,  TH. 

The  it p? file  defies  prayer  fir  himftlf  and  h  \ 
fellow*  f&hsureex  \  ex  prefit  bis  confidence  in 
the  Th*ffikma#t)  and  proyt  fir  thtmt  1,— * 
j.  Charges  them  la  withdraw  from  di  (order¬ 
ly  wafkers r  and  par  tkttl.tr ly  fryrn  drift  shat 
were  inzyy  and  brfy-hvdiesy  contrary  to  bar 
example  and  comma* id^  6,— 13-  And  con¬ 
cludes  with  a  prayer  for  them t- a n&  wub  afa- 
futiiston  and  huediilhsi)  if#»— 18*  p-  133. 


The  Co  nt  ent  »  of  the  Firft  Epi/Ue  to  TIMOTHT. 

Chap,  T.  ^  him  of  (he  charge  Ire  b#J  gi  rw  him  at  Ephe* 

TnE  afifiU  aJTerls  his  office  a  of  divine  Jus*  1,-4,  Of  his  end  f'rrt'w*  cud  pf  the 
authority  ;  falules  Tivwtby  ;  and  reminds  defign  of  the  hfofric  law }  jt — 1 1,  Of  uiiOTF  a 
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iGnvcrfistiy  and  call  to  the  apojUeftnpy  ity-~ 
I’j.  And  fl/  cbHgatiw  W  nftmWirl 

yai/jt  iTfiJ  a  good  confiieaee,  which  Hyiueueus 
4M J  PtfArAu  Wpwi  cuw* /nw  iS, — 

*□.  P*  M3- 

Chap-  n* 

apfth  orders  frttvfrx  !v  be  mWf,  tvcry 
W7'crt*  fvr  all  ffl^W  flf  h&fbiitS  and 

their  ,  as  ?w/j"  Ai  yffff  the 

>ff  7/"' /iV  g*fpehp  bo  dfjfVirsrc  0/  r<znh 

i, — B.  Andrews  i:m  went* 
o:ghl  to  kvave  if*  flw/  and  reHgbaslifit  9 , — 

ii.  p*  *$** 

Chap.  nr. 

TV  dfierHet  what  ought  to  k  the  f'iifi- 
jsc'ititJii  Gtsdhthav&arefgefptlbi/bopSy  I,— 
7.  And  of  dear  out  sad  their  iu'mesy  ®, — 
i  j,  vf;d  giws  T;ip*%  a  rf^Jt  <?/"  hh  writ* 
ie*  Jo  particularly  l ?  h*m  ulsvt  theft y  and  0- 
t£tr  cburch-u fastis  for  dlrtftmjbis  puw  C?#- 
daft,  at  so  cvnariUJij  14,-16*  p,  J$B  + 

C  w  a  p»  nr. 

Tit  apjftk  infirm  Timothy,  by  thtfpiril  of 
j>rsphn,  0/  /rs»  t  he  fait  h  In  vs- 

r*u  j  began  ah  tody  to  appear, 

a^d  would  \ffit  in  the  grand  apylaty  &j  <tfi 
ter-tlnrti,  I, — 5,  And,  -with  reference 

thereunici  gives  Umfcvcrat  dirdlkuSj  with 
jsftnvk  motives  to  wfitBf  /Juvfl,  fir  a  due 
dj/ charge  of  the  duties  4*  his  office,  6,-“*  16. 

p-  ttfj. 


C  h  /  p.  V. 

The  apfth  gives  orders  j bn*  to  behave  sewardr 
elder T  and  younger  wen  and  neottna^  I,  *- 
And  toward  pnsr  -:■&%?*,  3*— 3.  Defer  her 
the  cb.iraHets  offis  h  ividws-,  as  are,  zr  ere 
j otf,  proper  to  he  vixintGuicd  by  the  church, 
Qzd  t  tket  ir.to  its  firvkc>  9,—  i6.  Shews 
the  rcfpcB  thfii  is  tv  be  paid  to  tJyjfe  that  are 
elders  fj  office  t  37, — 19,  B»t  zLjrgei  Ti¬ 
mothy  to  taht  due  core  in  rebuking  offenders 

of  all  ratihs  uud  fuiitUfj  In  i,rdsir.iiig  mini* 

jters,  and  in  tffixg  fork  rrfdcrate  ref  refi  went  s,. 
as  were  TitcqUrj  fir  bis  oixtn  we^k  fate  of 

htJ.lhy  ao,— 15,  p.  fji7  173* 

Chat,  Y[. 

The  flp&jlle  lays  dnvn  the  duty  of  Chnfiiatts  to- 
1 ?.ird  Mzfvbrgy  as  well  os  other  m afters, 
whhh  Timetky  cu^ht  to  inf  ft  upony  with  a 
Jevtri  repnsf  to  yndaizers  that  taught  other- 
wife,  it — Shews  the  advantage 
H^efs  vnih  content  meat  %  and  the  danger  cf 
covetous  purfuits  after  riches t  6,* — IO,  Di- 

tt$s  'Timothy  to  5  contrary  enaft,  it,  1%. 

Vivas  him  a  Jblenm  charge  to  Wnvr  farrh- 
f tiily  in  a  perfivering  attention  tc  Us  orders 7 
and  in  admorJ filing  the  rifb  not  to  trajj  i* 
their  riches ,  but  in  the  litfiag  Gody  and  to 
improve  his  bounties  to  the  veil  fitrpefes ;  ard 
repeats  bis  charge  with  ft  me  cnl^rgctimtf 
tftjtnr  alt  with  a  ftortt  but  comprehenfive  le- 

*edi8ictty  13, — ax,  p.  iBt,  l*t* 


The  Contests  of  the  Second  Epiflle  to  T I M QTHY. 


Chap,  T. 

JAUL  qfferts  his  apoflolic  chareflcrt  folates 
Timothy t  And  exprtffcs  hit  grt*tt  uftHion 
to  him,  in  nmmbmKt  of  bis  fyn: put 
tears  and  si feigned  filthy  I, — j,  Exhorts 

*9  a  difigeut  improve ai mt  of  hUfyiriiual 
Z'ffs*  without  fear  or  jSw?;v,  on  account  of 
fit  firings  for  Ctrftj  who  bus  bright  life  and 
iwtKoeta&ty  to  light  by  the  goffely  and  to 
T:J  fzft  that  hUjfid  daflrinc,  which  was 
r.  :■}  Uted  to  him ,  6,-14.  Ard  te*is 
tf  maty  that  bad  befity  diverted  him  ;  hut 
f peaks  with  htKorr  and  aft  fl?TO  of  OscjiphtrVf, 
fir  his  ksndnfi  to  hin i,  p*  iJT* 


thus  wtrdsy  and  H  ftady  to  apftr^c  himfelf 
to  Gzdf  sr arid  t:g  him  to  fie  a  iraUt  tfiblftttgs 
and  dangerous  mors,  th.tt  tat  like  a  cc\  he', 
as  i’-’  the  uTr^fecs  of  iljmt.'CHi  axd  Pbihtvty 

crA  comforts  hint  with  tht  t bought  t  thui 

never! Ichfs  the  fitizdatiw  of  God 
]m\  14,-19.  lelh  hUn  that  fever  a}  forts 

cf  prrfefihvs  ore  to  be  expelled  U  the  churchy 
as  various  fsrls  of  vejfch  »re  t:f  d  ia  a  gre-jf 
l-oufc*  ao,  ai.  AtJ  t {'urges  Vr  -  to  fee 
ywtkjf*}  fulls t  and  to  rtcnrge  the  -nrhcU  pf 
ih  cOKveUjthn t  vlihiftiy,  and  neitl  aialnU 
irror,  with  a  hccomwj  m  fh»efi  uffff'i,  c.s 
ts :oft  likely  to  h  ficc ffisfuly  22* — 16-  p*  1^9. 


L 

'Chap.  II, 

Th  afoftU  direBi  Timothy  to  the  grace ,  that 
n  Ut  Conjl,  fir  all  fpWUuttI  fhcugth,  T, 
jc7  shirts  him  to  take  care  i  hut  there  be  afit- 
ettfcn  ef  filtbfil  m:niftersy  and  to  f-rrfcvere 
in  t;s  ovm  work,  Wr  h  tonjlatxy  and  dffigvtUCy 
like  a  hldicr,  a  and  a  hajhiiud- 

phil,  rrcuvr agiitg  him  hereocta  ly  his  own 
ex*ntpfcy  and  affitrancfs  of  a  happy  ijfit  tj 
filthfnlnefsy  A  drifts  him  to  guard 

j%* inft  ft rtving  ahuv*  aMprofiaiU  and  pemi- 


-Chat,  TIT. 

The  apoftk  fir et elf  the  rfi  *f  Jnrgrr tits  cne- 
*™cs  to  the  truth  and  hsTxcfs  of  fU  y tfpel, 
r, — 9,  Tropofts  his  0* ^  example  jar  7i^ 
i^f/Vjr  intititfwiy  in  QPPifif-on  to  ther*\ 

And  exhorts  Tun  to  perftft  in  the 
he  bad  le^n:ed  f  out  Lint,  and  fro**t 
ih  h.lyfirii'breit  wh'd  at  e  of  d  vit<e  i> f >  i- 
rxtit'^  A-jd  a  Cry  w‘s  :  f  fir  tic  not  left 

14,— j  7.  p. 
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Cbrifl's  prc-endncKcf  above  the  oagets,  and 
&evs  that  Itisjnffitringi  are  nc  objection  egdixfi 
;h  St — 9-  Opens  toe  ground  uni  rcffin  tf 
ids  fuftrinis*  and  the  fitncfi  of  that  ti/pcn/v* 
sknt  whitS  laid  out  bis  way  through  them  to 
Aij  mediatorial  gUrjy  ic, — 13.  And  Unis 
w  to  the  incarnation  of  Chtifi  ,  in  oppo/ffierrto 

hh  cffuifHng  the  nature  of  tiwis^  as  nttefifa- 

ry  1c  the  tifikarge  of  bis  psufilya fficc,  14,— 

p*i67* 

Chav.  Iff, 

The  apofile  fiucius  the  fuperior  “worth  and 
dignity  of  Chrifi,  in  bis  ptrf 9  n  and  pro¬ 
phetic  office,  part ieu.hr If  abc  vt  Moles, 

<*  6*  And  ref  re fenU  to  the  Hebrew*, 

from  that  example  of  their  ttftbe Having 
arzccfiors,  the  fin  and  danger  of  tufidAt* 
ty  and  opofiacfy  and  the  net* fifty  of  f sith 
In  Chrifi,  ana  of  a  fitdfafi  adberaue*  to 
him,  in  order  to  their  entering  into  the 
heavenly  refi,  7— *9*  P’  *  79- 

Chap.  IVr 

T'oe apo file  inculcates  an  humble  Cnuthas 

fear  upon  the  Hebrews,  lefi  any  of  them 
Jhonld  come  fiort  of  the  promifed  refi 
through  unbelief,  it  i.  Shews  the  much 
greater  excellent*  of  the  he-svs nly  refi, 
“which  is  fropofcdln  the  gOf pel,  than  that 
of  the  earthly  Canaaa,  with  was  fet 
before  the  Ur  at  life*  Utoder  the  Lip,  J, — 
10*  And  concludes  with  the  mofi  awake¬ 
ning  and  encouraging  arguments  and  mo* 
lives  to  faith  and  befe  la  our  approach¬ 
es  to  God,  1 1,-16.  p,  i$g, 

CfjAPr  V, 

The  apo file  fets  forth  the  office  ond  duty 
of  a  high  prieft,  1, — i  Shews  how  a* 
buTtdantly  this  is  on f we  red  in  Qhrt fit's 
fuper-ctmmnt  call  to,  and  iif  charge  of 

that  office,  5,-10.  And  reproves  the 
Chrifi  tan  Hebrews  f sr  thei  rfiotbf Hmf s 
and  little  progrtfs  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  truths  of  the  gaff  cl  that  were  prefi* 
gured  iy  the  law,  it, — 14*  £■  301- 


Chap*  YU. ^ 

The  of  9 file  returns  from  his  Sgreffion  to 
the  eovtput  if  on  he  h.*d  prop# fed  to  mche 
between  the  prie flood  of  Mddnfeikr, 
aad  of  Chrifi,  in  whxh  he  gives  an  <;<  - 
count  of  Me  Jcli  1  It  dec,  1,— *3. 
the  excellency  of  hi*  above  the  LeviiiCisl 
fni-Jhhood9  4.— 10.  Applies  all  this  to 
Chrifi,  to  f  t  forth  th*.  j uptrior  dignity 
and ^e rfclf/pn  of  bis  priefihoad,  even 
to  tic  fupercediflg  and  d}f annulling  of 
that  which  was  after  the  order  of  Aa¬ 
ron  under  the  Liu*,  T  J,— 34'  As/ddr.,Ws 

infer* ttes  from  this,  to  the  cHC&itraje- 
meKt  of  the  fill  b  and  hope  of  the  chat  c  \ 

ij, — 20,  p*  jii* 

Chap  VHI, 

The  dfofitc,  having  fixsi fired  his  urges  *teutt 
drown  front  the  comp  jr if Ok  of  the  pf\cfi* 
ho 0  t  of  MvIcbiCeilec  with  that  of  , 
rorij  fines  tbA  hu  visits  defigir  therein 
mss  to  demon fi  mi  c  the  e^cellsncy  of 
Chrifi3*  p<  i  fi-'vtjJ  AqVi'  that  of  2uroji, 
which  he  adds  fit II  fnrtinr  light  to,  hr 
computing  hhn  v>:rhf  ami  prefer  -  rag  h{rt 
to  the  if.go  prirfis  unUr  the  Lew*  vt*lb 

refpedt  to  the  pine  where  he  officiates* 
the  f scri fie  he  offiers,  and  the  covenant 
of  which  he  is  the  medlitor,  1,-6-  And 
he  goes  by  way  of  digrrjfien*  into  a  re- 
pr<f :ntn  ft  on  of  the  g  res  t  excellence  *f 
this  covenant  tue  former,  nobicuir 
now  aboil  fie  d4  7,— JJ.  '  p.  jji. 

Chap.  IX* 

The  of  0 fik  returning  to  his  main  argument* 
gives  an  account  of  the  fcwiih  tsier- 
mcle  and  its  utenfils,  i,< — $t  Shews  their 
it f?  and  meaning,  as  te  their  figurative 
fet  vices  a>A  faerfices,  Gf‘ — lo.  hi* phi  nr 
thei r  itcconi pVfism  ent  in  C  hrifi ,  1 1 , — 2  3  , 
An*  infer*  the  net* ffity,  f*j>er/er  digni¬ 
ty  and  efficacy  of  his  pricfiboct  and  J  itri- 
fice,  in  an  applcc-ticn  of  what  he  had  fai£ 
about  thofe  that  belonged  to  the  taberna* 
clc  under  the  laitr,  — 20.  p,  345* 


Chap*  TL  Chap-  X* 

^fhe  apo file  intimates  hts  defigrt  of  giving  The  afofiU  Jhuts  up  hsi  mjtn  argument 
the  Hebrew*  higher  in firt/*hom9  end  ex-  relating  to  the  iTtfufficicrtfj  of  oil  legal 

cites  t  be  iff  to  greater  proficiency  than  faerfiees  for  taking  sway  fin,  t,— 4-  And 

they  bad  yet  made  in  the  do  Hr  tne  of  Chrifi  to  the  nece fifty  and  efficacy  of  tic  fserb 

I, — 3-  To  enforce  this  upots  them,  he  fic*  of  chrifi  for  tkit  pvrpofe  according 

dtferibes  the  dreadful  nature  ond  con  ft*  to  the  tenor  of  the  new  covenant,  wbien 

fttence  of  apofiacy  in  the  mofi  moving  contains  the  f abfi  sntial  Me  fifing*  that  the 

fi rains,  4—0.  Sweetly  infinaateJ  Ms  lavrioas  only  the  fiadow  cf,  5,-10,  And 

great  fatis fall  ion,  as  to  the  better  part  having  fitt/fied  the  do^rinal,  be  enters 

of  them,  notivitbfi anting  what  ht  had  on  the  pr&iitical  part  of  the  cpifile,  by 

hem  faying  about  apofiates,  9*  10.  And  12MV  of  inference  /torn  the  preceding 

tnco  usages  them  to  p  erf  eve  tones  in  foti  k  di jeourf ?,  from  w  hi eh  he  draws  an  3  rg  st¬ 
and  holimfs,  from  the  experience  of  0*  ment  for  holy  boUnefs  in  the  believers 

ther  fineere  believers,  ana  from  the  pro-  Acetfs  to  God  through  J efui  Chrifi, 

mife  and  oath  of  God  to  Abraham>  and  19, — 32,  And  for  fiedfafinefs  in  tbr 
to  aft  tho  heirs  of  faltuslot*,  ti, — ^  faitht  and  excitations  to  mutual  love  and 

p.  308*  duty? 
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dvtfi  and  to  frequent  affiant  lit, i git  age-  mends  to  them  pca€t  and  bolinefs,  sfif 

ther  for  religious  Vttrfirp,  23,-25.  And  can  tie#*  them  again fi  acting  a  ptofatw 

then  be  warns  them  of  the  Mtrgcr  of  a*  p.\ rt,  like  Efau,  in  def Offing  fpiritual 

pofiacy,  2 6,— 31*  Reminds  them  of  thrir  hl.ffirtgSj  14,- — l?-  And  enfo*tes  hisar- 

former  Hlumlitd.Oti,  and  fn fieri  tigs  with  gutnent  by  *i  con  fid  ere  tie  tt  of  the  much 

patience  and  f pint  ual  joy,  %2, —  J4-  And  grift  Ur  excellency  of  the  New,  than  the 

encourages  them  to  mAutain  their  btly  Old  Te flame  nt-dif pen fAtiovt  jS,— *19-  p- 

frofzfituu  to  the  end  of  their  days,  4*1* 

39-  "p.  3^4.  Chap*  X1JL 

Chap.  XE.  Tee  apt  file  exhorts  to  the  various  duties  of 

The  ape  file  defer  ihes  the  excellent  nature  brotherlj  love,  hoffitaiitj,  Chrifiton  fymm 

and  efficacy  9 f faith,  1  f—  3.  Kxem p  lifi  cs  it  palhy,  marr  legc~  ch  ofiity ,  rente  nte  dm  ft 

in  fe  verst  in  fiances  and  eficCfs,  vntb  An  with  fucb  worldly  tUcumfiames  as  p*o* 

if itimat sen  of  its  ucce  fifty,  front  the  fall  vhtcucc  allots  to  uj,  and  paying  due  rc+ 

of  man  to  Ncah’-f  days,  4,-^.  From  Jpt$  to  the  infiru&iom,  example*  and 

Xoali  fr  Moles,  7, — 23  And  from  Mo-  memory  of  faiibf/flpitjhrs,  tl—S^  Can- 

f«  to  the  end  of  the  Old  Tefiamcnt'&f-  tiOfis  agiuttfi  being  carried  away  with  Jew- 

pettfitiim,  34*— 39-  And  oonctudfsimth  ilh  dodtrines  and  ceremonies-,  which  are 

*  dec l,i  rath  n  of  the  fi  ill  let  ter  fi  aU  of  f  ulfi lied  in  Cbrt J)  t  the  gef pel  Bigh  Pete  fi 

be  fte  vers  under  the  gofpeUdsffenfatieit,  altar  end  fieri  fee*  9*— 14.  Adds  fur- 

?cr*  40-  p*  3%i*  tbtr  exhortations  to  duties,  that  relate 

Chap.  XIIp  hGod*  to  tur  neighbour,  and  them  that 

The  apo file,  from  the  preceding  account  of  are  fei  over  us  in  the  Lord,  i$t  —17-  Be¬ 
ths  faith  of  Old  Tefiamcnfrbe  fevers  fires  the  prayers  of  the  Hebrews,  and 

under  all  their  difficulties,  exhorts  the  PTi'}s  for  them,  l8t — a  j.  Rt commends 

Hebrews  to  confi  nitty  $nd p&fevoranCeln  what  be  bad  wrote  in  this  tpijlle  to  their 

faith  and  patience,  under  all  their  trials  ferious  con fide  ratio  n  ;  gives  them  hopes 

at  A  iifii.ftioKS  ;  amt,  fit  II  further  to  ejt'  of  hh  own  and  Timothy*/  coming  to 

courage  them  thereunto.  Jets  before  them  fee  them  ;  and  concludes  with  his  ufual 

the  more  eminent  example  of  Chit  ft,  and  faint asions  snd  hencdtAion*  32,-25-  p- 

the  gracious  defign  of  God  in  ait  the  433, 

/ aff  t  tings  titty  endured*  I*— r3.  fecatts-  ’ 
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In  the  Form  of  a  Paraphrase. 


The  Preface  to  the  Epistle  to  the  PHILIPPIANS. 

PHILIPPI  wag  a  confiderable  city  of  Macedonia  and  the  firfl: 

city  of  that  province,  with  regard  to  its  Gtuation  in  tbe  way  from 
Thrace  to  Macedonia*  (See  the  note  on  AUt  xri.  1 1,  12.)  It  Was  cal¬ 
led  Philippi  from  Philip  of  Macedon,  the  father  of  Alexander  the  Great, 
who  enlarged  and  fortified  it,  and  gave  it  that  name.  And  ir  was  fa¬ 
mous  for  the  battles  that  were  afterward  fought  in  its  neighbouring 
Helds,  between  Auguftus  and  Mark  Anthony  on  one  fide,  and  Bratus 
and  Cafft us  on  the  other,  in  which  the  former  were  victorious. 

The  apoftle 'j’uu/  was  called  by  a  vifion  to  preach  the  gofpel  at  thi? 
city;  and  God  fucceeded  his  labours  thereto  the  converGon  of  Lydia 
and  the  jailor,  AEis  xvi.|  and  in  procefs  of  time,  many  others,  both 
Jnvs  and  GentiUit  were  brought  over  to  the  faith  of  Chrifl,  info  much 
that  a  famous  church  was  eredted,  and  completely  furnithed  with  pro* 
per  officers,  relating  to  its  fpiritual  and  temporal  concerns.  [Chap* 
i.  1.) 

The  apoflle  vifited  them  afterwards  again,  AEh  xx.  1,-6.  who  had 
a  mighty  affeftion  for  him,  and  he  for  them  ;  and,  iij  their  abundant 
love  to  him,  they  diftirguiQied  themfelves  above  all  other  churches, 
by  fending  leafonab/e  and  liberal  fnpplies  for  his  maintenance,  when 
be  was  at  Theffalmica ;  and  now  again,  white  he  was  a  prtfoner  at 
Rome  1  from  whence,  about  the  year  of  our  Lord,  fay  Jo  me  6o,  fty 
others  63,  he  Tent  this  Epiltlc  to  them  by  the  hand  of  Epapbraditus , 
by  whom  he  had  received  their  generous  contributions,  together  with 
an  account  of  their  tender  concern  at  the  troubles  that  had.  befallen 
him,  and  of  their  continuing  ftedfaflly  in  the  do&rine  of  the  gofpcl, 
notwicbftanding  the  attempts  of  fome  Jitdaizers  among  rhem,  ro  di¬ 
vide  and  feduce  them :  and  the  chief  defign  of  bis  cpiflie  was  to  fortify 

Vol.  V.  t  A  them 


2  The  Epifik  to  the  Ph  I lippians  paraphrafed*  Ch,  L 

them  ftill  farther  againft  thefe  feducers,  ^nd  encourage  them  to  abide 
in  the  faith  of  Chrift,  notwithftanding  ail  oppoGtion. 

Accordingly  he  begins  his  E pi (Uc  with  hearty  thankfgivings  to  God 
for  the  eminent  grace  be  ft  owed  upon  them,  and  for  their  afftftionate 
regards  to  himfelf  j  expfcffcs  his  ardent  Wve  to  them*  and  great  laiisf ac¬ 
tion  in  them,  and  affures  them,  that  his  bonds  were  overruled  for 
the  furtherance  of  the  gofpel  j  that  he  was  calm  and  comfortable 
under  them,  and  was  confident*  that  in  a  little  time  he  ftiould  be 
rcleafed  from  them,  as  it  proved  in  the  event  \  and  fo  encourages 
them  to  be  eafy  as  to  him,  and  to  bear  up  with  Chriftbn  forti¬ 
tude  under  the  fufferings  which  they  themfebes  endured  for  the  fake 
of  Chrift  and  the  gGlpel,  chap*  i.  He  exhorts  them  ro  Jove  and  union, 
public-fpiricednefs  and  lowHnefs  of  mind,  which  he  recommends  to 
them,  by  the  mat  chiefs  and  furprifing  example  of  Chrift**  humbling 
himfelf j  and  hopes  to  fend  Timothy^  and  to  come  afterwards  kimfelf 
to  hrip  them  {till  further  in  their  fpimual  affairs,  chap,  it,  Encou¬ 
rages  their  holy  joy  in  Chrift  \  cautions  them  again (l  the  attempts  of 
Jud&izersy  with  whom  he  compares  himfelf,  and  (hews  the  happy 
change  that  was  made  upon  him  by  divine  grace,  and  the  principles 
and  views,  with  which  he  afted  in  oppoGtion  to  theirs  j  and  which  he 
propofes  to  the  imitation  of  the  Pbilipfianh  chap,  iiu  And  eSofes  the 
Epiille  with  ciprcffions  of  great  tendemefs  toward  them,  and  toward 
fomc  particular  perftma  among  them,  with  exhortations  to  feveral  reli¬ 
gious  and  moral  duties,  with  repeated  grateful  acknowledgments  of 
their  favours  to  him,  and  with  a  doxobgy,  falutatious,  and  his  ufuat 
benediction,  chap *  iiv 


e 


CHAP.  I.  -• 

The  apoftte  Paul-  injeribes  this  Epiftle  to  the  church  and  its  t^cers  at 
Philippi,  in  the  falutation  of  -whom  Timothy  joins  with  him,  ver,  I, 
‘Z.  Offers  up  thanif givings  and  prayers  to  Cad  far  them,  on  account 
iff  the  good  i oork  of  grace  which  he  was  fatisfied  would  he  perfeBed, 
as  in  the  judgment  ef  charity ,  and  fervour  of  bis  love,  ha  hoped  this 
■  centersing  them  all ,  3,-7.  He  expreffes  his  affeBion  to  them,  and 
f  ours  cut  an  excellent  prayer  for  than,  8* — 12.  Fortifies  them  a* 
gainft  dejeBitn  at  his  fufferings,  which  turned'  to  goed  account.,  in 
exciting  others  to  preach  Chrift,  13,— -20.  Tells  them  that  be  flcod 
prepared  for  glorifying  Chrift  by  life ,  or  dtath,  2 1,-26.  And  ex- 
harts  them  to  all  holy  converfation,  zeal,  and  conftancy  in  the  prefef- 
Jion  of  the  gofpel ,  votw ithftandi tig  all  the  cppojition  of  their  aivtrfa * 
fanes,  27, — 30, 


Tsut. 

PA  V  I.  and  Ti- 

(he , 

fcmuts  of  Jefui 
Chrift,  tu  all  the  ' 
faints  in  Chrift 
J:fc»v  which  ctc 
airPhilippi,  wi:h 

tb* 


Paraphrase, 

pAUL,  and  Tim^thyf  who  concurs  with  him  in'af* 
fe&ion  and  approbation  of  what  he  writes,  (fee 
the  note  on  i.  Cor.  L  i*)  as  being  joint^fervants  of  Jefu  s 
Chrift,  to  minifter  hi$  gofpel,  and  promote  his  king  - 
dom  and  glory ;  we  cordially  unite  in  this  addrefe  to 

fhi' 


Ch. 


i. 


The  Epijilt  to  the  Philip  pi  ans  paraphra/ed. 


1 


the  bifhopt  and 
dcicon* r 
x  Uraccfruu- 
to  you,  and  puce 
trim  God  oor 
F  ather,  and  frsw 
the  Lord  Jdus 
Chrift. 


;  I  think  my 
God  upon  every 
rcaicmbrance  of 
you* 


4  (Ahwyi  in 
every  prayer  of 
mine  fur  you  all, 

making  requeft 

with  foy,) 

5  For  your  fel¬ 
low  [hip  in  the 
gofpel,  from  the 

(if  (l  day  Lift  ill 
now; 


* 

the  church  of  Chrifl,  which  ^ordinarily  meets*  as  the 
feat  of  all  ordinances  at  Phitippiy  and  con  fids  of  vifi- 
bly,  and  we  tnift  of  really  fan£tified  perfons,  ( ver .  7.} 
through  vital  onion  with,  and  influence  from  Jefos 
Chritl,  the  head  of  the  body :  And  as  ye  area  complete- 
ly  organized  church,  furnifhed  with  proper  officers; 
with  paftors  to  infpe£t,  prefide  and  watch  over  yottr 
fouls,  and  your  fpiritual  concerns,  and  to  feed  you  with 
knowledge  and  underftanding  *  ;  and  with  deacons  to 
take  care  of  your  temporal  affairs,  and  efpecially  cf 
your  poor,  {Acts,  vi*  r, — $*)  according  to  the  order  of 
the  gofpel,  we  include  theft,  together  with  the  private 
members,  in  what  follows,  as  may  be  applicable  to  them 
refpefUvely ;  and  particularly  do  to  in  our  molt  foleirm 
willies,  that  the  divine  favour,  with  all  its  diftingnifrk- 
ing  effects,  and  every  kind  of  profperity,  efpeciaHy  in 
what  relates  to  your  fouls,  may  abound  toward  you  from 
God,  our  covenant-God  and  Father,  as  the  fpring  aiul 
fountain  of  all  grace,  and  from  the  anointed  Lord  and 
Saviour,  as  the  purchafer  and  diftrlbutcr  of  all  its  blef- 
Cogs  to  you  as  well  as  to  us. 

3  My  foul  is  filled  with  ttwnkfgiving  and  praife  to 
God*  whofe  I  am,  and  whom  1  ferve,  who  put" me  into 
the  nitniftry,  and  made  me  in ftru mental  to  your  conver- 
Con,  I  cannot  but  blefs  his  hojy  name,  from  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  my  heart,  as  often  as  I  think  of  you,  and  of 
what  God  has  done  for  and  by  you. 

4,  5  I  find  myfclf  fweetly  conflrained  to  make  men¬ 
tion  of  you  all,  in  every  ftated  and  fofemn  addrefs  to 
God,  through  the  great  Mediator,  prefenting  my  earndt 
and  fervent  ftipplt  cations  at  the  throne  of  grace,  for  e* 
very  one  of  you,  with  abundance  of  pleafure,r  together 
with  the  moft  chearful  thankfgivings,  (vrr,  3.)  for  your 
admiffion,  through  faith,  unto  all  the  rich  and  glorious 
privileges,  promifes,  hopes  and  enjoyments  of  thegof- 
peMlate  ;  and  for  your  communion  with  God,  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  Spn,  apd  Spirit,  and  one  with' another ;  asalfofor 
your  readily  communicating  to  the  fuppoit  of  the  gof¬ 
pel,  and  particularly  to  me  in  all  my  fufferings  for  its 
fake  j  and  for  your  continuing,  with  ftedfalmefs  and 
perfeveraner,  in  all  thefe  excellent  things,  from  the  day 
of  your  converfion,  to  this  very  time,  notwuliftandinjr 

all 


N  O 

*  Bipcbs  or  Gvetftcr$  (tTitrx**oit)  *■&  of 
(ti;  fame  import  *iih,  ami  proroiJcuoufly  n* 
fed  fot.tltitrt  or  of  panic* Ur  church* 
cs,  aj  appears  from  Afh  m.  iS.  l  it* 
i  f»— 3Df}  f  ptt,  ¥,  X,  3»:  Ami 
i;r  thicr\t  and  '^r^*st  a&  (av  as  appcjre-tYnra 


T  E* 

-only  different  ortfm  of  flfti itw  is  ibe  apofte- 
tical  churches,  thoogh  in  lone  oi  them*  or- 
enfant  io  requiring.  as  in  this  church  at 
PkihptU  there  were  wore  than  nnc  paflor  iti 
a  clinch*  (See  the  Tension  at  the  ordination 
of  Mr  J7fl.  OS*  17) 


4  The  EpiJlU  to  the  Phihfpiah3  parapbraftd.  Cb.  U 


6  Being  <v*rifi. 
of  this  very 
thtip,  that  he 
which  hath  begun 

a  good  work  in 
yon  will  perform 
it  until  the  day 

of  jeliu  Chiitt : 


7  Even  as  It  Is 
meet  for  me  to 
tli ink  this  of  you 
all,  IttCiiufc  1  have 
you  in  my  h^art* 
in  as  much  at 
both  in  IT.  y  bon  Js, 
and  in  the  do 
fence  and  confir¬ 
mation  of  the 
jpfptf,  ye  all  are 
[tarukci*  of  my 

yrjee. 


all  the  oppofition  of  your  enemies,  and  the  perfecutions 
ye  have  endured,  {ver*  a 8,  29,  30.)  And  my  joy,  on 
this  account,  greatly  abounds  } 

6  Being  certainly  allured,  from  the  teftimony  of  God 
in  his  word,  from  tbe  immortal  nature  of  the  feed  of 
grace,  from  the  unchangeablenefs  of  bis  lore'  and  bis 
covenant  and  from  the  merit  of  the  dear  Redeemer,  and 
tbe  indwelling  of  his  Spirit,  that  God,  who,  in  the 
riches  of  his  free  favour,  has  begun  to  work  the  beft  of 
all  works  in  you  *,  even  the  work  of  faith,  and  of 
heart~changing  grace,  whereby  ye  are  brought  into  the 
fcllowfhip  of  the  gofpei,  (t»er.  5.)  will  undoubtedly, 
in  his  faithfulocfs,  carry  on,  maintain  and  increafe  it, 
by  his  almighty  power,  all  the  days  of  your  lives,  till 
he  Ihalt  perfect  or  finilh  it,  at  the  great  day  of  Cbrift’s 
coining  to  be  glorified  in  his  faint  s^  and  admired  in  all 
them  that  believe ,  (2  Thef.  i.  10.)  1  am  fully  fatisfitd 
of  this  important  point,  with  regard  to  every  one  that 
hath  received  the  grace  of  God  in  truth. 

7  And,  as  ye  have  already  made  fuch  a  credible  and 
honourable  profcUion  of  Chriit,  and  fo  ftedfaflly  abode 
in  it,  and  given  fucb  evident  proofs  of  your  Cncerity 
therein  hitherto,  1  am  bound  in  the  judgment  of  cha¬ 
rity,  and  it  is  highly.rcalbnable  and  becoming  me,  to 
fuppofe,  that  this  good  work  is  really  begun  in  the  whole 
church :  And,  I  am  tbe  rather  inclined  to  entertain  this 
charitable  hope  concerning  you  all ;  becaufe,  as  love 
thinks  no  evil,  hu $  hopes  all  things ,  (1  Cor. 'xiii.  5,  7.) 
ye  are  exceeding  dfear  to  me,  and- lye  much  upon  my 
neart,  in  my  addreffes  to  God  on  your  behalf ;  foraf- 
jnucb  as  ye  maniWUy1  appear  to  be  partakers  of  rhe 
fame  faring  grace  with  myfeif,  and  have  difeovered  it 
in  your  patiently  enduring  tribulations,  as  I  myfeif  dn, 
and  in  your  Chriftian  fymparhy  with  me,  and  concur¬ 
rent  afhfbuiccs,  both  in  the  imprifonment  I  now  fuller 

for 


N  0 

*  A  jjwrf  vtyrk  Is  referred  by  fame  to  their 
to  fbeapofllc;  but  that  was  a  g;Hxt 
ivork  dost  by  ihcWj  nther  than  btpn  by  the 
*  petition  of  God  thdm ;  and  It  teems  too 
mercenary  and  fcffifh,  for  one  of  the  apo- 
ftle's  generous  and  diGmercftcd  fpirit,  to  ex- 
pitH  iuch  wonderful  joy  and  tbaokfiinefs 
merely,  or  chiefly  on  that  account;  and,  in 
the  foregoing  verfc,  he  had  fpokc  of  rfccir 

in  the gofycU  as  the  maitcr  of  this 
joy  and  praifc,  with  reference  to  which,  he 
fpenks  of  hu  being  confident,  ilut  he  who 
had  tegun  this  good  work,  would  perform 
or  fintOi  it,  (fTiri^ftrid  until  the  day  of  Jc- 
fo  Chri(l.  I  therefore  rake  ii  to  fientfy  tbe 
-rtCrk  tf  faith  1  or  of  jrjw  la  the  whoje 


T  E, 

coiDptfa  of  it,  which  God  had  wrought  in 
tlvem ;  And,  as  fuch  a  com  prehen  five  inter* 
pmadon  give?  ns  the  heft  Bca  of  trie  a |w  Ale's 
joy  and  prche  on  their  behalf;  lo  it  msltr 
his  ieiuiments  more  ufcrul  and  applicable  :o 
the  church  id  all  ages,  than  n>  Cw-fine  it  to 
the  particular  rireum fiance  of  liberality  hi  the 
PMft^.tds  tofcanft  him*  The  extremely  li¬ 
mited  faifc  that  feme  expositor*  altect  tu 
gWcof  thif,  and  tnuiy  other  of  the 

New  "I'd lament,  apparently  narrow;  the  tdJo 
of  faith  and  practice,  mid  the  comfort  nr  the 
fetiptures  in  their  reference  to  us,  as  tf  they 
wtre  not 'of  fuch  ftandin^and  extertlWe  me 
as  I  am  perfnaded  the  Spirit  of  God  defined 
them  to  be. 


Ch»  i. 


Tht  EpijtU  u  iht  Philippian^  paraphr&ftd* 


my  labours'  for  the 
cavils  of  its  adver- 
of  it,  by  word  amt 
and  efUblHhment  of 


for  the  cnlife  of  Chrift,  and  in  all 
defence  of  thegofpel,  againft  the 
fa  rice  ?  and  for  the  confirmation 
deed,  to  the  confutation  of  them, 
the  faints- 

■ 

n  *  w  ®  For  ]  can  appeal  to  God,  who  knows  my  heart, 

"iLil/Tlnng'a*  ^at  I  am  exceedingly  defirous  of  the  fpi ritual  and  efer- 
tet  ynn  all,  in  the  nal  welfarcof  every  one  of  you  $  and  that  1  even  long, 
Cfaral*  °f  lclM  *f  it  he  his  will,  to  fee  you  all  again,  that  1  may  be  in* 

ftrumental,  in  his  hand,  of  (till  further  helping  forward 
his  good  work  in  you:  And  he  is  witnefs  that  my  ar¬ 
dent  delire  for,  and  after  you,  is  not  merely  from  hu¬ 
man  gratitude,  on  account  of  your  benevolence  to  me, 
or  from  any  carnal  or  worldly  confiderations  whatfo* 
ever ;  bur  that  it  is  chiefly  of  a  fpiritual  nature,  for  the 
fake  of  Cbrill ;  becaufe  I  look  upon  you  as  his  members, 
dear  to  him  *,  and  am  moved  with  the  in  mod  bowels  of 
melting  affe&ion  toward  you,  under  a  fenfe,  and  in 
imitation  of  his  tendered  love  and  pity,  wherein  he 
laid  down  his  life,  that  ye  might  be  fayed. 

9  And,  in  the  fervor  of  my  affeftion  fur  yon,  I  ear- 


9  And  dm  I 


mort  in  knetf- 
-Icdtrc,  and  in  ill 

w  * 

judgment  | 


to  That  yc  may 


We ’ma'h abJwvl  ne^Y  b«g  of  God,  that  your  love  to  him,  and  his  Son, 
yn  more  and  to  me  and  his  people,  word  and  ways,  which  dwells 

in  you,  and  already  works,  and  has  eminently  (hown 
itfelf  in  you*  as  it  ought  in  every  church- member,  may 
(till  more  abound  and  urcrcafe  with ,  and  under  the  go¬ 
vernment  of,  growing  knowledge  and  experience*  at* 
being  ted  imo  the  dodlrnie  of  Chrift,  and  fettled*  after 
the  bell  manner,  id  your  judgment  and  fpiritual  fenfe* 

rw»  aurhru)  a$  fQ  [hC  whole  of  ITS  lyftem  J 

IO  That  ye  may  carefully  examine*  try*  and  prove, 

thi^Trt  cxref  (flf  r*  aftd  thereupon  difeern  and  approve  the 

Knt;  thuyemey  things  that  differ  in  themfelvcs,  byway  of  preference 
be  imew,  and  to  all  others;  and  that  differ  in  my  preaching  from 

tTi(1U^hc  da^of  W^at  *s  Slivered  by  falfe  teachers*  and*  upon  trial* 
Oiriit*  r  °  prove  them felvcs  to  be  truly  valuable  and  important; 

that  fo  ye  may  be  found  to  be  genuine  Chriftians*  pure 
in  heart  and  life,  free  from  all  hypoccify  and  deceit  in 
your  holy  profeffion,  and  uncorrupted  in  your  princi¬ 
ples  and  deGgas,  Temper  and  behaviour,  when  judged 
of  in  the  light  of  the  word  of  God,  and  tried  by  that 
infallible  ftandard  of  tnith  and  holinefsf;  and  may 

have  a  conference  void  of  offence  toward  God  and  man, 

and 


f  Sjjv<v*  '(fiUttfWt)  is  a  mtfspW,  ta, 
J«u  either  from  things  that  arc  cl*rifycd  by 
t he  heat,  or  ckj mined  and  nf  bjr  the 

JilM  of  the  fan-beams  ;  and  io  arc  found* 
yfeo  the  ftritti.'rt  trbl,  be  por^  lihJ  iiicoi-- 


N  O  T  H* 

nij>r;  And  i titb&t*/  *$enc€y  io:)  is 

a  v.icuphor,  taken  lr*>m  pcrlcms  :hat  g*  oA 
ihdr  way  nlxvcJy>  jtv.d  without  Obl5MU> 
ti:  :i  py 


Cb.  i. 


The  Epiftk  the  PhiLIPPIAns  paraphrajfd. 


it  R*ing  fiikd 
with  the  finits 
rig'itcuiifiiel*, 

vhk'h  ait:  Uy 

C'jrift 

tJic  ^hrjr  and 
o£  G Ltd* 

K 


lir  Bat  Iwnuld 
ye  ftioittd  under¬ 
hand,  bf^hrccij 
thut  the  things 
which  bupptntJ 
unto  mo  have 

frlfcn  cut  rather 


iimo  the  further¬ 
ance  of  the  goC* 
pth 


T3  S^thnt  rny 
lionds  in  Chrifl 
aro  mauifetf  in 
all  i las  *  iibi.ee, 

R"d  in  other 


14  And  uiiiny 
of  the  bre_hren 
In  the  Lord* 
waxing  confident 
by  my  band*, 
are  much  rnore 
t^fd  to  Jpeak  the 
word  iv^huu; 

fe*r. 


and  be  pteferved  from  every  thing*  that  might  wound 
your  own  fpirits,  or  be  an  occafion  of  (tumbling,  or 
fallings  ro  yourfelves  or  others;  and  that  not  only  at 
certain  times,  now  and  then,  but  with  constancy  and 
perfevetance  all  your  lives  long*  as  thofe  that  expert 
an  awful  day  of  account,  and  till  Ghriil  fliail  come  to 
judge  the  world*  that  ye  may  be  approved  of  him,  as 
iincere  and  eminent  believers  then  ; 

11  Being  all  along,  and  found  at  that  day  to  be, 
trees  of  rigbteoufnefsy  the  planting  of  the  Lord}  that  he 
may  be  glorified f  (Ifa*  Ixi*  3*);  even  fuch  as,  like  trees 
richly  laden,  greatly  abound  in  the  mod  precious  fruits 
of  holincfs  and  obedience  of  every  kind,  in  their  leafon, 
(PftL  i*  3*)  which  are  right  and  equitable  in  tbemfelves, 
and  due  from  you,  according  to  the  juft  and  holy  require* 
meius-oftbcmunl  law,  that  unchangeable  ruJeofall  righ- 
teem  fuels ;  and  which  are  produced  by  virtue  derived  from 
Chrili,  {Johnxv*$)  ami  are  acceptable  to  God,  and 
turn  to  bis  honour  and  glory,  in  and  through  ibis  great 
Mediator,  (1  Pet*  ii.  5*  and  iv.  u.)  which  is  the  fu- 
preine  end  to  be  aimed  at  in  them  all* 

12  But,  that  ye  may  not  be  terrified  or  difcouraged 
at  my  (offerings  for  the  fake  of  Chrift,  I  would  fain 
have  you  know  and_confider,  my  dearly  beloved  bre* 
thren,  that  the  bonds  and  aifli£tiorts  which  have  b&- 
fdllcn  me  at  Rome,  according  to  divine  appointment, 
have  been  permitted  and  over-ruled,  by  the  wife  and 
holy  Providence  of  God,  contrary  to  all  outward  ap* 
p*e  a  ranees,  and  natural  expectations,  rather  to  the  con* 
iirmation  and  propagation,  than  to  the  disadvantage  and 
hind  try  nee  of  the  gofpeh 

13  Inform uch  that  the  hardftnps  and  imprifonraents, 

which  I  am  unabled  to  bear  with  a  becoming  patience 
and  fortitude  of  miod,.  through  the  gracious  prefence 
of  Chrift  with  me,  arc  well  known  among  all  Nerd s 
courtiers,  and  all  the  citizens  and  other  people  in  and 
round  about  to  be,  not  for  any  crime  that  I 

have  been  guilty  of,  but  merely  for  the  fake  of  Chrift, 
which  is  matter  of  glory  rather  than  fliame,  and  hath 
proved  the  happy  occafion  of  many  peopled  inquiring 
after  him,  and  believing  in  him;  among  which  aro 
foine  of  Cffari &  taoufhold,  (PhiL  iv-  22*) 

14  And,  through  the  influence  of  divine  grace, 
many  brethren  in  the  faith  of  Chrift,  and  in  the  work 
of  the  mmiftry,  being  fully  farisfied  of  tbc  juftice  and 
excellence  of  n;y  caufe,  and  of  the  power  of  the  Lord 
Jefus,  which  has  vifibfy  Supported  and  comforted  mo 
under  all  my  troubles,  and  given  fuccefc  to  his  word. 


Cb*  I 
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7 


i  y  Sum  in* 

i’ttwI  preach 

Chrift  ranofen- 
\  y  and  rtrifc  ; 
and  f«me  alfo  of 

t*vod-i#i»L 


i  ff  The  one 
prexh  Chrift  of 

ronteiHkUi ,  Mt 

finccrcly,  feppo 
£ng  to  add  afflic¬ 
tion  te  my  bonds: 


have  thereupon  taken  courage,  and  been  more  abun¬ 
dantly  animated  and  emboldened  to  preach  the  gofpcl 
with  a  greater  freedom  and  liberty  of  fpiric  than  they 
ever  were  before,  without  being  terrified  by  the  fear  of 
any  fufFerings  that  might  come  upon  them  for  it. 

*5  There  are  feme  indeed  of  the  judaizing  ChrifH- 
ans,  that  preach  up  Jefus  as  the  true  Me  flub,  and 
frveral  important  doftrines  of  filiation  by  him,  even 
from  a  fpirit  of  envy  at  my  reputation  and  fuccefsj  in 
carrying  the  gofpcl  to  the  Gtntilei%  as  well:$  Jkwj* 
and  infilling  on  juflification  through  fetch  in  Chrift  a- 
lone,  without  the  wo  ks  of  the  law*;  and  they  do 
this  wjth  a  fpirit  of  contention  and  oppofmon  to  me, 
that  they  may  fink  my  credit  and  authority,  and  ad¬ 
vance  their  own  in  -the  church;  but  there  are  others* 
that  preach  the  pure  doftrines  of  Chrift,  in  their  full 
extent,  with  all  freedom  and  delight,  even  from  an 
hearty  affeftion  to  him  and  his  gofpel,  to  immortal 
fouls,  and  to  me  his  apoftle, 

1 6  The  firftof  this  fort  of  preachers  that  fet  forth 
Chrift  in  their  mimftrations,  by  way  of  envy  and  ftrife, 
do  ir,  not  £«>**)  from  a  fincere  defice  of  propagating 
the  truth  as  it  is  id  Jefus,  and  of  glorifying  him ;  nor 
from  a  hearty  concern  to  embrace  him  themfelvcs,  and 
recommend  him  to  others}  but  rather  from  a  vain 
imagination  that  they  fliall  thereby  fupplant,  diftrefs, 
and  grieve  me,  and  fo  increafc  the  weight  of  my  pre- 
fent  afflictions;  and  that  they  fliall  be  a  means  of  pro* 
meting  the  continuance  of  my  bonds,  and,  perhaps, 
of  making  them  iffue  in  my  matyrdom,  through  the 
umbrage  that  the  government  may  take  at  thefe  con* 
tenuous  ways  of  preaching  the  word,  and  at  the  div> 
lions  which  they  may  foment,  by  that  means  among 
the  profciTors  of  Chrift* 

17  But 

T  E. 

and  woiiil,  ver.  it,  I  therefore  rather  ap¬ 
prehend  tint  they  hy  ^critically  preached 
the  true  gnfpcl  of  Chrift,  farther  tha:i  ihoy 

lioncflly  could  upon  ihur  t*i*n  priliriplri, 

Cont’tjJing  their  ftntimeurs  about  fomc  of  its 

article*,  that  they  mi^ht  draw  otf  the  affec¬ 
tion*  of  the  apofHcb  friends  from  him  10 
them  Jehus,  and  d  light  fu*  A  rife  and  di  vi¬ 
rions  among  them,  and  thertby  exafperate 

the  goTcrnment  him  2nd  hi*  adhe¬ 
rent  r.  Thb  b  ho  c-dls  preaching 

iajwctrt ly  axd  in  Mv/m tr,  in  oppolitinu 

others  who  prcaclud  hm  in  fow,  and  in 
truth  cr  npr-xhrttfs.  Bm  tone  think  that 
they  Fully  preached  the  irjr  gofpcl,  ihtiiigi 
with  Ir.lVr^rihv  fctd; 


N  O 

*  *r  U  generally ,  and  with  great  prubal>T- 
l:*v  uippofcd,  tha:  they,  wh q  prtfcbrd  (Ihriji 

C*  r^T-v  srj  fltiftt  were  converts.  that 

■fct  t  riemte  Wes  again  ft  theapoftic  /W»  and. 
on  all  oca  Hons,  did  what  they  eouU  to  binder 
his  facet  ft*  ran  him  down,  *tid  pnomoic 
hit  trooblcs  of  every  kmd:  Sul  1  cajmoc 
think,  thin,  od  this  occdton,  1  hey  preach¬ 
ed  a  quite  different  gofpel  from  the  a^fHc's 
according  to  their  own.  comipt  pAahing 
notions:  For  he.  who  fijconlUnily  and  «a* 
ion  ft  y  declaimed  again  It  thb.  as  another  ^ 
pti)  for  which,  lie  that  brought  it  was  to  be 
deemed  Kcurfed,  (Gal.  i»  8, 9  )  would  fcu.rt 
have  called  it  prrarnraf  ChriS*  as  he  <V<s  in 
1  :i*s  and  fame  follow  mg  verfes*,  much  It's 
imjuUI  have  rtjbiCtd  bt  ilt  ash:  ^yshedid 


i1*,  - 

■a  h-W  A  04 
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17  But  the  o- 
thcr  of  love, 
knowing  lim  I 
pm  far  fur  thcdc- 
fence  of  the  gof* 
pci. 


18  Vn^t  tlicn  ? 
tiirtwnhfl  ending 

rv^ry  wiVj  whe¬ 
ther  la  p  n't  cure, 
rv  in  truth  , 

thrift  preach¬ 
ed  ,  and  1 1  herein 
do  rrpice,  yea, 
AtuJ  will  rejoice 


19  For  I  know 
thatihb  Audit urn 
to  my  CtUatUin 
throinjh  your 
prayer,  and  the 
fupplyof  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  fefus 

CiuifF, 


17  But  the  other  fort  of  preachers,  that  are  ailed  by 
a  true  fpirlt  of  love  to  Chrift  and  foub,  and  to  his 
caufe  and  me  in  preaching  him,  do  it  as,  not  merely 
imagining  *»  but  as  being  well fatisfed%  on  the  fureft 
grounds,  that  I  am  appointed,  and  fet  in  the  church, 
by  a  divine,  com  million,  for  maintaining,  vindicating, 

and  defending  the  true  gofpel  of  Chriftj  and  that  1  now 
lye  in  bonds  in  order  to  my  making  an  apology  for  it, 
whenever  I  fhatl  be  brought  upon  my  trial* 

18  But,  if  contrary  views  induce  rhefe  two  parties 
to  take  occafion  to  preach  Chrift,  what  is  this  to  me  ? 
ftiall  I  return  envy  for  envy,  or  be  vexed  on  this  ac~ 
count,  asfomeef  them  fuppofc  I  would  ?  No,  though 
I  pity  them  that  are  influenced  to  it,  by  unworthy  mo¬ 
tives,  and  heartily  deteft  their  infincerity ;  yet,  which 
way  foever  the  thing  itfelf  be  done,  whether  with  dif- 
iimuhtion,  under  a  fiiam  pretext  of  zeal  for  Chrift  and 
the  gofpel,  and  the  welfare  of  fouls  ;  or  wkb  fin  cent  y 
and  uprightnefs,  to  promote  his  jntereft  and  glory,  and 
their  good,  the  faB  is,  that  Chrift  is  made  known  by 
thefe  means  at  Romet  and  round  about  it;  And,  as 
this  is  in  itfelf  matter  :of  great  joy,  Idieartily  do ;  yea, 
and,  by  the  grace  of  God,  will  rejoice  in  it,  whatsoever 
any  of  them  may  think  to  the  contrary ;  and  how  much 
foever  they  may  defign  thereby  to  ftrike  at  my  charac- 
ter,  or  even  at  my  liberty  and  life  itfelf. 

T9  For  I  am  perfuaded  in  an  bumble  dependence  u- 
pon  the  promifes  of  God,  yea,  am  fully  attired,  by 
the  revelation  of  the  Spirit,  that  even  the  word  de- 
figns  of  my  adverfaries,  in  their  preaching  the  gofpel  to 
diftrefa  me,  fhall  be  overruled  by  the  good  Providence 
of  God,  contrary  to  their  hopes,  for  uiy  enlargement 
and  deliverance  from  my  bonds,  ihatl  may  be  at  liber* 
ty  to  preach  the  gofpel  without  rellraint,  [vtr*  aj*  f) ; 

and 


N  o 

*  The  apoRfa  Tptijts  *f  bk  enemies,  ver 
16.  as  only  (a^ttfrorj  frff+fiw*  V'bich 

they  «crc  deceived)  that  tney  ftould  stdd  af¬ 
fliction  to  his  bonds ;  Lnt  in 
tbcmmto,  he  hcie  fpeAs  of  faithful  mini’ 
as  jfawifigi  or  fceing  a/Tured, 

nil  the  Arm^ett  evidence*  that  he  *4^  fit 
for  the  defence  of  the  &efp*l ;  which  may 
tote  in,  l>nrh  his  beime  appointed  to  it  m 
the  d:lcharjjc  of  his  office*  and  his  lyin^  in 
bonds,  in  order  to  his  making  a  public  aptt- 
iogj  {aTt>\ayixr}  fur  ltt  in  am  wet  to  his  ac- 
eifert :  For  the  word  here  rendered 

fitt  as  it  al(o  is  ip  Luke  ii,  jT  4,  fignilies 
likewite  to  be  fetd,  and  is  io  uauilatcd,  Mit. 

(ii,  io,  and  Luke  Jtxiii.  53. 


R  S« 

+  Spiritoaf  and  eiifnal^  as  well  tst+mfiral 

fatv'iii&ti  are  taken  into  the  paraph  rite;  be- 
canfc  1  he  fippfy  of  the  Sprit  *f  Chrift t  thro' 
which  the  apoftle  was  lutisfieJ  the  defign  of 
his  enemies  would  turn  ro  his  fair*  win, 
farms*  mod  plainly,  to  refer  to  this  fortol 
Motion,  which  he  knew  he,  by  th Lit  means, 
(Wild  be  partaker  of*  though  his  enemies 
would  have  prevented  it  by  forcing  him*  if 
pnfljbie*  ih  rough  their  evil  pra£U«s  ajjvnlb 
hintj  to  give  up  and  renounce  tbe  gafpcL 
For  the  fifplj  of  the  Spirit  relates*  not  fo 
moch  to  temper  at  %  as  to  fpirit  fat  and  ritrmat 
fahati.cn*  over  ami  above  all  temporal  ddL 
verances  which  wrre  10  k expefted  raihtr, 
u  the  tfitft  of  ibe  cper4iwis  of  provident  c 

fo 


Ch.  t. 
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and  that  all  their  malicious  attempts  againft  me  {ball 

be  fanftified  to  my  own  foul's  benefit,  as  well  as  the 
good  of  others,  and  made  fubfervieut,  Inflead  of  being 
obftruflive,  to  my  eteinal  falvation;  as,  by  means  af 
them,  1  (hall  be  helped  forward  to  it,  and  fitted  for  it 
with  the  brighter  glory,  (2  Cor.  iv.  17.)  through  the 
prayers  ;  which  ye  are  daily  putting  up,  and  I  delire 
may  ftiU  be  continued  for  me  $  and  through  the  rich 
communications  of  the  Spirit  of  Jefus  Chriu,  whereby, 
in  anfwer  to  your  prayers,  I  am  enabled  to  make  a  good 
improvement  of  all  thefe  difpenfations,  to  his  glory, 
the  advantage  of  others,  and  the  comfort  of  my  own 
foul. 

10  According  20  This  1  am  throughly  fatisfied  will  be  ihehappy 

cvent>  according  to  what  I  firmly  espetf,  and  who- 
hope,  that  in  no-  mently  defire;  namely,  that,  wbatfbever  my  adverfzrici 
thing  i  flidl  may  defign,  or  do  againft  me ;  yet  I  Qiall  never  be  fuf- 

fered*  in  any  clrcumflancc  of  things,  ro  be  alhamed  of 
aa  ilivay now  Chrift  and  his  gofpely  nor  of  my  hope  in  him  ;  but 
Chiii  jhaH  ^ajj  cnab|e£i  to  go  on  in  his  work  with  all  liberty 

my^olV,  of  fpirit  and  undaunted  courage  v  and  that  as 

fher  it  ll  hr  life  I  always,  through  grace,  have  hitherto  in  this  way  glo- 
#rfay  d«tb,  rifled  the  name  of  my  great  Lord  and  Mailer  ever  Once 

he  converted  me  and  called  me  to  the  apoflleftiip ;  fo  7 
both  now,  and  from  this  time  forward,  Chrift  fhall  be 
glorified,  and  the  power  of  his  grace  toward  me  fbaU 
be  eminently  exalted,  in  this  my  frail  mortal  body, 
whether  it  be  by  a  patient  continuance  under  fufferinge, 
and  a  further  publication  and  defence  of  the  gofpe), 
and  by  a  holy  life  and  con  ver  fat  ion  during  my  abode  in 
it;  or  by  my  luffed ng  martyrdom,  and  bravely  owning 
and  honouring  him*  in  the  moft  cruel  and  violent  death 
that  can  be  inflifted  upon  me  for  his  fake* 

m  Fnnonwto  21  For  Chrift  is  my  gain  in  living  and  dying,  as  he 
live Cbrifl, aud  j3  my  and  lives  in  me;  and  as  his  intereft  and  glo- 
to  die  u  gdir.  afe  delightful  end  I  purfue  in  both,  that  I  may 

bring  honour  to  his  name,  and  gain  over  fouls  to  him 
by  preaching  the  gofpel  while  I  live,  and  by  fealing 
my  teilimony  to  him  with  my  blood,  when  1  come  to 
die  *  ;  which  will  alfo  he  to  my  own  unfpeakable  gain 

in 


H  o  T  e  s. 


for  him,  than  from  a  fup}ty  ®/  tk  <■/ 
Cbrift  lo  hkn  ;  and  in  his  enlargement  upon 
this  fubjtA,  in  fame  follow  in  £  verfes  he 
ipcak*  of  his  fo  dfolh,  and  of  the  rich 
it] viotaf ('of  his  being  with  CirjrJ?,  as  the  ob- 
iert  of  his  earneft  dtjire  and  h&pe,  ver*  a*  >  t  }* 
*  I  hare  eonfidtred  thefe  words  (f^t  « 

f  ;**  3iptrs<r  rat  Tfl  {xn'ri&xrfir  according 

to  the  diflcient  rciidaiacs  tliet  Live  been 


given  of  them,  cither  as  they  (lird  in  our 
tranftation,  or  as  Jignlfying,  Ckrifl  U  rat  gain 
tn  tilling  find  djiag;  ort  to  me  hrxog  end Jjfoj 
Chriii  h  grim  But  they  feemto  in  elude  gain 
to  the  apollh  h'lmfelf,  as  well  as  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  Ghvilt,  it  d&uh  e  becaule  in  the 


ne>it  ycvftr*  which  may  he  eonftdered  as  an 
explier^ion  and  enlargement  <^f  Jus  thought? 
iu  :l'M.  hv  intimates.  th.*£  tttfvLr  to  live  in 

tie 
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in  the  complete  falvatioft  which  I  hope  for  through  him, 
(t fen  rg*) 

*l  22  ®*xl  ^  **  A1011^  pleafe  God  to  lengthen  out  m y 

iTthVfruit  ofmy  days  *n  mortaf  flefli,  to  preach  and  fufFcr  for  thegof- 
Ubour;  yeewhat  pel  the  great  fruit  of  my  laborious  and  painful  fer* 
I  Ot^ll  chooft  1  vices,  even  all  that  I  think  worth  living  for,  is  to  pro- 
wotnots  mote  the  honour  and  in  ter  eft  of  Chrift,  which  in  the 

end  will  alfo  turn  to  my  own  account  9  and  therefore, 
were  it  to  be  left  to  my  determination,  1  am  at  a  lofs 
to  know  whether,  upon  the  whole,  1  fbould  cboofe  life 
or  death* 


a  1  For  I  am  22  For  I  am  greatly  ft  r  ait  red  and  prefled,  in  my 

twin  two  hav-  own  thoughra,  between  two  things,  that  engage  my 
in*  t  defire  to  ferious  concern  ;  having,  on  one  hand,  an  earncll  de- 

he^with  Chrift*  ^rc  to  ^  ^r0ITI  *licum  France,  wcalcnefa,  and 

which  is  far  b«-  imperfections,  natural  and  moral,  of  this  corruptible 

ten  frail  body,  and  to  be  reteafed  by  a  departure  of  my  im¬ 

mortal  foul  from  that  I  may  be  with  Chrift,  in  his 
Immediate  prefence,  to  behold  his  glory,  which  I  (hall 
do  as  foon  as  ever  my  foul  is  ahfent  from  the  body  t  > 
{ 1  Cor ,  v.  <>.)  and  which,  far  exceeding  all  thought  or 
expreQian,  is  incomparably  better  for  myfelf,  than  any 
condition  in  the  prefent  life  can  polhbly  be. 

.  „*4  24  But  there  is  another  tbine  that,  on  the  con- 

Jefs,  to  abide  jh  _  l  /  t  *  r  *  l 

th*  flelh  i$  mnrc  trary>  my  heart  is  To  much  fet  upon,  as  to  make  me 
nfieifttl  iot  you*  defirous,  if  it  fo  pleafe  God,  of  continuing  fome  lime 

longer  in  this  prefent  mortal  body,  to  exercife  the  mi* 
niitry  which  1  bare  received  of  the  Lord  Jeftis;  and 
that  is,  becaufe,  as  I  verily  believe,  { ver *  25-)  this  is 
mall  for  your  fpirituat  benefit,  tonfidering  the  enemies, 
temptations  and  dangers  that  fur  round  you,  and  the 
help  ye  need  againfr  them;  and  therefore  I  am  willing 
to  live  for  public  fer  vice,  even  in  this  troublefome 


And,  hav¬ 
ing  this  confi¬ 
dence,  I  know 
that  I  ihatl  abide 
and  continue 
with  you  all,  for 

your 


world,  bow  much  foever  ic  may  be  my  own  perfonal 
lofs,  to  be  kept  all  that  while  out  of  heaven* 

25  And  being  in  great  hopes  that  this  noble  end  of 
my  living  in  the  body  would  be  anfwered,  by  the  blcf* 
Hng  of  God  on  my  labours,  I  am  perfuarled  in  my  own 
mind,  by  intimations  of  the  Spirit,  that  my  life  (hall 

ftill 

NOTES. 


the  flelh,  his  honouring  Chrift  be  the 
fruit  of  belabour;  buc  were  be  to  die,  this 
would  ftiU  be  fer  better  for  himfdf;  and 
therefore  he  was  in  a  ftrait  wbat  to  diocfe. 

f  If  the  foul  were  to  Aeep,  or  be  in  a 
ft  ate  of  irtfenfibiHty  at  death,  til!  the  gene* 
ral  refurce£Hon  of  the  body,  the  apoftle 
tould  have  hoped  for  no  more  advantage  by 
■dying  fwitti  than  if  he  were  to  have  lived  an- 

d/  years  longer;  sad  cctffojuetitly  could 


have  Men  in  no  flratt  between  a  define  ai 
living  here  for  the  (Vvict;  of  Chrlfl,  or  of 
dying*  to  enjoy  the  happinefs  of  being  with 
him  in  Ms  glory  j  nor  could  he  have  imicL- 
ned,  in  this  view  of  things,  that  it  would 
have  been  exceedingly  far  tatter  (x^juj  jttxX- 
iav  xfNmy)  for  himfrlf  to  die  out  of  hand, 
that)  to  live  longer  00  earth*  {See  the  we 
on  x  Cor*  v*  1.) 


Cfci. 

your  fanhcnnca 
and  joy  of  faith; 


%6  That  your 
r.'j-iicuig  day  be 
i.'iorf  abundant  In 
jelW  Chrift  fnr 
f  it,  by  mf  com* 
;o  you  again. 


IT  Only  let  ynnr 
ton  version  be  as 
it  beenmeth  the 
jjofpel  of  Chrift  i 
th-it  whether  I 

come  and  fti  yon^ 
or  die  be  a^frnt, 

I  may  hear  of 
yobr  d*1uir&,  that 
ye  Ibiid  faft  in 
one  tpirif,  *hh 
cnc  mindr  rtrir* 
i[ij  together  for 
the  faith  of  the 
fofpd ; 


Tht  Bpijlk  to  the  Philippian*  paraphraftd*  ft . 

ftill  be  preferved  for  2  while*  not  with  (landing  the 
tbreatning  afptcl  of  my  prefent  fufFefingcircumftances  j 
and  that  I  fliall  have  an  opportunity  of  feeing  and  mi* 
nt  ft  ring  to,  and  of  continuing  and  converting  for  fome 
time  with  you,  as  well  as  with  other  churches  of  the 
faints,  for  promoting  your  fpiritual  edification  ih  light 
and  grace,  comfort  and  holinefe;  and  .particularly  for 
the  further  helping  of  your  faith,  through  the  attend* 
ing  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,that  ye  may  b z filled  with 
all  joy  and  peace  in  believing^  (Rom*  ar,  13.) 

26  That  fo  your  delightful  glorying  (*=«**/**)  in  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  the  only  Saviour,  may  be  much  greater, 
on  account  of  my  being  reftored  to  you,  than  ever  it 
has  been  hitherto,  or  than  probably  it  ever  would  be, 
were  1  never  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  come  to  you  again  j 
and  may  be  abundantly  increasing  yet  more  and  more, 
thro'  the  confirmation  which  your  faith  will  receive 
by  my  wonderful  deliverance  from  imprifonment,  and 
by  means  of  the  benefit  which  ye  may  have  through 
my  mjnift  rations,  when  1  return  to  you, 

27  In  the  mean  while,  there  is  one  thing  that  I 

would  earneftly  recommend  to  you,  and  infill  upoh^as 
neccflaty  to  evidence  the  truth  of  your  fairh,  and  to 
promote  the  peace  of  your  own  fouls,  and  my  comfort 
in  jou  i  whichisj  that  your  traffic  and  be* 

haviour  in  the  world,  and  on§  towards  another,  be  an* 
fwerable  to  your  holy  citizen fh ip,  and  fuch  as  is  worthy 
your  Chriftiair~ftatc  and  chamber,  and  fuitable  to  the 
directions,  and  ornamental  to  the  principles,  privileges, 
and  obligations,  and  to  your  holy  profdfion  of  the  gof- 
pel,  which  has  Chrift  for  its  glorious  author  and  chief 
fubject ;  fo.That  whether,  when  I  may  have  opportuni¬ 
ty  of  coming  to  fee  you  again  j  or  whether,  while  hy 
providence  I  am  detained  from  you,  I  may  hear  from 
yourfelves,  or  others,  a  comfortable  account  of  the  true 
ft  ate  of  things  among  you,  as  to  your  fpiritual  concerns  ; 
and  particularly  that,  QOtwithftandibg  all  the  fubtleand 
furious  attempts  of  your  adverfaries,  ye  perfeveie  and  a- 
bide  firm  and  unftiaken,  under  the  influence  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  in  one  and  the  fame  evangelical  fpirit  of 
liberty,  truth,  and  love  j  and  unite,  as  with  one  heart 
and  foul,  and  concur  in  vigorous  efforts,  like  wreftlers, 
againft  ail  oppofition,  according  to  your  ro 

fpc£tive  ftauons  and  abilities,  for  prcferving,  propaga¬ 
ting,  and  defending  the  pure,  uncorrupted,  and  im¬ 
portant  do&rines  of  faith,  as  delivered  in  the  gofpel, 
which  ye  have  received  of  me;  and  for  promoting  the 
grace  of  faith  in  one  another,  that  it  may  be  in  lively 

cxerciCs* 
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18  Afidui 
tiling  knified  by 
jour  ■drafuta: 
:  which  fa  n>  them 
in  evident  token 
of  perdition,  bat 
to  you  of  filv4- 
lion*  and  dux  of 


%9  For  unto 
tod  it  if  given, 
in  the  betoir  of 
Chrift,  not  only 
tobclercoii  him, 
*bdt  aJ£>  to  fader 
for  hit  Jake  ; 


30  Having  the 
fame  conflict 
wkidi  ye  law  in 
10c,  aguf  now  bear 
Iflli  id  me. 


ezercife,  and  itedfaftly  profefled,  to  the  glory  of  Chrift, 
and  the  good  of  your  own  and  others  fouls. 

28  And  I  (hould  rejoice  greatly  to  hear,  that,  how 
artful,  or  cruel  and  outrageous  fo fever  the  enemies  may 
be,  who  fet  themfrlves  againft  your  faith,  and  the  pro. 
fperity  and  falvation  of-your  fouls,  ye  behave  with  Chris¬ 
tian  fortitude,  and  are  by  no- means  affrighted,  or  dif- 
cou  raged  at  their  oppo (Irion  to  you'  and  the  gatfpel, 
which  carries  indeed  a  fad  prefage  to  them,  as  a  plain 
mark  of  their  being  in  the  way  to,  and  in  the  neared 
danger  of  eternal  definition  ;  and  Ms  a  righteous  thing 
with  God  to  render  tribulation  to  them,  *  while  they 
look  upon  you,  as  a  people  obftinately  bent  upon  your 
own  min  :  But  unto  you,  that  are  per  fee  u  ted  for  the 
fake  of  Chrift,  and  bear  it  with  faith  and  patience,  ftia 
in  reality  an  evident  token  of  eternal  faJvation,  and 
that  not  of  yoorfelves,  but  of  God,  as  his  free  gifr,  who 
calls  you  to  the  trial,  and  is  able,  faithful,  and  willing 
to  Hand  by  you  in  it,  and  carry  you  through  it,  and 
crown  you  with  everlafting  Jife  at  the  end  of  it,  (See 
Mat.  y.  10, 11,  12.) 

29  For  Ms  a  diftinguifliing  honour,  which  God  gra- 
cioufly  puts  upon  you,  on  account  of  the  merit  of 
Chrift;  and,  though  flefb  and  fenfie  judge  otherwise, 
it  really  is,  and  ought  to  be  efteemed  matter  of  great 
joy;  {Jamet  i.  2.)  that  ye  (hould  not  only  be  enabled 
to  truft  in  him,  and  continue  fo  ro  do,  to  the  Javing  of 
your  fouls;  but  that  ye  (hould  alfobehelped,  patiently  to 
endure  perfecutions  for  him,  from  a  principle  of  faith, 
and -love  to  him,  and  for  his  glory  here,  that  ye  may 
be  glorified  with  him  in  a  more  illuftrious  manner  here-: 
after.  {See  Ram-,  viii.  17.) 

50  And  (lilt  further  to  reconcile  you  to,  and  keep 
you  from  fainting  under  tbofe  fufferings  for  Chrift, 
which  do,  or  may  befal  you  in  this  world,  ye  would 
do  well  to  confidcr,  that  they  are  only  the  fame  fort  of 
combat,  Iff3™)  which  yc  have  formerly  feen  me  vio¬ 
lently  exercifrd  with,  and  yet  enabled,  through  grace, 
to  fuftain  with  holy  fortitude  and  patience,  for  the  fame 
glorious  caufe,  among  yourfelves  at  Philippi ,  (Alts 
xri,  19, — 24.) ;  and  which  ye  now  hear  1  am  forely 
conflicting  with,  under  my  prefent  bonds  and  imprifon* 
rnent  at  Rsme. 


N  O  T  2. 

*  Wfcci  ft  en  rviient  tie*  i f  ptrdiing,  gUnftd  at  this  fenfr,  thongh  T  take  the  ether 
is  fappftfed  by  fence  to  man,  that  toe  jtwjb  to  he  left  {trained,  and  foil  as  well,  or  better 
oppoftn  sccouDkd  the  btlitvinj  GttrtiUs  to  fuited  to  the  ipodk'i  defi^n,  Ln  foitifr'ng 
be  fbillnatc  and  incorrigible,  and  fetuiidoned  the  jgaiuft  bong  terrified  by 

of  God  to  evariaftinc  I  hare  choir  adretfiuiw. 

R  E  C  0  L» 


Ch*  u  The  Epijtle  to  the  PHlLjppiiN?  psraphrafedL  t$ 

RECOLLECTIONS* 

How  well  are  thole  churches  fu  mi  filed  with  all  needful  officers  that  have  faiths 
Put  paftorp  and  deacons*  to  take  care  of  their  fpiritual  and  temporal  concerns  f 
And  with  what  cordial  and  devout  afletftion  ftiould  we  wifh  and  pray;  that  all 
the  blefling*  of  grace  and  peace  from  God  the  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jem  thrift* 
may  betnultipUed  to  them  and  their  officers !  They  arc  charitably  fappofed  to  be 
faints  in  Chrift;  and  it  is  matter  of  great  thank  fulnefs  to  God,  that  they  are  ad* 
milted  to,  and  continue  m  the  fclJowfhip  of  the  gofpel,  and  bear  the  evident 
traces  of  that  good  wort  of  grace  which  we  may  be  confident  its  great  Author 
will  carry  on,  till  it  be  perfected  ar  the  coming  of  Jefus  Chrift,  And  O  how  de- 
firabieisit,  that  fincenty,  lights  and  love,*  and  an  inoffenfive  deportment,  and 
high  approbation  t>f  fpiritual  things,  together  with  the  fruits  of  righteoufhefe* 
which  are,  by  Jefu&  Chrift,  to  the  praife  and  glory  of  God,  fhould  unitedly  in* 
creafe  and  abound  in  ns  !  The  preaching  of  Chrift  is  his  appointed  means  of  pro¬ 
moting  thefe  Important  ends,  as  well  as  of  the  conversion  of  linnets ;  and  he  will 
own  it  as  his  ordinance,  though  fome  may  be  influenced  by  unworthy,  hypocri¬ 
tical,  envious,  and  contentious  views,  to  engage  in  that  facred  office.  But  how 
amiable  is  it,  when  it  is  dtJcbargcd  with  fidelity,  and  with  fin  cere  affection  to 
Chrift,  to  his  iervants,  people,  and  caufe  l  However,  if  Chrift  be  really  preach¬ 
ed  according  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  whether  from  good  or  bad  motives*  we 
ought  to  rejoice  in  the  thing  itfclf :  And  it  di  leavers  a  moft  excellent  fpirit  when 
we  are  enabled  fo  to  do,  even  while  we  apprehend  it  is  defigned  to  Icflen  our  own 
jxrrfonal  credit,  comfort^  and  ufefolnefs^;  But,  whatever  others  may  intend,  God 
will  over' rule  the  fufferiUgs  of  his  faithful  femnts,  for  the  defence  and  further¬ 
ance  of  the  gofpel  ;  for  encouraging  Tome  to  appear  openly  in  the  caufe  of  Chrift; 
and  for  emboldening  their  own  faith  and  hope,  and  helping  forward  their  own 
falvatloo,  through  the  prayers  of  his  people,  and  the  fupply  of  his  Spirit.  And 
what  a  happy  ftrait  is  it  for  them  not  to  know  whether  they,  fhall  chuie  life, 
through  their  earneft  concern  to  glorify  Chrift  in  their  fervices  and  fufferings*  far 
the  edification  of  the  church;  or  ihal!  chafe  death,  through  their  vehement  de- 
fire  to  go  immediately  to  Chrift,  which  they  afftiredly  know  is  belt  of  all  for 
themfielm  i  What  an  honour  is  it  to  fuffer  with  a  right  fpirit  for  the  fake  of 
Thrift  i  And  bow  fhould  believers  efteem  this,  a  a,  well  as  faith  itfelf*  to  be  rather 
a  gift  of  grace,  on  account  of  his  merit,  than  to  be  thought  of  with  terror  J  On¬ 
ly  it  behoves  them  to  take  care,  that,  by  the  grace  of  God,  their  conversation  be 
lv>1y,  as  becomes  the  gotpel  of  Chrift,  and  that  they  ftand  faft  with  one  mind  and 
heart,  ftriving  together,  with  fervent  zeal,  tor  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
taints,  whatfoevtr  the  confluence  may  be,  as  to  this  world.  And  O  how  near 
do  they,  and  thrir  fpiritual  affairs,  lye  to  the  hearts  of  their  good  mimfters! 
They  are  continually  mindful  of  them  in  their  prayers;  they  heartily  blcfs  God 
for  them,  as  partakers  of  grace  with  themfelvcs;  they  rejoice  in  their  profperity; 
and  their  tendereft  affectionate  defire  (as  they  can  appeal  to  God)  is  toward  them* 
that  they  may  enjoy  their  company  and  communion,  and  may  be  helpful  to  them 
for  their  lupport  under  troubles,  and  for  their  furtherance  and  joy  or  faith* 


C  H  A  V*  H- 

Thf  apofile  exhorts  the  Philippians  to  a  harmonious *  kind,  and  humble 

Jpir it  and  behaviour ,  by  various  moving  arguments*  and  particularly 
by  the  example  of  Chrift y  j ^ — - 1 1  *  To  diligence  in  the  affairs  of  their 
jalvation »  in  confide  ration  of  God's  working  in  them,  1 2f  13.  To  be 
exemplary  and  itijtruEl ive  to  the  world,  and  a  comfort  to  kimfif9  14* 
— 18.  And  he  affures  them  of  his  defre,  hope+  and  purpofe  of  making 
them  a  vifit ;  and,  in  the  main  v£;';V,  cf  fending  to  them  Timothy 

and 
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and  Epaphrodirus,  both  of  which  he  receipmendt  to  their  kind  and  h- 
nourahte  regard},  19, — 30. 


Tmt. 

TF  tbert  U  there* 

A  fbtc  Miy  ronfo- 
ht  ton  10  Chrift  ,if 


any  comfort  of 
if  any  fcl- 
kwfhip  of  the 
Spirit,  if  a  nj 
bowris  and  met* 
da  * 


i  Fulfil  ye  my 
jov,  that  ye  he 
I  ike-mi  aded  *  hav¬ 
ing  the  fame  lovet 
being  of  one  ac* 
ctw,  of  one 
n)ind» 


PARAPHRASE. 

A  SI  have  expreffed  my  wiilingnefs  to  abide  in  the 
flelh  for  your  furtherance  and  joy  of  faith,  [chap. 

si.  25.)  I  would  therefore  earneftly  prefs  upon  you  the 
important  things  before  recommended,  (chap.  i.  27.) 
by  feveral  moving  confederations,  as  follow,  if  there  be 
any  authority  in  my  exhortation,  (evp****™)  as  deliver¬ 
ed  tD  you  in  the  name  of  Chrift;  or  any  argument  to 
be  drawn  from  the  excellency  of  that  confolat'pn  which 
ye  have  in  him,  and  derive  from  him}  or  if  ye  would 
comfort  me  under  m y  prefenr  tribulations  for  Chrift: 
If  any  obligation  arifes  from  a  joyous  Cenfe  of  his  love, 
and  of  the  love  of  God  in  him  to  you ;  or  from  the 
pleafure  of  your  own  love  to  him,  and  of  your  mutual 
Chriftian  love  one  to  another  ;  or  if  ye  would  have  iu 
yourfelves,  and  give  sne  the  comfort  of  my  love  to  you, 
and  of  yours  to  me:  If  there  be  any  inducement  from  a 
confideratron  of  that  holy  communion,  that  ye  have,  to¬ 
gether  with  myfdf,  in  the  fpecial  infl  unices,  gifts, 
graces,  and  communications  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which 
alfo  gives  you  a  frllvwjbip  with  the  Father,  and  with  his 
Son  Jefus  Chrift ,  (1  John  t.  3.)  or  from  a  con (i dera¬ 
tion  of  your  fpititual  fdlowfhip  one  with  another,  as 
members  of  the  fame  body,  of  which  Chrift  is  the  head ; 
if  there  be  any  force  in  a  refle&tQn  on  the  mod  tender 
■and  affectionate  difpofitionf  which  are  in  tbc  heart  of 
God,  and  have  difeovered  themfelvee,  through  Chrift, 
with  the  kindeft  coropa{fici>  towards  you,  or  which  he 
has  wrought,  by  his  Spirit  in  you  towards  one  another, 
and  me,  his  prifonerin  bonds.  If,  I  fay,  there  be  any 
reality,  worth,  pleafure,  obligation,  or  endearment  in 
thefe  things,  as  there  certainly  is;  and  if,  as  I  truft,  ye 
yourfelves  have  experienced  them  in  your  own  fouls; 

a  Let  thefe  excite  and  engage  you  to  fill  upthe  mea- 
fure  of  that  fatisfaflioo  and  joy  which  ye  have  already 
begun  to  give  me;  the  joy  I  mean  is,  that  yc  be  entirely 
united  with  me,  qnd  with  one-  another,  in  mind  and 
heart,  and  that  pariculariy  in  the  following  things ; 
that  ye,  as  Chrift  tans,  be  knit  together  in  (inceie  love 
and  affection  to  Chrift,  and  me  his  fervant,  as  I  am  to 


you,  and  in  brotherly  love  one  eo  another;  that  ye  un- 
animoufly  agree  to  join  with  me,  in  purfuing  one  and 
the  fame  defign,  for  promoting  the  intefeft'of  Chrift, 
the  purity  of  thegofpei,  and  your  mutual  edification; 

and 


Cb.il 
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3  Let  nothing 
l<  done  through 
Hrife,  or  t»jd- 
^iorv,  but  hi  low* 
J  inris  of  miod  lei 
«di  efteem  other 

letter  rhin  them- 
fcltct. 


4  Look  not 
vc ry  Jtoit  on  hrt 
own  things,  but 
every  ituwd  alJb 
wn  the  things  of 

other*. 


S  Let  tfiU  mind 
be  in  you,  which 

WAS 


3nd  that  ye  he  all  of  the  fame  judgment*  and  of  *  the 
fame  reli(h  rith  myfelf,  as  to  the  great  doctrines  of  the 
Chriftian  faith  in  oppofition  to  zlljvdaizuig  errors* 

3  Take  heed  that  nothing  be  fatd  or  dpne  among  you, 
from  a  litigious  or  often tario us  temper*  which  delights 
in  oppoficion  to  others,  and  applaufe  to  hfeJf ;  but  let 
every  thing  be  managed  in  yourcburch-aftemblies*  and 
in  all  yoor  con  ver  fat  ion  and  behaviour*  with  fiich  an 
humble  frame  pf  fpirit*  as  fliall  difpofe  all  and  every 
one  of  you  trf- entertain  a  modeft  and  mean  opinion  of 
their  own  attain  menta  f  *  and  to  be  ready  to  condefcend 
to  perftm*  of  the  loweft  degree;  as  alfo  to  think  and 
fpcak  better  of  others  that  walk  becoming  their  pro- 
feffioo,  than  of  them felvesj  as  obferving,  and  being  du* 
ly  affefted  with  a  Cenfe  of  their  own  failings*  and  call* 
ing  a  mantle  of  love  upon  the  defects  of  Other  Chriftians* 
wbofe  hearts*  for  aught  they  know*  may  be  better*  and 
more  approved  of  God*  than  their  own* 

4  In  order  to  your  attaining  this  excellent  difpofitJon* 
let  every  one  of  you  take  heed  of  a  narrow  felfifh  fpi* 
rit*  of  t3$gnjfying  his  own  endowments*  or  of  aiming 
at  (#w  r&rttrty  bis  own  honour*  cafe*  and  fecular  intcr- 
efts*  as  though  this  were  the  chief  mark  and  fcope  of 
his  endeavours  and  conduct ;  but  let  every  one*  as  ao 
ted  by  a  generous  public  fpirit*  think  himfelf  bound  in 
duty*  not*  like  abufybody*  to  meddle  with  other  peo- 
pie's  matters*  but*  in  bis  own  proper  fphere*  ro  confult 
and  purfue  thofe  things  that  make  for  their  edification 
and  peace*  comfort  and  advantage*  both  in  temporal 
and  fpiritusi  affairs* 

5  For  (w)  in  oppofition  to  ftiife*  vain-glory  and 

fell- 


K  o  ' 

*  Be  fike-n&ndei  (ro  aufs  and  be  of 

ftrindj  (to  tt  ppowhry  exprefi  Juft  the 
fam*  idea*  if  w*  <a«c  them  ftparately,  and 
apart  by  theroftl«s :  But,  «  it  cannot  be 
(bought  that  the  apoftk  *a*  guilty  of  A»ch  a 
ucedlds  tautology,  at  taking  them  in  the 
fame  fcnfc  and  latitude  import*,  I  apprehend 
the  eafieft  way  of  freeing  him  from  it,  is  to 
cnnfldor  5kc*m*ded  u  a  genera!  term,  and 
the  three  following  cvprdton  as  explanatory 
of  the  p&rt&olar*  be  included  in  It,  namely* 
si  having  the  fame  love,  being  of  cue  accord, 
and  of  one  mtadi  and,  it  ftenu  ro  me,  rhai 
by  the  bft  of  theft,  he  intended  an  agree¬ 
ment  in  foti'.menfj  at  u>  (he  do£b  fries  of  the 
cofpd,  bcc&ufc  be  it  here  m  forcing  what  he 
had  laid,  chap,  k  ay*  about  their  funding 
ftifi  U  owe  ffinit  ia  aae  mind^  fi riving  toge¬ 
ther  fir  tbr  faith  of  the  gojpei,  The  pre- 
ierve*  a  proper  djflm£Hon  in  the  fenft  of  all 
theft  words. 


■  £  S. 

f  Though  Girtfiians  of  eminent  gifts  and 
grare?  may,  and  cannot  but  account  thdr 
attainments  to  be  ftiptrior  to  others  of  the 
lowelt  cbfs,  as  the  apoQk  (peaks  of  his  own 
gifts  and  labours ;  yet,  like  him,  they  ought 
u>  be  humble  in  aftribiog  nothing  to  them- 
Jelres*  but  all  to  the  gtacc  of  God*  r  Cor. 
iw.  pT  io.  audi  Cor*  alibis.  Anti*  with 
idpctf  to  true  religion,  charity  fhould  teach 
them  to  hope,  (hat  there  may  he  fomnhing 
more  excellent,  and  left  offcnfvrt  to  God  la 
tltc  hearts  of  other  btticvm,  than  they  find 
in  their  own,  who,  en  ojie a ccourrt  or  ano¬ 
ther,  are  apt  to  think  their  own  worfe  Uni* 
others ;  becaofe,  the  more  they,  know  them- 
felves  the  more  they  fee  the  treachery  and 
vilcnHs  of  their  own,  than  it  is  podihle  for 
them  to  icc  of  the  hearts  of  others,  wbofe 
cortvirvfiUufi  is  fuch  as  bccvme^  ll>c  £ofpel  of 

ChriiL 


1 6 
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in  Cbrift 

Jcfus; 


6  Who,  being 
id  the  form  of 
Cod,  thought  it 
net  robbery  to  be 
c^uzl  with  God ; 


f  But  made 
him  ft  If  of  do  re* 
putitiun  ,  and 
took  upon  him 
the  form  of  a  fcr- 
vaut,  and  wm 
made  Id  the  like* 
ndk  of  men : 


8  Aod,  being 
found  in  fafliron 
ms  a  man,  he 
humbledJihn  fcl  f, 
and  Eeeame  obe¬ 
dient  onto  death, 
even  the  death  of 
the  oof* 


felf-feekipg,  the  fame  fpiritof  meekneb,  humility,  and 
Iotc  ought  to  prevail  in  you,  which  was  fo  eminently 
confpicuous,  ayd  fo  perfe&ly  exemplified  in  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  himfelf. 

6  Who,  being  poffcfied  of  the  divine  nature  *,  and 
of  all  its  eflenttal  perfections,  as  the  Son  of  God,  and 
as  the  hrightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory ,  and  exfrtfs  image 
rf  bis  perfoit)  (Heb.  i.  3.)}  and  fo.  really,  and  in  the 
ftrideft  lenfe,  God,  in  the  true  and.  proper  form  of 
deity,  did  not  count  it  an  ufurpation,  injury,  or  wrong, 
or  any  aft  of  rapine  in  him,  to  claim  an  equality  of 
nature  with  God  the  Father  $  he  and  the  Father  being 
ejfentially  Oney  though  perfonally  diJlinSl.  (John  x.  30.) 

7  Neverthelefs  he  was  pleafed,  by  a  wonder¬ 

ful  aft  of  condefccnlion,  fo  far  to  difrobe,  and,  as  it 
were,  empty  himfelf,  of  the  bright  appearance  of  his 
divine  majeily  and  glory,  as  not  to  make  a  pompous 
(hew  of  them}  but,  in  great  mrafure,  to  conceal  them 
from  the  obfervation.of  men,  while,  in  themfelves  they 
continued  to.be  really  and  efientially  the  fame  as  ever* 
and  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  dwell  fubJlantiaRy  in 
bim  :  (Col.  ii.  9.)  And  he  voluntarily  adorned  human 
nature  into  perfonal  union  with  himfelf,  in  fo  low  and 
mean  a  condition,  as  therein  to  become  his  Father’s  fer- 
vant,  living  and  afting,  bleeding  and  dying,  accor¬ 
ding  to  his  commandment,  {John  x.  *8.)  and  as  even 
to  ad  the  part  of  a  fervant  towards  his  difciples,  {Luke 
xii.  37*}  and  go  through  the  moll  painful,  hombling, 
and  difficult  fervices  for  their  redemption  and  falvation; 
and  he  was  fo  truly  and  properly  man,  as  to  be  made 
like  unto  bis  brethren ,  of  human  nature,  in  all  things , 
Jin  only  excepted ,  (Heb.  ii.  17.  and  iv.  15.} 

8  And  when  he  was  found  in  the  commoo  form  and 

r 

condition  of  man,  as  tho*  he  had  been  nothing  more, 
he  fubmitted  him  fcl f  to  the  ljoweft  degree  of  femce&ndf 
fufferings  \  and  went  into  a  coarfe  of  the  mo  ft  humble 
obedience,  as  to  his  parents  and  magiftratts,  in  all  law¬ 
ful  things,  fo  to  his  heavenly  Father,  as  his  fervant, 
to  anfwer  all  the  demands  of  his  holy  law,  both  in  ful¬ 
filling  its  precepts,  and  fullering  its  curfe ;  and  this 

obedience 


NOTE* 

*  T/tf  form  vf  trffd  Uoppofed  to  the/c/w  originally  in,  nm A,  in  all  rcafoo,  m«nt  that 
&f  a  fervent  in  the  next  verfc;  awl,  as  the  he  was,  in  bis  prim-  native,  as  trr*heod  pro* 
form  of  a  ferwitti^  which  Chrift  it  there  frid  ptrly  Gttt,  as  be  wa*  in  his  human  nature 
have  taken  upon  him,  is  meant  of  his  be-  man  and  a  fcrvnut ;  and  therefore  it  might 
lug  realty  a  fervent  in  bis  ail  timed  human  well  he  that  ht  thought  U  act  robbery  to  b< 
nature,  with  reference  to  which*  it  5s  added*  epiat  vr;lb  Gndt  as  I  think  this  paitigt  ii 
that  he  was  bi  the  tfanefc  of  we**  the  jnftiy  mulcted,  (See  this  ftnfrof  it  rindt- 
plain  meaning  of  which  is,  that  he  was  ml-  cated  in  my  fern: on j  on  fofot  Gbrif  Gpd-m** 
ij  wtfn;  fo,  /ftf  forta  of  C$At  which  he  was  page  ai*  ^ 


Cb.iL 


p  Wherefore 
<)<*J  aJfo  hath 
JtifhLy  exalted 
hhn,  given 
h-m  a  ttame 
^  iv:ch  j;  above 
every  nsme  i 


io  Thata!  the 
name  of  Jefus  e* 
very  knee  fhoold 
Ixiw,  of  tbiars  in 
heaven,  and  tmnp 
i -i  earth,  and 
i'v^f  undtr  the 


1 1  And  that 

cv-ty  tongue 

Jhoold 

Vol.  V, 
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obedience  be  paid  even  unto  death,  and  all  along,  till 
he  came  to  die,  yea,  and  in  his. dying,  {John  x.  18.) 
not  an  ordinary  death,  but  the  ignominious,  painful, 
and  ac cuffed  death  of  the  croft,  to  (how  that  he  (food 
in  the  place  of  tranlgrefiors,  who  were  under  the  curie 
of  the  law,  and  that  he  came  to  redeem  themfrom  it, 
by  bearing  it  for  them,  {Gal,  iii.  13.) 

9  And,  having  fulfilled  his  work  of  redemption  in 
this  hmiible,  obediential  and  fullering  manner,  God 
his  Father,  as  h  reward  of  all  this,  according  to  its  de¬ 
letes,  and  his  co venant- agreement, liii.  9, — ir.) 
has  glorioufly  exalted  him,  not  by- advancing  him  to  a 
(late  of  greater  eflcnttal  happincis,  perfe&i on,  or  glory, 
than  he  had  before,  as  God,  which  admits  -of  no  ad--, 
dition;  but  by  railing  him,  as  man,  from  the  dead,.ee-. 
cciviog  him  up  to  glory,  and  fetting  him  at  his  own 
right  band,  and  giving  him  univerfal  dominion,  as  me¬ 
diator  ^  and  fo  he  illuftriouily  manifefled  this  divine, 
ptrfon  to  be  as  great  and  glorious  as  he  always  was  in 
himfdf:  And  to  recommend  him  by  the  mod  endear¬ 
ing  motives  to  our  acknowledgment  of  him  as  fucb,  he 
has  granted  him,  in  bis  office-capacity,  as  his  incarnate 
Son,  a  new  title  of  authority  and  honour,  incomparably 
fuperior  to  any  other  name,  dignity,  or  authority  what- 
feever,  among  angels  or  men ;  yea  too  great  for  any 
mere  creature  to  wear,. or  be  worthy  of,  even  the  name 
of  the  Saviour,  and  the  coriftituted  Lord  of  all,  (ver. 
10.  11.)  And  he  bas  done  this, 

10  To  the  end  that  ("*)  in  token  of  the  religious  ho¬ 
nours  which  are  due  to  the  exalted  Saviour,  every 
one  fhoitld  bow  the  knee,  not  at  barely  pronouncing 
the  word  Jefus,  nor  merely  in  a  literal  fenfe,  in  which 
the  angels  in  heaven,  that  are  to  bow  before  him,  have 
no  knees  *,  but  in  paying  fuch  folemn  homage,  adora¬ 
tion,  and  worlhip  to-  this  glorious  and  divine  perfon, 
whofe  name  is  Jefut  i  and  in  being  fo  entirely  fubje£t 
to  him,  (fee  the  note  on  Rom.  xiv.  11.)  as  is  fignified 
by  bowing  the  knee,  as  well  as  by  other  expreflions  of 
jt :  and  is  to  be  paid  to  him  by  all  ranks  of  intelligent 
creatures,  whether  they  he  faints  or  angels  in  heaven, 
or  fuch  men  as  are  living  upon  earth,  or  as  arc  dead 
and  buried  under  the  earth,  when  they  (hall  rife  again, 
and  appear  at  bis  tribunal  j  then  they,  and  all  the  wick¬ 
ed  on  earth,  and  all  the. devils  in  hell,  (hall  cither  will¬ 
ingly  or  by  conftraint,  bow  to  him,  as  the  great  Judge 

of  all.  .  - 

1 1  And  he  is  thus  highly  exalted,  that  the  tongue 

of  every  one,  of  all  nations  and  languages,  (hould 

+  u  either 
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frcnild  wifcfF, 
that  JeXus  Gnift 

i'.f  Lordf  to  the 

elotYof  God  the 
Faber. 


ii  Wherefore, 
my  beloved,  8$  jc 
haw  always  o- 
biycd,  cot  as  in 
my  preJcoce  on¬ 
ly  ,  but  now 
¥ 

much  more  in  my 
abhence ;  work 
out  your  own  ful- 
Tttion  with  fear 
acd  ucmbllug. 


either  ch earful  I  y  own,  and  celebrate  the  praifes  of  his 
univerfal  dominion ;  or  be  forced  to  acknowledge, 
whether  they  would  or  not,  that  be,  the  anointed  Savi¬ 
our,  is  in  his  office-capacity,  and  exalted  Hate,  the 
great  Head,  Lord,  and  Ruler  over  all,  and  the  univerfal 
Judge  at  the  laft  day,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father, 
whofe  honour  it  is  to  have  always  had  fuch  a  divine 
Son,  as  is  worthy  of  fo  high  a  commifiion,  (John  v. 
23.  and  t  John  li.  23.)  and  who,  in  infinite  wifdotn, 
hath  appointed  his  incarnate  perfon  to  all  this  dignity, 
for  the  glory  of  his  own  name,  John  xvii.  1,  2. 

ra  Since  therefore  the  duties  of  humility,  love,  and 
kindnefs  (ver,  2,-4,)  arc  recommended  in  fo  lively 
and  affecting  a  manner,  by  the  matchlefs  example  of 
our  Lord  himfdf;  let  this  animate  you,  my  dear  bre¬ 
thren,  to  a  noble  imitation  of  him  therein;  and  finer, 
from  the  time  of  your  converfion,  ye  have,  all  along, 
ihown  an  obediential  fubmifCon  to  his  commands,  and 

to  hie  authority  in  me,  not  only  out  of  regard  to  my 
prefence,  while  I  was  perfonally  among  you  to  obferve, 
affift,  admonilh,  and  encourage  you ;  but  now,  more 
efpecially  to  prove  the  fiucerity  of  your  love,  while  ye 
are  furrounded  with  feducers,  and  are  not  under  my 
immediate  mfpctlion  and  inftruGion,  through  my  ab- 
fence  from  you;  I;  in  refleftion  upon  this,  intreat 
you,  with  the  greater  confidence  in  yout  obedience,  to 
be-  vigoroully  active,  under  divine  influence,  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  falvation  of  one  another,  (fee  the  note  on 
Epb,  iv.  32.)  and  to  go  forward,  and  abound  in  a  dili¬ 
gent  exercife  and  practice  of  the  forementioned,  and 
ail  other  graces  and  duties  that  are  necefiary,  in  the  na- 
rure  of  things,  and  by  the  appointment  of  God,  for  the 
final  accompli  foment  of  that  falvation,  which  is  already 
your  own,  by  the  gift  of  the  Father,  the  purchafe  of  the 
Son,  and  the  application  and  carneft  of  the  Spirit ;  And 
I  hefeecb  you  to  labour  in  this  manner  about  your  own 
falvation,  every  one  perfonally  for  himfelf,  not  with  a 
fervile,  dtftruuful,  and  defponding  fear,  but  with  a 
holy,  filial,  and  awful  reverence  of  the  Divine  Majefty, 
and  a  cautious  fear  of  finning  again  ft,  and  thereby  of¬ 
fending  and  difhonouring  him,  (PfoL  ii,  11.  and  1  P<t~ 
i.  17.)  and  witb  humble  dread  of  doing  any  thing  to 
provoke  his  frowns  and  difpleafure,  the  hidings  of  his 
face,  the  with  drawings  of  his  affiftance,  and  the  chaltffe- 
ments  of  bis  rod,' in  oppofition  to  felf-conltdence  and 
carnal  fecurtty,  with  regard  to  an  affair  of  fuch  infinite 
importance. 

13  For 


\ 
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*}  For  if  is 
God  which  work* 
cth  in  yen,  both 
to  will  and  to  do 
of  bii  good  plrt- 
fu rt. 


t^Doall  thing* 
without  mono  or* 
ings  and  difput* 

uigs : 


15  That  ye 
may  be  bUmtlcfs 
and  barmlcfs,  the 

f<nuofOod,Titli^ 

sot  retake,  i  a 

the  mid  %  of  a 
crooked  and  per* 
verie  nation,  a- 
juong  whom  ye 
thine  as  lights  in 
the  worldt 


13  For,  to  encourage  your  attnoft  diligence  herein, 
on  one  hand,  and  to  guard  you  again  ft  pride  and  car- 
rial  feciirity,  oit  the  other,  remember  that  the  gracious 
and  holy  God,  who  has  begun  bis  good'  work  in  your 
fouls,  (”q>r")  continues  to  carry  it  on ;  with  internal 
virtue  and  powerful  energy,  till  it  be  perfe&ed,  (chap.  ■ 
i.  6.)  as  it  is  he,  that  excites,  inclines,'  and  determines 
your  will,  in  a  way  confident  with  the  tiueft  liberty  of 
a  rational  creature,  and  enables  you  to  perform  the 
things  that  relate  to  your  falvation  j  and  does  this,  not 
for  ahy  defert  in  yourtelves  to  move  him  to  it,  but 
merely  of  his  own  free  and  fovereigri  grace,  which  he 
exerts  with  the  greateft  pleafure  and  delight,  Mat .  xi. 
16.  and  Mica  vii.  18.)  *  and  by  which  he  works  in  you 
both  to  choofej  and  do  every  thing  that  is  good  in  the 
ofe  of  proper  means,  with  freedom  and  cbcarfulnefc,-- 

14  In  dependence  therefore  upon,  and  compliance' 
with  his  gracious  operations  in  you,  take  fpecial  heed, 
that,’ according  to  what  has  been  fuggefted,  {ver.  3.) 
yc,  in  the  whole  of  your  conduft,  droid'  all  difeontent 
at  the  profperity  of  others,  or  at  the  difpofals  of  provi¬ 
dence  toward  yourfelves;  and  all  animoGties  and 
wrangling  deputations  oiic  again  ft  another ;  and  dif- 
putings  againft  the  things  which  God  enjoins  upon  yon, 
or  which' ye  may  be  called  to  fuffer  for  Chrift’s  fake. 

15  That  ye'  may  be  in  reality,  and  appear  to  your- 
felvesand  others  to  be,  unreprovahle  and  inoffenfive  in 
your  temper  and  conversion,  and  Gncere  in  your 
dealings  with  both  God  and  man’;  as  becomes  the 

children  of  your  heavenly  Father,  to  diftinguilh  you 
from  the  children  of  the  devil  ;  that  there  may  be  no 
juft  occaGon  of  complaint  of  accufation  againft  you,  for 
any  irregularity  in  your  walk,  nor  any  room  for  the 
moll  captious  adverfary  to  revile  and  cenfure  you, 
while  ye  live  in  the  mid  ft  of  a  generation  of  Jew  and 

Gentile r. 


X  0 

*  The  von]  Tfi/,  ridt  being  In  thi  Grtrht 
farre  foppofe  that  food  pUnfipt  rcUtd,  not 
to  th«  manner  whn  which  God  works  in  of* 
but  with  which  hiiUVHS  ai  well  as  vi/f, 
under  his  working;  and  To  may 
that  the  efefl  of  his  war  k  mg  in  ui  ii.ffkr 
willing,  and  doing  with  freedom  and  dt* 
Jight,  as  femoj  the  Lord  with 
under  the  influence  of  hi*  Spirit  and  grace* 
according  to  the  xpoftle*s  ufeof  thi*  wofd, 
(chap*  L  is  )  And  ibis  may  be  a  very  good 
ictifi;  of  the  pbnfc,  while  v/c  confider  God 
working  all  this  in  os,  and  exciting  and 
influencing  us  to  ii  by  his  Spirit.  But,  I  rt* 
ibtr  think,  that  good  ptex/nre  reieis  to  the 


T  E. 

way  and  man  Mr  of  God's  wrkiug  in  or* 

than  to  the  way  and  maimer  of  oar  utif&ag 
and  aRvg  towards  Mm,in  things  that  reUtr 
to  our  falvation  !  For  nr  dang  -mib  good 
pitofurtt  is  much  the  fame  with  cur  wii&ng 
to  doit \  and  this  word  (n/hiM*)  as  far  as  £ 
find,  is  new  itfed  to  eicptviy  far  aftvtgs  a* 
bunt  our  ou-fl  falvation  ;  but  is  freqmutTy  u* 
ftd  wilh  reference  to  God,  and  hU  vr<*y  and 
manner  of  afling  about  it*  and  is  common¬ 
ly  rendered  Lis  good  fUnfurtr  og 

that  w tick  ftfms  good  to  btmt  as  to  Mattb*  xi. 
if,  id,  Luke  ii,  14.  a/id  ui.  js,  Ephef  L 
p,  aaida  Theft*  i*  li* 
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1 6  HofiJinjj 
frrth  the  word  nf 
life;  that  I  may 
rejoice  in  the  day 
of  Chrirt,  that  I 
have  not  run  m 
Tain,  neither  U* 

toured  la  Tain. 


1 7  Tea,  aud  if 
I  be  offered  upon 
t|ie  ficrificc  and 
fervic-j  of  your 
taUi,  ]  joy  and 
rejoice  *ilh  you 


19  For  the  fame 
Caule  aU'o  do  ye 

-  j-Y 


G  entile  that  are  exceedingly  corrupt  and  depraved  in 
their  minds  a  ad  manners*  like  perfons  bent  and  warp* 
ed  from  the  lira  it  rule  of  righteaufnefs,  perverfe  in 
heart*  and  turned  afide  from  the  right  ways  of  the  Lord  ; 
among  whom  ye,  as  Chriftians*  and  a  church  of  Cbrift* 
are  fet  up*  ought  to  be,  and  in  great  meafure  are,  as 
ilhtning  lights,  and  iliuftrioufi  examples*  for  the  direc¬ 
tion*  conviction,  and  rmi  tat  ion  of  the  men  of  this  world, 
that  they,  feeing,  your  good  writ *  may  ghrify  your  Fa¬ 
ther  -which  is  in  heaven  *•  (Mat*  v*  j6.) 

16  Te  herein  holding  fad  (E«;t*Tr:I}  with  perfeve* 
ranee;  and  holding  up  to  all  around  you,  with  evidence 
and  recommendation,  Chrift  himfclf*  who  is  our  life; 
fee  CcL  iii  4.  and  t  Johnu  i>)  and  the  glorious  doctrine 
of  eternal  life,  in  all  its  purity  and  excellence,  as  it  re* 
veals  and  (hews  the  way  of  obtaining  it  through  him* 
and  is  the  power  of  God  to  the  falvation  of  eveiy  one 
that  believes,  {Rom*  i,  16*)  this  I  am  greatly  concerned 
for,  that  according  to  my  hope,  I  may  rejoice  and  glo¬ 
ry  in  your  ftedfaftoefs  and  ufefulnefs  here,  and  in  your 
complete  falvation  hereafter,  when  we  fhall  appear  to¬ 
gether  in  the  prefence  of  Chrift,  at  his  coming  to  judge 
the  world  in  the  great  day  of  account*  (1  Thcjf*  ii.  19* 
20.}  as  finding  then*  that  all  my  drivings,  pains*  and 
labours  for,  and  with  you*  in  the  ccurfe  of  my  mini- 
dry*  have  not  been  f runlets  and  ineffectual :  but  by  the 

grace  of  God*  have  anfwered  their  de fired  end,  to- his 
glory  and  your  everlafting  bappinefs. 

17  Yea,  and  fuch  is  my  love  to  you,  that  I  not  on¬ 

ly  hope,  and  rejoice  in  the  bops  of  this  happy  fruit  of 
my  labours  among  you;  but  if  £***' f*  in 

purfuit  of  them,  the  Providence  of  God  Ihould  fo  or¬ 
der  it,  that  I,  bis  prlfoncr,  mult  not  only  undergo 
great  fufferings,  but  even  lay  down  my  life  to  fcal  my 
teftimony  with  my  blood,  and  to  be  poured  out*  like 
the  oil  and  wine  on  the  meat  and  drink-offerings,  (Exod* 
xxix*  40.  and  Lev .  ii*  1*}  to  complete  *  the  facrifices  un¬ 
der  the  law*  in  miniftriag  before  the  Lord,  (A^r^a  j ; 
if  this  (hould  befal  me,  for  the  further  confirmation  of 
your  faith  and  believing  Ge?ifiUst  w bp  are  offered  up  as 
an  acceptable  facrifice  to  God*  being  fan&ified  by  the 
Holy  Ghoft*  (Rom*  I  am  fo  far  from  being 

troubled  at  it*  that  now,  in  the  forefight  of  it,  1  do, 
and  then  (hall  rejoice  in  it ;  and  (™y**«*)  I  congratulate 
you  all*  upon  finifhing  my  work  and  days  in  a  manner 
fo  honourable  to  Chrift*  and  fo  richly  to  your  advantage. 

18  And,  in  return,  Ibegofyou,  that  on  the  fame 
account,  in  cafe  ye  ihould  hear  of  my  matyrdom,  ye 

would 
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joy  ami  rejoice 
with  me. 


to  But  I  trufl 
in  the  Lord  Je- 
fas,  to  fend  Ti* 
mothers  Qicrily 
uro  you,  that  J 
■<Afn  maf  be  of 
?'W  comfort  t 
whei  1  know 
your  ilate. 


For  I  hare 

* 

r.n  man  like* 
minded,  who  will 

i:  care  for 

x  jur  date- 


it  Tor  all  feck 

$iax  *vnt  not 
the  thing*  ffhidi 


'*•-  JefasChtitYi. 


would  rejoice  and  congratulate  me*  ^f)  on 

the  honour  of  my  dying  in  fuch  a  way,  as  (hall  bear  the 
mo!t  noble  tcltimony  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  to  h is' got- 
pel,  and  fhnlt  be  to  the  farther  encouragement  and  e- 
.ftablifhment  of  your  faith  in  him.  * 

ip  But*  notwithflanding  all  that  I  have  faid  about 
my  wilJingnefs  to  die  for  thefe  great  pur.pofes,  I  am  ap¬ 
prehensive  that  the  time  for  it  is  not  yet  come  ;  and  I 
humbly  hope  and  truft  in  the  provide ncial  care  and  gra¬ 
cious  Lindnefs  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  who  is  highly  exalt* 
ted,  and  has  a  name  above  every  name,  { ver .  y.)  and 
has  the  government  of  the  church  and  the  world  upon 
his  fhoulders,  {I/a*  ix,  6.)  that  my  circumstances  will 
foon  be  in  fuch  a  fituaiion,  as  to  admit  of  my  fparing 
the  beloved  Timothy^  and  fending  him5  according  to  my 
prefent  purpofe,  to  fee  how  matters  go  with  you,  and 
help  you  in  your  fpiritual  concerns,  that  I  may  have  the 
greatelt  fatisfa£Uon  and  pleafurc,  according  to  my  hopes, 
when  1  (hall  hear  from  him,  that  the  work  of  the  Lord 
profp'ers  among  you,  and  that  the  judaizing  teachers 
have  notBecn  able,  by  all  their  fubtiltics  and  terrors, 
to  pervert  or  {hake  you* 

20  Theieafon  of  my  defigning  to  fend  btm  is,  bo 
caufe  I  have  no  Chriftiar-brother  with  me, 

that  ts  equal  in  excellency  of  temper  with  him,  or  that 
is  likoafve£ted  toward  you;  and  that,  with  regard  to 
doflrire,  mrniftrations  and  behaviour,  walks  in  the 
fame  fpirir,  and  in  the  fame  fteps  with  myfrlf,  as  he 
does,  who  ftneereiy,  and  with  the  molt  genuine  affec¬ 
tion,  like  that  which  a  parent  naturally  has  for 

his  children,  will  lay  your  concerns  to  heart,  and  care— 
Fully  fludy  to  promote  your  eiUbljfhmenr,  edification, 
and  increafe  wirh  u!l  the  increafcs  of  God*  1 

21  For  the  generality  of  the  other  brethren*,  that 
remain  with  me*  are  toofeififh  and  pufillanimous,  and 
rather  folicitous  abour  their  own  tempoial  eafe,  honour, 
and  la  fee  y,  than  willing  to  expofc  thenifelvcs  to  fuch  fa¬ 
tigues,  dangers  and  reproaches,  as  1  met  with  at  Phi - 
iippi ,  (,f£Ij  xvi.  19,— 2.\*)  and  as  they  might  pofiibly 
be  Called  to  fulfer  more,  in  promoting  the 


N  o 

+  AH  here  wnnot  m«n  ai/eJjrfffr 

tvtry  orre  of  (lit  Chriffian-mifli- 
ttmand  brethren,  ss  if  none  of  them  had 
.my  concern  for  the  interefl  and  glory  of 
CnnlH  For  rj>c  api>ltlc  JpraJtS  liODOor^oly 

t-.r  &*3pbr?i£itttst  (ver.  is.)  awl  tells  ns, 
i'iap  U  14-  that  "  many  of  the  brethren, 

confident  by  bis  bonds,  were 
much  nurre  hold  ro  -JpcA  The  word  ud'h- 


iuterelt, 

caulc. 


*  -i 


I  4 


oiie  ftfir;’1  her, 


/.  ■* 


■r  v  * 


Of 


tl.an 


T  E. 

viTZ  gone  to  other  places,  the  free  left 
pa‘t  of  them,  that  with  »he  ape- 

iHe,  were,  compared  wish  T&hsI* jf*  more 
influenced  by  verity  convi  oicndei  jjuJ  ad* 

vnn^gcs,  than  by  u  i^aloui  concern  to  jko- 

mute  ibo  inter? ft  of  Cftrift,  psitiritijrly  at 

where  J  it  mil  them  mote 

aburrdiirit  trouble.  ih:m  ai  fume  otiier  pLves 
in  lvhkh  *J’ey  TH'g'h;  ! jf  uu  fid* 
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tf  * 

1W 


\%  Dot  yt  know 
the  proof  of  him, 
that  a*  a.  fon  with 
the  Father  he 
haih  fewed  with 
idc  in  the  goJpd. 


13  lliTn  ther> 
fore  t  hnpc  to 

Ji?nd  prtfcullj^  fo 

ftyon  I  fhatf  fee 
luw  it  will  go 
with  me. 


,4  But  f  trail 
irt  the  Lord,  that 
I  af.'o  ntyJelt  Ihall 
cutfc  Portly. 


*r  Yet  I  ftp- 

poled  it  neccffary 

to  tend  to  you 

Epaphr^ditatjitiy 
brother  ^ndeora- 
pairion  m  labour, 
and  fellow  fold icr, 
hue  your  taeflen- 
gcr;  end  he  that 
jninHtrtth  to  iny 
vaDU. 


cauf e,  and  glory  of  our  great  Lord  and  Saviour*  <and 
the  welfare  of  his  church  there,  than  in  fome  other 
places* 

2Z  But  ye  have  had  good  trial  and  proof, 
and  an  experimental  knowledge,  of  Timrthf  9  eminent 
qualifications,  faithfulnefi,  courage,  and  zeal :  Ye  have 
feen  how*  when  we  were  together  among  you,  {rffts 
iv i,  i  * — ^r  3  )  he  engaged,  in  the  face  of  all  hazard  and 
opposition,  with  me,  as  a  fellow*!  jbou  re  r,  in  preach- 
ing  and  propagating  the  gofpel;  and  I  allure  you  he  al¬ 
ways,  like  me,  has  been  fee  king,  not  his  own  profit, 
but  the  profit  of  many,  that  they  might  be  faved,  (1 
Cor.  x.  33-)  >  be  has  been  willing  to  go  wherever  I 
Ihould  fend  him,  and  to  lay  himfclf  out  in  the  fervice 
of  Chrift,  according  to  my  dire&ions,  with  all  the  af- 
fe£ti?n  and  chearfulnefs,  refpefl  and  duty  of  a  fon  to 
his  father;  he  being  indeed  my  own  fon  in  the  faith, 
(t  Tim.  i,  a.)  and  of  the  famefpiric  with  me* 

23  I  have  therefore  fixed  upon  this  excellent  and  ap¬ 
proved  young  man,  and  hope  I  (hall  be  able  to  fend 
him  to  you  in  a  very  little  time,  without  further  de¬ 
lay,  after  I  {ball  have  ,  taken  my  trial  at  Cafar's  bar, 
[ASU  xxviii.  19.)  which  1  daily  expert  to  be  called  to; 
and  then  the  fa£t  will  prove  whether  I  am  to  be  dif« 
charged  or  not. 

24  But  though  the  trial  is  not  yet  over,  I  haro-an 
bumble  confidence  in  the  Lord  Jefus,- wbofe  I  am, 
and  whom  1  ferve,  and  for  whofc  fake  I  am  now  in 
bonds;  that  by  his  overruling  providence,  and  gracious 
appearance  for  me,  I  (hall  be  acquitted  from  the  mali¬ 
cious  accufations  of  mine  enemies,  and  fet  at  liberty; 
and  that  thereupon  I  myfelf  may  like  wife  have  an  op¬ 
portunity,  ere  long,  of  paying  you  a  vifit,  according 
to  my  earneft  defire  of  feeing  you,  and  rejoicing  with 
you* 

2$  Neverthelcfs,  as  I  cannot  come  immediately  my- 
fclf,  and  Timothy  cannot  yet  be  fpared,  I  in  the  mean 
while  thought  it  proper,  and  needful  for  yenr  edifica¬ 
tion  am!  comfort,  and  for  giving  you  a  prefect  pledge 
of  my  affectionate  concern  for  you,  to  fend  back,  with 
this  letter,  the  beloved  Epaphroditusj  who  is  my  dear 
brother  in  the  faith,  and  in  the  minifterial  office,  and 
my  fellow- labourer  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  ;  yea  and 
my  afiociate,  that  endures  hardships,  and  expofes  him* 
felf  to  dangers  with  me,  as  a  good  foldier  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  Captain  of  falvation,  in  our  fpiritual  war¬ 
fare,  under  him,  againft  fin  and  Satan,  and  againft  fe* 
ducers,  and  ell  the  powers  of  this  world,  that  fet  them- 

fclvcs  ; 


Ch.  in 
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t6  Forhelotig- 
cd  after  you  all,, 
and  was  full  of 

liCivintfsjbccuu^ 

ih\i  yc  had  heard 
thtt  Lc  had  been 
tjck. 


if  For  Indeed 
he  w '4 s  tick  nigh 
mito  death  :  but 
G:-d  h?A  mercy 
c  i  hi*Tij  and  not 
cm  him  only,  but 
or*  me  alio,  left  T 

fliWi  have  fer- 

tow  upon  Sorrow. 


r 

(elves  inoppoGtion  to  him  and  his  caufe ;  and  (*)  he  is 
your  faithful  mtnitter,  and  kind  meflenger  to  me,  who 
has  fully  anfwered  the  truft  which -ye  repo  fed  in  him, 
and  has  (applied  me  with  fuch  corporal  re fre foments, 
by  your  generous  benefaQions,  and  given  me 'fuch  other 
afliltancca,  as  were  neceflary  and  convenient  for  me  *. 

26  I  chofe  efpecially  to  fend  him,  bec&ufe  be  was  ex¬ 
ceeding  defirous  of  vifiting  you  all  again;  and,  like  a 
truly  fympatbizing  friend,-  was  extremely  afflifted  in  his 
own  mind,  even  to  the  finking  of  his.  fpirits,  not  fo 
much  on  account  of  his  own  late  ficknrfs  here,  as  of 
your  having  heard  of  it,  which  he,  judging  of  your  af- 
te£lion  to  him,  by  the  experience  he  has  had  of  it,  and 
by  his  own  to  you,  concluded  would  be  an  occafion  of 
much  grief  and  fore  diftrefs  to  you. 

17  For,  as  ye  beard,  be  really  was  feized  with  a  dif- 
tempet  in  its  own  nature  mortal,  and  has  been  fo  dan- 
geroufly  ill,  as  to  be  brought  to  death’s  door :  But  God, 
wbofe  prerogative  it  is  to  kill  and  fave  alive,  has  in  his 
good  providence  wonderfully  appeared  for  his  recovery, 
in  anfwer  to  prayer,  even  beyond  our  expectation ; 

which  was  a  great  mercy,  not  only  to  himfeif  t,  in  his 
relief  and  re fto ration  to  health  and  eafe,  and  capacities 
of  fervice ;  but  was  alfo  an  in  fiance  of  God’s  fender 


*S  I  fcnt  him 
therefore  the 
more  cunf  fully , 
that  tvh?o  ye  tee 
him  again  yc  may 
itjoicc,  aodthat  L 

nay 


compaflion,  as  to  you  and  many  others,  fo  particularly 
to  myfelf,  left,  by  Jofing  fo  dear  and  important  a  friend 
and  brother,  I  Ihould  have  been  over-loaded  with  this 
addition  of  forrow,  to  that  of  his  ficknefs,  and  to  all 
the  other  troubles,  1  labour  under  in  my  confinement. 

28  I  therefore  the  more  ftudioufly  and  diligently 

difpatcbed  him  with  all  fpeed  to  you,  tho* 
with  much  fetf-denial  in  parting  with  him,  that  when 
ye  receive  him  in  a  good  (tare  of  health  again,  ye  may 
rejoice  at  the  fight,  and  I  may  have  the  fat  Waft  ion  of 

contributing 

NOTES, 


*  It  i*  fbppofcd,  with  great  probability,^ 

that  Kptephrii&tMt  was  paftor  of  the  church 
at  P&iifpi:  However,  it  is  evident  from  the 
’charatle/  the  apollk  here  give*  him;  that  he 
was  a  mioiflcr,  and  wa<  feat  a  meflengvr 
from  that  church  to  the  a  pottle  in  his  bonds; 
and  he  if  fnppoJed  by  many  to  be  the  fame 
that  u  called  Kfafhra f.  Col  L  7*  and  iv,  «* 
and  Philemon,  vcr. 

^  t  As  fifi  nsd  health  are  in  thmflvc i  nwr- 
ci«,  and  ftekneft  and  death  are  the  fruit  of 
fn  ;  it  if,  in  that  vi ew,  a  merry,  even. to  a 
food  man,  to  be  rettored  to  health  for  the 
fervsee  of  God,  and  the  food  of  others,  af¬ 
ter  a  threatening  iilnefs ;  though  in  the  view 
of  the  &*fcqueticef  of  death,  in  a  happy  ex¬ 
change  of  this  fnil  and  miMEii  life  i«r  a 
Hd"Ld  iaimaruliiy,  it  h  b&.ia  lor  inn  ft:  If 


to  die,  than  to  live  in  thU tronblefoire  and 
lioful  world,  (fee  chop,  t*  13.)  And  the/ 
the  apoftlc  was  fo  much  afTcfledwhh  Rpa- 
yiwAWs  ficknefs;  yrt  he  fee  ms  to  have 
made  no  attempt  for  healing  him  in  the  mi- 
racohirr  ^v;  while  he.  Willed,  as  well 

as  oihcrti,  prayed  for  hit  recovery.  The 
tea  [on  of  this  might  be,  beenufe  he  could 
not  perform  fuch  miracles  at  all  times*  and 
whenever  he  plcafcd;  there  bdrg  no  virtue 
hi  him  Pdf  for  it,  as  there  was  b  our  Lord* 
which  was  a  glory  and  pnwtr  peculiar  to 
him,  (Luke  vK  19*  and  vi£i*  4G.)  and  be¬ 
cause  niinmlous  figns  uere  for  them  chat 
indievc  w si t  to  coO'Itro  the  gofpcl  to  them, 
as  theapotlieiaid  olc^Hfirer,  (1  <ldr*  xiv  at.) 
Hut  ihent  fi^.ns  cot  to  b;m:  hern  any  fcii 
otxjibn  fyi  wo*  king  this  micai.1^ 
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Jihljt  Ik  the  1 eft 
ronx>4fq(. 


ig  Receive  him 
therefore  in  the 
JiOrd  with  nil 
gUdficfj;,a  ud  hold 
fuch .  in  feptua* 
lion, 

■  .p 


-  Bwanfe  for 
rhe  wot  t  of  Ch  li  ft 
he  ni^h  unto 
death,  not  regard¬ 
ing  his  life  to  siip* 

ply  your.fiirk  of 

fetYiee  toward 
&K* 


contributing  to  your  comfort  therein,  and  of  hearing  of 
his  arrival  fafe  and  found  ro  you,  who  fpared  him  fo 
long  to  mini  iter  to  me ;  and  fo  maybe  the  lefs  troubled 
at  my  own  lofs  of  his  company  and  affi (lance,  and  at 
my  other  affliftlons. 

See  therefore  that,  according  to  my  deGre  and 
hope,  and  your  own  warm  profefBons  of  lore  to  him, 
while  he  was  abfenr,  and  In  danger  of  death,  ye  cor* 
dially  embrace  him,  as  a  ferram  of  Chrift,  and  for  hU 
fake,  who  has  returned  him  alive  and  well  to  you  ;  Re¬ 
ceive  him  I  fay,  with  all  fpi ritual  joy,  as  well  as  with 
humane,  civil  and  friendly  attention:  And  let  all  fuch 
faithfu Labourers  hi  the  gofpcj,  as  he  is,  be  eftcemtd 
very  highly,  and  treated  with  great  honour  among  you, 
for  their  work's  fake,  {1  Theff.  v,  13*)  And  ye  ought 
in  a  fpeciai  manner  ro  fhew  the  highett  regard  to  Ep&* 
phr&iitvs  s 

30  Becaufe  it  was  by  means  of  the  great  fatigues  he 
underwent  for  Chrift’s  fake,  in  love  to  him,  and  zeal 
for  his  in  ter  eft  and  glory,  that  he  contra&ed  the  illnefc 
which  brought  him  fo  near  the  point  of  death:  he  ha¬ 
ving  been  atcfflive  in  his  labours,  even  to  the  n  eg  le  fling 
a  due  care  of  his  health;  as  not  regarding  his  own  life, 
but  willingly  hazarding  it,  by  going  on-  my  melTages, 
and  preaching  the  goTpcl  to  fuch,  a#  I  could  not  come 
at  in  my  confinement ;  and  by  often  attending  upon* 
and  mtruftrin'g  to  me,  and  fo  making  up  the  want  of 
your  perfonal  affiftances,  which,  had  ye  been  here,  ye 
readily  would  have  afforded  roe;  by:  which,  at  this  dis¬ 
tance,  ye  were  incapable  of* 


R  E  COLLECTION  S- 

Howfv/eet  and  endearing  are  arguments  taken  from  divine  cen  fetation*,  and 
Inward  glowings  of  love  and  companion,  to  brotherly  kindnefs  and  cortdefcen- 
fion,  humility  and  me^knefs,  and  a  fineere  regard  to  each  other'*  edification  and 
cnmfetfJ  And  how  engaging  to  all  this  ia  the  matchkfs  example  of  Chrilt  3 
Though  he  waa  really  G odt  poflefted  of  the  divine  nature  and  perfaffion,  equal¬ 
ly  with  the  Father,  and  fo  had  a  rightful  claim  to  all  the  honours  of  Deity;  yet, 
in  his  infinite  love  and  pity  to  his  people,  he  (looped  fo  low  as  to  affume  human 
mture  into  perfonal  union  with  htmfelf ;  and,  in  this  nature,  inftead  of  fhimng 
forth  in  all  the  1 11ft res  of  Godhead,  he  ordinarily  concealed  them,  and,  as  it 
were,  difrobed  hrmfdf  of  them;  and*  appearing  in  the  mean  Hate  of  afervant, 
fubenitted  to  the  low  eft  and  fevereft  courft  of  obedience  to  bis  Father's  will  and 
law,  till  he  fj milled  it  in  the  painful  and  ihameful  death  of  the  croft.  And  O 
how  meritorious  and  pleafmg  to  God  the  Father  was  this  !  He,  ns  the  juft  re' 
ward  of  it,'  has  exalted  him  in  human  nature,  and  office-authority*  to  the  high- 
eft  dignity  and  honour  in  heaven,  that  this  divine  Saviour  might  be  treated  as  the 
object  of  all  adoration  and  homage,  and  the  whole  world  of  angels  aiid  men 
might  he  brought  into  an  entire  fubieftion  to  him,  as  Lord  of  all,  to  the  glory  of 
God  the  Father*  With  what  humble  caution,  fell1*  diffidence*  reverence  of  God* 
and  holy  diligence,  fliould  believers  attend  to  the  things  that  relate  to  thttr  own 

fal?ation  !  Apd  wbat  rich  encouragement  have  they  to  it?  tincc  God,  of  bis  own 


mm  fM 
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rood  pleasure*  is  ever  prefeot  with  them,  to  excite,  animate  their  ho- 

y  inclinations  and  performances  !  And  how  highly  does  it  concern  them  to  be- 
;;*ve  meekly  and  iaoffcnJivdy,  as  becomes  the  children  of  God,'  with  fliinuig  evi¬ 
dence,  and  a  recommending  pfofcfliou  of  the  gofpel  of  falvatton,  in  the  miriit  of 
i  corrupt  and  degenerate  age  \  And  O  what  a  pleafune  is  it  to  the  faithful  fc r- 
irants  of  Chrift,  to  fee  this  happy  fruit  of  their  labours  !  For  the  producing  of 
(Ufa,  they  could  willingly  fubmit,  not  only  to  inaprhbnment,  but  even  to  death 
ilVlf,  and  rejoice  an  the  noble  teftimony  they  ihould  thereby  trar  to  him;  And 
when  they  are  under  confinement  For  his  fitke,  how  defirous  are  they  to  hear  that 
the  church 'profpers;  aitjd  to  fend  fuch  to  minifterto  them*  asroaybemoft  ac¬ 
ceptable  send  ufe fill  among  them  !  Though  t litre  be  too  many  that  feck  their  own 
things,  rather  than  the  things  of  JcfusCUrtft.  which  is  for  a  lamentation;  yet, 
hi  died  be  God*  there  arc  fotrnr,  who,  like  Timothy  and  Epaphroditus,  as  well 
a*  Paul,  are  heartily  and  affectionately  tin  pu  fed  tt>  lay  themfdves  out  difinUrell- 
tdly  in  the  caufe  of  the  dear  Redeemer,  and  have  longing  deft  res  to  he  helpful  to 
the  faith  and  joy  of  his  people  :  All  fuch  are  to  be  received  with  giadacl#,  and 
to  be  highly  erteemed  and  honoured  for  their  woiVa  fake*  But  O  how  affixing 
is  it  when  fuch  eminent  m  Hr  U  merits  are  confined  in  bond?,  orare  Belt  nigh  unto 
death  i  What  a  fympatbizmg  fuirit  is  there,  in  fuch  drcumfta  rices,  between  them 
and  all  that  truly  fear the  Lord )  How  willing  are  they  to  affift  due  another  .■  And 
w\vdt  manner  of  rejoicing  is  it,  when  God  fets  his  prifoners  free,  and  has  mere/ 
on  his  fick  frrnnts,  and  on  their  mourning  and  praying  friends,  iu  reftoring  them 
to  health,  and  to  capacities  and  opportunities  of  further  fa: vice  I 


CHAP.  III. 

apqftle  cautions  the  Philippian  s  again  ft  judaizing  j fatfe  teachers % 
whom  he  defer  the 5)  as  he  affo  does  true  Chrijiians  in  cppofition  to  them * 
jj — 3*  Recites  his  own  former  privileges ,  and  renounces  all  theft 
for  Cbrifti  4, — 8.  Exprcjfes  his  earn  eft  dejire  To  he  found  in  him% 
and  his  pr effing  on  towara  perfections  9, — 14,  And  recommends  his 
own  example,  to  the  imitation  of  other  believers  t  in  oppejition  to  the 
behaviour  of  carnal  prof  effort  t  IJ, — 21. 


Text* 

P'Tnalty,  my  hre- 
A  thren,  vtjniec 
is  the  I-ord,  To 
Mine  the  fame 
ri'injs  :o  ytiD,  to 
nv  tadetn  is  not 
►j.  Ihte  for 

U  tik. 


Par  afiihase* 

A  FTER  all  *  my  dear  brethren,  I  would  excite  you 
to  a  truly  fpi ritual  joy,  not  merely  in  anyexternal 
helps,  means, and  privileges  ;  but  entirely  in  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift*  under  a  fenfe  of  bis  love  and  care,  and  of 
the  bleflings  yc. have,  and  hope  for  in  him,  that  ye  may 
not  be  perverted,  and  fo  robbed  of  your  holy  joy*  by 
judaizing  teachers;  I  have  therefore  thought  proper  to 
write  the  very  fame  things,  to  caution  you  a  gain  ft  them, 
that  I  delivered  byword  of  mouth,  while  I  was  present 
with  you,  and  have  ordered  Epaphroditus  to  remind 

you 

NOTE* 


*  RpaUjis  not  b*rf,  M  of:ra_tn  other 
places*  a  note.of  concluding  this  cpiftlc;  for 
the  apoftle  was  got  to  blit  aboot  th*  middle 
of  if,  and  u^as  itm#  entering  upon  h:$  main 
dcUJrt  in  ii:  But  it  may  be  of  tike  import 
xihk  firth-mart ,  which  is  tferi  hy  way  of 
tiiiisfuLn  viy.it  folio  as;  and  yc;  retiring 


in  tbe  LofSt  may  look  both  backwards  and 
foruards,  backward  to  what  he  had  laid  about 
trwt&ks  and  joy$\  and  fwmrd  to  what  he 
was  jramg  1®  add  judrizuig  teadien; 

and  for  recommending  Chriil  and  glorying 
fit  him* 
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*  BevMf  of 
dots  be mi*  of 
evil  «uim, 
•flt  of  deoMh 
ffftaiL 


you  of,  {chap.  ii.  25.)  and  this  I  do  without  aoy  rcl uc- 
tance,  as  if  it  were  irkfome  and  tedious  to  me  to  repeat 
old  things,  but  with  the  greateft  pleaftire,  to  (hew  that 
I  am  ftill  of  the  fame  mind,  and  that  my  concern  is  as 
great  for  your  edification,  and  for  the  purity  of  the  gof- 
pcl  among  you,  as  ever:  Arid  it  is  needful,  for  your 
prefer  ration  and  eftablifhment  in  the  faith,  to  have  thefe 
things  repeatedly  inculcated  upon  you,  and  committed 
to  writing,  that  ye  may  be  put  in  rememhrance  of  them, 
(2  Pet,\,  12.)  and  the  more  deeply  imprefled  with  them ; 
and  may  have  opportunity,  on  all  occafions,  of  renew¬ 
ing  them,  to  fecure  you  from  all-tbe  uncertainties,  and 
tniftakes  of  oral  tradition  about  them. 

2  Take  heed  then  of  thofe  zealots,  and  hare  a  ftritfc 
and  watchful  eye  upon  them,  who  really  are  as  worth- 
left,  vile  and  contemptible,  as  the  Jews  hare  thought 
the  Gentiles  to  be,  while  theyufeJ  to  denominate  them 
dogs>  (Mac.  XT,  26,  27.)  and  as  the  antient  falfe  pro¬ 
phets  were,  that  are  fpoken  of  as  dumb  dogs  that  could 
sat  barky  (Ifa.  Ivi.  10.)  hut  they  are  fometimes,  as  evi¬ 
dently  malicious  and  injurious,  fierce  and  biting;  and 
at  others,  as  fly  and  fawning  to  ferve  a  turn,  as  the 
word  of  that  fort  of  animals  can  be;,  and  are  jultly  ex¬ 
cluded  from  tbe  bleffiiigs  of  the  heavenly  kingdom. 
(Arp.  util.  15.)  Ye  cannot  be  too  watchful  3  gain  ft: 
them;  and  therefore  I  repeat  tbe  charge.  Stand  upon 
your  guard  againfl  thefe  evil  doers,  and  deceitful  •work* 
eriy  (2  Cor.  xi.  13.)  wht>  labour. to  deftroy  the  truth  of 
tbe  gofpel,  and  the  purity  of  the  church  of  C brill.  Still 
further  to  fireogcheit  my  caution,  and  engage  your  at¬ 
tention  to  it,  1  fay  again,  the  third  time,  Beware,  with 
the  utmoft  circumfpeftion,  of  that .  pernicious  fet  of 
men,  who  glory  in  their  circumcifion,  w  hidb,  as  it  is 
now  no  longer  an  ordinance  of  God,  is  no  better  than 
merely  cutting  off  the  forelkin  of  the  fieth  *;  and  who 
■end  and  tear  the  church  to  pieces;  and  inftead  of  ha¬ 
ving  the  covenant  of  graee  confirmed  to  them  by  that 
rite,  as  formerly,  they,  by,  depending  upon  it,  cut 
them  (elves  off  from  Chrift,  and  all  tbe  benefits  of  the 
gofpel-coveoant,  and  cannot  be  deem’d  real  Cbriftians, 
whatever  their  pretences  be.  (See  Gal.  v.  2, — 4.) 

3  For 

NOTE. 


*  Hr  -‘f-  the  nrift'wjf  $/t  la 

vlUfion  to  wlikh  the  ptd&zcrs 

gloried  m;  bat  v&fcfc  the  apofUc,  to  flicw 
JiUoraicmpt  ofwhtf  they  fo.muth 
of)  <alb  tbe  end  he  fpcafc$uf  the 

eircumrijitw,  or  of  vh^  bed  been  Signified  l>y 
if  t  as  the  privilege  and  honour  of  seal  Chrt- 


whether  they  had  been  dmmrifcd  in 
the  fldh,  or  opt ;  calling  them  (Jr  tiramtifhu¥ 
(vcr.  j.)  meaning -m  a  fp<rttual  irn£e  the 

c irtintsafidi  (he  abftraQ  being  here,  ai  dfe  * 

where)  put  for  the  concrete,  according  la 
the  note  00  Rom*  ii,  i&. 


tl  *** 

jh.  nu 
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ar 


j  For  «e  are 
he  eircumcilioii, 
phtch  vtrfhip 
}od  in  tho  fpintf 
nd  rejoice  in 
Jhrift  Jefiji,  and 
i  lVC  no  confU 

ioict  in  the  fldb: 


4  Though  I 

might  a1ft>  bavc 

v'on6den«  in  the 
flefli.  If  any  other 
man  ihinkcth 
t  h  at  he  hath 
u  tttreof  he  might 
tmft  in  the  Mb, 
I  more: 


1  ■ 

3  For,  in  oppaGtion  tothefe  Taiabqxftcrs,  who  may 
be  more  properly  called  the  Conci/k a,  then  the  Ctrcian- 
ct/icrit  we,  who  are  Once  re  believers  in  ChrHt,  ehaher 
Jews  or  Gentiles,  are  after  tbe  befl  and .  moft  dfc&nal 
manner,  circumcifed  in  bean,  (Deal.  6*  and  Ran* 
it.  28,  29.)  as  being  renew'd  in  the  Spirit  of  cur  minds ; 
(Ephef.  ip.  .23.)  and  fo  are  partakers  of  that  ctrctnaci- 
Jpcn  of  Chrifii  which  is  Ggnified  by  oar  baprifm,  (CoL  U. 
Jl,  12.)}  and  are  really  in  covenant  with  God ;  We  ac¬ 
cordingly  worlhtp  God,  not  by  ceremonial  rites  and 
carnal  ordinances,  nor  with  merely  external  exprefliiuis 
and  modes  of  religious  adoration}  bar  with  our  whole 
fouls,  in  the  exercife  of  fpiritual  graces,  under  the  light 
and  influence  of  tbe  Holy  Spirit,  according  to  gofpel- 
inftitution,  and  to  our  blclTcd  Lord’s  own  dire&ion, 
(John  is.  23,  24.).  And  (*«(*£*/««()  we  glory  with  abtm- 
dantjoy;  yea,  even  triumph  in  Chrift,  and  in  onrown  in¬ 
ters  ft  in  him,  as  the  Lord  our  rigbtcouftufs  and firenglh , 
(I fa.  xly.  24,  25.)  and  as  our  ouly  Mediator  and  ground 
of  acceptance  and  hope :  And  we  renounce  all  depen¬ 
dence  upon,  and  ex  pe  flat  ion  of  favour  with  God  on  ac¬ 
count  of  circumcifion,  or  any  other  Jretvf/&wtfiuanccs, 
that  pertain  to  the  flelh.;  or  of  any  thing  whatsoever, 
that  we  have  done,  or  can  do,  in  performing  tbe  rigb- 

teoufnefis  of  the  law,  (ver.  6.)  by  natural  principles, 
which  for  their  corruption  and  weak  nets,  may  very  fit* 
ly  be  llyled fiefh.  (John  iu.  6.  Rom.  it.  5.  and  viiL  5, 
9.  See  the  notes  on  -thofe  paflages  in  the  Romans.) 
c  Tho'  as  to  tnyfelf,  were  there  any  dependence  to 

had 


be  had  upon,  or  any  advantage  to  be  found  in  ordinances 
and  privileges,  thatpeitain  to  the  flelh,  or  in  anything 
that  the  Judaizers  have  done  in  their  carnal  on  regene¬ 
rate  ft  ate,  I  might  ho  a  (l  of  thefe  things  as  much  as  they. 
If  any  of  them  imagines  that  he  has  ground  or  matter 
of  confidence  toward  God,  on  account  of  flrihiy  privile¬ 
ges  and  performances,  I  could  claim  as  much  on  this 
foot  as  any  one  of  them  all }  and  more  than  the  gene* 
rality  of  them  *,  and  efpecially  than  any  profelyte  can  do. 

5  As  to  external  privileges ,  I  was  duly  circumcifed 
the  eight  day,  according  to  God’s  appointment,  {Gen, 
xvii.  1 2.)  I  am  not  a  profelyte  from  among  the  Gentiles , 
but  a  true*native  Israelite  of  that  tribe,  which  descend¬ 
ed  from  Jacob  by  his  beloved  Benjamin,  the  foo  of  his 
d eareft  wife  Rachels  a  royal  tribe,  from  which  the  firft 
king  of  Ifratl  was  taken ;  and  a  tribe  that  never  revolt¬ 
ed 

N  °  T  E. 

Ptirct  thought  the  af>oft!e  had  hb  ofT  from  Cknfi  to  Jjrd&fm ;  and  that  be  iris 
rv-e  itpnn  fume  particular  pc?Jbn  aoicng  the  only  *  profelytt*  any!  not  a  i;afivc  Jew  ;  and 
pb;lipy*aKi  that  endeavoured  to  draw  them  fs>  the  hud  iuojc  lo  boafl  ?f  than  lx. 


J  Ctrcumcffcd 
thr  eight  day,  of 
ihc  flock  of  It 
raci,  if  tbe  tribe 
of  Benjamin,  an 
Hthrcw  of  the 
Hcbrf'Vi  as 
tiHichiogthe  Uv, 
a  P  harife; 
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cd  to  the  idolatrous  worihip  of  Jeroboam's  calves  at  Dan 
and  Bethel^  as  all  the  reft,  except  that  of  Judah;  did :  l 
a  Jew  of  pure  extraft,  both  by  father  and  mother's 
fide,  and  not  an  Heileniftt  but  of  that  fort  of  Jews  that 
ufed  the  Hebrew  language  in  fynagogue-worfliip:  And± 
I  was,  by  education  and  profeflkm,  a  Phart/ee,  the 
flricteft  of  all  the  Jewijh  fefls,  in  their  observation  of 


ti  Concern  ^ng- 
ujJ  ,  pcrflcuiiTij 
iKc  ; 

ioudim^tltc  nph- 
icqq1jqH'&  which 
t*  m  rin  hw, 

bbmzklL 


the  law  of  God,  and  the  traditions  of  the  elders,  {AEls 
xxi«  6*  and  xxvi.  5.  and  GaU  1,  13*} 

6  And  as  to  my  regard  to  thefe  privileges,  and  do¬ 
ing  what  I  thought  my  duty  in  correfpondence  to  them, 
I  came  behind  none  of  ihofe  that  pride  themfelyes  in 
them ;  my  zeal  for  them  was  fo  flaming,  that  I  was  ve¬ 
hemently  enraged,  and  went  into  moll  furious  methods 
of  cruelty  and  violence  again  ft  the  church  of  Chrift, 
AEtt  xxti*  3,  4*  and  xxvi,  u.J  becaufe  their  principles 
and  profeflion  lay  in  difeft  oppofition  to  mine  :  And  at 
the  fame  time,  1  was  fo  finccre  and  careful  an  obfervec 


both  of  the  ceremonial  and  moral  law  of  MefeS;  that 
neither  mine  own  confcience  did,  rior  any  ntber  perfon 
could  charge  me  with  any  flagrant,  or  remarkable  tranf- 
gretftim  of  either  parrs  of  that  law;  having  lived  in  all 
goad  confcience  before  God ,  according  to  my  light,  all  the 


J  But  what 
things  wav  fam 
tO  ED£t  thplC  I 
nxntcd  loft  for 

c him. 


days  of  my  judaifm ,  (Ads  xxiii.  i.)  aed  having  verily 
thought  that  I  did  God  good  fervice  in  perfecuting  his 
New  Teftament-Church.  ( Acts  xivi.  9.) 

7  But  how  much  foever  I  once  thought,  and  any 
carnal  Jew  \vould  have  flattered  himfelf,  that  thefe 
things  were  of  the  greateft  advantage  to  me  in  my  fps- 
ritual  concerns,  as  fufliciem  to  fecure  the  favour  of  God 


and  heaven  ;  yet  when  he  called  me  by  his  grace,  I  fltw 
that  they  were  all  mifgutded,  empty  and  deficient ;  and 
that  my  dependence  upon  the  bell  of  them  was  unpro¬ 
fitable  and  injurious  to  me ;  and  fo  I  abandoned  them 
all,  in  point  of  trud  and  confidence,  for  Chrilt,  and 
(*^.««)  I  efleemed  them  as  nothing,  and  worfethan  no* 
thing  to  be  relied  upon,  in  competition  with  him. 
x  Y*a,  doobt*  8  Yea,  and  >ct»*py*  *«  fo  far  am  I,,  even 


Ttfjj  aod  I  rtHtnt 
nil  things  hut 
loft  for  the  ex- 

ocileocj  r>f  the 

knovlcitge  vt 

Chrift  Jrihs  my 
Lord:  Cor  whom 
Huvt  differed  the 
loft  of  ill  things* 
and  do  count 
them  but  dung 
that  f  may  win 
Chntlj 


row,  after  many  years  knowledge  and  experience  of 
the  pofpel-way  of  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift  alone,  from 

altering  my  mind  as  to  this  matter,  that  I  really  ftill 
reckon,  not  only  thofe  things,  but  even  all  that  I  have 
done,  in  a  way  of  religious  and  moral  obedience  fince 
my  converflon,  which  is  much  more  than  is  found 
in  any  carnal  Jrw\  I  count  all  this,  as  well  as  every 
worldly  enjoyment,  to  be  lofs,  in  comparifon  with  the 
fuperabundantly  more  excellent,  fiducial  and  experi¬ 
mental  knowledge  of  Chart,  as  the  only  Saviour,  whom 

I  hum- 


:h.  iii. 


9  And  be 
n:nbj  in  him, 
n  it  having  mine 

o*n  righteour- 

re's,  which  is  of 
the  taw,  hut  that 
which  is  through 
the  fai:h  of  (Thrift, 
the  riglileoufnefs 
u'hv.h  is  of  God 

by  f-ith  : 


Yh*  Epiftk  to  ths  Phi  lippiaks  paraphrafed-  2$ 

1  humbly  claim  and  trull  in  as  my  Lord,  according  to 
the  gofpel-difcovery  of  him;  for  whofe  fake,  and  in 
exchange  for  whom,  I  have  deemed  aU  things,  tbo* 
not  abfntutcly,  yet  in  a  comparative  view,  and  in  point 
of  confidence  in  them,  as  no  better  than  loft  5  *nd  have 
cad  them  all  away,  as  goods  are  thrown  over-board, 
when  they  endanger  (inking  the  fliip  ;  and  I  do  flitl 
reckon  them  to  be  not  only  fo,  but  even,  if  relied  in 
for  frlvarion,  like  fuch  worthlefs  and  contemptible 
things,  as  dung,  diege,  or  dog**  meat,  to  the 

end  that,  («*)  by  an  utter  renounciation  of  them  in  poiot 
of  jufUfitaxion,  I  may  at  length  gain  a  complete  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  Cbrift,  and  of  all  his  frying  benefits* 

9  And  this  I  do,  chat  when  the  Uriel  and  public 
(crutiny,  trial  and  final  decifion  of  my  {fate  fhall  come 
on,  I  may  be  found  in  Chart  with  fofety,  as  in  a  city 
of  refuge;  and  may  be  found  to  be  vitally  united  with 
him,  as  a  member  of  his  my  flics!  body,  and  compre¬ 
hended  in  him,  as  my  covenant-head >  and  fo  may  ftaml 
before  God  in  judgment,  not  as  appearing  at  his  bat 
in  my  own  perfonal  righteoufnefs,  to  be  dealt  with  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  defert,  which  at  belt  is  very  im perfectly 
anfwcrable  to  the  requirements  of  God's  holy  law  ;  but 
as  clothed  with,  and  judged  according  to  the  merit  of 
that  righteournefs,  which  con  fills,  not  in  faith  idelf, 
but  is  unto,  and  upon  all  true  believers  through  frith 
in  Chrifl,  [Rom*  iii/  22*)  ;  even  that  righteoafnefr, 
which  he  wrought  out*  by  his  obedience  and  fufFe  rings 
unto  death,  to  the  full  fatisfaclion  of  law  and  j office  in 
my  room  and  Head;  the  righteoufnefs,  which  is  of 
God's  own  appointing  and  accepting  for  juftification» 
and  of  his  imputing,  to  difeharge  from  condemnation, 
and  intitle  to  eternal  life,  in  a  way  of  believing  f. 

10  And 


N  ° 

t  This  context,  I  think,  aiv«  us  a  beau* 
mid  gradation  of  the  apofttt**  renouncing 
trail  and  confidence  in  any  rigbtttMfacti 
hat  that  of  Chrift  ;  He  begins,  ver*  j,  <S,  y. 
with  renouncing  his  Jcanfi  privileges,  and 
his  ph-irtfjkti}  right  eoofnefs,  which  con  lifted 
ill  his  observance  of  the  moral,  as  well  as  c&* 
remoaial  precepts  of  the  Jaw  i  For,  tome  at 
leal  of  the  PJuriftes  cxpeifced  to  he  juflifieti, 
not  merely  by  a  ceremonial,  but  alfo  by  a 
moral  rigiiLeoadacfs,  joined  with  it,  in  c»u- 
fur«*i iy  to  the  law,  as  appears  from  our 
Lord's  parable  of  the  Pbvitix  and  publican, 
Luke  xviiu  1  j,  ia.  and  fuch  a  PharUce  the 
famous  GaPialUl  fcems  to  have  been,  if  vrt 
w-*y  judge  of  his  moral  character  from  the 
pfdbity  and  piety  toward  Cod  that  breathed 
io  Jus  admirable  fpcccbj  Ads  v-  S-fr—Jp. 


T  E, 

Aqd  Paul,  the  Fharrfee,  who  was  brought 
up  under  him,  wu  as  eunfricntious  aa  oh* 
ferver  of  moral  obedience  as  any  Owhcr  of  that 
"Jfeft  could  be  foppofed  to  be;  force  ho  de¬ 
clare*,  that,  even  in  that  Hate,  according  to 
his  then  fenfc  of  thing*,  he  had  **  Jived  in. 
“  all  good  conferee  before  Cod,**  (Aft* 
Xxiii.  i.)  And  then  he  advices,  ver,  8,  0* 
to  a  dilcharging  of  all  trull,  not  only  iu  thr% 
but  alio  in  bu  own  pcrfbnal  righteuufhefst 
after  he  became  a  ChiifHan;  For  haring 
(aid,  with  a  reference  hack  to  the  things  be¬ 
fore  toned,  li  wlm  thing*  were  gain  to 
4i  me,  thofe  1  counted  lull  for  Chtift,**  w. 
7*  he  adds,  ver,  $t  **  Yes  dnu folds,  and  l 
*•*  do  count  tofs  for  Chrilt,  jv^fthofe  things’* 
only,  as  we  have  it  before,  {vsr,  7.)  bofc 
“  all  thing? /*  without  csc^'ttan  or  Itferve 

of 


oo  Tie  Epifik to  tie  Pbilippians  parapbra/fd.  Ci,  iiL 


lo  iWlnsy 
know  him  «a A 
the  power  of  hi* 
xcfcrtedSow,  and 
the  fblbdhp  of 
hit  be¬ 

ing  made  cm* 
CDvnnbhWDhh 
death  ; 


>v  If  by  any 
mnts  I  ought 
itulfl  unto  the 
ru&ro&toa  of 
the  tad: 


t  x  No t  a*  tho* 
Ihd  ilnadyau 

tripod 


to  And  my  earned  deGre  is,  not  only  to  be  found 
in  Chrift  at  the  la  ft  day,  but  that  tn  the  mean  while, 
and  in  aider  thereuntil  I  may  have  an  experimental 
growing  acquaintance  with  him  in  the  glory  of  hi*  per* 
Kin  and  offices,  and  in  the  efficacy  of  his  rcforre&ion, 
as  the  head  of  the  body,  for  confirming  my  joyful  hopes 
of  eternal  life,  on  that  foot,  and  in  virtue  of  it,  (i  Pet* 
i*  3.}}  and  for  animating  me  unto  the  mod  vigorous 
and  aftire  obedience,  whereby  t  may  ftiJI  further  live 
to  God,  in  conformity  to  my  rifen  Saviour  ;  and  may 
be  daily  led  into  holy  communion  with  blm,  in  his 
crucifixion,  for  crucifying  the  old  manf  the  body  tiffin* 
that  it  may  be  utterly  deftroyed^  (Rom*  vi*  6) ;  as  alfo 
for  patiently  enduring  alt  fufierings,  even  unto  death, 
for  his  lake,  in  conformity  to’  him;  who  died,  and  rofe 
again. 

11  This  Js  my  conftant  aim  and  purfuit,  that  by 
thefc,  and  all  other  means  of  God’s  appointment,  I  in 
due  time  *  may  arrive,  like  (Vilors  to  their  port,  at  that 
com  pleat  date  of  all  poffible  blefledneGs  and  glory,  which 
the  children  of  God  (hall  enjoy  at  the  refurredion  of 
the  juft,  when  their  mortal  bodies  (hall  be  railed,  io 
a  reunion  with  their  fouls,  ro  im mortal  life. 

12  1  own  that  I  have  not  already  +  received  the 

prize,  which  I  am'  running  for,  nor  (*/*  am  I 


notes- 


«f  anf  thing  done  by  him*  after,  as  well  it 
before  oonvmiofi For  ver*  9.  (bows  that 
what  he  intended  was,  alt  righreoufnefr  of 
his  own  for  j unification  according  to  the  re* 
qtmemems  of  the  law;  and  he  declares, 
that  he  periifted  Hilt  in  rcnonucfttgeven  this, 
as  infuffirient  to  fortify  him ;  and  To  he  fees 
afide  alHm  agtn able  right co a  tnr ft  ofonrawn, 
id  oppoTition  to  that  of  faith ;  and  even 
faith  itfdf,  which  is  as  much  a  work  of  tigb* 
waufseft,  9txl  as  much-  our  own*  inherent 
in  U|  and  acted  by  us,  as  aoy  <^hcr  grace* 
orln&flK  of  mngdbi  obedience :  He  die-  - 
cUtsis  re^anjitjg  /&7,  ’  as  bis  fortifying  righte- 
oufntfs*  while  he  accurately  dirtmguifbii 
faith  from  this  rlghUGufods,  which  be  does 
not  fay  is  faith  itfclf,  but  is  w  the  rizhtcouf* 
nefs  which  is  of  God  through  ftitnf'  and 
by  faith/*  as  God  imports  it,  and  faith 
receives  it.  (See  ihe  note  on  Rom.  iiL  *0- 
Aud  his  'tvimrfg  or  £ahiittg  Chriftt  and  being 
fimad  is  himt  fee  ms  to  relate,  not  merely  to 
has  hating  an  tntcrtA  in  Chrift,  and  being 
united  to  him,  but  to  look  forward  to  what 
he  fhookl  he  it  death  and  judgment  1  for  he 
had  already,  and  knew  that  He  had,  a  Cure 
intereft  In  Cbrift,  and  fo  m  that  tnft,  wit 
already  in  him  !  and  yet  he  fpedi  of  his 
preftat  dclirc  and  pur  tbit,  that  he  might, 


upon  trial,  be  fined  a  partaker  of  this  enm- 
prebenfive  hitftmg,  which  evidently  relates 
io  fame  time  (6  come,' as  expnflfd  In  tbc 
following  verfe, 

*  Ifbj  QRj  weans  {„  n^s)  here*  and,  if 
tbdi  I  maito  (ii  xkiJ  vcr.  ix.  cannot  be  fairly 
underftood  to  fignify,  that  the  apoftle  was 
In  any  doubt  about  his  own  final  and  com- 
pkie  fa  tv  at  ion,  fioec  he  fo  often  fpeaks  of  his 
firm  expeftmon  of  it ;  And  therefore  the 
parties  (d)  in  thefc  places*  >t  not  to  be 
confidence  as  a  article  of  doubting,  bat  may 
be  rendered  tbait  as  it  ic  twice  together,  A£h 
xxvi*  13*  and  fo,  in  the  prefen t  Cafe*  it  on* 
ly  intimates  the  acccfficy  of  ufingtbt  means, 
in  order  to  attaining  the  end,  (See  ZaueAy 
and  Parte  on  this  verfe.) 

f  Afreaty  attaint d  (*\at**)  is  a  different 
word  from  rxitbf  attain  %  {uzlame a)  in  the 
preceding  veric.  There  it  allude*  to  poTons 
arriring  in  a  Iwhcur,  and  Is  ufed  in  that 
fcniV;  A£te  aivuL  tp,  ahd  xmi*  iu  and 
xxvttw  1  %*  But  here  it  alludes  tw  a  * iflos *s 
receiving  the  prize  5  and-  fo  ibis,  and  ftveral 
other  terms  in  the  following  verfes,  are  tfjs* 
riftiettiy  taken  from  the Grecian  games,  then 
ufufe;  one  of  which  was  running' races  for 
s  pme  that  w?s  tn  be  won  :  and  it  ii  In 
this  view  that  we  arc  to  confider  **  prrflitg 

**  tovaid 
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»  citbcr'  yet»  like  thoCe  that  have  finilhed  their  courfe,  made 
vft*:  **bui  I  fot  perfefl  in  holinels,  as  [  fain  would  bey  and  as  I  molt 
after,'  if  that  be,  before  I  am  honoured  with  the  crown  of  ngbteouftufi9 
I  may  jpprehmd  /j  Tim.  jT.  8.) ;  but  (*»«>«»)  1  purfue  my  race*  ftretching 

aifo  I  fam  «b«-  *ort^  w‘r^  lhe  otmott  eagernefs,  that)  io  God's  way 
h,cnd«l  of  chrift  and  time,  1  may  reach  perfeflion,  and  lay  Bold  on  e- 
Jclu3'  ternallife  i  for  the  attaining  or  which  I  «jj 

Hid  bold  on  by  the  power  and  grace  of  Chrift:,  who 
met  me  in  the  way  to  Damafctu ,  plucked  me  as  a  brand 
out  of  the  fire,  and  took  poilefEon  of  me  for  hirafelf, 
that  I  might  be  eternally  faved, 

1 1  Btcthico,  I  13)  14  What  foe  ver  others  1  among  your  jodaizmg 
cnont  not  myfcif  boafters,  may  pretend  tO)  I  again,  my  hreihrcn,  freely 

headed?  buMfts  **tnowledge»  that  I  do  not  reckon  myfelf  to  hare  al- 
one  thing  /  A,  ready  reached  to,  or  obtained  a  Hate  of  perfeft  bob- 
forgetting  thoft  nefs,  any  more  than  of  perfect  happinefs ;  but.  mine 

behiSd Jo'dreJh?  cTe  ■*  fi*«d  upon  it,  as  the  one  point  in  view  (  and  in 
jug  forth  no-  all  my  running  for  it)  like  racers  io  your  neighbouring 

10  hT**  w"*1  E311158*  I  do  not  lo©b  back  to  the  law  and  my  judaizing 
*  i+  i^ief,0^  performances  of  it*  nor  to  the  advances  1  have  already 
word  the  Mark,  made  in  gofpel-holinefS)  nor  do  1  regard  them,  as  u 

*he  hTh^csIUa*  a**ainmeni8  were  fufficient,  and'  I  might  ftop 

of' Gel  io  chriif  there :  Bur,  as  it  were  forgetting  them,  and  ftretching 
jcfiii.  forth  with  all  ray  might,  to  come  up  to 

the  further  duties  and  exercifes  of  grace  that  lye  before 
me,  1  purfue  my  eourfe  toward  Chrift  and  heaven,  ac- 
cording  to  my  main  icopc,  {*"*  «**«)  'fixing  mine  eye 
upon  it,  as  archers  do  upon  their  mark,  that  I  may 

reach  to  a  Hate  of  perfect  holinefs,  in  order-. to  my  re¬ 

ceiving  the  prize  of  eternal  glory ;  to  the  obtaining  of 
whichy  God  has  called  me,  and  every  true  believer,  by 
Chrift  JefuS)  (a  Tbejf,  ii,  14.  and  1  Pet.  r.  10.)  with 
an  high  and  heavenly  calling,  that  comes  from  heaven, 
leads  to  it,  and  ihall  iffue  in  it  * ;  the  glory  of  which 
is  to  be  obtained  only  in  and  through  him,  with  whom 
our  life  ii  hid  irr  Goat  that  -when  he  who  it  our  life  Jbatt 
appear  ^  ve  atfo  may  appear  with  him  in  glory ,  (Col. 
iii.  3, 4.) 

ii  Lm m  that-  j  5  many  of  us  therefore  as  are,  though  not  in 

(y<c,  u  m»of  «  ajj  refpe&8  perfeft  + }  yet  fo  far  advanced  in  Chriftiani- 

*y» 

NOTES. 

u  toward  the  mtJc  for  the  prize*"  to\I4*  f  It  is  plain  that  by  as  many  at  It  ptrfirH* 
not  a*  though  the  prize  wot  to  be  gained  the  a pottlx  could  not  mean*  that  were  &  In 
for  the  reimmf,  (fce  the  note  ca  ftom.  vL  the  ftriftrft  fcnfc  of  the  exprriGbn :  btanfc 
13-  and  Ui  id*}  as  in  iheGrara  garnet;  he  had  jutt  before  faid  of  himfelf,  that  ho 
Lutonly  it  the  aid  of  it*  is  running  is  the  vas  nit  already  perfect ;  and  yethehtrt  putt 
ncceflary  'means,'  according  to  God's  ap-  hlmfdf  b  a tao ng  thole  that  be  ft il«  perffed; 
pointrtient*  of  obtaining  it-  and  it  is  not  to  be  fdppoieri  that  any  other 

*  As  In  Chrift  JtJks  may  relate  either  to  Chriltuns  were  more  ptrfcJl  than  btoftbl 
tbe  b&h  caIB*$  cf  Garf,  or  to  tht  prize  ^  the  (J5ee  the  note  on  i  Cor*  li.  C 
piraphrsUe  if  fumed  to  take, in  boii  fcofei. 
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beperfrfl,  be  thus 
minded  :  aud  if 
in  any  thing 
ve  he  otherwife 
minded ,  God  {bait 
mrcal  evtn  thi s 
unto  you;  . 


ty,  that,  in  a  qualified  fenfe,  we  may  be  called  perfeft, 
35  alt  the  eflemial  parts  of  the  new  creature  are  formed 
in  us»  to  a  much  greater  degree  than  in  weak  believers* 
Let  us  artend  to  this  main  point  of  counting  all  things 
but  lofs  for  Cbrift,  that  we  may  be  found  in  him*  and 
be  thoroughly  conformed  to  him*  {ver*  7,-11.);  and 
if  there  be  any  of  you  that  are  right*  as  to  this  impor¬ 
tant  do£trine,  and  yet  have  different  fentiments  from 
me,  and  from  thofe  that  are  like-minded  with  me,  as 
to  the  continuance  of  the  Mcfaic  haw,  and  of  yru/i/J 
privileges,  God  will  clear  up  even  this  to  you,  and  that 
ere  long,  when  the  temple  md-J&wjfb  ftate  fliallbe  dc- 
moliihcd* 


.  iff  Ncrmhe- 
lefs,  w  hereto  ai 
h«re  already  at* 
tained,lcg  us  walk 
by  the  tkmt  ro]et 
let  us  mind  i be 
ianw  thing. 


17  Brethren, 
be  followers  to¬ 
gether  of  me,  and 
mark  them  which 
walk  P),  as.  jc 
have  us  for  'an 
to  Ample. 


18  (For  niany 

wilk^'oT  whom  I 
have  told  yoa  of¬ 
ten,  a  ad  dow  tdl 
you  even  weep¬ 
ing,  that  they  nee 
the  encmlctof  the 
croft  of  Chrift; 


16  However,  leaving  that  matter  to  God,  todifeo- 
ver  it  to  fuch,  in  his  own  way  and  rime-,  as  far  as  wc 
feverally  have  hitherto  reached  in  knowledge,  grace,  or 
bolinefa,  let  us  keep  clofe  to  one  and  the  fame  rule, 
and  pra&ife  according  to  it,  as  it  is  plainly  revealed  in 
the  facred  canon,  (*sw,i)  which,  among  other  things, 
allures  us,  that  in  Qhrijt  Je/us  neither  circvmcifion  a- 
vaileth  any  things  nor  uncircwncijion  ;  but  faith  which 
worhs  by  love »  or  a  new  creature^  (Gal.  v.  6.  and  vi* 
15,  x6>)  and  let  us  be  unanimous  in  our  adherence  to 
this  rule* 

17  I  would  fain  have  you,  my  beloved  brethren,  con¬ 
cur  one  with  another,,  iu  following  my  example  in 
principle  and  pra£tice,  aa  to  the  fore-mentioned  things, 
in  which  I  follow  Chrift ;  and  let  it  be  your  great  care 
to  obferve  thofe,  believers,  as  patterns  worthy  of  imita¬ 
tion,  who  walk  acccording  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel 
aftcr-the  fame  manner,  as  ye  have  it  exemplified  in  my- 
fe]f  and  other  mimflers  or  Chriftians,  that  are  led  into 

the  fpirituality  and  light  of  the  New  Teftament-difpen- 
fation.  . 

18  This  I  would  recommehd  with  the  greateftear- 

neltnefs  to  you,  to  prevent  your  being  milled  and  per¬ 
verted  by  judaizing  teachers ;  For  there  are  many  of 
them,  of  whom  I  frequently  warned  you  when  I  was 
with  you;  and,  finding  that  they  (till  continue  obfti- 
jiate,  and  are  fo  bufy  among  you,  I  now  again  tell  you, 
with  a  grief  of  heart  which  forces  tears  from  mine 
eyes,  in  conGderation  of  the  dishonour  brought  to  Chrift 
arid  the  gofpel,  and  of  your  danger  of  being. perverted 
by  them,  as  well  as  of  their  own  deplorable  condition, 
that,  whatsoever  their  pretences  be,  they  are  in  reality. 


NOTE. 

}  The  apoftle.  a«ordiojj  to  his  wonted  appearance  of  often* al ion,  as  though  be 
wifdom  and  modcliy,  mentions  the  example  would  only  pvupole  hlui&if  to  their  uuilst- 
of  otturs,  as  well  as  hi_s  [o  prevent  tlou. 


Cb.  iii. 


3T 


t$  Whofc  end 
>j  dcil  ruction , 
vUcfc  God  U 
lht:r  belly;  and 
'brhfe  flory  U  jil 
ihcir  fh  jcnc,  who 

inutd  earthly 

‘  ijls*0 


10  For  onreon- 

version  U  in 
ti^vcii  ,  from 
whence  *lfb  we 
look  fur  ihc  Sa¬ 
viour*  the  Lott! 
Jcfu$  Chrift ; 


ii  Who  ball 
change  out  vile 
bujytihat  it  may 
be  faftktiied  like 
unto  h \s  glorious 
body,  according 

to  the  working 
whereby  he  is  able 

even 


The 


both  doftrinally  *  and  practically,  the  worft  or  all 
ncmiea  to  the  fundamental  article  of  falvanon  alone 
by  a  crucified  Chrift,  through  his  atoning  death,  and 
are  utterly  averfeto  taking  up  their  crofs  and  following 
him }  all  which  will  turn  to  their  own  confufion* 

„  ip  Who,  in  the  winding  up  of  things  at  ’aft,  will 
find  it  to  ifliie  in  fheir  eternal  perdition,  as  they  art  de¬ 
ceit  fid  workers^  whofe  end  Jball  be  actor  Ji/ig  to  their 
works ,  (2  Cor*  xi,  13.)  Nor  can  it  be  expeded  to  be 
other  wife  with  -Tuch  fort  of  men,  who  make  the  gratifi¬ 
cation  of  carnal  views  and  pie  a  Cures  their  principal  aim, 
and  fo  fee  up  the  pampering  of  their  own  appetites  as 
their  chief  good,  inflead  of,  and  in  oppnfition  to  God 
and  his  glory  5  who  alfo  arc  fo  fond  of  deceiving,  and 
malting  a  gain  of  their  converts  to  promote  their  feculur 
interefts,  as  even  to  bead  of  it,  which,  iuttaad  of  being 
to  their  honour,  is  really  matter  of  the  greatefl  (hame 
to  them  i  and  who  attend  to,  relilh  and  purfue  nothing, 
under  all  their  religious  profeffion,  but  mean,  empty, 
uncertain,  unfatisfylng,  and  defiling  enjoyments,  that 
are  of  ao^parthly  nature,  and  relate  only  to  this  lower 
world. 

l 

20  It  is  not  thefe  wdrthlcfs  and  pernicious  leaders 
that  ye  are  to  follow ;  but  ye  ought  to  imitate  us,  who 
are  of  a  contrary  fpirit,  temper,  and  behaviour,  fuftable 
to  our  mote  excellent  ffate  and  character;  For  as  we  are 
citizens  of  the  celeftial  Jerufalemy  our  hearts  and  affec¬ 
tions  riling  above  the  things  of  earth  and  fenft,  alccnd 
up  to  heaven,  and  {T***^r#^*}  our  traffic  lyes  in  the 
daily  correfpondente  we  carry  on  there  with  Chrift 
himfclf,  ( CoL  Hi*  I.)  from  whence  we  alfo  look,  long, 
and  hope  for  the  great  and  only  Saviour,  to  defeend  at 
the  Jaft  day,  even  our  Lord  Jrfus  Chrift,  who  hath  pro- 
mi  fed  to  come  agamy  and  receive  its  to  himfdf  that 
where  he  £#,  there  we  may  be  alfoy  (John  xiv*  3.) 

21  Who  will  then  transform  thefe  vile  and  mortal 
bodies  of  ours,  which  carry  the  marks  of  out  humilia¬ 
tion  in  their  wcaknefs,  wearinefs,  and  infirmity,  and 
in  their  being  clogs  and  hindrances  to  the  fpiritual  and 
holy  exercifes  of  the  foul,  finte,  and  by  means  of  rhe 
fail,  &ml  which  will  be  meaner  and  more  contemptible 
itUI  in  the  rotttnncfs  and  corruption  of  the  grave  ;  he 

will 


N  o 

*  They  were  J&rwal  enemies  to  the  croi’s 
of  Cbrilt,  as  they  did  oot  deperd  upon  his 

iluth  alone  for  but  made  circum- 

tiliun,  ^vd  the  rth’crvtfiait  uf  the  ia# 

01"  .Mtfiij  nrcdl;ry  to  it;  and  they  were 
/■'  jfhcul  enemio-1 1->  his  crofij  es  tlw  y  plead* 
Vo!.  V.  f  C 


T  K. 

ed  for  rites  to  avoid  reproach  and 

pcr&cu’-iok  from  the  Jcn> j,  mid  to  indulge 
their  appetites*  initrr.d  of  enmity inj 

the  Heih,  ufith  the  adfl'tfimis  and  lulls,  ta 
carf^miy?  ^ind  hy  virtue  dcrised  from, 

ciucifixisc  0:  CbriiL 
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even  »o  fuWuc  wj]j  then  make  a  glorious  change  upon  them,  that  they 

1,11,0  may  rife  in  a  beautiful  and.  fhining  refemblance  of  his 
own  moft  glorious  body,  (fee  i  Cor .  xv.  47, 48^  49O1 
according  to  the  wonderful  energy  and  operation  of  his 
almighty  power,  which  can:  be  no  lefs  than  divine, 
(rffts  xxvi,  8.  Ropi'  iv.  17.  and  Ephtf.  i.  19,  20.)  by 
which  our  bleflcd  Lord  is  able  .to  overcome  all  difficul¬ 
ties,  aa  he  certainly  will,  in  bringing  every  thing  that 
oppofes  bim  into  an  entire  fubjc&ion  to  himfelf,  as 
well  as  in  deftroytng  the  lalk  enemy,  which  is  death* 
(l  Car.,  xv.  26.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

AVbat  need  hive  Chriftiana  to  be  often  warned  of  feducm  !  Faithful  minifters 
ill  Quid  never  he  weary  of  cautioning  them,  or  of  putting  them  upon  the  raoft  dfli- 
gent  watch  agaiuft  thofe  that  carp  and  cavil  at  the  purity  of  the  gofpeb  and  arc 
themfclvea  fiich  workers  of  iniquiry  as  to  be  both  d odrinally  and  prafti call y  grie¬ 
vous  enemies  to  the  merit*  virtue,  and  honour  of  a  crucified  Jefus,  They  trull 
in  fomrthing  of  their  own,  inftead  of  bim  and  his  righteoufhefe ;  and  yet  they  are 
fenfoal  and  carnal,  and  even  glory  in  the  moft  ihameful  enormities,  and  fe  cut 
themfclvcs  off  from  all  the  bldfings  of  the  covenant  of  price,  and  entail  everlaft- 
iiig  deftnidtion  upon  thcmfefves*  But  0  how  happy  is  it  to  he  drcumcifed  !n 
heart,  to  be  fpirttual  and  evangelical  woriljippcts  of  Gtid,  to  rejoice  and  glory  in 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  to  place  no  confidence  tn  external  privileges  and  z&d 
for  them;  no,  nor  in  own  monrior  religions  righteoufnefs !  None  of  theft  are 
to  be  fet  in  competition  with  Chrift,  or  relied  ujion  for  acceptance  with  God  to 
eternal  Hfe*  They  are  all  to  be  laid  afide  as  nothing;  yea,  as  loft  and  dtmg,  not 
as  in  thcmfdves,  but  as  fet  up  in  oppofitioQ  to  the  faying  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and 
being  found  at  death  and  judgment  in  union  with  him,  and  interred  in  that  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  bis  which  is  made,  over  for  juftification  through  faith  in  him*  And 
yet  how  carefully  fhould  we  guard  agsiqft  neglefting,  falsification  and  ho  H  refs, 
which  are  as  neceffary  to  our  enjoying  God  ,  as  juftification  itfelf  l  And  bow  de- 
firous  ought  we  to  be  of  having  fucb  a  knowledge  of  CRrift,  as  iliall  be  a  means  of 
deriving  virtue  from  hia  death  and  rc&rreftion,  to  make  us  conformable  to  him 
In  both,  by  dying  unto  fin,  and  living  unto  God  1  The  moft  eminent  believers 
upon  earth  are  far  from  being  perfect  herein;  and  therefore,  without  taking  up 
with  prrfcnt  attainments,  fhouid.be  continually  preffing  onwards  after  a  perfee* 
tion  in  alt  knowledge,  grace,  and  hofinefs,  till  they  fiiall  reach  it,  at  the  end  of 
their  race,  in  a  better  world,  according  to  what  thrift  defined  them  for,  when 
he  laid,  hold  of  them  by  bis  Spirit,  Though  feme  Chriftians  are  more  advanced  in 
ligKt  and  experience  than  others ;  yet  they  all  ought  to  be  of  the  fame  mind,  with 
refpeft  to  thefe  important  points ;  and,  as  far  as  they  have  attained,  fhould  walk 
logether  in  brotherly  luve,  and  according  to  the  rule  of  God*s  word;  And  if 
there  be  any  thing  of  lefs  confequencc*  ih  which  their  fentiments  differ,  they 
fhould  bear  with  one  another,  and  leave  it  to  God  to  convince  tbofc  that  are  mif- 
taken,  as  to  fuch  things,  after  all  proper  methods  have  been  unfucceftfotfy  try'd, 
iu  the  fpirit  of  meeknefs,  to  fet  them  right*  How  ambitious  fhould  wt  be  of 
refill! yobferviog,  and  copy  mg  after  thofe,  wbo^  like  the  apoftte,  fct  us  the  moft 
laudable  example;  wbofe  hearts,  attentions*  and  conver&tuur  are  much  in  hea- 
ych.  likc  citizens  of  that  holy  and  delightful  Bate,  where  Jtfus  our  Saviour  lives 
in  all  his  glory;  and  from  whence  believers  look,  with  longing  defire  and  hope, 
for  his  return  to  take  them  up  thither!  And  O  what  an  amazingly  happy  change 
will  he  Chen  make  upon  tfcefe  frail,  contemptible,  and  mortal  bodies!  He  nili 
thtrii  form  them  into  the  likentfe  of  hie  own  molt  glorious  body,  by  an  ad  of  di¬ 
vine  OiMiipoleuce,  which  funnounts  all  difficulties',  aud  by  which  he  himfelf  is, 
and  will  prove  to  be  able  to  vanouiih  death,  and  all  bis  a;:d  cur  enemies. 

CHAP- 


Ch.  It*  ThoEpiflli  to  the  Phi  LiPPl  A  kb  faraphrafed*  J'}' 

C  H  A  P.  IV. 

■t  ■  *  ■_ 

rht  apofiU  mofi  affefthnately  exhorts  the  Philippi  a  ns  to  Jland  fafi  hi 
the  Lord)  ver.  j,.  Gives  tHreUioas  to  feme  particular  perfosu  among 
them,  and  to  them  ail  in  general ,  2r—<b  Exprcffes  bis  great  fatis- 
failion  in  the  fuppfy  they  had fine  him,  and  hit  own  contentment  in  e~ 
very  condition  if  lift,  adding  a  do xo logy  to  God  the  Father,  10, — 20. 
Salutes  them,  and  finds  thtfalut&tions  of  others}  and  ctofis  all  •with 
bis  ufual  henediSliott,  21] — 23. 


Text. 

’pHcrefore,  my 
brethren  , 
karly  beloved 
mi  lunged  for, 
ny  ypj  and 
:rown,  lb  ftind 
4  in  the  Lor^ 
-■:*  dearly  telov* 


J. 


Paraphrase. 

1 

\  S,  therefore,-  ye  have  iiitherro  continued  in  the  faith 
^  and  fellowftii.p  of  the  gofpel,  and  given  good  proof 
of  your  holy  obedience,  (chap.  i.  j  .  and  ii.  12.)?  and  as 
I  have  exhorted  you  io  follow  niy  example  in  a  per  feve¬ 
ring  dependence  on  ChFift,  andprclling’  toward  perfec¬ 
tion,  till  we  get  to  heaven,  from  whence  we  look  for 
the  Saviour,  (chap.  iti.  8,-2 1 .)  I  earneftly  in  treat  you, 
my  brethren  in  the  faith,  to  abide  ft ed fail,  and  unfiia- 
ken  in  your  fiducial  adherence  to,  and  holy  profdfiun 
of  the  Lord  Jefas,  and  in  his  ftrength,  as  your  Head  and 
Saviour,  whatever  difficulties  and  dangers  ye  may  he 
expofed  to  for  it?  and  tdpthis  with  the  greateft  affec¬ 
tion  to,  and  hope  concerning  you,  who  in  confedera¬ 
tion  of  ydur  commendable  behaviour  hitherto,  are  fo 
greatly  endeared  to  me*  that' I  in  oft  heartily  Jove  you, 
and  long  for  your  further  cfbbiiOimentaiid  proficiency, 
as  alfo  for  an  oppoiteniry  of  feeing  you  again,  (chap.  i. 
8.)  as  the  dear  fealg  of  my  mtniftry,  whom  I  think  of 
as  my  joy  and  crown  of  rejoicing  now,  and  as  to  b?  vet 
more-abundantly  fo,  in  the  prefence  of  our  Lord  Jcfvt 


j  1  befeedi 
Fuodiii,wd  Ibt- 
fetch  SyrtTjche  t 
lhat  they  be  of 
[he  lame  mind  iu 
the  Lord* 


Chrijl  at  hu  ctming*  (i  ThcflVii,  ig*)  In  the  thoughts 
of  which,  I  want  words  fiifficicnt  to  ejprcfs  the  ardors 
and  overflowings  of  my  heart  to  you  f,  my  moil  affec¬ 
tionately  beloved  friends  and  brethren  in  the  Lord. 

2  I  in  a  particular  manner  recommended  it  zo  Euodiar 
and  do  the  Paine  to  Syntych**)  that  they,  hying  atide  all 
differences,  iHianimoalty  agree  one  with  another,  and 
with  the  whole  church  in  love  and  a(Tc£Uon,  and  in  the 

do&rines 


K  O  T  K  S* 

f  Whataptleof  ftv?df  d«i  the  apeftie  thne  had  been  confiderahly  eminent  in  tbo 
hm  heap  up,  to  otprefi  the  fervors  of  his  church,  but  were  nnw  At  variance  o*ie  with 
love  to  thete  PbUippianjt  and  ingratiate  him*  [brother,  and  had  been  rajnperc J  with  bf 
Vi,  After  Vis  ofu:d  manner,  with  them :  as  thr7*a»i>  zealot  v  \v  pervert  them;  and 
Uuugh  they,  md  they  only,  bad  ingrefled  therefore  the  apoftle  intrcated  them  to  be  it- 
iU  ftHertions.  cnuc’ded  one  to  the  other,  and  to  combine 

*  W  Siaiycht  aremoft  common-  ftcdfiift  in  the  Li  lb,  iuul  united  wiUi  tbc 

v  ihojjht  to  Jisvc  bren  two  women  of  note,  church. 

Vi 


3« 


Tbs  EfijHe  to  tbs  Philifpiahs  paraphrafdL  Ob  if- 


do£trines  of  Chrift  ;  in  their  adherence  to  them  j  and 
in  a  becoming  profcffion  of  them. 

3  An<l  i  in-  3  And  1  earneftly  bcfeech  you,  my  fiucere  and  faith - 
me  ySe-fello*;  fu*  companion,  who  chearfully  dnw  in  the  fame’  yoke 
iclp  theft  women  With  myfdf,  for  promoting  the  intereft  of  Ghrilt  f,  that 
which  iabonrei  you  would  do  your  utmoil  to  help  forward  this-  good 

g'.jl'pc.rwi'h  C'(e-  delign,  *n  *he  moll  prudent,  tender,  and  affe£Honate 
raent 'alio,  and  maimer,  by  advifing  and  exhorting  thefe  two  eminent 
with  other  my  lyomen,  heartily  to  unite  in  the  common  caufe  again, 

w it™ 'nauK^.u c-  w ho  were  very  diligent  and  affiftant  to  me,  though  not 
in  the  booh  of  in  public  mitiiftrations,  yet  in  fubferving  my  work  of 

preaching  the  gofpcl,  by  private  inftmelions  and  pray* 
ers,  by  their  exemplary  behaviour,  and  their  fympathi- 
ftng  and  undergoing  great  labour  and  fufferings  with 
me,  and  caking  care  of  me  in  all  my  wants  and  trials, 
while  I  was  engaged  in  that  work  at  Philippi ;  and  who 
were  alike  fervjceablc  to  the  excellent  Clement  |j,  and 


feveral  others  of  my  brethren  in  the  mini  ft  ry,  that  have 
'  embarked  in  the  fame  glorious  caufe,  and  taken  great 
pains,  together  with  me,  in  fprcadi’ng  the  gofpcl  j  and 
of  whom  lam  verily  perfuaded,  from  what  appears  of 
the  grace  of  God  in  them,  that  they  ate  favourites  of 
heaven  ;  as  certainly  and  particularly  chofen  of  God  to 
eternal  life,  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,  as  if 
their  names  had  been  regiftered,  or  inrolled  in  a  book, 
among  the  appointed  heirs  of  falvauon,  {Rev,  xvii.  8.) 
a  Rejoice  in  4  As  to  the  whole  body  of  true  believers  among  you, 
rhe  Lord  always  jt  ;s  y0ur  duty  and  privilege,  confidering  all  the  blef- 

ftdJiil!*11  1  ®n89  yc  hare  in  hand  and  in  hope,  to  rejoice  and  tri¬ 

umph,  not  after  a  carnal,  bat  fpiritual  manner,  in  the 
Lord  jefus  your  Head  and  Saviour,  as  I  have  already 
told  you,  {chap,  hi.  i.)  and  now  repeat  «»  that  ye  may 
do  fo  on  all  occafions,  and  in  all  circumstances,  what* 
erer  fufferings  or  tribulations  ye  may  be  expo  fed  ro  on 
his  account.  I  fay  unto  you  now  again,  that,  even  in 
the  rmdftof  them  all,  ids  your  great  duty  and  privilege  to 
rejoice  in  the  Lord*  and  in  your  fufferings  for  his  fake* 
{chap*  L  28,  29,  and  i  Pet .  iv.  13,  14,)  which,  being 
patiently  endured,  are  an  honour  to  him  and  yourftlves, 
and  will  finally  turn  to  your  own  belt  account.  . 


NOTES, 


■f  Who  it  -was  that  the  apofUe  calls  iw  pofing  him  to  he  a  muried  mao,  (S«  Mr 

thoogh  wtl  kiwwn  to  the  church  Peirtfs  note*)  A  fid  it  icern*  to  otc,  that  ttic 
it  PhtHppi-,  is  tarwally  cMjctiwtdt  with  help  which  the  tpoftle  dciircii  (hit  perkm  to 
great  uncvfUiut^  it  this  Jittatice  of  time*  give  Emg&ss  tfld  related  to  a 

fuppnle  that  it  was  the  husband,  or  undent  ndir£  that  was'bctw«&  {hem, 
brother  oi  one  of  the  womeu  before-menrton-  g  Who  this  Chmtvt  was,  whether  Cltmuu 

ed  ;  others,  that  it  was  ibme  tiotwi  compa-  Romanos,  or  ibmc  other,  is  rcry  uncemn\ 
nlon,  or  fcilmv- labourer  of  the  ^poftle’s,  and  and  of  no  Importance  for  us  to  know, 

others,  that  it  mily  vu  his  wife,  they  fop- 


Cfa.  IT. 


. 

Tbe  Epyik  hr  the  Phili*pjahs  paraphr&jkd* 


3* 


S  Let  yoar 

r^idcmioti  be 
:nown  unto  ail 
Ten.  The  Lord 
j  at  huuL 


tf  Re  capful 
f*>r  nothing:  but 

n  cwy  thiog  bf 
■jrjyw  aod  lup- 
:  )1  f  catk>«i  with 

Jet 

j»ur  requrff  he 
rrudcknowfiiuiU* 
Ltoj* 


}  And  the 
p?are  of"  Ocd, 

which  paficth 

t:l  iinMsnd  - 
/hall  keep 
y^ur  hearts  anti 
minds  through 
Piiifl  Jcfus, 


j  Maintain  and  discover  a  meek,  patient,  and  gentle 
temper  of  fpirjt  towards  all  men,  and  parti¬ 

cularly  toward  your  very  perfecutora  themfclves-,  and  a 
weanednefs  of  affe£tion  from  the  things  of  this  life,  as 
knowing  that  the  Lord  Jefus  is  near  at  hand  ro  obferve 
your  behaviour*  and  take  your  part;  and  will  foon  ap¬ 
pear  to  the  confufiou  of  your  JrwiJh adverfaries,  at  the 
deftruftion  of  Jtnifalem>  and  will  come*  ere  long,  as 
the  Judge  of  the  whole  world,  to  put  an  end  to  the  pre- 
fern  Gate  of  things,  and  all  your  afflictions,  and  to  do 
juftice  to  your  righteous  caufe,  and  render  tribulation  to 
them  that  trouble  fou9  (a  Theih  i*  6*) 

6  Whatever  difficulties,  wants*  or  dangers  may  be* 
fal  you,  relating  to  this  prefen  t  world,  take  heed  that 
ye  do  not  perplex  yourfeJves  with  anxious,  cutting,  dif- 
truftful,  and  dift  rafting  cares  about  any  of  them, 

how  ye  Gull  be  able,  either  to  bear  up  ondet 
diem,  or  to  avoid  them,  orget  through  them  :  But  as  a 
remedy  again  ft  this,  (*■  »**«)  in  every  time  and  circum- 
ffance  of  things,  be  they  ever  fo  afflictive,  leryour  ad- 
drefles  be  presented  to  God,  who  loves  to  hear  you  tell¬ 
ing  him  the  defires  of  your  hearts,  (though  he  perfect¬ 
ly  knows  them  all  before-hand,)  that  ye  may  own  your 
entire  dependence  upon  him,  and  pay  the  religious  bo- 
mage  due  to  him  j  and  that  he  may  glorify  his  own 
name,  as  a  God  hearing  prayer.  Let  this  be  done  with 
all  forts  of  humble  petitions  and  pleas,  and  with  belter 
ring,  earned  importunity  and  perfeverance,  in  depreca* 
ting  evils  that  ye  are  attended  with,  of  in  danger  of, 
and  in  imploring  the  hidings  ye  oiecdj  as  alfo  with 
chearful  gratitude,  and  high  ascriptions  <jf  glory  to  him, 
under  a  fenfe  of  your  own  unworthinefs,  and  of  the 
riches  and  freenefs  of  his  goodnefs  and  grace,  for  all 
the  mercies  that  ye  enjoy  anti  hope  for,  in  your  very  . 
word  condition,  which  might  be  worfe  Gil!,  relating  to 
this  world  and  that  which  is  to  come. 

7  And  in  anfwer  to  your  humble  importunity,  and 
believing  requcfU,  the  molt  excellent  peace,  which  God 
gives  and  approves  of;  peace  with  him,  as  your  recon¬ 
ciled  God  aftd  Father  through  his  beloved  Son,  together 
with  a  fweet  fenfe  of  it  m  your  own  fouls ;  peace  of  con- 
fcienice  through  the  atoning  hlood  of  Jefus ;  peace  with 
iine  another  %  and  the  peace  of  a  fanftified  heart,  and 
of  a  quiet  calmnefs  of  fpirit  with  regard  to  all  other 
perfons  and  things;  even  that  peace  which  exceeds  all 
adequate  conceptions  of  believers  themfeives,  much 
more  of  rhofe  that  have  not  experienced  it*  This  moft 
excellent  peace,  whatfoever  ye  may  fuffer  in  the  body. 


$8  The  Bpi/tte  to  the  Pii'iLfppiAM  parafirajid  Ctu  |r. 


t  Finally,  bre¬ 
thren,  whatfocvcr 
things  arc  true* 
vLtfocvcithii)^ 
tfw  hontil,  wbai- 
foc* cr  things  ifrf 

Juft,  whaifoever 
things  are  pure* 
-whatft]£v?rthmg3 
are  lovely,  vhat- 
/«cvcr  things  are 
of  good  report ; 
jf  there  be  arty 
virtue,  and  -if 

there  be*  n  y  pra  ilc, 

think  oji  thc:p 

thing*  t 
■ 


will  defend  and  guard  oor  hearts,  as  in  a  ftrong  gam- 
fon,  (tWEfn)  and  fortify  your  rifinds  with  a .holy  com- 
pofure  ;  and  fo  preferve  youF  whole  fouls  from  uniting, 
or  fainting  under  your  troubles,  and  from  apoftatizing 
by  means  of  them  t  again (l  which  ye  will  be  fccured 
through  the  knowledge'  ofChrift,  and  your  union  with 
him,  as  your  Head  mi  Saviour,  and  through  his  merit 
and  fufferings  for  you. 

8  To  clo(e  with  a  recommendation  t>f  fomc  general 
duties  to  you,  my  brethren  beloved  in  the  Lord,  what* 
foever  things  are  true  and  fin  cere  in  words  and  action?, 
profeflions  and  engagements,  and  are  agreeable  to  the 
word  of  truth,  and  the  reafon  of  things,  free  from  all 
hypocrifyand  deceit;  Whatfoever  things  are  venerable, 
decent,  and  becoming,  in  drefs,  language,  and  deport* 
man,  according  to  your  tefpe£iive  ftations  and  relations, 
as  men  and  ChrHHars:  Whatfoever  things  arc  juft 
and  due  to  God  and  mar,  in  ail  your  dealings  with 
him  and  them;  Whatfoever  things  belong  to  chafttry 
and  purity  of  mind,  free  from  all  defilement  of  fin  in 
heart,  fpeech,  and  behaviour:  "Whatfoever  things  are 
of  an  amiable  nature,  and  render  the  fubje&s  and  prac- 
tifers  of  them  lovely  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  man; 
Whatfoever  things  are  deemed  reputable  cfpecially  by 
the  fober,  wife,  and  religious  part  of  mankind,  among 


whom  a  good  name  is  rather  to  be  chofen  than  great 
rhhesf  (Prov.  xxii.  i*)  If  there  be  any  thing,  as  un¬ 
doubtedly  there  is,  in  all  this,  or  in  whatfoever  may 
be  fuppofed  to  be  added  to  it  of  a  moral  nature,  in  the 
whole  compafs  of  natural  and  revealed  religion,  that  is 
truly  virtuous,  brave,  and  laudable ;  let  thde  things 
dwell  habitually  upon  your  minds;  and  often  reflect 
upon  them,  and  ftudy  their  nature,  obligation,  and 
importance,  in  order  to  your  putting  them  into  prac¬ 
tice  upon  Chriflian  principles,  by  divine  affiftance,  to 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  credit  of  your  holy  profef- 
fion  of  Chrifl's  name,  and  to  your  own  and  others  good* 

which hyc ’h we  9  Thefe  and  fuch  like  excellent  things,  relating  to 
both  learned, and  a  holy  life  and  conversion,  jo  all  the  duties  of  morali- 
Tcctfvcd  ,  axid  ty,  as  well  as  of  piety,  which  ye  have  acquired  the 

wld  th^cod  of  knowkdge  {^*«)  as  the  difciples  of  Jefiis,  and  have 
pc«c  foil  be  Jirofefled  to  aflent  and  conlent  to,  and  approve,  as  right 
T^th-jon.  •  and  fit  for  regulating  your  own  condufi  ;  and  which  ye 

have  been  taught  by  my  public  miniftry,  2nd  private 
inftru&ions,  and  have  fren  exemplified  in  my  own  walk 
aruf  behaviour,  when  I  was  with  you*  Attend  ferriouf* 
iy  unto  thefe  things,  and  reduce  them  into  pta&ice : 
And  in  this  way,  God,  who  is  at  peace  with  you  thro3 


Ch.  It. 


»»  Bet  1  re- 

juiced  in  the 
Lord  great  ly ,  f  h  at 

now  ut  (he  Uft 
y'uir  cart  <rf  oie 
liach  Hourifbnl 
again,  wherein  ye 
were  alfo  careful, 
but  ye  lacked  op- 
port  no  tty* 


ri  Hot  ihzt  I 
freak  in  refpcft 
of  vant  -  for  1 
ha vo  l(am«d  m 
wh  uit-crer  ilate  I 
am,  ibemriti  to 

be  CCUltCOf. 


ft  l  I  know 

both  four  Eo  be  *- 
hafe^aiid  Iknour 
hvm  to  abound : 
evjry  where,  and 
iii  alt  things  I  am 
iiiilruded,  both 
f:>  be  full  and  to 

be  hungry,  both 

to  abound  and 
to  fa  Her  need* 


The  SpiftU  to  the  Philip Piiiie ^paraphrafeX  $9 

the  blood  of  Jefus,  and  is  the  author  of  all  inward  peace  t 
and  who  delights  in  the  profperity  of  his  fervants,  and 
in  their  orderly  deportment,  as  becomes  thegofpel,  will 
take  pieafure  to  dwell  among  you,  to  mamfeft  himftlf 
to  you,  as  your  God,  and  to  own  and  blefi  you,  as  a 
people  near  and  dear  to  him. 

10  But,  to  give  further  vent  to  the  grateful  fenfe  I 
have  of  your  kind  and  Chriftian  regards  to  me,  I  can* 
not  tell  how  to  forbear  repeating  the  great  fa tis faction 
and  joy  of  my  foul,  in  reflecting  on  the  love  and  grace 
of  our  Lord  Jefus,  who  inclined  your  hearts  to  a£t  a 
friendly  and  affeCtiooate  part  toward  me  for  his  fake 
now  again,  after  your  former  generofity,  (ver*  i$,  16.) 
and  after  your  Teeming  neglcCt  of  me  (ince  that  time  j 
inafmuch  as  your  concern  for  fupplying  my  wants,,  in 
my  imprifonment  and  difficulties,  has  now,  at  length, 
vifibly  revived,  and  difeovered  itfelf  with  vigour,  (««*• 
*j™)  like  a  good  tree,  that  feemed  barren  in  the  winter, 
but  fprouts  again  in  the  fpring,  and  brings  forth  fruit 
in  itsfeafon  :  For  I  find  ye  were  all  along  folicitoufly 
thoughtful  about  fending  to  my  relief,  only  your  cir* 

.  cum  fiances  did  not  admit  of  your  doing  it  fo  foon  as  ye 
defired;  and  ye  had  no  opportunity  of  conveying  your 
liberality  to  me, 

11  I  do  not  mention  thefe  things,  as  though  I  were 

reduced  td  infuppoffable  wants,  or  were  uncafy  under 
tbofe  th^t  attended  me;  or  as  though  1  rejoiced  only, 
hecaufe  they  are  now  fupplied  by  your  bounty  $  no, 
thefe  things  are  of  little  account  with  me:  For,  through 
the  viciffitude  of  tny  affairs,  aod  a  fanftified  ufe  of  them 
by  divine  grace,  T  have  been  taught  and  enabled  to  learn 
and  praftife  the  great  leflbn  of  Chriftian'  contentment 
in  every  ftate  and  condition  of  this  life  into  which  Pro¬ 
vidence  brmgsrne;  as  being  fyiiy  fafisfied,  that  my 
heavenly  Father  orders  what  is  beft  for  me,  and  that 
he  vitU  never  have*  nor  for  fake  (Heb<  xiii«  5*)  ; 

and  as  having,  upon  this  principle,  a  fufficiency  in  my- 
felf  x*t)  of  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  which 
fuppties  the  want  of  temporal  good  things, 

12  In  this  manner  1  am  brought  to  learn  the  happy 
and  holy  Drill  of  pofTeffing  my  own  foul  iir  peace  and  pa¬ 
tience,  when  I  am  thrown  into  the  mofi  contemptible 
and  humbling  circum fiances,  that  J  may  not  be  dejec¬ 
ted  and  difeompofed  by  them;  and  1  under  ft  and  the 
way  of  behaving  without  elation  of  mind,  or  being 
over-plea  fed  and  lifted  up,  when  providence  fmifes  u- 
pon  me;  Wherever  I  am,  and  into  what  firuation  of 
things  foevej  I  be  caft,  I  am  well  iaukued  in  the  facred 

know- 
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Ch.  in 


lj  I  can  do  all 
thing*  thrn‘Ch  rift 
vhlih  Jlrcnjtli- 

£.14  til  i*lC, 


knowledge  of  conducing  with  an  equal  and 

becoming  temper  ot  fpirit :  When  1  am  refreshed  and 
filled  with  provifions  for  bodily  fuftenance;  and  when 
I  am  hungry  for  want  of  them  ;  yea,  when  I  have  the 
greaceft  affluence  of  the  good  things  of  this  life;  and 
when  I  am  in  the  greatelt  degree  deftirutc  of  them,  1 
am  taught  to  exercife  the  graces,  and  perform  the  du¬ 
ties  that  belong  to  thefe  different  and  contrary  lots  and 
conditions,  as  to  external  matters* 

13  Not  that  i  am  fo  vain-glorious*  as  to  think  that 
I  can  do  thefe  great  things  of  myfclf,  or  even  merely 
bythe  flrength  of  the  grace  that  I  have  already  received ; 
but  1  find,  by  daily  experience,  that  1  am  enabled  to 
perform*  not  only  thefe,  but  every  other  duty  that  1 
am  called  to,  as  a  Chriftian  and  an  apoftle,  through  the 
continual  concurring  aids  and  afliftances  of  ChritU  by 
virtue  of  my  union  with  him,  in  whofe  grace  I  am 
thong,  (2  Tim*  ii.  u)  and  who  is  ever  with  me  to  ani¬ 
mate,  excite,  amt  (Ircngthen  me  for  them. 

14  However,  this  does  not  at  all  leiTen  your  kindnefs 
to  me,  and  concern  for  me ;  nor  detract  from  the  fca* 
fonablenefs  of  your  bounty:  Yc  have  sifted  a  truly  Chris¬ 
tian  parr,  which  is  veryaccepnblc  to  me,  and  to  God 
himfetf  through  JefusChrift,  (vcr.  18,) ;  becaufe  of  the 
love  which  ye  have  teftified  to  the  Lord,  and  to  me 
hU  prifoncr  and  fervaut,  in  that  ye  fympathized  with 
me  in  my  bonds  and  tribulations,  and  fent  a  liberal  and 
fuitable  fupply  formy  relief  under  them. 

jj  And  (J|)  to  fhew  the  grateful  fenfe  I  hare,  my 
dear  PWi'^i^w-breihren,  of  all  your  kindnefs  to  me,  I 
mention  it  to  your  honour,  and  take  pleafmc  in  re* 
minding  you  of  it,  that  not  pow  of  lac  only,  hut  alfo 
when  1  was  Bril  in  your  parrs,  and  preached  the  gofpel 
to  you ;  and  particularly  when  1  was  about  to  take  my 
leave  of  you  f,  and  to  go  from  your  Macedonian'  pro- 
iVg”a<Vd ^vince  into  other  countries,  to  labour  there  in  the  work 
but  yeoflly*  of  the  Ijord,  no  other  church  befides  ycur$  contributed 

10  my  fupporr,  that  as  I  freely  gave,  and  they  received 
fpiritual  things,  fo  they  might  give,  and  I  receive  of 
their  temporal  things;  which  certainly  ought  to  have 
been  done  by  other  churches,  (l  Tim*  v.  ty,  18.);  tho1, 
that  1  might  not  feem  mercenary,  I  never  afked  it  of 
.them,  but  great  was  your  liberality. 

16  For 


14 

fan  ding,  ye  Iwve 
well  that 

’.e  V.tl  communi¬ 
cate  .with  my  pf- 
fhttion* 


j  j  Now  yeFht* 
I  ip  pun*,  know  a  l- 
fat  (hat  in  thebe- 
ginning  of  the 
jii^ipcl  when  I 
<iep«r:rd  from 
Macedonia  t  r.Q 
church  cum  muni- 
cated  with  mc>  as 
Si'.g  g[v+ 


N  O 

f  THs  IhouM  be  render’d  accorjinp  to 
the  lath  tide  of  the  ten  fc,  (oh  vlrtn 

Jvas  abi  ot  wgafrtm  Macedonia  :  For  Thtf* 
fxlonift r  was  the  ctecf  diy  of  Mat^nzA\ 
and  the  apoftle  here  mentions  fhHrfctviinjr 
iw  hi*  relit  i#  white  he  vas  thcie,  *r:d  ’peaks 


T  £, 

■ 

of  it  to  thrir  great  commendation,  that  they* 
and  they  only  Jhonlil  do  it,  urhUe  he  tru  in 
inch  sn  opctani  thy,  through  the  ne* 
jr \zi\  of  the  Chriftiaiis  ttarc,  forced  to 
wo rk  with  his  q>vo  hsn4t  for  a  livelihood* 


CM. 

iff  For  main 
TV  (Titan  ira  yc 
frnt  and  *- 
pin  uoto  my  ne- 
ftilitv- 


?%#  Epiftle  to  the  Colossi  am  par, 


4* 


if  Notbccsnfc 
I  4c(irc  a  gift ; 
vtc  I  d^fitc  fruit 
ilm  irijy  abound 
to  yaur  account* 


r9  Bat  I  have 
all,  md  abound; 
I  am  full,  hiring 
received  of  Epa* 

phj-udrtnf  the 

thirst  n hkb  wtr* 
/rdf  from  you,  an 
odmtr  of  a  fwcet 
fmdl,  a  fa  orifice 
av'ctpcible,  well- 

ptcaJmjj  to  God* 


f  <j  Rut  m?  God 
IMI  lupply  sH 
yorjr  nzzdr  ac* 
to  his 
ric^c>iti  iJlory,hy 
thrift  Jefas* 


j6  For  even  while  I  was  mi  nUtring  at  TieffaJemea^ 
where  I  met  with  the  molt  violent  and  outrageous  op- 
poCtion  from  the  unbelieving  jtev/J,  (A&$  xvii.  5,  &c.) 
and  was  not  fupplied  with  neccflaries  by  the  Chriftians 
of  that  rich  city,  but  was  obliged  to  labour- with  mr 
own  hands,  ( 1  Thejf.  ti.  9.  and  ad  Epift.  iii.  8.)  ye,  from 
time  to  time,  fent  generous  contributions  for  my  com* 
fortable  fubfiftence,  in  the  pre  fling  circarnftances  that 
then  attended  me, 

17  I  do  not  mention  thefe  things  as  a  fetch  to  get 
(till  more  of  you,  as  if  1  would  defire  you  now  to  do 
any  thing  further  of  this  kind  for  me ;  no,  but  my  great 
aim  in  making  this  grateful  acknowledgment  is,  that  it 
might  be  a  means  of  encouraging  you  to  go  on  with 
your  Chriftian  gencrofity  and  benevolence,  in  all  other 
cafes,  for  promoting  the  caufe  of  Chrift,  as  the  genuine 
fruit  of  your  faith,  and  love  to  him  and  to  his  people, 
every  where,  as  there  may  be  occafion;  fruit,  that  will 
turn,  as  to  his  honour  in  this  world,  foto  your  own  rich 
advantage  in  the  great  day  of  account,  for  the  world  to 
come.  (See  Mat.  xxv.  3 5, -—40,  and  fieh.  vi.  to,  18.) 

18  But,  as  to  myfelf  in  particular,  I  have  all  that  I 
need  for  corporal  fuftenance  ;  and  what  ye  have  now 
fent  is  abundantly  fufiicient  to  fuppty  my  wants  - 1  have 
as  much  as  I  with  for  ;  and  my  foul  is  as  full  of  joy  and 
praife,  as  my  body  is  refrefhed  with  your  benevolence; 
having  received,  as  I  hereby  thankfully  acknowledge, 
a  repeated  tellimony  of  your  affe&ion,  and  a  fubftanrial 
proof  of  it  in  the  collections  which  ye  fent  me  by  the 
bands  of  your  faithful  and  beloved  meflenger  Epetpbro- 
ditus ,  which,  to  allude  to  the  offerings  under  the  law, 
(Lev.  it.  1,2.  and  iii,  16.)  are  an  odour  of  a  Tweet  fmell- 
ing  favour,  a  fpiritual  facrifice  of  acknowledgment  to 
God,  which  he  accepts,  and  is  highly  pleated  with,  thro’ 
Jefus  Cbrilh  {Heh.  xiii.  1 6.  and  I  Pet.  ii.  5.) 

ip  And  though,  in  my  poor  ctrcumflances,  I  am 
not  able  to  make  you  any  temporal  recom pence ;  yet 
my  covenant-God  And  Father,  who  hath  inclined  your 
hearts  to  (liew  all  this  kindnefs  to  me,  will  not  fulFer 
you  to  be  lofcTS  by  what  ye  do  for  him,  or  for  any  of 
his  faints  and  fer varus  for  his  fake ;  but  will  make  you 
rich  returns,  not  only  with  fnch  temporal  good  things 
as  he  fees  to  he  needful  and  belt  for  you ;  but  efpecially 
with  all  fpiritual  and  eternal  bleffings,  that  are  fuited 
to  your  various  wants ;  and  he  will  do  this  in  a  glori¬ 
ous  manner  with  an  abundant  liberality,  like  himfelf, 
in  proportion  to  his  own  infinite  treafures  of  grace  and 
glory,  which  he  has  provided  in  Chrift,  and  gives  with 

him, 
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di^r. 


H pm  unto 
dor  Fi¬ 
fe  glory  for 
M  tvn, 


tv  Sibecrffy 
fiwtio  OfciEft  Je- 
Tbcbmbrcn 

r  r 

hkb  ot  «idi 


AH  the 
ftiMs  la|orcyou, 
ducAj  duy  that 
m  of  Cdu't 
IwtifboU, 


mj  Tbr  jp-acc 

pf  oar  L»nl  Jo 
faChrift  h  tich 
Too  all.  Amen. 


r 

him,  not  for  any  worthing  in  youifelves,  but  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  mediation,  and  by  virtue  of  your  union 
and  comTnunion  with  him,  as  your  Head  and  Saviour. 

id  Now  unto  this  alUfufficient  and  glorious  God, 
who  is  the  God  of  nature,  and  of  providence  and  grace, 
and  the  giver  of  all  temporal,  fpiruual,  and  eternal 
blefiings,  and  is  our  Father  in  Chrifl  Jtfus,  let  us  joint¬ 
ly  afcribe  all  poflible  honour,  thantfgmng,  bk  fling  and 
nraife,  from  henceforth  to  all  eternity,  as  is  moft  due, 
both  on  account  of  what  he  is  in  himfelf,  and  has  been, 
is,  and  for  ever  will  be  to  us  j  in  teftimony  of  our  hearty 

concurrence  herein,  may  we  all  add,  Amen* 

21  Let  my  maft  cordial  and  Chriftian-love  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  all,  that  are  profeffionally,  and  I  truft  really 
renewed  and  fan&ified,  as  members  of  Chrlfl,  in  union 
with  him,  for  whofe  fake,  I  heartily  wifti  that  all  pro* 
fperity  for  both  worlds  may  attend  them*  AU  my  bre¬ 
thren  in  the  minifby,  f  that  are  with  me  at  Rvmet  de- 
fire  to  be  alfo  moft  kindly  remembered  to  you. 

2a  Yea,  all  the  pro  felling  believers  in  tbefe  pans, 
who  in  charity  are  looked  upon  as  fan&ified  by  the  Ho¬ 
ly  GhoO,  fend  the  like  afiuraiicts  of  their  love  and 
Chriftian  refpe£ts  to  you  :  And  more  efpccially  the  con- 
Terrs  that  hate  been  made  from  among  the  domeftica 
of  Ncrot  the  emperor,  and  continue  their  civil  Rations 
in  his  family,  are  fo  far  from  lieing  aihamtdto  own 
you,  that  they  dcGre  me  to  acquaint  you  with  their  af- 
fe&ionare  *fteem  of  you,  and  fervent  prayers  for  your 
prefen t  and  eternal  welfare* 

To  conclude,  as  I  began,  (f jap,  i*  a.)  my  great 
defire  and  prayer  for  all  and  every  one  of  you  is,  that 
the  free  favour  of  our  Lord  Jefiis  Chrift,  yours  and  mine, 
may  he  ever  toward  you,  and  be  manifefted  in  all  its 
peculiar,  abundant,  and  diftingulfhing  fruits  and  ef¬ 
fects  to  each  of  you  fingly,  and  to  all  of  you  jointly, 
as  a  church,  both  in  this  world  and  for  ever  in  the  next, 
Amen.  So  I  heartily  with  it  may  be,  and  humbly  ttufl 
it  will  be. 


RECOLLECTIONS,  ' 

With  what  affeftkmatc  love  and  joy  do  the  minifterc  of  Cbrift  think  of  the 
friiiti,  ac  brethren,  whdfc  names  are  inrolled  in  the  book  of  life,  and  who  (bew 
benevolent  regard&to  tbenifelvea,  as  occa  lions  require  !  How  grateful  arc  they 
in  their  acknowledgments  of  the  kindnefr  of  their  Chriftian  friends,  not  from  a 
fcifiOi  temper,  but  from  a  dtfirc  that  they  may  bring  forth  fpiritual  fnriu  of  faith 
and  lore,  which  fbaJL  turn  to  their  own  beft  account !  And  how  earneAW  con¬ 
cerned 

NOTE. 

f  I  lore  cDnlidcrfd  theft  irrtirfu  as  fain  rattans  are  fent  in  the  n»t  verfc :  (and 

sot  of  private  Chriftfeas,  tart  of  mtnifltrsi  to  fee  the  note  on  Qqi* 

them  from  all  the  filutst  whole 
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cemed  are  fliey  For  Che  eftiWrfliment  of  Cbriftims  ia  the  faith  and  Mlowlhip  of 
the  gofpel ;  fbor1  their  continual  comfort  in  the  profrfiton  of  it ;  and  for  thdr 
union  in  heart,  defign,  an^  labpuf,  to  help  forward  the  work  of  the  Lord  I  And 
<3  how  patient  towards  enemies,  and  how  vanned  from  this  world,  ftould  they 
be,  in  view  and  hope,  that  the  Lord  Jefue  will  fbon  put  an  end  to  all  their  trou¬ 
ble*,  and  frt  every  thing  to  dffhts  in  - the  day  of  judgment  ? F  They  liSiber  need, 
nor  ought  to  be  anxioufljr -felicitous  about  any  of -the  affair*  of  th»4ife;  birt 
Jhouid  commit  all  their  concerns,  by  faith,  in  prayer  to  God,  with  thankjgWingi 
for  his  many  mercies  to  them  ;  and,  in  this  wav,  the  moil  excellent  peace  wb left 
God  himfelf  will  give  them  through  JefusChrift,  and  which  mccpiciEMy  furpaf* 
fe&  all  others,  and  all  adequate  conceptions  wll  compofe,  fortify,  and  guard 
their  hearts  again  ft -all  tribulations  and  fears*  But  O  henv  concerned  fhouH  they 
be  to  cultivate  and  abound  in  every  thing  that  is  decent  and  becoming,  juft,  and 
equitable,  pure,  and  holy,  amiable,  and  excellent  in  it  felfs  yea,  audio  whatfo- 
ever  is  jtifliy  deemed  a  reputation  to  the  Chriflian  character  among  all  forts  of 
men  !  If  «  ate  enabled  to  ^radtife  thefe  things,. ’as  they  have  bpe»  exemplified 
in  the  great  apoftlc,  we  may  depend  -upon  it,  that  God  will  ddighHo  dwetf with 
us,  and  mantfeft  himfeif  to  us,  as  our  reconciled  God  and  Father*  Aod  O  what 
a  high  attainment  in  Chriflhmity  is  it,  when  we  have,  learned  bow  to  befcivc  is 
becomes  us,  in  proTpenty  and  adverihy,  in  fulnefe  and  in -want ;  and  to  be  die* 
roughly  contented  in  every  trying  clrcumftance  of  life  l  And  yet,  great  as  this 
attainment  is,  .every  true  believer -may  come  up  to  itT  -through 
tbenings,  as  well  as  the  apoftk  himfeif:  And  when  they  are  brought  to  this* 
they,  though  grateful  fo  tbetr  benefactors  like  him,  think  they  have  enoughs  snd 
abound  in  all  that  is  good ‘for  them,  and  are  full  of  iweet  contentment  id  their 
own  fouls;  and  they  are  EUlshed  that  their  God  will  fuppty  all  their  real  wants, 
for  time  and  eternity i  according  to  his  riches  in  glory  by  Clirift  Tefiu-  Airi  ^ 
how  abundant  mull  that  fuppjy^he,  which  ia  anfwerable  to  his  infoitc.  iqeshaofl* 
ibk  riches,  in  giving  like,  a  God  l  How  cordially  ibould  Chrijlian-lala&Uotte 
pjfs  between  the  faints,  in  Chrift  Jefua*  in  tbeir  converting  together,  an<f  writing 
to  one  another  l  How  attention  a  tel  y  fhould  they  wiih  and  pray*  Jhattbe  grace  of 
the  Lord  Jefus  Clmft  may  be  with  all  of.  this  character  !  And'  bow  cheerfully 
unite  in  aferibing  glory -to  God  their  heavenly  Father,  .for  ever  !  Abkiu 

$o  let  it  be  j  and  fc  it  will  be  with  .all  that  finccrely  love  bitu. 


A  P  R  a  c- 


A  PRACTICAL 


EXPO  S  IT  IO  N 

■ 

O  F  T  H  E 

b 

Apoftle  P  A  U  L‘a  Epiflle 

TO  THE 

COLOSSIANS, 

p _ 

la  the  Form  of  i  Pab.aphb.ase* 


The  Preface  to  the  Epistle  to  the  COLOSSIANS* 


GOLOSSE  was  a  great  and  populous  dry  of  Phrygia ;  and  this 
Epiftie  is  generally  thought  to  have  been  wrote  by  the  'apoftle 
Paul  to  the  church  there  during  bis  firft  imprifonmentat  Ram*)  a- 
bout  the  fame  time  with  thofe  that  were  fent  to  rhe  Ephefians  and 
PAffippians*  Hence  many  of  the  fentiments  and  eipreflions,  in  all 
tbefe  cpiftles,  axe  much  of  the  tame  ftrain,  the  occafions  being  much 
alike;  and  the  apostle's  mind  and  heart  being  then  full  of  thofe  thoughts 
'which  betook  pie  a  fu  re  in  communicating  to  the  churches;  and  fo  they 
raft  a  light  one  upon  rhe  otheis ;  Only  there  feemsto  be  this  difference 
between  the  churches  at  Ephefus  and  Philippa  and  this  at  Colojfe^  that 
the  a  pottle  had  been  perfonatly  among  them,  and  hoc  among  the  Co* 
hffans^  for,  in  this  Epiftie,  he  mentions  enly  bis  having  heard  of  their 
faith  in  Cbrtfl  fefus ;  and  of  the  love  'which,  they  had  to  ait  the  faints , 
^chap*  u  4*)  ;  and  ipe  aka  of  the  great  confUQ  he  had  fir  themt  and fir 
thofe  at  Laodicea,  and  as  many  as  hadnot/een  his  face  in  the  ftjh%  (chap* 
ii*  i*};  which,  by  the  moft  natural  conftru£Uon  of  the  fentence,  in- 
clndea  thofe  of  Colojfe%  as  peribns  that  had  never  teen  him  ;  and  he  takes 
notice  of  Epaphras ,  as  a  dear filluwfirvant^  who  was  fir  them  a  faith * 
ful  minyier  of  Chrifl ,  from  whmii  they  had  learned  the  doftnne  of  the 
grace  of  Godin  truth *  (chap,  t*  6*  7.)  and  who  was  one  of  thmfeives * 
<chap*  tv.  12*)  from  hence  Tome  conclude,  that  Epaphrat  was  rhe  firft 
(bat  planted  tbe  -gofpd,  and  gathered  the  church  at  Colojfe :  Cut  u  is 
ascertain,  whether  it  were  he  or  any  other  minifter.  However,  as 
they  were,  I  think,  moftJy  a  CinbYe-church,  and  the  apoftle  was  made 
a  mrnifler,  -  in  a  fpecial  manner,  to  the  Geniiles^  according  to  the  d  if- 
penfrtion  of  God,  which  was  given  to  him,  {chap.  i.  iy, — 27)  his  prin¬ 
cipal  view  was  to  eAablifh  thefe  CohJp.anJ  in  the  faith  of  the  gofpel, 

againh 
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againft  the  attempts -of  judaizing  teachers  to  bring  them  into  a  fubjce- 
rion  to  the  law  of  Mafct  as  necdTary  for  l'alvatioii. 

He  accordingly  begins  the  Epiftie  with  bis  ufiial  falutation,  sim! 
ttiankfgmng  to  God  for  what  he  had  heard  of  their  faith,  lose,  and 
hope,  and  prays  for  their  practical  proficiency  in  the  knowledge  of 
thrift,  of  whom,  and  of  whofe  grace  ro  them,  he  gives  the' moil  ex¬ 
alted  ideas,  to  engage  their  adherence  to  him,  according  to  the  gofpel, 
(chap,  j.)  j  then  proceeds  to  difeover  bis  great  concern  for  tbeir  funber 
eftabUfhment  in  Chrift,  and  for  their  being  guarded  againft  thofe  errors 
of  philofophv  and  jndaifm  that  interfered  with  their  relation  to,  and 
benefit  by  him,  (chap.  iL}  And  on  fuppofition  that,  according  to  their 
profeffion,  they  were  really  rifen  with  Chrift,  he  eihorts  them  to  hea¬ 
venly  mindednefs,  mortification  of  fin,  Chriftian-love,  humility,  and 
feveral  relative  duties,  together  with  prayer  and  circumfpe&ion  *  anil 
fends  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  his  own  affairs  at  Rome  by  Tychzcv*  sod 
Gnejmusy  with  Captations  from  feveral,  of  whom  he  gives  high  enco¬ 
miums,  and  concludes  with  an  order  for  thisEpiftle  ro  be  read  by  them, 
and  by  the  church  of  Laodicear  and  for  giving  a  charge  to  Arc  hip  far 
to  take  heed  to  his  miniftry  j  ■  and  with  his  ordinary  benedidion,  (chap* 

lit.  IT.) 


CHAP*  I. 

The  apofth  Paul  fahitei  the  Coloffians,  wr.  I,  2.  Blejfes  Gad  for 
their  faith^  lovef  and  hope f  which  Epaphras  had  reported  to  him 9 
3, — 8.  Prays  for  their  fruitfulnefs  in  fpi ritual  knowledge ^  9,-1 3* 
Gives  a  magnificent  view  cf  Chrift  y  and  of  his  grace  to  them  to  m- 
gage  their  adherence  to  him ,  14,-23*  And  jets  out  his  own  ch&* 
reSter t  as  the  apoftte  of  the  Gentiles*  24*—  3$. 


Text* 


PAUL  an  1- 
pofUeof  Jg~ 
fas  Chrift  by  the 
u-ill  of  God,  and 
1  imothem  our 
fcrq  ther, 


Paraphrase. 

T>  A  U  L,  who  is  an  apodie  of  Jeftis  Chrift  to  hear  * 
^  fpecial  witnefc  to  him,  as  having  feen  him  fince 
his  refurre&ion  from  the  dead,  and  a  (tendon  to  he*- 
ven,  (t  Cor .  xv.  8.  fee  the  note  there,)  and  who  has  not 
taken  this  office  upon  himfeif  of  his  own  head,  nor 
was  put  into  it  by  the  authority  of  men  ;  but  was  im¬ 
mediately  called  by  Chrift  himfeif  to  fulfil  it  among  tbe 
G  entiles  >  (vet;  15*— 27*)  not  according  to  his  own  de¬ 
fer  ts#  but  according  to  the  free  purpofe,  commandment 
and  plea  Cure  of  God  the  Father,  *  lends  greeting;  and 
the  beloved  Timothy^  a  faithful  brother  in  the  mint  (try* 
concurs  in  all  that  is  hereafter  written. 

2  We 


NOTE* 

»  The  apdflte  aflevts  h:s  being  pat  into  (he  and  he  he re  with  great  tnodc£ 

office*  by  the  will  of  God  the  Father,  the  ty  and  prudence,  calls  him  hh  brother  rather 
more  dTeftoally  to  obrUct  the  objections  of  than  fri  that  he  mijht  the  better  ntA 
the  Life  ipoflb  againft  it;  ah d  he  joins  fi-  tlwir  regards  to  him.  (Vid,  ia  loo. 

m*tby  with  btm&Jf,  not  to  add  to  his  own  an-  and  the  Eotc  on  t  Cor*  i  r, 
thvrttVi  but  to  ftrenEthca  Tbaethy'*  aiaon« 
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Clr. !. 


i  To  the  faints 
and  faithful  hrc- 
(hnn  in  CUrift, 

which  ar*  *t  Co- 
lode  ;  Grace  U 
unto  ypa,  and 
pan  fnjm  tVd 
oar  P^her,  add 
the  Lord  JeTu 
GhrilL 


God 


3  We 

tbank*  to 
and  the  Father 
of  oar  Lofd  Jtfus 
Chrifft  praying 
altftyj  for  you ; 


Jtmr 


4  Since 
heard-  of 
Jutb  in  ChHft 

i[efuj,  u>d  of  the 
ffre 

to  all  the  uinu; 


|  Porthehope 
which  is  laid  up 
foryuu  lit  (lavcb, 
Whetfcof  yt  htird 
before  in-  the 
won!  of  the  trath 
of  the  gafpei  ; 


,  6  which  is 

come  onto  yon. 


u 


2  We  heartily  join  in  Cbriftiar*  figurations  to  all  the 

profefting  faints,  whom  we,  in  the  judgment  of  chari¬ 
ty,  account  to  be  holy  periods,  aiid  whom  we'c&nfider 
as  Gncere  brethren  in  union- with  Chriftr  and  faiAful 
believers  in  bim  ;  we  particularly  mean  alt  of  chefe  d* 
cellenc  characters  that  refide  at  the  great  city  of  Cokjjk 
in  the  province  at  Pkrygi&f  and  that  ordinarily  aflembfe 
for  religious  worihip  there.  Got  'hearth  deGre  and 
prayer  for  you  is,  that  the  divine^ favour,  and  all  man¬ 
ner  of  profperity,  as  its  fruits  and  may  abound 

toward  you  from  God,  our  common  Father,  the  origi¬ 
nal  fountain  of  alf  Meltings  $  and  from  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  who  has  pur  chafed  all  good 
things,  that  they  Might  be  freely  given  to  yoii^  in  foil 
confidence  with  the  rights  of  divine  juftice  ;  and  who, 
in  concurrence  with  the  Father,  authoritatively  and  ef¬ 
fect  natty  confers  them  upon  you. 

3  We  mo  ft  affectionately  unite  In  tbanhfgiving  and 
praife  to  God  on  your  behalf,  whom  we  addrefe,  for 
the  encouragement  of  our  faith  as  the  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  great  and  only  Mediators  <and 
fo,  as  our  reconciled  God  and  Father  through  him : 
and  we  on  all  occaGons,  prefentour  [applications,  to* 
g ether  with  our  tbankfgmngs,  to  him  for  you  in  every 
prayer,  [PbiL  i,  4,) 

4  This  we  have  done  ever  Gnce  we  received  an 
account  of  your  cordially  accepting  of,  and  truAing 
in  Ohrid  alone  for  all  falvation  \  and  were  informed  of 
the  genuine  fruits  of  your  faith^as  manifefted  in  the 
brotherly  affe£rion  which  ye  have  discovered  various 
ways  towards  all  the  profeflbrs  of  his  name,  that  bear 
his  holy  image,  and  fc  prove  themfclves  to  be  fau&ified 
by  bis  Spirit* 

5  Our  prayers  and  praifeg  are  thus  engaged  for  you  j> 
as  your  own  faith  and  love  aUo  are  to  Chrift  and  allthe 
faints,  in  conGderatkm  of  the  perfect  bleflednefs  which 
ye  juftly  hope  for  through  him/  and  is  hid  up  and  hid 
with  him  in  God,  (chap.  iii<  3,)  as  a  rich  treafure  ufes 
to  be  by  a  father  for  his  children,  and  is  referved  and 
fecured  in  heaven  for  you ;  which  heavenly  happtnefs 
yfe  heard  of  before  now,  when  the  g*fpei  of  your  f&ha+ 
tion ,  (Ephef*  U  13,}  that  true  and  faithful  word  of  God, 
vas  fif ft  preached  unto  you. 

6  Which  gofpel,  in  the  publication  of  ir,  has  by  the 
good  providence  of  God  been  carried  to  you,  .without 

your 

T  E, 

or  of  their  frith  in  Ohrid,  and  Iotc  to  di 
the  ThLijs,  and  therefore  bo;b  fenfo  are  ta¬ 
ker*  ink*  the  ^phiaic. 


N  ° 

+  Ear  tht  bapt  lahith  jj  laid  ttpfir  itt 
btavtt r  may  denote*  chher  ttic  rosfxi  uf  ihc 

apoftle'*  prayer  and  Uvinkfijivxi^  for  !^em. 


i  U  i i  ui .  all  tbe 
Wtnj- 
:h  forth  fruity* 

1  (fc(h  aifo  in  y<w* 
net  the  day  ye 
card  of  ity  and 
new  the  grace  of 
jod  in  truth : 


n*  Bpiftb  to  the  Co  losst  ax#  parapbrajM. 


# 


y  As  ye  alio 
earned  of  Spa* 
plirjj  our  dear 
ciki*  -  fervant, 
Alfj  is  for  you  4 
f.ithful  mUiiftcr 
if  Ch  rift  | 


3  Who  alio  de* 
cUred  onto  os 
your  lore  in  the 
ipitit. 


thi* 

raaic  we  alft* , 
(met  the  day  wc 
heard  ity  do  pot 
ceafe  to  pray  for- 
you,  and  to  de- 
i^rt  that  ye  might 
be  filled  with  tlic 
knowledge  of  Ms 
v-ull,  in  all  wif- 
com  and  fpt ritual 
it  rider  Handing  t 


to  That  ye 
might  walk  wor¬ 
thy  of  the  Lord 
unto  all  pleating* 
being  fruitful  in 
every  good  work, 
-*J  inert*  Gnj  in 

itie 


your  fe  eking  after  it,  as  it  has  been  to  the  Gentiles,  as 
well  as  Jnvft.^W  over  the  Reman  empire,  according  tor 
ChrilVs  comioiiBon,  (Mark  xvt.  15.)  and  by  the  at* 
tending  power  of  the  Spirit,  is  an  effectual  means  of 
making  converts  among  them,  and  of  their  bringing 
forth  the  bed  of  fruit,  even  .faith,  love,  and  obedience 
in  them ;  as  it  likcwife  evidently  doth  in  yon,  ever 
Gnceye.were  favoured  with  opportunities  ‘of  hearing  it, 
and  were  experimentally  acquainted  with  -a  real  work 
of  divine  grace  in  your  own  fouls,  and  were  led  into 
the.  knowledge  of  the  doftrine  of  the  grace  of  God* 
and  embraced  it  with  a  Gneexe  faith,  as  the  truth  is  in 

Jefus. 

7  According  to  what  ye  alfo  **<)  were  infirac- 

ted  is,  •  particularly  by  your  worthy  mi  niff  rr,  Epaphr&s, 
whom  We  own  and  effeem,  as  a  dear  brother  and  faith* 
ful  labourer  in  the  g'ofpel-caufe  and  kingdom  of  Chrift, 
for  his  glory  and  the  good  of  immortal  fouls ;  and  who 
is  tn  a  tpecial  manner  a  faithful  fervant  of  the  Lord  Je¬ 
fus,  that  fecks  not  yours,  but  you  and  lays  himfetf 
out,  with,  confeientious  care  and  diligence,  for  your 
fpiritual  benefit.  (See  the  note  on  (Phil.  it.  25.) 

8  And  who,  to  teffify.his  great  affedion  to  yon,  has 
taken  an  opportunity  of  acquainting  us  with  your  hear¬ 
ty  lore  to  Chrift,  to  us,  and  to-  all  the  faints,  which 
the  Holy  Spirit  has  wrought  in  you,  atid  drawn  forth 
in  a  fpiritual  manner^  add  on  fpi  ritual  accounts,  hr 
means  of  the  gofpel. 

9  fn  reflefHon  therefore  on  the  pleafing  report  that 
Epaphras  has  given  of  yonr  faUh  and  love,  we  have  e- 
ver  fince  been  excited  to  bear  you  continually  upon 
our  hearts,  in  every  folemn  prayer ;  and,  in  a  fpecul 
manner,  to  beg  of  God  for  you,  that  ye  may  be  yet 
more  and  more  enlarged  in,  till -your  whole  hearts  are 
filled  with  tbe  knowledge  of  his  mind  and  will  rela¬ 
ting  to  the  way  of  fatvarion  by  Jefus  C  hr  iff,  and  to  your 
Own  comfort  and -duty,  as  i  mere  fled  theiein;  that  ye 
may  abound  exceedingly  in  a  judicious,  experimental 
and  pra&ical.  acquaintance  with  his  manifold  wifdom, 
which  conduits  his  will ;  and  in  all  fpiritual  differ  niog 
of  fpiritual  things,  as  to  their  truth,  excellence,  and 
importance,  .and  as  to  the  good  and  holy  ufe  which  ye 
ought  to  make  of  them. 

10  That  in  tbe  whole  of  your  walk  before  God,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  ordinances  and  commandments,  and  in 
all  your  conserfation  in  the  world,  ye  may  continually 
behave  as  becomes  the  gofpel  qfCbri/l (Phil.  i.  37.)  and 
aft  gp  to  the  dignity  of  your  relation  to,  and  profcfGou 

of 
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tbc  knowledge  of 
Cod; 


tt 

«d  with  ill  mioht 
Recording  Co  his 
giorknis  power  , 
unto  all  patina 
and  toog-fuffirr- 
io^  with  joyfoi- 


lt  Gi  ving  thanks 
tmtothc  Father* 
which  htth  made 
us  meet  io  be  par- 
takers  of  the  iq- 
heritiuc  of  '  t ' 
flints  in  light  i 


*3  Who  hath 
delivered  us  from 

the  poH*cr  of 

dark- 


of  him  and  to  the  rich  benefits  ye  have,  and  hope  for 
from  him ;  and  every  way  agreeable  to  his  holy  nature 
and  will,  and  acceptable  mail  things  to  him,  by  bring¬ 
ing  forth  every  fruit  of  righteoufneis,  like  plants  of  the 
Lord’s  right  hand  planting,  that  be  may  be  glorified, 
(4/a.lxi.  3.)  and  by  being  (till  more  and  more  progrefiive 
in  a  transforming  acquaintance  and  communion  with 
God,  as  your  heavenly  Father  and  Friend. 

1 1  We  alfo  pray  that  ye  may  be  abundantly  ftrength- 
ened  with  all  needful  aids  and  affi (lances  of  his  Spirit* 
for  performing  every  duty  andfmice,  and  for  fu Gain¬ 
ing  every  trial  and  conflidl,  according  to  the  working 
of  his  mighty  power  i  which  he  exerts,  like  a  God,  in 
a  glorious  manner  toward  you,  that  ye  may  be  enabled 
to  erereife  all  patience,  in  a  fwcet  compofure  of  fpirtt, 
and  pod e ffion  of  yonr  own  fouls  in  peace,  at  all  times, 
and  under  all  afflictions,  without  any  murmuring  at 
the  hand  of  God,  or  under  the  high  eft  provocation  (tom 
men ;  and  may  be  helped  to  hold  on  your  way,  and 
hold  out  to  the  end,  with  a  noble  donftancy  and  forti¬ 
tude  of  foul,  in  fubmitting  unto  the  will  of  God,  and 
beating  injuries  ;  and  in  doing  all  this  with  holy  joy 
and  triumph,  in  conGderadon  of  the  great  things  that 
God  has  done  for  you,  of  his  being  continually  with  you, 
to  fupport,  (Iren  g then  and  comfort  you,  and  of  the 
glory  that  is  fet  before  you. 

12  This  calls  for  praife,  inftead  of  complaints,  un¬ 
der  all  your  tribulations ;  and  as  ye  ought  to  abound  in 
that  delightful  tribute  to  the  God  of  all  your  mercies  i 
fo  we  heartily  join  in  the  mod  grateful  thankfgtvings 
for  you,  as  well  as  for  ourlelves,  to  the  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  our  Father  in  him,  who  hath 
prepared  and  formed  us  for  the  heavenly  (late  and  world, 
(2  Cor.  v.  5.}  by  working  in  us  fevetally  all  fpiritual,  ho¬ 
ly,  and  heavenly  proper) (ions  and  defires  after,  and  fit- 
11  cfs  for  the  glorious  inheritance  which  he  has  graci- 
oufly  appointed  and  provided  for  us,  and  has  promifed, 
and  will  give  to  us,  as  the  inheritance  of  fons  ;  an  in¬ 
heritance,  which  is  all  light,  glory,  and  joy ;  and  which, 
to  allude  to  the  (overeign  manner  of  hie  difpofing  of  the 
land  of  Canaan  to  Jfiraelt  he  will  give  pofleffioii  of,  as 
it  were  by  lot,  to  ail  thofe,  and  thofe  only,  that  arc 
fanftified  by  his  Spirit  here,  and  (hall  be  all  over  cover¬ 
ed  with  the  light  of  knowledge,  holincis,  and  happinefs, 
in  his  immediate  prefence  hereafter,  where  they  ihall 
fee  light  in  his  light.  (Pfal.  xxxvi.  9.) 

13  Who  has  plucked  us  that  believe,  whether  Jews 
or  Gent:Ust  as  brands  out  of  the  fire  j  and  refeued  u$ 

with 
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40 


larkneft  ,  atid 
uOi  t  raulbtcd  vi 
mo  die  kingdom 
*i  Jus  de«r  Sou; 


14  In  whom 
u*<  hive  retkiDp- 
(inn  through  hii 
blood,  tvtti  the 
f-ir^tvcfindi  Of 
ii:is  : 


if  Wbo  U  the 
image  of  tke  in* 
viilbU  God,  the 
firfi-bom  ofevery 
creature: 


with  a  mighty  hand,  like  Jao^put  of  Sodath, 

from  the  tyranny  and  dominion  of  lin,  which  is  dark* 
nefs  itfielf*  (l  John  i.  6 .}  and  of  Satan*  {Ath  ixvi.  18,)- 
who  is  the  prince  of  daikncfc*  and  had  taken  us  cap* 
tive  at  his  will  t  and  this  gracious  God  has  wrought  a 
happy  change  in  our  temper  and  .(late*  by  making  us  a 
willing  people,  in  the  day  if  bit  power,  (Pf.  ox.  3.)  and 
bringing  us  into  the  kingdom  of  grace*  which  is  crec« 
ted  by,  and  is  under  the  influence  and  government,  of* 
his  eminently  beloved  Son*  even  the  Son  of  bis  moil: 
peculiar  and  higheft  love*  (r«  wiv  xyalxff  avnrj  or¬ 
der  to  his  advancing  us  to  the  kingdom  of  glory  through 
him,  L 

14  lu  whom  we  have  the  be  ft  of  all  deliverances,  by 
the  price  of  redemption^  which  he  paid  in  [bedding  his 
precious  blood,  and  giving  his  life  a  ranfom  for  us, 
even  a  complete  difeharge  from  the  guilt  of  fin,  and  the 
cur fe  of  the  law,  which  includes,  and  brings  after  it, 
a  deliverance  from  the  power  of  tin  and  Satan,  and  from 
the  wr^th  to  come,  chat  fin  had  deferred j  as  alfo  an 
inheritance  of  all  fpiritual  mid  eternal  blefliugs,  that 
fin  had  forfeited  :  and  we  may  be  well  allured  of  the 
efficacy  of  ChrilFs  atoning  bicod  for  this  purpofe,  ao 
cording  to  the  riches  of  the  Fathers  grace,  {Ephi-f*  i.  7,, 
fee  the  notes  tbere,)  frum  the  dignity  of  bis  perfon,  and 
the  excellency  of  his  office’. 

15  As  to  the  dignity  Xf  his  pcrfin%  which  adds  an  in¬ 
finite  value  to  hisfacrificc,  he,  in  his  divine  nature,  is 
theexaft  fikenefs  of  the  perfon  of  God  the  Father,  as 
one  in  clTcticc  and  perfections  with  turn  ;  and  he  accor¬ 
dingly,  in  his  incarnation,.  and  office-qualifications  and 
performances,  is  the  representative  imjge  of  his  Father, 
who  being  a  pure  Spirit,  is  absolutely  invifible  in  his  own 
nature  j  fo  that  mman  h&th  focn  or  can  ftt  him ,  (Joha 
i,  t5+)  and  this  divine  perfon  extftcd  from  all  eternity* 
as  having  been  in  a  peculiar  inconceivable  maimer  be¬ 
gotten  *  of  the  Father,  before  any  creature  was  brought 
into  being  j  and  is,  infeparably  with  him,  the  former  of 

all 

T  £. 

is  laid,  not  that  ht  \det  hut  that  &c  it 

teftre  ail  thing  t.  (Viil-  JjitL  liii*  $1.) 

)n  rl>c  firft  way  of  ttn4^ri'Uinis'i*  dib  jwf- 
53go;  arv^rdin^  to  our  it  rrtatos 

tu*  Child's  as  bead  ot  ;iie  church  :  Li 

the  itnrotid,  it  relate*  to  wjiM  is  uU*<iE)y  calk** 
the  CEcfra!  generathm  of  the  So. i:  in  the 
third,  it  rehtes  xo  kisbeifi^  the  Africa ! 
or  the  Creator  of  alt  iWnyy  \  aiul  in  all  (belie 
views  ht  b  vvohdcrcd  in  the  folio1**  ii;g  vcifcr. 


N  0 

1  The  worrls,  (rfprvVxw  **r*C  nr^cjf) 
rentUrM  iktftrii'&itr*  vf  (very  ert#tvrty 
t  y  ail’o  borrt)  or  begttttrt  before  fill  cr^uUtt  t  Ur 
fas  Iftdsrt  an  irttinu  writcrt)I>f^ifal)  if 
the  -icw/ti  of  the  word  (r^Tih«ir)  hr  phftl 

-Ml  the  tail  fyllibiebut  one,  Infttad  of  die  tali 
hut  two,  it  not the  firjt4f* 

jafUn,  but  afibtfy  (he  firjf  hycthr  t  or  form¬ 
er  of  all  things ;  iud  in  proof  of  ChrifTs  be- 
i  To,  it  if  added  in  (he  next  words,  fir  by 
w  vert  ati  irt&toif  aod  *  tT,  r?,  it 

Vol*  V*  t 


D 
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1$  For  by  him 
were  aJJ  things 
created  chat  arc  in 
heaven,  ami  (hat 
arc  in  f.irthf  ti- 

whether  ihtp  bt 
throne?,  or  domi¬ 
nions,  or  prifld- 
pi  hues,  or  pow¬ 
er*  ;  all  things 

were  crest  od  hjr 
i,and  for  him. 


IT  JCnd  he  is 
licforc  &1J  things 
and  by  him  ail 
thiu^  crmfilt. 
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2)1  things;  and  confequrntly  the  original  Lord'arrd 
Heir  of  all  according  to  the  antient  rights  of  the  fii ft* 
born. 

1 6  For  by  him,  as  the  efficient  caufe,  together  with 
the  Father  and  Spirit*  all  things,  that  are  not  God, 
were  brought  forth  out  of  nothing  into  being,  (fee  the 
notes  on  John i*  3.)  even  all  creatures,  that  arc  in  the 
heaven  of  heavens,  and  in  the  ftarry  heaven  and  the 
air,  and  that  inhabit  or  belong  to  the  earth  and  fea  $  all 
vifible  and  mvifible  things  whatsoever;  all  the  higheft 
ranks  and  individuals  of  angds  m  heaven,  and  of  men 
upon  earth,  whether,  for  dignityand  authority  in  thofe 
respective  worlds  f,  they  be  fttlecl  thrones*  in  allufioa 
to  the  royal  feats  of  princes;  or  dominions  %  that  have 
rule  and  government  committed  to  them  under  any 
form  wbatfoever  ^  0Tprutcifalities*\\i2Xzt&\Ti  high  and 
nobte  ftations;  or  powers^  that  are  great  in  any  kind 
of  authority  and  influence  :  yea,  and  all  inferior  as  well 
as  higher  orders  of  creatures,  down  to  the  ftnaileft  atom, 
were  brought  into  being  by  hb  creating  power,  as  their 
original  caufe  t.  and  alt,  of  them,  from  the  higheft  to 
the  Ioweft,  were  created  for  him,  as  their  ultimate  end  ; 
that  he,  together  with  the  Father  and  Spirit,  might  one 
way  or  other  be  glorified- in,  and  by  them,  as  they  are 
the  works  of  his  band,  and  {halt  be  made  fubferviemto 

^  p 

the  defigns  of  his  mediatorial  kingdom. 

(7.  And  this  carries  an  undeniable  demonAration, 
that  he  had  a  priorexiftence  roall  creatures  whatsoever: 
and  as  we  are  faid  to  live,  wove,  and  bane  ear  being  in 
God,  (Afts  xfii,  28.)-;  fo  all  things  do  alike  fubfiii, 
ftand  or  continue  in  him ,  {  I*  HWTi  )  who  is  omniprefen r, 
alUpowerful,  and  a£Hve,  in  his  providential  influence 
over  them  j  as  they  are  continually  preferved  in  being, 
and- in  their  regular  frame  and  order,  and  are  animated 
and  upheld,  by  the  fame  word tfkis powert  (Hcb*  L  3.) 
which  at  fir  ft  called  them  into  exiftcnce,  and  which  he 
now  exerts,  as  Head  over  alltbings  tothe  church,  {Ephef* 

i.  22;) 

18  And  as  to  the  excellency  of  his  office  in  human  na¬ 
ture,  which  he  a  (Turned  into  perfonal  union  with  him- 
felf,.  this  fame  great  and  glorious  perfon  is  not  only  the 
political  head  of  direction,  authority,  amt  government, 
in  like  manner  as  a  king  is  the  head  of  the  fine  ;  but 

he 

T  E. 

of  mop,  it  Hill  further  m-idei;*  the  irpimetif, 
*od}  J  think*  ihtT<  cut  Itc  no  irtiprep  lay  in 
k*  if  #e  rifo  i»tiudc  (hem.  (See  Ur  XIj.^ 
idm/s  note  here,  J 


t&  And  he  is 
the  head  of  the 
baity,  the  church: 
mv1k>  the  be¬ 
ginnings  ihe  (irft- 
born  from  the 

dad  ,  that  in  alt 

thing! 

N  O 

f  TJ&rj*«,  dQtrtinhv j,  friwiptsfifies 

are  terms  often  nud  to  fignify  the 
jrigheft  order*  of  angels ;  and,  perhaps,  may 
heremofl  hnrredhulv  defign  them:  Rue  as 
they  lire  alfo  ttM  to  Qtnxfr  the  hie  heft  rank* 
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jhinj-i  he  might  he  is  alfo  the  bead  of  vita)  influence*  by  his  word  and 

iwncc.  ^  tm  ^P*r*** 10  *^e  church,  (which  is  as  intimately  united  to 

him  as  the  natural  body  is  to  its  head}  to  communicate 

ail  fpimuai  life,  nounfhmentj  growth  and  aftivity  to 
all,  and  every  member  of  it,  the  whole  of  which  fpiri* 
tual  body  is  the  relative  fttlnefs  of  him  that  Jilieth  alt  in 
ail)  (Eph*  i,  22,  23.)  he  accordingly  is  the  head  and  o* 
riginal,  as  of  the  fpiritual  life  of  their  fouls,  fo 

of  the  rciiirrection  of  their  bodies  to  eternal  life  *  being 
himfdf  the  firft  that  arofe  from  the  dead  to  immortal 
life,  and  that  by  his  own  power,  as  the  pledge  ami  pat- 
ternj  quietening  caufe  and  Grlt-fruits  of  the  icfurrettion 
of  all  thoft  that  Keep  in  him,  (1  Cor*  xv*  20  \  fee  the 
notes  there,)  anti  he  is  thus  the  ^01  d  of  the  dead  and 
the  living,  (Aerm  xiv.  y.)  that  he  in  all  Hungs  might  be 
preferred,  exalted  and  dignified  of  God,  and  efteemed 
by  the  church,  in  his  mediatorial  capacity  (as  he  really 
is  in  himfejf)  above  all  angels,  and  above  all  the  faints, 
tp  Fftritplca-  whom  he  condescends  to  eall  his  brethren*  (£#«*  viii-29.) 
M  r»e  Fcthr^  J  9  For,  in  the  ccconom  y  of  Ail  vat  ion,  it  has  feemed 
that  >n  him  good  in  God  the  Fathers  light,  and  he  of  his  own  in- 

Imitely  wile*  gracious  and  holy  pleafure,  and  In  honour 
to  his  Son,  andin  Jovetohis  people,  hasordaibed,  that* 
correfpondent  to  the  excellency  of  Chart's  divine  per* 
fnn,  and  the  greatnefc  of  tus  mediatorial  work  -f,  an  all- 
fulnefe  of  gifts  and  graces,  merit  and  righteoufnefs* 
light  and  power,  ihould  .dwell  permanently  in  him* 

with  the  utmoft  perfeflion,  not  for  himfeif  only,  but 

lifcewife  to  be  communicated  to  every  member  of  his 
fpiritual  body,  that  ^"A;V  fulnefs  thy  ail  may  receive  grace 
for  gracty  (John  i-  16 ,)  and  that  he  may  Jill  all  things, 
and  be  allinall%  (Ephef*  u  23*  and  tv*  10.) 
ie  And  having  20  God  the  Father,  (having,  through  the  re* 

Ue  blotf^of’hif  dcraption  purchaied  by  the  hlood  ofChrift,  (w/\  14,) 
rcrof»)  by  him  which  he  Ihed  in  his  painful,  fhamefui  and  accurfed 
ut  reconcile  *11  death  of  the  crofs,  removed  the  enmity,  and  made  up 

kii^X^hxm^T  the  breach,  which  fin  had  catifcd  between  him  and  his 
/it,  uKcthcr  they  church)  it  hath  pleafed  him,  by  this  their  Head  and 

«rth  ^or^thsigs'  ^^iacor,  to  bring  them  all  into  a  ftate  of  friendftiip 

in  h  ci  vcd,  and 

1  NOTE- 


f  TUs  all  fuhcju  *Mch  dwells  in  Christ 
ftenjs  evidently  to  figmfy,  at*  tta  origifljl 
ftilncfi  of  bit  deity,  but  hr*  Gr;<j/di  fp<sn- 

fjtory  fijLt,cfc  which  Tie  received  of  his  Fa¬ 
ther  mhh  human  nature  and  officers  pacify; 
for  his  origin j!  frin±fs'U  eJf^ntUUy  nteffity  if 
tim,  and  In&fttiaUie  fn*jn  him,  as  and. 
£«s  n«i  depend  up.oJt  the  mere  gtyt-rjUt  attd 
fk/ifure  of  the  Father ;  Imt  lha  ttisitf  here 

lauiuoncd,  is  *Umt  we  ire  told  trpitftjhl  thr 


li 


Fstber  fwuM  Jtv rH  in  b:my  and  U  placed  a- 
midfi:  th:tt  p;irt  of  the  jjxj.fiie'i  ckfcnptio  1  of 
him  which  relmef  iramr-dratedy  to  his 

vjpi&sbarafift :  tl^srxpreflionsu&drfc?/?- 

it.  p.  to  the  inbabitaiLn  of  :he  d=!ty 

in  the  mm  Jtfi! j,  is  jnndi  tTron^cr,  an^  with¬ 
out  any  knit  af  wi//  and  ar  the  tanfc 

oi‘  it,  wlitJC  it  In  hi::i  rM  ib$ 

f'fir.fji  jjjf/v,  (y,^  l!ic 

llic-K^ 


Ch.  i. 


c 

tJ 


Tht  EfifiU  ic  ih*  CoLOSSIi^S  pdraphrafS* 


and  favour  with  hinifelf  \  :  It  has  been*  I  fny,  the  good 
pleafufe  of  his  will  to  reconcile  them  to  hhnfeif*  by  the 
peace- making  facrifice  of  Chrift*  that  the  righteous 
demands  of  his  broken  law  and  offended  juftice  might 
not  be  executed  upon  them  ;  but  that  he  might  honour* 
ably  aci  toward  them  U\  a  way  of  tcindnefs  and  friend- 
(hip*  according  to  the  riches  of  his  love  and  grace; 
whether  they  be  believers  among  Jtwj  or  GtntiUs  on 
earth*  or  glorified  faints*  that  in  the  virtue  ofhis  Mood 
already  are*  or  ever  flrtll  be  in  heaven* 
it  And  you  22  And  in  confequfnce  of  this*  yet  who  here- 

time  *aSic'tf(edC*  toforc*  in  the  days  of  your  unregeneracy*  were  etlran* 

and  g*Jd 

note. 


t  God's  reconciling  nil  things  to  himfdfywbt- 
thcr  \n  tartbf  t.r  in  bcavent  daL-s  no:,  I  appre* 
hendf  Include  ilic  h-  Jy  angels,  who  having 
never  finned,  cionot  be  fakl  to  rtftnctitd 
W  (Jprf;  bat  relates  only  to  all  the  iUntt, 

whether  on  erjih,  or  in  heaven,  who  needed 

to  be  reconciled  after  the  breach  that  fin 
had  mude  between  God  and  their.——  -  ■■■■  ■ 
When  the  fenpture  fpvakaof  reeniu illation 
by  Cbr:jit  or  by  bis  croft  t  bhoJt  or  d*v/fr,  it  \s 
common Jy  exprelTcd  by  G&d*s  ra/jfiW  at  to 
htm/ftfi  and  Jlof  by  hit  being  te^oniUento  jri; 
the  leLfbn  of  which  fair*  to  be,  bcuuf; God 
u  rhe  <;/*pde^party,  and  we  arc  the  e^rWerf, 
who,  as  ftich,  have  need  to  be  reconciled  to 
him;  and  the  price  of  reconciliation,  by  the 
blood  of  Chrtft,  is  p*H  to  him,  and  not  to 
us.  Grctfas  oIifcivt’$j  that  in  heathen  an- 
thon,  rr\ai*$  being  rctortcUcd  to  thtirg&it,  is 
ah-rays  isuderftnod  to  fignify  appealing  the 
anger  of  ihdrgo^s,  Osndemned  rcheb  may 
be  j'aid  to  be  recuaiilad  to  their  fuccreigii,, 
when  he,  on  one  o:n  lid  eiation  or  another, 
pardons  them;  though,  perhaps,  tjiey  (tit! 
remain  rchds  in  i  heir  hearts  agrisA  him: 
And  when  our  Lord  ordered  the  offend- 
TSC  to  go  ttvdbe  rsetbu  i!rd  to  h:i  OFFENDED 

brother;  (Mat eh.  v.  15,  *4.)  the  plain 

meaning  is,  timhe  fhnuM  go,  *vA  try  v> 
^;>pcafe  hlji  cbpin  his-  forgive:,  c;i, 

aid  regain  his  favour  arid  inendlhip,  by 
1  umldinj:  Mmfelf  to  Mm,  hw  pinion, 

*>r  fatklying  him  fc»r  irijiry  Mat  hcitii^bt 
Lave  done  httn.  In  like  si'-iimer,  <iafs  re* 

fctieiiiig  at  I*  himftlf  by  the  cioft  of  Chi  If  I, 
does  not  fignify,  as  the  tonund,  our 

l»eing  reewykj.  by  wrrvtrfioof  ro  a  religious 
Utrn  in  our  hw:ts  to  God :  JJnt  it  h  a  tee^n- 
libation  that  rcfults  from  God's  grackmffy 
providing  and  accept  in  ft  atonevreiitiVr  ur, 
that  be  might  not  inffcft  the  puniihment  up* 
ot:  us  which  we  deterred,  and  the  law  con- 
_  den. lie J  os  to  ;  hut  m'ght  be  at  peace  with 
l:«,  u(*iL  receive  its  into  favour,  on  ChriiVa 
teemin':  Tor  ti \h  reco ;;c : 1 ia t io :i,  by  the 
rO/>  rf  is  ii  j  w*y  of  Jtforie^trn  ’.-rr 

to  divMi;  juAice  Mr  Jin;  and, 


with  nfpeft  hereunto,  we  arc  frid  tn  be  rt~ 
CQnd/cJ  to  God  hy  fie  death  of  hh  So#>  v>bi;.' 
-j?f  Mr  etc  tijtrtiitti  which  \*  of  much  ihe  tan.c 
import  Tvith  Gbriji*s  dying  for  tht  ungtily^  and 

white  wvrtrcyti fartert*  (Rom.  v.  tf,  B,  10  ) 

And  fltrr  wing  rttOttoUd  to  Godt  by  approve  p 
ai  d  accepting  of  hh  method  of  rccnncitii^wi 
hy  JethsChrfflVand,  ontbiter.ccur^£Cmtn^ 
toruin^  to  him,  U  diftingutfhed  from  ^ 
ir  reconciling  us  to  ]dmtelfr  and  not  iir  pm- 
K  tinj^  pw  irefpaflcs  to  U>,f>  on  account  01 
**  ChrHI't  having  been,  nude  fin  for  utt  that 
u  wo  might  be  made  the  rightecufneft  oi 
lt  God  in  him-"  (a  Cor.  v,  18, — at.)  TM» 
tt  culled  ChrliVj  11  making  reconciliation  frr 
4*  iniquity,  end  making  iccODciliatioii  for  the 
Cl  fim  or  the  people,*'  (Did.  i%*  14-  and 
HcM  ii,  ty,)  and  tniwers  to  the  emmouij) 
and  typical  reconciliation  which  waa  made 

by  ri«c  blood  of  ibe  faerificcs  itudcr  the  law, 
to  make  ntWMxnt  avd  raorrciCtelUn  for  I  Traci, 
(a  Cor.  ^nd  Kztln.  xlv.  15,  *7.; ; 

and  which  uir  frrquenliy  AJicd,  making  h- 
tOKcme*!  for  fin  ^  and  tf»  oitnoncht  fvr  fitr 
finis.  Nijmt  as  all  the  icftal  facrifi«f  of  atone* 
r.tcrtL,  and  the  truly  expiatory  fjcnficc  of 
Chiift,  were  otfcrrd,  not  to  the  of<ndtr$7  hi:: 
to  Gfl^  to  recondlc  bin  to  them  7  what  tjn 
rmraifutttoit  by  the  d&fl't  bind,  or  erofi  ^ 
Cbri^  mc«n,  but  ttat  the  kw  ttid  juAice  1*1 
God  were  thereby  fatisfied,  aud  all  obrtriu- 
turns,  on  hi*  part,  to  peace  and  triend (bi-j 
toward  fmoer^  arc  removed,  that  he  m:gl  r 
n?i  purfuc  Ins  Hghtrow^  demands  upon  them, 
according  Lo  the  hoty  rcientmcntt  ot  hh  ■ 
tore  and  wi1!,  and  theih.-ejtn'ngiof  hh  L^. 
for  thHr  fins;  but  mighc  mercifully  for ■>.!**£ 
them,  and  rake  them  into  a  (late  of 
wuh  hiodeit,  upon  tbeir  r^rrzdng  the 
wrf,  or  (xnUw-nytn}  rciMtiifahertt  (Ri^t. 

V.  II*)  by  fattli,  after  ilic  offence  that  Mi 

had  given  him,  and  the  breach  it  h.:d  imd^ 
upon  l  he  original  friend  tip  between  him  at.*; 
them?  (Y-d*  Grot.dc  Qp  v:i.  v*u. 

Dr  Oa'ffl’s  aniVcr  to  C^icchiJh 

c^e.  Chap,  xx:i,) 


Zh. 


m 


TUT 


n t\  enemies 

mirnl  by 
Iced  «arki,y<t 
*w  hath  he  ic* 
jnriJed, 
i%  in  the  body 
!'  hii  ficlh  thro* 
tarh,  to  prdcnt 
-ju  holy  and  un- 
■  im  cable  ,  and 
nreprovcabU  -ill 
h  light : 


■h  -S 


If  ye  conti- 
\  sc  in  the  faith 
; munded  aodfel- 

M 

itiij  and  be  not 
t.ivH  away  from 
Sc  hope  of  the 
^jipeL,  which  ye 
I^vt  heard,  and 
v  ' .  L  jh  w  preach¬ 
ed  to  every  tTta- 
tu:e  width  ii 
under  heaven  ; 
whereof  I  pant 
am  made  a  mi- 
ti  flcr : 


The  Epyile  to  the  Cqlosaians  paraphrafei .  J3 

ged  from  the  life  of  God,  and,  thro’  the  perverfe  r  ea  foil¬ 
ing  s  of  your  own  corrupt  minds,  were  full  of  enmity  to 
him,  2nd  d Uncovered  yourfdves  to  be,  and  actually  be¬ 
came  more  and  more  fot  by  an  habitual  courfe  of  wick* 
cd  practices,  in  contradiction  to  him,  and  to  hi&holy 
hw,  {Rom.  viii.  7.)  he  has  now,  upon  your  believing 
in  Chrift,  brought  into  a  ftue  of  reconciliation,  peace 
and  friend  (hip  with  himfelf,  by  the  human  body  of 
Chrift,  which  confided  of  flefh  and  blood,  like  the  bo* 
-dies  of  other  men,  even  through  rhe  merit  and  efficacy 
of  his  atoning  death,  who  his  own  /elf  bore  your  fms  in 
his  own  body  on  the  treey  (l  Pet,  ii,  24,)  that  he  might 
prefent  you  to  bimfelf,  or  make  you  ftand  before  him, 
as  pure  and  holy  members  of  his  church,  without  fpot 
or  blemifh,  {Eph.  v*  27.)  and  that  nothing  may  be 
found  to  bring  you  under  condemnation,  or  reproof  in 
his  fight,  as  the  great  Judge  of  all,  or  in  the  fight  of 
God,  at  the  Jail  day* 

23  This,  I  am  well  fatisfied,  will  be  the  happy  t- 
vent  as  to  you  *,  fincc  ye  have  given  evident  proof  of 
your  being^Gncere  believers*  by  your  ftedfaftly  perfe- 
vering  m  the  faith  of  Chrift,  as  perfons  that  are  built 
011  him  as  your  foundation,  and  are  firmly  eftabJiftied 
in  your  dependence  alone  on  him  ;  and  fo  maintain 
your  ground  again  ft  all  the  artful  and  violent  attempts  of 
your  enemies  to  fhake  and  carry  you  off  from  Chrift, 
the  objr£tof  your  hope,  and  from  your  hope  in  him,  as 
fot  before  you  in  the  gofpel,  which  ye  have  heard,  at* 
tended  to  and  received,  and  which,  according  to  the 
true  intent  of  our  Lord's  com  mi  (Eon,  [Atari  xvi,  13,) 
has  been  preached  promifououlty  to  Gentiles  as  well  as 
Jews)  under  what  quarter  of  the  heavens  foever  they 
dwell,  (fee  the  note  on  ver^  28.)  and  I,  Pauly  am  high* 
ly  favoured  with  his  fpeml  commiifion  to  tom  muni* 
cate  this  gofpel  particularly. to  <bc  Gentiles^  {Acts  ixvi* 
16,  17,  18*} 

24  And  feeing  ye  continue  in  the  grounded 
and  fettled,  ver .  23.  I  mnv,  inflxv.d  of  repining  at  the 
feverc  perfocutions  and  prefent  imprifouments,  that 

have  befallen  me  for  your  fakes,  011  account  of  nty 

preaching 

T  E* 

Verfr,  a *£  hcr&Kfc  the  aplfVe  fpc*.!;*  of 
A‘  loving  ami  behold  me;  tbrir  i%irlfrrtnfCs  In 
l!ic  f*iih  ^  thrift/*  (ch  tp*  tt  $-)  and  no 
argument  can  he  drawn  lvoru  hc^ce  agahufc 
the  pene;  (Manet  of  I  he  o"  tcv  oukHj* 

their  cotTiiMiiTi^  ihe  fj;rh  the  raWe  of  rhtir 
be;n£  tfnrcpvov  cable  at  the 


14  Who  now 
rci'Htc  \n  mv  ikit- 

■¥  V 

ferin*?  for  you* 
an4  fill  up  that 
which  it  behind 
of  the  aiHiflittoi 

#r 

K  O 

*  try  might  he,  more  agreeable 

tn  the  mpuftlc’t  defigu,  rendered  finer  u  erv 
1-vuri  hr  the  particle  (nyt)  often  figitifieE 
■1  *ittt  as  in  1  Cor*  v,  iii*  (fee  the  durCj 
j.^1  rr  ranJia^f  ( ^  not  in  the  tufurc, 
prrftrt  Unfty  indmaiirif  what  they  did^ 

u  trcji*T>  nr  bhk<m\  md,  (as  Mr  JW* 
v'Mrrrrf  ir  Hs  rufe  here)  this  frnfe  :i 

h*-v4afc  of  the  kcvj  (vv*)  in  the  new 


J  V 


54  Tfe  tpifik  to  the  Catossuws  parapbrafid,  Ch-  i. 

of  chnfl  in  preaching  the  gofpel  to  Elmers*  (Ep//.  iii*  I*) 

/?r  llls,^T  do*  on  the  contrary*  even  rejoice  in  them*  and  count 
S^ebJrdr.  them  my  honour,  AQs  v.  4 1  ■)  as  they  a  Ho  are  your 

glory,  {EpL  iii,  13.)  and  iirflead  of  perfecting  others, 
as  formerly  **  I,  in  my  turn,  now  cheerfully  undergo 
all  manner  of  tribulations,  which  flill  remain  for  filling 
up  the  meafure  of  my  fuffhrings  for  Chrifl's  glory,  as 
he  filled  up  the  meafure  of  his  fuffcrpigs  for  my  re* 
demption  5  and  which  I  am  further  to  endure  in  my 
natural  body,  after  bis  example*  and  in  his  caufc,  who 
counts  them  his  own,  and  has  appointed  them  to  me 
for  the  benefit  of  his  my  fiscal  body,  by  which  I  mean 
his  church,  that  they  may  be  confirmed  in  the  faith  of 
the  gofpeJ*  and  encouraged  to  bear,  with  undaunted 
bravery,  whatever  fufferings  they  may  be  called  to  un¬ 
dergo  for  it,  by  feeing  how  I  am  enabled  to  behave  with 
holy  fortitude,  patience  and  joy  under  mine, 
is  VTiicrcoF  i  25  Of  which  church  (*f)  I  am,  hy  his  immediate  au- 

?tTr^Cr^mto  thorny*  conftitmed  a  m Snifter  in  my  apoftolic  office, 
the  dTpcnfctioii  according  to  the  infinitely  gracious  and  holy  (ot*»*^**) 
of  Cod,  which  orc]er  0f  God's  fettling  in  bis  family,  for  difpenfing  the 

fo/yo^  tofulfrt  g°fpel*  which  is  committed  to  me,  as  a  facred  truft, 
the  word  of  Cod;  with  a  fpecial  regard  to  you  as  Gentiles^  Eph.  iii.  1,  a* 

and  1  Tim.  i.  u,  r2.)  for  your  conversion,  edifica¬ 
tion  and  fatvation,  to  fulfil  his  prophetic  word  about 
his  calling  the  Gentiles (If.  xi.  10*  and  xlii.  1.  Zecb» 
ii.  11.  and  Mai.  h  11.) 

Even  die  26  Which  is  indeed  ar  myftery,  both  as  it  contains 
haS“t*enWh|!id  the  unfearchable  richesofChrffi,  {Eph.  iii.  8.  t)  and 

from  * 


NOTES. 


*  VIU  up  fays  Le  C'trk, 

an4  Mr  PUrcc  after  hioi,  in  a  bttxtifd  ctili- 
cifm  on  the  place,  fignitic^  fiU  itp  hy  ferns* 
10  intimate,  that  the  apoftlr  now  iiiiTercu  in 
his  riirn,  he  hitl  formerly  made  others 
■fnfffcl*'  for  CUrift  in  theirs  ;  And  [  am  apt  to 
think,  ihat,  in  racing  tlufe  the  */ 

Cbrijt,  he  mi:'hi  recoiieft  ChrifTs  fayiur  to 
him,  in  the  caFeer  of  hi?  preface  rion,%  aW, 
Why  perficaftj 7  thou  7Kt?  (Aftj  ;x  4*) 
or,  according  to  the  above  pivrn  fenfe  u'  the 
word  tranilated  JT//  vp,  he  might  mean,  that. 

as  Chrlflf  had  fufllred  for  his  rerirmptian,  he 
now  in  his  lurn  fuiTmcd  for  thrift's  gl^y, 
and  in  conform  if  y  to  him,  a$  fufcriugj  fir 
ChriJh  uTc  manifeiUy  to  be  undent  on  rt  in  % 
Cor.i.  5.  &nd  i  Pet.  iv.  13  ;  Put  l  do  not 
find,  on  the  fearch,  ihm  ChiiiPi  own 

fitfferingS  are  any  where  called,  3*  here,  his 

(^,\fvL i&v  th  XijSy)  whVc  this 
’word  is  commonly  cfed,  thnmgh  the  New 
Tcfh  to  fxprefs  the  iiiffcrirgs  nf  the 

npoQfas  and  iv  her  Cimllhr.s  fer  Chrift's/iJi.c; 
pvr  tan  any  of  ;heir  ft*(T.rii^s  ]>e  fippp;>;td  10 


he  added  to  Ms,  or  to  concur  with  his,  for 
the  fausbcliott  of  divine  juflioe,  without 
overthrowing  the  pcffrAton  of  his  atoning 
ftcjifice,  who,  bj  toe  offer utgt  perfected  pr 
rt'tr  them  that  are  fan tV Hid,  (lieb  x.  14O 
■\  AI y  tiery  here,  as  in  faveu]  other  pbcei^ 
rdotes  ty  the  caliiog  of  the  Gcn/ifaj,  wbkh 
was  before,  at  lea  ft  com  para  tuciy  fpcaking, 
a  ihyftcry,  but  is  now  mofl  dcariy  revealed  : 
And  yet  as  there  were  many  plain  *dd  nt- 
prefs  prcplwdes  cf  this  under  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament,  a  vnfl  «die£tk>n  of  which  b  nudi, 
and  compared  with  corref^vindcnt  New  Ttf- 
Umcnt  tex;s,  by  the  learned  Hurt?  in  br.& 
D&n&ijirafiQ  Evengelka)  (Vid.  Piop.  5*  Cap. 
1  |S.-  p.  J9T-)  It  cannot  heftid  not  to 

have  been  revealed  before,  though,  through 
miHaken  prejudices,  it  was  not  generally  vn- 
dcrfL<j<jdj  iu  its  Hue  fan  fe  and  meaukig  ;  And 
therefore*  its  bein$  called  a  Mjfltrj  ftems, 
not  only  10  cany  the  idea  of  its  haring  lain 
under  jaxe.'U  ohftuuty  beforej;  {which  I  ap- 
piciwnd  h  to  he  contidcTcd  with  reference  m 
the  dotii (ties  of  tiiu  gofpcl  iTl'elf,  ai  wcl!  es 


CM. 


Tht  EpiftU  to  the  Co'LOssm'NJ  paraphrased. 


5S 


om  ages,  <w>d 
ojn  generations, 
U  U  now  made 
nr.ifdl  to  bis 


17  To  whom 
l<uf  *ouU  niskc 
iiimn  what  is 
h.  iidief  of  the 
:-M-y  of  ihs*  my 
ferv  among  the 
Gentiles  ;  which 
*  thrift  i'.i  yuo 
:):;hi>pCDl' glory: 


i9  Whom  we 

pi^th  ,  warning 
tvtry  man*  aud 

niching  every 
rr.d-A  in  all  w\f~ 

tom  ;  that  we 

m.iy  proem  every 
miu  perfect  in 
Cuitt  JeiiiM 


as  ir  has  been  fo  far  concealed,  tfpedallyin  its  brrghtcit 
glories,  from  ages  and  generations  under  the  law,  that 
5)e  Gentile*  knew  nothing  of  it,  and  the  Jews  did  not 
fully  underftand  the  notices  that  were  gi  ven  of  it  un¬ 
der  former  djfpenfariors ;  but  which  is  now  as  clearly 
revealed  as  the  nature  of  things  admits  of, 

«trii)  his  holy  apoftics  and  prophets  by  the  Spirit, 
{Ef/b.  iii.  5,)  and,,  through  them,  to  all  true  he! levers, 
who,  by  proieffion,  obligation  and  regenerating  grace* 
are  his  faints. 

27  To  whom  God,  of  his  own  good  pleafurc,  ac- 
cording  to. his  eternal  purpofc,  and  anritm  predictions* 
would  now,  under  the  New  TefUmcm-difpenCarion* 
make  a  plain  difcoveiy  of  the  exceeding  riches  of  the 
glory  of  this  incomprehenfibly  excellent  gofpel,  even 
among  the  Gentiles^,  which  is  all  fummM  up  in  Chrift, 
who,  as  preached  among  you,  and  as  dwelling  in  your 
hearts  by  his  Spirit  and  by  faith,  is  become  the  author 
and  ground  of  all  your  hopes  of  eternal  life,  as  well  as 
is  rhe  purebafer  of  all  its  glory. 

28  This  is  the  blefled  Saviour,  whom  we,  as  tnef- 
fengers  of  the  belt  tidings  that  ever  were  brought  to 
the  Tons  of  mefi,  declare,  and  make  the  grand  fubjeft 
of  our  miniftry,  in  his  glorious  perfon  and  offices,  in 
the  whole  compafs  of  his  mediation,  and  in  the  belie* 
ving,  aJFt£tionaic  and  obediential  regards,  that  are  due 
to  him,  and  to  God  the  Father  through  him  j  ad  mo* 
nilbing  all  forts  of  perfons  to  reflcck  upon  their  fmful 
and  obnoxious  Hate  by  nature,  and  to  take  heed  of  re¬ 
jecting  him  and  inftrufling  them,  without  diftinc- 
tion  of  nations,  wherefoever  we  come,  according  to  the 
wifdom  that  God  hath  given  us;  and  leading  them  in¬ 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  manifold  wifdom  of  God,  as 
difplay’d  in  the  gofpeUrevcIation,  to  make  them  wife 
to  fa  1  vatic n  ;  that  we  may  by  the  means  and  mtitumemu 
t>f  prefenting  them  all  to  G^d,  as  true  and  uncorrupt* 
ed  believers,  that  are  efpoufed  to  Ch rift,  ( 1  Ctr .  xi.  2.) 
aud -well  acquainted  with  the  whole  fcheme  of  the  gof¬ 
pel,  and  that  have,  not  only  a  perfection  of  parts* 
which  belong  to  the  new  creature,  but  an  eminent 

growth 

note. 


N*1  preached  to  tbrCrwtf^f j)' but  of 

l!:cnnfa{linniai)lcUcpih&oi'  wifdom  and  grace 
;  0  ir  arc  con  rained  m  the  gofpet,  a*  now  re - 
\tJvd  in  the  pi w nett  nun  tier  tlw  it  ever 
t»:*I  he  in  this  world,  or  that  .our  faculties  in 
this  imiierftO  Rate  are  capable  of  taking  in. 
(See  the  note  on  i  Cor,  ii,  t  ) 

*  Kvtn  as  mentioned  three  times  o~ 
ver  ir*  tlrs  verJe,  and  wrj t  irfuitirt  whkh  h 

httu'tri^  \tr*  xy  cannot  bs  fuppoitd  10 


vncaii  all  lhclnd:Vkktalsof  mankind;  but  r* 
Ynlcr*t!y  fi^nifiea  (a^corduig  10  the  <lt ift  of 
the  ajwft.c’s  argument  atitl  the  fieijuent  ufc, 
of  ihdc  universal  icrms  in  the  Kew  Tcfht- 
ticnt}  Jtvn  4nd  Gettfih’tj  to  uhmn  he 
preach lm  Chrilt  ami  the  golpel,  that  he  might 
prrlenl  tlmn  perfect  in  him,  without  dirtme- 
i;mi  i;f  or  proeiLiiLC  vf  ibn  cf 

them  10  * 


2° 


The 


Cfc.i. 
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growth  of  them  \  and  are  already  ‘perfeft  in  their  Head 
Chrift,  (fee  the  note  on  I  Ccr*  ii.  6,)  and  (hall  be  per* 
fefted  in  all  knowledge  and  grace*  holincfa  and  happi- 
nefs,  through  him,  in  the  heavenly  ftate* 
if  WHcmutto  2JJ  To  the  accompfifliment  of  this*  I  alfo  labour 
T  atfo  hiK>nr,  pjiins  and  diligence  in  prayer  and  preaching*  lay* 

!ngVtQ^P«/^orit*  inp  myfclf  out  ro  the  utmoft  by  all  means*  amidfl  all 
inj£t  which  work-  difficulties*  and  in  the  face  of  oppofition*  like  the 
<th  m  me m:gh*  vehement  contenders  in  the  Grecian  games* 

* according  to  the  energy  of  his  fpirit  and  grace* 

which  works  with  mighty  power  in  me,  to  enable  me 
for  it*  and  with  me*  to  crown  my  labours  with  glorious 
fuccefs.  (St#  the  note  on  i  Cor *  xv.  io*) 

R  K  C  O  Ii  L  E  C  T  I  O  N  S. 

What  a  divine  authority  does  the  apuflolic  ch;t rafter  five  to  Paul's  epifl'les  ! 
And  with  what  alKelfoa  ihoud  wc,  after  Ms  example,  wifh  all  abounding*  of 
pace  and  peace-  from  Cm\  the  K;tthvi\  anti  *»tir  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  to  all  the  faints 
*md  faithful  ia  Chrift  Jeius  i  And  how  fiiuidd  we  bids  God  on  their  behalf,  and 
recommend  them  hi  our  prayers  to  birr,  cm  account  of  what  we  fee  or  hear  of 
rheir  faith  and  !ove?  and  of  their  weft  grounded  hope  of  that  eternal  life  which 
is  rdVrved  in  heaven  for  them,  according  to  the  truth  of  the  irofpeti  What  a 
*.  t  lij-Vt  this  jTiifpc!  is  now  preached,  by  divine  com  million,  to  Gentile*, 


I  T'  f  --r  '  y1  f  “  P- - -  - - ?  ...  - I - - - 

efficacy,  in  delivering  ua  from  the  power  Satan,  and  t ran  [feting  ua  into  the 
kingdom  of  God4*  belt  beloved  Son  ;  and  to  have  Chrift  dwelling  in  our  hearts, 
a*  our  hope  of  glory  !  This  encourages  further. prayers  for  all  increafc  10  light, 
and  grace,  and  Qrcngtheimig;;,  by  the  glorious  operations  of  divine  power*  unto 
id!  patience,  long -fiifTcri tig,  and  joy,  under  all  the  trials  of  this  life*  and  unto 
;df  becoming,  fruitful,  and  holy  walking  with  God,  who  in  this  way  will  make 
us  meet. for  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light-  How  great  and  glorious  is  the 
perfon  of  Chrift  5  He  is  the  eflential  and  rrprefrtitative  image  of  Gf>d  the 
father,  who  in  his  own  nature  h  invisible ;  he  had  an  eternal  exigence  before  all 
worlds,  and  is  the  Creator  and  Upholder,  the  firft  caule  and  laft  end  of  a!! 
ihiog*,  from  the  higheft  to  the  ioweft  of  them,  in  heaven  and  earth  ;  he  alfo,  a* 
Mediator,  is  the  head  of  his  myfticHl  body  the  church;  has  all  office  and  difpen- 
Jatory  fulntfs  conftanfly  reading  in  him  ;  and  is  the  firft  anil  chief  that  rofe  from 
the  dead  to  immortal  life,  and  every  way  foper-eminent  to  ill  faints  and  angels* 
And  how  important  are  the  benefit*'  that,  his  church  receive  from  him1*  They 
UmI  were  founctiincs  enemies,  through  the  iniquity  of  their  heart s  and  lives,  ate 
now  rcct.-ncifed  to  God  by  Ids  atoning  death,  and  have  remifliuti  of  fins  through 
his  redeeming  blood  ;  and  they  are  kept  fled  fall  in  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  gof- 
pel.  till  at  length  they  lUall  be  pre  fritted  faultlefs,  and  without  rebuke,  in  the 
light  of  God.  And  what  an  honour  is  it  to  be  made  wife  and  faithful  prcacho* 
of  Chrift*  and  inftruments  of  prefriiimg  multitudes  per  foil  in  him!  Who  wuuM 
jiot  willingly  lay  themfrlves  out  to  the  utmoft,  according  to  the  powerful  work¬ 
ings  of  hU  grace  in,  and  with  them,  tofubfcrve  this  hk-ffed  defign;  and  rathe; 
rejoice  than  repine  at  any  fuffr rings*  to  what  degree  fotver  they  may  be  called  to 
undergo  them  in  the  c;;ufr  of  Chrift,  for  his  fake,  and  for  the  converfton,'  edifi¬ 
cation)  and  ttcni.il  falv.uion  of  many  fouls! 

\ 

CHAP. 
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Tbe  EpifiU  to  the  Colossi  an$  faraphrafei » 
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CHAP.  II. 

The  apefik  exprejjes  his  lave  toT  and  joy  in  believers*  whom  he  had  ne¬ 
ver  feen^  and  encourages  their  continuing  to  walk  in  Chrift*  I, — 7* 
Cautions  themagninfi  the  errors  of  heat  hen- phi/of  op  by*  agaitifi  the  va¬ 
nity  of  Jewifh  traditions*  and  againfi  an  obfervance  of  Mu  laic  rites* 
uhich  had  been  completely  fulfilled  in  Chrijit  beyond  what  they  could 
hope  to  find  eifevrhere*  8, — 17*  Againfi  worjhipping  of  angels  ^  as 
that  were*  in  effecF*  renouncing  their  Head*  Chrijl*  1 8,  19*  And 
againfi  legal  ordinances  and  human  injlitutions*  that  are  of  no  ad* 
vantage  for  fpiriiucl  purpofes,  ic, — 13, 


Tj-  XT. 

i;OR  1  i«ntld 
that  yc  koev 
what  eon- 

f-iJl  I  h-ive  for 
y-.nij  and  /flrthcm 

LlkkJUcs,  and 
*sLt  as  many  as 
have  not  (ten  my 

ucc  in  the  rtcJh  1 


t  That  ibnr 
heart*  mi^tt  \te 
comforted*  being 
knit  together  in 
love,  and  unto  ati 
ruhe*  of  the  full 
aiTiirancr  of  un¬ 
der  (landing  ,  to 
the  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  the  my- 
(Itryef  God*  and 
01  the  Fadicr^nd 
«f  ChriLt ; 


j  In  whom  are 
hid  all  the  tra- 

i'urcs 


Paraphrase, 

TT  is  with  a  particular  reference  to  you,  that  I  fpeak  of 
■*-  ray  earn  eft  endeavour  to  preftm  every  man  perfect 
in  Chrift  Jcfus,  {chap,  i-  For  I  would  fain 

make  you  fenfible  ot  my  great  felieiiude,  concern,  and 
fervent  prayers  for  you,  {chap,  i,  9,)  the  believers  at 
Colofiif  and  for  thofe  of  your  nughhe-uring  city  of  La-* 
odicea\  and  even  for  all  that  huve  received  the  faith 
of  Chrifty  wherever  they  refade,  though  they,  like  you, 
have  never  had  the  opportunity  of  feeing  me  in  the 
body,  nor  con  fluently  of  attending  on  n:y  minlflry, 
and  being  wrought  upon  by  i:« 

2  I  wrdllc  with  God  in  prayer  for  all  fuch,  that 
their  hearts  may  be  abundantly  filled  with  divine  con* 
rotation,  as  believers  that  are  clofdy  and  firmly  ce¬ 
mented  together  in  the  bonds  cf  the  moil  cordial  affec¬ 
tion  to  Chrift  and  one  another  j  and  are  throughly  uni¬ 
ted  in  endeavours  for  attaining  a  diftinfl,  d-ar,  and 
complete  acquaintance  with  the  excellent  fcheme  of  the 
gofpd,  in  all  its  riches  of  fpirituat  ami  eternal  bielbngs, 
unto  the  entire  farir  fact  ion  of  their  own  fouls  *  and  un¬ 
to  the  ir.uft  honourable,  (leady,  and  pubiic  profedion 
of  thefe  deep  things  of  God,  which,  though  now  re¬ 
vealed  for  the  la  1  van  on  of  tho  Gentiles*  as  well  as  Jews* 
continue  to  be  unjearchabie  riches*  (Eph.  iii.  8*J  that 
were  from  all  eternity  defigned,  mid  prepared  in  the 
gracious  counfclsot  God  the  F*uhetTs  will,  {Rpb*  i*  11.) 
and  are  purchafed,  revealed,  and  difpciifed  by  our 
Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  as  the  great  Mediator  between  God 
and  them* 

3  In  whom  *,  as  the  Head  cf  the  church,  are  con* 
tained,  for  their  ufe  and  benefit,  beyond  their  compre* 

benfion 


N  0 

*  Ta  -utbe**  i*}  may  be  render'd  which t 
agd  refer  to  the  nsyjhry*  as  well  as  \o  Corijtj 
indili  Jig  miles  lhai  ail  die  irciifms  ot  v.:l- 


t  a. 

i-:ii  krirt'Wpft,  tcr\jiro  to  falTjtioo,  are 
W;-(,  .Ijd  ill  th:f  nixUtry: 

t  i:  :o  l it  irie&iu  01  xCanJt  + 

«'hv 


Jk.i 


H  K 
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The  Epifik  to  the  ColossiANS  paraphrafid*  Ch.  ii* 


faTTC  of  -WlTdom 
ind  knowledge- 


4  And  this  1 
£iy,  kfl  any  man 

thnckl  beguile 

90a  with  enticing 

vord*. 


j  For  fhc*gh 
I  he  ahfcnt  in  the 
fleh,  yet  am  I 

with  you  in  the 
rfpirir,  joying  and 

beholding  y-mr 
«dtr,  and  the 
fttdfzflruik  of 


in 


a  A*  ve  hare 

r 

"therefore  received 
Cferift  JcAj5  the 
Lonf,  fo  walk  ye 
ui  him: 


henfion,  and  with  a  concealment  from  carnal  minds, 
all  the  rich  and  inexbaufUble  ucafures  of  perfe&  wif- 
dom  and  knowledge,  for  managing  al)  the  affairs  of  his 
kingdom  of  providence  and  grace,  and  fcafcnably  {ap¬ 
plying  alt  our  wants  ;  and  for  revealing  the  whole  will 
of  God  about  our  falvation  »  as  alfo  for  enlightening  our 
minds,  and  directing  us  in  our  yr*y  and  walk  through 
a]}  the  darknefs  and  dangers  of  this  life*  and  conducing 
.us  fafe  to  heavenly  glory* 

4  And  1  thus  fpeak  of  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom 
and  knowledge  that  are  laid  up  in  Cbri£kt  from  the 
deep  concern  of  my  heart  for  you*  that  ye  may  be  efta- 
bli flied  in  him  ;  left*  as  the  ferpenl  beguiled  Eve  thro* 
his  fubtilt y>  (i  Cor.  xL  3  }  fo,  through  the  plaufiblc 
mfmuationS  of  judaizing  teachers,  who  by  falfe  rcafun* 
irrgs,  flattering  words  and  fair  fpeeehe. r,  lye  in  wait  U 
deceive*  (i  Cor,  xvi.  r8.  and  Eph,  iv.  14.)  any  one 
(hou Id  delude  you  into  infnaring  notions,  that  are  con* 
trary  to,  or  derogatory  from  Chrift  and  his  glory,  and 
would  turn  you  off  from  him,  and  from  the  pure  doc¬ 
trine  of  falvation  alone  through  him  :  my  knowledge  of 
your  affairs,  and  affe£Kon  to  you,  engage  this  folici- 
tons  care  of  my  foul  about  you. 

5  For  though  I  be  corporally  diflam  from  you,  and 
never  faw  you  ;  yet  my  heart  is  with  you,  in  delightful 
refleftions  on  what  I  have  heard  of  your  faith,  love, 
and  hope,  {chap,  i*  4,  5.)  and  I  clearly  perceive,  by 
fuggeltions  of  the  Spirit,  how  things  are  with  you,  (fee 
the  note  on  l  Cor*  v.  3,)  as  to  your  rich  attainments, 
on  one  hand,  and  trials  of  various  kinds  on  the  other; 
and  I  am  filled  with  facred  joy  from  what  I  know  of 
your  'clrcumflanees,  as  if  1  were  perfonally  prefent  with 
you,  particularly  with  refpeft  to  the  good  dtftppline 
xb at  is  kept  -up  among  you,  as  a  church  of  Chrift,  and 
the  orderly  behaviour  of  its  federal  members  ;  and  with 
refped  to  the  firm,  folid,  and  Ready  adherance  of  your 
faith  to  the  perfon,  mediatioh  and  doflrines  of  Chrift, 
notwithfhndmg  all  the  artifices  that  are  uled  to  cor¬ 
rupt  your  minds,  and  thaw  you  off  from  him. 

6  As  therefore  ye  have  received  Chrift  by  faith  in 
his  perfon  and  offices,  as  your  prophet  to  reach  you,  as 
your  prieft  to  make  atonement  and  intercede  for  you, 
and  as  your  king  to  rule  and  govern  you,  even  as  your 

com* 


NOTE. 

wfw  in  the  n«reft  antecedent,  and  i*  fpofcen  fhop  Davtnant  on  ihe  place)  that  theft  irea- 
4if  wr.  p,  10,  as  hiTjrj  sit  tie  ftufatfs  of  ?h  furcs  of  wifdom  and  knowledge  are  to  hid, 
Xrodhtad  dwefliu*  ih  Atm*  iri'&boiti  the  church  as  not  to  be  difeemed  hy  carnal  men*  hut 
ia  complete.  (Sec  alfb  Dr  IVhUhfs  note  onlyhyiboC:  to  whom  Godhath  given 
dvrej  Arid  lie  h  him  irojmaic*,  ( toy s  Bi-  ritual cyvs  to^ce  them. 


Ch.  ii. 


T  !t<y/cd  arid 
hnik  up  in  i’-iin, 
anil  lifted  in 
tlic  uiih,  a*  ye 
have  Ktr»  taught* 
flivi  jiui’.ug  there¬ 
in  "*i  ill;  thsttkf* 


Beware  Wl 
tny  mao  fpotl 
you  Eliroiijjh  phr- 
Infophy  ar.d  vain 
deeei't  after  the 
tradition  af  men, 
after  ihe  rudi¬ 
ments  gf  the 
world,  and  not 
ufto  Chrifl  r 


b 

The  Epifile  to  the  Colossi ans  paraphrafed*  re 

* 

Complete  Lord  and  Saviour;  fo  l  intreat  and  exhort 
you  Hill  to  cleave  with  purpofe  of  heart  to  him,  and  to 
walk  in  a  daily  exercifc  of  faith  in  him,  and  in  a  con- 
ftant  obfervation  of  all  his  ordinances  and  command- 
merits;  yea,  in  alt  holy  conrerfation  and  god  finds,  as 
becomes  your  profe-ffionof  him,  and  relation  to  him, 
by  virtue  of  your  ui itfm  with  him,  and  by  derivation  of 
grace  from  him  ; 

7  As  fincere  believers,  who,  like  a  tree  planted  in  a 
good  foil,  are  rooted  in  Chrill,  fattening  on  him,  to 
keep  you  fixed  and  immoveable  by  any  wind  of  doc¬ 
trine,  and  drawing  nourithment  from  him  for  yourfpi- 
ritual  growth  in  him,  (Eph*  iv,  14,  1 5- ) ;  and  who, 
like  a  dnmfc  crefted  on  a  folid  foundation,  are  built 
upon  Ch  rift,  and  clofely  uuued  to  him,  as  the  only 
fottndarion  of  your  faith  and  hope,  focurity  and  lalva- 
tion,  (1  Cor*  iii.  11*)  that  ye  m&y  grow  vnto  an  holy  tem¬ 
ple  in  the  Lord *  in  whom  ye  are  built  together  for  an  ba* 
bitathn  of  G$d3  thrtf  the  Spirit  3  (Eph.  11,  21,  22*)  and 
that  ye  may  be  confirmed  both  in  the  doftrine  and 
grace  ofjairh  in  him,  accordingto  what  ye  have  heard, 
and  received  by  tbe  miniftry  of  £paphrast  our  dear 
fellow-fcrvant,  {chap,  i*  7.)  and  may  abound  exceed¬ 
ingly  in  daily  increafes  of  light  and  faith,  and  every 
other  grace,  with  enlarged  thankfulncfs  and  praile  to 
tbe  author  and  finilher  of  all  that  concerns  you* 

8  Take  heed  led  any  feducer  make  a  prey  of  you, 
and  draw  you  off  from  Chrift  and  his  pure  gofpel;  and 
rob  you  of  its  privileges  and  bleflings,  Through  the  fub- 
tihies  and  corruptions  of  the  falfc  philofophy  of  the 
heathens,  which  Jnvlfh  doflois  have  adopted  into  their 
religion;  and  through  their  fallacious  pretences,  which 
are  all  empty,  deluiive,  and  vain,  as  they  puff  up  the 
mind  with  a  conceit  of  things,  that  have  nothing  in 
them  ;  and  miflead  it  to  follow  the  uncertain  tradi* 
lions,  that  were  the  inventions  of  men  in  former  ages, 
and  have  bcoi  handed -down  from  one  generation  to 
another  to  this  very  day  ;  and  alfo  to  obkrvefuch  ce¬ 
remonial  rites  of  the  Mofak  law,  as  were  tbe  principles, 
or  firft  elements  (!«*«*)  of  the  church  in  its  infant  flate, 
and  were  in  themfclves  of  a  carnal  nature,  as  fulted  to 
imprefs  little  children  by  worldly  appearances,  (fee  the 
parapbrafe  on  Ga/*)v.  3.) ;  and  none  of  thofe  things  are 

according' t0  rhe  mind  and  will  of  Chrift,  as  revealed 
in  the  gofpel ;  nor  do  any  of  them,  as  now  urged  and 
obfervedi  lead  the  foul  co  him  alone  for  faWatioa,  who 
has  an  a!i-fuflicicncy  for  k  in  himftlf, 

9  For 


cti.  iu 


Tbe  Epijlk  to  the  Colossiang  psraphr&foi* 


$  Verin  Mm  p  For  the  divine  nature  t,  with  all  the  perfections 

8wtlkth  jh*  deity  \n  their  utmoft  fulnefi,  refide,  and  for  ever  a- 

Godhead  bodily*  bide,  luWhnually  in  his  incarnate  pcrion,  as  in  the 

temple  of  his  body,  inhabited  by  the  indwelling  God¬ 
head,  in  a  perfonal,  and  infinitely  more  glorious  man¬ 
ner,  than  it  ever  dwelt  in  the  Jewijh  tabernacle,  or 
temple  of  old* 

id  And  jc  are  to  And  ye,  who  have  received  him  by  faith,  {ver* 
caniplete  jn  and  fo  are  united  to  him  as  membersuf  hismyttical 

which  is  the  head  J  J  . 

of  all  principally  body,  have  all  iaJvmcm  in  him  as  your  head  ;  ye  have 
41*  d  jJOVTf*  all  dcfe£b  made  up,  and  all  fecurities  and  blcfling; 

completed,  though  not  already  in  your  own  perfons, 
yet  in  him ,  vjho  is  made  unto  you  of  Gody  xvifdomy  a  ml 
right ecujncfsi  and  fanttificationy  and  redemption^  (i  Cor. 
l,  30,}  and  who,  fu  it  able  ro  the  dignity  of  his  divine 
perlbii,  as  :?//  the  f  nine f 5  of  the  Godhead  dwells  bodity  in 
him.  (vsr.  ;>  )  is  exalted  in  his  office-capacity  to  be  fo- 
verctg1!  I-orct  and  Ruler  of  all  rants  and  degrees  of 
mankind  ;  yea,  cf  all,  even  the  higbeff  orders  of  spo¬ 
liate  ang;:';S,  who  are  timkr  his  controu),  as  vanquifliM 
enemi'oi  (ver*  15.)  and  of  all  the  holy  angels,  that  ci- 
Cvi  in  (trengrh,  and  are  entirely  under  hi&  dominion, 
who  fends  them  forth  to  msnifUr  to  the  heirs  o!  falva- 


II  In  whom 
Who  ye  are  cir- 

■cumcifed  with  the 
vi  rcum  ri  Con  made 

without  band**  in 
puttie  off  the 
body  of  the  fi ns 
-of  the  fldh*  by 
the  circumciiioo 

of  Chrirt  ; 


tion,  (I-tcb-  \ .  1 4-) 

U  In  him  a!fo  ye  art  fo  complete,  as  to  have  no 
reed  or  the  ordinance  of  cireumcifion,  which  the  /enf- 
\}b  zealots  would  impofc  upon  you  ;  for  yc.havesa  bet¬ 
ter  cwcumcifion  of  the  heart,  according  to  .God*s  pro- 
mife  to  his  people,  and  their  feed,  {DeuU  xxi.  6.) 
even  a  fpi ritual  ctrcumciCon,  [Phil*  iii,  3*}  which  is  not 
tffe£ led,  ]ikt  that  in  the  flclh,  by  the  work  of  human 

hands, 


NOTES* 


f  Tb<  Gwhf/ifli  (he  falnefi  cf  ibe  Gcdhcod* 
etui  all  the  of  She  Godht^d>  arc  a* 

Ilrqpj  eapfutfiens  3$  can  wrll  be  imagined, 
*0  denote  tJj^r  tht  divine  nature,  with  not 
lame  only,  but  a\J  if s  effintial  perftflhms, 
the  very  fisic  a*  are  in  the  Father  hicifelf, 
dwell  jitbflamluiuj  in  CbrtfVs  human  hdrt  t% 
the  waul  may  fi^nify ,  either 

fatijjji  to  inf  uni:  c  rhe  perionil  union  nf  the 
divine  nature  vhh  the  Miifuti  body,  35  well 
as  foul  of  our  LorX  when  be,  theecernal 
Word,  lire 1  m. nit  jkfi*  and  d-u/ih  titcong 
-(John  1.  1,  iix  the  no;e  there)  or 
-■ml Jkhfiaadailjf^  in  rf6|*jfn:-on  to  figuratively 
and  emblematically,  r»  types  and,  Ibadows, 
in  which  fenfe  fbeiipo^e  fays  the  bed?  is  of 
Chrif1  (vcr.  1  7.)  A:i4  tbit  ts  infinitely  more' 
ah  an  any  thing  that  U  Girl  of  Gn<i*s  dwelling 
ia  his  jj£cp;c,  (1  6V*\ujC.)  and  of  their 
being  filled  wish  sUlM  fxituf*  of  Gad*  (Euii. 

sii-  ip.)  Ills  evidently 


fioi  on>y  Fn^  gricinas  prefence  with  them,  in 
n  ii:jy  of  fpeciilfavoar  ind  re h don,  mvnifef-. 
I  it  hm  and  operation;  and  ihdr  being  filLd 
with  all  the  falttefi  of  G&dy  (int*  jo  w\*(&ux 
rv  (Jtv)  mofl  rut urplly  meani,  filled  with 
all  ibe  gifts  and  grace*  tf,n  Gcd  is  the  au¬ 
thor  and  giver  of :  But  at*  the  fnlttefi  of  the 

Uj  O  K  E  A  D  v  rc  ti!f  ^^rr/pr) 

ii  a  quire  different  of  inrun ixivebly 

Superior  ilgnifieadon  :  For  Godhead  h  the 
one -nly  divine  nuturc  UJrif*  by  which  Go'J 
is  what  he  is  i  and  M  afl  afi*  itf  divide  good- 
nets,  v-ifilom,  and  30wcrt  and  the  liln*  are 

aicribed  to  God.  and  n^er,  as 
as  I  can  recplk£fc,  to  the  Godhead^  there  focm^ 

to  ts  a  impropriety  of  Utr^^in  eaJ- 
liug  tbdr  the  folncfs  of  the  GsJbead, 

Hut  the -fill  nil's,  or  fier/eftiuR  of  Deity,  i>  a 
natural  idea  of  all  tbit  is  comp  trended  in 
Godhead;  atjd  all  ildz  is  u:i  to  daxtl  i\i 
Clirirt. 


Ch.  it. 


The  Epifih  to  the  Colossiahs  parapbrafed,  6i 


n  Buried  udth 
Mu*  in  baprifm, 
uliertirt  alio  ye 
are  fif^p  j  with 
tint  through  the 
fiith’Of  the  ope* 
rMiorr  of  God, 
Vrho  hath  mi  fed 
hhi  from  th« 

: ;  «d. 


hands,  but  by  the  renewing  operation  of  the  Spirit  j 
and  confiib,  not  in  cutting  off  the  fortikm  of  the  flcfli, 
but  in  whar  was  <figrfified  by  it,  even  a  reparation  of 
the  whole-.body  of  fiti,  which,  like  the  natural  body, 
is  made  up  of  many  members  or  parts,  rhatfpring  from 
the  corruption  of  nature,  and  arc  influenced,  and  ex- 
*rt  themfelves,  by  means- of  the  flefhly  body,  that  ye 
may  be  delivered  from  its  guilt,  power,  and  defilement, 
and  at  length  from  the  very  in  bring  of  ir,  by  virtue  of 
that  fpirinval  circumcificm  which  Clusft  is  the  author 

off- 

12  And,  rnfteadof  drcumcifion  in  theltefli,  yehavs 
by  his  inftitution  the  ordinance  of  baptifm,  which  is  of 
like  Ggnification,  ami  anfwers  the  fame  ends,  as  ’tis  a 
fign  ofj  and  obligation  to  all  the  bolincfs,  that  is,  or 
ought  to  be  found  in  you,  as  God's  covenant  people, 
by  your  being  conformable  to  Chrifi's  death,  in  utter¬ 
ly  dying  to  fin,  and  giving  full  evidence  of  it  with 
continuance,  as  he  died  that  i:  might  be  crucified,  ami 
was  manifefted  to  be  entirely  dead,  by  his  being  buried, 
and  continuing  fome  time  in  the  grave  V  Your  privi¬ 
leges  and  obligations  are  likewise  fignified  in  his  ordi¬ 
nance,  as  to  your  being  quickened  and  ratfed  to  a  life 
of  holinefs,  in  confbrputy  to  the  rifen  Saviour,  through 
that  faith  which  is  wrought  with  almighty  energy  n* 
your  hearts,  by  the  f?me  exceeding  greatnefa  of  God’s 
power,  {Eph*  i.  t^,  20,)  which  he  cierfed  in  railing 
Chrift  from  the  dead;  and  will  put  forth,  by  virtue  of 
his  refurredlion*  in  railing  you  up  to  eternal  life,  (Rm» 
vhi.  tr-  and  i  Pet.  u  j* 


NOTES. 


1}  And 


-f  The  dmmdfiw  ef  Chriji  cannot  mean 
hii  ox  a  circumcision  in  the  flrih,  the  eight 
ifay;  for  is  much  as  any  other,  was 
runic  by  fhe  hands  of  mens  but  tbit  ]s  6U, 
in  oppofillon  lv  that  fort  of  citxuRicitiifn  in 
b-  iwiie  vifbvut  iawrfjj  and  tclorr  to  ih.*t  jjd- 
tlma!  rircumcifion,  of  which  Cbnft  1&  thv 
author,  and  of  which,  as  circnmchian  for- 
jwtriy  ujs,  the  baprtfm  of  Chtift's  Xr> H i:  11- 
fian  now  is  the  lijn  \  it  figt&ying  rtf  the 
futiin?  cma}  the  fJtbvf  r he  fltjbt  bat  the  m  - 
jwerof*  gtei  amjiiemt  tewtird  (i  Pel. 
iti.  )[,);  ami  fo,  [he  bring  :he 

fume,  hjpllfm  conics  in  ihe  room  ofc;mim- 
cifirni,  according  Is  intim.itcd  in  'he 

r=xt  verie,  as  the  Lord1*  flipper  docs  of  the 
pjlKmr*  And  this  eifr&iKi'Iy  *:ufwcred  thu 
,*l»)cfKon  uf  Jew'ift  ziulois,  as  if,  whoever 
interna]  privilege*  were  pretend*  «1  r*:,  ihvrr 

were  a  defect  us  to  cxiemil,,  for 

want  uf  ci TC UiHt'ifiO ii  to  figidfy  and  lhu:i : 

f^r  die  apufitc  Mrtm  Ikow^  that  Ch:t!l  i_.ii 


not  only  provided  that  his  people  fbtoxid  be 
partakers  of  the  thin^  lip  tidied  by  it,  b'jthas 

*\fu  fnhrtUused  another  external  ordinance,  of 
like  ofc,  f  (jid^a-iion,  31  id  ddignt  to  bo  con* 
UiJVAj  un-Vr  the  £f>:ncl  fhiic,  more  fflitlble 
sorts  funplidty  a".d  tpiriitul  nature*  But  if 
the  infill  of  believing  parenti  were  not  to 

aivler  the  £ofpel-difpen&t:on, 
a  fining  ubjcft;cn  would  llifi  have  remained 
tlfcir  ixtng  Complete  in  ChrR,  as  to 
external  pmdieyts,  Jincc  the  ebiiJreii  of  the 
lfraefiiti ,  u  r.d  I  h  e  Mtfcic  d:  I  pen  latto  n  * 

Were  be  rirrmneiieH  \rctl  -j%  themitdvcs. 


*  Eitrieii  trith  titm,  feeFtis  to  ithic  rather 
to  Ctriji'j  bi:ri.ily  tlun  to  ^tr  baf-dfm*  And 
burial  y*Uh  hint  btf'frp»t  Hands  in  oppofi* 
;i*.rt  t*>  ta  Jit  /,  vit*  1  j*  and  is  m 

r!ic  ii  %j  i  gnore  w:rl*  ucin*  crucified  with 
if.1",  mm  (j,  fts  vt*w  .,l  '-‘i,  appears  by  com- 
p*.r!S^  iltrn*  v\.  i.  when:  thefe  term* 


I  ^  *  ■■  ■  j 

*,  I  I  u 

;  t  'i 


.  c  £im;t  iking,  (S-c 


■  v^-  A-) 


6a  7b*  EpiJIU  ta  tbs  Colossi  am  »  paraphrafed.  Ch.  If. 


*3  A  cut  yon 
brirg  dead  in 
your  fins ,  ittd 

the  ancircnnrsci- 

[fan  of  your  firth, 

hath  he  qmeJun* 
ed  tofethv 
him,  luring  for¬ 
given  yon  all  tref* 
piles 


*4  Blotting  out 
the  hand- writing 
of  otdi&awtt  that 

was 


13  And  ye,  who  in  your  unregenerate  Hate  were 

dead  in  Uw,  under  a  juft  fcntence  of  condemnation* 
on  account  of  your  trefpaffes ;  and  were  dead  toward 
God,  and  every*  thing  that  is  fpirituaUy  good,  in  the 
difpofition  of  your  beans,  under  the  power  of  corrupt 
nature*  which  was  Ggnlfied  during  the  Mofaic  difpen* 
fation,  by  your  being  uncircumcifcd  in  the  flefti,  he 
has  now  raifed  to  a  new  life  of  gr^cc  and  hoftnefs,  in 
order  ro  a  heavenly  life  of  glory  and  blcfl'ednefs,  toge¬ 
ther  with  Chrifl*  as  your  Head,  by  quickening  virtue 
derived  from  him,  and  in  conformity  to  bis  refurrec- 
ticni  from  the  dead  ;  God  having,  on  hia  account,  free** 
ly  forgiven  you  all  and  every  one  of  your  iniquities, 
whether  they  be  original  or  actual,  greater  or  leffcr  fins, 
that  none  of  them  might  be  imputed  to  you,  or  bind  the 
curfe  of  the  law  upon  you,  or  be  brought  into  judgment 
againft  you,  though  ye  never  have  been  literally  circum- 
tifedi  and  therefore  that  ordinance  cannot  be  neceifrry 
to  your  pardon  and  acceptance  with  God  to  eternal  life- 

14  Yea,  as  a  debt  is  evidently  remitted,  or  discharged, 
by  cioffing  and  obliterating  the  book,  or  bond  f,  or  any 

writing 


NOTES 


t  Here  is  a  manifcft  atltifinn  to  various 
ways  of  cancelling  &  debt,  and  vacating  a 
hood,  in  a  beautiful  pddon  from  blotting 
it  out,  to  taking  U  quite  away,  and  utterly 
ddlroyinjt  it,  that  there  might  be  no  room 
for  fear  of  it*  ever  appearing,  or  being  any 
more  in  force  again  ft  us*  And  the  Ufa  of 
thrte,  which  nprel^d  by  i sating  rt  to  the 

4roft  0/  Chrfft,  may  a'.lude  both  10  his  era- 
cifixion,  which  disarmed  the  law  of  its  coo* 
demning  power, and  death  of  its  fling;  and 
(a$  Gnitmi  obfmes)  to  an  arpicuL  cuftom 
of  finking  an  amiquaied  writing  through 
with  a  nail,  to  deface  it,  and  render  it  for 
ever  invalid*  **  The  hand-ivri'utg  of  ordi- 
"  nances,  that  was  aipintt  us,  which  was 
(f  -ewetracy  to  ns,1'  and  was  thus  effec¬ 
tually  difimuulied,  1  take  to  include  the 
whole  law  of  as  a  covenant,  though 

with  a  primary  refpeft  to  the  ceremonial  bw: 
But  the  m  well  as  ceremonial  law, 

might  be  called  ft  the  hand-writing  of  ordU 
*c  nances,  that  was  agsinft  ns,”  as  it  was 
written  by  thc  appointment  of  God*  and 
praAicaliy  fubfcribed  to  by  Ifr&cK  (Deut.  v» 
;  and  both  togtt her  contained  an  ncknnw* 
ledgment  of  their  guilt,  depravity,  and  oh* 
noxiouthefs  to  wrath,  and  of  tneir  need  of  a 
better  frerifice  and  purification  than  the  cc* 
reumlal  l»w  could  aiFord,  which  If  eluded 
an  oblivion  to  ohftrve  the  moral  law,  that 
was  written  by  the  finger  cf  Cod ;  and*  up¬ 
on  failure  of  o bed icncc,  fabjvfterf  them  to  its 
ctmc,  and  fi>  was  a  “  mmiftjation  of  death 
4‘  and  con  dent  Qatiufl,  (i  Cor*  UU  y,  9*)  l  aiwl 


in  that  view,  the  Jcu> j  were  rooft  immediate* 
ly  concerned  in  it :  And  yet  the  daBrtm  con* 
tallied  Fq  it  alfcflrt  the  tiailiUs  (whole  con* 
faiences  convicted  them  of  fin)  as  well  as  the 
7 tftri.  U  therefore  fee  ms  to  have  been  with 
fptcial  delight  that  the  apoftle  altera  the 
ftrfin  \nih\\  verfc  from  ;wr  to  m,  it>  inti¬ 
mate,  tliat  the  benefit ,  brought  in  by  Chrift, 
related  in  com  moo  to  believers  of  both  fares, 
and  that  it  is  not  to  be  confined  to  Geal/faf, 
as  fame  understand  it ,  wlm  crtfifider  the  ce¬ 
remonial  law  only,  as  (aid  to  be  contrary  to 
them,  by  excluding  them  from  the  privi¬ 
leges  utuj  bleflintti  of  the  Terns.  Bui  had 
this  been  the  apotlJe^  prccife  and  reftriftiw 
intention  t  it  is  very  (trange  that,  while  be 
vas  fpcakmg  of  Gcniile j  in  the  ficotd  perfm 
aU  along  jolt  before,  and  returned  to  fpcak 
of  them  in  the  feme  manner  at  ver.  tJ*  and 
(b  on  to  the  end  of  the  eptHIe,  he  (honht  va¬ 
ry  the  perfon  here,  and  ibjt  without  any  ap¬ 
parent  rear^a  far  it,  when  it  would  have 
Iwcn  mo  ft  evidently  proper  and  accurate  to 
have  continued  it  without  anv  alteration,— 
Fnr  this  rrafim,  therefore,  among  otheis  re¬ 
lating  to  what  ccpjbily  concerned  them  both, 
I  cannot  readily  go  into  l  be  iurerpretarion, 
that  makes  this  puiijge  relate  mrrely  to  tiit 
contrariety  of  rite  cciemouhil  law  to  (he 
GwtlUti  though  that  lie  inpludcd  iu  if,  m 
it  was  a  middle  wall  of  part  If  ion  hetweep 

them  a»d  fhe  Jrwi,  (Vid.  Ziatb*  in  be. 
and  Witf,  ds  Dckjit.  V,  T.  ad,  caU.  OectA 
Fo?d.  p.  SiWj  6*9-) 


Cb.  n.  The  Epi/lle.h  the  Colossi  as  %paraphr<sfti,  (?f 


«s  again  ft  us, 
*Lidi  was  con- 

ra*y  to  us,  iud 
-  jiik  it  mil  of 
‘!i:  way,  nailing 
;  ro  h  is  croft t 


i  j  Ah J  hiving 
failed  prinrpa- 
ilt’ej:  powers, 

he  mad t  a  (hew 

of 


writing  that  flood  again  ft  the  debtor  ;  fot  with  regard 
to  all  of  us  who  believe*  whether  we  be  Jews  or  Gen- 
tilesf  he  has  blotted  out  our  tranfgreflion£v  as  it  were 
by  the  red  lines  of  Chrift’t  blood,  ami  thereby  tlifamiul- 
ted  the  law-obligation  to  puniftunem  for  them  which 
testified  againlt  us  all,  as  OanfgrefTors*  as  well  as  fe~ 
parated  the  Gentile*  from  the  church  and  privileges  of 
the  Jew*)  and  was  the  caufe  of  enmity  between  them  : 
He  has  alfo  removed  it  out  of  the  way,  that  it  may 
never  be  found,  and  produced,  or  brought  into  difputc 
again  ft  us  :  And  that  it  might  be  utterly  nullified,  ts 
a  bond  that  flood  out  againft  ns,  he  has,  as  it  were,  rent 
and  torn  it  to  pieces,  by  nailing  it  to  the  crofs,  on 
which  our  Lord  was  fattened  by  the  nails  that  pierced 
him  throogh  his  hands  and  leer,  when  he  died  our  fa* 
crifice,  and  redeemed  vs  from  the  eurfc  of  the  lrtvr% icing 
made  a  eurfc  for  us ,  (Gab  id.  13-) 

15  And  having  vanquished)  and  di farmed  all  the 
powers  of  darknefs,  the  devil  char  chief,  and  all  the 
ranks  and  orders  of  apoftate  fpirits  with  him  %  He* 

aa 


N  O 

y  Mr  Prircet  in  a  large  n'ifrort  this  (ext, 
h  £v  endeavoured  to  ertabJiJh  i  n tvf  notion, 
n  tV  hy  the  princtpaSiies  tudpffvtrSr  here 
fpuken  of,  were  meruit,  m>i  die  ew7,  but 
gafd angeis*  There  h  great  ingeauiiy  in  the 
ojaje&urf*  and  much  labour  employed  in  cri- 
tiritin  to  maintain  It*  But,  upon  the  mn£t 
careful  examination,  it  dges  pot  appear  to  me 
tfi>bc  fufficiently  ihpported  :  For,.  adiftiEJing 

l\2*  to  fp&kd  priadteJiries  and  povtrs  U  not 

predifted  of  C£rifi7  out  of  God  At  Telber,  *ih 
iitvfl  nali  rally  to  be  undertfcriMi  of  what  the 
Father  did  by  ChrifV,  in  his  triumphant 
death  ;  and  yet,  a*  Ch rift's  croff,  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  clofe  of  the  foregoing  Ycrfc,  b  the 
iiTimediao  antecedent  to  this,  it  (terns  plain 
and  Cify  enough  lo  refer  thej^iJrig  of  pri/ut- 
p-riititi  mtd  povtn  10  him,  as  what  he  him- 
iclfh^s  done,  by  his  fufft  rings  and  death,  in 
obtaining  the conijueft  over  ihctn-  And  as 
to  Its  cunnedion  with  ibe  context*  which 
this  learned  writer  thinks  cannot  be  made 

out,  bat  upon  his  interpretation,  what  can 
be  more  agreeable  to  the  apoftle**  dc%c  to 
prove,  that  believe n  art  complete  w  €brijiw 
(ver.  so.)  than  to  Jbow  that  they  arc  not  on- 
i  y  partakers  of  the  the  fpbmaJ  rirctimcifioti  B 
which  is  Fgnified  hy  the  New  Taftraetit'Or- 
omance  of  b^piifrn,  and,  arc  quichned  with 
and  forgiving  all  trefpafles,  and  ac- 
enured  from  law -oblige turn*  that  flood  In 
I- »ive  againft  them*  intt  that  lEi  the  power* 
of  Jarkncfs  arc  alfb  entirely  vuiiipii filed  fi»r 
th^aa  by  his  crofs?  And  what  the  aportie 
l*-*J  fiiid,.  ver-  to,  about  Chsift's  befog  iht 


T  E, 

had  of  nil  printtfatifr  and  power*  I*  a  fuffickfit 
union  again  it  urit/bipfittg  of  v«v  iS. 

19*  This  gentle  man,  hi  further  fup  pon  of 
his  own  interpret ation,  fup po£cs  that,  before 
our  Saviour's  time,  (be  good  angcUlod  pn>* 
vjnccs  and  ilumin bins  allotted  them,  one  pre¬ 
fixing  over  one  cmimry,  and  another  wtr 
anotluur  cmimry,  which  he  apprehend*  is  i*- 
timaicd  by  the  merit  bir  that  is  made  of  the 
princes  of  Prrftfi  jikI  GrtecC;  arid  Mici^rf  the 
prince.  Dm.  x.  i  ^  xo,  it.  but  that,  at  our 
Lord's  refurrcilion,  this  power  was  taken 
fr^m  ihcm,  and  they,  being  a]]  divefltd  ot 
tlicir  dominion,  were  pt^erd  in  fubjcAton  tfr 
him.  But  though  it  be  undoubtedly  tree,  tbnc 
Cbrifl  is  in  our  na:ur“  raifed  far  abevt  att 
prhicipffiiiics  and  ^lecrj,  aod  th^t  auvefr^ 
wlion and  p*nvtn  are  JuadtfobjeB 
(Kjihcf,  L  to,  nr  and  i  Pet.  ii,  *r.) 
know  of  no  imina  ion  m  Jcn^ture,  that  be 
has  reduced  rheir  po^vers,  or  taken  away  an y 
thing  from  them,  which  they  ever  bad  be¬ 
fore  ;  nor  dues  it  icuzn  very  ajrecahie  to  the 
jr.rft'  that  ihines  forth  in  his  hcadlhip  toan- 
geh,  a#  well  as  men,  fitppofethet  became 
|o  deprive,  or  di  veil  them  of  any  dignity,  nr 
dominion,  that  they  before  were  poticifcd 
of:  Nor  ii,  ^at  is  2iU  in  Dun.  x*  13,10* 

1  j  .  about  fl>e  pymecs  of  FerJ i j  and  Greece,  and 

Af  trivr*  the  prince,  any  rcsl  proof  of  diflmO 
domhdo;;s  beins  aiiiirncd  to  diUcTCnt  inrtls- 
over  diligent  cniuiUh:^  for  though  Micrar-' 
whk'ii  iome  Jhppofc  to  be  Chr-ll  and 

others  a  chief  mmHier  of  (lie  heaven l v  hnit 

T 

under  him,  appeared  for  ibar 

eucm::i> 


Ch.  u 


<54  The  Epijile  to  the  Colossi  parapirafeiL 


nf  them  openW, 
triumphing  over 
them  in  tt» 


rtf  n^mai 
therefore  jnd£* 
yoO  in  meat  or  in 
drink,  or  in  re- 
fpcfl  of  3D  holy* 
day,  or  of  ihe 
new-'nflon,  or  of 

tut  Jablwh-d*/.* : 


as  the  feecLof  the  woman,  that  was  to  bruife  the  fer- 
pent's  head,  [Gen,  Hi,  15*)  and  God  the  leather,  by 
him,  expofed  them  to  open  contempt  and  frame,  in 
the  view  of  ail  the  holy  angels,  as  fpoils  of  war,  tri¬ 
umphing  like  a  glorious  conqueror  over  them,  in  vir¬ 
tue  of  his  croft,  (ver*  14.}  as  his  fuflermgs  upon  it 
were  a  complete  frtisfa&ion  to  divine  jutlice  for  fin, 
and  as  he  through  tic  at  b  deft/ojtd  him  that  had  the  power 
of  death,  that  is  the  devil)  (Heb<  ii*  [4.)  and  did  this  by 
hts  own  ftrength,  without  the  aid  or  afliftancc  of  any 
creature  whatfoever,  [ffa*  hiii*  3.) 

16  Since  therefore  the  believing  Gentiles,  as  well  as 
JewS)  are  complete  in  Cbrift,  (ver,  io.)  and  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  ordinances*  that  was  contrary  to  both,  is 
now  cancelled*  (See  the  note  on  ver *  14.)  let  no  Jmvijb 
zealot  pretend  ;  or,  if  any  of  them 

Ibould  be  fo  rail:  and  prdiunptuous,  let  none  of  you  be 
troubled  at  their  vain  pretences,  to  cenftire  and  con¬ 
demn  you,  as  tho*  ye  were  excluded  from  falvation,  be¬ 
came  yc  do  not  oblcrvc  their  legal  rites:  As,  to  instance 
in  Tome  particulars,  which,  together  with  circumcifion, 
they  lay  great  ftrefs  upon.  None  ought  to  judge  and 
condemn  you,  for  not  abftaining  from'  J rosifh  meats, 
or  drinks,  as  forbidden  in  (heir  law  ;  or  on  account  of 
your  neglecting  to  keep  their  religious  annual  feftivals, 
fuch  as  the  pafTover,  pemecoft,  and  the  feaft  of  taber¬ 
nacles;  or  their  monthly  feafls  at  the  firft  appearance 
of  the  new  moon  ;  *  or  even  their  feventh  day  weekly 

fab- 
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eaciuic'7  j  yet  the  princes  of  Ptrfta  and  Greece 

may  niuft  naturally  be  iinWo'xl  of  earthly 
pn^m,  rb4  were  fat  over  iheie  kingdoms, 

according  to  the  common  interpretation  ; 
And  if  any  els  were  JuppTfed  to  be  *  in  tended 
by  thefe  princes,  o;ie  can  hardly  thh»k  they 

fmccnrieof  tb^m  contend¬ 
ed  asatnft  die  o;her.  and  n  bur  Michael 
the  prince  htM,  with  rheanfrt  \h  *.i  ip-lit!* 

J Daniel.  As  to  ibme  fur:  her  crticifmsof  this 
author*?,  to  main  tarn  hi>  por.ii,  be  fnpp>Jfcj 
tlar  theie  it  00  necefillty  of  [akin £  the 
he  italic  a  fiev*  of  them  Opteh,  i:i  an  Ul  feufe  : 
and  we  may  with  ai  good  rental  ftippofe,  that 
there  is  uo  ncccflity  of  taking  triumphing  over 
tlfrtr7  to  figivfy  (as  he  renders  if)  tartfing 
ihtm  fc  triumph',  for  dta  it  be  >>  traniiated  in 
%  Cor,  ih  14*  yet  the  ^ot<\  iticif x  which  is 
ufr-t  **Jy  in  thefe  two  of  the  New 

Tegument,  mofl  proj>rv[y  fvt\picuily 

fignilies  to  ttfanpix  and  !b  is  10  be  jc:n  ft  ru¬ 
ed  one  v, ay,  or  the  Other,  3c:oi;iii;£  rA%  th** 
fnbjeA  matter  leads  to  it,  and  rrot,  w:ri;->vt 
neociThy,  in  the  lef*  uTkd  letiie.  And  at 
tbit  iraiUl  tc*:,  Ilpiicj,  :v.  Is, 


E  $,  . 

apoftle  ipcflkf  Off  Chrift  >  ka&ng  captivity  cap* 
five,  the  alltriion  is  to  the  triumph  of  con- 
terror*  oyer  their  enemies;  ar,d  io  PfaL 
Jstviii,  ij,  >®»  the  place  there  referred  to, 
the  holy  aitgds  are  repreieutcil  as  his  atten¬ 
dants  7  and  ooL  as  the  vau^Htf?ed  captives  t  hi 
his  triumphtin  *  uiceaiton,  (Sec  irifothe  botes 
00  fiphd.  iv-  B.) 

*  S-tHtth  feem  to  be  here  me*nt  nf  the 
thty  falhtci*  t  b*  eaiifc  diflingnifheil 
ftorr,  ihe  anniversary  juJ  t^<'Uthly  feftivak 
of  the  jy^atrf  ;  tmd  fcs-auJe  this  it  the  com¬ 
mon  import  of  the  w  ord  fibbetb  in  the  Neitf 
hi  udnment,  en  l  j?  always  f>  in  the  Old, 
when  mentioned  in  cpnjunft’nn  with,  or  in 
contradiction  to  aji;l  fctijls-  {^ec 

'  Or  Wfuib/t  note  on  the  place,)  But  then 
.the  c?.ut:un  agshul  z  rdijj*ous  regard  to  it  ^ 
to  he  coniidrrrtl  on;!/  with  reference  M  the 
oti licat ion?  that  lay  on  the  yen's  to  oh&rrc 
jhat'iunk'Lfhr  djty(  during  the  MoftU  dif- 
pcnikion,  a  tid  iti  at^eiuUog  rit^l  obt/- 
vjiKCi,  whir1:  iiut  uot  heW^ro  the  moraivy 
of  ;h^  tViiiaih,  nor  v*v*  onllga'ory 


a.  u. 


■  ■ 

The  Bpijilt  to  the. Colosbianj  paraphra/ea ,  Oj 


iT  \Vl»fh  lit 
i  (hadow  of 
tiling  to  come ; 
but  the  body  is  of 
CluilL 


in  Let  no  mao 
be  guileyouof  your 

roi'ard,  in  a  vo¬ 
luntary  humility, 

and 


!y  fabbaths*  which  God  inftituted  to  be  peculiarly  ob* 
(ervedjby  them  under  the  Mofatc  difperifatioiu 

17  Which  fort  of  ordinances*  fo  far  forth  as  they 
were  merely  ceremonial  and  Jr&fijh%  were  only  types* 
figures,  or  Adumbrations  of  the  good  things  of  the  goi- 
pel*  (//>£•  it*  1*}  ;  but*  in  oppofition  to  thefe  (hadows* 
the  reality*  truth,  Or  fubftance  of  the  things  themfelves* 
are  broiigbt  in  by  Chrilf,  and  to  be  fought  and  found 
only  in  him*  The  iavj9  came  by  Mo/est  but  grace  and 
truth  came  by  Jefus  Chriftt  (John  i.  17.) 

18  And  fince  he*  in  whom  ye  are  complete*  is  the 
head  of  all  principality  and  power*  {ver.  10*  and  fee 
the  note  on  vtr*  15*)  Let  no  one 

whether 
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filf,  under  the  poftcHUte  t  But  the  devo¬ 
ting  of  a  fetcntli  pjrt  of  lime  in  a  holy  man- 
her  to  the  Lord,  Mongs  unchangeably  to 
\Uc  moral  nature  and  obligation  of  the  fourth 
commandment,  which  is  transferred  in  the 
New  Teftarocnt,  from  the  fevcnih  to  the 
hrfl  day  of  the  week*  (See  the  notes  on 
John  %x*  ad,  and  Aft?  xx.  tO  .To  ihii  it 
may  not  he  amif$  to  add  the  judicious  iKJ;e  of 
Mr  Ktnmtvtt  in  his  diflcriation  on  the  obla- 
t ton 5  of  Corn  and  sibcl*  p*  164,  iHj.  where 
he  fays,  “  The  fabbath,  or  uteklj'  day  of 
<K  holinefs,  might  well  be  called  a  fi%$  to  the 
**  Jews;’*  for  the  Jevtifit  Jabb'Uh  vw  a  fit** 
as  be'iA£  founded  oo  a  double  rcafrn,  the  te- 
cond  of  which  (the  Jftryjtffjjf  deliverance) 
evidently  dUtmguilhed  that  people  from  all 
others,  tad  was  therefore  as  a  fign  eonfhru- 
ly  to  ft  mind  them  of  the  particular  care  of 
heaven,  and  what  uncommon  returns  of 
goorineft  they  were  to  make  for  (6  Ggrtal  a 
deliverance*  But  there  is  great  region  to 
believe,  that  the  fabbath  of  the  ifratliitt 
was  altered  with  their  year,  at  ibtir  coming 
forth  from  tCyypt ;  and  a  Ihort  intention  to 
thir  point  may  sot  he  here  improper ;  The 
cate  then  faems  to  be  thii?  At  the  fiuifhing 
of  the  creation  Owl  funftlfiod  the  fevsuth 
day  i  this  ft  vent  h  day,  bring  the  fir  ft  day  of 
Ad-mt s  lire,  was  cootccrated  by  way  of  fir  ftp 
fruits  to  God ;  and  therefor*  AJ*m  may  rea 
Ion  ably  be  fuppofed  to  have  began  hit  com- 
puuron  of  the  days  of  the  week  with  the 
wbaU  day  of  his  own  -exigence  ;  ihrs 
die  fab  bath  became  the  firft  day  of  the 
4  eefc :  But  when  mankind  fdl  from  the  wor¬ 
ship  of  the  true  God,  they  rirft  fubftltuted 
the  worfhtp  of  the  Sim  in  his  place,  and  pre* 
«<^-vipg  the  fame  weekly  day  ©F  war/hip,  but 
cr voting  it  to  the  Sun,  the  fobbaih  wu  cal¬ 
led  Sunday  ;  for  that  Sunday  was  the  Gift 
liiy  of  the  week,  and  is  fa  AH1  in  the  call,  is 
,.rutcd  by  Mi-  (JuL  Nat*  ami  Gent* 

iW  j*  <v  aa*  Tima  die  fitbbsi'h  of  the  p^* 
Mur^hs  continued  to  bctlic  ^ifnday  of  the 

f  ul  V-  t 
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idohtoTN  till  the  coming  up  of  the  Tfr+tiiUr 
out  of  Kgyjrt;  and  then,  as  God  altered  the 
beginning  ot+  their  year#  fa  he  a  Lb  changed 
the  day  of  their  worship  from  .fauiJ'fif  to  £0* 
turdaj  j  the  firll  reafon  of  whieh  be* 

(fiat  at  Sunday' was  the  day  of  worth  ip  a- 
mciig  the  idolacots,  ilm  IfraeUtt s  would  be 
more  likely  to  join  with  them  if  rhey  refteit 
on  the  Gmre  day,  than  if  they  were  to  work 
on  that  day,  and  Serve  their  God  upon  a  no-* 
Cher*  But  a  facoud  reafoo  certainly  w,  in 
order  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  4i  i]tetr 
“  deliverance  on  that  d^y  rn«n  Egyptian 
w  ftawy;11  for  M<rfet>  when  he  applies  rht 
fourth  commandment  to  the  p?4ncuhr  cafu 
of  hfs  own  people*  Gen;*  v.  ip,  does  not 
enforce  it,  us  in  ExoiL  xx*  n*  by  the  con- 
ndentioi)  of  GttiTi  refit va  that 
which  was  cite  iabbath  01  the  patrarehs; 
hue  hinds  it  upon  them  by  faying  tf  Re^ 
(<  member  that  thou  waft  atervsmin  R^ypt* 
“  and  th  it  the  Lord  thy  God  brought  ih;c 
Out  thence  through  *  mighty  hand,  aud 
M  by  a  ftretdied-oui  am;  therefore  tlie 
“  Lord  tisy  God  hstth  c«rnf»arr(bd  thee  tv 
*4  keep  ibis  fitl&qfh-dap**  A’^-vui^  'hen 

1  he  preceding  obfervatioju,  .we  immediately 
fee  how  the  ftbbaih  *  u.u rally  vjVv-'*-  it* 
Sifw^aj,  after  thcaboliiidn  of  with- 

ouiany  ex  |ircfs  command  fori  he  Ateration*” 
To  which  he  addr  a  ^'lotation  from  Bp. 

(G:i^  Gen’*  Aniio.  *■-* 
which  f  leaks  of  the  GintiUs^  as  called,  after 
Chrift*s  time,  tnio  iiie  ,'amc  univerki  church 

witil  ciie  patriarchs  ;  and  another  from  J af* 
tix  -  Apoh>g,  prim*  Edit*  Thitlby* 

p*  pB*)  which  I  find  in  ?he  Pa*ti  f  »:* 
Martyr**  id  apology,  p*  pp.  The 
purport  of  which  is,  that  aTlChrffKaut  gene* 
ralW  a fftm b Jed' f«rL  religious  n^  rfhip  rnjth^ 
3it?;d^y,  neciufe  it  is  the  firft  day  af grr  thxr,  m 
which  God  hid  finked  the  creacoa  o;  vr.c 
world ;  snd  oa  the  fame  day  of  the  wedt, 
/efu->  Chrift*  tnir  Savour,  ro:c  from  the 


'  U 
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aud  ivo*'fl:ir>p:n£ 
o*  im  ra¬ 

ti";!^  iiKo  ‘.hole 
itunj-  -xhlch  he 
J»;itt>  n::t  f;cnt 
vainly  p$U  up 
by  1m  fkibly 

nuodj 


whether  fovsijb  zealot  or  Gentik  philofopher*  take 
upon  him  f  unjuflly  to  deprive  ywvof  that  glorious  prize 
of  the  eternal  inheritance  which  is  adjudged  iu  the 
gofpel  to  every  mfe  believer;  or  lead  you  out  of  the 
way  to  it*  by  drawing  yoia  into  a  willing  compliance 
with  tlrc  falfe  and  *RV£led  humiKty  of  men1*  owit  it- 
viling,  and  not  of  God's  commanding ;  and,  under  that 


difguHe*  into  paying  religions  worfbip  to  angels,  or  in¬ 
ferior  d^morw*  as  mediators  and  intcrctflors,  on  prt- 


7^  AtirJ'  not 
folding  the  bend* 
from  which  ilL 

the  body  UyjatnlS 
and  builds  hav¬ 
ing  .  noufifhfpetit 
min  HI  rod  ,  and 
knir  together*  in- 
tfttifed  wl;ii  the 
iiic<c4c  of  God* 


tence  of  its  being  too  bold  and  prefu-mptuous  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  Divine  Majefty*  without  their  intcrpoGtiort 
between  him  .and  you/  The  pretender  to  thefe  notions 
arrogantly  attempts  to  pry  into  fuch  things  as  God 
has  never  revealed*  and  as  are  quite  above  his  reach* 
and  he  has  no  knowledge  of;  and  would  determine  a* 
bout  them  under  the  power  of  his  own  vain  and  carnal 
mind*  that  is  blown  up  and  fweUed  with  felf-ccnccit) 
ami  the  pride  of  human  rcafoniogs  about  God  and  an* 
gels,  and  the  way  of  a  Goner's  accefs  to  him*  and  with 
a  fond  defitc  of  being  thought  wifer  than  other  men* 
19  And  fuch  an  one  runs  into  rhefe  cotrupt  notions 
to  the  high  diihonour  of  Jefue  Chrift,  rejecting*  in- 
ftead  of  hying  hold  by  faith  on  him,  or  adhering  to* 
and  truGing  alone  in  him*  as  the  only  and  all-fufficicnt 
Mediator  and  Advocate*  to  recommend  us  and  our  pray¬ 
ers  to  divine  acceptance;  and  joining  mere  creatures  in 
office  with  him*  who  is  the  uead  of  rule  and  dominion 
over  both  the  holy  and  the  fallen  angels*  (vtr*  10.)  as 
welt  as  over  all  the  other  works  of  his  hand;  and  is  the 


%q  W&ortforc 
jf  ye  be  dead  with 

Chiift  from  'he 
ttidlments  of  the 
■world*  why,  a$ 

though 


representative  and  vital,  as  welt  as- governing  head  of 
the  church  ;  from  whom  all  the  members  oft  his  myfti- 
cal  body,-  deriving  fpi  ritual  nouri  foment,  are  united  to 
him  and  to  one  another,  by  his  Spirit,  and  by  faitband 
love,  and  by  means  nf  religious  ordinances,  which  an* 
fwer  to  the  joints,  ligaments  and  nerves,  that  unite  the 
members  of  the  natural  body  one  to  another,,  and  to 
their  head  ;  and  fo  increafe  in  light  and  grace,  com¬ 
fort,  holinefs,  and  ftreng-th,  and  in  every  excellent  and 
abounding  improvement  of  a  fpiritual  nature,  which 
God  is  the  author  of,,  and  whieh  is  wel!*pleafing  in  hit 
fight,  through  Jefus  Chrirt,  and  to  his  praife  and  glory. 

ao  If  therefore,  according  to  the  meaning  and  en¬ 
gagement  of  your  baptifa),  (wr..  T2.)  ye  be  fpi ritually 
dead  with  Chrift  ;  and  if  by  virtue  of  his  death,  who 
nailed  the  hand-writing  of  ordinances  to  his  crofs,  (uer. 

1 4-) 

NOTE. 


f  Here  i<  a  plain  ^llolion  to  ttie  Jlra&£*fdt  judged  the  prize  to  wrtAkri*  itCCO*  tea  iflr 
«C  orficen,  that  judged,  and  fe»ctiaic$  fjjfdly  the  Gntciaw  gatncL, 


Cb.  a.  Tig  BpifiU  to  tie  CoLtmiiNs  panpbraftdi  4f 


though  Uriog  in 
the  world,  are  ye 
fobjeft ,  to 
oaaetr; 


«  (Touch  not, 
U\\c  not,  handle 
not ; 


11  Which  all 
are  to  perifh  with 
tbe  ufiog,)  after 
the  coniRi^ti 
menu  and  doc* 
tricKsof  men? 


a]  Which  thing* 
have  indeed  a 
(hew  of  wifdom 
in  will*  wt?  (hip 
and  humility,  and 
negiefting  nf  the 
body,  not  in  aay 
honour  to  the  fi* 
tfcfrirtf  of  the 
Hcik  * 


14*)  ytf  be  as  effectually  difebarged,  as  though  ye  were 
corporally  dead)  from  all  obligations  to  pay  any  regard 
to  Jruri/i  i  oft  tuitions,  which  may  be  called  the  rudi¬ 
ments,  or  elements  of  the  world,  (GaL  iv*  3.  fee  the 
paraphrafe  there)}  Why  theb,  ss  though  ye  were  per* 
tons  of  a  worldly  temper,  and  living  under  fucb  a  car* 
nal  difpenfarion,  are  ye  dill  burdened  with  legal  ordi¬ 
nances)  by  tbofe  that  would  dogmatically  impofe  them 
upon  you  ?  {Jer/wrijirf*} 

21  Such*  forinftance,  as  relate  to  the  difference  of 
meats,  and  con  fill  in  drift  prohibitions  to  this  effeft,  ^ 
viz *  Never  venture  to  eat  \  no,  nor  taftej  not  fo  much 
as  in  the  lead  touch  any  of  thofe  meats  that  are  cere¬ 
monially  unclean, 

22  All  which  meats  are  nevenhelefe  appointed  of 
God,  for  the  life  of  man  under  the  gof pel- (late  $  and) 
are  confumed  and  cad  into  the  draught)  in  ofing  them, 
and  fo  cannot  defile  the  foul,  (Mat*  xi,  15,  17,)  And 
if,  ye  being  now  dead  with  Chrid  to  the  formerly  di¬ 
vine  ordinances  about  thefe  things,  (ver*  20-)  they 
ought  not  to  be  enjoined,  or  obferved,  on  the  foot  of 
human  authority,  how  much  left  ought  your  confidences 
to  be  impofed  upon  in  things  that  neither  have,  nor 
ever  had  any  foundation  in  the  word  of  God  ;  hut,  like 
the  worth ipptng  of  angels,  ire*  (wr.  18.)  are  merely 
human  inventions  enforced  upon  you  by  the  arbitrary 
will  and  diftates  of  men  ? 

23  Thefe  their  commandments  and  doftrinesare  in* 
deed  added  to  thofe  of  the  aholilhed  Mofaic  law,  under 
the  fpetious  appearances  of  human  wifdom,  in  con¬ 
triving  means  of  paying  redundant  honour  to1  God,  by 
fuperuitious  worfhip  and  fervices,  as  free- will-offerings 
of  our  own,  beyond  all  that  he  had  preferibed  or  re¬ 
quired  i  and  in  expreflions  of  extraordinary  humility, 
(ver*  18,)  i  as  alfo  in  mortifications  of  the  body  by  nn- 
inflituted  afts  of  felf-dcnial,  and  not  {hewing  anye* 
fteem  of  thofe  things  that  might  gratify  and  refrrih 
animal  nature;  Whereas,  in  reality,  all  this  pretended 
{hew  of  wifdom*  humility  and  mortification,  has  no¬ 
thing  worthy  in  itftlf,  or  truly  honourable  to  God ;  but 
is  only  fuited  to  cultivate  and  pleafe  the  falfe  taf te  of 
men  of  corrupt  minds. 

RECOL. 


NOTE. 

*  8evw at  critics  have  bb&rvtrf,  thattowri  and  tbe  reset  veric  fticvj  that  they  entirrJr 
ttrt  (4*  s£«)  ftnnetunfo  fignifiei  eat  pot;  and  relate  “  to  meats  that  p?rtfh  with  the  iifing/* 
fo  the  gndaiion  of  thefe  Jtwifi  prohibition*  (See  B:flv;p  Dave&xnt  and  Mr  JVirife  on  ihc 
is  very  clear  -and  Arong,  as  tiftitrf  is  kfs  place.) 
tbjn  catr&£,  and  handling  i;  left  than  tatting* 

£  a 
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RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  nftftionate  are  Ch  rift's  Tenants  to  his  people,  whether  they  be  perfonally 
acquainted  with  them  or  not  i  And  how  felicitous  tor  their  union*  comfort,  anil 
increafc  tn  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  his  Sot*  Jefus  Ghrift  J  How  delighted 
hi  rrHc&ioiu  on  their  faith  and  order!  And  how  concerned  that,  as  they  have 
received  Chrift  iii  all  his  oflkts,  they  may  walk  tn  him,  with  ftedfaftneft  of  faith* 
love*  and  obedience*  and  with  gratitude  ami  praife  acccpding  (u  what  they  have 
'Iearnedf  and  received  from  him  !■  And  O  how  glorious  is  our  Lord  in  his  divine 
nature*,  as  pofleded  of  ail  thcfulneft  of  the  Godhead  raud  in  his  human  nature  and 
office- capacity*  as  enriched  with  att  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge,  far 
executing  the  high  and  important  truft  committed  to  him  !.  Believers  cannot  but 
be  complete  in  him*  whofc  divine  and  mediatorial  chfl  rafters  are  fo  great  and  ex¬ 
cellent,  who  is  the  Head  of  dominion  overall  the  holy  and  fallen  angels,  and  the 
head  of  rcprcfentatioir,  government*  and- influence  to  the  church;  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  which  arc  ctofely  united  to  him  and  one  another,  and  derive  all  fvipphes 
of  grace  and  fpl  ritual  nourifhmcnt  from  him*  in  fuch  waya-of  union  and  commu¬ 
nication- as  are  anfwerabie  to  thofe  of  the  natural  body.  They  are  quickened  by 
his  Spirit  from  their  fanner  death  in  fin;  arc  forgiven  all  trefpaifrs,  and  made 
conformable  to  his  death  »nd  refurreftion*  accoriliftg  to  the  meaning  and  obliga¬ 
tion  of  their  baptifm*  which  comes  in  the  room  of  circmncifion,  and  is  tn  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  fame  fort  of  fubjefts ;  and.  tlwy.  are  delivered  from  all  obligations  of 
the  ceremonial  and  moral'  law  too*  as  a  covenant  of  works,  and  from  its  curft, 
which*  for  failure  of  obedience  to  its  precepts,  llood  againft  them*  But,  blctlcd 
be  God,  the  whole  frame  of  legal  ordinances,  that  one  way  or  other  testified 
agrinft  them*  is  now  dcmoStfhed  by  the  croft  of  Cbrift*  who  U  the  fubftance  of 
its  fhadows,  as  they  arc  fulfilled  in  him  and.  has  taken  away  its  curfe*  as  bore 
by  him ;  and  who*  by  means  of  his  own  death*  has  entirely  fabdued,  difarmed, 
and  publicly  triumphed  over  all  the  devils  in  hell,  as  his  captives- in  chains*  What 
therefore  have  believers  to  do  any  more  with  Jewilh  abolifncd'  meats  and  drinks, 
or  their  folcmn  firafts  and  ftventh-day  fabbatb,  or  their  ceremonial  rights  of  air/ 
kind  i  How  much  Ids  ought  they  to  fait  in  with  human  inventions  and  injunc¬ 
tions,  relating  to  the  w<jrflm>of  God  l  How  careful  fhould  they  be*  never  to 
pay  religious  homage  to  him  by  the  mediation  of  faints  or  angcU/to  the  difpa- 
ragement  and  rejection  of  Chrift*  as  their  only  Head’  and  Advocate*  or  in  any 
way  that  he  lias  not  jireferibcd  in  his  word  l  They- are  dead  with  him  to  all 
thefe  things;  and  whatever  pretence*  there  may  Be  of  wifdom*  humility,  anil 
mortification  of  the  body  in  them*  Let  none" deceive  us  by  enticing  words, 
nor  condemn  us  for  ncglcfthig  them;  nor  lead  us  out  of  the  way  to  eternal 
Hfc*  by  drawing  m  into  an  obfervation  of  them.  They  are  all  wiH-worftdp, 
id'  mci^a  own  deviling*  to  loot  he  the  pride  and'  carnal  temper  of  thofe  that 
would  be  wife  above  wh*at  is  written,  and  pry  into  things  that  they  know 
nothing  of*  They  are  works  of  fapererogatiwi  and  fu  per  flit  Ion,  tbat  bring  jio 
honour  to  God,  whatfoover  is  pretended  by  men.  May  wc  therefore  keep 
fart  hold  by  faith  on'  (Thrift*  ant)  Redfaflly  adhere  to  him,  as  our  Head*  and 
abide  by  his  inftUurions,  and  never  fu bruit  our  conlcicftce?  to  the  ordinance^ 
doctrines*  and  command mcm*  of  men  1 
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* 


l 


CHAP,  11L 

T%e  apojlk  exhorts  the  Coloflians -to  he  heavtnfy~mindedt  as  theft  that 
are  rifen  with  Chriflt  i? — -4.  *  to  mortify.  aU  .corrupt  ajfe£honsy  as 
thofe  that  are  renewed  after  the  image  of  Gady  5,— 1 1* to  cultivate 
mutual  lovCf  forbearance^  and  forgivennefsf  with  other  evangelic  d 
graces ,  12,-17*  S  aru ^  ^  praffife  the  relative  duties  of  wives  auz 
kujlcndt)  children 9  pzrcrtS)  ej\J  fervanis^  18^—25* 


Cn.  in. 


Tex** 

I F  yc  thco  be  f  j- 
^  f:n  withCKHft, 
iirck  the  ft  thinp 
which  are  above, 
whore  Chrift  fit- 
wh  on  the  right 
Lmd  *>f  Qod, 


t  Set  your  af* 
rc(flioJi5  tmihings 

aV^fC,  net  on 
thirties  oc  Die 
earth. 


3  For  ye  arc 
and  your 
Kfc  ii  hid  inch 
^CbritVia  God. 


Sic  EpifiU  ia  the  Cx>  l  oszi&m  fot&phraf eiL  ^ 

Paraphrase,  .. 

TF,  aa  I  truft*  according  to  your  profeffion,  ye  be  in- 
^  dcedxifen  from  tiie  death  of  fin, to  the  Jifc  of  righte* 
oufhefs,  through  the  faith  of  the  operation  of  God,  {chap* 
ii.  12.)  together  with,  in  conformity  to*  and  by  the 
quickening  virtue  of  a  pi  fen  Saviour,  fliew  that  ye  arc 

fo,  by  the  elevated  temper,  and -outgoings  of  your 
hearts,  ae  afpirtng  upwards  in  your  meditations  and 
views,  inquiries  and  earn c ft  .purfim*,  by  prayer,  and 
.all  other  ordinances  of  divine  appointment,  alter  rea¬ 
lizing,  clear  -and  enlarged  experiences  and  aflurruiees 
of  the  durable,  fubftantial,  and Taiufying  things,  that 
relate  toa  future  world  of  all  delights,  that  lycsfera- 
.bove  all  vifible  heavens,  {Epic/,  iv.  .10*)  where  Jefys, 
your  afcended.Head  in  human  nature  1$  *t  and  Wcaufe 
hp  is  there  exalted  in  all -his  ra;tjtfly  and  authority^  dig¬ 
nity  and  glory*  bleffednefs,  rett  and  fafety,  as  thefe  arii 
metaphorically  fignified  by  hie  fitting  at  the  right  hnmi 

'Of  God  the  Father,  (fee  the  note  on  ARs  vii.  55.)  to 
decure  your  heft  and  eternal  interefls,  by  making  con¬ 
tinual  ipterceflion,  and  preparing  a  place  for  you,  that 
t vherc  hfix  there  ye  may  be  atjb>  tc  behold  his  glory,  (John 
xiv.  3*  and  xvii*  24*) 

2  Let  all  your  affe£tioivs  of  defire  and  hope,  love 
and  delight,  be  fupremely  fixed,  like  fpi ritually  numb¬ 
ed  men,  {Aw»*  viii*  5*)  with  relifh  and  favour* 

upon  thofe  excellent  things,  that  belong  .to,  and  are 
.tranfa&ed  in  that  upper  (late,  which  far  furpafc  all  our 
thoughts  %  and  not  upon  the  empty,  uncertain*  periflj* 
dng  and  defiling  plcafures  and  enjoyments  of  this  world  ; 
nor  upon  the  ceremonial  rudiments  of  it,  which  are  as 
.much  below  the  worth  and  dignity  of  the(c  fublime  fe¬ 
licities,  33  the  earth  is  inferior  to  heaven:  And  ’us 
.highly  fit  that  ye,  as  Chriflians,  (hould  feck  after*  and 
fet  your  affcr&ions  on  heavenly  things. 

3  For  yc  are,  by.  pro  fed]  on  and  obligation,  and  all 
true  believers  among  you  are,  hy  communion  with 
Chrift  is  'his  death,  really  dead  in  your  hearts  and  af¬ 
fections,  as  to  the  Majaie  Ijw,  and  crucified,  with 
him,  to  fin  and  the  world,  {Rom*  vi,  2,  6.  and  Oaf,  vi, 
I^bfoaa  not  to  feek  your  portion,  and  place  your  hap- 
pinefs  in  earthly  things:  And  all  the  entertainments 
.and  enjoyments  of  your  fpiritualiife  are  maintained, 
and  carried  on*  in  Ucret  trnnfo£liort$  between  Gotland 
your  own  fouls  here,  till  they  fin II  be  perftfted  in  ait 
eternal  life  of  all  hlcffcdnefs  and  glory  hereafter,  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  ycur  myflical  union  with  Chrift  vour  heal,  who 
Jiimfclt  is  eflenrially  united  with  God  the  Father,  as  he 
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Cb.tti. 


4  When  Chrift 

Viba  ij  aur  life 
fh*13  appear,  then 
Ouil  yp  alfo  ap- 
pur  wijJi  him  in 

story- 


5  Mortify  tltere* 

frrfc  yonr  iaem* 
bers  which  are 

ppoo  the  earth; 

ipfiiiMimn,  un* 
eteioneVii,  inordi¬ 
nate  atftftinn,  e- 
yjl  conf  trpjfccnce, 
*uil  tfovetonfncfjs, 
which  Is  idolatry: 


is  in  the  Son,  and  rbe  Son  in  the  Father,  (John  xiv. 
ii*  and  xvii,  ax,;  fee  the  notes  there-)  The  things  of 
this  heavenly  life  are  out  of  fight*  they  being  bid,  as 
much  as  Chrift  himfelf  now  is,  from  an  eye  of  fenCe, 
and  from  the  conceptions  of  a  carnal  mind  ;  and  after 
all  that  believers  themfelves  experience  of  them,  they 
know  not  what  they  Jbalt  Ae,  (l  John  ui*  a*)  ;  and  they 
are  the  molt  excellent  things,  that  are  fecuieiy  treafurtd 
up  with  Chrift,  in  the  fecret  purpofes,  and  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  p  re  fence  of  God  the  Father,  as  a  fafe  and  pre¬ 
cious  refer vc  for  you*  teady  to  be  revealed  in  the  loft 
times*  (x  Pet.  i,  4,  5,) 

4  When  Chrift*  who  lives  in  us*  (Gal.  ii*  20*}  and 
is  the  purchaler,  author*  fuftaincr  and  fi niftier,  and 
the  fcope  and  end  of  our  fpiritual  life*  fhall  appear*  as 
the  judge  of  the  whole  world,  in  his  own  glory,  and  in 
the  glory  of  his  Father,  and  of  all  the  holy  angels, 
(Luke  is,  26.};  then  ye  alfo,  who  arc  quietened  by  his 
Spirit,  (hall  be  glorified  with  him,  and  fliine  forth,  in 
foul  and  body,  with  a  glory  rcfembling  that  in  which 
he  himfelf  will  be  m  anile  fled  33  your  Head  and  Saviour* 
(PArA  iii.  «.) 

5  In  piofped  therefore  of  this  blefTed  day,  and  in  re¬ 

flection  on  the  fpirituaHty*  purity  and  fublime  h ap pi¬ 
ne  fs  ye  fhall  then  enjoy,  as  thofe  that  are  rifen  with 
Chrift,  and  dead  to  fm  and  the  pleafores  of  this  world, 
labour,  through  tie  Spirit,  to  mortify  the  deeds  of  the 
iodyt  (Rom*  viii*  ij*}  that  ye  may  daily  fubdue  them 
more  and  more,  till  ye  have  entirely  (lain  all 

the  remainders  of  your  carnal  inclinations  to  iniquitous 
and  earthly  things ;  which,  may  be  penlidered  as  fo 
many  members  of  the  old  man,  the  body  of  fin,  that  exe¬ 
cute  its  defigns  about  earthly  things,  and  are  influen¬ 
ced,  and  exert  the  rafe  Ives,  by  the  members  of  the  na- 
tural  body,  {fee  the  note  on  Rem.  vi.  13.}  wbjle  ye 
continue  in  this  imperfect  ftace  apen  earth*  To  in-* 
fiance  in  fome  particulars,  that  are  a  (ha me  to  the  Chri- 
ftiau  ctura&er,  exert  your  holy  principles,  under  di¬ 
vine  influence,  to  gain  an  ablolute  con  qu  eft  over  all 
forts  of  unlawful  embraces,  w4iether  in  the  (ingle  or 
married  life,  (fee  the  note  on  1  Cor.  v*  I*)  all  impurity 
in.  thought.  Word*  or  deed;  all  propenftons  to  anyCfij 
and  particularly  that  of  unchaftity ;  all  the  firft  motions 
to  it  in  heart  \  and  all  cxcdEvt  defire  after  the  enjoy¬ 
ments  of  rhis  world,  which  is  fpiritual  idolatry,  as  it 
feta  the  creature  in  the  place  of,  or  at  lead  in  a  compe¬ 
tition  with  God  htmfelf,  and  draws  the  heart,  and  its 
tin  ft  and  confidence,  off  from  him  to  tb^q. 

6  AM 
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6  For  wfrieh 
thin«  lake  {he 
■JiTattl  of  God 
cometh  on  the 
rhildita  of  difc^ 
kulicaec* 


7  In  the  which 
vt  *Jjb  walked 

m 

fume  time,  when 
ye  lived  in  them. 


8  But  now  ye 
dfn  put  off  all 

thefe  ;  an$*r  , 
wrath  ,  rrnJicc , 
Maiphnvty,  filthy 

./jmmuoicatbtt  , 


tiirt  of 


p  Lie  not  one 
to  another*  £ct~ 
that  ye  have 
r>ilt  dif  the  tfld 
man  vkh  Ua 
-iceebj 


6  Ail  tbefej  And  every  tiling  of  a  likt  Jinful  nature, 
are  to  be  abandoned  and  abhorred,  a?  defiling  and  pro¬ 
voking  evils,  On  account  of,  at id  for  the  puniftimcnt 
of  which,  the  juftice  of  God  breaks  forth  in  executions 
of  his  terrible  indignation,  forii crimes  in  this  worlds 
and  certainly  iii  the  next,  on  the  refraftory  fons  (2*!l94,a*) 
of  mfiddity,  and  difobedience  to  his  cofnmMuta- 

7  in  which  frnful  courfes  ye  you rTc Ives  formerly 
went  on,  with  indulgence  and  choice,  in  the  days  of 
your  unbelief  and  nnregeneraey  j  when,  while  dead 

toward  God,  ye  lived  in  the  love  and  practice  of  them, 
committing  all  iniquity  with  greedineta 

8  But  Dow  ye,  as  Chfiftians -renewed  by  grace,  nught 
to  have  no  further  feiiowthip  with  thefe  deeds  of  dark* 
rcefs ;  the  timepqQ  of  jour  lift  JhoaMfitjfisc  to  have  wrought 
the  wilt  <tf  the  Gentiles*  (i  Pet*  iv*  j,)  and  together 
with  thefe  flefhly  corruptions,  ye  ought  to  difeard  and 
utterly  renounce  a'U  the  following  fmsT  that  molt  im¬ 
mediately  deprave  the  foul ;  fuch  as  caufelefs  -and  in* 
temperate  anger  ;  and  furious  paRlou,  which  is  the 
height  ganger ;  and  a  malicious  revengeful  fpiric* 
which  i^wortt  of  till  :  ye  ought  alfo  to  avoid  all  man¬ 
ner  -of  language  that  difeovers  a  bad  diipofinon  of 
heart;  fuch  as  fpeaking  reproachfully  of  God  and  fa* 
■cred  things,  and  [peaking  evil  of  othcis,  [Eph*  iv-  31 .) 
to  blaft  their  name,  reputation,  and  ufefuhids,  or  to  be 
.any  way  injurious  to  them  ;  and  ye  fhould  abftain  from 
fill  im  mode  ft  expreflions,  which  tend  to  defile  your  own, 
or  others  minds,  that  nothing  of  this  kind  may  ever 
proceed  out  of  your  Ups. 

9  Take  heed  alfo  cif  ever  fpealttng  any  thing  contra- 
ry  td  tr-tith,  with  a  defign  of  deceiving  one  another, 
which  would  be  to  tm irate  and  ail-  under  the  influence 
of  the  father  of  lies,  [John  viii*  44,)  an  d  is  inconiUtent 
with  your  holy  charafter,-  privileges  and  obligations ; 
fince,  according  to  your  profeflion,  ye,  as  1  truft,  have 
fincerely  and  abfolutdy  cift  off,  and  renounced  rhe  bo¬ 
dy  of  fin,  with  all  its  pernicious  and  defiling  practices, 
which  may  be  conlidered  as  the  old  man*  that  is  asan- 
Tiem  as  your  beings,  and  works  with  fubtiky  in  fou ; 
but  which  ifr  now  in  a  decaying  ftate,  and  will  foon 
expire,  like  a  mao  of  decrepit!  old  age,  that  is  daily 
declining  in  his  ftrength,  and  haftenhig  to  the  grave: 
.(fee  the  paraphrafe  on  Rom .  vj,  6*  and  Eph.  iv*  22*)  It 
is  a  ihameful,  fdf-comradiftious  thing  for  you,  who, 
.as  members  of  Chrift,  have  crucified  the  fiejb  with  its 
tfffeEHons  and  lvjls%  (Gal,  y,  24.)  to  give  way  to  any 
of  thefe  abombiatUms* 


10  And 
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ie  And  have 
put  on  the  new 
wat i*  which  istt- 
newed  in  know¬ 
ledge,  after  the 
image  of  him  that 
created  him. 


v  i  Where  there 
h  neither  Grrrk 
Tiotjew,  qccum? 
riJion  nor  unelr* 
nimciiimt,  harha- 
rjan  ,  Scythian  T 
hpnd  nor  free  : 

MirChriit  ii  ull, 
and  in  ail* 


16  And  *ti s  much  more  fo*  as  by  a  work  of  heart- 
changing  grace  ye  have  aflumed,  and  as  it  were  clo¬ 
thed  yourfelvcs  with,  the  holy  qualities*  and  beautiful 
ornaments  of  the  new  creature  ;  which  is  a  re  ft  oration 
to  the  divine  liken  els*  and  con  fills  of  fpiritual  light 
and  knowledge*  in  the  renewing  of  your  minds*  as 
well  as  of  righteoufiiefs  and  true  holinefs,  in  the  re¬ 
newing  of  your  hearts  and  lives,  (Epb,  iv.  23*  24,)  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  pure  and  fpotlefs  image  of  God,  or  of 
Chrift,  who  at  fir  ft  created  man  after  his  own  Itkenefs* 
which  was  defaced  by  the  fall  ;  but  in  which  he  anew 
creates  him,  by  fuperoarural  grace,  as  God's  workman* 
Jbip  in  Chrift  Jsfus ,  (Epb,  ii,  to*)  and  in  conformity 
to  him,  [Rom*  viii,  29-) 

11  In  which  new  creation*  and  the  benefits  of  it* 
there  is  no  partial  refpeft  to  perfons,  on  account  of 
any  external  privileges*  or  the  want  of  them*,  not  to 
the  Gentiles^  the  molt  polite  of  which  are  the  Greeks  * 
nor  to  the  Jcws\  no,  nor  to  the  mol)  learned  among 
them  ;  not  to  them  that  have  been  circnmcifed  in  the 
flefh,  and  glory  in  it;  nor  to  them,  whom  they  dlf- 
dain  fpr  their  being  uncircumcffed ;  nor  to  the  more 
rude  and  barbarous  nations  among  the  Gentiles »  no* 
not  to  the  mod  fav&ge  of  them  all,  like  rhofe  that  dwell 
in  the  uncultivated  region  of  Scythia  f ;  nor  to  mailers 
or  fervams,  frec-nitn  or  flaves  :  but  as  to  perfons  of  all 
thefe  external  characters,  without  regarding  or  difre- 
garding  them,  for  the  fake  of  any  fuch  dritinftions, 
Chrift  is  their  all  who  believe  in-him  ;  he  is  all  in  the 
whole  of  their  falvation  ;  and  they  are  complete  in  Aim, 
(chap,  Yu  to*)  he  is  all  in  all  their  hopes  and  confiden¬ 
ces,  efteem  and  comforts;  in  all  their  privileges  and 
enjoyments;  and  in  dl  their  acceptance  with  God* 
pre fermion  and  fecurity  for  eternal  life;  and  he  is  all 
in  the  effectual  workings  of  bis  Spirit  in  them  all :  to 
that  nothing  is  to  be  regarded  by  any  of  them,  in  point 
of  faving  advantage,. btu  Chrift;  and  nothing  will  itand 
them  in  dead*  but  an  intereft  in  Him,  who  of  God  it 

pi  ode  unto  them  wifdom^  rightemfnefsy fanFHfication  and 

redemption^  that  no  fejb  might  glory  in  his  prefevee ,  but 

he  that  glarietby  might  glory  in  the  Lord}  (i  Cor*  i<  39, 

30,  31*)  T2  In 

NOTE, 

vaft  country*  that  lay  the  Guths  wene  thr  mod  learned  and  polity 

and  the  Seythans  the  mod  barbarous  of  the 
GniHtcSr  the  paraphra/c  ha*  taken  i0  a  to** 
of  the  different  r^nks  of  all  nations  among 
iht  GcniikSi  wJla*  of  the  general  dillinc- 
tion  of  them  Fr^m  tb t  7^®/,  and  the  difTiSv 
tut  ranks  of  people  among  both. 


,  f  Scythia  vaa  a 
with  great  extent' bo'h  in  Afta  and  Eanpc, 
aud  was  divided  into  fevera!  parts  in  (he  A- 
jiatic  and  Etnepeea  diflri£b  ;  and  the  Scythi¬ 
ans  were  an  exceeding  hrimfr,  Juvagc  fort'of 

people,  a  large  account  nf  whom*  and  of 


may  he  fien  under  rhi*  word,  in 
CfiVWr's  bifturicaj  dictionary;  And  as 
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11  Put  on  there- 
we  (as  the  tltft 

■:  Hod  holy  an<l 
-tlofcJ)  b©»*l« 
‘i  mercies,  kind** 
■ciit  hnmhlencfc 

-f  mind,  nvock- 

uH's  lon^lufcr* 


t]  Forbearing 
cne  another*  and 
fi>rzivinp  one  a* 
nothcr,  if  any 
nmi  have  a  (^sar- 
jci  ag^irift  my  ; 
even  a*  Chnft 
forgave  you* 

3-Jio  ye* 


1 4  And  above 

all  thefe  things 
pa:  on  chanty^ 
which  is  the  bond 
of  perfcftnds* 


12  In  an  entire  dependence  therefore  on  Chrifl,  a 3 
thofe  whom  God  hath  chofen  in  him  krfore  thefounda* 
tion  of  the  world,  that  ye  Jhould  be  holy,  and  without 
blame  before  him  in  love,  (Eph*  i,  4*)  whom  he  hath  ao 
cordially  formed  umo  holinefs,  and  regards  as  the  ob- 
jefts  of  his  fpecial  love  ;  let  it  be  your  great  concern 
and  endeavour,  that*  inttead  of  the  works,  of  the  flelh* 
which  ye  are  to  pet  oil',  (1 ter,  8.)  ye  may  affume  the 
practice  of,  and  as  it  were  clothe  yoorfdves  with  the 
tendereft  companion  toward  the  mifvrabl*  and  diftreflid, 
in  imitation  of  ynj»;  heavenly  Father,  who  is  eminent¬ 
ly  merciful,  {Luke  vk  31,)  with  a  generous*  friendly 
and  benevolent  temper  and  behaviour  towards  one  ano¬ 
ther,  ami  towards  all  men,  {Gal  vi,  10*)  with  mod  eft 
thoughts  of  yourfelves,  and  condefcenfion  to  perfons.of 
low  degree  \  with  gentlniefs,  miMnefs*  and  candour* 
towards  all  ye  have  to  do  with*  as  learning  of  our  great 
Lord*  who  was  vieri  and  bwly  in  heart,  (Mat*  xi,  29*) 
and  with  persevering  patience  under  repeated  and  long- 
continued  provocations,  in  consideration  of  God’slong- 
fuffering  ^owajd  you* 

13  Lr.tf  all  this  be  attended  with  a  bearing  and  for* 
bearing  fpirit  one  towards  another,  (Eph*  iv.  a*)  under 
various  infirmities ;  and  with  a  mutually  forgiving  tem¬ 
per  in  cafe  of  offences  :  fo  that  if  there  be  any  one,  that 
thinks  himfelf  to  be  injured  by,  or  to  have  matter  of 
complaint  again  ft,  one  or  another  of  his  brethren  j  as 

Je  hope  and  profefs,  that  Chrift,  in  the  grearnefs  of 
is  love,  and  at  the  expence  of  his  own  blood*  hath 
freely  and  fully  pardoned  all  your  trefpafles,  which  are 
infinitely  greater  than  any  that  can  be  committed  again  ft 
you  :  even  fo*  in  imitation  of,  and  influenced  by  the 
riches  of  his  grace,  and  in  obedience  unto  his  awful 
injunctions,  (Mai.  vi,  12,  14,  15*)  be  ye  ready  to  fur- 
give  one  another  thole  comparatively  fmali  offences 
that  any  may  have  given  you, 

14  And  let  it  be  your  principal  care  to  put  on  bro* 
therly  Cbriftian  love,  like  an  upper-garment*,  to  fpread 
over,  and  add  a  beauteous  luftre  to  all  thefe  graces; 
even  that  love,  which,  in  its  principle,  tendency,  and 
delign,  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law,  (Rom*  xiih  10*)  and 
is  the  noble  ft  bond  of  union  and  peace,  (Eph.  iv*  3*)  to 
keep  every  other  grace  in  its  regular  exsrcife,  and  to 
knit  all  tbe  members  of  Cbrift  together  in  mod  perfeG 
harmony,  till  the  whole  myfticat  body  (hall  grow  up 

-h  ■ 

in 


NOTE# 

\  And  &b*v*  &U  (jrt  wxvt  J*  and  boi.?:  are  attcit&sl  tn  in  the  para- 

rwus  lie  rend crM,  rwrd//f/ir/3\  im-au- 
ivA  \nc  liriucs  or  gfr.w?  befoi't^aK-iitwn'd ; 
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If  And  let  the 

pew  of  God  role 
in  your  hearty  to 
the  which  aifo  ye 
art  called  in  one 
body  |  end  be  ye 
ttanfc  fttt 


if  Let  the  word 

cfChtifl  dwell  in 


yoo  richly  in  all 
oiiibin  i  teach* 
ing  and  whno- 
rw thing  oat  ano¬ 
ther  in  pfrlms, 
ia<1  byrnns*  and 
inrifual  foopi  ^ 
fencing  with  grace 


as  your  heart  to 

(he  LghL 


in  ali  things  to  its  perf cSt  ftaturc  in  him*  [Eph.  iv. 

u*— 15* 

15  And  for  the  better  cultivating  this  brotherly  Jove* 
fee  to  it*  that  a  fenfe  of  your  being  in  a  ftare  offriend- 
fbip  with  God*  through  Jefus  Chr i it ,  which  is  a  peat* 
that  pajfeth  ali  und*rflandingt  (Phil,  iv.  7.)  cnjg:*ge  you 
to  the  love  and  practice  of  that  circetkrit  peace  and 
concord  among  yourftlves*  which  God  h  thr*  author 
and  approver  of*  and  enjoins  Let  this  peace*  in 
both  thefe  views*  enthione  itfelf*  and  have  the  govern' 
ing  (way  in  your  hearts;  (“****)  into  which  happy  flare 
of  peace  with  God*  and  one  another*  yt  are  called  by 
the  grace  of  the  gofpel,  as  all  of  you  together*  whe¬ 
ther  Jews  or  Gentiles  *  are  one  body  Ghrifty  and 
members  tn  particular ,  (1  Cor.  xiL  27.)  and*  in  reflec¬ 
tion  on  this*  let  all  the  powers  of  your  fouls  unite  in 
gratitude  and  praife  to  the  God  of  fitch  a  wonderful 
mercy. 

16  In  order  to  your  being  e (tab lifted  in  an  abiding 
fenfe  of  this  peace  with  God*  and  m  this  harmony  with 
your  Chriftian  brethren*  and  indeed  in  every  grace  be¬ 
fore-mentioned  ;  let  the  whole  word  of  God,  which 
Chrift  is  the  author  of*  as  it  was  indited  by  his  Spirit* 
(1  Pet.  u  If.)  and  particularly  let  the  gofpel,  of  which 
he  is  not  only  the  author*  but  alfo  fte  main  fubjedt* 
{Rom.  i.  3,)  have  a  permanent  and  predominant  reli- 
dence,  not  in  your  heads  only,  but  in  your  hearts* 
with  alt  the  riches  of  fpintuai  knowledge  and  Under- 
Handing*  that  are  to  be  deriveffrom  it*  for  making  1 
wife  and  proper  life  of  its  various  parts  on  all  occa¬ 
sions*  to  the  glory  of  God*  your  direction  in  the  way 
of  duty*  and  edification  unto  complete  fiilvation  5  and 
for  living  abundantly  under  the  power  of  it:  and  be  ye 
mutually  helpful  m  intruding  and  exciting  one  ano¬ 
ther  to  blefs  and  praife  the  Lord*  as  by  alt  other  means 
in  public  or  private;  fo  particularly  in  the  ordinance 
of  finging  with  the  voice  together  y  (Ifa.  lit*  8.)  and 
thereby  celebrating  the  honours  of  bis  name  in  facred 
poefy  ;  fame  competitions  of  which  may  be  ityled  pfh/msi 
others  hymns  *  and  others  fpintuai  Jongs ;  which  God 
has  provided  for  ebe  ufe  of  bis  church  iu  his  word*  and 


note. 


m 


$  As  tbs  pence  0/  God  is  bid  to  p&fi  uil  h*- 
SirflaniitTg,  in  Fhib  ;y.  y.  which  was  wrote 
■about  the  fame  ime  withthrs  rpifttc,  and  i* 
iln  only  pLcc  befidei,  where  tlais  phrafe, 
she  peace  of  GqJ,  is  u^cd,  wc  nrc  Jed  to  an- 
^CriUnd  it  here,  as  veil  as  there*  of  the  peace 
that  believers  have  with  G&d'.  Bat  as  peace 
viif  dutthtr  is  moll  agreeable  to  the 


general  fcope  of  this  context*  1  tliinlL  it  ought 
not  to  be  excluded ;  and  as  a  ftnft  of 

with'Ood  is  the  heft  foundation  of,  and  has 

ihemoft  powerful  influences  promote,  pwer 
among  fcilow-Cbrifluias,  I  fee  uo  improprie¬ 
ty  in  luppofing,  that  the  apoflle  might  com- 
prebend  them  both. 


11 

X  HU 


%  7  And  whau 
«ver  vc  do  io 
*  -jrd  or  detd,  4& 
t!l  w  fbt  n*mc 
;f  the  lxffd  Je- 
~**£,  ^viag  i  hacks 

:=■  Cod  and  the 
fithu  hy  bb» 


it  Wiffs,  fuh~ 

irit  yottrtdvw 
tmto  four  onra 
hcfaadt,  4i  it  is 
£l  in  the  Lotd. 


HtuUndt, 

twe  jtJi-r  *riv«t 

jud  be  doc  bitrtr 
y inft  them* 


lit  Bpifth  ts  the  CotossiiNt  pafapbra/id.  75 

ia  oecalional  productions  of  infpired  prophets,  under 
an  immediate  afflatus  of  the  Spirit,  (ice  the  note  on  Epb, 
v.  19.)  and  -which  ever  of  chefs  ye  may  join  ia,  k  ought 
to  be,  not  only  wkh  a  graceful  harmonious  voice,  bat 
with  fpiritual  affe&ions,  and  an  eseroife  of  fuinbte 
graces  in  your  hearts  cowards  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  God  in  him,  which  is  the  belt  of  aU  melody  y  the 
fweeteft  to  your  own  fouls,  and  molt  acceptable  to  him. 

17  And  ia  ail:  cafes  as  well  as  thefe,  whatfoever  ye 
engage  ip,  whether  in  difeourfe  or  behaviour,  in  pub¬ 
lic  or  private,  relating  to  the  civil  or  religious  Itfc, 
let  it  be  with  a  conicientious  vegaod  to  the  authority 
and  command  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  with  an  hum¬ 
ble  dependence  on  him  for  all  dire£ti©»>  afliltanec  and 
acceptance,  and  with  an  eye  to  hra,  together  with  bio 
Father's  gkpyj  and  let  it  be  attended  with  thankfgi- 
vings  always  for  aU  things  t  (£ph.  v.  20.)  to  God,  even 
his  Father  and  your  Father  in  him,  as  the  great, Medi¬ 
ator,  on  whole  account  all  bl  tilings,  come  to  you  ;  and 
therefore  through  whom  all  thank-offerings  for  what  ye 
have  received,  as  well  as  ail  prayers  for  what  ye  need, 
are  to  be  predated  to  God,  tbat  they  may  be  well  plea- 
ling  in  his  fight,  (Heb.  xiii.  15,  16.  and  1  Pet.  ii.  c.) 
Thtfe  are  duties  that  belong  to  yon  all  in  common 
but  there  are  others,  that  are  peculiar  to  your  different 
civil  fations. 

18  Aa  Ctiriftian  religion  does  not  diffolve,  but  Itrength- 
ens  moral  obligations  to  relative  duties,  which  the  law 
of  nature  requires,  whether  it  be  toward  believers  or 
unbelievers,  or  toward  Jewijb  or  Gentile  converts,  that 
may  have  different  feittknents  as  to  feme  religious  prin¬ 
ciples  and  practices :  lb  believing  women  among  you, 
that  are  in  a  married  fate,  ought  to  behave  in  a  meek 
and  fsbmiflive  manner  toward  their  own  lawful  huf- 
bands,  aa  far  as  they  can  do  it  with  a  fefe  confdence, 
and  as  is  confident  with  their  fuperior  relation  to  the 
Lord  Jeftu,  and  becoming  their  Chriftlan  chara&er. 
(See  the  note:  on  Bph.  v.  a  1 .) 

19  On  the  other  hand,  thofeof  you  that  bear  the 
relation  of  hufbands,  ought  to  treat  your  wives  with  all 
tendernefs,  kindnefs,  and  affection  j  to  delight  in  their 
company,  and  do  all. tbat  in  you  lyes  for  their  tempo¬ 
ral  and  fpiritual  ea&,  comfort,  and  happinefs ;  and  oot 
to  exercile  a  fevere  and  arbitrary  iordfhtp  over  them, 
or  break  out  into  furious  and  paffionatc  eipreflions  3- 
gaiaft  them,  or  ufe  them  ill  by  words  or  blows,  or  go 
about  to  lay  any  bardlbips  upon  them  that  would  be 
grjeyout  to  ihcjp. 


ao  Let 


7» 
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^o^iiUrcft,  o-  -20  Let  rhofe  of  you,  who  are  Cans  or  daughters,  re* 
^lun/s^for  VJYl€rn^cr  that  youf  Datura!  obligations  remain  in  full 
is*  weU-plea-  force  to  your  parents,  whether  fathers  or  mothers, 
fiag  unto  (be  Jem*  or  Gtntit&s,  Chrifthms  or  heathens  j  and  ye 
LowL  ^ught  accordingly  to  make-confcience  of  -paying  all  filial 

duty  to  them,  in  obedience  to  their  juft  ond  reafonable 
commands  in  every  thing  that  is  lawful  for  parents  to 
enjoin,  ami  for  children  to  do  mz  for  this  is  agreeable 
to  the  will  of  Chrift,  and  acceptable  to  God  through 
him* 

f  ers,  pro-  .21  On  the -other  'fide,  it  ought  to  be  the  confcicnri- 

rt!l nr  ^ Tr  ous  an<*  tfnder  care  of  thofe  of  you  that  are  parents, 
left  thcytw  'dUT-  whether  fathers  or  mothers,  (iec  the  note  on  Epb*  vi. 
couraged.  4.)  that  ye  ftitdy  the  tempers  of  your  children,  and  en¬ 

deavour  to  efiablifh  your  authority  over  them,  and  al« 
Jure  them  to  their  duty,  by  prudent,  kind,  and  gentle 
Tncrhods,  and  never  four  their  minds  by  furious  or  op* 
pro  brio  us  language,  nor  by  unreafonaUe,  impofitionfl, 
nor  unmerciful  corrections,  to  irritate  their  angry  paf- 
firms :  take  heed  of  all  fiich  harfti  treat  me  nr,  (*«  p*  awn- 
“*')  that  there  fpirits  may  not  be  broke,  and  they  dif* 
heartened,  and  filled  with  prejudice  both  againlt  your- 
ftlves  and  aguinft  the  gofpcl,  which  ye  profefs,  but  are 
far  from  recommending  by  fuch  an  it!  temper  and  be¬ 
haviour  toward  them, 

^ ^  Servant*,  o-  27  As  to  thefe  of  you  that  are  fervants,  or  evert 

^  bonuilavef,  whether  to  Chriftians  or  heathens,  that  are 

cording  to  ihe  your  lawful  mailers  in  things  pertaining  to  the.  body 

m 1  VerTict With'  an<^ temporal  affairs,  ye  ought  r©  be  very  diligent  and 
■men-pfeaftr*,  but  in  executing  the  trufts*  and  doing  the  bufmefs 

in  fingleneft  of  they  commit  to  you,  and  in  making  their  iutereft  your 
cJoJ1**  taxing  own,  and  fulfilling  all  their  commands,  as  far  as  [hey 

do  not  interfere  with  your  duty  toward  your  higher 
Matter '  in  heaven,  relating  -to  the  concerns  of  religion, 
and  of  your  own  fouls,  (fee  the  rote  on  ver,2 o.);  and 
ye  ought  chearftilly  to  attend  to  their  fervice,  not  mere* 
Jy  while  ye  are  under  their  -eye,  as  perfons  that  feelc 
only  to  approve  yourfelves  to  men,  and  gain  their  fa¬ 
vour  j  but  in  the  Gncerity  of  your  hearts  at  all  times, 


5T,  Servants, 

‘"bey  in  all  things 
jour  m  niters  ,  bo 
cording  to  ihe 
fldh;  not  with 
eye  -  fervice,  as 
■men-pleaftrs,  but 

in  ftnglenef*  of 
heart  t  fearing 
Cod: 


as 

K  O  T  Z  S, 

*  all  thwjs  mutt  Be  unclerftood  here,  their  parents  or  matters,  in  cafe  they  flwutd 
with  regard  to  children,  and  vtr.  u.  with  re-  command  them  to  obferve  the  rite*  and  cere- 
yard  to tinder  a  limitation  *0  ail  monfri  of  the  Mtfaic  law ;  And  therefore^ 
iarmfwl  things**  For  ic  could  not  be  the  duty  vivtj  ire  to.  jbbinit  thenjtetves  to  their  hui- 
r>f  Chdftiari  children,  cr  ftrvants,  to  obey  bands,  only  fo  far  as  is  fit  in  the  [vt:* 
fheir  heathen  parent*,  or  matters,  werethry  fo  ftrvash  are  to  obey  their  matters  =0 

10  command  them  to  renounce  their  faith  Id  cording  to  the  flefh,  (vfr.  it.Jonly  in  thirty 
Chri(tj  and  ptofdTioa  of  hi*  name,  and  tn  that  relate  to  the  body  and  civil  concerns, 
worthy  idols,  or  comrriit  any  other  tn Kjijityj  that  their  own  Cotifcienccfr  approve  of  iu  u> 
nor  could  it  i>e  the  duty  r>f  thnfe  that  were  tfg^oiti 
fed  intO-ihc  lihcny  of  the  gHnr],  to  obey 


a.»ii 


1%  Aftd  wliaf- 
i-  ever  ye  do,  Jo 

\t  Jir  jriiJy,  as  (o 
(lie  L**d,aa<l  iM 

uati>  men  : 


t4  Knowing 
that  of  the  Lord 
vc  foiil  receive 
the  reward  of  the 

iuheritapee :  tor 
vc  !crve  the  Lord 

iVA 


Pot  fie  that 
doeib  vraug  {hall 
receive  for  t!ie 
uFjng  w)rich  he 
hath  done;  and 
itcre  jsnortfpea 
*1  |/fribui* 


Tii  Epifite  foffe  Co  L  os  SIX  NS  paraphrased* 


as  in  the  fight  and  prefence  of  the  all-feeing  God,  ami 
as  perfons  that  act  from  a  principle  of -conscience  to* 
wards  him,  and  are  mod  of  alt  concerned  to  be  ap¬ 
proved  of  him  iit  all  your  wap,  and  to  do  nothing  that 
»  offenfirc  ro  him,  whether  any  one  elfe  be  prefent  to 
obferve  yon  or  not. 

23  And  whatever  fervice  ye  are  called  to  engage  in, 
it  ought  to  be,  noc  merely  by  conitraiar,'  much  left 
with  grudging  or  reluftance  ^  but  with  a  willing  and 
ready  mind,  from  a  fenfe  of  duty  toward  the  Lord  Je- 
fus,  in  obedience  to  his  commands,  and  for  his  honour 
and  gioiy,  as  ye  are  profeflors  of  his  name  1  and  not 
from  a  feihfh  mercenary  fpirit,  that  aims  at  only  plea- 
ling  men* 

24  To  excite  and  encourage  you  to  air  chearfu[nd& 
and  fidelity  herein,  ye  ought  to  be  firmly  perfuaded*. 
and  feriouffj  to  conftder,  that  wbarfoever  ill  treatment 
and  unrighteous  returns  ye  may  meet  with,  inftead  of 
a  fui table  reward  from  your  mailers  on  earth,  ye  fhall 
receive  a  gracious  reward  of  the  heavenly  inheritance 
from  the  Lord,  the  great-  Judge  of  all,  at  the  iaft  day 5 
and  fo  ye  (though  fervamts)  /hall  be  desk  with  at  fons 
and  heirs  of  God,  and  joint-heirs  with  Chrift ;  for  in 
doing  your  duty  to  earthly  mailers,  ye  really  pay  ho-* 
sour  and  fervice  to  the  Lord  Jcfus  hirafelf,  who  is  the 
bell  of  all  mailers,  whofc  providence  has  placed  you  in. 
that  date  cf  fervitude,  and  whofe  word  requires  a  be¬ 
coming  behaviour  anfwcrahle  to  it,  that  ya  may  adorn 
the  doCtrine  of  God  your  Saviour  in  all  i hinge ^  (Tit-  iiv 
10.) 

25  But  he  that  is  guilty  of  any  injuftice,  whether  as 

a  jervant,  in  negfc&ing  his  mailers  buHnefs,  or  pur¬ 
loining  bis  goods;  or,  as  a  mailer,  in  rendering  evil 
for  good,  or  with-holding  what  is  due  to  his  fervanr* 
/hall  receive  a  jull  and  impartial  recompenee  of  reward 
for  all  hU  iniquitous  doings,  {Keb.  ii*  2-}  for  in  the 
judgment  of  the  great  day,  our  bleiTed  Lord  will  not: 
be  biaflrd  by  any  external  arcum/tances,  nor  make 
any  difference  between  mafteFS  and  fervnms,  bond  or 
free,  in  favour  of  one,  or  in  prejudice  to  the  other,  on 
account  of  the  different  relations  they  bear  one  to  ano¬ 
ther  in  tbjs  world;,  but  he  will  pafs  a  righteous  fen- 
tence  upon  all,  according  to  the  evidence  that  Ihall  ;i~ 
rife  for  or  againft  them,  from  their  moral  and  religious 
chandlers,  whatfoever  their  civil  Ration  has  been  up- 
ca  earth.  (Sae  the  note  oa  Siphi  vi.  B. 


JB.  E  c  o  L* 


7ii  Spifile  U  the  Colossi  an*  paraphrq/H*  Cb*  iii* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

With  what  elevation  of  foul  fnrmld  they*  that  arc  rifen  with  Chrift,  follow 
their  afcetuled  Saviour  from  earth  to  his  edited  Hate  in  heaven,  where  he  lives 
for  them,  and  is  the  fource  and  frcurity  of  fpiritual  life  to  them*  and  will  at 
lerijjth  give  them  an  illuftrious  ap|Karance  with  hirnfdf*  in  all  poJIibTe  glory  !  He 
has  already  made  a  happy  change  upon  them,  who  wrre  «rar  difobedient,  and 
lived  and  walked  in  fuch  a  finfal  courte,  as  expofed  them  to  divine  wrath  ;  but, 
by  tlie  efficacy1  of  rej^eaerating  grace*  they  have  now  difearded  the  whole  body  of 
fin,  with  all  its  meparbers  ;  and  have  alTatned  a  new  form  in  knowledge  and  rigb- 
teoufocf*  according  to  the  holy  image  of  God,  in  which  he  at  firit  created  mas. 
O  bldJed  difpenfation  of  gofpd  ♦  grace*  in  which  believing  Jews  and  Gent  Sirs,  and 
people  of  all  ranks  in  outward  privileges  and  worldly  circu  in  fiances,  are  one  bo¬ 
dy,  and  equally  partakers  of  all  fpiritual  Heflings  in  Chrift,  who  is  all  in  the  whole 
of  their  fatwition  that  are  the  chofen  and  beloved  of  God !  How  powerful  aud  eu* 
Jtagirg  arc  their  obligations  to  mortify  every  finfttl  propenfion  of  body  and  mind; 
to  lay  a  fide  all  wrathful  difpofitions  of  heart,  and  all  blasphemous,  unfecmly, 
fhlfi\  and  deceitful  expreflion*  of  the  lips;  to  be  clothed  with  the  tendcreft  com¬ 
panion  and  humility,  patience  and  forbearance  one  towards  another  ;  and  to  be 
of  a  forgiving  fpirit  to  thofe  that  have  offended  them,  in  imitation  of*  and  as  in* 
fiuencedbyt  the  infinitely  greater  forgtv cue fs  that  Chrifl  has  extended  to  them- 
felres  !  And  O  with  what  beauty,  harmony,  and  union,  would  Chriftians  fhine, 
were  they  to  cultivate  mutual  love,  and  fludy  the  thiugs  that  make  forpeacei  un¬ 
der  a  governing  feufe  of  God*s  be;ng  reconciled  to  them;  and  were  their  hearts 
enlarged  in  gratitude  and  praife,  and  enriched  with  alt  f^trltual  wifdom,  and  e- 
very  grace,  fortheirown  and  others  edification,  in  fiugmgtbc  honours  ofChrift’s 
name,  and  in  adorning  their  holy  profeflion*  by  doing  every  thing*  in  word  and 
deed*  with  i  dependence  on  him,  and  in  obedience  to  his  authority  over  them  ! 
This  Is  the  belt  wav  of  (hewing  forth  their  tbankfrlneft  to  God  the  Father,  thro* 
Jefus  Chrift,  for  all  the  benefits  he  has  tft flowed  upon  them*  And  as  ever  they 
would  acquit  themfeWti  with  honour  to  tbeir  holy  profi  fiion,  they  fltinild  make 
con fc ie rice  of  tuJfilfinfrthe  natural  and  civil  duties  of  thetr  various  relations  in 
the  pTtfent  life*  Wives  fhould  behave  with  due  fubjc£!ion  to  their  hufbands  in 
alt  things  that  are  fit  and  proper  for  them,  as  members  of  Chrift :  And  bu  frauds 
ihould  be  affectionately  tender  toward  their  wives,  and  labour  againft  cvny  thing 
that  might  make  them  uncomfortable.  Children  ought  readily  to  obey  their  pa* 
rents  in  all  their  lawful  commands,  as  ever  they  would  fulfil  their  duty  toward 
item  according  to tjbe  will  of  God;  And  parents  ihoulct  take  heed  of  difcoura* 
ging  their  children  by  any  fevere  treatment  of  them.  Servants,  confidering  them* 
fdves  as  continually  utider  God's  eye,  ihould  always  attend  to  their  mailer's  bu* 
finefe,  with  as  much  cheerfttlnefs  aid  fidrlity  in  their  abfence*  as  in  their  prt- 
fence  ;  and  Ihould  do  every  thing  from  a  principle  of  religion,  as  being  defirou* 
of  pleating  God,  rather  than  men  ;  and  as  being  affured*  that,  in  doing  the  duty 
riFtheir  Rations,  they  frrve  the  Lord  Chrift,  and  that  he  will  gracioufiy  honour 
them  with  the  reward  of  an  eternal  inheritance.  And  O  what  an  awful  check 
would  it  be  upon  all  iniquity*  were  we  To  confider,  that  tbs  righteous  Judge  of 
all,  who  has  do  refpeft  to  any  one’s  out  want  condition  in  this  world,  will  moft 
certainly  render  vengeance  totbem  that  prattife  unrighteous  dealings  with  others! 


CHAP.  IV. 

The  apoffle  exhort s  mqfiers  to  do  their  duty  tratard  fervantu  T*  Re* 
commends  to  perfont  of  all  ranks  the  general  duties  of  fer fever  ante  in 
prayer^  and  Chrijiian  prudence  in  behaviour  and.  fpeecb,  2*— 6,  Ar- 
fers  them  to  Tychicus  ana  Oneftmus,  for  an  account  of  the  fate  of 
his  affairs^  7a — 9.  Sends  faiutai  len  t  f rom  fevers!  byname^  together 

with 


Cb.  it.  The  EpifiU  to  the  Colossi  ins  paraphrsfcd.  jf 

•with  his  mint ;  andt  adding  a  charge  to  Archippu.s,  concludes  with 
his  v/ual  bentdi£Uon>  lo,— 18. 


Text* 

Afters, 

1  f(T- 

vjnts  that  which 
h  jnft  and  equal, 

kiwv'inj  thfir  ye 

alfo  have  a  Mailer 
m  heaven- 


a  Continue  in 
pnytr,a»d  watch 
in  the  lot ne  with 
duDhQ^TiAg : 


Paraphrase# 

J 

A  S  Chriftiaft  fer  varus  ought  to  be  obedient  to  tbclr 
•***  mailers  in  all  lawful  things*  {chap*  iii.  24*+)  fo 
thofe  of  you  that  Hand  in  the  relation  of  m afters  ought 
not  to  think  yourfelves  law  lets,  or  at  liberty  to  treat  a- 
ny  of  your  fervams  in  an  arbitrary  tyrannical  way;  no, 
not  even  fuch  as  may  be  flaves  and  heathens  *  out  ye 
fhould  deal  jtiftly  and  equitably  with  them,  in  taking 
good  care  of  them,  not  with  holding  their  wages,  ora* 
11  y  proper  provisions,  according  to  their  wants,  ami  your 
contrails  with  them,  {Jam*  v,  4*);  nor  ought  ye  to  lay 
any  more  burdens,  or  harder  fervices  upon  them,  than 
they  are  well  able  to  bear \  nor  to  be  fevere  in  your 
threainings  and  pumfhmems,  beyond  their  defer ts  ;  nor 
backward  to  give  (citable  encouragements  to  fidelity  in 
yourfervice  5  as  feriou  fly  confide  ring  that  yeyourfelves, 
as  well  as  they,  are  under  the  command  of,  and  ac¬ 
countable  to  your  great  Lord  and  Matter  m  heaven, 
who  continually  obferves  you,  and  is  infinitely  more  a- 
bove  you,  than  any  of  you  can  be  above  the  meaneft  of 
them  5  and  will  deal  with  yon  in  the  great  day  according 
to  your  dealings  with  them,  {Chap*  iii.  25-) 

2  To  proceed  to  the  duties  that  are  incumbent,  not 
only  on  matters,  bucupon  you  ail %  whatfbecer  be  your 
relations  in  life  *,  ye  ought  to  be  con  flan  t,  at  fet  fea- 
fons,  in  daily  prayer  to  the  God  of  all  grace,  in  the 
name  of  Chrift,  and  by  the  afliftance  of  his  Spirit,  for 
perfonal  and  relative,  public  and  private,  temporal  and 
ip i ritual  bleffings,  whether  in  the  clofet,  family,  or  re¬ 
ligious  afTcmblies,  as  there  may  be  opportunity  j  and  to 
watch  for  all  fpcctal  calls  of  providence,  and  needful 
afliftances  from  above,  that  ye  may  be  continually  rea¬ 
dy  to  engage  in  this  duty,  and  per  fevere  in  it,  though 
ye  may  not  immediately  fee  theanfwersof  your  prayers : 
Ye  fhould  alfo  watch  againftall  hindrances,  that  would 

interfere 


NOTES, 

f  Af  thif  mfe  conclude!  tire  exhortation*  it  to  pray  flruly  wi*h,  arid  for  fhcSr  fervantv, 
to  rfianvt  duties,  if  might  have  been  much  and  io  be  concern'd  fnr,  and  do  w^af  in  them 
better  joined  to  the  third,  (ban  made  the  bo-  lyes  to  taJtff  care  of  their  as  wcli  as  h* 

ginning  of  the  fourth  chapter.  And  then  the  Met,  and  to  bring  them  into  a  complin  ewe 
lift  verli  of  ihi  third  chapter  von  Id  the  more  with  a  holy  icfohuion,  like  that  ©f 
eafiljr  be  orHiGde/d  as  referring  to  majtcrf,  at  (chip.  x*iv*  ij,)  **  As  tor  me,  and  m f 
wetl  m  jcrvatUj.  44  huufc,  we  wilt  ferve  the  Lord,'*  However, 

*  If  ctBlintttia  fr^ytr  be  conGderM  in  con-  this  and  the  following  exhort*  lions,  certain- 
DfflioQ  with  the  preceding  verfe,  which  ly  jncW*  maflw,  and  ail  other  pro  (effing 
fpcaks  of  **  ©afters  giving  to  their  Chrll&ins,  whatever  ijiek*  dvil  flattens  be  ia 

44  chat  vrhieh  is  Jafl  and  equal/*  it  intimates  cite  world* 

that  one  port  of  the  duty  of  Cbriftaiyapjtcn 


The  Eplfite  to  the  Colossi  a  ns  pdrcphrafed.  Ch-  ir* 


3  Wlhftf,  pray¬ 
ing  aifi*  for 
that  CSihI  a'finIJ 
Uhtu  u,>  4 
dof^r  ot+  UT  icrant-ej 
f n  fpf:ik  thtr 
Atry  of  Chrift, 
far  w'ii-jh  i  aui 
alu  ;u  bond* ; 


4  That  I  may 
make  it  ro^ifert, 

m  I  ought  ta 
fpcik* 


$  Wdkin  vjf- 
dom  icj ward  clictn 
that  are  without, 
redeeming  the 
time. 


d  Let  y<iur 
fpeech  he  at*  ay 

•tooth  £rn  ?e,  fea- 
fbntd  wkh  l*ir  , 
that  ye  may 
kr>oi*  how  yc 
ought  to  anfrer 
evtty  maa. 


interfere  with  this  duty,  and  againft  all  deadnefs  in 
your  own  fpirits,  that  there  may  be  no  indifference* 
triflings  or  wanderings  in  performing  it ;  And  always 
take  care  that,  with  fuppHcatious  for  the  mercies  ye 
need,  grateful  praifes  and  cheerful  thankfgtvingg  to 
God  be  joined  for  what  he  has  favoured  you  with  re* 
fating  to  dm  world*  and  that  which  is  to  come,  {Phil* 
ip.  6.) 

3  And  in  alt  your  addrrffes  to  the  throne  of  grace,  I 
earnestly  befeccb  you  to  be  in  a  fpecial  manner  mind¬ 
ful  of  me  am!  Timot hjt  (chap,  i.  i.)  and  other  brethren 
that  labour  with  us  in  the  word  and  do£trine \  praying 
that  God  would  give  u$  opportunity,  and  enable  us, 
with  liberty  of  fpirit  and  expreffion,  and  with  faith  and 
boldnefs,  to  lay  open  the  deep  things  of  God,  and  preach 
the  unfear ch able  ricfM  of  Chriji  among  the  Gtntilcs,  (£- 
pbtf  iti,  8*)  for  the  doing  of  which  1  am,  even  now,  a 
prilbner  in  bonds, 

4  1  beg  your  prayers  particularly  for  me  in  my  pre* 
fent  confined  ;:nd  afflicted  ctrcumftanccs,  that,  as  far 
as  providence  (hall  favour  me  with  opportunities  for  it, 
I  may  be  eminently  affifted  in  felting  forth  the  Redeem¬ 
er's  glory*  and  the  whole  count'd  of  God,  in  fuch  a  free, 
extenfive,  plain,  and  open  manner,  and  with  fuch  a 
frame  of  fpirit  as  becomes  me,  and  as  the  duty  of  my 
office  and  importance  of  the  fnbieft  call  for. 

5  As  to  your  own  behaviour  in  the  world,  fee  that 
the  whole  of  your  conversion  be  managed  with  all  cir- 
cumfpection  and  Chtiftian  prudence,  towards  unbe¬ 
lievers  and  all  that  are  without  the  pile  of  the  vifible 
church,  that  ye  may  not  be  defiled  by  them  j  but  may 
be  u tVful  and  exemplary  to  them,  and  win  upon  them, 
and  never  give  them  any  occasion  tothink,  or  fpealtevil  of 
the  do&fine*  a  ml  ways  of  the  Lord  :  And,  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  labour  to  improve  ev^ry  opportunity  of  filling  up 
the  duties  cf  your  rcfpcfiive  Rations  ;  of  doing  good  to 
your  very  enemies,  and  of  preventing  fcch  offences,  as 
might  preivsfce  them  to  raifc  perfections  againft  you, 
and  thereby  ihorten  your  days,  or  cut  you  off  from  fur¬ 
ther  fervices  to  Ciixift  and  his  caufe.  (See  Ephef  'v.  5* 
IC-) 


6  With  the  like  important  views,  take  heed  that 
your  difeourfc  on  all  oecafions  be  as  becomes  perfons 
whofe  hearts  arc  frafoned  wirh  grace,  and  whofe  lan¬ 
guage  tends  to  recommend  the  grace  of  God,  and  pro¬ 
mote  a  gracious  fpirit  in  others ;  and  fo  is  preferred 
frem  corruption!  (as  meat  is  kept  whokfome,  and  fire 
from  putn;uCtio:i,  by  tr.e  *ii!c  that  cur;j  ar-d-kaibns  it. 


Gfa.  tv; 


7  Ail  roy  Hate 
Chill  Ty  chicu  i  de¬ 
clare  unto  you, 
who  is  a  beloved 
tit  other,  and  a 
faithful  mimfter, 
and  fellow  Icrvint 
iu  the  Lord : 


9  Whom  I  have 

Tent  unto  you  for 
the  fame  purpofe, 
that  he  might 
know  your  dlate, 
and  comfort  your 
kmtt : 


f  With  One fi- 
nui  s  a  faithful 
xnd  beloved  hn>* 
iher,  who  ir  cue 
of  you*  ,  They 
Hv.ll  make  known 
unto  you-  all 
things  which  arc 
Wwc  here* 


The  EpjJlU  to. the  Colossiaws  paraphrajei.  lx 

and  makes  it  favoury)  that  ye  may  knowhow  to  give 
a  good  account  of  the  rcifon  of  the  hope  that  is  in  you, 
with  modefty,  me'eknefs  and  wifdom,  (i  Pet.  iii.  15.) 
and  how  to  anfwer  Scrupulous  doubts,  and  fciious  in¬ 
quiries  on  one  band,  and  perverfc  cavillings  and  cap- 
tious  obje&ions,  on  tbe  other,  with  refpe£t  to  points  o£ 
Chriflian  faith,  duty,  and  experience,  to  every  one 
that  would  propofe  any  proper  queftion  to  you  about 
them. 

7  As  to  what  concerns  myfelf,  and  the  fituation  o£ 
my  affaire,  both  with  refpeft  to  outward  circum  (lances, 
and  inward  fupports  and  refrefh ments,  which  I  know 
ye  would  be  glad  to  hear  of,  1  have  ordered  Tyehiciist 
who  brings  this  e  pi  (lie,  to  relate  them  to  you  at  large, 
by  word  of  mouth :  and  ye  may  depend  upon  tbe  ac¬ 
count  he  will  give  you  of  them;  he  being  a  dfczrJy  bc^ 
loved  brother  in  the  faith  and  fellow  (hip  of  the  gofpel, 

and  a  con  feien  tious,  faithful  mini  (Ur  of  Chnfl,  and 
diligent  fellow-labourer  with  me  in  the  work  of  tbe 
Lord, 

w 

8  Aod  being  as  ddirous  to  know  hour  matters  (land 
with  voU~afc  yc  can  be  to  heat  how  it  fares  with  me,  1 
have  lent  him  with  a  fpedal  defign,  that  he  may  get  a 
thorough  infight  into  the  Hate  of  your  religious  con¬ 
cerns,  in  order  to  his  reporting  it  10  me ;  and  that  he 
may  adminifter  relief  and  comfort  to  yep,  under  all 
your  trials,  both  by  good  counfel}  and  by  acquainting 
you  with  the  remarkable  appearances  of  God's  (landing 
by  me,  and  with  the  fuccefs  of  my  preaching  the  gof- 
pel,  even  in  my  bonds. 

9  Tor  which  purpofe,  I  have  aKo  joined  with  him 
QntJimvSy  who  whatfotver  he  formerly  were,  is 
through  the  wonderful  power  of  divine  grace,  become 
a  fine  ere  and  dearly  beloved  brother  in  Chrift*;  and 
who,  being  one  of  our  own  city,  and  now  a  real  con¬ 
vert,  may  be  the  more  welcome  and  acceptable  to 
yoij.  Thefc  two  faithful  brethren  will  give  you  a  juft 
amd  particular  account  of  every  thing  that  pafles  here 
at  R&m£y  and  In  this  neighbourhood,  relating  to  my 
fufferings,  and  fupports,  and  behaviour  under  them, 
and  to  what  God  is  (lilt  doing  by  afsd  for  me. 

10  Arijiarthtis  the  Macedonian^  -who  was  expo  fed  ro 
great  danger  for  my  fake,  {Afls  xik,  ap.)  and  is  now 

apri* 

T  E. 

with  the  paraphtafe  and  notes  upon  it.)  He 
was  of  the  city  of  Cotojft)  and  fomc  think 
he,  by  this  time,  was  a  member  of  (licit 
church  ;  and  others,  that  he  wts  employed 
in  ihc  wjik  t>£  the  gnuiftry* 


io  Ariftarehtis 
my  fellow  ptlfon- 
cr  fatateth  you, 

and 

N  O 

*  Oacpmas  vu  that  runsgjLtc  that  had  e- 
lop’d  from  hit  mdlcr  Pk’kiw,  and  pmrlou/d 
bis  goods;  but,  (fraying  to  Jtftnf,  was  con¬ 
verted  by  the  ipoftle  Pabt  there.  (See  for  an 
irenunt  #f  him  iu  the  epifttc  to  P&ltmoe- 

f0L*  V*  t  * 


fz  Tie  Epi/tle  to  the  Colossians  paraphrased.  CL  ir. 


and  Marcos,  (1- 
fhir's  ihn  to  Sir- 
nuhas*  {tuiidiing 
*hi>m  ye 
vc4  command* 
menu ;  if  he 
9>me  uq(o  you 

cccctve  hiDij) 


xt  Ami  Jcfti3p 
whi ch  is  called 
Jo  this,  vrhy  arc 
die  clrcutnci- 
fioii.  Tli eft  only 
mrt  my  feftosv- 

'frorker*  unto  the  * 
kingdom  of  God, 
which  have  been 
a  comfort  unto 


Ti  Epaphns, 
who  is  Oflr*  of 
yortj  a  fciSMiiL  of 

CUrift  fdtjieth 
yont  alwiy*  1** 
bowing  fervently 
for  you  in  pr*y- 

crf^.Lhat  ye  may 
Aand  pet left  *'utl 
riropki1*  in  all 

ihcwiUof  Godt 


a  prifoner  with  me  at  Romef  deftres  to  be  affc&innately 
remembered  to  you  all,  (fee -the  note  on  Rom*  xvu  3  ) 
as  doth  John  Marit  nephew  to  Sarnobai)  my  old  friend 
and  colleague  in  apoftoljclabour5,(/ff7j  xiih  2,  3,  4*  drc.) 
and  if  this  hh  near  kmfman  fhould  come  to  Cokffe%  f  I 
deiire  that  ye  would  receive  him  in  the  moft  friendly 
manner*  and  treat  him  with  all  Chriftian  refpetl  and 
bindnefs,  according  to  the  recommendations  ye  have 
already  bad*  and  are  now  given  ofliira,  as  worthy  of  it* 

1 1  Another  of  my  fellow-labourers  a) fa*  who  goes 
by  two  names,  one  of  which  in  Greek  is  Jefast  which 
anfwers  to,  that  of  Jofbma  in  Hebrew^  and  the  other  in 
Latin  is  JuJhtsT  fignifying  JaJh  This  upright  man 
joins  with  the  other  two  in  Chriftian  falutaiions*  All 
thefe,  tbo*  JevttJb  converts,  bear  the  fin  cere  ft  rdpc£k  to 
you,  without  the  kaft  prejudice  again!!  any  of  you*  on 
account  of  your  being  t7^fi/^believers  \  t  and  they 
are  the  only  mmifters  of  that  denomination,  that  are 
with  me*  and  have  joined  their  labours  with  mine* 
during  my  confinement*  in  helping  forward  the  work 
oftheLord,  by  preaching  the  fame  gofpel  with  myfelf* 
Unto  the  propagation  and  enlargement  of  the  kingdom 
of  grace,  which  God  has  fee  up  under  the  gofpel-dif* 
pe illation,  in  this  world,  in  order  to  its  being  perfected 
in  all  its  felicities  and  glories*  in  the  world  to  come* 
Thefe  have  been  of  great  ufe  and  conn  fort  to  me  by  this 
means,  as  well  as  by  tbeir  agreeable  company,  and 
various  afE (lances  and  reliefs  under  all  tnyTuftermgs 
for  Chrifb 

12  To  thefe  T  muft  add  feme  others  of  the  Gentile 

■ 

fort,  to  whom  ye  are  very  dear ;  as  particularly  Epa- 
phrasf  who  is  not  only  a  Gentile  convert,  but  ope  of 
your  own  city,  much  devoted  to  your  fervice,  aud  a 
faithful  mimftcr  of  JeiusCimft,  (fee  the  note  on  PhiL  ii* 
2;*)  fends  bis  fincere  refpefls  to  Tyou;  and  fliews  how 
much  he  has  you  upon  his  heart*  by  his  c&rifcmtJy  rt- 
raembring  you  at  the  throne  of  grace,  and  labouring 
with  great  carneftnefs  and  fervour,  as  it  weie  10  an  a- 
gony,  Jn  hjg  wreftlings  with  God  in  prayer 

for  you*  that  ye  may  continue  flcdfaft  in  the  faith. 


as 


NOTES- 

t  Marl  had  before  dfo  rune  regain'd  an  }  The  apoftk  Ptur  is  not  mentioned  wi;h 
i&tcceft  m  the  apoftk^s  aftcfVion  snd  con  fir  thote  at  the  ciicutnctfion,  that  /ent  their  fii* 
iknrt,  ortwithfUnding  the  gtcat  dijptafiuv  Jyuijpns  and  are  laid  to  be  the  wily  fellow* 
formerly  had  agaiuft  him,  Jw  leaving  him  worker*  of  'he  Jrufifi  &rts  and  a  comfort  to 
and  Barnabas  at  PampkiHa^  (stfh  xv,  jS,  jpJ  the  apoftle  Paul  *T\s  therefore  email  that 
wJiieh  fhews  the  excellence  #f  the  apoftte’i  either  Pact  wa*  not  then  «  JtoiBf*  or  t  hit  be 
forgiving  fpirfi*  This  Mari  i*  fiippnfrd  to  a  fled  vetyun  worthy  of  hu  cbara£bcrk 
►a%-c  been  the  writ;*  of  jotpet  ihai  bears 
Hi  natac* 


Cb*  ir. 


13  For  I  bear 
lib  record^  that 
hath  a  great 
zeal  for  joq,  and 
them  that  ^rt  in 
Ludirea  ,  aud 
them  in  Hienpo- 
Iw. 


14  l^vkc  the 
beloved  phyfici- 
and  Demis 
gr*ct  you. 


as  con^rietc  Chrifiiatis,  that  are  fully  in  ft  rolled  in  the 
doftriucs  and  dunes  of  the  gofpel,  and  eminent  in  your 
conformity  to  them*  like  pcrfe£t  men  in  Chrift  \  being 

gl]ed  with  his  light  and  grace*  according 
to  the  utmoft  extent  of  that  revelation  which  God  baa 
made  of  his  mind  and  will,  and  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
may  be  every  way  acceptable  to  him, 

13  For  I  mu  ft  needs  bear  witnefs  to  this  excellent 
laborious  brother,  from  what  I  have  obferved  of  him! 
and  beard  from  his  own  mouth,  that  he  is  zealoufly  fo¬ 
il  citous  for  your  prefertf  and  eternal  happinefs  j  and  has 
a  like  warm  and  tender  concern  for  the  profpemy  of 
your  two  neighbouring  churches  *,  one  of  which  is  feat- 
ed  at  Laodicean  and  the  other  at  Hierapclis^  a  large 
and  populous  city  of  Phrygia* 

14  The  Evangelift  Luket  who  was  brought  up  for  a 
phylkian,  but  is  now  a  dear  brother  in  the  Lord,  de¬ 
voting  himfelf  entirely  to  -  hi$  fervicc,  for  healing  the 
fpiritiial  Jiflempers  of  peri  filing  fouls  mt  and  DrmaSt  a- 
nother  mini  firing  fervant,  join  in  fending  their  Chri* 

ftian  refpeds,  (fee  the  note  on  2  Tim.  lv*  io.) 

15  Let  my  own  hearty  love  be  preferred  to  thofe 
brethren  in  Chrift  that  belong  to  the  church  at  Laodi* 
craf  and  in  a  very  particular  manner,  to  the  well- 
known  Nymphas  f  and  1m  Chriltian-fumily,  which  for 
its  regularity,  purity,  religious  worfhip  and  order,  uu* 
der  his  condu£t,  is  like  a  New  Te [lament-church* 

(6  And  it  is  my  exordia  order  thar,  after  this  tpiftle 
fliall  have  been  diiiiucUy  read  through,  according  to 
my  deficit,  in  a  public  manner  among  you,  the  chuccb 
at  Ctiojfey  ye  take  cate  that,  either  it,  or  an  exact  copy 
of  it,  be  fent  to,  and  a!fo  read  in  the  church  that  mu- 
ally  meets  for  the  worfttip  of  God  at  Laodicta  J  ;  and 
that  a  certain  Laodicean-  letter  be  like  wife  com  muni* 
cated  to,  and  publicly  read  among  you* 

17  All  that  I  have  further  to  add  for  your  direction  is, 
that,  as  ye  are  fur  rounded  with  fubtil  adverfartes,  who  fee  k 
topcrvertyou,(cia^ii*8*)yewould,in  aprudent^friendly^ 
and  rdpe&fiil  manner,  admonifli  jirchippus*  armniftrmg 

*  fervant 

NOTES. 

It  is  probable  (hat  Epapbrts  bad  been  which  fome  very  improbably  hive  fnppoftd, 

ihe  apo(He  wrote  from  Lfodict*  to  (be 
fiavs :  It  rather  fettns  am  to  bare  Item  ttjjr 
CpifUc  wrote  by  ham  £  but  wrote  M  him  fro*i 

relating  to  the  ibtt  of  altair*  thm-e, 
and  in  the  neighbouring  churches  which, 
pci !i dpi  mighrgive  occaHun  'i>,  *n#l  cjftpime 
light  up on  this  cpiftlcto  the  amt 

therefore  mif*ht  be  proper  to  be  rfitl  in  thi 
church  ar  OA-£^  which ,  doubiUs,  kpev 
wlut  e^iiUi  if  h«:e  referred  t*. 


\$  Salute  the 
brethren  whicU 
are  in  l-aodicea, 
and  WytophaSf 

and  the  church 
which  u  1*1  I.t* 
boufe, 

t5  And  when 
this  cpiftlei*  read 
anion  g  (I  you  , 
came  that  it  be 
read  alio  in  ibe 
church  of  the 
Daodiceans:  an d 
rlnt  ye  Htyjwife 
read  the  epiillc 
from  Laodicca* 

t7  And  fiiy  tn 
Arcluppus,  Tako 
heed  to  the  mint- 
flry  which  thou 
JuA  received  in 

the 


remarkably  inftramental  in  forming,  or 

building  up  theft  churches;  and  their  fore  had 

a  peculiar  afteftfoti  to,  and  concern  for  them, 

f  We  know  no  more  of  Nymphs*  than 

what  is  beet  fad  of  Jdoij  but  be  ter  to 

bare  been  a  noted  man  of  eminent  piety., 

and  drift  religion  in  the  orders  of  IpU  CbriiV 

dan  family.  (See  the  note  on  xvi,  j.) 

t  Various  have  been  the  conjeftores  about 

thitcpiftle,  which  i*  loft,  tiiJeisit  wmihat, 

v 


Tbi  EpyiU  to  the  Colo  ssi  Ah  s’  pdf&fhr dftd*  CH*  itV 


fh*  Lurrf,  that 
(fioct  fulfil  iif 


1 9  The  ftlu- 
tafion  by  tre 
band  of  Ale  Paul, 
Pit  member  my 
bonds.  Graced 
*>hh  you.  Amen* 


fcrvant  among  you,  (fee  the  note  on  PhiUm *  ver*  2,}  and 
remind  him  of  the  great  need  there  is  of  his  utmoit  vi¬ 
gilance,  faying,  We  irtreat  you,  dear  S*r,  always  to 
bear  upon  your  heart  the  excellent  nature,  defign,  and 
importance  of,  and., to  lay.  yourfrtf  oat,  in  rhe  name 
and  flrength  of  Chtift,  with  all  wifdom,  diligence, 
and  faithfulnefs,  in  difchargvng  that  facred  office  which 
you  have  been  honoured  with, ^by  the  favour  and  au¬ 
thority  of  the  Lord  Jcfus,  and  for  bis  glory,  that  you 
may  explain,  confirm,,  vindicate,  and  enforce  the  great 
doflrines  of  divine  revelation,  and  exemplify  them  in 
your  own  fpirit  and.  conduct ;  may  reprove  fin,  and 
confute  error}  may  carefully  fill  up  the  duties  of  your 
rruft  in  their  whole  extent;  and  perfevere  therein  all 
your  Jays,  to  the  comfort  0/  your  own  and  other  fouls; 
and  may  do  all  that  in  you  lyes  for  the  furtherance  of 
the  gofpel,  in  the  converGon  of  Goners,  ami  edification 
of  the  faints* 

18  To  conclude  after  my  ufual  maimer  in  all  my  e- 
pifttee  to  the  churches,  (fee  the  note  on  Rom*  xvi*  22.) 
I  fubjoin  my  beft  wiflies  to  you  all  in  my  own  hand¬ 
writing  :  and  to  give  this,  together  with  all  that  has 
been  faid  in  the  above  letter,  the  greater  weight  w«h 
you,  as  alfo  to  engage  your  moft  earneft  prayers  for 
me,  remember  it  conies  from  an  apoftle  who  is  now 
fuffering  with  cbeerfuJnefir,  and  patience  in  bonds,  for 
preaching  the  gofpcl  to  you  Gentiles ,  (Eph*  iii*  1.)  and 
who  affe&ronately  prays,  that  the  free  favour  of  God, 
the  Father,  Son  and  Spirit,  (2  £<?r.  xiii*  14,)  and  all  its 
precious  fruits,  manifcftations  and  effects,  in  a  work 
of  grace  here,  and  in  glory  hereafter  may  abound  to* 
ward  you*  In  tefttmony  of  my  finceriry  in  this  bene¬ 
diction,  and  of  my  hope  that  it  will  be  fully  aufwertd, 

1  fay,  Amen* 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

■ 

With  what  equity,  tnildnefs,  and  mercy,  would  matters  treat  their  fervants, 
Were  they  deeply  imprefled  with  the  thought  that  they  themfeives  have  a  greater 
Mafler  lit  heaven,  to  \vhoro  they  muffc  give  an  account  of  alt  their  behaviour  to* 
ward  thofe  that  are  under  them  1  And  O  what  need  is  there  of  daily  p rave r*t 
With  thanklgiviugs,  in  the  family  and  cloftt,  for  ourfcKcs  and  others  ;  and  parli- 
cularly^for  CtirilTs  miniftring  fervants,  that  they  may  be  wife  and  faithftf,  cou¬ 
rageous  and  fuccefsfuh  in  unfolding  the  my  fieri  e&  of  the  gofpel,  without  rritrairt 
from  their  adversaries  1  And  what  need  have  Cbriftians  of  wifdom  from  above, 
to  behave  prudently  toward  a  unbelievers,  that  they,  by  word  and  deed,  may  re- 
commend  religion  to  them,  and  make  a  proper  apology  on  all  occafions  for  it  ! 
With  what  pfeafure  fhould  miniftm  own,  and  fpeak  well  of  their  faithful  fellow- 
labourers,  and  follow »fufferm,  of  every  denomination !  With  what  earneft 
jvrefllings,  (as  alt  our  prayers  ought  to  be)  at  the  throne  of  grace,  Jhould  they 
plead  for  fuch  churches,  cfpechliy,  as  they  are  moA  immediately  concerned 

wiUi, 


S6  The  Preface  to  fhe  Firjl  Ejriftk  to  the  Thes SALOPIANS. 

mitring  at  Thejfalotnca^  fo  long  as  he  could  have  wiflied,  for  their  far¬ 
ther  eftabli  foment  in  the  faith. 

He  was  very  defirous  to  lnve  returned  to  them*  arid  attempted  it 
once  and  again;  bur  Satan  by  his  wicked  infhumcnC  hindered  him, 
as  he  tells  us,  chap *  ii*  18,5  and,  fearing  left  that  buly  advcrfary  might 
have  unfettled  them,  he  font  Timothy  to  theta  ;  and  upon  his  rert+jn 
with  comfortable  tidings  of  their  ftate, -wrote  this  Epiftle  to  encourage 
th  dr  continuing  to  ftand  faft  in  the  faith,  and  not  to  be  (tumbled  at 
the  tribulations  that  be! el  him  for  the  gofpel’s  fake,  as  in  other  places, 
fo  while  he  was  among  them. 

This  is  the Jirfi  of  all  the  epiftles  that  he  wrote,  which,  a s  is  fuppo- 
fed,  was  ahour  the  year  of  our  Lord  52;  and  it  is  generally  agreed, 
that  he  fern  it,  not  from  Athens^  as  the  poftfeript  fays,  but  from  Co - 
rinthy  about  a  year  after  he  had  been  at  Thejfalonica • 

He  begins  it  with  a  falntatiori  and  affeflionate  thahkfgiviDgfp  God 
for  his  dtftingui  thing  grace,  as  it  was  evidently  manifested  in  its  re* 
inarkahle  effefta  upon  them,  chap*  L  And  to  induce  them  to  perfevere 
in  the  faith,  which  they  had  received,  he  reminds  them  of  his  own 
unbhmeable  behaviour,  together  with  his  labours  an<f  futfe rings,  and 
the  fuccefs  of  his  miniftry  among  them  ;  ahd  esprcfleS  his  earneft  de¬ 
fire  of  vifning  them  again,  out  of  his  great  love  to  them^  whom  he 
looked  upon  as  his  hope,  and  joy,  and  crown  of  rejoicing,  chap-  Yu 
But  23  he  could  not  go  himfelf,  he,  in  his  tender  care  for  them,  fends 
Timothy  to  fct  how  matters  flood  with  them,  and  to  comfort  them  un* 
der  their  tribulations,  aod  eftablifo  them  in  the  fakh ;  and  when  Ti¬ 
mothy  returned  and  gave  a  good  account  of  them,  it  revived  bis  foul, 
and  he  heartily  prayed,  that,  if  it  were  the-  will  of  God,  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  making  them  another  vifit 5  but,  whether  this 
might  be  fo  ordered  by  Providence,  or  not,  thatjhc  Lord  would  efta- 
blifh  them  in  faith,  love,  and  holicefs,  chap.  iH.  And;  left  he  (houtd 
not  be  able  to  fee  them  again,  he  refers  them  to  the  directions  he  had 
given  while  he  was  with  them,  to -guard  them  againft  all  iniquity, 
and  particularly  againft  every  kind  of  uncleannefs ;  commends  them 
for  their  brotherly  love,  and  intreats  them  to  abound  therein  yet  more 
and  more,  and  to  acquit  thfifnfdves  with  diligence  and  honour  in  the 
duties  of  their  fevcral  ftations ;  arid,  to  comfort  them  under  tbe  lofs 
of  their  deceafed  Chriitian  friends,  he  fets  before  them  the  blifidul 
ft  ate  to  which  they  (hall  be  raifed,  when  all  the  faints,  both  living 
and  dead,  fhall  meet  together  tc  be  with  Chrift-  at  his  coming  to  judge 
the  world,  chap.  iv.  And  as  the  particular  time  of  Chrifl/s  coming 
to  judgment  is  unknown,  and  will  be,  on  a  fodden,  at  unawares, 
though  certain  in  its  feafort,  he  exhorrs  them  to  conftam  watchful nefe, 
ind  preparation  for  it ;  and  then  adds  feme  admonitions  relating  to 
their  decent  behaviour  Toward  thole  .that  were  kz  over  them  in  rhe 
Lord,  and  towards  all  they  had  to  do'  with  y  foggefting  alfo  fevera]  0* 
ther  important  duties,  In  which  they  were  all  concerned;  and  con¬ 
cludes  with  an  excellent  prayer  for  them,  and  earneft  defire  of  theii's 
for  hirnfoli*  and  with  falutations,  and  a  charge  that  this  Epiftle  be  read 
:n  tbeir  church,  with  whom  be  leaves  this  bencdiGioo,  chip*  v, 

CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.  I. 

*fhe  apojfle.  fahitet  the  church  at  Theflalanles,  an d  bl*Jfs  God. for  them , 
in  fefteftion  on  their  faith,  love,  and  patience,  at  evident  tobins  of 
their  eledlion,  which  was  manfefted  in  the  efficacious  thaXnfr  with 
which  the  gcfpd  came  to  them,  i, — 5.  And  deferihes  its  towerjed, 
exemplar*,  and famiu  effictis  upon  their  hearti  and  lives, 


Tm . 

PAUL  *  and 
SUT^ntjs^and 

Ttrootheuvnnto 

the  thircH  iif  the 
Thti&lttkmta  . , 
which  it  U  God 
■the  Father,.  and 
itt  the  Ldtd  Jcfds 
Chrift:  Gticefr 

unto  foil,  aud 
pace  train  Cod 
■our  Father,  ami 
the  Lord  JtfitiA 
Chri ft* 


a  We  gtrt 
thanks  to  God 
atnrvyi  f Of  you 
all,  making  men* 

tbit  of  yon  in 
eur  prayer* 


% 

Paraphrase. 

pAGI.  *,  together  with  Silas  Rnd  fimothy,  his  affift- 
t  ants  in  the  works  of  the  Lord  -at  7 hcffiahnica,  fend 
greeting,  (fee  the  notes  on  Adit  xv.  22.  and  1  Cor.  i.  r.) 
to  the  enurchpF  Chrift,  which  has  lardy  been,  planted 
by  means  of  our  miniftry,  {Atlsj.wii.  1, — f,  i^j.aod- 
ordinaltly  dScmblet,  for  religious  woiftiip'  and  difei- 
'plinc,  at  that  renowned  metropolis  of  Macedonia,  and 
con  lifts  of  believers  in  God  the  Father,  as  the  only  tr  ue 
God,  in  dilttri&on  from  the  idolatrous  Gentiles,  who 
weir  (hip  them  which  by  nature  are  no  gods,  (Gab  iv,  $,) 
and  of  believeTB  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the  only 
Srne  Mbtiub,  (fee  the  notes  on  John  xiv.  1.  and  xvib 
3.)'  in  djifiaQion  frorn  rhc  unbelieving  Jews,  who  de¬ 
ny  Him  •,  and  £0  we  regard  you  as  pcrfcms  that  lire  in 
union,  and  have  feUowfbtp  with  the  Esther,  and  with' 

his  Son  jefus  Chrift,  (1  John  i.  3.)  May  all  the  riches 
of  divine  love  and  favour,  which  is  the  fountain  hf  t» 
very  blefSng^  and,  as.  the  fruit  of  .this;  may  all  manner 
ofprofperiry,  Urdu  five  of  every  deferable  feet  of  peace 
with  God,  and  others,  and  tn  your  own  fouls,  be  mul¬ 
tiplied  abundantly  to  alf  aftd  every  one  ofyoo,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fcheme  of  falvatibti;  frdiri  God  oiir  Father, 
aud  from  the  Lori)  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the  -only  -Mediator 
and  Peace-maker,  who  has  purcbaled  all  bleffirigs  for 
us  fay  his  blood ;  and  freely  communicates  -them  to  us 
by  his  "Spirit,  in  an  infeparable  concurrence  with  the 
Father,  (fee  the  note  on  Asm.  i-  7,} 

l  We  d aily  offtr  up  out  cbeirfal  and'  folernh  thanks 
to  God  on  behalf  of  your  whole -church,  and  menrion. 
you  in  our  (Fated  and  occafional  prayers  with  gratitude 
and  praiife,  and  with  fervent  f duplications  for  his  pei> 
fe&ing  all  that  concerns  you ; 

T*  .  '3*** 

up  in  oppoffilon  to  him  :  Ami*.  perhaps,  as 
this  with*  fltft  that-  be  wrote,  hU 

great  modtfty  tiighr  rcflraia  him  from  affcrt- 
ing  Tilt  ipoftolfc  tha  rafter,  till  he  found  -a 
Ptctflfcy  for  a;  bceaoft  he  humbly  thought 
htafclf  to  he  the  {t  la  ft  of  the  ipoftles,  ini 
,fi  not,  mcft  to  he  oiled  an'  apoftfc/'  (t'Car* 


X  0 

«  At  theft  T&Jfalamtms  were  the  fcaJs 
Touts  ipoftlefhi£,  imd  there  were  'node  a- 
moifaf  (tarn,  that  -pretended  to  ftiiptiee  hh 
iithonty,  ottw  with  him  in  h ;  there  wns 
no  occaftoo  for;hU  afterttag  it  here,  a*  he 
don^ia  his  kiftriprloit  of  the  cpjftlci  to 
fhurcliu  in  which  there  *fre  fsilft  »po[Ho, 
.that  voitld  depcccbic  him,  and  fee  rbejwiiives 
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3  Ke  member- 
Jhg  ftirhcmt  ocaP 
log  yrmr  work  of 
faith,  anti  Jaipur 
of  loveL  and  pa¬ 
tience  of  hrpv  in 
cur  Lord  Jffos 
CbrH^ ,  in  the 
fifch!  -f  G  nd  and 
our  FiLhcr; 

i  1  1 


4  Knowing  , 
brethren  beloved, 
yonr  -eleftbtt  of 

God* 


3  Being  excited  hereunto  by  a  con  flan  t  habitual  fenfe* 
anti  frequent  tecotle&iun,  of  the  unfeigned  faith,  which 
God  ha.s  wrought  in  you,  and  which  Ihews  itfclf  to  be* 
not  a  dead,  but  living  faith*  by  its  genuine  operation 
unto  all  evangelical  obedience :  we  have  alfo  a  joyful 
remembrance  of  your  ardent  love  to  Chrift,  and  to  all 
that  belong  to  him*  which  generally  exerted  itfelf  in 
the  great  pains  ye  took  to  fuccour  and  fee u re  us,  when 
we  were  in  the  utmofl  danger  at  Tbejjithnicai  (A£U 

xvii*  5,-1  o.)»  as  alfo  in  performing  every  office  of  kind - 
nefs  one  to  another,  and  to  all  the  faints  and  fervants 
of  Chrift*  for  his  fake  :  and  we  icflc£l  with  pleafure 
on  the  fruits  of  this  faith  and  love,  as  they  bate  pro¬ 
duced  in  you  a  lively  hope  of  eternal  life,  through  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  and  that  witb  patient 
continuance  in  well-doing  under  all  your  tribulations ; 
and  with  a  quiet  waiting  for  God's  time  of  crowning 
your  hopes  with  enjoyment,  {fee  Hth  x*  36.)  we  can 
foiemniy  appeal  to  tbe  all-feeing  God*  for  the  Sincerity 
of  our  profrflions  of  rhatikfuinefe,  and  con  ft  ant  remem¬ 
brance  of  you  in  our  prayers*  ;  and  are  firmly  peifua- 
ded  that  your  faith,  love*  and  hope,  are  exerrifed  with 
all  uprightnefs  of  heart*  as  in  the  light  and  prefence  of 
God,  even  your  and  our  Father,  who  has  made  us  his 
children*  by  adopting  and  regenerating  grace* 

4  From  thefe  peculiar  and  evident  fruits  of  God** 
diftiugui  thing  favour  to  you*  our  dear  brethren  beloved 
of  the  Lord*  and  of  us  for  his  fakef*  we*  arguing 

.  fab* 


NOT 

*  la  tht  jigbt  fff  GsJs  or  before  Goi, 

TkStv)  may  refer,  cither  to  the  a- 
poftk's  11  bleffing  Ood  for,  and  aflcfUonate- 
“  IjT  remembring  ihe  Theffidonhnt;  or  to 
“  their  work  of  faith  and  Lbour  of  love,  and 
**  patience  of  hope,”  according  the  difc- 

wnt  turo*  given  tohkchnftiti  the  paraph  rafe, 

■  f  According  Ln  the  different  ways  of 
pointing  this  fenrmce  ir  the  Gritty 
aytL Tn^iTSI  IFTl  {nM^VT  U*<£*v)  Of  GttJ 

tray  k  joioed  either  to  Moved}  or  ro  yon*  <- 
jVrfen,  which  proceeded  from  the  free  love 
_nf  God  :  And  the  apolHe1*  btpubij  the 
ieltha  of  thcie  Tht$&fonUrn  feems  to  have 
kw,  not  by  an  immediate  revd^tron^  hut 
only  in  the  ordinary  way  of  charitably  judg* 
tng  abvur  the  tieflioa  of  any  peribn.whatfo' 
ever:  For,  in  the  <Oiineflion  of  this  whji 
•he  prcce*hng  aud  fnllowiQ*1  verier,  he  ma- 
piftfHy  proves  *t  he  cnufc  from  its  eflett,  by 
wh;ch  1'  may  be  known,  and  without  which 
?ts  ordinarily  impofijbk  for  any  one  to  koow 
1-,  reference,  c:thcr  to  himfelf  oro* 
thcis;  fiiicet  who  irr  God’*  cie£V,  is  an  en- 
iveret  in  bis  own  btvafV,  dll  it  appears 


E  S. 

by  its  diftingufthing  efTcft*.  (See  %  Pci*  i. 
10.)  But  had  our  apoftic  meant,  as  feme 
would  have  it,  that  he  knew  God1*  purpose 
of  receiving  UoUirMs  GcntUts  into  the  gpfpcl* 
church,  by  immediate  revelation,  he  had  this 
Knowledge  Mott  the  T hcfiafoniani  were  con¬ 
verted  or  eflt^uaUy  called;  and  tberrfmx. 
had  do  need  of  arguing  from  the  effi-fl  to  the 

caufc  to  aibertain  it.  And  as  we  iruift  con* 

■  ■■ 

elude  from  Afts  xvH.  *.  that  this  etmrch  con* 
filkdj  not  only  of  idolatrous  Genii ta,  but 
alio  of  Jntti  and  prtfriym  of  the  gate,  thui 
were  converted  there,  the  cieSian  here  fpnkcn 
of  may  well  be  fup  poled,  not  to  be  naiictut!^ 
bur  to  include  potions  **(  alt  thofe  former 
characters;  ie;4  to  ubkh  ever  of  them  the 

gofpel  became  effVflualj  it  41  according 
t4  to  the  rfrftien  of  grace,  or  the  eternal  prr* 
u  pofc  of  him,  who'workcth  aJI  things  after 
”thc  counicl  of  his  A*rn  (Rom,  si*  s, 
and  Ephcf-  i.  4^)  And  thi;  the  eUOkm  hue 
intended  was  not  barely  ttuttva* $ priviltg rj, 
but  to  faying  benefit,  apptars  from  ihc  whole 
current  of  the  content,  which  fptiksof  us 
peculiar  difliugulihing  ai*d fau£Uf|ing 


j  Foroorgof- 
pel  curae  not  un¬ 
to  you  m  word 
nnly,  but  si  fit  l.i 

in  the 
H»iU-  Ghoit,  an 4 
ii  much  aflii- 
ranee;  atyr^know 
dnt  maatiff  of 
men  *e  *xrc  a- 
moog  you  for 
your  late. 
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from  the  effeft  to  the  cayfe,  juftly  conclude,  and  ye 
yourfelves  may  be  well  fatisfied,  in  the  fame  way,  that 
ye  were  freely  chnfen  of  God  from  all  eternity  to  falva- 
tion,  through  fattSiifUation  of  the  Spirit,  and  belief  of 
the  truths  (a  J£pilt.  ii.  13.) 

5  For  the  gofpe!,  which  was  preached  by  me,  and 
by  Si/at  and  Timothy,  (v.  i.y  my  fdlow~labouren  4- 
mong  you,  did  not  only  reach  your  ears  in  the  outward 
publication  of  it,  as  it  did  the  ears  of  many  others 
without  any  faving  effect ;  but  was  alfo  attended  with 
a  divine  energy,  which  brought  it  home  to  your  hearts, 
by  the  fpecial  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  *,  as  welt 
as  was  attested  by  the  miracles  he  wrought  in  confir* 
matiort  of  its  divine  authority  ;  and  fo  it  begat  an  un- 
fliaken  fatisfa£Uon  ip  your  own  fouls,  as  to  its  truth 
and  importance;  and  good  hope,  through  grace.,  (a  Epift. 
ii.  16.)  as  to  your  own  perfonai  intereils  in  its  bIef-» 
fings,  by  means  of  wbat  ye  experienced  of  the  great 
and  excellent  fruits  of  our  miniftry  among  you  \  in 
which  (as  ye  well  know)  we  laboured  with  great  plain  * 
nets  of  ^fyeech,  meeknefs,  and  patience,  and  evident 
tokens  of  God’s  owning  ns,  and  giving  us  glorious  fuc- 
cefs ;  notwithftanding  all  the  violence  and  perfection 
that  we  endured  on  your  account;  in  our  love  to  you, 
and  concern  for  your  falvation. 

6  And  fuch  were  the  happy  effe&s  of  the  gofpel’s 

coming  in  this  powerful  manner  to  your  fouls,  that 
immediately  hereupon  ye  become  imitators,  in 

faith,  obedience,  and  patience,  of  ns,  who  preached  it, 
and  -with  whom  ye  confer  ted,  Adts  xvii.  4.  fee  the  note 
there)  and  ye  were  therein  followers  of  our  great  Lord 
and  Mailer  himfelf,  who  is  our  only  perfect  example, 
and  in  whofe  fteps  we,  and  ye  after  us,  trod,  (1  Cor. 
ii.  i.)  ye  having  firmly  believed  the  word  of  his  grace, 
even  in  the  rnidit  of  the  fevereft  troubles,  that  both  we 
and  yourfelves  were  expofed  to  for  its  fake,  {/fflj  xvii. 
j,— ■ 9-)»  »n(*  having  received  it  with  fuch  inward  confo* 
lation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  made  you  a  rich  amends 

for 

|(  O  T’E  6. 

theirofnel,  note  on  ver*  **  the  apofllw  and  of  the  Lord/*  and  were 

50»4r«o'tte»potfl^*ti»ihinkfpvh<  '  ■  "  . 

to  God,  for  his  having,  ”  from  the  begin- 
“  ningchoJen  th^mto  iotnh  rough  tanc* 

t1  tific^iion  of  the  Spirit, **  (*■  Epitt*  ii.  13,) 
which  is  more  than  being  chofln  to  a  belief 
of  the  gofpet, 

*  u  The  gofpers  coming  in  power  and  >q 
the  Holy  Ghoft*'  was  more,  than  its  com¬ 
ing  with  the  atieftation  of  n  sp™ 

pc  its  by  :ts  faving  t  Fnr  ihe  4t  "J'htl’' 

filoaiitti  thereupon  of 


-  5  And  yz  hr 
tame  followers  of 
us,  aid  of  the 
Lord,  having  re¬ 
ceived  the  word 
j  n"  mueba  fflifl  km , 
with  joy  of  the 
Holy  Ghofh 


eminent  examples  of  faith  and  holiness;  and 
the  idoUtrous  Gentiles  among  them  “  named 
'J  from  idols  to  ierve  the  Gting  and  true 
^  God,  with  hope  in  ChrilY  for  deliverance 

“  from  the  wc^th  to  come/*  which,  emied 
an  undeniable  proof  of  an  elfcfhial  and  lav* 
ing  change  upon  their  hearts  and  lives,  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  with  which 
the  came  to  them,  as  is  represented  m 

the  fo*  lowing  ^crt«  to  the  cad  of  the  =hipcav 


j  tbit  ye 

it  heficittn 
*nd 

JUluuu- 


9  Fof  from 
jim  tumkd  c«t 
fbe  void  of  the 
ImiT,  fwr  <m!y 
Jlacedcmi*  and 
^clubr  biitatfo 
wr  tvtrr  pbcc 
^(KTT  fitflh  tO 
^o!  -  ward  v 
read  abruid*  fo 


s 
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k 

for  them,  fweetly  fupporred  you  under  them,  and  en¬ 
abled  you  to  bear  them  with  Chriftian  fortitude  and  pa¬ 
tience, 

7  So  that  ye  yourfelres  became  eminent,  encoura¬ 
ging,  and  exemplary  patterns  {Tirrflt)  of  faith,  patience, 
and  holintfs  to  all  the  believers  Found  about  you,  in 
the  two  large  Grecian  provinces  of  Macedonia  and  Acba- 
itf,  whether  they  were  converted  before  you,  as  at 
Philippi  in  Macedonia  j  or  after  you,  as  at  Athens  and 
Corinth  in  Acbaia ,  (fee  the  note  on  i ter*  8,) 

8  For  the  gofpel,  which  is  properly  the  word  of  the 

Lord  Jefus,  as  be  is  the  author  and  the  main  fubjett 
of  it,  having  had  fuch  glorious  fticcefs  among  you  *, 
was  publifhed  from  thenceforward,  with  great  reputa* 
lion  and  advantage^  and,  as  it  were,  with  a  loud  echo 
of  its  praifel,  for  and  near;  infomuch  that  the 

fame  o-f  your  faith,  as  going  out  to,  and  terminating 
upon  God  in  Chrift,  and  inamfefted  by  its  remarkably 
holy  and  exemplary  fruits  in  your  lives,  (*&*#*»*■*)  has 
gone  forth,  and  is  commonly  talked  of,  not  only  in 
Macedonia  and  Achaiat  but  with  Hill  wider  extent  in  va¬ 
rious  other  places;  fo  that  we  ourfclves  have  noocca- 
Gon  to  fay  any  thing  about  it,  as  we  otberwife  ftiould* 

9  For  wherever  we-travel,  we  meet  with  people  that 
are  fo  full  of  it,  as  to  anticipate  us  by  beginning  them- 
felves  to  fpeak,  with  wonder  and  joy,  of  the  happy  ef- 
ft£ts  of  our  mioiftry  among  you ;  as,  particularly,  they 
are  ready  to  tell  us  wbat  a  cheerful  reception  yc  gave 
us,  at  our  firft  coming  among  you,  though  it  was  in 
in  the  moll  affii&ed  circumftantcSj  (vsr.  6  }  and  how, 
by  means  of  our  preaching,  ye  were  fo  cffieftuaHy 
wrought  upon,  as  that  thofe  of  .you,  who  were  hea¬ 
thens  before,  at  once  voluntarily  and  publicly  renoun¬ 
ced  your  former  idolatry,  and  turned  away  with  indig¬ 
nation  and  abhorrence  from  all  your  fictitious  deities  to 
him,  who  is  by  nature  God ;  believing  in  him,  and 
yielding  yourfelves  up  entirely  to  him*  to  own,  reve¬ 
rence,  worfoip  and  adore,  ferve  and  glorify  him,  who 
has  all  perfection  of  life,  bldTednefs  and  immortality, 
originally  and  dTcmially  in,  and  of  himfeif,  and  is  the 
fountain  of  all  forts  of  life,  whether  natural,  fpititual, 

or 


fo 


p  For  they 
themftJvfS  fhew 
rtf  ns  nrhat  Tnim- 
rccr  of  tntciiiTj’  in 
tc  had  sntoyou, 
*n&  hnw  yc  Uro- 
cd  *<►  GrJ  fnwi 
Woli,  to  feet-efbe 
living  and  t roe 


.  ■  »  9 

The  eherch  of  T^iAwnr,  I  apprehend* 
mrt  the  wn7tkp~-c  forth  of  *ud 

^tpma  where  the  £rji  inverts  were  made, 
«nd  from  whence  the  gnfpel  vis  JS proj»- 
gqtcd  in  thofe  provinces,  a*  that  it  JtntfAUm 
'W  of  the  Jt-itfi,  and  that  at  Antioch  j?is  of 
the  Gtxiiki :  For  converts  «erc  made  at 

Mectdcni*  before  thole  of  Tktj}'*- 


T  Z. 

(ornca,  as  appears  from  iheiffth  tnd  ij th 
chapters  of  the  Afc.  But  ihc  gofpel  went 
from  T'tffhfGnica  with  the  more  trident  and 
Tcnommcndioy  dcitionflratfons  of  its  exod- 
leoce  andpower^  on  account  of  its  einiobu 
iy  wuoderfot  effects  vpon  them,  as  appcaid 
io  (hdreaemphry 


CIl  u  The firjl  EpiJIe  to  the  Th  rsjui.oh i  an*  paraphrafiiL 


dr  eternal)  to  others ;  and  is  the  only,  true  God  In  difc 
tinftion  from  all  mere  creatures  wharfoever,  though 
not  to  the  eiclufio.n  of  the  great  Mediator,  who  is  God, 
equally  and  together  with  the  Father,  in.  his  original 
nature,  in  whom  ye  are  alio  brought  to  believe,  (fes 
the  noies  on  John  stv.  1.  and  xvii,  3.}  , 

^  -  *  m 

i*  Andtooait  jo  And  to  wait. with  faiths  preparation  and  patience, 

dcfire  a?d  joyful  bo  fie,  nnder  all  prefen  t  fufTerings,  for 
niiftd  ’from  the  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  eternal  Son  of  the  Father 
fWI1 1^*  from  heaven.*,  who  will  come  to  is  glorified  in  his 
lveJhe  faint  s>  and  admired  in>  all  theifi  that  believe  cur  tfiimo- 
prath  tn  come.  ny  concerning  him;  (2  Tbefl  h,  10.)  even  Jefus,  the  di¬ 
vine  Saviour,  who*  by  his  obedience  rad  fllfferings  un- 
to  death  puVchafed  redemption  for  us,  and  by  his  al* 
JnightyT  power  docs*  and  finally  will  deliver  us 

from  The  dreadful  wrath  of  an  incen/ed  God,  that  is 
coming -apace,  (<Me^w)  srvri  wilt -be  ever  mceflantlp 
coming;  like  a  perpetual  torrent  of  flaming  vengeance,’ 
upon  all  the  unbelieving  and  ungddly,  to  their  ever- 
iaftiug  deftrucliorTj  (a  T/xfi  u  8 j  9.) 


R  EC  Q  L  L  F,C  T  IONS. 

TThat  3  diflingmfhing  mercy  is  it,  when  the  gofpel  comes  to  ary  of  otir  foulv* 
not  in  word  unly,  but  with  the  fpecial  impreffive  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft ! 
This  is  evident  pruof  of  our  eternal  election,  which  can  be  known  only  by  its 
fru  its ;  fiich  r*  faith,  love,  and  patience  under  lufFerings  For  Cftn ft's  fake ;  a  tho¬ 
rough  converfwjn  in  heart  ami  Kfe  frotfi  ^cry  idol  to  the  true  and  living  God;  a 
holy  imitation  of  ChriJt  and  of  his  fervants,  as  far  as  they  follow  him ;  and  a 
hopeful  operation  of  Ms  glorious  coming  to  rid  us  of  all  our  troubles.  And 
bow  delirabk  is  it  ta  have,  thpfc  tokens  of  God1*  Jove,  and  of  the  efficacy  of  his 
grace  in  an  .eminent  degree  !  Such  receive  his  word  with  full  aflurance  of  its  di¬ 
vine  truth,  excellence,  and  importance,  and  with  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  not* 
withftandmg  all  the  tribtiferions  that  may  befal  them  for  its  fake ;  they  are  a  cre¬ 
dit  to  the  girfpel,  and  nobie  examples  to  other  believers  ;  and  are  fpofccn  of  with 
admiration  and  joy  to  nil  that  hear  of  them,  ami  love  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jrfiis. 
TV  itb  what  pleafure  do  Ms  mini  firing  fervante  own  one  another,  and  relltft  on 
every  remarkable  fuccefs  of  ibur  labours',  and  on  a- testimony  in  the  con  Lei  cnee* 
of  their  hearers,  that  the  power  of  the  Spirit  is  With  them  I  They  aflecHonatdy 
falute  the  dear  coirverlsj  they  abound  in  thantfulnefs  For  them,  and  conti¬ 
nually  recommend  them  in  their  prayers  to  the  grace  ami  Wefficg  of  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  of  our  Lord  jefus  Chvift,  in  every  remembrance  of  them.  And  O 
how  animating  to  every  true  believer  Ji  the  thought  ot  the  eternal  Son  of  God, 
as  the  rifeu  Jefus,  who,  having  laved  them  from  their  fins,  delivered  them  from 
the  wrath  to  come* 


N  O 

*  As  the  firft  coming  of  Chrifl  w  the 
objefl  of  tbe  faith,  defire  and1  hope  of  the 
u  Old  Tcft ament- church,  who  waited  for 
(<  rhe,contoU:iott  of  Ifracl,  and  loi.kat  for 
“  redcmpUDD  in  JemfrUm,"  (Luke  ii.  if, 
j8»)  fo  his-  i^cuod  Cuming  is  of  the  ATeW, 
who  are  “  looking  L>r  the  hLefled  hope,  and 
**  glorious  appearing  ot  ihc  great  God  and 
our  divbur  Jefus  Chrtll f*  (Titus  ii.  13.) 


T  E,  . 

The)'  firmly  believe  that  he  will  certainly 
come  again,  though  they  know  not  wlwnt 
and  therefore  continue  waiting  for  it  wilh 
Inch  cxertiics  of  grace,  and  performances  of 
duiy,  as  may  Left  encourage  their  hope,  [hot. 

en  he  **  who  is  their  life  (hall  ap  pear,  they 
**  fhaSl  alfo  appear  with  him  in  glory,"  (Col 
Fib  4~; 


CHAP, 


The  JirJIE fifth  U  the  Tkessalonians  farapbraftiL  Ch  ii. 


CHAP.  II. 

r 

The  ap$ftUA  to  encourage  thctr  pregrefs  in  faith  and  holinefst  reminds 
them  of  the  manner  of  his  preaching  and  behaviour  among  themr  i,— 
12*  And  of  their  receiving  the  gofpel  as  the  word  of  God^  which  if* 
-  fiflually  worhed  in  them,  13* — 16*  And  ajfures  them  of  his  joy  on 
their  account^  ami  his  defire  of  coming  to  them  again^  1  j,— -io. 


.  Text. 

jpOR  youHcJvei, 

brethren  * 

Ifpittw  nut  en¬ 
trance  in  unto 
yro,  that  H  vas 
not  in  vain. 


1  Rot  even  af¬ 
ter  that  we  had 

fafered  before  , 
and  were  Ihamc- 
Iwh  yen  treated,  as 
ye  know,  at  Pht- 
Jippi,,  we  were 
Kild  hi  our  God 
+0  fptA  unto  you 
the  ^ofpet  of  God 
w^ith  much  cqil- 
teotin a* 


3  For  our  ex¬ 
hortation  was  not 
of  deceit,  nor  of 
uncleannefs,  nor 
jn  goile  ; 


Paraphrase* 

"ITTELLmay  I  fpeak  of  you,  as  I  have,  {ehap*  i*) 
”  with  the  utmoit  affection,  hope  and  confidence: 
for  I  can  appeal  to  your  own  consciences,  dear  brethren, 
that  ye  yourftlves  experimentally  know  the  glorious 
power  and  effect  of  iny  coming,  with  Silas  and  Tima- 
thy,  (chap*  i*  1.)  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  you  \  that  it 
was  not  (“v*}  about  vain  and  profitable  things,  nor  with 
a  mere  empty  found  of  words ;  nor  was  k  without  good 
fruft,  which  we  were  aflured  it  would  not  be,  as  from 
God’s  promife  in  general,  (If<u  ]y*  11.)  fo  e Specially 
from  the  extraordinary  manner  in  which  he  called  us 
to  preach  it  in  Macedonia^  (A£U  xvi.  p,  10,)  of  which 
youi’b  is  the  chief  city  \  and  therefore  no  ill  treatment, 
that  we  before  had  jnef  with  in  that  province,  could 
difeourage  our  hopes  of  better  fuccefs  among  you  f. 

2  But  even,  after  we  had  lately  endured  the  greatest 
cruelties  for  the  gofpeTs  fake,  before  wc  could  reach  fo 
far  98  you,  and  had  been  treated  with  the  utmoft  indig¬ 
nity,  as  ye  well  know  we  were  at- Philippi,  another  In* 
rnous  city  of  Macedonia  f  (A£ts  xvh  23,  14.)  we  were 
nevertftekfs  animated  with  holy  refolution,  with  liber¬ 
ty  of  fpirit  and  of  fpeech,  and  with  undaunted  courage, 

jn  humble  dependence  on  our  giacious 
God  for  protection  and  fuccefs,  openly  to  publish  the 
evcrlaftuig  gofpcl  to  you  ^  which  not  we,  but  God  him- 
ftlf  is  the  author  of,  and  we  preach  in  his  name  with 
mighty  zeal  and  fervour  of  fpirit,'  as  it  were  fc#  a  great 
agony,  in  ft  riving  for  your  converfion,  and 

again  ft  the  furious  oppofition  which  the  unbelieving 
Jews  there  alfo  made  a  gain  ft  us,  (Atts  xvii,  5,  &c*) 

3  For  our  add  refs  to  you,  whether  in  a  way  of  exhor¬ 
tation  to  duty,  or  of  confolation  under  fuf- 

firings  for  Ch rift’s,  fake,  was  not  by  preaching  any  er¬ 
roneous 


NOTE* 


’t  But  even  {vMm.  **;)  tlut,  introduces  the 

next  verfe,  requires  lomc  fiurh  l  J  tough  tt  .is 
"th«|>;Tuphr*fclia»add«lt  at  iht  clnfr  of  tfci% 
rtUling  to  the  apnfTJc’s  hofn;  of  (hards  a- 
niong  i]«  I  V^i/aui  and  hh  Uimit 
ia  timid  *tcd  njf  the  fcvcrc  ufcs''  he  hid  met 


with  in  Oth«rp3its  of  AfflfniWff.  11r(  prr- 
frrvcs  a  rood  connexion,  uhich  \$  not  other- 
wile  tafily  to  be  ri;fccrtT(]  ;  ami  ihcrtforc 
ft  me  Aippoic  (without  fufGcient  grounds,  sis 

^p|Hbars  to  me)  that  the  airoJUc  tScrc  enttn 
upon  a  new  head  of  difcaurfc. 


4  lint  ** 

were  allowed  of 
to  be  put  in 
trull  vifK  the 
gofpd,  cten  fb  we 
jpcjkjp  not  a* 
pleating  men,  but 
God,  which  tri¬ 
ed)  oar  hoitk 
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r on co us  do£frinee,  like  the  falfe  teachers,  ro  feduce 
you,  but  tbc  pure  uncorrupted  gofpel  4  nor  was  it  by 
teaching  any  principles  that  lead  to  licentioufncfs,  but 
to  all  bolinds  in  heart*  and  life  ;  nor  was  it  by  hypo* 
critical  pretences  of  piety  and  zeal,  and  love  to  you, 
for  carrying  on  Snifter  views  to  worldly  advantage,  but 
in  the  Cncerity  of  our  hearts  for  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  good  of  your  fouls;  ft>  that  there  was  no  falfhood 
or  impurity  in  the  matter,  nor  infinceuty  or  felfiih^ef? 
in  the  manner  of  our  preaching. 

4  But  as  we  were  approved  of  God  ro 

be  authoriftd  and  fund  (bed  for*  and  counted  faithful  to 

*1  ^ 

be  minified  with  a  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel,  (t  Tim* 
h  nf  12.  and  Tit •  u  3.)  as  fie  wards  of  the  myfteriea  of 
God,  (1  Cor*  iv,  |.)  even  fo  according  to  the  defign  of 
this  honourable  and  important  fcruft,  wc  pubJifh  it  when¬ 
ever  we  come,  without  any  alteration,  but  exactly  as 
we  received  it  from  him ;  not  in  fuch  a  manner,  aft 
might  be  fuited  to  the  corrupt  taftc,  notions,  or  fancier 
of  men,  to  tickle  their  ears,  gain  their  applaufe,  and 
gratify  their  humours,  lufts  and  pafltons,  by  prophefy* 
ing  fmooth  things  to  them,  or  by  concealing  any  necef- 
fary  cfo£trine,  {At Is  xx*  21,  27O  but  with  all  purity  and 
fincericy,  is  may  be  be  ft  approved  in  the  fight  of  the 
great  and  holy  God,  {Gai  i.  10,}  who,  we  are  fenfib’e, 
fcarches  and  knows  our  heam,  (Rev*  it.  23,} 

5  For  we  never,  in  dealing  with  any  fort  of  people, 
made  ufc  of  fawning  fpecches  ro  ingratiate  ourfelveB 
with  them,  or  flatter  them  with  compliments,  or  with 
vain  hopes  of  falvatton  in  a  courfe  of  fin,  impenitence 
and  unbelief,  or  upon  the  foot  of  their  own  firength 
and  rightem) (heft,  as  yc  your  (elves  can  t citify  from  all 
that  ye  have  feen,  or  heard  of  our  conduct,  and  man¬ 
ner  of  preaching  \  nor  did  we  ever  put  on  a  cioke,  or 
falfe  pretence  of  religion,  to  cover,  and  fet  a  glofs  upoft 
fecret  defigns  of  making  an  advantage  of  you*  like 
thofe  falfe  teachers,  who,  through  covetoufntfs>  vrit6 
feigned  words t  snake  a  merchandlft  of  their  bearers, 
(z  Pet.  ii.  3.}  no,  'we  can  folemnly  appeal  to  the  heart- 
fearching  God  for  the  truth  of  this. 

6  Nor  were  we  ever  ambitinus  of  vain-glory,  or  of 
feeking  the  honour  that  comes  from  man  only,  after 
the  example  of  thofe  that  tread  in  the  fteps  of  the 
fcribtfi  and  Pharifces,  {John  v,  44.  and  xii.  43.)  "We 
never  contrived,  intended,  or  endeavoured  to  be  ad-* 
mired,  careflcd  and  applauded,  while  we  were  either 
among  yog,  or  any  other  people  that  we  have  mini* 

tiered 


S  F*t  neither 
¥t  ujr  lime  u- 
fd  we  flattering 
wordr,  u  yt 
know,  noracloke 
of  covetoofnd* ; 
God  is  witoeft . 


«  Horof  men 
fought  we  fflory, 
neither  of  you, 
nor  yet  of  others 
when  we  might 
hart  beta  burden- 
fomc»  a*  the  apo- 
tlle*  of  Chrift. 
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7  But  we  wtrc 


«wtle  am  one 
fiQ,*  ever  as  a 


rui-te  dieriflictb 
her  children : 


Q  So,  btmgaf 
fcZHanatcly  defi" 
root  of  y6u,  wc 
•ere  willing  to 
ti&vc  imparted 
iota  y oil,  not  the 
goTpel  of  Codon" 
ly>  but  aUb  our 
own  *>uls  be* 
eaufc  ye  were 

dcij  UQtO  US, 


p  For  ye  re¬ 
member*  breth¬ 
ren,  oar  labour 
tod  travel;  fork* 
touring  nigh  laud 
Aayt  becau/e  we 

wonlrl  not  be 

cnargcahlc  unto 
of  you,  ax 
pr^achedr  iaitio 
vou  tlic  tfofpd  of 

0*4, 


ftred  to f  ;  no,  nor  did  we  aflume  a  high  tone  of  authors 
ty,  nor  fetrk  after  the  honour  of  a  maintenance  at  your 
expence,  lelt  fome  ftiould  have  thought  it  a  burdenfome 
tax  upon  them,  though  we  might  have  in  fitted  upon  it, 
as  the  apoflles  of  Chnft,  and  fervants  Tent  forth  by 
him,  who  faid,  The  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hiret  (Lute 
x-  7,  fee  alfo  2  Con  chap*  ix*  and  the  notes  there.) 

7  But,  on  the  contrary,  we  behaved 'with  all  humili¬ 
ty  ot  mtnd,  modefty,  meeknefs  and  gentlenefs  among 
you,  and  with  fueh  fdf-demal,  as  might  beft  ihow  our 
parental  care  and  concern  for  your  fpirhual  benefit; 
ivtn  as  a  tenderly  affetUonarc  hurling  mother  fuckle* 

her  beloved  infants,  nonrilhes  them  in  her  bofom,  bears 

*  ■  *  ■ 

with  their  weaknefs  and  frow'ardnef^,  and  does  all  flic 
can  for  their  eafe,  help  and  comfort 

8  We  in  like  manner,  being  affeftionately  de  fir  out 
of  your  edification  and  falvation,  took  great  pleafurc, 

not  on\y  jn  communicating  unto  you  the  gof* 
pel  of  the  grace  of  God,  and  dirt  ri  but  mg  fuitable  ppr- 
cions  of  it  in  due  feafon  to  you,  as  to  new-born  bahit 
who  defire  the  fine  ere  milk  of  tbs  wordy  that  ye  might 
grow  thereby,  1  Pet.  ii,  2*  but  ajfo  in  drawing  out  our 
own  fouls  with  compaffion  towards  you,  ( Ifa .  Iviii.  10.) 
in  abundant  labours,  even  to  ihe  exhaufting  of  our 
ftrength  ami  fpints,  and  ch-cr fully  hazarding  our  lives* 
which  we  were  ready  to  lay  down  for  your  lakes  ;  be* 
Caufe  ye  were  exceeding  dear  to  us,  who  have  your  fpi* 
ritual  and  eternal  concerns  entirely  at  heart. 

9  In  proof  of  this,  I  need  only  remind  you,  my  be¬ 
loved  brethren,  who  cannot  have  forgot  bow  I,  and 
my  companions,  hii  ourfelves  out  in  the  mod  fatigu¬ 
ing  and  painful  fcrvices,  while  we  were  among  you  ; 
For  ye  very  well  know,  that  we  not  only  fpeat  our 
flrength  in  miniferial  labours;  but,  when  we  were 
not  employed  in  them,  we  worked  early  and  late  at  our 
fecular  callings  to  get  our  own  livelihood,  being  un¬ 
willing  to  take  contributions  from  any  of  you  for  a  main* 
ttnance,  that  we  might  not  feem  burdenfomc ;  but 
might  preach  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  Godatfreecoft, 
and  thereby  cut  olF  all  occati on 5  froip  Our  adversaries, 
who  would  fain  reproach  us,  as  though  we  wanted 
to  make  a  gain  of  you.  (See  the  note  on  1  Con  ix.  i.) 

10  Wc 


_  _  NOTE* 

Ax  mmttttntitKe  ij  a  part  of  the  htwur  arh*r  *hirch«:  For  hia  adding  with  refer- 
thtt  h  to  be  paid  to  mtnilhm*  tenants,  cnce  hereunto,  iykf0  wc  mis  hi  bavt  ht*  hr* 
™  note 00 ii  y.  1 7,  rS.)  it  teems,  to  plainly  our  thminhu  to  hish*- 

Ujoo^h  the  word  here  «te<f  be  tUflerenr,  v'mg  waved  the  rUcht  OFmaiaUoancc,  which 
lo  be  included  a]fi>  hi  the  gtory%  which  th*  he  m^r.t  have  cUtuied, 
apoftte  did  pf  tk  ot 


Cb»  iu  Tie  Jtrfi  Epiflle  to  the  T«  Ess  A  low  i  an*  paraphrajii* 


lo  Ye  tVY  Mfit- 

■  .  ■  r  i 

neiTn,  and  Gnd 
aifet  how  holy 
and  jpfUy,  and 
wtbtipKabJjf^  we 

behaved  outfehts 
among  yen  (Jut 
kdifve: 


jq  We  can  appeal  to  your  own  confidences  to  wit- 
□eh  for  us*  as  far  as  ye  have  been  capable  of  obferviog 
our  deportment  5  and,  which  is  fti it  .greater,  and  more 
abundantly  to  our  Jatisfaftion,  we  can  folemniy  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  alt-feeing  and  heart-fgarebing  God,  who 
knows  our  principles,  motives  and  ends,  as  well  as  our 
external  afts,  that  we  exercifed  durfirives  in  a  con  fa¬ 
ctitious  di  (charge  of  alt  the  duties  of  religion  toward  God) 
andofrighreoufnefs  toward  men ;  and  in  fuch  a  fober, 
bumble,  benevolent  and  inotfcnfive  man  tier,  in  the 


tiAsyoU  kuov, 
haw  w£*xhartcd, 
and  toctifoHed  * 
and  disiged  eve¬ 
ry  ope  of  you, 
(as  a  father  thtb 
bii  children,} 
it  Tbat  ye 
would  walk  wor¬ 
thy  of  Go<f,  who 
h±th  called  you 
into  his  kingdom 
aad  f  lory* 


v  j  Tor  this 

qai:ic  alio  thunk 
we  God  without 
ctafuig  ,  heeiofc 
wlito  ye  received 
ihc  nwnl  i>f  God, 
which  ye  heard  of 
ut,  yc  received 
it  nor  m  rite  word 
of  aicii,  hut  (as  it 
is  in  truth)  the 
word  of  God, 
uhich  etfe&uaUy 
worked^  *]fe  hi 
you  that  believe* 


* 


whole  of  oar  c»nverfatio»,  as  might  beft  recommend 
the  good  ways  of  the  Lord  among  you  that  were 
brought  to  the  faith  of  Chrift  by  means  of  oar  fninifUy, 

ii,  i2  We  not  only  were  careful  tofet  you  a  good 
example,  by  oar  ova  regular  behaviour  among  you; 
bur,  as  yelikewife  well  know,  wecotmlclled,  in  treated 
and  excited  every  one  of  you,  by  all  proper  arguments, 
to  pra&ifc  the  like  Chrillian-dutics  that  are  incumbent 
upon  you  ;  and  did  all  that  in  us  lay  to  encourage  yoa 
thereunto,  and  to  comfort  you  under  ail  your  tribula¬ 
tions  i  and  we  with  the  greateft  canieRnela  teflified  tv 
you,  in  (be  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  both 

publicly  and  privately,  {Afts  n.  20.)  with  all  the  au¬ 
thority  and  afie&ion  of  a  father  to  his  children,  that 
ye  ought  to  lire  in  fuch  a  becoming  manner  as  is  fii li¬ 
able  to  the  holy  nature  and  will  of  God,  and  to  his 
high  and  (pedal  favour  toward  you,  whom,  as  appeals 
in  its  fruits  he  cffc&ually  called  by  the  gofpel,  to  par¬ 
take  of  all  the  blefiings  and  honours  of  his  kingdom  of 
■grace  in  this  world,  and  of  his  kingdom  of  glory  in  the' 
world  to  come. 

13  And  in  rcfle&ion  on  what  God  has 
among  you,  we  are  exceeding  thankful  to  him,  blefling 
and  praifing  his  holy  name  in  our  daily  addrtfles  to  hi  mi 
becaufe,  -when  we  were  fent  to  preach  the  gofpel  at 
Thijfalonica,  ye  not  only  gave  us  the  hearing,  which 
others  of  that  city  refused,  (A&s  xvii.  5.)  but,  upon 
hearing  our  raelTage,  your  hearts,  like  Lydia%  (Attsxri. 
14.)  were  opened  to  attend  to  it,  and  embrace  it  with 
reverence,  faith,  love  and  obedience  ;  and  fo  ye  belie¬ 
ved  and  affcftionatcly  entertained  it*  not  as  a  human 
fcheme,  or  upon  the  foot  of  human  authority  }  butMn 
revelation  from  God,  (which  it  rea'ly  is,)  and  upon 
the  foot  of  his  authority,  as  a  daftrine,  which,  not. 
we,  but  God  himfdf,  in  his  infinite  wifdom  and 
grace,  is  the  contriver  and  author  of,  and  com* 
miffioned  us  to  preach ;  and  which,  through  his 
fpecial  bl effing,  works  fo  powerfully  and  efficaciously 

with  iuternal  energy;  as  to  produce  a  happy  holy 

nhang? 


done  by  ub 
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T4  For  ye,  bre** 
tWo  ,  became 
folkwen  of  the 
phPTtfosof  God* 
which  to  Jadca 
lire  tP  Chrirt  [e- 

i' 

lbs;  for  ye  dfiy 
have  fort^red  like 
thiogi  your 
own  coo  n#ry  men* 
even  as  rficy  btve 
•f  the  Jew : 


1$  Who  both 
killed  the  Lord 
Jetiu,  and  their 
bvn  pmphets  t 

mil  hate  jrcrfe- 
coted .  n$ ;  and 

r  ■  p 

they  pleafe  not 
G*id,  awl  are 

cutLtury  to  all 

n»n. 


id  Forbidding 
'll?  to  fpctk  to  the 
Gentiles  *  that 
\btf  might  he 

lived* 


change  in  your  fent  I  merits,  principles  and  views,  hearts 
and  lives,  who  by  faith  received  it,  and  who  have  there* 
by  the  bed,  the  mod  farisfying  and  advantageous  demon* 
flration  to  your  own  confcieuces,  that  the  gofpel  jrfelf, 
together  with  its  wonderful  influence  upon  you,  is,  and 
could  not  bur  be,  entirely  of  God* 

14  The  powerful  and  biefled  effefts  ofthisgofpc)  upon 
you,  my  dear  brethren  in  Chrift,  are  evident,  as  has  been 
hinted,  [chap.  i.  6*)  in  your  fo  readily  receiving  it,  tho* 
attended  with  io  much  outward  affliction :  For,  from 
the  time  of  your  embracing  it  with  faith  and  love,  ye 
became  imitarors,  not  only  of  u$>  the  fervants  of  our 
Lord,  but  alfo  the  churches,  that  are  gathered  in  his 
name,  according  to  his  appointment,  for  religious  wor~ 
(hip  in  Judea  \  and  that  particularly  in  their  courage 
and  patience  under  the  tribulations  which  they  endure 
for  his  fake  :  For,  at  the  mitigation  of  furious  zealots 
at  Thcf[*hnica+  { Afts  ivii*  5,  6.)  ye  yourfelves  alfo  have 
been  intuited  and  ahufed  ;  and,  with  heroic  Chrtflian 
firmnefs  of  mind,-  have  calmly  fuhmitted  to  the  fame 
fort  of  perfections  from  people  of  your  own  country, 
as  thofe  churches,  for  the  fame  caufe,  have  cheerfully 
undergone  the  cruel  ufage  they  met  with  from  the  Jb; 
io  their  parts* 

15  Who,  in  the  madnefs  of  their  rage,  embrued 
tbeir  wicked  hands,  (Atfj  ii,  23.)  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lord  of  glory,  the  Saviour  of  his  people  from  their 
fin*i  and  therein  (hewed  themfelvcs  to  be  in  fptrit  and 
temper,  as  well  as  by  defeent,  the  children  of  thofe 

that  dealt  in  the  like  unnatural  and  rebellious  manner 

1  ■.  + 

with  the  antient  pro  pliers,  which  God  bad  raifed  up  a- 
rriong  them,  (Mat.  Ttxiii*  31,  37.}  and  they  havO  carri¬ 
ed  on  this  violent  perfection  with  the  utmofl  feverity 
againft  us,  the  apofties  and  fervants  of  Chtifl,  and  pro* 
fdlbrs  of  his  name,  and  particularly  againlt  myfclf  at 
Tbejfaimicaf  and  many  oiber  places*  And  though 
they  pretend  to  be  God’s  peculiar  favourites,  and  that 
in  killing  us,  as  they  did  Stephen  and  Jamesy  (Aids 
yii.  59^60,  and  xii.  2.)  they  are  doing  him  good  ferrice, 
(John  ivi*  2*)  they  are  really  fo  fat  from  being  accep¬ 
ted  of  him,  or  approving  themfelves  to  him,  that  they 
aft  direftly  contrary  to  his  merciful  and  holy  nature 
and  will,  law  and' gofpel ;  and  are  the  worft  of  enemies, 
not  only  to  us,  but  to  the  common  happtnefs  of  all 
mankind,  and  particularly  of  t.he  Gentiles  y  whom  they 
treat  with  the  urmolt  indignation,  contempt  and  fcorn  ; 

16  Doing  what  in  them  -lyes  to  hinder  us, 

*M“t)  the  mitiifters  of  Chrift,  from  preaching  the  gofpel 
to  the  GetfiUii  as  being  envious  at  tbeir  converfion,  in 

order 
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fared,  to  fill  up 

their  Gflfi  alway  : 
for  the  wrath  L  is 
come  upon  them 
to  the  titftrmoft* 


t  j  But  we,  bre¬ 
thren*  being  ta¬ 
ken  from  vou  for 

r 

a  Aurt  time*  in 
pretence,  not  in 

heart,  endeavour* 

ed  the  more  a~ 
bundxntty  10  fee 
y*ur  face  with 
great  tieQret 


tft  Wherefore 
we  would  have 
cent  unto  you 
(even  1  P»til) 
once  end  again,; 
out  Si  ton  hinder* 
+J  us* 


order  to  their  eternal  falvation;  they  Hill  perfifting*  by 
divine  permiflion,  in  their  obftinarr  prejudice;*  and  op-* 
pofition  to  the  Meflinh  and  his  fervams,  wherever  they 
come*  to  fill  up  the  meaftire  of  their  own  *nd  their  fa¬ 
thers  iniquities*  {Mat*  xxiiu  32.)  till  God  mil  bear 
with  them  no  longer*  as  will  foon  appear  by  the  awful 
event;  For  righteous  vengeance  has  b/gun  to  feize  ** 
and  is  about  to  come  upon  them  in  the  mod  dreadful 
executions*  (*****«)  to  eomplent  their  ruin*  and  put 
an  end  to  their  church  and  Hate*  without  red  rets*  till 
the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in,  [Rom*  xi*  25.) 

17  But  we,  dear  brethren,  were,  forefy  againtt  ouf 
will,  forced  away  from  you  all  on  a  hidden*  for  a  flwt 
feafon*  which  will  foon  be  over,  like  that  of  an  hour 
f*t*e  ***?**  by  rcafon  of  their  outrage,  who  hunted 
after  our  blood,  {AEis  xvii,  y,  10,}  \  fo  that  we  could 
no  longer  continue  with  fafety  in  perfon  amorig  you  % 
which  went  as  near  our  beans  as  it  could  to  the  heart 
of  tbe  tendere/l  dying  parents,  whether  nurfing  mo¬ 
thers,  or  afFeflionatc  fathers,  {yer*  7,  it,)  to  be  torne 

away  from  their  weak,  helplefs  and  expofird  orphans* 
(“> that  would  dearly  mifs  them  ;  But  our 
hearts  are  ftill  as  much  as  ever  with  you;  and  conftder* 
ing  how  we  were  fnatched  away  from  yoU  unawares, 
and  what  need  ye  have  of  our  further  counfd,  admo¬ 
nitions,  cautions  and  encouragements*  to  animate  and 
fortify  you  againft  the  dangers  that  furround  you,  we 
hare  been  the  inore  exceedingly  diligent,  and  have  tri¬ 
ed  all  poffible  means,  with  the  moft  affectionate  deli  re,  and 
earn  eft  folicitude  of  foul,  to  get  an  opportunity  of  com¬ 
ing  to  you  again*  and  converting  with  you  face  to  face* 

18  f  For  we  fain  would  have  returned  to  you*  and 
attempted  it  time  after  time*  even  I  Paul  especially  ; 
but  Satan,  that  great  adverfary  toChrift  and  his  gofpel, 
to  us  his  mi  at  ft  ring  fervants,  and  to  your  fouls,  cue 
out  work  for  us  in  other  places,  as  particularly  at  Berm 
and  Athens,  (Aftsiviu  13*— 34,)  by  fe  wing  the  feeds 
of  difeord  and  herefy*  and  fpiriring  up  a  violent  oppo-* 
fition  to  the  truth*  which  rendered  it  neceflary  for  us 
to  make  a  ftand  again  ft  him  and  his  inftrumejlts,  -for 
the  vindication  of  the  gofpel,  and  eftablifhmcnt  of  the 

faints 


NOTE. 

*  Thettrb,  (E^n)Seingihefirft  oompfflittf,  till  «Hoat  twenty  fars  atm* 

if  of  indetcrrrmjate  fignifatjon,  and  may,  l  wards. 

think,  be  here  mort  properly  render'd  is  a-  t  Th*  AltxendrUn  jud  Carcwtet  copies, 
bout  ttf  than  u  CQ^e  upon  them.  to  the  id  (lead  of  (£**)  whtrrjQr h\  isarl  j**ri 

tumoft;  hecaafr,  though  the  dcftrudioQ  of  and  t!'i>  feejn1!  to  sgr«  b-^'f  *ith  the  apoJW* 
that  people,  and  of  thiir  city  and  temple,  defijn  In  profdSn^  the  fi-  <ei;ty  of  hi*  great 
varc  drawing  on  ipacc,  it  was  not  fully  ac-  10  come  and  &c  them* 

Vot,  V,  t  * 
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19  For  \vh:it  rj 
onr  -iop'.'p  j y T 
or  cto  vii  of  re¬ 
joicing!  ur t  not 
even  ye  in  the 
pcfenc*  i'\  out 
l*oni  Jthi<  thrift 
at  hb  Cuming  ! 


so  Tor  ve  ire 
otir^iorf  a  lid  joy. 


faints  in  thefe  parts;  and  fo  he  laid  facto  abilities  in 
our  way,  to  entangle  and  incumber  us,  as  has  hitherto 
prevented  our  defign  of  coming  to  you:  But  yc  may  be 
well  affured  we  are  fHl?  as  mindful  of  you,  and  as  fin- 
cerely  and  aff*£lionatc)y  defirous,  as  ever,  to  return  to 
you,  if  the  Lord  permir, 

19  For  w!ut  is  the  chief  matter  of  our  hope  with  re- 
fpe£i  to  the  happy  fruit  of  our  mmiftfy*  to  animate  us 
to  it  ?  or  what  is  our  chief  joy  in  it?  or  what  the  crown 
of  our  glorying*  as  the  reward  of  our  labours  at  the 
end  of  it?  Are  not  ye  in  an  eminent  manner,  my  dear¬ 
ly  beloved,  whom,  among  other  converts,  we  expert 
to  fee  at  the  right  hand  of  Chrift,  and  to  prefent  as  a 
charts  virgin  to  him,  (2  Cor,  xi*  2.)  at  1m  fecond  com* 
ing,  when  he  i oho  is  our  life  Jbatl appear ,  and  yey  toge¬ 
ther  with  us,  [hall  appear  with  him  in  glory  ?  (CoK  iii. 

4*  t) 

'*0  For  in  refieftion  on  what  ye  already  are  through 
grace,  and  in  profpe£t  of  what  ye  (ball  then  further 
be  by  means  of  our  miniftrations  to  you,  ye  certainly 
are  at  prefent  the  glory  of  our  nunifby*  and  the  joy  of 
our  hearts  ;  and  we  doubt  not  but  we  fhall  find  you  fo 
to  a  fUU  more  exalted  degree,  at  the  day  of  Chrift; 
vht.'n  they  that  be  wife  Jhait  Jbine ,  as  the  hrightnejs  of 
the  firmament ,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righte^ufnefs9 
as  the  fears  for  ever  and  every  (Daniel  xiu  3.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  a  joy  of  heart  is  it  to  the  fervanis  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  to  be  able  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  their  hearers,  and  to  tied  himfelf,  that  they  have  been  courageous,  up¬ 
right,  I  a  ho  non  5,  hooibk,  tender,  felf- denying,  uu  blame  a  hie,  and  di  tint  crafted* 
free  from  covetoulhefs  and  va in-glory,  in  their  miniftrations  and  behaviour,  tven 
in  the  mid  ft  of  perfecutioas  and  reproaches  for  the  take  of  Chrift,  as  perfoD*  In* 
t  tufted  with  the  gofpd,  and  fee  king,  in  drfpenfing  it,  not  to  plcnfc  men,  but 
God ;  whom  they  con  lid er  as  the  fearcher  of  their  hearts !  With  what  grateful 
reflections  da  they  hkfs  his  holy  and  gracious  name,  when  he  crowns  their  la* 
bourS'Vfith  fuccefs  !  And  how  happy  is  it  for  Ihe  attendants  on  thrir  mmiftry  to 
know,  by  their  mvn  experience,  that  U  has  not  been  unprofitable  to  them ;  but 
that  they  have  been  enabled  to  receive  it  with  reverence,  faith,  and  hive,  merely 
upon  the  foot  of  its  divine  authority*  and  have  felt  its  powerful  operation  in  their 
own  fouls,  to  animate  them  unto  all  patience  in  fullering  for  Chrift,  after  the 
example  of  the  molt  celebrated  churches,  and  unto  all  holy  con  ver  fat  ion  and 
godliuefs,  to  (table  to  their  privileges  and  obligations,  as  true  believers,  whom 
God  has  t  Actually  called  by  the  gufpel,  to  inherit  all  the  biddings  and  honours 
of  his  kingdom  of  grace  here  and  of  glory  hereafter!  Alas  1  how  defperatdy 
malignant  again  ft  Chrift,  and  his  fervants  and  dHciplcs,  is  a  fpirit  of  perfecurion  J 
It  is  a  direct  imitation  of  the  great  adverfary  the  devil*  rind  promotes  bis  iutcreft 
JH>< l  defigns,  under  his  wicked  influence;  it  fills  up  the  mcafurc  of  their  iniqui¬ 
ties,  who  perfift  in  the  practice  of  it ;  and  ripens  them  for  deftrudion,  till  wrath 

comes 

NOT  JL 

+  In  the  like  a ffeftionatc  flow  of  language  they,  (o  whom  he  was  writing,  were  the 
the  apoflle  wrote  co  die  PhifippiaKSt  ehstp.  only  matter  of  his  jej,  (fte  the  ircie 
*v*  w  to  endear  luicftlf  to  them,  though 
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comes  upon  them  to  the  ut  term  oft.  But  with  what  parental  tendernefs  d«  faith¬ 
ful  paftore  fympathize  with  their  flocks  in  their  tribulations  !  How  gladly  would 
they  vifit,  afiift,  encourage*  and  comfort  them  under  their  trials*  as  opportunity 
oilers!  And  with  what  flowing  affrdliou  do  they  think  of  the  dear  fcals  of  their 
rniniftry*  as  their  glory  and  joy,  and  a*  thole  whom  they  truft  the  Lord  Jefua 
Chrift  will  publicly  own,  as  the  crown  of  their  rejoicing,  when  he  fhall  come  to 
judge  the  world  at  the  laft  day. 


m  i  !■* 


CHAP,  III* 


The  apojlle  gives  fill  further  proof  of  his  great  affeBim  to  them ,  in 
his  having  fent  Timothy  to  ejlablijh  and  comfort  them ,  1,-5-  In 
his  rejoicing  at  the  good  tidings  of  their  faith  and'love ,  6S — 9*  And 
in  his  praying  for  an  opportunity  of  returning  to  themi  and  for 
their  perfeverance  and  increaje  in  grace ,  till  the  fecond  coming  of 
Chrijly  io, — 13, 


Text* 


W Hereford  t 
when  wc 
could  no  long* 
cr  forbear  *  we 
thought  it  good 
to  be  Left  at 
then*  alone : 


Paraphrase, 

QO  great  was  the  folicitude  of  my  mind  about  you, 
^  as  young  converts  in  the  perilous  circtimftances  in 
which  I  was  forced  all  of  a  Hidden  co  leave  you,  that 
when,  upon  my  arriving  at  Athens ,  (A£t$  xvii,  15.) 
and  meeting  with  various  difappoint merits  of  my  feheme 
for  returning  to  you,  I  grew  more  uneafy  in  my  con¬ 
cern  for  you,  than  i  well  knew  how  any  longer  to  bear, 
or  conceal  from  you;  *  I  rather  chofe  to 

be  left  there  alone,  to  ft ruggk  with  the  many  difficulties 
I  had  to  encounter,  in  difputes  with  the  Jews*  and 
with  the  Epicurean  and  Stoic  pMIofophers,  ( ASts  xvii* 
17,  18,)  chan  to  remain  uncertain  about  the  (late  of 


3  And  ftnt 
Timothens,  our 
brother  and  mini* 
Act  of  God,  and 
our  fellow-labour¬ 
er  in  the  goiptl 
of  Chrift,  to 
blith  you,  and  to 
Comfort  you  con* 
ttrning  your 
fckb: 


your  affairs,  or  neglect  any  thing  that  might  contribute 
to  your  help* 

2  And  therefore,  though  I  much  needed  the  com¬ 
pany  and  afGltance  of  the  dear  limothyy  who  was  there, 
and  might  have  been  very  ufeful  to  me,  and  is  indeed 
my  affectionate  brother,  and  a  faithful  mini  ft  ring  fer- 
vanc  after  God's  own  heart,  commiflioned  by  his  autho¬ 
rity,  and  richly  endowed  with  gifts  and  graces,  to  pro¬ 
mote  fmcaufe  and  kingdom  in  the  world,  and  is  a  la¬ 
borious  copartner  with  me  in  the  work  of  preaching 
that  blefled  gofpd  of  falvation  which  has  Chrift  for  its 
author  and  principal  fubjeff ;  yet,  for  your  fakes,  I 
cheerfully  parted  with  that  excellent  young  evangeiift* 
and  difpatched  him  to  you,  that  he  might  know  how 

matters 


NOTE,  , 

*  Though  SilvfinfU  or  SiU i  and  Timothy  aica,  (fee  the  nnie  on  Afis  xvm  sO 
were  with  theapgftk  Paul  a t  Corittih  whui  hi  (hough  lie  ftill  /peaks  in  the  plural  number, 
wrote  this  cpiftle  from  thence,  chap.  1.  yet  he  had  given  notice,  chap,  ii,  tb.  that  ■vhar 
Sites  leans  net  to  have  been  With  him  while  he  w%»  *  *y;ngT  in  a  wi v  «f  concern  tor  them, 
be  was  At  Athens ;  and  fb  he  was  done  after  end  cfetiTT  vf  i«ing  them*  rdated  ju  a  pecu* 
be  bad  fcnt  llmiby  f tzm  thence  to  Tbrjvfo-  liar  uuDucr  10  biav (cliV 

O  a 
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matters  go  with  you*  ( ver ,  5.)  j  and  rhar*  fupplying 
my  place,  he  might  labour  to  ftrengthen  and  confirm 
your  faith  in  Chrift*  and  in  the  great  doctrines  of  the 
goipei,  and  ^vcTxaxr<ra#J  might  exhort  you  to  hold  them 

fart*  and  help  to  revive  a  ivrtet  feufe  in  your  fouls  of 
the  glorious  advantages  and  delights  that  will  re  full 
from  your  faith*  even  in  this  world*  and  much  more 
rn  the  world  to  come. 


3  That  no  man 
fhoutd  he  moved 
by  ihcfc  aftbe- 
fW  yout- 
iclves  know  that 
W'c  ate  appointed 
thereunto* 


4  For  rcriTy 
when  we  were 
With  ytm  \vc  [old 
you  befotc,  that 
we  Oiouid  farter 
tribulation  :  even 
as  h  came  to  pafs* 
a  ad  ye  kuow. 


j  For  this  ctafe^ 
when  j  could  no 
longer  forbear,  I 
ibntto  kro*  your 
faith,  lsrffr  by  Ibroe 
tp tans  the  temp¬ 
ter  bavt  tempted 
yov%  and  opr  la* 
hour  he  in  Vain. 


3  'I  bat  fc  none  of  you  might  be  difheartened,  or  dag¬ 
gered,  at  the  perfecutioiifi  which  both  yourfelvcs  and 
we,  the  minifies  of  Cbrift,  have  endured  for  his  fake: 
And  yc  ought  not  to  be  difcouiaged  or  fhaken  in  mind 
on  this^accouiu  ;  for'  as  the  worft,  as  well  as  the  bell* 
that  is  to  be  expected  from  your  faithful  adherence  to 
ChriU  has  been  fet  before  you*  ye  cannot  but  know* 
that  God,  in  his  eternal,  infinitely*  wife  and  holy  cmin* 
fels,  has  appointed  us*  the  fervams  and  difciples  of 
Jcfus,  to  fofferings  for  his  fake,  as  well  as  to  be  partakers 
ot  his  glory*  (1  Peter  n,  12*  13.) 

4  For  even  whtn  1  and  my  feUowJabourers  were 
prefem  with  you  f,  we  warned  you  before* hand  to 
prepare  lor  rhe  worft*  that  as  all  that  v/ill  live  godly  \n 
Chrijl  Jefusjhall fvffer perJecutioTiy  andmuji  through  much 
tribulation  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  Godf  (2  '1  im.  iii. 
i2,  A£U  iv,  14,  22,};  fo  we  fboidd  certainly  have  our 
ffiare  in  the  common  lot  *  and  accordingly*  as  ye  may 
well  re  mem  her,  it  foon  afterward  proved  in  the  event; 
ye  yourfelvcs  having  experienced  it,  and  been  eye-wiu 
neffes  of  the  Jtorm  that  fell  upon  us  at  7heJfalonicaf 
(A£ks  xyiU  5,  dr £.) 

5  When  therefore,  as  was  faid  before,  (ver*  1*  2.)  I 
could  no  longer  bear  the  anxiety  of  my  mind  concern¬ 
ing  you,  on  account  of  the  difficult  and  trying  ear- 
cumitances  in  which  I  was  forced  to  leave  you*  1  fent 
the  beloved  and  faithful  Timothy  to  fee  how  it  fares  with 
your  faith;  having  z  godly  jeahvfy  over  youy  (2  Cor.  xi* 
2 .)  left  by  the  violence  ot  persecutions*  and  fubtlc  in* 
rrigucs  of  falfe  teachers*  and  by  inward  fuggcflions,  or 
any  other  means,  that  malicious*  artful,  and  bufy  ad* 
verfary*  the  devil*  might  have  thrown  temptations  in 
your  way*  to  turn  you  back  from  Cbrift  and  thegofpcl; 
and  fo  all  the  hopeful  pains*  we  had  taken  for  your  con* 
verfion,  Jhould  have  proved  to  be  ineffe£tual,  2nd  the 

prormfing 


W  0  T  E, 

f  By  tbi*  time  both  Si'fat  and  Timtfy  they  were  there  with  b'lti,  and  To  may  be  ur-* 
Were  come  to  ilic  a  polite  at  CwWi,  as  ip-  dimnod  to  include  them  with  himfrlf  ia 
pears  from  ABs  xviji,  i,  j.  compared  with  ^hat  he  Tpeats  in  (he  plural  number  in 
the  iiiJerijjEion  of  this  rpitUe:  end  he  here  iud,  moftly  at  Lusift,  in  tome  following  verfVt* 
rvtm  to  what  had  pall  at  TbeJkioAJc^  when 
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C  But  DOW 

vhcn  Timotheus 
«imc  from  you 
unto  us  ,  and 
brought  u*  good 
tidings  of  your 
frith  and  charity, 
and  that  ye  have 
gnod  re  mem¬ 
bra  net  of  iu»  al¬ 
ways  defiring 
greatly  to  fce  u% 
as  we  olfo  ft  fit 
you . 


y  Therefore  , 
brethren ,  c  were 
torn  furled  river 
you,  io  all  our 
afflictions  and  di- 
ftrefi,  by  yoor 


8  Bor  now  we 
live,  if  ye  ffand 
lift  to  the  Lord, 


9  For  what 
thanks  can  wt 
render  to  God  a- 
gaio  f<»r  you,  for 

all  the  joy  where¬ 
with  we  joy  for 
your  fakes  before 
wr  God. 


pro  mi  ting  appearances  fhould  have  come  to  nothing,  at 
leaft  as  ro  Come  of  you*  dire£Uy  contrary  to  our  ftrong 
perfuafion  in  the  judgment  of  charity,  founded  upon 
riiible  effects,  (chap*  i*  4,  5,  fee  the  note  there,)  that  ye 
really  were  the  beloved  and  chofen  of  God  to  eternal 

falvation* 

6  But  now  my  former  good  hopes  concerning  you 
are  abundantly  confirmed*  When  our  dear  brother 
Timothy  lately  returned  from  you  to  us  at  Corinth,  (Acia 
xviii*  5.  fee  the  note  there,)  he  gave  us  the  molt  agree¬ 
able  and  fiitisfaftory  account,  that,  notwithflanding  all 
your  trials  and  dangers,  ye  continue  tledfifl  in  the  faith 
of  the  gofpel,  and,  as  a  proof  of  its  fincerity,  in  your 
love  to  Cbrift,  and  to  his  ordinances  and  ways,  to  one 
another,  and  to  all  his  faithful  feevancs;  and  particular* 
iy  that  ye  retain  an  affectionate  remembrance  of  us  in 
your  daily  prayers,  and  a  lively  fenfe  of  the  excellent 
doctrines,  we  preached,  and  are  often  fpeaking  of  our 
peri'ons  and  miniltry  with  die  cm  and  honour ;  and  that, 
in  reflexion  on  the  benefit  ye  received  by  our  former 
kboun.among  you,  ye  are  earneflly  defirous  of  feeing 
us  again,  as  I  have  aflured  you,  (chap*  u.  17*}  wr  alio 
are  to  fee  and  be  further  afliltam  to  you, 

7  Having  therefore,  beloved  brethren,  received 
the  Pc  good  tidings  of  your  fleady  pcrfevtrrance  in  the 
faith  of  Cbrift,  anA of  its  genuine  fruits,  our  rejoicing 
on  your  account  entirely  removed  all  the  painful  anxiety 
about  you,  that  before  diftreffed  our  minds,  (1 rcr*  5.); 
and  was  a  reviving  cordial  to  us  under  all  the  troubles 
that  we  have  been  expofed  to  here  for  the  gofpel’s  fake, 
(AEtj  xviii.  t,— 18.) 

8  For  whatsoever  were  our  difficulties  here,  and  our 

^  ■ 

dejections  and  folicirude  concerning  you  before,  which 
were  like  death  to  us,  we  are  now  alive  and  comfortable 
m  our  own  fouls,  and  go  on  cheerfully  in  our  work  3' 
fince  (***}  ye  continue  ftedfaft  in  your  adherence  to  the 
Lord  JefuS,  and  hold  fajl  the  profefton  ofyourfaitk  witb- 
eut  wavering)  (Heb*  x.  2  j*)  W£  having  no  greater 
joy  than  tojind  that  ye,  our  fpintual  children,  wait  in 
truth *  (3  John  ver_,  3,  4.) 

9  For  confidcring  the  happy  fhte  of  your  affairs,  How 
can  we  ever  he  thankful  enough,  in  fnrlh  returns  of 
gratitude  and  praife  to  our  God,  for  bis  grace  bellow?- 
ed  upon  you,  and  for  giving  us  hearts  to  rejoice  fo  ex¬ 
ceedingly  in  it :  Tins  wc  fmcerely  do,  as  in  bio  fight 
and  prefence,  who  knows  that  we  arc  greatly  afiedted 
in  every  reflection  upon  it,  and  whenever  wc  appear 
before  him  in  our  folemri  devotions* 


jo 
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io  Klj^ht  and 
day  praying  ex¬ 
ceedingly  thac^c 
m'ght  fee  your 
face,  zsd  might 
perfect  that  which 
is  lacking  in  your 

bsmhi 


it  Now  God 
himfclf,  and  our  . 
Far  her!  and  o«a 
Lord  Jefa^ChriflC 
direct  our  way 
unto  you. 


It  Am!  the 

liOrd  make  you 

to  ioerrafe  and 
ahonnd  in  lo?e 
one  towards  ano¬ 
ther  ,  and  to* 
vudiinil)  men, 
even  as  we  do  to¬ 
wards  yon : 


io  So  near  do  ye  lye  to  our  hearts,,  that  in  our  Rated 
addreflesto  God  every  evening  jand  morning,  (fee  the 
note  on  z  Tim .  j.  3.)  and  at  all  other  feafons  of  approach* 
ing  him,  our  prayers  are  carried  out  to  an  extraordinary 
degree  of  importunity  and  fervour,  (v^nr  that, 

if  it  be  his  bleflVd  will,  we  might  havean  opportunity  of 
making  you  a  vifit  once  again;  and  of  being  farther  in- 
ftrumental,  in  his  hand,  for  giving  you  a  complete  view 
of  the  doflrines  of  faith,  which  we  could  not  do  while 
we  were  with  you,  by  reafon  of  our  being  driven  away 
from  you  before  we  Wert  aware,  [dEis  xvii.  io.)  and 
for  cllablifhing,  fettling,  and  further  building  you  up 
iti  your  molt  holy  faith,  and  helping  you  againft  all 
the  dcfeAs,  which  as  to  its  extern,  clearnefs,  and  live¬ 
ly  excercife,  ftill  attend  th^t,  and  every  other  grace ;  aft 
there  will  be  fomethirg  of  this  kind  of  defeft,  in  both 
thefe  confiderations  of  it,  not  only  in  young,  rhough 
growing  converts,  but  even  in  the  moll  advanced  Chri* 
Ilians  upon  earth. 

ix  Now  in  order  to  your  help  herein,  we  ftill  con* 
tinue  to  be  importunate  in  cor  prayers,  that  God  him- 
felf,  whufe  kingdom  rules  over  aJI,  and  who  is  your 
and  our  covenant  God  and  Father;  and  that  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  who,  in  his  office ‘Capacity, 
is  Head  over  all  things  to  the  church,  (Ephef.  i.  22,} 
would  plcafe  to  order,  by  on  over-ruling  providence, 
that  our  way  be  made  plain,  and  our  courfe  may  be 
foon  directed,  as  it  were  in  a  ftraight  line  to  you,  (*a* 

free  from  all  the  difficulties  and  avocations 
that  have  hitherto  obftruSed  it. 

12  And  as  we  know  that  all  the  fuccefs  of  our  beft 
deGgns  and  endeavours  depend  entirely  on  the  divine 
b! effing,  our  heart’s  defire  and  prayer  is*  that,  whether 
we  be  permitted  to  come  to  you,  or  nor,  the  Lotd  Je- 
fos,  who  is  a  head  of  influence,  as  well  as  of  govern¬ 
ment,  would  enable  you  by  his  Spirit  ftill  more  and 
more  to  grow  and  increafeto  an  overflowing  in  your 
affeftionate  Chrifthm  love  and  in  its  abounding  fruits 
and  effefts,  by  all  manner  of  means,  one  towards  an* 
other,  as  members  of  the  fame  chutch,  and  of  the  bo- 


*c 

*1 

+< 


*  The 

wruld 
in  )nve 
leech '  t*. 


dy  of  Chrift,  and  as  children  of  the  fame  heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther;  and  towards  a!l  the  faints  in  general,  of  what 
denomination  foever  they  be;  and  even  in  all  good-will 
towards  all  men,  of  every  chara&er,  with  as  much 

fincerity 

T  E. 

Hid  already  Jive  ja  the  praflkrof  it;  and  he 
there  exprefs-Iy  obiervcs  to  their  commc/iriz* 
tion,  th*t  1  hey  *4  did  if  towards  -at!  the  bio 
u  ihrcji,  which  vert  in  ail  Macedonia/* 


N  O 

aprdlU’s  praying  that  lf  the  J_*>rtl 
make  them  to  wcrtttk  and, -bound 
otic  towards  another*  and  his  be¬ 
lt  the;ii  to  ittcteile  more  and  mere 
therein/'  thap.  iv,  to.  fappc:fv  £h;t  :hty 


ctuui. 


TbeJUji  Epiflk  to  the  ThESSALOKIANs  parapbrafed,  IOJ 


tj  Tothcend 
be  uny  ftabhfh 
yoiu  hearts  Uiv 
b'^meiblc  in  ho- 
I  h  eft  before  God, 

even  'jmt  Fa 'her, 

ar  Uv  onnir*^  of 
t>ur  [jOtd  ItTus 

Cnrft  wit k  all  ills 
Aim*. 


finceriry  and  abounding  therein,  as  our  affection  does 
toward  you, 

13  To  the  end  that,  in  this  way  and  manner*  he  may 
ftrengthen,  fettle,  and  confirm  your  whole  fouls  in  e- 
very  grace,  and  in  the  doftnne  of  the  gofpel ;  and  may 
preferve  you  blamelefs  in  every  good  word  and  work* 
and  in  all  holy  cwiverfation,  to  fuch  a  degree*  as  is  at 
prelent  well-plc-afing  in  the  eyes  of  the  infinitely  pure 
and  all  feeing  G^d,  even  our  reconciled  God  ami  Fa* 
rher,  and  as  Hull  continue  until*  and  ifiue  hi  your  bring 
prefentrd  holy  and  unblameabh*  and  tmre  prove  able  in  his 
fight ,  (CoL  i*  u-J  at  thelVcond  appearance  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  who  will  come  to  judge 
the  world*  with  a  bright  retinue  of  all  his  glorified 
faints  nnd  holy  angels*  at  the  laft  day*  [Chap*  iv.  t6, 17* 
2  Thejf*  i,  7»  xo.  and  Judet  vcr.  J4* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

TVhat  an  amiable  example  to  gofpcbmimfters  has  the  great  apoftte  fet  in  his 

warm  affedlian  to,  and  felicitous  concern  for  the  church  !  Thry,  Jite  him, 
ought  to  demtmftrate 'thenc. love  to*  and  ufe  all  means  for  the  eftahlijhmen-  and 
comfort  of  the  foul*  that  are  under  their  watch  and  care ;  and  for  taking  off  dif- 
eouragcmetrts  that  might  jtrife  from  the  hardfhips  for  the  fake  of  the  gofpel, 
which  Cod,  in  his  wife  and  holycounftfs  and  providence,  has  allotted  to  them* 
and  given  thnn  reafon  to  expcA,  And,  ah  !  what  a  touching  and  painful  grief 
of  heart  is  it  to  tender  and  faithful  pallors  to  be  afraid,  left,  through  the  futility  and 
violence  of  'atsm  and  his  enuflarits,  profeObrs,  of  whom  they  have  hoped  well, 
ftouhi  tnifearry,  and  ill  the  labour  that  had  been  fpent  upon  them  fhouldcnmc  to 
nothing  !  But  0  t  the  joy  that  fprmgsupm  their  fouls,  and  adds  a  relilh  to  life 
itfnf,  when  they  find  that  their  dearly  beloved  charge  continue  ftedfaft  m  the 
faith,  and  that  their  faith  works  by  love  to  Chrift  and  one  another,  and  to  his 
miniftring  iVrvants,  efpecially  to  fuch  of  them  as  have  been  inflru merits  of  their 
corwerfjou;  and  *hat  U  fpreads  with  a  benevolent  temprr  towards  aJI  mankind, 
as  fuch  l  How  docs  their  knowledge  of  this  engage  their  thank f id nefs  to  find, 
and  animate  them  to  so  on  with  chccrfulnefs  apd  joy  in  all  their  fervicra  and  fur* 
ferings  j  and  to  contribute,  what  in  them  lyes,  for  the  further  tflaUiJJi  merit  of 
their  flockV  faith  and  love,  and  for  perfecting  all  which  concerns  them,  that  they 
may  be  unbhmeabte  in  holinef&Jn  the  fight  of  Cod,  until,  and  in  the  day  of 
Chrilt  l  For  this  they  have  a  longing  defire  to  fee  them*  and  be  further  help¬ 
ful  to  them  ;  for  this  they  labour,  whether  prrient  or  a  blent,  looking  up  to  God 
to  dirLci  their  way;  and  for  this  they  continually  pray  to  the  God  of  all  grace, 
as  their  God  and  Father  in  Chrift,  and  to  the  Lord  JtTu  s ,  as  their  great  and  only 
Head  and  Mediator,  who  will  certainly  appear  n  *lecond  time  to  the  falvation 
of  all  the  faints*  And  may  it  be  our  chief  concern,  and  happy  Jut,  to  be  found 
among  them  whom  he  will  gather  together  to  be  glorified  with  him  at  the 
la  ft  day! 


CHAP.  IV, 

The  upcjlte  exhorts  the  ThdValonians  to  chajiity  and  hAinefs  in  their 
fives ,  I,— 8-  Tq  brotherly  love*  a  pe/ic cable  behaviour ,  and ditigr nee 
in  their  fecul&r  callings  y*— 12.  And  to  moderate  their  griff  r 

the 
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the  death  of  godly  relations  and  friends*  in  confederation  of  the  g h+ 
riotts  refurreSion  of  their  bodies  at  Chrijl’s  fecond  arming  ;  from  which 
time  forwards ,  all  the  jaints  that  may  then  be  dead ,  or  living  Mptnt 

the  earth ,  Jhall  be  fver  with  the  £ordj  13,-1-18* 


Text. 


tUrihcr  -  more 
(hen  wc  be- 
feerh  y<Hl  w*- 
IhrcD,  and  ex¬ 


hort  yw  by  the 
I  Aid  Ufus,  that, 
a*  vc.  have  reed* 
vtd  of  mt  liow  ye 
ought  to  wdfcj 
^ndtoplcawCod* 

ft>  Y«  WOTlM  A' 

■  H 

bound  more  and 


|pqr?f 


1  For  ye  know 
what  command- 
jnenu  we  gave 

you  by  the  Lord 

Jeliij, 


3  Tor  thi&  tf 
the  will  of  God* 
fTvu  your 
fir*' kit,  tha'  ye 
fboftUt  uhfbua 
frOui  forckauvui 


4  Tbit  every 
or  yoc  iV  nld 
know  how  *  o  poi- 

fefi 


Paraphrase. 

IN  order  to  your  being  eflablilhed  in  holinefs  at  the 
coming  of  our  Lord  jefus  Chrilt  with  all  the  faints, 
[chap,  lii.  1 3-)  it  remains  then,  {** my  dearly 
beloved  brethren,  that  we  with  all  tendernefs  and  af¬ 
fection  intreat  you,  and  with  all  authority  in  the  name, 
for  cbe  fake,  and  in  the  ftead  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour, 
tnjoin  and  excite  you,  that,  and  as  ye  have  had  direc¬ 
tions  and  commands  from  us,  under  the  infpi  ration  of 
his  Spirit  relating  to  the  manner  in  which  yc  ought  to 
order  the  whole  courfe  of  your  religious  and  moral  con* 
vcrhiion,  in  ail  well-pleafingnefs  to  God,  thro*  Chrift; 
and  that,  us  ye  have,  generally  {peaking,  attended  to  our 
exhortations,  and  put  them  into  practice  hitherto  j  fo 
ye  would  labour,  by  divine  grace,  to  improve  and  ex¬ 
cel  therein  every  day  yet  more  and  more* 

2  For  ye  well  know,  and  cannot  but  remember, 
what  holy  precepts  we  delivered  to  you,  when  we  were 
with  you,  as  the  rule  of  your  behaviour  in  all  things; 
and  with  wh  u  folemn  and  evangelical  arguments  we 
enforced,  and  bound  them  upon  your  confciences,  by 
the  immediate  aurhority  of  the  exalted  Lord  and  Saviour 
of  his  body,  the  church* 

3  For,  as  ye  have  often  heard  from  us,  who  have 
preaghed  moral  duties,  as  wdl  as,  and  upon  the  fourr- 
darion  of  evangelical  doctrines,  this  is  the  ordaining, 
approving,  and  perceptive  will  of  God,  yea,  is  what 
he  intended  in  bellowing  his  grace  upon  you,  namely, 
that,  encouraged  by  the  promifes  of  bis  covenant,  ye 
cleanfe  you rf elves  from  ail  fillhinefs  of  flefi  and  /pint* 
peffeSHng  kolincfs  in  his  feary  (2  Cor-  vii.  k),  and  par¬ 
ticularly,  that  ye  carefully  avoid,  and  keep  at  the  te- 
moteft  diliance  from  Ample  fornication,  and  all  man¬ 
ner  of  unckannefs,  (fee  the  note  on  1  Cor.  v ,  t.)  in 
thought,  word,  and  deed,  and  from  every  thing  that 
tends  towards,  or  might  be  an  enticement  to  that  fin, 
which  the  Gentile  converts  efpeciaHy  among  you  may 
have  beep  mod  guilty  of,  in  the  days  of  their  unregener 
racy,  and  may  be  flill  roo  much  in  danger  of  being 
drawn  mtq,  through  the  temptations  that  furround 
{hem  from  their  old  acquaintance* 

4  In  opp:»fj:icn  thcieunto,  it  is  plainly  the  will  of 
God,  that  4II  and  every  one  of  you,  whether  JewiJh  or 
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fcfs  bts  Tfflcl  in 

4an£KficatioD  aad 
honour ; 


s  Not  In  the 
of  CQncu- 

p  licence,  even  as 
.he  G^m  ilcs 

which  know  not 

God: 


Gentile- believers,  (liotild  know  by  the  gofpel,  and  oar 
miniflry  of  it,  his  indifpenfabte  obligation  to,  and  in 
what  manner,  and  by  what  motives,  means,  and  aflifU 
ances  from  above,  he  may  occupy  and  make  ufe  of  hia 
body  *,  which  is  the  receptacle  of  the  foul,  with  tern-* 
perance,  chaftity,  and  purity,  and  with  honour  to  God, 
to  human  nature,  to  the  Chriftian  character,  and  to  the 
relation  which  the  bodies  of  the  faints  bear  to  the  Holy 
Ghoit,  as  his  temple.  (See  i  Cor .  vi.  18,  ip,  30,) 

5  The  Chriftian  therefore  is  hy  no  means  to  indulge, 
or  give  way  to  any  gratification  of  defiling  paflions,  ap* 
psti>s  and  inclinations,  that  work  with  fenlual  defire 
alter  unlawful  embraces  of  any  kind  \  fuch  as  are  prac* 
rifed  by  rhe  idolatrous  heathens,  that  are  ft  rangers  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  only  living  and  true  God,  and  are 
notorioufly  infamous  for  the  v licit  abominations*  {Horn* 


€  Thatnoffuw 
go  beyond  and 
defraud  fns  bro¬ 
ther  in  any  mat¬ 
ter:  becanfe  that 
the  Laid  is  the 
avenger  of  ill 
fuch,  a*  vre  alP> 
have  for  warned 
y>B,and  tcflifiel* 


T  Fnr  God  hjith 

n-'t  ciW$  i  us  nia- 

0  iclciifTJiifi  t 

Un  tiutg  h^Uuefs* 


L  24,“2S.) 

6  We  furthermore  befeech  and  cohort  you,  in  the 
name  of  Chrift,  that  none  of  you  ever  dare,  by  any 
means,  to  aft  a  difhoneft  part  of  what  nature  foever, 
much  lefs  to  tranfgrefs  in  this  matter,  fo  as,  through 

vicious  inclinations,  to  break  in  upon  the  matrimonial 
bond,  by  gtfing  into  fuch  a  criminal  con  ver  fat  ion  with 
the  wife  uf  any  one  that  may  be  called  a  brother  f  in 
a  religious  fenfe,  or  even  as  a  member  of  civil  fociety, 
and  partaker  of  human  nature,  as  would  be  an  injury 
to  him,  and  a  violation  of  her  chaftity;  For  tuhoremon^ 
gw s  &ud  adulterers  God  will  judge  ^  (Heb,  xiii.  4.)  fo  as 
to  execute  dreadful  vengeance,  in  a  way  ofjult  retribu¬ 
tion,  upon  all  perfons  that  allow  themfirlves  in  fuch 
wicked  practices,  as  we  likewife  formerly  in  our  mint- 
flu: ions  to,  and  converts  with  you,  have  lerioufly  fort- 
warned  you  of  it,  and  bore  witaefs  again  ft  this  fin,  as 
abominable  in  his  fight. 

y  For  the  infinitely  holy  God,  In  calling  us  by  his 
gofpel  and  his  grace  to  the  knowledge  and  fdlowfhip 
of  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  was  fo  far  from  defining  to 
allow  us  to  live  in  any  iniquity,  which  is  the  defilement 
of  our  nature,  or  in  any  fort  of  uncleanncfs ;  that  on 
the  contrary,  he  has  thereby  laid  us  under  the  highell 

obligations 


NOTES. 


*  tfi.r  vtffel  may  be  ftfppofcd  to  fipilfy 
Ata  wifi,  who  is  called  tko  weaker  (1 

Pet,  iii.  iiiit  ir  leans  more  ^rceih!t  to 
the  manner  of  the  apoftieTs  arguing  here  a- 
gain  ft  fjmplc  farnirarhn,  10  under  ft  and  it  of 
his  hody*,  which  is  fpohen  of  as  0 

t  Sim  xxi,  and  t  Cor,  ii.  6. 

t  it  is,  \  think,  juftly  nlftrved  by  fome, 
^Jiit  &rmi  ait  'i  deftt&diag  jfrit  brother 


relates  not,  chiefly  at  taift,  to  what  we  cjII 
mural  hwtftjfo  but  to  violating  the  right  and 
property  that  a  man  ha*  In  hit  wife,  by  in- 
vaiisTig  his  peculiar  10  her;  This  make* 
it  all  uf  a  pi  ere  with  the  ’forrgomg  and  ful- 
lowing  context ;  and*  pci-hapa,  here  may  be 
fame  reference  to  the  tmrfimrat  fin  between 
man  and  man,  which  was  pr^flTcd  among 
the  GentikS}  Rom.  i.  1 6,  xj. 


1*6  The firfi  Epifile  to  the  TheualOnmnS  paraphrnfed.  Cfi,  ir« 


%  He  therefore 
lh*t  Wtfpifeth , 
*Jc£pi  firth  not 

ma,  but  God, 
«ho  h»th  atfo 
given  unto  us  his 
Holy  Spirit. 


9  Batt&toneh 
fng  brother!' 
love,  ye  need  no 
that  I  write  uni 


yoct  fecyeyotir- 
&tm  arc  uught 
of  God  to  love 

Me  auotfeor* 


to  Arid  indeed 
fc  do  ii  towards 
it!  the  brethren, 
vf'kh  are  in  all 
Macedonia ;  but 
»c  befecch  you, 
brethren,  that  ye 
inert*  fe  more  and 
motet 


obligations,  and  enforced  them  by  additional  motives, 
to  be  chaftc  and  holy,  in  all  manner  of  con  m  fat  ion, 
and  without  blame,  before  him  in  love. 

8  Whofover  therefore  he  be,  that  rcjeQs  thefe  admo¬ 
nitions  and  commands,  or  treats  tlu  m  with  negleG  and 
contempt,  does  not  therein  put  a  flight  upon  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  men,  as  not  to  be  regarded  ;  but  in  reality  de- 
fpifes,  and  rejefls  the  authority  of  the  giear  God'h'm* 
fclf,  as  delivering  them  bv  his  infpirtd  fervants; 
even  of  that  God,  who  hath  alfo  given  to  us  his  Holy 
Spirit,  to  (peak  in  and  hy  us ;  and  fo  has  given  a  di¬ 
vine  fa  net  ion  to  what  we  fay  bom  him;  fj  yea,  w*io 
hath  given  his  enlighrning  and  fanfiifying  Spirit  to  all 
of  us  who  are  true  believers,  to  dirt£t  and  engage  3 
ready  compliance  with  every  duty,  that  he  enjoins  up¬ 
on  us. 

9  But  as  to  the  great  duty  of  love  which  Bands  in 
dtred  oppofition  to  the  foreHnenti  ned  vices,  and  which 
ye  in  a  fpecial  manner  owe  to  one  another,  as  brethren 
in  the  faith,  hope,  holinefs,  and  bieffings  of  the  gofpel, 
I  need  not  inculcate  this  upon  you,  as  though  ye  were 
backward  to  it:  For  ye  yourfejves,  as  Chriffians,  have 
fuch  a  lively  fenfe  of  your* obligation  to  it,  and  fuch 
ftrong  difpofitions  for  it,  by  the  teachings  of  God*s  word 
and  Spirit,  as  to  know  from  fwcer  experience  what 
this  cordial  affe£tion  toward  fellow-Chriftiins  means, 
as  I  have  already  fuppofed  in  my  prayers,  that  yc  may 
intreaft  and  abound  in  it,  {fee  the  note  on  chap*  iii,  r 

10  And  lam  well  fau&Jied  that,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  ye  arc  inclined  and  enabled  to  pratt ife  this  ami* 
able  and  important  duty,  as  eminently  appears  in  your 
exemplary  temper  and  behaviour,  not  only  toward  the 
man  be  re  of  your  own  church,  but  even  to  all  your  Chrif- 
tian  brethren  in  the  faith  and  fdlowfhip  of  rhegofptri, 
all  around  you,  hi  the  various  churches  chat  arc  planted 
throughout  the  province  of  Macedonia  ;  fo  that  nothing 
remains  for  me  to  do  on  this  head,  but  only  to  excite 
and  encourage  you,  my  dear  brethren,  to  perfeverc  and 
excel  yet  more  and  more  in  your  fervour  therein,  and 
in  every  ftntable  demon  ft  ration  of  it,  there  maybe 
flill  further  occafions  for  itsexpreife,  and  that  with  fiiH 
wider  extent,  in  all  other  places,  and  particularly  to* 
ward  your  JewiJh  bicthrcn,  the  poor  faints  at  Jerufa* 

km,  (2  Cor*  viii.  i, — 4.  Sec  the  notes  theft:.} 

11  Ami 


NOTE* 

1|  Who  to  ushisHsly  Spirit t  may  hom  hr.  hat  railed  nol  wis  uptUawc's,  «W 

Ttfcr  other  n?  the  ap&fiUs%  by  whom  God  inffe  (v*r,  j.)  ionics 

delivered  thtie  prectpts3  cr  to  briienu  ikm  copies  n**d 
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n  And  that 
ye  ftudy  to  be 
quiet,  and  to  do 
your  OWR  bull-' 
itt  fs,  aud  to  Mrh 
Yvith  your  own 
bands,  {as  we 
toauaaiidedyou,) 


t*  That  ye 
may  watt  handi¬ 
ly  toward  them 
that  arc  ttirhaur, 
and  that  ye  may 
hive  Uci  of  no¬ 
thing. 


1 1  And  to  this  I  would  add  my  earned  imrcatics, 
that  ye  all  would  ftudioufly  endeavour  to  (how  a  holy 
ambition*  and  eager  concern  (p**°rf/M«rp«()  10  behave  with 
a  meek  and  peaceable  temper*  and  not  oilicioufly  and 
needlefly  intrude  into  other  people's  affairs*  and  create 
difturbances,  either  in  private  families)  or  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  or  in  the  church  or  due}  and  that  ye  would 
attend  to  the  duties  of  your  own  refpetlive  flat  ions*  and 
perfonal  concerns*  and  hdxnir  diligently  in  ihe  buGnefs 
of  your  fecular  calling  *,  that,  as  occafiotis  require* 
your  own  hands  may  be  imtuflrioufiy  employed  in  pro¬ 
viding  for  youridves  and  tamilies*  and  for  fuch  good 
things  of  this  life  as  may  enable  you  to  give  to  them 
that  need  your  adiftauce,  {Ephef.  iv,  28.)  according  to 
the  orders*  which  we,  the  apottles  and  minifters  nf 
Chrid,  gav,:  you  to  that  purpofe*  when  we  wete  with 
you  }  which  we  alfo  recommended  by  out  own  example* 
(tee  z  The /*  iii.  7,  10  ) 

1 2  My  great  defign  in  preffing  diligence  in  your  ho¬ 
ned  callings  is,  thar  ye  may  adorn  the  doSrine  of  God 
our  Saviour  in  aliti>ingfy  (Titus.  ii,  10.)  and  may  live 

c)  in  fuch  an  uprigbr,  faithful,  decent*  and  be¬ 
coming  manner  towards  all  men,  as  (hall  ukc  o(F pre¬ 
judices  from  the  minds  of  tbofc  tbit  are  our  olTthe  pale 
of  the  church,  and  even  of  enemies  to  Chriltiaimy,  who 
would  gladly  catch  at  any  opportunity  of  reproaching  ir, 
as  if  it  made  its  converts  an  idle  and  wonhlcft  fort  of 


13  Bm  T  would 
not  have  you  ig¬ 
norant,  brethren, 
concerning  them 
'rbirh  arc-aflccpj 
ihai  yc  form* 
noc,  even  as  ci¬ 
ther! 


people,  rather  a  burden  and  fcandal,  than  a  benefit  and 
honour  to  the  community  ;  and  that,  mftead  of  being 
beholden  to  the  charity  of  others,  ye  may  have  a  fuffi- 
cicncy  of  all  needful  things  to  fuppiy  your  own  wants* 
13  But  to  fonify  and  comfort  you,  my  dear  bre¬ 
thren,  againft  fhe  invidious  and  fevere  cenfures  of  Jew- 
ijb  zealots,  as  (bough  no  uncircumeifed  Gentile  can  be 
admitted  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven  f  j  and  to  caution 
you  againlt  fucb  excefiive  lamentations  over  the  dead,  as 

are 


NOTES, 


*  T>  (vji  hdndi  vai  i^ecd- 

Jary  for  thofe  'among  them  -whole  eircum- 
fbiiea  called  for  it,  and  had  u  particular  tc- 
fpeft  to  the  lower  ranks  of  people,  who  in 
that  trading  city  were  to  be  employed  in  ma¬ 
il  nfafturc  5;  but  it  may  be  carried  into*  £c- 
neTiit  rule  for  diligence  in  dilcharpngihe  du* 
fits  of  every  ftaiiotf,  in  focii  a  way  a*  it  fmt~ 
able  to  it;  Once  t  ill  end*  is  a  dctdlable  vieC| 
as  it  It  1  diflionctfraMe  of  our  time  and 
talenti,  reiKfcrs  u*  ulclcls  in  the  wo: Id,  ct- 
pofes  to  many  umpttliofis  and  defeat*  every 
ramble  end  of  living ;  anti  the  jhi&f  ai  \$  r*l- 
!vd  a  wicked  and  unprofitable  f-rv-m*,  that 

“  fhaJl  be  cdt  m;o  ov::cr  cbrLndV,  uktre 


fhati  be  weeping  and  gnaQdng  of  teeth,*1 
{Mat tli  xxv.  itf,  30.) 

t  In  tlioied-iys  there  were  Jtvifir  ;ralots 
chat  pretended  10  exclude  a  IK  »V*m  future 
happincls  tha’.  were  not  <n*n"ialio«, 

rr  incorporated  with  (lva.7  Ky  LcKi  j  circurrv- 
ctftd ;  and  the  idolatrous  heathen  went  in¬ 
to  eweflive  ho\ylmg*  aid  ^notirnings  over 
their  dad,  whom  thiy  *  ’  ~ed  upon  as  loft, 
for  over,  and  efpcriuIJy  w:d;  refpert  to  the 
Wvt  the  rtfurrection  of  which  none  of  them 
Kid  any  riuuon  o>  i  and  sj  the  epoftlc  might 
l^irchi*  eye  upon  both  tbofe  cafei*  to  guaixi 
ag^inli  they  refened  to  tu  the  pa- 

^  '  {i 
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there  which  have 
no  hope. 


>4  For  if  we 
believe  that  Jefus 
died,  md  rofe  a-* 
pin  ,  even 
them  alfo  which 
Keep  in  jefiu  will 
God  bring  wiih 
kittl* 


ij  Forthiewe 
Ay  ©mo  you  hy 

the  word  of  the 
Lord ,  that  wc 
which  are  alive, 
and  remain  unto 
the  coming  of 
the  Lord,  foil 

not 


arc  ufed  among  the  heathens *  and  as  God  has  forbidden 
to  his  children*  {Dost,  iv.  i^Iam  much  concerned 
that  yc  ihould  know,  and  be  well  famfied  about  the 
happinefs  of  thofe  of  your  pious  relations  and  acquain¬ 
tance  in  another  world*  who  died  in  the  faith  of  Chrift* 
and  whofe  bodies  are  gone  to  reft  in  the  grave*  as  per¬ 
form  fallen  afleep  to  awake  again*  (fee  the  note  on  t  Car* 
*xu  30*)  that  ye  may  not  grieve  and  mourn  over  the  lofs 
of  them*  as  your  heathen  neighbours  do  over  their  de¬ 
parted  friends*  concerning  whom  they  have  no  hope  of 
their  ever  riling  again  to  eternal  life :  But  there  is  no 
room  for  your  entertaining  fuch  a  melancholy  thought* 
with  refpeft  todeceafed  believer  in  Chrift: 

14  For  if  we  are  really  and  firmly  perfuaded,  upon 
clear  evidence,  as  all  true  Chriftiang  are,  that  the  only 
Saviour  of  them  that  believe  in  him*  whether  they  be 
Jews,  or  Gentiles*  actually  died  to  eipiate  their  fins, 
and  re/e  again  for  their  juJHJication*  and  as  the  JirjU 
fruits  of  them  that  Jleep  in  him ,  {Rqm*  iv-  25,  and  I 
Cor,  iv.  ao.);  we  mull  needs  alfo  be  fully  fatisfted  upon 
this  ground,  that  God,  ff*  «  i*™}  through  the  power 
of  the  death*  and  the  virtue  of  the  refimeftiem  of  Jefus* 
will  quicken  them  that  Deep  in  union  with  him*  {ver* 
16.)  to  an  immortal  and  glorious  life  j  and  will  gather 
them  together  with  him,  as  members  with  their  bead* 
at  his  fecond  coining,  when  he  who  is  their  life j (hall  ap¬ 
pear*  and  they  /ball  appear  with  him  in  glory, { Col,  iii,^.) 

15  For*  to  lead  you  into  fomethiug  liifi  further,  that 
ye  as  yet  are  entirely  unacquainted  with  \  we*  his  in* 
fpired  fervams*  declare  unto  you,  not  of  our  own  head* 
but  by  the  infallible  word  of  the  Lord  jefus,  which  he 
has  communicated  to  us  by  immediate  revelation*  with 
authority  to  publifh  it  to  others  f*  that*  confidering  the 

whole 


NOTE. 


'  f"T©  fuppofetfiat  theapoftle  thought*  and 
fu£gcftcd,  a *  if  any  of  the  then  preftnt  age 
vnutd  live  up«n  earth  till  the  time  of  Chrift '1 
Second  corning  to  judgment,  U  to  overthrow 
all  dependence  uptmiiis  authority  uid  iftfpi- 
r  at  ion*  when  he  teilt  os  that  what  ho  hero 
Aid  was  by  iht  ti wrd  of  the  Lvrdj  and  it  tsc- 
ndent  that  as  he  often  fpafce  of  hS«  own 
death,  fo he ecpeftcil  a rdarrctfiori  to  eternal 
life,  together  with  the  be  lit  vert  of  that  gene¬ 
ration,  a  Cor.  iv.  J4,  and  t.  1,— *4,  and  Pint. 
in.  to,  it.  And  in  his  ad  cpiftle  to  the 
'TbtfJdloxianu  chap.  *i*  i, — 6.  he  fets  hjmfcLf 
O  confute  the  notion  of  thofe  that  fugged 
**dT  through  a  miftake  of  his  mining  In 
what  he  hr  re  h  id  fturt,  as  ir  the  fecund  com* 
hig  of  Chrift  were  ihcn  at  hand  :  and  fit  re- 
raiiids  them  of  ±lm  he  ha  J  told  them  so  t lit 


contrary,  when  he  was  with  them,  which 
was  before  he  wrote  .cUIut  of  his  cpiPi.ie<  10 
them,  hot  as  believers  of  »£**£  and  na¬ 
tions  make  up  one  collcclive  body, 
church,  or  hiiultaidof  faith,  ait  that  belong 
to  that  body  may,  with  propriety  enuiigli, 
fpcal  of  them&tvcs,  as  pvts  of  it  in  the  hill 
person  plural,  re  h  tin*  to  the  future,  as  *ett 
u  present  time,  hi  this  manner  the  apoftlc 
f peaks  on  this  very  febjeft,  laying.  Beheld, 
<£  I  fbew  you  a  my tlery,  we  lhaft  not  Jl 
**  fleep  ;  but  we  ftull  all  be  changed  -  the 
u  dead  Ihatl  be  railed  incorruptible,  and 
**  we  Dull  be  changed  ;**  (r  Cot.  #7h  yi, 
fee  the  note  there.)  And  in  common  Lit- 
gnage  among  ourfc Ives*  when  we  Ipea k  of  a 
nation,  or  any  cvmpany  eif  whirl*  we  are  u 
par,1,  wc  often  fty  vre  jhdj  be  vc ry  hjpp*> 


ltf  Forthc  Lord 
KiTricJt  Shall  ile* 
fceud  from  hea¬ 
ven  with  a  ihout, 

wi*h  t  C  voire  of 

Ect^and 
trump 
of  God;  and  the 
dtjd  in  Chrill 
Guill  rile  firfl : 
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cor  prevent  them  whole  church,  as  one  colleftive  body  in  the  prefent  and 
»hich are aflwp.  fucceeding  generations  to  the  end  of  the  world; 

whoever  they  be  of  us  that  are  to  be  reckoned  to  this 
body*  £*  members  of  it,  and  {hail  be  Jiving  and  left 

in  (he  church  militant  here  upon  earth* 
until  the  time  of  Chrift’s  coming  again  in  all  his  glory, 
we  (hall  not  anticipate,  much  lefs  prevent,  the  refur- 
re£tir»n  of  the  bodies  of  thofe  faints  that  will  then  be 
flerping  in  their  graves* 

16  For,  at  that  important  day,  the  Lord  jefus  him- 

felf  will,  in  his  human  nature,  as  vifibly  defeend  from 
heaven,  in  a  cloud  of  glory,  like  the  antient  Shubina* 
as,  after  his  refurreftion,  he  afeended  up  to  heaven 
with  3  retinue  of  *nKels  furroumling  him,  {Am  i.  9, 
11*  fee  the  paraphrase  there,)  and  he  will  do  this  with 
an  awful  furrtmons,  («  which  (hall  be  uttered 

with  great  folemniry,  as  with  a,  loud  voice  of  the  chief 
of  all  the  angels,  the  reft  attending  him,  {Mat.  xtv* 
31.)  and  with  the  exceeding  louder  voice  of  the  gieat 
God  our  Saviour,  Chrift  himfelf,  as  though  given  forth 
with  the  found  of  a  trumpet,  like ‘that  which  was  heard 
on  Mount  Sinai  at  the  publication  of  the  law  +,  and 
like  what  wa* often  ufed  forgathering  folemn  aflembiies 
together,  {Exod.  xix.  id.  Jet*  iv,  5*  and  Joel  ii*  iy,) 
and  then  the  bodies  of  thofe  that  died  in  a  Hate  of  fe¬ 
deral  and  vital  onion  with  Chrift,  fhall  be  qutekned  to 
a  glorious  immortality/ not  only  before  the  wicked  Hull 
be  raifed,  but  even  before  the  faints  that  may  then  be 
alive  on  earth}  fhall  be  brought  together  with  him,  (tier* 

14-) 

17  Then,  after  the  refurre&ion  of  departed  believers 
to  eternal  life,  thofe  of  us  that  arc  of  this  holy  commu¬ 
nity,  and  belong  to  ChriftV  myftical  body,  or  his  true 
church,  aud  may  be  found  Jiving,  and  dwelling  with 
that  part  of  it  which  fhall  continue  upon  earth  till  that 
day,  fhall  undergo  a  refining  change,  (1  Cor.  iv.  31,) 
and  be  raifed  up  by  his  almighty  power  to  alcend, 
as  one  body  with  our  fellow-members,  that  (hall  awake 
from  their  jltep  in  the  dujl  of  the  earthy  to  tvtrtajting 
lifet  (Dan,  xii»  2,);  and  wc  with  them  fhall  be  carried 

up 

NOTES, 

or  miferaLlCj  whenever  fuch  and  fWh  event*  to  the  trump  of  Go J,  which  is  not  to  be  on* 
come  io  pafs,  whether  we  may  ever  live  co 
fee  them  or  nai, 

*  As  the  trump  of  Gad  feems  moft  imme- 
dutch  to  allude  10  the  voice  of  the  trumpet 
exceeding  luud,  when  tie  Lard  or  Jtbovab 
(wh;ch  1  lalcc,  with  fevera)  learned  divines, 
to  m^n  the  of  God)  deemed  the  hw  at 
ir.aitra  SitiJii  (;Vc  the  no;e  on  Atft  riL  38,)/ 


1 7  Then  wr, 
which  are  alive 
ami  remain,  fhall 
be  caught  tip  to¬ 
cher  with  them 
in  (lie  clouds,  to 
r.tcct  the  Lord  in 
ill*  air;  and  to 
fbJl  we  ever  be 
with  the  Lord* 


det flood  in  a  liictal  Jtoifr  may  p<  flibly 
nify  /Cr  vdee  of  Cb‘ijty  which  he  iay»  15  all 
**  that  arc  in  their  graven  Hull  Jic^r,  and 
**  £hall  come  fo  tb,  mry  ihat  have  done 
good  lo  me  1  efuri  etti*  n  at  life,  and  they 
Ihii  have  done  evii  to  tb^  rcimrrettion  ot 
**  damnation*  (jvhn  v,  aO, 
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up  by  divine  rapture  mthe  clouds  of  glory,  in  which 

he  will  then  appear,  that  all  of  us  together  may  have  a  hap* 
py  meeting  with  our  Lord  in  the  regions  of  the  air, 
never  to  pan  again  mz  And  being  then  owned  and  ao* 
quitted  by  him,  and  adjudged,  as  the  blefled  of  his  Fa* 
thfT,  to.  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  us  from  the 
foundation  of  the  worlds  (Mar.  xxv.  34.)  wefhall  thence¬ 
forward  b(T,  in  foul  and  body  to  all  eternity,  with  the 
Lord  jefus  himfelf,  to  abide  in  his  immediate  prefence, 
where  he  isy  to  behold  hU  gkry*  (John  xvii.  14.) 
ta  wherefore  18  Let  thtfe  confiderations  therefore,  taken  from  the 

therewith* dlefb  wor^  r^e  Lord,  comfort  your  hearts,  with  refpefk 
wvrdf*  to  the  happy  condition  ofyour  departed  Chriftian-friends, 

and  with  refpeflt  to  the  joyful  meeting  which  ye  fliali 
have  with  them  in  the  prefence  of  Chrift  at  his  coming; 
and  let  thele  things  he  the  daily  fubjecl  of  your  difeourfe 
one  with  another,  for  your  mutual  comfort,,  and  the 
excitation  of  each  other  (*«***&!«■*  to  a  compo- 

fed,  refigned,  and  cheerful  frame  of  fpirit,  under  all 
your  prefen t  trials,  and  particularly  under  the  lofs  of 
fuch  as  deep  in  Jefue,  how  near  and  dear  foever  they 
were  to  you  ;  and  under  every  profpe£t  of  your  own  ap- 
proaching  diflolutioo* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


How  concerned  fhould  Chriftians  be  to  incrcafe  and  abound  everyday  yet  more 
and  more,  in  all  holinefs  of  heart  and  life,  according  to  the  wilt  of  God,  and  as 
may  be  moft  pleating  in  h»s  fight !  And  how  watchful  ought  they  to  be  a  gain  ft* 
and  abhorrent  of  all  fenfuality,  and  impurity  of  every  kind,  as’  knowing  that 
Cod  hath  called  them,  not  to  undcannefc,  but  unto  hoiinefs,  and  will  execute 
righteous  vengeance  upon  all  the  workers  of  iniquity !  Whoever  neglefts,  or  de- 
fpifes  the  commandments  which  his  ftrvantfl  deliver  by  the  authority  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  according  to  his  infpired  word,  throws  contempt,  not  upon  man  on* 
ly*  but  upon  God  himfelf.  Haw  amiable  is  that  brotherly  love,  which  true  be¬ 
lievers  are  taught  of  God  by  bh  word  and  Spirit  to  cherilh,  and  eaerdfe  one  to¬ 
wards  another,  together  with  fuch  a  peaceable  and  quiet  temper,  as  difpofes  and 
influences  them,  not  to  intrude  into  affairs  that  do  not  belong  to  them,  out  to  be 
diligent  in  attending  to  the  duties  of  their  own  ftations,  that  they  may  get  an 
honourable  livelihood,  and  fbpport  the  credit  of  religion  among  its  enemies,  and 
prevent  occations  of  their  reproaching  it*  as  though  it  encouraged  idlenefe !— ►As 
our  Chri ftian  friends,  and  wc  ourfclves,  muft  die,  either  in  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  nature,  or  by  a  violent  death*  how  comfortable  is  it,  and  relieving  to  our  for* 
rows,  when  any  of  them  arc  t3kcn  from  us*  to  be  well  fatisfred  tint  they  deep  in 
Jefus,  and  fhalUrifc  to  eternal  life;  and  that  we  ihall  meet  them  again, 

when  God  will  bring  them  and  us  to  be  glorified  whh  him  l  O  reviving  thought! 
that  as  foon  as  the  dead  in  Chrift  (hall  be  raifed  from  their  graves,  the  reft  of  the 
(hints,  that  (hall  be  living  upon  earth  at  Ms  fecond  glorious  coming,  fball,  by  the 
wonderful  operation  of  divine  power,  pafs  under  a  refining  change  of  their  mor¬ 
tal 


NOTE* 


♦  It  ii  very  probable  that  Chrffl’s  feat  of 
judgment  will  be  u  /ieafr/  fmee  he  vs  fo 
often  Ipokcn  of  us  appearing  is  ifx  c/toifr, 
and  1  n  the  rfoudt  tf  btaven,  and  vft  place  of 
this  earch  tin  force  be  thovght  capacious  t- 


nough  for  the  in  numerable  multitude  of  the 
righteous  and  the  wicked,  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  to  the  enrl  af  the  world,  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  ms  throne ;  4 ml  the  wickfd  cm  nor  fie 
luppo&d  to  be  fum  owned  before  it  iq  heaven 


Ill 
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U\  bodies  into  an  immortal  frame;  (hall  be  caugbt  up,  together  with  rifen  faint** 
to  meet  their  Lord  in  the  illuftriout  cloud,  where  he  will  appear  in  the  air  ;  aod 
from  thenceforth,  all  together,  a*  one  body,  ftiall,  in  their  whole  perfona,  dwell 
with  him,  in  hi*  immediate  bll&ful  preftnee  for  ever  ! 


CHAP*  V. 

The  apoftle  exhorts  the  ThefFalonians  to  be  always  ready  for  the  coming 
of  thrift  to  judgment^  which  wiU  he  with  fuddtnnefi  and  furprife ,  like 
a  thief  in  the  nighty  i*— n*  Dir  ells  them  to  fever  ai  particular 
duties  in  their  relative  and  perfonal  capacities  >  12,-22*  And  con¬ 
cludes  his  epiftle  with  prayer , falutationj)  and  a  benedi£Hon9  231—28* 


Text* 

g  l>  T  of  the 

timet  and  the 
fcj’bns  brethren, 
yc  have  no  need 
t'j’ut  t  write  unto 
you* 


\  For  your* 
fekes  know  per¬ 
fectly,  that  the 
day  oif  the  Lord 
fo  eometh  zs  l 

ifakfra  the  night* 


Paraphrase. 

II UT  as  to  the  precife  time  that  God  has  fet,'and 
the  fitted  of  all  opportunities  that  he  defigns 

to  take,  for  ChriO’s  appearing  to  execute  the  judgment 
of  the  great  day,  which  will  be  the  con fu initiation  of 
your  happinefs,  ( chap .  iv.  13,— 18.)  ye,  my  dear  bre¬ 
thren  in  the  faith  of  the  gofpel,  have  no  occafion,  nor 
would  it  be  to  any  good  purpofe,  for  me  to  gratify  a 
vain  curio Qty,  by  attempting  to  write  to  you  about  a 
point,  that  is  entirely  referved,  as  an  abfoiute  fee  ret,  in 
the  counfels  of  the  divine  mind  ;  nor  would  it  be  of 
any  advantage  to  you,  were  1  capable  of  acquainting  you 
with  it. 

1  For,  from  what  our  (defied  Lord  himfelf  and  his 
a  potties  have  taught,  ye  yeurfelves  have  been  already 
led  r)  into  an  accurate  knowledge  of  alt  that  is  ne- 
ceflary  and  ufeful,  relating  to  his  final  appearance,  that 
ye  may  be  conftantly  on  your  watch,  and  in  a  proper 
readinefs  for  it  :  Ye  mud  needs  be  well  fatbfied  in  yonr 
own  minds,  that  the  glorious  manifettatton  of  Chrift, 
at  his  coming  to  judge  the  whole  world,  is  unalterably 
fixed  in  the  purpofe  of  God,  and  foretold  in  his  word, 
and  (hall  certainly  be  brought  to  pafs,  according  there¬ 
unto,  in  its  proper  feafon  j  but  that  the  particular  day, 
or  appointed  time  for  it,  is  as  uncertain,  with  refpetk 
to  our  knowledge  of  it,  and  will  come  as  unexpectedly, 
on  afudden,  to  all  of  ue,  and  with  as  much  terror  and 
furprtze  to  the  wicked  and  ungodly,  that  are  unprepa¬ 
red  for  it  *,  as  a  thief’s  breaking  into  a  houfe  at  mid¬ 
night  can  be  to  the  matter  of  it,,  while  he  and  all  bio 
family  are  afieep,  and  have  no  apprehenfioos  of  it,  or 

concern 


NOTE. 

f  In  this  ind  the  fnltowlnj  vcrT«>  two  forcibly  and  ful*y  to  reprefent  th*  fndrfenwf* 
clcg^ot  and  very  appoGte  compirifriij  *re  of  our  Skvwir's  coming  t>  judgment ;  tad 
piped  tofeihvr,  (fays  Mr  BfeciTiwll  id  hit  tbe  verin  arc  m  the  prefimt  time,  to  make 
uacd  cLifi:f:(  L  pa*,  io**)  the  mere  ctw  defer  ;pti<jo  raw  aicciiof  md  awful* 


j  For  when 

they  ih^ll  fay* 

Peace  and  fafrty  \ 
then  fiidden  de- 
ftru&ion  cotneth 
Upon  them,  as 
fourl*!  Vpon  a 

woman  with 
rhild;  and  they 
DuJl  not  cicape* 
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concern  about  ir,  ro  keep  them  on  their  watch,  and 
guard  again!!  it,  (Mat.-xx iv*  42*43*  and  Rw.  iii*  3*) 

3  For  when  fecure  tinners  lba!l  flatter  themfelves, 

and  when,  according  to  their  own  fond  defires,  falfe 
teachers  ihnlt  prophefy  unto  them  fmooth  things  9  and  de¬ 
ceits*  faying^  Peace*  peace*  when  there  is  no  peace*  (Ifa, 
xsx.  10*  and  jer*  vi*  14.);  at  that  very  time  utter  de* 
ftruction  of  foul  and  body  (hail  ruih  in  upon  them  at 
unawares,  and  that  as  certainly  and  fuddenly  as  the 
exquifite  travailing  pains  of  a  woman  with  child  come 
upon  her,  when,  chough  the  continually  carries  the 
caufc  of  them  in  her  own  hotly,  (he  lead  of  all  «pe£ts 
them,  as  being  engaged  in  other  affairs,  in  bulinefsor 
diverfions,  or  in  eating,  drinking,  or  fleeping  :  And 
as  (he  fooner  or  later  mull  inevitably  undergo  the  ago* 
mziiig  pains  of  labour  *;  fo,  whenever  this  terrible  day 
of  the  Lord  {hall  come,  none  of  tbofc  that  are  thought- 
lefe  about,  and  unprepared  for  it,  (hall  by  any  meant 
be  able  to  fly  from,  or  avoid  r he  infupporr* 

able  miferies  that  their  own  -  unbelief  and  other  fins 
will  bring  upon  them,  (2  Theft  u  9.}  there  (hall  then 
be  no  place,  where  the  workers  of  iniquity  may  hide  them* 
fetves  from  the  fierceneis  of  bis  righteous  indignation, 
(Job  xxxiv,  22O 

4  But  as  for  you,  my  dear  Chriftian  brethren,  ye 
may  think  of  this  day  with  joy,  and  not  with  grief  or 
diftreffing  fears;  as  ye  are  not,  like  others,  under  the 
power  of  fpiritual  darknefs,  to  make  you  Deep  fecure  in 
fin,  faithlefs  and  unconcerned  about  the  coming  of 
Chrift,  and  unready  to  meet  him  in  that  awful  day, 
which,  tho’  it  may  come  as  much  unexpe&ed  and  una~ 
wares  to  you,  as  to  them,  with  regard  to  the  particular 
time  of  it;  yet  it  [hail  not  be  with  a  furprize  upon  you 
to  your  ruin,  as  it  will  be  upon  them,  in  like  manner 
as  a  thief  breaks  in,  not  only  unexpectedly,  but  with 
dreadful  havock,  upon  them  that  fleep  care  fly,  without 
any  thought  about  it,  or  being  in  a  fit  pofturc  to  pre* 
vent  the  mifehievous  confequencea  of  it. 

5  On  the  contrary,  ye  who  arq  made  wife  unto  fal* 
vation,  (ns  it  is  meet  for  me  to  think  of  you  all  accor¬ 
ding  to  your  holy  protection)  are  effectually  tailed  of  God 

out 


4  Hut  ye,  bre¬ 
thren,  arc  not  in 
darknefs  *  that 
that  day  Ifaould 
everuke  you  ai  j 

(fak L 


j  Ye  are  all  the 
children  of  light* 
md  the  children 
of  the  day  1  we 

ana 

NO 

*  The  point  of  &  vronsif  In  trnV&it*  which 
are  Come  of  the  ftiarpcit  agonies  of  nature, 
i*e  frequently  fpoken  of  a$  emblems  of  great 
fUftrefi,  as  in  PfiL  jclviii,  6.  Jcr.  vu  14*  and 
xiii.  a  1.  and  xxii,  a  3.  L  4.  ^  It  is  there* 
fere  with  great  propriety  that  the  apolile 
rtp rebuts  the  caquifite  torments  of  the  wic- 
kcj  at  the  great  Jay  by  thwfe  pain*,  with 


T  E. 

regard  to  the  ext  feme  engptfi*  as  well  as  the 
VKtxpefted  foCdttiucfi  of  them :  And  it  may 
carry  a  former  intimation  that,  as  a  woman** 
hour  of  farrow  i*  the  fruit  ofher  being  wirh 
child;  fo  the  eauG:  of  the  (inner’s  mijenro 
Jit**  in  hidiftli',.  wlioit  own  procure 

th*m. 
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an  not  of  the 
night,  aoi  of 

Jirkacfi* 


out  if  dsrkntfs  into  his  marvellous  lights  (i  Pet*  iL  9-} 
ye  are  enltghtesed  with  fpintual  wUdora  and  under- 
standing  in  the  knowledge  of  ChrJft*  and  of  God's  way 
of  fa) ration  by  hint*  that  ye  may  know  what  is  the  hope 
of  his  callings  and  wha  t  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  his  in* 
beritancc  in  thejaintsr  (Ephef.  i*  17,  18,);  and  that  ye 
jnay  be  watchful  and  wakeful*  2nd  walk  honourably  jd 
the  light  of  gofpd*rnnh  and  bolinefs  with  your  eyes 
open,  and  as  becomes  perrons  that  are  expofed  to  pit* 
blic  view  in  the  midft  of  broad  day-light,  {Rom*  xiij, 
13.);  and  fo  may  efcape  the  dange>  of  thofe,  that,  un¬ 
der  the  power  of  fin,  enof)  and  unbelief,  walk  in  fuch 


6  Therefore 

Let  m  00c  Qecp  a* 
do  othen ;  bar  let 
os  watch  ud  be 
/eber. 


7  For  they  that 

fieep,  Jlecp  10  tbc 
Tii^ht  1  itid  1  hey 
th^t be  rf run ten, 
uredrutikeniQiho 
flight  , 


ways  of  darknefit  as  not  to  know  whether  they  are  going) 
(John  xii.  35,) ;  we,  who  are  thus  made  light  iu  the 
Lord,  are  neither  covered  with  the  Ihadows  of  judatfm, 
nor  with  the  dar  keel's  of  heachcnifm,  nor  with  the  na¬ 
tural  darknefc  and  blindnefs  of  our  own  minds,  as  o- 
thers  fti!)  are,  and  we  ourfdves  once  were,  {Ephef.  v,  8.) 

.  6  Being  therefore  brought  into  this  happy  ftate,  Ice 
ss  take  heed  that  we  never  give  way  to  a  fiothfui,  care- 
Isis,  and  indolent  frame  of  fpirit,  as  others  do,  who.  - 
are  Hill  in  cbeir  fins,  and  to  whom  our  Lord’s  coming 
to  judgment  will  be  a  dreadful  furprize  to  their  ever- 
lafting  confufion:  But  let  it  be  our  great  concern,  that, 
fuitabie  to  our  ehara&er,  as  en  light  red  by  the  gofpel 
and  Spirit  of  Chrift,  we  maintain  a  wakeful  temper  o£ 
mind,  to  watch  over'  our  own  hearts  and  ways,  sod 
watch  againft  fin  and  temptations,  and  for  the  coming, 
of  our  Lord  ;  and  that  we  be  modefi;  in  our  thoughts  of 
ourfelves,  and  moderate  in  our  cares  and  pleafures,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  prefent  world,  as  tbofe  that  are  expecting 
hts  glorious  appearance,  aud  are  ready  and  prepared  for  it. 

7  For  as  they,  who  give  themfelves  up  to  fleep, 
choofe  the  night  for  it,  that  their  reft  may  not  be  di¬ 
sturbed  by  the  noife  and  bufinefs  of  the  day  ;  and  they 
who  drink  to  an  excels,  and  intoxication  of  the  brain, 
ordinarily  do  it  under  the  covert  of  the  darknefs  of  the 
night,  that  they  may  not  be  expofed  to  ftiame  in  the 
day  time ;  fb  they  that  indulge  to  carnal  fecurixy,  and. 
furfeit  themfelves  with  the  cares  aod  pleafures  of  this 
world,  to  ftupify  and  drown  all  thoughts  of  a  judgment 
to  come,  till  it  overtakes  them,  before  they  are  aware, 
{Luke  xxi.  34.)  j  thefe  are  under  the  power  of,  and  do 
not  care  to  be  disturbed  in,  the  raoft  dangerous  iecuri- 
ty,  that  proceeds  ftom,  and  is  agreeable  to,  the  dark- 
uefs  of  ignorance,  error,  and  Gn,  that  covers  them. 

8  But 


Voi.  V. 


8  But  ki  us 
who  urc  of  the 
daybcfobcr,  put- 
tihHj  ou  tlw 

brcad-pUie  of 
faith  ami  Jove, 
and  for  an  helmet 

di<?  fjf'pe  of  falra- 

ticn. 
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8  But  let  us,  who  are  furroundcd  with  the  light  of 
gofpel-truth  and  grace,  which  (bines  in  our  hearts,  he 
vigilanr,  and  moderate  in  onr  afTe&ionsto,  and 

puifuit  of  the  things  of  this  world,  like  thofe  that  look 
for  the  coming  of  our  Lord  ,  And  as  we  are  in  a  Sate 
of  warfare*  let  us,  like  folciiers  and  centrncls,  that 
arc  armed  with  bread- plates  and  helmets,  to  fee u re  the 
principal  feats  of  the  natural  life,  put  on,  and  daily 
make  life  of  our  Chriilian  armour,  especially  fuch  parts 
of  it  as  are  neceilary  far  defending  our  fpintual  vitals 
again  ft  all  mortal  wounds  from  fin,  Satan,  and  this 
evil  world  ;  that  an  excrcife  of  faith  in  Chrid,  and  in 
Cod  through  him,  according  to  his  promifes,  and  of 
love  to  him  and  one  another,  by  which  faith  works, 
may  be  like  a  breaft-piare to  defend  the  heart;  and  that 
a  weU-grcrmded,  fotid,  and  fatjsfying  hope  of  eternal 
life,  through  Jefus  Chrid,  may  be  like  a  helmet  to  cover 
and  fecure  the  head  in  every  day  of  battle,  till  we  come 
off  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that  hath  loved 
us.  Ar,d  we  have  the  greattfl  encouragement  to  this 
hope,  and  to  be  diligent  in  the  difeharge  of  all  the  fort* 
mentioned  duties. 

p  For  it  appears  by  what  God  in  the  riches  of  his 
grace  has  already  .done  for  and  in  us,  who  are  the 
children  of  lights  (ver*  5.)  that  he  has  not  ordained  us 
to  .deftTutlion,  as  he  righttoufly  has  thofe  veffcls  of 
wrath*  who  fit  [hrmfelv^s  for  it  by  their  own  iniquities, 
(fee  [he  note  on  Rom*  ix,  23-};  but  that,  having  of  his 
own  free  and  fove reign  grace  chofen  vs  in  Chrijt  before 
the  foundation  of  the  worlds  that  we  jboutd  be  holy7  arJ 
without  blame  before  him  in  kvc*  (Ephtf*  n  4-)  he  ha3 
determined  to  deliver  usy  as  vefTds  of  mercy,  from  <Je* 
ferved  mifery,  and  to  bring  us  to  the  enjoyment  of  a 
glorioua  ftate  of  immortal  hJifs,  through  the  merits  and 
mediation  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jcius  ChriJh 


p  Ter  OocThaih 
r*«:  appo-Rtcd  us 
to  u-rath  ;  but  to 
obtain  faUatiOU 

by  vrr  l.orU  Jc* 
ins  Chriih 


-  T TT  WTlf>  Jiftl 

for  ns  ihat  whe¬ 
ther  \tc  waks  or 
Ceep,  1* ^ 
lii’c  together  wilt 
lih». 


Jt  Wherefore 

comfort  vnm> 
j  ■ 

fi'ives  t^etbsT, 
and  «lii'y  one 
notber,  even  as 
alii*  ye  do. 


10  Who  died  in  our  room  and  dead,  to  take  away 
finVy  (he  facnficeof  himfdf,  that,  by  the  merit  and 
efficacy  of  his  death,  we  who  believe  in  him,  whether 
we  he  among  thofe  that  (hall  be  alive  upon  earth,  or 
Deeping  in  Jefus  at  his  appearing  to  judgment,  may  be 
caught  up  together  in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in 
the  air ;  and  fo  may  live  in  union  and  communion, 
and  together  with  him,  in  all  the  dignity  and  delights 
of  the  heavenly  (late  for  ever,  {chap  iv.  13, 17,) 

11  Therefore  in  reflection  upon,  and  affurtd  hope 
of  this  blefTed  day,  think  and  talk  over  tbefe  things,  as 
I  faid  before,  {chap,  iv.  18.)  to  the  comfort  of  your  own 
and  one  another's  fouls  ;  and  in  this  way  help  forward 

your 


Ch.  ?.  The Jirji  Epiftls  to  tie  Thessal ohj ans par&phrafed.  ne 


And wt be- 
fredi  you*  bre¬ 
thren,  to  know 

thtro  tfhich  ia* 
hour  among  you, 
and  arc  oxer  you 
i;j  if>c  Lord,  and 
adaouifh  you ; 


rj  An!  to  e+ 
deem  them  very 
highly  in  l&xcfor 
their  w*rk  *  Qke» 
A*id  he  mX.  p  ^icc 


among 

ieives. 


14  No*  we  ex¬ 
port  you,  bre¬ 
thren,  warn  theca 
rlut  are  unru¬ 
ly,  cam  fort  the 
feeble  -  minded  T 

tip* 


your  mutual  edification  *,  as  one  body,  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  whole,  that  ye  may  grow  up  together  as  a  holy 
temple  in  the  Lordf  (Ephef.  it.  21.)  with  a  view  to  this 
one  thing,  namely,  your  living  together  with  him? 
which  will  be  the  confummation  of  all  your  happintfs* 
even  as  ye  have  already  begun  to  do. 

iz  And  as  they,  who  minifter  in  facred  things,  are 
the  ordinary  means  and  inftruments  that  Chrift  has 
appointed,  andbleffes  for  edification  in  light  and  grace, 
comfort  and  hoHnefs,  unto  complcre  filiation, 
dear  brethren,  earneftly  intreat  you  to  convrrfe  freely 
with,  own  and  honour,  and  fhew  your  liberality,  love, 
and  refpe£t  to  his  faithful  fervants,  and  their  holy  mi* 
ni  ft  rat  ion  a,  who  re  fide,  and  take  pains  in  his  work,  a- 
mong  you,  for  the  good  of  your  fouls  ;  and  efpecUIly 
thofe,  who,  by  Chart's  com  million,  are  placed  in  au¬ 
thority  under  him  to  prefide  and  rule  over  you,  not  in 
temporal,  but  fpiritual  concerns t  and  thaty  not  accor¬ 
ding  to  laws  of  their  own  making,  but  according  to  his 
word,  for  promoting  his  kingdom  and  glory,  according 
to  the  gifts  and  graces  he  has  furniflied  them  with  ;  and 
who  in  the  difehargt  of  their  office,  as  occafions  re¬ 
quire,  warn  you  againft  all  fin,  error,  and  danger,  and 
reprove  what  is  amifs  among  you,  and  exhort,  count'd* 
and  encourage  you  to  perfeverc  in  tfe  ways  of  truth, 
fo briery,  and  godlinefs,  till  ye  fhail  receive  the  end  of 
your  faith?  even  the  fahation  of  your  fouls ,  (t  Pet.  i.  9*) 

13  And  we  thus  recommend  them,  and  their  fer- 

vices,  to  your  honourable  efteem  and  affectionate  re¬ 
gards,  nor  merely  for  what  is  due  to  them  as  Chriilians, 
but  (v^r  in  a  fuperabundant  manner,  on  ac¬ 

count  of  the  dignity  and  importance  of  the  work  they 
are  employed  in  for  the  glory  of  God  and  your  fpiritual 
advantage  :  And  as  ever  ye  would  not  diflionour  Chnft, 
nor  grieve  them,  nor  his  Spirit  in  them,  nor  prevent 
your  own  profiting  by  their  labours,  ftudy  the  things 
tbat  make  for  harmony,  peace,*  and  fricndfiiip  with 
one  another,  and  with  them  that  arc  fet  over  you  in 
the  Lord,  that  the  God  of  love  and  peace  may  be  with  you  f 
(Ephef.  iv.  3.  and  2  Cor.  xiii,  it.) 

14  Now,  dearly  Jx?loved  brethren,  to  draw  towards 
a  clofc  of  this  epUtle,  we  earneflly  befeecli  both  mini- 
fters  and  people  among  you,  in  their  refpe&ive  places* 
to  admomlh  thofe  of  their  faults,  that  do  not  keep  their 

rank* 


NOTE. 


f  A$  the  ward,  (fie  m  «<)  vne  anQfktt‘  conttiuftioru,  ibey  are 
fiamFy  iLfo  \m  wr,  and  admit  of  various  pj*r»^hri£\ 

Ha 


to  in  the 
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fupppr 

be  patient  to- 
ward  all  men* 


if  Sec  that 
RvkiC  rtuJcr  evil 
i^F  evil  my 

rom ;  but  ever 
Ljiloar  ihjt  w  tilth 
U  boat  a- 

liKMijj  yOut  khc)} 
ami  to  ail  oiea. 


i  ^  Rejoice  t* 

Vtrmorc* 


IT  Pny  with¬ 
out  CCllhjJf, 


rank,  or  arc  any  way  disorderly  in  their  walk 

with  the  church,  or  in  their  families,  and  conversation 
in  the  world :  Warn  them  of  their  (in  and  danger,  of 
the  dishonour  they  bring  upon  their  holy  profeffion,  and 
of  the  pernicious  influence  of  their  example;  and  en¬ 
deavour,  in  a  Spirit  of  meeknels  and  love,  to  reclaim 
them  ;  Do  all  that  in  you  lyes  to  encourage  and  com¬ 
fort  fellow-Chriftians,  that  are  of  a  timorous  and  dejec¬ 
ted  Spirit,  ready  to  give  way  to  melancholy-  and  de- 
fpalring  thoughts,  and  to  faint  under  their  fears  and  af¬ 
flictions  :  Deal  tenderly  with,  and  endeavour  to  ft reng th¬ 
en  the  weak  in  faith  and  under  Handing,  and  to  uphold 
them  from  Aumbling  and  falling,  who  are  in  danger 
of  it,  rather  through  infirmity,  than  any  evil  difpoC- 
tion  of  mind  :  And  tier cife  all  long- fu fieri ng  and  for¬ 
bearance,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  things  permits,  and 
as  may  be  moft  likely  to  anfwer  valuable  ends,  toward 
perfons  of  all  thefe  characters,  yea,  and  towards  all 
men,  whether  friends  or  enemies,  Chrtftians  or  not. 

15  How  ill  Soever  others  treat  you,  keep  a  guard 
upon  your  own  angry  and  refenting  paflions ;  and  let 
none  of  you  dare  to  feck  private  revenge,  to  be  even 
with,  and  retaliate  mifehief  upon  the  head  of  any  one 
that  Shall  injure  you  y  hut,  on  the  contrary,  overcome 
evil vjiih  goody  (Horn*  zii.  17,  19,20,  11.}  and  be  al¬ 
ways  (tu  lying,  and  purfuing  whatfoever  is  kind,  ufeful, 
and  beneficial,  both  one  Towards  another,  as  fellow- 
Chriftians  and  even  towards  all  mankind,  as  fellow- 
creatures,  doing  good  to  ally  as  ye  have  opportunity)  and 
ejpecially  to  the  hou/hofd  of  faith ,  (Gah  vi*  10*) 

16  As  to  perjonal  duties,  that  are  to  be  added  to  the 
foregoing  which  are  relative  labour  after  a  cheerful 
frame  of  Spirit,  for  the  credit  of  religion  and  your  own 
comfort,  that  ve  may  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  in  what 
he  is  in  himfelr,  and  in  what  he  has  done,  is  doing, 
and  will  do  for  you;  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  his  ploiy  at 
all  tinier,  in  the  day  ofadvcrGty,  as  well  as  of  profperity, 

17  Under  a  humble  Sente  of  your  entire  dependence 
upon  God,  as  creatures,  and  as  Cbriftians,  of  the  im¬ 
perfections  of  your  Spiritual  Hate,  and  the  affii&ions  of 
various  kinds  that  ye  are  attended  with,  or  liable  to, 
and  of  your  need  of  further  mercies,  of  a  Spiritual  and 
temporal  nature,  tee  that  ye  abound  in  daily  prayer, 
every  morning  and  evening,  (teethe  note  on  2  Tim .  L 
3*)  and  be  mftant  in  it  at  all  other  times,  as  there 
may  be  Special  occa fionfl  and  opportunities  for  it ;  and 
ever  maintain  a  praying  frame  of  Spirit  for  Solemn 
addrefles  to  God,  and  great  frequency  of  holy  eja¬ 
culations,  to  mingle  with  all  other  duties  of  the  civil 

and 
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In  wry 
tliinjc  gircthanlcs: 
For  thu  b  the  wiJt 


of  God  in  Chrift 
Jrfw  concerning 
you* 


1 9  (Jofincb  not 
ehe  Spirit, 


*o  Dcfpife  not 
prop  hefy  mg  i. 


xi  Prove  all 
tiling  i  hold  fa  ft 
that  which  is 

good* 


and  religious  life,  and  to  guard  you  againft  temptation* 
to  fin,  and  dangers  of  every  kind* 

1 8  In  rdleftion  upon  your  being  unworthy  of  the 
leaft  of  all  God's  mercies,  and  upon  the  riches  of  his 
free  goodnefa  and  andeferved  grace,  in  loading  you 
with  benefits  that  over-balance  all  your  afflictions,  la¬ 
bour  to  keep  up  a  thankful  frame  of  heart,  and  to^go 
into  lively  exert  ifes  of  it,  in  every  condition  of  life, 
(fee  PfaL  ixtiv,  j,  and  PhiL  iy.  6,)  ;  for  this  is  a  grate¬ 
ful  tribute,  which  God  in  a  fpecial  manner  requires  of 
you  for  his  own  honour,  and  takes  plcafurein,  through 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  has  hid  you  under  the  higheft  obli¬ 
gations  to,  on  accountpof  hts  love  to  you,  and  of  what 
he  has  done  for  you  by  the  great  Redeemer. 

ip  As  thefe  excellent  and  important  duties  cannot 
be  difeharged,  in  a  right  manner,  without  divine  in* 
fluenccj  take  heed  of  neglefting,  (tilling  and  cxrin- 
guilhing  the  gifts,  graces  and  operations  of  the  Hol  t 
Spirit,  that  are  compared  to  fire,  {Mato  iii.  t  j.)  but  be 
watchful  and  diligent  to  fall  in  with,  cheriQi  and  im¬ 
prove  his  gracious  illuminations,  fuggeftions,  motions 
and  a fii fiances,  as  well  as  his  extraordinary,  inclufive  of 
his  ordinary  gifts  *,  to  excite  you  to,  and  enable  you 
for  every  good  work,  and  to  warm  your  hearts  with  fa- 
cred  fervour  in  performing  it. 

so  As  the  Word  and  Spirit  go  together,  according  to 
God's  promire,  [//a*  Jix*  2T.)  and  all  the  operations  of 
the  Spirit  are  by  means  of,  or  according  to  his  word, 
do  not  treat  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  or  NewTefUment 
with  contempt,  as  if  there  were  nothing  in  them  for 
your  icftruAioii  add  edification ;  nor  ought  ye  to  neglect, 
or  chink  lightly  of  the  appointed  and  authortfed  mint* 
ft  rations  of  God's  word  to  explain  and  enforce  it,  whe¬ 
ther  by  an  extraordinary  gift  or  not. 

21  AsfaKe  teachers  are  gone  abroad  in  the  world, 

(i  John  iv.  i.)  donor  take  any  thing  yc  hear  upon  trufl, 
or  receive  it  with  an  implicit  faith;  hut  examine,  try 

and 


NOTE. 


*  1  on  by-  no  meaus  coniine  ^venchiitg  the 
Spirit  here,  and  pr&phtfytugfa  the  next  *erfe, 
to  tht  extraordinary  gif  ts  ?/ the  SfirUt  as  fome 
but  find  myfclf  CflflftfiiBtfd*  by  what 
£*es  before  and  follows  after,  to  think  that 
y  vf  aching  tltt  Spirit  includes^*  rather  chiefly 
j daces  to  hi?  wtiaary  cn lightning,  quick ning, 
findifyin?  and  comforting  operations;  and 
that  fWpwtfjiugt  or  prephedett  {sr^#»Twacf) 
relates  either  to  fcripwre-prophcciw,  or  to 
preaching*  as  it  fun  dimes  tigmfics  whether 
hv  infri  ration  or  nos  (Jet  the  note  on  J£sm* 
*-J  Fur  all  the  other  directions  tbU 


context,  relate  to  the  ordinary  £*aoes  and 
du:Kj  of  the  Chriftidn  life,  that  jro  into  the 
common  practice  of  religion",  and  nuttoany 
extraordindry  gif  is ;  and  it  fcems  very  mini* 
tural,  and  unlike  the  clofe  ard  pertinent 
way  of  our  anofUc’s  writing,  totuppote  that 
thing*  of  fo  different  a  nature  ftioulj  be  thief- 
lyj  much  more  only  intended,  when  intro* 
duced  in  the  midft  of  a  fcdcsof  extinctions 
to  the  rxiicife  oi  ordinary  graces  and  tiis  vs, 
that  hcUng  ro  nL  Chntluns  ol  tvci  j 
liich* 
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1  *  Abftatn 
frrtm  aU  appear 

tail cc  of  cviL 


and  prove  the  troth  or  fa i /hood  of  all  the  do&rines 
and'  practices  that  are  preached,  {ver,  20.)  by  the 
ftandard  of  the  word,  {If a.  vjii,  20.)  in  a  humble  de¬ 
pend  an  ce  on  the  light  and  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirir, 
(ver.  ip.)  to  enable  you  to  form  a  right  judgment  con¬ 
cerning  them  :  And  when,  upon  trial,  yc  find  what  is 
really  good  and  honourable,  {***«)  is  point  of  truth  or 
duty,  indulge  no  longer  a  fceptical  temper  about  it; 
but  maintain  and  abide  by  it,  in  the  ftedfaftnefs  of  your 
faith',  and  practice  of  your  lives,  rejecting  every  thing 
that  is  contrary  to  it. 

22  In  this  manner,  keep  at  the  farthefl  diflance  pof- 
fible  from  all  error  and  fin  of  every  kind,  under  what 
fpccious  appearances  foever  they  be  prefenred  unto  you  ; 
and  even  from  every  thing  that  you  fufpe&  to  be  faife 
or  linful,  or  tending  to  draw  yourfelves  or  others  into 
any  fin  or  error. 


*  Andthc  vo* 
ry  G of  peace 

ijn^i  IV  votM^hoj* 


J J  :  anti  /  prt 
God  yonf  ^hn 
ipiritt  and  fuu 
and  body,  1 

E referred  tlam 
C  umothccrto 
of  out  Loi 
JcJiu  Chrift, 


14  Faithful  i 
he  that  csliet 
you  ,  who  alt 
v-ili  do  (/- 


23  And  may  that  God  himfelf,  who  is  reconciled  to 
you  by  the  blood  of  Chrift*  and  is  the  author,  giver  and 
approver  of  peace  one  wiih  another,  and  in  your  own 

confcteaces,  and  of  all  manner  of  profperity ;  may  he 
throughly  purge  your  whole  perfons  from  all  iniquity, 
and  make  you  eminently  partakers'of  hi&  holiticfsf! 
And  I  earociily  beg  of  him,  that  all  the  powers  and  fa¬ 
culties  of  your  rational  and  immortal  fouls  \  and  the 
whole  frame  of  your  animal  fpirits,  fenfitive  appetites 
and  natural  tempers  ;  and  all  the  members  of  your  bo¬ 
dies  may  be  cured  of  every  (inful  irregularity  and  difor- 
der,  in  their  propenfions  and  operations*  and  may  be 
continually  kept  unreptovabfe,  as  to  any  pre¬ 

dominant  vice,  until,  and  may  be  found  entirely  free  from 
all  defe£b,  at  the  feccmd  appearing  of  our  Lord  Jtfus 
Chrift,  -when  he  ivitlprefimt  you  to  himfelf  a  glorious 
church,  not  having  fpoty  or  wrinkle*  or  any  fuch  things 
{Ephef.  v,  37,) 

24  My  prayer  for  this,  on  your  behalf,  is  with  faith 
and  affiired  hope,  that  he,  who  hath  effectually  called 
you,  by  his  grace,  to  his  kingdom  and  glory ,  (chap,  ii. 
12.)  will  alio,  ifa  faithtulntls  to  his  promises,  carry  on 
and  peifect  all  that  concerns  you,  in  the  way  and  by  the 
means  of  his  own  appointment*  (See  PhlL  L  6.) 


25  As 


NOTE. 


f  Ytot  who! f  fpiTily  foul  erj  hdy,  has  a 
Tnanifeft  refeiet;ce  to  *V»c  received  detinue  of 

the  Py:hnfi,rt£ttt)  Ffalt.yUx  and  St&:£  p!uJtift>- 
pfirrs,  who  e^r:  fid^red  man  3$  of 

three  parr??’;  of  a  uttaral,  end  animal  or  fen- 
i-V*$  tout,  diiHn&  from  one  archer,  and  of 
>  t}.;Uji£>  from  both,  vinoh  fttins  to 

b*  to  the  account  or  the  ert&iion 

of  :a  C ;ir.  ii.  wLvrc  is  £ iid>  'iLi.t 


God  fvristd  bis  body,  **■  of  the  duft  of 
u  the  earth,  and  breathed  Into  mao  the 
**  breath  of  life,  or  lives,  (cm)  ami/’  by 
ifitan*  of  lhi5  uriim,  rum  o  !tviirgfivft 

partaker  of  a  ftnfiiivc,  as  of  a  ration- 
al  life  :  Ard  as  the  jttiturat  temper  very  much 
depends  ^pon  ihe  different  texture  and  mo¬ 
tion  Of  the  GTt.mat  fpirtU*  L  hive  in  pLdili 
hi  str  Jet  fit  vc  to  l,  i ■ 
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a  f  Brethren  f 
priy  for  us- 


iJ  Greet  alt  the 
br^t  'ren  with  an 
holy  kill. 


ij  I  charge 
ynu,  by  the  Lo*d, 
kat  this  epiil'e 
be  m3  us*?  ah 
the  hoJy  krc« 
di  rcn- 


iB  The  grace 

of  otir  Lord  Jcfas 
Chnft  i'C  with 
you.  Amen# 


25  As  we*  Ch  rift's  miniftring  fervants,  thus  affec¬ 
tionately  pray  for  you,  we  earncftly  beg  (bat  ye,  our 
Ch  nit  tan-brethren,  would,  in  return,  be  mindful  cfu$ 
in  ail  your  prayers,  (which  wc  greatly  tfteem  and  need} 
that  God  would  be  with  us  in  our  work  to  aflift*  own 
and  fucceed  us*  and  to  perform  all  things  for  us,  in  u£> 
and  by  os,  that  we  may  be  faithful  in  the  difeharge  of 
our  difficult  and  important  iruft,  and  may  receive  the 
crown  of  glory  from  the  chief  Shepherd  at  his  appearing* 
(i  Pet*  v#  a*) 

20  Let  our  mod  afFe£iionate  and  religious  refpefls 
be  prelemcd  to  all  our  Chriftian  brethren ;  and  fee  that 
ye  give  ufual  ttfti  monks  of  cordial  love  one  to  another, 
by  mutual  refutations*  in  the  mod  fiucere,  pious*  dhafte* 
and  friendly  manner*  (tSeerhe  note  on  /fwi*  xvL  16*} 

27  The  contents  of  this  epiflle,  as  well  as  ail  ii\k  in-, 
fpi red  writings*  are  of  fo  great  importance,  and  of  fuch 
general  ufe  and  concernment,  to  the  whole  church* 
that  I  folemnly  enjoin  thofe  ot  you,  into  whofe  hands 
it  may  come  *  yea,  I  adjure  you,  as  by  a  religious  oath* 
ufint)  inthenamej  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
the  Lord  jefus  f,  that  it  be  not  concealed  from  any  of 
its  members*  but  be  diftincily  and  phinly  read  to  all* 
and  every  one  of  them,  who  ought  ro  live  and  walk  in 
love,  as  dear  brethren,  and  as  a  peculiar  people  zealous 
of  good  works,  whom  Ohrid  has  purified  to  himfelf,  as 
1  char ic ably  believe  of  them,  according  to  their  holy 
profVffioru 

aS  To  conclude  with  a  parting  prayer  for  you,  May 
the  free  favour  of  our  anointed  Lord  and  Saviour,  and 
all  its  bl riled  fruits  and  effects,  abound  towards  every 
one  of  you,  for  your  prefent  ediiicarion  and  growth  in 
light  and  grace,  love  and  peace,  comfort  ami 
till  all  fhall  be  completed  in  eternal  Llvaiioru  So  I  (in* 
cerely  delire  it  may  be,  and  fo  1  trud  it  will  be*  in  tef* 
timony  of  which,  I  heartily  fay*  Aincn* 


RECOLLECTIONS 

How  much  more  does  it  concern  us  to  he  always  ready  fir  Chrift**  coming  tn 
judgment,  than  to  indulge  curious  inquiries  when  it  Oiall  be  *  It  wiii  be  a  terri¬ 
ble  Jur  prize  to  fame,  that  vainly  proimfe  thcmfdvcs  poiec  and  fuV.y,  when  ccr* 
ta;n  and  bidden  definition  wili  come  npoti  them,  ere  thvy  are  aware, 
what  a  jovftil  day  will  it  he  to  true  believers  \  They  are  nor  involved  in  ipintiul 
d&rkuris,  like  others;  but  arc  the  children  of  bght,  whom  God  hath  not  ap¬ 
pointed  to  wrath,  hut  to  obtain  eternal  falv^ttou  through  a  Redeemer  :  And  as 

ha 

NOT  !■;, 


f  The  zpoftle’s  falcmn  <(  charge  ijiar  his 
M  epiftfo  fhoulil  l»e  read  ro  aU  the  holy  bre¬ 
thren/*  orrociTibrrs  <»f  the  churchy  h  a* 

<lcut  covruuii^D  oi‘  the  tta&dnc  pri^* 

ts&f  of  popery,  ie  lcratdcirj^  tic  cqipolhi 


wep-e  £i>  teal  the  fcriplures :  and  *t  etjupljy 
y  nd  -m  ns  l  h<*i r  h  » vir*  *  th  i  icr  I  pri'rf.  *  i,n  \y 
n  in  i'ortpxrr.  wijyi jj,  which,  in  i; 

sa:c.t  fiZ'Xj  *$  me  having 
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he  has  called  them  by  his  grace,  and  U  at  peace  with  them  through  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  he  will  dandify  them  throughout,  and  faithfully  perfect  alt  that  concerns 
them,  till  the  day  of  Chrift,  that  they  may  lire  together  with  him  who  died  fear 
them*  But  as  this  is  to  be  brought  about  in  the  ufe  of  proper  means.  How  care¬ 
ful  fhould  they  be  to  fhake  off  (loth !  They  fhould  watch  and  be  fober,  and  live 
jq  the  daily  exerctfe  of  faith,  love,  and  hope;  and  cultivate  an  holy  peace  among 
tbemfelves,  to  mutual  edification  and  comfort ;  fhould  deal  tenderly  and  faithful* 
ly  one  with  another;  and  pray  for,  and  pay  all  due  regard  to,  thofc  that  labour 
among  them  in  the  word  and  doftrine*  and  are  fet  over  them  in  the  Lord,  to 
count'd,  caution*  and  encourage  them  in  their  way  to  heaven  :  They  fhould  take 
heed  of  defpifmg,  ur  negleding  their  holy  mini  ft  rations*  and  of  ftifling  the  light 
and  impreftions  of  the  Spirit  that  attend  them*  And,  having  tried  and  proved 
all  points  of  religion  by  the  word  of  God,  they  fhould  hold  6ft  the  truth,  as  it 
la  in  Jefus,  and  be  rvtr  followers  of  that  which  is  good  among  fbcmfefrcs,  and 
towards  all  men;  fhould  abltain  from  angry  and  revengeful  pa  Si  on*,  and  from  all 
appearance  of  evil;  and  ever  maintain  a  joyful,  prayerful,  and  thankful  frame  of 
fpirit,  and  give  all  becoming  tefti monies  of  cordial  love  and  friendihip  one  to¬ 
wards  another*  What  a  privilege  is  it  to  have  the  free  bfc  of  the  feripture,  for 
learning  theft  and  every  Chriftian  doctrine  and  duty,  that  we  may  be  taught  to 
profit  by  them  !  May  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  be  with  us  all  I  Amen. 


A  PRACTICAL 

EXPOSITION 

OF  THE 

Second  Epiftle  of  the  Apoftle  PAUL 

to  the 

THESSAL  ONIANS, 

b 

In  the  Form  of  a  Paraphrase. 


1 

The  Preface  to  the  Second  Epistle  to  the 

THESS  A  LON  I  AN  S. 


THIS  fecond  Epiftle  to  the  Thejfalonuins  is  generally*  and  moft 

probably,  thought  to  have  been  wrote*  in  lefs  thart  two  years 
;  after  the  former,  by  the  apoftle  Paul  from  Corinth ,  where  he 
Rill  continued  ,  and,  as  Teems  from  chap *  j.  3.  and  11.  2*  and  iii.  11, 
bad  received  Tome  further  account  of  the  flare  of  their  affairs *  and 
thereupon  wrote  this  Epiftle  to  commerdt  encourage*  and  comfort  them 
under  their  fufferings  for  the  gofpel  s  and  to  reftify  their  imfconltruc- 

lion  of  what  hehadfaid  in  his  former  Epi(Ue  about  the  coming  of 

Chrift, 


Ch.  if  Tie  fecund  SpifiU  to  tie  Thessal  osi  ah  a  par&pbrafcd.  ui 

Chrift,  as  if  be  meant  that  his  fecond  glorious  appearing  to  judgment 
were  juft  at  band  ;  as  aifo  to  con  eft  the  difordersof  fome  among  them* 
that  were  too  much  inclined  to  an  idle  life*  and  might*  poflibly,  grow 
more  and  more  negligent  of  fecular  affairs  from  their  miftaken  notion, 
as  though  the  end  of  all  things  were  at  hand*  arid  might  be  tempted  to 
rtjeft  the  whole  gofpel,  as  a  forgery,  when  they  fhould  live  to  fee 
themfelves  difappointtd  of  the  expectation  which  they  had  built  upon 
one  of  ttsfuppofcd  prophecies  of  fo  important  an  event. 

The  apoffle  begins  with  his  ufual  infeription  and  falatation;  and 
to  encourage  their  patience  under  tribulations  for  Chrift*  expreflea  bia 
thankfulness  to  God  for  their  growth  in  grace*  which  would  be  crown* 
ed  with  eternal  glory*  when  Chrift  {hail  appear  to  their  joy*  and 
the  deduction  of  his  and  their  enemies*  chap,  i.  He  then  exhorts 
them  to  ftedfaftnefs  of  faith  in  Chrift*  and  undeceives  them  with  re- 
fptft  to  their  miftaken  appreheitftons  of  his  fpeedily  coming  to_  judg¬ 
ment,  which  he  telle  them  would  not  be*  'till  after  the  days  of  anti* 
chriflian  apoftacy  ;  from  which  he  bleffes  God  that  they  mould,  and 
prays  that  they  might  be  prefrrved  to  their  comfort  and  eftabliftiment, 
chapAi*  And  he  concludes  with  defiring  their  prayers*and  withexpreflions 
of  his  confidence  that*  anfwerahle  to  his  prayers  for  them,  they  mould  be 
eftabliftied*  and  would  yield  obedience  to  the  apoftolic  commands  in  all 
things  ;  adding  exhortations  to  withdraw  themfclves  from  fuch  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  as  d  id  not  a  ft  up  to  the  dignity  of  their  ChriftiaQ 
char  after  after  the  example  which  he  had  fetrhem,  and  that  particu¬ 
larly  with  refpeft  to  induftry  in  their  feveral  Rations  \  charging  the 
church  to  be  faithful*  prudent*  and  tender  in  admonishing  disorderly 
walkers  ;  and  clofmg  all  with  his  good  withes  and  affefttonate  bene* 
dtftion,  with  which  he  ufually  concluded  his  Epiftles,  chap,  tii. 


CHAP.  I. 

The  Apoftk  falutes  the  church  at  Theffalonica,  ver.  v,  2.  Blejfet  God 
for  the  growing  flaU  of  their  love  and  patience*  3*  4,  And  encoura¬ 
ges  them  to  perfsvere  therein  under  all  their  Sufferings  for  Chrijl *  in 
e&nftderaticn  ef  his  coming  at  the  great  day  of  account*  to  execute 
righteous  judgment  on  his  and  their  enemies*  and  to  he  glorified  in  their 
own  complete  falvation*  which  the  apojlle  hoped  and  prayed  for  on  their 

behalf*  5, — 12. 


Text, 

PAUL*  *nd 
Sitnnvs  * 
and  Timothcsf, 
mito  the  church 
of  the  Tbefla.il>- 
utans,  ig  God 
our  Father,  and 
the  lull'd  tefu* 
dinfl  : 


Parafhhase. 

"OAUL,  with  Silas  and  Timothy*  who  atfifted  him  in 
*  planting  the  gofpel  amongyou*  the  church  at 
fahmea*  (Afts  xvii.  4,  14,}  which  is  con  ft  i  rated  bf  be¬ 
lievers  in  God,  as  the  only  living  and  true  God,  in  di- 
ftinftion  from  all  the  idoU  of  the  heathen,  and  as  our 
covenant  God  and  Father;  and  of  believers  in  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the  only  true  MdTiah,  in  diftinc- 

tion 
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*  Grac*  unto 
and  pence 
from  Gol  the 
Father,  and  the 

LflfdJefeChrift- 


j  W*  are 
bmid  Co  th*nk 
God  always  for 
you,  brethren*  as 
U  u  meet*  bc- 
cj>i&  that  your 
feith  jcjrowtth  cx^ 
eccdiogiy*  and 
the  charily  of  c- 
wy  one  of  you 
lU  toward*  each 
other  abouodmli ; 


4  So  that  we 
•orfeires  jlory  in 

you  ill  tl.c  Chur¬ 
ches  of  God*  for 
y«Air  patience  and 
faith  in  all  jour 
pci  fmit^ons  and 
tribulations  that 


f  WUcb  is  a 
maoife/l  token  of 
the  righteous 
judgment  of  God, 
that  ye  tmy  be 
counted  worthy 
of  i he  king  deni 
*£  God*  f-r 

which 


tion  from  all  pretenders  to  that  character,  whom  the 
unbelieving  Jews  vainly  expeA*  We  join  in  fending 
a  fecond  cpiftle,  and  in  the  moft  afFettionate  Chriftian 
falu  rations,  as  we  did  in  the  former,  (fee  the  note  on 
i  Cor *  u  Ip)  cordially  wifhing  and  praying,  that  the  di¬ 
vine  favour,  with  all  its  fpecial  manifeltatioiis*  fruits* 
and  effects*  and  every  kind  of  profpenty  that  can  be 
included  in  the  term  peaces  relating  to  God,  yourfdves 
and  others*  may  abound  towards  all,  and  every  one  of 
you*  by  the  free  gift  of  God  our  heavenly  Father*  as 
the  original  fountain  of  it,  and  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift* 
as  the  only  mediator*  by  and  through  whom  il  is-jom* 
municated,  and  rendered  effectual  for  your  prefent  and 
eternal  happinefs* 

3  We*  reflecting  on  what  we  have  further  heard  of 
the  grace  of  God  toward  you*  fee!  ourfetves  to  bt  Tweet- 
ly  con  (trained  unto  continual  thankful  acknowledge¬ 
ments  of  it  for  his  glory  ;  and  to  blefs  his  holy  name  on 
your  behalf*  dear  brethren*  as  it  becomes  us*  and  we 
are  bound  in  duty  to  do;  becaufe  your  faith*  which  his 
Spirit  wrought  in  you*  by  means  of  our  miniftry*  (i  £- 
pijL  i,  5*  and  it*  u)  is  carried  on*  and  exceedingly  im¬ 
proved*  by  his  continued  aid  and  influence,  in  its  light* 
ftrenpth*  and  lively  exercife  ;  and  your  brotherly  love, 
as  the  fruit  of  this  remat kably  growing  faith  is  propor- 
tionably  increasing  in  its  fervor,  and  alt  fuhable  expref- 
fions  and  dem  on  ft  rations  of  it,  in  every  one  of  you  to¬ 
wards  each  other* 

4  So  eminent  and  exemplary  are  thefe  graces  in  you; 
and  your  behaviour  under  the  greateft  trials  of  them  is 
fo  becoming  the  gofpd*  that  we  think  of,  and  mention 
you  with  high  efteem*  honour  and  delight,  in  all  the 
churches  of  the  living  God*  wherever  wc  come,  for 
your  ftrmnefsof  mind*  calm  fubmUIion  and  holy  rdo- 
lution,  as  well  os  flrong  and  lively  faith,  which  pro¬ 
duces  them,  in  bearing  tip  with  a  truly  ChritVun  Spi¬ 
rit*  and  (led faft  adherence*  to  Chriit  and  die  gofpc!* 
under  all  the  fevere  perfections  and  afflidinns  of  every 

kind,  that  flill  attend  vou  for  his  fake,  ns  \hzy  did  when 

ve  firft  received  the  word  with  jov  in  the  Holy  Gholr, 
(t  Thcjfm  f>,  7*) 

5  This  carries  a  plain  demonftration  of 

God*s  having  judged  right*  in  permitting  you  to  be  cx- 
crcifed  with  thefe  troubles  which  turn  fo  much  to  his 
glory  and  your  own  fpiritual  benefit;  and  it  is  an  evi¬ 
dent  proof  that  there  is  a  juft  and  impartial  judgment  to 
come,  which  will  fet  all  things  to  rights*  that  ye  may 
be  deemed  5:  zzd  meet  fubjecls  to  inherit  that  heavenly 

kiDgdim* 


0  Spring  if  U  * 

riglttOLiO*  ihiog 
ivitli  God  to  to- 
!>>mpcnfc  tribnU- 
tior.  10  cbera  thdt 
trouble  you  ; 
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which  yt  »I&  fiif-  kingdom,  which  God  bath  prepared  for  you  from  the 
ta ;  foundation  of  the  world,  {Mat.  ur.  34.)  j  and  it  is  on 

account  of  your  profefled  expedition  of  this,  {h  rough 
Jefus  Chrift,  according  to  tbc  golpel ,  rhai  poor  <ne* 
mica  are  fo  fevere  upon  you;  and  by  the  hope  of  this  ye 
are  animated  to  fufFer  ail  hard  (hips  with  cheerfulneis 
and  patience,  without  fainting  under  them,  (tee  the 
cotes  on  a  Cor.  tv.  17,)  as  believing  that  the  iflue  of  ail 
will  be  to  your  unfpeakabie  joy,  and  tucir  infinpportabJe 
otifery  $ 

6  Far  as  much  as  it  is  fuitable  to  the  redirude  of 
God's  nature  and  will,  law  and  government,  who' trill 
judge  the  world  inrighteoufnefs,  and  whole  judgment 
is  according  to  truth,  to  inflict  the  ferereit  puniflunent 
in  due  time  upon  them  that  now  cruelly  perfecute  ynq-y 
and  fo  to  retaliate,  juft  indignation  and -wrath,  tniu- 
lation  and  anguijb  upon  them,  that  now  unjoitly  vex  and 
diflrefs  yon,  {Rom,  ii.  2,  j,  8,  9.) 

7,  3  And  it  is  a  righteous  thing  with  God,  on  Chrid’a 
account,  and  in  performance  ol  his  covenant  with  him 
and  his  members,  to  give  you  {«»•*»)  3  tel  ate  and  di£< 
mifficnn,  in  due  time,  from  all  your  prefenr  tribulations, 
and  an  entrance  into  a  flate  of  petfed  reft  and  peace, 
together,  and  in  company  with  us,  his  miniftring  fer- 
vants,  and  your  fellow-fufferers  for  his  fake,  (1  Tbcjf. 
iii.  iv.) ;  which  he  ajfaredly  will  do,  when  the  Lord 
Jcfus,  who  has  redeemed  us  by  his  precious  blood, 
fljall  be  openly  manifelled,  and  every  eye  (ball  fee  hits, 
at  hts  defending  from  heaven,  from  whence  we  look- 
for  the  Saviour,  {PHI.  Hi.  20.)  with  a  grand  retinae 
of  all  his  holy  angels,  who  excel  in  flrcngth,.  and  were, 
created  by,  and  for  him,  and  (ball  attend  to  do  bis  will, 
as  his  mmifters  in  that  day,  {Mat,  xiii.  49,  50.  and 
xxiv.  31.)  and  he  fhall  be  revealed  in  the  molt  angnft 
and  tremendous  manner,  as  coming  with  flames  of 
fire  alt  around  him,  to  burn  up  the  earth,  and  the  wick- 
td  that  are  therein,'  (2  Pet .  ili.  10.)  and  to  execute 
wrath  on  all  thole  that  continue  in  their  fins,  (hungers 
to  the  true  knowledge  of  God,  and  rebellions  againft 
the  light  of  nature,  like  the  Gentiles  that  did  not  glo¬ 
rify  htm  as  God  \  and  on  all  thole  that  ate  dtfobedient 
to  the  gracious  calls  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Cbrift 
in  his  gofpti,  like  the  unbelieving  Jews,  and  all  that 
rejeft  him. 

9  Both  rhefe  forts  of  (inner*  (lull  be  feverdy  punifhed, 
0»Jlhe  not  jjy  an  annihilation  of  their  being,  but  by  an  eter- 

vTwa'iiojpiiftriic*  na!  lofs  of  all  happinefs  j  by  a  total  banifhment  front 
ti,n  r.i'm  the  his  blissful  prefence,  and  from  all  the  .glorious  cffeiU 

^4xi^r,Cu  oH  tlu; 


f  A*d  to  yoo 

who  are  troubled 
reft  with  or,  *h  ;n 
[be  Lord  Jcfus 
JtaK  be  mnled 
fr^m  btiven, 
his  mighty 

S  In  fairnng 

Jiix*  liking  ven 
£Cii;ee '  rm  them 
that  kftcwr  not 

God,  aod  thee 

obc/  root  tbc  jof- 
|jtl  of  our  Lard 
Jdus  thrift. 


To  When  he 
#h1L  cftroe  to  be 
livriftnl  in  Ms 

£unt^  nod  to  be 
admired  m  all 
them  that  believe 
(banufc  our  tefti- 
may  among  you 
w**  belitvtd)  in 
tfcat  day* 
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J^rd,  and  f.om  or  his  faving  power,  which  will  be  manifefted  in  the 

pyw^  °  *  (wr*  10,}  and  by  fu  faring  the  greats  ft  mife* 

ries  in  foul  and  body  from  his  own  immediate  hand, 
who  is  eve  y-where  prefemin  being  and  operation,  and 
from  terribly  glorious  impreflions  of  his  Almighty  power 
upon  them, 

i©  This  is  what  he  will  certainly  do,  to  the  utter  con- 
fufion  and  rum  of  his  and  your  enemies,  at  the  very 
time  when  he  will  appear  to  your  joy,  jnd  will  come 
to  be  glorified  in  a  Faithful  performance  of  all  his  pro* 
mifes  unto  the  complete  faivanon  of  his  peculiar  peo¬ 
ple,  who  are  fandified  by  faith  in  him,  and  to  be  gio* 
rifled  by  them  in  their  exalted  praifes  for  it  ;  and  ihall 
come  to  be  adored  by  all  true  believers  with  rranfpotts 
of  joyful  aftontfhnKOti  and  with  humble  and  thankful 
wonder  at  his  grace,  and  at  the  great  and  glorious 
things  Be  has  done  for  and  in  them,  which  will  reflect 
a  glory  upon  him  ;  and  this  will  be  with  envious  amaze* 
ntent  of  their  enemies  to  fee  them,  whom  they  fo  much 
defpifed  and  opprefled  before,  fo  highly  favoured  and 
honoured  by  their  great  Lord,  ih  the  day  of  judgment  j 
becaufe  they  will  then  be  found  among  thofe  that  cor¬ 
dially  embraced  the  teftitnony,  that  we  his  fervantsgave 
to  his  perfon  arid  offices,  and  to  his  final  appearance,  in 
our  preaching  tbegofpel,  which  will  be  eminently  con¬ 
firmed,  as  the  truth  of  God,  to  their  richeft  advantage 
in  that  day, 

u  And  according  to  our  hope  of  your  efcaping  all 
the  terrors,  and  ftiaring  in  all  the  bkflednefs  and  glory 
of  that  important  day,  we  are  continually  recommend¬ 
ing  you  in  our  dated,  earned,  and  a  fad  ion  ate  prayers 
to  the  God  of  all  grace,  whom  we  humbly  claim  as 
our  covenant-God,  that  be  would  carry  on,  and  per¬ 
fect  his  good  work  in  your  fouls,  to  make  you  meet  and 
fit  perfons,  in  his  gracious  account,  to  inherit  all  rhe 
bleffings  of  his  kingdom  of  glory,  (ver,  j.)  ro  which 
he  hath  called  you  by  the  gofpel;  and  that  he  would 
fill  up  (rxwpwnj  what  yet  remains  to  be  fulfilled  of  all 
the  free  and  fovereign  purpofes  of  his  kindnefi,  love, 
and  grace  toward  you,  and  his  eminently  good  work  of 
faith  in  you,  unto  all  patient,  confirmed  and  lively  ex* 
ercifes,  and  Hill  further  increafes  of  it,  and  of  its  fruits 
erf  righteoufnefs,  till  it  be  flnillted  by  the  powerful  ope¬ 
ration  of  his  Spirit  in  you* 

l%  That  fo  the  perfon,  authority,  and  doftrinc  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  may  be  highly  exalt¬ 
ed  in  your  efteem,  and  in  their  happy  and  glorious  ef¬ 
fects  upon  you,  and  may  be  glorified  in  heart  and  life 

by 


tt  Wherefore 
alfo  we  pray  al¬ 
ways  foe  yen* 
tfiat  our  God 
wovld  count  you 
worthy  of  this 
cftHiag,  and  ful¬ 
fil  all  the  good 
pleasure  of  hit 
fcnduc&^  and  the 

wnifc  of  faith 

wtth  power* 


i*  That  the 
Jtune  of  our 

IiOtd  Jcfbs Chrift 

nay  he  glorified 
io  you,  arid  ye 

in 
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111  him,  art  Or¬ 
el  i  flg  to  the  grace 
of  out  God,  2nd 
the  Lord  Jthi 

ChriA, 


by  you  j  and  chat  ye  may  arrive  at  the  moft  glorlont 
ft  ate  of  perfect, joy  and  praife,  by  virtue  of  your  union 
with  bim,  according  to  the  free  favour  of  our  gracious 
God,  who  hath  appointed  you  to  it,  and  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Cbrift,  who  hath  purchased  it  for  you,  promised 
it  to  you,  and  will  beftow  it  upon  you* 


RE  COLLECTIONS* 

How  fokirni  and  augiift  wiHChrift's  appearance  to  judgment  be  at  the  Taft  day! 
Ihjw  tremendous  to  iinum  t  And  how  tranfporiing  to  believers*  He  will  then 
be  vifibly  fcen,  coming  from  heaven  with  awful  majefty,  and  furrounding  holla 
of  angch;  a  tianie  of  fire  will  go  before  him  to  devour  his  enemies ;  and  he  wjH 
execute  the  righteous  judgment  of  God  in  taking  dreadful  vtngeance  on  thofc 
that  Rifle  the  light  of  nature,  and  rebel  againft  the  clearer  Tight  of  the  gofpd  of 
Cfirift*  aud  onfall  the  persecutors  of  hi?  church  and  people;  They  fliall  be  bantfh- 
ed  his  blilsful  pretence,  and  puntfhed  with  immediate  imprdlions  of  his  Almighty 
power  upon  them  to  their  evertaftir.g  deftrudtion.  But  with  what  a  different  af- 
pe£l,  and  to  what  better  purpofea  will  be,  at  the  fame  time,  manifeft  himfelF  to 
fiucere  believers,  whofe  hearts  are  purified  by  faith  1  He  will  come  to  be  glorified 
and  admired  in  them ;  and  they  fhail  be  glorified  in  and  with  him,  as  members 
in  union  with  him.  Happy  fouls  1  who  are  brought  cordially  to  believe  the  di¬ 
vine  testimony  that  is  given  in  the  gofpel  concerning  him,  and  thnt  lb  all  be  con* 
firmed,  with  a  glorious  accompli  foment  of  1 1  to  themfelm  in  the  peat  day* 
V^  hat  thanks  are  due  to  God  on  their  behalf  \  How  juftly  may  his  fit rv anti 
glory  io  thefe  objefta  of  bis  love,  and  in  its  powerful  effects  upon  them  I 
And  with  what  patience*  faith,  and  hope*  may  they  themfdves  endure  all  tri¬ 
bulations  that  bcfal  them*  in  view  and  ,profpeft  of  this  blclTed  day,  when  the 
righteous  God  will,  according  to  his  promife*  and  the  merit  of  his  Son*  make 
them  a  rich  amends  for  all  their  fufferingt  for  bim  !  May  grace  and  peace 
be  multiplied  to  them  from  God  our  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jefus  C  brill  1 
May  all  the  good  pleafure  of  God’i  goodoefs,  and  the  work  of  faith,  be 
fulfilled  in  them  with  power,  by  perfecting  all  that  concerns  them,  in  order 
to  their  glorifying  the  name  of  Cbrift  in  this  world,  and  their  bring  glorified 
with  him  in  the  work)  to  come,  according  to  the  freenclk  and  riches  of  the 
Father  and  Son's  grace,  at  revealed  in  the  gofpei  i 


CHAP*  n. 

The  apofile  cautions  the  ThdTaJonians  againft  an  erroneous  not  ion f  as 
though  the  time  <f  CbrifiFs  coming  to  the  final  judgment  were  jujf  aM 
hand ,  i*  2 *  djfvres  them  that  there  would  fiirfi  be  a  getieral  apoftacj 
from  the  faithf  and  j  revealing  of  the  antichrifiian  man  of  fin9 
wham  he  deferibes  ky  his  rifef  reign ,  and  ruin ,  and  jhews  the  jufi 
definition  that  would  come  upon  hit  infatuated  fubjeQs$  that  had 
pleafure  in  unright eoujntfs*  3,-12*  $ut  hlejfes  God  for  the  feeprity 
of  the  Theflalonians  from  apqftacy%  by  virtue  of  their  eternal  eleGiot 7* 
and  ejfeEiuai  calling*  and  thereupon  repeats  his  exhortation  to  filed* 
faftnefs,  and  prays  for  them,  13, — 17. 

Text.  TTAV1NG  now*  my  dear  Chriftian  brethren,  toen-* 

^  courage  and  comfort  you  under  all  your  prefenc 
by 11  ihe  tribulations*  reminded  you  of  tbe  glorious  coming  of 
(vmjjig  Quill* 


f&mioj  of  ouf 
LtirdJd'u^Chr^ 

atw?  £r  cur 
tftrrib^  together 
unto  him. 
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Chrift,  which  will  be  to  your  unfpeakable  joy,  and  the 
everiafting  deftrucHon  of  ail  his  and  your  enemies, 
[chap*  i*  6, — 10.)  I,  with  whom  Si/vanus  and  Timtfhj 
join,  {chap*  i*  1.)  proceed  to  another  principal  defig  n 
of  ihU  cpiitlc,  which  is  to  rectify  a  mi  fluke,  that  fome 
have  been  led  into,  as  though  Chrift  were  now  Hidden* 
Iy  coming  to  judgment.  We  therefore  tarncflly  in* 
treat)  and  folemniy  adjure  you,  by  your  belief,  expec¬ 
tation,  an d  defire  of  the  awful  coming  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  to  the  final  judgment  of  all  man* 
kind,  at  the  jaft  day;  and  by  your  hopes  of  being  then 
gathered  together  with  us,  and  with  all  his  faints,  in 
the  general  aflembly  and  church  of  the  firfl-born,  to 
meet  the  Lord  in  the  air,  and  to  be  ever  with  him  in 
his  biifclul  prefence,  (r  Ticjf.  iv,  17*)  f  we  befeech  you 
to  think  ferioufly  about  an  affair  of  fuch  vaft  import* 
ancc, 

a  That  ye  may  not  eafily,  and  fofoon  after  the  in* 
ftruftions  we  have  given  you^relating  to  it,  be  milled 
into  any  notions,  contrary  thereunto,  that  would  dif* 
concert,  or  flagger  your  minds,  or  throw  them  into 
perplexity  and  confulion,  by  means  cf  any  faJfc  fuggef* 
tions  that  are  fpread  among  you,  either  by  mere  pre* 
tenders  to  a  fpirit  of  prophecy,  or  by  ignoranr,  or  dc- 
figning  mifeon  fir  unions  of  what  we  hare  delivered  by 
word  of  mouth,  or  by  writing  in  our  former  epiftle, 
(ebapAv*  15, - 18*)  or  by  appeals  to  fpurious  writ¬ 

ings,  or  traditions,  that  are  forged  and  fathered  upon 
us,  as  though,  in  one  or  other  of  thefe  ways  we  had 
affirmed,  or  at  lead  given  intimations,  from  which  it 
might  be  gathered  as  our  opinion,  that  the  day  of  our 
bleffed  Lord's  glorious  appearing  to  the  final  judgment 
were  juft  now  inftantly  coming  on  ;  whereas  no  fuch 
thing  was  ever  hid,  or  defigned  to  be  fuggefted  by  us; 
and  your  belief  of  it  would  be  of  dangerous  confluence, 
Cnee  upon  your  being  difappoinfed  of  your  expectation, 
as  yc  certainly  would,  with  refpeit  to  the  time  of  his 
coming,  ye  might  be  tempted  to  difbriicve  hie  ever 
coming  at  ail;  and  to  conclude  again  ft  tbs  truth  of  the 

whole 

T  E, 

VCrGnm,  and  ThtfphUafF%  manuftript  render? 
it  ismzerziitgi  .the  paraph  rale  give*  a  hint  of 
that  fenfe*  though,  with  the  geuersJiry  ,of 
commentator**  i  prefer  rite  other,  which 
puts  (urtf)  Mnwrmxg  fox 
teems  to  fet  the  meaning  of  this  pafiige  in 
tiu:  talieft  light*  and  to  be  mu  ft  agrtfeaMe  » 
ihe  a  po file's  frequent  manner  of  &djurMh.>ij 
itUTOpcrianc  cafes,  which  htAiCo  Jud  Died 
in  firit  cpllUe,  Cftf/Vr*  *7, 


That  y*  he 
icon  lhafccn 
in  mind,  .or  be 
tiofebltd*  neither 
by  fpirit,  nor  by 
Vord,  nor  by 
Inter,  a*  from 
W,  u  that  the 
day  of  Chrift  iiu 
hand. 


N  O 

f  That  thh eamtii tf Chrift  retires,  notto 
h«  coming  to  the  deltnt&ion  of 
feqtto  the  final  judgment,  h  very  evident, 
bec*nle  this  is  the  fenfe  in  which  the  apofrte 
all  along  fpeak*  of  hit  coming  in  this  and 
his  former  cpifile.  See  fir  ft  Epif*  ti»  iw  and 
\lu  13,  and  iv.  xj, — 17.  and  v*  1,  *3.  and 
taur> d  Epij7 «  i.  45, — 10  )  ’ Aiul  as  the  prepo- 
fiiion  (va-*f)  with  a  genitive  cafe,  often  Itg- 
fcitics  rjrrjJg  or  nfev  *  arid  the  fr 
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j  Let  no  m*ri 
deceive  you  by 
any  meant :  for 
that  Jay  Jhtrll  nirt 
t imt  except  there 
come  a  Ming  a* 
way  toft,  acid 
chat  man  of  fin 
be  revealed,  the 
fan  of  perdition : 


4  Mr  bo  ©ppo* 

firth  anAciritleth 
himfelf  above  all 
lh  it  is  called 
Godt  or  thii  is 
worshipped  ;  fa 
that  he  as  God 
Gunh  to  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  God,  Slew¬ 
ing  himfidf  that 
k  it  God. 


whole  gofpel  iifelf,  of  which  this  is  fo  dfrntial  an 
article. 

3  Take  heed  that  no  man  impofe  upon  you,  or  le- 
duce  you  into  this  pernicious  notion,  by  thefe  or  any 
other  pretences  whatsoever  j  there  being  no  truth  in  it : 
for  we  now  a/Ture  you  by  divine  revelation,  that  the 
awful  day  of  judgment  is  at  a  remoter  diftance,  and  will 
not  come,  till  after  there  Hull  be  a  remarkable  and  ge¬ 
neral  apoftacy  from  the  faith,  worihip,  and  holinds  of 
the  gofpei,  and  an  antichriUian-power,  confining  of  a 
fttcofiion  of  impious  men,  (hall  be  made  manifeft, 
which  tor  fubtilty  and  ftrengtb,  in  countenancing  and 
propagating  the  vileft  corruption  of  doctrines  and  man¬ 
ners,  may  be  fitly  (tyled,  by  way  of  eminence,  that 
man  of  Jin  *,  who  will  fet  up  himfelf,  and  be  discover¬ 
ed  itt  the  plained  characters,  by  being  at  the  head  of 
ail  abominable  wickcdnefs,  (fee  the  note  on  ver.  4.) 
under  the  Chriftian  name  ;  who  alfo  may  be  called  the 
fin  tf  perdition}  as  he  will  caufe  the  tleftru&ion  of  the 
fouls  and  bodies  of  multitudes,  and  as  he  himfelf  will 
be  deftroyed,  or  go  into  perdition ,  and  be  cajl  into  the 
lake  cf  fire  and  brim/lone,  (Rev.  xvii.  1 1.  and  six.  20.) 

.  4  This  man  of  (in  is  emphatically  the  great  nntichrifi, 
who,  cor  fide  ring  him  as  arrived  at  the  height  of  his 
temporal  and  ecclefiaftical  dignity,  is  an  oppofer  of 
Cl; rift,  in  the  perfc&ion  and  glory  of 
ami  a  cruel  perfecutor  of  his  members : 
ding  to  Danieto  prophecy,  ( chap .  ii, 
himfelf  above,  and  afl'umes  fove  reign 
kings  and  emperors,  who,  on  account  of  their  office, 
are  ftyled  Godr,  (Pfal.  Ixxxii.  1.  6.)  and  in  the  title  of 
the  Roman  emperors,  are  called  Augufi%  («$«*■«*)  as  if 
they  were  to  he  worthipped  j  and  he  exalts  himfelf  a* 
hove  the  gods  of  the  heathen,  by  claiming  a  greater  and 
more  extenGve  power  in  heaven,  earth,  and  hell,  than 
ever  was  aferibed  to  any  one  of  them ;  yea,  above  the 

true 


»  « 

alt  his  offices, 
he  alfo,  accor* 
36 )  magnifies 
authority  over 


NOTE, 


*  0  That  man  of  fin,  the  Ton  *>r  perdi* 
M  tbn/*  though  mentioned  ia  the  fingular 
ponbeTf  Cgntfics  not  mere)?  any  one  pant* 
culr  per  fort  %  but  a  rucrttfwn  of  men*  in 
like  manner  ai  the  fttcctflk®  of  the 
aj;d  Ajjfi  frwfis  of  Sfrite!  wcrfc/poJten  of  as 
though  they  bad  been  bat  oneper&m,  to  df- 
fcribing  their  chwftcn,  and  the  law  coo* 
can  in  5  them,  Dw/,  xvii*  i4,**io.  Liv. 
x*i.  io,< — 15.  Anwt.  xxxv,  x$t  18*  and 
fid,  ht.  7.  and  this  is  interpreted  to  mean 
any  high  prieft  in  his  day  ;  and  Che  whole 
order  of  them  rood  her  is  meant  by  high 
frkjK  The  Jimc  alfo  may  be  obferred  with 


refpeift  to  **  th*t  tvhrch  wi»h  hold*  and  htf 
**  who  now  lets,  and  will  let,  till  it  be  t*+ 
**  ken  sway,"  ver,  6,  T-  which,  (ns  many  of 
the  ancient  fathers  ttnderfiood  ir>  and  ihe  e* 
vent  afterward*  proved)  ported  at  the 
then  Rmttn  Empire,  or  Emptrsrt  at  the 

head  of  it,  m  a  iueoeflion  of  them,  tlura^h 
the  apoftlchims  thi*  with  jrtw  caution,  on* 
ly  in  a  covert  way,  to  avrud  ijivini  offence 
to  the  Emperor,  and  provoking  hi*  wrath, 
•ga  in  ft  the  Chriftians,  as  a  {editions  fur:  of 
people,  that  fomented  notions  tending  to 
the  ddtcuiUon  of  the  Rfmsn  Empire. 
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$  Remember 
yc  wit*  that, 

when  I  yet 

w«b  yon,  1  told 
yoQ  thefe  tbingri 


true  God  himfelf,  who  h  the  only  obje£t  of  religious 
adoration j  by  difpenfing  with  hi#  laws,  and  ordering, 
in  direct  contradiftion  to  his  command,  (Mat*  ir.  10. 
fee  the  note  there)  that  religious  worftiip  ftiould  be  paid 

to  creatures  and  images  which  is  due  to  God  alone, 
and  by  requiring  a  more  abfolute  obedience  to  his  own 
authority,  than  to  the  commands  of  God  himfclf:  To 
that,  as  the  true  God  formerly  rtfided  in  the  temple  of 
JtrufaUm^  this  grand  anticbrift  feats  himfelf,  as  od  his 
throne,  in  the  church,  which  is  fpoken  of  as  t&t  tem - 
pit  of  God ,  (i  Cor,iii,  i6,  17.  and  2  Cor  vf.  16.)  and 
by  eaercifing  fupreme  authority  over  it,  giving  laws  to, 
and  receiving  divine  titles  and  homage  from  it,  in  its 
a  pedate  date,  he  makes  a  vain  (hew,  as  if  be  really 
were  God  ft 

5  Have  ye  been  fo  carelefs  as  to  have  forgotten  for- 
mer  notices  of  thtfe  things  i  this  Teems  to  be  the  cafe 
with  fomc  of  you.  But  cannot  ye  now  recoiled,  ye 
certainly  might,  that  I  Paul  myfeif*,  when  perfonally 
preaching  to,  and  converting  with  you  at  Thtjfalomcat 
gave  you  fuflicienc  intimations,  that  the  day  of  Child's 
coming  to  judgment  is  not  juft  at  hand*  out  that,  in 

the  courfe  of  divine  difpenfations,  there  mud  be  fir  ft  a 

* 

N  O  'T  E 


^  AO  theft  characters  of  ihz  tn  an  of  fin  ue 
plainly applicable  to,  and  exemplified  in  pa- 
pay,  incloJWe  of  the  hierarchy  of  finw, 
w  the  Pope  v  the  head  of  it,  in  fuoecflivt 
feneration*;  and  fully  agree  to  none  that 
has  appealed  la  ibe  vurld  befidrs  them  t 
for  they  are  monftm  of  vickedneft,  that 
arc  guilty  of,  and  patronize  cruel  perfccu~ 
tiooflt  prrhdious  breaches  of  faith,  and  ido¬ 
latrous  worlhip  of  ftiors,  angels,  and  ima¬ 
ge*  5  and  that  encourage  all  manner  of  ini- 
qnicy,  by  p  ret  coded  pardons,  and  indulgen¬ 
ces,  and  licencing  hcnifes  of  debauchery  j 
and  They,  though  not  profcf&dly,  yet  really 
eppo/c  ChrifHn  all  hi  1  offices;  in  his  pro. 
//rdf  office,  by  [caching  for  doftrints  the 
commandments  of  men ;  in  bit  prirfifj  of- 
fee,  by  the  dodhine  of  merit,  the  Edifice 
of  the  raft,  and  joining  bulls  and  angeli, 
as  intattflon  with  Guilt  1  and  in  his  ting- 
h  office,  by  difpen ling  with  his  laws,  and 
feting  up  the  Pope,  as  (he  faprcroc  bead  of 
thcchorch*  Andfomeof  their  Popes  have 
treated  kings  and  emperots  with  infalent 
contempt,  is  their  ra fills,  to  be  depofrd,  or 
fo  throned,  at  ibcir  pica  Aire;  have  e  atom* 
OTonintcd  them,  aod  ablolved  their  fubjeAs 
from  allegiance  to  themi  other*  have  trod 
on  the  necks  of  emperort,  kick'd  off  their 
sro^n<  with  their  feet,  and  let  them  on  with 
their  fee;  again,  and  obliged  them  to  hold 


the  Pope**  (Hrnap,  when  he  alighted  from, 
or  mounted  his  harfe.  Theft  naughry  cc- 
clcjiafticai  tyrant*  have  fct  themfelvtf  in  the 
phec  of  God,  by  illuming  authority  over 
the  fouls  and  confcieoccs  of  men,  and  ad¬ 
mitting  of  bbfphcmnus  adorations,  under 
the  title*  of  a  H  God  on  earth,  and  the  Lord 
**  God  the  Pope;11  and  they  hare  exalted 
themfelvcs  even  above  God  himfelf,  by  not 
only  repealing  bis  laws,  but  making  the 
whole  authority  rf  his  word  to  depend  on 
the  authority  of  the  diarch.  Theft,  and 
fuch  like  things,  arc  notorious  in  the  church 
of  -Kmc  /  and  the  dcftription  here  given  of 
her,  Hands  in  good  agrcCTDfrnt  with  the  re- 
prtlemation  that  is  made  of  the  Samifi  ami- 
chriAian  power  in  the  Kcvrh:bat  under  the 
figures  of  Myfteiy,  HiLylon,  the  great 
**  wborc  that  fiu  on  many  waters,  the  beoft 
f<  and  the  Jalle  prophet.  ’* 

*  The  apoflle  here  refers  to  what  he  had 
faid  Eo  ihe  Tixjft Unions  in  his  peifonal  tni- 
niftryaod  conversion,  in  which  it  is  rca- 
fonably  fuppoAd,  that  he  had  delivered  more 
things,  relating  to  thole  points,  to  which 
he  here  appeals,  chon  are  to  be  found,  or 
were  proper  Co  bo  wrote,  in  his  6dt  epiOls 
to  them  ;  ncvordingjy  he  {peaks,  vrr.  i;% 
of  the  (rodUtiii  they  had  received  bj  ^rctJ, 
is^wdl  if  by  his  epiAle.  (ice  the  note 
there.) 
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$  And  now 
v t  k  now  what 
u  :thhnld(th,  that 
he  might  be  re* 
v  led  IQ  hii 

tiliWi 


y  Fnrthc  my* 

ft^ry  of  iniqui¬ 
ty  doth  already 

M-ork  i  only  he 
who  now  Letteth 
-unli  Uty  umii  he 
hr  taken  out  of 

(Iw 


general  defeftio n  from  the  faith,  and  the  rife  of  the 
anrichriftian  man  of  fin  ? 

6  And  if  ye  duly  refleft  upon  what  I  have  told  you 
by  word  of  mouth,  and  have  now  added  in  this  Epiftle* 
ye  may  eafify  gather  what  it  is  that  at  prefem  retrains 
and  hinders  the  complete  revelation  of  the  man  of  (in, 
as  the  head  of  the  great  apoflaey ;  it  may  well  be  fup* 
pofed  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  though  dangerous 
to  fpeak  it  out,  (fee  the  note  on  ver.  3*}  that  it  is  the 
heathen  Roman  empire  undtrr  one  political  head,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  form  in  which  it  now  fubfiits-  This 
mull  be  taken  away  to  make  room  for  the  intcoduo 
tion  of  the  head  of  the  npoftacy,  that  he  may  be  mani- 
f tiled  in  the  height  of  his  power  and  authority,  pomp 
and  grandeur,  in  his  proper  feafoi],  jccordiug  to  the 
appointed  time  of  Cod  for  it* 

7  For  the  great  defection,  winch  may  juftjy  be  called 
the  myfliry  iniquity >  or  of  that  viickeJ  one7  (vn\  S.) 
on  account  of  the  fecrecy  and  fubtiky  of  h s  {presiding, 
and  the  unfcarchablc  depth  of  (in  and  eiror  that  is 
wrapt  up  in  it,  and  will  hereafter  more  plainly  and  o- 
peniy  Ihew  iti’cjf,  and  begins  already  to  dilluic  Its  ma¬ 
lignant  influence  in  pride  and  w  urldfy-mimiednels,  will— 
worihip,  and  worihipping  of  angels,  and  in  corrupting 
the  pure  doftrine  of  jultiiicjrion,  as  though  it  were  to 
be  by  the  works  of  the  law ;  this  would  quickly  appear 
iti  all  its  power  and  wide  went,  were  it  not  that  the 
imperial  Pagan  government,  which  hitherto  prevents 
it*  will  continue  io  to  do,  till  this  obftacle  be  removed. 


S  And  then 
Cmlt  that  wicked 

he  revealed, whom 
lEic  Lord  (bull 
oi:ifimne  with  (he 
ftjirit  of  his 
tiiouth,  aid  (lull 
tkftrty  whh  the 
!'■  i.*htncfc  of  hi* 
t-.ufrw  ; 

O 


8  And  then,  through  the  growing  a  mbit  ion  and  lux¬ 
ury  of  ecclcfiaflics,  under  the  protection  and  indulgence 
of  Chrifliau  emperors,  and  by  means  of  the  diviflun  of 
the  empire  itfeU  into  ten  kingdoms,  whidr  will  give 
their  power  to  the  beatt,  (Rev*  xvji.  ta,  1;*.  Uz  tha 
note  there}  that  wicked  one  will  mount  the  throne,  like 
a  lawlefs  perion,  who  will  difpcnfe  with,  and 

exalt  bis  authority  above*  all  laws  human  and  divine, 
and  be  fubjedfc  to  no  law  htcnfelf :  But  be  it  known,  for 
the  comfort  of  the  true  church,  that  in  the  divinely  ap¬ 
pointed  time,  he,  with  all  his  hierarchy,  authority,  and 
grandeur,  (hall  certainly  fmk  and  fall;  whom  the  Lord 
jefus  Chrift  will  begin  to  blaft  by  the  preaching  of  the 
gofpel  in  its  purity  and  power,  amt  by  fpiriting  up  a 
fet  of  brave,  reformers  to  oppofc,  and  proieft  again  ft  his 
fupremacy,  and  all  his  corruptions  in  doQrine  and  wor- 
fhip;  and  he  will  afterward  more  eminently  flay  him* 
and  all  his  adherents,  as  with  a  fvord*  by  the  judicial 
femencc  that  will  proceed  from  his  mouth,  and  bt  «- 

Vql.  V.  t  I  cuted 
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p  Evf.l  bt*fr 
'wKtfc  c^minp  is 
■(ter  t^e  walking 
ttf  $Aim*  with 
a*J  power  1  aoH 
ffgn*,  ard  Jyii'g 
coders, 


la  And  with 
all  dwivab  tenets 
oF  u  aright  eoul* 
reft  in  ihrm  tJiaC 
p^rrJh  ;  became 
they  recciTol  not 
the  love  of  the 
tuth*  tha:  they 
might:  be  iweiL 


TJ  A^d  for 
th  i  =  r j  li  ic  God 
foal]  fend  thrnn 
Amng  dclufioot 
that  they  -thou id 
ltfheve  a  lie  ; 


ecuted  by  his  command*  and  by  his  word  and  Spirit* 
when  be  (ball  fee  up  hi s  glorious  kingdom  of  truth, 
righteoufnefs,  joy*  and  peace  in  the  earth  %  and  finaU 
Ivj  by  his  coming  to  judge  the  world,  and  take  venge* 
ai ice  on  all  his  enemies  in  their  utter  dcftru£tion  at  the 
lafl  day  :  In  thtfc  various  ways  it  may  be  fard,  in  the 
language  of  antient  prophecy,  that  he  jkall  finite  the 
earth  with  the  rod oj  his  month  5  and  with  the  breath  of 
his  lips  hejball flay  the  earth *  (Ifa.  x\ •  4-} 

9  The  manner  of  this  wicked  one's  introducing  and 
fupporting  his  tyranny  and  errors,  which  (hall  at  length 
be  deflroyed,  will  be  in  imitation  of  the  father  of  lies , 
who  liras  a  murderer  from  the  beginnings  and  abode  not 
in  the  iruth%  (John  vuw  44.)  and  under  his  influence, 
according  to  the  energy  of  his  operation,  {**f>«*}  who 
works  rflcftoally  m  the  children  of  difobedi * 

excel  (Ephef.  ii*  2*)  And  this  wicked  one  will  exert 
himfclf,  for  upholding  and  promoring  his  abominable 
empire,  with  all  his  might,  under  a  pretence  of  power 
from  God  for  it  £  and  with  (ham  pretences  to  miracle^ 
and  to  wonderful  works  of  a  fuper natural  kind*  like 
what  our  Lord  htmfelf  performed,  (fee  the  note  on 
jtUs  ii.  22.)  but  which*  infrhjs  pretender*  are  all  a 
cheat  to  impofe  upon*  and  deceive  the  nations  of  the 
earth, 

*o  And,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  diabolical  fpirir* 
the  apoftacy  will  be  carried  on,  under  its  papal  head* 
with  all  fubtie  and  tricking  am,  managed  by  the  moil 
unrighteous  methods  to  delude  thofe  that  comply  with 
them,  to  thrif  own  utter  perdition  ;  becaufe  thro'  the 
carnality  and  corruption  of  their  own  hearts*  and  the 
malignant  influence  of  Satan*  which  they  readily  yield¬ 
ed  theinfelves  up  to*  they  did  not  cordially  receive  Chrift 
in  the  whole  of  his  character,  who  is  the  Truth*  ( John 
xiv.  60)  nor  would  embrace  the  truth  and  purity  of  the 
gofpet  concerning  him*  with  approbation,  that  they 
might  obtain  falvarion  according  to,  and  by  means  of 
that  revelation,  which  (hows  the-  only  way  ta  eternal 
life  through  him* 

it  And  therefore*  as  they  did  not  like  to  retain  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  God  in  his  righteous  judg¬ 
ment  for  the  punifhment  of  their  iniquity  in  irs  own 
kind*  will  deliver  them  up  to  the  dreadful  efficacy  of 
error*  (***fy*«n  *7*™*)  as  the  chofen  way  of  their  own 
wicked  inclinations,  and  to  a  judicial  hardneft  of  heart, 
and  the  power  of  the  god  of  this  world  who  bimds  thtir 
minds i  (fee  the  note  cn  Rem.  ix.  1 8*)  that  they  might 
give  their  free  affent  and  confcnt  to  dclufivc  forgeries 

fuperftitioui 
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ji  That  they 
£?I  might  Ins 
tinned  v<ho  be¬ 
lied  doc  the 
truth,  but  had 

pLe*fure  ij)  un- 
n^htetniiiic's* 


j;  But  we  are 
tound  to  give 
thinks  alway  to 
GjJ  for  you, 
brerhrcD,  bdoved 
vi  the  Lord,  bc- 
tiiLjie  Cod  bath 

(r«.n  the  begin¬ 
ning  djgfefl  you 
to  a)v4tL>u,  thro’ 
t  j  U  it  J  htlt’lOQ  of 

itiedjiinr,  and  be* 

lid  01  the  trath  : 


fuperftjtions  and  idolatry,  fabulous  legend  <t,  and  mon- 
ftrous  dotbrines  and  practices,  that  have  no  truth  in 

them;  but  arc  all  a  heap  of  felfhood  and  lying  vani¬ 
ties  ; 

12  They  fliall  be  juftly  left  to  the  power  of  this  foo- 

lifb  and  perverfe  difpofmoa  of  their  own  evil  hearts* 
that  according  to  their  defects,  all  of  them  might 

be  judged  and  condemned,  and  righteoudy  puniihed 
with  the  moft  awful  destruction,  who  mi  (believed  and 
reje£led  Chritt,  and  the  truth  of  the  gofpel  5  but,  on 
the  contrary,  were  exceeding  fond  of,  and  took  de* 
light  in  all  wicked  defigns,  words  and  deeds,  frauds 
and  perfections,  as  what  are  molt  agreeable  to  their 
own  corrupt  tafle. 

13  But  as  to  you,  our dear  Chnflian  brethren,  whom' 
we  think  of  with  pleafure,  as  thofe  whom  the  Lord 
httnfdf  peculiarly  loves,  and  will  prefer ve  from  thi3 
dreadful  apoftacy,  We  have  this  ro  fay  for  your  comfort, 
that  in  every  remembrance  of  you ,  {Phil,  i.  3,)  we  can* 
not  but  look  upon  ourfelves  as  bound  in  duty  attd  af¬ 
fection  to  blefs  God  heartily  on  your  behalf;  becaufe 
we  are  well  fatisfied,  by  what  we  few  of  the  powerful  ef«* 
ficacy  of  the  gofpel  upon  you,  when  ye  firft  received 
it,  (1  Theff*  i*  2,— 5.  fee  the  notes  there)  ami  by  what  we 
have  fince  heard  of  its  happy  and  holy  fruit*,  as  they 
continue  (fill  further  to  appear  in  you,  {chap*  j.  3,  4,) 
that  God,  of  his  own  mere  grace,  has  from  the  begin* 
ring  of  the  world,  yea,  from  all  eternity  *,  made  a 
fpeciaJ  choice  of  you  to  complete  ft  [vat  ran  by  Jefus 
Chrift,  (1  Thejfl  v,  p  )  as  the  final  happinefs  which  he 
defigned  to  bring  you  to,  through  the  renovation  of 
your  whole  fouls  in  knowledge*  righteoufnefs*  and  true 
hotinefs,  after  the  image  of  God,  which  is  wrought  in 
you  by  ihe  Holy  Spirit,  without  which  no  man  Jbali fee 
the  Lord,  (Heb.  xii*  14*)  and  through  a  fiducial  emit 

in 


N  o 

*  87  fren:  the  bfgUttilnjr  fame  would  nntTer* 
/land  froiTi  the  beginning  *jf  the  bc- 

iiijj  preached  to  and  received  by  them  :  tut 
*<,  in  the  next  v*rib,  th*  apaftie  fpcafcs  of 
their  being  tatted  by  the  gcfptl  as  i  diftinft 
thing,  in  confrqwenccof  Ged'i  haring  chu* 
ten  them  from  me  beginning,  according  ro 
Tth^c  he  bad  iaid,  j  Kpi) ?.  i-  4 .  j*  of 
44  kuuwinj  (hcEt  deftion  of  God ;  beeauic 
■*  the  gofpd  rsmr  to  them,  not  in  word 
**  only,  but  in  power,  6r."  (fee  the  nme 
thcra)  *ttd  *$  the  pLrafe  fnm.  the  beyitiniug 
(it1  jfjttrf)  fignifies  the  beginning  of  time, 
e  J;ha  iii*  3.  aarf  fram  the  hcyinntuy  is  of  the 
ii-me  import  wr.h  frttn  evirispuig^  Prov, 

viiL  i  and  trar  apod  Ur  fpcaks  of  *(  CJ.hL** 


T  E. 

**■  haring  clitffcn  vs  In  Chri/t  before  the 
lf  foundation  fif  the  wor'd,  that  we 
**  be  holy  and  ^itbuut  hbmic  before  i'i;n  in 
tl  love,11  (Epb>  i.  4  )  AH  this  slto w-,  ihat 
his  eatfiag  the  Tbt$iifaiiiz?t5y  by  the  goipclt 
is  to  be  dii(injEUrfbcd  from  his  having  the** x 
and  that  hii  bavin  *  cbofen  the-n 
tke  b*<riM)h?%  U  ro  be  un  Jeritocd  of  hh  ha*tn|* 
done*  it  frew  fW^eiTy,  in  purfuarce  of 
u  he  called  them  with  an  \oly  calling,  not 
it  aceO'ding  to  ihtir  worfcs,  but  ace^rdii^ 
to  his  own  purpofc  and  ^rh'eh  was 

(t  giwn  them  \n  Cnrift  Jr  fas  btfnrr  the 
(t  world  hrgaw,1'  ii  Tim.  i,  10,)  Vuis 
Spiff.  Hh*  i\\.  c^p.4.  >2: 

l  % 


-  Sre * 
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14  WTierrvmto 

he  you  by 

our  ^ofpel,  to  the 
oht+iiniog  uf  the 
glory  of  our  Lord 
Jciiis  ChiifL 


t  s  Theodore* 

bretlm'iK  (land 
fattf  and  hold  the 
irdittons  which 
ve  have  been 

A 

toght,  whether 
by  word,  or  our 
epiftlc, 


in  Chrift*  and  faithful  adherence  to  him,  according  to 
the  truth  of  the  gofpel- revelation  of  him,  as  God1*  ap¬ 
pointed  way  and  means  of  bringing  you  fafe  to  glorv  ; 
the  end  and  means  being  inseparably  conne&ed  in  ni$ 
decree,  and  in  the  execution  of  it. 

14  To  which  filiation,  as  to  be  brought  about  in 
this  way,  he  has  now,  as  the  fruit  of  elefting  love  ef- 
feflu-Uy  called  you,  {ver*  13-  and  Rom .  viiL  30-  fee 
the  note  there)  by  our  preaching  the  gofpel,  not  a  gof- 
pel  which  wc  are  the  authors  of,  but  a  difpenfation  of 
which  is  committed  to  us,  and  which  is  faithfully  mi** 
niflred  by  us,  in  oppofition  to  all  other  pretended  gof- 
pels,  (1  Cor.  ix,  17,  and  Gab  i.  8*)  that  yc  might  be 
thereby  brought,  through  the  attending  operation  of  the 
Spirit,  unto  a  title  and  claim  to,  and,  at  length,  the 
full  enjoyment  of  that  immortal  (late  of  blit  and  glory, 
which  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  has  purchafed,  prepared 
and  taken  poflViDon  of,  as  your  Head  and  Forerunner 
for  you,  and  hath  piomifed,  and  at  the  laft  day  will 
adjudge  and  bring  you  to,  that  ye  may  behold  his  glo¬ 
ry,  and  be  made  like  him,  and  completely  happy  wi:h 
him,  in  foul  and  body  for  ever. 

15  In  c'onfideration  therefore  of  what  God  has  thus 
gncioully  defigned  .and  done  for  you,  dear  brethren, 
and  of  the  pronufed  a  Hi  fiances  which  from  thence  ye 
may  further  well  expe£t  and  depend  upon,  We  earneft- 
ly  befeech  you  to  ftand  fall  in  the  faith,  comfort  and 
hope,  dudrine,  botinefs,  and  profeflion  of  the  gofpel ; 
and  (ledfaftly  to  maintain  the  important  points  of  truth 
and  duty  t,  which  ye  have  been  in  fir  lifted  in  by  us, 
rhe  fervants  of  Chrift,  {chap.  i.  1.  and  1  Tbejf.  u  j.) 
whether  by  word  of  mouth,  while  we  were  wiih  you  » 
or  by  this,  and  i/ur  former  epifile,  which  contain  an 
important  part  of  the  faith,  that  is  delivered  to  the  faints , 
(Jude,  ver .  3.}  as  the  only  ftandard  of  duftrines,  wor¬ 
th  ip,  and  obedience* 

16  Now 


N  O  T  E- 


t  This  hWing  the  trafithm  rclarrg  only 
la  ludi  doctrines  as  the  apoftle  and  his  lel- 
Imv- labourers  had  detirered  to  them,  p er« 
tuining  ta  ilit;  only  rule  of  faith,  worfhlp, 
and  tihcilicncc,  by  their  pvrfonAl  preaching 
and  cun  vet  £ition,  yrhy  the  writing  of  this, 

arid  the  former  cpiftfc  ;  and  therefore  it 
cannot  give  the  leaft  countenance  to  the  eraf 
Uti&ilwii  of  the  Papifts,  which  they  pre¬ 
tend  have  been  ban  fled  down  thrnngh  many 
hundreds  ofyan ;  but  are  really  Huff'd  with 
fu/h  rui'culons  and  iacrediMt  {lories  as 
udiher  agree  with  the  feripture  nor  with 


COfnmon  fenfe:  and  as*  bv  nil  thefc  tr:-;?:* 

■r 

tions*  they  cannot  puipf  out  fo  much  as  one 
of  the  particulars  that  were  delivered  r*» 
the  Thtjfohniw  by  word  of  month  fr  mi  iJjc 
apoftic  any  farther  than  they  are  recorded 
in  the  Ne*  Tcftament,  or  may  be  gathered 
front  thence,  ic  is  time  enough  for  ui  to  a  - 
tend  to  their  traditions  >  *hen  they  can  pro¬ 
duce  teflhnonies  to  them  as  authentic,  sri 
urclMtnowii  to  us,  3S  tfivfe  were  to  the  Tvtt* 
fafoniiftts;  or  can  prove  ihera  by  the  wonl  0* 
God,  (4cc  the  note  on  1  Cor*  xu  a.) 
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rtf  Not*  gur 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
hi •\iicll, and  God, 
even  our  Father, 
which  hath  loved 
ut,  and  hath  gi¬ 
ven  everUfrng 
confutation,  and 

jood  hope  thro' 
£r«x. 


17  Comfort 

ytiiir  hearts,  am) 
cftabiitii  you  tn  er 
very  good  ward, 
and  work. 


s 


f(>  Now,  upon  the  great  encouragement  we  have  to 
hope  well  concerning  you,  as  thr  chofeu  and  called  of 
GoL  (ver,  1 3,  14,)  Weearneftiy  pray,  with  comfor¬ 
table  aflurance  of  being  heard,  that  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrttt  hi  mfclf,  as  the  divine  Saviour,  who  has  redeem* 
ed  us  by  his  blood,  and  purchafed  eternal  glory  for  us, 
and  will  be  our  judge  at  the  bit  day  to/confer  it  upon 
us  *  ;  and  that  God  the  Father,  even  our  covenant* 
God  the  Father  in  him,  who,  we  truft,  has  loved  both 
you  and  us  with  an  everlaiting  love,  and  has  by  mani- 
filiations  of  it  revived  our  fouls  with  his  confutations, 
which  are  everlafting  in  their  foundation,  matter,  ten¬ 
dencies  and  final  iflues,  though  not  always  or  alike  fen* 
iibly  enjoy'd,  while  we  are  in  this  prefent  ftate  of  im¬ 
perfection  >  and  who  hath  given  us  freely  by  hjs.grace 
the  bed  of  all  hope,  even  a  good  hope  of  crcrnal  life, 
which  isfolid,  fcriptural,  and  well-grounded,  and  fhall 
never  make  us  alhamed,  becaufe  the  love  of  God  is 
filed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghofi,  which  13 
given  to  us,  (JJoaj.  v,  5,} 

17  We,  I  fay,  eameftly,  and  with  humble  confi¬ 
dence  beg,  that  thefe  adorable  per  Tons  in  the  Godhead 
would,  with  concurring  agency,  according  to  the  re- 
fpeftive  parts  which  they  have  voluntarily  undertaken 
in  the  oeconomy  of  falvation,  JiU  your  fouls,  yet  more 
and  more,  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  that  ye 
may  abound  in  hope,  through  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  (itom*  xv-  13,)  and  may  be  comforted  under  all 
troubles,  fears,  and  dangers  ;  and  that  they  would 
flrengthen  and  fortify  you  immovably,  unto  all  perfe- 
verance  in  every  doftrine  of  the  gofpel,  which  brings 
good  tidings  of  great  joy  ;  as  alfo  in  every  foit  of  found 
fpeech,  which  catHior  be  condemned  j  and  in  every 
good  work  of  righteouIWfsj  with  regard  to  God,  your- 
felves,  and  one  another* 


HECOLLKCTIONS, 

How  exceeding  dangerous  is  it  to  be  milled  into  mirtaken  expirations  *>f  divine 
appearances,  like  that  of  ChriftV  immediately  coming  to  judgment,  ML,  thro'  dif* 
appointment  therein,  we  Ihould  be  tempted  to  tiifli Jicve  ilu*  whole  rofpt'l,  which 
w  e  thought  encouraged  them !  j  t  is  no  wonder  that  the  prom ifes  of  ChnJVs  ft  cond 
appearing  are  not  yet  fulfilled,  finer  \vt  are  oifured  by  the  ipirit  of  prop. Vos 
the  general  a  poflacjr,  under  th*  man  tiffin,  or  papal  power,  which  ;dfumesihe 
prerogatives  of  God,  was  fir  ft  to  rife  and  reign,  till  it  fhall  be  deflroyod  bv  the 
of  Chrift’fl  mouth,  and  the  bnghtndu  of  his  emit  tag ;  mid  iinof  this  powrjr 
could  not  be  fet  up  till  the  government  of  the-  Roman  Ccfars  ihould  be  difolvrd. 


N  O 

*  btrd  Jefii  Chtifi  is  here  con  fid; red 
as  the  objtf  ft  of  rrlifriottf  worihip,  aud  the 

author  of  the  bleflhigs  that  are,  lmplicitely 
at  Wfi,  prayed  for  from  him,  in  the  fame 
manner  chilly,  and  together  with  the 
ther,  ubich  foppofrs  Ids  proper  divinity, 
ordio^  to  the  tlUbli&ci  and  iinch-mg*- 


r  E,  Bhc 

®Jde  taw  of  worfmp,  a*  n.vi«d  l.y  himself, 
Netth*  iv.  io,  an 'l  his  i>rh>£  mr-ihnn  d  in 
this  manner,  even  before  the  Father,  rA:s 
off  all  pretences  of  fcis  biicnorviy,  ehher  m 
))uty  or  worth :p,  on  account  of  ;hc  Fa¬ 
ther’s  bvta£  uditr  un;-*  nit:j'Eu;nc&  LoUnc 
bun. 
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Rut  ala*  !  how  dreadful  muft  their  condemnation  and  definition  be,  whom  God 
}  i  his  right ous  judgment  gives  xp  te  fucb  a  fpirit  of  delation  as  fondly  to  be¬ 
lieve,  arul  voluntarily  comply  uith,  all  the  idolatry,  fuperltftion-  tyranny,  and 
corruptions  of  popery,  which  are  propagated  by  frtanical  forgeries,  and  vain  pre¬ 
tences  to  miraculous  powers  aji4  11  that,  in  reality,  are  no  other  than  lying 
wonders!,  God  riglrteoufly  fuffers  the  admirers  of  there  to  he  deceived  by  them  ; 
fiecati fe  they  did  not  like  to  embrace  the  truth  of  the  gofpel  concerning  Chrift, 
a?  ihc  only  Mediator,  that  they  might  be  fared#  But  O  how  happy  is  the  ftatc 
of  thofc  that  femred  from  thefe  damning  errors,  by  God**  having,  in  his 
free  love,  chnfen  them  from  eternity  to  fa] ration,  through  fa  rustication  of  the 
Spirit,  and  belief  of  the  truth,  which  (land  infcparably  connected  in  the  pttrpofe 
of  God,  ami  in  the  execution  of  it,  as  the  why  and  means  of  bringing  about  this 
glorious  end  !  In  order  hereunto  hr  cfletfmUy  calls  them,  unto  the  obtaining 
of  the  immortal  life,  which  Chrifl  hath  brought  to  light  by  the  gofpel,  and  will 
advance  them  to,  at  the  taft  day.  With  what  encouraging  hope,  and  confidence 
of  a  bldlcd  ilfhe  ,  upon  the fe  grounds,  may  believers  receive,  and  ited frilly  ad- 

1  p  *  t  «■  ■  #  *  ^  A  1  4  4  -B-  -■  .  ■ 

here 
Lord 

ponfolatmn,  as  is  of  an  cverlafting  nature,  and  fuch  good  hope,  through  grace, 
p?  Jhait  never  tlifapnoint  them  ;  but  Ihal!  be  to  their  abundant  joy,  and  tftablifb- 
nurnt  in  every  good  doctrine,  way#  and  work,  till  they  arrive  at  heavenly  glory! 


Dii'LifLi  unit ,  upon  tnc ic  grounds,  may  ogite vers  receive,  ana  ncui^iuy  ac¬ 
ta,  what  is  delivered  by  infpired  writers ;  and  be  earneft  in  prayer,  that  their 
L  and  Saviour,  and  their  God  and  Father  in  him,  would  give  them  fuch 

■  *  ■  ■  J*  A  ■  L  H.  -H_  h  i 


Tr  it 

plrwily,  breth¬ 
ren,  piay  tur 
us  thai  rhe  mud 
of  the  Lord  may 
hive  pu  co'irfe, 
and  be  gluiifktl 
even  as  it  is  «rhh 
you  * 


CHAP.  IIL 

The  cpoflle  defires  prayer  for  himjiff  and  hit  felimv-laiourers ;  exprejjcs 
his  confidence  in  the  Theffalonians,  and  prays  for  them ,  1,-5* 
Charges  them  to  •withdraw  from  diforderly  walkers^  and  particularly 
frzm  thhfe  that  were  lazyt  and  hujy*bcdiesf  contrary  to  his  example 
and  command^  6, —  i And  concludes  with  a  prayer  for  them ,  and 
with  a fjfutation  and  benediction  y  f6,— 1 8. 

Paraphrase. 

>vjOW,  my  dear  brethren  in  Chrift,  to  draw  towards  a 
^  clofe  of  thisepiflle,  Let  me  earheftly  intreat  your 
fervent  prajers  for  me,  and  my  fellow- labourers*  fuch 
as  Silvanus  and  Timothy ,  who  join  with  me  in  writing 
to  you,  {chap,  L  3.)  rhat  we  may  be  directed,  affifted, 
and  owned  in  our  great  and  difficult  work,  for  which 
wc  are  infuffieieru  of  ourfelves*,  and  that  the  gofpel  of 
fuivarion,  of  which  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  author 
and  principal  fubjccl,  may  ruii  with  fpeed  and  fuccefs, 
(Tf'X”)  and  be  fpiead  and  propagated  in  its  purity  and 
power  all  around,  far  and  wide,  and  not  hinrirsd  in  its 
progrefs ;  but  may  bear  down  all  oppolition  before  it* 
and  He  received  with  honour  and  eftetm,  as  of  divine 
authority,  and  a  glorious  fcheme  of  falvation  ;  and  may 
produce  glorious  effects  in  the  converfion,  edification, 
and  holy  converfatipn  of  multitudes,  wherever  it  is 
preached,  even  as  it  has  among  you#  (See  I'Tbejf  i#j,  6#) 
2  And  wc  in  a  fpecial  manner  beg  ycur  prayers,  that 
we  may  be  kept,  orrefeued  out  of  the  hands  of  unbe* 
iieving  Jewijh  zealots*  and  delivered  from  perils  among 

1  iC.  f  .  .  J  L.U  . _ .  V  m  |H _  ^  V  I  /  I  «  ^  I 


1  Andihat*’* 
piay  be  (teUrcrtd 
from  unrtvfo^- 
oblc  and  wfckiJ 


ir.tn  ;  lorah  mep  falfe  brethren ,  (2  Cor*  xi.  26,)  who  are  Jnfolcnt- 

fl4VC  HOC  1„  _ _ J’  _ 1  _LJ" _ 1  *_  _i  *  ^  1  1  * 


■  ■> 


Jy  pervcric  and  abfard  in  theif  reasonings,  and  preja- 
diccs  againft  us,  and  are  malictaufly  wicked  in  their 


tsrinclnles 
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3  Hat  the  Lord 
i*  faithful,  why 
(bail  etfebiifS  yoUj 
and 

criL 


4  And  tie  !wvc 
rrmfidence  in  the 
Lord  touching 
you,  t hit  ye  both 
Ao  and  will  do 
the  tiling  which 
we  command  you. 


S  And  the  Lord 
direct  your  hearts 
into  the  love  iff 
GcxlT  .  ahd  1  r.Lo 
the  patient  wait¬ 
ing  fur  Chi  id. 


principles  and  practices,  endeavouring  to  (lop  our 
mouths,  and  throw  us  into  prifons,  and  would  pcrfccute 
us  unto  death  ;  Many  of  thefe  we  meet  with  wherever 
we  go,  as  we  did  at  Theffahnica  :  (Acts  xviu  y*  and  I 
Thejf*  ii+ 15,  i<>,  18,)  For  it  is  undeniable  evident  from 
hence,  that,  even  among  profeflbrs  of  religion  and 
Chriffianity  itfclf,  all  of  them  do  not  cordially  embrace 
Chrili,  according  to  the  truth  of  the  "gofpei,  hy  that 
frith,  which  works  by  love,  and  purifies  the  heart* 

3  But  though  falfe  and  hypocritical  pretenders,  who 
receive  not  the  love  of  the  truth  that  they  may  be  faved9 
(chap,  ii,  10.)  be  left  of  God  to  Lhcmfelves,  and  turn 
violent  enemies  to  us  and  you  for  the  gold's  frkej  yet 
ye  ought  not  to  be  difeouraged  upon  this  account  :  For 
as  ye  have  received  the  word  of  God*  not  as  the  word  of 
man ,  but  (jj  it  is  in  Truth)  the  word  of  God*  which  if* 
feflually  works  dlfo  in  you  that  believe*  (1  ThriL  ii.  13,) 
fo  ye  may  aJTuredly  depend  upon  his  faithfulnefs,  in 
making  good  his  covenam-prcmife  of  perfevering  grace, 
(Jer.  xxxii.  40.)  that  he  will  confirm,  fettle,  and 
(Lengthen  you  in  the  doctrine  and  grace  of  faith,  and 
in  your  holy  profeffion  of  it,  and  pratliee  of  gndlinefs 
according  to  it  ;  and  will  To  far  prrfervc  and  fccure  you 
frorti  the  power  of  tribulation)  /in,  and  Satan,  and  all 
his  wicked  inftnimeiits,  as  that  none  of  them  (hall  pre¬ 
vail  to  your  final  deftruftion* 

4  And  as  your  prefervation  is  to  be  in  a  way  of  holy 
obedience;  fo  we  have  an  entire  trull  and  joyful  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  Lord  Jefus  concerning  you,  as  believers 
in  him,  and  vitally  united  to  him,  that,  through  his 
grace,  ye  not  only  hitherto  have  been,  and  flil!  are,  but 
flnli  perfeveringly  continue  to  be  obedient  in  all  things 
to  thole  commandments  which  we  have  delivered,  and 
may  furrher  deliver  to  you,  in  his  name,  and  by  his 
authority*  ( ver ,  6,) 

5  And,  according  to  this  our  hope  in  Chrift  con* 
cerning  you,  we  earneitly  pray,  that  the  Lord  the  Spi- 
rit  *  would,  by  his  light  and  influence,  fet  to  rights 
all  the  irregular  motions  of  your  hearts,  and  carry  them 
more  and  more  in  a  ftraight  courfir,  as  by  a  direct  line, 
[xsTwSwxi)  into  a  clear  and  experimental  acquaintance 
with  the  love  of  God  to  you,  and  imo  the  liveliest  ex* 

Crcifct 


NOTE* 

*  Tie  Lvrd  here  applied  to  firem*  10  be  Cj rf  the  Father,  siwt  the  patient  with™  fir 
belt  underftoorf  <»f  ft*  the  Sp iriit  (Kvpt*  Cbrifi3  or  petiewc  vf  Cbrtfti  ?* 

wiivpzlvf)  as  i  Cor.  iii,  j8,  may  properly  and  the  things,  here  praJM  for,  are 

be  rendered  1  for  the  Fa*her  ami  Sun  are  rrprclciittd  in  feriptore,  iis  the  Ipeetal  and 
fpoken  of  at  perfbns  diflinA  from,  this  immediate  work  of  the  Holy  Gfrofi.  lice 
Lord,  who  dircftt  the  heart  into  ih  hv$  of  Jl?m>  v*  $*  ami  Ouit  v,  r$,  1*. 
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6  Now  com¬ 
mand  v#h,  hrcih  - 

r 

ren*  »r;  Ute  name 
of  our  Ltirdjcfiis 
Ghrill,  that  ye 
w-itlirfraw  your- 
fclv^s  from  every 
brother  tHa  t  walk* 
ftth  disorder]  y,and 
rot  alter  the  eru¬ 
dition  u-hich  lie 
received  of  «. 


j  For  yfrtirfelvcs 
know  how  ye 
ou^hl  10  folio# 
its;  for  ue  kb- 
\etl  not  uurJthci 

rtifordedy  among 

yoy ; 


I  Ncithet  did 

ivft  <Mf  any  man's 
tread  fo*  nof.yht. 
hut  «rftu ,'l’-t  with 
btboui  autl  travd 

I-ifhF 


ercifes  of  your  love  to  him!  under  a  ferife  of  his  having 
firft  loved  you,  (1  John  iv*  rj>*)  as  alfo  into  affe&ing 
and  endearing  reflections  upon!  and  imitation  of,  the 
wonderful  patience  with  which  Chrift  endured  all  his 
fuflerings  for  your  fake  ;  and  into  a  patient  continuance 
in  wll-tUngy  (Rom,  it,  7*)  under  all  your  troubles  ami 
dangers  for  his  fake,  and  a  patient  expectation  of  his 
fecond  coming*  (*  Thcff*  i*  JOp)  which  will  ere  long 
put  an  end  to  all  your  trials*  and  make  you  a  rich  and 
everJafting  amends  for  them* 

6  Now,  dear  brethren  in  the  Lord*  having  exprefled 
our  good  opinion  and  hopes  concerning  you*  as  a  fpi* 
titua]  and  holy  body*  and  the  fmccre  defire  of  our  fouls 
for  you  all*  We  take  this  opportunity  to  add,  that*  as 
we  hear  fome  of  your  number  continue  to  be  idle,  and 
bufy-bodieSj  (ver.  1  r,)  notwithstanding  the  fuleron  in* 
jundions  we  had  given  to  the  contrary,  (1  7$*^!  iv, 
iiy  12*)  fo  wc,  in  reflection  hereupon,  think  it  high 
rime  to  enjoin  you,  as  a  church,  by  the  authority,  and 
for  the  glory  of  Chrift*  our  common  Lord  and  Saviour, 
from  whom  we  have  received  our  commiilion  and  in- 
ftruftions,  that  ye  remove  from  your  holy  communion* 
and  urold  all  unneceflary  familiarity  and  conversion 
with  every  brother,  or  member  of  your  religious  focic- 
ty,  of  what  rank  or  ftation  foever,  that  lives  irregularly, 
going  into,  and  per  fitting  in  fuch  a  courfe  of  lazinefs, 
and  intermeddling  with  orfaer  people’s  affairs,  as  is  very 
injurious  to  public  and  family* peace*  and  diftionourable 
to  the  Chriftian  character;  and  -no  way  agreeable  to 
the  admonitions  which  we  have-  delivered,  whether  by 
word  of  mouth,  or  in  our  former  epiftle,  [chap*  ji*  15. 
fee  the  note  there)  and  exemplified  in  our  own  behavi¬ 
our  when  we  were  prefent  with  you* 

7  For  by  thefe  means,  ye  yourfelves  very  well  know 
the  manner  in  which  ye  ought  to  Imitate  us,  and  walk 
anfwerable  to  our  dirc&ians,  as  ye  cheerfully  did  at 
your  converfion,  (t  Thejf*  i.  6-)  For  we  can  appeal, 
not  only  to  the  Lord  himfelf,  but  even  to  your  own 
conferences,  as  cur  iuitnejfest  ho^v  he lilyf  jnjtly^  andun* 
flameahfyj  we  all  along  behaved  our/elvei  among  you^  (1 
Them  ii,  1  a.)  and  how  careful  we  were,  not  to  live 
at  a  fluthful  diforderly  rate,  contrary  to  the  rule  of  the 
word  which  wc  laid  before  you  when  we  were  at 
Tbrjpihnica* 

8  No,  nor  did  we  partake  of  any  one’s  food,  or  ta¬ 
ble  with  him,  at  free-eofl,  without  paying  for  it;  but 
earned  cur  hread  before  we  eat  it,  by  diligent  and  wea- 

rifomc  labour  with  our  own-hands,  taking  abundance 

of 
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nijhl  and  i*y, 
ikt  we  might  not 
*<  chargeable  to 
uny  of  you ; 


9  Not  beeanfe 

AC  tuve  not  pow+ 
er,  but.  t/i  mskc 
-■!^rrl'"lvcs  an  cn- 
tinlo  yutl 

■_:>  follow  Q£. 


io  For  even, 

when  wc  wetc 
uiih  yoir,  this  we 
Commando!  you* 
tbjl  il  ai-y  would 
ivjc  work*  neither 
fUndd  be  at. 


1 1  For  vc  hca  r 

that  there  are 
fume  which  u-»]k 
anyvflg  you  di^ 
orderly,  worMr^ 
jw»t  at  all,  but  arc 
(Arfv-bodLei. 


of  pains,  and  undergoing  great  fatigues  early  and  fate* 

by  day  and  night  ;  fomeiimes  in  preaching  the  gofpel* 
as  we  had  opportunity  for  it,  and  at  others,  in  work¬ 
ing,  as  occasions  required,  at  handicraft  trades  in  feve¬ 
rs!  places*  (A£h  XYui*  '}*  and  xx*  34.)  and  particularly 
among  you,  (i  Tbejf,  if*  9-  fee  the.  note  on  j  Cor*  it*  1*) 
that  we  might  provide  lor  curfdvcs,  and  not  br  a  bur* 
den  to  any  of  you,  as  fame  of  a  covetous  temper,  or 
turrow  cireumlUnccs,  might  thought  us,  had  we 
been  m«iitiuintd  at  their  experce* 

9  1  remind  you  of  this,  not  as  though  we  had  not  a 
juft  right  by  virtue  of  our  office,  according  to  the  rea* 
fan  of  things,  and  the  authority  of  Chrift,  to  infill; 
upon,  ami  even  demand  a  covenant  and  comfortable 
maintenance,  in  return  far  our  mint  II?  rial  labours,  at 
I  have  ftftcrtcd  and  proved  at  large  to  others,  (1  Cor*  it* 
4, — 14  )  and  now  mention  to  you  ;  but  we*  of  our  own 
accord,  freely  waved  all  cl :11ms  of  this  nature,  and  work* 
ed  with  our  own  hands  for  a  livelihood,  to  take  off  pre¬ 
judices  againft  11s,  as  though  we  were  mercenary  crea¬ 
tures,  and  to  propagate  the  gofpc!  the  more  fuccefsftil* 
ly*  and  parti cu I ady  to  fat  you  a  good  example,  and 
(TUjr**  vut*}  give  you  z  pattern  of  iuduftry  in  your 
ieveral  callings,  that  yc  might  be  excited,  and  even 
conft rained  to  imitate  us  therein,  as  well  as  to  follow 
our  precepts  relating  to  it. 

10  For,  having  oblervcd  appearances  of  a  lazy  tem¬ 
per  in  fame,  even  when  we  wtre  among  you,  we  ltri£t* 
Jy  commanded  you  all  in  general,  that  if  any  one  of 
your  needy  Chriitian  brotherhood,  who  is  able  to  work 
for  his-  living,  would  not  take  due  pains  to  provide  for 
him  (elf  and  his  family,  if  he  has  one,  his  indolence 
and  doth  fliould  not  he  indulged  by  affording  him  a 
maintenance  out  of  the  charity  of  the  church,  which 
ought  to  he  applied  to  the  relief  and  comfort  of  fnch 
of  their  poor,  as  through  ficknefs  or  age,  or  decay  of 
nature,  or  any  other  means,  are  incapable  of  doing  any 
thing  for  their  own  lupply*  And  ye  need  not  wonder*  „ 
that  we,  now  again,  lb  ftrenucully  urge  this  point  upon 
you* 

11  For  we  have  been  credibly  informed,  after  all 
that  has  been  fa  id  and  wrote  about  it,  that  there  are 
fame  idle  members  of  the  church,  who  walk  irregu¬ 
larly,  in  dircdl  contradiction,  not  only  to  our  exprefs 
injunftions,  and  the  general  rule  of  Chriftiaaity,  which 
tftabiifhcs  all  the  duties  of  the  civil  life  5  but  even  to 
the  moral  law  itfelf,  {Extd*  xx.  r  I .)  and  to  the  order 
of  all  political  and  religious  focicties,  and  of  the  crca* 

lion. 
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i>  Ntw  them 
ibac  are  fuch  ve 
coratund  ,  and 
cakurt  by  our 
I^ord  Jefti*  Chriit, 
tjm  wkh  quiet* 
ttfe  they  work, 
and  eat  their  wn 


tion,  and  the  prefent  condition  of  man,  who  was  form* 
ed  for  a&ivity  and  butinefs  in  his  original  ft  ate*  and 
was  doomed  to  eat  his  bread  in  the  fweat  of  his  brows , 
after  the  fall:  (Genti'ui$*  and  iii,  19,)  Thefe,  going 
out  of  their  rank,  )  like  loofe  foidiers,  do  not 

care  to  be  employed  in  their  proper  callings,  or  in  any 
ofeful  fervices  at  all}  but,  as  is  common  with  fuch  fort 
of  people,  they  wafte  their  rime  in  gadding  abroad, 
and  fauntring  about,  and  curioufly  prying,  and  offici- 
oufly  thrufting  themfelves  inm,  and  making  their  idle 
remarks  upon  other  peopled  matters  which  they  have 
no  call  to  meddle  with  »  but  which  they  bufy  themfclves 
about,  to  the  great  difturbance  of  particular  perfons, 
families,  and  neighbours,  and  the  creating  of  jealou- 
fics,  mi  funder  fundings,  and  quarrels  between  friends, 
and  fetting  them  at  variance  by  their  tattling  and  tale¬ 
bearing  humour,  which  makes  them  per  fed  incendia¬ 
ries,  and  the  nufance  and  peft  of  all  company,  where- 
ever  they  come* 

1  a  Now,  whofoever  they  be,  that  are  of  this  floth- 
ful  afyd  pernicious  difpofition  and  behaviour,  we  again 
folemnly  charge  them  by  divine  authority;  and  ear- 
nefUy  intreat  them  by  the  endearing  love  of  Chrift,  our 
great  Lord  and  Matter,  and  for  his  fake,  as  ever  they 
would  avoid  his  difpleafure,  and  honour  iheir  preftf- 
fiou  of  his  name,  that,  according  to  our  former  exhor- 


13  But  ye, 
(fl'ctbren1  be  doc 
wcury  in  wdl-do- 

“>5- 


tatioo,  (1  7 heff-  i?*  11.  fee  the  note  there)  they  would 
ftudy  to  be  quiet,  and  do  their  own  burin  eft,  with  a 
meek  and  peaceable  frame  of  fptrit,  and  fet  themfelves 
diligently  to  work  with  their  own  hands,  in  their  re* 
fpe£ti?e  ftatioos  ;  and  fo,  by  the  bkffing  of  God  on 
their  honeft  labour,  may  provide  fuch  food  for  thrm- 
felves  and  theirs,  as  they  have  duly  earned,  and  bought 
with  there  own  money,  that  they  maybe  beholden  to 
no  one's  charity  for  thcir.fubfiftence;  ami  that,  inllead 
of  being  burdenfome  to  others,  they  may  have  to  give 
to  him  that  needs •  {Ephef.  iv.  2tf*) 

13  But  as  for  rhofe  of  you,  dear  brethren,  who  to 
the  honour  of  your  Chriftian  character,  have  minded 
your  own  bulinefs,  and  not  offictoufly  meddled  with 
other  peopled  affairs,  we  befeech  you  to  per  lift  unwea¬ 
ried  ly,  and  without  reluctance,  in  a  diligem  difeharge 
of  the  civil,  as  well  as  religious  duties  of  your  lefpcc- 
tive  ftations  ;  and  particularly  in  doing  good,  with  all 
cheerfulnefs  and  liberality,  to  the  indufirious,  and  yet 
ntceffitous  poor  among  you,  (Gal.  vh  9,  10.)  tho*  ys 
ought  to  with-hold  your  charity  from  fuch,  as  arc  able, 
but  not  willing,  to  work  for  their  own  livelihood  ver  .10- 

14  Anti 
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14  And  if  any 
man  obey  notour 
Mord  by  this  e* 
or  flic,  note  that 
viinp  and  have 
.10  company  ulrh 
him,  thin  hf  dny 
^  aJhaoicd* 

1  1 


tj  Yet  count 
hhn  not  an  e* 

army,  but  ad- 

rr.Molh  htm  u  a 

br^dicr. 


x6  Nctf  the 

give  you 
^vicc  always,  by 
aii  iivaiw.  The 
l  ovd  fa  wiib  you 

gii- 


14  Anti  if  there  ftill  be  any  flotfiful  perfon  of  your 

community,  who  payt  no  regard  to*  nor  is  reformed  by 
the  commandments  and  exhortations,  rbat  we  have  de¬ 
livered  by  Chr  ill's  authority*  as  before*  £6  in  this  cpif- 
tle,  relating  to  fuch*  (wr,  G,  io,  n.)  It  is  your  duty* 
as  a  church  *  to  fet  a  brand  of  infamy  upon  biro*  by 
railing  him  out*  as  an  unworthy  member  j  and  not 
to  countenance  him  afterwards,  by  an  intimacy  of  friend- 
fhip,  or  mniecefEixy  familiarity  in  converfatton  with 
him*  to  tbe  end  that*  by  your  Chy  and  cool 

carriage  toward  him*  he  may  turn  inwards*  and  bJufh 
ant!  be  aftume:!*  in  reflection  on  his  fin  *  and*  through 
divine  grace*  may  be  brought  to  repent  of  it,  and  to 
loach  ami  abhor  himfclf  for  it,  with  full  purpofc  of 
heart  to  depart  from  it, 

15  E ut*  in  order  to  your  attaining  this  great  anj^good 
end  of  excommunication.  Take  heed  of  treating  him 
before-hand  with  aufterity  and  roughnefs,  as  if  ye  aim¬ 
ed  at  his  ruin  in  temporal  or  fpiritual  concerns,  and  not 
merely  at  the  dejlruitim  uf  the  jfcjb)  that  bis  foul  may 
be  Javed  in  the  day  0/  the  Lord  JeJus^  (fee  tbe  note  on  t 
Cor.  v.  y.)  Nor  ought  ye  immediately  to  look  upon 
him*  as  an  implacable  and  utterly  incorrigible  enemy 
to  God  and  god  finds,  and  to  Chrift  and  the  gofpel; 
but  fhould  deal  tenderly,  as  well  as  faithfully  and  plain* 
)y  with  him  as  a  brother,  infecting  the  evil  of  bis  ways 
before  him,  and  palflng  the  awful  cenfure,  if  neceflary, 
upon  him,  and  in  giving  him  fcafonable  admonitions, 
as  opportunities  ofler,  confident^  the  relation  that  he 
cither  bears,  or  has  bore  to  you,  in  hopes  that,  by  the 
blcfling  of  God  on  fttch  attempts*  he  may  be  reclaimed* 
and  reftored  to  his  former  place  in  the  church. 

16  Now  may  the  Lord  Jefus  himfclf,  our  only  peace¬ 

maker  with  God,  ami  the  author,  parch  afeT,  and  giver 
of  all  manner  of  peace  and  bappinefs,  make  you  pro- 
fperous  in  all  grace  and  hoiinefs,  ami  fill  you  with  all 
joy  and  peace  in  believing,  chat  ye  may  have  peace  in 
your  own  fuuis,  and  ont  with  another^  and  may  be  a 
harmonious  and  flourifhing  church*  at  all  times,  and 
by  all  mantler  of  means,  that  are  fuited,  by  divine  ap¬ 
pointment,  to  promote  it  l  and  that  the  means,  nfed 
for  this  purpofe,  may  be  effectual,  we  earndlly  beg 
that  this  blelTid  Lord,  who  commands  and  loves  peace* 
and  delights  in  the  profperity  of  his  fervants*  would 
atford  all  and  every  one  of  you  his  fpecial  prefence*  hi 
a  way  of  providence  and  grace,  to  protcfl  and  guide* 
allift,  com  Tort*  and  perfect  all  that  concerns  you,  in 
whatfoever  relates  to  you  fcvcratlyi  and  altogether  as  a 
jphurch  !  17  To 
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IT  The  frlii ta.' 

tioii  of  Paul  with 
Tnifit  own  hand, 
which  is  the  to¬ 
ken  in  tvery  cpif- 
tle  :  &  I  write. 


18  The  grace 

rf  i'\\r  Lout  jo- 

fm  Chrilt  he  wii  h 

Joe  all.  Amen. 


17  To  conclude  with  the  falutation,  which  I  Paul 
write  with  my  own  hand,  3?  a  fare  mark  to  diftinguifh 
my  EpifUcs  from  fucb  as*  may  be  forged  under  my 
name;  avid,  as  pretended  to  come  from  me,  may  de¬ 
ceive  and  trouble  the  church,  {chap*  ii«  2,)  whenever 
any  of  my  letters  are  wrote  by  an  amanvaijii^  as  dic¬ 
tated  by  me,  1  always  at  the  dofe  add,  in  my  own 
hand-writing,  the  following  words,  or  to  that  tfleil, 
(fee  the  note  on  Rom*  ivi.  22.} 

18  May  the  free  love  and  favour  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jcfus  Chrift,  inclusive  of  all  its  (pedal  mani- 
fefhtious,  fruits  and  effects,  continually  abound  to  all 
and  every  one  of  you !  in  tdlimony  of  thr  lincrmy  of 
my  defire  and  pleaGiig  hopes  hereof,  I  heartily  foy, 
Adam* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  cnrocflly  ought  we  to  pray  for  the  fucci  f$  of  the  glorious  gofpel,  and  for 
the  prefer v^tton  and  liberty  of  Chri/P’s  ferv nuts,  that  their  preaching  it  may  not 
beobftnt&ed  by  the  violence  of  unbelieving,  |R-werie  and  wicked  men  !  And 
what  a  plcafcre  »  it  when  they,  to  whom  the  care  of  churches  ip  com  mi  tied*  have 
a  frtiftfadioiMn  their  own  minds,  that  the  Lord  will  eftabiifh  them  in  the  faith, 
hope,  and  bolinefs  of  the  gospel;  and  will  engage  their  hear  Is  to  do  his  command* 
merits,  as  delivered  to  them  in  his  name  i  But,  alas }  How  grievous  i*  it  to  find, 
that  any  church*  me  intiers  arc  difnriUrly  walkers,  lazy  in  their  own  proper  a  Hairs, 
and  miichievoua  bufy-bodies  in  other  people’s  matter?  to  the  fcandal  of  the  Clnv 
Jtian  name  l  The  clinches,  to  which  perfonsnf  thefe  diaraeUrs  belong,  ought  in 
cafe  they  cannot  be  reclaimed,  to  withdraw  from  them,  and  pafs  fuch  a  ccnfure 
as  may  be  a  mark  of  dt (grace  upon  them,  and  then  fhun  ail  inmecriTary  familia¬ 
rities  of  converfing  with  :$grmt  to  mate  them  aihamed  ot  the  evil  of  their  doings* 
that  are  direftly  contraryTD  the  precepts  and  example  of  the  holy  apoftics ;  and 
yet  they  ftioohl  be  treated,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  things  will  bear,  in  a  brotherly 
way,  to  bring  them  to  repentance.  How  unreafonable  is  it  that  idle  and  difor- 
derty  walkers  Ihould  live  upon  the  charity  of  others!  But  how  cbearfidiy  ;:nd 
gencroufty  fliotild-  the  induftrious  and  hclplcfe  poor  be  relieved,  according  to 
their  wants  !  May  all  the  churches  of  Chri ft  have  peace  among  tlicmftlves,  ami 
profperity  of  every  kind,  from  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  fahite  one  another  with  tie 
tinccrcft  Chrilttan  affection!  May  their  hearts  be  dirrfled  iniu  the  love  ofG«idr 
and  &  patient  waiting,  under  their  various  tribulations,  t<>r  Clhrifl’s  feccnd  com¬ 
ing  to  put  an  end  to  them  !  And  may  his  grace  be  ever  with  them  all  1  Amtn* 


A  PRAL 


A  PRACTICAL 


EXPOSITION 

O  F  T  H  E 

I'irfl  Epiflle  of  the  A  pottle  PAUL 

t  o 

TIMOTHY, 

In  the  Farm  of  3  Paraphrase. 


The  Preface  to  the  lurft  Epistle  to  TIM  O  T  H  Y. 

TIMOTHY.***  an  excellent  youth!  whofe  father  was  a  Grttkf 

and  his  mother  a  pious  Jewe/sy  (A£b  xvi.  i,  3*)  who  had  ta¬ 
ken  a  religious  and  exemplary  care  ro  educate  him  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  OldTeftarnent-ieriprures  from  his  childhood  up; 
(2  Tim*  i*  5.  and  id.  15.)  and.  Providence  calling  him  under  the  mi* 
nillrjr  of  the  apofUe  Pauly  this  young  man,  through  the  attending 
power  of  the  Holy  Uhoft,  was  converted  to  the  faith  of  Chrift*  as  fee  ms 
to  be  intimated  c hap*  1*  a*  (fee  the  note  rheve) ;  and  was  fo  enriched 
with  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Spirit,  that  the  apoflle  tud  a  great  af¬ 
fection  for  him*  and  toon  turned  his  thoughts  toward  him  for  an  af- 
fiilant  in  the  work  of  the  mmifiry  ;  And  that  the  Jews*  to  whom  the 
apottle  fiflt  preached,  might  nor  have  the  leaft  exception  again  ft  this 
his  idbciitr,  as  the  Ton  of  a  GentiU  by  the  father^  fide,  he  ordered 
him  to  be  ciicumcifcd,  which  he  had  not  been  in  the  days  of  his  infan¬ 
cy,  but  now  confronted  to  be:  and  then  took  him  for  his  companion 
under  the  character  of  an  ev^ngdift,  an  office  next  to  that  of  the  apo* 
tUdhip,  in  planting  and  watering  the  churches* 

Though  Paul  had,  doubtlefs,  taken  much  pains  with  this  young 
evajigelift  in  private  converfation,  to  fit  him  for  a  due  difeharge  of  his 
office,  hints  of  which  may  be  gathered  from  cit&p*  u  3*  and  a*  Eptft* 
i.  13,  and  iii.  10,-14-*,  yet  to  fix  things  more  upon  his  mind,  and 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  having  recourfe  to  them  afterwards,  and  of 
communicating  them  to  others,  as  there  might  be  occafion,  either  at 
Ephefuiy  where  it  is  mod  generally  fuppefed  Timothy  then  was,  or 
wherever  he  might  go  to  fulfil  his  itinerant  work  ;  as  alfo  to  leave  di¬ 
vine 


<4* 


The  Preface  to  the  Firft  EpifUc  to  TimoTht. 

vine  directions  m  writing  for  the  ufe  of  the  church  and  its  mroiftere 
in  all  fucceedmg  apes,  he  fenthim  this  excellent  pa  ft  oral  letter,  which 
contains  a  great  variety  of  important  fentiments  far  their  regulation  % 
and  is  fuppoftxl  by  fume  to  have  been  written  about  the  year  of  our 
LfOrd  fifty- five*  and  by  others  fifty-eight :  And  about  nine  or  ten  years 
afterwards,  as  Tome  think,  he  followed  it  with  the  Second  Rpifite$  which 
ftiH  more  immediately  and  chiefly  related  to  Timothy  himfelf,  and  to 
his  own  perfonal  miriftry  and  conduct* 

The  time  when,  the  place  from  which,  and  the  perfon  by  Whom, 
this  epiftle  was  fenr,  are  indeed  varioully  conjefturcd  by  learne4  in¬ 
quirers  imo  antiquity,  while  they  all  agree  in  its  divine  autborify^  and 
its  being  written  by  the  apoftte  Paul, 

This  facred  writer,  after  his  ufual  declaration  of  his  apoftolic  cha- 
rafter,  and  affeftionate  falutation  of  Timothy ,  lays  before  him  his  du- 
ty  of  guarding  againft  thofe  judaizing  teachers  at  Ephefus^  or  elfwhere, 
that  taught  any  thing  contrary  to  the  found  doftrine,  which  he  him- 
1'clf  had  delivered,  according  to  the  trufl  that  Chrift  had  committed  to 
him*  ( Chap ,  i.)  And  as  they  adhered  to  fynagogue-werfhip,  and  fet 
themfelves  in  op  po  fit  ion  to  the  legality  of  the  power  of  Gentile  princes 
and  treated  it  with  contempt,  as  though  they  had  no  right  of  dominion 
over  them,  he  enjoins  the  offering  up  of  prayers  in  all  places,  without 
difttnftioo,  for  king*,  and  all  that  were  in  civil-authority,  and  for  fub- 
jefts  of  all  characters,  whether  they  were  Jews  or  Heathens  \  and  then 
goes  on  to  direft  the  behaviour  of  women,  among  whom  it  feema 
there  were  great  indecencies,  or^extra  vacancies  of  drefs,  and  an  affu- 
ming  management  in  religious  affemblies,  {Chap,  ii.)  Then  he  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  a  deferi prion  of  the  proper  qualifications  of  ordinary  bifhops 
or  paftors,  and  of  deacons  and  their  wives,  with  intimations  of 
the  courfe  Timothy  ought  to  take,  as  to  his  own  deportment  in  the 
church,  with  regard  to  fuch  perfons,  and  the  whole  of  hio  own  office, 
confidertug  the  vail  importance  of  that  doftrtne  which  he  was  to  preach : 
(Chap,  iii»)  From  thence  he  takes  occaCon,  to  add  fore- warnings  of 
feduccrs,  that  would  arife  and  pervert  many,  and  would  iffue  in  a  grand 
apoflacy;  ordering  him  to  give  fuch  notices  of  them  as  might  fortify 
the  church  of  Chrift  againft  them,  and  to  exercife  himfelf  in  fuch  ex¬ 
emplary  godlihefs,  and  attend  fo  intirdy  to  his  minifterial  work,  and 
to  the  improvement  of  his  gifts  in  preaching  the  true  doftrine  of  Chrift, 
in  fuch  2  ferious,  judicious,  diligent,  grave  «nd  faithful  manner,  as 
might  raife  his  youth  above  contempt,  and,  through  divine  grace, 
might  i>c  rendered  effeftual  to  the  final  falvnrion  of  his  own  and  his 
hearer® fouls,  (Chap,  iv»)  Thereupon  he  direfts  his  conduft  towards 
all  perfons  whether  men  or  women,  of  every  age  and  ftation  in  the 
church:  and  foie  irmly  charges  him,  as  in  the  prefence  of  Chrift,  to 
acqvm  himfelf  with  the  utmoft  prudence,  caution,  and  impartiality 
toward  them,  in  confidence  with  a  due  care  of  his  own  infirm  flare  of 
healrh,  and  fui table  to  the  clrcumflances  of  the  people  he  might  have 
to  do  with-  (Chap*  v*)  And  be  clofes  with  advice,  relating  to  the  du¬ 
ties  of  fervants,  and  the  perverfe  tendency  of  any  contrary  doftrine  of 

corrupt 
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corruptand  worldly  minded  men*  who  being  Grangers  to  the  power 
of  goOlinefs,  and  not  contented  with  a  moderate  (hare  of  the  conve¬ 
niences  of  this  life*  run  themfelvee  into  fin  and  ruins  through  their 
covetous  defires:  and  in  oppolition  to  theft,  he  charges  Timothy  toafit 
up  to  the  dignity  of  his  f acred  truft  and  character,  as  in  ihe  fight  and 
prefence  of  God,  and  as  he  would  anfwer  it  in  the  great  day  of  Chrift  j 
and  remonftrates  agaieft  an  abiife  of  the  riches  of  this- world,  anda- 
gainft  the  frife  principles  of  philofopby,  that  are  fubveifive  of  the  faith 
of  the  gofpel',  concluding  all  with  a  henedidUon*  like  himfelf,  faying* 
Grace  be  with  thee*  Amen,\Ckap*  vi«) 


CHAP.  I. 

The  apofite  afferts  his  office  as  of  divine  authority  ;  fa  lutes  Timothy ; 
and  reminds  him  of  the  charge  he  had  given  him  at  Ephtfus,  1, — 4. 
Of  bis  end  therein^  and  of  the  dejign  of  Mofaic  lawt  5*— H*  Of 
his  own  eortverjtofii  and  call  to  the  apoftlejbipy  12, — 17*  and  of  Ti* 
mothyV  obligation  to  man  tain  faith  and  a  good  c&nfcienoey  which 
Hymeneus  and  PhUctus  Sad  put  away  from  themy  [8,-20, 


Text  . 

PAU  L  ao  a- 

of  Je- 
ius  Chrift,  by  the 

corn  rraml  men  t  of 
God  our  Saviour, 
and  the  L aril Jcfus 
Chrift,  which  is 
our  tape  ; 


1  Uoto  TiWQ' 
thy  my  own  fun 
id  the  frith; 

mercy,  and 
peace  from  God 
t/ur  father t  and 
Jefitt  Chrift  our 

Lofd* 


Paraphrase* 

T)AUL,  who  is  an  apoftie  of  Jefus  the  true  Mcfliah, 
■*-  {*«/  inn*/**)  according  to  the  authoritative  and  gra¬ 
cious  appointment  of  God  the  Father,  who  is  the  ori¬ 
ginal  contriver  and  orderer  of  the  whole  fcheme  of  fel- 
vatton  j  and  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  the  great  Lord  and 
Redeemer,  the  author,  obje£t,  and  ground  of  all  out 
hope  toward  God,  in  oppolition  to  any  dependence  on 
the  works  of  the  law  for  juftification  and  is  the  only 
Mediator,  in  and  through  whom,  as  revealed  in  us  by 
his  Spirit,  according  to  the  gofpel-difcovery  of  him,  we 
have  good  hope  of  eternal. glory,  {Cot.  i,  27.) 

7  He,  who  thus  averts  his  apoJtolic  office,  to  hind 
what  he  is  going  to  write  upon  the  conferences  of  alt 
that  are  concerned  in  it,  even  1  Paul  fend  this  epiftlc 
to  you,  my  dear  Timothy ,  who  are  already  fully,  con* 
vinced  of  my  divine  authority*  and  whom  I  regard 
with  all  the  tenderneft  and  affection  of  a  father  to  his 
own  genuine  fon,  as  I  was  the  instrument  of  bringing 
you  to,  and  eftablifhing  you  in,  the  faith  of  Chrift +  ; 

and 


H  o  T  E- 

|  As  the  apoftie  called  Ti&cthr  hU  count  ofit  tn  rhe  fhott  hirtary  of  tbc-tajin^ 
(main s  fin  in  ibe  faiiht  (ynnu)  and  fn>  mng  or  the  apoftle**  acquaintance  with  him; 
qutntty  Hilad  him  hU  fin  (w.  *8.  for  he  commonly  fpeataof  th* rtc  under  this 

z  Tun,  L  and  i  Gw\  iv.  ?  )  it  Teems  pix>*  tender  appellation  t^T*'hambe  had  hern  £L\ 
table  chat  he  had  been  tire  toflrumeut  of  hit  as  of  fiins  and  Qtttfi*nuit  Tit,  i  4-  and  Phileau 
eon  ver  fio  n  ro  Lire  faith  of  Chrift-,  as  the  to- ;  aod  fpeaks  nt  frmifdf  as  3  tpiritunl 
Mdfiah  fpnhcn  of  in  iht  old  Teft ament -pro-  father,  and  of  tholi  as  his  children  whom 
phwy,  though  we  have  no  pajlicabr  ac*  he  bad  b*=jj;iteo  by  ihsgofpel,  i  Or,  i?*  14 


The  firji  SpiJUe  to  TiMotkt  paraphra/td,  Ch.  H. 


3  Ai  I  be- 
fmghi  thcc  to  »* 
hide  dill  at  Ephe* 
fus,  when  l  went 

into 

that  thou  might- 
eft  charge  feme 
that  they  teach  no 
other  dedriot; 


4  Neither  give 
heed  to  fables , 
a.nd  end  left  gene- 
iLof'ies^hidi  mi* 
aUVcf  quell  tons  i 
ntber  than  godly 
edifying,  which  is 
in  faith  j  fi  do* 


and  as  you  are  a  young  man,  and  a  fpiritual  child  of 
my  own  Iikenefs,  and  have  faithfully  ferved  with  me, 
as  a  fon  with  a  father,  in  the  gofpel,  (Wit  is*  20,  aa*) 
May  the  divine  favour,  in  ail  in  freenefs  and  fulncfc, 
and  the  divine  compaffion,  in  all  the  variety,  of,  its  mer¬ 
ciful  and  tender  exercifes,  which  you,  as  a  mlnider, 
more  than  private  Chriflians,  will  need,  in  a  fpecial 
manner,  to  fupport,  relieve,  encourage,  and  comfort 
you  under*  all  the  temptations,  labours,  difficulties  and 
dangers  of  your  ftation j  and  to  pity  and  pardon  all  your 
failings)  (fee  the  note  on  Rom *  u  7*)  and  may  all  the 
blcfhngs  of  peace,  with  God  and  in  your  own  foul, 
and  between  you  and  thofc  among  whom  you  may  be 
call,  together  with  all  manner  of  profperity,  abound 
richly  toward  you  from  God  our  Father,  as  the  eternal 
fountain  of  all  good,  and  from  Chrift  Jtfus  our  Lord, 
as  the  purchafer,  and  more  immediate  author  and  con¬ 
veyor  of  it  through  the  merit  of  his  own  blood* 

3  As  ldclired  and  exhorted  you  (raj******)  to  con¬ 
tinue  fome  time  after  me -at  Ephcfusy  when  1  took  my 
leave  of  that  famous  city,  and  pa  fled  into  Macedonia. ; 
(A£h  xx.  i,—40  1  would  now  remind  you  rf  my  de¬ 
fig  n  therein,  and  give  you  further  inftrudion  about  it, 
which  is,  that  you  might  in  the  name,  and  by  the  au¬ 
thority  of  Chrift  communicated  to  you  hy  me  hia  apo- 
ftie,  folemnly  enjoin  fome  well-known  ju  (hiring  Chrif* 
tiane  there,  and  in  thofe  parts,  that  they  never  dare  to 
broach  any  doftrine  different  from,  much  lets  contrary 
to,  and  corrupting  of,  the  fimplicity  of  that  which  f 
have  faithfully  preached,  under  divine  in  fpi  ration  a- 
morig  them,  and  wherever  !  have  gone. 

4  And  ye  are  to  charge  them,  that  they  never  re- 
guard,  or  propagate  any  fabulous  JevtlJb  traditions,  that 
are  groundless,  and  definitive  of  the  purity  of  the  gof- 
pel  $  nor  attend  to  the  frivolous  pretences  of  this  and 
that  particular  perfon  to  his  pedigree  in  an  uninter¬ 
rupted  line  from  Abrabam^ox  others  of  the  patriarchs*, 
which  lead  to  ufelefs,  intricate  and  endlefs  controvert 
ftes  f,  and  have  no  good  Tendency  to  fpiritual  edifica¬ 
tion  after  a  godly  fort,  fuch  as  is  approved  of  God,  and 

has 


NOTES. 

1  Sw  *  Cfor,  xm  14.  GoLl*.  If.  3ml  1  Thtff,  tolhts  we  mi]r  add  'the  genealogy  surf  pc- 
iL  ri.  Bur  l  do  not  find  iha:  ho  ever  tiled  digrecof  thetr  traditions,  whicli  they  dcri- 
tht$  appellation  with  regard  to  aoy  that  ved*  by  a  long  line  of  tbcceflion,  throat 
were  qm  coovened  by  his  mintftry.  die  baadf  of  mauy  doftors,  (Vol  J.  p  jo3.> 

*  ThcCt  genttltgits,  a*  Dr  Li^ht/wi  ob*  f  Ratbtr  than  is  obtsrvcxl  by  critics  to  L: 
were  not  any  of  the  geneaingics  in  often  tiled,  not  in  a  comparative  bwr  n^jf^ 
feripture;  but  their  long  intricate  pedigrees,  iivt  fcrlfc1  m  to  Litfc  juiu.  14.  Jzbn  m. 
that  they  flood  open  to  prove  them  ft  im  aud  xii  43,  and  ^  I  m*  ili* 

Jru/Sy  Levitts }  prieftt  tuid  the  like  ;  a  ad 


chi. 


EpifiU  fffTncoTar  paraphrafii . 


%  No#tnc  end 
of  th*  command* 
me nt  «  charity, 
tMitofapureiicart, 

and  faith  v<t* 
fag  ned  t 


6  From  which 
£  >iucs  havingfwer* 
ha/c  turned 
afidc  un*o  vain 
ogling. 


7  DeGringtobc 
leachert  of  the 

!■*,  underfUnd* 

trig  neither  what 
they  '  Bnc 

whereof  they  pi- 
firm,, 


_  F 


S  But  we  know 

j 

that  the  law  if 
good  *  if  g  man 

nfc  it  JawfaUy ; 


bu  him  for  its  author ;  nor  are  at  all  ufefu]  for  efta- 
biifliiag  the  doctrines  of  faith  in  Chrift,  or  bringing 
;any  *to  beJicve  in  him,  or  building  them  up  on  their 
moft  holy  faith*  who  have  believed  through  grace* 

5  Now  rhe  end,  which  is  aimed  at  t »  and  you  ought 
to  purfue,  in  the  charge  I  ordered  you  to  io force  upon 
judaizbig  Chrift'tans,  {vtr.  3,)  in  oppofition  to  their 
fabulous,  frmtlefs,  and  perplexing  difpines,  ( ver *  4,)  is 
to  promote  a  fpiric  of  love  toward  God,  and  Chrift* 
and  one  another,  as  fpringing  from  a  falsified  heart, 
and  a  faithful,  pure,  and  quiet  conscience,  that  is  pur¬ 
ged  from  dead  works  by  the  blood  of  Chrilt;  as  alio 
from  a  principle  of  fincere  faith',  without  the  lead  hy* 
pocrify, 

6  From  all  which  fome,  as  appears  by  rheir  language 

and  behaviour  under  a  profeflioit  of  Chriftianityv^a- 
ving  miffed  tire  grand  mark,  and  wander* 

ed  from  the  main  fcope,  to  which  ali  doctrines  and 
practices  ought  to  be  dire&ed,  have  turned  into  a  very 
different  and  rfire£Uy  contrary  courfe,  in  vainly  talking 
of  things  that  are  altogether  unprofitable  and  ferve 
only  to  ftir  up  anitnoffries,  ftrife,  and  doultful  de¬ 
putations,  like  their  idle  fables  and  endlcfs  genealo- 

gies, -(tw%  4-} 

7  They  affe&ing  to  fet  up  for  doctors  and  interpre¬ 
ters  of  rhe  JewiJb  law,  by  their  corrupt  and  uncertain 
traditions,  and  to  impofe  ir  upon  the  GentiUt\  while 
at  the  fame  time,  they,  in  reality,  neither  apprehend 
the  true  fcope  and  defign  of  that  law  irfelf,  nor  the 

confidently  afiert  in  their  falfe 


things  which  they 
gloffee  upon  it* 

8  But  thofe  of  us, 
ledge  of  the  gofpei, 


who  are  enlightened  in  the  know- 
and  in  the  principal  tendency  and 
cfofign  of  the  whole  JrwiJb  difpenfatiem,  are  throughly 
cony  meed  of  its  being  a  wife  and  holy  inftitution,  as  it 
was  appointed  of  God  for  anfwering  good  purpofcs,r  if 
a  regular  and  proper  ufc  be  made  of  it,  according  to' 

his  intention,  for  bringing  us  to  Chrift,  [Gal  m.  24.) 
even  the  etrtmcni&l  law  is  of  great  ufe,  if  we  confider 
it  as  having  a  typical  reference  to  him  and  the  gof- 
pel-ftate,  in  which  it  is  fulfilled  by  him,  and  not  as  to 

be 


N  0 

|  The  tn&tf  tit  ernmndment  li  feppofed 
If  Tome  to  mean  the  cad  of  tb*  lav?*  md  by 
otbas  oi  the  gtdhel \  but  it  ruber '  fam*  10 
n*c  to  be  mote  im mediately  meant  of  the 
dirge  or  £«rnntandrncKtt  which  the  ipoftLc 
hd  directed  Hwffc;,  (w*  3.)  to  give  to 
1 l.cm  who  taught  oiber  doctrine.  Thiu  he 

Vol.  V*  t 


T  £ 

fiy%  I  hdbught  thee  to  ibith  ar  Kphefit 
(cm  tb*it  thou  mgbtefl  charge 

fame  that  they  teach  no  oitwr  d^hlne,  and 
here*  anf#erablf  to  the  word  th^re  ufcil,  If 
Is  (r*  TFVjf  ^fayytkte^)  the  end  ^  the 
-  commaiidyncjit  or  fliifjgY  U  ehatiljt  Ac, 


t4<5  The-firjl  Epijlkto  Timothy  ppraphraftiL  Ch.  r. 


be  continued  withapcrpetyal  Obligation  for  obferving 
its  ritual  ordinances,  as  jiidaizers  vainly  imagine  and 
contend  for;  and  as  to  the  mcrpl lavr,  it  is  in  itfelf  of 
an  excellent  nature,  as  holy,,  juft,  and  good  \  and  it  is 
flill  of  admirable  ufe  .  to  convince  us  of  fin,  and  of  our 
need  of  a  Saviour,  wtd.is.  as  good  ap.d  perfc&,  and  of 
as  im  mutable  oblig'atjpa  to  be  obeyed  now,  as  ever,  if 
it  be  duly  aonfidered  and  made  ufe.of,  as  a  rule  of  life, 
and  ftandard  of  all  righteoufnefsto  b«  complied  witbv 
not  for  juftificatioo  'tolrfe,  as  tbofe  falfc  teachers  would 
perfuade  us,  but  upon  evangelical  principles  of  faith 
and  love,  in  a  confeientious  difeharge  of  every  duty 
that  is  ..owing  to  God,  our  neighbour  and  ourfelves, 
that  be  may  be  glorified  thereby. 

,  Knowing t H;$,  9  -And  vc  are  at  tbe  fame  time-  fully  fatisfied,  that 

tH«  the  ]*■*  i*  moral  law,  as  ftiij  continuing  in  force,  and  made 

JigHccovs*  man*  (be  law  of  Chrift’s  kingdom  under  tbe  gofpel-ftate,  is 
Lot  far  the  bw'  .not  defigned  to  condemn,  nor  does  ita  damnatory  fen- 
tefi  and  a; foie Jl-  Knee  lye  againft  (*■ ■“*«)  a  true  believer  in  Chrift,  who 

E-iAlyaodfarHu^  is  juftifred  through  faith  in  him,  and  who,  froma  (win¬ 
ners,  for  unholy  c'rple  of-  faith,  has  an  impartial'  refpeft  to  .all  its  com- 
ir.id  profiuc,  for  01  ds  *  $,  but  it  is  made  with*  jta..faii£kion,  and  Hands 

"mar-  .  >n  force  for  the  condejpo&tioit  of  impenitent  and  unbe* 
dererl of moihrfs,  lieving  tranfgreflc»rsr  and  of  thole  that  will  not  be  fub- 
fi»r  aafi-llijterfc  jeft  to  the  authority  of  God  in  it  i  fiicb  as  are  impious 

wretches,  that  have-  not  the  fear  of  God  in-  their  hearts, 
and  wilfully  turn  slide  front  his  holy  commandments, 
and  that  woriliip  falfe  gods,  like  the  idofotroys  Gentikt  j 
and  fuch  a»  are  deftttute  of  all .  true  holme  ft,  and  are 
contemners  of  God  and- religion  >  an.dfueh  as  do  not 
ftick  at  the  horrible  fin  of  parricide,  orof  murdering  their 
parents  whether  fathers  or  mothers  ;  and  would  mali- 
ciopily  d«ftroy  the  life  of  any  man  wbatfoever; 
io  F«r  »hor^  to  It  is. alfo  in  force  for  the  condemnation  of  fuch  as 
rtoo£crj,forthctn  gfe  guilty  of  fornication  or  adultery,  {retnv)  or  of  any 
at  4*m*  unlawful  fbm-iliarity  between  perfons  of  a  different  fex  v 

and 


NOTE. 

*  "  The  kw  !*-  not  oiadefor  a  r'ghitous  an  manilcftly  fnch  as  wre  forbnMen  In  the 
“  evidently  rotates  to  its  not  being  made  Uw  of  the  ten  commandments,  and  may  he 

to  andenn  hm\  beeaute  it  really  is  made  rcduccd  lo  one  or  otbcryf  its  precepts.  (See 
for  fuch  au  one,  as  well  as  others,  to  be  tbe  Sr  U'biibj'i  note.)  And  as  the  pih  and  tclh 
rule  of  His  obedience,  and  to  refrain  him  verfes  moft  obrioufly  fpcalc  of  the  ftau  lav, 
for  tranlgtcfling  it ;  but  iincc  there  is  no  though  in  the  pth  verfe  it  if  put  in lb  the  ar* 
man,  that  lives  and- tins  no",  the  righteous  tick  in- the  Greet,  and  in  the  toih 
man,  whom  il  js  noHnede  ro  condemn,  it  it,  here  Mr  Lwir's  rriticifm  err  the  word  lrj>, 
to  be  uilderftood  of-wie.  that'  ivrjrjhteou*  in  0>/*ar)  is  having  a  different  meaning,  when 
the  eye  of-  the  law  through  the  rightetmf-  ufed  with  and  without  the  article,  feems  to 
nefs  of  Child  received  by  faith  and  that  fail,  >s  it  does  in  fcversi  other  placet :  t+'ir 
tbe  went  lav  is  here  interred,  appears  from  it  it  always  attended*  to  by  chat  learned  gen* 
the  nature  of  the  crimes  d^>ectfied,  as  fiah— -  tleman  himltlr,  according  to  whatwe  lure 
yedtiiig  petfobs  to  ciradcnliaaiion  by  it,  which*  ob&md  in  the  note  oo  Rent,  Kk  I  p. 


Cb.  i. 


7fo£rft,Bpi/iU 


*4f 


bUt*  vfch  ntnw 
for  iocd\ 
JicJers,  (or  liars, 
b-r  pcf* 

l«nst  and  if  there 
he  any  other  thing 
t  h  it  U  contrary  to 
fuUnd  do£tri&£j 


1 1  According 
*&  the  glouout 
g^fpirlofthe  blcH- 
Led  God,  which 
w*i  committed  to 
i"|  trtift* 


ra  AAdTihuik 
Chrift  |dtu  par 
Lord,  who  hath, 
enabled  ale,  tot 

that  he  coonrcd 
me  faithful*  pat* 
ftng  tne  into  thp 
miiuiby  ; 


i  j  Who  was 
btfoft  a  blaffthe- 
ma\  and  a  perfV 
coior,  aod  inju 
rioon  hot  ivob 
rained  mercy,  be 
CiUic  1  did  it  fg 
^onndy,  in  on 
Irliei' : 


and  fuchasare  chargeable  with  the  unnatural  and  de* 
teftable  tin-of  Sodomy ;  fuch  as  venture  to  (leal  men, 
that  they- may  either  ufe,  or  fell  them  for  Haves;  fuch 
a»  addift  thcmfelves  to  lies  in'  common  convention  i 
fodi  as  perjure-ihemfelves  in  coufta-of  judicature ;  and 
fuch  as  go  into  any  other  Co rt  of  wickednefs,  in  heart 
and  life,  that  is  Contrary  to  the  pure  and  wholefoinc 
doctrine  of  divine  revelation,  betides  thefe  that  have 
been  fpecjfied  ;  AH  fuch  perfons  are  condemned  by  the 
righteous  law  of  God,  which  ferercly  forbids  every  kind 
of  iniquity* 

1 1  Their  crimes  are  equally  contrary  to,  and  con¬ 
demned  by,  thefaoly  nature,  deli  go,  and  obligation  of 
the  gofpsli  •faith  illuftrioufly  difplays  the  glorious  per¬ 
fections,  counfels  ahd  operations  of  the  ever  blcfled  God, 
who  has  an  infinite  fatisfaftion  and  delight  in  aruTof 
hi mfelf,  immutably  without  beginning,  alteration,  ot 
end,  and  is  the  fountain  of  ail  happinefs  to  others,  by 
means  of,  and  according  to  the  tenor  of  this  mod  ex* 
cellent  gofpei,  which  is  a  doffriaiaccitding  to  god linefs^ 
(chap.  Vl.  .and  -  is  glorious-  in  its  w  hole  febeme  of 
lalvation By  Jefus  Chrift,  and  in  its  happy  and  holy  ef-> 
lefts' bn' thefti-Chat  believe,  (Aom.-i.  i6.)  and  which.! 
have  been  intruded  with,  by  divine  revelation  and 
cotnnilffiQn,  26  a  precious  and  facred.  depofiium  to  be' 
faithfully  preferred}  and  difpenfed  wherever  I  come. 

12  And  while  'I  think  of  the  high  honour  of  this  im- . 
poriant- truft,  I  cannot  but,  from  the  very;  bottom  of 
tny  foul,  bids  the  name  of  Jefus  Cbrift,'  our  only  Sa¬ 
viour,  Lord,  Aid  King,  and  give  vent  to  the  grateful 
glowing  ferityrients  of  my  heart,  in  all  ascriptions  of 
praife  to  him,  whohas  qualified,  authorized,  and  tirength- 
enedrae  («J*Mywr*»r«)  for  this  ’  eminent  for  rice ;  info- 
mu  eh  that,  having  formed  me  for  himfelf,  he  was 
pleated  -to  nrtke  account  of  me,  as  a  faithful  fervant  ; 
ahd  to  called  me  to,-  and  veiled  me  in  the  apoltolic  of¬ 
fice,  to  minifter  the  gofpcl  of- his  grace. 

13  Even : me,  the  unlikelieft  and  unworthieft  of  all 

others,  conlidering  that,  till  his  grace,  reached  and 
turned  my  heart,  I  was  a  furious  blafphemer  of  his  di¬ 
vine  perfon  and  facred  dodrine ;  and  an  outrageous 
perfecutor  of  his  members,  even  unto  imprifonment 
and  death  '}  and  a  moft  injurious  reviler,  of  his 

name,  peoplc,  -and  intereft,  {A fit  ix.  1,  a.  and  fuL’ 
Xxiih  34.)  But,  notwithftanding  ali.tbefe  complicated,- 
incenfing  provocations,  I,  0  fweely -amazing  thought ! 
found  forgiving  mercy,  there  being  juft  room  for  it, 
according  to  the  extentive  declarations  of  pardoning 

"  K  2  grace. 


The fitfi.  Epiftk  te  Timothy  parapbrafed. 


Cb.  i. 


t  4  And  tl*c 

fr  ir<‘nf  ovr  J.gid 
was  exceeding  a* 
hnndafit,  with 
faith  and  Jotc 
which  is  in  Cbiifl 
Jefm, 


if  HiTs  j#  * 
ftfthfnl  ■  faying  , 
and  worthy  of  aH 
Acceptation,  that 
Chrift  Jcftjs  carrie 
info  the  world  to 
fi  ve  Tinners*  of 
I  ua  chief. 


gracr,  and  Child's  prayer  for  ignorant  offenders  {Matth, 
iti.  31.  and  Luke  xxiii.  34*)  f  bccaufe  1  did  all  this, 
not  under  aconviftion  oi  his  being  the  true Qdefliah,  and 
with  defperate  malicious  enmity  to  him,  as  fuch,  in 
defiance  of  that  conviftion ;  Mo,  on  the  other  hand,  1 
verily  thought  withmyfelf%  that  l  ought  to  do  many  things 
contrary  to  the  name  of  Jefm*  (Afts.xxvi.  9,)  and  foall 
was  the  efTeft  of  blind,  though  very  unreafonable  and 
criminal  prejudices  againft  him*  and  of  raOi,  mad,  and 
mifg aided  steal,.  under  the  power  of  unbelief. 

14  And  the  free  favour  of  our  gracious  and  compaf- 
fionate  Ltird  was  fo  amazingly  great,  to  foch  an  obftj- 
nate  felf-deluding  wretch,  as  I  w.as,  that 

it  fupera bounded  toward  me*  far  beyond  what  is  ttfual 
or  could  he  fully  expefted,  0 f  canbeefti mated,  or  con¬ 
ceived  of*  it  working  effectual  faith  in  iuy  heart,  who 
was  before  foperverfe  and  refolute  an  unbeliever  j  and 
in  producing  a  cordial  affectionate  love  in  my  foul  to 
himfelf,  and  delight  in  him,  as  the  anointed  Saviour, 
and  in  his  people  and  caofe*  though  I  was  before  fo  vio¬ 
lent  and  injurious  an  enemy  to,  and  persecutor  of  him 
and  them. 

15  What  adds  greatly  to  the  pleafore  of  my  reflec¬ 
tions  on  this  exceeding  abundant  grace  toward  my  (elf 
is,  that  here  is  a  wide  door  opened  for  the  very  worft 
of  finners  ^  in  love  to  whofe  fouls,  I  now  as  paffion- 
ately  long  for  their  hnppinefs,  as  I  before  oppofed  it  * 
I  cao  now  a ffu re  them  from  my  own  good  experience, 
as  well  as  from  the  whole  tenor  o£  the  gofpel-reveiation, 
that  its  grand  fummary  article  may  be  firmly  depended 
upon,  as  divinely  true  and  faithful,  and  is  every  way 
'worthy  to  be  tiniverfally,  believi  ugly,  and  affcftionateiy 
embraced  by  all,  whether  greater  or  leffer  tinners  that 
hear  it,  as  itconfifts  in  this  joyful,  nearly  concerning, 
and  belt  of  ail  other-  declarations,  viz.  That  the  great 
end  and  defign  of  Ohrid's  a  (Turning  human  nature  in 
his  incarnation,  and  coming  into  this  lower  world,  un¬ 
der  the  t  ha  rafter  of  a  Saviour,  to  fulfil  the  law,  fuffer 

and 

T  -  E,  + 

words  (peaks  with  high  admiration  of  the 
u  gract  of  tht  Lord  Jcfiw*  as  eKtecdiog  a- 
tfi  buodaot  towards  him*"  who  cooGtkred 
biiafdf  as  the  ebie/rf  Jinners :  But  his  Igno¬ 
rance  and  unbelief  did  not  fhut  hint  out  of 
thrfphot  of  mercy/  as  It  left  him  a  capa¬ 
ble  fiibjeftjof  it,  according  to  tbe  grace  of 
rhegofpcU  wliereas,  had  his  bhfphemy  and 
perfecutions  brtii  imlicfoufly  con- 

irary  to  hit  Juiowtd^e  and  belief  of  Cbrid'j 
being  the  true  Mcfliab,  thc^  would  hire  a* 


N  O 

|  It  k  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  spoil  It, 
by-  faying 4f  btcanfe  1  did  it  ignorantly  and 
"  in  unbelief, H  moult  that  his  ignorance 
■ad "unbelief  were  dtfervtng  j  or  were  a  pro. 

caofr^of  His  obtaining  mercy:  for  it 
wodtd  be/ffrin&e  Indeed '  to  iiragine,  that 
there  were' any  merit  in  an  ignorance  which 
Was  owing  to  a  wilful  rejection  of  the  clear¬ 
ed  means  of  knowledge;  and  In  unbelief, 
which  is  it  ft  If  a  heinous  Jio,  with  an  entail 
of  damnation  upon  it*  under  she  light  of -the 
accordingly  the  ipoilk  in  thesext 


mounted  to  chti  unpardonable  Gn. 


C6,  f. 
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and  die  in  the  room  and  (lead  of  tinners,  was,  that- he 
might  deliver  them  from  tin  and  wrath  through  faith  in 
him,  whether. ithey  be  idolatrous  Gentilest  or  ' blind, 
prrjudifed,  and.  per  (renting  Jrwr,  like  what  I  myfeif  - 
was*,  add  might  bring  them  to  that  falvation,  which 
is  in  him,  .with  eternal  glory:  A  gi eater  proof,  and 
more  encouraging,  in  fiance  of  which,  can  fcarce  be 
imagined,  than  has  appeared  in  me;  who  have  been  in¬ 
deed  the  moll  notorious,  firfKnte  tinner,  exceeding  all 
others  in  my-  malignant  hlafpbemy  of  Chrift,  and  per- 
fecution  of -his  members. 


l<S  Howbdfc, 
for  this  qu  fe  I 
obtained  mercy, 
that  in  m*r  fir  ft 
Jciuv  Chrift 
might  ftlCW  forth 

ill  Jong’fulfcriiig, 

for  a  patient  to 
ttitfm  whic  htbotild 
hcrctFier  believe 
on  him  to  life 
vtrlaAing. 


1 6  But*  ftill  further  to  encourage  all  forts  of 

Gnnerfr  to  believe  in  Chrift  for  the  remiflion  of  fins,  how 
great  or  many  foever they  have  been,  I  muft  add,  that 
this  aftomftiing'inftaoce  o£  free,  fovereign,  andabflurftt^ 
ing  grace  toward  me,  was  defined,  not  merely  for  the  ' 
falvarion  of  my  own  fool :  But  In  fin  ite.Wifdom  ordered 
it  likcwife  with  a  .view  to  the  falvation  of  others,  to 
whom  I  am  appointed  to  preach  thefe  glad  .tidings*  that 
in  me  firft  of  all  tv  and  as.  the  chief  of  Gnners,  the 
gracious  and  .oompaffionate  Saviour  might  eicrcifc  aft 
forbearance  and  patience,  while  1  waa,  for  a  long  whiles 
amidlitbc  light  of  the  gnfptl,  going  on  In  the  high 
road  of  rebellion  againft  him;  and  that  he  might  fee 
me  forth  as  the  molt  remarkable  fample  of  what  rich 
grace  they  may  warraptably  hope  to  find  in  him,  who, 
after  all  their  oppoGtion  to  him,  (hall  be  brought,  un~ 


der  ah- alFe£Ung  humbling  fenfe  of  t\idr  guilt  and  dan* 
ger,  (is  I"  was)  to  put  their  truft- alone  in  him  for  the 
■pardon  of  Gn,  acceptance  with  God,  and  fa fe  conduct 
to  eternal  life. 


i47  Wow  unto 
V\e  hfog  eternal, 
jinmorul,  invifi- 

frblc, 


17  Nowt  in  reflection  on  the  grace  of  our  Lon! 
fus  thrift  *,  to  whom  I  have  made  my  religious  grate¬ 
ful 

N  o  T  E- 


f  Here  fee  ms  to  be  *  di**£t  reference  back 
im  ivhal  the  apolllc  frid  of  himfclf  ver.  t$T 
*f  lxhtit  I  am  (o*  wpirfrf  Mpi  ty&)  and 
here  he  t:iy>  in  UK^rfit  or  ihe  dnrf%  (**  *jc9i 

upulj}  -  - 

*  a*  Cbnjl  cw  I*rdt  I  apprehend* 
is  the  only  fubjefi  fpiAcu  of,  auJ  nil  along 
r^c»r>onni  40..  the  live  preceding  v<rfear  the 
coniteftion  carries  thi*  lofty  aferipuoc  oJ  gJo- 
ry  oio ft  immediately  to  bioi,  coujjdepcd  zi 
Gtd*  and  4*  thc-appflle  (ver, 
tufi  tcpuliy  joined  God  the  Father,  and  oar  , 
i.ord  Jefui  Chrift,  at  giving  him  his  divine 
2nd  apoflofte  ronuttiJlioo,  luid  bad  equally 
« iibod  grace,  oictty  and  peace  to  T 
fiuTn  God  our  Father,  and  our  I,nnl  Jeius 
Chrift,  (ver-  ±J  and  as  hr  (ver.  u.)  went 
into  the  ok  Jl  relives  tag*  to  Clirift 


for  mitbiog  him  ioio  the  miniftry;  it  fenns 
rr/ilt  tia!ur*l  to  uutlciflaml  him,  its  doling* 
the  account  of  what  Chrift  bd  therein  done 
for  hint,  with  a  dnxotogy  to  him:  and  if, 
a;  fbmc  fuppeft:,  "  the  k:ng  eternal  figures 
tM  the  king  of  ages,"  suira*) 

meaning  the  patrbvrhal,  MoUic,  Jiud  evan¬ 
gelical  with  what  treat  .propriety  wy 
Chrift  be  oalider-d  a&  tba?  king,  who  of¬ 
ten  appeared  aa  tlie  great  jchovdi,  that  or**  - 
dct-til  and  goveroed  the  two  former*  as  well 
as  cbiedy  a£U,  *$  king  of  the  church m  the  lilt 
of  chcfc  difpenlai  ions !  Nor  is  it  any  juft  object 
don  coihiadoxoiogy'xbemgoilcrcdtoCbdft, 
thjt  die  like  as  think,  U  prcftnttd  to 
God  tlic  Father,  rhup.  vi.  js,  ttf ;  (teethe 
note  there)  uocc  t  He  divinr  tiller  and  cilen* 
dal  clutters  of  Godbcwd  jvc  frequently  a* 

k 
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Cb.ii. 


blithe  only. wife 
God,  h  honour 
and  ^lory,  for  e- 

■vfir  and  eyer, 
Aflwn-  : 


.SB  Th it  charge 
7  commit  nrto 
ih»,  foil  Timo¬ 
thy,  ^according  to 
the  pjopberie* 
which  went  be¬ 
fore' cm  thij,  that 
ihou  hy  them 
Blighted  war  a 

§°w  warfare,. 


ip  Holding 
faith  and  a  good 
fOnfdsnce',  which 
fbms  hiving  put 
a  wa  cunccrn  frig 
frflih  have  mace 
fcipwtech : 


ful  acknowledgments  for  having  put  me  into  the  mi- 
niftry>  {ver.  12*)  1  folemnly  aicribe  all  honour  and  glo¬ 
ry  to  him,  as  the  fovcreign^Lord  and  governor  of  the 
whole  creation,  who  is  from  e?erlaftmg;to  eveilafting 
the  incorruptible  God*  invisible,:  as  to  ftia  divine  na¬ 
ture;  thconly  being*  indufive  of  the  Father  and  Spirit, 
that  is  poftdled  of  infinitely  perfeft  wifdom,  originally 
and  efientially  in  htmfelf*  and  is  the  giver  of  all  wifdona 
to  others,  and  makes  them  wife  unto  Salvation  that  be* 
lieve  in  him:  May  he  be  magnified  and  adored  in  the 
lofrieft  (trains,  from  henceforth  through  all  Succeeding 
ttme^  and  to  an  endlefs  itenitty  1  Ifmtrt*  So  let  it  be, 
fo  it  ought  to  be,  and  fo  it  will  be  among  thdfe  that 
know  and  love  him,  "■ 

18  The  charge  by  which  J  hare  ordered  you,  my  dear 
fon  Timothy*  to  remonllrate  with  al]  authority  againft 
thofe  that  would  teach  any  other  doctrine  than  you 
have  received,  +  (wr*  3,  4,  5O  and  which  I  commit, 
as  a  facrcd  truft  to  you,  from  whom  there  ire  jutlly 
great  expectations  of  eminent  ferric*,  according  to  the 
intimations  which  the  Holy-Ghoft  had  given  by  fome 
New  Teftament-prophets,  before  you  entered  on  your 
office,  as  a  perfon  nrarkedxmt  for  ir,  and  to  be  remark* 
ably  endowed  with  fuperior  extraordinary  gifts,  and  mi¬ 
raculous  powers,  for  fulfilling  it ;  which  I  now  remind 
you  of,  that,  in  reHeftion  upon  tbefe  things,  you  may 
be  the  more  excited  to  aft  the  part  of  a  faithful,  dili¬ 
gent,  and  courageous  foldier  of  Jefiis  Chrift,  in  fighting 
his  battles,  under  him;  againft  fm,  Satan,  and  the  world, 
and  in  Handing  up  valiantly  for  the  truth*  againft  all  op* 
poficloilt 

19  In  which,  as  ever  you  would  acquit  yourfdf  with 

honour  and  advantage,  and  as  becomes  your  charafter 

and  funftion,  it  concerns  you  to  he  ftedfaft  ira  the  faith 

of  the  gofpcl,  to  hold  it  f aft,  and  to  hold  it  forth  in 

yoiir  mihiihy;  and  to'keep  3  wnjcicna  void  of  ojfeace 

toward  God  and  many  ( Afts  xxiv*  16*)  that  you  may  b« 

upright 
T 

itial  nfltidn  of  hinv  to  Gid,  However,  in 
this  view  cf  him,  the  Father  is  no  more  in¬ 
cluded  from  thil  doxology  than  tbr  Son  fc, 
wtre  We  to  underftand  It  tt  an  sfcripticfl  of 
glory  co  God  the  Father  :  8 tit  admining  that 
Ibis  wax  dSrefkcd  to  Chrift*  it  is  as  lofty  an 
a£tfpj?on  of  glory  ivil  lianour  to  him  u  » 
any  Vhdre'  made  to  the  Father  htanftlf. 

f  SeVeral  export  on  lure  thought  that  this 
verie  is  io  he  cpn celled  with  ter*  5.  ^’andthat 
ait  the 'other*',  which  tome  bet  ween  j  ae  to 
be  cuofidertid  as  a  Parent  hr/a. 


NO 

Jrribed  to  the  Father  and  Yhc  Son*  to  (how 
thx:  they,  in  nature  and  divine  properties 
art  one  God,  \a L  difti  nation  from  all  other 
pretended  deirie*,  though  in  other  places 
ttfwy  are  ptrfonalj  dift'.ngnifhcd  'from  each 
Other ;  Nor  is  it  greater  objection  (as 
I  humbly  apprehend)  againft  applying  ch^t 
part  of  this  description  of  God  to  our  L/»rd 
J^fos  Chrift,  in  which  h*  U  feid  10  he  in wfi- 
i/t;  fmee  this  tela  r«t  not  to  his  human  na¬ 
ture  and  office-appearances  under  the  Old 
and  New  Telboicnf-difpo*vfaciortss  [hut  to 
hh  diving  jw/ur/,  eon  fibred  under  the  fqr- 


Ch.  u 


Tht  jirji  EpiftU  fa  XmOTBT  parapbntfcd. 


la 


id  Of  whom 
k  llymencul 
in d  Alcun^r-; 
whom  £  have  de¬ 
livered  unto  Sa- 

un,  that  ihcy 
way  I earn  not  -to 

tiUTpheoic. 


upright  and  faithful  in  preaching  jtj;  and  living  anfwer- 
able  to  tfe  which  fome  pra/eflors  of  Chrift*s  name, 
■  hairing  wjeGedt  and  paid  do  regard  to,,  have  thereupon 
{a*  is  always  to  be’  expc&ed  ia  fuch  cafes)  renounced 
ihe  dofihine  of  faith  itfelf*  which  they  before  profriTad, 
to  their  own  danger,  lofs  and  damage,  like  one  that 
fuffers  to  the  greawl  extremity  by  a  fhipwreck. 

■w  Of  this  fort  ofapoftates  there  are:  two  remarkably 
infamous  ringleaders,  whom  I  think  unyfelf  obliged  to 
point  out,  that  yon  arid  all  Chriftians  may  beware  of 
them,,  arid  bear  a  public  teftimony  again  ft  them*  they 
are  Hyrnwetu  z nd  Al£K&ndtry -*  who  were  fo  notorious 
for  fbbverting  tbefaith  and  boiinefs  of  the  gofpcl,  and 
for  broaching  their  horrible  errors,  and  pra£tifing  abo- 
minabfc  immoralities,  that  I  was  under  a  neceffity  of 
'Wercifing  the  apoftolic  rod,  which  Ch  rift  his  given  me, 
by  delivering  them  up  to  the  power  of  Saran  to  infii& 
pujiifhments  upon  them  in  body/ 'or  foul,  or  both,  chat, 
by  means  of  fo  fevere  &  difeipline,  they  might  be  brought 
to  a  corm&iou  of  the  evil  of  their  hearts  and  lives  ;  and, 
by  feeling  the  dreadful  confequence  of  their  crimes, 
might  b^afraid  of  perilling  in  their  blafphemous  <lefa* 
motions  of  the  name,  doctrines,  and  ways  of  the  Lord, 
(fee  tbe  notes  oa  1  Cor*  iv*  21.  and  2  Cor*  x> 


RECOLLECT!  ON  S, 

How  folcmn  and  important,  honourable  and  delightful,  is  the  tnift  that  God 
'Otir  Father  and  the  Lor-d  Jefus  Chrift  have  committed  to  gofpel- mi Hitters  i  How 
thankful  /Wild  they  be  for  it,  anddeftrous  of  abundance  of  grace  and  mefey 
fiw  thefc  divine  perfona,  to  help,  pity,  and  profper  them,  that  they  may  be  fup- 
■ported  under  tbeir numerous  trials  from  without  and  from  within,  and  enabled 
to  be  faithful  iuL  their' Lord 7  a  work,  according  to  the  qualifications  he  has  given 
them,  and  aU  reafonahle  expectations  from  them  \  They  may  indeed  meet  with 
many  virulent  aod  fubtile  atlverfaries  ;  fome  furious  pertkeuters,  like  Paul  be¬ 
fore  his  con  veriion;  ethers  apoftites,.lihe//^A,rjjrtf/  and  Akxamkr\  and  others, 
tint  would  introduce  fabulous  traditions,  ftrange  rfc&rincs,  doubtful  difpuLi* 
thins,  and  van  jaDglmgs,  to  the  overthrowing  of  the  faith  of  many  nominal,  pro* 
ftiTurs>  inflead  of  promoting  ^initial  edification:  fiut.as  all  fach  are  tab t 

ftuiiHicd 


N  O 

f  41  Sjmiv:  having  put  away 
*4  faith  and  a  g'iod  eonfeienre/*  can  by  no 
means  prove,,  mat  they  ever  had  diem  be- 
iorc,  a*  fyroe  contend  :  For  the  word  here 
uicdprbperly  fignjfira  to  rg'fff,  or  rtf  tt.  at 
in  Afts  til  at*  where  it  is  that**  he 
**  that  did  bit  neighbour  urrong  ihrull  Alo- 
u  fes  aw*y  (irwrare)  faying,  Who  made 
u  theca  ruler  and  judge,  nverus  And  at 
other  times  h  U  vied  to  tfgrflfy  only  a  reje^b- 
what  Was  proposed  pcrfoni  for  their 
acceptance;  a*  irheo  the  “  [fracliies  would 
'*  not  obey  Mofcs,  bpt  thrall  him  from” 
them;  AOs  vih  and  when 

the  ^pottle,  lpuking  of  the  golpd,  laid  to 

4  1 


T  li¬ 
the  Jews,  'Secsnc  y^n  pwt  it  fn*m  ynn^ 
s(  Jo,  wc  torn  to  the  Genriles” 

*  HpntntKS  was,  m  all  likelihood,  the 
fame  that  is  Ipoken  of,  a  Tim*  ii*  ti*  iK.  as 
S  pernicious  who  denied  the  doctrine 
■(<  of  the  re iu r rcclio n ,  and  overthrew  the 
lf  faith  of  f  Hue  And  AUxitatfer  Items  t* 
have  been  the  fsfpiFjmitb,  mentioned  x  Tirp* 
sv,  14,  i*,  *■*  as  having  done  the  apoftJe 
14  much  evil,  and  fircady  wiihflo'id'  his 
M  and  was  probably, that  AUxaUdtr 

whom  the  J<w  s  dir  red  up  to  declaim  again  ft 
Pcuf,  and  fix  an  odinm  upon  him,  in  the 
uproar  a:  C^e  the  jiarujhrale  oni 

^D0ltSC3  Adis  SiO 
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fliunned  and  rejected,  while  real  converts  arc  to  be  ajflt&ioaately  loved , »  genu¬ 
ine  children  in  the  faith,  with  what  courage  may  the  femnts  of  Chrift  ftand 
to  tbeir  charge,  in  which  they  are  called  to  wir  a  'good  warfare  !  And  with  what 
pleasure  may  they  recommend  the  glorious  gofpei  of'tfceblefiVd  God,  in  hope  that 
the  like  grace  may  be  exteoded.to  other  tinners,  for  working  faith  and  love  in 
them,  hr  means  of  their  preaching  it,  as  ha*  been  fliewn  to  themfelve*  1  For 
they  well  know,  and  can  aflure  all  about  them*  on  the  credit  of  a  divine  tef- 
’  timohy,  that  Jefua  Chrift  cunc  int*>  the  world  to  favc  the  chief  of  Jinuer^  O 
wondrous  lup unbound! ng  gnee  f  It  turns  the  hearts,  and  pardons  the  fins  of 
bhifphemm,  percenters  and  injurious  perfont,  and  freest  hem  from  the  condem¬ 
nation  of  the  lawt  which  does  not  ftand  in  force  agaiatt  ^hofe  that  are  made 
righteous  through  faith  in  Chrilt,  but  only  agaifift  obftmate,  impenitent,  and  un¬ 
believing  tinners,  that  prrfift  in  ungodlinefg  and  immoralities  of  various  kinds 
which  are  forbidden  by  the  good  and  holy  law  of  God,  and  are  equally  contrary 
to  the  found  doctrine  of  the  gofpel.  But  how fhouH  tinners  tremble  at  the  thought 
of  continuing  to  oppofo  and  rqjeft  the  gofpeb  and  making  a  wrong  ufe  of  the 
law;  And  how  folidtous  lb  odd  preachers  and  bearers  be^  that  they  may  live  un¬ 
der  the  power  of  evangelical  love,  as  procewfing  fnogy  a  fan&ified  heart;  and 
that  unfeigned  faith  and  a  good  confeience  may  be :  always  preferred  together; 
left*  by  violating  confdence,  they  toon  make  Jhipwreck  of  faith !  And  with  what 
gratitude  and  praife  fhould  all,  that  ate  experimentally  acquainted  with  Chrift, 
according  to  the  gofpel- revelation  of  him,  uuiie  their  adorations  of  bhn,  together 
with  the  Father  and  Spirit,  as  he  in  bis  divine  nature  is,  mfpparaWy  from  them, 
the  King  eternal,  immortal,  in vifible,  the  only  wife  God!  To  Whom  be  honour 
and  glory  for  ever  and  ever,  Amen< 


G 
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C  H  A.  P.  ir. 

The  apsflte  orders  prayers  to  he  made  every  where  for  all forts  of  per - 
Jons,  heathens  and  their  magijl  rates  ^  as  well  as  others, Jirue  the  grace 
if  the  gof pet  makes  no  difference  of  ranks  or  nations,  I* — 8-  And 
Jbcws  how  women  ought  to  behave  in  civil  and  religious  lifet  9, — 15* 


TtXT. 

T  Exhort  there- 
^  fore,  that,  firft 
of  all,  Applica¬ 
tions  ,  prayers  , 
interctflionsj  cad 


giving  of  thinks 
be  made  for  all 

mefi 


%  For  kings, 
arid  for  all  that 
arc  in  nuhbrky  ; 
that  Ve'm&y'ktfd 
a  quiet  and  peace- 
able'  life  in  alJ 
putlincft  and  he- 

nefty* 


Pd*  a  phr  *se, 

A  S  the  prejudices  of  the  judalzing  Chrift  Ians  are  fo 
^  ftrong  againft  the  Gentiles,  and  fome  among  them 
re]e£l  the  amnoriry  of  heathen  magiflnnes,  I  therefore* 
futtable  to  my  chara&er*  as  the  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles^ 
do  in  the  firft  pl.ice  exhort,  that  in  every  Chriftun  af- 
fembly,  and  in  family  and  fecret  worship,  all  man* 
ner  of  address,  in  a  way  of  deprecation  of  evils*  and 
of  petitions  and  pleas  for  all  needful  mercies,  and  in  a 
way  of  thankfgiving  and  praife  for  mercies  received,  be 
offered  up  to  God,  through  Chrift,  for  men  of  all  forts* 
whether  they  be  Jews  or  Gentiles^  and  of  all  ranks  and 
degrees,  whether  in  higher  or  lower  ftations, 

2  That  they  be  made  for  civil  magistrates,  though 
heathens;  fuch  as  bear'  the  title  of  emperors  or  kings, 
or  as  are  in  high  places  of  dignity  and  authority  under 
them*  or  under  any  form  of  government  whatfoever, 
that  their  perfons  and  admmiflrations^may  be  bleffed, 

and  they  may  rule  in  the  fear  of  God*  as  Ifracl  were  to 

pray 


Cb.iL 


Tht  jirjt-Epijik  fo  TtWJTH^x  farapbra/etL  1 53 


pray  for  heathen  kings!  and  the  peace  of.  the  cities  where 
they  we  re  carried  captive,  {Ezra  vi,  to*  and  Jen  xxix. 
7,)  andf,  a  a  an  apoftle  qf  a  Hill  more  benevolent  and 
extenfively  gracious  difpenfatjQtv  now:  exhort,  that 
.  prayers  be  likewtfe  .offered  for  di  forts  of  fubje&s,  that 
we,  who  are  fitcb,  may,  under  the.  prottftion  of  the 
civil  government,  and  according  to  God’s  defign  in  ap¬ 
pointing  it  for  the  good  of  the  community,  live,  and 
pafs  our  time,  and  tranktl  our  affairs,  7^1* J  with 

fafety  and  peace,  freure  from  all  outrages  and  violence, 
public  or  private,  to  ourfdves  and  families,  or  to  our 
Civil  and  religious  rights  and  privileges;  and  with  a 
tranquillity,  ihatmay  be  fubfervieiu  to,  and  exempli¬ 
fied  in,  all  a£b  of  piety  toward  God,  and  of  moral  ho- 
nelly,  virtue,.  and  honourable  conversation  toward  men 
of  every  charafier,  ^  t  7 

3  For  this  i$  3  For  thus  to  pray,  aad  thus  to  live,  is  in  itfdf  fit 
and  4R«p-  and  right,  and  every  way  becoming  ChrifHans;  and, 
tablt  in  the  fight  as  fuch,  is  agreeable  to  the  good  and  holy  nature  and 

Vioai:  OJf  *  will  of  God,  and  welLplexiing  in  his.  fight  thro*  Chrift, 

who.  has  made  himfelf  known  under  the  endearing  chs- 
racier. of  God  your  Saviour  and  mine,  together  with  all 


that  believe,  of  what  rank  or  nation  foever ;  there  be¬ 
ing  now  no  difference,  as  to  this,  in  his  account* 

4  WN*  will  4  Who  according  to  the  good  pleafure  of  bis  will, 
Juyc  ail  nm  to  {Ephif*  i+  5,  9*)  for  the  more  illuflrious  difplay  of  the 
tc  faicd,  and  to  freenefs,  iovereigmy^  .variety,  and  abundant  riches  of 

Lnolbod^of  theT  his  grace  finder  the  gofpel-difpeofatioii,  intends  effeo- 
trodi*  tually  to  five  all  forts  oi  men,  whether  kings  or  fubjefts, 

high  or  low,  greater  or  lefler  tinners,  Jems  or  Gentiles 

and 


iv. t'y  all  and  every  iudivtitaat,  of  mankind 
4  ,ni  io  conftnitd  into  a  proof  of  teuiverfai  re- 
J^npfvtrt  For  b£  theft1  and  ■ 

lucli  like  DOivcria!  terms  arc  often  uftd  In  a 
retained  and  di(lrihnfh«  fenfe,  (fcfl  lll£ 
note  o»  %  Cor-  v*  17');  ft  *U  along  in  the 
preceding  veefes,  which  fpeafc  of  praying 
jer  all  mniy  f»r  kings  t  and  which  thcie 

verfts  refer  to,  as  arguments  to  infortt  it  a- 
rjinft  the  prejudice*  ofrbe  Jevrst  who  dc- 
jpifedfhc  Gentiles*  andihctrr,Jkrsi  Hi|  plain, 
that  by  a H  men  is  meant  ir el/ttrts  .fif 
uhciher  Jews  or  Gtatl rf,  hags  QTjkhjtfts* 
To  fupppft  it  tafignify  wry  individual  of 

mankind,  an  futc^  Ik  reconciled  with  the 
spoftle  Jha's  Jiiln  T»  if-)  t(  There 

is  a  Un  untodeatn,  1  do  notify  that  ye 
**  (hail  pray  far  it,"  that  is,  for  tout*  who 
evidently  appear  to  have  teen  policy  of  the 


to  U  favedy  are  thoft  only  whom  he  will 
have  to  be  **  brought  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  truth/’  which  cannot  be  &id  of  alt 
mankind,  dnlvcrfrUy  without  exception ; 
hiicca  jjrear  part  of  the  world  neither  are, 
nor  ever  wire  enlightened  with  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  gnijitl  itftlf*  But  a  grat' num¬ 
ber  of  both  Jtvs  and  Gentile s  of  Various  ra* 
tk>nf,  and  (bme  of  all  ranks  and  orders  of 
people,  have  been  not  only  favoured  with 
the  jjprpcl,  but  olio  (aringby  taught  to  know 
l be  truth*  as  it  is  in  Jefu&:  And  of  fftir  alt 
it  U  laid,  Chnft  gave  bimfdf  a  ramfornfar 
tkrma  ver  6,  as  the  procuring  eiufc  of  their 
bCLDjg  brought  to  the  knowledge  ef  the -truth  t 
and  eternally  fa  vet]  by  that  mean*,  according 
in  the  will  of  Cod:  And  to  flip  pole  that 
God  really  willed  the  illumination  and  falva- 

liou,  which  lit  jicv:r  eft3ed%  aud  the  men** 

of 


a 

*  Alt  men  here,  and  *//in  ver  ft  d-  cm* 
t,  without  the  grtiteft  inattention  to  the 
whole  fetiD t  of  ihe  context,  he  mode  to  lifr" 


T  E.  ^ 

unpardonable  (in ;  much  lefs  are  thanks  to  he 
offered'  for  Tucb,  md  all  ;he  wicked  of  the 
earth;  But  the  all  tneo9  whom  God  wiUhavc 
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5  For  thrrt  is 
one  Ciud,  and  one 

Mediator  herein 
(iod  and  men, 

the  man  ChriJl 
jrfuii 


6,  Who  five 
himfdf  a  random 
for  ail*  to  betefli- 
£ed  in  due  lime* 


Tbejirjt  Epiflk  to  Timothy  p&r&phmfti*  Ch.  iu 

and,  in  order  hereunto,  determines  that  the  gofptl  (hall 
be^publUhcd  to  every  creature,  [Mark  xvi.  ij*  fee  the 
note  there)  that  (inaerc  of  every  nation  maybe  brought 
to 'a  faring  acquaintance  with  its  important  truths,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  way  of  pardon  and  eternal  life,  through 
Jefus  Chrili,  in  whom  alone  there  is  falvatioD  for  them, 
{d£ls  iv,  ii,)  -  ' 

5  For  though  he  was  formerly,  in  ^peculiar  and  re¬ 
trained  fen  ft,  the  God  of  the  jfc'wJ,  there  is  now,  ac- 
cording'to  ancient  prophecies,  {Zeeh.n iv.  9,)  one  and 
the  fame  God  to  them,  and  to  the  Gentiles  alfo >  feeing 
it  ij  one  God -which  fball  jvftify  the  cireXmcifion  by  faith* 
end  the  uncircumcifion  through  f sith\  (Rom.  iiL  2y,  30.) 
and  though  the  Gentiles  have  fist  up  many  mediators  to 

♦pacify  asd  intercede  dwith  their  fuperior  gods,  and 
though  Mo/es  and  the  high  priefti  under  the  law  were 
a  fort  of  mediators  between  God  and'  the  people  of  If 
raeit  arid  them  only-f;  yet  there  is  now  one  and  the 
fame,  and  only  one  Mediator  of  reconciliation  and  in- 

taceffion  between  God  and  men  of  all  nations,  who 

■  * 

were  at  variance  with  him  byreafoit  of  fin,  even  the 
great  aYid  glorious,  yea,  divine  man,  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
afTurfied  human  nature  into  perfonal  union  with  himfdf, 
as  the  Son  of  God  j  and  fo  was  truly  man,  as  well  as 
God,  and  thereby  completely  fitted  for,  and  according¬ 
ly  performed  the  office  of  an  nuerpofing  Saviour  between 
both  the  offended  and  offending  parties,  God  and  man; 
the  nature  and  irttereft  of  both  being  united  in  him : 
It  is  therefore  highly  proper,  that  prayers  and  praifes 
fhould  be  offered  up  to  God  for  all  forxs  of  men  through 
him,  in  whom  alt  nations  jhall  be  bfcjftd. 

6  Who  being  Lord  of  bis  own  life,  {John**  i8-)ar,d 
having  an  invoice  dignity  in  bis  perfon  as  God*  man, 
freely  offered  up  himfdf,  foul  and  body,  an  atoning 
fac r idee  to  God,  and  laid  down  his  life  as  a /price  cf 
redemption,  (^<1*170?)  or  as  unfocn  paid  to  divine 

juftice, 

r  e, 

being  atothrr  tinr»e*  laid,  (hat  **  the  Lord 

**  afgtary  cmcificd,  and  (Jod  j>urch*£d 
**  thecoarch  with  hU  num  Mood,’’  (t  Oif. 

li.  8.  and  Afts  it.  is  an  argument  ajpiirl 
hii  being  hvjjv,  in  hb  fufferlngs  and  blnod- 
(bed;  uul  as  he ii exprtfdy  called thevtte  frit* 
ihUtnuft  exclude  all  other*,  fuel)  is 
faints  and  dttgels,  which  cbe  VapliU  let  up, 
and  jHoWoufly  wDrlbifxai  their  meJiatorf, 
in  like  manner  the  Qtktifts  had  formerly 

fat  up  if? any  medlars,  fo  pacify  and  in¬ 
tercede  with  their  faperior  fad*,  (let  Mr 
Jcfcph  Melts  works,  p*g,  77*, 


N  O 

of  which  be  sew  granted,  is  to  defeat  *4  the 
**  «founfei  of  hi*  will,  who  works  all  things 
* *  axrording  to  it,**  (Ephef,  i.  it.)  in  ways 
That  are  fuicabLe  to  the  different  make  of  Ms 
creature;  ja  the  moral,  as  well  as  in  the  na* 
<*ral  wet-id,  without  any  rfbree  u  poo  the  f rte 
find  ratmoal  fatuities  erf  mankind;  and  he 
hath  Add,  with  Ttfpefl  to  the  government  of 
ifetic  affairs,  “  My  coanfel  Anil  ftand,  arid 
**  I  will  do  ill  my  pleafnre,"  (Ik,  xWu  10.) 

.  +  ChrilVs  being  {{tied  mu,  when  fpuken 

*f  as  Mediator  between  43  od  and  men-,  is 
more  an  argument  again  ft  his  being  alio 
pai,  ia  the  dtfeharge  of  that  otSce,  than  iu 


Ch*  il 


TKTfardphrafei*  ryj 

jeftict;  by  hie  foflVring  in  the  room  and  Head  of  ma* 
ny,  {Math*  xx*  18-)  to  deliverthem  from  the  bondage 
of  fm,  Samiv  the  law,  and  death,  (fee  the  note  on  wr. 

4,)  even  raft  multitudes,.  which  nomaircan  number,  of 
all  nations*  ranks  -and  degree**  whom  he 
from  among  ment  (Iter*  v,  p.  and  viup.)  a  teftimony 
to  which  was  given  by  the  for  oxer  prophets  in  their  days, 
(1  i  u)  and  . was  tobeftfll  more  clearly  gi¬ 

ven,  as  it  now  is,  under  the  New  TcBaxnent-difpeo- 
fatton,  by  preaching  the  gofpel  tn  its  prtpfcr  feafori, 
firft  to  the  Jrws\  and  afterward*  to  the Gentiles.  (Rom* 

i«  1 6.)'  ^  ■  ;  ■  '  ” 

r  Whefeanto  I  7  Unto  the  publllhing  of  wbhA:  gofpel,  I  am  appoiiit- 
Hiti  *  edp  and  authorized  of  God,  to  bey  as  it r were,  a  herald, 

pr:4<:n«  and  an  j  and  an  apoftle;  with  an  extenfivc  com  million,  to 

t?e  ^rrith  PC1n  proclaim  ir,  without  re(hi£tion  to  the  Jswt\  (wbatfo- 
Chrift,  <wd  ti“  ever  thofe  of  the  circumcifion  may  think,  I  foie  mu)  y 

declare,  and  appeal  to  Chrift,  as  a  believer  in  him,  and 
toh  aid  vcri^\  in  his  omniicient  pretence,  who  is.  witnefe  to  what  I 

fay,  that  J  herein  fpeak,  with  tbe  ft riflcft  veracity,  with- 
ourthe'de^ft.pFevancation)  lam  hi  a  fpeeial  manner  or¬ 
dained  of  God  to  bit  a  preacher,  particularly  to  the 
Gtntititr  fcf  the  fimb  and  .truth,  or  true  faith  fcf  the 
gofpd,  that  h^s  will,for  fa/mg  purpofesi  mtfy  be  nladd 
known  to  them  by  me,  ■  with  atl  faithfulnels  and  fiu- 

cerity*  ■  ■  -■  -  '  '  •  >  j  . 

*  t  wiil  there*  8  I  therefore,  according  to  this  divine  toffitriiflioD 

f<rT  ctct^  *httc  towar(*  th^  GtntUtst  infill  upon  it*  as  in  tbe  name  of 
Hriinn  up  m j  my  great  Lord  and  Mailer,  that  Chriftians,  and  par- 
han ety  without  ticutarly  men,  that  are  the  peoples  muuth  to  God,  pray 
writhanddoubc^  for  all  the  for e  mentioned  fort®  ofperfons,  not  with  a 

confinement  to -.the.  temple,  and  Jewijh  fynagogues, 
but  in  every  place,  as  there  rmay  be  opportunity  and 
convenience  for  it ;  one  being  no  more  holy  now  than 
another :  {J&fm  iv-  21,-24.)  And  this  ought  to  be  done 
with  fervour,  purity,  and  elevation  of  heart  to  God,  in 
token  of  which  holy  men  have  ufed  to  lift  up  tbeir  hands 
in  their  facrcd  devotions,  without  a  wrathful  temper, 
like  that  which  difeovera  ittVIf  in  tbe  malice  and  indie*: 
nation  of  the  Jpwr  againft  the  GtntU*s\  ^nd  without 
doubting  whether  God  will  hear  the  prayer  of  faith,  or 
whether  he  will  be  gracious  in  laving  Gcntiks^  as  weft 
3«  that  believe  in  Cbrifl ;  and  without  reaJbning 

and  difpu ting  again (l  it. 

*  u  ii^emut*  9  1  alfo  alike  infill  upon  it,  that  women  appear,  as 

t  alfa,  that wa-  at  *U  times,  fo  efpecially  at  religious  aflembUe*,  neat 

"l“rlj>urnJS«,k(l  and  decent  in  i  garb  firitahle  to  tbe  modeity  of  theiF 
j  wirei  .  with  fax*  (**  r*e**t*r  withan  air  of  reverence  of 

Bp  m;  Gad 
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lham;  *  fteodnefs 
tod  fob  rid  y  :  oot 
br^iJcred 
hair,  or  gold,  or 
pearl*,  or  coitly 
army; 


to  Bui  (which 
hecomdh  women 
profdliog  godli* 
ncfO  with  good 
works* 


ti  La  the  wo¬ 
men  leam  Ui  ti* 
knee  wkh  all  Tub* 

jcAloo^ 


ti  But  l  Aider 
not  a  woman  to 
tcich,  nor  to  u- 
forp  authority  o- 
ver  the  man,  hut 
to  be  in  Alciucc* 


The  firft  Epiftk  to  Tiuotut  parap&rafed*  Ch.  Hu 

God  2nd  of  fecred  things,  and  in  a  prudent,  fober  man¬ 
ner;  not  adorning  theinfelves*  .with  curioufly  curled 
and  plaited  hair,  after  the  manner  of  lewd  women,  or 
with  gayandfttowy  decking*  of  gold  and  precious  Hones, 
or  any  rich  and  gaudy  apparel,  (i  Pet.  Hi,  3.)  which, 
when  they  are  fond  of  them,  and  ezcelhve  in  them 
beyond  their  ci  re  urn  fiances,  difeover  pride  and  rani* 
ty  of  heart,  and  a  greater  folicitude  of  appearing  be¬ 
fore  men  than  before  God# 

10  But  (is  is  moft  decent  and  honourable  for  reli¬ 
gious  women,  that  mate  a  profeflion  ofpiery,  and  of  a 
fupreme  regard  to  the  things  of  another  world)  their 
chief  concern  ihould  be  to  put  on  the  fhining  ornaments 
of  fuch  graces,  practices  and  performances,  as  are  ;ood 
in  themfelves,  conformable  to  the  holy  law  of  God, 
and  of  great  price  in  his  fight,  aud  ufeful  to  others. 

11  According  to  the  becoming  modefty  with  which 
women  ought  to  behave  in  churctwftemblies,  let  them 
lifien  to  public  mmiftrations  with  mcekaefs  and  fifcnce* 
and  in  due  fubje&ion  to  the  fuperior  characters  of  their 
huibands,  and  the  mmiftcr?j  of  whom  they  are  to 
lear.*  the  things  of  God* 

1 2  liutl  by  no  means  permit  fy  that  tbewoman  (liould 
tike-  upon  her  publicly  10  preach  in  the  church,  (fee  the 
notes  ou  1  Cor*  xi»  3*  and  xiv*  3,)  nor  do  1  allow  char, 
under  any  pretence  whatfover,  fhe  a  (Tunic  an  authority 
to  herfelf  that  betokens  a  fuperiority  to  the  man :  But 
I  infift  upon  it,  that,  in  alt  religious  aJTcmblics,  (he, 
fu  it  able  to  the  order  of  her  fez*  behave  with  a  meek  and 
fiictftfubjc£ti<m  to  him  ;  and  the  reafonof  this  is  found¬ 
ed 


N  0 

*  The  condemned  Acre,  and 

(PeLiiL  4.  ue iudi  aifrerdover-curtou&and 
caUaugatit,  rich  and  coHly,  above  the  rank, 
Nation  ud  ibitiry  of  thofc  that  wore  them, 

and  as  tended  to  puJTup  the  pride,  kvky  and 
vanity  of  their  own  heart*,  and  to  entice  0* 
then  to  wintoanefc,  by  thofc  ways  of  deck¬ 
ing  themfeWa;  aadihey  iccm  to  be  Aich  a- 
dnruing*,  ts  were  chiefly,  if  not  citritd^ 
efed  a*  the  attire  of  barton.  {See  Dr  !¥bit- 
3/s  Dote  here,  and  on  1  l*ct.  iii.  4.)  bat  that 
adorning*  are  lawful  on  proper  occa- 
fionij  anewding  U>  peoples  different  fUtiont, 
i*  evident  from  thrir  hivinj  been  worn  by 
and  ttaecn  Ejihtry  Gen.  xxiv.  n> 
and  Efib.  v.  i,  and  from  t he  aUuft^ns 
that  are  made  to  ihem,'  with  approbation, 
in  AtCtngTonh  the  beauty  aud  glory  of  rhp 
church,  PfuL  ilv  p,  |&.  Jxb.  10,  and 
iiri.  10^—14,  id.  The  uu^toii  tberr- 
forcagalrA  tbclelbvt*  of  ad  orbingst  «;her 


T  E* 

relates  to  thofe  that  were  fnme  way  exrrfilve, 
famjtUcaL,  luxurious,  nr  indeed! ;  or  cite  to 
an  of  outward  drtfL  rather  than 

tbs  brighter  ornament  of  virtue,  m-j* Icily 
and  chaiUtyv  piety,  holm  eft  and  *\irksT 

(chap.  v,  j6 ,)  as  thofe  forms  01  exprjfioa 
arc  fomeumc*  to  be  underfloor!,  n<v.  in  an 
ubfolmeiy  ne^jiive,  but  <itnparatmc  knfe, 
(freExnd.  id,  3.  JodiL'rj.  and  Luke  xiv. 

■f  The  tt&chin g  here  forbid  to  the  weman 
retain  to ptthbt  preachings  Int  docs  n-it  ex¬ 
clude  her  from  engaging  in  private  family^ 
iaftroftion.  of  children,  qr  others,  either  by 
heri'df  or  jv'jlK  her  hufband,  as  if  hHzthy  s 
mother  ,-efid  grandmother  molt  probably 
taught  him  the  knowledge  of  the  holy  feri|w 
lures,  x  Tim.  Jii.  i$,  ;  and^t  Pfifcih*  jaic*a 
+1  with^  fa  ii\  p.ivaicly  expounding  (ho- 
'fjy  of  Uoil  to  Apif$it7  xviji,  a*. 


Oi.iL 


7ht  jirjt  Epifile  to  Timothy  parapbrafed »  1 57 


13  Fur  Ad&m 
wa*  firft  formal, 
ibcn  Ere* 


14  And  Adam 

war  not  deceived , 
but  live  woman 
being  dccciral 
was  in  the  trioi- 
grtfliorv 


p 


cd  in  the  original  lav  of  nature,  and  in  the  ftateof 
things  immediately  after  the  fall*  - 

13  For  Adam%  the  common  father  of  all  mankind, 
was  brought  into  being  by  the  great  Creator  before  his 
wife  Evet  who  was  made  out  of  one  of  his  rtbc,  (Gen* 
ii- 21*)  which  intimates,  that  the  man  war  not  created 
for  the  woman$  hut  the  woman  for  the  man,  (t  Cor*  xi. 
9*)  and  that,  by  confequcoce,  the  ought  to  be, in  pro* 
per  fubjeftion  to  him* 

14  A.nd  as  to  the  ruin  that  is  brought  upon  mankind 
by  the  fall,  it  was  not  Adam  that  was  deceived,  and 
drawn  into  fin,  by  the  immediate  flraragem  by  the  fer- 
pem  ;  but  Eve9  bis  wife,  being  impofed  upon  by  that 
fubute  adverfary,  was  thefirft  of  them  that  went  into 
the  rranfgFefiion  'of  the  law  of  God,  which  forbade 
their  eating  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil 
upon  pain  of  death  ;  and  Ihe  was  the  means  of  her 
hufband’s  doing  the  fame,  (Gen.  iii,  i,— <5,  12,13.) 
without  his  own  being  feduced  by  the  ferpent  Mtnfelf, 
and  (which  indeed  aggravated  his  fin)  without  any  de¬ 
ception,  but  knowingly,  as  induced  to  it  by  his  fond 
affeflioQ  to  hie  wife. 


Nnt'n!hi!  ■  *5  However,  the  female  fei  *  (hall  be  fo  far  relie¬ 
ve  kv^’in  child*  *ed  againft  the  righteous  fehtence  upon  the  firft  womans 
baring,  if  they  (Gen*  iii,  1 6.)  that  they  (hall  be  carried  through  the  for* 

fanU  rows  chtld-bcarhg,  fometimea  with  fafety,  and  al- 
SLi^wLb^U  ways  with  freedom  from  them  as  a  curfe  ;  and  (ball 
fcnetj.  *  certainly  be  faved  with  an  everlafting  falvadon,  in  cafe 

they  prove  thcmfelves  to  be  real  Chriftrans,  by  conti¬ 
nuing  in  the  eiercifc  of  faith,  and  trufl  in  God  through 
Chrift,  the  promised  feed  >  and  as  the  fruit  of  their 
faith,  in  love  to  God  and  his  people*,  and  in  all  conju¬ 
gal  chaftity  and  holinefs  ^of  .heart  and  life,  together 
with  a  due  moderation  of  their  paffitms  and  appetites, 
and  a  fober  behaviour,  as  becomes  women  profefEng 
godlinefi,  which  has  the  prmife  of  the  life  that  now  rV, 
and  of  that  which  is  to  come*  (Chap,  iv,  8,) 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

How  abundantly  more  extenfive  is  the  gnee  of  God  under  the  gofpd-difpenfa- 
tion*  than  it  was  in  the  Jewifi  ages  J  He  intends  the  falvation  of  all  forts  of 
perfons>  whether  they  be  Jew  or  G extiles ,  high  orJow,  greater  or  lefler  fmnm ; 
and  accordingly  will  bring  in  multitudes  of  them  to  the  faving  knowledge  of 

Chrift, 

NOTE. 


■  Sfcr  jMl  he  faved,  cannot  relate  peri<m* 
ally  to  £wt  who  was  dead  long  before,  ivHero* 
ua  tbit  is  &  promise  for  time  to  come  i  And 
therefore  I  lake  it  to  relate  to  w6me*  in  tc* 
litraf,  that  wen  involved  with  her  In  the 
teituncr  pronounced)  Gen,  iii,  if,  and  to 


fae  w  a  Dogn  of  rmiMmde,  including  the 
whole  fen;  accordingly,  by  an  analogy  of 
number,  frequent  in  it  is  eipref- 

fed,  in  the  latter  part  of  this  verfe,  by  their 
continuing  in  rfc.  (fee  Dr  J Ybltbfa 

note.) 


t$8  Thijlrfi  Epiftle  to  Timothi  pardphrnfetL  Ch*  uu 

Chri&V  irho  is  the  only  Mediator  between  the  offended  God  and  offending  matu 
and  freely  gave  bimfclf  up  to*foatli,-aa  a  price  of  'redemption  to  fatisfy  divine 
juftice  for,  all  of  every  charader  that  tlul)  believe,  in  h.i.m,  and  to  dt  liver  them 
from  fin!  and  from,  the  wrath  to  come*  'What  a  bieflrd  and  mcoaraging 
ground  of  hope,  and  of  prayer*  is  here,  for  Icings  and  fubjefts,  that  by  means 
of  a  gofpei-miniAty,  which  Chrift  has  appointed* to  teftify  his  atoning  death, 
thejMroy  be  brought  to  know  and  believe  iu  hintf,  though  at;  prelent  they  he 
ft  rangers  and  enemies  to  him  l  And  how  pleafiag  to  Ggd  is  ii*  that  Cbri£;aa 
fubjeflts,  on  all  occa  lions,  ahd  whenever  1 1 ie jr  are  engaged  in  divine  worfhip. 
without’ regard  to  any  diftinflion  of  places*  be^irip'jrctmate*  in  prayer,  and 
hearty  in  t  hank  Jgivinga  for  their  political  governors,  as  they  arc  ordained  of  God 
for  tHegood-of  the*  community*,  that,  under  their  protection  and  favour,  4  hoy 
may  live  in  quiet  poffeflion  of  their  religions  and  civil  righU,.  and  have  full  lilir* 
ty  for  the  ditctwige  of  ail  moral  and  ChrlftUu  duties !  Women,  as  well  as  mm, 
are  to  join  in  public  worfhip,  and  To  behave  with  decency /like  perfous  profctfiug 
godlinefs:  -They  ought  not  to  be -Fowl of  decking  thertifrivfcS  with  fplcndtd  attire* 
dot  fet  their  hearts  upon  fine  amUbmptuous  dreis;  but  upon  the  richer  anti  bright¬ 
er  ornamertfs  of  virtue  and  grace,  and  abounding!*  it)  every  good  work  :  And  re* 
memberi og,  the  rank  in  which  God  has  placed  their  fex  by.  the  law  of  creation  > 
and  after  the  fall,  in  which  the  woman  was  Grft  in  the  tvanfgretfion,  they  ihould 
take  heed  of  every  thing  that  looks  Tike  an  affiliation  of  foperiority  to  the  man, 
and  be  file nt  learners  with  due  fubjetfion,  and  not  preachers  in  the  church  :  Ajk! 
23  ever  they  would  be  com forted  under  Ehcidifmal.Vffecb  of  the.,  fall,  and  be  car- 
ned  fafe  through  Lhc  farrows  and  dangers  of  childbearing,  and  get  at  1  Aft  to 
heaven,  it  behoves  them  to  live  in  an  excrafc  of  faith  and  love,  charity,  hoiineb, 

and  fobriety ;  For,  hlefled  be  God  i  here  is  a  gracious  promife  of  rich  mercy  to 
fucb. 


v 


se 


C  H  A  P.  III. 

;  !J.  ,  -  } 

The  apefih f  4c f tribes  vtbat  ought  to  he  the  qualifications  and  behaviour  of 
gofpel^bijhops*  i, — y.  4nd  of  deacons  and  their  wives*  8,-13. 

.  And  gives  Timothy  a  reafon  of  his  writing  Jo  particularly  to  hm 
about  thefe*  and  other  church*  affairs*  for  directing f bis  own  condul 7, 
as  an  evangelifi*  14,-16* 


Tear, 

*T,HU  is  9  tree 

tying,  )f  a 
mandejia  the  of* 
fKt  of  a  bUHcp, 

hedefinthagood 

work* 


Paraphrase* 

T^O  proceed  to  fame  other  drre&Ions,  that  may  be 
needful  for  you,  my  fon  Timothy*  to  be  acquainted 
with,  in  order  to  i  due  difriurge  of  your  trufl,  as  an 
evangelift  1  it  is  certainly  true,  and  may  well  be  faid, 
that  if  any  Chfiftiany  property  qualified,  is  inclined, 
with  a  view  to  the  glory  of  God. and  the  good  of  fouls, 
to  enter  upon  the  office  of  a  paftor,  or  overfeer  of  God's 
flock,  to  perform  the  part  of  a  bifhop  in  the  overfight 
of  it,  (fee  the  notes  on  ASls  xx.  28*  and  1  Pet .  v.  a*) 
he  aims  at  a  very  important,  honourable,  -and  ufeful, 
though  laborious  poft  .  and  for  rice :  But  thar 

you  and  fuch  may  know,  and  the  church  may  judge, 
and  not  be  tmpofed  upon,  it  is  proper  to  draw  out 
fome  account  of  what  fort  of  qualifications  are  needful 
for  a  faithful  and  acceptable  due  b  arge  of  the  duties  of 
fuch  a  high  am!  laborious  ftatiom  ■ 

2  A 


Cb.  in.  Thejtfji  EpiJIU  to  Timothy  parapbrafed,  fyj 


i  A  bifhop  2-A  bilhop,  or  paftor,  then*  ought  td  be  an  inoffen- 
iben  muft  j*  five  rn-an,-  of-  ad  unexceptionable  tnoral  chara&er,  in 
hiMhan/  of  one  every  relation  of  life,  that  the  titinijlry  be  mt  blamed  ^ 
wife,  vijitwt,  fo-  (z  Cor.  tu  ji)  and,  if  he  be  not  a  man  %  he 

b*r,  of  good  be*  ought  by  no  means  to  have  any  more  than  one  wife  at 

hiiwour,  gives  to  .  ‘  •  ,  .  -  . 

)ic»f?H»iity ,  apt  *  time  ;  no»  nor  on  any  account,  except  iff  cafe  of 
to  teach ;  adultery,  to  divorce  his  wife,  and  marry  anbther, 

whilft  (he  is  living  :  {Mat,  ini.  32*)  '  He  ought  alfio- 
to  bevery  circnmfpetl  and  diligent  in  bis  work,  watch* 
ful  againft  Satan  and  all  his  in  liniments,  and  watch* 
ful  over  his  own  fpirit,  words,  and  actions,  and  for  the 
fouls  of  thoCe  that  are  committed -to-  his  charge  j  and 
to  be  very  moderate  in  hit  appetites,  pa  (lions  and  plea¬ 
sures  ;  to  be  affable,  -  courteous,  prudent,  and  engaging 

in  the  general  Conrfe  of  his  conversation  toward* all 
men}  and  to  be  of  a  generous  foul,  ready,  according 
to  bis  ability,  to  relieve  the  necedities  of  rbe  poor  -f, 
and  entertain  godly  Grangers,  miuiftcrs,  or  others,  that 
are  well  recommended  to  him  j  and  he  fhould  be  well 
furnilhed  with  a  good  Aock  of  Chri Ilian  knowledge  and 
experience,  and  capable  of  Cxpr  effing  his  fentiments. 
with  freedom,  clearnefs,  and  propriety,  for- the  inftruc- 
tion  of  others,  and  for  fupporting  and- defending  the 
trutbs  of  the  gofpel  on  all  fuitablt  occafions  j  as  alfo  to 
be  ready  to  improve  all  proper  opportunities  for  it. 

3  Not  »  j  He  ought  by  no  means  to  be  a  wine-bibber,  ( Mat* 

r^KedrofM-  **•  r9*)  or  a  J°ver  of'ftrong  drink  to  ahy  excefs  •,  nor 
"hyfucre,  bw p»-  to  be  a  man  of  a  (jusrrelfome  and  furious  temper,  like 
wm,  not  a  8A*-  one  whofe  paffions  are  too  ftrong,  upon  provocation,’  to 
1«,  Doittwetouj  bis  tongue  from  grievous  feurrility,  or  his  hands 

from  violence ;  no/  ought  he  to  be  eagerly  fond  of  the- 
riches  of  this  world,  which  are  defiling  gains,  efpeci- 
ally  to  one  of  his  charaQer,  when  procured  by  any  bale 
unworthy  means;  But  he  (hould  be  one  of  a  meek, 
calm,  peaceable,  and  forbearing  fpirit,  (2  Tim.  ii.  24.): 
not  abulive,  noify,  and  clamourous  in  his  way  of  talk* 
»ng  and  difpudtag  }  ■  nor  fo  in  love  with  the  things  of 

this 


K  O  T  E. 


*  TSe  ef  o#r  Trife,  neither  mom 

that  a  biflmp  or  plbf  is  obliged  to  marry, 
nor  that  tfe  ought  never  to  many  a  ft  coni 
wife*  the  prohibition  of  ,»hich  wo uld  be 
contrary  to  natural  rights,,  and  the  defign  of 
the  Lw  cf  marriage  itfdf ;  neither  of  which 
was  ever  intended  to  be  Jet  afide  by  the  gof- 
pef-difpeofatioi!  r  But  it  is  deffgued  w  guard 
Again  it  jpcA^riwrjf,  aod  agaittit  dtvQH'tS  on 
frivolous  occafions,  both  whkh  were  frequent 
amouv  die  kilt  condemned  by  our 

Lord,  Wit,  *isf>  j,  9*  and  therefore  mim* 


flers>  of  all  others,  ought  to  (Land  clear  of 
either  of  thcrie  lins+  . 

f  A  lover  efhofpttafiij  properly  li guides  a 
friend  to  ftrutgers ;  (pA«$fi«t)  and  as  itufj- 
for  public  enter Mimnent  -were  iv>t  very  utbal 
thofc  dayi,  it  war  a  becoming  part  of  the 
character  of  biibops  to  be  open-hearted  to 
potrr  Chri  ft iins,  that  were  flrantfers,  efpcc- 
atly  to  fuch  as  were  driven  Into  i heir  neigh¬ 
bourhoods  by  perfect!* ions ,  and  to 
that  went  about  from  pkee  to  plan;  to  p*eacb 
riic  j'iptl* 


1 6o 


Tke'firfl  EpijlU  to  TlMOTHT  para.phra.fed 


Ch.  iii. 


4  One  tbit  ru- 
[nh  wdt  his  own 
bodtf^  hiving  bii 
children  in  fib- 
jeftlon  with  *11 

gwity ! 


y  (Foriffl  man 
know  nut  how  to 
nikhi^ownboufr, 
how  Hull  he  ukc 
cm  of  the  church 
of  God  0 


4  Not  a  no* 
vice*  left,  being 
lifted  up  with 
puidc,  be  ftU  in¬ 
to  thc^eondenmi* 
tvm  of  the  devil* 


v  Moreover^ 

fve  mud  hare  a 
pnod  ^  it  port  of 
them  'which  are 
without;  led  he 
fall  into  reproach* 
and  the  foarc  of 
the  devil. 


i  Liktvifo  of 
the  deacona  be 
grave,  uotdoul>J&» 
tenguod,  not 

given 


this  world,  as  to  prefer  the  fleece  to  the  flock,  and  to 
leek  theirs }  rather  than  them*  (2  Cor*  xii*  14*) 

4  Furthermore,  if  he  have  a  family  and  children,  he 
ought  to  keep  up  good  difciplinc  and  decorum  in  Ins 
houfe,  and  maintain  a  prudent  authority  over  his  chil¬ 
dren,  as  well  as  fervams,  to  oblige  them,  like  Abra~ 
ham%  {Gen*  xviii.  ip,)  to  fubmit  to  regular  orders,  both 
with  regard  to  religion  and  manners,  as  may;be  moll 
honourable  amt  comely  for  him  and  them* 

j  For  if  a  man  have  the  charge  of-  a  family,  whofe 
affairs  are  more  cafy  to  be  managed,  and  of  left  confe- 
quence,  and  do  not  know  how  to  govern  it  well,  as  be* 
comes  the  matter  of  his  own  houfe;  bow  can  it  rca- 
fonably  be  expected,  that  be  fbould  have  prudence, 
care,  and  refohuion  enough,  to  prefid e  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  higher  and  more  difficult  affairs  of  the 
church  of  the  living  God,  {wr»  15*}  in  which  all  things 

are  :o  be  done  decently  and  in  order,  cjtatlly  according 
to  his  Lord's  appointment  1  (1  Cor*  xiv*  40*  fee  the 
note  there.) 

6  He  ought  not  to  be  a  raw  upftart,  nor,  ordinarily, 
onc-4hat  is  but  newly  converted  to  the  fairh  of  Cbrift, 
and  planted  10  his  church  ; -(w**™*)  Jett  being  puffed  up 
with  a  high  conceit  of  hie -gifts  and  (mattering  know¬ 
ledge,  (which  has  more  heat  than  light)  or  with  popu¬ 
lar  applaufe,  or  with  the  honour  of  being  fo  foon  ad¬ 
vanced  to  fuch  an- eminent  Ration  in  the  church,  he, 
through  the  indication  of  Satan,  fall  into  the  fame  con¬ 
demnation,  and  by  moans  of  the  fame  pride,  as  the 
devil  himfelf  did,  when,  not  contented  with  his  Ration 
among, the  glorious  angels,  he  left  his  frfi  habitation* 
and  is  thereupon  referved  in  everlajiing  chains  of  dark* 
nefs  to  tlw  judgment  of  the  great  day,  (Jude,  ver.  6.) 

7  Once  more.  He  ought  to  be  a  man  of  clear  repu¬ 
tation,  not  only  with  Chriftians  themfdves,  but  alfo 
among  unbelievers,  whether  Jews  or  Heathens,  that 
are  out  of  the  pale  . of  the  church,  and  watch  for  the 
baiting  of  gofpebprofefibrs,  and  efpeciaily  of  gofpel- 
itnmllers  ;  left  he  give  too  great  occafion  fox  reproach 
upon  himfdf,  and  upon  the  name,  doctrine,  and  ways 
of  the  Lord ;  and  fo  the  devil  catch  an  advantage  z* 
gainft  him,  to  the  injury  of  his  own  foul,  and  of  his 
ufefulnefs  s  and  to  the  differed  it  of  religion,  tbe  triumph 
of  its  adverfaries,  and  the  grief  and  Humbling  of  young 
converts* 

8  And  as  to  another  fort  of  church-odcers,  that  arc 
fet  apart,  as  deacons,  who  are  appointed  to  take  cate 
of  the  poor,  and  manage  the  church -flock  for  ferving 

tables, 


Cb.  ffi. 

riven  to  much 

n 

Vine,  not  gTccdy 
o\  JiUhf  lucre. 


Tht firjl  EpiJIU  ta  Timothy  paraphrjfej. 


P  Holding  t!>c 
*iyftcry  Of  the 
ini'll  in  a  pne 
cunlcicncc* 


TO  And  la 
(tide  vM'o  f:;  ft  be 
praxis  dun  ki 
them  ufe  the  i> t- 
fici  of  a  deacon,  be¬ 
ing  fiu&d  biamc- 
ieii. 


it  E^rn  fo 
nwjl  tbfir  ttn'cs 
hi  grave,  not 
liamlcrcrs,  feber, 
fdhful  in  all 
*binsri. 


tables,  {ARs  vi,  2,  fee  the  note  there,)  They  likcwife, 
as  to  their  moral  char  after,  ought  to  be  men  of 

a  grave;  decent,  ami  venerable  behaviour,  and  of  pood 
reposr,  {A£Ir  vi-  3<);  not  given  to  ditTimulaiion,  ipca ic¬ 
ing  one  thing  and  meaning  another,  or  carrying  two 
faces,  and  talking  at  one  time  contrary  to  what  they 
fay  at  another,  as  may  heft  ferve  a  turn  ;  nor  ought  they 
to  indulge  thcmfelves  in  drinking  too  freely  of  any 
flrong  liquors,  which  would  not  only  be  a  reproach  ih 
pon  their  ebarafters,  but  render  thjm  very  unfit  for  the 
duties  of  their  office  \  nor  ought  thev  to  be  of  an  av;i- 

■  •  i 

rieious  temper,  that  would  fUckcn  their  hands  to  th^ 
poor,  and  be  a  temptation  to  aft  the  part  of  unfatrJbful 
fte  wards,  in  privately  appropriating  feme  cf  the  church** 
Hock  to  their  own  uf"e* 

9  As  to  their  religious  cha rafter,  they  ought  "tobd 
found  in  the  faith,  liedfaflly  adhering  r and  pf*rfrvc- 
iing  in,  the  pure  un mixed  duftrities  ot  ihegcfp,],  wlrch 
are  indeed  a  myiiery  to  the  carnal  unbelieving  world, 
ami  exceed  the  ccmprehcnfion  of  enlightened  rntnd*3 
themfelves  ;  the  deacons  ought  to  hold  ihde  fa  ft  in 
their  belief  and  proltffion,  with  all  the  ftnecrity  of  ;i 
heart,  that  is  purified  by  faith,  and  purged  from  an 
evil  confcience  by  the  blood  of  Chrifh 

10  And  in  order  to  their  being  ebofen  to  this  office, 
they,  as  well  as  paftors,  ought  to  be  firfl  tried,  proved* 
and  approved  of*  as  to  their  moral  and  religious  cha¬ 
racter  $  and  then,  being  found  unblameabtc  with  regard 
to  any  notorious  crime,  or  any  remarkable  defeft  ia 
the  fore  mentioned  qualifications,  they  fliould  be  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  office,  and  intnifted  with  the  whole  bu* 
fioefs  of  a  deacon,  in  all  its  parts. 


near  relation  in  which  they  (land  to  tWfe  church-offi¬ 
cers,  ought  to  be  pci  funs  of  a  grave,  chaste,  and  de¬ 
cent  behaviour,  free  from  all  light nefs  of"  temper, 
words,  drtfs,  and  deportment;  they  ought  not  to  b« 
defamert  of  others  hy*  fill fe  accusations, 
which  is  the  very  fyitit  of  the  devil  himfclf ;  much  Jcfj 
fhould  they  be  tale-bearers  of  injurious  things,  speci¬ 
ally  to  the  poor,  left  the  deacons,  their  huibnacb,  be 
thereby  prejudiced  againft  them  :  But  thry  ffioidd  be 
(wnfAxt^  watchful  over  their  tongues  and  pafftons,  tem¬ 
perate  in  eatitig  and  drinking,  and  careful  in  faniiiv- 
ceconomy  within  their  own  fphere,  from  whence  th£ 
hulbaml  may  take  hints  for  prudent  ;md  irugai  manage¬ 
ment  tn  Applying  the  wants  of  (lie  poor;  end  they 

+  L 
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t%  I*ct  the 
deacon  be  the 
husbands  of  one 
wife,  ruling  their 
children  anil  their 
own  botrfri  wdL 


13  Tor  they 
that  hive  nted  the 
ofli ze  of  a  deacon 
well,  puichoffe  to 
tbemitlves  a  good 
degree,  and  greet 
Loldnefi  in  the 
felth  which  U  ill 

ChriA  Jjefera- 


14  Theft  things 
write  1  onto  thee, 
h.>fing  to  come 
fen  u>ihct  Ihortly  t 


wj  But  if  I  tar¬ 
ry 


ought  co  be*  not  only  faithful  to  the  marriage-bed*  but 
juft  ami  true  to  all  the  trulls  committed  to  them*  with 
faith fuinefs  to  God,  to  their  hu {bands*  and  others,  ne¬ 
ver  daring  to  purloin,  or  embezzle  any  of  the  church’s 
creafnre* 

12  The  deacons  alfo,  as  well  as  pallors,  {ver*  a-  fee 
the  note  there)  ought  to  avoid  the  fin  of  polygamy  and 
unlawful  divorces*  keeping  to  one  wife,  as  long  as  fhe 
lives  ;  and  whether  they  have  children,  or  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  families,  they,  as  perfons  placed  in  a  pub¬ 
lic  ilation  of  a  religious  nature,  ought  to  fet  a  good 
example  to  others,  by  maintaining  a  due  decorum  in 
the  order  of  their  houfes* 

13  They  ought  carefully  to  attend  to  tbefc  things  : 
For  fuch  as  have  acquitted  themfclves  with  fidelity,  and 
for  any  length  of  time,  in  difeharging  the  deacon’s  of¬ 
fice,  well  defer  re,  and  will  certainly  obtain  high  de¬ 
grees  of  honour  and  refpecl  in  the  church  e;  and,  in 
that  way*  may  warrantably  hope  to  acquire  andincrcafe 
in  gifts  and  graces  fuitable  to  their  flations  ;  and  they 
will  be  emboldened,  from  the  teftitnoay  of  their  own 
consciences  to  their  fidelity*  and  from  the  juft  reputa¬ 
tion  they  have  gained  m  the  church  and  the  world,  to 
be  open,  free*  and  courageous  in  their  profcCion  of  the 
pure  and  un mixed  cfoQrine  of  Chrift,  and  of  their 
faith  in  him,  whereby  they  have  derived  grace  from 
him,  to  enable  them  to  be  faithful  in  fulfilling  their 
trull  for  his  glory. 

14  I  write  thefe  things,  in  brief*  for  your  direction* 
and  to  be  communicated*  as  there  m*y  be  occaGon*  to 
others  *x  hoping  at  the  Came  rime  to  have  an  opportuni¬ 
ty,  cntflong,  of  coming  to  yon  at  Ephefut ,  or  elfe* 
where,  to  give  you  fttli  fan  her  inflrufiions. 

15  But  if  Godin  bis  providence  (hould  order  my 

being 


NOTES 


*  *fhe  good  dtgrtt  which  they  purrhafc, 
Of  procure  to  ihomfcives,  item*  rather  to 
relate  to  the  honour  (hey  fhould  rife  to  hi 
the  cftec:n  of  the  chunc'.i,  than  to  theft  ad¬ 
vancement  to  the  pafloral  office  t  For  that 
office  is  4  difiinft  order  from  the  deactMift, 
and  nut  a  titfrrtnl  degrtt  of  the  Tame  order  ; 
and  the  work  of  a  being  chiefly  to 

atteadrthe  temporal  afHuii  of  the  church  in 
fcnrhigtablm,  hai  very  HrtU  tendency  to  a 
preparation  for  the  office  of  the  miuiflry, 
which  is  of  a  fpirfrual  nature*  as  it  princi¬ 
pally  lytai  In  perfons  “  coutiQUaily  giving 
4i  thrmfcivcs  to  prayer*  and  to  the  imniftry 

•*  of  the  word,1'  (Aflt  ri.  i\  3;  4-)  accor¬ 
dingly  the  leaned  Dr  Gwen  conjc&mcs,  that 


thU  g»d  dtgretj  (jl which  fi^tshies.i 
Jltpt  or  a  (cat  a  till  Jo  exalted  in  an  alflmLly, 
tnhearor  fpeak,  t\ lodes  to  the  curtain  **f 
fitting  in  ihe  JrvijJfc  fyuagogues*  which  hid 
fooiefran  ratted  above  others  for  perfoos  so 
fit  in*  according  to  their  dignity ;  and  fo  ii 
tray  fignify  Tome  phee  of  e- 

imncuoe  m  ■  charch-aflcrobly,  which  is  due 
to  fuch  as  hare  ufed  the  office  of  a  deacon 
well*  where,  with  bold nefs  and  ourdidcncc, 
they  may  a  (lift  in  the  management  of  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  tiie  church,*  as  this  belongs  to  a  pro- 
fefllion  of  the  faith  which  is  in  Chrift  J-^i^ 
(■See  the  Dofh>r*s  fcne  nature  of  3  gt>T-^ 
church,  pag*  186,  187*) 


Cb.  iit.  fit firft  Epijllt  tv  Timothy  paraphra/idt 


ijlonff,  tim  then 
tuytQ  know  hpv 
^hoa  OUghtcft  to 
behave  thyfctf  In 
t.Mhoo&e?  UDdf 
vrEiich  n  the 
church  of  the  If- 
Tfinj  God,  the 
pdlarwd  ground 
die  with. 


iff  And, with* 
'Mt  cymroverfy, 
is  the  iHyf- 
tery  of  godlinefs : 
t^id  was  maci- 
fcit  intfu?  Ucfh, 
jnrttfrd  in  the 
Spirit,  feerr  of 

mgHf,  preached 
unit)  the  Qen* 
tiles,  believed  on 
in  the  world,  /e- 
rttfed  wp  into 
glory* 


being  detained  longer  from  yon  than  rmy  be  expected, 
I  fend  this  letter,  to  (hew  ho*  you  okight  to  con duck 
yourfelf  m  what  relates  to  the  houfe,  which  God  has 
built  for  himfelff  and  is  the  foie  proprietor  of }  not  ail 
ho ufe  made  with  baods,  like  rhat  which  he  caufed  td 
be  built  to  bis  own  name  at  Jerufxlem^  (i  Kings  vim 
J9.)  much  left  like  the  temples  that  heathens  ha7e  t- 
rc&cd  to  their  lifelefs  idols  ^  but  an  houfe  of  a  fpt ritu¬ 
al  nature,  confiding  of  credible  profeflbrs  of  Chrift's 
name,  who,  as  lively  ftemes  built  together,  (1  Pit,  in 
5.}  make  up  the  church  of  the  only  living  and  true  Godf 
which  he  animates  by  his  fpirit,  and  in  which  he  dwells 
after  a  more  excellent  manner  than  he  ever  did  in  the 
temple  of  Solomon  itfetf,  though  he  filled  that  wi:h  a 
glory:  (1  Kings  viii.  JO.)  Thcftrength,  ornament,  and 
fafety  of  this  church  is  altogether  fpiriuial,.  of  a  differ-* 
eot,  and  incomparably  nobler  kind,  than  any  pillar  and 
bafis  of  a  material  temple  can  be  f*  It  is  the  fa  and 
truth  of  the  gofpel,  of  which  Chrift  is  the  fmn  and 
fubftancc,  and  which  you  and  all  faithful  paftors  are 
to  preach  and  maintain  in  all  holy  mi  nitrations. 

16  And  it  muft  be  coiifeffeeny  owned, 
that  the  true  dottrinc  of  the  gofpcl,  which  is  according 
to  go  dime  Is,  {chdp*  vl.  3.)  is  a  great,  glorious,  and 
in  comprehend  hie  myftery,  (fee  the  note  on  T  6V.  in 
7.)  j  fome  of  the  principal  articles  of  which  are  thefe, 
namely,  That  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  who  is  flrifty 
and  properly  God,  together  with  the  Father  and  Spirit, 
even  God  over  ail  bleffed  for  ever,  (John  1.  14.  and 
Rom.  is.  5.)  was '  matiifelted,  for  rhe  molt  importune 
purpofes  of  redemption  and  falvation,  in  his  incarnate 
ftatCi  and  fo  was  Immawe(t  Gotk^ifh  us  :  (Mat.  i.  71* 
23.)  And,  having  fitisfied  divine  juftice  by  his  obedi¬ 
ence,  fuffe  rings*  and  death,  he  was  publicly  acquitted 

anil 


NOTES* 


+  The  plftxr  arid  gt&tn id  of  troth  fe  rrferted 
by  ftn sc  to  the  ehurebt  and  by  other?  to  7f- 
moiSty  and  jrvfpel~mi#ift(T$-  But  the  truth  ef 
the  gvfpef  ii  niorc  properly  the  pillar  and 
ground  of  the  church,  thaji  the  chuRiiis  off 
the  truth,  and  the  church  cannot  pfcflibly 
be  the  pillar  of  troth  any  othenrifc,  than  as 
it. hold*  forth  and  maintains  the  truth,  which 
jtfelf  i;  built  upon*  aud  tho*  thcapoftlcs  are 
oiled  pillars  t  Gal.  it.  0*  yet  thejr  cannot  he 
fc:J  m  be  Co  in  their  gvn  perfons*  but  only 
a  in  their  mmilhdtbDS  they  Supported  th^ 
j^ifptWoftnnc  concerning  Chrift;  ns  the 
i;iundjtwn  of  the  ehturch,  1  Cor.  m-  sor  1 1. 
which,  on  that  account,  is  called  *<  the 
**  fouudaiion  of  the  apoftlrs  and  prophets. 


**  JefiM  Cli  ri  fl  hi  tn-fclf  Ixin  g  ih  t  cii  Jef  corner-5 
*'  (tone,*1  ^Epjicf.  ii.  u>.)  ;  jnd  the  dotlrin® 

of  Peter's  conlcflion,  or  thrift,  whom  3>c 
cotifcdtd  is  csllti  **  the  rock,  on  which 
“  would  build  hi^  church/*  (Mat,  stv;.  ib, 
fte  the  note  There*)  It  tf-es'cFore  hi  me 
that,  in  uppot  it  it'll  tc»  *-'«  pi'k:r*  fcniii- 
dirion  of  a  material  mi-pk*  nMch  1$  litre 
alluded  tot  thctrvthcj  ii-e  &r  C^nji 

ochihacd  in  tlic  ts  m^nit  by  Lhe 

pillar  .and  greund  trut':  ou  \vb>ch  the 
church  fUrids,  as  its  ? u<l  fn^norU 

accordingly  this  tritb  ^  *rpokai  of  undec  the 
appellation  of  the  mjjlirj  \f  gpdlhefi  ;  and 
ievcral  articles  of  it  fpedhed  in  tbcfol-i 
lotting  verfe. 


it  * 
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and  accepted  of  God,  as  the  righteous  head  of  the 
church,  and  was  cleared  of  all  the  vile  reproaches  of  hit 
enemies,  in  his  rdaaeftion*  by  a-  concurrence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit*  whh  his  own  power*  as  a  divine  perfon* 
{fee  the  note  on  Rom,  \+  4.)  ;  and  £>  he  was  raifecl  again 
for  ourjuflificstion  from  all  the  offences  for  which  he 
was  delivered  to  death,  {Rem,  iv.  75.)  He  was  after 
that  feen  of  angels*  and  honourably  wicn^ffed  unto  in 
his  afeenfion,  \A£U  i-  to.)  vaft  multitudes  of  which 
furrounded  him*  as  his  adoring  fervants  and  courtiers, 
in  his  triumphal  entrance  into  heaven*  ( Pf,  Iiviii.  17.) 
And*  in  eonfequence  of  all  this,  he  was  pteached,  as 
the  atoning*  rilen*  and  exalted  Saviour,  to  the  GintiUsy 
as  well  as  Jcv;s\  and  was  bebevfd  on  by  abundant!/ 
more  Ccntihs  than  Jews**,  and  fo  was  received  in 
a  glorious  manner  by  them*  who  fluekM  in  crowds  to 
him,  under  the  glorious  difpenfaiion  of  the  Spirit, 
which  he  fhed  down  abundantly  from  on  high;  and 
they  were  wrought  upon  to  embrace  him  whh  alacrity 
and  joy,  and  to  make  an  open  and  honourable  profcfiioit 
.  of  him  in  all  the  glory  of  his  perfon,  mediation,  and 
exaltatiou* 

VOTE. 

*  Various  have  heen  the  laboured  inter¬ 
pretations  of  the  fevcral  davits  in  this  verfe, 
and  attempts  to  range  ihem  all  in  a  enafiftent 
order  of  time,  which  \  think  ought  to  lie 
Ettcndal  to  ;  but  none,  that  1  have  be™  obje 
to  confide,  have  given  me  ratisfaAion  in 
jmkmg  both  the  fettle  and  order  agree; 

Tut  grvattll  difficult y  lyes  in  giving  liivh  m 
accounr  of  u  juftified  tn  the  fpirit,  fcen  of 
**  angels,  and  received  up  toslory***  as  may¬ 
be  aJjuiled  to  a  regular  JbccciGon  of  the  o- 
ther  imervenin^j  events  here  recital.  Ail 
Ibcfc  paffgti  thcivfone  are  paraphralcd  in 
Inch  a  manner,  as  T  apprehend  to  be  juft, 
fend  fully  to  comport  with  the  due  order  in 
wh*ch  they  fhmd.  1  fiippo-c  the  elder  ob- 
by  many  at  Icatt,  will  ha  made  a- 
giioft  iltc  conrirr.fi ion  here  given  of  received 
*6  jfj/ii gfory*  which  my  Lhm+-bt^  had  turned 
to  before  1  law  thofeoif  Dr  tricud  □- 

pf.n  ir,  tome  part  of  which  icrprTfiiigly  fell 
in  wrft,  and  helped  to  ccniirm  my  own, 

ItU  w*.r;TsP  as  quoted  by  the  Dr  in  his  note 
cn  thi>  place,  fo  nr  as  they  arc  to  my  pur* 
pole,  arc  rhdbj  “  If  tlfs  l>e  the  true  fenfc 
of  tv  Jg£*  (U  c  )  ghrfa-ijlj  re* 

raved t  the  order  of  (be  {irveral  articles  m^y 
he  very  jull;  for,  upon  our  Lord's  being 
p'tacfKd  unietfre  G entiles,  he  waifcHemdcnta 
tht wpr/rf, an i merwith agfwhnf reception ;  for 
'fJut  multitudes  in  the  apo  Italic  age  cm  bra* 


ccd  the  ChrifKan  rclrgitm  ?  And  in  favAflr 
nf  this  interpretation  it  may  be  observed  th^c 
does  frequently  fig  nil  v  U'«u  netivtdr 

williout  denoting  any  thm^  of  Jicendii)\f  or 
defbcndtug.  Set  Afts  xx.  i  j*,  and 
3 1.  Ephd*  vi.  13-t  Tim.  iv-  11/’  to  whi-.h 
1  would  add,  that  in  glory  ^  fguif^s 

and  is  rendered  1  Cor,  iiu  |,t,  ir. 

and  HfbrJ  in  J^krj  (r*  fignihts  gi&r;yu$. 

rkbc$t  PMl.rr,  It  is  well  knswn  ihat 
the  prepuhtion  (n)  in,  very  often  fi^nifu  -r 
Aud  is  rendered  as  hi  Matt*  iii. 

Mark  *j,  Luke  iv.  31*  t  Cor*  ii  4.  E?h<-f. 
vi  x.  and  many  other  places;  fo  that  in 
jf lory  might  more  ^ft{j:bc  rendered 
rr,  than  ir*}$  £&rj  '*■  And  :faJ}lQid  iff  tit  f‘/i- 
til  feems  plainly  n»  rdtre  to  :hc  G^niil  Iciii- 
mony  which  the  H(^iy  givcb*  t»ui*hsci' 
Ini  l^rd,  in  railing  him  Lor**  t tic  dead, 
a  jull  or  nghtecus  purlin.  ubot  having  i\d- 
filleJ.  the  righteonfnefs  oi  l!.t  law,  and  f-J.L 
divine  juftice,  as  the  fniilUtiKe  nf  his 
people,  ought  no  louycr  10  he  detained  un  ^ 
dcr  the  power  of  death  ;  For,  c;l'craife  *v 
rtfMrrnttteu  f/Chrift  is  Jcft  out  oi  ;hU  fr^-i 
mjjlfry  of  godfintfii  thoaib  it  is  om:  of  the 
nn;ft  remarkable  and  important  hratioVs 
it ;  and  this  Uherc  placed  between  bis  be¬ 
ing  <(  mao  hefted  in  the  iielh,  and  fren  o: 
**  angels*’,  when  they  attended  him,  as  a 
grand  retinue*  jti  his  afeenbon  (o  glory. 


REGOh- 


CK  if. 
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RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  a  high  eftecrn  ftiould  wc  have  of  the  churchy  which  Cod  has  eroded 
in  our  world!  churches,  which  he>  au  the  living  God,  animates  by  his  Spirit, 
aiul  dwells  inns  in  his  own  houfe,  What  liutabie  officers  has  he  appoint  ctl  to 
attend  thetr  fpirituat  and  temporal  concerns!  Ami  what  admirable  directions 
I i**s  he  gWen  about  them,  that  none  unqualified  may  be  dioTen  to  fuch  import* 
ant  Gallons,  and  none  may  mHbeliavcin  them!  How  good  and  honourable, 
and  yet  laborious  a  wort  is  it,  to  have  a  pjftcr.il  ove  Flight  of  fouls ,  ami  thtir  fpi- 
■ritual  concerns  i  itolt  how  many  are  the  excellent  qualifications  ncceflhry  for  it  3 
Perfons  called  to  this  office  ought  to  be  fkiJftil  in  the  workofnghleoufnefs,  fit  to 
trach  others,  and  not  raw  nnftarts,  left  they  be  puffedup  with  pride,  which  ms  she 
iiuandruiu  of  the  devil:  They  are  to  be  men  of  bJaindefs  morals,  of  p'-ud^nce, 
fntbfulnefp  and  gravity,  pencrofity  a  n  da  lability,  in  every  relation  oflilV  ;  krtjv 
iug  the  families  and  children  under  their  care  in  good  order,  and  guverninp  their 
own  pafiions  and  appetites,  tongue*  and  hands,  with  moderation  and  decency, 
left  they  fall  into  reproach,  and  Satan  and  his  emiflariea  take  an  ad  vantage  agamft 
them.  And  in  how  many  things  Ihould  deacons,  together  with  their  wives*  ctt-. 
py  after  them  I  officers  of  this  ibrt,  who  have  the  care  of  the  temporal  'concerns* 
(if  the  church,  fhould  hold  the  my  ft  cry  of  faith  in  a  pood  confdc'ce,  aiul  be  vrry 
in;Uir  morals ;  Ami  the  more  diligent,  faithful,  prudent,  and  compaf-' 
fioiiate  they  are.  in  difeharping  the  duties  of  their  Cruft,  the  higher  honour  and 
r l teem  they  will  rife  to  in  the  church,  and  the  more  courageous  will  they  grow 
i;i  the  prn+eflitm  of  their  faith  in  Chrtft.  Happy  folds,  that  avc  enabled  to  -set 
up  to  all  thefe  chanufiers  and  duties,  in  their  rdpeftive  ftations  \  Hut  how  c-tro 
iul  foouldthcy  be  that  the  church  may  not  fink  tor  want  of  having  the  truth  of 
Ihtgofpcl  for  lie  foundation  and  fupport  !  O  the  unfathomable  depth,  import - 
rnceT  and  -glory  of  the  great  myftery  of  god  line  fig,  as  it  Ihincs  forth  in  God  ma* 
Tvfefted  in  the  fieih  to  make  atonement  for  fin;  ra'frd  from  fhe  dead  fortht  bifti- 
iicatiou  uf  his  perfeui  fandcanfe,  and  of  believers  hi  him;  beheld,  wiindRM  to, 
and  adored  by  the  holy  angi-fa  in  his  aJcenficm  to  heaven  ;  preached  with  wide  ex* 
lent  to  the  Gtni  ’tU' world  ;  and  believed  on  by  multitudes  of  them,  who  re¬ 
ceived  him  in  a  glorious  mauncr,  fuitable  to  his  own  exaltation,  as  God- man 
mediator  on  his  throue  ! 

ffCSBSSMIC  '!  V  ■ 


CHAP.  IV. 

Theapoftfe  infer xis  Timothy,  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy*  of  departures 
from  the  faith  in  vnrhvs  in jl  antes,  that  began  already  to  appear  f 
and  would  ijfu*  in  the  grand  apefincy  of  after-times,  i, — 5.  And,  with 
reference  thereunto,  gives  him  fever al  directions  t  with  fuitalde  mo~ 
fives  to  enforce  them,  for  a  due  Jifckirge  of  the  duties  of  his  office* 

6,  — 16. 

P  A  A  P  II  It  A  5  E* 

"VTOW  to  caution  you  anti  al!  others,  whether  mini- 
x ^  Iters,  or  Chriflians  of  every  chamber,  agaitift  cer* 
tain  grofs  errors,  which  in  oppufitkm  to  the  gteriaus 

•m  ^  fl  i.  *  j  ■  *4*  j1"  ■.  1  <  4  1  .p  .1 
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KJOYV  the  V* 

Citprrjdy,  ihn  in 
riie  Liter  times 
fo=nc  rikii.fi  dep.irt 
Jr^m  ihc  f*hhT 
giriuu  beed  10  Je- 

riitfii'g  fpiritb^nd 

(foOriucs  ot  de- 
vib; 


terrible  fpreadj  It  is  proper  to  acquaint  you,  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  foretells  in  the  infpired  writings  and 

moll 

NOTE. 

xvi.  p.  <Jii,  r*f  hi>  ui|>- 

this  y.3  rrt'.r  ;d  w:::  1  i<  w  trexn, 


n  u 

•  Tbt  Sairii  fj-t  nprpSj.  Mr  J'fieb 
Mi/'VS  m  liU  bjt'lus  v-  „t  t‘„£  lai:cr 


9 


i66 

■  r 
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■V 


I  Speaking  lies 
ia  byp^crify.  ha¬ 
ying  ihcir  ron!H* 
in«  Vdftd  ttich 

4  hpt  ireo ; 

1  k'  ■■  ■ 


jnoft  expnrfsiy  and  clearly  by  im mediate  revelation  tome, 
tliat  in  a  future  time  of  this  laft  age,  or  difpenfation  of 
God  toward  che  church  f,  there  will  arife  many  falfe 
protefTors  of  Chriflianity*  that  will  apoftatize  (*rp™wei) 
from  the  pure  doflrines  of  faiih,  as  contained  in  the 
gofpel;  and  will  attend  to  petfonsof  an  intriguing  tem¬ 
per,  under  the  influence  of  infernal  fpirits  §  j  and  fo 
will  be  uiifled  into  the  idolatrous  principles  and  practi¬ 
ces  of  wpr (hipping  angels  and  departed  faints,  in  fetch 
a  manner,  as  very  nearly  refennbks  the  religious  hon¬ 
ours  which  are  paid  by  heathens  to  their  demons,  whom 
they  worfhip,  as  mediators  between  their  fuperior  gods 
and  chemfelves* 

2  The  methods  that  thefe  fcducers  will  take  to  draw 


many  ima  rheir  own  pernicious  errors,  will  be,  by  ut¬ 
tering  abundance  of  falflioads  to  delude  them,  and  efta- 
blifli  their  own  authority,  under  hypocritical  pretences 
pf  zeal  for  religion  ;  and  they  will  not  Rick  at  any  ini¬ 
quitous 


NOTES. 


jii  3f  ;  others  take  tt  to  refer  to  cor  Lord's 
pnrdifHons  of  many  falfe  prophets,  that 
V  fhcijld  arife,  and  deceive  nn«y.M  ( Mat, 
xxiv*  n.)  But  as  <he  api-ftlc  bud  f«  clearly 
and  cxprcisly  wrote  upon  1J1U  pofat  in  his 
JVcond  epiftle  to  ihc  Terj/tfAnrbrifj,  Ukapri**) 
before  hpitntthis  cpdrieto  Tuiwijf,  Why 
may  *t  not  undeiftatid  him  to  mean  that  the 
Spi  vit  had  an  immediate  tminucr  reveled 
\\  W'  him,  their,  as  wdl  aihcrtj  fpu^c 
of  it  by  him  ? 

In  the  latter  limes’*  {tr-v?fpoi{  nanp^) 
flgniaes  in  the  laft  difpcnfathm  of  God  pit- 
dcr  the  MHTiahN  reijgi  ;  fi>  tint  ar,y  peHM, 
wiihi'.i  ths  enrols  of  this  hft  age,  may 
property  be  L:d  to  be  r *  to  the  Utter  timej/* 
j\i;d  though  (hoc  wene  /bmc  beginnings  of 
apoftacy  in  the  ipoftleU  days  that  ttaced  ia 
the  grand  ore,  u  may  be  gathered  fiom 
3  Tlieffi  ii  y, ;  yet  uhit  be  had  p.uuip&ity 
id  vietv  was,  l  think,  to  cumeio  p.*i*  in 
(owe  tees  after  rhzi  time,  a*  may  appear 
from  wba;  be  adds  a  'I  heft  ii.  i if*  It 
was  nev^tthclef*  proper  for  Tircoihy  to 
Jmow^  and  give  twice  of  this  ap'dfacy  to 
the  Clu;fturi5  of  hU  day,  that  they  m^ght 
he  the  bt-t?T  glided  again  ft  mry  ibing 
of  that  af'pU’c;  tucanfe  corruptions  of  this 
tendency  hi  yan  already  to  wo*k  in  Jtrdaiacrc, 
who  were  for  keeping  up  the  diflirOion  of 
meats,  and  a  fliow  oT  humility ;  were  for 
wdrftiipping  of  sr.gcb,  and  cm bracing other 
errdrS  th*t  were  broached  by  fatfc  apoftleaT 

and  deceitful  workers;  *n  areotjut  oi  which 
is  given  at  large  in  Dr  'Whirty  #  note  on  thi* 

text  But  tt  s-caomit  Juftly  injterfVcm  l better, ■ 
as  ihe  wonlrf,  that  ihc  apoftlc  hid 

net  a  further  eye  upon  a  ftUl  more  flagrant 


and  genm!  apoftacy  ;  fine*  notwithftanding 
all  the  Doflort  laboured,  and  feemindy 
forced  attenri>Ts  to  the  contrary,  the  apnitle 
plainly  paints  io  this  in  (Ju^fc  paftages  of  the 
ieeond  cpHile  to  the  Tbcflaionians  above  ro 
ftfrrcJ  apd  lincc  he  Mto«  for  the  ak  of 

the  church  in  aft  futcccdfag  generations, 

§  The  fpifit,  principles  and  pri^ltces  of 
the  amkhrillUn  church  of  Home  fu  cuflly 
match  with  tl>c  dcfcription  given  to  this  and 
ihe  two  next  yerfes,  of  thefe  fcdticcrs,  and 
their  eorruptioKis,  that  any  one  may  eaiity 
read  tbdi  ch s rsder  in  it  :  For  (hey  fme 

moft  notorioijfly  apoUati^ed  from  tJiC  pti' 
inilive  faith  of  the  gofpcl ;  Their  do£ rir.e 
of  w^rflaipping  angeifr  and  dqrarred  fainu, 
and  TP^kirg  tile  of  ihen>  as  medators,  is  ap¬ 
parently  the  doflrine  of  Demons,  In  *hc 
nfarefl:  aflipity  *o  that,  which  was  found 
among  the  heathens;  thtir  nvcthoclr  of 
propagating  their  religion,  by  ipurtou? 
legends,  forged  miwks,  and  fabulous 
ftori«,  under  hypocriiicui  presence*  of  teal 
for  God,  while  intcraft  b  their  principal 
aim ;  their  aflonilhing  hardnefs,  and  infeti- 
fthihty  of  any  monl  evft,  in  the  mod  vile, 

rrimbd,  and  m order ou*  methods  fer  extir¬ 
pating  what  they  tail  hereiy,  utd  ferving 
the  church  i  tbeir  foTbiddtngpriefts,  mook^r 
and  ntuis  to  mair /,  and  enjoining  abfti- 
nepee  from  flelh  in  I.efu,  and  on  Wcdnet- 
tkysarxi  Fridays  all  cheyear  round, 
ddeotly  avffwet  the  apoftle’s  diftingirifaing 
charaCkrs  of  ihcir  apoflscy,  that  ihert  ott-d 
no  plainer  marks  to  warrant  an  application 
of  (hern  to  that  an tichriflian -church*  fSre 
alfo  the  notes  on  a  TtuiC  tL  3,4-  mud 
^  Tim,  Hi.  u 

1  k  ■ 
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3  Forfridding 

to  marry,  ana 
‘imma/td-ng  toa|>* 
ftaia  from  meats, 
whidi  God  hub 
rmted  Iq  be 
irceifcd  with 
(h4Dk(£iv;Bg  of 
tbcai  whkb  be¬ 
lieve  and  kaow 
titc  truth. 


4  For  every 
cruturc  of  God  I; 
rood,  and  no¬ 
thing  to  be  re¬ 
filled,  if  \t  be 
recerved  ^ith 
th*tik  giving ; 

S  For  Ft  if 
la  notified  by  the 
word  of  God  oh] 

prsfer* 


iff  If  thou  pet 
the  brethren  in 
rcmtmbnuu.-c  of 
theft  diingj^hon 
Cult  be  a  jpJod 
mioilhrof  Jefus 
Urift,  nourished 
op  jii  the  words 
of  faith,  and  of 
good  doftrine, 
whereun’ft  tbou 
hoQ  attained. 


quitous  meafures  to  carry  on  and  effe£l  their  own  cor* 
ruptdcGgnsi  their  conferences  being  as  infcnfible  of 
good  and  evil,  and  of  the  dreadful  confluences  of 
their  guilt,  as  flclh,  that  is  feared  with  a  hot  iron*  be¬ 
comes  callous  and  incapable  of  feeling* 

3  Some  of  the  errors  which  they  will  vent  and  pro- 
pagate  are*  prohibiting  marriage  to  foroe  forts  of  per* 
ions,  and  fo  difannulling  the  order  of  the  God  of  na¬ 
ture*  and  expofing  them  to  all  temptations  of  unchafti- 
ty  ;  as  alfo  obliging  people  to  abltain  from  feme  kinds 
of  food,  which  God  created  for  the  fuftenance  of  man* 
and  now*  under  the  gofpeUdifpenfarion,  (which  has  ta¬ 
ken  away  alt  former  legal  djftinftions  of  dean  and  un¬ 
clean  meats)  allows  all  forts  of  wholefome  flefh  to  be 
cater,  with  moderation  and  fobriety,  at  all  times*  as 
occasions  require,  with  thankfuiuefs  to  him,  for  provid¬ 
ing  them,  and  for  allowing  atlChrlftians  to  eat  of  them 
with  a  covenant-right,  who  believe  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jefus,  and  undertime!  and  make  a  confcientious  prudent 
ufe  of  the.  gofpel-do&rine  of  Chriftian  liberty,  as  to 
that  point. 

4  For  every  creature  that  God  has  made,  is  in  it- 
felf  good,  as  it  came  out  of  his  hand  for  the  purpofes 
for  which  he  created  it  \  and  nothing  that  is  proper  for 
food  is  to  he  fcruplcd  or  forbidden,  provided  it  be  re¬ 
ceived  with  religious  gratitude  and  acknowledgments 
of  God  as  che  author  and  giver  of  it, 

5  For  it  is  f»n£Kfied  to  our  lawful  ufe  by  the  gofpel 
of  ihe  ever  blclTed  God,  which  has  taken  away  all  ce¬ 
remonial  uncleannefs  from  it ;  asalfo  by  bis  command¬ 
ing  a  bailing  upon  it,  {Mai.  iv.  4*)  and  by  prayer,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  laudable  enftorn  at  meals  to  implore  his 
bleffing  upon  it  for  the  refre/hmeut  of  animal  nature, 
that  it  may  be  fitted  for  his  fervicc  ;  and  after  the  re¬ 
freshment  to  blefs  the  Lord  for  it,  (De ut.  viii*  10,  and 
fee  the  note  on  Mat*  sir*  19.) 

6  If  you,  my  dear  fan,  in  the  fairh,  fliall  carefully 
from  time  to  time  remind,  and  warn,  the  Chriftiatj 
brethren  of  all  the  things  before -mentioned,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  of  this  grind  apefhey,  fome  tendencies  to 
which  already  appear,  (fce  the  two  lafl  notes  on  ver . 
i,)  that  they  may  be  the  mere  upon  their  watch,  and 
guard  again#  every,  the  leaft  approach  to  it,  you  will 
acquit  yourfelf  with  honour,  as  a  uftful,  ■  wife,  and 
faithful  fervant  of  Jcfus  Chrift,  that  has  his  glory  at 
heart,  and  will  order  your  miniftrations  fuitable  to  toe 
circnmilanccs  of  the  times,  ami  the  prefect  danger  of 
errors  md  corruptions  creeping  into  the  church;  and 
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8  Fnr  hodify 
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jfr//  Epifib  to  Timothy  parapbrafei.  Ch.  v. 

will  therein  approve  yourfclf  to  have  been  well  taught* 
refrdbed,  and  (frengthened  in  your  own  foul*  as  having 
thoroughly  digefted  the  pure  dodrines  of  faith  in  Chrilt* 
and  ui  every  other  evangelical  truth  that  is  connected 
with  it;  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  which  ycu 
h;ive  fought  after*  and  happily  attained*  {y<v**skMi™j 
(See  the  note  on  Luke  i*  3.) 

7  Hat  as  to  the  fabulous  traditions  of  the  Jevjsf  and 
th  cir  cndltfs  genealogies*  which  I  have  already  cau* 
tioned  againft,  as  tending  to  corrupt  the  fimplichy  of 
thcgofpcl,  rather  than  tu  godly  edifying*  {chap*  i.  4*) 
and  which  are  indeed  a s  foolilh  as  the  idle  (lories  that 
old  women  delight  to  tell  children*  pay  no  manner  c; 
regard  to  thefe;  reject  and  have  nothing  to  do  with 
them  *  but  like  athletics  in  the  Grecian  games, 

exert  yourfclf  with  the  utmoit  labour,  diligence, 
and  vigour,  in  promoting  the  do£trine$  and  duties  of 
true  piety  to  God  through  Jefus  thrift,  and  in  exem* 
pi i lying  the  beauties  of  practical  godlincfs  in  youl  own 
life  nod  conversion* 

8  tor  the  greateft  pains  that  can  be  taken, 

in  mere  external  a £l$  of  religion,  in  which  the  body 
only  is  engaged*  is  little  worth,  neither  pleafingto  God, 
nor  of  any  good  account  of  man's  own  foul,  (Alat.  xv. 
8,  9-}  But  evangelical,  viral*  and  prn&ieul  godlinefs, 
in  heart*  und  life,  is  every  way  advantageous,  with  re* 
gartl  to  all  things  chat  concern  us ;  there  being  express 
promifes,  even  under  the  gofpeUftatc,  chap.  ii.  15* 
Mat.  vi.  25* — 3  Rem.  viii*  28;  and  Phil,  iv*  19.)  of 

the  blcfting  of  God,  as  annexed  to  it,  in  what  relates 
to  the  ncccfiaiies,  conveniences,  and  a  frn&ififd  ufe 
of  alt  rircumftattces  of  this  prejjpnt  iife ;  and  ltd)  more 
excellent  and  abundant  promifes*  relating  to  the  glory 
and  bjtrflcdnefs  of  the  better  world  to  come :  Yea,  this 
u  emphatically  the  promife  that  he  has  p rsmifed  us ,  even 
eternal  Itfrt  (1  J;;hn  ii.  25.) 

9  This  prcntsfc)  .with  all  the  reft,  may  be  fully  de* 
priuled  upon,  as  a  certain  truth*  which  God  in  Jaith- 
falncfs  will  make  good*  and  it  is  worthy  the  higheft  re* 
ganl,  eiteem*  and  entertainment,  as  a  rich  encourage¬ 
ment  to  ferve  the  Lord*  and  cleave  to  him,  amidft  all 
difficulties*  oppoiitions,  and  dangers;  how  many  fo- 
cyer  apolLtize  from  him, 

10  For  it  is  :n  conftderation  of  this  important  truth* 
and  of  the  a  (fared  hopes  of  its  accompli  fitment  to  our- 
(elves,  that  wc  the  apoftles  and  ftrvants  of  Child,  un¬ 
dergo  great  fatigues  in  our  hcly  mini  ftrarions  to  advance 
his  glory,  intcreft,  anti  kingdom,  and  gain  fouls  to 
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vli  meot  cfpcci- 
j\\y  of  ihofc  tint 


t  f  Theft  things 
command  and 
iacb. 


i*  I*et  no 

out •  defi^u  ti-y 
youth,  h-t 
ihatt  an  -cx^n* 
pk  of  the  be  lie  - 
*crs*  in  word*  in 
ton  tc  ri'ai  fan,  in 
cli.tihA',  in  ff>i- 
rir,  in  faUh,  in 
purity* 


13  Till  Icrme 

p\'t  ^:rcTiiIm^c 
in  io^X- 

to 

dy  0.  fine. 
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him  ;  and  that  we  patiently  and  cheerfully  hear  the 
mod;  contemptuous  fcotn,  and  infamous  reviiings,  from 
our  adverfaries,  for  his  fake;  becaufc  we  firmly  rely  on 
ihe  power,  truth,  and  faithful  nefc  of  the  Almighty  and 
ever  living  God,  who  has  life  in  himfdf,  and  is  the 
fountain  of  both  natural  and  fpi  ritual  life,  and  of  every 
bldfing  that  is  needful  for  the  fupport  and  comfort  of 
cither  of  them,  as  he  is  the  great  Prcferver  of  all  man¬ 
kind,  and  the  author  and  giver  of  all  their  temporal 
falvations  and  deliverances,  ami  in  a  providential  way, 
is  good  to  ail,  (Pfi  cxiv,  y.)  and  he  is  fo,  by  the  parti¬ 
cular  care  of  his  providence,  and  in  a  fpecial  way  of 
covenant*love  and  faithful  nets  to  true  believers,  with 
refpe£t  to  all  the  pi  on  idl’d  good  things  that  pertain  to 
the  prefent  life  ;  as  well  as  is  molt  eminently  fo,  with 
refpe£t  to  an  everlaffnig  falvatton,  in  that  which  is  to 
come,  {ver,  8.) 

ii  Thefe  things  are  of  fucli  vaft  eonfequence  to  the 
encouragement  of  faith  and  holinefs*  that  I  would 
have  you  inculcate  them,  by  divine  authority,  upon  the' 
confidences  of  your  hearers  ;  and  illultrate  and  explain 
them  a:  large,  in  the  courfe  of  your  rmmflry,  that  they 
may  fee  the  excellence  and  advantage  of  true  religion 
and  godfinef$>  r 

ii  Lrt  it  be  your  ftudy  and  endeavour,  by  divine 
grace,  to  acquit  yourfelf  hernia  with  fuch  diligence, 
gravity,  good  judgment,  prudence,  and  fidelity  ro  your 
truft,  and  with  fuch  evidence  of  your  own  heartily  be* 
licving  e  deeming,  a:id  living  under  the  power  of  what 
you  p;och  to  others,  none  may  have  occafim  to 
fl:ghr,  aud  contemn  you  and  your  admonitions,  your 
office,  or  your  management  ef  it,  on  account  of  your 
youth:  Bur,  the  more  effectually  to  prevent  this,  let 
it  be  your  great  concern,  that  you  yourftlf  may  be  ail 
amiable  and  fiiining  example  to  alt  other  believers',  in 
the  excellency  of  your  doctrine  and  edifying  difeourfe  y 
jn  the  regularity  of  your  religious  and  moral  behaviour; 
in  the  Eincerity  and  ardour  of  your  love  to  God  and 
Chrifl  and  immortal  fouls,  to  truth  and  holineft,  anil 
to  ali  fcilow-mintfUrs  and  Chriftians;  in  your  fpirituaN 
nundednefir,  fervent  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  a- 
bounding*;  in  ali  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  f  in  the  Beady 
and  lively  eierciie  and  piofeflion  of  your  faith,  and 
maintaining  the  doctrines  of  it ;  and  in  all  (*?*“<*)  ehai- 
tity  and  purity  of  heart  and  fife, 

13  You  may  have  ftiil  funher  directions  from  me 
by  word  of  mouili,  when,  according  to  my  hope,  {chap* 

iih  iq.)  I  may  have  au  opportunity  of  feeing  you.  In 

the 
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ti  Ncglrft not 
the  gift  that  W  \t\ 
thee,  which  was 
given  tVee  liy 
prophecy,  wifh 
the  laying  on  of 
the  hands  of  the 
presbytery 


t$  Meditate  u- 
pon  theft  things, 
ffi™  thyfelf  who!* 
iy  to  them  ;  that 
thvprofiiing  may 
appear  to  all. 


id  Tate  heed 
iiiko  thyfcif,  ai:d 
unto  thy  doctrine; 
continue  in  them; 
for  in  thir-t 
thou  ilia  it  both 
iiive  thyfelf  and 

them 


the  mean  while,  attend  to  your  charge,  as  you  ought 
to  do  alt  the  (lays  of  your  life;  and  that  you  may  in 
the  bed  manner  fulfil  it,  addtd  yourfelf  to,  and  fpend 
much  of  your  time  in  reading,  as  well  as  praying  over, 
the  holy  (captures  of  the  Old  Teftament,  and  thtsepif- 
tle,  together  with  ail  other  inspired  writings  of  the  New 
Tcftament,  that  are  extant,  for  the  improvement  of  your 
own  foul,  in  knowledge  and  fpiutual  gifts,  grace,  and 
comfort,  and  further  fitting  you  for  public  fervicc  :  And 
as  in  this  way  you  fhould  lay  in,  fo  l  would  hare  you 
lay  out  your  (lock  of  ‘Chriftisn* knowledge  and  experi¬ 
ence,  by  exhorting  and  comforting  others,  and  fpread- 
ing  found  dodlrine  among  them,  for  their  convertion, 
edification,  and  efUbitfhment. 

14  And  as  God  has  richly  furniflied  you  with  exin- 
ordinary  gifts  for  this  fervice,  Take  heed  that  you  do 
not  negtedl,  to  ftir  them  up,  and  to  exercife  and  im¬ 
prove  them  to  the  belt  advantage,  which  were  abun¬ 
dantly  conferred  upon  you  for  preaching  the  gofpej,  and 
fulfilling  the  whole  of  your  miniftry,  according  to  the 
remarkable  prophecies  that  have  been  deFivered  by  Tonne 
infpired  men  of  late  concerning  you,  {chap,  u  t8-) 
and  which  were  communicated  to  you,  particularly  at 
your  ordination  ;  as  a  lignal  of  which,  1  and  oiher  ci¬ 
ders,  who  joined  wirh  me  in  that  fok Knotty,  laid  cur 
hands  upon  you*  (2  Tim,  t.  6-) 

15  Let  the  things  that  I  have  been  mentioning,  as 
the  fubje£t  of  your  miniftry  and  rule  of  conduct,  and 
what  1  bavc  now  been  faying  about  reading  the  ferip-. 
lures,  and  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  which 
you  are  favoured  with,  be  frequently  and  feriouflv  re* 
fle&ed  upon,  to  affeft  your  own  heart  with  them,  and 
to  excite  your  diligence  in  improving  them  j  and  medi¬ 
tate  clofely  and  ferioully  upon  the  holy  fc  riprures,  as 
well  as  read  them  :  Let  your  attention  to  thek  things, 
and  your  minillrationa  of  them,  and  prayer  for  a  bief* 
fing  upon  them,  be  the  entire  hufmefs  of  your  life,  with- 
out  entangling  yourfflf  with  the  affairs  of  this  world, 
(2  Tim .  ii-  4-)  And  {**  w&J  let  your  whole  foul  be 
in  them,  as  in  your  proper  fphere  and  delightful  ele¬ 
ment,  that  your  proficiency  In  wifdom,  gifts,  and  grace, 
and  in  experience  of  God's  being  with  you,  may  evi¬ 
dently  appear,  in  all  things,  to  all  about  you* 

16  In  the  firft  place,  Be  very  careful  in  what  con¬ 
cerns  yourfclf,  as  a  miniftcr  and  Chriftian-  See  to  it, 
that  you  and  your  Cervices  be  accepted  of  God  in  Chrift  j 
that  your  heart  be  right  with  him,  as  to  its  principle*, 
frame,  and  temper,  motives  and  ends  \  that  your  gifts 

be 
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be  duly  cultivated  5  and  that  ilic  whole,  of  yoar  beha¬ 
viour  toward  God,  yoorfelf,  and  others*  be  wett-plea- 
fing  in  his  fight :  And  then  take  heed  what  do£trinc 
you  preach,  and  how  you  preach  ir,  that  it  be  found 
aiid  clear,  according  to  the  word  of  God,  important 
and  feafonabie,  evangelical  and  practical;  and  that  it  will 
be  well  explained,  confirmed,  defended,  and  improved 
various  ways,  as  occafions  require,  and  your  fubjeft 
leads  you  :  And  perfift  ft  til  fa  it  Sy  in  rhe  practice  of  all 
this,  as  your  proper  and  [fated  work  to  the  end  of  your 
days  ;  For  in  fo  doing,  and  by  means  thereof,  you,  un¬ 
der  the  influence  of  the  Melted  Spirit,  will  be  iuftru- 
menul  eo  the  final  falvation  of  your  own  foul,  and  the 
fouls  of  many  that  attend  your  mioiflry,  and  hear  with 
the  obedience  of  faith. 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

*■  l  r 

It  is  melancholy  to  think  of  the  wofuJ  apofUcics  from  the  faith  of  the  gofpd* 
that  have  been  in  all  s#es ;  but  it  needs  not  feem  ftrange  to  us.  Once  they  were  fore¬ 
told  by  the  fpb'it  of  prophecy ;  And  how  plainly  has  it  pointed  out  the  reducing- 
hypocritical  arts  of falihood  nrd  deceit,  that  are  ufod,  without  fhaine  or  con- 
icienct,  by  the  apoftate  church  of  together  with  their  woWhipping  of  dei¬ 

fied  Dints,  forbidding  marriages,  and  enjoining  abfttncnce  from  meats,  which 

/«.  ,  ft  1  .  _  ft  #*■  «  »  ^  ,T  «  .  V  ■  *  x  ft 


esvf.  iid  Mk  Hones  that  are  t Old  to  pleale  c hud ren !  And  rnftead  of  rebiting 
1  fonruVi  ii-v vices,  that  turn  to  no  good  account,  how  concerned  Ihotild 

e  beto  i:v**  in  the  practice  of  vital  rJifdon,  which  has  a  entail  of  Mtf- 

lings  upon  it,  by  the  p.-omife  of  Cod  !  He,  as  a  bountiful  hcr.cfafior,  afT 
temporal  pa ferva irons,  deliverances  ard  mercies  to  mankind  in  gt-nerai; 
by  the  particular  can1  proyidencr,  as  a  covenant*  Cod,  he  gives  thet 

*  r  f  1  j  t  ‘i  ,  _  .  1  p  ,  *  1  .  b 


is  form;:'* 

affords 
and 

,  .  #  .  -  t,  them  all 

in  a  way  of  fped.d  love,  and  completes  rh<;ni  hi  erernal  ftlvaliott,  to  every  hue 
believer:  What  important  truths  arc  Lhefc,  ami  how  worthy  of  the  meft  hearty 
entertainment  I  ^  1  th  what  care  IhouM  miniiters  inculcate  them  on  thofe  that 
are  under  their  charge,  for  thcrircaufiun  on  rhe  one  hand,  and  encouragemcnton 
the  other ;  humblytrufting  in  the  everdiv  tn^  God*  for  their  own  fupport  and  com¬ 
fort,  amid  ft  all  the  reproaches,  difficulties  arid  labours  ihey  ttfidenjo  for  ChritFa 
lake  l  And  while,  together  with  this,  they  areexempiarv  in  faith*  love  and  all  holi- 

* .  *  "  1  ■  ■  *  "  ^  "  *  good 

much 
God  lias 
and  to 
own 

f  - - JT -  ^  I  ^  - ’  -  _  ■»’ 

ftate,  temperaRd  conversation  ;  ami  then  to  Their  own  doCh  inc,  w  it  hjperfevc  ranee 
therein,  as  the  itcnus  of  God**  appointing  and  blcifing,  for  the  final  faivarioa  of 
their  own  fouls,  and  the  fouls  of  tbeir  hearers ! 


■ « 


CHAP.  V. 

The  apeJIU  gives  orders  hew  to  behave  tmvards  elder y  and  younger  men 
and  tutnien,  i,  2.  And  toward poor  widows,  3, — 8.  Dcfcribes  the  char 
Takers  effveh  widows,  as  htv,  cr  are  not,  proper  to  be  maintained 

h 
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bp  tic  chard,  and  taken  into  its  fervicc9  pi— 16*  Shews  the  refpeB  that 
is  to  be  paid  to  thofe  that  are  eiders  by  sjficcy  17, — 19.  But  charges 
Timothy  to  take  due  care  in  rebuking  offenders  of  all  ranks  and  jia- 
tionSy  hi  Ordaining  miniflers,  and  in  ujing  fuch  moderate  refreffoments, 
as  were  nttejjary  for  bis  own  weak  flats  of  healthy  20,-25* 


Te  et\ 
Ebulct  mt  an 
v  elder,  bat  in- 

treat  Urn  ^  a  fa¬ 
ther,  and  the 
younger  men  as 
brethren  : 


e  Thi  o'der 
Yemen  &£  mo* 
the  young* 

cr  es  fitters,  with 
JH  purity. 


3  Honour  wt- 

<fc>ws 


Paraphrase 

A  S  you,  my  ton  Timothy,  are  n  young  man,  (chap. 
iv*  12,)  who  oughr,  as  fuch,  to  behave  with  the 
mm  eft  prudence  and  decency,  to  fereen  you  from  con¬ 
tempt  on  account  of  your  youth  ;  and  as  the  hoary  bend 
is  a  crown  of  glory,  if  it  be  found  in  a  way  of  rights* 
oufncfsy  (Prov,  ivi.  3 1  }  I  would  advifc  you  to  take 
care,  that  whatever  finful  infirmities  attend  any  anci¬ 
ent  ChriiUan  \f  you  do  not  sffume  an  air  of  hang  hty, 
mngifteriat  and  fev^re  authority  in  reproving  one  of  fuch 
venerable  years  ;  (and  ihe  fame  may  he  ohferved  much 
more,  with  refpeft  ro  one  that  bests  the  office  of  an 
elder  in  the  church.)  But  treat  him  with  honour  and 
xefpcff  in  your  convcifes  with  him,  {Lev.  rise,  32*) 
and  deliver  your  exhortations  to  him,  rather  in  a  way 
of  earned  intreaty  to  depart  from  aii  iniquity,  with  a 
due  difference  to  his  age  and  (landing,  fuch  as  you 
would  (how*  in  like  cafea,  to  your  own  father  himfelf 
after  the  flelh ;  And  lot  young  men,  that  arc  more  oit 
a  level,  as  to  years,  with  yourfeif,  and  need,  reproof, 
be  dealt  with  in  a  more  free,  and  yet  meek,  affable 
and  affectionate  manner,  as  you  would  treat  your  own 
brethren  in  nature,  as  well  as  in  grace* 

2  In  like  manner  hehave  toward  godly  women  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years,  with  fuch  a  fort  of  reverence,  even 
when  you  would  correft  any  fault  in  them,  as  j&  due 
from  children  to  their  own  mothers  :  And  manage  your 
admonitions  of  young  women  that  profefs  Chriiiianiry, 
as  you  would  in  giving  them  to  your  own  filters  $  and 
be  fore  let  it  be  with  fuch  modefty  and  cmtffity  in  your 
locks,  fpccch,  and  behaviour,  as  fhall  give  no  occasion 
of  reproach  to  your  own,  or  her  character, 

3  A*  to  believing  women  thit  are  poor  widows,  and, 

upright 
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t  An  eldtr  here  fceir>s  raoft  dirtily  to 
mean,  not  one  Lh.it  i*  fa  by  oj£Vtff  as  it  do«t 
icr.  i  j ;  bttt  old  or  efJerit  turn*  f «r  it  is  in 
thi*  place  oprofed,  uot  to  private  mcmbvn 
ot  the  church,  biu  tn  y&ugg  tn ui*  as  eU<r]y 
alfo  are  to  ihe  yQvn^tr  \n  the  next 
■verfc  :  Add  ye:  to  the  feafon  of  thi»£4, 

they  thitt  arc  c'&rj  by  office  arc  to  he  treat¬ 
ed  in  as  mfpcttfiil  a  manner,  at  kaft,  ai 

is  here  diix^wJ,  v/eiriay  very  well  include 
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them.  But  the  rebuke  here  intended  feemt 
to  t cla:e  to  thetrffer  infirmities  tlur  older  and 
younger  Chihli*  a  £  wc  liable  to,  rather  thaa 
to  infamous  and  ntf/errenfj  tr'unn.  >ur,  wli^L- 
Jdevcr  z  pcr(niv*s  age  or  Nation  be,  Tt^rwry 
was  frtkmnly  charged  publicly  m  rebuke 
filch  tinners,  \cr.  to  j  and  yet,  even  in  this 
ca'e,  a  pniwcnt  dctxncy  vra>  douhik:*  m 
he  cxcrcifcd  in  reproving  tlufli,  inhibit  iq 
their  year*  pod  iU:ioii$in  thtcktiixh. 
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diPA'S  thrt  m  H'U 
do**  indeed. 


4  Hflt  if  ?ny 
w:4-ivu  have  cKH- 
dum  or  tie  >hL^  E* 

I  ■■ 

!vt  thcnl  Lm  u  tlift 
to  ihew  pity  at 

home,  .an 4  *c»  re¬ 
cite  thisr  j.a- 
tcuts :  for  tbit 
is  «tK>ri  and  ac- 

ivptablc  before 
O^d, 


j  Now  fk*  that 
is  a  MfJdou  indeed, 

4(1(1  t 

trvifcth  in  God, 
and  cominuflh  in 
j’uppj  icat ions  and 
prayers  night  *iul 

day. 


rt  Hut  fhc  that 
llvetii  ;n  pkaiiirc 

is 


as  fuch,  are  apt  to  think  themfelvcs  the  more  neglect¬ 
ed  and  impofed  upon,  pay  all  becoming  refpeft  to 
rhem,  and  take  care  thatdhty  be  honourably  provided 
for  by  rhe  church  *,  if  they  are  indeed  defolate,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  ftronpeft  fenfe  of  that  term*  as  not  only  be¬ 
reaved  of  their  hufbands,  but  alfo  dtftkurc  of  any  near 
of  kin  that  are  able  and  willing  to  fupport  them. 

4  But  if  any  religious  widows  have  children  or  grand* 
children,  (jx??**)  that  are  capable  of  afli  fling  them,  and 
fupplying  their  neccfii;ies$  Let  fuch  of  their  defeen- 
derus  be  taught  {as  they  ought  to  learn)  rheir  duty  to¬ 
ward  their  parents,  according  to  our  Lord’s  inilrucfcions. 
(Mark  vii.  10,-12,)  and  toward  God  therein,  who 
has  commanded  them  to  honour  their  mothers  as  well 
as  their  fathers,  (Ex*  xx.  12.)  in  confriumoufly  doing 
all  they  can  to  ihew  a  reverence  of  them,  and  provide 
for  fuch  of  them  as  need  their  help  ;  and  fo  make'  them 
the  molt  grateful  returns  for  all  their  trouble,  tendir- 
nef$,  care  and  pains,  love  and  folicirude,  kiudneis  and 
expence,  in  bringing  them  up,  and  conducting  ihcm 
through  all  the  excrcifing  follies  and  dangers  of  their 
childhood  and  youth,  till  they  fettled  them  in  the  world : 
For  fuch  a  behaviour  toward  them  is  in  itfclf  juft  and 
equitable,  worthy  and  honourable  (***«)  and  is  highly 
pleating  in  the  fight  of  God,  who  has  fixed  the  rela¬ 
tion,  and  the  duties  of  it,  between  parents  and  chil¬ 
dren. 

5  Now  a  widow  indeed^  that  is  a  proper  object  of 
the  church's  charity,  is  one  who,  being  in  indigent  cir- 
cumftances,  deftitute  of  relations  to  relieve  her,  trufts 
in  the  Lord  to  take  cate  uf  her  for  time,  as  well  as  eter¬ 
nity,  and  to  fupply  her  with  needful  things,  and  is  one 
who,  with  an  habitually  religious  difpofiticn,  continues 
morning  and  evening,  and  frequently  on  at!  occasions, 
to  offer  up  her  humble  addrefiesto  God  in  earneft  pe¬ 
titions  and  picas,  according  to  her  faith  in  his  provi¬ 
dence,  for  whatfoever  he  fees  to  be  bell  for  her* 

6  But  rhe  widow  that  gives  her  fell  up  to  a  jovial, 
loofe  and  voluptuous  way  of  living,  under  the  power 

of 


N  O 

*  It  appears  from  vrr  4.  ami  3  that  the 
hi wvr  here  meant  relates  to  the  0  ?hwi}  rtf  f, 
whi*h  W45  ti>  l>c  mack  to  thefe  widows  of 
things  nrtdfirl  *nd  ronvcninit  for  their  fiih- 
riftencc;  and  the  word  U  tiled  in  the  ftme 
ientc,  ver.  if.  i\s  \$  evident  from  whit  foJ- 
lows  ia  that  and  (hia  next  verfe,  (tec  the 
r.n?e  there);  according!  your  Lord,  fpoikuig 

irf  i  be  corrupt  i  radii  font  of  the  Jrvi*  *-hkh 

cltklidT^uj  duLrci;  fio^i  omiri  laming  to  the 
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Ivpportcr  their  poor  parents,  in  cafe  they 
had  devoted  to  Gbs  'x±&x  u  t*s  utcvlTrv  for 
thek  relief  takes  it  a  a  broch  oftliu  cum- 
m^ndaieut  to  14  honour  liitir  far  her  41-d 
**  mother/1  Mai.  xv*  4,  j,  tf*  and  XUrk  viu 
13  ;  and  the  xpo&c  <pih  the  «enm>UB 
benevolence  nf  the  at  llidr 

hnskriaf  hint  and  hi?  c^iup.nlcju  with 
.*!<«♦: t  hhxtrs,  Adi;  xxviU.  to* 
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is  dead  wlutc  & 
LWcth* 


V  And  thefe 
thinns  give  in 
cJmr^e,  that  they 
may  tic  blarocLrti. 


$  But  if  any 
provide  not  fur 
his  own,  2nd  fps 
cully  for  ihoft  of 
bh  own  haute, 
he  ha  rH  dented 
the  faith,  and  is 
uotfe  than  an  in¬ 
fidel. 


$  Let  not  a 
vklow  be  taken 
into  the  number, 
nndcr  :hreef<*ftre 
years  old,  having 
been  the  wife  of 
ooe  man. 


of  carnal  inclinations,  is  in  a  fpiritual  fen  fe' dead  ;  dead  to 
God,  and  dead  in  trcfpajfics  and fim?  ( liohpf.  ii*  i.J^whde 
in  a  natural  fcnfe  iht  h  alive,  and  fives  in  wanton  plea- 
fure  ;  and  fo  ought  neither  to  b e  maintained,  not 
owrurd  by  the  church,  a &  any  member  of  their  holy 
body. 

7  And  thefs  things  are  of.fo  great  confluence  to 
the  moral  and  religious  life,  ami  to  the  reputation, 
beauty  and  order  of  churches  and  families,  that  you 
ought  to  declare  and  folemnly  enforce  them,  in  yosir 
public  mimitry  and  private  converfation,  to  the  end 
that  thefe  (bits  of  people  may  be  fo  rrgular  in  conduft, 
as  not  10  deferve  rebuke  m**™  wit)  for  lcandaluus 
crimes,,  and  the  church  may  not  be  blame  able  for  con* 
niving  at  them,  ami  mi  (applying  their  charity. 

8  But  if  there  be  any  profefibr  of  ChrilVs  name  that 

is  fo  very  unnatural,  as  not  to  do  w bat  in  him  lyes,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  circum fiances,  to  fupply  the  wanes  of  his 
own  near  relations,  efpecLdiy  of  his  own  aged  parents, 
together  with  his  wife  and  children,  who  are  the  princi¬ 
pal  and  dcarcft  parts  of  his  family  ;  he  has  practically  re¬ 
nounced  the  doctrines  of  Chriftiarmy  ^  and,  whatever 
bis  pretences  be,  he  really  is  vorfe  than  one  that  be¬ 
lieves  nothing  of  them,  as  he  not  only  violates  the 
law  of  nature  and  humanity,  m  in  Stances  that  many 
heathens  tliemfelves  would  he  afhnmed  of ;  but  acts  di¬ 
re  £11  y  contrary  to  divine  revelation  itfeif,  which  enjoins 
all  relative  and  foci  at  dudes. 

9  If  there  be  any  poor  widow,  whofe  offspring  cither 
cannot,  or  will  n^t  relieve  her,  the  church  ought  to 
take  care  of  her  :  But  if  they  have  their  thoughts  upon 
her,  to  choofe  her  for  an  afiiftane  to  the  deacons  t,  in 
F» Citing  and  mimftring  to  the  poor  and  tick,  efpecialiy 
of  the  female  fex,  fltic  ought  to  be,  at  leaft,  fnttf  years 
old,  and  free  from  the  icandal  of  having  ever  been  mar* 
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|  The  ipoflle**  inf* fling  on  a  widow*?  be* 

tug  <4  three-fcoft  year*  old,  hem  re  (he  he 
*4  taken  into  the  number,1'  left's  us  to  ei.'n- 
fidcr  him  ai  {peaking  litre,  not  mendy  of 
ukingthem  uiiti  the  number  of  thofe  ihac 
were  to  be  mainraLned  by  the  cburdi,  hut 
of  chole  that  were  siio  in  be  employed  aft 
datandfcs  ™  JT *  Itor  widows  might 

be  fo  poor  and  infirm*  as  to  he  proper  oi- 
jedt  of  the  charch^  c!i» rity,  th'xigb  not  fit 
for  the  office  of  a  de-conoii,  which,  in  the 
early  a(jes  of  Chrittfanity,  he  wry  con- 

vemeni,  for  preventing  {capital  amo.ig  hea¬ 
then  neighbours,  and  rcUtiurts  ot  Inch  con* 
Vtrted  women,  whether  yocnj  of  olJ,  as  on 
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aewnnt  of  poverty,  or  fiekuefr,  and  oiKei 
occstiionSj  the  officers  of  the  church  were  o- 
bligcrl  to  be  very  conrerftru  with;  as  we!J  as 
for  performing  the  fa  mily-lbr  vices  of  wo¬ 
men  in  attending  miniflcr*  that  ulualiy  rra* 
vetl  d  itboitt  to  prtKh  the  guipcl  j  cr  were 
driven  from  p^ce  to  place  by  pt^fcmiion  ; 
but,  thde  rcatim  now  cealfog,  there  is  not 
tire  Iikt  ccaUion  tor  dcaconeiic*  in.  the  pr% 
tent  age  :  Ac-1  as  1  do  nr>f  find  any  tafiitc* 
dim  of  them,  or  prefcnpt<on  of  trieir  duty, 
as  there  was  of  dtvjca'tf »  A Oi  vl.  I,  x,  &c  it 
appears  to  me  ttj  L^m^ier  «J  nr.cro  prudence 
ia  [he  church  to  utobofEcet  to  vo- 

in^ir,  or  r.otj  as  area  info  nee*  re^idra. 


Cb.  r 


7bt  firfi  Epiflle  to  T  i  M  Q  T  a  paraphra f 


to  Well  re¬ 
ported  of  for  good 
works  ;  if  Ihe 
hive  brought  up 
childrrn,  if  flie 
havelodgetl^ran* 
jjcrs,  if  Ihe  1m  vg 
w^lbcil  the  faints 
feci,  if  (hw  hare 
relieved  the  artic¬ 
led*  K  ib=  have 

diligent  Ip  'bill¬ 
ed  every  good 
work. 


1 1  But  the 
Finger  widows 

rctaft:  for*  when 
tbey  have  begun 
to  wan  wnatou  a- 
gamjt  Chrilhility 
will  many ; 


I*  Kith  g  dain- 

pstk’O,  becaufc 
they  hate  «1i  off 
their  firll  faith. 


r;  And  with¬ 
al  they  learn  {$  he 

idle,  wauciirihig 
ubotit  from  houle 
tohoufc;  and  cat 
only  idle,  bur  ut¬ 
ter*  ai fo,  and  bu- 
fy-bodies,  fjvik- 
in^  things  which 
iLcy'  vU£4 1  tiul* 


ried  to  more  than  cue  hufband  at  a  time,  or  having 
caufcldly  put  away  her  husband,  and'betn  married  to  a* 
notb&r*  (See  Mari  x.  i2*  and  the  note  on  chap-  riu  2*) 

10  She  oaght  alfo,  in  order  to  her  being  taken  into 
this  fervice,  to  be  a  perfon  of  good  changer,  for  ha¬ 
ving  faithfully  and  ■  prudently  difeb arched  the  relative 
duties  of  the  married  Hfe  ;  as  for  inftance,  If  (he  has 
behaved  welt  in  religioufly  educating  children,  or  in 
hofpitably  receiving,  and  treating  fuch  godly  Grangers, 
whether  minifters  or  others,  as  providence  has  cart  in 
her  way  ;  if  (he  has  been  ready  to  do  the  mcaneft  of¬ 
fices,  for  the  refrcfliment  of  fuch  holy  pcrftms,  even  ro 
the  w  a  filing  of  their  feet,  as  is  cuftoimry  in  theft:  hot 
countries,  after  travelling  in  fandais  ;  If  (lie  has  mini* 
ft  red,  with  compaflion  and  tender  nefs,  by  couufel,  or 
Otherwife,  to  Chriltians  in  any  fort  cf  aft  lift  ion  ;  in  -a 
word;  if,  in  the  general  courfe  of  her  life,  (he  has  la¬ 
boured,  with  care  and  diligence,  to  perforin  every 
good  office  toward  God  and  others,  as  oppoit unity  of¬ 
fered,  Ihe  then  may  be  well  admitted,  not  only  to  par¬ 
take  of  the  charity  of  the  church,  but  to  do  the  part  of 
a  deaconefs  in  it* 

1 1  But,  if  younger  widows  would  defire  to  be  admit¬ 
ted  to  fuch  a  Ration,  it  would  be  moft  prudent  not  to 
encourage,  but  to  reject  fuch  amotion:  For  when  once 

they  have  begun  (as  there  may  be  dan* 
ger  of  it)  to  grow- voluptuous  and  lafeivious,  contrary 
to  their  profeffion  of  Chrift,  and  to  confuk  their  own 
cafe  and  pleafute,  inftead  of  his  honour  and  fender, 
they  will  be  tempted  to  marry  vie  any  rare,  though  ft  be 
into  a  heathen  family,  that  they  may  get  rid  of  their 
irkfome  re  it  faints  and  labours,  in  attending  the  religi¬ 
ous  poor. 

12  And  they  will  expofe  themfelves  to  fliame  and 
condemnation  in  the  eyes  of  the  world*  to  the  ccnfure 
of  the  church,  and  to  the  righteous  judgments  of  God 
here*  (fee  the  note  on  1  Ccr+  xi.  2 q*)  a s  w  ell  as  to  eter¬ 
nal  damnation  hereafter  ;  becaufe  they  rejefted  their 
former  profeffion  of  faith  in  Chrift,  or  renounced  the 

doctrine  which  they  at  firft  nouoiuilv  believed  con- 

*  / 

ccrning  him;  and  deferred  the  trull  committed  to 
them, 

13  Aud,  together  with  thefe,  fuch  young  widows 
as  are  more  a<kli£led  to  pleafure  than  buiinefs,  food 
contract  a  habit  of  idknefs,  and  trifle  away  their  time 
in  gadding  about  from  one  houfe  to  another,  for  a  mu  fo¬ 
ment  and  diVerfion ;  nor  do  thry  only  grow  lazy  crea¬ 
tures,  but  alfo  impertinent,  flirting,  loofe,  and  foolifh 

talkers* 


Ch.  v* 


17^  The  fir  ft  Epifits  to  TimothT  pamphfafed 


14  !  will  there¬ 
fore  rl  1  -it  the 
y  dirtier  ips  mm 
ma;iy,  hear  chit' 
(l»t^,  pihic  the 

l'ou1t-f  give  TrtKtC 

occidion  to  the 
iidvcrfaryto  fj'tafe 
reproachfully. 


is  For  fome 
art  already  turn* 
ed  afick  after 
tan. 


if  If  any  man 
r,r  woman  that 
beLiereth  havewi- 

tof,  let  them 
idicvethcm,  and 
let  not  the  rfiurvh 
be  diai  get { ;  t  h  3t 
it  may  relieve 
them  that  are  ui* 
doft  indeed* 


talkers*  and  officious  pryen,  and  intruders  into  other 
people's  affairs*  which  do  iror  belong  to  them,  that  thry 
may  carry  ftories  bo  Qt,  whether  right  or  wrong*  and 
make  their  own  remarks  upon  them*  to  pleate  fome* 
and  expofs  others ;  which  ought  by  no  means  to  b~ 
done,  bur  is  very  mifchievous  to  the  reputation  and 
peace  of  their  neighbours  and  acquaintance. 

1 4  Inflead  therefore  of  younger  widows  b  ing  admits 
ted  to  any  place  of  lervice  in  the  church  *y  1  would  ra¬ 
ther  advift,  thut  they  be  3efr  in  ftich  a  fi tuition,  as  ad¬ 
mits  of  their  marrying  in  the  Lord,  if  they  be  fo  dif- 
pofed*  and  have  a  good  offer*  that  promifes  fair  fo:  a 
Comfortable  maintenance;  and  that,  having  entered  in¬ 
to  that  relation*  they  breed*  nourilb,  and  relig jonfly 
educate  fuch  children  as  it  may  plenfc  God  to  give 
them  ;  and,  being  miftrdleg  of  families,  may  conduct 
their  houfhold- affairs  with  fiithfulnefs,  prudence  and 
good  huufewifry,  and  behave  with  fuch  diligence,  fo- 
briety,  and  modefty,  in  all  the  duties  of  their  relation, 
as  to  give  no  advantage  to  any  enemies  of  Chrift,  that 
feek,  and  would  gladly  take  ir,  to  fpeak  evil  of  them, 
and  ol  him  and  religion  on  ftieir  account* 

i  m 


15  I  fpeak  fo  particularly  about  this;  becaufc  there 
are  inftances  of  fume  young  widows  already,  who  have 
turned  off  from  their  profeffion  of  Chrilt,  and  followed 
the  devices  of  Satan  in  fuch  finful  practices  as  bare 
juft  now  been  mentioned*  ( ver *  it,  u,  13*) 

t6  But  to  return  to  the  cafe  of  poor  aged  widows, 
If  any  Clmfttan  man  or  woman  have  ancient  needy  mo¬ 
thers  or  grandmothers,  {vtr*  4,)  whofe  huibands  arc 
dead,  fuch  offspring  of  theirs,  whether  fons  or  daugh¬ 
ters,  ought  to  fupply  their  wants,  in  the  beft  manner 
that  their  own  circumftances  admit  of ;  and  if  they  can 
relieve  them  at  rhuir  own  expence,  the  maintaining  of 
fuch  widows  ought  not  to  be  thrown  upon  the  chuich, 
which  (hould  be  excuftd  from  it*  that  they  may  bave 
the  more  to  fpare  for  ihc  help  and  comfort  of  thufe  that 
are  indeed  defofatc  widows,  as  having  none  of  their  own 
family  to  provide  for  them* 

17  And 


NOTE 


*  The  ycungcr  "'own:  feem  to  me  ro  refer 
to  Tvht^S,  who  ;i~c  uli  a'oiij;  ihe  filb¬ 

ert  of  ih«  three  prcceJiuj  vtrics  ;  07id  ih  it 
Carries  id  intimation  of  the  Uwfjlucia  of 
thefe,  as  weli  &*  other  yocipg  woman's  mar¬ 
rying,  if  there  beno  othrr  rtroTmlfcmcr  to  for¬ 
bid  it:  But  if  is  ool  10  be  ira 'fired*  O' at 
when  the  apofUe  f-yf,  *'  I  vtYA  ihat  they 
marry,  and  hear  he 

to  oblige  them  to  many,  any  more  uuu  10 


l^cir  children*  uhflher  they  were  inclined 
to  the  0ne^  and  had  a  propcc  ojip&rfumfy 
it;  or  whether  (iod  fhouhl  biffs  them  v:(fi 
the  other  or  not  :  Hi*  advice  to  lixrg:mt 
1  Cor,  viL  is  directly  contrary  to  any 

fbch  injunction  l  but  what  he  here  would 
fu^efi  i>,  dial  they  ou^ht  to  be  at  liberty, 
and  that  it  would  be  woie  peeper  for  the*:; 
to  marry,  &e*  thin  lo  he  u  bin  den  fo  ihe 
or  put  jilJo  tic  cifice  of  a  dw;ntfj 


Ck*  ir* 


Tht  JirJl  EpifiU  to  TiMoTHT  paPaphrafed*  r^7 


17  Let  the  ri¬ 
ders  that  rule 
well  be  counted 
worthy  of  dou¬ 
ble  honour*  espe¬ 
cially  they  who 
I'^mr  io  the 
»™d  and  doc- 
trine. 


ifl  For  the 
fcriprm-c  faith. 
Thou  lhaJt  not 
muzzle  the  ox 
thai  treadeth  out 
the  corn-  And, 

The 


17  And  now  I  am  fpeaking  about  the  ufe  of  the 

church's  flock,  I  would  recommend  the  py;ng  a  doe 
regard  to  fuch  elders  as  by  ollice  are  employed  in  the 
fpiricualfemces  of  the  church,  that  they  who  arc  pru¬ 
dent  and  faithful  in  prefulin^  over  them,  (  flr  J 

may  fhnd  high  In  their  civil  refpeft  anti  ellecm,  and 
may  have  liberal  allowances,  ftifiicirnt  to  m;ike  (heir 
wordiy  circumftancescafy,  rtrputahle,  and  comfortable  *} 
efpecially  thofe  of  them  that  arc  eminent  and  remark* 
ably  laborious  m  fttidying  and  preaching  the  gofpel, 
and  in  fpreading,  maintaining,  and  defending  its  pure 

unmtxed  doftrines :  Let  thefe  be  honourably  maintain* 

ed  with  double  liberality,  beyond  fuch  allowances  as 
are  to  be  granted  to  poor  widows,  ( ver *  3*)  according 
'to  their  fuperior,  and  more  important  fla  cions  and 
work  in  the  church,  for  the  fervice  of  whofe  foatfc  they 
fpeni  their  time  and  pains* 

18  For  as  this  is  equitable  in  itfdfj  fo  the  fenpture 
points  it  out  as  your  duty,  where  it  fayvto  intimate 
the  reward  that  is  due  to  the  fervants  of  the  L,ord  for 
their  mo  ft  important  labours,  (fee  the  note  ori  1  Czr* 


N  ° 

-  A*  h&tuur  includes  main  Una  net,  (f« 
rpie  n*te  on  ver,  3*)  dgu&tt  htntur  fam*  to 
44  grtat  civil  rcfpcct,  and  Liberal 
*'  malntcnauccT1  die  lad  of  whtdi  is  refer¬ 
red  10  in  lJi  v  r^xt  vcrle,  and  the  Hr  ft  in  the 
vsrfe  that  follows  it.  This  iswr  the  apo* 
dlc  orders  to  be  paid  to  die  ciders  that 
*%  rule  well,  eJ  penally  they  who  Labour  in 
’*  the  word  and  docirin^/*  by  which  fomc 
think,  that  ruling  elders  arc  difting-ilhctl 
from  pallors  or  preaching  elders*  as  diflercnt 

ctTucra  in  the  church,  Kih  it  is,  at  1 c»U, 
^ety  doubtful,  whether  fuch  a  cone lufum  can 
be  drawn  from  this  text  j  For  not  only  the 
**  that  laboured  in  the  word  and  doc¬ 
trine,*  but  the  elders  silo,  that  ruled  vt//, 
•  ere  to  be  deemed  worthy  tf  (he  htruutr  pf 
m  :ia!ettaacef  as  appears  from  the  next  ver fe. 
Now  1  cm  hardly  bt'fcve  that  thrie  elders, 
(who  are  fbppoicd  to  be  copgeJ  only  m  the 
rut2  and  government  of  the  church  )  any  more 
than  its  were  to  be  maintained  at  the 

church's  cofi  in  their  lay-capacity,  which  left 
them  at  full  liberty  to  pnrfue  the  bufinefs  of 
their  Iccular  catlings,  for  their  own  and  fa¬ 
in  i lies  fubfirience,  And  the  reafrn,  which 
the  aj  Okie  fubjoins  in  the  following  verfe, 
why  *iJerj  ought  to  be  mainraired  by  the 
church,  certainty  relates  to  none  hut  preach* 
inj  elders:  Nor  do  f  recollaft  that  orders  ate 
ever  giTeti*  tn  afty  oilier  part  of  fcrip'unr, 
for  ‘the  maintenance  of  either  deacons  or 
thole  fuppoled  tilling  and  uou-p reaching  el¬ 
ders  or  shut  an  oblt^Uc A  can  be  inferred 
\T0Lr  V,  | 


IX, 


T  F* 

any  pafTtge  of  the  New  Testament* 
that  churches  (horrid  he  fu^niflicd  u:;h  Ihdi 
fort  of  oncers;  tliou  j  ■  perhaps  prudence,  in 
finttc  circum  fiances  of  afl'rirt,  may  make 
them  expedeen:.  1  therefore  incline  t»  dims, 
wt;h  fom^  other',  rh:tt  the  apukie  intends 
only  preach: fig  elder s,  when  He  direct.,  dvj.  hie 
foxQjir  to  be  paid  to  the  “  elders  tl:a;  mo 
**  well,  ejpecidlly  tfiofe  w^o  labour  m  the 
**  w*:rd  and  dn&inc i”  and  that  ilietiiilinc- 
tion  [yes,  no?  in  the  order  of  ofticeis*  bnt  in 
the  degree  ot  their  dtli^coce;  faithkii^  itt  an  J 
ennneucs,  in  Imriatfly  folhlling  hlu:r  mioi- 
fterUi  work  Zn  the  eilijtcqtlou  ot  \'i\a  church ; 
and  fo  the  empbafis  is  to  be  hid  cu  the  ^vord 
J,au«u  Jt  in  ike  -ttrvri dtfirhu,  which  ha* 
an  efjre&tlly  annexed  to  iu  Acwidiirylv 
the  karued  Mr  Mede  ohlo  ves,  that 

tP  fdtivr  (xpirffu)  fignilics,  not  limply  to  la* 

bn-ur,  but  **  to  1  ;hc?ur  vi  ith  travai*  a;*d 

4*  toll,*'  which  iie  ibpp-ifcs  refers  t-i  tlie  e  * 
vanneliflf  rr  prs^rflj,  that  travelled  upend 
down  to  preach  the  gojjwij  hcouile  their 
pjins  were  mt'ie  thitn  theirs  that  were  fix'* 
cd  elders  of  corain  churches :  He  Jib  [five* 

us  anoihcr  expQption,  gm^oded  »n  ihcii^e 
of  the  participle  in  the  G*eekt  (xeart^l^y 
which  is  often  wont  iu  uote  ihereafln  of  a 
thing  i  nus.  Let  ciders  that  role*  or  govern 
their  flock*  well,  be  evented  worthy  of  dou* 
blc  honour T  and  that  Iwcsufc,  or  ii*. 

rcfpeO  of  their  lahoitr  in  the  won]  nnd  doc¬ 
trine,  (Sec  h™?k  i,  Uiicourlc  SQ+  vd*  i.  pafr 
Oi  ol  \u>  work  a  ) 

Ivl 
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TKc  labourer  is 
woi  thy  of  his  w- 
taid. 


Ip  A^inft  an 
eUtr  receive  not 
»**  ftocutation,bvt 
before  tuo  or 
thru  wimrffes. 


io  Them  that 
fin  rebuke  before 
all*  that  others 
aUb  may  fciL 


air  I  charge  thee 
Before  GoJ*  and 
the  l,onl  Jefus 

Clit'ilt)  a:ui  the 
«1«1  angtU,  that 
thou  obfervcihde 

things,  wit  hour 

};itfen  ini  one  be* 
ore  at  10 trier,  do¬ 
ing  norbiag  by 

iwrialiiy: 

■ 


ix*  10.)  Thu  Jhalt  not  frtuzzlt  the  mouth  of  the  ox?  that 
treadeth  out  the  com  t  And  oar  blefied  Lord  himftlf 
fays,  with  refpeft  to  his  miaiftrtng  fervams,  (Mat* 
x.  10.)  The  workman  is  worthy  of  his  meatt  as  his  rea- 
fon able  reward. 

19  Another  part  of  the  honour?  (i >er*  17.)  which  is 
to  be  fhowu  10  thefe  elders,  is,  that,  confidcring  their 
high  poll  in  tbc  church,  and  the  great  confequence  of 
fun  porting  ihcir  changer,  in  order  to  their  ulefulnefs. 
No  accufatton  of  any  crime  be  admitted  or  believed* 
and  brought  into  the  church  again  it  any  one  of  them  ; 
unlefs  it  be  firft  fubftautUHy  proved  by,  at  l?aft,'two 
or  three  credible  witueiles,  which  are  required  even  in 
ordinary  cafes,  (Deut*  xix*  15.  Mat*  xviii.  16.);  and 
it  ought  to  be  depofed  in  the  preftnee  of  the  like  num¬ 
ber  of  its  member*,  to  judge  of  the  credibility  of  what 
is  alEedged  again  11  him,  before  the  church  takes  any 
cognifance  of  it. 

20  But  if,  upon  undeniable  proof,,  elders  themfelves 
be  found  guilty  of  enormous  aim es,  inconflftcnt  with 
their  ficred  chara&cr;  In  that  cafe,  there  is  to  be  no 
fuch  refpeft  of  perfons,  as  to  connive  at  their  faults  ; 
bur  you,  as  an  evangtlift,  ought  to  reprove  them,,  as 
well  as  any  other  member,  for  their  fin,  with  all  be¬ 
coming  authority,  in  the  prefence  of  the  whole  church, 
that  not  only  they  may  reje£l  them,  in  cafe  of  obftinacy 
and  impenitence  i  but  that  others  aJfo,  as  well  as  thefe 
perfons  themfelves,  may  be  afraid  of  doing  any  iniqui¬ 
ty  for  time  to  come. 

2r  As  thdj  are  things  of  raft  moment  for  preferring 
the  purity  and  profperity  of  the  church,  and  relate  to 
the  mod  difficult,  grievous,  and  irkfome  part  of'  your 
work;  and-' as  your^youth  may  ma£e  you  the  more 
backward  to  engage  in  it,  I  Solemnly  bind  it  upon 
your  confcience,  as  in  the  pretence  of  the  all- 
feeing  and  he  a  rt-te  arching  God,  and  of  our  Lord 
jefus  Chrid'the  great  head  of  the  church,  who  blows 
all  things,  and  fe arches  the  heart  and  reins,  ( Rev*iu 
23.)  and  will  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead,  at  b*$  ap¬ 
pearing  and  kingdom,  (2  Tim.  iv,  k);  and  as  rn  the 
prefence  of  the  bk fled  angels;  who,  continually  ftu- 
rounriing  us,  are  witneflesof  what  I  fay,  and  whom,  in 
diftinttion  from  tbe  fallen  angels,  God  has  chofcn  u> 
te  his  favourite  fervams,  and  to  be  eVerhftingly  con¬ 
firmed  in  tbetr  holy  and  happy  ftatc  *  :  Year  I  charge 


*  i« 
1*1 


C-\,rrCj 


1  ^ 

A, 


NOT 

-.viiV.Tvcr  fenfc  we  UJ):*crj?atK)  this-  ktc?  to  ttem*  no 
ai  U/qtc  ti't  t!:ft  It  'ottl  li  esnidtrsi 


your 

is  judges,  but  ssurtlDeftb, 
ia  due  perapbiafr 'both 
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you*  as  you  hope  to  appear  with  comfort  before  all  ihefe, 
at  the  great  day,  when  our  Lord  flult  come  in  his  ovtnt 
and  in  his  F other* s  glory t  with  ail  the  holy  angels ,  that 
yOu  carefully  take  heed  to,  maintain,  and  put  in  prac¬ 
tice,  the  roles  I  have  given  you,  without  preferring  one 
to  another,  through  favour*  or  affection,  or  prejudging 
before  the  caufe  is  heard  and  approved ;  and  without 
the  lead  partiality,  through  prejudice  for,  or  agatafl: 
any  mao  whatfoever,  on  account  of  his  flatioa  in  the 
church,  or  of  any  private  confutation  to  bias  your 
mind. 


xi  Lay  hand* 

Jilddnily  on  nn 
Inam  neither  be 
partaker  of  other 

mens  fint  ;  keep 

thyfdf  pur** 


*3  Drink  no 
iongcr  ^atcr,  tut 
tld  a  titilc  wind 
fir  thy  ftpi»drb*& 

take,  and  ihine 
often  iairmities. 


23  And  ag  ciders  or  pallors  thcmMves  may  be  liable 
to  mifearrjage?,  If  you  would  rejoice  to  have  as  little 
occaGon  ah  pofllble,  for  the  difagreeabte  work  of  rcbt>* 
king  iheni>  (wr-  20.)  It  behoves  you  to  be  very.caun^ 
ous  and  careful  in  your  inquiries  after,  and  well  fatif- 
fied  about,  the  Charafters  of  fuch  as  piopofe  to  be  in¬ 
troduced  into  that  facred  office,  and  not  haftiiy,  iucon- 
fiderately,  and  rafhly  lay  your  hands  on  any  man  to  or* 

dain  him  +,  with  a  conveyance  of  fuch  extraordinary 
gifts,  as  ufed  to  attend  that  fignal  of  them  ;  Take  heed 
of  a£U«g  precipitately  and  unadvifcrfly  herein,  left  you 
make  yourfelf  acceflary  to,  and  fo  be  partaker  of  the 
guilt  of  nn  found  and  ungodly  minifters :  Stand  clear  of 
the  blame  of  counted  an  cing  fuch,  and  of  all  the  fad 
conCequences  of  their  unfaithfulnefs,  errors,  and  imf- 
behaviour,  that  you  in  this,  as  welt  as  in  every  other 
refpefl,  may  be  pure  from  the  bhed  of  all  men .  ( Acte 

XX,  l6*) 

23  Here,  by  the  way,  let  me,  in  the  fulnefs  of  my 
heart's  concern  for  you,  give  you  one  piece  of  tender 
and  fatherly  advice,  relating  to  your  own  health,  which 
ought  to  be  con  Tithed  for  the  fake  of  ufefulnefc,  Though, 
you  are  inclined,  and  undoubtedly  obliged  by  yout 
office,  to  be  an  example  of  all  temperance  and  fobriety  ; 
yet,  as  your  conftitution  is  infirm  and  fickly,  your  la¬ 
bours 


NOT 

rflvm  bffire  iktfMt  aewding  to  the  fitppoG* 
limn  of  their  bein£  present  ia  rciiftWHU  *<i- 
fembllss,  who  art  mini  firing  fpirits  ro  tte 
ticin  of  falvullou,  j  Cor.  xi.  10-  Ephef  \*U 
and  Keb*  i.  m»  anil  as  given  to  be  su¬ 
ffered  before  them  at  the  judgment  of  die 
grnt  i!ay  s  when ,  -  for  the  gf«ter  ibJemnity 
of  iL  Chrift  »U’  oinrie  with  all  ihc  holy  an- 
a$  hi*  glorious  attendants.  Mat,  *V3- 
i;.  ltd  xxv,  jr.  Mark  v III  3S.  anJ  Lufcc 

^  f  Though  conveying  the  gifts  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit  was  o:dia*;;!y  -T  the  fiftS!; s  laying 

M 


E. 

iheir  hif»U;  yet,  confhlcrlog  what  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  cvjng  Jilt  Ti*n*dy  tfai,  according 
to  fperial  foregoing  pmphechs  cwiccrmug 
him,  which  the  ipotlle  takes  particular  no¬ 
tice  of,  and  fee  ms  to  by  a  llreik  upen, 
once  and  again,  chap.  i.  ix,  and  iv,  ,4.  it 
need  n^r  be  taught  improbable,  hut  that 
feme  marc  remark  ably  eminent  powers  *ene 
conferred  upon  hhna  than  upor.  other  evan* 
gclilh* ;  And  why  rot  tUU  of  com- 

irmmcaring  the  gifts  <if  the  Spirit  at  ordina¬ 
tion,  fcy  tvs  yf  hit  hands,  be  ope  of 

them  ? 


+1 


Ch.  v. 


180  The fitjl  Eptjlle  to  TimOtht  paraphta/ed. 


14  SomemCTH 
fins  arc  opto  lie- 
WcJuwi, 
before  10  judp* 
mtrnti  and  fame 
min  rhey  follow 

«W. 


»S  tjifcewl/cal* 
£t>tht  "?<xJ  worsts 
vf  fame  art  mi* 
lie  Sc*  rehand; 
and  they  that  are 
othcrwiie  cannot 

Uhid, 


hours  great,  and  your  life  very  important  to  the  church 
of  Chrift* **  l)o  not  confine  yourfelf  any  longer*  as*  thro* 
too  great  ahftermoufnels*  you  have  doqe  in  time  paft* 
to  dfh;k  only  water ;  but  at  proper  feafons  uke  a  little 
wine  In  moderation*  as  in  ay  be  needful  to  help  your 
weak  ftcmach*  and  decay  of  appetite,  and  digeftion* 
through  the  many  indifpofnions  anddiforders  of  body 
that  you  are  often  attended  with*  by  means  of  hard* 
fturdy*  and  fatiguing  labour;  and  that  threaten  foon  to 
put  an  cud  to  your  valuable  life  and  fer vices*  for  want 
of  animal  fpirics  and  proper  fuftcnance. 

24  But  to  return:  As  to  the  cautions  I  have  given* 
(l?c7\  22.)  you  are  to  proceed  after  a  different  manner 
in  different  cafes*  according  to  the  evidence  and  rcafon 
of  things.  For  fome  men's  erroneous  and  tinful  prin¬ 
ciples  and  practices  are  fo  notorious  and  open  to  every 
one's  view*  that  they  are  thoroughly  known  before 
there  be  any  oc cation  for  a  flrict  inquiry  to  be  made  in¬ 
to  them  *  and  fo  eafily  lead  the  way  to  a  juft  judgment 
of  what  is  fit  to  be  done  in  refuting  to  introduce  them 
to  office  in  the  church  :  And  there  are  others*  whoufe 
fo  much  art*  fecrecy*  and  hypocrify*  to  conceal  their 
fentiments  and  wickednefg*  that  it  often  breaks  out 
after  a  judgment  of  charity  has  been  pad  upon  them* 
in  order  to  their  being  ordained:  But  whether  it  does 
fo*  or  not*  you  have  acquitted  your  own  confcience* 
whatsoever  be  the  confluence  as  to  them  * 

25  There  are  slfq  fome  perfons  whofe  religious  fenti¬ 
ments*  gifts*  graces*  and  moral  temper  and  behaviour* 
aie  fo  remarkablygood*  and  obvious  to  all  about  them* 
as  to  fpeak  for  themfelves*  before  there  is  any  need  to 
ferutinize  their  characters;  and  they  may  be  juftly 
deemed  fit  to  be  admitted  to  the  (acred  msmftry  ;  in  fuch 
cafes  your  way  is  plain  ;  But  more  caution  is  to  be  ufed 
as  to  others*  who,  tho'  gracious  upright  fouls*  are  fo 
bafhfu!  and  reclufe  in  their  temper*  that  it  is  difficult 
to  form  a  iatisfying  judgment  about  their  qualifications; 
and  yet*  upon  prudent*  tender*  and  clofe  converfes 
with  them*  that  good  thing  which  is  wrought  in  them* 
and  the  religion  which  is  more  covertly  pra&ifed  hy 
them*  may  be  fufficiently  difeovered  to  give  you  a  fa- , 

vourable 


NOTE. 


*  Thcja.'Jpweirf  here  Intended  feuns  nuc 
to  be  rhe  final  day  of  accent*  wIicji  *4  God 

**  will  bnngcrcTy  work  into  judgment,  with 

“  ctciv  fec  et  dtlu^j  whether  ii  b t  good  or 
evil (Ecde.*  mu-  14.)  For  there  arc  no 
tins  to  lie  {iilbvcrnl  ofitrr  but  all  will  be 
made  mmiffli  ijr*  that  day:  But  I  rather 


think  that  the  judgment  here  meant  is  (a« 
the  conuatf  vcr.  11.  dired^f  to  be  under* 
flood  of  ihc  jiKlgmcnr*  that  is  to  Jjc  in 
jufband  chanublc  con ftmcl ions,  Up^u  per- 
frms  eharadVerr,  with  a  vw:o  their  id m if- 
fiou  to  tbcfdcrtd  officc  o i  (hcmlniftry* 


Ch.  t, 


The JirJl  Eptfile  to  Tiuotht  paraphrafed,  i?t 

vourable  opinion  of  them,  and  ^to  dire&  your  proceed¬ 
ings  toward  them  in  the  foremen ticned- cafe:  Or  if, 
after 'aii,  you  remain  doubtful  about  them,  it  is  belt  to 
wait;  and  if  they  really  be  corrupt  in  principle  or  prac¬ 
tice,  it  cannot  cafily  be  concealed  for  any  length  of 
time* 

■ 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

With wh.it  veneration  fhoutd  the  Aged,  whether  men  or  women;  and  with 
vhttl  affability  and  purity  fticniM  younger  people,  be  cautioned  againft  every  finful 
infirmity  *  The  defeendents  of  poor  widows  ought  to  treat  them  with  refpeft, 
provide  as  honourably  for  them,  as  they  can.  How  unnatural,  nut  how  con* 
trary  to  al!  the  principles  of  Chriftiauitf,  and  worfc  than  hcalhcidfii  is  it,  forgof- 
pd* profc (fi irs  to  nrgleft  their  deilitute parents,  aud  their  own  families!  But  if 
the  offspring  of  poor  widows  are  not  able  to  maintain  them,  the  church  to 
which  they  belong  ought  to  take  them  under  thtir  care:  And  if  any  church 
needs  good  matrons  to  attend  their  fick  and  pnor,  they  may  appoint  filch  ^yidowc  of 
advanced  yeara  to  that  tervice,  as have  obtained  a  good  rcpcrL,  and  frown  dlujm- 
blc  eompflinouate  regard  to  the  (dints  and  ftrvants  of  Chri.ft ;  but  young  widows 
ought  not  to  be  put  into  that  office,  left,  giving  thcmfelves  up  to  pier*  lb  re,  they  be¬ 
come  idle,  tatting  hufy-bodies,  which  are  the  pc  Sts  of  focVty  ;  and  at  length  re~ 
n ounce  their  proftffiem  nf  faith,  and  following  the  devices  of  Satan,  throw  off 
religious  reftraTms,  to  their  own  condemnation  ;  they  arc  indeed  in  the  worl’r  feme 
dead,  while  they  live:  But  as  to  poor  young  widows  of  better  changer,  hiftead 
of  their  being  burden  font*  tothc  church,  it  may  be  advifible  for  Item  to  marry 
believing  huftnids,  that  are  capable  of  maintaining  them;  and  to  bear  and  br:ug 
up  fuch  children  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  as  hr  may  give  them  ;  as  alio  lo  manage 
their honihold- bufmefs  with  good  houfe\vifry\— -How  folrrrtn  is  the  charge  to  all 
pallors  as  well  as  ev.ingelifts,  in  the  pretence  of  God  and  Chrift,  and  the  holy 
angels,  that  they  faithfully  dccUre  theft  things,  and  fulfil  every  part  of  their  of¬ 
fice  !  And  though  reproofs  and  ccn lures  are  the  mnft  difficult  and  grievous  duties 
of  their  (tauon,  yet  they  are  to  difeharpe  them  with  fidelity,  and  without  parti¬ 
ality,  whether  it  be  towards  church* officers,  or  toward  ]irivatc  members.  But 
with  wbat  care  and  caution  fbould  they  proceed  in  ordinations,  left  theytfiem- 
fcl res  fhare  with  the  ordained  in  thdr  guilt  l  And  u  what  prudence,  teudenicfs, 
and  courage  do  they  need  for  conducing,*  according  to  the  appearances  of  forue 
people'sjfou  on  one  hand,  and  g&bd  deeds  on  the  other,  which  fbow  them  Gives 
before,  or  after  tliry  pals  judgment  upon  therrj  Mow  arduous,  upon  toe  whole, 
is  the  minifterul  work  !  And  bow  ought  they,  that  are  eminently  laborious,  in 
preaching  and  fupporting  the  pure  gofpd  of  Chri ft,  to  be  honoured  with  great 
lefpetft,  and  liberal  manta ioa^ce,  according  to  the  tSTredions  ofbtfth  the  Old  and 
Hew  Tcftameuts  \  And  though  they  ought  to  be  temperate  in  all  things  they 
need  not  confine  themftlves  to  drinking  water  ;  but  may  lawfully  ufe  wins 
with  moderation  for  ftum«tc!/&  fake,  when  their  lab»urs  and  bodily  in hrnnlica 
call  forit,  and  it  becomes  needful  for  the  prefer  vat  Urn  of  their  health,  and  tervice 
in  the  church. 


CHAP.  VI. 

Tie  apoftfe  lays  down  the  duty  of  ChriJHnm  forward  believing  ^  ns  i veil 
as  other  mq/lers ,  'which  Timothy  onght  to  infifi  vpm *  with  a  fever c 
reproof  to  judaizers  that  taught  of  her  wife)  r, — 5.  Shews  the  <1  d* 
vantage  of  g&dlintj 1  with  contentment,  and  the  danger  of  covetous 
fur  fails  afur  riches }  £,-—10*  Direct  T:rr*o:hy  tea  contrary  cour/t* 


Cht  Vi, 


The jtrjl  EpiJUe  fa  Ti  mothy  paraphr&fed* 

iif  12-  Gives  him  a  folemn  charge  to.  be  have  faithfully  in  a  perfe - 
vtrhig  attention  to  hit  orders ,  and  in  admonijbing  the  rich  not  ts 
truS  in  their  riches*  hut  in  the  living  Gody  and  to  improve  bis  bounties 
to  the  bejl  purpofes*  and  repeats  his  charge  with  fome  enlargement , 
clojing  all  vrith  a  Jborty  bat  comprehenftvc  benediction >  i3> — 2i* 


Text* 

T  ET~s  many 
■  #  farvanlia^ri 
under  (he  yoke, 
count  thvir  own 

r 

worthy  of 

a*i  hoJtci:]'*  tlint 
iltenamc  iifCWd, 
and  bli  dt/tri;ief 
be  noi  btafphc- 
med. 


% 


Paraphrase* 

AS  tbere  arc  force  Judaizcrs  that  would  mate  it  un¬ 
lawful  for  bond' Haves,  upon  their  becoming  Chrif- 
tians,  to  obey  their  mailers  after  the  fiefh  **  Let  ail 

converted  fer vanes,  even  though  they  be  under  that 
yoke  of  fervitudc,  think  themfeives  in  conference  bound 
to  pay  si!  civil  refpe£t  and  obedience*  that  is  due  to 
their  own  mailers  whofe  property  they  are ;  and  to 

ferve  them  faithfully,  even  though  they  be  heathens; 
by  doing  otherwife*  they  would  prejudife  the  minds  of 
their  matters  againft,  and  bring  a  fcandal  upon  the 
name  of  the  hlefled  God,  whom  they  profefs  to  own 
and  honour  as  their  God,  and  upon  his  glorious  and 
holy  gofpei,  as  if  he  had  therein  difeharged  them  from 
the  juft  obligations  that  they  were  under  before*  to 
perform  the  natural  and  civil  duties  of  their  ftations; 
whereas  his  true  deftgn  in  it  is,  to  make  them  better 
fervanu  than  ever,  even  to  froward  mafters*  (i  Pe~ 


%  A  kid  they 
that  have  Vlie* 
ring  jnafler\  Irt 
them  not  derpife 
r-VwF  bicwfc  they 
are  brcihrcu  $  but 
-rather  do  them 
fen  ice*  fefcaul'e 
they  are  faithful 


jp*f|  fcelyvtd,  rMr- 
takers  of  the 

benctit,  The  fa 


things  x each  sad 
Cohort* 

*  4 


ter  ii.  1 8.) 

1  And  thofe  Chriftian-fervants  that  are  fo  happy  as 
to  have  believing  and  faithful  matters,  ought  to  prize 
the  privilege,  and  not  contemn  them,  or  make  too  free 
with  them,  or  think  that  they  mutt  be  funk,  in  their 
civil  capacities,  down  to  a  level  with  themf elves ;  and 
fo  withdraw  their  fcrvice  from  them,  becaufe  they  are 
brethren  in  Chrttt,  and,  as  fitch,  are' upon  a  level  with 

tbemfelvcs  in  religious  privileges,  honours,  and  enjoy¬ 
ments,  and  in  God’s  account :  But  let  them,  on  the 
contrary,  be  the  more  cheat fu I,  affectionate,  and  dili¬ 
gent,  in  doing  the  bufinefs,  and  confulting  the  ir.terelY 
of  fuel)  matters,  for  this  rcafon ;  becaufe  they  are 
faithful  believers,  beloved  of  God,  and  of  their  fellow- 
Chriflians,  and  are  partakers  of  the  fpirirml  bleflitigs 
of  the  gofpcl  with  tbemfelyes,  as  well  as  have  a  right 


MOTE. 


*  A?  the  Jewiftf  thoo jhfc  it  hi*- 

law  ft  i  l  for  Ifratrtt  ti>  he  fold  for  a  fenrirnt 
to  heathens  (fee  Dr  Lighje oA  Htb*  Tal* 
Kxerc'it,  t  Cor  *  ii.  a  *-)  it  :s  highly  pro¬ 
bable  fit>m  ver.  3*  of  this  chapTer,  tWt 
Jo  me  Judairr  i limited  on  the  fim-e  for  Chiri* 
1  :an-cojwtfU  ;  Ifrt  as  rhis  uoohl  h-ve  betn 
to  brcA  in  upon  the  civil  rjh:*,  pr-per- 

pc;,  an^  po&Iuols,  ubich  G^riftkarty 

1,1  s  h  ^  ^ 


leaves,  » it  found  them  t  (fee  the  note  on. 
Iph,  v*  it.)i  and  would  have  been  a  ftrorg 
prejudice  in  the  heathen  agabitt 

embracing  the  jpifpcl,  the  apofUe  take*  *k~ 
caficn  to  fay  down  the  rfusy  of  ChrilHat; 
fljucs*  and  therein  of  aH  orher  believing  far* 
vaiitr,  topayduc  honour  and  obedience  to 

their  makers*  whslfoev'cr  rhcic  rdigsous  cfca* 
riiur  be. 


Ch.  vi* 


Tifjtcfl  BpifiU  to  TlMOTHT  parcphra fcjt 


j  If  toy  man 
tccah  othtnvilCj 
■^nd  confrnt 

to  wholfome 
Vmrifa,  Crtu  th« 
w'ynJs  of  our 

I  .^IJcfosChrM, 

ard  to  the  doc* 
LT-HC  u  hich  is  ac- 
cwJing  tu  gadli** 


4  UcU  proud, 
3im>wingnoi  bio*, 
but  doting  about 
rpidli'JlUS  2h.il 
(btfcs  of  words, 
Kiicrof  comcth 
tuvy,  ftiif’c-rail- 
in^s,  evil  furnvt- 
Jii’SSi 

5  Pcwrft  dif- 

putirgs  of  nico 
of  corrupt  mipd^j 
and  dtftkutc  of 
the  truth,  fup- 
poGng  that  gam 
h  godlincfi;  from 
firvh  withdraw 

tbyfclf. 


to  the  benefit  of  their  good  and  faithful  fervices.  f - 
rt*<t)  Tbefc  are  things  fo  important  to  the  credit  of  re¬ 
ligion*  and  the  prefervation  of  natural  rights*  that.  I 
'would  have  yon  pufalifh  and  explain  the nv  in (T  tfgfcS 
to  the  practice  of  them*  on  all  proper  oc cations* 

3  If  any  one  pretends  to  teach  notions  contrary  r a 
this,  or  to  whatsoever  eife  I  have  been  infilling  on* 
(fee  chap*  ip  3,  io*)  and  does  not  embrace  and  iubmit  to 
the  found,  uncorrupted  and  falutary  doctrine  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  concerning  his  pcrfoiy 
and  offices,  as  it  hath  b;en  delivered  in  Ms  own  mini- 
llry,  or  by  his  lufpired  fervants,  who,  as  fuch,  preach 
his  word,  {jfSis  six.  20.)  If  any  one  do  not  give  his 
affent  and  con  Tent  fo  the  gojpel-do&rine,  which  con¬ 
tains  and  enjoins*  and  is  formed,  defigned  and  blcflhd 
for  promoting  praflical  religion,  in  all  devotiorr  toward 
God,  and  in  ail  relative  duties  toward  men,  on  the  foot 
of  his  authority*  and  with  a  good  confriened  towards 

him  ; 

4,  5  Such  a  man,  be  his  pretences,  profedion,  or 
ftation  in  the  church  what  they  will,  is  a  haughty,  Llf- 
conceited  creature,  pufled  up  with  the  vanity 

of  his  own  mind,  while  he  knows  nothing  aright  ct 
the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  or  of  what  he  ought  to 
know,  relating  to  God,  amt  his  own  duty  ;  but,  like  a 
brain-lick  perfon,  is  fool!  (My  and  madly  fond  of 

dealing  in  impertinent,  uftlefs  and  entangling  queftion** 
{chap*  and  going  into  eager  dilputes  and  vain  jang* 
lings  about  words,  rather  than  things,  in  which  he 
MmfeJf  neither  underjlandi  what  he  Jays  %  nor  whereof 
he  affirms ,  {chap*  i*  6,  7.)  and  which  are  fit  for  no* 
thing  but  to  kindle  and  inflame  envious  and  invidious 
thoughts  and  pillions;  angry  debates ;  blafphemous  im¬ 
putations  (0,asr*ai*i)  and  reviling  fpeechcs  ;  fmful,  in¬ 
jurious  and  groundlefs  jea  Ionites  ;  prepofLroufly  curi¬ 
ous,  vain  and  froward  bickerings,  {*>? that  are 
p  cacti  fed  and  delighted  i:i  only  by  men,  whofe  minds 
have  taken  a  perverfe  turn  under  the  power  of  the  reign¬ 
ing  corruptions  of  their  own  hearts,  and  who  are  utter 
grangers  to  Chrift,  and  to  :hs  truth  of  the  gofpel,  and 
rhe  tfue  nature  of  vital  religion  ;  vainly  imagining, 
that  what  they  get  moll  by,  for  Leu  ring  and  advanein^ 
rheir  fecular  intereft,  is  the  belt  fchrme  of  religion; 
amt  therefore  they  are  for  making  a  trade  of  it,  and  mo¬ 
deling  ChrifUanity  itfelf  to  their  own  taftc,  m  a  way 
that  may  be  moit  fubfervient  to  their  carnal  view?. 
Have  nothing  to  do  with  fuch  pvivcrfe  men;  reject 
their  principle*  practices  and  convaLiion  ;  uml  wiih- 

d  r\  w 
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tf  Tam  godU- 

jjtffs  with  con- 
trnlmcfit  U  ;reit 
gallU 


7  For  wc 
hrmit»hi  nothing 
into  this  world* 
find  it  is  certain 

we  car*  carry  no¬ 
thing  out* 


6  And  having 
food  and  ratnunt, 
J=t  us  be  there¬ 
with  content* 


p  But  thrjr 
that  will  be  rich, 
fall  into  tCCTpu- 
tvTii,  and  a  fuar^, 
Anri  into  maiiy 
fnrriilh  and  hurt' 
ful  Jofts,  which 
druivn  men  in 
il-'irbObn  and 

])Ud^iOD, 


to  For  the 
of  money  is  the 
root  of  all  evil  : 

which 


draw  as  far  from  them  as  they  have  withdrawn  from 
truth  and  hofinefs* 

6  But  whatever  men  of  fuch  corrupt  and  worldly 
fp.rits  think  of  the  matter,  true  religion  in  heart  and 
life,  which  keeps  up  a  folemn  veneration  of  God,  and 
an  extreife  of  alt  fimable  graces  in  worlhipping  and  fer- 
ving  him,  through  Jefus  Chrifl  by  the  affllUnce  of  hifi 
Spirit,  according  to  the  gofpel;  this  evangelical  god* 
Jinefs,  together  with  an  entire  fatisfa&itm,  that  gives 
a  fufliciecicy  to  the  mind  jtfelf,  (fltfr^KfW')  with. regard 
to  fuch  things  as  we  have,  and  to  all  difpofals  of  pro* 
vulcnce  relating  to  the  prefem  life,  is  the  heft  and 
trueft,  the  mo  ft  comfortable,  and  advantageous,  and  a- 
biding  gain  for  this  world  and  the  next,  incomparably 
preferable  to  all  affluence  of  creature* enjoyments, 
which  at  beft  are  empty,  precarious,  and  pcriflring* 

7  For  as  we  came  naked  into  this  world,  bringing 
none  of  its  good  tilings  along  with  us,  and  bold  what 
we  have  of  them  by  the  free  bounty  and  fovereign  dif* 
pofals  of  God,  who  may  give  or  take  them  as  he 
pi  cafes  ;  fo  it  is  unquestionably  certain*  that  we  muft 
go  out  of  it  naked,  as  leaving  them  all  behind  us,  and 
carrying  none  of  them  away  with  us,  when  we  come 
to  die,  [Job  i.  2(«)  and  it  is  as  certain,  that  riches  pro* 
Jit  not  in  the  day  §f  it iratby  ( Prov *  xi*  4*) 

H  And  if,  while  we  are  patting  through  this  world* 
the  good  providence  of  God  fupplies  us  with  necettary 
food  to  fuftain  us,  and  clothes  and  habitations 
pi*™'}  to  cover  us,  wc  ought  not  to  be  greedily,  and  am- 
bitiouily  afpiring  after  more;  but  ihoutd  be  thankful 
for  fuch  mercies  as  we  are  favoured  with,  and  fo  wcll- 
pleafed  with  them  as  to  think  we  have  enough. 

9  But  they  whofe  hearts  arefet  upon  riches,  and  re* 
folve,  if  poflible,  10  ger  them  at  any  rate,  as  tho*  they 
were  their  chief  good,  plunge  themfelves  into  the  moft 
dangerous  temptations  to  unlawful  ways  of  obtaining, 
and  of  uling  them  5  and  into  a  dreadful  fnarc  to  their 
own  fouls,  which  Satan  and  their  carnal  hearts  lay  for 
them  ;  and  into  the  deep  defilement  of  many  fooliftly 
j neon (ider ate,  mad  and  pernicious  appetites  and  paffions, 
which  they  oaght  to  be  afiiamed  and  afraid  of;  and 
which  like  a  great  gulf,  {wallow  up  fuch  worldly 
minded  men  in  both  temporal  and  eternal  deftru&ion. 

10  For  an  inordinate  value  and  sffe£tion  for  wealth 
is  a  pregnant  fource  of  all  fmful,  injurious  amd  mife* 
rablc  principles  and  practices  which  is  fadly  eatrm* 


NOTH.  plified 

f  Gc\<\  bapst*  in  brethren  hrie,  Gold  dees  civil  vrjrs  crcite. 

G.iL-i  ;.|  .sjnifici  rieWe;  Cwt?*  votktt  3  Vo.  Yob  1, 

Guiti  cocs  iricudfiiip  ttparaJCj  Va*c  i4j 


Cb.  w. 

vhiefa  wbllc  fuse 

CQTflfd  after, 
ihcf  ba*C  cri-rti 
fr»jn  the  fwtJi, 
andptmdttbrm- 
foWc*  through 
wuh  iutp y  for-4 
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iSj 


II 

O  u:an  fif 

Hvi;  : 

a;hd  i«!Ur*‘  af¬ 
ter  ri*:‘iHim>hchi, 
gtr&arfr,  fati  t:i  B 
1  *t,  paiiesce. 


ii  F^ptw  the' 
ft^vd  Jijg»t£  of 
foih,  lay  lictll 
on  etcnul  \\£%st 
whrrefh'to  (hod 
?rt  aifo  calk'd, 
and  ball  pni&flc-i 

a  gen'd  prot^illon 
W‘»re  many 
twffc*. 


plSficd  in  fome  who*  through  uhfambfa  dtfircs  after 
the  things  of  this  world,  hare  run  allray  from  the 
truth  of  the  gofjxL  and  their  profefltftn  of  it  ;  and  in- 
ftcad  of  finding  the  pleasure  and  advantage  they  ptopo- 
fed' to  ilirmfelm' Thereby,  they  bring  diftrds  and  ruin 
upon  themfelm  in  foul  and  body*  with  as  painful  ago¬ 
ny,  in  qfcrr  fefle£tions  upon  it,  as  if  they  had  pierced 
tkcmfelves  thrd  with  many  flurp  and  poifonous  darts* 

i  f"  Bat  as  for  you*  O  Timothy*  who  area  man  high¬ 
ly  favoured  cf  God  ir,  the  gifts  and  graces  of  his  Spi¬ 
rit,  fat  apart  and  devoted*  by  your  own  content*  to  his 
far vicz  in  the  work  of  the  miniJfry,  Flee  to  rift  reino* 
ted  difonce  with  utter  abhorrence*  and  with  all  your 
might |  from  thefe  corrupt  principles*  difpofitions*  and 
practices,  end  every  thing  cf  this  evil  nature  and- mis¬ 
chievous  tendency*  as  inconfident  with  the  dignity  of 
your  office*  and  your  own  happinefe  and  ufefclads; 
and,  in  oppofition  thrreto*  puafue  vigoroufly,  in  the 
ftrength  of  divine,  grace,  the  riche  It  attainments  of  the 
knowledge*  experience  and.cxercifc  of  righteoufnefs*  in 
all  your  behaviour  toward  men  ;  of  Uriel  and  evange¬ 
lical  piety,  in  all  your,  actings  toward  God;  of  faith 
in  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  in  God  through  bitn* 
and  of  rclealing  views  of  the  heavenly  glory  ;  of  love 
to  Chrifl*  to  the  truth*  and  u>  his  people  for  his  fake  ; 
and  under  the  power  of  thefe*  pojTefs  your  own  foul  in 
patience*  amidft  all  wants  and  troubles  of  this  world* 
and  Offerings  for  the  gofpefafake*  and  in  an  humble* 
gemte  temper  towards  all  men,  [Titus  iii.  a.)  in  nutl- 
tuft  in]} rising  thofe  that  oppofc  tbcmfclves ,  (2  Tim.  ii. 
24,  25*)  as  far  as  is  confident  with  being  valiant  for 
the  truth*  which  mnft  not  be  given  up  through  cowar¬ 
dice*  or  on  any  terms  whatfoever. 

12  In  this  manner  then*  contend  earneftty  for  the 
faith*  which  was  once  delivered  to  the  faints ;  (Jude* 
ver*  3*)  Stretch  yourftlf  out  with  holy  vehemence  and 
cagcrnefs*  (*}*«;>)  as  a  good  foldier  of  Jefut  Shrifts  (2 
Tim.  ii.  3.}  in  this  good  fight  againft  the  flefli,  the  de¬ 
vil  and  the  world,  for  a  guxl  Matter*  and  in  a  good 

caufc*  which  will  have  a  good  iiTue,  as  engaged  in  with 
an  exercife  of  faith  to  derive  ftrength  from  him,  for  it, 
to  fupport  and  animate  you  in  it,  to  carry  you  through 
it*  and  bring  you  off  with  victory :  prefs  Therefore  to* 
wa rds  the  mark  for  the  prize*  till*  in  a  way  of  belie¬ 
ving*  and  of  all  fidelity,  you  actually  get  poffcflion  ol 
etctnaMife;  unto  the  obtaining  of  which  you  are  cal¬ 
led  hy  divine  grace,  and  which  is  fet  before  you  in  the 
jjofpd  far  your  eucom^geHuint  under  ail  the  barufliip® 

of 
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^  *  I 

Tl  ?  girc  thee 
charge  in  thc£ght 
of  God,  who 

quidetnejh  all 
tbin^iand  before 
Cbrift  JefosT  who 
before  Pont  ins 

PiUxe  wtincfled 
*  goal  con  fdffioja; 


of  your  prefent  warfare,  (fee  the  note  on  PhiL  Hi.  u.) ; 

in  your  entrance  oa  which,  at  your  ordination,  you 
made  a  noble  confeCTton  of  your  faith  io  the  prefence  of 
many  witnefTes,  who  attended  that  folemnity  \  and  you 
have  ever  fince  bore  an  honourable  teftimony  to  it,  by 
preaching  and  converfation^  and  by  all  the  futfenngs 
you  have  patiently  endured  for  h,  in  the  view  of  nu¬ 
merous  fpetfcrtorS)  (i  Cor*  iv-  9.) 

13  Now,  with  an  eye  to  the  greateft  of  al!  wunefles, 
of  whom  ir  molt  highly  concerns  us  to  be  approved,  I 
fulemnly  charge  you  in  the  name,  and  as  it  were  before 
the  face  of  the  AJWedng  and  Almighty  God,  who  1$ 
the  Author  of  every  Lind  of  life  ;  who  ratfes  dead  fouls 
to  fpiritual  life,  and  revives  them  afterwards  under  al) 
their  decays,  is  the  life  of  all  our  mi nifl rations,  and 
will  raife  the  dead  bodies  of  all  his  faithful  fervznts  and 
faints  mi  in  mortal  life  and  glory  :  I  aifo  charge  you,  as 
in  the  tight  and  prefence  of  Jefua,  the  great  Mcffiah, 
as  you  will  anfwer  tohim  in  the  day  of  judgment,  who, 
when  he  was  arraigned,  as  an  impoftor,  at  the  bar  of 
Pontius  Piiatey  the  Roman  governor,  bore  a  free  and 
open  tedimony  to  the  truth  of  his  own  character,  (Mat. 
Mvii.  1  r,  and  John  tvuk  ay*)  though  he  knew  it  would 
cod  him  his  life  ;  and  fo  bath  fet  you  a  noble  example 
of  courage  and  ftedfaftnefe  in  continuing  to  maintain 
the  truth  of  chegofpel  concerning  him,  even  unto  death: 

14  ’Tts  in  the  prefence  .of  thefe  divine  perfons,  that 

n^adment  with-  ^  S*7e  you  this  felemn  charge  to  hold  faff  the  mini  fieri j! 
<jut  fpot,  unrt-  truft  committed  to  you  by  their  command,  and  to  Fol- 
hukable,  until  ]ow  the  mftruftipns  I  have  given  you  by  their  authori¬ 
ty*  for  executing  it  with  all  integrity,  care  and  dili¬ 
gence,  and  in  all  refpefls  free  from  blame',  Jiudying  to 
jhtw  yourfelf  approved  unto  Gotl9  a  workman  that  needs 
net  to  U  afhamed)  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truths 
{a  Tim.  ii.  15)  and  perfeming  therein  to  the  end  of 
life,  in  full  expectation  ami  hope  of  the  glorious  ap¬ 
pearing  of  our  Lord  jefus  Co  rift,  till  he  fiiail  come 
to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead  at  Ehe  Uft  day,  (a  72m- 

15  Which  appearance  for  this  great  purpofe,  he  will 
demonftratc,  in  its  proper  and  appointed  feafonf,  who, 

is 


?4  Thai  tbon 


the  appearing  of 
®«r  liiird  Jefus 
gliriA  : 


t;  WlliCJl  :ll 
his  times  he  iball 

Jkw, 


K  0 

f  Son)*  umlerfland  this  t&  mnnt  of  God 
the  Father,  and  or  tier#  of  our  Lord  J  efos 
thrift,  beewfthe  is  the  ocjtt  antecedent  \  ac* 
'For&htfy  they  refer4*  in hil times  "to  the  fta- 
3p>o  of  his  gforions  apprariag,  when  he  will 
mod  illuflfKillly  demooftnte  bimitlf  10  be, 
wiwt  he  witiKflitl  concerning  himfcU  before 


T  3. 

Poradcs  Pifcte :  And  it  is  certain  that  King 
of  king*  and  Lord  of  lords,  is*  title  given 
to  Cbrift,  Rev.  vvii*  14.  and  ilx.  rj  :  trtf  F 
do  not  find rt bat  it  b  any  wtttre,  iinkl*  here, 
given  to  rhe  Father,  fiow-tytr,  3;  mnahij 
doubtful  by  the  cooneftioo,  whether  ihu 
and  ths  thtee  fplltmng  vcru^ire  to  he  ref-r- 

red 
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(hr*,  wbo  It  the 
blcfTcd  and  op\y 
Porcoiaie*  (he 
King  of  kinjs* 
and  Lori  of 
kuris; 


if  Who  only 

haH.hin«iortat;'y* 

ducUtfj*  in  the 
lijihi  which  no 
man  canap^rosda 
uruo,  vhom  tto 
min  hath  icciij 
Sior  esn  Joe:  to 
whon  be  honOiU1 
m4  |)r»vrcr  cver- 
taftinv*  Amen, 

-iJ 


17  Charge 

rli  cm  that  are 
rich  hi  this,  world, 
that  they  be  oot 
h  1  -  mi n  ded ,  nor 
iruU  m  unoyiala 
riches,  hut  in  the 
Jiving  God,  who 
giveth  us  richly 
*11  things  to  cq* 

?>n 


|8  Thai  thty 

do  gout!,  chat 
they  Lc  rich  ill 
fond  works,  r ia- 
ii?  to  d'driSmte* 
wiitinK  t« 
m  uni  Cite; 


in  oppdfition  to  all  other  gods,  and  created  beings  is 
blrifcd  for  ever  in  the  enjoyment  of  hinrtfclf,  and  is  th« 
only  fupremeahd  omnipotent,  Ruler  over  all  kings  and 
lords,  and  infinitely  rnore  excellent  and  glorious  than 
any  of  them  ;  they*  and  all  that  tfcjy  are  and  have* 
being  entirely  dependent  on  his  will  and  pica  fare*  and 
under  hts  controul,  Ay  whom  kings  reigns  and  princes 
decree  jujHce*  (Prov,  viii.  15*) 

16  Who  only  has  an  unbrginning  and  nerer'endiDg 
life  of  perfevt  blcflednefs  and  glory,  originally,  ne- 
ccfljfiiV,  unchangeably  and  independently  in  himfdf ; 
and  d -.veils  in  fucb  an1  illuftrlous  Shcthina  in  the  hea¬ 
ven  of  heavens*  as.no  mortal  man  can  haveaccefs  toj 
whom  no  man*  in  this  ft  ate  of  imperfection  and  frailty, 
has  ever  feed,  or  can  fee  m  his  full  blaze  of  glory*  and 
live,  (£x.  ixiiiu  20.)  ;  nor  can  any  corporal  eye  ever 
behold  him  in  his  divine  nature*  in  which  he  is  a  pure¬ 
ly  fpiritu^l  being-  To  whom  be  afciibcd  all  honour* 
might  and  dominion,  with  chearful  and  profound  ado* 
ration,  as  is  molt  due,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen • 

17  In  this  view  of  things,  and  in  refleftion  on  the 
important  truft  thus  folemnly  committed  to  you,  Give 
faithful  admonitions,  in  the  name  of  Chritr,  to  thofe 
that  abound  in  the  riches  of  this  world,  to  watch  and 
pray,  and  take  the  utmoft  care,  that  they  be  not  lifted 
up  with  pride*  feiftfufljciency,  and  contempt  of  others* 
00  that  account;  nor  fet  their  hearts  upon,  or  place 
their  confidence  in,  their  earthly pofleflions, which  areal] 
precarious  and  fleeting,  and,  when  Jcaft  expected,  may 
make  tbcmfelvet  wingsy  and  fee  away  :  (Prov*  xxiti.  5.) 
B\U  tench  them  to  put  their  entire  truft  in  the  only  li- 
vtng  and  true  God,  xvho  daily  loads  us  with  his  benefits* 
and  who,  in  the  riches  of  bis  mercy  and  goo  do  eft,  gives 
Ufi  every  thing  far  neceflity,  and  many  things  for  de¬ 
light*  yea,  all  things  that  wc  enjoy  for  prefent  fupport 
atid  com  fort,  pertaining  to  life  and  g whine fs*  through 
the  knowledge  of  him  that  has  called  vs  to  glory  and  vir * 

ivc*  (a  Fet-  i*  3-) 

18  Charge  them  alfo,  as  they  will  anfwer  it  at  the 
great  day  of  account,  that,  mrtead  of  ahufing  their 
riches,  ami  mif-fpenriing  them  lavifhty  upon  themfelves* 
they  do  all  the  good  they  can  with  tfvcm  ;  that  they  a- 
bound  jn  better  riches  to  their  own  and  others  advan¬ 
tage 

NOTE 


red  to  God  iJk  Father,  or  tr»  *»nr  l,ord  Jefira  fin«  die  like  is  offered  to  the  Father,  PML 
Cntirt ;  but,  w  bkhevrr  way  it  lx  eon  licit  red,  iv,  jo,  tothefnn,  Rev,  i,  j.  2ndconjufi£t- 
fWe  dnxtwifr,  ver.  iG,  to  /um*  *if  chvlc  prr-  Jy  a  r.d  equally  to  both.  Rev*  v,  1$.  Set  the 
£jns,  is  cot  to  (he  cxclufiou  cf  ti;?  other  {  note  oti  ttap*  i,  17.) 


tp  Laying  up 
jn  (lore  for  them- 
fe!re«  a  good 
foundation  a* 
gain  ft  the  time 
to  COme,  that 
a  they  may  lay 
hold  on  eternal 
life. 


10  O  Tmmthy, 
keep  that  which 
if  com mirled  to 
thy  cruft*  avoid¬ 
ing  profane  and 

vnnbabticpftnd 

rppoGttont  of 

JHmoe,  faifdy  fo 
called  ; 


1 1  Which 

ftrme  profcfftng 
luve  erred  con- 
rrnnng  the  faith. 
Grace  be  with 
thee*  Amen. 


Th? ftrfi  Eft/! If  to  Ti u otht  paraphraftd*  Ch*  vi, 

tage,  even  in  every  good  work*  which  their  effluence 
ohitges  them  to,  and  makes  them  capable  of;  that  they 
be  chee: fully  difpofed  of  their  own  accord,  cm  all  pro* 
per  occasions,  to  give  liberally  for  promoting  every  good 
caufe,  and  to  be  gerttrous  in  communicating  to  the  ne- 
ceflities  of  the  poor*  tfptci&lly  of  the  koujbold  of  faith . 
(Gal*  vi<  io«) 

1 9  Ami  let  them  know  that  they  wtli  heap  op  the  heft 
and  moft  fubftantial  of  all  rrcafures,  to  their  own  ufc  and 
benefit,  by  their  humble  trnft  in  God  through  Chrift, 
the  fincerity  of  which  is  proved  hy  its  fruitful  nti  umo 
all  good  works,  (vtiri  17,  18,)  and  which|  in  oppofuion 
to  uncertain  riches,  reds  on  a  fure  foundation  of  hope 
and  happmefs  for  the  world  to  come,  that,  when  they 
enter  into  it,  they  may  aft u ally  lay  hoM  on,  and  take 
poffeflion  of  eternal  life,  as  the  gift  of  God,  through 
Jcfus  Chrift  our  Lord,  [Rom*  vi*  13,  fee  the  note 
there,)  and  as  the  crown  of  life,  which  they  fhall  receive 
at  the  end  of  their  courfe,  like  the  runners  in  the  Gre¬ 
cian  games,  who,  upon  finishing  their  race,  lay  hold 
on  the  garland  that  is  placed  at  the  goal*  (See  the 
note  on  PhiL  iii*  14.) 

20  O  my  dear  Timothy*  Think  ferioufly  of  thefe 
things;  and,  in  conlideiation  of  their  v;dt  importance, 
Take  fpecial  care  to  preferve  the  deftrines  and  ordinan¬ 
ces  of  the  gofpel  pure  and  uticormpred,  and  ro  exercifc 
all  your  fpi  ritual  gifts  in  fulfilling  your  mini  dry,  ac- 
cording  to  tbefe  direftions ;  all  which  are  committed 
to  you  by  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift^as  a  facred  imft  to  he 
faithfully  managed  for  him,  and  given  an  account  of  to 
him :  And  that  you  may  do  this  to  the  heft  advnmajre, 
keep  yourfdf  clear  of*  and  utterly  reject  the  irnpicu.?, 
trifling,  empty  and  notfy  talk  of  the  Judaizirig  teaehrm, 
and  their  oppofi  turns  to  the  true  dcclrine  of  Chrift,  hy 
their  corrupt  notions  of  the  law,  which  1  have  bern 
caution  tug  you  again  ft:  but  which  they  falfciy  cail 
knowledge,  though  they  neither  know  what  they  fcy, 
nor  whereof  they  affirm*  {Chap*  i.  4^—7,) 

2 1  And  fo  pernicious,  as  well  as  empty  and  vain,  U 
their  pretended  knowledge,  that  Come  among  them,  who 
have  been  mighty  fond  of  ir,  and  pride  themfidves  in 
it,  have  by  that  means  run  off  from  the  faith  of  the 
gofpel  into  grofs  errors*  That  you  may  be  kept  Heady 
in  the  only  true  faith,  and  be  abundantly  a  filled  and 

fucceedrd  in  maintaining  and  promoting  it,  to  Iik 
glory  of  God>  and  the  falvaticn  of  vour  own  and  many 
ethers  fouls,  May  the  divine  love  and  favour  ever  at- 
tend  and  prosper  you  in  your  way  and  work,  and 
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thoroughly  fealbn  your  heart  with  every  grace  of  the 
Spirit,  Amen.  So  let  it  be,  and  fo  I  trufi  it  will  be. 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

WMt  an  honour  and  encouragement  is  it  to  believing  fervants*  even  of  the 

hv.vcft  rank,  that  they  are  brethren  in  Chriftj  ^rtakers  of  all  fpiritual  b  tellings* 
finally  with  Chrifthms  of  the  Wghcft  civil  Nation  s !  But  what  a  reproach  is  it 
to  the  name  oft  heir  God,  and  to  his  gotped,  for  them  to  be  fo  conceited  on  this 
amount,  as  to  *hink  tbemlelvts  above  paying  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  earth* 
Irmaf'crs.  even  though  they  be  infidel*;  or  to  be  Ws*  and  not  rather*  more 
refpetflfiil  and  diligent  in  the  fervice  of  religions  matters,  becaufc  they  are  bre¬ 
thren  in  the  FcDowfhip  of  the  gofpel !  Thefe  things  are  to  be  taught  and  learned  ; 
and  whoforver,  under  fiilfe  pretences  to  knowledge*  fuggeft  fentiments  contra- 
r;  to  thefe,  ot  to  any  other  doctrine  jof  Chrift,  which  is  a  dodlrine  according  to 
yodlinefs,  thev  are  to  he  rejected*  asperfons,  that  are  proud  and  ignorant,  per* 
verfe  and  deftifnte  of  the  truth,  fond  of  vain  opinions  and  deputation*  about 
vnrda*  which  tend  to  Rrifeand  envy,  railing  and  unwarrantable  fufpi cions,  and 
tint  a  trade  of  religion  to  fave  their  fecnlar  iutcrefts:  But  true  goo  1  Kiefs* 
w'th  a  farisfied  mind  as  to  wordly  cireumftanees,  though  we  have  only  neceffary 
fn-.vl  and  raiment*  U  the  belt  of  all  gain;  and  therefore  ia  to  be  cultivated  in  <ai* 
ne!t  purfuiia  after  right  eon  fnefe,  goodnefs,  faith,  love,  p^tknee,  and  meekneb. 
And,  ala*!  What  is  this  pwr  empty  world,  that  we  ih^uld  fet  our  hearts  n* 
y  >»  it !  We  brought  none  of  its  enjoyments  into  it,  and  whatsoever  we  have  of 
them  here*  we  mult  certainly,  ere  long,  leave  them  all  behind  ua  :  And  they 
that  will  feek  to  be  rich*  -right  or  wrong,  throw  ihemldvcs  into  many  danger¬ 
ous  temptations,  and  foolifh  enfnaring  Kilts  and  paJhcms,  that  will  one  time  or 
ether  recoil  upon  them*  and  pierce  them  through  with  many  agonizing  furrows  ; 
nil!  nuke  them  err  from  the  faith  of  the  goipel ;  and  plunge  them  into  deep* 
and  I'ndlet^  rum  ;  For  the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  thtTc,  and  numbcrleJ*  o - 
thcr  (iiiiVi  ?,iid  thdlriiftive  evil*.  How  needful  then  is  it,  to  warn  the  riclr  of 
this  world  to  be  humble  amid  ft  alt  their  affluence;  and  not  place  their  confidence* 
in  uncertain  wealth,  but  in  Cod,  through  Chrift,  who  is  a  free  and  bouutituE 
giver,  ofali  things  relating  to  this  life  and  that  which  is  to  come!  And  how 
icady  Ihould  they  be  to  prove  the  fincerity  of  the  profefifiori  of  their  faith,  atirf 
truft  in  the  Lord,  by  its  genuine  fruits  in  every  good  and  charitable  work,  which 
will  be  laying  in  a  good  Itoefc  offcUd  happhicft  for  the  world  to  come,  that,  at 
the  end  of  their  Chriftianeourfe,  they  may  receive  the  crown  of  life  !  O  how 
conreientious  and  laborious  fhould  the  fervants  of  Chrift  be,  in  di Charging  every 
part  of  the  mmifterial  truft  that  is  committed  to  them  ;  in  maintaining  the  good 
profdfion  they  have  made  various  ways  before  manv  witndlcs;  and  in  fighting 
the  good  fight  of  faith,  till  they  lay  hold  on  eternal  life,  at  the  glorious  appea¬ 
ring  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift!  And  how  mindful  fhould  they  always  be  of  the 
lolcmn  bonds  that  are  laid  upon  them,  to  adhere  with  fidelity  fo  divine  direc¬ 
tions,  a*  in  the  pre fence  of  God  the  Father*  and  of  Jefus  Chrift !  He  courage* 
oufly  owned  himfelf  to  be  the  true  MeJliah,  before  Pontius  and  at  his 

fecond  coining,  will  be  glorimifly  manifefted  to  be  fo,  by  the  only  living  and  life- 
giving  God  ;  who  is  the  fupremc almighty  Governor,  above  all  other  kmg*  and 
lords;  who  only  has  immortality  eflcntially  in  himfelf*  dwells  in  glory  inaccefflhle 
to  frail  mortals,  and  is  mviftblc  in  his  own  being :  To  whom  be  a  fen  bed  ever  fall¬ 
ing  honour,  dominion,  and  power*  Amen.  May  all  that  love  him  unite  in  prayer 
for  his  inmiltring  ftrvants,  that  his  free  favour,  in  all  its  mamfrftations  and  ctfe&s, 
may  perpetually  enable  them  to  be  diligent  and  faithful  in  bis  work !  Amen, 
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The  Preface  to  the  Second  Epistle  to  TIM  O  Tf  1 Y« 

THIS  EpUUe  is  generally,  aft d  molt  probnbly,  fuppofed  from 
chap,  iv,  6.  and  feverat  other  paflages,  to  be  the  laft  that  the 
.  apoftle  vrotc  under  his  fee o mi  confinement  at  a  little 

before  his  martyrdom  there.  It  contains  fome  further  directions  to 
Tzmothy$  with  a  fomewhat  more  immediate  reference  than  the  former, 
(which  is  thought  to  have  been  wrote  abouOiinc  years  before)  ro 
his  own  perfonai  conduct,  in  the  difeharge  of  his  office,  as  an  evan¬ 
gel  ifh 

The  apoftle  introduces  it  with  the  fame  falutation  j  and  like  affec¬ 
tionate  expreflions  to  him,  and  concern  for  him,  as  before  ;  and  with 
rhe  like  aflerrions  of  his  character,  as  an  apoftle  of  Jefus  Cbrift,  for 
7iin0f£y*9  encouragement,  and  for  countenancing  him  again  ft  all  the 
cavils  of  the  Judaiztny  that  would  oppofe  him  in  fulfilling  his  truft, 
according  to  this  and  his  former  in  fir  u£t  ions  ;  arid  to  animate  him  the 
more  in  his  work,  and  fortify  him  againft  the  fear  and  Oiame  of  fuifer- 
ings  on  account  of  his  faithfulnefs  therein,  he  fees  before  him  the  e- 
ternal  falvation,  and  the  difeoveries  of  immortal  life,  that  Chrift  has 
brought  in  by  the  gofpel,  together  with  his  own  cheerfulncfs  and  un¬ 
daunted  courage,  under  his  extreme  fuffc  rings  for  its  fake  5  to  which 
he  adds  grateful  reflections  on  the  behaviour  of  OncJipfjorus ,  who  had 
owned  him,  and  had  been  a  comfort  to  him*  while  others  deferted 
him,  chap.  i.  He  thereupon  exhorts  Timothy  to  keen  up  a  con  (taut  and 
entire  dependence  on  the  grace  of  Chrift  ^  and,  in  its  ftrength,  to  ao 
quit  himfelf  with  fidelity,  in  the  diftharg^of  his  office;  in  bravely  eti- 
daring  all  hard  Chip  add  diftrefles  for  Chrift,  after  the  apoiilc’s  own 

example; 


Ch.-i.  The  fecond  Epijtk  to  Timoth?  paraphtafed*  ipt 

sample ;  tn  reprefenring  the  importance,  as  well  as  the  truth  of  the 

things  he  was  to  preach  to  others  *,  as  alfo  in  living  *he  do&rines  he 
preached,  anti  fupporting  them,  with  a  becoming  fpirir,  again/!  the 
ungodly  principles  and  p  radices  of  thofe  that  would  fubvert  them* 
chap,  iL  He  then  forewarns  him  of  a  particular  fort  of  corrupt  pro* 
feftbrs  and  preachers,  whom  he  deferibes,  and,  in  oppoficion  to  whom* 
he  reminds  Timothy  of  his  own  doctrine,  manner  of  life,  and  behavi¬ 
our  under  various  perfections  ;  and  enforces  a  fiedfiift  adherence  to 
divine  revelation,  whatever  it  might  co£t  him,  chap ,  Hi.  He  likewise 
gives  him  a  folorm  charge  to  fulfil  his  miniitry,  with  the  urmoft  care 
and  diligence,  in  confideraticn  of  the  apofiacies  that  would  appear  a- 
mong  many  profiling  ChrUUans,  and  of  his  having  no  further  affift* 
ance  from  himfelf,  who  was  going  to  feat  his  reft  I  m  on  y  with  his  blow!, 
\vh*ch  he  thought  of  with  joy  and  triumph,  as  the  crown  of  all  his 
labour*  and  fuffe  rings  :  And  concludes  with  expreflions  of  earned  de* 
fire  to  fee  Timothy^  as  foon  as  polfible;  with  an  account  of  the~3ifFer- 
ent  circumftancefl  and  behaviour  of  feveral  per  fens  whom  he  names; 
and  with  faiutations,  and  his  ufual  benediction,  chap,  iv. 


C  HAP.  t 

Paul  ajferts  his  apoftdk  charaBer>  f elutes  Timothy  t  and  express  his 
great  affc  Elion  to  him  in  remembrance  of  his  fympathizing  tears  and 
unfeigned  faiths  1>”J.  Exhorts  him  to  a  diligent  improvement  of  his 
fpirituat  gifts ,  without  fear  or  Jbame  on  account  of  filterings  for 
thrifts  who  has  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light  hy  the  gcfpel ;  and 
to  hold  fafi  that  blefied  doctrine  which  was  committed  to  him%  (3, — 1 4, 
■And  tells  him  of  many  that  had  befely  defected  him%  but  f peaks  with 
honour  and  affcEHon  of  Onejtphorus ,  for  his  kindnefs  to  him,  1 18- 


Text, 

pAUL  an  apo 
l  He  of  Jeibs 
G-Hft,  by  tbc 
v.  S-  *>f  G&1,  ac* 
to  the 
proruiii:  of  liJc 
vrh\  eh  is  in  (Jhnit 

JtlUS, 


■  To  Timn’S'.y 
my  dearly  brltv 
\;<l  Uiu :  graft:, 

m-rcy,  a*J  $7*. cc 
i «jm  God  tht  Fa- 
tli-r,  a:id  Chnft 

J  .Us  onr  Lcid- 


Pakapiuaee. 

Ty  AU  Lt  who  is  called  and  qualified  to  be  an  apoftlc 
*■  of  Jefus  Chriftj  by  the  free  and  fovereign  appoint* 
merit  and  cominiflion  of  God  the  Father,  to  bear  wie¬ 
ners  to  the  once  crucified,  but  now  rifeu  and  exalted 
Saviour,  and  to  preach  him  among  Jevjs*  and  efpecial- 
ly  Gentile^  according  to  the  promife  of  eternal  life, 
which  was  given  in  Chrift  before  the  world  began t  (Tir* 
i.  2.  and  in  due  time  was  made  to  Abraham  and  his 
fpiritual  feed,  as  to  be  fulfilled  in  him,  in  whom  alt 
nations  were  to  be  bhffed}  (Gen.  xxii*  i 8.)  which  life- 
is  reported  in  him,  pur  chafed  and  difpenfed  by  him, 
and  obtained  through  faith  in  him.  (i  John  v.  1 i,  ta.) 

2  Even  I  Paul  fend  greeting  to  you,  my  dearly  be* 
loved  fon  Timothy ,  (See  the  note  on  i  Tim.  u  2.)  May 
the  free  favour  and  tender  companion,  with  ail  their 
happy  mamfeftations,  fruits  and  eflefts.  (fee  the  note 
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tte  jirfi  Epijlle  to  Tjmoth*  parafiro/id.  Ch.  ir. 


\  I  thank 

Hod,  whom  1 
Jerve  from  my 
forefather?  iftth 
pnrc  foafciencc, 
thai  without  ccj* 
A ng  I  have  re* 

membra  net  of 
thee  in  my  pray¬ 
ers  night  ud  day. 


4  Greatly  de- 
iirfng  to  fee 
being  nundftl  of 

tby  tears,  that  I 

may  be  Ailed  with 

j^y; 


on  Rom .  i*  y.)  and  all  manner  of  profperity  for  foul  art! 
body,  time  and  eternity,  abound  toward  you  from  Ged 
the  Father*  as  the  firft  mover  in  oui  fcivation,  andiron* 
Jefus  Chrift,  your  Lord  and  mine,  as  concurring  with 
him  therein,  and  as  the  purchafer  and  giver  of  allblef- 
finga,  in  the  execution  of  his  mediatorial  office, 

3  I  heartily  render  thanks  and  praife  to  God,  whom 
I  itligioully  worlhip  and  adore  alter  tne  manner  of  my 
progenitors.,  even  the  only  true  God,  whom  Abraham 
I  fane  and  Jacob3  and  all  my  pious  ancestors  ferved;  and 
this  1  now  do  with  a  heart  purified  by  faith  and  a  con* 
fcience  purged  from  dead  works  by  the  blood  of  Chrift. 
{A&s  xv*  9,  and  Heb*  ix*  14,}  I  bids  his  holy  name, 
that,  though  in  the  days  of  my  Judai/mt  I  was  dread¬ 
fully  mifguided  by  corrupt  paffions  and  prejudices,  I  now 
in  love  to  him,  and  to  you  his  faithful  fcnrant,  am  con¬ 
tinually  mindful  and  make  mention  of  yon,  as  in  all 
folemn  addreflesto  the  throne'of  grace  *a  fo  particular¬ 
ly  in  my  morning  ami  evening  prayers,  which  I  cou- 
flantly  offer  up  every  day,  as  the  Jrws  were  won!  to  do 
at  the  time  of  their  morning  and  evening  lacrificr, 
and  as  is  an  incumbent  duty- for  all  Chrlltians  topra&ild 
day  by  day,  as  their  realonabie  Jervice* 

4  And  fo  ardent  is  my  afFeflion  to  you,  that  (if  it 
be  tbe  will  of  God)  I  am  exceedingly  delirous  of  fee¬ 
ing  you,  once  more,  before  my  dc-nh,  which  is  now  at 
band,  [chap*  iv,  6.)  that  Imay  have  the  pleasure  of  your 
company,  and  an  opportunity  of  leaving  with  you  fome 
farther  anftructions,  as  occafions  mav  require,  and  as  the 
dying  charge  of  a  tender  patent  to  his  molt  beloved  foil* 
And  there  are  two  things  among  others,  that  fo  greatly 
endear  you  to  me,  and  would  fill  me  with  the  more  a- 
bundant  joy  in  feeing  you  again  ;  one  is  the  touching 
reflection  I  make  upon  the  affectionate,  Glia!,  and  mov* 
tug  flood  of  tears  f ,  which  you  poured  out  at  our  laft 

part- 


NOTES. 


*  **  Prayers  nigh!  and  day11  fcero*  mnfl  im¬ 
mediately  to  relate  to  the  morning  and  even¬ 
ing  j, nyer s  *hich  oleri  to  be  oftr-d  op  by 
the  jc^YS  at  the  time  of  their  morning  and 
evening  ficrificet  Eiod.  xxix,  3S,  jp*  com¬ 
pared  with  Luke,  k  io.  ;  And  (hefc  are  un  * 
dojibtedly  proper  Tea  fans  of  ft*  Ltd  folemn 
addrtftes  to  God  with  thank  fgtvifl£$  Tor  the 
merries  of  the  nij>hr,  or  at  the  day  paft, 
and  with  fame  humble  fuppfcc/tton*,  and 
commitments  of  curJtlvcs  ar.d  -II  our  own 
and  others  concern*  to  the  tor  llie 

mercies  nf  the  day,  or  of  the  m^ht,  that  is 
Co:r:in£  on.  And  ytt  they  arc  not  u>be  rc- 
A.aiccd  to  tJ.de  Gated  feawiuj  out  arcUk*- 


wife  to  be  preferred  to  God  on  all  ftlrahte 
ocealloiis,  and  dpecially  in  important  dr- 
cum  ft  iXica  and  turn*;  of  life,  relating  to-  Cjh* 
ritu.d  and  Temporal  things,  (See  Dr  IPbiilf  t 
note  nn  1  Tl k!£  v,  17*) 

f  Theie  ttars  n*re  manifaflly  thofir  which 
T.'titMh jf  ihed  at  the  apnfile*s  hft  parting  with 
him  ;  and  it  is  thought  by  many*  that  he  re¬ 
fers  to  that  melting  leave  which  the 
ji&H  elder*  took  of  the  Afti  vk.  37* 

38  nmon*  whom  Timtk)  is  foppofad  hare 
been  prefenr,  and  iiepr  isoft  abundantly  ; 
But  as  it  tf  uncertain  vhciber  hi  were  in  that 
company ,  or  roc ;  and  as  that  fee  ms  to  have 
been  about  jujic  or  ten  years  before  the  writ- 


Ch. 


The  fecund  Jtpijlle 


s  Wlien  I  nil 

to  rcmmcbnirce 
the  *  unfeigned 
lakh  that  U  in 
thee,  which  4wdt 
fit*l  in  Uiy^ranU- 
mother  and 
thy  mother  Eo* 
nice;  ami  I  fcfln 
perfoaded  tbit  ill 
thee  alfi>k 


6  Wherefore  I 
put  the*  in  rc- 
mew  bran c«,  that 
tU  m  (lit  up  the 
fi:'t  of  God, 
which  i*  in  thee 
h\  cht  putting  on 
tti  my  hands. 


y  For  Cod 
hath  not  gHeo  tis 
the  fpiric  of  fear; 
hut  uf  power % 
atid  of  iovet  and 
of  a  found  mind* 


parting*  6a  account  of  the  danger  I  was  like  to  be  ex* 
poled  to,  and  which  made  a  deep  impreffion  on  my  foul 
then,  and,  at  times,  ever  fince* 

5  The  other  thing  that  thus  engages  my  heart  to  you, 
is,  the  lively  fenfe  1  retain  of  that  fincere  faith  which 
you  have  mamfeftedon  all  occasions  :o  be  in  you,  with* 
out  the  lead  appearance  of  hypocrify,  or  difguife  j 
rtxptr*}  even  that  fame  fort  of  faith  which  was  not  on* 
ly  profefled  by,  but  difeovered  itfelf  to  be  feated,  as  an 
aflivt  and  abiding  principle,  in  the  heart*  fir  ft  of  your 
pious  grandmother  Lvii}  as  alfo  in  your  no  lefs  truly  re* 
ligious  mother  Eunice  who  believed  in  the  pro  mi  fed 
Mefliah,  and  afterwards  embraced  him  upon  thegofpeU 
revelation  of  him  ;  and  [  am  fully  fatisfied,  from  what 
1  have  fcen  and  known  of  you,  that  the  like  undijfem* 
bled  faith  ts  planted  alfo  in  your  own  heart ;  and  fo  God*J 
covenant  with  believers  and  their  feed  is  remarkably  ful¬ 
filled  in  your  mother  and  you* 

6  Therefore  in  my  great  afleftion  to  you,  and  iri 
consideration  of  the  extraordinary  favour  which  God 
has  (lill  further  Ibown  in  moll  eminently  fitting  you  for 
minilUrial  fervice,  I  now  write  to  you  again,  to  remind 
you  of  my  former  exhortation,  that  you  may  not  be  re* 
mifs  in  cherishing  and  improving  the  fpiritual  gifts, 
which  he  has  freely  bellowed  upon  you,  and  which  (till 
remain  in  you;  but,  like  one  that  would  blow  up  live- 
coals,  when  covered  with  afhes,  into  a  flame,  may 

by  diligent  meditation,  reading  and  prayer,  Air 
up  and  kindle  thole  gifts  into  a  fccred  fervor  and  a£ii* 
vity,  which  Gpd  has  remarkably  honoured  you  with, 
by  means  of  the  impofitionof  my  own  and  others  hands, 
as  tbs  fignal  of  his  conveying  them  to  you,  at  your  or* 
dination*  (See  the  paraphrase  on  i  Tim.  iv.  14.) 

7  You  ought  by  no  means  to  be  difeouraged  in  the 
eicrcife  of  thofe  gift*,  on  account  of  the  oppofirion  of 
your  adverfaries  ;  For  the  temper  and  difpofttion  which 
God  by  bis  Spirit  has*  formed  in  us,  whom  he  hath  cal* 
led  and  fitted  for  holy  miniftrattons,  is  not  a  (pint 
of  cowardice  and  dread  of  our  enemies,  whether  men 
or  devils  ;  but  is  9  fpirit  of  holy  fortitude  and  undaunt¬ 
ed  courage  to  encounter  all  difficulties  and  dangers; 
and  of  fervent  love  to  Chrill  and  his  caufe,  and  to  im¬ 
mortal  fouls  j  and  of  fobiiety  and  good  judgment,  {ro* 

ft* 

T  £* 

blftory  of  thi  trhlch  ia  farmed  to 

hm  ended  A*  or  Jeveo  yenrs  before  this  *pif* 
tic  wai  mo:et  g)m  us  110  iccoufti  of  k* 


N  0 

in^of  thif  epJftVa  thtcpoftle  had  probably 
K-tnhim  fmcc  that  time;  acd  therefore  the 
pLirtijigrP  here  referred'  fo,  wu  Id  «JI  AfcciU 
00  Tome  Iji;r  occaftoa*  tboagb  t be 
VoU  V,  f 
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The  fecond  EpiflU  to  Timothy  parapkraftd,  Ch.  ii. 


Be  not  thoo 
t  h  crefor*  j  fha  rued 
of  U'C  idticnorry 
of  J  ,^r<l  ^  oor 
of  ire  his  prifo- 
£Ci  :  hnt  lc  thou 

of  the 
a'TlWnni  of  Hie 
j*nlpel,  ticx^rdhsg 
lo  the  p'sAvcr  of 


9  Who  hail 
fiued  i;  %  an<! 
c ailed  a*  \v  i; h  an 
lioly  CMilirs^  not 
according  to  oar 
works,  hot  ac¬ 
cording  to  his 
own  purport*  and 
t'r^ce  which  vias 
given  us  in  Chrift 
Jrfui;,  before  the 

W  vrld  bc^HiO. 


fpwf^j  in  a  due  government  of  our  pafiions,  and  in 
ftedfafliy  adhering  to,  and  pattemiy  fuffering  for,  the 
true  gofpcl  of  Chrift* 

8  Let  therefore  fuch  con  fide  rat  ions  as  thefe  carry  you 
above  all  fhamc,  difeouragement  or  faim-heartednete, 
in  bearing  a  noble  and  open  teftimony  to  our  biefftd 
Lord  ami  Saviour,  and  to  his  gofpcl,  in  which  he  gives 
teftimony  unto  himfetf,  as  he  U  its  principle  fubjcct, 
and  which  he  owns  with  the  power  of  his  Spirit ;  and 
let  the  fame  thoughts  fortify  you  againft  being  afhamed 
to  own,  vindicate,  and  vifit  me  in  my  bonds,  as  hia  a- 
poflle  and  prifoner :  But  let  them,  on  the  contrary,  a* 
nimste  you  to  fympathize  with  me  in  my  pcrfecution?, 
and  to  be  ready  to  endure  the  fame  your felf  with  all 
rhccrfulnefs  for  the  gofpel*&  fake,  in  humble  dependence 
upon  the  mighty  cffUfance  which  God  by  his  Spirit 
will  give  you,  to  ftrengthen  and  enable  you  to  fufftr 
patiently,  on  account  of  your  firm  attachment  to  ir. 
And  well  may  we  cheerfully  fubmit  to  alt  tribulation?, 
dangers  and  reproaches,  for  the  honour  and  glory  of  God; 

9  Who  has  provided  a  Saviour  for  us,  and  given  us 
to  him  to  take  care  that  we  might  not  be  cut  off  in  our 
fins,  and  has  appointed  us  to  obtain  fnlvation  by  our  Lord 
Jtfus  Chrifiy  (i  ThelT  v,  9*)  who  has  already  purchafed 
it  for  us ;  and  in  confequence  of  all  this,  God  has  tf- 
ife&uaily  called  us,  by  the  gofpel,  to  holinefs  here,  in 
order  to  our  being  fitted  for,  and  brought  to  the  poffef- 
fion  of  perfefl  happinefs  for  ever, hereafter,  (a  Titfjf*  ii* 

13,  14,)  All  which  he  has  done,  not  as  influenced  to 
it  by  any  forefight  of  our  good  works,  as  though  we 
Ihould  ever  deferve  it;  but  entirely  of  his  free  favour, 
according  to  his  own  fovereign  intention  and  refolution, 
and  the  mere  unmerited  kindnefs  of  hi$  own  gracious 
heart,  which  was  fet  upon  us,  and  had  a  fpedal  regard 
to  us*  311  Chrift  our  head,  from  all  eternity,  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world,  ( Ephcf*  i*  4*)  and  which  be¬ 
gan  *0  Awn  in  the  firft  promife,  (6>/i*  iii-  T7.)  before 
the  Jewijb  ages 

10  But 


N  0 

*  T  have  taken  in  the  notion  which  Nr 
Jjth*  and  nthtis  have  given  of  the  words  fo* 
jf jrr  the  '.war/d  btgo**  as  fignSfyiitg  <(  before 
**  the  iccutar  a_™t*  of  the  Jew*-*1  (tr«  %?$*** 
But  as  the  purpoie  ot  God  was  ccr* 

t  a  inly  trom  eternity,  and  the  wor  1  (a  joy)  of¬ 
ten  Ugui&es  ibr  t ptfWd,  ami  is  ufed  plural!  y, 

or  tor  afles,  ib  far  tkc  *\v*rtdst  (Heh-  i. 
a  ad  as  the  phrafe  (ax1  evidently  ftg- 


T  E, 

irfies  from  the  “  beginning  of  the  worM,  t/- 
“  from  the  began mr-£  of  l.ukei.  jr, 

and  Aits  iii-  it-  Why  fhould  nor  the  like 
phnfe  («ff^  aiimo*)  fifcnify  alio  4<  he- 

+*  fore  the  beginning  of  the  world,  cr  of  all 
**  time  or  ages,*'  md  be  m  ienfe  the  ft  me 
with  *f  before  the  foundation  of  the  world/* 
often  ufed'tof.^mCy  frvmeU 

»i 'ty? 


ch,  i. 


7 be  fee&nd  EptjUe  to  Ti  MOT  n't  paraphrnfed .  I$>J 


xo  But 
t*ohi  msde  mail* 
ftl*  by  ibc  ap¬ 
pearing  of  o«r 
Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  huh 
ahntuheJ  death* 
and  hath  brought 
life  andimmom* 
Vitjr  to  fight  thro* 
tile  5>?Jpci ; 


It  Whcreu nfo 

Tam  ^;>poiufd  > 
j.rMCilCr  p  ir*d 

in  ^portltr,  and  a 
te^hc  of  the 
i  .cutiks* 


io  But  which  gracious  purpofc,  that  lay  from  nil  c- 
ternity  as  a  fecret  in  his  own  bofom,  ant!  was  after  wards 
in  great  mcafure  concealed  under  the  types  andfliadows 
of  the  Old  Teftament,  is  now  evidently  difeovered, 
with  illuftrious  brightnefs,  by  the  coming  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jefus  thrift,  whofe  appearance  in  fie  (hand 
in  the  execution  of  his  mediatorial  office,  has*  like  that 
of  the  rifinjt  fun,  ^t*™-**)  fcattered  JcwJb  and  Nta* 
then  darknefs;  who  in  virtue  of  his  dying  for  our  fins 
in  our  nature  and  in  our  (lead,  and  ot  his  rifing,  as  a 
conqueror*  from  the  grave,  has  taken  away  the  flir.g  of 
death,  broke  its  power,  and  turned  it  into  a  bieliing» 
i riftcad  of  a  curfc,  to  them  that  believe  in  him,  and  de¬ 
livered  them  from  eternal  death,  (i  Ctr*  xv.  55,  5<j, 
5?0i  and  who  has  made  a  plain  revelation  of  a  blefled 
life,  and  immortal  glory  of  foul  and  body  in  the  hea¬ 
venly  world,  by  means  of  the  gofpcl,  which  fhows,ua 
the  certainty,  together  with  the  fubltme,  excellent  ard 
fpjritu.il  nature  of  that  (late,  and  our  way  of  arriving 
at  it  through  him. 

11  This  is  a  bleflVd  and  glorious  pofpcl  indeed,  for 
the  difpenfation  which  I,  like  a  herald,  tent  to  proclaim 
peace  by  Jefus  Cbrift,  am  appointed  and  confli:u;cd  an 
authentic  publisher,  (*."?*<)  and  an  apoftle,  to  bcarwir- 
nefs  to  a  crucified  and  rifen  Saviour,  by  im mediate  com- 


ri  For  the 
which  caiife  T  aU 
jo  fuffer  tiicfc 
things  ;  new- 
the lr fs,  lam  not 
illumed ;  for  1 
know  whom  I 
1 1  a»v  t  helstv  e4t  a  nil 
1  atn  per  ft:  ailed 
thii  be  is  able  to 
keep  tbit  which 
1  have  coir,  ini  ted 
unto  him  igaiuiV 
l!ui  day* 


million  from  him,  and  that  with  a  particular  relation 
to  the  Gtntiksp  (Afts  ix*  lj.)  as  a  preacher  to  them, 
that  they  may  hear  and  believe  the  glad  tidings  of  eter¬ 
nal  life  to  the  faring  of  their  fouls. 

12  And  it  is  for  my  f?.ithfulncfs  and  2cal  in  di (char¬ 
ging  this  office,  and  that  particularly  ro  them,  that  1 
now  actually  fuffer  all  the  difgracc  and  fever  tries  of  my 
prefent  impiifonnjau,  and  am  daily  expefting  martyr¬ 
dom  itfelf  :  But,  in  confiderauon  of  the  glorious 
excellency  of  this  caufe,  I  am  fo  far  from  being  a- 
framed  of  Chrilt  and  his  gofpel,  or  of  my  fufferings 
for  them,  that  I  glory  in  them,  and  have  the  molt 
joyful  expedition  of  a  happy  iffue  of  all  in  a  better 
world :  Fpr  l  well  know,  in  the  light  of  God's  word 
and  Spirit,  and  upon  long  trial  and  experience,  what  a 
gracious,  all-fcOicicnt,  faithful  and  divine  Saviour  he 
is,  whom  I  have  received  and  relied  upon  by  faith  \  and 
3  am  fully  fatisfied,  on  the  lure  ft  grounds,  that  he  has 
ail  power  and  authority  in  his  cilice-capacity,  which  in¬ 
cludes  his  will,  ro  fccure  my  foul,  with  all  its  eternal 

that  I  have  entrufted  him  with,  as  my  moft 

N  2  important 


ijtf  Tie  feetnd  Epiftle  to  Tiitotht  paraphrafei.  Ch.  u 


tj  Hold  f.rt 
the  form  of  Fru  ml 
words ,  which 
tfctiii  haft  heard 
of  tnc,  in  faith 
and  So vc  which 
U  iu  CluiJl  jufu^ 


important  to  take  care  of  |  againft  the  day 

cf  fhe  final  judgment,  which  may  be  emphatically  cal¬ 
led  that  day%  as  it  U  the  concluding  day  at  the  end  of 
time*  and  the  thy*  in  which  every  one  will  be  more 
concerned  than  in  any  other  day  whatfoever*  as  his  con* 
clitic  n,  for  hjppinefs,  or  mifery,  will  then  be  folemnly* 
publicly  and  unalterably  decided  for  eternity* 

13  Whatever  trials  therefore  you  meet  with,  as  may 
be  expcfled  in  the  caufc  of  Chrifl $  fee  to  it*  that,  en¬ 
couraged  by  my  example  of  faith*  patience  and  hope 
in  fufletmgs*  you  keep  in  memory,  ftedfaftly  adhere  to* 
and  refolutely  maintain  (»,f,rltfTff|T  vy**™*™*  kayw}  the  pat* 
tern,  or  platform  of  the  uncorrupccd,  wholcfome* 
nourishing  and  healing  do£trine  of  the  gofpcl,  that  is 
contained  in  thofe  words  of  truth  and  fobernefs,  which 
you  have  been  taught  by  me,  in  converfation,  preach¬ 
ing  and  wriring,  with  rdpeffc  to  faith  in  Chrifl,  and 
love  to  him*  aud  to  all  fellow-Chnftians  for  his  fake  *% 
and  which  you  received,  with  a  firm  perfuafionof  their 
truth  and  reality,  as  faithful  fayings^  and  embraced 
with  cordial  .afFeflioni  as  worthy  of  ail  acceptation* 
which  you  arc  a|fu  to  preach  with  fidelity  and  love*  as 
wrought  and  excited  in  you  toward  Jefus,  the  anointed 

head 


NOT 

f  c<  Thai  which  Thave  eommiftoj  tc  him 

*'  agjmft  that  day,T’i$  undci'ftoodby  feme  to 
mean  wjMl+d*Rrfae7  and  by  Olliers  the 
d&rtbtf  which  was  otuxmUcil  to  the 

apoftie's  trufL  But,  how  great  and  import¬ 
ant  a  truth  loever  there  be  in  either  of  thefe 
JlrttitncjU*,  they  do  no:  ftem  fully  to  tgVitf 
wuli  iLc  apoltU’s  detign  in  this  pUce,  nor 
with  the  Wm  *>f  txpreHion  here  ulld  ;  Far 
he  prolife*  thU]  as  an  encouragement  to 
Txm-yikji  not  to  he  u  afhunicd  of  the  teflimo* 
**  fiy  of  our  Lord,  nor  of  Ms  piifuner,1*  but 

to  fubmit  cheerfully  to  fiiffemigs  £»r  Chriffc 

andthcsnfpcl's  fake,  ver.  3  :  And  a  conside¬ 
ration  of  the  blcfled  id  village  he  Humid 
have  trom  GitiH  at  ihc  ijftat  day,  was  much 
more  prr^er  to  inforce  fcbis,  than  a  colliders  - 
tkin  tha:  Chrift  would  take  care  of  his  own 
cbmxh  and  caufe,  whether  Tintnby  laboured 
in  it,  or  fulfiTcd  for  it,  or  nor :  And  ibe  a- 
peflic  eaiU  U  lit  evtn  Jtftj 7/aw,  (r»r 
Ahilcv  i±ys)  which  he  committed  t»  Chrilt, 
that  he  might  receive  it  a^m  with  fafcty, 
hut  the  and  the  church  tfCbnfi  arc  not 
the  property  of,  nor  ere  to  be  gjvci:  back  1* 
gi:n  to,  any  minifter  orapoftlc  as  his  Gtetr^ 
'iVwnii  (iriM-antJti-)  here  u fed,  occurs  no 
where  elic  in  ine  New  Tcftament  -  but  the 
Ttrh  iTtfUTteitfitt}  is  several  limes  oJed  Tor 
conutiitmg  I  t»*Godf  as  in  Aft>  xiv. 
•  3,  and  xx.  32 ;  and  the  apdllc'i  aft  of  faitli 
here,  ax  hill  u'cublcs  ud  dangers,  Hid  near 


e  s: 

pmfpcrts  of  death  and  eternity,  was  like 
that  which  our  Lord  himfelf  cxerciied  10- 
winjs  hi*  Father,  in  his  expiring  moments, 
f.yiflg,  (Luke  ixiu.  4I)  Father,  41  intu 
if  xhtnehand  I_ctmrm«id  my 

“  fpirit  j-  and  was  (uch  an  act  of  filth  as 
the  ipoflle  Piter  fprai*  of,  (r  Epfth  iv. 

Ur  them  tEiat  fu^r  according  to  the 
“  will  of  God  cmnmir  ihe 

keeping  of  ihdr  fouis  to  him  in  welldoing, 
+i  w  to  a  faithful  Ciea^or/'  This  commitment 
of  ihe  ibul  to  CliriJt  cgeivjt  that  evi¬ 
dently  mean*  ag^inll  rbe  day  of  Judgment  * 
when  the  life  and  immonalby,  which  the  a- 
poftle  had  been  fptaking  of,  vcr.  to.  lhall 
be  enjoyed  in  all  perteflion  and  l^lory,  which 
will  be  at  the  day  of  Chrifl ’s  fecund  appear¬ 
ing,  Ccd.  iil  4,  and  H^!i,  h.  x%,  Thu  is 
the  day  that  the  apoftfa  had  in  view,  and  re- 
fmto  again  iitsd  3p*'i\  in  this  cpiflle,  under 
ajjprchciulotts  of  the  jirvr  approach  of  death, 
as  in  vcr*  iU.  and  chap,  it,  10,  n,  n.and 
iv*  t,  3,  t&.  This  U  fdmeUmes  cJlcti,  by 
way  of  emphalis,  th  Jay  0/ Cbr \fi%  (Pbik  i, 
6*  jo .}thtd**yt  (i  Cor  iii*  ij)  and  that  daf 
here,  and  in  urvera)  other  places,  and/£v  g-ro;/ 
doji  (Jode,  Vcr,  tf*}  and  the  day  of  jad^aent 
■very  often* 

*  Faith  and  bvc  may  relate  dtber  to  the 

(to^Hncs  reernrd,  ur  to  u  tl«  maoccr*  of 
rilGUHhy*$  rtccuiAg  asd  prcuchiog  tkun> 


Ob*  i* 


The  ficond  EptJHe  to  Timothy  paraphrafcd* 
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*4  Thu  good 
thing,  whkh  wu 
rexnmimd  upto 
thee*  keep  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft 
which  dwtllcth 
in  ue+ 


head  and  Saviour  of  the  church,  and  by  fupenutural 
influence  from  him, 

14  As  to  that  momentous  truft  and  treafure,  Incla* 
five  of  your  fpirltual  gifts,  and  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
gofpel,  and  your  office  as  a  minifter  to  preach  it,  which 
is  excellent  in  itfelf,  and  good  for  the  ufc  of  edifying 
your  own  and  other  fouls,  to  the  glory  of  Cod  and  their 
falvation,  and  was  committed  by  the  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift 
to  you  at  your folemn ordination;  fee  rhar  you  be  faith¬ 
ful  in  maintaining  it  againft  alt  the  efforts  of  your  tne*- 
mics,  and  in  preserving  it  pure  and  rnicorrupted,  with 
religious  care  and  diligence*  by  the  afliflancc  of  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Spirit*  who  permanently  refidts  with  peculiar  re¬ 
lation  and  influence,  and  by  his  gifts  and  graces*  in  you 
and  me,  as  he  ever  does,  according  to  the  meafure^of 
the  gift  of  Chrilf,  { Eph *  iv*  7,)  in  ail  true  believers  and 
faithful  miniflers,  {John  xiv,  16, 17,)  to  enable  us  to  ful¬ 
fil  the  duties  of  our  Rations,  in  the  face  of  all  oppoti- 
turn  and  danger* 

1 5  You  ought  to  be  the  rather  etched  to  all  faithful* 
refs  and  diligence  in  thefe  things,  as  you  cannot  but 
know*  that  the  generality  of  the  Afiatic  profeffbis  of 
Chrift’s  name  *  have  fhamefully  deferred  me  in  my 
prefent  fufferings  for  hia  fake,  as  b^ing  afraid,  or  a- 
fliamed  to  own  and  (land  by  me  in  them  :  Of  this  fort 
PkjgcUus  and  Hermegenes  arc  notorious  tnftances. 

16  However,  in  this  time  of  fo  great  defection,  I 

f f«C  h wf^of1 c£  ^ive  not  ^eeQ  ^  uttefIy  of  friends,  for  whom 

ncGphoni* ;  for  I  heartily  biefs  God,  and  implore  h!$  bleffing  ;  as  par* 

J  j,.  a  M_  ■  ■  a  ,  A  |  |*  I  v  I  *  _  _ 


ij  This  xhow 

fenowrtf,  that  all 
tbey  which  arc 
in  Afil  bo  lunv 
jnl  away  from  me ; 

Phy- 

£Htus  and  Hcr- 

rtiogcncs, 

i5  Tk  l*otd 


tic  oft  rdVdhrd 
fWj  and  not 
afhamod  of  ivy 
liuin ; 


ticularly  my  earneft  delire  and  prayer  is,  that  the  Lord, 
who  with  the  merciful  vji/l fhew  hhnjtlf  merciful,  (Pfal* 
iviii*  25-)  would  multiply  mercies  of  every  kind,  tem¬ 
poral,  fpiricual,  and  eternal,  upon  the  family  of  Oncji* 
phones ,  t  in  return  for  the  mercy  he  hath  thown  to  me  ; 
For,  notwith {landing  the  cowardice  of  pretended  friends, 
atitl  the  fury  of  open  enemies,  he,  with  a  truly  Chris¬ 
tian  courage  and  companion,  has  often  relieved  and 
comforted  me  in  my  diftrefs,  by  fcafonable  vi- 

Cls 

T  U 

probably  ft  ill  at  Rome,  far  *hith  reafuit 
hi?  family*  him!  ii 

ken  of  hers,  and  fdiit.'d,  chap.  \v,  ij* 
Biit  1  can  tec  no  forct:  in  whu  Gmdnx  and 
Eftius  eftr  for  their  fappoftth'ii  ih-it  he  •*•&$ 
AU  that  (he  fays  about  him 

has  a  contrary  afpeft ;  aud  therrrorc  r,fhns‘s 
tontfufion  from  hence,  ibat  prayers  are  la 
bcoticred  f«r  departed  lidnt*,  is  fuifh  upon 
a  aitit  cotij.flflre!  whheut  anyfo’-U  loiii;da~ 
don*  (See  ±LLinnJvJLi4*i  no.euti  the  plate,) 


H  O 

■  They  -which  Affix  A(ia  are  fupppfcd  by 
fi>rsc  to  mean,  filch  as  lived  in  A  fia*  and  by 
others,  fuch  as  were  njdv^s  of  Afia,  but  at 
this  time  wore  at  Ronsc  ;  the  Uft  of  b-hich 
feems  moft  proto  ble  to  ibc,  hut  the  para- 
phrafe  hu  left  it  undetermined* 

|  lr  fetou  from  vert  1 K*  compared  with 
chap,  it*  ip,  that  Oncliphoros  *a£  an  ttx- 
habitant  of  Kphduv  ai  the -pi tee  of  his  u- 
fmt  abode  where  hU  family  d^tU>  but 
ffcin  which  he  'ivaa  now  abfent,  bticjj  very 
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ch.  i. 


17  But  when, 
he  was  in  Rome 
he  tbufcht  nie  out 
wry  , 

uJU  fj4iHa  Wf. 


iS  The 

grant  uato  him, 
that  he  nny  find 
ir.ncy  of  tue 
I*i>rd  mtkiu  d*y. 
And  in  how  uia- 
+i>y  ihings  he  nii* 
niLErcd  m; 

At  Epheftis,  thou 
Lnowdi  wry 

Wffi, 


fits  and  fupplies  of  things  convenient  for  me,  which 
have  been  like  a  cooling  breeze  to  refreflt  me  in  the 
hear  of  my  tribulations  $  and  fo  .great  was  his  affcftion 
to  me,  ami  to  the  glorious  caufe  for  which  I  fuffer,  that 
he  was  not  afliarwed  to  own  me,  or  itf  under  all  the 
ignominy  and  reproach  that  attend  my  chain,  by  which 
I  am  held,  as  a  prifoncr  of  the  Lord,  in  order  to  my 
being  put  to  death. 

17  But  when  he  Came  to  Rome>  he  was  fo  far  from 
being  fhy  of  appearing  to  have  any  concern  with  me, 
that  he  took  great  pains  to  inquire  where,  and  in  what 
prifon,  or  in  what  ward  I  was  (hut  up }  and  did  not  reft 
Till  he  had  found  me  out,  and  got  accefs  to  me. 

iS  O  may  the  Lord  Jefus,  for  whbfe  fake  this  his 
fervant  has  been  fo  exceeding  compaffionate,  kind  and 
ufcful  to  me  under  my  fufFerings,  may  he,  and  God 
the  Father,  in  the  riches  of  his  grace  through  him, 
turn  it  manifold  into  his  own  bofom,  not  only  in  this 
world,  bur  efpeciallyin  the  world  to  come,  that  he  him- 
felf  may  find  mercy  of  the  great  Lord  and  Judge  of  all, 
to  be  owned  of  him  before  his  Father  and  the  boly  an¬ 
gels,  when  the  times  of  rtfrejbing  (*►*4*^)  JbaU  come 
fr$m  bis  prefaice^  (Acts  iii.  19*);  and  to  he  publicly 
adjudged  to  eternal  lift,  according  to  the  greatnefs  of 
his  mercy,  [Judey  vtr*  ir.)  at  the  great  day  of  accouur, 
(fee  the  note  on  vtrr  12.)  that  final,  moft  important 
and  dec i five  of  all  days,  for  a  fucceeding  eternity  !  Gra¬ 
titude  demands  my  be  ft  willies  for  fuch  a  fait  friend, 

*  _  + 

who  ftill  approves  fcimfdf  to  be-fo  to  the  Jaft,  in  the 
very  worft  of  times  :  And  you  very  wdl  know,  and  I 
carmot  forger,  in  how  many  inltances  of  great  kindnefs 
he  formerly  aiTiitcd  and  refrefhed  me,  by  various  means, 
under  all  my  troubles,  when  I  wa$  at  Efkffus . 


RECOLLECTIONS/ 

Shall  an  iufpired  apoCUe  commit  the  true  doctrine  of  Chrift  to  minifies,  hy 
immediate  cot  rim  liFion  from  God  ?  anti  ifrall  they  not  keep  it  pure  and  tmeurrup , 
and  be  ready  to  faifer  for  it,  in  dependence  on  his  power,  as  exerted  by  the  HoJy 
Spirit?  or  that  I  they  preach  it,  aud  the  people  not  regard  ii?  What  a  conic  Dipt 
is  this  of  divine  authority,  aud  of  the  glorious  gofpd  at  once  !  But  0  happy  fouls, 
that  ferve  God  with  a  pure  be.ut,  and  receive  the  gofpcl  with  unfeigned  faith  and 
Jove,  after  the  example  of  religious  anceftors;  and  lay  them fdvea  out  to  pr.^a- 
gate  it,  in  like  manner  to  others  !  It  contamsthepromifc  of  everfaftinf  life  thro* 
JeftisChrift ;  opens  the  eternal  purpofe  of  Go^  about  the  fa!  vat  ion  of  bis  people ; 
j$  a  means  of  their  effectual  calling  ;  allures  Lbc  believer  that  the  Ctinp  and  power 
of  tlrklh  arc  vanquished  lor  him  ;  and  lets  the  Immortal  life  of  foul  and  body, 
and  the  way  of  obtaining  it,  in  the  dtareft  light*  Who  would  nor  be  content¬ 
ed  to  undergo  the  fevereft  perfccutions,  without  fear  or  fhame,  for  the  lake  of 
the  rich  advantages  that  are  to  be  hoped  for  from  it  l  May  we  have  the  firmed 
confidence  iaChrift,  as  the  alMkfiicitiit  Saviour,  toficurc  the  great  concerns  of 
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our  foul?,  that  we  commit  by  faith  to  his  care,  ag.imft  the  p  eat  day  of  ac¬ 
count  ! — How  dear  is  one  fincere  fervant  of  Chrift  to  another,  aa  partakers  i»f  the 
fame  faith,  and  embarked  in  the  fame  noble  caofe  !  How  grratlv  rio  they  all  need; 
and  how  heartily  do  they  with,  and  daily  pray  for  grace,  mercy,  and  peace  to 
be  multiplied  to  one  another,  from  God  the  Father  and  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ! 
How  affectionately  arc  theydefirous  of  each  o:UerJs  company,  efpeciaHf  in  time! 
ofgreat  tribulation !  How  tenderly  do  they  fyrnnithb.c  one  with  another  in  their 
affiflions!  How  concerned  arc  they  that  a  due  improvement  be  m:tde  of  the 
gifts  of  the  Spirit,  which  arc  gracioufly  b  eft  owed  upon  their  brethren  in  the  mink* 
firy,  who  art  endowed,  according  to  the  fpfrit  of  the  gofpd,  not  with  a  timorous, 
cowardly  temper,  but  with  holy  fortitude  and  Jc.vc,  fabric:  y,  wisdom  arid  found 
judgment*  for  foiling  their  trull,  in  the  uddft  of  n\\  ditncoHie^,  oppoiilkm  and 

danger!  And  while  many  defert  the  caufc  of  Chrift,  and  his fufft-ring  fervautr, 
like  J'hygeilus  and  Hrrmogenes,  bltficd  be  God,  tbnc  are  others,  who,  li'»c 
Cneliphnms,  are  not  a  fh  anted  to  own  them  in  the  worft  of  times;  bur  arc  vril- 
Ifafc  to  ftek  opportunities  of  lhe*.ing  all  poflibfe  regard  to  them.  May  the  Lord 
be  o/  to  fuch  and  their  families;  and  grant  them  mercy  to  eternal  life  iu 
iJk  d  ,v  -  if  judgment* 


£ 


CHAP.  II. 

The  apoftk  dire  fit  Timothy  to  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrift  for  all  /pi* 
ritual ft rtnglhy  1.  Exhorts  him  to  take  care  that  their  he  a  fuccef* 
fen  of  faithful  minftersj  and  to  perfevere  m  his  own  work)  with  ton- 
fiancy  and  diligence  j- like  a  foldiery  a  combatant  y  and  a  hitjhamiman^ 
encouraging  him  hereunto  by  his  own  example^  and  a  ffu  ranees  of  a 
happy  ifftte  of  his  faithfulnefs *  2, — 13.  Advifes  him  to  guard  agaif ft 
J! riving  about  unprofitable  and  pernicious  u» ords ,  and  to  Jludy  to  ap¬ 
prove  himfelf  to  C'ed%  warning  him  to  foun  vain  bab  lings  cud  danger* 
qus  erroFSy  that  eat  like  a  canker 1  as  in  the  inflames  of  Hymcfitfua 
and  Phi  let  us,  and  comforts  him  with  the  thought +  that  never  ihekjs 
the  foundation  of  God ftands  furef  14,-19*  Tells  him  that  fever  a  l 
forts  of  profejfors  are  to  he  expelled  iu  the  churchy  as  various  forts 
of  veffels  are  tifed  in  a  great  houfet  20,  21.  And  charges  him  to  flee 
youthful  tufls,  and  to  manage  the  whole  of  bis  convcrjaiiony  uiidijtr;* 
and  zeal  againft  error ,  with  a  becoming  m t chiefs  cf  fp irii ,  as  vioji 
likely  to  be  fuccefsfu^  22* — z6 . 


Tskt* 

■*  my  hm,  he 

fboug  sn  the 
fcruv  l!ui  b  iu 
Orift  jefti*. 


r«KAPinU!E, 

i^'Ossjij£RiNG  therefore  the  things  that  have  been 
'k*1  mentioned,  (chap.  i.  15, — 1£.)  n:ui  the  danger  of 
taking  a  wrong  partin  them,  lot  me  intreat  you,  niv 
dear  fon  in  the  faith,  fellowfltip  and  miniftrv  of  the  gof- 
pel,  not  to  be  fclf-ctmfirkur,  or  trull  in  rhe  grace  you 
have  already  received,  winch,  left  to  i;fclf,  would  foon 
fail ;  but  to  have  a  conftant  recourfc,  and  go  out  of  your- 
il  lf  to  tbs  fountain  of  all  grace,  that  yoii  may  he  Jfrcng 
in  the  Lord  And  tit  the  power  of  his  mighty  (I'.phcf.  v;. 
to.);  may  keep  up  an  entire  dependence  on  the  :r.V?x- 
himftibic  fund  of  grace  that  id  t  reunited  up  in  Chrift, 
ycur  head,  and  in  the  free  favour  of  God,  as  redding. 


ni.uiifclUy 
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t  And  the 
thing*  that  tl-«o 
haft  heard  of  nit, 
among  many  wit- 
Dcifa,  the  JIiidc 

commit  thou  to 
faith  fol  men,  who 
fliall  be  abk  to 
ttqch  othCiS  alb. 


3  Thqn  there¬ 
fore  endure  h-irri* 
nefe,  as  a  good 
Jblditr  of  Jdus 
phrifl. 


4  No  man 
tbt  uarrtth  en- 
lan-kth  himfclf 

F3  4 

’■rith  eheaffiirs  of 

tbit  [  i  !e  ;  that  he 
may  pleafe  hliu 
uho  hath  choftn 
hi  m  to  be  a  fol- 

-  j  -  p 

PKf. 


manifefting,  and  exhibiting  ittelf  in  him ;  and  may  con¬ 
tinually  receive  ofhli  fulntfi gract  for  grace^  (John  L 

t6.) 

2  And,  fetting  out  in  this  ftrength  for  the  difeharge 
of  every  duty,  and  for  propagating  the  true  doctrines 
of  the  gofpeJ,  which  I  received  by  immediate  revela¬ 
tion,  and  communicated  to  you,  and  in  a  public  folemn 
manner  committed  to  your  truft,  at  your  ordination,  in 
the  prefence  of  many  witness,  t  according  to  the  nu¬ 
merous  teflimunies  that  are  given  to  them  by  the  law  and 
the  prpphets,  {Rom,  lii-  ar*)  take  beet)  that  you  tranf- 
mit  them  pure  and  uncorrupted,  juft  as  you  received 
them  front  me,  to  fuch  other  min  liters,  as  approve  them- 
feives  to  he  faithful  believers,  that  have  the  glory  of 
Chrift,  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  good  of  fouls  at 
heart,  and  are  well  furniflied  with  knowledge  and  ut¬ 
terance,  gifts  and  graces,  to  difpofe  and  qualify  them 
for  explaining,  proving,  defending  and  applying  the 
whole  counfel  of  God  to  their  hearers; 

3  As  this  is  the  nobleft  of  all  femces,  fpare  no  pain% 
nor  be  afraid  of  any  difficulties,  or  dangers,  you  may 
be  expofed  to  in  it j  but  confider  that  as  you  are  in  a 
ftate  of  warfare,  attended  with  many  fufterings  and 
hardfhips,  in  the  way  to  victory  and  triumph;  fo  you 
ought  to  acquit  ycurfelf  with  holy  refolution,  vigour, 
and  courage,  like  a  good  foldier  that  fights  as  a  volun¬ 
teer  in  the  caufe,  and  under  the  banner  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
the  Captain  of  falvjtion,  who  is  able  to  fupport  you  un¬ 
der,  and  carry  you  through,  all  your  roils  and  troubles, 
and  crown  them  with  everlafting  honours* 

4  According  to  rbc  obligations  of  this  chara&cr,  you 
fliould  give  yourfelf  wholly  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry, 
(l  Tim*  ivr  K*}  V  for  you  know  that,  hy  the  Roman  laws, 
no  man  that  lifts,  as  a  foldier,  into  the  imperial  army, 
is  allowed  to  fpend  his  time,  and  involve  himftlf,  m 


the  common  biifiueis  of  trade,  hufbandry,  or  other  fe- 
cular  employments;  hut  is  to  derpte  himfclf  eurirely  to 
the  duty  of  his  military  ftation,  that  he  may  diligently 
fulfil  the  or  Jets  of  his  general,  and  be  approved  of  him 
who  has  taken  him  upon  the  mufter-tolh  :  In  like  man¬ 
ner,  you,  as  a  minifter  of  Chrift,  ought  not  to  follow 
civil  callings  to  intangle  your  though  ts,  and  fwallow  up 
your  time  j  but  to  apply  them  tp  fpi  ritual  exerciies  fq 

the 


NOTE. 

f  **  Among  mpfiy  (2m  jtoaa »»  and  Gal.  ili-  ip*  ifni  h  Jo  rendered  here  ; 

.  jtzejhtfay)  properly  Hgnjiki  hj  many  wii-  yet,  M  tbii  it  an  exceeding  ri  re  con  Graft  too* 
heucs  ;  and  though  it  may  ftmecimes  h«  uo*  I  haveta&cu  iit  borli  this  and  the  other  mofE 

flcrftood  to  mein  em&xfo  bj  in  *  Cor*  i,  common  feofc  of  the  pppoficioDt 


ci>.  ii. 


5  -And  if  ■ 
man  aifo  firm 

for  malleries,  frt 
1*  lit  notcrnwiii'dj 
cKttpr  he  flrins 

J^wfuily, 


6  Tbe  huf- 
tandtntA  that  la¬ 
boured)  ngd  be 
firfl  ptfttkcr  of 
the  fruits* 


I  Goofnkr 
what  l  fay;  and 
the  La rd  give 
thee  under  (hud - 
int  in  alt  thugs. 


ji- 
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the  fervice  of  Chrift,  your  fovereign  Lord  and  King, 
that  you  may  acquit  yourfclf  agreeable  to  his  will,  who 
has  appointed,  called,  and  auihorifed  you  to  fight 
the  good  fight  of  faith,  till  you  lay  hold  oo  eternal  life* 
(t  7m>  vi.  i a*)  f 

5  And  as  minifters  are  called  to  various  forts  of  con- 
fli £ts,  (rfflisx*  22,  *J,  24.  and  PhiL  iii,  12,  13,  14,) 
if  any  man  enters  tbe  lifts,  like  a  combatant  in  the  Gr*-+ 
cian  games,  he  is  never  reckoned  a  vittor,  nor  crowned 
as  fuch,  mileCa  he  keep  to  the  ihiizA  rules  of  thofe  ex- 
ctcifes  which  require  great  p^ins  in  running,  wrdl- 
ling,  and  the  like  ^  fo  yon,  who  have  entered  into 
Chnft’s  fervice,  are  to  exert  yourfelf  wich  labour  and 
diligence,  for  overcoming  all  oppofers,  in  his  way  and 
work,  according  :o  the  preferiptions  of  his  word,  as 
ever  you  eipeflt  that,  vthn  the  chief  Shepherd  Jlafl  ap¬ 
pear ,  you Jhall  receive  a  crown  of  glory  t  That  fadeth  not 
jTUKiy,  (t  Pet-  y,  4*) 

ti  As  mmifters  are  alfo  compared  to  labourers  in  the 
Lord*s  harveft  or  vineyard,  (Luke  x*  2.  and  xx.  9,  &Ct) 
you  know  that  the  hu (band man  mult  take  much  pains 
in  plowing  and  fowing,  or  in  digging  and  planting, 
and  truli  do  this  with  patience  forfome  length  of  time, 
before  he  can  have  a  good  crop,  that  he  may  gather  the 
fruits  of  the  earth  ;  fo  you  are  to  be  laborious  in  preach¬ 
ing  ihe  gofpcl  for  the  glory  of  Chrift,  and  the  good  of 
fouls,  and  to  wait  with  patience  before-hand  for  the 
coming  of  the  Lord,  that  you  may  rejoice  in  the  day  of 
Chrift  %  that  you  have  not  run  in  vain^  nor  laboured  in 
vain,  {James  v*  7*  and  PhiL  ii.  16*) 

7  Pray  confidtr  fericufly  what  I  deliver  to  you  under 
thefe  figures,  that  you  may  look  upon  yourfeii,  and  be¬ 
have  as  a  foklier,  a  combatant,  and  a  huibahdinan,  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord ;  and  may  reckon  upon  hardthips 
and  labour  in  attending  the  fervices  which  belong  to 
perfons  of  all  thofe  characters  y  and  at  the  fame  time 
may  maintain  a  comfortable  hope  of  a  bkfted  and  gra¬ 
cious  reward  at  the  end  of  them  all :  For  in  this  way  of 
reflecting  on  thtrfe  things,  the  Lord,  as  I  truft  and  hear¬ 
tily  wifb,  *  will  further  enlighten  your  minds  in  all 

wifdom, 

T  E» 

cot  be  cpwncd  with  a  garland?  «  a  conquer¬ 
or,  ( fee  the  notes  on  1  Cur, 

*  **  The  Lord  give  thee  uuden  land  tag/’ 
(J^n)  u  in  the  Alexandras,  Cbranoat, 
and  other  good  copier,  (VU*  MU.  in  lac*) 
“  the  Lord  will  give  thcc  aiikrJhiulmg  i11 
(JiTd)  But  if  we  retain  the  common  read- 
™  yet,  11  Dr  Whitby  qbimefc,  (J**) 

per 


N  O 

f  In  this  pnd  the  it«$  vprie,  there  is  * 
pLiii  Jlofiou  to  the  Roman  law  of  arms, 
and  to  that  of  the  Grecian  games ;  qccuffl- 
ing  to  lfi  the  Brit1*  of  which,  the  foldfcr  vt?t 
not  to  eagige  in  civil  occupation^  (Vid* 
Grot,  in  bt,)s  and  according  to  41  the  lid,*’ 
the  combatant  was  to  keep  ftndly  to  the 
ftdes  ul  iht  without  v.hich  he  could 
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Ch.  ii. 


S  Remember 
that  Jefu?  Oh  rift* 
of  the  feed  or 
David,  was  rai~ 
fed  from  the 
dead,  according 
to  my  gofpd ; 


p  Wherein  I 
fuller  trouble  u 
■n  evil  doer,  r* 
-DC*  unto  bonds  ; 
but  the  word  of  i 
Cod  U  not 
Wood, 


10  Therefore 
I  endure  all 
things  for  the 
ckttsjrhc*,  that 
they  map  dio  ob¬ 
tain  the  £1  ration 
wluchit  in  Cbrift 
Jcftlff,  with  ctcr* 
jiid  glory* 


wifdom  and  fpiritual  underftanding,  (CoL  I.  y*)  to  make 
a  right  judgment  :and  application  of  them,  and  fo  hr- 
prefs  upon  your  own  heart  a  deep  and  abiding  feufe  uf 
your  duty  in  this,  and  ail  things  eifc  that  concerns  you, 
as  a  Chriftian,  or  a  mtnifter  of  Jefus  Chrift* 

8  The  grand  article  which  I  would  hare  you  con- 
dandy  bear  in  mind,  for  your  own  fupport  and  encou* 
rage ment  under  your  trials  and  fufferings,  ami  remind 
others  of  in  your  preaching,  for  their  converfion  asd 
dlablifhment  in  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  gofpel* 
that  Jdus  the  anointed  Saviour,  who  according  to  the 
fleflj  proceeded  from  the  loins  of  the  famous  patriarch 
David y  having  fuffc  red  unto  death,  as  a  iacrifice  for 
fin,  was  raifed  again  from  the  dead  for  our  juftificarion, 
(Rem*  17,25.)  according  to  the  glad  tidings  of  faivation, 
that  1  have  preached  and  confirmed  in  my  mirriftry, 
which  indeed  is  not  my  gofpel,  as  though  I  were  the 
author  of  ir,  but  a  d  Up:  n  fat  ion  of  which  is  committed 
unto  me*  (i  Cor *  ix.  r 7-) 

9  This  is  a  great  and  fundamental  truth, Ter  the 
preaching  of  which  to  the  Gentile r,  as  well  as  Js w,  I 
undergo  the  fever  eft  perfectitions,  even  to  confine¬ 
ment,  in  which  I  am  held  in  bonds,  as  though  I  were  a 
malefactor,  not  fit  to  livtj  and  fr»  am  prevented  pub¬ 
licly  prenchfid  it,  as  I  ufed  to  d'>,  and,  were  it  the 
will  of  God,  would  Hill  gladly  prrfift  in:  but,  bUffed 
be  his  name,  Tiis  word  is  not  confined,  or  ftm  up  in  a 
Corner,  or  hindered  from  being  proclaimed  and  made 
effectual  in  many  places,  by  others  of  his  Tenants,  ier 
bringing  in  multitudes  of  fouls  to  Chrift ;  and  it  is 
further  confirmed  by  the  teftimouy  1  give  to  the  power 
of  divine  grace  in  my  patient  and  joyful  fuflcrmgs  for  it* 

10  The  thought  of  what  has  been  already,  and  will 
ftill  further  he  done  by  the  power  of  Gud,  as  attending 
the  ministrations  of  the  golpel,  is  fuch'  a  comfort  10 
me,  that  1  cheerfully  fubmit  to  all  the  difUctTes  th.,t 
are,  or  cun  be  laid  upon  me,  in  lave  and  zeal  for  the 
fpiritu.il  welfare  of  thefe  whom  God  hath  from  the  he* 
ginning  chcfai  to  filvatton^  through  fan&iju alien  of  the 
Spirit >  end  belief  of  the  truth ,  (2  Theft,  ii,  13,)  tiut 
they,  encouraged  by  my  example,  may  alfo  be  induevi 
to  believe,  cordially  embrace,  and  boldly  profefs  rhe 
uuthand  excellence  of  the  gofpel*  notwittrftanding  the 

violence 

T  F.* 


n  n 

|}w  U  often  olcd  tot  (Jcr-i)  11  mill  give 
oi:d  fhc  particle  {p«p)  here  rendered 
very  randy*  it  ever,  bcari  ctat  icwic  ;  but 
U  «i  (ifcd  particle,  aod.  figDifit*  fir9  I  hive 


COnfklcrvd  it  in  that  view,  afl<!  r^t  gtanr^.l 
at  the  other,  duct  H  d^s  not  appear  <o  Jieo;- 
plctitre  i a  this  p lace,  a;  it  iumcrinutf  i*  ia 
irthet*. 
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tt  it  \t  a  filrti- 
fnl  faying*  For 
ii'  vc  be  dead 
\ifAi  him*  «e  frail 
uti^iirewi;h  him. 


11  If  we  fuf* 
«  r  fhall  Jib 
r^'ia  «irh  if**  ; 

if  deny  bim7 

he  ,'A:a  vJI  deny 
VI  ; 


1 3,  If  we  be¬ 
lieve  ru*tt  y ti  he 
jWrth  faithful  } 
he  cannot  di'Jiy 
h£.?<£ili 


violence  of  the  times ;  and  may*  in  this  way  of  God’s 
appointment,  arrive  at  an  actual  poffeiton  of  that  falva- 
tion,  which  _  confifts,  not  only  in  ?n  entire  freedom 
from  all  evil;  but  Hkewife  in  the  complete  enjoyment 
of  an  eternal  inheritance  of  all  podible  honour  and -de¬ 
light,  thalis  purchafed  by*  and  refer ved  in  Chriftfor 
them  who  cW  called)  by  the  gofpel)  to  tbs  obtaining  qf 
the  glory  of  our'Ltrd  jc/us  Chrijl.  (2  The  IT.  ii.  14.) 

n  This  decline  of  Chrift’s  death  and  refur- 
re&ion,  and  of  the  future  glory  of  the  ele&,  w^o  are, 
or  ihall  be  brought  to  be  Sieve  in  him,  is  certainly  true; 
and,  for  the  comfort  of  his  fuffering  fer rants,  may  be 
fully  defended  upon  :  Kjv  if,  in  conformity  to  the  cru¬ 
el  lied  Jc/’ust  and  tv  virtue-  derived  from  him,  as  the 
head  with  whom  arc  vitally  united*  we  be  dead  to 
fin  and  to  this  world,  and  to  lofe  our -mortal 

lives  for  bis  fake;  we  alfo,  in  comormity  to  him*  and 
by  the  power  of  his  rdvirrcclion,  thall  certainly  be 
quietened  and  railed  to  a  glorious  immortality,  to  live* 
in  the  heavenly  world  with  him*  (See  Ji!m  xi'u  25,  26. 
Rom*  viii-  xy*  and  1  Pet,  iv,  13.} 

12  If  we  patiently  endure  reproach  and  all  manner 
of  tribulation  for  Chriil’s  lake,  like  what  he  himfetf 
underwent  for  ours,  we  (hall  alfo  be  exalted  to  the  dig* 
<nity  of  Gtdng  with  him  on  his  throne,  as  kings  and 
prie/ls  to  Cod  and  his  Father  :  (Rev,  i,  <5*  and  Hi*  2t,) 
If,  on  the  contrary,  any  of  us,  who  profefs  to  be  hi* 
difcipies  and  fervants,  are  fo  terrified  with  fear  of  fuffer- 
ing  the  lofs  of  worldly  honour,  eafe,  and  enjoyments, 
or  of  liberty,  or  life  klcif,  as  to  deny  the  truth  of  the 
gofpcl)  and  call  o our  profeQxon  of  him,  or  to  be 
alhamed  to  own  him  and  his  caufe,  and  cither  dtiftrin- 
ally  or  practically  rimy  him,  he  will  alfo  be  afhamcj 
of  us,  ami  deny  that  he  ever  knew  or  approved  of  us, 
when  he  jhnll  come  in  his  own  glory  t  and  in  his  Father* 
and  of  the  holy  angels*  (Luke  ix.  26*  and  xiw  8,  9,) 

13  Whether  we  believe  this  comfortable  truth  on 
one  hand,  or  this  awiul  denunciation  on  the  other,  or 
nor;  yc:  he  who  has  peremptorily  affined  us  of  hotb  in 
his-word,  mid  is  the  Amen^  the  faithful  and  true  Wit* 
nefs,  will  certainly  perform  his  gracious  promifes  to 
them  that  believe  in,  and  own  him;  and  will  execute 
his  juft  threatnings  upon  apoftates:  It  is  not  confident 
with  the  perfections,  veracity,  and  immutability  of  hi? 
nature  and  will,  to  a&  contrary  to  his  fettled  declarsi- 
liuns  of  mercy  and  judgment,  with  regard  to  his  jiual 
proceedings  in  the  great  day  of  account ;  for  this  Tfrould 

be 


L 
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14  Of  theft 
thing*  put  them 
ia  Rmepibqncc, 
charging  fbmt  he- 
fore  the  Lord, 
that  they  flrive 
nat  about  worrif 
ti>  no  profit,  bui 
to  the  fiibyirring 
of  the  hearer*. 


If  Sady  To 
lhcw  thyfelf  *p- 
profednoto  God, 
«  workman  that 
seedeth  not  to  be 
aOumcdj  ri^btfy 
dividing  the  word 
4kf  truth* 


%9  Rut  frnn 
jDfaMind  nin 
babblings  *  Tor 
they  will  increift 

untomove  ungod- 
Giiefi. 


if  And  their 

word  will  cat  as 
doth  as  canker ; 
of  whom  !p  Hp 
tnentni  and  Phi* 
le:us  k 


be  as  impoflible  for  him  to  dot  as  to  deny  that  he  it 
God,  and  the  impartial  Judge  of  all* 

14  Remind  thofethat  you  mimfter  to,  and  introduce 
into  the  mini  ft  ry,  of  thefe  important  things  on  which 
tbeir  fatvation  depends,  and  which  it  behoves  them 
to  regard  above  all  things  elfe;  and  charge  them 
in  the  name,  by  the  authority,  and  as  in  the 
prefence  of  the  Lord  Jcfus,  as  ever  they  will  anfwer 
it  to  him  at  his  coming  to  judgment,  that  they  donor, 
indead  of  attending  to  thefe  fu  Miami  a  (ami  intereding 

things,  go  into  warm,  or  trifling  deputations  about 
empty  words,  like  Jewijb  fables,  and  genealogies, 
(1  Tim*  u  4.)  which  are  of  no  manner  of  advantage  ta 
religion  ajid  god  finds  ;  but  tend  to  puzzle  and  pervert 
the  minds  of  hearers,  and  turn  them  off  from  the  truth 
of  the  gofpel. 

15  Let  it  be  your  great  fludy  and  endeavour,  by  help 

from  heaven,  to  prefent,  or  yield  yourfelf  an 

approved  fervant  to  God,  that  you  may  he  like  a  good 
workman,  who  has  no  occafion  to  be  albamed  on  ac¬ 
count  of  negledl,  unflcilfulnefs,  un faithful nefe,  or  any 
other  remarkable  defeflj  and  that,  as  the  JemJb  pried? 
were  very  careful  and  exa£t  in  cutting  up,  and  fe para- 
ting  the  feveral  pans  of  the  facrifiees,  that  were,  or 
were  not  to  be  offered  ;  fo  you  may  ufe  the  utmoftcare 
and  good  judgment,  in  fe  par  a  ting  between  truth  and 
error,  important  and  trifling  things ;  and  in  gHng  to 
every  one  a  portion  of  God’s  word  in  due  fcafon,  with 
a  proper  application  of  its  various  parts  to  the  circum- 
fiances  of  your  hearers ;  and  in  cutting  out 

before  them  the  rijjht  way  of  truth,  holinefs,  and  hap- 
pinefs,  by  preaching  and  example,  according  to  £the 
gofpel  of  Chrift, 

16  But  be  fure  to  avoid,  oppofe,  and  turn  away 
from  all  irreverent,  deflUng,  and  noifv,  but  daring  and 
empty  difeourfe,  that  degrades  the  nature  and  peiicc* 
no  ns  of  God,  and  the  purity  of  the  gofpel,  which  too 
many  go  into  ;  For  fuch  ways  of  talking  will  tend  unto, 
and  fuch  talkers  themfclves  will  by  that  means  go,  (lilt 
further  and  further,  into  errors  and  practices,  that  are 
contrary  to  true  religion,  and  are  like  to  iffue  in  the 
height  of  all  impiety, 

17  And  their  doftrine  will  be  infe£lious  to  othm, 
as  well  as  injurious  to  tbeir  own  fouls :  For,  if  it  be  let 

alone,  it  will  fpread  in  the  church,  and  eat  put  the  vi¬ 
tals  of  religion^  even  as  a  gangrene,  when  It  is  got  into 
any  part  of  the  flelh,  ears  it  away,  by  degrees,  to  the 
dtftruQioa  of  the  whole  body,  and  of  life  itftrlf.  A- 
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mong  fuch  pernicious  and  ungodly  talkers,  there  are 
two  notorio.ua  ones,  Hymtneuj)  (t  Tim.  i,  ?o.}  and 
PhUetut  by  name ; 

Who  eon  bave  Pven  themfelves  up  to  -filch  prophane 

n’ltinn  Ihe troth  and  vain  babbling,  (ver.  J&)as  has  at  length  carried 
l.ivc  cried,  fiy*  them  off  from  the  truth  of  divine  revelation,  and  into 

ilifrtOiM  u* f  ft  tbe  n,°^  deftruttivc  errors,  relating  to  the  true  doCtrine 

of  the  refurrettion  of  the  dead }  they  affirming  that, 
rhe  faith  whatfoever  C  brill,  or  any  of  the  facred  writers  have 
«f  Kmc.  faid  about  a  proper  fefurre£lion,  it  is  to  be  taken  in 

feme  myfUcal  or  figurative  fenlej  that  is  over-pall  al¬ 
ready  in  this  world  #t  and  not  in  a  literal  fenft*  as 
though  there  were  to  be  a  real  refurre£Ho«  of  the  body 
in  the  world  to  come:  And  by  their  bold  and  fnhtie 
alien  Ions,  and  arg  wings  on  this  point,  they  have  fo-fer 
prevailed,  as  to  turn  fome  off  from  that*  and  every 
other  found  do&rine*  which  they  before  profefltd  to 
believe. 


i* Ncvertbefci*,  19  But  notwlthftamling  all  this,  the  fundamental 
r  icioutKiationor  doctrine  of  the  lefuncttion  of  the  dead  is  certainly  the 

IS*  toCSb  tTUtb  o(  he  havinS  fet  h‘«  real.  »  it  by  teftifying 

lUl,  Tte  Lo«d  his  approbation  of  the  apoftles,  as  bis  faithful  fervams, 
Liioweih  them  whorn  he  irtfpired  and  commiffiontd  to  preach  ir.  And 

LncrffyoMiiirt  notwithftandiog  fuch  melancholy  inflances  of  apoftates, 
Mrr.c-.ii  the  name  which  often  occafion  fears  to  arife  in  the  hearts  of  fome 
of  Chrrft  depart  f3ncerc  believers,  left  their  faith  ftiould  he  alfo  over- 
r»m  ui.quiiy.  thrown,  and  they  ihould  fall  after  the  example  of 

Others,  that  Teemed  to  be  much  greater  proficients  in 
Chriftianity  than  themfelvesjjyet  the  ground  of  fccurity 
to  God's  ele&,  {ver.  10.)  and  of  an  affiired  hope,  that 
their  faith,  who  are  built  upon  Chrift  as  a  foundation, 
and  have  a  principle  of  grace,  as  a  ground- work  of  fal- 
vation,  (hall  be  anfwered,  and  that  all  the  promifes 
of  the  gofpel  abide  firm  and  Heady,  f  lyes  in  the  eter¬ 
nal  and  unchangeable  purpofe  of  Gcd ;  it  having  this 
niottc,  engraven,  as  it  were  on  a  Teal,  to  confirm  the 
decree,  and  to  fignify  the  fafety,  fecrecy,  and  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  obje&sof  his  love  ;  Whatfoever  becomes 
of  others,  that  make  fair  pretences  to  religion,  the 

Lord 


NOTE. 

*  Alt  oonjeftores  about  i hr  fmfe  id  which  f  Many  are  the  bterprvtatioas  that  have 
Hyii'tncuf  and  Phiktns  held  u  th^tt  the  re-  been  given  of  this  “  foundation  of  Ccd 

11  formation  ii  juft  alftady,11  arc  fu  exceed*  “  which  Rands  foe  fbmc  rating  h  to 

inff  udotrUin,  wiihout  4UY  fiiffiulcnt  fvcnih-  mean  a  ”  work  of  (race,"  or  principle  of 
two  rofrpport  them,  that  I  cannot  pretend  holineis  fo  the  hem ;  gibers^  faith  ;  oihcri* 
to  lay  particularly  whar  it  was;  only  it  fee  ms  Chrjfi  i  others,  the  **  promift*  of  the  go1** 
evident  in  die  nature  of  things  that  they  pel;"  others,  tf  the  doftrine  of  (he  rc- 
te^d  on  fome  figurative,  politicnl,  or  fpt-  **  iiirrc£iion  and  otlidi,  M  the  do^rine 
riival  and  mvAical  meaning,  which  thry  put  e<  of  eklfioa;”  a nA  they  m  all  iuc  tided  in 

upon  the  words*  tniUpptont  and  evade  ihe  ihe  paj-pharafe,  while  k  priocjpiilj  [Vuks 

but  top  of  a  proper  rc;urr;tlb:j  of  the  bojy,  to  tiu  tft  of  them. 


2C  6 
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10  But  in  a 
gnat  koaft  there 
are  not  only  Tef- 
ftl&of  gold,  a>ii) 
of  Giver,  but  alfir 
of  wood,  and  of 
erth  ?  and  foae 

to  honour*  and 
tome  to  difh>- 
nogr. 


it  If  ■  man 

therefore  purge 
him&lffroxn  there, 
he  frail  be  a  vel- 
feJ  unto  honour, 
ft  reified  and 

meet  for  the  ma¬ 
iler's  life,  itn 
prepared  goto  c, 
very  good  work. 


Lord  in  a  diftinguifliing  manner  affeflionateiy  know*, 
and  everlattingly  owns  them,  who;n  he  hath  chofen  frr 

htmfeif*  and  claims  as  his  peculiar  property*  (fee  the 
note  on  Rim*  viiu  30.}  that  he  may  keep  them  by  his 
power  through  faith  unto  falvation :  (1  l\-t .  L  2,  5.; 
And*  to  {hew  how  infeparably  holintfs  and  eternal  hap- 
pinefs  are  conne&ed  in  the  decree*  and  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  it*  as  aifo  to  prevent  presumptuous  confidence* 
in  electing  love*  without  any  experience  of  its  proper 
fruits  ami  effects,  which  are  the  only  proofs  and  ratify¬ 
ing  evidences  of  it  to  ourfclves*  the  feal  bears  this  fur¬ 
ther  infeription*  Let  every  one  who  makes  a  profeffion 
of  Chrift's  name,  and  of  rruflitig  in  him  for  falvation, 
think  himfrlf  imlifpenfibly  bound*  and  accordingly 
make  it  his  great  care  and  concern,  to  depart  in  heart 
and  life,  and  keep  at  the  fartheft  di  fiance*  from  every 
kind*  degree,  and  mftancc  of  fin. 

ao  But  in  the  vifible  church  there  are  profdTbrs  ami 
vninifters  of  higher  and  lower  rank  ;  and  i'ome  of  them 
are  excellent*  honourable*  and  approved  of  God*  as 
thofc  whom  he  knows  to  be  his,  (vsr*  iyO  and  others 
are  mean  and  contemptible,  a  di (honour  to*  ami  riif- 
approved  of  him*  like  thofe  that  err  from  the  truth; 
{ ver .  18.) ;  even  as  in  the  great  houfe  of  a  prince  oc 
nobleman,  there  are  not  only  magnificent  veflels*  fuch 
as  are  made  of  gold  or  filver  for  various  and  excellent 
offices;  but  there  are  alfo  other  veflels*  formed  out  of 
meaner  materials*  fuch  ns  wood  or  clay*  for  inferior 
purpofes  *  and  fome  of  them  are  of  fo  great  worth  and 
fervice*  as  to  be  in  high  efteem*  and  refleft  an  honour 
upon  their  Lord  tfiul  Matter  ;  and  others  are  fo  defpi- 
cable  and  mfignifiCam,  as  to  be  of  little  or  no  account, 
and  unworthy  to  be  deemed  a  part  of  the  furniture  of 
fuch  z  great  perfonagers  houfe. 

21  If  therefore  any  one,  who  claims  a  fliare  in  the 
bleflings*  privileges*  and  favices  of  the  great  I^ord  of 
the  church,  keep  himfelf  clear  of  the  corrupt  teachers, 
errors*  ar.d  ungodly  practices,  but  now  fprcifitd*  (ver* 
16,  17*  18*)  he  fhaU  be  efteemed  and  found  to  be, 
whether  minifUr  or  private  Chrifiian,  an  excellent 
veflel  of  mercy*  (lim*  ir.  34,)  defigned  and  formed  for 
the  noblett  purpofes;  purified  and  con  fee  rated  to  the 
fervice  of  God,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft;  and  commodioudy 
fitted*  apt  and  ready  for  acceptable  employments  in  his 
Lord,  and  Matter’s  hciufe;  and  thoroughly  furniflied 
[chap,  in-  17.)  for  the  performance  of  every  work  and 
duty*  that  is  good  in  irfelf,  or  hy  divine  inftitution; 
good  as  to  the  matter*  manner*  and  end  of  ir*  accor¬ 
ding 


cb.  ii. 


a*  Flee  >lfo 

i  otithfiil  lufh  ; 

■ 

l.tit  follow  righ^ 
u  imCiicr^  faith, 
owity*  peacr, 
them  that 

tjii  on  ihs  l.crd 
Q  )t  of  a  pure 


A  3  But  fuoiilh 
;ir,d  uulca’ned 
question*  avoid, 
k  rearing  that 
Chry  ilo  gead<r 
fiiifltS. 


1+  And  the 
Itrviliit  of  the 
Lot'J  in  uft  not 
drive  ;  Inst  be 
gcotle  uulo  att 
P^n,  apt  Id 
tc4ch1  patient. 


15  (n  metk* 
nds  ■  inftruciing 
thoic  that  oppose 
themfelvcs;;  if 
Cod  ptrid  ven¬ 
ture  wit!  grve 
them  rcpenUnoc 

to 
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ding  to  the  good  rule  of  the  word,  to  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  good  of  his  own  and  others  fouls. 

22  And  as  ever  you*  my  fon  Timothy,  would  ap* 
prove  yourfdfto  God  and  your  own  confidence,  in  the 
difeharge  of  your  truft,  labour  diligently,  by  his  grace, 
to  fly  with  the  utmeft  fpeed  and  abhorrence  from  all 
irregular  indinations,  paftions,  and  appetites;  fiich  aa 
ambition,  pride,  felt* conceit,  utiadvifed  rafhnefs,  and 
fenfuality  of  various  kinds,  which  young  men  are 
prone  to :  Give  no  way  to  thefe ;  but  let  it  be  your 
fpecial  care  to  purfue  in  your  preaching  and  practice 
as  an  example  to  others,  (t  Tim*  iv*  12,)  the  great 
things,  that  relate  to  right coufnefs,  in  its  full  extent ; 
to  fidelity  and  faith  in  Chrift,  andin  God  through  him; 
to  a  charitable  and  peaceable  temper  and  behaviour  to* 
wards  all  thofe,  of  what  denomination  fcever,  that  in¬ 
voke,  worfhip,  and  adore  the  Lord  Jefue,  and  God  the 
Father  through  him,  in  the  fincerity  of+their  hearts,  as 
purified  by  faith,  and  purged  from  an  evil  con fcience 
by  the  Mood  of  Chrilh 

23  But,  as  I  have  already  ad  v!  fed  you,  (tier*  *6.) 
Lay  afide  all  inquiries  and  debates  about  impertinent, 
fruitJefs  points  of  comroverfy,  that  have  nothing  of  true 
and  folid  wifdom  in  them;  Do  not  intermeddle  with 
thefe,  as  being  affured  that  they  tend  only  to  beget 
quarrel  Tome  and  angry  contentions,  to  the  disturbance 
of  the  peace  of  the  church,  and  hindrance  of  the  fuc* 
ccfs  of  the  gofpcl. 

24  llut  it  is  no  way  becoming  any  fervant-  of  the 
Lord  Jcfus,  were  he  only  a  private  Chriftian,  much 
lefs  if  he  be  a  min  if  ter  of  the  gofpel  of  peace,  to  engage 
in  anydifputes  with  a  quarrel  feme  and  litigious  fpirit; 
fiuce  the  virath  of  man  works  not  the  righteoufnrfs  of  God* 
(James  i*  30,)  But,  on  the  contrary,  he  ought  to  be 
kind  and  courteous  in  hjj  behaviour  towards  perfons  of 
ail  charafrera;  fhould  go  into  the  moft  inollenfivc  and 
leaf!  provoking  manner  of  conveying  the  truth  to  them 
m  love,  and  with  clear  fcriptural  evidence;  and  he 
(liould  keep  his  temper  with  all  patience  and  long- 
filtering,  in  bearing  not  only  ihc  infirmities  of  the 
weak,  but  even  the  prejudices  and  untrafrablenefs  of 
thofe,that  do  not  immediately  embrace  the  dofrrine*  of 
the  gcfpel ; 

2;  Endeavouring  to  win  upon  them  that  fet  them* 
felves  againft  the  truth,  by  lenity,  ealmnefs  and  fweet- 
nefsof  temper,  as  well  as  by  tirengih  of  argument  ; 
and  fo  gently  inftiHing  knowledge,  as  a  father  would 
into  the  tender  minds  of  his  children ;  in  hope  thar, 

poffibly 


20 S  Tii  fennd  Eplftle  n  Tzmotht  faraphra/etL  Ch.  \u 

poffibly,  in  due  feafon,  God  may  convince  them  of 

their  error,  and  triog  them  to  a  fenle  of  the  evil  dan¬ 
ger  of  pcrfjfting  in  it,  and  at  length  to  rdinquifh  it, 
and  embrace,  own,  and  boldly  prufefsthe  truth  as  it  is 
in  Jtfus; 

26  And  that  in  this  way,  and  by  thrfe  means, 
they  may  awake  out  of  the  enfnaring  errors 
by  which  they  were  lulled  aflsep  and  intoxicated  like 
drunken  men,  and  in  which  the  devil  had  caught  and 
held  them,  who,  like  captives  of  war,  taken  alive 

are  in  his  hands  to  be  infhved,  domineered 
over,  and  ruined  by  him,  according  to  his  malicious 
will  and  pleafure,  who  walks  about ,  ds  a  rearing  liont 
fttking  whom  he  may  devour*  {i  Pet,  v*  8.} 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  need  hare  we  of  a  continual  recourt  to,  and  fttpply  from  the  fountain 
of  all  grace,  which  is  in  Chrifi,  for  the  performance  of  every  duty  !  And  how 
(Treat  U  our  encourage  .net  it  1o  depend  upon  him,  and  to  own  and  honour  h;m  ! 
For,  according  to  the  gofpei -account  of  him*  he  Is  railed  from  the  dead  ;  and, 
whatever  becomes  of  apoiUrcs,  the  ground  of  fecurity  to  God's  cleft  Hands 
firm  in  his  eternal  purpufc,  whofe  diftinguifhmg  love  knows  aid  owns  them,  and 
has  laid  upon  them  the  moft  powerful  and  endearing  obligations  to  depart  from 
all  iniquity.  They  that  bravely  fuller,  even  unto  death,  for  Cbrift  tn  this  world, 
Audi  live  and  reign  with  him  forever  in  the  next ;  but  they,  that  are  aflnroed  of  him 
and  hisgofpd,  lhallbc  rqefteri  by  him  .Whatfoeverwe  think  of  it  now,  he  will 
proceed,  in  the  judgment  of  the  great  day,  according  to  his  promifesand  threat* 
nings,  and  can  as  foon  ceafe  to  be,  as  falfify  his  word.  Thefe  things  are  worthy 
to  be  remembered  and  inculcated  upon  others,  juft  as  we  have  received  them 
from  the  great  apoftle ;  and  they  ought  to  be  committed  as  a  facred  tnift,  to  able 
and  faithful  minifters,  among  many  witnefles,  that  they  mav  preach  them  to  the 
people.  And  O  wkh  what  alacrity  fhoutd  they  endure  alt  hard! hips  in  fuIfiUtejr 
their  office,  as  goodfoldtm  of  jefus  Chrift,  and  as  wreltlers  and  labourers  in  bis 
fervice  ;  and  not  embamfa  themfelves  with  fecuUr  affairs  !  They  ought  not  to 
he  difeouraged  at  tribulations  and  bonds,  or  death  itfelf,  if  they  be  called  to  fu;- 
fer  them  in  the  caufe  of  Chrift,  and  for  the  fake  of  the  cleft,  that  they  may  be 
eternally  laved  together  with  thcmfclves.  How  ambitious  Ihoutd  they  be  of  be* 
having  to  the  approbation  of  their  great  Lord  and  Matter,  as  vefiels  of  honour^ 
Liuftijicd  and  fitted  for  his  ufc,  and  for  every  good  work,  and  as  judicious  and 
faithfuj  preachers,  that  need  not  be  afbamed,  for  want  of  Fkill  or  fidelity  in  mak- 
Jhg^Juft  and  proper  diftributions  of  the  word  of  truth  !  And  how  carefully 
fhould  they  avoid,  and  ft t  them  (elves  againft  all  ciw,  efpecially  fuch  as  lead  to 
fm It Jcfs  contentions  and  ungodlineffi,  and  are  fubverfivc  of  fundamental  article? 
of  faith  ;  and+  unlefs  put  attnpto,  will  fpread  with  as  mirehitvous  mlluence  as 
a  gangrene,  like  that  of  Hymeneus  and  Philctus  about  the  rcfnrrcSiou  !  The 
befl  way  of  confuting  dangerous  errors,  and  recommending  gofpet-iruths,  is  to 
abftain  from  all  vices  of  body  and  mind,  and  particularly  from  thofe  that  youa^ 
men  are  moll  apt  to  indulge  ;  and  to  live  in  :he  practice  of  righteoufnefs,  faith, 
love  and  peace,  with  all  upright  Chriftiam;  to  be  courteous  towards  all  men;  and 
to  overcome  oppofers  by  a  fweetnefs  of  temper,  patience,  and  forbearance,  joined 
with  clear  and  fcriptural  reafonmgs,  to  Inform  apd  perfuade  them;  inhop^thui 
God,  by  fchefe  means,  may  convince  them  of  their  Jin  &tc  folly,  and  bring  them 
over  to  believe  and  proiels  the  good  doftrines  they  before  had  oppofed ;;  and  fo,  by 
'  bis  grace,  may  awake  OLt  of  their  dead  Deep,  and  efcape  put  of  the  devil's  fhare, 
as  thofc  that  are  delivered  from  bis  will  and  power,  and  are  turned  To  God*  T he 
Lord  help  us  to  rtfteft  frrioufly  on  tbefe,  and  nil  his  faithful  favm^s:  afaJ  give  u* 
wsfdom  and  grace  to  make  a  right  improvement  of  them  co  bis  glcry,  £ud  cur 
own  and  others  good j 


to  the  aeknow* 
ledglng  of  the 

truth  * 


x6  And  that 
they  may  recover 
them  fel  vet  out 
of  the  toare  of 
the  devil,  who 
are  t^ken  captive 
by  him  at  hll 

will. 
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The  fecond  tpifite  faTlMOTHT  parapbrafcd. 


iea 
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M 

The  dpcftfe  foretells  the  rife  of  dangerous  enemies  to  the  truth  and  holi- 
nefs  of  the  gvfpet,  I,— 9*  Propcfes  his  own  example  for  Timothy’* 
imitdtiony  in  opposition  to  them ,  to* — 13*  And  exhorts  him  to  per* 
fift  in  the  doElrines  he  had  learned  froth  him%  and  from  the  holy  j crip * 
turejj  “which  are  of  divine  infpiration>  and  every  way  fufic  lent  for 
ihe^nobleft  pvrfofesy  14,-17. 


T  EXT* 

THrtknowalfc, 
that  in  the 

Uft  day*  perilous 
t\  me  j  mail  come. 


x  For  men 
fh  -11  be  fevers  of 
their  own  JHiree, 
v  uiu  0  r,  boaft* 
t7-t  proud,  blaf- 
1*1, cri?crjt  difobc- 
dieni  to  parents, 
unthankful,  UJl* 
U\y, 


3  Without  na¬ 
tural 


Paraphrase. 

T  Would  further  remind  you,  as  I  did  in  my  for* 
^  mer  tpifthr,  [chap*  iv.  t.)  that  u rider  the  gofpel- 
djfprnfmon,  which  is  the  lid  and  bed  that  ever  will  be 
fet  up  in  this  world,  days  of  exceeding  great  difficulty 
and  danger  (^rTJ|)  will. trouble  the  church,  not  only 
on  account  of  perfections;  hut  chiefly  by  teuton  ofTad 
corruptions  in  doftrincs.aml  manners,  us  they  already 
begin  to  appear,  and  will  gradually  work  till  thry  iffuc 
in  a  much  greater  apodaey  fiill,  toward  the  latter  part 
of  this  hft  difpenfation  *, 

2  For,  to  give  you  tome  figns  of  Ehc  days  I  mean,  by 
which  they  may  be  known,  A  fet  of  wicked  cnrnaily- 
vninded  men  will  arife  under  the  Chridian  name,  thac 
will  be  of  a  notoriodly  felfifli  fpirit,  aiming  merely  at 
their  own  fecular  interest,  honour,  and  eafr,  without 
any  regard  to  the  good  of  othets ;  infutiaSle  in  their 
third  and  purfuics  after  the  riches  of  this  world  ;  vain¬ 
glorious  headers  of  their  own  endow aicnts  and  advan* 
cages  y  lofty  and  arrogant  in  their  temper  and  behaviour  ; 
defamtrs  of  Chrili?s  offices  and  people*  doctrines  and 
ways  ;  undutiful  to  their  fathers  and  mothers,  reject*;^ 
their  authority;  bafely  ungrateful  eo  them,  an  1  L'ther 
benefactors,  and  above  all,  to  God  lor  the  good  things 
they  receive  front  him,  by  their  means ;  uufauitiEcd* 
impious,  and  profane; 

3  Deflicutc  of  all  that  tendernefs  mid  natural  affec¬ 

tion* 


N  o 

*  The  cormptiens  4*^^  *n  Cic  fellow- 
hip  vcrfcs  arc  very  reraarknbly  etfrinphffcd 
iu  thu  Romifh  church ;  in  their  irlhth  teen- 
ht  views,  firiJc  end  bJJjphcinics ;  in  their 
children's  being  unnatural!}  tvat  into  rnuna- 
Iferies  a:;d  nunneries,  femttime*  without, 
and  iii  others  wHhthecQufer»t"fdmrjtoWit^ 

it,  udEfcankifilnefeio  God,  *n4  to  the  princes 
ihar  raUfrl  iha  jsop«  to  tbeit  dignity  and  sru- 
thoritjrr  in  their  breaking  faitn  with,  and 
tdfe  accn&rfen?  of  tlicm!  that  they  till  iU- 
r;:ich  -  in  their  crcc!  pcrfccuifeus,  and  uni- 
urrouous  Ircitjy.cai  oJ  flicn  erd 

Y&l.  Y.  f 


T  E  S, 

in  their  ireiichery  deceit,  and  trriioron* 
aHitioi  ssoj^uil  princes  *  i*“?  heir 

inioirnt  anti  haughty  henavUnvr,  *tu<I  imlid- 
Hfitc  luxury  and  iiufewfol  p  features*  and 
inti  nulling  thcirjHvtt  into,  ccvn-np'.;^  am! 
frhlng  aw  the  tccrotfi  of  frtuilfeji  by  auricu¬ 
lar  co^fetlionS;  in  thdrpexvtriiiig  the  feith* 
ami  pretending  ro  miracles  1  and  this,  un¬ 
der  i'pecious  fovm s  oe  piety,  anti  cxtrrnul 
thows  of  dcvotioti,  iidtead  of  true  love  i<i 
and  godiind^  &z*  aljo  tlie  notes 
ou  1  'ritn.  iv.  1*  ;  Their  ii.  3,  4.) 


O 


CIO 
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Ch* 


n* 


tun!  affection, 
ti'ucc  -  breakers, 
fclfc  accufcr?,  w- 
nivncib  fierce, 
fL?!*P^cr£  ot  thole 
tluit  arc  good, 


4.  Traifors1 
heady  ,  Ut$U- 

mi tided  }  lovrff 
Of  plejfiires  more 
than  f  lovers  vi 
Ged ; 


$  Having  a 
form  of  gouibici*, 
lut  denying  the 
pijwcr  thereof  : 
Irom  i'uch  turn 
away. 


4  For  of  this 
£irt  arc  they 
vhieh  creep  into 
hou^,  aid  ^ad 
Cuptivc  ftlly  m>* 
men  laden  with 
Jins*,  led  a*ay 

with  divers  lulls. 


that  arc 
that  are 


tion,  which  is  due  to  mankind  in  general,  to 

near  relations  more  particularly,  and  from  parents  to 
children  raofl  of  all,  which  is  found  even  among  the 
brutes  thsmfelves  toward  their  young;  perfidious  vio 
laters  of  the  molt  fokmu  engagements,  promise  and 
contracts ;  falfe  accufers  Gf  other  men* 

like  devils  incarnate,  that  delight  in  unjuft  ca¬ 
lumnies;  intemperate,  under  the  power  of 

ungovernable  appetites,  lulls,  and  pa  (lions  ;  furious  and 
cruet  in  their  tempers  and  treatment  of  others  ;  without 
any  true  love  to  the  righteous, 

more  excellent  than  themfelves,  or  to  things 

good. 

4  Betrayers  of  civil  and  facred  trufts,  and  delivering 
up  even  their  neared  a-kin  to  rmfirries  and  death,  for 
ChriltT  iumcf6fake,  (Mat.x*  21,22.);  headflrong,  raih, 
daring  and  precipitant  (transit)  in  their  words  and  be¬ 
haviour;  puffed  up  with  the  pride  and  vanity  of  their 
own  minds;  entirely  addicted  to,  and  fond  of  fciifuai 
pleafures,  more  than,  and  itiflead  of,  being  well  af- 
feded  towards  God,  and  the  things' that  are  pleating  in 
his  fight- 

5  What  further  aggravates  their  monftrous  wicked¬ 
ness  is,  that  they  cloke  and  difguifie  it  with  a  fair  (how 
of  famftity  under  a  profeftion  of  Chriftian  religion,  and 
of  reverence  of  God,  and  with  external  forms  of  piety 
and  devotion ;  but  at  the  fame  time  are  utter  (hangers 
and  enemies  to,  and  pra&ical  renounces  of  the  life 
and  power  of  true  godlinefs  to  govern  their  beans  and 
lives*  Now  1  would  advife  you  to  have  nothing  to  do 
with  fuch  frlfc  pretenders  to  the  Chriftian  name  ;  but 
to  rejc£t  them  with  abhorrence,  and  to  keep  at  the  re* 
motiili  difhnce  from  them,  and  f*om  all  fcltowfliip  and 
communion  with  them  ;  Beware  of  them,  as  of  wolves 
in  (lieep’s  clothing*  (Mat*  vii*  15*) 

6  For  this  fort  of  people  are  very  fly  in  their  inlinux' 
tions;  They*  with  a  (how  of  innocence  and  extraordi¬ 
nary  holi nets,  (MaU  xxiii.  i4-)fecretly  wind  themfelves, 
like  tiaakes,  into  fuch  families  as  they  can  get  an  in- 
fcereft  in,  or  hopes  of  any  advantage  by,  that  they  may 
intrude  into  their  fccrets,  and  erercife  an  ablblutc  ty¬ 
ranny  over  their  eftares  and  confidences;  and  they  fur* 
prifingly  wheedle  and  enfnare  the  hearts  and  affections 
of  weak  and  *  ignorant  peopl/,  who,  like  thoughtlefs 
giddy  women,  under  the  power  of  finful  paffions,  are 
cafily  impofed  upon,  and  miffed  by  every  plaufible 

pretence,  that  foothes  and  flatters  their  own  corrupt  in¬ 
clinations* 


7  And 


cfa.  ii. 


The  fccand  EpifiU  paraphrafcd. 


art 


y  Ever  learn¬ 
ings  and  never 
*Uk  to  come  Co 
the  ku^lcdgc  of 
tbe  truth. 


B  N^w  as  Jan- 
ne*  -and  Jambrcf 
Vithflood  Mofes, 
fa  do  tbek?  alfu 
refill  the  truth 


faith. 


7  And  fo  they  are  always  running  after  every  new 
teacher*  and  hearkening  to*  and  imbibing  every  new 
doftrine  9  and  arc  fo  thfconcerted*  unfettled*  and  coo* 
founded  by  this  means*  as  never  to  be  able  to  attain  to 
a  clear*  judicious  and  fa v tug  knowledge  of -the  true 
gofpel  of  Chrift. 

8  Now  as  in  former  days  Janntx  and  Janthres  f, 
two  famous  magicians  of  Egypt  *  pretended  to  vie  with 
Mofrs  in  working  miracles*  and  fet  thcmfelves  up  a- 
gainft  him*  who  came  with  a  divine  com  million  to  de- 

men  of  corrupt;  ]ivcr  the  JfracUUt  out  of  the  houfe  of  bondage  ;  fo  thef- 

"nneem^g^the  Wfe  teachers  fct  up  thcmfelves*  and  their  errors,  with 

pretences  to  miracles*  in  oppofition  to  the  plain  truth 
of  the  gofpd*  and  written  word  of  God*  and  to  the 
faithful  fervams  of  Chrift*  whom  he  has  fent  to  preach 
deliverance  to  captives;  and  thefe  deceivers*  Kki  tfidfe 
magicians*  are  men  of  depraved  and  vktated  minds*  void 
of  judgment*  and  utterly  difapproved  (*J***y«)  and  dif- 
owned  cf  God,  (fee  the  note  2  Cor .  xtii*  5*)  as  to  every 
thing  that  relates  to  the  pure  doctrines  of  faith  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  gofpeUrcvcUtion  of  them. 

9  Bur  it  is  a  fweet  fupport  and  comfort  in  the  mod 
perilous  times*  (wr-  1.)  to  be  aflured*  as  we  may  and 
ought  to  be*  that  thefe  men*  though  permitted  to  pro¬ 
ceed  very  far  in  their  pretended  miracles  and  dilutions* 
are  under  a  divine  rdlraim*  and  ihall  certainly  in  God’s 
time  be  put  a  flop  to*  and  make  no  further  progrefs  \ 
but  {hall  be  entirely  confuted  and  overthrown  to  their 
own  con/uGon*  for  (***»)  the  folly  and  madnefs  of  their 
fmful  opinions:  and  their  methods  of  management,  (hall 
atlength  be  difeovered  with  the  pbineft  evidcnce.to  the 
whole  world;  even  as  the  Egyptian  magicians,  after 
they  had  made  a  fair  ihow  of  performing  fevertil  mira¬ 
cles*  were  at  length  defeated*  and  expofed  to  open 
Ihame*  and  grievoufly  tormented,  in  the  conteft,  which 
Mofetf  the  fervant  of  the  Lord*  bad  with  them*  (Exad* 
vii-  iz>  and  viii*  i9,  19.  and  ix.  11. } 

ro- But,  to  guard  you  again!!  all  fucb  feducers  and 
their  corrupt  principles  und  practices  of  every  kind*  I 
would  remind  you  of*  and  recommend  to  your  imita¬ 
tion*  what  you  have  feen  and  experienced  of  a  contra¬ 
ry 


0  Hot  tky 
mull  proceed  no 
farther :  for  iheir 
\M\y  ihdt  beau* 

uni  a  all 

as  lUirs  at- 
fo  was. 


1?  Em  thou 

hfll  fatly  known 
Dlydoft  ri(K>)D  a*  i- 
ncr  of  life,  pur* 
pofe,  faith,  tong- 
faKrriniJ,  cllAn** 
ry,  pi  tic  net, 

N  D 

-  f  The  names  of  JaooeE  mi i  Tamhrts  are 
not  mentioned  in  any  part  of  the  Old -Tel1- 
umeut ;  bat  are  found,  with  a  little  varia¬ 
tion  of  rpc!Ji“g,  in  Several  sot;m  Jfwifli 
writers,  and  Arcfpoken  of  as  tbe  princes  or 
cWc l&  of  the  magician*  :  Accounts  of  which 

*re  collected  atkrge  by  Ur  iiaevnund  hj  his 


T  E. 

notes  on  this  place,  in  the  *orks  of  the 
learned  Mr  John  Orejury  t  (Part  f .  Clap. 
15.)  And  fo  thcapoltta,  ai may  be  fuppofetf* 
takes  thtfe  inftanets  fivm  Jcwifh  writing, 
and  from  sheirown  authors,  that  were 
currently  received  by  people. 

0  a 
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PirdcU' 
lions,  a/Ui£liuni 
which  ClfflC  unto 
me  si  Antioch, 

ax  Icon  Him,  « 
L, vflri  ;  whit 

p  ■ 

jHirlcCUt  ions  I  en¬ 
dured  ;  but  out 

of  them  all  the 
Lord  dtdircrcd 


ii  I'ea,  and 
all  that  will  live 
godly  in  Chrllt 

jtfus  /halt  fudcr 
pcijcvutnm. 


ry.  ftrain  in  my  behaviour*  You  who  have  fo  much  at¬ 
tended,  and  been  fo  intimately  acquainted  with  me,  have 
fought  after,  and  cannot  but  have  attained  to  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  excellent  dottrine  according  to  godli- 
nefs,  that  I  have  always  taught  \  the  cotirfe  of  my  felf* 
denying,  holy,  and  religious  coaverfation,  agreeable  to 
it;  the  fmccrity  and  fteadinefs  of  my  aims  and  puifuits 
for  promoting  tire  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  fouls; 
my  fidelity  in  preaching  the  pure  gofpclof  Chrift  under 
the  power  of  that  faith,  which  Imyfelf  have  in  him,  and 
endeavour  to  propagate  to  orhtrs  ;  the  forbearance  and 
lenity  I  have  all  along  (hown  toward  the  weak,  the  ig¬ 
norant,  and  unreachable  i  the  love  Ihavefhcwn  to  God 
and  Chrift,  and  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  men,  whether 
friends  or  enemies,  and  especially  to  all  thar  love  the 
Lord  Jefus  in  flnccritr  and  truth  ;  and  the  patience  that 
I  have  exercifed  toward  my  mod  violent  oppofers,  and 
under  their  moft  furious  outrage  againft  nif\ 

11  You  have  likewife  fully  known  what  fevere  per* 

fecutions,  and  extreme  fufferings,  to  the  utmoft  hazard 
of  my  life,  I  have  undergone,  wirh  holy  fortitude  and 
compofure,  in  various  places  for  the  gofpel's  fake,  as 
particularly  at  Jnthcb  in  Pifidiat  (A xiii.  14,  45, 
50,)  at  lconmm%  and' at  Lyftra%  two  cities  of  Lycaoma^ 
in  the  lefler  Afi&%  (Acts  xiv.  2,  5,  6,  19  *.)  but,  as  you 
alfo  well  know,  the  Lord  Jefus,  whom  Iferve,  and  for 
whofe  caufe  I  fuflfer,  flood  by  me,  fupporred  and  pre* 
feryed  me,  and  delivered  me  out  of  all  thofc  tribula¬ 
tions,  in  the  lift  of  which,  namely  at  he  in  a 

miraculous  manner  reflored  my  life,  after  I  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  dead,  (ASfs  xiv.  ao.}  in  reflection 
therefore  on  thole  wonderful  appearances  of  the  Lord 
for  me  in  all  my  troubles,  you  need  not  be  afraid  offuf- 
firings  for  Chrift;  but  ought  to  be  encouraged  to  truft 
in  him  for  all  feafonable  affiftances  and  consolations,  if 
you  arc  called  to  endure  the  like. 

12  And  indeed  fuch  is  the  wickednefs  and  violence 
of  the  prefent  and  approaching  days,  and  fuch  the  ge* 
neral  corruption  of  human  nature  in  all  ages,  that  who- 
foever  are  defirotis  and  determined,  and  accordingly 
make  it  their  practice,  to  live  after  a  truly  religious 

manner, 


NOTE, 

f  ' As  Timothy  was  an  iohahiram  of  I.y-  feta  in  hit  own  town;  and  thf  epoftie  here 
An,  where  Paul  met  with  him,  Aft*  xvi  1.  4jj]ie:iU  to  him  about  Ik*  troubles,  not  only 
U  is  very  pro  hi  bio  that  hr  an  cyou'itntH*  at  btrtalfoar  Antioeh  and  Jcouitini, 

of  the  peopled  Honing  the  apnltle  therr^  Mil  as  to  one  that  had  folly  known  ihcro  upon 
they  ik’Ught  he  had  b««  d«d,  and  at  hii  the  fitrcft  tdtiirio.iy>  if  i rot  by  ocnhfdauoi!- 
■wondertuily  reviving  afterwards;  oral  Itaft,  'flraUt>u, 
ht  could  not  be  ignorant  of  [bole  no  tone  a* 


Ch.  Hi. 


ti  Bat  evil 
nxn  and  fciluccn 
want  a* .rfit 
and  wife,  tic- 
giving,  and  be- 
ii»g  deceived. 


i4  Rn*  confv 
rue  tluj«  in  the 
thin^whiob  thm 
h:ift  learned,  and 
hll  been  aflbml 
of,  knowing  of 
whom  fJifu  ball 
Wrnedj  ///.-w  * 


tj  A rti  ihat 
from  a  child  thmi 
hilt  known  the 
My  feiipmres, 
which  arc  able  to 
make  lhe«  wife 
iimo  fa J  ratio  a>, 
through  faith 

which  h  hi  Cnrilt 

kUis. 

■# 
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manner,  in  a  holy  profeffion  of  Chrift’s  name,  by  vir¬ 
tue  derived  from  him,  after  his  example,  and  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  rules  of  his  word,  they  will  be  expofed  to 
fuffermgs  for  his  fake;  and  fuch  is  the  appointment  of 
God  for  making  the  members  of  Chrilt  conformable  to 
their  head,  who  went  through  fufferings  to  glory*  that 
all  perfons  of  this  character  mult  expe&  to  meet  with* 
ought  to  prepare  For,  and  will  certainly  more  or  lefs* 
in  one  form  or  other,  undergo  perfections  from  the 
hands  or  tongues  of  the  feed  of  the  old  ferpent,  that  ie 
ever  full  of  emmty  again  (t  the  church. 

13  But  men  of  wicked  minds,  under  a  form  of  god- 
Iinefs,  and  feduemg  impoftors,  are  fo  far  from  fubmit* 
ting  to  fufferings  for  righteoufmfs  fake,  that  they  will 
flick  at  nothing  to  avoid  them,  or  to  bring  them  upon 
others  that  do  not  fall  in  with  their  meafures;  They 
will  be  continually  going  further  and  further  into  vio¬ 
lence,  and  wickednefs,  and  all  that  is  bad  in  principle 
and  practice,  doing  what  in  them  lyes  to  draw  others 
into  erroneous  and  finful  paths  \  and  being  themlilves 
wanderers  from  the  truth,  and  the  grcatefl  deceivers 
of  their  own  fouls,  as  will  mod  fully  appear  in  the 
general  apoftacy  of  the  fall  days  under  anu-chuftiari* 
powers. 

14  But  as  for  you,  my  dear  fon  Timothy  f  whatever 
others  do.  See  tlut  you  abide  petfeveringly,  ftedfaftly 
and  immoveably  in  the  belief,  profcfiion,  and  preaching 
of  the  pure,  uncorrupted  and  important  doctrines  of 
the  gofpcl,  which  you  h*vc  embraced,  and  been  fully 
convinced  of,  upon  the  il  rouge  it  and  molt  fatisfying  evi¬ 
dence,  as  knowing  by  all  the  figns  of  apoltlefliip, 
which  have  appeared  in  me,  that  I,  of  whom  you  have 
learned  them,  [chap*  i.  13.  and  di.  2.)  am  no  Ufs  than 
an  immediate  commiiTiyned  fcjvant  of  Jefus  Christ, 
who  have  taught  them  by  his  exprefs  command,  and 
by  fpecial  revelation  from  him  :  and  contVcjuctitly,  that 
you  have  learned  them,  by  means  of  my  minitlry,  from 
Chrift  himfelf,  v/ho  b  the  Amen>  the  faithful  and  true 
Witnefs ,  and  cannot  poflibly  deceive  you. 

1.5  You  alfo  know,  and  arc  very  well  affured,  that 
they  are  entirely  confonarit  to  the  divine  oracles  of  the 
Old  Teftament,  which  may  well  be  called,  by  way  of 
eminence  and  diftinclion  from  all  human  writing, 
the  Holy  Scriptures ,  as  they  were  indited  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  delivered  by  holy  men  about  holy  thing?:, 
(2  Peter  i*  li*)j  and  as  they  contain  all  the  principles 
of  holtitefs,  with  all  directions,  obligations,  and  motives 
to  it,  and  arc  adapted,  ar.d  bkilld  of  God,  to  make 


it  4 
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men  holy  here,  in  order  to  a  Hate  of  complete  holinefs 
and  happinefs  hereafter*  In  the  knowledge  of  thofe  fa* 
cred  oracles,  you  have  been  educated  from  your  very 
childhood  up,  by  the  diligent  care  of  your  pious  mo¬ 
ther  and  grandmother,  [chap.  i+  5-)  who,  as  excellent 
examples  to  all  Chriftian  parents,  brought  you  betimes 
to  read  and  treafurt  them  up  in  your  memory,  and  to 
confider  the  tntaning  of  them  f ;  which,  together 
with  the  gofpeSTevelation,  as  combined  in  the  New 
T^rUmem*  writings  now  extant,  are  fuch  a  comprehcn- 
five  fyflem  of  divine  things,  as  is  every  way  fuflieienr, 
in  the  nature  of  means,  and  will  be  effectual,  through 
the  attending  light  and  influence  of  the  bUffed  Spirit, 
to  make  you  emphatically  wife;  wife  toward  God  and 
for  your  own  foul  :  wife  unto  an  underftamling  of  the 
way,  and  taking  the  courfe,  which  the  wifdom  and 
grace  of  God  have  appointed  in  his  word,  for  obtaining 
eternal  life,  not  by  the  works  of  the  law,  but  through 
that  faith,  which  has  Jefus  Chrift  for  its  objefl,  and  is 
led  to  trull  in  him  alone  for  all  falvation, 
ja  A1)  fenp-  .  All  the  facreJ  writings,  both  of  the  Old  and  New 

^5  TeJUment,  are  of  divine  original,  as  God,  by  his  Spi¬ 
ted.  *r.4i i  pro-  rit,  directed  and  infpired  the  holy  penmen  to  deliver 

them  exactly  according  to  truth  ;  aud  they  are  ail  of 
great  and  excellent  ufe  and  advantage,  fome  in  one 
way  and  others  in  another^  either  for  revealing  import¬ 
ant  doflrints  concerning  God  and  outfdyes,  our  duty 
to  him  and  one  another,  our  date  by  nature  and  by  grace, 
and  the  whole  fehemeof  falvation  thro*  a  Redeemer , 
or  for  reproving  and  convincing  of  fin  and  error,  and 
of  finners  and  bickflidcrs  from  the  truth  and  holinefs 
of  the  gofpel ;  or  for  rectifying  and  reforming  what  is 


for  doc* 
trine,  for  rep!  oof, 
for  coircftiori, 
for  inftmetion  in 

rij>luecuftieft  : 


N  O 

+  T/r^  hih  frrfki&rtTi  which  Thmithr 
knfw  tVoJrt  a  child,  in  all  likelihood  through 
i*'C  osre  and  palps  of  \\i\  £00 1  mother  and 

yv,md  milker,  mwft  rd:rtr  to  tlic  11  Old  Tcf- 
i  -  incut- ft  rip  i  n  t  es ;  beciulc  y.  y\c  of  the  Sew 
Tcfta  ns  ent' writings  wc.v  ikencx+^nt  :  .And 
yet  theio  ^ort  iiifticicnt  to  (Vinkc  Mm  wife  to 
fi’.lvadoi),  doourli  frith  In  chi  lliiih  that 
ws  to  cot re,  V!1  he  rcvc:ilctl  ;  and 
when  the  New  YrtUromt  whs  added  to  the 
OU,  nh;ch  by  j-S  time  ac- 

qna’mitj  with,  they  were  fo  indent  to  make 
him  uife  tn  fr]  rollon  through  faith  iA  Jefus 
Chrift,  a*  thf  true  AlfAi/h,  who  had 
ly  appeared,  and  fnlfdhH  all  the  pans  ot  hrs 
cilice cti cEtth,  that  perilled  H  n  ss  itch: 
j\.id  if,  during  the  Rate  of  ihe  Old  Tcfta- 
rein:- clutch,  I  heir  Jet  iptn  res  were 
to  wiic  lo  jkfv^tjon*  thro'  faiLn 

:ht  pieauild  SiiCviii  j  jr.uth  more,  U*ro’ 


T  E*  - 

frhh  m  i he  a  eh  tally  exhibited'*  Saviour* 
mnfl  aft  the  mfphed  writia^s,  taken  tojr- 
iher  under  ihc ''Qfptt-rUre,  LhiTij;  ot 

the  New  TcibsTneni* writings  ha»ng  hem 
chtint  before  thU  epiftte  wjs  lent  to  Timo¬ 
thy.  Though  ihci'cfnrc  nn- 

douhlediy  far  e^cttdi  all  thftt  evtr  v.-tinl  Le- 
So  re  [t ;  m  d  though  it  onQ<H  be  faiJ,  thil 
*'  every  p^rt,f  of  icripuire  is  “  iibfolufrl/ 
lt  ncceltiry"  to  he  known  xn  order  to  f4**- 
ilon  j  yet  they  sre  ait  proti  table  in  their  pls^, 
a!^  ihfilSrdbk  and  inlpirtt!  writings  for  otcii- 
Jest  and  imporfjut  porpofci  :  ver.  1 6.  (See 
my  **  Standiii!*  Hie  of  the  Scriptures/*)  And 
nt>u/  **  the  whole  cannon  of  feripture1'  U 

comp Iraied,  under  divine  tnfpiration  of  the 

New,  as  welt  as  of  e li tr  <JM 7'efhmcnf,  there 
cm  Lc  need  of  the  addition  of  any  doc* 
liir.es,  or  precept,  to  cSiccdt  our  faith,  o: 
pr^oiL'C,  ;Uat  uJ'ti  1)0l  CCljUiiiCd  IT* 


Ch*  Vu  Tht fceond EptflU  /aTlMOTflY  p&taphrafcd  11^ 

amife;  or  for  dire&ion,  in  a  way  of  faith  and  obrdi* 
ence*  unto  the  obtaining  of  righteouftiefs  both  for  jui- 
rificatiort  and  fan ctifi cation,  that  we  may  be  accounted 
righteous  in  Chrift,  and  derive  all  renewing  and  puri¬ 
fying  grace  and  alii  fiance  from  him,  for  the  performing 
of  every  duty*  and  making  us  holy  in  heart  and  life, 

,,  That  the  J?  And  theTe  feriptures,  taken  altogether  as  eihibi- 
ii^tn  u  G<>d  ting 'Old  Ttflament-iypes  and  figures,  prophecies  and 

thmii^|/e  fu^  promifes*  and  New  TYlhtncm- light  and  accomplilh- 
n\ikai  unto  all  nients,  and  the  phintft  difeoveries  of  Chriil  in  his  per* 
good  wwk*  fen  and  offices,  and  as  prtferibing  duties  of  every  kind, 

are  a  perfect  rule  of  faith  and  practice  ;  and  contain  all 
that  can  be  neceflary,  not  only  to  make  a  complete 
Chriftian*  whp,  according  to  divine  appointment,  de¬ 
votes  himfelf,  as  fuch,  to  the  fervice  of  God;  but  alfo 
a  complete  minifter  of  Chrift,  whom  God  has  fetapart 
for  himfelf  to  declare  his  mind  and  will  to  others;  and 
fo  they  are  fuited,  in  the  nature  of  means,  throughly 
to  inflroA,  fit  and  furmfh  one,  as  well  as  the  other,  for 
a  due  undemanding  and  performance  of  every  good 
work  that  he  is  called  to,  relating  to  God,  himfclf,  and 
other 5*  " 


recollections. 

We  need  nnt  wonder  if  our  lot  be  call  in  perilous  times,  cither  through  the 
viohnee  vi  peril  cut  ions,  or  through  corruptions  in  doctrines  ami  mannera  ;  finct: 
the  word  of  God  has  foretold  them,  And,  ala^  \  How  many  fidfitli,  worldly- 
minded,  V'd n -glorious,  proud,  ungrateful  and  impious  profetTors  are  there  lit  our 
day,  efpecirJly  in  the  apoflatc- church  of  Rgm?  1  I  low  many  have  thrown  off  na¬ 
tural  aftt£lion,  and  all  obligations  to  filial  and  p-nvutal  duty  ;  And  have  given 
t  hem  ft  Ires  up  to  fa  Uhood  treachery,  Hinder,  rafhittfi,  infoknee,  ami  every  furi¬ 
ous  and  inordinate  pa ITj on,  and  fenfurd  p'e.ifnre,  in  preference  to  God  hiuifrlf  ! 
Ami  how  grievous  is  it,  that  any  Hiould  indulge  to  ail  this  under  the  mafic  ol  an 
external  profeflkm  of  godlinefs,  while  they  arc  averfc  to  its  power  in  their  heart:; 
and  lives  *  and  that  men  of  fuch  corrupt  minds  (hotild  artfully  mftniMtc  thtmfi-lvcJt 
into,  and  captivate  weak  and  ignorant  people,  who  are  governed  and  ndlkd  hy 
Jtcfiit  appetites,  and  are  perpetually  following  new  teachers  and  m-iv  ti-iugs,  and 
are  lb  difconcerled  thereby,  as  never  to  aMain  to  a  right  know-edge  of  the  truth 
of  the  gofpell  The  firducers  of  Lurh  arc  wicked  turn,  and  difii  hi  roved  of  Cod,  as 
utterly  deft  it  me  of  true  faith,  whatever  their  pretcncss  be;  and  therefore  it 
liehoEes  all  tmnifters  and  Chriftians  ro  have  ^inthin^  to  do  with  them  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  religion,  Welled  be  God,  that  all  their  to  the  gofp*]  U  nu*kr 

hi?  con  trout;  and  that,  thtf'  they  may  be  pern  lifted  to  r::rc  great  lengths*  they  at 
laft,  like  the  Egyptian- 
open  fhame 

great  apoltlb _ _  _  .  _  „ 

the  good  of  fours ;  and  in  Ms  faith  and  faithiblneft,  lemfy,  love  ami  patience! 
Though  be  fuffenwlthe  greateft  perfections;  yet  the  Lord  was  with  him  m  them, 

■  ^  h  h  _  **  Jx,  ..  '  ^  X  1  .1>.  +  _  ■  ■  .  % 


;  and  that,  tho:  they  may  be  permuted  ro  r::n  great  lengths*  they  at 

magicians,  flnll  be  confuted,  put  a  ft  op  to,  and  i  xpofoi  to 
But  0  what  an  engaging  pian,  ora  contrary  ft  vain,  h^r  we  in  the 
?$ d odxine ,  tc an n er  of  1  ite,  fl e  a dy  v k  w $  to  th c  li ono u r  ; if  C b ri ft  an d 


fill  in  the 

fro  a  the 


:  faith,  profiflion,  arul  praftice  of  tlud'o  thiinr^  iha:  we  haw  Lanicd 
apoltk\j  aud  other  facred  v-  ri'dngs  of 'the  Ok'l  anti  !\cv  Te'boin  T=f  ; 

f  I  *  ■  *  mrJm- 

A  *•  \  K 
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T'cy  arc  all  mfpired  of  Cod  ;  Parents  (hould  tarty  tench  them  to  their  children; 
and  they  arc  fiiflicient  to  make  us  wife  to  falratiou,  through  faith  in  Chrift  Jcfus, 
and  t(»  ^nf'wr  alitht*  pnrpoics  of  truth  and  holinds,  of  refutation  of  error,  and 
reformation  of  man  non,  and  ofiuftrgdlion  in  the  way  of  nghteoufnefs,  to  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  God,  and  the  falvation  of  our  «wn  fouls;  and  they  are  fuch  a  perfect  rule  ot 
ail  that  ?it a  he  IvJieveri  ami  done,  that  mini  Iters  and  people  may  find  the  whole 
compafc'of  tht  ir  duty  in  them,  and  be  throughly  fitted,  by  their  means,  (or  per- 
formids  it,  through  divine  hghr,  and  grace  in  every  infiance  here,  tijl  all  be  ci>m~ 
pitted  iti  a  better  world. 


CHAP*  IV. 

If  he  apojflc  mofl  folmnly  charges  Timothy  to  be  diligent  in  bit  minijlerU 
al  wort,  though  many  will  not  endure  found  dcftriney  1,-5*  Enforces 
the  charge  from  a  confide  ration  of  bis  own  approaching  marytrdem » 
which  would  have  a  glorious  iffuey  6, — 8,  deftres  him  to  come  fpeedity 
tohi?nt  and  bring  Mark  and  certain  mentioned  things  along  with  himt 
9* — 13*  Cautions  hi&  againfi  Alexander  the  copper  fmithy  and  com* 
plains  of fuch  as  had  deferted  him  ;  but  prays  for  themy  and  expreffes 
his  faith,  as  to  hit  own  prefervathn  to  the  heavenly  kingdom,  1 4, — 18* 
and  concludes  wit h filiations  and  his  ufual  benediction,  19,-2 1. 


Tskt, 

T  Chaigv  the* 
*  thcretoTc  hdore 

G  >d .  *  i'c 

Lord/rio*  Chrift, 

VL‘hii  flvdl  '  judge 
the  quick  and  the 
(fnt  a:  hk  aji- 
peiHng,  and  bis 


%  Preach  the 

voVd,  he  inllant 
jn  feafoe,  cut  of 

fti&a  reprove, 

rebuke, 

m 


Paha  phrase* 

OlNGE  you  arc  and  will  be  furrounded  with  many 
***  adverfaries,  and  arc  ftf  richly  furnifhed  for  main¬ 
taining  the  truth  again  ft  them  ;  and  fince  all  feripture, 
whiph  you  are  fo  well  acquainted  with,  is  of  divine  o- 
riginal,  and  of  fuch  extenfive  ufe  and  advantage,  as  has 
been  but  now  obferved,  ( chap *  in.  13,-17.)  I  folemn- 
ly  lay  the  following  injunction  upon  your  conference, 
with  regard  to  your  faithfully  difenarging  the  work  of 
an  Evangelift,  as  in  the  tight  and  prefence  of  the  all- 
feeing  God,  and  the  heart-fearching  Saviour,  (/fw*  ii- 
23.)  and  as  you  wiibanfwer  it  at  the  bar  of  the  Lord 
Chrift,  and  befo/e  him,  when  he  (hall  come  to  judge 

all  mankind,  even  all  that  (hall  be  alive,  or  dead  and 
raifed  again,  at  his  glqrious  appearance,  in  the  great 
day  of  account,  and  at  his  finiftiing  the  whole  defign 
cf  h'-s  mediatorial  kingdom;  and  being  revealed  in  all  the 
glory  of  hi&  heavenly  kingdom,  in  which  be,  as  God,  to* 
perher  with  the  Father  and  Spirit,  will  reign,  as  in  his 
cfTenU  il  kingdom,  and  in  which  he,  as  the  Head  and 
King  of  the  church,  will  reign  with  a  vifible  preemi¬ 
nence,  and  they  fhall  reign  in  and  nyi'th  him,  in  all  pof* 
fiblc  dignity,  grandeur  and  delight  for  ever  and  ever. 
(See  the  note  on  1  Cor .  xv-  24*) 

2  What  I  this  awfully  charge  upon  you,  as  with  a 
religious  oath,  is  this,  proclaim  aloud  and  with 

all  authority  and  boldnefs,  like  one  of  Ch  rift's  heralds, 

-  XH 


rebuke ,  exhort 
vith  nil  bng*fuf* 
tering  and  doc* 


tnnc 


Cfat  IT.  7Sf  Jiwad  to  Ti  MOTHT  faraphrafii*  Ilf; 

the  infpired  word  of  God,  as  Vis  profitable  for  doftrine  *; 
preach  it  with  earnclinefs  and  diligence  on  the  Lord’s 
days,  and  on  other  days,  in  times  of  peace  and  of  per* 
fecotion,  in  public  and  private,  on  dated  and  proper 
occafional  opportunities,  when  Vs  more  or  left  likely  to 
do  good,  as  one  that  fours  his  feed  in  the  morning  and 
in  the  evening,  not  knowing  which  fhali  profper,  (EccK 
*i*  6,) :  Apply  the  word,  as  there  may  be  occafion, 
for  reproof,  to  convince  galnfayers  of  their  errors  ;  for 
reprehending  Cnnera  and  backiliders,  to  reclaim  and  re* 
form  them  }  and  for  counfelling,  exhorting  and  encou¬ 
raging  believers,  to  go  on  in  the  way  of  righteoufneft : 

Infill  on  thefe  various  parts  and  ufes  of  the  word,  with 
all  meeknefs,  patience,  constancy  and  perfeverance;  and 
in  a  free  open  and  faithful  declaration  of  the  whole  coun* 
fcl,  of  God,  without  adding  to  it,  or  taking  front' "it, 
or  altering  and  corrupting  whatever  difficulties, 
trials,  and  oppofition  you  may  meet  with  on  that  account* 

3  For  as  already  there  begins  to  be;  fo  in  a  little 
while,  and  yet  more  in  procefs  of  time,  there  will  be 
perilous  days,  when  men  of  corrupt  minds,  as  I  have 
before  warned  you,  [chap,  uu  i,— 8,  13,)  will  be  fo  net¬ 
tled  at  thc.wholefome,  pore,  unrmxcd  doctrine  of  the 
gofpel,  that  tney  will  not  bear  to  hear  it ;  but,  being 
enraged  againft  it,  thro’  their  own  pride,  lufts,  paffions, 
and  prejudices,  will  fee  Lout,  and  multiply  to  themfelvcs 
fuch  fatfe  teachers,  as  (hail  tickle  their  ears  with  new 
notions,  and  unferipturai  difeourfes,  that  pleafe  their 
fancies,  ami  are  agreeable  to  their  otvn  vitiated  tafte- 

4  And  through  rhe  love  of  novelty,  that  will  gratify 
their  curiofity  ami  corrupt  inclinations,  they  will  turn 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  and  will  eagerly 
liften  after,  and  fondly  embrace,  every  vain,  empty, 
tiifling,  and  fculelefc  ftory,  like  JewiJb  fables  and  tradi¬ 
tions,  (i  Tim*  i.  4.)  ro  divert  and  amufc  thetpfdves, 
and  keep  their  own  conferences  cafy. 

5  But  as  for  you,  my  dear  fon  Timothy,  be  upon  your 
guard  againfl  all  fuch  tort  of  people  and  their  errors  ; 
and  watch  for  all  opportunities  of  confuting  them,  and 
eftablifhing  the  truth  in  oppofkion  to  them  ;  Watch  a- 
gain  ft  all  temptations  ;  watch  over  your  own  fpirit  and 
condo  ft  at  all  times,  and  in  all  cSrcumftariees ;  and 
watcb  for  tbe  fouls  of  thofe  that  are  committed  to  youf 
care,  {Hcb*  xxiu  17O  :  Submit  with  me  chiefs  to,  and 

fuftain 

N  o  T  R. 

*  Hctt  fonu  to  me  to  be  a  reference  to  thtitfftrs  feveral  paf]k|ffi  In  thii  verfc  m 
the  fever nfcs  of 14  rhe  i*«rd  or  fenpture,'1  paraphrased  io  correspondence  to  that, 
vhidi  had  been  f peciftcci ,  chap.  iiL  id*  and 


3  for  tbe  time 

•rll  comt,  *hco 
’•ill  not  trj; 
dure  f^und  doc* 
t;ine;  but  after 
t!*cir  own  lufts 

AaJI  rJiey  he^  to 

ihcmidvcs  teach'* 
cts  having  Uch- 
111-:  ears. 


4  And  they 

/tall  turn  away 
fheir  cars  from 
the  truth,  and 
(hall  be  turned 
uu  to  fables. 


j  Hut  v*tch 
thod  in  HI  dungs,, 
taduic  s  j 

0  >  ihe  wurt  of  Kit 

iruke 

full  proof  of  thy 

luimltrv* 


21?  72* feeond  Epifile  to  Timothy  paraphrafed.  Ch.  ir. 


6  For  I  am 
now  ready  to  be 
offered,  and  the 
time  my  de- 
picture  Isa i  hud. 


7 1  have  fought 
a  good  fight,  I 

hare  fimfhed  my 
fourfc,  r  hare 
kept  the  faith. 


fuflain  with  fortitude  arid  patience,  whatever  tribula¬ 
tions  your  adverfaries  may  bring  upon  you;  Notwith- 
ft  a  tiding  all  their  attempts  to  dilhearten  and  (Hence  you, 
go  on  in  tire  name  and  (Length  of  the  Lord  with  your 
work,  a$  an  Evangelift;  and  thoroughly  perform  ail  the 
parts  of  your  mitriftry  with  fidelity,  care,  and  diligence, 
to  the  conviction  of  gainfaym,  and  approving  yourfelf 
to  the  confciencea  of  true  believers,  I  give  this  as  my 
final  charge,  that  you  may  attend  to  it  after  I  am 
dead  and  gone,  and  can  no  longer  advife  you,  or  help 
forward  the  work  of  the  Lord  with  you. 

6  For,  to  idlude  to  the  Jewl/b  libations,  or  pouring 

out  of  the  wine  upon  their  facrifices,  (fee  the  paraph  rafe 
on  PkiL  ii*  17*)  l  am  juf^  ou  the  point  of  pouring  out 
ttiy  blood  as  a  martyr  fur  Chrift,  and  am 

already  willing  to  be  offered  up,  as  a  facrifice,  not  of 
atonement,  which  Cbrifl  has  perfectly  made  by  the  one 
offering  of  biftifelf  \  but  of  acknowledgment,  to  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  confirmation  of  the  gofpd  which 
I  am  going  to  Teal  with  my  blood  *  ;  and  I  am  fully  af- 
ftired,  that  the  time  of  uiy  diflolution,  (avxav*fsfj  when 
my  foul  will  depart  from  the  body,  and  from  earth  to 
heaven,  to  be  ever  with  rj;e  Lord,  and  when  my  body 
(hall  be  dHTolved  into  its  original  duff,  is  fo  near  and 
certain,  that  it  may  be  confide  red  as  if  it  were  actually 
come  to  pafs, 

7  In  this  fituarion  I  can  look  backwards  and  forward 
with  the  grcareil  pleafure :  In  a  review  of  what  the 
grace  of  God  has  done  for  me,  and  by  me,  I  have  the 
comfortable  witnefs  of  his  Spirit  and  of  my  own  con¬ 
ference,  that  !  have  been  enabled,  in  a  good  degree,  to 
war  the  heft  of  warfares,  in  tW  bed  caufe,  even  in  the 
catife  of  Chrift  agatnft  all  his,  my  own,  and  the  church's 
fpi ritual  enemies  5  and  to  behave  like  a  good  combatant 
agatnft  them,  and  like' a  good  foldier  ot  Jcfus  Chrift, 
with  courage,  fidelity,  and  fuccefs  in  fighting  his  battle, 
under  his  banner,  as  the  Captain  of  faivariou;  f  1  have 
held  on  mv  way  thro'  alt  the  trials,  labours  and  difficul¬ 
ties  that  I  have  been  called  to,  as  a  miniffer  and  a 
Chriftian  ;  have  run  with  patience  the  race  that  was  fet 

before 


N  0 

*  The  ipolllc  fptalc*  whh  confidence  of 
tfcU  44  departure  a*  at  hand,*1  and  mrjhr  be 
■fully  fltisfibd,  cither  by  itumedtete  revektio  r\ 
Vr  by  w4m  he  haul  obimot  of  Ncro'j  urn- 
period  behavMMr  in  )m  firli  ap.dogy,  vet. 

dr  had  heud  fiurt  shat  he  would  he 
^condemned  (a  doth,  when  he  (hem id  be  cai- 
led  forth  to  lake  hi*  fccorul  tml. 

7  The  rtnrn  lifci  jq  f hi*  and  the  next 


T  E. 

pdTage  are  ajonirtteal,  in  aJIufton  Jo  the 
com  kit  1  and  race  to  the  GrteUn  gamt«  : 

But  ^  the  life  of  miniftcrs  itvj  Chriniaos  is 
oficn  compared  to  a  warfare,  and  theapo* 
file  had  d  T  rtfhid  Timoth  y  to  “  cod  un:  bard - 
ct  nciy*  a*  a  good  foldier  of  jefrn  Chrift, 
chap.  ii,  $*  I  have  c^nfiderei  the  fir :t 
cLtuie  of  this  vetfe  in  that  allufiun  ilfr. 


Cb.  ir. 


9  Hmrcforih 
fljcrc  n  laid  «P 

for  me  i  crown 

of  righreouffreis 
urhU'U  the  Lord 

ihc  ri^Wtcoi'.s 

Judge  Hull  give 
me  at  that  day  ; 
and  not  to  me 
cT.*Wr  blit  unto 
them  alfo  that 
lo\c  his  appear* 


9  Do  thy  (liU- 

^ncc  to  come 
fhortly  unto  me* 


The  fie  end  Epijlk  to  Tim  ot  ht  partphrafid*  £19 

before  me  ;  and  have  now  in  a  manner  compleated  my 
courfe  of  life  and  obedience  fufferings  and  fer vices  ; 
and  am  got  juft  to  the  goal ;  And  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end  of  this  combat  and  race,  I  have  maintained 
the  purity  of  the  riofhtnes  of  what  may  be  emphatical¬ 
ly  called  the  faithy  (fee  Jude ,  vet.  3.)  have  lived  by 
faith  upon  them,  and  been  faithhal  in  profiling,  pu- 
blifhing  and  defending  them,  and  living  anfwerable  to 
them,  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  iny  own 
and  other  fouls,  ver*  8. 

8  And  the  rich  experience  I  have  had  of  the  grace 
of  God,  which  has  been  with  me,  to  adift,  animate 
and  fucceed  my  labours,  all  along  to  the  very  dole  of 
life,  (1  Cor *  zv.  to*)  raifes  my  joyful  hope  and  confi¬ 
dence,  in  looking  forward,  that  wbat  now  remains  is  to 
receive  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God,  {Phil*  ill* 
14,)  which  is  hid  up  in  Chrift,  and  referved  iu  heaven 
for  me  5  even  a  glorious  crown  of  Ufe  that  fadeth  not  a * 
wayf  (James  ft  12*  and  1  Peter  ft  4*  and  v*  4*)  and 
is  infinitely  fuperior,  in  worth  and  dignity,  to  all  the 
withering  garlands  and  crowns  of  earthly  conquerors} 
and  may  be  called  a  crown  of  right coufnefif  as  it  is  given, 
on  account  ot  the  Redeemer’s  merir,  only  to  righteous 
perfons,  and  confifts  in  the  perfection  of  all  righteouf- 
nefs  and  true  holinefs,  which  I  dial  I  be  made  partaker 
of  by  the  free  gift  of  the  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  the  impar¬ 
tial  Judge  of  all,  who  proceeds  upon  principles  of  righ- 
teoufnefs,  in  fidelity  to  his  proinifcs,  and  in  making  his 
rewards  of  grace,  as  well  as  of  juftice,  according  to 
the  rule  of  his  word,  by  fentencing  impenitent  Tinners 
to  everlafiing  punifhmem  fnr  their  iniquities,  and  true 
believers  ta  cverlafting  life  for  his  own  righteoufnefs 
fake,  at  the  great  day  of  his  coming  to  judge  the  quick 

and  the  dead,  (ver*  !*);  and  he  will  give  this  glorious 
crown,  not  meiely  to  me,  as  if  no  others  wece  to  be 
crowned  befides  nn*,  but  he  allured,  for  the  encourage* 
mem  of  your  own  foul*  and  of  all  his  lairhful  followers 
and  fervants,  that  he  will  certainly  vlu  the  fame  to  every 
one,  that  realizes  by  faiih,  and  with  pkafure,  and  fuit- 
able  preparation,  waits,  too  Its,  tongs  and  hopes  for  his 
fccond  iiluftrious  appearing,  when  he  will  come  to  he* 
glorified  in  his  faints,  and  admired  in  all  them  that  be¬ 
lieve*  (2  The  IE  ft  io<) 

£  In  the  mean  while,  left  ft  be  foon  too  late,  make 
all  pollible  Iratle  in  coming  to  me,  who  greatly  want  to 
impart  feme  further  in  ft  ructions  to  you,  and  fliouM  be 
much  comforted  to  fee  you,  as  being  now  in  a  manner 
alone* 


10  For 
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to  For  Demis 
hath  fnrlbkcn 
me^  hiving  Io- 
■Mil  ibis  prtTccit 
world,  and  is  dc- 
partcdunioThef- 
ialonia  :  Crci- 
«ns  to  Galatia, 
Tims  unto  Dal- 

4 


ii  Only  Lake 

is  with  me, 
Tuk«  Mark  an:] 
bring  him  with 
Thee  :  for  he  is 
protirahle  v>  me 
fcr  ihc  mtottfry. 


it  And  Ty- 

cMrus  have  I 
Iwt  to  £j>hefiis* 


13  The  doke 
that  I  left  at 

Troas 


iq  For  Demtiij  who  has  been  a  fellow-labourer  and 
might  have  been  of  fexvice  to  me  in  my  prefent  diffi¬ 
cult  circtimftances,  has fliamefuUy  deferted  me;  be  be¬ 
ing  afraid  to  run  any  rifle  in  owning  and  Handing  by 
me,  through  too  great  a  love  of  the  eafe,  honour,  fafe- 
ty  and  accomodations  of  this  prefent  in  [haring  world  ; 
and  he  of  his  own  head,  under  the  power  of  temptation, 
has  retired  to  Tbcjfahntca^  the  metropolis  of  Mttcfdonia^ 
where  be  hopes  to  get  out  of  the  danger  he  would  be 
expofed  to  here  f ;  Crefceus  is  gone,  with  my  approba* 
tlon,  on  important  affairs,  to  Galatia^  as  Tit  sit  alfo  is 
to  Dalmatic * 

ti  Luke*  the  beloved  p  by  Golan,  {Col*  tv,  4.)  is  the 
only  fellow-labourer  that  remains,  amlchoofesto  be  with 
me,  and  aftiflant  to  me :  And  as  I  (hould  be  glad  to 
have  the  company  of  fome  other  faithful  brethren,  I  de¬ 
fire  thut  when  you  come,  according  to  my  expectation 
and  hope,  you  would  bring  Mark  along  with  you,  (fee 
the  note  on  Col,  iv<  10.)  fox  he  may  be  of  great  fervice 
to  me,  in  going  on  meffages,  and  fubferving  my  mini- 
Aerial  work,  the  little  time  I  may  have  to  live. 

12  I  greatly  need  his,  as  well  as  your  affiftance*  ; 
for  I  have  lately  di  [patched  Tychicus >  on  urgent  occx- 
Cons,  to  my  friends  .at  Ephcfus ;  and  I  dearly  mifs  bis 
company,  who  is  a  beloved  brother,  and  a  faithful  mi- 
nifter  in  the  Lord,  {EpL  vi,  21-)  and  whom  1  have 
often  fent  on  errands  to  various  per  fans  and  churches, 
when  I  could  not  be  with  them  myfelf.  {AElt  xx.  4,  5- 
CqL  iv,  7*  and  Tit ,  iii,  12.) 

13  The  cl  etc  which  I  left,  when  I  was  laft  at  Treaty 
with  our  friend  Carfui*  might  be  of  good  ufeto  me 

here 


NOTES, 


■f  The  apoftk  Calls  Demas  hti  **  fellow- 
p  labourer,”  (PMlcnv,  ver*  »+.}  and  tpciks 
h jt  joining  to  a  faluutton  with  Luke  the 
Wovotf  phy^vian,  (Col,  iv,  14  )  He  there¬ 
fore  appears  to  hare  been  a  nitoiijer  *>f  ibme 
cd«m  fonnedy  with  the  apoftle,  but  a  man 
fit'  fry  timorous  and  worldly  a  fpirtt,  as  to 
forjiike  bin?  in  hit  difficult  circmnflunce,  un¬ 
der  in  apprehcnfioD  of  danger  to  himfelf,  as 
the  diiciplcs  did  our  Lord  m  the  time  of  his 
extremity:  Howcrer,  we  cannot  certainly 
conclude  tumcci  fling  hi  n>  any  mo  re  than  con* 
ctjninj  them,  thitne  turned  utter  apnfVate, 
Though  he,  as  wdl  as  they,  aftod  a  moil  un- 
becoming  unworthy  and  criminal  pa?r,  un¬ 
der  ihe  power  of  templet  ton,  and  of  too 
Aroug  an  attachment  to  lUU  Hfc-aud  hs  coiv- 
«srui;  accordingly  the  apoftle  lets  a  black 
smart  noon  him,  in ditlindion  front  Crefccns 

*nd  Titus,  of  whom  he  only  lays,  they 
war  inic  to  GaUrU,  a  province  of  the 


Idler  Alia,  and  the  other  to  Dalmatia,  3 
cn «mry  to  the  foot  hern  pan  of  [HyricD3>, 
(f:e  the  note  on  Rom*  <v.  r.)  to  which  pla¬ 
ces  he  probably  had  fent  them  on  fomc  mef- 
fages,  or  other  bufinds  of  conhderabie  erm- 
fccpience  Who  C«1«ns  was  U  quite  oncer- 
lain,  we  having  no  other  account  of  him  : 
But  as  he  is  here  mentioned  juft  to  the  fame 
manner  with  Titus,  it  is  pnJjahlc  he  was  a 
mtoifler*  and  flood  wok  ii  j  (he  upoHles  t* 

*  The  -particle  (Jr)  here  rendered  and^  is 
fomr  times  aula),  and  tranfliitd  firr  as  in 
Luke.jtiii  4(1.  Ad$  rii*  as,  1  The  IT,  ii,  ic, 
and  i  Tim.  iti,  j. :  and  thus  1  think  it  nuy 
betaken  to  this  place,  as  affi^ntog  a  further 
reafon  of  Paul's  defiring  Mark,  as  well  as 
Timothy  to  come  to  him;  or,  perhaps  he 
ftntTychicos  to  Ephcfus  to  fupply  Timo- 
t h y "s  pLrc,  wh^n  Ue  ihould  come  to  Ham:* 


n 


Ch;  W*  The  fecund Epijlle  te  Timothy  paraphrafed \ 
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Troas  with  Car* 
jiu&f  when  thou 
t  nncfl  ,  bring 

nd tb  tbtti  and  the 
tnokj,  bat  d]fC' 
<ul!j  the  parch- 

ai'Dlt. 

14  Alexander 
the  ot)ppcr*fmltK 

did  me  much  c- 
vii  :  the  Lord  re¬ 
ward  him.  accord* 

lug  to  bis  works* 


if  Of  whom 
k  thou  ware  aJ- 
i'o  1  for  he  hath 
graatly  with  flood 
uur  words- 


id  At  my  firfl 

an- 


beref;  therefore  I  bey  you  would  take  care  to  bring  it 
with  you,  frhen  you  come  to  me,  as  alfo  the  feveral 
books  which  I  left  there;  but,  above  all,  fz\l  not  ta 
bring  the  important  parchments  that  are  alib  itv  bis 

14  Alexander  the  Infamous  copperfmith  has  been 
my  bittet  enemy 5  a  moft  malicious  mftrumenr,  who  has 
falfety  accufed,  and  been  very  injurious  to  me*  (See 
the  notes  on  AQs  xix*  33-  and  1  Tim -  i*  20*)  I  leave 
him,  as  an  utter  and  irreclaimable  apoftatc,  to  the 
righteous  judgment  of  God  u  ho  will  call  him  to  x 
fevere  account,  and  recompute  tribulation  to  him,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  j aft  defert  of  his  evil  deeds,  when  the 
Lord  Jefus.ftiali  be  revealed  from  heaven  to  take  ven¬ 
geance  on  all  his  enemies  and  Impenitent  unbelievers* 
(2  TMf*  i,  6,— jj,) 

15  I  would  therefore  warn  you  to  have  a  watchful 
eye  as  1  have  had,  upon  that  man*  Avoid  him  as  an 
excommunicated  perfon,  (1  Thn*  L  20-)  and  take  heed 
left  he  fern  you  and  others  of  the  fervjnts  and  people 
of  God,  as  bafdy  as  he  has  me  :  For  he  has  violently 
fee  him  (elf  again  ft,  and  fliffly  oppofed  the  gofpcl  of 
falvation,  which  1  and  you  preach  to  all  forts  of  fin- 
ners,  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jetvs^  through  faith  in  Chrift 
Jefus* 

16  When  I  was  brought  upon  my  Grfl  trial,  and  then 

made 


N  O 

+  I  have  taken  the  word  (fimwnr)  in  ti*« 
foii/li  of  our  trail  flitors  ter  man  jt  a  clnke,* 
which  might  be,  either  the  pallium,  that  be- 
l-uincd  to  the  apoftle,  as  a  Roman  arizen  ; 
tn  air  upper  garment,  which  he  ufn*Uy  wore 
;U  inclement  fcifrus,  and  would  need  in  a 
cold  piifuu,  as  the  winter  was  coming  011 
libera  take  ibis  word  to  Jignify  *■  a  roll,” 
ird  othc»  a  “  bag,  bouk*cafe*  box, 
did!,**  or  feme  repofiiory  in  which  Pani'i 
boobs  and.  parchments  were  kept.  And  as 
the  ancient*  had  two  forte  of  hooks,  one  10 
the  form  of  leave*  and  pajjes  of  parchment, 
or  01  paper  made  of  the  Egypt un  Papyrus ; 
ar:d  the  other  of  like  materials,  rolled  up 
wfitn  laid  slide,  and  unrolled  when  opened 
for  nfe.  The  books  here  mentioned  feeni  to 
have  been  11  the  firfl,  and  parchments  the 
**  fecotuT*  of  ihefe  forts  of  hooks,  which, 
beoufc  tolled  up,  were  called  volumes.  What 
was  contained  in  them  Is  both  a  curious  and 
frnitJcfk  inquiry,  that  neither  needs,  no* 
can  be  fatisriert  t  But  as  the  ajiufllc  Ltd  fo 
particular  an  enopbafis  on  the  parchments, 
i,r>vc  have  conjcfturcd,  that  they  might 
It  the  volumes  of  the  Old  Tdhmcnt ;  o* 
the  c^py  of  Jiis  freedo  11  as  a  Roiu-a, 


T  31  $. 

which  might  hsve  been  of  me  to  Tiiiri  in  Tiis 
trial ;  1  mc  orijriii^L  f'f  the  cjiifies* 

tTj  t  h  ■  tv id  flnt  to,  or  received  from  tcvazl 
cknidt^s  v  !'::!»  be  would  hve  \u *]  hvV 
CuItoHy.  The  *tv>1\1c  that  fire  oide*cd  him 

r  * 

to  bvinj  thefr  cbmc*,  Out  then  l.y  %i  the 
han  :1s  »f  Oirpu*  at  Troas  -  A  s  1  his  is  1  be  uid y 
place  whcic  Carpus  is  've  Know 

litdc  of  hit  chtf^ic^cT  ;  ho:  he  ferms  tn  hare 

been  ilic  a  po^L’s  L  of  -  jt  i'wm,  and  a  faithful 

brosher,  In  '.vh^m  h^  pLcul  ^3  much  ennli* 

deuce,  ast:i  Ic^ve  th:rr's,  tor  which  he  had 

fo  great  a  valise,  u::iUc  h:s  cart 

^  The  knew  lij  immedi¬ 
ate  revcLfioi’.,  Ak  KaH A:r  a  mal> 

dons,  ohf*in.ite,  enemy  to 

Chrif;:anky,  wivjtn  tfod  h^il  given  up  ti» 
hardneftot  heiit:  ami  there  tore  if  hs 
precared  a  due  rew.vd  of  hU  hihjuiiy  upon 
him.  that  is  rule  f w  to  *h>  rite  like  on 
pcifons  nf  whom  we  cannot  isav?  tame 
ailunric;  :  Bu:  lome  copses  read 

L~r?  f jera reward  !dat  accurdir £ 

ut  tohiji  ^mk> ,,}  ("'/hi*  Mill*  i-J  Lt>r.^at»d  io 

it  is  !0  b?  Con^'diTed,  not  a:i  t  ^prccatinu, 
much  Li’s  zs  what  t;ie  L  di:l:r«i  i  Imr  jl 
pl  ioiL  of  what  svju'dct  iVita!/  hciJlhlm* 


222 


anfwer  no  mao 
(loud  with  me, 
but  all  men  for- 
Hook  mv;  lp**J 
Gtfdthat  it  nay 

not  be  laid  to 
Uirii  chxige. 


I J  Hotwith- 
ftandln^  *  the 
Lord  flood  with 
mt,  and  flcenf  th- 

«cd  me;  that  by 

me  the  preaching 
might  be  folly 

known,  and 
aU  the  (kAtifc* 

might  Hear :  and 
I  wu  ddjTcrcd 
oot  of  the  nxntc  h 
Of  the  lion. 


rS  And  the 
LonJ  (bill  deli- 
w  me  from  eve¬ 
ry  evil  work,  and. 
will  preferve  mt 

untn  hit  hnnn* 
ly  kingdom  £  to 
whom  bf  glory 

for  ever  and  ever* 
Amen- 


Tie  fee  on  d  EpiJlU  to  Timothy  parapirafid,  Cb.  Iv. 

made  my  apology,  (»«»«?■&)  in  defence  of  Cbtift’s  and 
my  own  caufe  before  the  emperor,  none  of  my  ChriAi- 
an  acquaintance,  that  were  capable  of  being  any  way 
terviceable  to  me,  had  courage  enough  to  own  and 
countenance  me,  or  to  appear  as  witnefles  on  my  be¬ 
half  j  but  they  all,  through  infirmity,  cowardice,  or 
fear  of  fullering,  forfook.  me,  as  the  difciples  of  our 
Lord  did  him,  when  he  was  apprehended  in  order  to 
his  being  tried,  condemned  and  crucified.  (Mat. 
sxvi.  56.)  I  heartily  with,  and  came  ft!  y  pray,  that,  as 
he  graciouAy  forgave  them,  and  brought  them  to  re¬ 
pentance,  be  would  forgive  and  recover  thefe  my  bre¬ 
thren,  and  not  impute  this  iniquity  to  them,  or 
deal  with  them  according  to  its  deferts.  (See  the  note 
ou  1 ter.  10. 

17  However,  while  they  through  weaknefs  and  fear 
were  permitted  to  defert  me,  the  Lord  Jelus  himfclf, 
my  almighty  fait  Friend,  who  is  infinitely  berter  than, 
they  all,  owned  and  appeared  for  me,  as  his  fervant, 
and  Atengthned  me  with  might  by  his  Spirit  in  the  in- 
net  man,  to  carry  me  above  the  fear  of  fufferings  and 
death ;  And  he  was  mouth  and  wifdom  to  me,  to  en¬ 
able  me  to  (peak  boldly  for  him  in  the  face  of  his  and 
my  moA  powerful  adyerfarics,  chat,  by  my  apology  ac 
Cefar'i  bar,  the  tenor  of  my  preaching  the  gofpel  might 
be  thoroughly  laid  open  to  the  whole  court  j  and  it 
might  be  thereby  evident  to  all  around  me  that  it  has 
no  ill  tendency  for  dilturbing  the  civil  government  j 
and  that  my  having  preached  It  with  fo  great  fuccefs 
was  not  by  human  aid,  but  hy  the  power  of  God  a$ 
divinely  am  fling  me,  and  giving  the  inertafe,  1  Cor. 
HL  6,  7,)  and  particularly,  that  all  the  Gentiles^  then 
prefent,  might  have  att  opportunity  of  hearing  the  glad 
tidings  of  filtration  by  Jefus  Chrift,  as  fent  unto  them : 
And  I  was,  at  that  time;  -as  wonderfully  preferred 
from  imminent  danger,  as  if  I  had  been  fnatched  out 
of  the  mouth  of  a  lion,  (fee  Pf.  xxit,  21.}  and  was  de¬ 
livered  from  the  rage  and  cruelty  of  Nero  and  his  a- 
g exits,  who,  like  a  roaring  lion,  under  the  influence  of 
their  father  the  devil,  fought  to  devour  and  ileftroy 
me.  ( John  viii.  44.  and  1  Pet.  v.  8.) 

i9  And  I  am  abundantly  encouraged  by  his  word, 
and  the  great  experience  I  have  bad  of  hia love  and 
care  thus  far,  to  truA  with  an  entire  confidence  in  his 
power,  faithfulnefs  and  grace,  that  be  will  keep  me 
from  doing  any  thing  unworthy  the  ChriAian,  or  the 
minifter,  to  fare  my  life,  or  to  get  rid  of  the  hotted 

per- 


Ch.  iv. 


The Jeamd  EpijUt  to  Timothy  parapbrafed. 


I 


j  9  Salute  Prif- 

cit  and  Aouita, 
zQd  the  ImuJiiriJ 
uf  Ouclijdioj 


la  Hr  alius  i- 
bode  ut  Corinth: 
bal  TrojihlflU* 
have  1  left  a;  Mi- 
kium  tick. 


ii  Do  thy  di- 
licence  to  come 
Ijdurc  winter. 
Euhim?&  pretteth 
thce,3nd  hwic.i*, 
;s*]d  J.inyj,  and 
GUud:i&,  and  ail 
(l>e  brethren. 


it  The  Lo?d 


pcrfectitions  and  terrors  of  mine  enemies  *  j  and  that, 
whatever  befalls  me  in  my  bonds,  and  in  the  ifliits  of 
them,  as  to  this  world,  he  will  do  what  is  belt  for  me, 
and  will  cfTeftualljr  fecure  me  from  apoftacy,  and  from 
doing  any  iniquitous  thing  to  his  diflionour,  and  will 
enable  me  to  perfevere  with  faith  and  patience,  and 
continue  faithful  to  the  death,  till  he  (hall  receive  me 
to  live  with  him  in  the  immortal  dignity,  grandeur  and 
delights  of  his  heavenly  kingdom  ;  To  whom  I  cheer- 
fully  aferibe  all  poffibk  honour  and  glory  for  what  he  is 
in  himfclf,  and  has  been*  and  w'll  be  to  me;  To  him 
it  juftty  belongs,  and  ought  to  be  paid  henceforth  and 
for  ever  more;  Amen*  So  let  it  be  ;  and  fo  1  am  confi¬ 
dent  it  will  be* 

_  + 

19  To  draw  towards  a  conclufion,  I,  as  an  aged 

dying  friend  and  apoftle,  fend  all  religious  fclu rations 
to  the  eminently  godly  and  benevolent  Prifciila  and 
AqiiiUy  who  are  an  honour  to  the  Chtiftian  charafter, 
in  the  conjugal  relation  of  wife  and  hufband*  (Sec 
the  notes  on  Acts  xviii*  26 ,  and  Rom *  xvi*  3-)  I  alfo 
fend  tbc  fame  to  the  pious  family  of  Qnejiphorus ,  who 
I  know  Is  abfent  from  home;  and  therefore  does  not 
fend  in  like  manner  to  him*  {Set  the  note  on  chap* 
i.  16*) 

20  Nor  da  I  to  E raft  us ,  the  chamberlain  of  the  city, 
(Ice  the  note  on  Rom,  xvi*  33  .)  who  I  alfo  know  is  not 
in  your  parts,  but  tarried  at  Czrinth  :  Nor  is  Trophimus 
with  you,  whom  I  left  fick  at  Miletus  in  Crete  %  when 
I  came  from  thence  ;  and  though  I  was  heartily  con¬ 
cerned  for  him,  I  had  no  fuggeiiitm, or  power  commu¬ 
nicated  to  me,  to  work  a  miracle  in  healing  him* 
(Sec  the  note  on  Philip *  ij*  27,)  Such  is  my  affection 
to  all  thefe  abferit  perfonj,  that,  were  they  near  you, 
I  fhould  defne  you  En  fahue  them  alfo  in  my  name* 

21  As  no  rime  is  to  he  loft,  and  travelling  will  be 
incommodious  at  inclement  feafonS|  I  eameftly  intreat 
you  to  try  your  urmnft  to  get  to  me  before  the  winter 
comes  on.  Our  Chrifthn  friend  and  brother  Eubuhts 
fends  his  affedtionate  refpe£U  to  you,  as  alfo  do  Pudens 
and  Linus  ^  and  Claudia,  and  indeed  all  our  brethren  in 
Cbrift,  that  are  in  thefe  parts,  and  know  of  my  writing 
to  you. 

22  My  own  hearths  dr  fire  for  you  is,  that  our  Lord 

and 


N  O 

*  Theapoftle  cannot  he  foppafeil  litre 
ra^n,  rhar  the  Lord  would  deliver  him  front 
hi’iedng*  unto  daih,  bccaulc  he  Jud  £dd* 
with  an  a  Art  ranee  of  his  dying  a  martyr,  fh^t 
the  time  of  hit  departure  ai  hand 


T  E, 

(ver*  d.)  But  be  v-'jls  confident  that  the  I-ord 
wocid  deliver  him  from  doing  any  linful,, 
unbecoming  tilings  contrary  to  faith  and  a 
goed  confidence,  ro  preserve  hi*  liftfj  or  cf* 
fuflerings  for  Cdriit, 


■ 

The fecmd Kpijlh  to  Timothy  paraphrased.  Ch. m 


Jefiis  Chrift  f* 

■■nth  thy  Spirit* 
Grace  U  with 
you-  Amen. 


and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  may  be  ever  with  your  fpiritj 
to  guide,  fupport,  flrengthen,  comfort  and  fanftify 
you*  And  my  benedi&ion  to  all  the  faints,  together 
with  you,  is,  May  his  free  love  or  favour,  and  a  fweet 
fenfe  of  it  in  aH  its  precious  fruits  and  efFefls,  conti¬ 
nually  abound  towards  all  and  every  one  of  you  (u^v.) 
In  tcftimony  of  my  defire  and  hope  of  this,  I  fay, 
Amen* 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

What  need  have  minifters  and  others  to  be  excited  to  theirduty,  m  ferions  re* 
flections  on  that  awful  day,  when  Cbrift  will  come  in  all  the  majefty  ami  glory 
of  Im  kingdom  to  judge  the.  whole  world,  quick  and  dead,  who  muft  then  give 
an  account  of  themfelves,  and  of  all  that  they  have  done  in  the  body  to  him  l 
Great  arc  the  difficulties  of  fulfilling  the  mini  Aerial  charge  in  which  Chrtft*B  fer- 
vantaare  called  to  watch,  and  endure  hardships  ;  to  preaxrh  the  pure  word  of  God 
in  the  who|e  eompafe  of  it,  on  aU  proper  occafion,  for  the  great  purpofes  6f  hi* 
ft  ruction,  rebuke,  comfort  and  exhortation,  with  all  Jongfufferings  and  patience, 
under  the  neglect  of  friends,  and  oppuiilion  of  enemies,  Butblefied  be  God, 
the  encouragements  of  thof",  that  delire  to  be  faithful,  are  exceeding  great,  ThoT 
all  men  Ihould  forfake  them,  the  I,ord  Jefus  hhnfdf  will  ftapd  by  themf  will  at* 
lift  and  own  them  in  rhtir  work.  !  will  appear  for  them  in  their  tribulations; 
will  keep  them  from  chuling  fin  ratherthan  fufferings;  will  ordinary  give  them 
delightful  reflections,  at  the  dofe  oflife,  on  the  grace  that  has  enabled  them  lo 
fight  the  good  fight  of  faith;  and  will  preserve  them  to  his  heavenly  kingdom, 
and  crown  them,  as  conquerors,  at  the  end  of  their  race  and  warfare,  by  an  act 
of  right eoufncfs  on  ht&owu  account,  and  of  faithful nefs  to  h w  word,  as  well  as 
of  mercy  to  them,  at  the  great  day.  But,  alas!  How  many  are  there,  who  lit 
under  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  that  cannot  bear,  but  are  fwayed  by  the  pride* 
corruption,  and  vanity  of  their  own  minds,  to  renounce  the  truth  and  bohntfe  of 
found  do£tnne,  and  to  follow  every  novelty  and  new  preacher,  that  pleafe  the  fan¬ 
cy,  inftead  of  profiting  their  fouls  !  How  many  others  are  there,  that  one  would 
hope  to  be  good  people,  who  like  Dsmas  and  other  profcITors,  are  too  much  in 
lore  with  life,  and  the  concerns  of  it,  and  fo  weak  in  faith,  and  fo  much  under 
the  power  of  temptation,  as  to  be  afraid  and  afhamed  toappear  openly  for  Chri  It, 
and  for  his  moft  eminent  fervauts,  in  times  of  danger!  The  good  Lord  pardon 
all  fuchj  md  recover  them  to  a  better  and  more  courageous  fpirit !  But  as  tothofe 
apparently  malicious,  obftinate  and  incorrigible  enemies  to  Chrift,  and  to  our- 
fclves  for  his  fake,  there  is  little  or  no  mom  to  hope,  but  that  he  will  reward  them 
according  to  the  due  defect  of  their  wicked  works;  In  the  meart  while,  we  ought 
tobe  upon  our  guard  again  ft  them,  left  we  be  injured  by  them  in  our  religious 
principles,  manners  and  views*  But  O  happy  fools  I  that  ftncerely  and  affec¬ 
tionately  lore  Cbrift,  and  rejoice  In  the  thoughts  of  Jiis  one  day  appearing,  like 
himfrff,  in  all  his  glory,  and  ihat  teflify  their  love  to  him  in  doing  all  they  canto 
promote  his  caufe.  They  as  well  as  his  mini  firing  fervants,  fhall  receive  a  crown 
of  life  in  the  day  of  judgment.  With  what  cordial  a  flexion  then  Ihould  they  greet 
one  another,  as  Chri  Ilian -brethren  !  And  bow  earneftly  with  and  pray*  that  the 
Lord  may  be  with  their  Ipirits;  and  that  Ids  grace,  which  U  fufticicnt  for  them, 
may  be  manifefted  to  and  in  them,  and  perform  all  things  for  them  1  In  like  re* 
turns  of  brotherly  love*  let  every  one  &y,  Amen* 
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In  the  Form  of  a  Paraphrase. 


The  Preface  to  the  Epistle  to  TITUS. 

THIS  EpLftie  to  Titus  is  molt  generally  thought  to  have  been 
wrote  after  the  firfi,  and  before  the  fecond  to  Timothy  $  tho* 
they  (being  wrote  to  the  fame  perfon)  are  put  together  in  the 
collection  of  the  fa  c  red  canon.  They  were  formed  for  the  direction  of 
Timothy,  and  this  of  Titus,  as  Evangelifts,  that  were  alfiftant  to  the 
apoflle,  and  watered  the  churches  which  he  had  planted j  and  there¬ 
fore  the  tenor  and  ftile  (as  was  to  be  expeCted)  are  much  alike  in  this 
and  tbofe,  eipecially  the  JirJl  of  them,  which  ca(t  a  good  deal  of  light 
upon  one  another  %  and  are  worthy  the  ferious  attention  of  all  the  mi- 
miters  of  the  gofpel,  and  New  Teft  ament-churches  of  every  age,  for 
whole  ufe  they  were  ultimately  deligned,  as  far  as  there  might  be  any 
thing  common,  or  Gmllar,  in  their  refpe&ive  circum (lances. 

Titus  was  an  early  Gentile  convert,  {Gal.  ii.  3.)  probably  under  ths 
apolUe  PavPi  miniftry,  who,  in  language  like  that  to  Timothy ,  calls 
him  bis  oasts  [on  in  the  common  faith,  (chap.  i.  4.)  i  And  having  for  a. 
con Gderablc  time  tried,  and  found  him  to  be  diligent  and  faithful  in 
the  improvement  of  the  fpi ritual  gifts  that  were  communicated  to  him, 
in  all  likelihood  by  the  impofition  of  the  apoftle’s  own  hands,  he  at 
length  advanced  him  from  the  ftate  of  a  private  Cbriflian,  or  ordinary 
minifter,  to  the  high  rank  of  an  Evangelili  j  and  left  the  care  of  tbe 
churches  to  him  at  Crete,  that  had  been  planted  in  feveral  of  its  towns, 
or  cities,  by  the  apoftle  himfelf. 

The  particular  time  of  the  comrerGon  of  the  Cretians ,  and  of  the 
apofile's  leaving  Titus  with  them,  which  is  refered  to,  chap.  j.  y.  and 
in  what  particular1  year  of  our  Lord,  as  alfo  from  whence,  and  by  what 
Vol.  V.  t  P  tnejettger. 
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mejfcnger  tiiis  enisle  was  fent,  is  variously  difputed  by  the  Teamed 
with  great  uncertainty;  and,  as  far  as  I  fee,  to  little  profit:  But  itap* 
pears  from  chap*  i.  5.  and  iii*  12.  to  be  part  difpuie,  that  it  was  wrote 
by  the  apoflle  Paul  to  Tifust  while  he  was  at  liberty,  and  Titus  was 
doing  the  work  of  an  evangelift  at  Cretcy  which  is  all  that  is  ne- 
CtfTi? y  for  eftablilhing  our  belief  of  its  divine  authority, 

Cnte%  which  is  now  called  Candiay  from  the  name  of  irs  principal 
city,  and  is  under  the  dominion  of  the  Turks,,  is  one  of  the  fined  i Hands 
for  fize,  air,  and  foil  in  the  Mediterranean  \  but  its  ancient  natives 
were  infamous  to  a  proverb  for  lying  \  and  were  much  addi£ied  to  ft* 
vend  other  vices*  according  to  the  account  that  Ephncmdesy  one  of 
their  own  celebtated  poets,  gave  of  them,  which  the  apoftlc  nccites, 
and  calls  a  true  one,  chap*  i*  12*  And  as  there  v/ere  very  a&ive  Ju- 
daizing  Chnlkians  among  the  converts  of  this  ifland,  it  is  not  much  to 
be  wondered  at,  that  a  people  of  fo  bad  a  csnjiitzttfonal  temper,  and  lb 
lately  brought  to  the  faith  of  Chriil,  were  in  danger  of  being  enfna- 
red  by  their  artful  iiifiiiunuons :  And  as  too  many  of  them  had  ben* 
perverted  by  their  means,  and  adverfaries  ro  the  pure  gofpel  were  fill! 
very  bufy  among  them,  the  a  pottle  fent  this  epitt:c  to  furnifh  Titus 
with  fome  farther  directions  how  to  behave  in  that  critical  fituarion, 
than  he  had  given  while  he  was  with  him,  and  before  any  thing  of 
that  kind  had  appeared  among  them. 

After  the  iutrodu£tinn,  in  which  he  attefls  his  own  apottolic  autho¬ 
rity  to  give  a  divine  fimfhi on  to  wliat.he  wrote,  rather  for  obviating 
objections- to- TVj'fr/s  a£ling  according  to  it,  than  for  his  own  fatisfac* 
non,  who  could  have  no  doubt  about  it ;  he  reminds  him,  that  the 
chief  defign  of  his  leaving  him  at  Crete  was  to  carry  on  the  begun 
work  of  God,  and  ordain  faithful  and  able  pallors  of  the  churches  there, 
whofe  qualifications  be  deferibes  much  in  the  fame  manner  as  in 
T  iii.  2, — 7.  And  wbufe  alfiftance  would  be  needful  to  confute  the 
judai2ii:g  deceivers,  that  were  labouring  to  corrupt  the  faith  and  holi- 
ucfc  of  the  pcfpeh  Chap.  i.  Then  in  QppoUtion  to  thole  ftickWs  for 
ceremonial  rites,  I12  adrifes  Titus  to  preach  with  fuch  authority  in  the 
name  of  Chritt  asfliould  raife  him  above  contempt;  and  to-  rccom* 
mend,  by  his  own  example,  fuch  a  religious  and  moral  behaviour  of 
vour.gerznd  older  believers  of  both  fexes,  as,  (uiuble  to  their  refpec- 
rive  ages,  might  be  becoming  found  doflrme,  and  perfons  proMTtng 
gediinefs :  And,  in  oppofition  to  thofe,  that  would  cancel  the  obliga¬ 
tion  of  ChrUtian  fervants  to  ihcir  unbelieving  matters,  he  bids  him  ex¬ 
hort  thee  to  behave  with  good-humour  ana  faithful uefs,  in  fulfilling 
the  duties  of  their  relation  to  them,  for  the  credit  of  thegofpel,  which 
teaches  all  hofinefs  in  every  ttation  of  life,  and  encourages  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  it  by  the  joyful  hopes  of  perfect  hap  pi  fiefs  at  Chrift’a  glorious 
appearing ;  and  (hews  that  the  very  end  ol  his  redemption  was  xo  pu¬ 
rify  to  bimfelf  a  peculiar  people  zealous  of  good  works,  chap*-  it*  and 
in  oppofition  to  thofe  that  were  for  paying  >io- regard  to  heathen  ma¬ 
gi  fixates,  he  recommends  it  to  Titus  y  to  remind  all  forts  of  profefling 
Chriftiansof  their  obligations  to  be  obedient  to  their  civil  governors  ; 


Ctu  i*  The  Epifile  to  Titus  paraphrafed*  Hf 

to  be  ready  to  every  good  work  ;  to  be  inoffenfivc  and  courteous  toward 
people  of  all  ranks  |*nd  characters;  and  enforces  this  from  conGdera* 
tions  of  what  they  themfelvcs  were  in  their  natural  (tale*  ami  of  the 
happy  change  that  was  made  upon  them,  by  the  regenerating  grace 
of  the  Holy  Spirit*  and  their  juftification  to  eternal  life*  Thefe  77m 
was  to  in  lift  upon,  as  the  moft  powerful  and  evangelical  motives  to 
believers  to  a£i  up  to- character,  in  practifing  every  thing  that  is  good 
in  itffclf,  aiid  lifeful  toothers  ;  and  was  to  avoid  the  empty,  vain-jang- 
ling  difputts  of  judaizers,  and  tokefpeft  felf* condemned  heretics,  after 
a  firft  and  fecund  admonition.  Having  now  finiflied  the  main  body 
of  his  epiftlc,  he  adds  an  order  for  Titus  to  come  to  him  at  J\Iieopoiisf 
where  he  propofed  to  fpend  the  winter;  and  to  provide  ail  proper  ac¬ 
commodations  for  Zenas  and  Apollosy  whom  he  was  to  take  m  his  way 
to  him:  And  concludes  with  a  general  exhortation  to  all  the  profeffors 
of  Chrift’s  name,  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  their  places  ;  with  fajuta- 
tions  to  Titus  9  and  to  their  Chriftian  friends,  and  with  his  apoftofic 
benediction  to  them  all*  Chap,  iii* 


* 


* 
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The  apqfile  afjeris  hit  character,  faint  es  Titus  and  reminds  him  of  t/A 
work*  for  which  he  had /eft  him  at  Crete,  i, — y.  Draws  out  the 
qualifications  of  a  faithful  paflor ,  6, — 9-  And  deferihes  the  evil  temper 
aad  practices  of  judeizing  faift  teachers >  that  ought  to  he  confuted^ 

io3 — 16. 

Paraphrase; 

Ty  A  U Ly  the  infpired  writer  of  this  Epiftle,  is,  and 
^  counts  it  hia  honour,  as  a  Chriftian  and  a  mi* 
aider,  to  be  the  devoted  fervam  of  the  ever-hlcffed  God* 
under  the  drifted  and  moft  inviolable  bonds  to  him; 
and,  though  utterly  unworthy  in  himfclf,  he  is  (Hit 
more  highly  dignified  with  the  title  and  coromiflion, 
qualifications,  and  powers  of  an  extraordinary  meflen- 
ger,  fent  and  in  (trusted  immediately  by  Jcfus  Chrift,  to 
bear  witnefs  to  him,  and  preach  his  gefpd  of  falvation, 
in  all  its  extent,  to  feivs  and  C  entiles  y  according  to  the 
doctrine  of  faith,  which  is  embraced  by,  and  is  the 
means  Of  working  eflcdltial  faith  in  God's  own  people* 
whom  he  originally  made  fo,  by  his  fpecialjdiftingaifii* 
ing,  and  eternal  choice,  {flphcf  i»  4*)  and  according 
to  their  knowledge,  approbation,  and  confeffion  of  its 
infallible  truth,  which  is  fuked,  tlefigned,  and  made 
effectual  unto  them,’ for  promoting  the  principles  and 
pra&ice  of  real  goodnefs  in  hearc  and  life,  as  confin¬ 
ing  of  a  Gncere  and  devout  performance  of  all  religious 
duties,  with  a  holy  reverence,  fear,  and  adoration  of, 
truft  in,  and  umeferved  obedience  to  God,  through 
Jcfus  Cbrift. 

P  2 


T  £ST* 

PlUIj,  a  fer' 

VAitt  of  God, 
and  an  apofttc  of 
/rlii*  Chrift,  at* 

csMing  to  tb* 
faith  of  God'*c* 
Jfcft,  and  the  ac* 
knowhd^ng  of 
die  tnnh  which  is 
nfirr  gv^iiicfs ; 


2  Tills 
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i  In  hope  of 
etcTDailifc,  which 
God,  tJut  cannot 
He,  prom  iicd  be¬ 
fore  the  world 
b tpni 


i  Bot  hath  in 
diie  time*  mani- 
ftftcri  his  word 
through  pnadi* 
irig,  wh:ch  is 
committal  un*n 
me,  according  to 
the  commitnd* 
ment  of  God  our 

Saviour  j 


%  This  truth  is  believed  andprofefTed,  with  a  corref- 
pondeoc  practice  of  godlinefe,  by  them,  in  the  exercife 
of  a  lively  hope  of  an  incorruptible  and  un defiled  inhe¬ 
ritance  of  eternal  life*  to  which  God,  according  to  hit 
abundant  mercy,  has  begotten  them,  (i  Pit ■  i,  3,  4,); 
and  which  he,  who  cannot  poffibly  be  falfe  or  deceiving, 
but  may  as  foon  ceafe  to  be  God,  as  ceafe  to  be  true 
and  faithful,  has  promifed  to  Chrift  their  Head  for 
them,  and  to  them,  as  focderally  comprehended  in  him, 
before  the  earlieft  date  of  time,  even  from  all  eternity, 
before  any  difpenfanons  of  grace  commenced  ;  and  has 
given  a  fpecimea  of,  in  the  firft  promife  after  the  tall, 
[Cert*  iii-  15*)  before  any  of  the  fowifb  ages  began. 
(See  the  note  on  2  Tim*  i.  9,) 

3  But  which  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  according  to  his 
eternal  purpofe,  he  has  now  dearly  made  known  by 
the  publication  of  his  gofpel,  which  is  revealed,  and 
committed,  as  3  truft,  in  a  fpecinl  manner  to  me,  his 
fervaru  and  apoftie,  {ver*  i.)  to  difpenfe  it  to  the 
Gentility  as  well  as  Jiws>  according  to  the  exprefs  ap* 
pointment  and  command  of  our  Lord  Jefua  Chrift,  JBi 
xstii.  ty, — 21-  and  xxvi.  15,-18,}  who  i$  indeed  God 
our  Saviour,  as  by  his  incarnation  be  became  Emanuel, 


4  To  Titus 
own  ibn  af¬ 
ter  the  common 
faith  :  grace, 

jftercy,  0jn/ peace 

from  God  the  Fa- 

thrr,  ird  the 
Lord  Je  fo  ChnCt 
Otar  Saviour  , 


S  For  this 
ciufe  left  I  Ehce 
in  Crete,  ihat 
them  bonUkft  fee 
Id  order  the 
things  that  are 
wanting,  and  or¬ 
dain  elder*  in  c- 
Tiryciiy,  at  1  had 
appointed  thee- 


GoJ  with  us,  and  gave  hirafelffor  us,  that  he  might 
redeem  us  from  ail  iniquity,  {chap.  ii.  13,  14,  fee  the 
note  there.) 

4  I,  who  am  thus  divinely  infplred,  and  comtnif- 
fioned,  fend  this  Epiftle  to  yout  by  heloved  Titur,  who 
is  as  dear  to  me  as  any  child  can  be  to  his  own  fa- 
(her,  and  are  indeed  in  a  fpirituai  fenfe  my  genuine 
fori)  as  I  was  the  inffrument  of  begetting  you  to  Chrift-, 
and- bringing  you  both  to  the  doftrine  and  grace  of  faith 
in  him,  which  is  common  to  Jews  and  Gentiier,  and 
to  you  and  me;  I  heartily  with  and  pray,  that  the  di¬ 
vine  favour,  tender  companion,  and  all  manner  of 
bleffiogs  for  time  and  eternity,  as  included  in  the  com- 
prehenfive  term  peace,  may  abound  toward  you  from 
God  the  Father,  as  the  fountain  of  all  good,  and  from 
our  Lord  Jelus  Chrift,  as  the  reveaier,  pur  chafer,  and 
giver  of  it,  who,  in  the  execution  of  bis  office,  is  em¬ 
phatically  cur  Saviour. 

5  Mow,  to  remind  you  of  the  end  for  which  I  told 
you  1  left  you  at  Crete,  when  I  lad  came  from  thence, 
you  know  it  was,  that  you  might  carry  on  the  goojl 
work  begun  there,  and  fet  to  rights  fueh  things  as  are 
defective,  or  remain  unfimlhed,  with  regard  to 
d  oft  rine,  wot  (hip,  difciplioe,  and  manners,  in  the 
churches  which  are  plained  in  that  iflacd ;  and  particu¬ 
larly 
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4  If  wjr  b* 
bbmcUi"s  the 
hu/band  of  one 
*ifet 

frith  ful  chHdrcn, 
not  acta  fed  of 
fwtj  or  umuly. 


7  For  e  bilhop 
bLrnn  def*, 
^  the  frctfard  of 
t  Jod ;  not  fdf* 
willed,  not  Iboa 
an  pry,  not  gives 
tr>  wine,  no  link' 
er,  not  given  to 
fiktij  iucre> 
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larly  that,  In  order  hereunto*  you,  as  an  Evangel!  ft 
and  my  deputy*  might  prefide  in  folemnly  fetting  apart, 
and  cotiflicuting  bifliops  or  paftors,  (ver*  7*  iec  the 
notes  on  AEh  xx.  28*  and  1  Pet .  v.  a<)  that  fhould  be 
cbofen  by  common  fuffrage  to  refidc  ft  a  ted  ly  among, 
and  take  thp-ove^fight  of  the  federal  churches  in  every 
town,  or  city,  wh^re  they  are  feated  $  and  to  feed 
them  with  knowledge  and  underftanding,  (J*r>  lii,  15.) 
according  to  the  orders  I  gave,  and  in  the  manner 
I  preferibed  to  you,  before  I  took  my  leave  of  you. 

6  As  to  the  qualifications  of  a  per  ton  chat  is  fit  and 
worthy  to  be  invefted  with  that  office,  Ffc  ought  co  be 
one  of  an  unfpotccd  reputation  in  his  moral  ebarafter, 
among  his  Cbriftiau  acquaintance,  and  ail  around  him, 
(i  Tim-  lit*  27-)  %  one  that  is  clear  from  the  fin -poly¬ 
gamy,  as  never  being  married  to  more  than  one  wife 
at  a  time  j  and  of  caufelefs  divorces,  according  to  the 
corrupt  cuftora  of  the  Jews^  (fee  the  note  1  Tamili*  2*) 
And,  if  he  have  children,  fee  that  he  be  one  who 
brings  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord,  and  manages  them  with  fuch  prudence  and  an-4 
thority,  as,  by  the  bl effing  of  God,  may  be  the  means 
of  winning  them  over  to  the  faith  of  Chiift,  and  to  a 
faithful  profeffion  of  his  name,  and  difchaige  of  all  the 
duties  of  their  civil  and  religious  relations ;  and  who 
never  fuffers  any  of  bis  children  to  behave  at  fuch  a 
rare,  as  (hall  fix  upon  them  a  brand  of  luxurious  and 
di  Holme,  or  of  refraftory,  ungovernable,  and  difobe- 
dient  youths,  {<«K™r*iirr}  \n  their  temper  and  manners, 
to  the  difgrace,  not  only  of  themfelvcs,  but  of  their 
fathers,  and  the  gofpd* 

7  For  the  nature  of  z  paftor’s  or  Chriftian  bifhop1! 
office,  tbe  honour  of  religion,  and  the  good  of  others, 
as  Well  as  of  his  own  foul,  require,  that  he  be  under 
no  reproach  or  fcandal  in  his  life  and  converfation,  or 
on  account  of  any  neglcfl  or  unfaithful  nefs  inthedifi- 
charge  of  his  truft*  as  a  fteward  of  the  myfteries  of 
God,  to  difpenfe  them  impartially  and  without  referve, 
that  every  one  of  ChrifVs  family,  under  his  minifterial 
uifpe&ion*  may  have  bis  portion  in  due  frafon ;  and  he 
ought  not  to  be  of  a  headstrong,  conceited,  obftinate, 
inflexible  temper  ;  nor  one  of  a  hafty  fpirit;  that  takes 
fire  at  every  little  provocation*  and  prefently  falls  into 
a  paflion;  nor  one  that  loves,  and  is  addicted  to  im¬ 
moderate  drinking  of  flrong  liquors  ;  nor  contentious 
and  violent  in  his  behaviour,  ready  to  fall  ioul  upon 
them  that  difpkafc  him;  nor  one  of  a  nigardly,  fordid, 
■covetous  fpirir,  that  is  for  getting  ail  be  C  in,  and  tor 

keeping 
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S  But  i  lover 
rf  hoipitaliiy,  a 
lover  of  good 
jnen,  fhbtr,  jiift* 
holy,  template* 

^  ■■■  n  #  *  i 


9  Holding  f.,ft 
the  faitliLul  wolJ, 
a*  he  hath  been 
fiivght,  that  be 
may  be  able*  by 
fnmid  doAiinc, 
bolh  to  exhort 
ard  to  tonvince 
p>e  gaipfayett* 


to  fet  there 
arc  many  unruly 
31  td  vain  talker, 
=i*ri  (Uwivtfjj  C" 
Jpecially  they  of 
ihc  circpnid- 
Hoii  : 


1 1  WJipft 
fDOuths-  may  he 
flopped  a  who 
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keeping  all  he  gets  of  the  defiling  pelf  of  this  world; 
and)  like  a  mercenary  hireling,  vaf ties  the  fleece  more 
than  the  flock,  and  would  take  no  pains  in  his  work, 
were  it  not  for  a  profpe£t  of  fccular  gain  to  himfelf* 

8  But  he  ought  to  be  a  man  of  a  liberal  foul,  that 
devifes  liberal  things,  and,  according  to  his  ability, 
takes  plcafure,  on  all  proper  occalions,  in  a£tsof  bene* 
yolence  to  religious  fl rangers,  as  well  as  neighbours 
and  acquaintance,  efpecially  to  minifters  and  Chriftians, 
that  either  go  about  to  preach  the  gofpel,  or  are  driven 
from  houfe  and  home,  by  the  violence  of  perfections. 
He  ought  to  be  a  lover  and  epcourager  of  good  things, 
and  to  have  a  cordial  affection  to  all  ftneere,  honeft, 
good,  and  pious  men,  without  exception ;  and  to  be 
hi  mid  f  model!  and  humble,  grave  and  prudent,  in  Ids 
"carriage ;  upright  anci  faithful  in  all  that  he  fpys  erdoes; 
excmplarily  holy  jnal!  manner  of  convention  and  god- 
linefs  ;  chafte.  and  moderate  in  his  defireSj  appetites, 
and  purftfits  of  the  pleafures  of  this  life. 

9  He  likewife  ought  to  be  one  that  is  well  eftablifh- 

ed  in  the  great  truths  of  the  gofpel,  that  holds  them 
fa  ft  in  his  own  faith  and  proftflion  of  them,  and  holds 
them  forth  in  his  mimftry,  and  is  fteady  in  maintaining 
them,  as  the  true  and  faithful  layings  of  God,  which 
are  to  be  believed  and  adhered  to,  juft  according  to 
what  he  has  been  taught,  and  has  learned  frominfpirtd 
writers,  of  the  faith  which  was  gnw  delivered  to  the 
faints,  (Jude,  ver.  3*)  that  herpay  be  capable  of  explain¬ 
ing*  fupponing,  and  defending  the  pure,  uncorrupted, 
wholcfome  doctrine  of  Chrift  ;  and,  by  a  due  and  pro¬ 
per  application  of  it,  10  adminifter  comfort 

to  believers^  and  excite  them  to  their  duty;  and  to 
confute  the  errors  of  all  oppofers,  file  nee  theft  cavils, 
and  rebuke  their  perverfenefs* 

16  For,  as  in  feveral  other  places,  fp,  T  underftand, 

among  the  prefeffors  at  Crete ,  there  are  abundance  of 
pre  tenders  toChriftianity,  that  are  ( 

j  )  refraftory 

and  difcrderly  noz  fubmitting  to  any  divine  rule,  in 
doctrine  or  manners;  and  they  are  moft  pernicious, 
proud,  felf'COnceited  difputers,  with  vain  jangling  a- 
bout  empty  things*  to  no  good  puepoft;  and  crafty, 
fly  reducers  of  the  minds  of  the  fimple  ;  I  in  a  fpccial 
manner  have  my  eye  upon  the  JevsiJb  party  among 
them,  that  make  a  profeffion  of  Chrift,.  and  yet  con¬ 
tend  for  circumcifion  and  other  rites  of  th$  law  of  Mofes% 
as  ncceffary  to  falvation. 

11  For  oppofing  fucb  as  thefe.  It  is  highly  heceflary 
that  paftors  or  Chriftian  bi Chops  be  able  minifters  of 


Ch.i. 


■ 
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froia  die  irytir. 
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the  New  Telhrinentj  and  all  poflihle  fair  means,  by 
fcriptural  proofs,  (olid  arguments,  and  good  example, 
ought  co  be  ufed  for  confuting  and  filenang  ihoi’&  vain 
boafters,  and  deceitful  workers,  who  are  fo  indefari* 
gable,  fubtle,  and  fpeciotis  in  their  pretences,  as  to 
infinuate  themfdves  into  Christian  families,  (1  77m, 
iii*  6  )  and  carry  them  off,  as  it  were  by  whole  Tale, 
from  the  pure  doctrines  of  the  gofpeHo  urging 

things  unreafonably  upon  them,  that  are  utterly  lalfe, 
and  abfolutely  inconfillent  with  the,  true  way  of  falva? 
lion  by  Chrift  alone  ?  which  they  do  for  the  fake  of 
heaping  to  themfe!v?&  the  fordid,  defiling  treafures  of 
this  world,  by  methods  that  are  fuited  to  impofc  upon 
fuch  an  infamous  fort  of  people  as  the  CTciiartst  *  and 
that  are  agreeable  to  their  own  character,  as  fuch. 

ii  For  one  of  theii  own  countrymen,  a  celebrated 
Greek  poet,  which  fprung  from  among  theinfelves,  and 
thoroughly  knew  their  national  temper,  even  Ephnenides 
by  name,  whom  they  efteem  as  a  prophet,  and  who, 
as  a  poetf  is  cuftomarily  called  a  prophet  3  He  fays,  in 
3  defeription  of  the  natives  of  Cretct  that  they  are  11a* 
turally  a  ft*  of  fcandalous  people,  ever  addicted  to 
fiillhood  and  lying?  fly  and  lavage  in  their  temper, 
like  wild  beafts  ;  perfect  gluttons  in  indulging  their  ra¬ 
venous  apj>'tite?i  and,  as  is  common  for  peifunsof  fuch 
a  luxurious  turn,  exceeding  lazy  and  backward  to 
every  ufeful  employment,  and  ft>  expofed  to  ail  foits  of 
temptations* 

13,  14  And  truly  this  is  3  juft  teftimony  again 6 
them,  as  has  been  proved  in  tmniberlefs  infbnces,  and 
too  plainly  appears  by  the  perfidious,  mifehi^vous,  and 
fenfual  management  of  the  Judah'inj  Chritluns,  aed 
of  thofe  that  fdl  in  with  them  at  this  very  day:  it  be* 
hoves  you  therefore  10  deal  plainly  and  fmartiy  with  *1 
people  of  fitch  a  vile  and  brudfh  temper,  whh  whom 
mildnefs  will  not  do;  hiu  who  mui i  he  cut  to  the 
quick,  in  laying  before  them  their  fin  and  danger,  with 
due  feyerity,  that  neither  the  deceiver*,  nor  the  de¬ 
ceived,  may  dare  any  longer  to  peifift  in  their  evil 
principles  and  practice.*?  hot  may  be  recovered  to  a 
right  mind,  and  fettled  in  rhe  true  and  uncorf upietl 
dndbriucs  of  faith  ;  and  may  he  fo  entirely  bi  ought  over 
to  them,  as  never  mine  to  Ititen  after,  attend  to,  cr 

believe 


N  o 

*  if*  as  Is  very  prrhahlr*  thefe  deceivers 
rli-midvw  were  the  njvoJflt  with 
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i5  Unto  the 
pure  alt  things 
ert  pure  ;  but 
unlo  them  that 
are  defiled,  and 
un  believing 

nothing  pure  ; 

hut  even  their 
mind  and  con¬ 
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16  They  pro- 
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unto  every  jfood 
vork  reprobate, 
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tclieve  and  be  carried  stray  with,  the  fallacious  dories 
tbat  the  Jews  tell  of  their  traditions,  and  with  the  im¬ 
perious  ifijunflions  of  men,  that  are  prejudifed  again  ft, 
and  gone  off  from  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  and  inlift  oil 
an  obfervarion  of  ceremonial  rites,  fuch  as  relate,  a* 
mong  others,  to  meats  and  drinks,  and  perfons  and 
things,  that  were  clean  or  unclean,  according  to  the 
di(lin£tions  of  the  Levitieal  law  ;  but  are  no  long- 
er  obligatory  under  the  New  Teftamem-dtfpenfation. 

Ij  Unro  real  Chrittians,  whofe  hearts  are  purified 
by  faith,  and  con  faiences  purged  by  the  blood  of  Chriit, 
all  things  that  God  hath  not  forbidden  under  the  gof- 
pel-ftate  may  be  lawfully  efteemed  clean,  and  may  be 
touched  and  car,  without  the  lead  moral  defilement; 
and  they  bave  a  fa  notified  ufe  of  them:  But  unto  thofe 
that  are  unregenerated,  and  under  the  power  of  fin,  and 
of  unbelief  with  refpefi  to  gofpeMruths,  and  that  ad¬ 
here  to  Mofaical  inflitutions,  inftcad  of  cleaving  to 
Chrift  alone  :  Unto  fuch,  whatever  their  pretences  be 
to  Chriflianiry,  nothing,  no,  not  things  tbat  aremoft 
lawful  and  good  in  themfalves,  can  be  clean  and  pure; 
nor  can  they  ufe  them  without  fin  and  defilement ;  the 
reafon  of  which  is,  becauft  even  their  underflan  dings 
and  con  faiences  themfelves,  thofe  leading  and  diredive 
powers  of  the  foul,  are  fadly  mifguided  and  corrupted*  - 

16  They  indeed  make  high  prof e Cions,  and  boaftof 
their  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and  of  the  revelation 
of  his  mind  and  will,  as  though  they  herein  excelled 
all  others;  {Rom,  ii,  17, — 20*)  But  their  practices  are 
a  direct  contradiction  to,  and  confutation  of  all  fuch 
pretences:  They,  in  efFedt,  deny  hy  their  deeds,  what 
they  affirm  in  words,  being,  in  reality,  mo  ft  d  ere  ft  able 
enemies  £0  God  and  godline fs;  and,  giving  no  credit 
to  the  gofpe [-revelation,  they  are  dilbbedienr  to  his  au¬ 
thority  in  it,  and  utterly  injudicious,  and  unapt  for  the 
performance  of  any  good  work;  and  fo  are  highly  dit- 
approved  of  God,  and  reprobate  fiiver  Jhall  men  celt 
them ;  becaufe  the  Lord  hath  njcEitd them*  (Jer.  vi.  30, 

fee  the  noteoii2G?j\xm,  5*) 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

With  what  reariinefs  of  mimi,  and  fenfc  of  duty,  fhould  mlaifters  and  private 
Chriftiuis,  in  their  refpe^tive  places*  pay  a  confcientious  regard  to  the  iofpired 
directions  of  the  great  apoftle  of  the  GentiUs{  whofe  authority  is  divine,  and 
whofe  benevolent  withes  were  for  grace,  mercy,  and  peace  from  God  the  Father, 
and  out  Lord  Jeftis  Chrift  3  How -much  foever  others  may  defpife,  or  corrupt 
the  gjolpch  Ged*s  eledi  will  embrace  and  owrut,  as  calculated,  and  rendered  effec¬ 
tual  fn  them,  for  promoting  the  pra&icc  of  godlinefs ;  And  when  they  experience 
its  holy  eflctfU  upon  tberrtfalvee,  what  a  fupport  is  it  to  their  hope  of  everiafting 

lift,  which  the  unchangeably  faithful  and  true  <?od  oromilcd  to  Chrift  for  them, 

and 
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and  to  them  id  htm,  befbtlc  all  worlds ;  and  has  now  made  known  with  the  dear- 
til  evidence,  in  the  gofpebrcvtfation,  and  by  the  miniftry  of  it  !  With  what  eau- 
mus  care,  add  attention  to  due  qualification*,  fVnikJ  they  proceed,  who  art 
engaged  in  fetting  perfons  apart  to  ihe  paftoral  office  in  the  churches  of  Chrift* 
according-  to  a  uolcoli  cal  appointment!  And  how  concerned  fhotild  fuch  parton 
themfdyra  be,  IMt  their  moral  cban&er*  l>e  clear;  that,  if  they  are  married,  it 
be  but  to  one  wife  at  a  lime;  and  that  the  children,  which  God  may  give  them, 
he  liH'-r-y,  ami  'r:di«e\l  tip  iii  the  faith  of  Chrift,  and  not  chargeable  with  riots, 
or  refrai’lorv  difobedien^e ;  that  they  t hemic! ves  be  neither  humourfomely  obfti- 
naut  Ttor  paffionaie,  nor  litigious,  nor  tiplers,  nor  covetous;  but  generous  and 
holpitaWc:  lovers -of  all  good  men,  and  of  every  ^ood  thing;  grave  and  prudent, 
juft  and  righteous  toward  men,  holy  and  religious  toward  God,  chafte  and  tem¬ 
perate  in  ait  things  ;  and  that  they  hold  fall  the  true  doctrine  of  Chrift  in  their 
faith,  profeftion,  and  preaching,  juft  as  they  received  it  from  him  and  his  apo  flies* 
and  be  fuch  mailers  of  it,  as  to  be  able  to  maintain  and  defend  it  again  ft  all  oppo¬ 
sition,  and  to  apply  it  far  duty  and  comfort,  like  good  ft  ward*  of  the  houlhold 
of  faith!  With  what  diligence  Humid  they  endeavour,  not  by  f  ;rce,  but  by  ferip- 
t ure  and  rcafon,  to  filenec  obftinate,  felf* conceited  vain  boafttrs  and  deceivers* 
that  turn  away  from  the  truth,  and  pervert  multitudes  by  their  fa) ft  notions,  to 
enrich  chemfdves  with  fordid  and  defiling  gafos !  And  with  what  juft  fe verity 
(when  milder  methods  fail)  thould  they  reprove  fuch  profeflbra,  as,  like  the  Crc* 
tianjy  are  perfidious,  brutilh,  luxurious,  and  idle,  that  they  may  be  brought  to 
reject  all  fabulous  traditions,  and  impel  it  ions  of  men  upon  conference,  and  may 
be  found  in  the  faith  !  AU  !  How  wretched  is  the  cafe  of  formal  ills  in  religion, 
who  are  neither  clean  fed  from  their  iins,*nor  have  true  faith  in  Chrift  ;  whofc  evil 
pradices  contraditfl  their  verbal  profefttons,  and  proud  boafts  of  iuperior  know¬ 
ledge  of  God*  and  of  his  mind  and  will  1  They,  at  the  fame  time,  are  odious  in 
his  light,  a$  their  minds  and  con  faiences  art  defiled,  atul  as  they  neither  believe 
not  obey  the  go  fpeb  revelation,  and  are  utterly  void  of  judgment,  and  of  holy  dtf- 
polUiui-s  for  any  good  work*  But  what  a  jncrey  is  it  to  be  pure  and  upright  in 
heart,  through  the  cleaning  virtue  of  the  blood  and  fpirir  of  Jefiis  !  To  perfons 
of  th  eftrwrr  character  every  thing  is  defiling;  but  to  thofe  of  the  latter*  all 
lawful  things  are  falsified  for  their  ufe,  and  may  be  improved  to  the  glory  of 
God,  and  the  good  of  their  own  fouls* 


CHAP*  Jh 

The  apqftU  dir  efts  Titus  to  inculcate  fitch  duties  upon  younger  and  older 
Chrift  iartSi  as  are  becoming  found  doRrine,  and  to  he  exemplary  in 
them  himjelfy  i, — 8.  To  enjoin  believing  fervants  to  he  obedient  to 
their  majters  for  the  honour  of  the  doRrine  of  Chrift ,  which  they  pro * 
ftfii  9>  And  to  enforce  all  this  from  a  conftdcrathn  of  the  holy 
defign  of  the  gofpely  from  the  profpcR  it  gives  of  heavenly  glory  $  and 
from  the  end  of  Chrift* s  death y  which  equally  concern  believers  of  all 
ranks  and  ft  at  ions ,  and  arc  to  be  urged  upon  them  with  alt  becoming 
authority >  Jij—ijj* 

r*KT*  Pj*  aphbacb* 

]V[ANY  ar.e  l^c  deluding  and  deluded  people  of  cor- 
which  btoniuc  ^  rupt  minds  and  manners,  that  furround  you,  which 
round  dofliini? :  have  been  fpoken  of,  (cbaf.u  10, — 16.}  But,  in  op- 

podtion  to  them,  let  it  be  your  fpecial  care  to  preach 
and  infill  upon  fuch  doctrines  and  duties  as  are  agree* 
able  to,  and  put  an  honour  upon  the  folid,  pure,  w hol¬ 
lo  me. 
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t  That  the  a* 
jjrd  men  belcher, 
template  t 
Joond  in  faith,  in 
charity,  in  patt* 


3  The  aged  wo* 
intn  like  wife* 

thai  tbcf  be  in  he* 
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eumeth  ItoKncfSj 
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4  That  they 
nwy  icach  the 
youry  women  to 
be  iblwr,  to  love 
their  husbands, 
to  love  ilidr 
children, 

5  T'?«  d:  tercet, 
charts,  keepers 
at  home,  good, 
obedient  tu  their 

ora 


feme*  and  healing  gofpel  of  Chriftj  which  is  a  doftrine 
according  to  goJiincfs,  ( chap *  i*  r,  and  i  Tim.  vi.  3*) 
and  lays  the  high  eft  obligations  to  Inlrnefs  and  .obedi¬ 
ence  upon  all  its  profeffors,  of  what  age,  fex,  or  ftauen 
foever  thev  be, 

3 

2  Put  the  more  elderly  Chrtfthn  brethren  in  min*1, 

that,  fai table  to  their  age  and  profeffion,  they  ought  to 
be  very  watchful,  circiimfpefl,  and  fertate  in 

their  temper  and  carriage;  to  behave  with  a  venerable 
gravity  (ffi-*yvJ)  and  due  dc-c^rum  in  their  drefs,  mien, 
and  air,  and  in  all  that  they  fay  and  do;  to  be  prudent 

}  in  their  conduct,  and  temperate  in  eating  aad 
drinking;  uncorrupt,  as  to  the  do&rines  of  faith,  and 
fincere  in  believing  them,  and  living  anfwerable 
to  them;  abounding  in  Inve  to  God,  in  cordial  affec¬ 
tion  to  all  the  faints  for  his  fake,  and  in  Chriftian  be* 
nevolence  to  people  of  all  nations,  ranks,  and  charac¬ 
ters,  ns  fellow-creatures;  and  to  be  patient  under  in* 
bullions  and  offences,  and  in  fubduing  their  own 
peevifh  pjffiuns,  and  bearing  with  the  infirmities  uf 
others  V 

3  Inculcate  alfo  upon  religious  elderly  women,  th.it 

they  ought  to  be  exemplary  (**  *kt \n  drefs,  and 
all  regular  deportment,  as  becomes  fuch  holy  pro* 
fcflbrs ;  and  to  take  great  heed  tbat  they  be  not,  like 
the  devil  himfelf,  falfe  accufers,  flan  deters,  nr 

backbiters  of  others,  to  the  injury  of  thdr  reputation  ■, 
nor  inclined,  much  lets  given  up,  to  any  ctccfs  of 
drinking  wine,,  or  other  intoxicating  liquors,  under 
pretence  of  recruiting  the  (Irenpth  and  fpirits  of  a  decay¬ 
ing  nature^  and  that,  inftead  of  amufmg  young  people 
with  old  wives  fables,  (1  Tim +  iv*  7*)  they  fliouid  enter¬ 
tain  them  with  profitable  difeourfe,  and  recommend,  by 
court  fel1  and  example,  every  thing,  that  is  good  and 
laudable,  as  to  fpeech,  apparel,  and  behaviour  : 

5  Particularly,  that  they  IhouM  inftruct,  arid 
endeavour  to  influence,  younger  women  to  be  wife, 
and  cautious  of  every  thing  that  favours  of  lewdnefs  or 
lightnefs;  and  if  they  be  married,  to  carry  themfeivss 
in  an  affeflionatc  2nd  endearing  manner  toward  their 
bufbandg,  being  in  heart  for  them,  and  for  no  other 
man  ;  and,  according  to  the.di£tates  of  naitire  and  re¬ 
ligion,  to  be  concerned  for  the  happmefs  of  fuch  chil* 

1  dreit 


NOTE* 


*  Some  have ! bought t  that  aged  men  and 
»r»nnen,  in  this  and  the  next  vctjc,  art  meant 
tyf^hmb  *$ians  ftirh  a*  dden  and  dea&trtjftt : 
iiH.rt  ai  wwf  msu  atari  vfSmcrt^  ant)  nor  private 

ClmilknSj  are  mentioned  by  way  ufdidi&c- 


lion  from  them,  to  4,  f,  tf.  the  con  tent  *W 
term  frits  the  j  etc  rtnet  to  efdtrh  ^rr/o* t*,  <s 
foperhrs ;  andeWrr.r  wejjrVr  h  id  bren  JsJrri- 
bed  in  the  preceding  chapter. 


Cfa.  it. 

tivo  hmhand^, 
that  the  word  of 
Owl  be  not  blaf* 
jjttttnaU 


tf  Young  mm 
jik^wUe  exhort  to 
tc  Ibber-miiidtd* 

p 


T  lit  «H  things 
fiewmg  thyielf  a 
pattern  or  good 
works :  in  doc* 
trine  jiff  wing  im- 
nrruptneff,  gra¬ 
vity,  fmeenty, 

8  joimd  fptcch 
that  cannot  he 
condemned;  that 
he  that  i?  of  the 
contrary  part  may 
be  alh^rr^ij'  ha* 
iw  evil  thiu^ 

t!>  iay  of  jcu* 
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dren  -as  God  may1  gracioufly  give  them,  and  to  (how 
their  lover  to  them,  not  with  a  roolilh  fondnefs*  to  the 
neglefi  of  needful  reproof*  or  corrections  for  thdr  faults, 
as  there  may  be  occa’iion,  which*  rn  effcfl,  would  be 
hating*  tnftead  of  loving  them,  ( Prov .  iii.  24,2nd 
xxiii*  1  j*  14*)  but  with  a  prudent,  folid*  Chrifkian- 
like  tenderneis  and  kindnefc,  to  cnourage  them  in  every 
thing  [hit  is  good*  and  to  do  all  that  in  them  lyes 
for  their  temporal,  fpirkual*  and  eternal  welfare  :  As 
alfo  to  manage  every  thing  wish  difcrction ;  to  be  mo¬ 
del!  and  virtuous  with  all  purity  of  manners  *  to  be 
Careful  and  induftrious  houfewives*  not  gadding  about 
like  idle  bufy-bodies*  (1  Ttm +  v,  13.)  but  keeping  as 
much  as  may  be  ar  home,  and  minding  the  affairs  of 
their  families;  ro  be  meek  and  good-tempered  towards 
their  fervams,  and  all  [hey  have  to  do  with;  and  to  pay 
due  refpecl  and  obedience,  in  all  lawful  things,  to 
their  hufbands*  that  they  may  never  give  the  leaft  oc* 
cation  for  any  to  fpeak  reproachfully  of  the  words  or 
ways  of  God,  us  though  thefe  encouraged  any  diforder- 
ly  praftice. 

6  In  like  manner*  advife  and  excite  young  men*  pro* 
felling  Chriftianity*  to  be  confidcrate*  chafte*  meek 
and  fiJbcr;  and  to  maintain  a  due  government  of  their 
temper  and  pafiions,  which  are  aptro  be  too  warm  and' 
impetuous*  ra/h,  proud*  wilful*  afid  froHckfomc*  at 
their  blooming  age* 

7,  fi*  And  if  you  ivculd  have  thefe  things  believed 
and  practiced  by  others*  Be  efpecially  careful  to  draw 
them  cut  to  the  life,  and  recommend  them  in  vour  own 
behaviour*  by  being  yourfelf  an  exaft  pattern  of  every 
thing  that  U  good  and  excellent  in  ivfelf*  and  bene¬ 
ficial  to  men:  And*  i it  all  your  preaching*  deliver  no¬ 
thing  but  the  pure*  un mixed  dottrine  of  Chrilt*  with 
difinierefted  (ingle  aims  at  the  glory  cf  God  and  the 
good  of  fouisj  with  becoming  ferioufneis  and  venerable 
gravity ;  and  with  ail  fimplicity  and  godly  fmesrity  ;  and 
in  fucii  fcriptural*  eafy*  and  fignifieanc  language,  as  is 
fuited  to  convey  your  ideas  in  a  plain*  determinate 
meaning*  according  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel ;  and  as 
(hall  neither  miflearl  your  hearers,  nor  be  jirftly  object¬ 
ed  to*  either  for  its  ambiguity,  obfeurity*  or  faKhcod ; 
that  Co  your  moll;  critical*  carping*  and  cavilling  ene¬ 
mies  may  even  bluih  and  be  confounded*  as  finding 
that  tbere  is  no  room  for  the  reproaches*  and  invidious 
charges  of  error  in  do£trine*or  miuiemeannr  in  practice* 
which  they  were  endeavouring  to  fallen  itron  you  and 
your  followers* 

9  And 


23^ 

9  Exhort  fer* 
writs  to  he  obedi¬ 
ent  tSei- 

ovti  n>  liters,  2a  d 
to  plt^Jc  thtm 
veil  in  all  thing*; 
mot  ufvering  t- 
pin. 


to  Wot  pur¬ 
loining,  but  lie«- 
ing  all  food  fide¬ 
lity;  that  they 
may  adnrn  the 
doctrine  of  Cod 
not  S3  TiQiar  io  all 
thing* , 


*t  For  the 
grace  of  God* 
that  hrinprth  M- 
tekuii  bath  ap* 
l»ait  J  to  el i  CPCQ; 


Tit  Eptfile  to  Titus  paraphrafei.  Cb.  ii. 

9  And  whereas  there  are  feme  Judatzeri,  who 

would  perfuade  fuch  convened  Haves,  as  are  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  heathen  nmtifters,  that  it  is  not  lawful  for 
them  to  continue  in  their  fervice,  You  ought  to  guard 
again  A  fuch  an  incroachment  on  civil  rights  i  and  prefs 
upon  all  believing  fervants,  whether  Haves  or  others, 
the  duty  of  continuing,  as  much  as  ever,  ami  upon 
better  principles  than  ever  before,  to  be  obedient  in  all 
lawful  things  to  their  earthly  m afters,  not  only  io  the 
good  and  gentle,  but  alfo  to  the  frOw&rd ,  (l  Pet.  ii-  18.) 
and  to  endeavour  to  behave  in  fuch  a  courteous,  obliging, 
and  diligent  manner,  as  lhall  win  their  favour,  and 
give  them  a  great  deal  of  pleafure  in  feeing  all  their  juft 
and  reasonable  commands  executed :  And  exhort  fer- 

v<nu  to  be  lb  well  fatiafied  with  their  flatten  and  the 

duties  of  it,  as  cheerfully  to  attend  to  them,  without 
murmuring,  or  difputing  againft  them,  or  returning 
rude  and  faucy  anfwers,  when  they  arc  ordered  to  do 
any  thing  they  do  not  like,  or  arc  reproved  for  their 
faults. 

to  And  charge  them  to  be  ftri£tty  juft  and  honeft, 
(fee  Ephef.  vi,  5.  and  Cal.  iti.  as,  23.)  never  daring  to 
wafle  embezzle,  or  feCret  to  their  own  ufe,  any  of  their 
mailer’s  goods,  money,  or  prorifions,  beyond  his  al¬ 
lowance  of  what  is  fit  and  needful  for  them ;  but  al¬ 
ways  to  be  approving  themfeives,  as  good  and  faithful 
fervants,  that  pun&ually  obey  his  orders,  and  do  the 
belt  they  can  for  his  honour  and  advantage,  like  perfons 
that  make  his  interdl  their  own ;  (<•<*)  to  the  end  that 
they  may  be  a  credit  to  the  gofpe],  and  to  their  holy 
profdTion  of  it,  and  may  thereby  ftrike  convidlion  upon 
the  conferences  of  their  infidel  mailers  themfeives,  as 
well  as  others,  of  the  excellency,  purity,  and  power 
of  the  doQrine  of  the  blefled  God,  even  our  Saviour 
Jefus  Chrift,  (ver.  13.  fee  the  note  there)  with  regard 
to  all  civil  and  moral,  as  well  as  religious  duties,  in 
every  relation  of  life. 

1 1  For  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God,  particularly 

under  the  New  Teftament-difpenfation  of  it,  (Ephef. 
iti.  2.)  which  is  the  effect  of  his  free  favour,  and  re¬ 
veals  it  to  us;  and  is  the  meanB  of  working  grace  in  our 
hearts,  as  it  brings  glad  tidings  of  deliverance  from  (in 
and  wrath,  and  of  eternal  happinefs  through  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  (hows  the  way  of  obtaining  this  great  fa  1  vat  ion 
by  faith  in  him,  has  now  (hone  forth  iu  all  its  light  and 
glory,  («***-»»}  like  the  riling  fun,  upon  all  nations  to 
whom  he  ordered  it  to  be  preached,  Mat.  xxviti.  19. 

A&rAxvi.  15.  and  upon  all  fores  of  the  finful  fons  and 

daughters 


Ch.ii. 


Yle  Epyilr  to  Titos  paraphrased* 


W3 


i%  Tcaefcjag 
uij  that,  denying 

iingtxttincis  avd 

worldly  tufts,  ve 
Ihould  live  fober* 
ly.  rightcoudy, 

and  godly  in  (hit 
preJem  world  3 


ty  Losing  for 

tf.ac  blrflcd  hope, 
and  the  glorious 
appearing  of  the 
g teat  Gad,  and 
oor  Saviour  Jefua 
Chrifl : 


daughters  of  men,  whether  Jews  or  heathens,  young 
or  old,  nailers  or  ferronts,  (ver.  2,-9.) 

la  And  its  great  and  holy  tendency  and  defign,  to¬ 
gether  with  its  effe&ual  working  in  thole  of  ns  who  be* 
lieve,  is  to  teach  and  oblige  us,  whatever  our  civil 
Hattons  be,  that,  renouncing,  ahhorring  and  utterly 
forfaking  all  infidelity,  idolatry,  and  impiety  of  every 
kinds  contrary  to  the  jirfi  table  of  the  moral  law  j  ana 
all  irregular,  inclinations  and  defires,  contrary  to  the 
fecond  table,  which  confifl  in  the  fa  ft  of  the  fiejb ,  the  hrji 
of  the  eje,  and  the  pride  of  life,  (i  John  in  i6.)anJ 
which  worldly  minded'  men  indulge  and  gratify,  and 
place  their  happinefs  in  ;  that,  abandoning  and  detefl- 
ing  all  ihcfe,  we  Jhould  be  wifely  careful  to  lead  a  life 
of  purity  and  fanQtty,  in  a  due  government  of-our 
paffions  and  appetites;  in  a  juft,  honed,  equitable  and 
benevolent  behaviour  toward  men,  doing  by  them  as 
we  would  be  done  by,  (Luke  vi.  31.);  and  in  all  a£ts  of 
pnblick  and  private  worfhip  and  devotion  toward  God, 
according  to  his  word,  in  the  exercife  of  every  grace 
and  celebration  of  all  his  ordinances,  and  ohfervation 
of  all  his  commandments,  as  long  as  we  continue  in 
this  prefent  world  of  fm,  temptation,  and  {hares. 

13  And  it  reaches,  encourages,  and  animates  ns  to 
do  all  this,  by  the  moft  conftraining  motives,  «  perfons 
who  look  with  an  eye  of  faith,  and  wait  with  earned 
expectation  and  longing  defire,  and  yet  with  fubmiflire 
patience,  for  the  perfe£l,  all -comprehending,  and  ever- 
la  Ring  felicity  of  the  heavenly  Hate,  in  the  immediate 
prefence  of  Chrift,  which  is  the  great  obje£t  of  our  joy¬ 
ful  hope ;  and  for  the  illuftrious  appearing  of  the  great 
and  mighty  God,  (Ifa.  ix.  6.)  *  even  our  dear  Lord, 
Redeemer  and  Saviour  Jefus  Cbrifl,  who,  at  his  fecond 
coming  without  fiu  to  falvarion,  (Hch.  ix.  2S.)  will  ap- 

pear 

T  E. 


N  O 

*  Tt  t been*  to  me,  that  odt  <e  Lord  Jefus 
41  Chrift,”  is  meant  by **  Ood  our  Swwut,*' 
ver.  10,  t;  being,  lueft  ftriflly  fpeakiug,  tht 
&tvit*r,  and  tnofl  frequently  tiikd  in  (he 
Nc  jt  Tdlneaent  our  Saviour*  and  very  often 
Cod,  And  may  be  confidercd,  as  there  di- 
ftinguiibed  from  God  the  Father,  who(t  gnf* 

pci  of  grace  L*  Aid  to  have  appeared  to  alt 
men  in  the  neat  vert  ;  However,  I  id  »<U 
(hat  be  if  meant  here  b yibt  great 
GaJr  and,  or  is  1  think  it  might  he  better 
rendered,  **  f»«  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift 
bcciiufc  the  artide  tn  the  Greek  it  prefixed  to 

tie  great  Gedt  and  not  repeated  before "  our 
lt  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift/*  in  which  petition  of 
die  article  the  Jaft  title  is  ufually,  though  not 


always  exegelicat  of  the  firft,  to  intimate 
that  they  both  betoug  to  the  Jime  fubjeft, 
(fee  the  note  ou  Kphcu  i.  it);  and  In  all  the 
New  Teflament  fi*  father  h  never  laid  to 
pear  :  but  ve  often  read  of  *t  the  appearing 
44  of  our  Laid  jefus  Chrift”  tn  judgment, 
%  htch  ii  represented,  as  what  is  ill  be  exceed¬ 
ing  gioriouj  j  and  he  is  fpoken  of,  by  way 
of  emphaiis,  as  our  hopcy  and  the  bopraf  gto- 
fjt  (Col  L  17,  and  g  Tim-  L  r.) ;  and  though 
Chrift  will  come  in  his  Father's  ireJla&hit 
Own  glory  j  yet  it  is  not  /*v  perpm  of  the  FV 
thcTf  but  of  the  that  will  then  tome, 
and  make  his  appearance*  CoL  in*  4.  and 
1  Pet-  vt  4*  (St*  my  difeoutfe  on 
Lhrifi  Cwf-nMu,  pag.  $9.} 


2ZS 


The  Epjile  to  Titus  parapbrafed, 


14  Who  gave 
bimiclf  for  us, 
that  he  m;ght  re¬ 
deem  us  fwm  itt 
iniquity,  and  pH* 
rify  uruo  himfeif 
a  pecaUir  people, 
zealous  of  good 
wurU. 


rj  Theftth  in^s 
fpcak  and  exhurt, 
and  rebuke  with 

aitauth'irkvi  J,rt 

w 

i-o  man  dclpfc 
thee. 


pear  on  his  throne  of  judgment,  like  himfeif,  in  all  the 
majeftv,  beauty,  grandeur,  and  brightnefs  of  his  divine 
and  mediatorial  glory,  and  in  the  glory  of  hia  Father, 
and  of  all  his  holy  furrounding  angel*,  {Mat*  xvi,  27, 
and  xxv.  3  r.  and  Mark  viii.  38.)  and  will  come  to 
be  glorified  in  his  faint  and  admired  in  ail  them  that 
believe  ^  (2  Thcf*  i.  10.} 

14  And  what  may  we  not  look  and  hope  for  from 
him,  who  loved  us,  at  fo  high,  matchjefe,  and  adonifh* 
ing  a  rate,  as  freely  ro  devote  and  give  up  his  own  great 
ft  If,  foul  and  hody^  to  the  molt  painful  and  ignomini¬ 
ous  death  of  the  croCi?  This  he  willingly  fuffered  for 
our  hkes,  and  in  our  room  and  Head,  (1  Pet*,  iii,  iS.) 
'that  he  might  efie&ually  redeem  □$  by  his  blood  from 
the  power  and  tyranny,  as  well  as  from  the 
guilt  and  punishment,  of  ail  our  fins,  and  at  length 
from  the  inn-hung  of  them  ;  and  might  fanckify, 
cteanfe,  and  feparate  us  to  himfeif  for  facretl  ufe,  ant! 
for  his  glory,  as  his  ipectal,  precious,  am!  peculiar  pro¬ 
perty,  by  his  Father1®  gift,  his  own  purchafc,  and  our 
own  free  and  full  confent  in  the  day  of  his  power,  that 
wc  might  be  zealouily  affixed  towards  him  and  his 
caufc,  and  fervent  in  fpirii  to  ferve  him  in  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  every  work,  which  in  its  own  nature,  or  by 
his  appointment,  and  in  his  account,  is  good  and  ho¬ 
nourable,  as  b^lng  done  upon  good  principles  to  good 
ends,  and  in  a  right  manner,  according  to  the  good 
rule  laid  down  in  his  word. 

15  Thefe  are  things  of  fo  vaft  importance,  and  are 
fo  vehemently  op pofed,  or  corrupted  by  the  enemies  of 
Ch  rid  and  hi*  gofpel,  that  you  ought  to  be  very  earn  eft 
in  preaching  and  inculcating  them,  and  in  fharnly  re¬ 
proving  the  men.  and  their  errors  and  vices,  that  fet 
themfdves  againfl  them ;  and  you  fliould  do  this  with 
all  the  authority  that  Chtift  has  given  you  in  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  your  office*  All  t bis  ought  to  be  managed 
with  fuch  prudence,  faithfuinefo,  and  gravity,  as  (lull 
raife  you,  and  your  office,  above  the  contempt  of  your 
mod  lcornful  and  haughty  enemies. 


RE  CO  LLECTIONS- 

How  carefully  fhould  mini  ft  ere  adhere  to,  preach  and  apply  the  pure  dofirine 
efthe  guipeljaiulthcdiitiesthatareanfwcrableto  it,  for  exhortation,  confolat ion , 
and  reproof,  ns  there  maybe  occasion ;  and  do  this  with  fuch  gravity,  ftnccfLty,f;ti:h- 
fuijiefs,  and  authority  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  with  Inch  plain  fcriptural  lan¬ 
guage,  and  exemplary  behaviour  in  their  own  fives,  as  fliall  raife  them  above  eon- 
tempt,  and  make  their  enemies  afhamed  of  their  endeavours  to  reproach  them !  Tfv 
duties,  aswdl  as  doctrines  of  Chriftianity,  are  to  be  taught  and  ur^ed,  rot  orJy 
in  a  general  way*  hut  with  particular  application*  as  occafionS  require,  to  befiv- 
vers  of  all  cireumAances  and  conditions;  to  ated  men  ami  women,  that  they  rr*v. 
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b;jrrave,  ferious, .temperate  In  afl  things*  round  in  the  faith,  uiftrutfiveand  ex- 
rmplnry  in  every  gracef  perwnsaf  their  It ati ding  in  years,  and  in  their 

h'rfy  profeflW;  to  younger  people  of  both  faces  that  they  may  be  prudent,  chafte, 
a  temperate,  and  maybe  wife  and  affectionate  in  difeharging  the  duties  of  their 
rrfptftivc  relations;  and  to  fervants  of  all  ranks,  that  they  may  ftuefy  to  pi  cafe 
their  earthly  maft m  of  every  character ;  and  may  be  obedient  to  their  jn  ft  com* 
m  inds,  faithful*  induftrious,  and  ftri&ly  honeft,  in  managing  all  their  affairs,  and 
iiot  pert  and  arrogant  in  giving  word  for  word :  Such  behaviour  reflefts  an  honour  J 
i-'jxni  ihrlr  Chriftian  profcffy>pt  and  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God*  And  O  what 
a  hlelfed  gofpei  ts  this!  It  teaches,  and  obliges  the  profe  flora  of  it,  to  a  hand  on  all 
invtigion  and  profane  nefs,  and  alt  inordinate  inclrnations  to  the  plcafurrs  and  ho* 
nours  of  this  world ;  and  to  live  m  the  practice  of  all  fobricty*  honelty,  and  piety  ; 
ui:J  it  encourages  them  to  took and  hope  for  the  heavenly  happinefe;  which  ftinll 
W  brought  to  ciwry  true  believer  at  the  blcfled  and  gUtrhuws  appearing  of  Jefus. 
Chrilt,  who  is  the  great  God  and  their  Saviour;  and  who  gave  himfeif  to  death 
fi*r  them*  that  he  ought  redeem  them  from  the  guilt  and  dominion,  and  at  length 
from  the  remainders  of  all  lin,  and  might  faodify  them  for  himfclf,  as  a  peculiar 
j^opk-,  Kealoufly  devoted  to  God,  and  cheerfully  abounding  in  all  good  works  to 
his  praifc  and  glory. 


1 


i 


CHAP*  III* 

The  apofile  goes  on  to  give  orders  chut  obedience  to  civil  magi  fir  at  esy  and 
a  becoming  behaviour  towards  till  men *  i*  2*  Inforccs  them  from  a 
conf deration  of  what  believers  ibemfolves  were  before  converjion ,  and 
are  made  to  be,  through  Jefus  Chrifl ,  by  regenerating  and  jufiifying 
grace,  3, — 7*  Puts  Titus  upon  urging  theft  things f  to  the  end  that 
good  works  may  be  praBifid  by  believers,  am!  upon  avoiding  vain  and 
ufelefs  difputcsy  8,  y*  I*jifts  on  his  rejecting  a  heretic ,  after  due 
admonition,  la,  ji.  Dejires  that  he  would  comef  and  bring  iCtnzs 
and  A  polios  with  him%  to  Nicopolis,  recommends  good  works  for  ne~ 
ceffary  purpqftS)  12, — *4+  And  conclude sy  as  :ffual,  with  faluta* 
tionSy  and  a  bcnedi£liony  15* 


T  rxr. 

}>  U  I*  them  in 
X  mind  to  [>c  ftib- 
\rll  tu  principal!- 
ijls  4ml  po^trrs, 
to  obey  magi- 
to  be )  ta¬ 
li  y  ta  every  good 


Paraphra  E, 

A  S  Judaizlrtg  zealots  endeavour  to  diffuade  "Chrifti- 
311s  from  owning  the  authority  of  heathen  go¬ 
vernors*  you  ought  to  guard  them  again/!  an  error*  fo 
contrary  to  the  defign  of  the  gofpel*  anti  definitive  to 
rhe  political  ftare*  and  to  the  civil  power  of  rulers  over 
it:  Let  therefore  ail  the  pjofeflors  of  Chrift’s  name  be 
admonifhtd  gH  their  duty*  to  be  peaceably  fubmiflive 

to  fupieme  and fubordiqate  governors,  {1  Pet.  ii-  13,  T4-) 

and  to  pay  a  confciemious  obedience  to  all  the  juft 
laws  of  civil  raagiftrates,  who,  whether  they  be  Chtifti- 
ans  or  nor*  are  ordained  of  God  for  the  good  of  the 
community,  (Horn.  x;ii-  r* — 4*  fee  the  notes  there) 
and  to  be  cheerfully  willing  to  do  every  lawful  thing 
that  they  require;  as  alfo to  perform  every  duty,  that  is 
owing  to  perions  of  all  degrees  and  fiaiions,  yea,  good 
works  of  every  kind*  relating  to  Gcd,  curfdves,  and 
others*  *  z  Cautisa 


The  Epifilt  to  Titus  par&phr&fti. ’  Ch<  iii* 


a  To  fpcak 
nil  of  no  min, 
to  he  do  brawlro, 
but  gentle,  (hew¬ 
ing  meckDefi 
noto  ill  men* 


3  Tot  we  oar- 
fdvci  alfo  were 
(bmciima;  fooEJli, 
dUbbedicot}  dc- 
ccnod}  fcirini 
divers  Enfls  ud 

pkdbits,  liviof 
id  buLkc  and  en- 
hateful,  emJ 
hating  one  a  no- 


2  Caution  them  like  wife  again  ft  reviling  any  one,  of 
whatever  rank*  nation,  or  religion  he  be;  againft 
falfcly  charging  any  crime  upon  bira  ;  or  expoGng  his 
character,  with  an  ill  defign,  by  divulging  even  the 
bad  things  he  may  be  guilty  of}  or  ever  doing  it  at  all, 
unlefs  feme  valuable  end  is  to  be  anfwered  by  it :  Warn 
them  a  gat  wit  a  litigious,  quarrel  lb  me  temper  and  beha¬ 
viour,  to  the  disturbance  of  civil  or  religious  com  muni* 
ties  ;  Teach  them,  on  the  contrary,  to  be  of  an  equi¬ 
table,  candid,  yielding  fpirit ;  and  to  manifeft  an 
humble,  mild,  and  good  temper  in  all  their  words  and 
actions,  towards  all  forts  of  men,  even  enemies,  and  un¬ 
godly  people  (hemfelves* 

3  And  we  furely  ought  to  be  ready  to  go  into  fuefi 
an  humble  and  cindid  difpofruon  towards  thofe  th^E 
are  no  woife  than  we  once  were,  and,  if  left  to  our- 
feves,  (hould  ftill  have  been :  For  while  we  were  in  a 
(late  of  nature,  under  the  power  of  the  corruptions  that 
reigned  in  us,  even  we  ourfelves  were  then  deftirute  of 
all  fpiritual  knowledge  and  wifdotn  relating  to  our 
duty  and  happinefs}  were  difobedient  to  God,  and  to 
his  holy,  juft,  and  good  laws ;  were  wandering 

from  him,  and  from  the  way  of  life  and 
peace,  being  feduced  by  the  treachery  of  our  own  beam, 
by  falfe  teachers  and  the  temptations  of  Satan,  and  of 
this  evil  world}  were  perfcffc  (laves  to  various fmful 
inclinations  and  fenfual  pleafures  j  yea,  were  fpending 
our  time  in  a  malicious  way  of  willing  and  doing  ill 
to  thofe  that  did  not  pleafe  us,  and  in  envious  thoughts 
at  the  honour  and  advantages  of  thofe  that  were  above 
us :  And  fo,  upon  the  whole,  we  were  molt  deteflabie 
creatures,  odious  in  ourfelves,  anti  to  God  and  all 
good  men+;  and  full  of  bitter  enmity  one  againft 
another,  according  to  our  different  pafllons  and  intcrefts, 
and  moll  flagrantly  fo,  as  we  were  cither  Jews  or  6 'en- 
tiles  t  who  reciprocally  had  an  implacable  averflon  tj 
each  other,  as  fuch* 

4  But 


HOT 

t  Jfrrir^je  one  emthtr  ( &&**** c 
fcems  dhx™y  to  point  to  the  tuiimai enmity 
that  was  between  tliejm  and  Gentile*  ;  aud 
ai  there  wus  as  much  on  the  Jew*  pm  again  ft 
the  Geo  tile*,  as  on  the  G  cot  ike  againft  the 
Jews,  and  rather  more,  it  carries  a  ft  tong  in- 
iimationtthat  the  apoftledoe*  nothin  thitand 
the  following  verfes,  (peak  merely  of  the 
wretched  vile  flalc  of  the  Gentiles  by  nature, 
and  their  recovery  by  grace;  bmof  mankind 
in  general,  ifictauve  of  the  Jewi,  and  of  him- 
teif  and  Titus,  u  wdi  as  other*  ;  And,  u- 


jsoo  the  doled  attention,  l  cannot  had  oat 
character  in  the  whole  dcfcripuon,  th«  mLjf 
not  be  applied  iv  tommaa  to  them  1  raiuli  ku 
can  I  think,  with  fame,  (list  the  apoille 
(hoiilj  all  along  mean  only  himfdf,  in  an 
argument  to  enforce  wponr  all  believers  the  du¬ 
ties  he  had  before  been  recommending  to 
them;  and  that$  without  giving  the  lealt 
hint  of  fuch  adefign  in  the  variation  of  his 
ilik,  or  in  the  tenor  of  his  diftourft«  or  ir. 
any  part  of  the  preceding  or  ielkrwkg 
verfca* 


Ch.4ii. 

4  Rut  after  that 
the  kindnefs  and 
love  of  Ood  oQr 
S^rioui'  toward 
man  appeared. 


$  Not  by  work* 
of  rigbtconfntr* 
uhidi  wo  have 
ikifw,  but  accor¬ 
ding  to  bis  mercy 
behaved u<by  the 
walking  of  regt- 
r^r-tuin,  sod  n* 
t  m  'V  in  ?  «  f  the 
Holy  Ghoft ; 


6  Which  he 

ihed on  or  abun¬ 
dantly,  through 
jclus  Chrift  our 

Saviour, 


y  Tlut  being 
'uiflifkd  by  hit 
grace, -*e  mould 

Ur  trade  heir?  ac¬ 
cording  to  the 
hope  of  eternal 
life. 


ifk  Epifllz  loTirus  fdraphrdftd*  2Ht 

4  But  a  holy  and  happy  change  was  made  upon  us, 
who  were  in  thofe  hideous  circum fiances,  when  (**■ ) 
the  tranfeendent  benignity  of  God,  who  contrived,  or¬ 
dained,  and,  brought  about,  our  falvation  by  jefus 
Chriftj  and  his  aitomlhing  Philanthropy 

or  fpecial  loving-kindnefs  to  Tinners  of  mankind,  in 
diftinftion  from  the  fallen  angels,  (ii***^)  broke  out, 
and  flione  forth  with  illuftriims  and  reviving  beams. 
Upon  us,  in  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  and  in  the 
rijing  of  the  Son  of  right ewfnefi  himfclf  upon  our  fouls* 
with  healing  in  his  wiVjr,  (RIjL  i v.  2,) 

5  Afl  wc  had  To  deeply  plunged  ourlclves  into  all 
that  is  vile  and  hateful.  It  neither  was,  nor  could  be, 
in  cottfideration  of  any  good  or  holy  woiks  which  we 
had  performed,  that  God  was  induced  to  fliow^  us  io 
high  favour,  there  having  been  nothing  of  that  kind, 
but  every  thing  of  a  contrary  ftram  found  in  us ;  but 
it  was  merely  of  his  own  Tree,  felt-moving,  undeferved 
and  forfeited,  yea,  abided  and  provoked  mercy,  and 
according  to  its  own  compafiionatc  prcpenGons*  that 
he  brought  us  out  of  that  deplorable  condition  into  a 
Hate  c£  faivatkm,  through  the  cleanGng  virtue  of  re¬ 
generating  grace,  which  was  Ggnified  by  our  baprifm 
with  water,  (fee  the  note  on  Ephef*  Vt  26*)  and  was 
effected  by  that  renovation  in  the  fpirit  of  our  mi mls^ 
which  was  wrought  in  us  by  the  fpeciul  operation  of  the 
Holy  Spirit, 

6  Which  Hcly  Spirit,  in  his  gifts  and  graces,  God 
the  Father  poured  our  from  on  high  upon  us  with  the 
great  eft  riches  and  abundance,  according  to  his  infinite* 
mercy,  ( ver *  $•)  and  his  promife  relating  to  golpel- 
times,  {/fa*  xliv*  3.  fee  the  notes  on  ii.  38,^1.) 
through  the  mediation,  merit,  and  exaltation  of  Jcfus 
Chrift,  who  is  our  immediate  Saviour,  as  he  nur chafed 
all  faivarion  fur  us,  and  bdtows  it  upon  us  ^ 

7  That  being  brought  into  a  (late  of  pardon  and  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  God  to  eternal  life,  through  faith  in 
him,  under  the  Spirit's  inllueuce,  ;md  lb  difehurged 
from  guilt  and  condemnation  by  the  free  grace  of  God, 
on  account  of  the  perfect  righteoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chi  i (t 
the  Saviour,  we  might  be  brought  as  children  into  his 
family,  (John  i-  12*)  ;  and,  being  children f  might  be 
heirs  of  Cody  and  joint- heirs  with  Chrijl,  and  he  glorified 
together  with  himt  (Korn*  viii,  17,)  according  to  the 
iblid  ground  of  hope,  which  God  has  given  us  iri  Chrift, 
and  in  the  promifes,  and  thejfrrtre  of  hope,  which  be 
has  wrought  in  us  upon  that  ground,  oi  inheriting  o 

ternsd  life  through  a  Redeemer. 

Ycl.V.  1  CL  8  AU 
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U  Tli is  iia  faithful 
faying,  and  ihric 
tiling;.  I  will  that 
thou  affirm  enn* 
ifantly,  that  they 
which  h  belie- 

rd  in  C=jd  rrigbr 
be  nr?f;tl  to 
nuiniain  good 
wurfcs :  thefe 

things  are  gcKxl 
and  profitable  (in¬ 
to  edcq. 


The  EpiJIU  to  Titos  paraphrofed. 


Cfa.  iiu 


m 

p  Rut  avoid 
foolifh  queflions* 

and  genealugicj, 
and  contentions, 
and  drivings  a* 
bout  the  law;  for 
they  arc  unpro¬ 
fitable  and  vain* 


to'A  mantlet 
ii  an  heretic,  af¬ 
ter  the  firfl  a*d 
fecund  admoni¬ 
tion,  rejefU 


8  Ail  that  I  have  been  faying  U  a  true  an  A  faithful 
word*  which  may,  and  ought  to  be,  firmly  be¬ 

lieved  ;  and  I  would  have  you  frequently  aflert  and 
infill  upon  thefe  important  things  in  the  coorfc  of  your 
miniitry,  relating  to  the  wretched  flate  of  man  by  na¬ 
ture,  and  the  rich  tneicy  of  God  through  Jefus  Cbrift 
our  Saviour,  for  regeneration,  juftificarion,  and  eter¬ 
nal  life,  (”4)  to  the  end  that  thofe,  who  have  believed 
in  God  through  Chrift,  according  to  the  gofpel- revela¬ 
tion,  might  be  induced,  and  excited  thereby,  to  ufc 
the  utmoft  care  and.  diligence  to  abound,  excel,  and 
lead  the  way  toothers,  ( *****  <?/=*  in  all  fuch 

vrorks,  as  are  honourable  to  God,  and  Chrift,  and  to 
the  Chriftian  charafter.  Thefe  doftrines,  and  the 
good  works  to  which  they  manifeftly  tend,  are  every 
way  excellent  in  their  own  nature  ;  and  though  God 
cannot  be  profited  by  them,  they  are  exceeding  ufeful 
and  beneficial  to  mankind* 

But  keep  yourfelf  clear  off,  and  endeavour  to  dif- 
counte nance  tbofe  fcafclefs,  idle,  doating  quellions, 
that  judaizing  teachers  are  fo  fond  of;  and  tbofe  intri¬ 
cate  endlefs  genealogies,  for  making  out  their  own 
lineage  from  this  and  the  other  particular  tribe  and  fa¬ 
mily,  {fee  the  firft  hote  on  I  Tim *  L  4-)  which  are  of 
no  manner  of  advantage,  after  the  Mefliah  has  come, 
and  put  an  end  to  their  chuixh-lhte  and  polity  ;  as  alfo 
their  litigious  controveifies,  and  warm  contend  in  gs  a» 
bout  the  fcttfe  and  obligation  of  the  ceremonial  law, 
which  they  would  introduce  into  the  gofpel-difpen  fa¬ 
tten:  For  all  thefe  dtfputes  are  entirely  ufclcfs,  aa  an- 
fwering  no  good  purpofe:  Nay,  they  are  (**«(«}  foolifh 
and  prejudicial,  as  turning  to  a  very  bad  account,  for 
fa  wing  difeord,  corrupting  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  and 
hindering  the  pra£Hcc'of  real  godiinefs* 

io  If  any  profelTor  of  Chriftianity,  or  member  of  a 
church,  entertain  and  boldly  aflert  fuch  errors,  as  over¬ 
throw  the  foundatioO'do£lrinc£  of  the  gofpel;  and  e- 

fpecially  if  he  evidently  appear  to  do  it  with  a  heretical 
heart,  to  gratify  his  own  pride,  and  make  himftif  the 
head  of  a  contrary  fe£l,  or  out  of  prejudice  againft  the 
truths  themfelves,  becaufe  they  lye  in  direct  oppofition 
to  his  own  lulls;  let  him  be  folemnly  adraonilhed  and 
warned,  a  fir  ft  and  fecond  time,  of  his  fin  and  danger; 
and  if,  after  this,  he  (hall  ftill  ob  dinar  el  y  perfift  in  bis 
definitive  errors  ;  reject  him  and  all  communion  with 
him  ;  avoid  bis  company  ;  caution  others  agaitift  him  ; 
and  have  nothing  further  to  do  with  fuch  an  incorrigible 
herefiarefa,  or  fectary  of  his  damp* 


ii  For 


Ch.  ili.  Tie  Hpifile  to  Tit i?*  paraphrafed 


1 1  Knowing 
that  he  that  is 
fach  ij  fubverted) 

and  GuptUi,  bfr* 
ing  condemned  of 
himfelf. 


ti  When  t  (hall 
feud  Artemasun* 
ti'  thee,  or  Ty* 
cMciw^  be  dili- 
jrat  to  come  un¬ 
to  me  to  Nicopo* 
Ih ;  for  I  have 
determined  there 
tn  winter* 


11  For  you  maybe  well  farisfied,  that  fuch  a  man 
is  utterly  turned  off  from  Chrift*  the  foundation,  and 
from  all  geodnefs ;  and  that  he  fm*  a  gain  ft  his  own  foul 
if  not  againft  his  own  conscience*  and  fins  again  ft  the 
divine  authority,  light  and  truth  of  the  gofpd*revela- 
tion ;  His  own  avowing*  and  perfifting  in  thefe  perni¬ 
cious  errors*  is  fufHcient,  without  any  further  proof,  to 
convict  him  of  them  ;  and  fo  out  of  his  own  mouth  he 
is  j  udged,  as  being  felf-condemned;  And  he  hereby  prac¬ 
tically  pafles  judgment  againft*  and  condemns  hiinfelf* 
as  not  fit  to  Itand  in  any  relation  to,  or  have  any  fellow- 
flup  with,  the  true  church  of  Ci  rift  f+ 

12  I  have  given  you  thefe  brief  intlrufuons,  Iiow  to 
conduct  in  your  prefent  critical  fuuarion  ^  and  hope  to 
have  gn  opportunity,  of  adding  what  may  be  of  further 
ufe  to  you,  in  perfonal  converfation,  as  foon  as  I  caa 
well  fpare,  and  Ihall  fend  either  Artemas ,  or  Tyebievt* 
z  bthved  brother*  and  faithful  minifler  in  the  Lordt  (E- 
phef,  vi.  21*)  to  fupply  your  place,  and  take  care  o£ 
(he  churchesat  Crete  i  As  foon  as  either  of  them  arrive* 
I  beg  that  you  would  make  all  convenient  fpeed  in  com¬ 
ing  to  me  at  ffteopolis  *,  where  you  will  probably  meet 

with 


NOTES. 


j  The  paraphraie  hint&lhe  common  ro- 
lst*n  of  a  btrhiCt  is  oik  that  appears  to  be  Jb 
wuked  aod  pefvcrfe,  is  to  act  againft  hi*  own 

confidence  in  broaching  slid  rr^iutainin*  fim- 
damental  error:  But  it  chiefly  goes  upon 
wuat  1  take  to  he  the  true  notion  of  fclfmi'- 
dditmeJ,  (ji,r;nft7*x/uTof)  as  liquifying  out* 
whufc  own  confeflion  is  enough  to  convict 
him,  without  any  further  proof.  In  this  man¬ 
ner  *«  may  undcrftand  a  p*irfon  to  be/;7/- 
rcdirnKfif,  or  c9ndffiQ ned  urhen  evi¬ 

dence  of  tbe  charge  aqainit  him  nfci  from 
Ul0U'd  rttfc/ftM}  without  any  ni-ed  of  1  nr- 
t'^r  wimefles*  Thus  J?h  (uhap.  :x. 
la)  w  in  inflify  myfclf,  my  o*n  mnu:h 
*•  KHlf  condemn  me  ;  if  F  Jay  I  im  p fvfc/Y, 
il  it  fhall  allb  prove  me  iKtrcrfc thas  is, 

iry  own  words  would  condemn  me,  as*  vain 
proud  boifter :  And  Ehybm  Faijl  of 
(chap  xv.  j,  6  )  **  Thyrmuth  Liners  thine 
**  iniquity,  and  thou  ch  cole  ft  the  tongue  of 
41  the  crafty  l  ihincown  mouth  condemns 
I!  thee,  and  not  1 1  yen  tlifac  own  lip*  rciti- 
11  fy  again  fl  thee.1*  When  the  flothful  tcr- 
vaju  hid  his  Lord's  talent  in  a  nr.pkin,  and 
Trent  abon:  to  excui’c  it  by  a  dilhonourable 
aed  vmjwft  charge  agaioft  his  Lord  htmfUf, 
He  laid  unto  him,  Olk  of  thine  own  mouth 
“  I  wiiljudge  thee,  thou  wicked  ftrvaa*,** 
(Luke  xix.  ii.)  ;  and  when  our  Lord  owned 
himfelf  to  be  4i  the  did  ft,  the  Son  nfthe 


**  and  IVU1,  What  Ree^S-wc  any  further  wit* 
“  ndfo :  Ye  have  heard  the  blafnhcmy* 
“  wh\Z  think  yc  ?  And  they  ail  condemned 
c'  hhn  to  he  guilty  of  death,"  (Mark  xiv. 

<5 3*  tf*.)  Ji  appears  frinn  nil  (hefc  in* 

hy  a  p?+fwr* j  rJ'i  c*n fcjpo t , 
whether  rnl  f>r  fu;:p<^?ed  ermes,  he  is  lonk- 
ert  •fjvjii  fi'ftzudwizi'd.  And  in  4t  tbeac- 
tK  ^oni'Jsa*.  men  ih  ill  ■’dvc  of  ever  v  idle  word 

Ch  d 

4*  i,i  ;hediy  o:  jn.igir.'vnt,'1  Thrift  uyi,  l*  by' 
*4  thy  viwds  thou  ihal'  be  juftiJTed,  and  hy 
4‘  thy  wurd*  thou  ibak  he  ojudemned.1* 
(Mat.  xii,  3«j  3T-> _ 

*  This  NittpTtii  h  moft  proh*b!y  judp 

by  bltbop  Ttiitfitj  and  others,  to  he,  not, 

riie  nf  i.his  rplftle  in  VJj- 

ceb*tijr  Lut  a  town  oi  t  Eat  name  upon  tl»o 
Fia-coaft  nf  Epirus,  a  -province  of  G/tcec+mi 
thewtft  towards  JiMr*  {  +'e  iFcih**  Geogra¬ 
phy  ot" the  Ncji  Tfftdment,  part  zm  p.  Cp  ) 
Fio:,  «ri\crevcr  it  *  i^,  it  is  plain  that  tlm  e- 
p\i\\c  was  not  wriuen  from  tiienee,  as  the 
p^ytieript  further  makes  it  ;  for,  had  the  a- 
poftFe  been  then  at  Kiepyiis,  it  x>nUL 
breu  moil  proper  fer  him  to  have  laid*  1  hai  c 
dercvmitied  to  winter  hrre,  aud  n.it  thcrCn. 
(iKd)  This  alfo  J"hoaF$  that  he  was  then  at  II- 
bcrJv  ;  aiwt  yives  ground  to  th-nk,  thatlhl* 
cp:flfc  was  wrote  between  Hi*flrftand  Ftreond 
imnnlonmcnt  Rome:  And  his  Jeliring 
*1' iuis  to  Clime  to  him  at  Ntcopolis,  and  r*m- 
pofui];  to  feud  Artemas,  or  Tyciiicus  to  fup- 


“  BlcfTed,  the  high  prUll  rent  bh  d^thes 
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IJ  firing  Zena* 
the  lawyer,  and 
Apollo*,  on  their 
jtrarncy  diligent¬ 
ly,  that  nothing 
lie  wanting  tutio 
them. 

14  And  let  ours 
aHoleani  to  main¬ 
tain  gool  ucrfc.s 
forncedljryu&t, 

that  they  be  not 
unfruitful. 


T$  All  that  arc 
whh  me  frihttc 

thee.  Greet  them 
that  lore  us  in 
faith,  Grace 

fr  with  you  all 

Auicu. 


with  me  :  For  I  purpofe,  God  willing*  to  go  thither  in 
a  little  time*  and  take  up  my  winter* quarters  there. 

13  Ami  when  yt»u  fet  out  for  that  place*  take  care  to 
bring  Zends  the  lawyer*  and  the  zealous*  laborious*  anti 
eloquent  ApoHos,  (Afta  xviii.  24*  2y)  along  with  you; 
and  to  provide  every  thing  that  may  be  needful  to  bear 
their  expencee,  and  accommodate  them  in  their  journey* 
that  nothing  proper  and  convenient  for  them  in  the  way 
ipay  be  deficient*  or  lacking  to  therm 

14  And  leave  it  as  a  charge  with  all  our  Chriftian 

friends  and  brethren  at  Crete ,  and  wherever  vof  meet 

*  « 

with  them*  that  they  he  prompt  and  willing  to  excel  in 
fuch  good  Works  of  benevolence*  and  hofpitolity  by  en* 
ter  tailing  religious  Grangers*  and^efpecially  fuch  got- 
pcI-preachcrs  as  I  have  been  but'now  recommending 
to  you,  ( ver .  12,  13.}  and  indeed  in  every  good  work 
that  is  laudable  and  ufcful  for  the  neceflary  purpofe  & 
of  glorifying  God,  and  doing  good  to  ail  men^  and  Spe¬ 
cially  to  them  of  the  houjbold  of  faith ,  (Gal.  vi.  10.} 
that  they  may  neither  be  unprof  table  to  them,  nor  barren 
or  unfruitful  themfeNes*  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jcf us  Gbryiw  (2  Pet.  i.  8*) 

15  All  the  Chriftiaiv  brethren*  who  are  at  prefent 
here*  join  with  mein  fending  their  affectionate  fatuta- 
rions  in  the  Lord,  particularly  to  yourfclf:  And  as  I 
have  wrote  this  letter  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the 
churches  in  Crete,  as  well  as  for  your  own  direction  in 
the  difeharge  of  your  office  toward  them*  I  defire  that 
the  like  kind  faluiations  may  be"  prefemed  to  all  thofe 
of  them*  that  fincerdy  love  us,  with  a  Chriftian  love* 
for  the  fake  of  that  faith*  which  we  embrace  and  preach* 
profefc  and  propagate*  which  they  themfelves  alfo  have 
received*  and  which  works  by  love.  May  the  free  fa* 
vaur  of  God  the  Father*  and  of  Jefus  Chrift*  and  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  together  with  all  its  manifestations  and 
fcicfi'vd  fruiti*  abound  towards  all  and  every  one  of  yon* 
(fee  2  Cor *  xiii.  14.}  1  This  I  heartily  wifli.  and  pray 


N  o 

plyhlspbcc  at  Crete*  earned  a  flrois^ 
mattoTi,  ihrt  Tiutswasnnt,  us  feme  would 

huve  it,  and  the  port  ft  rip  t  auis,  the  firit 
Mlhop  of  the  church  of  the  C t ct ?b  r  s  t  but 
dut  he  u  as  zn  cva^^llj  who,  to 

the  mature  of  that  office,  had  no  fixed  refi* 
dericc;  but  travelled  about,  a&occalions  re- 
paired,  from  place  lo  place,  to  *flifl  the  a* 
pofUtS  ip  their  work,  and  conie  to  them,  or 
p>  on  their  wherever  they  might 

And  them.  We  have  no  certain  account  of 
ibis  Artcmas,  nor  at  Zenas  the  lawyer,  iucq* 


tioned  in  the  next  ve^fe,  beyond  what  h 

here  (ail  of  them  ■  but  Thu?,  no  dosbr, 
wdt  inew  them,  at  haft  by  Dime,  to  1 1 
perfora  of  worthy  charavhrf-;  and  Zenos  be¬ 
ing1  joined  with  Apollns,  (ver.  *  3*)  who  w-; 
a  Jew,  is  thought  by  fosne  to  have  bee*  an 

irarprrter  of  the  Jewilh  law ;  but  Grom;* 

iuppoles,  that  he  might  be  a  Ronue  buyer, 
as  nert  tlmibritiff  brU  *hat  many,  fodi.  became 
miniliers  of  Ghdfe;  IvicanJe  ibey  fav'tfm 
all  juft  and  righteous  precepts  vote  e milieu:- 
ly  contained  lit  Ills  religion. 


Ch*  Hi* 
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maybe,  and  humbly  hope  and  truft  will  be,  your  happy 
cafe,  in  token  of  which  I  Gncerely  and  affctUonatdjr 
add,  Amttu 


RECOLLECTIONS, 


Hnw  friendly' is  the  Cimfttan  religion  to  civil  government,  and  to  an  univerfa 
benevolence  toward  perfous  of  every  rank  aod  chmdter  I  And  what  fwcct  and 
powerful  arguments  docs  it  afford  to  every  work  of  piety  tow ard-God,  nf  fetf-go- 
vernment,  and  of  tenders  eta  to  the  cbaraticrS)  together  with  meehntfs  and  gtti- 
tletivfs  toward  th*  ptrjhus  of  ail  mankind,  wr.  ether  friends  or  foes  l  May  we  of¬ 
ten  think  how  wretchedly  vile  we  were,  in  our  natural  date,  to  make  us  humble 
in  onr  own  eyes,  and  favourable  in  our  difpofitions  towards  others  that  are  in  like 
deplorable  circumftances  frill  !  We  cmrfelvts  were  foolilh,  difobedieut,  wan¬ 
derers  from  God  and  goodness,  flavrs  to  Icnfual  paflions  and  appetites,  malicious 
envious,  odious,  and  bitter  enemies  to  the  happinefs  of  one  ov  other  of  our  fellow* 
creatures*  But  O  the  riches  and  fireenefs  of  divine  mercy  and  gra;*-  ^  which,  not- 
withftaoding  all  this  u n worth! nefs  and  finfulnefs,  has  made  a  bleifed  change  in  our 
temper  and  condition,  by  means  of  the  golpcl,  wuen  it  came  to  us  in  the  light 
and  energy  of  the  fplrit !  Wc  are  hereby  brought  into  a  ftale  of  grace,  regenera¬ 
ted,  jutlfScd,  and  made  heirs  of  eternal  life,  and  have  the  mofr  folk!  grounds 
fir  a  comfortable  and  allured  hope  of  a  complete  enjoyment  of  it.  And  O  with 
what  affixing  demon  ft  rat  ion  does  it  appear,  that  this  could  never  be  for  the  fake 
of  any  good  thing  done  by  or  found  ;n  fuch  abominable  tinners  as  we  were  ;  but 
is  all  entirely  owing  to  the  mere  mercy  and  grace  of  God,  through  Jcfus  Chriffc 
osir  Saviour,  and  is  made  effeitnaito  us  by  thefpeciaJ  operation  of  his  Spirit !  that 
the  glory  of  it  all  may  be  alcribtd  to  the  Sacred  Three,  according  to  their  joint  a- 


gcticy,  and  concern iticnt  in  bringing  about  our  falvation  !  And  how  fhould 
thefe  true  and  important  flyings  of  God,  be  often  inculcated  and  im- 
pruned  upon  the  minds  and  hearts  of  believers,  forexciting  aud  ending  their 
diligent  care  to  excel  in  all  works  of  pist>\  righttoufneft,  and  charity,  that 
are  good  and  lovely  jq  them  (elves,,  and  uftful  to  mankind!  How  flmidJ  they 
friun  all  trifling,  contentious  and  unprofitable  difputes  about  religion  \  And 
with  what  Jeriournefs  IhouM  obftmte  heretics  be  warned  of  their  dangerous 
errors,  by  orderly  admonitions  *  Bin,  in  cafe  of  contumacy,  with  'what 

^ii  -  j* _ 1  i  i l.  l  _  _ ?  rk  j _ _ r  __  _  ll.i  _ l  ■  _ *  1. _ . ik* 


d  ct  eft  at  ron  fliould  they  be  reject  ed,  as  perfems  that  would  overthrow  the  foun¬ 
ds  ion  of  the  Chriftian  faith,  and  that  evidently  labour  at  this,  and  prriifl  in 
i%  aa  rheir  own  fdf  condemning  profeilion  fufiicienily  hit i fits,  whether  it  be  ,t- 
iidnft  the  duties  of  their  own  conferences  or  not!  But  how  fmcerely  aitV^l  ion* 


ate  Ihould  found  believers  be  one  to  another*  as  partakers  of  the  fame  common 
laith  ;  and  how  ready  to  afiift  each  other  in  all  their  wants,  and  to  give,  and  re¬ 
ceive  mutual  falutations  in  the  Lord  !  Miy  the  love  and  grace  of  Gou  the  Lather, 
Sun,  and  Spirit,  be  with  all  thofc  that  Live  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  linearity  and 
truth  !  Auwu 
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A  PRACTICAL 

EXPOSITION 

O  F  T  H  E 

Epiftlc  of  the  Apoftle  PAUL 

T  O 

PHILEMON. 

In  the  Form  of  a  Paraphrase. 


The  Preface  to  the  Epistle  to  PHILEMON. 

h 

THIS  epiflle  to  Phibmon^  though  very  fhort,  and  wrote  (as  fomc 
think  about  the  year  fixty,  or,  as  others  fay,  fnty*three,}  on  a 
private  occafion,  is  very  nervous,  entertaining,  and  inftru£live, 
*Tis  the  mod  perfeft  pattern  bf  familiar  letter-writing,  every  way 
worthy  of  the  great  apoftle,  and  of  our  efteem  and  imitation  :  It  gives 
us  a  mo  ft  remarkable  in  fiance  of  the  free  and  fovcrcign  grace  of  God 
to  as  abandoned  a  wretch  as  can  well  be  imagined  ;  and  of  Providen¬ 
ce’s  over-ruling,  evert  his  wicked  nets  to  fublervc  the  defign  of  grace 
towards  him  :  And  it  contains  the  livtlicft  fentiments  of  flowing  ten- 
dernefs,  genetoGty  and  humanity,  and  the  fin  eft  art  of  perfwaGve  rh&* 
toric  and  getiteel  addrefs,  together  with  the  native  beauty  of  Chrillian 
companion,  comlefccnfion,  charity,  and  love*  The  characters  under 
which  the  apoftle  i peaks  of  himfclf,  and  of  Philemon  and  Qnejintusy 
with  the  reprefen  rat  io  ns  he  makes  of  Their  refpetlive  cite  urn  fiances, 
and  the  judicious  ftructure  of  the  whole  epiftlc,  with  every  thought, 
and  indeed  every  word,  from  firft  to  lad,  in  its  proper  place,  are  calcu¬ 
lated  with  almoft  inimitably  dexterity,  and  yet  with  a  natural*  unaf¬ 
fected,  eafy  turn,  and  goujy  fincerity,  to  anfwcr  its  main  point  in 

view. 

PbUeman*  to  whom  this  letter  was  tv  rote,  appears  in  the  light  of  an 
eminent  Cbriftun,  though,  perhaps,  naturally  of  a  ftiff  temper,  and 
too  apt  to  refent  offences :  He,  probably,  was  a  perfoa  of  conlidcra* 
hie  worldly  fubftanee,  and  converted  by  the  apoftle’s  in  fir  a  mentality, 
wr.  i,— 4*  and  7, —  rp. 5  and  he  feems  to  have  been  a  Cohfan  j  for 
Qnsfimui  h  laid  to  be  otic  of  ikem^  Cel*  jy.  y.  j  and  Arcbippm^  who  is 

fduttd 
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fluted  here,  (wr.  2,)  is  direfled  to  take  heed  to  his  mmiftry  there* 
CoL  iv.  17* 

Onefunus,  oa  whofe  behalf  the  apoftle  wrote*  was  Philemon's  Have, 
and  had  turned  a  thief  and  a  runagate,  who,  in  his  rambles,  came  to 
Rome,  it  the  time  of  the  apoftlc  Paul's  full  confinement  there,  as  ap* 
peaas  from  the  hope  he  eapreffles  of  his  coming  to  ColoJfcy  ver,  22.  ao- 
fwerable  to  like  expreffiens of  it  in  that  fituation,  PbiL  i.  25.  and  if* 
34*  j  whereas,  in  his  iecond  imprifonment,  he  had  no-doubt  but  that 
the  time  of  his  departure  was  then  at  hind,  2  Tim.  iv*  6*  ;  bm,  in  his 
firft  imprifonmem,  be  was  allowed  to  prtach  to  company  that  came 
to  him  if?  bis  own  hired  houfe,  where  he  dwelt  as  a  prifoner  at  large. 
Acts  utviii,  30,  31,  (See  the  note  there*)  And  Cnefimm,  being  brought 
by  the  providence  of  God  under  thefc  miniilrations,  the  Holy  Spirit 
fet  the  word  home  upon  his  heart  to  make  it  effectual  for  his  con  ver hon, 
which  laid  the  foundation  of  a  moll  cordial  love  hutvecn  the  apoille 
and  him  ;  in  fo  much  that  Paul  would  have  been  glad  to  have  him  for 
his  attendant,  and  Oneftmus  would  willingly  have  waited  upon  him,  in 
his  confinement,  ver.  13*  But  as  the  Chriltian  religion  makes  noal* 
te  rati  on  in  civil  rights,  and  the  apoftle  had  learnt  that  Onefimus  was 
Philemon*  s  property  by  the  laws  of  the  country*  he  would  not  detain 
him  ;  but  fending  him  hack  to  his  mailer,  to  whom  he  was  willing  to 
go,  wrote  this  letter  to-difpofe  Philemon  to  forgive  former  injuries,  and 
to  receive  him  into  his  family  and  favour  again* 


S3 


After  a  very  moving  and  endearing  fafutathn%  1,-3,  and  mofi  affec* 
thnnte  exprejfions  of  joy  and  prdife *  on  account  of  Philemon**  jleady 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  arid  love  to  all  the  faint  sy  and  particular  fo 
to  the  poor  among  them ,  4,-7,  The  apofUc,  with  a  mofi  obliging  ad * 
drefS}  opens  the  compaffonate  dejign  of  his  letter,  ami  throws  toge¬ 
ther  a  variety  of  furprifingt  well  ady  lifted,  and  moving  topics,  to  rc~* 
commend  One  ft  m  us  to  Philemon**  kind  regards^  and  engage  hvn  to 
accept  of  the  return  of  his  penitent  fugitive,  who  would  uozv  make 
bhn  a  rich  amends  for  alt  the  mi  [demeanours,  he  had  formerly  been 
gwby  *f  1  ***d  far  whom  the  apoftle  promt fes  to  make  up  any  lofs  that 
Philemon  hndfuftai ned  hy  him^^y — *22  \  And  then  concludes,  accord¬ 
ing  to  hts  cujlom,  with  falutations ,  and  a  hencditlhut  23, — 25* 


T  v  n\ 


PAUL,  a  pri- 
fjivjr  of  Je* 
tiu 


Paraphrase, 

AU  Ly  t  who  ts  now  fufrVring  as  a  prifoner  at  Rorne^ 
on  account  of  his  faithful  testimony  to  Jcfus  Chrifl, 

in 


NOT!:. 


f  S;ncc  the  apnftle  inUntM  to  proceed^ 
not  o?  dii!  foul  of  author} tv y  !>ut  flfu  trie  ml- 

**  fliip  +*m|  love,”  in  his  add cels  to  Philenson, 
^  **r.  B,  9* )  his  prefacing  thttepiftfe  vy  itii‘ 4  Pari, 
the  pritbncf  of  the  Lord,"  more  t«jL- 
?hk(  4i+CCntj  ai'd  rr  el  ting,  3S  welt  as  terras* 

and  more  likely  Eo  wrk  u~.au  a 


C^mptiTionat^  generous  fritl,  and  foto  ewy 
hU  point,  thstn  if  htf  b;id  Ijjcuo  A:th* <(  IJ<nd 
14  the  of  jri'ii?  (wiiicii  i/hi* 

Imi'ill  Will  h»rt>  to  b*)  ^  lie  U^rilly- 

d  el  rtfht-r  c-ilu**.  w^ore  mv  concernc'!  In 

■  V  ■■ 

d'efti  ri'hiT  or  ■;  if  pit  his  author:* 

r\\  (See  the  noier>n  Oil.  l  j.) 
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Jus  Cmifl,  and 
Timothyiwir  bro¬ 
ther,  unto  Phile  *■ 
mon,  oik  dftirl  y 

Altai  fel¬ 
low -labourer; 

i  And  to  our 
iielond  Apphid, 
Pinl  Aichippus 
0-ut  fell;*  wobblier, 
zi\d  io  :hr  church 
\a  thy  houfe : 


3  Qr:ceto  ywt 

{Hid  peace  i'rem 
ftixl  our  I’allier, 
and  the  JiOrd  J'j- 
ius  Chrttt . 

s 


in  preaching  the  gofpel  of  falvation  alone  through  faith 
in  him  s  and  the  excellent  Timothy^  who,  as  a  Chrifti- 
an  and  minifter,  is  a  brother  in  the  houfhold  of  faith, 
and  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  heartily  join  {fee  the  note 
i  Cor *  i*  j.)  in  fcnd'ng  this  epiftle  to  PinUmon*  our 
dcaily  beloved  brother  in  Chrifl,  (wr.  7*)  and  fellow- 
fervant  for  promoting  his  cat^fe  and  intereft,  according 
to  the  advantageous  ftation  in  which  God  has  placed 
him  *  ;  as  alfo  to  rhe  amiable  Apphiaf  whom  we  love 
in  the  truth,  (2  John  ver,  u)  and  to  the  Colofftan  mi- 
nifter,  Arch}ppysy  who,  having  lifted  under  the  banner 
of  the  Captain  of  falvatton,  wars  a  good  warfare,  as  a 
fellow-foldier  with  us,  for  die  advancement  of  his  king¬ 
dom  and  glory ;  ami  to  the  whole  of  your  religious  fa¬ 
mily,  dear  Philemon^  which  for  the  beauty  of  its  difei- 
plinc  ami  oulci,  facial  worfhip,  harmony  and  holy 
converfatioi],  is  a  lively  image  of  a  regular  church  of 
Chrift, 

3  We  meft  affe£lionate!y  unite  in  our  earneft  wifhes 
and- prayers,  that  the  riches  of  divine  grace  in  thtir  ut- 
moft  extent,  mantfeftations,  fruits  and  efFeffcs,  and  all 
manner  of  profperuy  for  this  world  and  2  better,  may 
be  multiplied  to  all,  and  every  one  of  you,  {****)  by 
the  free  gift  of  God  our  heavenly  Father,  as  the  origi¬ 
nal  fountain  j  and  by  the  mediation,  merit  and  com¬ 
munication  of  the  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  as  the  grand  ap¬ 
pointed  medium  of  conveyance,  and  the  procurer  and 
difpenfer  of  all,  in  the  ad  111  inift ration  of  bis  office,  as 
mediator. 


4  T  thank  my 
CVirL, 

prnlinil  rtf  tl»CC 

always  in  nsv 
■  * 

prayers, 

y  Hearing  of 
thy  love  and. 

faith. 


4,  5  As  to  yourfdf  in  particular,  my  compaflionate 
good  friend,  Fhikmony  I  am  full  of  thanlcfgiving  and 
praife,  on  your  behalf,  ro  my  covenant  God  and  Father, 
bearing  you  on  my  heart,  and  mentioning  you  before 
him  with  great  delight  in  my  daily  addrtfles  at  the 
throne  of  grace,  on  account  of  what  I  have  had  the 

pleafure 


NOTE 


*  A*  to  die  ptrfiris  folded  :;**  thefc  two 

yerff-,  Philemon's  heiny:  v  \'i  tl  a  {*- 

mry  probably  tnlinv^i^  ilint  tK  was 
;n  the  work  of  the  minify,  hut 
doe*  "not  certainly  prove  it  i  liec^ttll'  ar.y  tlmt 
wre  sdliilrar  to  the  gpoftlc*,  tho'  hut  in  pri¬ 
vate  tvUUini,  iW  helpin'*  forward  the  work 
of  the  Lrrd,  we*e  fbmettmes  fpoken  c<  to¬ 
iler  that  chara^rrr,  as  A^uiU  apd  iVifcilla 
were,  Rom.  xvi.  3.  (h-r.  the  paraphrafe 
there, )  and  they  thit  hofpirahly  arcivvd  ihe 
Servants  of  Chttft,  are  called  /f.VWdwrffj 
(.TutFfjrti)  ts  the  troth*  3  John,  ver  G*— * Ap¬ 
his  is  Aippcfi-d  ky  ibroc  of  the  aocrentj  :o 
ave  been  Philemon**  udfe;  the  epithet^ 
hvtA  (ayxrttfti)  h  feminine,  but  the  Atait- 


sndtian,  Claremont*  and  oilier  copies  add 
fijhr.  (ViL  Mili  in  -Ar chippie  was 

a  rjiniftcr  of  the  church  at  ColoiTe,  (Teethe 
parayjimie  oh  CoL  iv*  17.)  awl  Dr  Light- 
Toot  inclined  to  think,  that  he  was  Pfcile- 
mef/a  fonf  or  at  a  fojoumcr  in  ln> 
iionie,  (V^l,  I,  p.  oi  his  wdr Its* )— Tlie 
church  in  Phitemnn’j  tioufc  fwms  to  take  in 
the  whole  of  his  Ghtiftian  family.  (Sec  the 
no'f  tin  Rcrcr,  *vi.  jJ  And  fu  the  apoftle 
fiUucd  all  ihat  were  dear  10  him  and  dwelt 
with  him,  and  fpoke  Kano u jab ly  and  affec- 
tbrareiy  of  ihem  to  i n gradate kirofelf  with 
them,  ;md  cn^ae^truir  tntcreft  with  fink* 
iron  in  favour  of  Oncfimuk 


»  _ 
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ttiih,  which  thou 
hrjft  toward  the 
J/-ni  jelhs,  >nd 
toward  tildiiitt; 


That  the  com* 
rr  unication  of  thy 
faith  may,  he* 
comceJfcAtiaE,  hy 
the  acknowltrlj* 
ji)£  of  every  good 
ili i HU  which  is  in 
yf  ut  in  Chrjll  Jc- 
ius. 


T  For  we  have 
great  joy  andcon- 
tabtion  in  thy 
love,  heeaofe  the 
bowel*  of  the 
faint*  are  rcfrdh- 
eit  by  thee,  hro* 
thcr. 


&  Wherefore, 
though  I  miffhtbc 
much  hold  \n 
Cl i rift,  to  erjo:n 
thee  that  which 
is  con  venicul : 


pleafure  of  bearing,  upon  ^ood  intelligence,  of  the 
continued  (ledfaftiids,  lively  exercifc  and  increafe,  and 
honourable  profeiEon  of  your  faith ,  which  you  bold  faft 
in  a  firm  dependence  on  the  per  foil  and  offices,  righte- 
oufnefs,  grace  sad  government  of  Jtfus,  who  is  Lord 
of  all  +  $  and  of  ycur  growing  and  exemplary  love  to 
sll  the  holy  profeffors  of  his  name,  beenufe  they  vifibly 
bear  his  image,  belong  to  him,  and  are  beloved  of  him- 

6  And,  in  reflection  on  this,  my  earnefl  requeft  to 
God  for  you  is,  that  your  iharing  in  the  common  faith 
may  be  effeftual  to  engage  you  unto  all  further  a£ts  of 
gencrofity;  and  that  your  readintfs  to  com  munic  jte,  as 
the  fruit  of  your  faith,  may  be  an  effectual  means  of 
inducing  all  that  hear  of  it,  and  efpeciaily  that  receive 
the  benefit,  to  make  the  mod  grateful  acknowledgments 
of  all  thofe  kind  and  holy  difpofi cions  that  are  wrought 
and  operate  in  you  and  your  benevolent  family  (tr 

tif  x^irflv  !»?*>}  toward  JdW  Chfift,  and  his  poor  members 
and  fervams,  for  his  Lke,  by  virtue  derived  from  him, 
and  to  his  honour  anti  glcry,  and  the  furtherance  of 

his  gofptl. 

7  For  *tis  an  exceeding  great  joy  and  confolation  to 
me  id  my  bonds,  as  it  uifo  is  to  Timotkjy  (vrr.  1  )  to 
think  of  the  generous  expreflions  of  your  fincere  love  ; 
becaufe  I  am  informed,  that  the  hungry  appetites  and 
empty  (tomachs  of  the  poor,  whether  private  Chritti- 
ans,  or  holy  miniflcrs,  arc  abundantly  relieved  and  fa- 
tisfied,  to  the  comforting  of  their  hearts,  by  your  cha¬ 
ritable  donations,  mv  dear  brother. 

4  / 

8  Encouraged  therefore  by  your  pious 
firmatc  temper,  iW,  wsre  1  to  infill  on 


and  compaf- 
my  apoftolic 


9  Yet  for  lore's 

£.fce 


authority,  which  I  have  received  from  Chriit,  and  ou 
your  obligations  to  me  his  femur,  {ver*  19.)  1  might, 
with  the  high  rone  cf  a  filrher,  take  the  freedom  of 
commanding  you  to  do  what  is  proper,  fit  and  right  in 
the  cafe  I  ant  going  to  recommend  to  you, 

jj  Yet  I  rather  choufe  to  wave  that  *  ,  and,  putting 

myfelf 

T  E  S. 

hr:  fu:h  ronftrnCtlon  Is  allowable  in  Grtelr 
and  1: it-d  by  the  n&Ueft  anthers- 

*  Tn  wh.-tt  a  hamlfnme  manner  does  the 
syofticunt  him,  and  ircnialuiJy  drop,  [he 
Cfinlrdcnitjon  of  his  junlioruy  to  command t 
an  l  proceed,  in  the  moff  tender  and  moving 
flrjtn,  i!|>o«  the  foot  c?f  fovt  and  frirndflii]). 


M  a 

t  Faith  manffcftly  refers  to  the  Lord  yc- 
fit*  and  Aw  to  aj£  the  faints,  according  to 
[lie  natural  order  hi  which  the fo  ex pre (lions* 
arc  fct,  Oil,  i.  4,;  And  therefore  hu\  wr-M 
in  lcvcj&l  other  plaas,  tlisre  nmft  he  id* 
luvwtd  a  n  aMhafrkm  of  words ;  and  £>  the 
rc^ml^r  p*fu  on  of  them  in  this  Sentence  is 
thus, 

"  haft 

Wiirdi 

Mr  fl 


/  -  ■  r  -  » 

J*  &?•)  improperly  retained  :he  trinl’-’O*  whnfe  ^c- nr  rot  is  imdhc  had  juft  hirforc^t^d 

htMi,  vhkU  will  not  he  Liidurcd  io  Esj/yfc,  the  mot i  pitting  fcBniicti*  thz-t  'r'i" 

'  Irru;; 


ijo  tlx  Efifile  to  Philemon  paraphraftd \ 


Jake  I  nO icr  he* 

feoch  tbefy  bring 
foch  a  dk  as  Paul 
the  agudieod  now 
elfo  a  prifotier  of 
JdttS  Chrift 


lo  I  hcfcrch 
thee  for  my  fbn 
Dad)  mis,  whom 
1  have  begftttfn 
ia  my  bonds  : 


is  Which  in 
time  pad  «u  to 
thee  DDpro&dblr, 
hut  now  profit- 
able  to  thec  and 
tom: 


myfelf  upon  a  level  with  you,  as  your  brother  In  Chrift, 
(ver.  7.)  to  imreat  it  of  you,  as  fitch*  by  ail  the  Jove* 
that  the  Lord  him  (elf,  and  I  bear  to  you*  and  that  you 
bear  to  him  ami  his  poor*  and  particularly  to  me  his 
fuffering  fervant ;  and  I  cannot  doubt*  but  that  your 
fenfe  of  tbe  love  of  Chrift  to  you*  and  your  love  to  him 
and  his  members*  and  your  compaflionate  and  tenderly 
fympathizing  regards  to  me,  will  move  you  to  do  what 
in  you  lyes  to  comfort  me,  when  you  consider  that  I  am 
not  only  Pi iult  your  fad  friend  and  brother,  hot  your 
aged  friend  of  ripe  judgment,  and  grown  old  in  the 
fervict  of  our  common  Lord  ;  and  am  now,  under  the 
infirmities  and  decays  of  advanced  years,  fuffering  all 
the  harddiips  of  a  prifon,  through  the  malice  of  my 
enemies,  for  the  fake  of  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  gofpel, 
which  1  preach,  and  you  have  received* 

10  What  I,  in  all  love,  would  particularly  requeft 
of  you,  amt  is  the  prefent  occafion  of  my  writing,  re¬ 
lates  to  your  (hewing  kindnefs  to  one,  who,  by  a  won¬ 
derful  change  wrought  upon  him,  is  become  as  dear  to 
me,  as  though  in  a  literal  fenfe  he  were  a  fon  that  had 
proceeded  from  my  own  bowels,  (ver>  12.) :  To  fpealc 
plainly,  if  it  may  be  without  offence,  I  mean  0ncfimttx9 
your  poor  flave,  to  whom,  whatfoever  he  was  before, 
1  am  become  a  fpiritual  father,  as  having  been  inflru- 
mental,  through  the  grace  of  Chnft,  in  regenerating 
him  by  means  of  the  word,  which  1  have  been  permit¬ 
ted  to  preach  in  my  confinement 

1 1  In  this  manner  have  I  begotten  him  to  Chrift,  who, 
as  I  perceive  by  his  own  penitent  confellion  with  bro* 
kennefs  of  heart,  was  formerly  a  wort  hi  eft  and  injuri¬ 
ous  fervant  to  you  j  but  now  having  pifled  through  the 
new  birth,  is  become,  according  to  Ehe  fignification  of 
his  name,  a  very  u/efut  one,  and  will  approve  himfeff 
to  be  diligent  and  faithful  to  the  advantage  of  any  that 
may  employ  him,  as  1  have  found  him  to  be  to  myfclf 
fince  his  converGon,  He  would  certainly  make  a  very 
good  fervant  now  to  you,  were  you  to  take  him  again 
into  your  houfe  nttd  favour ;  and  1  fhould  reckon  myfclf 
very  happy  in  his  fervicc,  were  he  to  remain  with  me, 

1 2  U  |xm 


NOTE. 


from  doing  good,  by  reciting,  with  jny  and 
praifr,  the  great  love  and  liberality  ho  h:d 
(hewn  to  all  the  faints]  w*  4, — 7.  And 
with  wbal  endearment,  in  the  next  verfe, 
clvCS  he  cal)  Onefimus  before  he  fo 

much  at  mention*  his  na*uc ;  and  as  Toon  as 
lie  had  mmiiniicd  it)  left  PiulesnoiVS  refi-ut*- 
went  tiluuU  r;:c  too  high  at  tire,  very  he.r* 
tag  :t#  v;:h  vd;ai  Sue  addrefs  ifovs  ivc  cdy 


juft  touch  upon  his  former  faults,  and  in* 
dandy  pafs  on  to  the  happy  change  t!wt 
u'ii  ma<le  upon  him,  to  t.ny  Philemon's 
thoughts  off  from  wjr^i  had  been  had,  to 

what  now  was  j»-nrnl  in  him*  and  fi>  riiJpnfl? 

him  to  attend  to  the  apuftle*  reoneft,  :ir-i 

to  all  the  motives  he  goinfl  to  idviacc 

to  os farce  it,  Ui  QiieJimu/,  to  vain  ! 

* 


\ 

The  Eptfile  to  Philumok  p/traphrafttL 


li  Whom  I 
have  lent  again  : 
thou  therefore  re* 
ctive  him  (imt  u 
mine  own  botvd** 


1 3  Whom  I 
would  hive  re¬ 
tained  with  roe* 

that  in  thv  fit  ad 

■ 

ho  might  have 
mini  ft  rcri  unto 
me  tn  the  bonds 
of  the  gofpeh 


14  But  with¬ 
out  th]r  Ujiind 
would  f  df>  no* 
thit;-;  that  thy 
btnrti:  fluvild  iwt 
be  a*  it  were  of 

jicctflTcy,  hut 
willingly. 


t  $  For  perhaps 
he  therefore  do* 
piTied  f^r  a  fca- 
(bn,  that  thou 
AnuMdt  rixcivc 
him  for  ever ; 


II  Upon  the  proof  I  have  had  of  him*  and  knowing 
his  wiHingnefs  to  return  .rnd  fubmit  himfelf,  and  mate 
all  bumble  acknowledgments  of  his  former  crime?* 
and  do  hi0  duty  for  tirm:  ro  come*  I  have  feat  him 
back  again  to  you,  with  this  rccommtmrtatory  letter  ;  I 
therefore  eamcllly  befeecn  you,  {ver*  10*)  to  receive 
him  into  your  favour  and  family*  for  my  faltt,  as  well 
as  for  your  own  advantage,  with  the  fame  readinefs  and 
affe&ion,  as  you  would  any  child  of  mine,  tenderly  be* 
loved  by  me*  as  the  fruit  of  my  own  body,  and  fo  a 
part  of  ruyfidf*  who  (hail  rejoice,  or  be  grieved  at  heart* 
according  to  your  good,  or  I'evcre  treatment  of  him, 

13  For  my  own  part,  1  would  have  gladly  kept  him 
with  me,  to  perform  all  the  good  offices  toward  me, 
which  I  am  fatisfied,  were  you  here,  you  wouldbe wil¬ 
ling  to  do  for  me  your fid f  ;  or  which,  in  your  abfenee, 
you  would  wifh  any  fervant  of  yours  fhould  do  in  your 
ftead,  while  I  am  loaded  and  confined  with  the  chains* 
that,  for  preaching  the  gofpel,  are  laid  upon  me*  as  a 
prifoncr  of  Jefus  Chrilt  ( ver *  9.) 

14  But  how  much  {never  X  fhould  have  chofen,  and 
been  pleated  with  this,  Iconfider  him  as  your  property* 
who  have  a  legal  right  to  him,  and  to  all  his  beft  fer- 
vice;  and  therefore  would  not  take  one  ftep  this  way* 
without  your  approbation  and  free  content,  that  the  be¬ 
nefit  1  fhould  receive  from  your  fervant,  and  confequent- 
ly  from  yourfelf,  might  not  be  extorted  from  you*  as 
what  you  could  not  decently  refufe  ;  but  that  it  might 
be  left  entirely  to  your  own  choice,  to  do  in  it  juft  as 
you  think  beft  ;  and  that  whatever  favour  yon  may  (hew 
him  and  me,  it  might  not  proceed  from  any  force  upon 
your  inclinations  ;  but  merely  from  your  own  good-will 
and  pleafiire* 

15  For,  poflibly,  the  defign  of  Providence,  in  per¬ 
mitting  his  leaving  you,  anil  your  lefing  his  fervice  for 
a  little  time,  as  it  were  but  for  an  bour,  {*?>**?**)  was, 
not  only  that  he  might  be  brought  umler  thofe  means 
of  grace  which  God  intended  to  imkc  effe£hial  for  his 
conrerfion,  who,  under  all  the  excellent  opportunities 
he  had  in  your  eminent  religious  family,  grew  worfe 
and  worfe ;  butalfo  that  he  might  be  made  a  fo  much  bet¬ 
ter  fervant,  and  he  fo  ingratiated  thereby  to  you,  as 
might  give  you  the  greater  pleafure  and  advantage  in 
receiving  him  again,  to  continue  with  you  all  the  days 

of  his  life,  *  like  thofe  fervants  under  the  law,  who  faid, 

1  love 


N  O  T  E* 

*  Ttr  mtt  iicr^i  in  at  ibmsfa:*-  tt>  Utcouri  of  t!ie  ftrvant's  life ;  nor  ran  it  h#r 

wfc,  toiiKod.  wiij  ui.iw;  ai;y  iintber,  if  we  frppojc,  w»It 

r  1  ’  ulhcc* 


Not  now  ns 
ft  icrvant,  but 
above  3  frrvant,  3 
brother  bcbTcd, 
iperially  10  mcy 
box  how  much 

more  onto  ihce, 
boih  in  the  fc=ht 
ftoi  ia  the  Lord  *? 


n  If  thou 
maoE  me  there- 
(o«  *  partner, 

revive  him  as 

•aytclf. 


(S  If  hr  Jiath 
wmnged  thee, 'or 

wrfh  thtc  uugfit, 
pot  that  i>u  mine 

BCTOOUt. 


ip  1  Paul  have 

Vriuen  it  t?ith 
mine  otui  hand, 

I  wilt 


ThtEpyiU  to  Philemon  paraphrafed* 

I  love  my  mjjfor,  and  mill  not  go  out  fretf  (Ex*  x^i-  5  J 
and  even  to  dwell  with  you  in  heaven  to  all  eternity* 

16  You  may  entertain  him  now,  doe  merely  as  1 
common  {errant  or  flave;  but  as  one  that  is  worthy  of 
flill  higher  rcfpc£t,  even  as  a  brother  in  the  l^ord,  great¬ 
ly  beloved  of  him,  and  of  all  his  Chriftian  acquaintan¬ 
ces  ;  and  efpectally  of  me,  who  have  been  the  inftru- 
merit  of 'this  happy  and  holy  change  upon  him,  and 
have  had  the  belt  opportunities  of  obferving  his  honour¬ 
able  behaviour  in  cunfequence  of  it  i  but  how  much 
more  ftiil  ought  he  now  10  be  affe&ionatdy  efteemed 
and  valued  by  you,  as  your  property,  relating  to  the 
concerns  of  the  body,  and  as  henceforth  your  mod  lov¬ 
ing  and  dutiful  f civ  anti  yea,  as  your  brother  in  the 
faith  and  fellovvlliip  of  the  gofpel,  and  equal  (barer,  as 
fetch,  with  you,  in  all  the  privileges  and  bldTmgs  of 
ChritVs  family  and  kingdom  here,  and  for  ever  here¬ 
after* 

17  If  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  you  have  any  value 
and  refpett  for  me,  and  count  me  your  friend,  brother, 
fellow*-]  abourer,  and  joint-heir  of  grace  and  glory,  and 
one  that  has  be en  bit  fled  of  God  to  the  good  of  your 
own  foul ;  and  would  make  me  a  partaker  oi  that  ge¬ 
nerous  goodnefs  which  you  have  been  fo  ready  to  (how 
to  others,  [ycr*  7*)  1  bcfeech  you  not  to  deny  my  re- 
queft  ;  but  receive  him  with  the  fame  cheaifulnefs  and 
kindnefs  as  you  would  my  own  perfon,  who  fo  tender¬ 
ly  intereft  myfelf  in  his  cafe,  and  (hill  reckon  your  fa¬ 
vour  to  him  as  {hewn  to  my  ft  if.  .. 

18  If  (3$  there  is  great  reafon  to  fear)  you  have  fuf* 
tained  Ms  or  damage,  by  his  purloinings  or  embezzle¬ 
ments,  be  it  to  a  greater  or  teller  degree,  or  if  he  is  any 
way  in  debt  ro  you,  ler  not  that  hinder  your  free  re¬ 
ception  of  him*  Though  he  be  not  able  to  make  any 
refti lotion,  place  all  that  to  my  account  *  ;  fo  as,  in  a 
way  of  legal  eRimation,  to  impute  it  to  me,  and  make 
me  anfwerable  for  it* 

19  I  Pau^  your  faithful  friend,  engage  to  you,  as  I 
now  do,  under  my  own  hand-writing,  that  (God  wil- 

1  will  ceitainly  clear  oil'  this  fcore,  and  tnake  you 

full 


hot 

jQthenj  that  the  apoftlt  referred  to  h at  then- 
Jfcrwmift,  that  were  bought  by  the  //Wiiftf 
to  be  th^h  hood-men  and  bond-maids  for 
frer^Ler.  xvr*  4^  46.  :  Hitt  iheargumenm 
f:ij|  more  touching  on  fu  ppnft Hon  that  the 
aprflc  had  a  fwrrbcr  m  to  thdi  eternally 
dwelling;  tr^c!htr  in  heaven. 

*  P*t  ibjt  ca  mkr  aunt3  ttm  i\- 


vt/ft)  or  <m£3r/e  if prefix  and  gtees  ^ 
ajuit  notion  of  proper  fjHj?NtaA*R,  in  a  w^yof 
legal  account :  and  this  ^ith  a  firm  tar  vetb  nf 
like  figmifcaiion  i*  rendered  b#~ 

wiih  regard  to Jinaad  ri^htcGajhcji,  Rom, 
iv,  <S,  Sp  11.  ami  V.  I  5*  litre  then  i?a  jitain 
iuftance  of  iho  imputation  nJ  4hal  to  anotbci, 
which  not  U:$  Lcfuj;* 


1  wiU  repay  it; 
albeit  !  do  not 
fry  tr>  the*  bin* 
tkoil  uwcfl  unto 
tt\z  even  tiling 

fclf  betides. 


i£>  Yea,  bro¬ 
ther,  let  me  have 
joy  of  thee  \n  the 
Lord:  refrclh  my 
bnvcls  in  the 
Lord* 


a  1  Hairing  con¬ 
fidence  in  thy  0- 
bedtroce,  [  wrote 

tnto  theeT  know- 
big  that  chon 
vili  affh  do  more 
than  i  bay. 


11  But  withal 
prepare  me  al  lb  1 
IncLsrin^r :  for  t 

irufl  that  through 

yoof  prayers  l 
PteU  be  £ivrn  uc- 

t'j  you* 


13  There  fa¬ 
in*,  c  thee 
T?hns  my  fellow- 
prtfoncr  iu  Cbrill 

J-ih* ; 


The  Epijik  f3  Philemon  porapbrajed.  aj$ 

n 

full  fatisfattion  to  the  urmoft  farthing:  This  I  will 
cheerfully  do*  notwith (landing  my  flraittn’d  circumftan* 
ces,  .and  your  affluence;  though  I  might  infid  upon  it» 
but  (hall  not}  that,  in  balancing  accounts,  you  owe  me 
a  great  deal -more  than  he  can  have  wrong\l  you  of} 
even;  in  z  way  of  inftruincncjlity>  the  falvatiun  of  your 
own  foul,  as  I  was  the  means. of  bringing  you  to  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  faith  in  him  for  eternal  life. 

20  Yea,  I  earncftly  befcecb  you,  as  a  brother  in  fa- 
cred  relation  to  mey  as  well  as  to  Onejimusy  to  receive 
him  cordially  for  my  fake,  as  well  as  his  own,  not  to 
fay  for  yours  alfo,  and  mod  of  all  for  the  Lord  Jefu$*s 
fake,  that  I  may  rejoice  in  reflection  upon  the  efficacy 
of  his  grace  to  engage  your  lor*  and  forgivenefs  to  this 
poor  (lave}  as  one  that  you  and  I  dleem,  under  thccoa* 
ii deration  of  him  as  united  to  Chrift  by  filth  \  let  my 
heart  be  comforted  now,  in  my  bonds,  with  the  great 
pleafure  I  (lull  fed  in  your  dealing  kindly  with  him, 
whom  I  am  fo  touchingly  concerned  for,  on  the  Lord 
Chrift’s  account,  in  whole  name  1  beg  this  favour  of 
you, 

2 1  Tbe  great  confidence  I  have  had  in  your  willing- 
nefs  to  hearken  to  me,  and  yield  obedience  ro  our  Lord's 
commands,  with  rcfpeil  to  forgiving  injuries,  and  re¬ 
ceiving  a  difciple  in  the  name  of  a  difcipte,  (Maf.  x. 
42.  and  Luke  iru  37*}  encouraged  me  to  write  to  you 
on  behalf  of  this  poor  returning  fugitive  ;  and  1  hare  a 
pleating  fatisfaflion  in  my  own  mind,  that  you  will  be 
ready  to  lliow  him,  even  more  favour  than  I  have 
requefted  for  him  j  and  fo  1  leave  that  matter  for  the 
.prefen  r. 

22  ttut  1  would  further  add  my  defire,  that  you  would 
provide  fonts  proper  place  for  me  to  lodge  at  when  I 
come  to  Colojft)  and  may  have  an  opportunity  of  ma¬ 
king  a  perfonal  acknowledgment  &£  your  kinduefs  to 
QiteJimuSj  and  me  therein,  and  of  paying  what  he  owes 
you  ;  For  1  trull  in  th:  Lord,  that  by  means  of,  and  ia 
anfwer  to  your  and  other  Chadians  prayers,  (PAiL  u 
19.},  I  (hull  for  this  tine  be  for  at  liberty  from  my 
bonds,  as  one  gmciouily  given  of  God  to  you  for  your 
further  fpiritual  profit,  and  £  ha  1 1  have  the  pleafure  of 
making  you  a  vifit  to  our  mutual  fatisfa&ion* 

23  Ep<tpbra*%  one  of  your  mi  miters,  a  dear  fellow- 
fervaut,  who  is  fervent  in  prayer,  and  has  a  great  zeal 
for  the  church  of  CokJfcy  (Cob  i«  7.  and  iv.  12,  13.}  and 
ifi  now  my  fellow-fufTcrer  in  priibn  for  the  caufe  of 
Chrift,  feuds  his  moft  aflFcfticnatc  refpefts  ro  you,  (fee 
the  note  on  PAiL  ii*  25*} 


24  And 


Tit  EpiJUe  to  Philemon  paraphrafed. 


14  Martas,  A- 
rllbrcbys^  Do¬ 
nas,  Loess,  my 
feUow-laUnutrs. 


if  The  grace 
of  our  Lord  Jcfus 
Ctmft  tbc  with 
your  Jpirif+  A- 

nica. 


24  And  lo  docs  Join  Mark9  for  whom  I  have  the 
great  eft  friendfliip,  notwithftanding  fome  former  diC* 
plcafure  I  conceived  at  his  having  gone  from  me*  (A£ls 
IT*  37*  3^0  as  alfo  Arifiarchus  the  Macedonian*  who 

was  expofed  to  the  utmoft  danger*  for  my  fake;  at  Efhe~ 
fus+  (Afts  xix. -2p.)  andDmtfjf;  and  Luke  the  belo¬ 
ved  phyfidan*  {CoL  iv*  (4,)  who  are  my  fellow  labour¬ 
ers  in  the  work  of  the  Lord* 

25  May  the  free  love  and  favour  of  our  Lord  Jcfus 

Chrtft,  with  aH  its  fuitable  and  abounding  manifcfta* 
tions,  fruits,  and  effects,  be  with  the  foul  of  every  one 
of  you,  {p*tx  T*  )  to  guide,  comfort,  ftrength- 

en,  and  fan£lify  you,  yet  more  and  more,  and  to  flip* 
ply  alt  your  wants,  till  ye  arrive  at  his  heavenly  king¬ 
dom*  In  teftimony  of  my  ardent  defire  and  hope  of 
this  all-compre  hen  five  blelUng  for  you,  I  fay  Amen* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


What  a  wonderful  change  does  fovcTeigit  grace  make  upon  Tinners,  as  profli¬ 
gate*  baft,  and  aboiuloncd  as  Onefimu s  had  been,  who  of  a  perfidious  thief,  un¬ 
profitable  lazy  Have*  and  vagrant  and  runagate  from  his  matter,  became  a  fober, 
diligent,  ufcful,  ami  faithful  tenant  !  O  how  entity  can  God  over-rule  even  the 
wickedoete  of  thoft  for  good,  to  ivhorn  he  has  a  ddign  of  (bowing  mercy  !  With 
what  tender  affection  do  the  inftruir.cnts  of  thejr  convcrfion  think  and  fpeak  of 
them,  as  though  they  were  the  children  of  their  own  bowels  !  How  becoming  is 
it  forthofc,  that  arc  their  matters  after  the  flefh,  and  have  been  injured  by  them* 
to  forgive  and  love  fuch  penitents,  as  more  than  bare  tenants,  even  as  brethren 
in  the  Lord !  How  happy  may  they  think  themfclves  in  the  future  better  tervJces, 
that  arc  to  be  charitably  expected  from  them  !  And  how  worthy  of  imitation  is 
the  great  apoftte’s  wifdom,  condefeenfion,  and  engaging  way  of  arguing*  to  re¬ 
commend  returning  penitents  to  the  favour  and  Com  path  on  of  thofe  that  had 
been  juttly  offended  at  them  for  pa  ft  abufes  !  They  are  to  be  mtreated  for  love’s 
fake,  with  an  addrefs  to  their  benevolent  temper,  and  confidence  in  their  frienrf- 
fliip ;  and  with  the  moft  mollifying.  in  fit  ad  of  aggravating  rcprcfcntations  of  the 
crimes  that  have  been  committed,  rather  than  to  be  over-aw'd  with  authority ; 
or  deprived  of  their  civil  property,  without  their  own  free  content:  They  are  to 
be  reminded  of  the  happy  turn  that  is  given  to  the  formerly  iniquitous  difpofition 
of  him  that  is  recommended  to  their  favour  ^  of  the  advantage  that  will  accrue 
lo  themMves  by  complying  with  a  requeft  on  his  behalf;  and  of  the  k  indue- ft 
that  wifi  be  therein  iittjwn,  not  to  fay  the  obligation  they  arc  under*  to  the  inter¬ 
ceding  friend,  who  will  efteem  it  as  done  to  hunfelf,  will  rca<Uly  undertake  to  re¬ 
pay  any  damages  that  have  been  fufleral  by  pn  Hoi  ni  ngs,  or  other  wile,  and  will 
rejoice  in  the  Lord,  tm  account  of  hisdifpofiug  them  to  manifeft  a  forgiving  fpi- 
rit  for  bis  fake.  With  what  face  could  any,  that  harden  themtelvcs  again  ft  fucfi 
melting  importunity,  ever  think  of  feeing  thefrirnd  that  ulesit  with  fb  much 
earned  concern  for  its  fuccefs  ;  cfpecially  if  tic  be  one,  to  whom  they,  in  fome 
tenfe,  owe  their  own  happtntft  for  this  world,  or  a  better  ?  And  O  bow  amiable 
is  the  perfon  whofe  faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  love  to  all  the  faints  aTC  difplaycd, 
in  forgiving  the  offences  of  brethren,  and  bountifully  refrt  flung  the  bowels  of 
the  poor,  and  in  contributing,  all  that  in  him  Jvts,  to  the  comfort  of  the  aged, 

perfected, 


NOTE, 

t  This  is  that  Demat,  who  afterward*,  “  ioved  this  prefent  world***  %  Tim*  hi  ie. 
in  the  apofllc*s  fecond  bprifooment  at  (i?e  (he  note  there-) 

Rome*  tarrock  him  m  hii  troubles, *F  having 
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pcrfecuted,  a  minted  fcrvantsof  the  Lord;  and  whofe  religious  Family  appears 
wkb  ail  the  beauty  and  order  of  a  church  of  Chri(l '  Such  exemplary  and  ultfai 
profdTora  of  the  gofpel  oujthttobe  remembered,  with  thankful  rids  to  Godin 
prayer  ;  and  there  cannot  but  be  an  exceeding  plcafure  in  folutin?  them  after  a 
godly  fort,  and  haring  a  holy  parrrerfhip  and  communion  with  them.  Who 
would  not  wUli*  that  every  blejfing  of  grace  and  peace  rrwybc  multiplied  to  them* 
from  the  Father  of  mercies*  through  the  mediation  of  his  Son  I  May  the  grace 
of  our  Lord  Jclus  Cbriit  be  with  their  [pints;  and  all  that  love  him  fay  Amen* 
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The  Preface  to  the  Epistle  to  the  HEBREWS. 

THIS  epiftlc  to  the  Hebrews  is  moft  generally  fuppofed,  and  that 
with  the  gteatefl  probability,  to  have  been  written  by  the  apoftle 
pjui  before  the  deftruflion  of  Jerufafcm ,  while  he  was  a  prifoner  at 
Rome  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  jixty-three  ;  though  on  account  of 
JivtiJl  prejudices  again (1  him,  as  the  apoftie  of  the  Gentiles ,  aod  a 
llremious  aflerter  of  juftification  alone  through  faith  in  Chrift  without 
the  deeds  of  the  law,  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  point  of  great  pru¬ 
dence  in  him,  that  he  concealed  his  name,  and  that  inftead  of  laying 
the  weight  of  his  do&rine,  as  he  ufually  did  in  other  epiftles,  upon 
his  apoltotic  authority,  he  began  this,  and  all  along  carried  on  his  de- 
fign  ill  it,  upon  the  foot  of  the  authority  of  the  Old  Tejlament-fcrip - 
turcs,  which  thefe  Hebrews  univerfally  owned  to  be  of  divine  infpira- 
tion  :  and,  as  the  pojifeript  avers,  it  feems  to  have  been  fent  by  Tima* 
thy.  (See  chap.  xiii.  *2,  33.) 

The  moll  considerable  evidences  of  the  apoftie  PauPs  being  the  au¬ 
thor  of  it  are,  his  fubUmc  fentiments,  and  clofc,  nervous  and  pathe¬ 
tic  way  of  rsafoning,  aod  applying  things  that  relate  to  the  perfon  and 

offices 
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offices  of  Chrift,  and  to  the  nature,  ufe,  and  defign,  together  wllh  the 
aboliftiment,  of  the  Mofaic  iulti  rations,  wherein  this  writer  {hews  the 
molt  cxa£l  and  extenfivc  aci[ttaintance  with  the  laws  of  the  Jewijb 
church,  which  the  apoitle  Paul  had  been  mod  accurately  led  into  by 
Gamaliel's  inftru£tioiis>  under  whom  he  profited  in  the  Jews  religion 
above  many  of  his  eyuu!s9  (Gal*  L  14,)  and  in  this  cpiftle  he  fpe^lcs  of 
his  bonds  ^  acid  of  'Timothy  as  his  companion,  and  doles  it  with  faluta~ 
tioos  from  the  Chriflians  of  Italy  f  and  with  his  ufual  benediction, 
Grace  be  with  you  allt  which  he  mentions  as  ihe  token  in  all  his  epif- 
tlcs,  2  Tbejf*  iii*  17,  18,  And  kime  funpofe  the  apoflie  Peter  refers  to 
th  is  very  epiitfe,  when  writing  to  the  Hebrews  he  takes  notice  of  what 
his  beloved  brother  Paul  had  wrote  to  them.  2  Pet ,  iii -"1 5,  16-  (See 
the  note  there.)  Upon  the  whole,  this  epiftle  was  owned  to  be  the  apo- 
file  Paul's  by  the  generality  of  the  primitive  writers  and  councils  of 
the  firit  four  centuries  ;  and  for  many  ages  was  univerfally  received, 
as  fiich,  by  the  churches,  as  tm  been  obferved  by  various  learned  men* 

(See  Dr  Qwen*s  third  excreitadon,  and  Ur  IVhitbf s  aqd  Mr  Peirce* 

preface  to  this  epiftle*)  I  foal!  therefore  make  no  fcruple,  in  the  couifc 
of  the  expedition,  to  fpeak  of  the  apoitle  Paul  as  its  author* 

However,  it  feeim  that  the  perfons  to  whom  it  was  mod  immedi¬ 
ately  font  knew  who  was  the  author  of  it,  fmee  he  fays  to  them, 
chap*  xiii*  1 8,  19.  Pray  for  us  ;  for  we  trufi  we  have  a  good  conference 
in  all  things i  willing  £0  live  honejlty ;  But  I  befcech  you  the  rather  to  do 
this ,  that  we  may  be  reflated  to  you  the  fooner*  And  the  divine  autho* 
rity  of  this  epiftle  (which  has  been  readily  allowed  by  fume,  that  have 
not  aferibed  it  to  the  apoftle  Paul)  has  no  dependence  on  our  certainly 
knowing  the  name  of  the  writer,  any  more  than  the  authority  of  feve¬ 
rs!  books  of  the  Old  Teflament  does  upon  our  knowing  who  were 
the  penmen  of  them* 

The  ywh  to  whom  this  epiftle  was  fent,  feem  to  have  been  the 
whole  body  of  them  that  had  made  a  profeffion  of  Chrift  ;  but  it  was 
probably  fent  directly  and  immediately  to  thofe  of  Judea  and  Jerufa* 
iemt  to  be  communicated  from  them  to  their  brethren  that  were  difper- 
fed  through  various  countries  :  And  as  many  of  them  were  too  much 
attached  to  the  Ms/aic  law,  and  others  were  in  great  danger  of  apofta- 
tizing  from  Chrift  and  thegofpel,  through  the  fubtilry  of  falf:  teach¬ 
ers,  and  through  the  violent  perfections  that  their  infidel-brethren 
flirretl  up  againft  them;  fo  the  apoflie  accommodates  the  different 
parts  of  his  epiClle  to  their  iefpe£rivs  circum fiances,  and  even  to  the 
conversion  of  fuch  unbelievers  among  them,  as  preferred  theJegafto 
the  gz/^Z-difpenfatian*  Accordingly  his  principal  deftgn  is  to  fet  forth 
the  excellency  of  the  gofpel  above  the  law,  in  fuch  a  way  as  might 
direct  and  efhbUfh  the  faith  of  true  believers  in  it,  without  any  mix¬ 
ture  of  the  Mojkic  obfervances,  and  encourage^hem  to  adhere  faithfully 
and  perfeveringly  to  it  under  all  the  difficulties  and  trials  that  attended 
their  profeffion  of  it-,  as  might  alfo  recommend  it  to  the  acceptance 
of  JewiJb  unbelievers ;  and  might  awaken  and  convince  fuch  of  their 
danger,  as  ftiould  rejeft,  or  apoEhtizc  trom  it; 
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In  purfuit  of  this  great  and  complicated  defign,  he  fets  out  with  a 
lofty  account  of  the  dignity  of  ChriiPs  perform  who  is  the  divine  au¬ 
thor  and  fubjedt  of  the  gofpel,  and  fuperior  to  all  the  prophets •>  and 
even  to  the  molt  exalted  angels^  by  whole  mtniftration  the  Jaw  was  de¬ 
livered  at  mount  Sinai  %  together  with  the  diftinguifhing  regard  which 
he  had  (hewn  to  the  human ,  more  than  to  the  angelic  nature,  chap,  i* 
it*  Hereupon  he  particularly  repreftnts  Chrift  to  be  fuperior  in  offer} 
as  a  prophet^  to  Mofes  ;  and,  as  a  pritjlt  to  Abraham  the  father  of  the 
faithful,  and.  to  Aaron  the  high -priefl  of  Ifrad%  together  with  the  ef¬ 
ficacy  and  eternity  of  his  prielthood,  which  uras  after  the  order  cf  MeU 
cbizedeck}  who  was  a  king ,  as  well  as  a  prieft,  chap*  Ui* — vii,  Having 
thus  eftablifhed  the  tranf  ecu  dent  dignity  of  Chritl/s  purfm  and  tjfices+ 
and  that  particularly  in  oppofition  to  the  defeftsof  the  Lcviilcal prtrjl- 
hood}  he  goes  on  to  the  excellency  of  his  offering}  beyond  thofe  that 
were  made  under  the  law;  and  of  the  new  covenant^  which  is  efla- 
blithe d  upon  better  promifes  than  that  of  mount  Sinai}  chap*  viii* 
From  thence  he  proceeds  to  fliew  the  great  benefit  of  gof pel-ordinances  9 
above  thofe  of  the  Mofiic  iuftirutiou  ;  and  of  the  facrijice  of  Chrift, 

.by  which  thefe  and  the  New  Te (lament-church  are  purified  beyond 
what  could  be  obtained  hy  thofe  faerifices,  by  whicb  the  firft  tabcrim* 
dev  and  its  various  appendages  of  worfhip  were  dedicated  ro  God,  as 
prefigurative  of  thefe,  chap,  ix*  lie  then  goes  on  to  the  perfection  of 
Chriffs  Jacrifiee  to  mate  atonement  fur  fin,  of  which  ail  the  faertfi— 
ccs  tinder  the  law  were  only  (hadows  aTid  figure?,  utterly  infufiicient 
to  takeaway  fin,  chap ,  x.  Hereupon  he  gives  a  noble  view  of  the  ex¬ 
cellency  and  power  of  faith  in  the  partial chs  and  holy  men  of  old,  to 
animate  the  believing  Hebrews  to  perfeverance  in  the  faith  of  the  gof- 
pel,  chap,  xi.  And  adding  to  this  cloud  of  witiirilrs  the  example  oE 
a  fuflfering  Saviour,  and  the  confident  ion  of  the  much  greater  excel¬ 
lence  and  duration  of  the  Chrij:ian7  than  the  UgaUdijpcnf^thn,  Ha 
exhorts  prof  effing  believers  to  perjlji  in  the  faith  and  hdinejs  of  the  gef* 
pel ,  and  to  take  heed  of  apqflacy%  notwithilamliiig  all  the  cruel  peric- 
oiticms  and  formidable  dangers  they  were  expoied  to  for  their  holy  pre- 
ft-flion;  and  concludes  with  further  exhortations  to  various  duties,  wirh 
defiring  their  prayers,  and  offering  up  his  own  for  them,  and  with  fa- 
Jutations  and  his  ufuai  benediction,  chap,  xii*  xiii.— But  in  feveral  parts 
of  the  cpiftle  be  gives  bimfelf  a  great  liberty  of  enlarging  upon  prece¬ 
ding  topics,  and  often  intermingles  fotemn  caution,  fwcet  encourage- 
meats,  and  earned  exhortations,  to  patience,  coniiancy,  and  perfeve* 
ranee,  fuitable  to  the  different  charters  of  thole  Jews  into  whofe 
hands  this  Epiftle  might  be  fuppofed  to  come* 


VoLt  V* 


f 


R 


CHAP, 


aj8 


The  Epijlk  to  the  H  c  brew  $  faraphrafed* 


CHAP.  I. 


The  apojtlt)  to  Jhew  the  excellency  of  the  gof pel  of  Chrifi  above  the  law , 
and  to  encourage  an  adherence  to  itf  introduces  his  great  defign  with 
an  account  of  the  dijferent  manner  and fiafons  in  which%  and  of  the 
perfons  by  whomt  the  revelations  of  them  refpeElively  were  made  \  and 
deferibes  the  trdnfiendcnt  dignity  of  the  Son  of  Cod  in  his  divine  per* 
foiiy  and  in  his  creating  and  mediatorial  t uork}  whereby  he  ex  cells  alt 
that  went  before  himf  l , — 3,  And  in  bis  fuperiority  to  all  the  holy 
.  angels  t  which  it  proved  by  a  comparifon  between  him  and  them  in  va¬ 
rious  particular st  in  which  he  has  a  glorious  pre-eminence  above  tkemy 


4» — *4* 

Text, 

whp  at 
funtlrf  times* 

and  in  divers  man¬ 
ners*  fpake  in 
time  part  nnto 
the  fathers  by  the 
prophet*. 


i  Hath  m  theft 
loft  days  /poke tv 
unto  tu  by  his 
Sod,  whom  he 
hith  appointed 
heir  of  aii  thing** 
by  whom  alkr 
he  made  the 
.  world*  ;  , 


Paraphrase. 

li/TY  great  deHgn  in  writing  this  EpifUe  to  the  JevtiJb 
brethren,  is  to  gtvtf  them  a  juft  view  of  the  great 
difference  there  is  between  the  Mqfaic  law  and  the  gof- 
pet  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  of  the  vaft  preference  of  this 
ttifpenfauoi)  to  that ;  and  thereby  to  engage  them  to 

embrace  and  adhere  to  the  latter ,  as  what  is  intended 

■  + 

to  perfect  and  fuperfede  th e former:  In  order  hereunto, 
let  us  fir  ft  of  all  confider  that,  though  they  were  both 
of  divine  original ;  yet  God  the  Father,  who  anciently 
declared  his  mind  and  will  to  our  pious  anccjtors,  did 
Ir  not  fully,  nor  all  at  once,  but  by  degrees, 

with  tncreafing  light,  in  feveral  parcels,  one  rime  after 
another,  before  the  days  of  Mofes\  and  then  by  him, 
and  all  along  afterwards  by  other  infpired  prophets  un¬ 
der  the  Jewifb  difpenfation,  until  the  fpirit  of  proph^ 
cy  ceafed  in  the  church  of  Ifrael ;  and  who  in  divers 
ways  communicated  his  word  to  them,  as  in  dreams, 
villous,  dark  figures,  and  immediate  impulfes,  and  the 
like,  in  fuch  a  gradual  manner,  as  left  room  for  an  ex¬ 
pectation  of  ftill  further  difeoveries  of  his  mind  and 
will  in  the  Mcfliah**  days,  who,  us  the  Samaritans^  and 
the  Jews  themfelves  believed,  would  give  the  fulleft 
ami  deareft  revelation  thaEever  Ihonldbe  made  in  this 
world  to  the  confummatton  of  all  things.  (See  John 
iv.  25.) 

2  God,  I  fay,  at  the  clofe  of  the  Jewifb  fhte,  and 
under  the  lafl  difpenfation  of  bis  grace,  which  was  fre¬ 
quently  foretold  as  the  latter  days  and  the  htft  times > 
has  npw  completely  made  known  the  whole  fyftcm  or 
fcheme  of  his  councils  in  the  gofpel  to  us,  their  de- 
fee  n  dents  by  a  much  more  glorious  meffenger,  even  by 
his  eternal,  only^begotten  and  incarnate  8on,  {John  i. 
18.)  who,  as  he,  being  by  nature  God,  has  an  original 
and  eflbntial  right  to  inherit  all  things ;  fo  by  fpecial 

conllitution, 
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3  WW  being 
(he  brigtuutf*  of 
his  jjIofy. t  and 
the  expreu  image 
of  his  perfbn, 
and  Upholding  all 
tb:ug&  by  the 
wnrd  o(  hi*  po  w- 
ers  when  he  had 
by  himfclf  poigcd 
our  fin tj  fat  down 
on  the  right  ha  fid 
of  theMajefty  on 
high : 


conflation*  agreeable  to  rhe  perfonal  union  of  the  di¬ 
vine  and  human  natures  in  him*  God  the  Father  or¬ 
dained,  and  fettled  him  in  his  incarnate  (late  and  office- 
charaflter,  as  God-man  Mediator,  to  be  his  JirJi^horn^ 
higher  than  the  kings  of  the  earthy  (PL  hxxix.  zyt)  the 
Lord,  proprietor  and  pofleflor,  ruler  and  difpbfer  of  all 
per  fori  6  and  things,  and  head  "over  all  things  to  the 
churchy  (Ephef*  i*  22+);  infomuch  that  we  cannot  inhe¬ 
rit  any  hi  effing,  but  under  him  :  And  of  this  he  can¬ 
not  but  be  infinitely  worthy,  as  the  Creator  of  all,  by 
whom,  not  as  an  mftrum^nt  or  undcr-agcnt,  bur  as  a 
divine  perfon,  who,  everting  h!s  own  power  in  a  pro¬ 
per  order,  together  with  the  Father,  made  the  upper 
and  lower  worlds,  and  all  things  whatever,  from  the 
higheftto  the  loweft  ranks  of  creatures  that  are  in  them  ; 
So  th^X  without  hhn  was  not  any  thing  made  that  was  made* 
(Seethe  notes  On  ve r,  io*  and  John  i,  3,  and  CoL  i,  16.) 

3  Alt  hts  Father  (bines  in  him,  who  is  originally,  as 
a  divine  perfon,  the  illuftrious  fplendor  of  the  glory, 
and  mod  exa&  character  of  (he  perfon  of  his  Father,  as 
a  Son  of  the  fame  nature,  and  effential  properties  with 
him  J;  and  who  manifeflativcly,  as  the  Son  of  God 
incarnate,  exhibits  fuch  an  accurate,  fubflantia!,  and  vi¬ 
able  reprefenution  of  ihe  Father  in  his  ii.  finite  wifdom, 
power,  and  grace,  holinefs,  and  every  other  perfection* 
that,  he,  who  has  feen  the  Sony  has  /ten  the  Father  atfo  7 
(John  xiv*  9*)  And  as  this  glorious  Son  of  God  crea¬ 
ted  ;  fo  he  fupports,  maintains,  and  governs  alt  ranks, 
orders,  and  individuals  of  his  works  by  his  own  al¬ 
mighty  efficacious  operation,  which  he  exerts  with  as 
much  eafe  as  by  (peaking  a  word,  by  which  he  com¬ 
mands,  and  they  Hand  faft,  {Pf  xxxm,  9*)  5  and  fo  by 

him 


N  O 

J  As  no  one  firoUitnde  taken  from  creatures 
is  fuJficicot  to  ill  nitrate,  both  the  ciicntial 
union,  tnd  perfiMnal  did  motion,  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther  and  Son ;  fo,  as  t  humbly  conceive,  the 
Soa’i  bring  “  the  brightuefs  of  the  glory*’ 
(aetfvy of  the  Father,  re¬ 
late*  to  his  ejfirtfiaJ  2nd  inseparable  union 
■wt:h  the  Father,  as  “  all  (lie  ftilnriv  of  the 
«  Godhead  dwells"  fublhntially  in  him. 
(See  the  note  on  Col.  ibp*}  And  this  may 
be  oiled  the  “  brightael*  of  the  FttherTt 
11  glory*"  in  alhifion  to  (he  refulgent  bright* 
nets  of  a  luminous  body,  and  particularly 
the  fuu,  which  is  indeed  nothing:  different 
from  the  nature  of  the  fon'itfcJf;  and  hit 
bring  l*  the  exp  ref*  image  or  charter 

.of  hu  perfon  or  fubfiftance*1 
(utanrrii'O  relates  to  his  perfonal  diftmftion 
from  the  Father,  i a  which  the  Sou  b  per- 

R 


T  E. 

WMy  Uke  him,  and  irAcs  a  complete  re* 
preientation  of  him,  in  to  the  exact 

and  un<kj«£Vi*e  IjkcneE.wji  *  die  and  its  coin* 
ur  of  a  leal  and  its  irr  predion  upon  wax, 
uhich  exactly  anfWrs  line  10  line-  Tbefo 
reijreienuijQns  ram: m  indeed  folly  exprefo 
things  as  they  an:  in  (be  Divine  Be  in  g  I  hut 
they  are  the  brit  that  our  napov  mind*  are 
capable  of  to  IcrYC  the  fovtral  purpofc*  for 
which  (hey  arc  ufod ;  And  the  apvAlifs  hav¬ 
ing  hrft  ffMike  in  fuch  ftron g  and  id£eeut 
terms  of  the  Son's  bring  M  the  b rijjTv t ii i A  of 
“  the  FatbeFs  glory,*'  was  ]u£jrtci;t  to  guanT 
again  ft  an  imagination  of  a  diflerence  id  na¬ 
ture  between  them,  when  immodri'cjy  after* 
ttards  he  call*  him  the  exprefs  image  or  eha- 
raGcr  of  the  Father’s  perfon,  (Set  alfo  Dr# 
Owen  du  the  place,} 


ra.  u 
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him  all  things  eonjifl,  {Col*  w  17.)  even  by  his  providen¬ 
tial  influence*  in  wrcomj  as  well  as  in  God  the  leather* 
ive  Uve%  and  and  have  our  beings  {A£h  xvii,  a8-) 

f  And  this  Son  of  God  being  thus  fuperlatively  -excel* 
lent  in  liiinOli",  flnd  divinely  qualified  for,  and  worthy 
nf  the  higheft  honour;  when  through  the  dignity  of 
hb  perfon  he,  as  our  great  High  Prieft,  preferable  to 
al!  that  went  before  him  of  the  order  of  Aaron  % ,  had 
alone,  in  his  own  peifon,  made  an  actual  and  complete 
atonement  for  our  fins,  to  purge  us  from  their  guilt* 
and  take  them  away,  not  by  any-  oblation  of  other  ex* 
piatory  facrifices,  which  were  tniulficient  for  it,  but  by 
thefacrijice  of  himfelf  (Hell*  ix*  26*)  He  then,  in  con- 
frequence  of  this,  and  in  the  virtue  of  his  own  blood,  by 
office -right,  in  correfnondence  to  his  original  dignity, 
alcendcd  in  our  nature  into  the  holy  place,  even  hea¬ 
ven  itfelf,  {chap*  ix*  12.)  to  take  pofleffion,  as  a  prieft 
upon  hia  throne,  {Zech,  vi*  13.)  of  the  higheft  dignity 
and  glory,  which  may  be  reprefented  in  figurative  terms, 
after  the  manner  of  men,  by  his  fitting  with  quietnefs 
and  fafety,  pre-eminence  and  grandeur,  at  the  right 
hand  of  God  the  Father,  whofe  majefty  and  greatnefs 
are  dilphyed  with  the  utmoft  magnificence  and  luftre 

VI  1  i  >  /“I  .  1  J  ^1  *  *  V 


4  Being  made 
fa  much  btr*er 
than  the  an£tlst 
a  be  hath  by  in- 

heri- 


1  i  w 

in  the  upper  world-  -(Sec  the  note  on  Jets  vii-  55.) 

4  This  glorious  Perfon,  by  whom  God  has  fpoken  to 
ns  in  thefe  hft  days,  infinitely  furpafles,  not  only  all 
the  ancient  prophets  and  priefts,  butalfo  the  higheft  an¬ 
gels  themfelves ;  he  being  in  his  divine  nature  1!,  and 

cilice* 


NOT 

t  “  Ey  the  word  of  hU  power,**  fotms  to 
mean  by  the  word  of  h:i  own  pmver,  by 
<l  whom  all  things  con (1ft*1*  But  whether 
we  rcTVT  it  tr*  hh  tu or  his  Father**  power 
it  is  in  c fleet  uil  t>n£,  tiiKe  the  dime  power, 
of  the  Fa*  her  an,)  Son  is  redly  the  fame  in 
both  :  And  if  wc  refer  it  tcthcFf/^'s  power, 
tbb  Ihcws  that  the  Father's  rife  king  the 
urarlds  by  the  Son,  ver.  i,  no  more  denotes 
ao  inferior  inftnifnentulhy  uf  tlw  Smi  in 
creating  them,  than  th*  &>’>*$  ophokiio"  aU 
thing*  by  the  word  of  his  hr.  ht/s  power  ilt-* 
notes  an  inferior  xtiitrnmunifliry  of  !hc  Fa¬ 
ther**  j lower  ia  upholding  them;  but  that 
the  fjine  power  it  exceed  by  each  of 

tbcm  iu  both  tiiofc  operations. 

i  As  ihc  epuftte  had  Ihewu  in  the  two 
preceding  varfes,  lint  Chrift  is  more  ex:d- 
lent  than  ail  the  prophet*  that  went  before 
him;  fe  he  here  fwggefls  his  tranJeendaoi 
excellency  above  ill  the  Lcviticnl  prieffr, 
which  is  die  grand  argument  of  thisepilHe, 
while  the  prophetic  and  kingly  offices  are 
here  and  there  touched  urclic  proccft  of  it ; 


E  S* 

and  Co  he  fpeafcsof  ChrhTfi  purging  our  lhi% 
wtcich  is  to  be  imricrdnod  iu  *  ia-.TiIidal 
fenfe,  is  in  -Lev.  xvi,  with  refp«t  co  his 
taking  away  the  guilt  of  Jin  by  his  expiating 
blood,  whereby  “  the  confidence  :s  purged 
ifc  from,  .dead  works  to  ferre  the  hying  <roJ,‘* 
in  oppfrtirton  to  the  Mood  of  buIU  and  ol 
g^ats  that  was  fitfErient  for  this  purp^i, 
and  u  only  ianctiiicd  to  the  purifying  of  the 
u  flefh-*  Chip.  is*  xiy  14. 

J  The  jpofilc  having  beynn  wiih  eoofi- 
ficriu^  the  pesfoiof  Ch:in,  l^th  in  his  di¬ 
vine  snd  ortiee-ch^raciersj  to  iliew  his  pre^ 
fercnce  ro  the  aii'itut  propheu  and  pr\efbt 
ver*  1, — j.  He  keeps  up  the  view  ofbodii 
thofe  ehaiactcrs,  in  comparing  Chrifl  with 
the  angels,  u>  fh^w  how  far  he  alfo  excels 
Accordingly  j".«ne  of  the  Folknr^ 
quotations^  to  prove  his  Inferiority  t;> 

relate  immedwety  tn  h:®  divine  na- 
tim*,  and  others  to  hi?  mediatorial  ufliev, 
which  U  lonndtd  upon  it,  and  could  not  be 
dil charged,  and  rondcred  eflcetiul  withoa: 

it;  and  ail  together,  iu  ouc  or  the  ti' her, 
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h«nUo«  obtain* 
f<l  q  more  ttCti* 
lent  Dime  than 
they.  " 


oflice-c^parity,  which  is  founded  upon  it,  alike  fuperi- 
or  to  them,  as  he  really  and  originally  is  fo  much  more 
excel  lent  than  ail  the  angels  in  his  own  divine  perfon  f, 
and  is  ib  by  the  appointment  and  confutation  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  as  God-Man  Mediator  ;  and  is  manifefted  to  be 
as  much  above  them  in  his  fUte  of  exa1t4ition> £ s  is  an- 
fwerable  to  that  more  glorious,  emphaneaU  and  figni- 
ficant  title,  which  he  is  honoured  with  by  the  Father 
himfeif,'  {1 «?r,  j*)  and  which  he  has  received  by  right 
of  inheritancei  as  the  natural  and  appointed  heir  of  all 
things,  (fee  the  paraphrafe  on  ver.  a  title  far  more 
excellent,  than  any  name  that  belongs,  or  ever  was  gi¬ 
ven  with  fach  peculiarity  and  eminence,  to  any,  even 
of  the  higheft  angels.  The  fprcial  na(jne  or  title  which 
I  mean,  and  which  13  expreffive  of  the  dignity  of  hi* 
perfon,  aud  appropriated  to  him,  is  that  of  the  Son  of 
God. 

5  For,  to  confider  this  matter  firft  with  refpc£t  to 
hisrf/iuJflf  nature t  to  which  of  the  angelic  fpirits,  even 
of  the  highell  order  and -"dignity  amorigfl  them,  dkt 
God  ever  fpeak  with  an  emphafis  and  peculiarity,  as  he 
did  to  bur  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ;  when,  referring  to  the 

7-) 

y  eitcntm  oon,  wnom  1  nave  oegmien  nom 
eternity;  which,  for  unalterable  permanency  of  dura¬ 
tion,  may  be  called  one  continued  unfuccdfive  day  ** 

^  And 

N  o  T  f  s. 

ami  unitedly  in  Wh  tlore  ecm["iJ«^n$  cf  munnt  Sinsi  by  the  imniftnilm  of  aitfltlt; 
hm>  arc  an  uncontrollable  snul  illuftiious  |>m  it  Ives  in  the  vjflVy  fuperinr  exetlienry 
evidence  of  the  fuperbrivc  dignity  of  the r  of  the  Fr> n  as  the  immediately  rchaiilritig 

prtfon  .hy  whom  the  fcofpel  i*  fpoken  10  W3. 
f  The  word  {y.  vsxivsf)  here  tr-niflaiul 
vny  often  irgiiificP,  khci  i*  remtered  if/ 
and  To  it  exp rcfles  what  Chnlt  rtjlly  is,  and 
may  rrfpert  bis  hdog  origin  diy  in  hirafirlf 
mure  excellent  Ilian  the  am-cls;  at  other 
times  it  figrTits  mtiK'fcifcd  w  h,  as  it  might  be 
rendered  in  Maf*  v.  4S*  John  MV,  8*  ard 
fy  Cli rifi*s  hein£  mm-e  cxcslfottl  than  the  an- 
gcJs,  may  rchtc  in  the  existence  and  demou- 
fl ration  Veit h  which  Go  l  manifu'ta  or  de¬ 
clares  him  to  be  i <.t  :  And  ut  ocher  tin*cs  it 
w.'^v  nr  IS  in  'Mark  n-  5?* 

and  f:>  O'- tail’s  bein'!  made  nr>rc  excellent 

thin  the  refer  to  the  oflirc-cxd- 

tfttfcn  of  Ids  incarnate  perFm,  after  lie  had, 
in  his  Hat.*  of  humiliation  been  iraulf  Juwer 
t^art  ihc  angels* 

*  In  the  former  part  of  this  verfe  God  the 
Faiher  faro  k*  of  whit  be  had  already  do«e 

in  bivtuirt'*  bis  Smi  :  bnrj  in  lh:*1»fl  clmife 

*  p  *  |  p  . 

he  fp.aks  of  a'bii:  be  hi<oi:H  he  tn  Inm*  Ac- 

cordinyly  l  ^kc  vhe  former  uf  inttb  to  m^e 

C-i  J  ■  _ 


j  For  unto 

Tillich  of  the  an- 

■ 

^c!s  fJd  he  tny 
time,  TTiou  art 
my  Son,  thl'  day 
have  I  be^oi  ten 
th«  .3  And  ajain, 
T  *  ill  be  to  him 
a  Father,  and  he 
ft  all  be  to  inca 
Soil 


formal  rcafoaof  his, Sonfliip,  he  fa:d  tohim,(/yi  ii*  7* 
Thou  ait  my  dlbntial  Son,  whom  I  have  begotten  fron 


perfon  of  Chrirt  above  the  molt  exited  an- 
And  it  was  highly  proper  to  demon- 
ft  rate  his  prt-tmjtiencc*I>ovctheni  i  became 
the  Jews  inlifted  on,  and  houfted  office  cx- 
ceiicncy  of  their  h«,  *$  «  delivered  by 
the  miriftratton  of  angds  'according  +.t»  n;b't 
fnid  abefut  it,  chap*  ii*  **  compared 
Dent.  xxxHi,  x*  Pf-  ixviii*  U*  Acts  vih  53- 
and  Gal  iii,  i&, :  And  though,  w  I  appio 
heni_Chrifl  was  rhe  Jehovah  thar  delivered 
the  taw  by  the  difpoOtion  tff  aosds,  whicb 

pave  a  divine  aaihonty  to  iti 
^ppcim  lu  be  ItiLi  more  jtlori°uS  and^ihe  nc- 
pf  k  b  fj*oJten  of  aa  to  be  more 

ilreadrd,  chap.  it.  tv  3,  becW^  fp^ke 

it  to  nst  noi  by  the  minitlry  as  he 

dH  the  laWl  Ujit  iofmeJIately  in  and  by  tl>c 
min  ill  fv  bis  own  incarnate  Soo  *  the 

ftrffsof  the  argument  ly«,  not  in  anydjflV- 
tnct  *s  to  the  divine  authority^  f^c  orij;i^al 
author  of  *me  and  the  other,  which  U  rhi 
frine,  whether  it  were  GoJ  th^  Father,  or 

G-nI  the  Son,  that  dtliveced  the  Lw  at 


to 
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6  And  agrin. 
When  he  hrtnpcih 
in  the  firfi  begot* 
ten  iutotheworid, 
hefaith*  And  let 
*11  the  angels  of 
God  worfiiip  him. 


And  again*  withVefptj£t  to  his  office-capacity  corrcf* 
jinndent  co  his  original  Sonfhip*  Of  which  of  the  angels 
has  God  ihe  Father  faid*  as  he  did  of  Chrift  in  another 
prophecy  of  him*  (2  San i.  viL  14*  aud  1  Chran*  xviu 

13, )  1  will  own  myfclfto  be  his  Father*  and  him  to  be  my 
Son,  by  an  extraordinary  conception  and  birth  in  human 
nature,  and  will  treat  him  accordingly,  with  eminent  to¬ 
kens  of  my  peculiar  lerve,  proie£Honf  and  care  of  him* 
whom  I  will  exalt  to  his  kingdom  ?  (See  x  Ghron.  wii* 

14,  and  Luke  h  32,  33,) 

6  And  again,  to  (how  that  he  ts  in  reality  a  divine 
Saviour,  infinitely  more  excellent  than  the  higheft  tn- 
gels*  we  have  another  tcflimony  ro  him  in  Pj \  xcvii,  7, 
r*  where,  with  reference  to  God's  introducing  this 
Lord  and  heir  of  all  into  our  world  at  his  miraculous 
birth  of  a  virgin,  in  order  to  his  going  through  the 
work  of  mediation  upon  earth,  and  his  consequent  ex¬ 
altation  to  the  throne  of  his  glory  in  heaven*  and  his 
coming  to  judge  the  world  at  the  la  ft  day*  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther  commanded  even  alt  his  holy  angels  themfelves  to 
offer  religious  adoration  to  him,  as  to  his  own  incar¬ 
nate  Son,  and  to  pay  all  divine  honours  to  him,  asfuchi 
which  fuppofes  him  to  be  God  their  Creator*  and  them 

N  O  T  E  S,  to 

tm  his  natural  $on  [hip  by  an  eternal  incon¬ 
ceivable  ^cnvruLbo,  which  was  manifest'd 
hy  his  rnfitr  reel  ion,  (fee  the  note  on  chap, 
v,  BO;  a^jjihc  fctohd  10  his  Father’s  acknow¬ 
ledgement  aixl  treatment  of  him  as  his  in¬ 
carnate  Son  and  Media1  or :  And  ii>  ihi:  ar¬ 
gument  for  the  fiipcrnr  dignity  oHi is  per¬ 
son  proceeds  in  this  vent  from  bis  divine  to 
bis  oflU.0- character,,  and  from  thence  to  both 
thvfc  cortfitW-itionsof  him  jointly  ,ver,  fif — $  \ 
and  t*  wriils  up  with  a  llrong  proof  of  hii 
hein*  ir.tkcd  riicyrcat,  eternriand  unchange¬ 
able  God,  th;»i  marie  the  earth  arid  the  hea¬ 
vens,  anti  will  remain  the  fame  af*tr  they 

fha!l  all  peri ilt!  ver*  ie, - tx*  (hot:  the 

ltotc  There-)  Mr-  Pierce  t«  his  nt>M  np^n 
the  taft  quotation  in  this  verfe  ha*,  I  ihinfc, 
abundantly  pnmrd  by  lever'd  arjiumuiits, 
that  U  is  taken  from  the  ptophiry  in  i  Sim, 

▼11.  1*.  afld  t  Chrtm,  xril,  £3,  where1  the 
vwR  an*  cxaflly  the  tame.  The  only  dlf- 
fienby  ihal  Hems  to  lye  sgrintt  t  hi  -  ioicrprc- 
v  at  inti  is  what  follows  x  Nun  vih  14.  where 
it  is  added,  u  )f  he  commit  iidtp-Uy, 

**  1  will  chitlen  him  with  the  red  of  men, 

**  and  with  the  Urines  of  the  children  oF 
**  men/’  which- »  by  mcirs  applicable  in 
Chrift  him fdf-  Unt  that  i turned  writer fetich 
cntly  anfwvrs  this*  hy  fhowfcg  tNi,  accnr- 
dimr  to  the  meiirirt?  and  fuqocrt  ufc  o:’  tl  c 
relative  lerm,  {'imc)  even  where  the  demon- 
A^rive  prcnoim  before  it  is  emitted,  ic 
evght  to  le  rendered  ru:Ai?ing 


whgidever  of  the  I(  Mefiiah's  children  com- 
“  mit  iniquity,  1  will  thaften  ind 

thn$  this  very  prophecy  is  commented  upon 
in  Pf  Ixxxtx.  30, — 33* 
f  And  (igatiu  liems  not  to  relate  to  God's 
bringing  Chrift  info  the  wnHd  again  it  his 
rcluiTetfrion,  a?  fame  fitjjpofc :  For  : he  word 

here  rendered  the  wr!d7  when 
put  ahfhhjttEy  without  any  other  ad  ct  it  ion, 
corflantly  rrtacet  to  this  hebimai  earth  or 
world  1  as  Dr-  Owen  obierra  •  or  to  feme 
(i;:rr  of  it,  ibch  as  the  kind  of  jadu,  or  the 
Roman  empire ;  Bet  the  refiir region  of 
Chrjft  was  rather  in  order  to  hU  cf  leaving 
'*  lids  vrorld  and  g'ling  10  die  Father 
(John  kvL  18- )  tlicn  to  ms  bdti£  “  brought 
a^sin”  imo  this  world,  from  which  bU  body 
iv2(  never  removd,  and  in  which  he  never 
afterwards  appratLil,^  except  to  his  own 
Jifdpkf,  Agaiiii  therefore,  by  1  nfuad  tra* 
j^ritpn  f>r  tranfpollng  of  the  Greek  fentenoe, 
n^ry  rather  be  joined  to  fays,  a<  our  vei- 
fion  hjs  put  it  J  and  to  it  bean  the  fame  fenfe, 
a  iid  is  takcG  in  the  faj^ce  way*  as  m  the  forc^ 
going  verfe,  to  bad  ns  on  to  another  teftimo- 
ry  concerning  Chrift,  relating  to  the  time 
when  he  was  brought  into  our  world,  in  or¬ 
der  to  his  cr«ftin£  s  kingdom  of  grace  to  It ^ 
and  heing  advanced  ro  the  throne  of  !^t 
^tory^as  hffld  over  all  things  to  rheeheneh 
and  fo  briisxin^  him  into  the  urnrhl 

toc'iidcs  hh  incarnatimi,  and  ^il  that  Adlrtw- 
cd  upon  it  iji  fc;s  fc’*  dtuih, 

c xal:  it  ion, 
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1  And  of  the 
an£th&  ho  (ahht 

Who jnxkcth  his 

bii>  ininitfers  a 
fcjfflc  *if  hrt. 


ft  But  unto  the 
Ron  ht  jxlhi  Thy 
throng  O  God, 
ii  for  ever  $md 
ever ;  a  fcep;rt  of 
rightcoofotft  ;f 
ibc  foepire  of  ihy 
kingdom. 


to  be  the  work  of  his  hands^  other  wife  they  would  oe- 
■  w  have  been  ordered  to  pay  fiich  homage  to  him,  as 
Hrhe  unalianahle  right  ol  iDmy.  (See  Alat*  iv*  io.) 

7  And  (till  further  to  fhew  how  much  the  angels  are 
beneath  him,  God,  fpc.tking  concerning  them,  lays,  He 
makes  thofe  nebleft  of  all  hiscrearures,  even  thofe  (piritual 

and  inteUediualbeijngst  the  angels  tbemfclvesjhi&fervams 

to  execute  his  will  and  commandments/ with  ftreugth, 
fpeed,  and  adiviry  like  the  winds  \  and  makes  thofe,  his 
miniftrinc  fpirits,  fervent,  powerful,  and  penetrating  in 
their  agency,  like  the  very  lightning,  or  any  (bme  of  fire* 

8  But  in  much  loftier  (trains  of  language,  God  in  the 
fciipture  fays  to  his  only  begotten  and  eternal  Son,  Pf> 
117,6,7.)  As,0  thou  trulydivineperfoii-*  thy  natural  and 
efi'enria!  dominion,  which  is  emblematically  rej>refcnt- 
edby  a  prince's  fitting  on  his  throne,  is  everlafilngly 
and  unchangeably  the  fame,  without  begi  nning  or  end  J; 
So  thy  mediatorial  throne  of  government  (hall  remain, 
’till  all  its  ends  be  thoroughly  accomplifiied;  and  the 
honour  of  it,  together  with  the  compare  happiaefs  of 
thy  fiibje&s,  (hall  abide  forever  and  ever,  even  after 
the  manner  of  adminiftring  thy  kingdom  on  earth  (hall 
ccafc,  and  thou  (halt  have  delivered  it  up'  to  the  Father, 
that  according  to  the  original  ftare  of  things,  God,  in- 
clufive  of  aJt  the  divine  perfons,  may  be  all  in  all  that 
farther  pertains  to  it,  (See  the  note  on  i  Ccr*  xv*  24,— 
28,)  The  rule  which  thou  beareft  in  thy  kingdom  is  full 
of  equity,  truth,  and  bolincfs,  rhat  run  through  all  thy 
laws  and  government:  Thou  art  infilled  to  rhis  govern¬ 
ment  upon  principles  of  righreoufnefs;  and  thy  reit/n, 
of  which  a  feeptre  is  the  royal  enfign,  is  in  all  rcc* 


NO 

cxaltaricn,  and  effiifioo  of  bis  Spirit,  for  the 
foring  up  of  bis  throw swd'  kingdom  in  ih*s 
liwrr  .  world,  and  cxcrcifing  dominion  cur 
all,  till  he /hall  come  to  judgment.  Accord* 
ingly  PC  xcvii,  7,  from  whence  thefe  uordt 
quoted,  begins  ver,  1.  with calling  "  upou 
14  the  earth,  and  the  multitudes  of  iita  to 
14  rejoiot'.'  on  account  of 54  hl$ 
iit  bene  called  lt  (he  firfbfcegottim,"  $»d  in 
PC  Uxxht*  17,  *4  the  fird-borttj  hi gher  than 
“  tickings  of  the  earth,”  though  wtre 
fo  begotten  or  bom  afterwards,  to  intimate 
his  preeminence,  and  tint  there  «t  neae 
before  him,  in  slluiion  to  the  dignity  of  the 
firfl  horn  under  the  lav,  who  was  w  cui!*:4, 
whether  ;my  were  boro  after  him  nr  Tint* 

■J*  It  is  plain  tint  PfiL  civ*  4.  from  whence 

this  quotation  i<  made,  {peaks,  as  it  is  here 
rendered  if/,  and  n»f  to  the  angels;  and  tin/ 
the  vord  in  the  Gretk  (jrp*f)  moll  commonly 
h.mifies  yet  ii  b  fometSmcs  uied  for  cf  or 

h  might  he  rendered  in  Mark 
\ii.  u.  aul  Rein,  z.ai*  A  titles f*info 


T  R-  tirade, 

piali)  firmfy  alfb  vttn.it,  it  moil  ua* 
toral  to  ^iippofc,  that  the  arngth  in  ihefir/t 
clauft*,  avt  awopart  d  to  thr  rjf  as  they  are 
i:»  the  next  10  a  fi-wt  fioce  the 

apoftte  (icftgncd  to  (bowr  the  preference  of 
<^riflto  thean^ehin  thdr  mintAmioo  of 
the  law\  clwp.  ii,  i,  3^  pi.ruaps  hrrcVnpy  be 
Lome  rcft'reiKC  {otr^ir  3 gnicy in  fonsin^rbe 
tftr’ihle  thunder*,  li^h tninj;s,  and  temptft  at 
Mount  Szgil:*  wU:cJ;  ire  fp^ken  iu  Exod, 

iix  if.  and  alL  iS- 

’  0  (?fd  (0  in  the  finguiar  nnnVbcr  u 
nrve r  u:^d  ablbhiurly,  or  wiLhciUt  a  reilrie- 
tion  t;>  lome  pccniiir  con/idcMtion  of  it,  as 
it  w  licje,  of  any  but  the  oijly  tine  fJod* 

^  1  houjgh  1  rftke  Slum’s  mrilwtt*rlc$  *iirore 
be  mull  imiTiwiiatcly  intended  irt  this 
Isge;  yet  as  JhL>  is  :oouticd  upon,  and  er>r re- 
ipoods  t-j  Ids  oii^in.iL  dominion  iis  God, 
he  had  been  fpokv'n  of  injliis  .iivii.e  ami  medi-. 1 
atovul  characlm  In  tfic  verier,  i 

tJKHj^hi  |uopria  ni  he.p  :h^t  iu  v:cv.-,  whicli 
in  ths  LiiiCtvit  fviila  ii/£/  cj,*  ;u.J^rt 


to 
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7be  Epijlle  to  the  Hebrews  paraphrased,  Cb.  i. 


9  Thou  haft 
nghtcoof- 
ttc&t  and  h^rcd 
iniquity  ;  there- 
fow  God,.  even 
thy  God,  hath  a- 

tainted  dire  with 

the  oil  of  shd- 

neft  jfotjYC  thy 

fdbvL 


io  And.Thm:* 

liOtd,  ;n  the  be- 
ginning  h*ift  hid 
the  foundation  of 

the 


titude,  and  with  finufUfying  influence  over  righteous 
fubj  c£ts+ 

y  Yea,  fuch  is  thy  regal  dignity,  and  thy  wortbinefs 
of  ir,  that  not  only  thy  laws  and  ad  mint  ft  rations,  but 
thy  heart  and  nature  are  infinitely  pure  and  holy  :  Thou 
haft  the  greateft  delight  in  holinefs,  and  haft  thyfelf 
fulfilled  all  righteoufnefs  \  and  thou  art  of  purer  eyes 
than  to  behold  iniquity  without  the  utmoft  de  reflation 
of  ir,  and  haft  taltcn  away  its  guilt  from  thy  fubje£to 
by  thy  atoning  blood,  that  thou  mighteft  fubdue  its 
power  in  them  by  thy  Spirit  and  grace*  On  account 
of  all  this,  God,  who  prepared  thee  a  body,  and  is  tby 
covenant-God,  and  has  entered  into  engagements  with 
thee  as  God-man  Mediator,  and  fo  in  thy  office-capaci¬ 
ty  is  thy  God,  he  has  inaugurated  and  actually  invert* 
ed  thee  with  nil  fulnefs  of  authority,  in  exalting  thee 
vjith  his  right  hand  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour ,  (Ads 
v.  31.)  ami  has  enriched  thee  with  an  unmeafurable  ful- 
nefs  of  the  Sptrir,  th:it  thou  mighteft  give  gifts  to  men, 
and  fiicd  them  forth  abundantly,  (Ephr/>  iv.  B,  and 
ABs  ii*  33,);  which,  in  allufion  to  the  ancient  modes  of 
consenting  prophets,  priefts,  and  kings,  may  be  ex- 
prdTed  by  his  anointing  thee  with  fuch  an  unclion  as 
is  infinitely  delightful  to  thee,  and  produces  the  mod 
joyful  effects  upon-  thy  fubjefh,  even  an  un£tton  far 
more  excellent  and  abundant  than  ever  was  or  will  be 
given  to  any  other,  whether  prophet,  prieft,  or  king, 
or  faint,  or  angel,  which  in  their  meafure  have  been, 
are,  or  ftiall  be  respectively  partakers  of  offices, 

bleffings,  and  joys  with  thee,  and  under  thee* 

10  And  to  ihow  that  Chrift  is  above  afi  titular  gods, 
and  had  an  original  right  to  univerfal  dominion,  ant&- 
cedent  to  what  is  now  given  him,  in  his  complex  per* 

fon  and  office-character,  by  fpccial  difpenfauon*,  It  is 

further 


NOTE* 

*  The  word  /*rtd\s  ihcapoftlc^  uts?,  far 
ConncfKnj  this  with  the  Wesjr?in£  t'ifijno^Vj 

it  rot  being  in  I* Hil*  rii,  xf.  trom  vi hence  this 
=  is  quoted;  and  the  form  of  ahlrci;  Is 


jnif  the  ftmeatlalony  through  huih  thefc  re- 
rycil  tdHmonie*,  without  the  irthua- 
lion  yr  ;rpp.\u;tnce  0f  3  dillertnt  perion**  he- 
ini^  ini -noticed  in  the  application  oiiheair 
“  thy  ihr -nc;  U  G;xJ,  is- for  tier  and  nv&\ 
11  fkc,  -And  Thr'ii,  Lord,  in  the  he^innirj: 
**  haft  laid  1  he  WmUtion  of  the  earth,** 
Were  wc  to  fii}rp<iic,  with  Tome,  that  this 
lift  tcfthiw>ny  refers  not  to  G«:i  .&•»,  hut 
to F(tttttry  ]  own  thar,  after  all  f  have  met 
with  to  fnppnrt  this  opinion,  T  cannot  for  to 

what  purpotc  ihisps^eis  mentioned  at  ail* 


or  bow  it  any  way  ftdts  the  tkfign  of  the  ar- 
flument  in  hand  :  Rm  ax  ir  ta  an  nnquefiiora- 
biy1  juft  defenpdon  of  the  wh  true  Gsdin 
cresting  «  .?ik*  it  h  very  properly  bnmjtht  in 
here  as  Applicable  to  Chrijit  to  prevent  all 
cavils.,  as  though  be  were  to  he  confide  red 
only  as  an  urwkr-agent,  when  it  was  laid 
v(r*  z*  that  gU  thing  i  were  made  by  him  *  and 
io  ic  is  much  r©  the  apofUe's  pnrpofc  to  prove 
the  Son'f  original  rijEht  of  dominion,  as  Lord 
of  ail,  hccaufc  he  made  the  -worlds  j.vtt,  3.  as 
to  flic*  that  he  is  every  way  in  va/ure,  as 
wOhas  tKcty  far  tno^e  excel  lent  than  the  an¬ 
gels  and  all  creature*  whatibever,  and  that 
the  creation  nf  the  world  was  to  betferihed  to 
him,  who  is  the  author  of  the  gnfpeh  and 
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* 


the  eirth  ; 

the  heavens  are 
thcvorhoftlilne 
hands ; 


u  They  ikdi 
pcfilh  but  thou 
remained  :  in4 
they  ilf  (ball  wax 
old  as  doth  a  gar* 
owtit  i 


11  And  jk  l 
Ttftre  ftktflt  thou 
fold  them  And 

thev  ftialt  be 
dunged  :  but 
than  art  thc&me^ 
and  thy  years 
ihril  not  fail. 


further  faid  of  the  Son,  {Pft  ciL  ij,  atf,  27*)  Thou, 
Jehovah,, in 'the  beginning,  before  any  creatures  eii ft* 
cd,  which  of  old  were  not  in  being,  didft  fet  faft  the 
earth,  as  on  its  bafis,  that  it  might  no:  be  removed  out 
of  its  place  :  And  all  cbe  beauties,  glories,  and  furni¬ 
ture  of  the  whole  fabric  of  the  heavens,  with  al]  their 
pompous  hods  of  fun,  moon,  and  ftars,  are  the  curi* 
ous  workmanftrip  of  thy  infinite  wifdom  and  aljirighty 
power*  _ 

1 1  Both  the  earth  and  the  heavens,  and  all  the  parts 
of  this  viGble  creation,  firm  and  durable  as  fome  of 
them  now  appear  to  be,  are  of  a  corruptible  nature,  and 
in  their  feafon  (lull  certainly  pufs  away,  and  be  totally 
difiolved,  as  to  their  prefent  ufe  and  form;  (Mat*  v* 
18*  and  2  Pet*  ni*  7,  ro, — 13*)  But  thou,  O  immor¬ 
tal  Son  of  God !  always  hadft,  Hill  haft,  and  Jwilt  have 

an-  abiding  and  unchangeable  cxi  [fence*  Before  the 
mountains  wen *  Brought  forth ,  or  ever  thou  hadft  formed 
the  earth  and  the  worlds  even  from  ever  lofting  to  ever* 
lofting  thou  art  God ,  as  is  faid  of  the  great  Jehovah  of 
Ifratl ;  ( Pf  xc.  2.)  And  as  we  daily  fee  that  all  the 
creatures  of  this  lower  world  grow  old  and  gradually 
decay  5  fo  the  earth  and  the  heavens,  with  all  the  vifi- 
ble  things  contained  in  them,  (hull  wear  our,  and,  at 
length,  become  unfit  to  anfwer  their  prefent  delTgn, 
like  an  old  rotten  garment* 

12  And  as  a  garment  is  eafily  put  off,  folded  up  and 
laid  afide  at  a  man’s  pleafure,  when  Stis  no  further  fer- 
viceabic,  ami  he  has  either  done  with  it,  or  defigns  to 
turn  it  to  a  new  ufe  5  fo  Thou,  the  Creator  of  all,  wilt, 
by  thine  omnipotence,  at  the  end  of  rime,  as  eafily 

roll  the  heavens  together  as  a  ft  roily  ami  move  ei*ery 
mountain  end  iftand  out  of  their  places  :  (If-  xxxiv.  4, 
and  Uev.  vi*  14*)  And  by  thy  Almighty  power  thou 
wilt  make  fuch  a  wonderful  alteration  in  them,  that, 
inflead  of  being  annihilated  and  utterly  deftroyed,  they 
fhall  be  changed  into  new  heavens  and  a  new  earthy 
wherein  dwells  right coufnefs%  {2  Pet,  iii.  13-)  when  thou 
wilt  unfold  them  again  for  the  ftifj  greater  glory  of  thy 
name-  But  thou  thyfdf  art  eternally  and  invariably  the 
fame  in  thy  being  and  perfections,  without  Beginning 
of  days  or  end  qf  Ufcx  And  in  tby  love  and  catc  of  tfcy 

people, 


NOTE 


net  at  all  tn  the  ait  gels,  by  whofe  mfoil’m- 
rion  rh*  Uw  was  given,  as  though  they  were 
employed  in  Clearing  Wf>rt>  according  »o  the 
fond  foia»fo*tk»n  of  Jfonc  of  the  TVtpj  :  And 

that  lJiaK  cii  from  whence  this  chi'.ion  ii 

made,  whies  totheK^A  appears  ft* hi 


fcreral  vo'fts  fo  kf  as  particularly  from  vcr. 
ij,  (J*  j$,  f&i  at*  ami  therefore  thisjirantj 

deteiiptfon  of  <  foil,  as  eternal  and  uiichiojp:- 
aMe,  ard  a?  tl?c  Creator  of  ail*  tray  u^rll  lie 
to  belong  to  the  fa-fen  9/  Chdfit  as 
the  .ijviiilc  ha  here  applied  ii. 
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»  (jBnttovhlch 

rf  iliew^tl]  liiJ 
U  at  any  lino. 
Sir  oo  my  tignt 
hard,  ftnttt  I 
wakr  rhine  roe* 
■aka  tby  foot* 

6ooli 


The  Eptjlk  to  the  Hebrews  paraphrafed*  Cb.  u 

people,  and  the  efficacy  of  thy  mediation.  Thou  art  the 
Jam*  ytjterdayi  to-day^  and  for  ever*  (Heb*  vii*  3*  and 

xiii-  8*) 

13  Bur  which  of  the  angels  can  once  be  compared 
with  this  glorious  Saviour  in  his  infinite  dignity,  as  that 
appears  from  what  bas  been  obferved  about  his  divine 
nature  and  office-exaltation :  Which  of  them,  even  of 
fhc  bigbeft  of  thefe  excellent  fpirits,  has  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther  thought  worthy  of  fo  tranlcehdent  an  honour,  aft 
ever  to  fay  to  any  one  of  them,  as  he  did  to  bis  incar* 
nate  Son*  (PJ  cx.  2.)  Sit  thou  enthroned  in  majefty* 
power,  and  glory  at  my  hand,  and  continue  thou 
to  reign  on  thy  mediatorial  throne,  till  fin,  Satan, 
death,  and  aH  thine  and  tby  churches  enemies  be  afiu* 
ally  and  absolutely  fubdued,  and  ’till  thou  triumph  over 
them,  like  vanquifhed  rebels  under  tby  feet,  according 
to  my  appointment  ? 

14  On  the  contrary,  Are  net  all  thefe  fpimua]  beings 
placed  in  an  infinitely  lower  rank,  {PJ*  cm*  n*)  even 
the  mod  eminent  of  them,  as  but  mefTengers  and  fer- 
vams  of  Chrift,  whom  be  commiifions  and  employs 

merely  in  a  minrfterial  way,  as  formerly  in  delivering 
the  law  at  mount  Sinaif  fo  continually  (till  in  offices 
of  protec!  ion,  care,  arid  kin  dnefs,  and  in  many  import¬ 
ant  fc  1  vices  in  life  and  death,  for  the  benefit  of  ihofe 
that,  by  inheritance  the  on  ah  grace,  are  appointed  to, 
and  HT j  (hall  actually  inherit  eternal  life 

under  him,  and  in  bis  right,  wbo  is  their  head,  and 
the  prime  heir  of  all  things  i  (W-’z.) 

RK  COLLECTIONS* 

With  what  fati&faflion  may  we  depend  upnn  the  divine  authority  of  both  the 
Old  and  Ntw  TdUment  l  Ood,  who  formerly  {bake  to  the  fathers  by  the  pro¬ 
phets,  now  fpedka  to  us  by  hia  Son  ;  *hc  be^an  and  gradually  carried  on  various 
revelations  at  different  limes*  m  diflhtf  parcels,  and  by  fcvcralwa^s  and  means, 
which  we  have  an  account  of  in  the  Old  TcrfUtnent*  till  he  completed  them  in 
the  New.  How  thankful  ihorJd  we  be  tl&touv  lot  is  exft  under  the  gofpel-dif- 
poiifRtinn  !  Thfeis  the  cl  care  ft,  the  ftdlefr,  the  beft,  and  lail  difcnviry  erf  the 
mind  and  will  of  God,  that  is  to  he  expelled  In  our  world*  And  how  pltinoiis  is 
the  rcprefeRtation  it  gives  us  of  Chnftin  htsdiviae  iiaturc  and  medial  orial  office ! 
He  is  cJenfJallyiht  fame  Cod  with  tHe  Father,  and  yei  pcrjonnih  diftinft  from 
Km,  a*  the  bnghtnefs  of  his  glory,  and  the  exprefs  linage  of  bis  per  (bn,  and  U 
hw  eternal  only  begotten  Son  ;  he  Is  the  -Treaiur  of  heaven  mid  earth,  and  all 
things  contained  therdn*  aiuiupholth  the iti  by  the  word  of  hi?  power*  And  in 

LL  v  _  i .  mi.  _  *  .  c  m  l? _ .  _ i  1...  ...I _ _  I- 


14  Are  they 
not  all  vdnifttinff 
rfpJvit  S  ftrtt  forth 
to  mnilltr  for 
thetn  who  tbali 
be  heirs  of  fd* 
VDkm  l 
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excellent  and  glorious*  Hirw  fafe  and  hnippy  then  arc  the  faints  under  his  care! 
And  wbat  an  honour  has  he  pat  upon  them,  in  *  (Turning  thrir  nature,  and  exalte 
ing  it  in  union  with  his  own  divine  per  fern  in  heaven,  and  in  ordering  all  the  holy 
angels  to  rauiifUr  to  them !  O *  with  what  folantuty  and  joy  thould  they  join  with 
theft  eeleflial  fpmts in  paying  all  religious  ador-itions  to  him*  And  how  dead 
flionid  their  hearts  be  to  this  purr.hing  world  and  all  its  concerns,  which  wax  aid* 
And  that!  be  laid  afidtriike  atiftlefs  worn-out  ginnentl  Rtif,  after  all  the  chan* 
get  of  the  preftnt  fcenc  of  things,  they  tiwiniiilves  lhall  iohcri^eternal  falvatioa 

with  him* 


CHAP*  IL 

The  apoflie  infers  from  what  he  bad  /aid  about  the  dignify  of  Chrijlfs  per* 
fin  and  q$ce*  the  duty  of  ftedfafily  adhering  td  him  and  his  go/p  e  l ^  i* 
—4*  Reaffttmes  his  argument  about  Cbri/Rs  pre-eminenee  above  the 
angels i  and Jbcws  that  bisfufferings  are  m  obje/Ihn  againji  itr  $, — g* 
Opens  the  ground  and  reafin  cf  bis  fit/ermgsf  and  the fitnefs  of  that 
di/pen/athnf  which  laid  cut  his  way  through  them  to  his  mediatorial 
glory  1  io> — 13.  And  leads  us  to  the  incarnation  of  Chrift *  in  oppo* 
Jition  to  bis  ajfumhtg  the  nature  of  angels 3  as  neceffary  to  the  dxfcharge 
cf  his  prie/ilj  oficej  14,-18* 


Texx* 

WC 

give 

(he  more  earn  id 
heed  to  the  things 
which  wc  have 
heard,  left  at  any 
time  wc  fHpuid 
let  {km  flip* 


rT(lcr<for« 

1  ought  _K 


Paraphrase* 

ClNCE  therefore  Chrift  is  fuch  an  excellent  and  dmne 

^  perfon*  fo  far  fuperior  to  all  preceding  prophets,  and 
even  to  the  angels  rhemfelves,  as  has  now  been  proved* 
chapel.)  f  It*  for  this  reabn,  {*  «  highly  concerns 
us,  in  point  of  duty  and  in  ter  eft,  even1  all  and  every 
one  of  us,  that  live  under  this  more  eminently  glorious 
difpenfation,  tbaa  that  delivered  by  Msfes  and  by  the 
miniftration  of  angels,  to  attend  the  iriore  diligently* 
affectionately  and  ftodfalUy  unto  \  and  with  bumble  re¬ 
verential  faith  and  love*  to  efteem,  embrace,  medicate 
and  reflect  upon,  and  ferioufly  endeavour  to  male  a 
fuicable  ufe  and  improvement  of,  the  great  and  intereft- 
ing  doftrines,  which  under  ihe  gofpd-ftate  we  have 
heard*  as  delivered  ro  us  in  the  ininiliry  of  the  word* 
and  to  retain  them  carefully  in  our  hearts  and  me¬ 
mories,  and  perfeverc  in  our  holy  profdEon  of  them  ; 
left*  in  feme  feafon  and  circumftinces  of  life,  through 
the  corruption*  beedleflhtb,  treachery*  and  prejudges 
of  our  hearts,  the  temptations  of  Satan*  and  the  fnarcs 
of  this  evil  world,  or  through  any  other  means*  wc 
fhould  be  carried  away  from  the  truth,  or  be  forgetful 
hearers  of  the  word*  and  fuffer  it  to  flip  out  of  our 

minds* 


*  In  tbir  and  the  three  fo'lflwinf  vcdls 
the  ap;»ftta  maiiifcAly  mate?  *  practical  ap- 
Pik-tfion  of  (he  forcing  diftourie,  by  way 
of  iiiicttnw  lr-in  u'j  appears  by  the 


N  O  T  E. 

tit’lc  T*rrtf*/rei  w;(h  which  he  introduce*  it  \ 
ai*:(  im:£  tyrtjfhjii  are  very  fi-rqiicnt  Ifl  fcve~ 
rJ  inner  pam  of  this  cplftie,  wr  IhaJl  fcz 
in  UK  li'  COUT!L% 
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>  a  For  if  the 
wor  *  lpcten  by 
was'  ftcd- 

ftft,  *r&  every 
tnuj^tcilion  and 
ob-jdiencc  rtf- 
£  jpft  rt- 
corr.  pence  of  re- 

i ; 


3  How  (bill 
we  efttpe  if 

ncgltft  Jb  grcit 
Alvatian,,  nhicb 
ai  the  firft  begin 
tc  be  TpoSten  by 
the  Loril,  &aJ  was 
confirmed  unto 
ns  by  them  that 
bend  Urn: 


minds,  like  water  that  runs  out  of  a  leaking  veflclf; 
or  ihould  fatter  it  to  pafs  by  us,  as  a  ftream,  without 
making  any  good  life  of  it;  and  fo  lofe  the  benefit  of 
the  gofpel,  and  perifh  under  all  its  gracious  ad  mini* 
ft  rat  ions. 

2  For  if  Mo/irs’s  law,  which  waaSgiven  at  mount 

Sinai  by  the  miniftration  of  angels,  as  ChrilFs  met 
fengers  and  fervams  to  publifh  it,  {A£ls  vii*  38,  53- 
fee  the  paraphrafe  there,)  was  firm  and  valid, 

as  eftabliflied  by  divine  authority,  with  an  awful  fane- 
tion  to  enforce  it;  and  if  every  contemptuous  violation 
of  any  precept  of  that  law,  by  a  (in  of  omittion  or  corn- 
million  ;  and  every  a &.  of  wilful  dtfobedience  to  the  au¬ 
thority  of  God  in  it,  were  feverdy  pumflied  upon  the 
tranfgrettbr,  who  died  without  mercy,  as  the  righte¬ 
ous  retribution  of  his  evil,  deeds* 

3  How  then  is  it  podjhle  that  any  of  us,  who  have 
heard  the  gofpel,  fhould  cfcape  the  dreadful  wrath 
of  God  ?  How  can  we  in  our  conferences  eipett  to  a* 
void  condemnation,  or  imagine  that  his  juftice  will  ex- 
Cufc  or  fpare  us,  or  forbear  executing  the  heavieft  ven¬ 
geance  upon  us  ;  and  that  without  mercy  or  remedy, 
for  all  our  iniquities;  and  efpecially  for  our  refusals  and 
abufes  of  his  grace,  and  of  (he  only  way  of  pardon  and 
eternal  life  through  Jefus  Chrift  ;  if  through  unbelief 
or  carelefthefs,  we  defpife  and  rejeft,  or  disregard  and 
do  not  embrace  the  word  of  falvation,  A7r  xiii*  26,  and 
Ephej, \  i,  13.)  or  the  gofpel,  which  brings  falvation  ro 
loft  tinners,  (Tit.  ii.  n.)  as  it  drfplays  ics  reality,  na¬ 
ture,  and  excellency,'  fliews  us  the  way,  and  is  the 
means  of  obtaining  it,  and  is  the  powrof  God  unto  faU 
vation  to  every  one  that  belUves  ?  (Rom.  i.  r(J-)  A  iai- 
ration,  not  of  a  temporal  and  wordly,  but  of  a  f^iritunf, 
heavenly  and  eternal  nature;  a  falvation  which  is  the 
contrivance  of  fiich  amazing  counfrls  of  wifdom  and 
grace*  and  is  procured  by  fo  great  a  place,  and  cc-ufitts 
of  deliverance  from  fo  great  fin  and  mtfery,  and  of  ad¬ 
vancement  to  fo  great  hoi inefe,  happincf*  and  glory; 
and  a  falvation  fo  complete  and  wonder  folly  compre- 
herifive  of  all  Wettings,  anfwcrable  to  our  utmoft  wants 
and  defires,  as  furpattes  all  compreiienGon,  thought  or 
expreflion  :  The  firft  clear  publication  of  which,  with¬ 
out 


N  0 

f  "  Left  we  ffcouM  let  diem  flip*'1  or,  as 
the  margin  renders,  j  run  &ittf 

is  a  beautiful  si  [u  ft  on  to  diking  veiled,  with 
which  our  treacherous  heirts  ami  memories 
fTitr  wd!  be  compared;  or,  petivp*,  It  may  ui- 


T  E, 

lode  to  waicn  that  flow  by  us,  hflt  are  made 
no  11*^  of;  and  in  eiLher  of  thde  de^s  it 
may  import  defers  in  onrfe-ves*  thinn^h 

which  w*  get  no  favin^  advantage  by  ehegoL* 
*el> 


Cb.  it. 


Tbe  Epiflle  to  the  His  revs  faraphrafid.  l6<p 


+ 


4  God  alfo 
TxsriD^them  *it- 
ntfc,  both  w;ih 
Jig  ns  and  wob- 
dsrs,  and  with 
divers  m  trades* 
and  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Cho(t»  ac¬ 
ceding  to  hu 
ewu  will  ? 


out  tbe  vail  of  types  and  (hadows  *,  was  began  to  be 
made  per  Tonally  and  immediately  by  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifl  binofelf  in  tbe  days  of  his  miniftry  upon  earths 
who  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  Lord  of  angels;  and 
war.  further  carried  on,  and  certified  to  us  of  the  JevnJb 
nation  *  by  many  honeft,  undergoing,  faithful  wit* 
neffes,  and  that  under  divine  inspiration,  fuch  as  the 
evangeli fts,  apoflles  and  otheik,  who  tbemfelves  heard 
him  deliver  thefe  blefied  tidings  of  To  great  falvation, 
which  he  came  to  procure,  and  be  (low  upon  them 
that  fhould  believe  in  him* 

4  To  allure  us  of  the  infallible  certainty  of  rheir 
witnefs,  God  himfelf  alfo  gave  the  mod  unquciiionable 
teftimony  ro  their  integrity,  and  ro  the  truth  of  what 
they  faid,  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  by  abundance 
of  miraculous  operations  amt  effefis,  which  he  wrought 
by  them  operations  which  maybe  called pgnt\^  as 
they  were  fig  rials  of  his  owning  and  being  with  them, 
and  were  Teals  of  the  doctrine  they  preached  :  and  may 
be  called  wndcrs9  as  they  were  uncommon  and  ama¬ 
zing  appearances  of  God’s  almighty  power  and  goodnefs; 
and  may  truly  be  called  various  kinds  of  mirales^  as 
they  were  wrought  by  a  divine  agency,  beyond,  and 
even  contrary  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of  nature;  fuch  as 
healing  the  fide,  calling  out  devils,  and  railing  the 
dead,  merely  by  fpeaking  a  word  :  And  Gad  fill  I  far¬ 
ther  bore  witnefsto  thefe  his  faithful  fervants,  and  con* 
firmed  their  tefiimony,  in  a  rich  variety  of  fupernntural 
gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  fuch  as  the  gifts  of  prophecy/ 
wlfdom,  knowledge,  and  utterance  j  and  the  gift  of 
tongues,  and  the  interpretation  of  tongues;  yea,  and 
the  Etfr  of  conveying  thefe  excellent  endowments  to 
other  believers,  as  has  frequently  been  done  by  the 
Jayiug  on  of  the  apotflc’s  hands  ;  All  which  miraculous 
attentions  from  God  are  not  only  equal  to,  but  far 
more  excellent  than  thefe  that  he  (hewed  in  confir* 


mat  ion  of  the  law  of  I\hfrs9  (Deu,*  vi.  22*)  and  arc 

difiributed 


NOT  F. 

*  'Tii  with  £irat  propriety  that  the  apo-  11,  iz,  <(  I  have  ytt  many  th‘ng$  to  fay  an- 
fl!e  fayt,  **  which  at  the  firfl  bet^i*  m  be  **  10  jojt,  but  yc  canuor  liar  them  now* 
**  fpoken  by  the  Lord  **"  For  though  Chrill  14  hawbeit,  when  the  Spirit  of  truth  is  caatc^ 
opened  the  gofpeUdifpenfation  in  h!s  per  fan*  <E  he  will  £ui  U  y»u  uijto  all  truth. 

?t  nualftry,  he  did  not  preadi  the  whole  of  f  Signs t  wearfiTf,  and  mhWjVs  Jerin  to  be 
Ui  brcinie  ftveral  things  pertaining  to  it  mu-:h  ot'  the  fitnc  iinport ;  but  may  beex- 
\re re  ro  be  acoomplilbed  by  his  death,  refiir-  p  ref  fed  under  thofc  Icvcnil  lc?in$  G>r  rea'ons 
rtftfon  and  aibruGon  to  heaver,  and  were  iuggtfted  in  the  paraphrafe,  which  give?  ns 
not  p^cr  to  be  lolly  revested  i  nor  could  a  different  view  of  what  wc  mure  generally 
they  be  fpohen  of  as  actually  fubJifting,  nor  call  even  while  wc  diftipguifh  them 

be  wr*U  received,  till  he  went  to  the  Father,  'from  what  arc  commonly  called  “  tbe  gifts 
and  fhed  down  hie  Spirit  from  on  high  ;  Ac-  of  (hi  Spirit1' 
cwdifigJy  he  faid  to  hb  drfciples,  John  xv u 


STO 


J  For  nnh>  the 
gagcUr  bath  ha 

mw  put  to  fob- 
Jeftton  the  world 
lo  -c&azi  wbcrt» 
cf  we  Jpc*Ju 


0  But  one  to 
a  certain  place 
teltified,  frying, 
Wise  Is  man  (had 

thou  art  ftticdfol 

of  hito  ?  or  the 
fun  of  rasa  that 
thou  vifitttfc 
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diftributed  in  all  their  different  kinds  .  and  degrees  to 

one  and  another  of  .theft -witneffes,  and  to  every  one 
that,  has  apy  of  them,  according  to  the  good  pleafure 
and  fove reign  operation  of  God  by  his  Spirit*  who, 
with  the  fame  divine  fovereignty,  •  divides  them  to  every 
man /everaityf  at  be 'will,  (i  Cor.  xii.  n.) 

j  But  to  return  to  the  companion  <  between  Chrift 
and  the  boly  angels,  This  glorious  perfon,  I  fay,  is  ftr 
fupecior  in  his  office-character ,  as  well  as  in  himfeff,  to 
any  of  them  ;  For  how  much  foever  they  were  employ¬ 
ed  in  giving  the  law,  (ver.  a.)  or  are  made  ufe  of  as 

mini  firing  fpiiits  to  the  heirs  of  falvation,  {cbaf>,  1.  14. ) 

God  has  not  given  them  aay  authority  or  dominion 
over  the  New  Tefta  me  of  •church,  and  the  things  he* 
longing  to  it ,  which,  being,  to  fucceed  tbe  Mofaic  dif- 
penfation,  were  commonly  Ailed  by  .  the  Jfwtt  the 
u arid  to  come .  God.  has  no  where  (poke  of  .  bringing 

the  gofp el- church  into  any  fubjeftio'n  to  tbe  angels,  as 
if  they  were  to  he  Iord9  and  rulers  over  it,  or  as  if  its 
doCtrines,  ordinances,  and  infiitutions,;  privileges,  and 
bUffings,  .were  to  be  derived  from  then,  or  they  were 
to  publifh  and  difpenfe  its  affairs  {.which  are  the  things 
that  1  am  fpeaking  of,  and-  fhall  further  infifi  upon  in 
this  Epifile,  as  more. excellent  than  any  that  ever  went 
before  them, 

6  But  all  tbefe  things  are  owing  to,  and  immediately 
depend  upon  the  incarnate  Son  of  God  himfelf,  of 
whom  an  infpired  writer  of  the  Old  Tt (lament  fpeaks 
in  a  certain  paragraph,  (iy.  viii.-4,  5,  6.)  where  con¬ 
templating  -the  magnificent  works  of  God,  be  broke  out 

into  this  rapturous  and  admiring  exclamation,  faying, 
How. mean  and  ioconfiderable  a  creature  is  man  in  him* 
felf,  and  compared  with  the  vafi  expanfe  of  tbe  hea¬ 
vens,  the  moon  and  fiars  which  thou  had  ordained  f, 

that 

T  3. 

fdf  w  u  the  Sod  of  man  :  For  If  the  (fed- 

lowing  voids  in  Pf:  vHL  w c«  diredty.  and 
confinedly  meant  of  the  fi rft  Adam,  or  of 
noftcrity  in  general,  the  order  of  thea* 
Id  moil  naturally  hkve  been,  **  bo  «a* 
*'  crowned  with  glory  and  bancor*  and 
li  made  a  lilik  lower  than  I  he  nngolt,"  (inw 
his  httufur  was  befort  his  foil  and  abifemenii 
and  at  the  words  (fip*xv  TJ )  ** a  Iktk  lower, 
vcr.  7,  nf£bt,  1  think,  be  better  reodaed, 
a*  they  are  in  the  margin,  and  Afts  v,  74, 
a  lutle  while,  or  for  a  J title  fpaee,"  it 
Should  rather  bava  been  faid^lf  applied  to 
Adam, that  he  was  a  11  ItttJe  while crowned 

*•  with  glory  and  honour/  than that  be  was 

a  tl  little  while  tnadc  lower  than  the  ujcls;’1 
fine*  hjt  glory  and  bpovqr  was  only  for  a 

lixal 


N  O 

f  The  eighth  pfalnij  from  whence  this  and 
the  two  fallowing  verbs  are  quoted,  feenra 
.to  have  been  cronpofed  by  David  in  a  clear, 
moon^hiningandltai^light  rughc*  when  he 
.  wu  mnumpUing  the  wonders ot  &bricoff  be 
heaven? ;  becaufe  to  hi*  magus  fieen  t  dc&ription 
'of  its  lufuircirics,  he  take*  ho  notice  uf  the 
fnn,  the  moil  glorious  of-  them  all :  And 
ft  appears  lo  me;  that  tbe  wand*  hot  cited 

had  a  principal  and  ultimate  rcfmuce  to  the 

Mcfiiah,  who  j*  really  a  nun,  ud  it  fpuken 

of  as  martp  aod- characterized  a£  tht  Sen  of 

«aa,  in  the  pfalmsand  other  pans  of  the  Old 

Teftamm,  (PC  Jm.  17-  Dan.  yu*  13. 
Zodi-  vU.  ia,  aod  atii.7*)  as  well  as  is  called 
**  the  man  Chrtff  in  the  New  Tffta- 

mentt  t  Tiro,  ii*  j  )  and  often  Ipoke  of  him* 


won 


Ch.iL 


The  Ejftftle  ft  tbs  He  b  rbws  paraphrafed.  *yi 


.that. Ui on  ikouldeft  condefcend  -  to  {hew '  fuch  favour  to 

him,  aS-  IO-  dignify  his  nature  in  the  incarnation  of: thy 

Son;?  Or  what  is  the  nature  of  man,  considered  mere* 

|  * 

ly  a9  fuch,  in  tbeMeitah  htmfrlf,  vitofe  diAingtuflH 
ing  character  is  the  Son  of  man,  that  thou  (houldcft^ 
for  the  fake  of  mankind,  raife  him  in  human  nature  to 
the  office  of  mediation,  and  enrich  him  whh  thy  gifts 
and  graces,  and-  afiift  and  own  him  in  hi&wofk,  and 
'  exalt,  him  to  .his  throne  and  kingdom,  and  give  Urn 
power  ever  allfiejb,  that  he  might  give  eternal  life  to  as 
many  at.  thou  haft  given-  him,  (John  xvii.  2.)  and  fin  by 
.  him  Ihouldelt  viiit  the  human  race  with  fuch  tender 
mercy,  as  to  redeem  tby  people,  and  raife  him  up,  as 
an  hern  of  falvatiort  for  them  in  the  havfe  if  thy  firvant 
David.  ■  (Luke  i.  68,  69. J 

f  Thoomafeft  7  Thou,  in  purfutc  of  this  gracious  and  glorious  de-  ■ 
kto , little  lo*er  fign, . didft  place  this  Son  of  man  for  a  (mail  feafoo  in 
*ers ft  a Hate  of  deep  humiliation,  fubjeft  tomiferies  in  foul 
him  with  glory  and  bpdy,  and  to  death  itfclf,  whereby,  under  thy  for*  ' 
*nd  fionour,  snd  fakizigi,  his  condition  was  abundantly  inferior  to  that 

3S1 wwtf  dry  ^  the  holy  angels,  who  always  behold  tby  face  in  hea~ 
iwiMit.;  ven,  (Mat.  xviti.  to.)  and  never  die:  (Luke  xx.  36.} 

And  when  he  had  gone  through  a  fhorr  courfe  of  humi¬ 
liation*  obedience  and  fiifferings,  even  unto  the  moft 
ignominious  and  painful  death  upon  earth.  Thou  in 
flonCequence  of  it,  and  in  recompence  for  It,  did  ft  raife 
him  from  the  dead,  and  advance  him,  like  a  king  to 
his  throne,  and  folcmnly  inaugurate  and  inveft  him, 
like  a  prince  at  his  coronation,  in  all  mediatorial  dig* 
nity  and  authority,  honour  and  glory,  at  thine  own 
right  hand  in  the  higheft  heavens,  (PhiL  ii.  8,  9.)  and 
didft  con  dilute  him  theabfolutc  and  uni  verfal  Lord  and 
Sovereign  of  all  the  creatures  which -thou  haft  made, 
(Epbef.  i.  11,  and  1  Pet.  iii.  22.)  that  he  might  govern 
and  order,  over-rule  and  reftrain  them,  and  make  .them 
fuhferve  the  great  deCigns  of  his  kingdom,  a s  tbs  bead 
over  all  things  to  the  church*  (Ephef.  i.  22.) 

pjjltthtagt  in  ®  Thou  haft  (ubjeQed  all  thy  works,  from  the  higheft 

rub-  to  the  lowed  of  them,  to  his  dominion,  that  they  may 

be 


NOTE. 

find!  fpaee  of  lime  befon  hl$  fill,  and  Ms  to  dominion,  might  be  to.  Adam  and  Jut  po* 
being  tootle  lower  than-  the  aogdfc  wa?  contU  ftcrlry  in  gene r»J;  yet  in  their  complete  and 
nurd  ill  along  after  it*  But  u  Cfcrift  was  higheft  fenfe*  they  CouM  belong  to  none  b Off 
made  not  u  a  little  only,  but  much  lower/1  the  feeomj  Ad the  onmrftt  Lord  and 
than  the  angela  for  ft  few  yean*  lo  hta  Gorcmor  of  all  his  crcaturea*  and  the  triom* 
Hate  and  condition  In  tbc  diji  of  his  hgmi*  phant  Conqueror  of  ail  bis  cucmfe*  j  nor 
liorion  upon  ear ih;  fc  ho  is  now  crowned  would  the  apcftle's  quotation  or  them  have 
with  glory  and  honour  to  contfau*  in  bis  ex*  been  at  all  ro  his  purport,  utildalae  had  on* 
allied  Ante  for  ever  i  And  how  applicable  fe-  doTtood  them  to  have  been  of  CbriJL 

ever  fbtue  of  tbc  quoted  p^flag wt  rcUtiog 


2?* 

* 

fitbjtCkw  under 
his  feet.  For  In 
that  he  j*ut  all  U 
jqbjeftfen  under 

him*  he  left  tio+ 
thing  th*t  ti  not 
put  under  him* 
But  now  we  fee 
not  yet  all  things 
fat  under  him- 


7 be  fptjlle  to  the  Hebrews  parapbrajed. 
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p  Dot  ve  fee 

Jcfis,  who  was 
ma»te  a  little  low¬ 
er  titan  the  in  gels, 

for  the  fuffVring 

of  death,  crowd¬ 
ed  with  glory  and 
hotranr-  that  he 
ty  the  grace  of 

God 


be  entirely  at  his  difpofal;  and  haft  given  him  an  abfo- 
lutc  power  over  alt  hit  and  his  church's  enemies,  Gn, 
Satan,  and  death,  that  Ne  may  conquer,  fubdne  and 
triumph  over  them,  like  flaves  and  captives  under  bis 
feet ;  may  difarm  them  of  all  their  force  5  may  trample 
upon  them  with-  indignation  and  contempt,  like  the 
din  under  his  feet ;  and  may  execute  his  righteous 
wrath  upon  them  This  teftimony  of  the  Pfalnift 
(hews  that  he  had  a  higher  view,  than  to  that  original 

dominion  which  was  given  to  mao  over  the  creatures 
of  this  lower  world  :  Tot  (as  is  there  (aid  abfalutely  and 
vniverf&ily)  when  God  pat  a]]  things  whatfbever,  with¬ 
out  exception  or  limitation,  under  bim,  it  is  evident 
that  there  is  no  ttfltk-of .  Jus-haods,  no  creature  in  hea¬ 
ven  or  cartF,~nof  any  affair  relating  to  them,  nor  con- 
fequently  to  the  gofpd-church,  that  is  not  brought  into 
fuhje&ion  to  hint.  But  we  plainly  fee,  by  obfervation 
and  experience,  that  in  fo  long  a  time  as  from  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  the  world  to  this  very  day,  neither  mankind  in 
general,  nor  any  one  of  them  in  particular,  has  an  ah- 
folute  and  univerfal  dominion  over  all  things;  and 
therefore  thefe  words,  Thou  hajb  pul  all  things  in  fob* 
jeftion  under  him,  cannot  be  applied  in  their  full  extent 
to  Adanty  or  any  of  his  natural  defeendents  f  ;  And, 
notwitbftanding  that  full  grant  of  authority  and  domi¬ 
nion,  which  is  made  to  our  Lord  Jsfuj  himfelf,  It  mud 
indeed  be  allowed,  that  we  as  yet  do  not  fee  that,  in 
fifty  all  things  are  a&ually  fo  reduced  under  him,  as 
to  have  put  an  end  to,  all  the  'oppofition  of  bis  and  his 
people's  enemies ;  the  lime  for  this  being  not  yet 
come. 

9  But  (which  cannot  be  laid  of  any  other  man)  ve 
certainly  know  from  the  tefti monies  of  infpired  writers, 
whom  God  bore  witnefs  to,  by  divers  miracles  and 
gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  (ver-  4.)  and  by  the  great  and 
wonderful  cffe&s  of  their  dodrine  upon  the  hearts  and 
lives  of  innumerable  converts  from  among  Jews  and 
G entile s%  thro'  the  attending  power  of  die  Spirit,  which 

it 


MOTE, 

*  Here  ends  the  apoftte's  quotation,  from  the  1  aft  cbnfc  of  this  verfc  may  be  ratiGteei 
the  Pfdlttis,  and  whal  follows  is  bis  u«n  if-  a*  an  sbji'Stwa  again  ft  hh  sluotuk  uid  Qnll~ 
guing  wp»n  it*  ^  cruttd  dominion,  wludi  withered  b  ilie 

f  Dr  Owen  and  other*  'ondeeftand  this  next  rale,  u  £*ms  be  iiuinued  by  the 
Vtm  ic  relate  to-  mxn  in  jf/rerrf,  io  dtftinfHon  worj  ycl,  (^r<r)  Wt  Jed  not  ydt  &U  things  fsL 

from  who  i*  mentioned,  a*  they  ap-  which  imfSkr  that  the  lime  is  com¬ 

prehend,  in  oppo&ion  to  this  bim  At  the  be-  tnj  when  they  thaJI  be  fb.  Now,  though  I 
grinning  of  the  next  ra-fc;  and  fo  (he  apoflie  incline  irtoft  to  this  foft  fenft,  1  would  not  be 
denies  that  ail  things  are  pm  under  bim  ;  JJut  peremptory  in  itj  and  therefore  hm  iwin- 
Beza;  Pifcito^  Mr  Pierce  and  others  tinder*  dedj#th, 

Band  this  tou  a*  relating  w  Cfcn/f;  w  , 


i 
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Cod  ftrould  tufl*  ia  {bed  down  abundantly  from  the  exalted  Savlcu“ ) 
toth  for  every  anj  wc  fc^  by  That  the  Lord  Jefus,  who  for  a, 

little  while,  £ fee  the  note  on  iwv  6>)  during  the  few 
years  of  his  incarnation  upon  earth)  was  placed  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  far  inferior  to  the  holy  angels,  that  he  might  un¬ 
dergo  the  moll  terrible  and  abating  fufferings,  even  un¬ 
to  death ;  we  are  well  allured,  I  fay,  that  now  in  his 
human  nature,  as  the  reward  of  his  fuffbrinps  and 
death,  he  is  actually  exalted  to  his  heavenly  throne, 
and  is  there  incircled  with  the  higheft  honours,  and 
potieffled  of  all  the  majefty  and  glory,  dignity,  authority, 
and  power  of  his  mediatorial  kingdom,  in  which  he 
muft  reign  till  all  his  enemies  be  cffr£tuaHy  fubdued 
under  his  feet*  ( i  Cor ,  xir*  2 5*)  And  as  by  the  graci¬ 
ous  appointment  of  God,  in  his  infinite  love  and  good¬ 
will  to  men,  Chrill  tailed  the  bitter  cup  of  death'*,  by 
actually  dying  in  the  room  and  dead  of  every  one  of 
the  many  jam  (ver*  to.)  that  belong  to  him,  whether 
they  be  Jews  or  Gcntiks  j  ami  by  experimentally  know¬ 
ing  the  for  rows  of  that  tremendous  death  which  their 
fins  deferred  j  fo  he,  having  done  this,  is  exalted  to  all 
the  honours  of  his  throne,  that  he  might  be  in  full 
capacity  to  puriue  and  accompiifh  the  great  end  of  his 
death,  in  bringing  them  ail  tiife  to  glory* 


lo  For  it  be¬ 
came  Mm,  for 
whom  are  all 
thing*,  and  by 
wlwm  are  alt 
tiling  in  bring, 
ing  many  fbnr 
onto  glory,  to 

make  the  Captain 
of  their  felrorTon 
perfect  throogh 
fu  Serin  gs, 


to  For  how  offeofive  foever  the  dextrine  of  a  fuller¬ 
ing  Meffuh  be  to  the  carnal  Jcivsf  who  looked  for  a 
temporal,  and  not  a  fpiiitual  falvadon  hy  him  ;  It  was 
every  way  right  and  fit,  decent,  decorous,  and  agree¬ 
able  to  the  juftice  and  holinefs,  wifdom  and  goodnefs, 
and  indeed  to  all  the  perfections  of  God,  who  is  the 
ultimate  end,  for  vt and  the  firft  caufe,  by  mhsmf 
all  things  whatfoever  ivere  created,  and  the  whole 

cheme  of  falvation  was  formed  :  It  was, I  fay,  infinite- 

iy 

NOTE. 


*  Tafing  dtath}  fc  an  tMrmfm  for  dwnj  : 
But  the  dr&ih  of  Chrill  was  nuuifterhc  was 
crowned  with  glory  and  boo  our,  much  Jtfk 
war  lie  crowned,  that  he  might  uftc  death, 
;s  thf  order  of  thtfc  words  may  fcem  to  in* 
irmtfc;  for  the  ftripto re  every  where  Speaks 
tfhlf  dead*  as  preceding  his  exaltation*  And 
therefore  tt  Is  nroft  coo  tenant  to  the  troth, 
and  to  the  apoftk'r  dctffn,  to  undcrHaudt 
vHi  Mr  Pierce,  th^t  here  is  fiicli  an  ettipjii 
trfyliepjit*  at  is  to  be  met  with  both  in  pro* 
faric  aod  (acred  wtitto,  and  is  a  figure  of 
fpcech  that  fiipplies  the  fenfc,  though  not 
outHy  according  to  the  flrofture  of  the 

words;  and  fo  it  nuy  ftand  thui,  **  Jo* 


ihat  learned  enter  (not  wit branding  h«  no. 
tionof  umverftl  redemption )  further  obfmes, 
thafcvrrj  ihant  for  whom  Chrift  lifted  death, 
cannot  be  here  meant  of  ah  mrii-bW  i  hut  that 
the  nature  of  the  *jr«mntent*  and  the  fropeef 
the  context  marr.fcftlv  carry  it  under  a  limi¬ 
tation  10  thole  Vvho  were  before  cat  tied  the 
ban  vf/dlvatioa,  chip,  u  14.  and  art:  all  a- 
long,  after  the  verfu  before  t:s,  catted,  “  the 
"  many  ions  vm  were  to  be  brought  to  glo- 
(t  ryj  Thc  faD^blied,  Chnit's  brethren,  aaJ 
14  the  church  T*  and  we  rr^y  add,  the  dnttrtn 
ivh\th  G$d  bad  given  hlmy  vcr.  to,— It 
alfu  might  he  defined  10  (bow  *hot  thi*  fa- 


14  rt]$  was  crowned  with  fjorj  and  honour, 
14  that,  by  the  grace  of  God  having  parted 
death,  nc  might  favc  mw  iran*“ - Btit 

Vox..  V.  ’  + 


vour  wua  net  intended  to  be  confined  to  the 
Jews,  but  to  be  extended  tike  wife  to  the  Gcn- 

itki. 


s 
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Cfa.  ii. 


ti  Fur  birth 

and  t’:Cy  who  are 
fitnftilied,  art  id! 
of  otie :  frr 
which  cauic  he  is 
mt  aftwmH  to 
ihccu  bret li¬ 


ly  becoming  the  great  God  himfelf,  for  [be  vindication 
of  the  rights  and  honour  of  his  holy  nature,  law,  and 
government,  in  his  way  of  bringing  an  innumerable 
multitude,  (flev,  tit*  9*)  of  adopted  and  regenerated 
fens  to  till  the  bkflbdnefs  and  glory  of  the  heavenly 
ft-itc,  to  prepaie  his  only  btzgotton  Son  for  this  work,  as 
the  prince,  leader,  and  author  of  eternal  falvaticm  *,  the 
whole  accompiUhmem  of  which  is  lodged  in  his  hand?, 
and  to  perfect  the  confecralibn  of  him  to  his  office,  as 
a  pried  upon  his  throne,  by  means  of  his  atoning  fu fir¬ 
ings  and  death  on  their  behalf,  ami  in  their  (lead,  that 
as  Jin  ins  reigned  unto  deaths  ft  grace  might  reign  thro* 
righicoufncfs  to  eternal  life ,  by  Jefus  Chrijl  our  Lord* 
(llom.  v.  3.1  ♦) 

11  For  both  the  Redeemers  who  has  taken  away  fin 
by  the  facrificc  of  himfelf,  that  its  guile  may  be  ex¬ 
piated  and  its  defilement  removed,  f  and  the  redeemed* 
wiiofe  fins  are  purged  away  by  his  blood  and  fpirit,  and 
who  are  thereby  devoted  to  Gud,  ant!  qualified  for  ac¬ 
ceptably  worfldpping  and  ferving  him,  are  all  of  one 
bloody  (Acts  xviu  26.)  Partakers  of  one  and  the  fame 
human  nature  from  one  common  parent ;  Cbrift  ha¬ 
ving  aflumed  their  nature  into  peifonal  union  with  him- 
fclf,  and  that  in  the  fame  ftate  and  condition  of  weak* 
nefs,  affliction,  and  mortality  with  thcmfclves,  fin  only 
excepted,  ( ver ,  17,  ami  chap*  iv,  1 5*)  that  he  might 
have  foincthhig  to  oifor,  and  they  might  have  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  itij  and  they  arc  z\\  oi  one  hcaventy  F&ther% 

under 


N  O 

m  m  j  a 

*  17  r  CepUshi  effi tvafisn  rut  r'J- 

T»***f)  rmjjierly  ih< i  LeJtIerl  and  Is 

rtnikrcd  1  hi  Prince,  *mi  ihi  AathW)  (A&iiti, 
jj*  omi  v*  ;i*  and  Hcb,  %\u  ».)  which  a  nr 
the  only  \>\  ice*  Ii^f;  le.r  in  the  New  Tetlamcwr, 
yrbcrc  this  uon  h  ukd ;  and  in  all  theie 


&rx t)  which  \>  ihnr,tti:v -s  rendrred  to 
/e*!,  tijjji.vih  Jp.  i'-tl  i^sJant!  ir  others 
to  (chair,  vij.  5  ft*}  any  l  elate  to  hk 

bcin’4  f<o£h  cuJtpltfMy  fa*'  l  io>,  ^ 
tcJ  lu  lh:;t  yart  cf  Ms  office  which  lit  w^jfo 
Ctffv  0:1  it;  heaven.  am)  lor  the  fnlhiiin^  o\ 
which  he  was  crowned  with  the  ^!o^y  and  tio- 
iKiur  mentioned  in  the  preceding  vcrle. 
f  ftu.(]\pcd  {0  ayanz^v*  &t 

ajcj  1  thiuk,  rond-intly  tiled 
though  this  eptftle  in  ihe  fctrificiai  fenfe, 
with  a  retereoee  to  le^d  purification*  for  ye- 
prwwju*  or  dcdicmhH  to  God,  and  feeing  fit¬ 
ted  for  hit  fei  vice  ;  or  lor  deaufing  from  the 
guik  of  fin  :  61U  when  they  xtlaic  to  the 


T  E  3. 

i I* n eti frest ton  of  beJrcvcr.%  in  virtue  of  the 
Meed  of  Chrill,  as  they  d<>  htre#  Lr.U  1.1 
t!iK}>*  x.  10,  14.  chry  m*y  w,r{J  he  fjppofid 
it>  include  a!fb  ari  <Il  imennl  wort  of  boJi- 
u  which  was  fijnilieil  I  y  txtmi.  l 

prrilicaiio^s  wi.h  water  iviul  h!r?-?dl  (a-**1 
di'p  to  ihc  more  comrann  1  >1 

1  licii’k  word^  in  other  as  it  was  p:r* 

by  (he  Jdood  <  f  Chrifl,  and  is  zifi di¬ 
ed  tn  eonfi^ncneoiWriJof  i>y  the  liiufticeavcn 
of  the  Spiri*-, 

t  Of  ?*;*'  (  =  "  U  both  the  aafns'^ie 

^nd  iicuitr  ^^;i.r!tr,  and  »r»ay 
iucjo  f'fy;*+  yrfsit,  or  if  #hc  ftitig,  and  m-*t 
Vtfiy  cxMihfcniy  wtih  each  otberi  mi  vii 
theapoflfe'*  thnajh  their  beT*-. 

all  of  one  nature  feems  to  he  mod  diix;t  y 
intended. — A  learned  eicpnfiior  has  ton;sr- 
tuied,  that  stt  $f  we  means  that  CLriil  a  A 
tfu-  ianctifkj  aic  ail  uf  *uic  Father,  Ahraban- , 
as  be  and  all  bdierer*  b?vc  the  fame  findi 
with  Abraham.  But  ^.boujh  this  jeay  b^:i 
fcood  vearbn  for  ChrilFs  catting  them  irahren, 
1  du  rsit  isc  how  it  ibovs  thu  it  became  G->i 


cui. 


\%  String,  l 
will  declare  thy 
name  untu  my 
brechren  ■  in  fhe 
mvrirt  of  the 
church  will  1  ting 
praife  an  tv  thee* 


»3  Aftd  again, 

1  will  pat  my  trull 
in  him*  Ami  \> 
gain*  Behold  1, 
and  the  children 
which  God  hath 
;t:vca  me. 
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under  a  wife*  ho ly,  and  gracious  conflitution,  whereby 
they  are  legally  one*  and  included  in  one  covenant.  And 
therefore;  great  and  glorious  as  Chrift  is,  ami  mean 
and  contemptible  as  they  are,  he  does  not  difdain,  hue 
condefccnds  to  take  them  into  the  near  and  endearing 
relation  of  brethren  to  himfelf,  who  is  the  fiefo-horn  a- 
tnong  many  brethren*  (Korn*  vtii*  29*)  and  to  own  them 
with  pleafure  under  that  relation,-  as  he  did  after  his 
rcfurre£Uon,  (John  xx.  17.)  and  will  publicity  do  in 
the  day  of  judgment;  (Afc/*  xxv,  40.)  And  this  cor- 
refponds  to  the  reprefeutation  which  was  made  in  the 
prophetic  writings  of  his  calling  them  brethren. 

12  Saying  to  his  Father,  (Pf  xxii*  22-)  I  will  r.aaks 
known  the  glory  of  thy  perfections  and  councils,  ways 
and  works*  to  the  honour  of  thy  great  name,  lgitb  re¬ 
ference  to  the  fcheme  of  fatvation,  by  opening  it  firft 
in  my  pcrfonal  mini llry*  and  afterwards  carrying  it  ort 
in  plainer  and  more  extenfive  difcoveries,  >tiil  it  be  per¬ 
fected,  in  the  minidry  of  my  fervants,  and  by  the  il* 
Jumination  of  my  Spirit,  that  it  may  be  fully  manifefl- 
ed  to  thy  children,  to  whom  l  (land  nearly  related  by 
famcnefs  of  nature -and  covenant-conftituiion,  as  my 
brethren.  I  will  joyfully  celebrate  *  and  pubjiflx  the 
wondrous  praifes  of  thy  love,  to  thy  glory  among  them, 
whom  thou  hall  chofen,  called,  and  fancltfied  to  be  a 
peculiar  church  and  people  unto  thee. 

13  And  again,  in  another  prophetic  representation 
of  Chrift,  he  is  brought  in  as  faying  in  the  language 
of  David*  his  type,  ( Pf  xvili,  2,)  like  one  that  has 
communion  with  his  brethren  in  human  afFettious* 
fuffertngs  ami  graces,  r.s  well  as  in  nature, (<  I  will  place 
alt  my  truft  and'  cottGdence  in  tile  Lord,  who  is  my 
rocky  and  my  fort  refs ,  and  my  deliverer*  my  Cod*  my 
Jirength  ;  (as  it  follows  in  that  pfatmi)  My  dependence 
fhatl  be  entirely  upon  him  to  maintain  my  caufc,  to 
fupport  me  under,  and  carry  me  through  all  my  trials 
and  difficulties,  to  make  me  triumph  over  them,  and 
to  reward  me  for  them  in  my  own  perfonal  exaltation, 
and  in  effectually  bringing  the  many  fans  to  glory,** 
(vtr.  J0t)  And  with  a  like  acknowledgment  of  his  re* 

lation 


N  O 

i,.  brin^ngrfnanY  ions  to  glory,  to  mate  the 
Cnuin  of  their  filwicii  perfect  through 
fuilWings,  which  is  the  very  thing  that  ibe 
fcroier  purt  ol  this  verfe  U  brought  to  prove, 
*  If  praffeilst#  be  taken  literally, 
our  Lord  did  this  with  his  difriplw,  the  only 
}>oipd-cbinch  that  (h$  had  lfcen  tipoa  emit,  a 

little  before  !:;s  death,  *.rhcn  ihcy  ftng  sn 

y 


,T  E, 

hymn  at  the  clofe  of  the  !nsl'tuflon  an-!  ccL- 
biution  of  tbe  cochin  ft*  (Mat-  xkH,  30) 
Dili  if  retake  it  in  a  la&er  for  jcutag 
tl  forth  the  praifrs  of"  Gedr*  name,  this 
Chrift  has  r!<ne,  (ltfl  does,  and  wifj  eonjinuc 
to  do  through  alt  gencntjoAV  111  the  church, 
by  hh  word  and  fpirit,  in  rarious  cnini- 

Pt;a:inn5  and  ordinance*  of  divine  worfoijj. 


rj6 
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■ 

14  Fonfinuch 

then  aj  the  chil¬ 
dren  we  parta- 
kcri  of  flefti  and 

W-ood,  he  alfo 
mm  (elf  Lite  wife 

look  pirt  of  ih* 
fan*:  ;  that  tbro* 
dci'h  he  mt^ht 
deftr^y  him  that 
had  the  power  of 
death,  that  if* 
Um  devil ; 


lation  to  them  as  brethren*  he  fays  in  another  place* 
{If a*  viii.  18*)  Beholdt  here  am  I*  ready  to  do  and 
fuffer  all  that  thou  called  me  to  for  the  redemption  of 
the  children,  whom  thou  In  eternal  councils  of  wifdom* 
love*  and  grace,  had  given  me*  at  my  property  and 
charge*  that  I  might  deliver  them  from  all  evil* 
and  fandify  them  for  thy  fervice*  and  for  an  enjoyment 
of  thee;  and  that  I  might  own*  and  take  care  of  them* 
as  my  dear  brethren,  amidft  all  the  (corn  and  reproach 
of  men  upon  earth*  and  conduct  them  fafe  to  heaven ; 
And  behold*  I  prefent  them  together  with  myfelf  to  thee* 
for  th me  acceptance*  and  for  their  everlafting  bappinefs* 
14  Since  then  {**«»*)  the  children,  which  God  had 
given  to  his  Son  to  be  fared  by  him*  were  of  the  hu¬ 
man  race,  and"  (««*“«  )  had  cooiEntmion  with  the  reft 
of  mankind  in  human  nature*  as  confiding  not  only  of 
an  immortal  foul*  but  like  wife  of  a  mortal  body  of  flefli 
and  blood,  which  was  capable  of  dying  ;  he  aJfo*  who  had 
an  eternal  pre-ex tftence,  as  God  condefcended  volun¬ 
tarily  to  alTuxne  true  human  nature  with  all  its  dTential 
properties*  and  natural* .  though  fin  lets,  infirmities* 
into  perfchal  union  with  himfclf,  really  and  exaflly 
according  to  theiT  own  likenefs;  (w^xw^ciurif^)  and 

fo  was  allied  as  a  near  kinfman  to  them*  that  the  right 
of  reprefemation  might  lye  in  him*  and  that  he*  in  the 
fame  nature  which  finned,  might  make  a  proper  fatife 
fafUon  to  the  law  and  juft  ice  of  God  for  it;  to  the  cod 
that  (jva)  by  means  of  his  meritorious  death*  which  he 
fuftbred  in  their  room  and  (lead*  to  take  away  their 
fins  and  the  curfe  of  rhe  law,  and  to  pur  chafe  a  refer* 
reefciort  to  eternal  life,  he  might  vanquifh  and 
entirely  overthrow*  or  make  void  the  power  of  that 
great  deftroying  adverfary*  the  devil*  who*  as  a  mur* 
derer  from  the  beginning,,  was  the  means  of  bringing 
fin  and  death  upon  them  by  the  fidi  tranfgrefiion  ;  and 

as  an  executioner  of  divine  juftice*  had  an  empire  over 
death  to  inflict  it  in  a  penal  way  upon  ob  ft  in  ate  and  in- 


15  And  4di* 

vn  them  vrh;> 
through  fear  of 
deaih  w*re  all 
their  life  *  time 
Ibhjed  to  Lon- 
<kge* 


corrigible  firmer*,  whenever  God  might  permit  him ; 
and  to  be  afterwards  their  -evedafting  tormentor  in  the 
fee  on  d  death* 

1 5  And  when  Satan  thought  to  have  triumphed  over 
Cbrift  himfelf*  by  banging  him  rmo  the  territories  of 
death*  This  Captain  of  fa) ration  utterly  defeated  him* 
as  it  were  on  his  own  ground  ;  and  by  that  very  means* 
which  Teemed  of  all  others  the  moft  unlikely*  and  by 
which  he  himfelf  Teemed  to  be  overcome*  he  difermed  that 
grand  adverfary  of  all  his  power*  that  in  ihc  virtue  of  his 

own  death  he  might  raufom  all  his  children  from  the  fling 

kfld 
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id  For  tcrii y 
Jvc  toot  not  on 

Lim  (ht  rifli'tt'f  $f 

angels;  bat  he 
took  oa  him  the 
teed  of  A  bra- 
lam* 


TT  Wherefore 
i-i  ail  thing*  k 
behoved  him  to 
be  made  lit  ;  un¬ 
to  his  brrthfcii; 
that  he  nii»hr  tw 
a  meiciJiu  and 
faithful  high 
prieft,  in  things 
perfainitig  to  fit  id, 

tj  nuke  nrc.mci- 
lu  um  forth  dins 
of  the  people : 


and  terrors  of  deaths  and  from  its  dominion  over  themj 
and  might,  in  the  dfedual  application  of  his  blood, 
actually  free  them  from  the  guilt  and  power  of  fin,  and 
give  them  a  complete  victory  and  triumph  over  death 
itfelf,  (i  Cor .  xv.  26,  55,  56,  57.)  even  them,  who 
through  their  formidable  thoughts  of  death,  or  of  its 
dreadful. conferences,  or  of  both,  were  all  their  lives 
long  before  liable  to  be  fadly  inflaved  in  their  own  minds, 
and  afraid  to  die,  whether  they  were  Jews  under  the 
terrors  of  the  legal  difpenfatton,  or  Heathens ,  that  had 
no  hope  of  a  better  world  beyond  the  grave. 

16  For  to  accomplish  thefe  important  en^Js,  it  is  moft 
certainly  true,  that  cur  bleffed  Lord  did  not  lay  bold  on 
the  nature  of  angels,  to  take  that  into  perfonal  union 
with  himfelf,  as  though  he  had  intended  to  recover  any 
from  among  them  that  fell  from  their  original  recti¬ 
tude  and  happinefs  f ;  but,  pafling  by  the  angelic  na¬ 
ture,  he  gracioufly  condefcended  to  lay  hold  on,  and 
unite  to  himfelf,  the  far  more  inferior  nature  of  man, 
and  to  give  it  a  peculiar  fubfiftenee  in  his  own  divine 
perfon,*a6  hederived  it  from  the  patriarch  Abraham,  to 
whom  God  promifed,  that,  in  his  feed  aU  the  nations  of 
the  earth  Jbould  be  bleffed.  {Gen.  xxii.  18.  and  xxvi.  4.) 

17  We  may  therefore  infer  from  all  this,  that,  in  or¬ 
der  to  Chrifl/s  duly  anfwering  the  great  deli  ga  of  bis 
office,  as  their  Redeemer  and  Saviour,  it  was  highly  fir 
and  needful,  and  in  the  reafon  of  thiegs  every  way 
proper,  that  he  ihould  partake  of  their  nature  in  all 
things  that  cfientially  belong  to  it,  and  fhould  come  un¬ 
der  their  trials  and  fairings,  and  indeed  fiimtld  be  in 
every  thing,  3$  far  as  pofiible,  In  the  like  condition  with 
thofe  brethren  cf  bis  whom  he  was  to  bring  fafe  to 
glory,  {ver.  10,  11.)  that  fo  by  bis  own  experience  of 


H  o  T  E. 


fuxFerings, 


t  0  Verily  lie  took  rot  on  him  the  nature 
**  of  anwli/*  U  uudrrftorni  by  fbmt  to  fig- 
r*:fy,  according  to  the  rendering  in  the  roar* 
^qt  11  be  did  not  take  hold  of  the  angels/* 
to  help  or  reicne  them ;  "  but  he  took  hold 
11  of  (he  feed  of  Abraham,”  to  help  or  kV <■ 
cut  th*,Ti,  iJut  though  I  would  o<it  wholly 
Otdtadc  that  fenfe,  in  connexion  with 'die 

■  v 

other,  which  lya  in  the  tat  of  our  rcrfion  j 
yet  Chtift's  dTumiag  human  nature  in  hi*  in- 
vRroatiii*,  and  not  the  naiurc  of  angel*, 
-f’hems  to  be  moil  Lin  mediately  intended,  aii- 
fwcrablc  to  che  whole  fco  pc  of  the  contort  t 
and  tfitfe  word*  may  he * rendered-  wt:in>Dt 
the  fupptemem  of  fi^rf,  ‘which  is  added  to 
the  Greek  in  oar  trtnflation,  he  did  z rtf  take 
vV  hint  of  lot  aogthf  that  is,  not  any  one  of 
them  t  bui  he  mk  to  him  cf  the /tea  of  Astrif 


ham;  or,  with  the  ftxppkracm,  die  did  n# 
take  ta  him  tor  Ww  if  aygth  ;  but  took  to 
mat  the  tmtare  cf  the  feed  cf  Abraham ;  where 
birniau  nature  is  e/.^rdTcd  by  the  Iced  of 
Abraham  ;  hccanfc  our  Lord  derived  it  from 
Abraham  according  to  (he  old  Tcfbnitiit- 
propl.cci^  concur  0105  hint  j  and  beta  Life  he 
therein  hnl  j  prod  id  r  rtlptft  10  Uicr  fpiritnat 
feud  of  Abrahj^rt;  And  this  rm*hl  with  pro* 
pricry  enough  be  called  11  Chrilr*  taking  to 
**  hiin,  or  taking  hold  of,  Tl  (crrX*«i*rfT«#) 
not  (he  nature  of  angels,  but  the  human  ua- 
ttfre  of  t-hc  line  of  Abraham  >  bccatrie  in  hii 
i  near  nation  he  attuned  human  nature  into 
pcrkjqal  union  whhhimfclf,  aid  fo  laid  hold 
of  il  in  the  mofl  in  Urn  jUuidctiritarin  pm  in¬ 
ner  pifliblr,  in  older  to  hi*  refentn^  a  id  fap 
vinjj  it. 


*7® 


.  sS  F^r  in  that 
he  hiarfllf  luifi 
AitHicri,  hcmg 
templed,  he  is 
Able  tf>  feecour 
than  that 
tempted. 
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fuffermgs,  which  he  underwent  for  their  fake$»  in  their 
« a  lure  and  in  their  fiead,  he  might  be  che  better  qualifi¬ 
ed,  and  the  more  feelingly  engaged,  to  act  the  part  of 
a  compaction  a  te,  tender-hearted  high  prieft,  and  might 
be  the  more  touchingly  ftirred  up  to  acquit  himfeif  with 
all  fidelity,  in  the  difeharge  of  his  great  undertaking 
for  them!  with  relation  to  what  he  was  to  do  with  God 
on  their  behalf,  in  a  way  of  farisfafllion  tohisjuftice, 
for  healing  the  breach  which  fin  had  n\adc  between  him 
and  them,  and  procuring  peace  and  reconciliation  with 
God  for  them ;  whom  he  reprefented  and  aflcJ  for,  as 
taken  from  among  men,  and  as  therein  typified  by  the 
high  friejt  under  the  lav; ;  (fee  chap,  v,  t  *) 

i8  And  as  the  typical  high  prieft  could  have  compaf 
jhm  on  the  ignorant,  and  on  them  that  vsere  out  of  the 
v tayf  for  that  he  himfeif  a!fo  was  amp&Jftd  about  with 
infirmities }  (chap,  v.  2*)  Th  is  is  mo  ft  remarkably  and 
eminently  true  of  Chrift:  For,  in  as  much  as,  and  in 
the  very  thing,  (T>  *)  in  which  he  hiinfelf  underwent 
the  fevereft  tribulations,  when  he  was  in  a  ftate  of  tri- 
tils  and  fufferings  from  Satan  and  the  world,  from  the 
defections  of  bis  Father  and  his  own  difciples,  and  from 
the  reproaches  and  persecutions  of  his  enemies,  and  his 
various  troubles  in  foul  and  body ;  He,  having  triumph¬ 
ed  over  all  thefe  forts  of  temptations  in  his  own  perfon,  is 
both  capable,  inclined,  and  willing  to  fupport,  comfort, 
and  relieve  all  his  brethren,  that  are  exercifed  with  any  like 
afflictions  and  trials;  as  welt  remembring  what  he  fuf* 
fered  by  them,  and  well  knowing  how  to  make  thofc 
dear  objects  of  his  fympathy  and  companion,  as  victo¬ 
rious  over  them  as  he  himfeif  was* 


KF.  COLLECTIONS. 

How  much  more  excellent  and  important  is  the  gofpcl  of  thrift,  than  the  law 


angels  in  heaven  ;  ^and  this  blefled  gofpcl  ts  confirmed  to  us  by  many  faithful  wit* 
ik  Acs,  who  heard  it  from  his  own  month,  and  were  impuweml  ilill  farther  to 
publiffi  it,  with  infallible  ci*rt.ji‘»ty,  in  nil  its  extent  and  glory;  God  himfeif  at  the 
fame  time  bearing  wrttiCB  to  the  trulhof  their teftimony  by  various  wonders,  mi- 
racleF,  and  gifts  of  the  Mc!y  Ghoft,  according  to  the  good  pleafure  of  his  will. 
And  O  what  n  great  falvation,  c<snvp  rehen  3  vt  of  all  fpiritual  and  denial  Welling* 
And  furpaffing  aJ!  thought,  dues  the  g  tripe!  bri^g  to  them  that  by  faith  receive  it ! 
MVUh  what  care  and  diligence  then  fhoulil  went  tend  to  it,  that  we  may  embrace  and 
retain  i\  and  nutlet  it  Hip  out  of  our  thoughts  and  hcam  with  out  any  practical  and 


dirinc  grace  to  mankind  *  thrift,  palling  by  the  angels,  afiumed  our  inferior  na¬ 
ture,  as  derived  from  Abraham,  into  personal  union  with  himfeif :  And  wc  may 
well  cry  out  *  IlL  ad;r*;raU0E  asd  joy,  0  what  is  man,  that  thou  fltouldft  vifit  him  in 


Cb, ni. 
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\'th  kind  manner  by  the  Son  of  man !  How  low  wns  our  Lord  brought  for  a  little 
wink!  He  was  lower  than  the  angels  in  bin  ftate  qf  htmiilla: ion,  when,  asthe 
fr.ut  of  mere  grace  to  the  children  of  whom  God  hath  given  him,  he  tafted  the 
bit tt reft  cop  of  rUtfh  for  their  redemption*  Ami  how  errm-enily  h  lie  now  ex* 
sited  iahu  mediatorial  charafler  m  confcqutmceorhisftjftcrinjss*  and  as  the  right  e. 
oua  reward- of  them  -  The  NewTetomeut*cImrcb,  and  all  its  a  Earns  yea.  all  God's 
w^rks  of  nature  and  providence  are  already  put  nndtr  his  dominion;  artl  though 
all  li*  enemies  are  not  yet  aifhialiy  fubdue.l,  they  mult  at  length  fall  l»efo:v  him* 
ILw  hi^Mv  is  God  glorified  in  his  appointed  way  of  fatv.iiion  through  a  crucified 
\.k\  cviUed  ke-lecmcr  t  This  is  a  way  becoming  him  A-rtf,  who  H  the  hr  ft  caufe  and 
h:\  end  of  all  things:  All  the  perfeftious  of  his  nature,  together  with  hi*  law  and 
yi-ermmnt,  Ihine  forth  with  harmonious  and  illufiiious  luinourin  bringing;  avaft 
multitude  of  his  foils  to  glory  through  the  Captain  of  their  novation,  who  waa 
por:&ed  for  the  rem Kinder  of  his  office  by  fAfv  rings*  and  was  one  vdilt  then  in 
f  ich  an  intimacy  of  natnrv  and  relation,  as  is  a  proper  fomitiaiinn  of  his  mu  Ur 
takings  and  per  form  a  aces  on  their  behalf,  and  his  of  owning  them  and  rc  gr^rdin^ 
them  a*  his  brethren*  He  died,  that  he  might  reconcile  them  to  G<id,  a;iu  ftr.c- 
thy  them  tor  seeds  to  him  and  holy  communion  with  him  ;  that  he  might  def^roy 
the  power  ofthe  div>l,  wlu  brougnt  iin  .nd  death  into  the  world,  and  trttjmphed 
in  the  region  qf  mortality  *  and  that  he  might  t.iie  away  the  fting  of  death,  and 
deliver  h  is  brethren  from  its  penal  confluences,  who  ail  their  lives  long  before 
lu  1  been  brought  into  bondage  by  its  terrors*  And  O  wha;  a  merciful  and  faiih- 
iwi  high  pried  is  Chriftl  How  effccluady  has  he  procured  his  copies  recon *;hUticin 
to  God  by  his  blood!  and  how  coir.paftkmftti'ty  dots  lie  fympathize  with  them 
under  all  their  temporal  and  fpiritual  trials*  in  re  me  mb  ranee  of  the  bitternefs  of 
U>  own  {‘offering  the  like  fOrHiem;  that  he  might  ienfon  ibly  help  and  relieve 
them  in  their  molt  a  ill  i  dive  ciroura  trances,  till  be  carries  them  Jutfc  through  all  to 
eternal  glory  \ 


nnr 
o 


C  H  A  P.  IU. 

The  apofile  Jbtrtvs  the  fuperhr  worth  and  dignity  tf  Chrijl ,  in  his  per  fin 
and  prophetic  office,  particularly  above  Mo f^,  i,~ 6*  And  rrprefients 
tv  the  Hebrews)  from  the  example  of  their  unbelieving  ancejiorsy  the 
fin  and  danger  of  infidelity  and  apqji.zc'jy  and  the  nccefity  of  filth  m 
Chndy  art  l  of  a  filed fajl  adherence  to  h;?nt  in  order  to  their  entering  in¬ 
to  the  heavenly  rcjlt  y, — 19, 


T*rr, 


Paraphrase* 


\\ 


rlL/*'fcrjlTio* 

!y  Itrtilirrn, 
r^ruikers  **(  th*,* 
fic^-dy  c;;!Un-, 
c^lider  the  3;;o* 
ill'  £  d  h  :^h 

f  :kift  ;*f  pro- 

Chrift  Jo 

fTJ  1 
Im  _  * 


SINCE  the  great  author 01  the  gofpel  5s  fj  far  more 

excellent  than  ?.ll  the  former  prophets,  and  even  tha:i 
the  angels  them  fed  v^s,  as  h*is  beeu  cbferved,  (chip,  :• 
ii.) ;  Therefore,  my  dear  brethren,  v  ho  arc  fo,  not  on- 


igationA  arc  un  holy  people,  fe pirated  to  h;rri  and 
1  to  his  ferviee,  as  bein^  fa  notified  by  h:s  blood 


and  obi 
devoted 

and  fpirit,  (chap,  ri.  ti*);  who  nifo  are  admitted  to  a 
purtnerfhin  whh  the  whole  h^dy  of  true  believers  in  all 
the  pr; nieces  suui  of  toe  gofpcl,  to  widen  y*; 

are  called  by  fpecial  grace*  «nd  which  'are  of  uu  V,raveii- 
Jy  nature,  and  relate  to  the  heavenly  ilatr,  us  tcncing 
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to  it,  and  certainly  iflulng  in  it,  according  to  your  high 
culling  of  God  in  Chrifi  (Phil.  iii,  14.) ;  Let  me 

befeecb  you  to  go  along  with  me  in  farther  attentively 
confidering,  and  ferioufly  reflecting  upon,  the  fuper- 
eminent  dignity  of  the  glorious  Son  of  God,  of  wbofe 
perfon  and  office  1  have  been  fp caking,  who  is  empha¬ 
tically  the  fent  of  G$dt  as  the  Father’s  divine  mefienger, 
by  whom  he  has  fpoken  to  vs  in  thefe  lafi  dnys%  {chap.  i.  2.); 
who  is  alfo  our  great  high  prieft  to  purge  our  Jins$  and 
make  reconciliation  for  them ,  as  has  been  declared,  {chap, 
u  3*  and  iu  17.)  and  as  we  profefs  to  believe  and  own 
concerning  him  ;  and  fo  is  the  author,  life,  and  glory  of 
our  heavenly  calling,  and  of  our  holy  profdlion  of  his 
name,  and  of  all  our  regards  and  hopes  toward  God 
through  him,  even  our  Lord  Jcfus  Ohrid,  the  only  true 
and  anointed  Saviour, 


1  Wli  a  was 
fiuI'nLif  lu  iiiai 

luiti,  as  uff-»  Mo- 

f*S  V’Ql 

j  r  41 

all  Jus  hquie* 


2  Who  executed  his  prophetic  office  *  with  alt  fideli¬ 
ty  to  God  his  Father,  as  he,  according  to  eternal  coun¬ 
cils,  and  ancient  prophecies,  ordained  and  called  him 
to  it,  configured  him  in  it,  and  fent  him  to  fulfil  it ; 
He  made  known  his  Father’s  name,  and  rhe  whole  of  his 


mind  and  will,  relating  to  the  faith, .'ivorfhip,  obedience, 
and  falvation  of  the  church  in  every  particular,  and  ex- 
a£tty  according  to  his  appointment;  as  it  alfo  mull  be 
pwned,  to  the  honour  of  Mcfes^  the  moft  famous  of  all 


j  For  this 

pian  ’*va>  counted 
Woniiy  of  more 
glory  than 
itiaTtniicti  rj"  he 
wliU  rsfh  buildsd 
the  lufufe  hath 
imic  honour  than 
the  ho  ufc.  ’ 


the  ancient  prophets,  {Numb*  xii.  7  )  that  he,  who  was 
therein  a  type  of  Chrill,  faithfully  difeharged  the  office 
committed  to  him,  in  communicating  the  laws  and  or* 
din ^nces  which  belonged  ro  thatdifpenfation,  accord* 
tag  to  ail  that  God  commanded  himy  (Ex.  xL  16.)  rela¬ 
ting  to  the  church  of  ffraels  which  then  was  God's 
houtliold  or  family,  ( Numb *  xii.  7.)  as  his  church  is, 
and  may  well  be  called,  {1  Tivu  iih  iy-)i  hecaufe  he 
has  prepared  and  frt  it  apart  for  himfelf,  has  a  peculiar 
property  in  it,  prefides  over  it,  and  dwells  with  3  fpc* 
cial  and  gracious  pr  deuce  of  light  and  influence  in  it. 

3  Confnler,  I  fay,  what  a  fupe datively  excellent  one 
Ch  rifl  is :  For  this  glorious  perfon,  (*«;}  who  is  truly, 
but  not  merely  man,  was  In  finitely  more  honourable 
in  himtelf,  and  is  to  be  eftcemed  as  every  way  worthy 
of  much  greater  glory  than  Mofesf  in  his  relation  to 
the  church  :  notwitbllanding  all  the  honour  which  that 
eminent  man  of  God  juflly  obtained  for  his  fidelity  in 

his 


NOTE. 

*  Herr  the  ipoflle*  cnmparinp  Chrifl  wUh  i o  {HfcouHc  particularly  ard  at  large*  on  hh 
aUCtldi  nioft  ifftmcdUttly,  a&  I  tbittk,  pTiejth&cd  chaj)  ir*  iiv*  uid  ia  jtTCjztl  foil  Gw* 
lo  h** prophetic  fjfik-e,  a«  t ht  apoftlc  of  our  mg  chapter*. 

i*)  a*  td  after  ward*  piuccudl 


1 

l 
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A  ?ot  etery 

hcufe  15  buikkd 

by  jbmc  man ; 
but  he  that  bnUt 
all  things i;  God. 


bis  Mgh' employment,  as  a  mmifler  of  the  law*  Chrift 
really  is  as  much  more  excellent  in  his  ptrfon  and  of¬ 
fice*  and  as  much  to  be  preferred  to  him,  as  the  lord 
and  matter  cf  his  heufe  or  family,  who  js  the  former 
and  owner  of  Sr,  and  has  prepared,  eretleJ  and  governs 
it,  is,  in  all  reafon,  to  he  counted  worthy  of  higher  ho¬ 
nour  and  glory  than  the  family  itfelf,  or  any  member 
of  it,  (and  Mofis  was  no  more,)  which  derives  from  him, 
owes  its  being  and  all  its  advantages  to  him,  and  is  h:$ 
peculiar  property  for  h:s  own  pleafure,  life,  and  fervicc* 
4  For  as  in  the  literal,  fo  in  the  civil,  political  and 
religious  fenfe  of  the  word,  every  houfe  is  prepared* 
ere  tiled,  and  fitted  up  (w**  by  fome  principal  foun¬ 
der  and  proprietor  of  it :  But  be  that  is  the  great  build¬ 
er  of  the  church,  as  his  own  houfe,  +  that  bas  .-provi* 
ded  all  its  materials,  and  ordered  alt  its  affairs  for  his  own 
glory,  both  under  the  Jevj'tJb  and  gofpel-difpenfation, 
Is,  and  cannot  but  b£,  God  himfelf  ;  it  is  his  preroga¬ 
tive,  and  none  but  he  could  be  their  author ;  and  fo 
Chrttt,  w  ho  is  the  great  matter-builder  of  the  church, 
bears  the  fuper-emment  dignity  of  Cod  in  his  relation 
to  it* 


5  And  Mofca 
Yerilj  was  faith¬ 
ful  in  all  hi* 

honicaiafcmnt, 
for  a  teftimony 
of  thole  things 
which  were  to  be 
Jpokcn  after  * 


5  And  to  carry  on  this  Gmilltude,  and  apply  it  to 
tbe  cafe  in  band,  it  is  indeed  true,  as  has  been  obfer- 
ved,  (wj\  2.)  that  Mofcs  a£led  a  very  faithful  and  up¬ 
right  part  in  delivering  tbe  divine  laws  and  ordinances 
about  every  thing  that  related  to  the  chutch  of  God 
under  the  Old  Teftament-difpertfauon ;  Only  it  mult 
be  remembered,  that  what  lie  did  therein,  was  not  as  the 


Lord  And  proprietor*  but  merely  in  the  quality  of  a  /»/- 
nijlrivg  fervant  in  God’s  houfe  ;  he  being  fo,  and  no¬ 
thing  more,  to  give  a  prefigurative  reprefentation  to  the 
Ifrariiles  of  thofe  great  and  excellent  things  of  thegof- 
pd,  which  were  afterwards  to  be  more  clearly  revealed 
at  large  under  the  New  Tcflament,  and  were  witnefled 
to  by  his  law,  (Rom,  iii*  ci<)  even  fuch  things  ashave 

been 


NOTE. 

t  ft  He  that  built,*-  (a  fijj-  ic  dicrnjc!^  and  ordering  things  rdatinr 

niS«  **  Jic  that  prepaid,  forniibed,  and  ro  it  t  a  nJ  i»  n  ufvd  for  ft oah*s  preparing  an 
S*  fit  in  order,"  as  well  us  ,Ht  he  that  built;"  &rk.  Heh.  7.  and  1  Pet,  i'i,  ac.  which 
and  is  never  ufed  10  cisprcfi  work  of  he  placenta, tides  where  it  occur*  as  far 

creating;  nor  would  it  all  foil  the  apoftle's  as  l  liodui  th*  New  TdWncnt ;  And  there- 
argument  to  undcrRand  him,  as  fpetkin);  of  fi*re  when  the  3  pottle  f#yj(  “  lie  that  builds 
the  “  creation  of  ail  things, rt  oniveri'aily.  *t4  all  thins*  is  God,1*  it  is  matt  natural  *o 
Cut  this  word  is  often  u Jed  to  fign ify  God's  cjtiliJtr  it  with  reference  only  to  thole 
preparing  foeh  things  as  relate  to  the  church  thine  *  that  where  the  fubjr£t  of  the  foregoing 
and  his  worihip;  Thus  in  Mat.  xi.  10,  Murk  di  fir  u  1  ^  *0^  rc!;::ujr  to  the  cliurth  ondrr  titc 
i  z.  Luke  k  17,  and  vik  17.  K^s  tifed  for  figure  of  a  houJc,  See  Dr*  Owen  od  the 
ffiperi ug  or  makl/tg  rtt iej  the  way  of  tbe  place* 

Lord:  and  lie  lx  ixr  a,  tf.  for  u  making  the 


s8z 
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Ch.  a 


<f  BlK  Chrlfl  as 
3  Sun  over  hU 
4i«'n  ho  life  ; 

wtirHc  hmifc  arc 

»r(  if  vc  hold 
fill  the  confix 
Armv,  and  the 
Tfjoictnc  of  the 
iwpe  firm  ttn£o 
the  ctrd* 


?  Wherefore, 
<s*heJjMy  Ohoft 
t‘-.ith1  'iV-chiy  if 
ye  w  it!  bc^r  his 
Toioc, 


8  Harden  not 
votir  hearts,  as  tn 
the  F^Tocation, 
in  rue  day  of 
tcnijrtaiion  in  the 


been,  and  are  to  be  Hill  more  particularly  explained  in 
this  e pi  file* 

6  But  Clirift  is  fo  infinitely  fuperior  to  Mopes*  that, 
tboJ  he  gradually  condefeended  to  take  upon  him  the 
form  of  a  fervaot  in  his  human  nature  and  officr-capa* 
city  ;  yet  in  what  he  has  done  relating  to  his  houfe  or  fa¬ 
mily*'  be  a&ed,  nor  merely  the  part  of  a  fervam,  but 
aifo  of  the  Lard,  ami  mailer,  like  the  Ton  and  heir  of 
his  own  houfe,  which  is  peculiarly  his,  as  well  as  the 
Father's*  as  he  has  purchafed  the  church  with  his  own 
blood  ;  has  gathered  it  together,  and  formed  all  its  mem* 
bers  ;  has  reduced  it  to  its  proper  order,  and  fettled  all 
its  ordinances  and  privileges  by  his  own.  authority ;  and 
as  he  influences  and  governs  it  by  his  word  and  Spirit : 
The  houfe  or  family  of  Chrift,  «nrtrch  I  mean,  and  am 
fptaking  of  as  ere&cd  under  the  gofpcl- (late,  isno other 
than  that  of  which  we  ourfclves  vifibiy,  and  really  are, 
and  ihall  prove  to  be  living  members,  vitally  united  to 
him;  in  cafe  we  be  not  prevailed  upon  by  the  pcrfccu- 
tions,  temptations,  and  dangers  that  far  round  us,  to  a* 
pallatize  from  Chrift  to  A lofet$  but  carefully  and  fire* 
nuoufly  retain,  and  perfevere  in  a  bold  and  open  prokf- 
Con  of  his  name  on  whom  our  hope  is  bijilt  j  and  not* 
witblhinding  all  the  tribulations  that  befal  us,  continue 
on  a  principle  of  faith,  to  mamrain  our  rejoicing  in  hope 
of  the  glory  of  God,  with  ftedfaftnefs  to  the  end  of  our 
lives*  (chap*  x.  23*) 

7  To  apply  all  this  therefore  for  the  caution  of  nomU 
nal  profcjjhrs  againft  apoftacy,  and  for  the  quickening 
of  real  believers  to  hold  on,  and  held  out  to  the  end, 
In  their  holy  profellion  of  Chrift  and  his  gofpel  ;  let  me 
remind  you  of  what  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  the  infpired  wri¬ 
tings  of  David*  (Vft  xcv.  7,  &c.)  fays  to  the  Jews  of 
his  day,  who  are  fet  forth  as  examples  to  us,  (1  C?r.  x* 
6,  if*}  It  is  to  this  effedt;  *Vezi>,  immediately  and  with¬ 
out  delay,  while  the  prefent  day  of  God's  mercy  and 
patience  halts,  and  the  meiTengcrs  of  his  grace  are  fenc 
to  you,  if  ye  would  attend  to,  regard  and  embrace  wh*t 
he  fays  by  them,  for  your  own  fpi ritual  and  eternal  ad¬ 
vantage  y 

8  Take  heed  that  ye  do  not  wilfully  fhut  your  eyes 
againfi  his  Jig  hr,  or  flop  your  ears  againfl  his  voice,  and 
refill  his  Spirit ;  and  fo  harden  your  hearts  a^ainlt  his 
fear,  and  again  ft  ail  the  methods  of  his  wifdom  and 
Jove  for  your  prefenc  and  future  bappinefs,  as  the  for¬ 
mer  generation  of  my  profeGing  people  did;  ty  their 
provoking  unbelief,  fuifes,  and  murmurings  again  ft  the 
Lord  and  his  fervsat  Mofcs^  as  particularly  at 

and 


ft1  i 


Q.  iii. 


$  Vhcu  ytiur 
fit  tier* 

aif,  proved  p’tfti 

■sod  fa^F  my 
vmi.fr  forty  ycjiif . 


jg  WSerfurfi 
f  w*$  grieved  *'!lfc 

that  fwewioa, 

*od  faid.  They 
dd  ataay  err  in 
tbiir  ha?*  *  and 
rh*7  hnvd  net 
my  n'ays* 
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and  fiferibab*  (Ex.  xvi i*  2,-70  in  the  day  of  their 
testing  me  by  diftmSit:.;  my  power  and  goodnefs,  af¬ 
ter  all  my  wonderful  appearances  for  them  $  and  in 
the  day  of  my  trying  them  by  various  dealings  with 
them,  while  they  were  iejo  timing  in  the  ddart  of  A- 
rabia  v 

9  When  on  that,  and  feveral  ether  occa Gens,  your 
anchors,  according  to  the  fte(b,  ;uid  in  vifible  cove- 
n*inc*reia:;oii  to  me,  called  in  qucilian  my  providential 
nnd  ^racions  prefers  vj\ih  rhe;^T  and  care  of  them, 
faying  in  the  knpnge  of  unbelief,  Js  the  Lordamongfi 
if/,  or  not  ?  (L.x*  svi:.  y.)  And  when,  ft  another  time, 
they  demanded  appearances  of  my  favour  on  their  be¬ 
half,  beyond  what  they -dtftruftfuUy  imagined  I  either 
would,  or  could  give  them ;  faying,  ( Pf  kxviih  jg,  ac*) 
Can  Corf fvrrAfb  a  t&hk  vi  th€  VfUiermft  ?  Can  it  pro- 
vidr  Jtrjb  for  bis  people  ?  They  often  put  my  faithful - 
nefs,  power,  and  kindnefs  to  the  trial,  with  an  un wor¬ 
thy  fiiipicious  tcmpei  of  mind,  as  though  I  would  not 
he  mindful  of  niy  promife,  or  were  not  able  to  perform 
it  for  their  relief  y  no,  nor  to  revenge  the  quarrel  of  my 
covenant  upon  refractory  Tranfgrefiors  of  it,  iho*  they 
had  all  along  experimema!  proofs  with  the  higheft  evi- 
deuce  to  the  contrary :  And  they  went  on  in  this  man¬ 
ner  to  provoke  me  times  and  ways  without  number, 
even  while  they  faw  my  marvellous  works,  both  of  judg¬ 
ment  and  mercy,  forty  years  together*  from  the  time 
of  my  bringing  them  with  an  out-ftretched  arm  from 
Egypt*  till  the  end  of  their  journcyings  through  that 
barren  wildernefs,  where  they  livid  under  my  immedi¬ 
ate  protedion  and  fupplics,  in  their  way  to  the  land  of 
Canaan* 

10  Therefore,  to  fpcalt  after  the  manner  of  men,  who 
are  troubled  at  difrgrt£ab!e  events,  and  particularly  at 
things  that  reflect  a  diihonour  upon  the Dife Ives,  and  car¬ 
ry  the  marks  of  the  bufclt  ingratitude,  I  was  all  that 
while  forely  difpleafed,  offended,  and  at  length).  weari¬ 
ed  out,  with  the  repealed  and  aggravated  incredulity  and 
mifbebaviour  of  the  people  of  that  age,  even  CO  M-  de- 
fpifmg  of  my  moll  .merciful  care  and  Itindnefr,  and  To 
fleeting  on  the  honour  of  my  name ;  and  thereupon  I 
frill,  in  juft  reft  nt  men  t  againflihcm*  They  continually, 
on  all  occafions*  go  on  in  the  perverfc  counfels  and  difr 
pofmons  of  their  own  hearts,  running  a  ft  ray  from  mej 
and  they  have  not  attended' to,  and  entertained  tine  ap* 

prehenfions  of  the  ways  of  my  providence,  whether  cf 
judgment  or  mercy  toward  them,  which  they  bavc  fern 
in  thecourfr  of  my  dlfpcnfatior?,  {ver*  9*) ;  nor  d:d 

thry 
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u  So  I  fwa« 
fri  my  wrath, 
lhatl  not 


ix  Tate  heed* 
brethren  ,  Jed 
(here  be  Ed  any 
of  yon  an  evfl 
heart  of  unbelief 
V)  depo  ring  from 
Ihc  living  God* 


they  approve  of,  and  practically  obferve  the  ways  of  tny 
precepts,  even  the  ways  of  truth;  hotinefs,  and  peace, 
which  I  fet  before  them,  and  enjoined  upon  them,  that 
they  might  walk  therein. 

ii  Upon  the  whole,  my  patience  was  fo  worn  out 
by  their  incredulity  and  difobedieucc,  that,  in  my  righ¬ 
teous  indignation*  I  fware  by  myfelf,  (Numb,  xiv.  i8* — 
30.)  and  fo  declared  with  all  the  foleimuty  of  an  oatb, 
which  (hews  my  word  zo  be  irreverfible,  that,  for  their 
high  and  ntimbcrlefs  provocations  obftinatdy  ptrGfted 
in,  a^fnrdy  as  I  live,  the  carcaifes  of  that  evtt  genera¬ 
tion  ihall  fall  in  the  wtMernefs  and  none  of  them  from 
twenty  years  old  and  upwards,  except  Caleb  and  JoJhuat 
ment>f  a  better  {pint,  fliaH  enter  into  the  land  of  Ga* 
naan>  which  I  had  promifcd  to  Abraham  and  his  feed, 
as  a  land  of  qirrtnrfs,  peace,  and  plenty4,  a  land  in 
which  the  ark  of  the  covenant  fhould  be  fixed,  as  my 
refting  place  among  them,  ( Pf*  cxxiif  5,  8.)  and  which 
was  to  he  a  type  of  my  dwelling  in  my  church,  to  give 
them  a  f pi  ritual  reft  on  earth,  and  afterward*  in  heaven, 
where  they  fhall  reft  from  all  their  labours,  fins  and 
farrows,  and  enjoy  the  mod  complete  and  t  verb  fang 
happinefs  in  my  immediate  prefence* 

r  2  Being  therefore  warned  by  thefe  awful  examples,  * 
which  are  left  for  our  admonition  i  and  being  excited 
by  z  confideration  of  the  dignity  of  Chrifl/s  perfou  and 
office,  and  of  the  near  concern  we  have  with  him,  and 
the  rich  advantages  we  may  hope  for  from  him,  (wr. 
6.)  carefully  fee  to  it,  foot  about  you,  look 

upwards  and  inwards,  ruy  dear  brethren  in  the  profef- 

fiOR,  and,  as  I  truft,  in  the  fating  benefits  of  the  got* 
pel :  Be  watchful  with  holy  jealoufy  over  yoiufelvcs, 
and  with  humble  dependence  on  divine  grace,  left  at 
anytime,  through  the  corruption  of  your  own 

hearts,  and  the  temptations  of  Satan  and  of  this  pre- 
fern  world*  unbelief,  cfpccially  as  proceeding  from  an 
habitually  fmful  temper  of  foal,  wickedly  prevail  in  auy 
of  you,  which  is  in  itfelf  a  moft  provoking  evil,  as-  it 
U  a  difl  r  uft  of  God,  and  gives  him  the  lye,  and  fo  re¬ 
flects  the  bigheft  di  (honour  upon  his  authority,  veraci¬ 
ty,  power,  and  grace,  and  id  the  root  and  beginning  of, 
works  and  lead*  to,  and  unlefs  fubdaed,  will  certainly 


NOTH, 

*  Herr  the  apoJik  purines  hi$  ex horft turn  this  verfe  (tindi  in  cnnm^Hnn  with  die 
jwhlch  hr  uai entering  upoii,  ver.  71  au*i  tn  Tphtstfire  tn  ve r.  7 .  but  it  now-hrvit^ht  in 
prepare  the  way  loir  the  better  enforcement  of  with  the  grater  advantage  in  his 
it*  tne.nr.ened  the  cafe  ef  the  difnberiknt  fr*m  God’s  dHpcnfv:nri<  ttmawL  that  u«ke- 
1  (Vidius  in  the  intettDGdtite  verfes,  which  lisvirg.  people,  to  hi*  pT??retH:nt*s  vhh  the 
ire  fu  be  cuJItitfvU  u  sparcuthefaj  and  lb  pr<jft3Tbri  of  Chrilt  under  tbe  gel  pci  Qttf. 


a:. 
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rfc 


any  of  you  be 
hardened  \hro* 
L«i  ikttitfuinef* 
«  fio* 


iITtte  (as  it  {lid  in  your  rebellious  anceftors)  in  all  back* 
ilidings,  and  apofhcies  from  the  only  living  and  true 
God |  who,  inclufive  of  the  Son,  (i^rv  4,  6,)  as  one 
God  with  ffae'Father,  has  neceOarily  and  e  (Ten  ti  ally  life 
in  himfelfi  and  is  the  author  of  fpiritual  and  eternal  life 
r  to  believers  ;  and  lives  for  ever  to  fulfil  his  pro;ntfes  to 
them,  and  his  threatoings  to  thofc  that  wilfully  depart 
from  him*  t 

n  But  cohort  *3  But  as  a  means  of  preventing  this  dreadful  evil, 
we  auoiW  dai-  be  ye  not  only  watchful  over  your  own  hearts,  to  guard 

Ji  ^ToXv ”  agalnft  fbe  firft  workings  of  unbelief  and  apoftacy  iir 
Ci"*  >  *  yourfelves;  but  fherw  a  mutual  tender  concern  for  one 

another,  by  continually  exciting  and  encouraging  each 
other  (trf(wvrP*)  day  by  day  and  every  day,  as  op* 
porrunuies  and  occafwn  Goffer,  to  ftcjlfaftnefs  in  the  faith, 
and  to  a  holy  circumfpeft  care  and  caution,  in  depen¬ 
dence  on  divine  grace,  again  ft  carnality  cf  mind,  fu- 
pinenefs and  negligence;  and  againft  .the  temptations 
of  Satan,  rhe  allurements  and  terrors  of  this  world, 
and  every  thing  that  has  a  tendency  to  carry  you  off 
from  Chrift  and  the  gofpel :  Attend  to  this  as  your  pro* 
fent  duty,  while  the* day  of  life  is  continued,  and  the 
day  of  gofpel -grace  lafts,  which  will  fcon  come  to  a 
period  at  death,  and  will  do  fo,  particularly  to  the 
at  the  approaching  deftruftion  of  Jen/chm  \  let  thdfe 
Chriftian ^offices  of  brotherly  love  and  fahhfulneEs  be 
difeharged  ro  each  other  (Jut  of  hand;  left  any  one  or 
your  number,  that  profciTcs  the  fame  faith,  and  is  par* 
laker  of  the  fame  external  privileges  of  the  gofpel  with 
yourfelves,  ihould  be  lulled  afleep  and  (Unified,  and  fo 
Jed  afide  and  feduced  from  Chrift,  through  the  guileful 
arts  of.  indwelling  fin,  and  the  treachery  with  which 
it  works,  in  his  heart,  to  magnify  the  terror  of  ftiffcririgs 
for  Chrift,  and  the  pleafuce  of  worldly  eafe,  affluence, 
and  fafety;  and  to  put  a  favourable  conftrnftion  and  a 
fine  glofs  upon  fuch  evil  ways  of  heart  and  life,  as  are 
definitive  to  his  own  foul* 

14  It  is  of  the  utmoft  confequrnce,  for  preferving 
us  from  this  deceitfulnefs  of  fin  and  h^rdnefs  of  heart, 
to  fee  ro  it  that  we  are  in  truth  what  wc  profefs  to  be  : 
For  it  evidently  appears,  that  {r*™/?-'  y*rmP&)  we  really 
have  been  brought  into  a  happy  parmerfhip  with  Chriftf, 
in  his  righteoufuefs,  Spirit,  grace  and  benefits,  as  per- 

fons 

T  E. 

lo  be  bronchi  wf  as  *  pretf  ax d  nwr&rr,  and 
not  m  a  **ud:ihK  of  bcinj;  made,  or  rather 
of  **  Iisrr  been  mad t**  jiariakcta  of  Chit  ft. 
(See  Dr  Owen  on  the  place.) 


t4  For  we  arc 

mule  partakers 

*4  Ciyift,  if  ve 
hold  the  be^ui* 
ring  of  our  con- 
fi'Scncs  ft  ed ft  ft 
onto  tfu  end  ; 


N  O 

f  As  die  apoftle  bfcre  speaks,  not  of  a  fu- 
tvrfbtntiiit  or  of  a'pmubliG  for  litne  to  come, 
hd  of  whit  was  already  aHwdty  ciijoyalj  the 
nrjf,  “  if  we  hold  lift  the  beginning  of 
i'  our  confidence  ftcdfrtf  to  the  end*  ”  fecm 
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r  j  While  it  is 
iaW,  To-day  if 
ye  wit3  heir  hi* 
voice,  harden  rot 
your  hearts,  at  io 
the  provocation. 


rtf  For  fbmc, 
when  they  htd 
heard,  did  pro- 

vote  :  hovvbeit 

not  a)L  that  ca*fie 
wot  of  Egypt  5y 
Modes. 


fom  vital!  v  united  to  hint,  and  intcrcfted  m  all  that  he  id 

V 

and  has,  if  we  hold  fit  ft  (r**atx**  m  **i*xa‘*iM)  our 

fpintual  fubfi  lienee  in  him,  and  ftcdfaftly  maintain  our 
holy  confidence  in  our  profelfton  of  him,  which  com¬ 
menced  upon  our  firft  believing  y  and  perfevere  therein, 
againft  all  oppoGeion  and  danger,  to  the  end  of  our  lives. 

15  Take  heed  therefore  10  yourfelvcs,  and  do  alltha: 
in  you  lyes  to  fortify  every  one  his  brother  again  ft  temp¬ 
tations  to  apoftscy  ;  and  lay  hold  on  the  prelect  rime 
for  it,  in  that,  or  for  35  much  as,  for  pre¬ 

venting  florh,  negligence,  and  delay,  it  is  faid  by  Cod 
himfeif,  in  the  place  but  now  quoted  *  (wr.  7t  8.) 
To-day*  while  Hie  and  opportunity  are  continued,  (it 
being  abfoluicly  uncertain  whether  a' morrow  will  be 
afforded  you  or  net,)  if  ye  would  believe  and  obey  what 
he  fays  unto  you  for  your  own  good,  take  heed  of  con- 
t railing  an  infallibility  and  hardnefs  of  heart,  that  re- 
lifts  ail  kindly  imprefEons,  as  J  your  fathers  did  when 
they  provoked  rhe  anger  of  the  Lord  agatnft  chemfclves, 
by  their  unbelief  and  rebellion  in  the  wildernefs. 

j6  For  fotne  of  them,  f  (to  exprefs  rt  in  the  ten¬ 
dered  manner  poffible)  when  they  had  heard  the  voice 
of  the  Lord  in  the  promulgation  of  the  law  at  mount 
Sin&it  J  and  heard  the  inftr unions  he  gave  them  by 
the  miuiftry  of  Mojts%  with  regard  to  typical  ordinan¬ 
ces  of  worfhip,  and  the  promised  land  of  Canaan^  which 
was  a  figure  of  heaven  itfsif;  they,  inftead  of  being 
fuitably  affetlsd  and  influenced  by  ir,  were  guilty  of 
the  higheft  provocations  in  the  manner  before  mention¬ 
ed  ( ver .  9.),  however,  all  of  them  chit  were  brought 
out  of  Egyptian  bondage,  did  not  go  into  thofe  evil 
ways  th«t  were  fo  extremely  ofFenfivc  to  God:  For 
Caleb  and  JoJUun  were  men  of  a  better  fpirit,  and  en¬ 
tered  into  the  holy  land.  And  foj  blefted  be  God,  i: 


N  O  T 

*  The  apoflle  here  re-ailiimes  the  conlrde- 
ration  or  tbccafc  of  the  unbelieving  Xiracl* 
ue±,  in  force  his  ar£!im€Lii. 

f  Hotbjn£c&u  be  mote  like  ihe  fpirit  of 
the  apoirife  Paul.,  then  the  at  moll  iniioi  table 
prudence  with  which  he  prevents  c Hence  *0 
the  Jews,  and  ail  appearance  of  harlimd’s,  in 
rep  relenting  fo  awful  a  cafe  of  their  liihc*:  : 
He  (peaks  or  only  lliougfa  it  were  in  1 
manner  tk*  t irie/e  bsdy  of  the  Ifradves,  ibat 
provoked:  and  throws  in  this  further  mfti* 
Ration,  <f  howheit  not  all/1  though  there  were 
only  exceptions,  as  to  ihoie  tiut  were 
twenty  years  old  anil  upwards,  when  they 
<ttn«  oot  of  Egypt,  (See  Numb,  xiv.  xjt,  30.) 

J  Though,  perhaps^  here  may  be  a  mofl 
immediate  rcftrcr.ee  to  God’s  Ipeakisg  with 


audible  rente  by  the  mini  (Try  of  ttngtts,  in 
the  delivery  of  the  ten  command meats  rx 
Mount  Sma;;  yet  1  think  whit  i:t;  fold  tu 
lfntl  by  his  Jcrvant  relmin^  to  ihe 

intiirurions  4>f  xhe  cercmoni  l  law,  which 
thoir  £ofpcI,  and  to  the  prom  tile  of  C-naarr* 
which  was  art  eminent  lype  of  heaven  ittclf, 

is  to  be  included  j  the  apolflc  afteij  - 

wards  ipcaks  of  the  ^afpcH  bem"  picadied 
to  us  as  well  ss  to  Purm*  (chap.  iv.  a.);  and 

the  Jems  themfetvc*,  a*  their  writers  :v!S  U*, 
accounted  the  hmrl  of  Caniu-n  to  be  aliens 
of  the  hemnly  reft.  (!>ee  Ain  fwnrsh  os  Ck  u. 

f  ■)  and  our  apostle  leenis  plainly  in  ton- 
fidcr  it  under  this  nolion,  chap,  xh  ?, 

J+j  Ji,  ttfO 


Cb.  m. 


1 7  Bui  with 

rfacm  vn  hfl 
j-jCerat  forty 
psrs  ?  urai  is  not 
vilii.  thum  that 
bull}ni'cdj*hti£t 
Cirri  fe&fcfl  ia  the 


tB  And  to 

T^bom  {ware  ha 
l U t  they  faouta 
j;oi  ^nlerUto  his 
raft,  fu.t  tu  them 
tbjM  bdic^cd  not? 


ip  So  nt*  fee 

t*iat  rhey  could 
nut  enter  in  ta* 

wwt  of  unbelief. 


The  EpijlU  tothff  Hebrews  paraphrafgd*  ^87 

is  only  fimty  and  not  alt  the  Jev/sy  that  have  rejected 
the  gofpel  of  falvation  in  thefe  days,  after  they  had  heard 
it  'm  the  oilruftration*  of  Chrift,  and  of  his  fervaots- 
{Chap,  ii.  3*) 

17  Bet  who  were  they  of  that  former  generation  of 
the  ffraertfctj  with  whom  God  was  fo  highly  offended 
for  forty  years  together*  as  to  exclude  them  from  the 
land  which  be  had  promifed  to  Abraham  and  to  his 
feed?  It  certainly  was  not  with  all  of  them  promifeu- 
oufiy  without  dmmftioa.  Was  it  not  with  them  who 
had  rebelled  and  murmured  againft  him  in  the  mo  ft 
notorious  manner,  and  that  repeatedly  through  unbe¬ 
lief?  Yes,  certainly  it  was  with  them,  and  them  only, 
who,  as  a  juft  punifhmcntof  their  iniquities,  were  dc^- 
fir  eyed,  and  whofe  dead  bodies  lay  (Lain  by  the  righte¬ 
ous  judgment  of  God,  like  miferablc  and  deteflUble  ob- 
je£ts,  hi  the  howling  defect,  through  which  they  were 
pitting,  before  any  of  them  reached  the  happy  country 
ro  which  they  were  bound. 

id  And  who  were  they  among  that  people,  againft 
whom  God  was  fo  greatly  incebfed,  as  to  fwear  in  bis 
juft  and  awful  anger,  that  they  fhould  not  be  admit, 
ted  to  enjoy  the  privileges,  peace,  and  Wettings  of  that 
reft,  which  was  to  be  potteffed  iq  Camartf  according  to 
hi?  appoirjrjnent  ?  It  was  not  ag&mll  the  faithful  among 
them;  no,  but  only  againft  tlu>fc  of  them,  who,  not- 
with ftan ding  all  their  profettions  and  obligations,  and  all 
the  wonderful  appearances  of  God  among  them,  rtjeQtd 
him  by  unbelief ;  as  is  plain  from  whu  be  faid,  not  only 
concerning  them,  But  to  them*  {Numb*  xiv**St  2p.) 

15  Upon  the  whole  (hen,  we  plainly  fee,  and  fhould 
obferve  and  conGder  it  to  humble  and  caution  us,  and 
to  engage  our  conlfent  dependants  on  divine  grace  for 
keeping  us  clofc  to  Chrift,  that  they  could  not  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  fet  one  foot  on  the  holy  land,  in  order  totheir 
enjoying  its  b[ tilings,  how  deliroba  foever  they  were  of 

it btfcaufc  of  their  unbelief,  which  was  the  root  and 
fpring  of  all  their  other  provocations,  and  forfeited  all 
right  and  claim  to  the  piomife  of  entering  into  that  reft, 
and  fo  excluded  them  from  it. 


RE  COLLECTION  3, 

With  what  incomparable  dignity  dues  our  Lord  jefus  Cbrifl  tranfeend  Mvfif* 
Ui  hist  psribn  and  office  1  Mcfis  was  merely  a  man,  and  a  ftrvatit !  aitd  the  beff 
that  can  be  laid  of  him  is,  that  he  was  a  part  of  Cod1?  houfe,  and  fnhhful  in  liK 
mim (try ;  9ut  Chrift  is  more  than  a  mere  mair  or  fervanl;  he  is  the  Gud  that  for- 
medbis  church,  and  orders  all  its  affairs*  and  is  the  Lord,  proprietor,  and  ruler  <f 
ft  !  and  in  all  his  adminiAradone  is  faithful  to  his  Father  that  appointed  him  tu 
uffige*  as  a  divine  Mediator  atul  Saviour.  How  worthy  in  he  of  nuv  higheft  re¬ 
gard  -  AH,  that  profeft  to  be  partakers  of  the  heavenly  calling1,  ihould  th^k  fiv. 


Ch.it. 
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nuenUyaTKl  honourably  of  him*  u  the  great  apoftle  and  high  prieft  of  their  pro* 
ftfifon,  and  hold  fait  the  beginning  of  tbeir  confide  Bec<  and  their  rejoicing  therein, 
to  the  end ,  as  ever  they  would  provcthcmfelve&tobc  trite  members  of  his  family  in 
which  be  dwells,  and  will  be  glorified  here  jnd  for  ever  hereafter.  How  watchful 
Jlnvild  we  be  againft  the  firft  workings  of  unbelief,  ahd  rmK:h  more  agamfl  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  it  1  This  is  a  mother  tin,  that  leads tbe  way  to  all  others:  It  proceeds 
from  the  corruption  of  the  heart,  and  is  in  itfelf  exceeding  iinfu) :  it  is  no  Icfrtbaa 
*  departure  from  the  living  God  and  Saviour,  in  whom  is  all  dnr  help,  hope*  and 
haapinefs,  And,  ah,  how  dreadful  are  the  effects  of  apoftacy !  It  is  the  highefh 
provocation  to  God,  and  hirdning  of  the  heart  again  ft  him.  ft  is  a  {hamtnifly 
diftruftful  tempting  him ;  a  grief  to  hit  good  Spirit  v  and  a  contemptuous  inobftr* 
vance  of  all  bis  difpwiJaSfona  of  mercy  and  judgment;  and  brings  the  heamft 
vengeance  upon  apoftates  tbemfulves.  How  Jhaitld  the  examples  of  others  tinbe- 
lief  and  rebellion  again  ft  God,  and  of  tlieir  pumlhment,  be  a  folemn  warning  to 
us,  that  we  may  not  trade  in  their  fteps ;  but  may  be  excited  to  an  obedien¬ 
tial  faitb  without  delay,  while  tbe  door  ot  mercy  is  opened  in  the  gofpt:!!  It  ia 
our  g  reate  ft  inte  reft  and  duty  to  attend,  and  yield  ourfelve*  up,,  to  what  the  Holy 
Ghoft  fays  in  fats  word,  and  in  fee  ret  fuggeftions  to  uur  fouls ;  and  not  harden  our 
he-irts  againft  it,  left  God  fhculd,  ctc  we  are  aware,  IVrair  in  bis  wrath*  that  we 
fhull  never  enter  into  the  reft  which  he  has  provided  for  his  people^  But  how  great 
is  the  deceitful Ucfs  of  fin  to  llupify  tlKCoafdcuce !  And  what  need  have  believers 
theinfclves  to  be  daily  cautioned,  and  to  caution  one  another  apt  aft  it!  bo  out- 
ward  privileges  or  pi  ofeffinns  of  religion  will  fecure  us  from  divine  wrath,  if  our 
hearts  are  not  right  with  God  ;  Hut,  bleffat  be  his  name,  there  ane  fame  of  a 
more  excellent  fpirit,  like  G deb  and  Jcjhua*  that  fhall  enter  into  eternal  reft. 
They  are  already  partakers  of  Chrift  and  of  the  benefits  of  his  purctiafe,  and 
jhail  for  ever  enjoy  him  in  the  glorious  flare  of  bea Italy  reft.  But  a  perfe  verance 
in  faith,  and  in  a  haly  profeflion  of  it,  is  the  beft  proof  and  evidence  of  its  iioce- 
rity,  and  that  this  is  our  happy  cafe.  In  vain  do  others  pretend  to  it;  but  they 
that  abide  in  Chrift,  avail  true  believers  do,  are  kept  by  tbe  power  of  God,  through 
faith  to  compleat  fiction. 


t 


s 


CHAP-  IV* 

The  apofile  inculcates  an  bumble  cautions  fear  upon  the  Hebrews*  left 
any  of  them  Jhould  come Jhort  of  the  promt  fed  reft  through  unbelief \  I* 
Shows  tbe  much  greater  excellence  of  the  heavenly  reft *  which  is  pro w 
pofed  in  the  gofpel%  than  that  of  the  earthly  Canaan,  which  wax 
fet  before  the  Ifraelitcs  under  the  law ,  3* — 10*  And  conclude!  with  the 
moft  awakening  and  encouraging  arguments  and  motives  to  faith  and 
hope  in  our  approaches  to  GW*  u*— 1<5* 


Tin. 

T  El  a*  therefore 
f«r.  Left'  a 
proinift  being 
left  of  enter¬ 
ing  into  his  reft, 
any  of  youlhould 
teem  to  conic 

Hum  of  ]L 


PiRAPHRiSt. 

CINCE  Gotl  dealt  fo  feverely,  in  his  righteous  judg- 
^  meitt,  with  his  ancient  people  for  their  difobredieace 
and  unbelief,  as  has  been  obferved,  {chap.  iii.  7,— 19.} 

and  finee  his  difpenfations  toward  them  were  defigfled 
as  an  admonition  to  us,  we  may  iiiftly  expert  to  be 
dealt  with  in  like  manner,  if  we  be  guilty  of  .tbe  like 
fins,  cfpeciaUy  confidering  tbe  richer  advantages  we 
now  enjoy  above  what  they  had  then  :  It  therefore 

ihould  be  matter  of  deep  concern  with  us,  to  maintain 

2.1 
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%  For  unto  us 
W  the  gofpcl 
prnrhedt  as  welt 
«  u:ito  them  • 
lm:  the  word 

pr^ched  did  nnt 
pi^tij  them,  not 
bt:n«  mixed  with 
fefc  »n  (htxn  that 
heard  it. 


VOL.  V. 


an  awful  reverence  of  the  greatnefs,  holinefs,  and  juf* 
tice  of  God>  and  a  religious  dread  of  provoking  him* 
not  with  a  diftruftful,  difmaying  and  dHheartning,  but 
with  a  watchful  and  cautious  fear,  to  put  us  upon  a  di¬ 
ligent  life  of  all  means,  in  an  humble  dependence  on 
his  grace,  for  our  own  and  each  others  preservation  from 
apofUcy,  and  from  the  terrible  confequences  of  it,  thac 
as  God  under  the  gofptl-ftate  has  left  on  record,  and 
proposed  for  our  encouragement,  u  gracious  promife  o£ 
admittante  to  a  itate  of  peace  and  holy  communion 
with  him,  through  Chrift,  in  truly  evangelical  worfliip 
and  obedience  in  this  world,  and  of  a  glorious  reft  and 
peace  m  the  world  to  come  ;  and  as  this,  of  all  others, 
may  be  emphatically  ftyled  GWj  refly  not  only  as  he  is 
the  author  of  it,  but  chiefly  us  he  comphcentully  refts 
in  Chrift  the  purchafer  of  it,  and  is  weii  pleated  with 
his  people  in  him,  and  with  the  accomplifhment  of  all 
the  defigns  of  his  grace  through  him,  and  as  it  is  the 
laft  and  mod  perfeft  refl,  that  he  will  ever  give  them, 
and  he  himfelf  is  the  fum  of  its  felicity  and  glory  ;  fo 
the  utmoit  care  and  caution  ought  to  be  uted,  left  any 
of  you,  through  floth  and  unbelief,  in  fome  feafon  of 
temptation,  fhould  rejeft  and  forfake  the  promife,  and 
fo  neglect  the  great  falvation  of  the  gofpcl,  (chap.  ii* 
3*)  and  fall  thort  of  an  enjoyment  of  it  \  or  Ihould  even 
fo  much  as  appear,  to  yourfelves  or  others,  to  flag  in 
your  Chriflian  courfe,  and  to  be  fo  tUftanced  in  ir,  as 
not  to  reach  its  fpecial  blefUoga  here,  and  the  glorious 
inheritance  of  eternal  life  hereafter,  as  the  Ifratlitcs  fell 
Ihort  of  the  promifed  land,  through  their  infidelity  and 
difobedience* 

a  For  the  gofpei  of  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift  has  now 
beenprcachedtous,  who  fit  under  the  mimflration  of  irf 
as  it  formerly  was,  for  fubftance,  tho*  more  obfcurelyi  to 
our  ancestors :  But  (*  the  good  word,  which 

was  communicated  to  them  in  the  ordinance  of  heal¬ 
ing,  as  God’s  appointed  means  of  begetting  faith,  did 
not  become  effectual,  and  turn  to  any  real  advantage, 
as  to  many  of  thofe  that  heard  it  in  the  nir.iftrv  of  M&- 
fis  and  other  infpired  writers,  that  tcft;ificd  of  Chritf* 
{Jchn  v*  39,  46,)  becaufe  they  did  not  receive,  ap¬ 
propriate,  and  apply  it  by  faith  to  tbemfelm;  and  fo  it 
was  not  united,  and  as  it  were  incorporated  with  their 
hearts,  as  food  is  with  the  body,  when  it  is  cat en,  and 
turned  into  fuitable  nouriflirncnt  by  a  proper  digeflioa 
of  it :  No  more  will  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God* 
which  is  now  more  plainly  preached  to,  and  heard  by 
us  in  the  mmiftry  of  Chrift’s  fervams,  be  really  and 

t  T  eventually 
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y  For  we  whkH 
hi'ft  believed  4o 
enter  reft, 

as  he  f&iti,  As  I 
have  fwom  hi  my 
wrtth,  I  f  they  fhail 
enter  into  my  ic((: 
Altho1  the  works 
were  finHhed  from 
the  foundation  of 
the  wot  id* 


eventually  profitable  to  us  j  unlefs  we  receive  and  digeft 
it  by  faith*  a*  our  fpmtual  food,  and  it  become  an  in¬ 
grafted  wrd$  which  is  able  to  fave  cur  fouls f  (James, 
i-  21*) 

3  For  as  entering  into  any  reft  which  God  has  pro- 
pofed  to  his  people*  is  only  in  a  way  of  believing  *  , 
fo  thofe  of  us,  who,  by  a  true  and  lively  faith*  have 
received  and  trufted  in  Chrift,  and  in  the  promife  of 
eternal  life*  as  propofed  to  us  in  the  gofpcl,  do  there¬ 
by  already  enter  into  a  ftate  of  fpiriruat  reft  and  peace, 
in  communion  with  God  through  him*  according  to  the 
light  and  grace  of  the  New  Teftament-difpenfation ; 
and  we,  even  now,  enrer  by  faith  and  hope  in  gofpel- 
worfhip,  into  the  heavenly  reft  within  the  vail,  as  a 
pledge  and  aflurance  to  us  of  our  per fon ally  entering 
hereafter  into  the  full  pofTeflion  of  ir,  whither  Jefus  the 
forerunner  is  entered for  ust  (chap,  vi,  ao,):  And  that 
fuch  an  excellent  Hate  of  reft  was  defigned  of  God  for 
New  Testament- believers,  far  exceeding  that  of  the 
land  of  Canaan  i  as  alfo  that  none  but  true  believers 
fhall  enter  into  it,  is  evident,  if  we  compare  the  feve¬ 
rs!  paffages  where  the  feripture  fpeaks  of  GotPs  reft 
which  he  has  gradually  introduced  in  different  ages  of 
the  world $  as  for  inflance,  He  fair!  of  the  unbelieving 
refra£lbry  Jews  in  the  wildemefs,  ( Pf  xcv*  ir.)  I*  in 
my  juft  and  hot  difpleafure,  have  pronounced  irreverfi- 
bly,  with  ail  the  folemnity  of  an  oath,  that,  as  furely 
as  I  live,  I  myfdf  will  ceafe  to  be  God,  if  any  of  them 
fliall  have  admillion  into  my  reft-  This,  by  juft  con- 

ftruftion, 

NOTE, 


*  The  ijreit  defign  of  the  apofdc  in  thU 
and  ihc  ^Hotting  varies,  do*vn  r a  ihc  ieih, 
i»  to  prove  tint  there  is  n  promt  ic  of  reft 
peculiar  to  ibe  ^olpd  ffcrte,  and  to  obrLte 

an  objection,  itivugh  what  he  hjd  ^Hedged 

and  inUiU*d  on*  chip.  iii  from  Ff. 

sot.  ir.'  tnenfoce  his  exhoration  to  the 
Hebrews,  left  they  ihculd  tall  ffcort  of  it,  did 
jiol  uffcA  them!  bucanii:  Go-Ts  reft  fpoken 

of  rhere,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the  Old 
Testament,  related  only  fo  the  re/t  of  the 
land  of  Gtrsan  ami  (he  reft  of  the  foveuth* 
day  frbkith,  (ver,  4  )  which  were  now  no 
longer  matter  of  prvmrfry  they  havfog  been 
already  actually  c*tjvyc£  The-apoJHc  cb cr^- 
fore  thews  in  tlicfc  verfes,  that  it  may  be  col- 
Wteri,  even  from  what  is  laid  in  that  pfilm 
iHcif*  that  rltere  is  in  reality,  a  promife  of 
Another  reft  of  God,  hefide  fhofe;  and  fo 
fupports  *nd  ftrenj^henj  his  ur«timent  for 
taking  keel,  left  they  rtiouJd  Ul  fhort  of 
this  moft  excellent  reft.  It  is,  l  own,  noeaiy 


matter  to  fet  ihc  fevcral  fleps  of  his  nrafor. - 
mg  on  this  held  in  a  clear  and  obvious  light 
but  it  *\  \  be  a  great  help  to  cur  understand* 
ing  it,  jf  wt  coutitler  that  he  fpcaks  of  f£rtv 
ferts  of  God's  reft;  we,  which  eorr. men :ed 
upon  the  tiniflifog  of  the  work  of  creation, 
vet.  3,  eaotfier,  which  was  afurwunl 
proposed  (o  Ifratl  in  the  wiUfcmds 
as  to  be  enjoyed  it\  the  hnd  of  Cansjn, 
ver.  and  a  third *  which,  after  both 
thyfo  refta\  sv'is  to  he  efijryrd  in  (he 
•iiilpd-ftstc  and  heavenly  uurld,  vcr.  tf,— 
ft. ;  And  by  comparing  what  ihc  Icnpurs 
lays  of  ail  theft  refts,  it  appears  that  there  is 
ftlil  a  better  reft  that  remains  for  true  Iv- 
licvers,  than  either  of  the  two  firft  before- 
mentioned  ;  and  shut  is  an  eternal  reft 
heaven,  indulive  of  the  fpintnal  and  holy 
red  which  they  have  In  Chrilt  by  faith  he'e, 
as  the  beginning  and  earn  eft,  aod  as  iifoir; 
in  the  poUclUou,  of  glory  hcroftcr* 


Cb.  If* 


4  Fat  he  fpike 

[n  ?  certain  place 
iif  the  Avcnth  day 
ml  this  Abu 

God  did  HI  Fhe 
tmth  day  from 
3tlh»  works. 


J  And  in  this 
>h«  urain,  It 
they  Dial!  enter  in* 

to  my  reft. 


The  SpijVe  to  the  Hebrews  parafhrafe J.  igi 

■ 

ftruftton,  according  to  the  tuU  of  contraries*  plainly 
implied  a  promjfV  that  finccre  and  faithful  believers  a- 
mong  them  ftiould  enter  into  it,  (wn  6.);  and  fuppo- 
fes  that  The  reft  propofcd  to  them  was  yet  zo  beexpedleil 
although  there  was  a  former  reft  of  God,  which  was 
(hen  fub lifting,  and  commenced  immediately  upon  hia 
having,  at  the  beginning  of  the  world,  perfetl^d  the 

work  of  creation  in  fix  days  j  and  fo  there  was  a  reft  of 
God  near  three  thou  fetid  years  before  that  of  the  land 
of  Canaan . 

4  For,  with  refpe£t  to  that  former  fort  of  reft,  ho 
had  ipeke  of  the  feventh  day  of  the  week,  m  a  certain 
well-known  psff^ge  of  the  Old  Teftament,  after  this 
manner,  as  it  is  recorded,  {Gen.  li,  i,  3.)  the  whole 
of  which  (as  yc  who  are  fo  convcrfant  with  the  (crip- 
lures  may  cafily  recollcft)  ftands  thus,  On  the" feventb 
day  Gcd  ended  his  vudri,  which  he  had  made  :  And  he 
rejled  on  the  [event h  day  from  alt  his  work  which  he  had 
madty  and  God  bieffid  the  feventh  dayf  and  fanfftfied  it ; 
becaufe  that  in  it  he  had  refied  from  ail  his  workj  which 
God  created  and  madsy  that  is,  not  as  though  he  were 
weary*  and  needed  reft  for  refrefhment  after  labour,  as 
men  do  :  But  as  reft  fuppofes,  and  refers  to  fome  pre¬ 
ceding  work ;  fo  God,  having  compleaced  his  work  of 
creation,  ccafed  from  doing  any  thing  further  of  that 
kind,  and  exp  re  fled  his  great  pie  afore  anti  futis  faction 
in  what  he  had  dfcne  \  with  regard  1 6  which  it  is  {aid, 
that  on  the  fiventh  day  he  rejled  and  was  refrejhcdt  (Ex. 
xxxi.  17,)  And)  in  token  of  this,  he  appoiuted  that 
day  to  be  oblcrvc4  and  enjoyed  by  man  after  fix  days 
labour,  as  a  fabbath  of  fpi ritual  and  holy,  as  well  as  of 
bodily  reft,  when  he  blejfid  thefabbatb  dayy  and  hallow* 
cditJt(Ex*  xx.  ii.)  That  therefore  couJd  not  be  the 
reft  intended,  when  God  fwore  that  the  obftinate  and 
rebellious  Ifraelitcs  ftiould  not  enter  into  it. 

5  And  again,  in  the  fame  place,  {Pfi  xcv»  it.)  he 
fpeiks  of  another  reft  betides,  and  after  this,  faying,  Let 
me  not  lipe  if  they  enter  into  my  reft ;  which,  as  it  re¬ 
fers  ro  the  Jnus  in  the  wildcrciefs,  to  whom  it  was  firfb 
fpoken*  is  indeed  to  be  underftood  of  their  ' entering 

into  the.  land  of  Canaan  at  the  end  of  their  roilfome 

■ 

journcyings  through  rhat  vaft  d^farr,  In  refembbnee  of 
God's  having  ceafed  from  tbofe  extraordinary  and  won¬ 
derful  operations  of  proyidence,  whereby  he  fup ported 
and  defended  them,  and  drove  out  the  former  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  that  country,  and  made  way  for  his  people  to 
go  into  it  and  take  poffetlion  of  it:  But  as  it  refers  to 
the  people  in  Davids  own  day*  to  whom  thefe  word* 

T  2  '  were 
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6  Seeing  there¬ 
fore  it  remaineth 

that  fomc  mud 
enter  therein,  and 
they  to  whom  it 
firtt  preach* 
cd  entered  not  in 
hecaufe  of  uu  be¬ 
lief  i 


y  Again,  he 
Itmitcth  «  ceruin 
day,  laying  in 
David,  To-day, 
after  fo  long  a 
time ;  as  it  is 

To-day  if 
ye  will  hear  his 
Tniee,  har.lcn  not 
jour  hearts- 


ft  For  if  Jcfirs 
had  given  them 

reft,  then  would 
he  not  afterward 
have  fpoken  of 
another  day. 


Ch.  ir* 


were  fpoken  and  applied,  as  recited  in  the  Pfalms^  after 
they  had  been  in  afkual  poiTcffion  of  the  land  of  Canaan 
about  four  hundred  and  fifty  years,  {Ails  xiii+  20.); 
it  muft  have  a  farther  meaning,  than  barely  that  reft, 
which  they  then  enjoyed  there. 

6  Since  therefore,  as  is  ftrongly  implied  in  the  threat- 

ning  agiinlt  them  that  believed  nor,  there 

isftill  left  a  promife  of  reft  in  the  word  of  God,  {vtn  1.) 
which  true  believers  ihould  certainly  be  partakers  of, 
according  to  his  dtfign  and  appointment,  as,  in  fa£t, 
the  next  generation  of  Ifraelites  in  the  wildernefs  were 
of  the  pro  mi  fed  land  ;  and  fince  (w  *7*f*fif 

the  generality  of  thofe  Jrws  to  whom  the  good  tidings 
of  entering  into  that  typical  reft  was  fir  ft  publithed  in 
the  wildernefs,  fell  ihort  of  it,  by  means,  and  on  account 
of  their  provoking  unbelief,  though  others  were  after¬ 
wards  brought  to  pofiefs  it* 

7  For  this  rcafon,  #  I  fay,  God,  after  ail  this,  again 
{*«<")  prescribes  and  fixes  oy  Davids  in  the  foremen* 
cloned  P/alm ,  a  certain  day  or  fcafoit  then  to  come,  in 
which  thofe  of  that  age  were  to  feck  an  entrance  into 
his  reft,  after  they  had  been  for  fo  many  years  actually 
fettled  in  the  land  of  Canaan ,  according  to  what  is  there 
find,  even  then,  by  way  of  caution  to  them.  If  ye  would 
hearken  to  the  voice  of  God,  relating  to  the  time  of 
th  is  further  promifed  reft,  which  ye  ought  to  do  now 
immediately  without  delay,  left  ye  never  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  afterwards  for  it*  Take  heed  that  ye  da  not 
defpife,  and  fo  harden  your  hearts  againft,  his  awful 
admonitions  and  gracious  promifes,  with  regard  to  this 

reft,  as  your  fathers  did  in  the  wildernefs,  wtrh  regard 
to  their  reft  in  Canaan.  This  plainly  (hows,  that  what 
is  their  laid  related,  not  to  the  reft  which  was  already 
enjoyed,  but  to  one  which  was  to  be  enjoyed  after  they 
were  in  full  pnfiVflion  of  the  pro  mi  fed  land- 

8  For  if  Jojhuiti  whofe  name  is  called  by  the  Greek?* 
JtjuSf  which  tigmfies  a  Saviour ,  and  who  was  a  type 
of  Jefus  Chrifi.  as  the  great  Captain  of  falvation,  uiat 
conducts  believers  to  their  fpiritual  and  eternal  reft ;  If, 
I  fay*  J&Jbua%  the  foil  of  Nun ,  had  given  the  Ifraelitcs 

poffeflhm 


N  0 

*  T  lake  ilm  verfe  to  be  brought  in,  as  an 
argument  10  prove  what  bad  been  fail,  ver. 
6.  abou:  a  promife  bciog  left  of  a  red  yet  to 
come,  ver,  i-  rather  than  a*  another  argu¬ 
ment,  di ft m ft  from  that %  to  prove  the  fame 
point ;  and  Co  he  therefore  t  ver*  6*  refers  to 
the  cafe  of  God**  laying  what  is  aUcdged  in 
this  verfe,  the  firft  words  of  which  I  think 


T  E* 

may  be  better  read,  he  egaia  f^ttr*etht  than 
ts^jia  he  as  though  one  argument 

was  ran  rained  in  ver-  0*  and  another  wjs  ad* 
ded  in  this*  to  prove  the  lame  tiling;  where¬ 
as,  if  it  were  To,  they  won  hi  probably  hkve 

been  con  neftrd  bv  the  copula  again,  as 

is  ufoal  in  fttch  cafes,  tud  as  wc  hjd  it  tu 
ver*  j *  (**t 


Cb.  tv. 
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k 


9  There  rev 
miiiieih  ( here  l  ore 
tT0\  ih«  peo¬ 
ple  at  God. 


to  For  he  thit 
is  entered  into 
bit  reft,  he  alio 
bth  cafcd  from 
his  otfu  works, 
3$  God  did  from 
his. 


poiTelfioa  of  the  ulrinure  reife  intended  in  the  Pfalmt  by 
his  having  brought  them  into,  and  fettled  them,  lb  long 
before,  in  the  land  of  Canaan^  (Jofti.  xxii*  4«);  theu^ 
^7«r«via)  after  theftr  things  had  been  actually  accom* 
plifhed  fo  many  hundred  years  before,  God  would  not 
(till  havefpoke  by  David  of  another  day  cr  feifon,  in 
which  the  people  chat  then  dwelt  in  poflefliun  of  thepro- 
mifed  land,  were  to  feek  after  a  further  reft*  whieh  was 
typifyed  by  that,  and  could  be  no  other  than  what  was 
to  be  introduced  by  Jefus,  the  Mejjiah  himfdf, 

£  Upon  the  whole  then,  fmee  neieher  the  reft  of  the 
fcventh-dayfabhathy  nor  of  the  land  of  Canaan  were, 
or  could  be  intended  fay  that  Uft  mentiontd  day,  which 
was  fpoken  of  after  both  thofe  former  refts  were  actu¬ 
ally  enjoyed,  it  is  evident  that  there  ftill  remains  under 
the  gofpd-ftate,  a  more  complete  and  glorious  reft, 
which  was  typifyed  by,  and  is  vaftly  preferable  to  thofe 
reft$,  and  13  to  be  inherited  by  the  true  people  of  God, 
incluftvc  of  a  fpiritual reft  by  fa^th  in  Chrift*  and  of 
th tfahhath  or  day  of  holy  atfd  joyful  reft,  as  a  New 
Teji&ment-fabbaiht  in  commemoration  of  his  refurrre- 
tion  from  the  dead  \  bat  principally  and  ultimately  con* 
lifting  of  that  heavenly  reft,  which  tliefe  are  for  mites 
and  pledges  of,  and  which,  in  virtue  of  what  Chrift 
has  done  and  [offered,  believers  fnall  be  admitted  to, 
and  continue  wlth*him  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  for  ever* 
10  For  our  Lotu,  having  gone  through  the  great  work 
of  redemption  in  his  obedience,  fuftVririgSj  and  death  *, 
lofe  again  and  took  pofieflkm  of  heavenly  glory ;  and  fo 
refted  from  all  the  labours,  fufftrings,  and  trials  which 
before  he  underwent,  in  fircilhing  the  woik  that  his  fa¬ 
ther  gave  him  to  do,  and  in  procuring  a  blcflkd  rclt  for 


H  D  T  E. 


*  It  is  pretty  remarkable,  that,’ in  the 
Greek,  the  apoflle,  ver.  p.  changes  the 
term,  and  ufes  another  word  (ra.ZGa.hvp.3s) 
which  Ggnificc  a  jabfratijm,  to  expneft  the 
refl  tbu  remain*  for  the  people  of  God,  «Itf* 
Utcut  from  ttar,  (x«4creu<rf<)  which  he 
lud  all  along  ufed  before,  and  return*  <n 
ver*  to,  to.  exprefs  the  reft  of  God 
tn d  li  is  people.  The  reaibn  of  this  alter** 
ra&,  fays  the  learned  Dr  Owe*,  and  federal 
frtiier  noted  divines,  is  to  indude  the  day  of 
Jdbstkal  njt  which  Gud  ho*  appointed  un¬ 
de  the  f,  ctHTdporrdcDC  (a  what 

had  brtQ  laid,  v«.  4,  ibuut  the  fcvzntb'day 
math;  infcmudi  that  a*  that  day  of  £b- 
tetical  ni\  was  appointed  immediately  upon, 
and  in  commemoration  of  God's  reftinp  from 
ihe  work  of  creation  5  fo  the  New  Tefla- 
ment  day  of  fiibbaiieai  reft,  or  the  fiift  day 
or  Uie  week,  was  appointed  immediately  up4 


on,  and  in  com  me  mo  ra  linn  of,  Chaffs  vft* 
iuj;  fivm  the  work  of  red^mr.tiun,  when  tie 
role  frwn  the  dead,  and  enured  into  his  nji% 
as  '*  ceiled  tY^rn  his  ov/n  former 

**  vwk,  as  God  dU  front  Ids,11  "The  vender, 
may  tee  ihcle  it;ir: p*c  atfonv  argued  lor  it 
Jav£o  in  Dr  on  thde  veuis,  and  in  his 

CXCi  citations  cm  flir  [iibbaUi ;  aud  ar^usd  ** 
agin  ft  Ly'Mr  Pierce  on  this  j/ucc,  How¬ 
ever,  *s  eft tr  tall,  ihcie  feeni  ia  L-e  foiiitdrr- 
ahio  dhliciiltie?  cads  of  ihcfc  in¬ 

terpretations,  and  l  c<  11:10;  be  pc lithe  whe¬ 
ther  a  C&riftt&n Jsbhaih  be  intended;  or  whe¬ 
ther  he  **  th*t  ha*  entered  into  his  rdl,1*  re* 
fcis  to  Chrijt%  or  to  bflitncrs+  I  have  thought 
proper  to  ukx  m  ill  thefe  ft  nfes,  uliidi  muy- 
he  il'iiic  wit.  out  oni^fi  ex*  luJji;g  lb  other; 
and  fa  leave  evrry  reader  to  Jmie  tfou  wjikfi 
he  judges  to  be  bdt. 


*94 
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it  T>«t  os  la¬ 
bour  therefore  to 
enter  iulo  that 
rcil,  Lett  ^ny  man 
fa  )|  a  f rvr  the 
fame  example  of 

unhJjeJr. 


his  people,  3  pledge  of  which  is  given  in  the  ^few  Tef* 
tament-fabbath  :  Ami  every  true  believer  that  has  en¬ 
tered  by  faith  into  the  fpiritual  reft  of  the  gofpeMlate, 
and  of  a  holy  fabbatifm  here  upon  earth,  has  done  with 
a!l  the  works  of  iniquity  ;  fo  as  tu  be  no  longer  a  lover, 
pra£lifer,  or  willing  fervant  of  (in,  as  formerly  he  was; 
and  he  has  ccaled  from  trufting  or  refling,  as  he  ufed 
-to  do,  in  any  cf  his  own  works  of  righteuufnefs,  though 
not  tea  fed  from  the  practice  of  them  ;  who  having  fi- 
niftied  his  courfe  of  obedience,  trial,  and  conflict,  in  this 
life,  and  entered  into  a  complete  and  glorious  reft  in 
the  celdtiai  flare,  he  has  not  only  ceafed,  and  that  en¬ 
tirely,  from  all  the  fins,  but  likewife  from  all  the  toils, 
perfections,  and  forrows  of  every  kind,  that  attended 
him  in  this  evil  world,  (A? v+  xiv.  1 3.) :  And  beth 
Chrift  himfelf,  and  every  true  believer  in  him,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  refpedlive  conditions,  have  in  this  manner 
relied  from  their  labours,  in  refctnblan'cc  of  what  God 
did  at  the  beginning  of  the  world,  who,  when  be  had 
fi milled  the  work  of  creation,  ceafetl  from  working  af* 
ter  that  fort  any  more* 

1 1  As  therefore  the  faceted  red  comes  after  labour, 
and  is  greatly  recommended  and  enhanced  by  it;  and 
as  ye  have  heard  what  an  excellent  roll,  fuperior  to  all 
others,  is  propofed  to  believers  in  the  promifes  of  the 
gofpel ;  let  it  f,  anfaerahlc  to  the  exhortations  given, 
( ver *  1.)  be  our  diligent  care  and  ftudy,  and  our  ear¬ 
ned  endeavour  in  the  ufe  of  all  appointed  means,  and 
in  humble  dependence  oh  divine  grace,  to  overcome  all 
difficulties,  and  break  through  all  oppositions  and  dif- 
ccuragcmems,  from  within  and  from  withotir,  that  we 


may  have,  accefs  into  at!  the  privileges  and  bldEnge  of 
the  gofpeMlate  here,  which  will  be  an  u  nip  eatable  re- 
frcfluiient  to  our  own  fouls,  and  give  them  the  mofl 
compofed  delightful  reft  in  Chrift,  fuitable  to  our 
circ im! fiances  here  ;  and  that  we  may  have  a  fafe  and 
triumphant  arrival  to  the  heavenly  glory  hereafter,  where 
we  fhjh  reft  from  all  our  labours,  fins,  and  forrows,  and 
enter  into  peace,  anti  into  the  joy  of  our  Lord,  and  be 
pofltfled  of  all  poftib!e  kldTcdnefs  with  him  for  ever; 
let  us,  I  fny,  b«  deeply  concerned  at  heait  about  this 
reft,  each  one  for  himfelf,  and  ftir  up  one  another  to 
look  out  after  it ;  left  23  the  carnal  IjraelitcSt  not  with' 

-  {landing 

NOTE* 


■f  The  apafllc  here  rciur-s  to  Ms  exhor-  proof  he  had  given  in  the  intermediate  ver* 

tMiuii.  vi-r.  a-  t*>  luhv  iuivd,  L-ft  any  of  ios  of  the  ttrtein  end  fuperior  wtfttauv  ot 
them  ftiouM  fall  filo ft  of  the  promiftd  reft  that  uft,  which  belongs  to  che  jprfprJ,  above 
ihjmigh  unbelief;  and  does  this  t\o^  wfrh  wlwt  tnjoyed  in  the  kod  of  Carina* 
greater  uilvuiita^Cj  lh  coufidtritfcm  of  the 


Ch«  17. 


The  Bpijile  to  the  Hebrews  paraphraftd, 


t;  For  ttlfl  word 

of  fJod  h  quick, 
andpo  werfui5and 
llurjitr  than  an/ 
twa-cdgcj  Uord, 
js--r retO  jt  even  to 
the  dividing  n- 
fi  vadet  of  foul 
andiphit,,  ind  of 

the  pints  and 

niirmiv*,  and  hi  a 
rfiveniLT  of  (he 
dm^hts  and  in- 
trrts  of  the  heart  * 


Handing  their  vJfible  relation  to  God,  and  their  having 
a  promifc  of  Canaan  fet  before  them,  were  fo  tiUhe  ali¬ 
ened  by  real  or  imagined  terrors,  wants,  and  dangers, 
through  the  powerful  workings  of  unbelief,  as  not  to 
arrive  at  that  promifed  r^ft  5  fo  any  amongft  tie  that 
hear  the  gofpd,  and  are  profeflbrs  of  faith  in  Chrtft, 
ftiould,  through  flothfulnefs,  fear,  and  unbelief,  never 
attain  to  that  fpmtual  rcfl  which  is  begun  in  grace  here 
to  be  perfefted  :n  glory  hereafter ;  but  fliould  fail  of  en¬ 
tering  into  it,  in  like  manner,  and  for  the  fame  c a ufe, 
as  they  fell  fhort  of  the  earth!/  Canaan*  Let  their  fin 
and  punifliment  be  an  01  fUnction  and  a  cautionary  ex* 
ample  to  us;  led  we,  being  left  to  ourfielvcs,  plunge 
intoirtA,  as  they  did, 

12  There  is  the  greeted  reafon  to  maintain  a  -godly 
jealoufy  over  ourielves  and  over  one  another,  left  this 
fliould  be  the  awful  csfe  of  any  of  us,  that  make  a 
profcfiion  of  Chrift’s  name;  and  there  is  good  encou¬ 
ragement  for  an  cxercifc  of  the  utmoft  care  and  cau¬ 
tion  herein  :  For  our  Lord  JefusChrift,  who  (as  ye  well 
know)  bears  the  chara£ker  of  the  Word  of  God \  is  the  fi¬ 
ring'  Qnet(*fa)  and  the  Prince  of  lifef  (Rev*  i,  18.  and 
Acis  iii*  15*}  who  has  life  in  himfdf,  and  is  the  au¬ 
thor  of  tt  toothers,  {John  v.  2j,-p zg*)  *,  and  the  writ¬ 
ten  word,  even  the  holy  feripture't  which  is  the  word  of 
revelation,  has  a  quickening  virtue  in  it,  as  animated 

by 

noth* 


■  Hy  tht  Gvd  ft* me  her*  imderflauH 

Or/f  the  word  of  G,xih  who 

uiujLIt  ttilcrl  the  Urvrd\  and  the  ffVd  J  G*i 
in  the  ^ riling  nf  the  Jetts,  to  ivhoTi  this 
cohlic  ww  ler.t,  and  is  often  fit  called  lij  the 
Jurat  Tcrt^mcnt,  a,  particularly  in  John  i. 
i»  u*  ind  Rev*  dx.  13.  and  he  may  pro- 
aJjy  be  meant  bvsbc  •wvrd  vf  Gofs  *» 
Arts  kx.  31*  (See  the  note  then:*)  But 
others  undc-flan d  tbt  t r&rd  0/  Gad  hereto 
ftjfnify  iht  Ihlf  Scripturft  which  is  finpcnr- 
)<f  ncntioin.fi  tinder  that  title*  a,  in  l^uJtc  w 
t.  and  xi,  arid  Afls  viii*  14*  and  xi*  1- 
and  tiiL  1,44,40*  AU$<  ptyptrtiet  Eicn* 
Led  10  the  tptr  rf  if  CW>  ht  ihi*  and  ihc  next 
vtrfc*  evidently  belong  ta  uor  Lord  .  7sTm 
ChTift'i  and  fime  of  them  ftem  to  he  fit  per* 
fitti,  as  mofl-  fit!/  to  tie  applied  to  him* 
Vho,  l  think,  h  fairly  to  be  underlined  as 
deft -ter*  ,3.  where  it  fc  fi id,  w.  con¬ 
nection  wbh  this  vtife,  (t  ncitlici  is  there 
“  any  creative,  that  is  not  manifeft  in  hit 
"  tight ;  but  all  things  are  naked  a.id  open 
“  to  the  eye*  of  him  with  whom  ue  bate  to 

**  do And  y:t  tbr  projjenies^of  the  word 

of  GoJ,  in  the  verfe  before  uj,  may,  in 
tune  iVifr,  be  apnlicd  to  the  vww«  wrl% 
iiivieuicd  frith  h h  energy  in  thti  reading 


and  hearing  of  it  j  and  the  con- 
luih  the  prce«ding  co.irrxt  kems 
to  >:ive  countenance  in  this  apiihettbMi  of 
ih,;*:  lb  p's :  F^r  Chrilt  may  be  heit  cun- 

liJvr-cd  as  rl:e  author  of,  ar.d  ss  working  by 
the  uord,  to  cr»foro*  4 Ilc  exhoriaUnti  to  take 
h^scl  of  re]c^£;Jv^  ii  by  unhJjcf*  However 

it  is  uidicult  lo  determine  wiili  certainty 
v  b;ch  of  iheic  is  m  oO  prtotcly  hi-ci*;Ud; 
ibe  aigviincnts  one  and  the  other  may  he 
feert  Li  v arsons  U-rocd  inJ  critical  com rvien- 
tafors,  i'y.cb  ss  D7  -  ivtio  takes  if  to  be 
r^Jisit  of  Cir:J ;  u,,jJ  Ur  and  Mr 

who  uoOcfihtod  it  o;  the  nvritfcu 
vjird.  lio^  a*  a:i  ij  Uereaflrihcd  lo  t'w 


word  of  G;  d(  rci'tics  to  what  Chiiii  ones  by 
nu-aus  f :f  tl':z  wtuich  word,  and  M  v.bat  the 

written  w.ifd  raoimt  dot  biu  As  rm.L* 
cbi:Lh  for  it  by  him,  it  airiointti  to  oiueh  one 
the  fjm*  lump  10  the  a^u- 

incut,  whether  ue  here  cu<tGdcr  Chrift,  or 

ihi  Scrifdnrc^to  be  ftgnified  by  the  word  of 
God;  a*'d  therefore  br^h  fer»lr*  are 
into  the  |nri^brjfc,  which  may  be  do“$ 
*i:b  tl?o  uinioit  cnuftflcrti /,  Abdc 
lid*r  one  as  tht  fjpaeai  twfe.  an  \  tbr  other 
tha  inflrutti'itt  it:  vihkh  ate 

utcujcd  tv  it. 


lgrf 


T 2*  fc  fie  Hebrews  paraphrafed*  Ch-  iv- 


by  his  Spirit  /friz*  vi.  63.)  to  raife  dead  fools  to  fpiri- 
tual  life,  and  to  mate  living  fouls  lively  :  And  Chr^i, 
the  eternal  Word,  exerts  a  divine  energy  by  means  of 
the  written  word,  as  he  makes  it  mightily  impreflive  on 
the  mind  and  confeience,  to  convince  of  lin,  and  fob- 
due  its  p:^wer,  and  captivate  every  high  thought  to  the 
obedience  of  Chrift,  [i  Cor ,  x*  4.);  as  alfoto  flrike  ter¬ 
ror  into  hypocritical  fouls,  and  to  comfort  the  hearts  o£ 
fincerc  believers:  And  his  agency  by  his  word,  which 
is  the  fviord  of  the  Spirit ,  and  like  a  fharp  twoe-dged 
/word  that  proceeds  out  of  his  mouthy  [Ephefr  vi.  17*  and 
Rev-  i,  16.)  is  more  cutting  and  penetrating  inroxhe 
inmoft  recedes  of  the  heart,  than  the  fharpeft  fword 
can  be,  when  thruft  into  the  body ;  its  mighty  ftrength, 
in  the  hand  of  Chrift,  makes  its  way  to  the  inmoft 
parrs  of  a  man,  reaching  unto  the  animal  or 

fenlitive,  and  the  intelle&ual  foul,  (fee  the  note  on 
I  Thejf*  v,  23*) ;  and  even  dividing  between  them,  fo  as 
either  to  reduce  them  to  a  holy  order  jn  fanttifying  botbw 
and  keeping  them  in  their  diftinft  arid  proper  places, 
with  a  due  fubordination  of  the  affeftions  and  paffions 
to  the  underftariding  in  true  believers  ;  or  to  procure 
death  and  ruin  in  executing  judgments  upon  falfe  pro- 
feflbrs,  by  the  power  of  Chrift  according  to  bis  word  : 
And  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  by  his  word,  and  his  Spi¬ 
rit  accompanying  it,  inftamly  pierces,  in  away  of  mer* 
cy,  or  of  judgment,  the  molt  hidden  parts,  as  the 
joints  and  marrow  of  the  human  body,  that  lye  out  of 
view,  are  reached  by  a  ibarp  fword,  that  ftrikes  home, 
and  gives  the  decpell  wound :  The  eternal  Word  aJfo, 
by  h  is  omniprefencc,  fearcbcs,  knows,  and  judges  of  ths 
regular,  or  iinful  thoughts  and  principles,  motives,  pur- 
pofes  and  ends,  that  work  in  every  one’s  heart,  (A^v* 
ii.  23.)  as  well  as  the  outward  afl$  of  his  life;  and  his 
written  word  in  the  miniftrarions  of  it,  as  rendered 
powerful  by  him,  difeovers  a  man’s  whole  foul  to  him* 
felf ;  and  tells  him  all  that  is  in  his  heart,  either  to 
humble  or  comfort  him,  or  to  condemn  or  acquit  him, 
according  to  the  real  (late  and  condition  in  which  he 
frauds  before  God,  as  a  hypocrite,  or  true  believer, 
i*  Neither  is  13  Nor  is  it  poffiblc  for  any  of  ua  to  efcape  Ch  rift's 

i/^ot  critical  notice,  or  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  his 

matiiicd  in  hi*  powcrfnl  operations,  one  way  or  another,  upon  our 

fJ*ht :  minds  and  conferences  by  hi$  word  *  ;  there  being  no 

creature. 


N  O 

*  In  faht3  imdoobfcdiy  rclatef,  net  to 
the 'Written word,  hut  tirhtr  to  Ccti  or 
Cbrijt ,  for  ii  4  pcrfenal  character. 


T  E. 

as  appear!  from  the  exprdTion  itfcjf,  and 
from  whit  follows  in  immediate  connection 
with  ii  j  and  it  items  to  me,  that  w*  are  :r> 

Lutkrftiiad 


Ch.  It. 
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light 


but  si) 
things  srt,  caked 
ami  opened  onto 
tfie  eyes  of  him 
with  whom  we 

* 

Live  to  do* 


1 4  String  then 
th*T  we  have  it 


mm  ;  but,  whatever  we  may  think  or  it*  or  wtut- 


c  re  a:  ure,  of  what  rank  or  kind  fi^jver,  that  Ives  corrod¬ 
ed  from  his  all-comprchcnfive  view  \  who  knt  k  sail  things, 
(John  sxu  17,)  and  who  fearches  the  reins  uni  the  hsartf 
arid'  mill  give  unto  every  one  according  to  hit  works, 
(Rev-  it,  23*}  None  o£  ihrm  arc  in  the  h.-df  concealed 
from  l 

ever  ^trcfripts  we  may  make  to  hide  ouriclves  from  him, 

all  periods  and  thiugs,  even  the  rooft  fecret  thoughts 
and  dcfii  cs,  hopes  and  fears,  tempers  and  difpofiuons 
of  all  our  hearts,  lye  open  to  his  accurate  infpe&ioD, 
like  things  that  are  quite  naked  and  tspofed  to  his  eyes, 
which,  for  their  piercing  light  and  luflre,  are  as  a  flame 
of  fire,  {Rev*  i.  J4-)t  And  as  the  beato  for  facrifice 
were  flayed,  and  cut,  and  laid  open,  that  the  pried 
might  narrowly  examine,  and  fee  whether  there  yrere 
any  faults  or  imperfections  in  the  carcafe  or  its  in  trails, 
that  would  render  it  unfit  to  be  offered  ;  fo  all  things 
in,  and  about  us,  are  mcfl  evidently  expofed,  and  clear¬ 
ly  mamfeftedj  to  his  critical  all-feeing  eye,  with  whom 
we  have  the  nearefi  and  mod  important  concerns,  and 
have  more  to  do  than  with  all  this  world  5  to  whom 
alfo  we  muft  one  day  give  au  cxa£k  account  of  all  things 
done  in  the  body,  whether  they  be  good  or  bad,  {2  Cor* 
v-  to.)  and  who  is  the  principal  fubjectof  our  difeourfe 
in  this  epilkle,  Thefe  are  awful  and  affeCking  thoughts, 
to  engage  our  utmort  circumfpetUon  and  care,  left  any 
of  us  fall  Ihort  of  the  heavenly  reft  thro*  unbelief* 

14  But,  to  return  to  what  has  been  faid  about  the 
pricjl-htod  of  Chrirt,  whom  wc  have  called  the  High 

Priejt 

NOTE. 


undeHland  it  as  meant  more  direftty  of 
Child,  than  or  God  the  Father,  though 
not  exrfnfivc  of  liim  :  Fur  it  wa*  not  Ot.ti 
hmfclfi  hat  the  vmrA  vj  G.? J,  that  nas  the 
1'ubjcA  ail  along  Spoken  of  m  the  preceding 
irerie,  **  working  iaiuch  a  lively,  powerful* 
and  piercing  manner*  juJ  Iktc,  in  confir- 
jiutkui  of  it*  and  In  dofe  and  natural  truj- 
ndftion  whh  it,  he,  who  «  i  here  called  fit 
G*f,  is  reprelcuted  is  Oniri/rfst  and 
JuJfe  of  therefore  tridfrubictUy  ca¬ 

pable  of  exerting  all  thole  operas  urns,  either 
in  a  way  of  judgment  nr  of  merry  *  and  '-he 
Lft  claulc  of  tins  verfe  feems  10  dirett  cur 
thonghts  to  him,  as  it  ii  hewhh  whom  we 
hate  mod  immediately  to  do,  for  bein^  ndt 
or  *rrqiut|ed  in  judgment  i  finer  the  l  ather 
juri^t'di  no  man  tmmtditiifh  and  p*rf,nuttv9 
Luc  hath  committed  all  judgment  to  the -Sou  ; 
Or,  as  the  word  (*07 of)  hcrerenrfrrrd  have 
Vs  jignilus  ulfu  an  matruL  at  it  is  iranfd- 
ted  in  many  placet,  particular!  v  Mat.  xiL 
jnd  XTiji.  13.  Luke  ivi.  a*  Rjom.itx  u, 
PhiL  iv.  1 7.  ileb,  xiii.  1 7.  u:d  1  i*ct.  l\\  7* 


wid  at  other  times  it  fignifies  fyttch  or 
texr/e,  and  is  \b  rendered  John  viii.  45. 
xx*  7,  xnd  t  Cot*  i:»  i,  4.  and  in  at  mo  ft 
nucnherlcfs  other  places’  fo  the  paflagn  be¬ 
fore  us  ev  vfrtro  xayoc)  might  be  trau* 
Hated,  **  to  whom  ve  mufl  give  an  ao 
*(  count,1*  ax  the  ftreat  Judge  of  allj  or, 
*c  concern i ng  whom  uc  fpexk pro 
npii)  compare  the  Greek  in  chap,  i,  y* 
and  v.  it.  all  which  entirely  agrees  to  our 
Lord  Chrift,  and  points  us  10  him. 

f  SevtNfti  cr’ries  have  obferved,  that  tho 
words  [yviitat  v.xi  hen  ren¬ 

dered  neketl  ant!  opting  allude  to  the  £ici  |- 
tiers  under  the  law1,  whnfe  caicaics  wen 
flay'd,  and  hung  up  naked »  to  be  ^ern  with* 
out  their  Ikio,  and  weic  afterwards  laid  oft 
thdr  lucks,  rut  open,  and  dca.v:d  altmdcr 
through  fhc  neck  and  back-bont;  and  lb 
every  thing,  ui:hin  r.nd  without T  was  ex- 
pojed  to  oper*  view,  to  be  examined  with 
the  cxaAncft,  for  dilboverOK  whe¬ 

ther  there  wm  any  blcratlh  or  defeftio  it, 
or  not. 


2gS  The  EplJiU  to  the  Hebrews  paraphra/ed*  Ch.  it. 

fbluM&iidhh  Prie-ft  °f6ur  Profe$oni  (chap.  iii.  i.  fee  the  note  there,) 
to  the  heavens,  We  have  fuch  a  fuperlative  High  Frieft  as,  having  made 
jefu*  (he  So>  i >/  atonement  for  (in  by  his  own  blood,  is  gone  into  a  more 

glorious  and  eminent  place  of  God’s  fpe«fcj  relidence, 

WK  tof  pr&i*Jliutii  i  i  «  |  w  a  r  i  j  ■*  i  i  i 

than  any  high  pneft  of  old  was  admitted  to  in  ihe  exe¬ 
cution  of  his  office  :  He  is  afeended  and  gone  through 
the  atrial  *,  far  above  all  vifible  heavens,  [Ephc/,  iv* 
ig*)  even  to  the  heaven  of  UeJyens,  now  to  appear  in 
the  prefencc  of  God  for  us,  {chap*  ix,  24*}  \  ami  fo  he 
is  ihe  great  aimtype  of  the  ptiefts  under  the  law,  who 
paJTcd  through  the  freond  vail  of  the  tabernacle  and 
temple,  with  the  blood  of  facrifices,  into  the  hoiy  of 
holies*  The  great  and  glorious  High  Prieft  1  mean,  is 
no  ]e&  a  perfon  than  that  Jefus,  who  in  his  divine 
nature  is  by  way  of  peculiarity  and  eminence  the  Son 
of  God  ;  We  having  then  fuch  a  machleb  High  Pried, 
io  incomprehenfibiy  great,  divine,  and  excellent,  fo 
throughly  qualified  for,  and  exalted  in  his  office,  the 
mo  ft  difficult  and  fundamental  part  of  which  he  has  al¬ 
ready  performed  on  earth,  and  the  remainder  of  which 
he  is  now  executing  in  heaven  ,  Let  us  be  hereby  encou* 
raged,  in  the  excrcife  of  faith,  love,  and  holy  obex  li¬ 
enee,  to  maintain  a  free  and  open  cohfeffion  of  him, 
and  profiled  fubjection  to  him,  as  our  only  Lord  and 
Saviour,  with  ftedfaflnefs,  diligence,  and  peifeverance 
therein  unto  the  end.  And  we  may  depend  on  feafon* 
able  aids  and  affi  dances  from  him  to  enable  us  he  re¬ 


ts  Yorweh&vfe 
not  an  hifih  prieft 
which  cimi-tc  be 
touched  with  the 
feeling  of  mtr 
Araittirs;  but 
in  ail  point  i 

templed  like  it 
we  tfft,  pt  with- 

oat  fip* 


unto* 

15  For  this  great  High  Pried  is  as  witling  as  he  is 

able  to  comprtihotiare  and  relieve  us  under  all  our  trials 
and  difficulties*  Though  he  15  gone  to  heaven,  he  is 
nor  unmindful  of  us  who  are  bis  members  upon  earth, 
nor  has  he  laid  down  h:s  office ;  but  we  have  him  dill 
officiating  for  us;  Nor  have  we  a  high  prisfl  thn  is 
ink n fable  of  our  wants  and  wealcnelles,  miferie?  and 
dangers,  as  if  he  could  not  be  tenderly,  though  not 
grievoufly,  imprefled  with  ihem  5  or  could  net  be  exei* 
ted  hy  truly  human  affections,  as  far  as  is  confillent 
with,  and  iintable  to  his  prelent  Hate  of  exaltation,  to 
pity  and  fuccour  us  in  the  moll  effectual  manner  under 
them,  and  in  due  time  to  deliver  us  from  them  :  But 


N  O  T  E< 


*  V&jfc d  into  /Ae  hr.ivnrf  (Ju*.tr?.v&Q]a  twj 
vfdiptff)  properly  fignific*  pxjftjt  !** 

befvewS}  and  mamfcdly  alludes  to  the  htgh 
pried'*  catering  through  the  iccoiul  vail  into 
ih«  hoiv  of  Jwtse**  with  the  blond  of  ibe 
Sacrifices,  on  the  great  dayc  of  atonement 
met  a-ytir,  an  account  of  which  we  have  at 
Urge,  Lev*  xvi*  and  which  wa;  lypical  of 


Mur  gieut  Higb-PridVs  more  glorious  ers- 
tranc^  Oficc  tor  all,  chrough  the  vifiUc  hti- 
vcn%  with  ihe  virtue  of  hU  own  blaod,  into 
tiic  mnd  iioiv  pUcc,  even  into  ihe  immedi¬ 
ate  prdcoccof  God  in  the  heaven  hra- 
vetis,  as  is  evidently  rejji'cicmed  iti  tois 
cphlk,  and  particnuri)'  chip,  bt. 


CUt. 


Tht  Epiflle  to  tie  Hebrews  pa  raphe afed. 


i  C  Let  us  there¬ 
fore  cojne  boldly 
uuio  tW  throne 
of  grace,  that «« 
aiy  obtain  mer¬ 
cy*  and  find  grace 
to  help  in  tim 
of  oeed. 


a$>  while  he  was  hcrejn  the  flefh,  hfc  himfetf  Aiffeied  . 
by  hunger  and  thirft,  wearinefs  and  pa:nt  and  other 
natural  infirmities  of  mankind*  and  by  all  manner  of 
temptations  and  perfections,  and  inward  and  outward 
afflictions  and  trials,  juft  of  the  fame  kind*  and  in  the 
fame  manner*  as  we  ourfdve*  now  are 'liable  to  them  ; 
fo  he  experimentally  knows  what  we  undergo  m  our 
griefs  and  forrows  ;  and*  remembering  his  own  fuffer- 
mgs,  fympafhizes  with  us  under  ours*  as  we  arc  mem- 
bers  cf  his  hody^  of  his  Jfe/b^  and  of  his  bontst  (Eph,  v. 
30.)  And  yet  {which  is  more  than  can  be  faid  of  any 
of  us,  or  any  former  high-prieft,)  he  bore  and  went 
through  his  own  troubles  without  ever  having  mifbeha- 
ved,  or  committed  the  lead  fin,  though  he  was  tempt¬ 
ed  to  it ;  and  fo  he  is  not  only  the  fitter  to  be -a  com* 
plete  example  to  us  in  ail  that  we  endure,  and  to  for* 
ttfy  us  agatnft  all  finful  thoughts,  words  or  ways  under* 
and  by  means  of  our  temptations  $  bat  Is  alfo  the  fitter 
to  take  away  the  iniquity  that  we  may  fall  into  by  them, 
fince  be,  having  gone  through  them  in  fuch  a  perfect y 
holy  manner,  needed  nott  as  the  high  friefts  under  the 
£iu%  to  offer  up  f aerifies*  firfi  for  bis  own  fins ,  and  then 
for  tbc  peopldt  /  but  all  the  virtue  of  hfo  facrifice  was 
entirely  and  alone  for  our  (ins,  which  he  expiated,  once 
for  all,  when  he  offered  up  himfelf*  {Chape  vih  27*) 

16  Let  us  therefore*  in  confideracion  of  bis  moft  ex¬ 
cellent  priefthood,  which,  in  confequcnce  of  what  he 
had  done  tn  a  way  of  atonement  on  earth*  he  is  carry* 
ing  on  in  his  intercelfion  for  us  in  heaven,  be  encoura¬ 
ged  to  diaw  near  to  God*  by  faith  in 

prayer,  and  an  every  otber  ordinance  of  gofpcl*Trorftiip* 

as  he  is  feated  not  on  a  throne  of  juft  ice  to  execute  de¬ 
fer  vrd  vengeance  upon  uv  j  but  on  a  throne  of  free  aod 
condcfcending  grace,  to  commune  with  us,  and  to  bleb 
us  $  which  was  typified  by  the  mercy-feat  under  the  law* 
where  God  dwelt  between  the  cherubim  in  vifiblc  ap¬ 
pearances  of  glory,  {Pf  lxxx.  1,)  and  gave  forth  his 
orders  to  the  children  of  lfrael%  {Ex*  xxv.  22*)  While 

therefore 


N  O  T  E 


*  T&t  tkrwt  of  gract  (igitlfict,  in  it  the 
throne  of  Chnft,  ai  fom*  wonld  fiipiwje; 
but  theihrone  of  God  the  Ifeibfrz  ForCiinli 
ii  here  all  fpok^n  of  at* our  great 
High  Pikltj  who  a p pair*  before  God  rhe 
Father  00  our  to  aft  tor  us  toward 

him,  and  to  encourage  our  coming  to  the 
throne  of  grace*  Accordio^T  it  is  foitl, 
iial  Cbrifi  **  is  entered  into  heard:  itiHf, 


*f  now  to  appear  in  the  pretence  of  God  foe 
4i  us,*  (chap*  in,  i4*)i  he  U  confides 
ed  \t\  uur  context,  not  as  the  the 

throne*  but  ai  lie  of  our  coining  to 

the  throne,  u  *'  tlomigh  him  we  hate  ac* 
4i  erte  by  one  tfpui:  to  the  Pallid,”  Ephefc 
1L  jh.  {Set  l)r  /hi cn  acd  Mr  on  the 
pWc») 
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therefore  wc  think  cHiim,  as  a  fovercign  on  a  throne  f, 
that  we  may  approach  him  with  awful  reverence  and 
gudly  fear,  in  cuniideration  of  the  infinite  diftance 
ihcrc  is  between  him  and  us,  Let  us,  at  the  fame  time, 
realize  him  as  on  a  throne  of  grace ,  to  embolden  a 
cheerful  freedom  of  acecis  to  him  by  faith,  with  holy 
liberty,  and  humble  confidence  in  him,  as  our  recon¬ 
ciled  God  and  Father,  that  wc  receive  all 

the  mercy,  for  which  that  throne  is  prepared,  and  from 
which  it  is  difpenfed  in  the  forgivenefs  of  fins,  and  in 
compafiionate  relief  under  all  our  (traits  and  miferits  \ 
and  may  find  favour  in  God’s  fight  through  his  Son, 
together  with  all  the  gracious  afiiftantes  and  fupplies, 
in  anfwer  to  our  feeking  them,  that  we  need  to  fuccour, 
fuppon  and  comfort  us,  and  to  perform  all  things  for 
us,  in  the  moil  feafonabie  manner,  and  at  the  mo  ft  fea- 
fonable  times,  in  all  our  wants,  diftrefles,  and  difficul¬ 
ties  of  every  kind,  and  particularly  in  every  extraordi¬ 
nary  trouble,  temptation,  and  danger,  that  now  attend, 
or  ever  may  befal  us  all  our  lives  long,  till  we  get  to 
heaven* 

RE  COLLECTION  St 

How  ancient  is  the  gofpd  of  (hivation*  by  Jefus  ChriltJ  It  has  h^en  all  along 
the  fame,  for  fuhJUnce,  under  various  tlilpcnUtions  and  diflerent  de-grws  of 
light,  from  the  fall  of  Adam  to  New  Teftament-times  *  The  promtfc  of  evange¬ 
lical  and  eternal  reft,  is  now  let  before  va  with  the  dear?  ft  evidence  in  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  the  gofpd  ;  hut  our  hearing  it  will  be  of  no  faving  advantage  to  us*  unlefs 
it  be  mixed  with  faith  How  fliould  we  therefore  dread  the  thought  of  taking  up 
with  anything  ftiort  of  an  effectual  faith*  to  receive  and-di^Hi  what  we  hear*  left 
God  ttiould  fwear  in  his  wrath  again!!  as*  as  he  did  againftthe  unbelieving  Ifraei- 
ites*  that  we  lhall  never  enter  inm  his  reft  !  ffot  true  believers  do,  and  tfiafl  en¬ 
ter  into  a  better  reft,  than  that  of  the  land  of  Canaan  ;  n  fpiritual  reft*  in  this 
world,  and  an  everJafling  refl  in  heaven,  which  is  a  delightful  and  I«>ly  fahbatifm 
founded  on  thrift’s  re  ft  mg  from  his  mediatorial  labours  and  fu  fieri  ngs  on  earth, 
when  he  had  finifhed the  wort  ofr^7V7pr/^,a&thefeventh'‘day*f\hbath  was  found¬ 
ed  upon  GcxTs  having  ceafed  from  his  creating  work,  when  he  had  finithed  it* 
—How  efficacious  is  the  written  word  of  God  in  the  hand  of  Chrift,  the  living 
and  Hfe-giving  Word  !  He  fctsit  home  with  power  and  penetration  upon  the  heart, 
and  gives  the  foul  a  plain  view  of  itfclf,  either  for  its  reformation  and  comfort, 
or  its  condemnation  and  confufion*  How  awful,  adoring,  and  endearing  IhouJd 
uor  thoughts  of  Cbrift  be  l  All  things  are  continually  and  exactly  tn  bin  all- 
fering  j^e:  As  he  is  God  the  Word,  he  narrowly  infprfts  and  ohfcrvcs  the  moll 

iccrctstrtti’pofitions  and  dclign*  of  our  hearts;  'and  we  have  the  mod  important  of 
all  concerns  to  traniad  with  him,  and  mu  ft  give  an  account  of  all  that  we  think, 

&sr> 

NOTE. 

t  God'i  exereirmg  mercy  and  grace  in  to  the  praife  of  its  o*u  glory .  and  it  h  a 
Chtift  may  be  confidered  a*  hi*  being  fcated  throne  of  giacc  founded  on  the  f*  media- 
on  a  Mrs.nr,  became  he  therein  appears  with  of  CnKft^  as  he  is  let  forth  to  be  a 

majefty,  royalty,  2nd  gfory  ;  arid  un  a  ihrotse  f*  propitiation,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  ’ 
cf  grace^  becanfit  grace  creffod  it,  and  Horn.  iii.  i$.  and  appears  there  as  *  righte- 
rci^ns  there,  and  d:fp enfej  all  Mcflmgs  from  ous  advocate  for  us,  in  the  vinut  of  hit  pro* 
liuutc,  in  a  »ay  of  mere  unmerited  favour,  pliuiwu,  1  John  IL  1,4* 
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fay,  or  do*  to  him  as  our  Judge  at  the  great  day*  O  fblemn  coufideTations!  But 
how  ftwetly  are  they  tempered  by  bdieving  views  of  him  as  the  Son  of  God  *  our 
great  atonioft  and  interceding  High  Priclt  and  almighty  Saviour  ?  He  has  been 
Gercifrd  in  our  nature  and  world  with  the  very  fame  fort  of  temptations,  inward 
and  outward*  as  we  ourfdves  are;  and  he,  Rill  remembering  what  he  fnflered  by 
them  without  fin*  compaflioiwtes  us  under  ours,  though,  alas  !  attended  with  fin  ! 
and  is  gone  into  the  heaven  of  heavens,  now  to  appear  m  the  prefence  of  God  for 
th*  What  an  encouragement  is  this  to  hold  fall  our  faith  in  him,  and  ftcdfeflly 
abide  by  onr  holy  prut'et^on  of  bis  name  ;  and  to  come  with  humbte  boldnefa 
and  holy  freedom  of  fpirit  to  God,  through  him,  as  on  a  throne  of  grace,  at  all 
limes,  and  efpedally  in  the  word  of  trials,  fears,  and  dangers*  for  all  the  Jeafon* 
able  mercy  and  grace  we  Rand  in  need  of*  to  torgive  our  llns,  and  relieve  us  un¬ 
der  all  our  troubles ! 


CHAP*  V, 

The  apoftle  fets  forth  the  office  and  duty  of  a  high  priefly  1, — 4*  _  Shews 
haw  abundantly  this  is  anfwered  in  Chrift*$  fuper*  eminent  call  tot  and 
difeharge  of  that  office^  5, — 10.  And  reproves  the  ChrtJHan  Hebrews 
for  their  jlothfulnefs  and  Utt/e  progrefs  in  the  knowledge  of  the  truths 
the  gofpel  that  were  prefigured  by  the  law>  1 1  14* 

Tut.  Paraphrase* 

pOR  «iy  high  TjT/E  may  comfortable  hope  for  all  feafotiable  mer^f 
pririt,  tak*n  VV  an(]  help  jn  QW  applications  to  a  throne  of  grace* 

[^or^ned™^  while  we  think  of  Jefus  the  Son  of  God,  as  appearing 

men  m  things  there  in  the  chara&er  of  our  great  and  fympathizing 

God,  High  Prieft  to  introduce  us  to  it ;  and  we  may  be  fure 

ihat  he  vwj  oLHer  o  —  -  «  /  .  '  ' , ,  •  ^ 

toth  gifts  and  fi*  of  his  compaiSon  towards  us  in  the  execution  of  his  of* 

crificwfor  Jins;  fice  on  our  behalf :  For  even  under. the  legal  difpenfa- 

tion,  which  was  typical  of  the  gofpebftate,  every  high 
prieft  was  fmgled  out*  fanfittfied  and  fet  apart  to  his  of¬ 
fice,  from  amon£  the  children  of  Ifrael *  (Ex-  xxviii*  k 
as  one  partaker  of  the  fame  human  nature  with  them* 
that  he  might  be  a  proper  High  Prieft  for  meny  as  he 
was  appointed  and  confirmed  to  reprefent  and  tr  an  fa  fit 
for  men$  and  might  in  their  name  and  [lead*  and  for 
their  benefit,  prefent  all  kind  of  legal  offerings  to  God 
for  appealing  him  on  account  of  their  fins*  whether 
they  were  free-will  offerings,  or  fuch  as  were  ftatedly 
fixed  and  determined  by  the  law,  or  whether  they *were 
offerings  of  animate  or  inanimate  things  by  way  of  fa^ 
crificc  ;  And  fo  he  typified  Chrift  our  great  High  Prieft* 
who  took  not  m  him  the  nature  of  angels t  hut  the  feed 
of  Abraham  %  and  was  in  all  things  made  like  unto  his 
hrethrenf  that,  by  a  more  excellent  and  truly  atoning 
facrifioc  of  himfelf,  he  might  make  reconciliation  for 
the  Gns  of  his  people*  (chap*  ii.  i<5,  17.)  and  that  their 
.  per  Tons  and  prayers  might  be  accepted  of  God*  as  pre* 
Tented  by,  and  through  him* 


2  Every 
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%  Who  can  hire 
coDipalfio'ion  the 
igniH  ant*  iiiil  on 
them  that  arc  out 
of  ihe  wsy  i  for 
Hut  be  himfdf 
alft  is  enmpafled 
with  iDfirmity : 


3  And  by  rca- 
Jo A  huroif  he 
ought,  Ti  for  the 
people,  lb  ilfo  for 
itinrfelf,  to  odcr 

fortius* 


4  And  no  man 
tiketh  i  His  ho¬ 
nour  unto*  him'- 
feW,  hat  He  that 
b  called  of  God, 
as  was  Aaron : 


2  Every  legal  high  prieft  is,  or  ought  to  be  one,  who 

can  reasonably  bear  with,  and  tender] y  pity 

and  condefeend  to,  the  frailties  and  weakness  of  the 
people  for  wbotn  he  officiates,  that  he  may  offer  Sacri¬ 
fices  for  their  (ins  of  ignorance,  and  may  Sympathize 
with,  and  not  be  incenfed  againft  them,  on  account  of 
their  errors  of  various  kinds,  whereby  they  have  ftrayed 
from  the  way^  of  God’s  commandments  into  the  ways 
of  fin,  and  from  the  way  of  Safety  or  relief  into  the 
way  of  mifery  and  danger  ;  and  So  are  out  of  the  way 
of  truth  and  holinefs,  comfort,  and  happinefs :  He  is 
qualified  for  exercifing  all  companion  toward  them ;  be- 
caufe  even  he  himfclf,  (f*t<*u*vroc}  as  a  man  and  a  fin- 
ner,  is  alfa  attended  with  the  like  moral,  as  well  as 
natural  infirmities  that  they  labour  under.  And  tbe 
forbearance  and  companion  of  Jcfus,  our  great  High 
Prieft,  towards  ignorant  fouls  and  linncrs  that 'are  gone 
affray,  like  loft  theep,  is  incomparably  more  excellent 
ami  effetlual ;  becaufc  he  himfclf  has  been  Surrounded 
with  all  natural  human  weak  ik  fibs,  temptations,  and 
afflictions,  rho*  without  fin*  ( Chap f  iv,  15*) 

3  And  by  reafon  of  the  finful,  as  well  as  natural 
infirmities,  that  always  befet  or  encompafled  the  legal 
high  prieft,  it  was  incumbent  upon  him,  in  tbe  dis¬ 
charge  of  his  function,  to  offW  up  propitiatory  facri- 
frees,  not  only  for  the  fins  of  the  people  whom  he  repre- 
fented,  but  like  wife  for  his  own  per/onal  fins,  (Lev. 
iv*  3*  and  ix*  7*  and  xvi,  6*)  he  as  much  as  they  need¬ 
ing  an  atonement,  while  they  were  all  in  common 
finners  again  ft  God;  But  herein  our  ble/Ted  Lord  his 
infinitely  the  preference  to  any  former  high  prieft,  Gnce 
he  being  finlefs  had  no  occafion  to  offer  any  facrifice 
for  himfclf,  but  only  for  his  people,  that  the  whole 
virtue  of  it  might  be  placed  to  their  account,  and  that 
he  might  the  more  feelingly  pity  them  under  all  their 
troubles  on  account  of  their  fins,  as  remembring  what 
he  fuffcred  in  making  an  expiation  for. them* 

4  And  it  was  further  neceflary,  according  to  the  law, 
that  no  matt  whatfoever  Ihould  of  his  own  head  intrude 
into,  or  afl'umc  to  himfdf  the  high  honour  and  dignity 
of  the  pritfthood,  for  attempting  which,  U&ziah*  tbo1 
a  king,  was  Severely  rebuked  and  puni(hed,(a  Cbron*  ixvi* 
16.)  But  he  only  was  to  be  advanced  to  that  facred  of¬ 
fice,  whom  God  called  and  authorifed,  by  Special  or¬ 
der  and  immediate  appointment)  to  be  ipvefted  with, 
and  to  execute  it,  as  he  did  Aaron  and  his  fons  at  the 
firft  fetting  up  of  the  Levitical  ptiefthood.  (£jc<  xiviii- 
I.  and  x  Cbroru  uni*  15.) 


5  S°» 
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j  Saaife,  Chrift 

^ri&cd  not  h  im- 
fdf  to  be  made 
an  high  priefl : 
Lut  he  ih*t  fiM 
\mi-j  him,  Thou 
art  my  Son,  to* 
fay  have  1  be- 
tittcn  thee : 


d  A*  he  faith. 


*lfc  in  another 


fhc< ,  Thou  ar/  a 
prlift  for  ever  af¬ 
ter  the  order  of 


7  WhQ  in  the 


5  So,  in  like  manner,  our  Lord  Jefus,  the  anointed 
Saviour*  did  not  in  his  incarnate  (late  ratfe  himfelf  up, 
by  any  private  a Gt  of  his  own,  to  the  honour  of  the 
gofpel  high  priefthood,  any  more  than  Jar  on  did  to 
tbat  which  he  was  advanced  to  ;  but  he  w^s  erernally 
appointed,  and  ia  due  rime  fol^mnly  called  to,  quali¬ 
fied  for,  and  aft u ail y  inverted  with  this  glorious  office* 
which  was  an  honour  conferred  upon  him,  as  mant 
(tee  the  note  on  ver*  8-)  by  the  immediate  defignanon 
of  God  the  Father  himfelf,  who,  as  is  teftified  ( Pf*  ii* 
7,}  faid  to  him,  Thou  art  my  Sont  this  day  have  I  be* 
gotten  thee  ;  by  which  he  intimated  *  both  the  dignity 
of  his  perfon  as  his  eternal  Son,  and  the  excellency  and 
authority  of  his  priefljy  office v  as  both  fhould  be  de¬ 
mon  firated  and  owned  of  God  the  Father  by  his  refur* 
re£t:on  from  the  dead,  in  confequence  of  his  having 
fully  famfied  d iflne  jufticc  by  that  one  offering  of  him* 
felf  in  his  death,  whereby  he  perfeBed  for  ever  them 
that  are  fanBifud*  (Chap.  x.  14  ) 

6  And  we  have  a  ftill  more  exprefs  teftimony  to 
Chrift’s  priefthood  in  Pf  cx.  4*  where  God  the  Father 
faid  to  his  Sod,  Thou  art  and  {hair  be  an  eternal  High 
Pricft,  not  after  the  order  of  /taron,  whofe  priefthood 
ran  in  a  continual  line  of  fucceffion,  from  age  to  age, 
in  his  family ;  but  after  the  ftiperior  order  of  the  rc- 
no uned  Melchiftdcc,  (fee  the  notes  on  ver *  10.)  who 
had  no  predeccflbr  or  Jticceflbr  hi  his  office,  which  was 
confined  to  himfelf  alone;  and  fo  was  the  more  emi¬ 
nent  and  lively  type  cf  rhe  priefthood  of  Chrift,  as 
that  was  to  abide  in  his  own  perfon  alone  and  for  ever, 
without  any  one’s  preceding,  or  following  him,  or  fha- 
ring  with  him,  in  the  dignity  and  work  of  his  prieft* 
hood;  but  was  to  manage  all  the  high  affairs  and  con* 
terns  of  it  wholly  and  alone  by  himfelf. 

7  Who  while  he  was  here  upon  earth,  clothed  with 

fitfh 


N  O 

*  To  foppofc,  with  fotpc,  that  the  paf* 
here  quoted  from  Pfal.  lu  y.  **  Thou 
11  yi  my  ion,  to-day  have  i  begotten  thw,*1 
fdcri,  not  to  the  divine  nature,  but  merely 
ro  die  priclily  affiec  of  ChrtCt,  fee  me  utterly 
inconGftent  with  ver*  8.  where  it  is  faid, 
**  Though  he  were  a  Son*  yet  learned  he 
il  obedience  hy  rhe  things  which  he  iitffisred/* 
And  though  ChriH's  pridlhW,  as  well  a* 
Soot  tip*  was  fblemnly  declared  by  his  re* 
furreftion  from  the  1  can  hy  no  meant 
think,  with  others,  that  he  was  not  an  High* 
Pwfl,  or  did  not  perform  any  part  of  nit 
pritEMy  office  upon  earth  i  or  that  it  com* 
muittd  after  his  refur rtiliiHi  and  aiisnfion.  to 


T  E. 

heaven ;  For  offering  farrlfiec  was  a  printi- 
jal  pan  of  the  pricfTs  office  ;  and  Chrift  * 
(hath  is  frequently  fpoken  of  throarlmtit 
this  eoiftte  as  a  ftcrirtge,  which  necoflarily 
fupjwfcs  him  to  he  a  Priest  before  he  of¬ 
fered  it;  fmee  all  the  typical  pi  ref)  $  were 
actually  inverted  in  their  office  before  they 
too  Id  offer  any  faenfice  under  the  law ;  and 
this  we  are  told  our  Lnrd  did,  when  “  thro* 
u  the  eternal  Spirit  he  offered  himfelf  with* 
41  out  fpot  to  f  lod  f  and  once  in  the  end  of 
%t  the  world  appeared  to  put  away  fin  hy  the 
“*  facrificc  of  hinifdf,  asd  fo  was  offered  to 
"  l»w  the  Gas  of  many,  (chap*  ix*  14, 
itf,  *8.) 
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diiy*  of  hh  flcfti, 

wh<M  hr  hart  of¬ 
fer  r  l  up  payers 
ivA  fuppiioitiofts, 
wj  !.  Aroug  cry¬ 
ing  md  tears,  un  * 
to  him  that  ns 
able  to  five  him 
from  ileal  h,  and 
was  heard,  in  tint 
be  feared. 


S  Though  he 
were  a  Son,  yet 
learned  he  vbcili  - 
tote  by  the  things 
which  he  fiiSct- 
<d: 


flefh  and  blood,  2nd  all  the  finlcfs  frdlues  and  infirmi¬ 
ties  of  human  nature,  and  liable  to  all  forts  of  calami¬ 
ties;  and  who,  in  the  fuffernigs  he  endured  node r  a 
fenfe  of  divine  wrath,  which  he  was  to  bear  for  our  fins 
in  the  dife barge  of  his  prieftly  office,  was  fore  amazed , 
and  exceeding  forra^fui^  even  unto  death ,  prayed  thar, 
if  it  were  potiible,  the  hour  might  pafs  from  him,  when, 
together  with  the  offering  of  himfelf,  he  prefented  his 
earned:  addreffes  in  the  motl  fervent,  humble,  and  pa¬ 
thetic  manner,  yea,  even  with  a  ioud  cry,  and  weep* 
ing  petitions  and  mtreattes  unto  God  his  Father,  who 
(if  he  pleafed)  could  have  delivered  him  from  the  ter¬ 
rors  of  the  death  which  lay  before  him*  (See  Mark 
xiv,  33, — -36*  and  xv,  34*)  And  he  was  heard,  fo  as 
to  be  accepted  in  his  prayer  ;  and  was  anfwered,  the/ 
not  by  a  prevention  of  hi*  fufferlngs  and  death  them- 
firives,  (which  he  knew  would  be  fo  extremely  agoni¬ 
zing  that  human  nature,  as  fuch,  could  nut  but  be  fur^y 
afraid  of  them)  yet  as  to  the  main  intention  of  his  im* 
portunate  prayer,  in  the  fcafonabfc  affiflances  that  were 
afforded  him  in  the  cornpofure  of  h  IS  1 1  LI  it)  ill")  y 

in  his  refurreclion,  and  viftory  over  death  ;  and  in  his 
obtaining  ^11  the  delired  ends  of  his  fuflerings,  fer  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  redemption  of  the  church  :  And 
he  was  thus  heard,  becaufc  of  his  holy  reverence  (f^- 
of  h  is  heavenly  Father. 

8  Though  he  was  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  the  fame 
in  nature  and  perfections  with  the  Father,  and  infinite¬ 
ly  dear  to  him  **,  who  called  him  to  be  an  High  Prieft; 
yet  having  afiumed  human  nature,  that  he  might  there¬ 
in  execute  his  prieffly  office,  as  his  Father's  Servant, 
fiich  was  his  zeal  for  glorifying  him,  and  his  Jove  to 
the  church,  that  he  fubmlited,  with  an  exercife  of  faith, 
patience,  felf- denial,  rrfignatiem,  and  all  humility  and 
rcadinefs  of  mind  and  heart,  practically  to  learn  what 
it  is  to  he  obedient,  and  how  good  it  Is  to  be  fo,  to  his 
Father’s  will  and  command,  even  unto  the  death  of  the 
crofs,  (John  x.  iS*  and  PlriL  iu  7,  8*);  yea,  he  cotide- 
icended  to  learn,  by  iever^  experience,  what  terrible 
difficulties  and  d  iff  ruffes,  and  yet  what  rich  advantage*, 
attended  his  obedience  all  his  life  long,  and  efpeciaily 
when  he -came  10  die,  by  his  enduring  all  thofe  thing*, 
which  he  was  called  to  fufler  m  making  atonement  for 


note, 

*  This  pillage,  as  appears  to  me,  ft 3 wit  C it  U  rather  fpoken  of  as  a  cash/un- 
in  a  beumfml  apportion  t<>  vw.  j.  There%  jUn  in  him  to  eng^c  in  it,  and  go  through 
conUdcring  ChHll  as  hi*pr:<ftiy  oftice  the  ierviccj  aud  tuifsiings  he  was  called  to 
is  jpuken  of  as  an  bournr  conferred  upon  thereby, 
him ;  but  here,  couiidcriiij'  bim  as  the  Sea 


Ch.  v. 
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p  And  being 
nude  prrfcft,  he 
Letn  X  be  aul  h  o  v 
i*l'  Utnti]  faUa*- 
li-’n  » ut u  nil  them 

ihaE  obey  bim  j 


to  Cilbd  or 
vVvJ  an  higli  priefb 
feiicrrhe  ofdcr  of 

hklchifedcc. 


fin:  He  alfo  hereby  experimentally  learned  the  trial s$ 
and  difficulties  of  the  obedience,  which  his  people  are 
called  to,  that  he  might  the  better  fympathize  wit 
and  fuecour  them.  ( Gkap *  iv«  ij„) 

,  p  And,  having  completed  his  obedience  andfufFer* 
ings  unto  death,  and.heing  thereupon  fully  corsfecrated 
to  the  whole  of  his  prietthood  for  making  interccffion, 
in  virtue  of  his  facrificc,  {tkip*  ih  10*  fee  the  notes  there, 
and  on  ^forxvit*  17*)  he  became  the  procuring  and 
efficient  caufe  of  f-dmiion,  as  he  purchased 

ii  by  his  blood,  in  the  virtue  of  which  he  fecurcs  it  by 
his  advocacy,  and  aft  null  y  gives  it  by  bis  fpirit  and 
grace  :  And  th^  falvation  which  be  is  she  author  of,  is 
not  fuch  a  temporal  deliverance /rom  evil,  as  Iff  act  had 
out  of  Egypt*  or  as  the  people  of  the  Jews  had  Jroci 
temporal  funijbments  by  their  legal  offerings,  or  as 
many  believers  (hall  have  from  the  commoiuieftruftlon 
that  is. coming  upon  Jerufakm  j  but  a  falvation  of  an 
infinitely  more  excellent  and  durable  nature,  even  a 
fpirituaf,  complete,  and  everlafling  falv&rion,  inclufive 

of  a  deliverance  from  all  evil,  and  of  all  the  bldGnga 
of  grace  and  glory,  to  all  ami  every  one  of  them,  and 
of  them  only,  that  diligently  hearken,  and  yield  them* 
felvcs  up  to  him,  as  the  Captain  of  their  falvation,  {chap* 
ih  10*)  for  all  holinefii,  as  well  as  happinefs,  by  the 
obedience  of  faith.  (Rcmt  xvi.  26,) 

10  Even  to  him  who  is  namtd  of  God  in  an  extra* 
ordinary  manner,  *  as  he  filled  him  an  High  Piicft,  not 
after  the  common  way  and  cotirfe  of  Jarcn  and  his  fons, 
according  to  the  law,  in  which  there  was  a  fuccdlkm  of 
priefU  of  the  fame  order}  b'Jt  according  to  the  more 
eminent  manner,  in  which  f  Melchifedec  was  called  the 

priejt 


NOTE, 


*  He  re  thcapoftlc  refers  to  what  he  had  laid, 
ver*  tf+  shorn  Chiift’s  being  ((  a  pridl  f.  r 
11  <\'cr  after  the  order  of  Mclchifcikc  brat 
rxpnefles  his  being  eeiltd  of  God  by  a  very  dif- 

Itnnt  word  \n  lU  Or£tif  ) 

Er-.tiriTti&i  which  is  alio  r  udcid  cm  ha 

of  Godt  tfi  t tf.iu  Aaron;  (rer  4-) 
Tforf  it  relates  to  Mr  being  tttvcfc J  with  hi* 
office ;  but  for t  it  relates  to  the  &mtrxitGibiis 

*hicil  God  gave  him  as  fr  inverted,  n^mtiy, 
that  of  an  **  hipb  prieft  after  the  order  of 
**  Melchifedee*  ** 

t  Who  this  Mrfcbifcddt  vas  mv(t  need* 

le  very  uncerUtQ,  fince  the  Holy  Ghotf  him* 

Irlf icons  \o  have  concealed  it  on  purpc/c, 
th- 1  be  might  be  a  more  eminent  iy\vc  of 

C]:t\[\T  as  he  wss  feme  unknown  king  and 
prkft  of  SaUia  or  Jirufitemt  who  appeared 
n  j  faperior  charv^rer  to  j4lra&atnyGcti4  stiv* 
Ti, — io.  AuddiDush  ourariufllc  Jays  in 

V™¥.  t  b 


the  neat  verie,  t hit  **  be  had  tmry  iMujm 
to  fay  of  him,  hard  to  bt*  tnvrcd,  and 
£Ocs  lately  inro  the  coniHc-tti ion  ot  him* 
cb*  vii.  i  yet  he  no  where  iclk  who  he  wzim 
which  we  miy  reason  '*y  fuppow  he  mthjH 
have  done,  hid  God  Jcrrilcd  it  to  him ;  and 
if  he  did  not  know  this*  it  U  too  curious  and 
win  fn?  i*s  ureicnd  10  dLierDTVtJC  ir ;  Ar.d 
therefore  1  vathtr  chnoiftn  Live  the  miUcr, 
as  dvfijriud  to  be  coticeaful  Irotn  us,  than  u* 
offer  cofijeclurtt  about  i\  as  ibmc  bave  dotv, 
'kftOy  an  ong  other  gud(esT  incline  to  think 
that  it  b*v  the  Sta  tij  God  timjtlf  vltik  to 
o\htr*  it  appoais  very  imptobabk  th.it  ha 
ihnuld  lirf  a  type  of  Mmfcif,  who  is  Tpcke.i 
of  as  *■  mother  Prieft  after  the  order  ^ 

a&d  after  **  Lhc  umilhude  of 
Welch i fedec, *'  ■  (chap,  sxu  ia,  t$*) 
Odtumllr  ftp  pc  festival  to  be  d'JTvft^V  i'*c* 
fousr  ' 


3°S 


,li  Of  whom 

ve  hr. vc  nanv 

M 

thin  i’i  to  lay1,  and 
ban 1  l.<  be  utter¬ 
ed  J  feeing  ye  aic 
of  h«RI)^ 


ti  For  when 
for  i!ic  lime  ye 

ought  to  be  reach- 

tri,  ye  hive  uccd 
that  one  reach 
yon  ggaiq  which 
h<  the  hrii  princi¬ 
ple*  of  the  ©ra¬ 
ck*  of  Qod;  and 
are  become  fiicli 

**  haw  need  of 
and  aot  of 

ilrodgudt. 
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priefl  of  the  rnojl  high  God ;  there  being  the  greatest  re* 
femblance  between  the  pfiedhood  of  that  extraordinary 
man  and  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  as  may  be  {hewn  hereafter. 

{Chap.  vii.) 

11  Concerning  which  Melcjrifedcc  *,  as  he' was  a 
type  tif  Chrift  in  bis  kingly,  and  efpecially  in  his  priefi • 
ly  office,  we,  thrift's  mmiftring  fervants,  have  many 
important  things  to  deliver;  things  which  are  difficult 
to  be  explained,  fo  as  to  convey  familiar  and  exaft 
ideas  of  them  to  your  minds,  and  are  hard  to  he  under- 
flood  by  yea,  (*wv*w«  %  pet.  iii.  t<S.)  not  merely  from 
ihe  fubliroity  of  the  fuhject,  or  from  my.  manner  of  re* 
prefenting  it,  but  chiefly  from  your  own  indifpofition 
to  receive  it;  becaufe  many  of  you,  at  lea  ft,  who  have 
been  too  apt  to  flick  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  are 
too  ilothful  («>**«}  to  inquire  carefully  into  the  gofpel- 
re  velar  ion,  are  very  backward  to  attend  to,  and  receive 
what  I  have  to  offer  about  it. 

12  For  when,  confidcring  your  long  {landing  in. 
C  h  rift's  fchool,  and  the  clear  nefs  oft  he  gofpd-revela* 
tion,  and  the  advantages  for  initruftion  which  have 
often  been  afforded  you,- {chap,  ii,  1,-3.  and  vi.  7.) 
ye  ought  to  have  made  fuch  proficiency  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Chrtft,  as  to  be  yourfelves  capable  of,  and  to 
have  engaged,  fome  in  privately,  and  fontc  in  publick* 
ly  inftru&ing  others  about  the  gfeat  dodtrines  of  the 
gofpel ;  ye,  on  the  other  hand,  have  made  fuch  little 
progress  in  knowledge,  that,  inftead  of  being  teachers 
of  others,  ye  ftand  in  need  of  one  to  mftrudt  you  over 
again  into  the  nature  of  the  very  ‘firft  rudiments, 
grounds, and  principles  of  the  Chriftian  faith,  that  were 
{hadowed  out  ia  the .  {acred  writings  of  the  Old  Ttfia~ 
went,  and  are  more  clearly  revealed  in  the  Ne v>,  both  of 
which,  being  delivered  under  divine  infpiration,  are  to 
be  efteemed  (what  they  are  in  truth)  the  infallible  die- 
tales  orfayingsof  God  htmfelf:  And  fo  exceedingly  dull 
of  hearing  are  fome  of  you,  as  to  have  rather  declined , 
than  grown  in  the  knowledge  of  fpiritual  things;  info- 
much  that  ye  appear  to  be  fo  weak  and  low  in  your  re* 
lifh  and  conceptions  of  them,  as  to  need  to  be  led  into 
thofc  plain  eft  and  molt  familiar  articles  of  Chriftianitv, 

which 

T  E. 

ami  Inattention,  and  eonfcrjnently  their  ftasll 
proficiency  in  the  lurowU^  of  fuch  thing* 
irugbt  reasonably  ha*c  been  etpefted 
to  have  atiainfcd  T»  b  *  iirwtcr  degree  t!un 

they  hid,  condderingf  tS-  Jfftrgth  of  ihdr 
/landing  ifl  Chrillbhiiy,  and  the  light  «hitb 
waicaft  by  thegoii*!  on  Jc;*Htonifowcs, 


N  0 

*  Tht  ipoflle  defer*  hif  defigoed  dir&uirfe 
about  Metbifodtc  as  a  Hype  of  Cirlli  to 
chap,  riL  that  he  might  tat?  an  oec-fioii 
front  tht*  hint,  to  deal  ctafcly  tviih  the  He¬ 
brews  in  a  needful  and  important  digrelfion 
in  the  rrmaiipng  voTcs  of  this  chi  pact,  and 
tn  the  end  of  the  jU(Bt  abwu  tbek  ftitphtity 


a. 


13  Far  every 
one  that  ufcth 
milk  j;  unskilful 
i<«  the  word  of 
riL’hieaufhcfs  j  for 
be  it  a  babe. 


it  But  flrong 

ntit  belongdbto 
ibcai  that  are  of 
fail  age , 
thnfe  who  by  rci* 
Jon  of  ofe  have 
ihrir  fenfes  exer- 
tlfd  to  difccr;i 
both  g=>od  and 

criL 
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which  (to  borrow  an  allufion  to  corporal  things)  may 
be  compared  to  milt,  that  is  of  eafy  digeftion  ;  in  (lead 
of  being  taught  the  higher  truths  of  the  gyfpd,  in  the 
acconiplifhmenr  of  ancient  types  of  the  perfem  and 
offices  of  Chrift,  which  may  be  compared  to  iuch  ftrong 
meat  as  is  of  harder  digeftion* 

13  For  every  one,  whole  fpmtuaL  -conftitution  and 
attainments  are  fo  weak  and  child-like,  that  he  has  no 
appetite  for,  nor  can  take  in  and  dlgeit,  any  thing  hue 
the  very  fir  ft  principles  of  the  do&rine  of  Chrift,  {chap. 
vi,  i.)  which  are  like  miik  for  babes;  whatever  general 
notions  he  may  have,  he  is  like  an  unexperienced  per* 
fo;i*  (artffflt)  and  is  inexpert  at  undemanding,  receiving, 
and  improving  the  great  truths  of  the  gofpcl,  in  which 
the  righteoufnefi  of  God  is  revealed  from  faith-to  fait  h$ 
(Rom*  i*  1 7,)  and  Chrift  u  fa  id  to  he  the  end  of  tie  law 
for  right  eoufnrfs  to  every  one  that  heliewf)  (Rom*  x*  4)  j 
and  in  which  we  are  Taught  to  live  in  the  practice  of 
righteoufnefSj  (77r»  it*  II,  12*);  for  he  that  can  only 
entertain,  and  profit  by  the  eafieft  and  mo  ft  familiar 
principles  of  Chriftian  religion,  appears  to  be  no  better 
than  a  babe  in  his  knowledge  and  improvement  of  the 
gofpeh 

14  But  the  fublimer  doctrines,  which  may  be  com¬ 
pared  to  ftrong  meat,  arc  moll  fit  and  proper  for,  and 
fuited  to  the  nourifhment  of  thofe  believers,  who,  like 
men  grown  up  to  maturity*  are  far  advanced  in  the  know  • 
ledge  of  the  doctrines  of  Chrift,  (fee  the  note  on  1  Corm 
ii*  tf*) ;  and  fo*  compared  with  babes,  may  he  ftiled 
perfect  ;  (t(wx»dJ  even  fuch'aa  by  means  of  an  experi¬ 
mental  acquaintance  with  thefc  divine  things,  accor* 
ding  to  the  gofpeUdifcovery  of  them,  and  by  long  cuf-* 
rom  and  habits  of  converting  with  them,  which  they 
have  attained,  under  divine  influence,  by  reading,  hear¬ 
ing,  meditation,  and  prayer,  have  their  fpiritual  ferifes 
underftanduigty  and  feelingly  employed  and  improved, 
to  difeern  and  diftinguifh  between  what  is  good  or  bad, 
true  or  fidfe,  pernicious  or  beneficial,  defraying  from, 
or  perfe£tive  of,  the  gofpel  fehemc ;  and  know  bow  to  rc- 
fufe  the  one,,  and  embrace  the  other* 


recollections* 

Behold  the  incomparable  excellence  and  affecting  endearments  cfChrilVspi'ieft* 
hood  *  He,  bring  as  truly  man,  as  God, has  a  more  tender  aod  riTefcual  compalEou 
ontHeignorantandtbcmthatareontcftheway,tbanaiiyofthe  anctentprfc As  could 
have,  who  were  befet  with  the  fame  JinjuU  as  well  as  natural  infirmities,  with 
them ;  and  therefore  were  obliged  to  offer  facrifices  for  tbcmfelvcs  as  well  as  for 
the  people  :  But  as  ourji nUfi  High  Prieft  differed  in  the  days  of  his  humiliation, 
to  l  he  greateft  extremity, for  the  fins  of  his  people,  he  cannot  but  fympathize  with 
them*  With  what  fervenev  did  he,  in  the  moll  religions  and  fubmiftjve  manner 

M  * 
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apply  to  Itia  Iir.ivcnlv  V’.ithrr  for  fcafonablc  relief  apainft  thofe  troubles  that  could 
but  be  very  terrible  to  human  nature;  and  how  fully  was  he  anfiyered,  with 
nTpcct  to  the  grand  defign  of  hi*  prayer  j  As  he  was  pcrfcdtly  fitted  by  hl&fufTer- 
lugs  tov  coin  pitting  his  prieftly  office,  he  is  become  the  author  of  eternal  falva* 
tiou  to  alt  that  yield  themfelvcs  up  by  Faith  and  holy  obedience  to  him*  How  great 
fc  the  hinvur  tint  w;*$  put  upon  him,  as  man\  and  his  own  cond$Jeetfion%  as  God* 
in  Ihwuh:  this  important  ofiice  i  He  did  not  Ihruft  himlclf  into  it ;  but  it  wis 
cordeiTui  upon  feim  by  the  exprefs  and  immediate  call  of  God  his  Father,  as  the 
Le-ilk'.i!  pnefthood  was  upon  Aarons  and  it  is  manifeft  what  a  divine  and  gltiri* 
(ms  High  pn^il  he  hi*  i«  that  his  Father  faM  to  him*  Thou  art  my  Sw*  to-day 
k±?€  i  begotten  theey  end t bon  art  a  Priejt  for  ever  after  the  order  of  MeUhifedec, 
Though  he  was  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  yet,  adorable  condcfccnfion  1  how  free* 
If  did  he  acetpt  the  call  to  office- work,  and  experimentally  learn  obedience  by  his 
fuJferircgs  unto  death  I  But,  alas*  how  often  are  profelfing  believers  therafelves 
too  little  upprehenlWe  of  the  glories  ofChrifl,  as  Outdo  wed  out  by  MtUbifedec  in 
various  hdbinees*  and  of  the  doctrine  of  righteoufnefc  through  him  J  They  arc 
apt  to  befo  fiothful  and  inattentive  to  them,  that  they  cannot  take  in  juft  fcnti- 
pjentsofthem ;  but  when  for  their  Sanding  and  advantages  In  the  churchy  they 

tuijclH  iv^Jimhly  bt  *l  njreAtil  la  lutrv  fouh  a  fb/tik  a/^T/ycwnl  M  tv 

be  able  to  in  ft  met  others,  they  themfdves  need  to  be  taught  over  again  the  very 
firit  principles  of  Chiiftianity*  But,  btefied  be  God,  there  are  provi Cons  of  all 
forts  in  his  word  for  every  fcite  and  condition  of  his  people;  there  is  milk  for 
babes,  ami  flronj;  mat  far  thofe  that  are  arrivednt  a  (fcate  of  manhood  in  Chrift, 
Add  are  more  iltilfnl  in  the  word  of  right  eon  fuefs,  as  by  means  of  frequent  ufev 
and  great'  experience,  they  are  confirmed  in  habits  of  knowledge  and  grace*  and 
have  their  fpimual  femes  extreifed  to  difccrn  the  difference  between  what  is  good 
and  bad,  and  to  refill*  the  one  and  refufe  the  other.  How  fhoukl  this  con  fide  rat  ion 
cache  us  to  the  great  eft  diligence,  that  wc  may  not  at  w  ays  belike  children  inun- 
dttftanding;  but  may  live  upon  fuck  fublime  truths  of  the  gofpd  as  are  rutted  to 
the  hourifhment  of  ftroug  men  in  ChrifH  -■ 

* 


CHAR  VI. 

■  The  apqftle  intimates  his  deftgn  of  giving  the  Hebrews  higher  injlruc* 
tions ,  and  excites  them  to  a  greater  proficiency,  than  they  had  yet 
inode  in  the  doftrine  of  Chrtjl,  i,  2*  To  enforce  this  upon  them,  he 
ilcferibes  the  dreadful  nature  and  confequence^of  apoftacy.  in  the  tntjfi 
moving Jl  rains  ^  4, — 8-  Sweetly  infinuatts  his  great  fatufa&ion,  as 
to  the  better  fart  of  thm ,  notvrithfianding  what  be  had  been  faying 
about  afofiates,  9,  10*  And  encourages  them  to  perjeverance  in 
faith  and  hoihiefs}  from  the  experience  of  other  jincere  believers,  and 
from  the  promifi  and  oath  of  God  to  Abrahapi*  and  to  all  the  heirs 
<f falvation^  n, — 20* 

Tekt.  Paraphrase. 

thepdn-  C INCE  it  is  unworthy  the  character  of  Chriftians  to 
cipfe;  or  the  Joe*  ^  be  always  children,  inftead  of  men  in  undcrflaml- 
uioeofQiiriit,  let  ing,  (ebap.  v.  u, — 1 4.) -  let  us  therefore  difmifs,  for 

perfhftiorT;  "not  l|le  prefenc,  what  relates  to  the  firft  principles  of  Chrif- 
Uying  again  the  tianity,  without  infilling  particularly  upon  them,  which, 
foundation  ofw  how  important  fexver  they  be,  are  like  milk  for  babes, 

dad*^wki,  h3  v‘  12,  13.)  and  let  us  proceed  to  tl[fc0urfistrf,and 

of  to  embrace  with  ,  holy  care  and  diligence,  thofe  great 

niyfterics 
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of^nib  towards  my  ft  erics  of  tbe  gofpd*  that  may  bring  us  to  more  ad¬ 
vance^  degrees  of  foiriiuft  wilder  landing,  fuch  as  arc 
lik  tjirong  meaty  ft  for  thofe  that  are  of  full  agcy  (chap. 
t.  14*)  arid,  coin pjr ati v-Iy  fpcaking, /nay  be  c  UUfd  a  per¬ 
fection  in  tbs  knowledge  ofthtt  fublimer  points  of  faith* 
relating  to  the  pr  ;fo;i  ami  t.fiices,  and  particularly  to 
the  pricfihcid  01  Chrill*  'till  we  all  corns  in  the  unity  cf 
the  fait  ht  and  of  ike  k;ov?kdqe  of  the  Sm  of  Cody  unto  a 
f erf  eft  man ,  and  unto  the  mvaftre  of  the  fat  are  of  the 
fulnefs  of  Chrtjly  (Ephcf*  iv.  13,)  I  therefore  decline  in* 
lifting  on firji  principles  t  that  we  who  preach,  and  ye 
who  hear,  may  not  alivajabe  laying  the  fountlaaonj  and 
flop  there,  without  building  upon  it :  The  principles  I 
mean  are  fuch  as  thefe  1  :  One  is  the  doctrine  of  cvai 2+ 
gelieal  repentance*  which  confifls  in  a  thoroughTcnfe^f 
the  evil  of  fin,  as  committed  »gam(l~God  y  in  deep -hu* 
miliatba  and  grief  of  foul  for  it,  and  utter  ik-t  citation 
of  it  y  and,  under  appr^henfions  of  the  mercy  of  Gcd* 

through  Cfirift,  in  turning  to  him  from  ali  im<]tmieF» 
which  may  be  called  dead  works,  as  they  are  pjactifed 
by  thpfe  that  are  dead  in  trefpaifcs  and  (ins,  and  as  they 

deferve 


N  O 

■  It  is  extremely  difficult,  aod  expositors 
arc  much  at  i  lof>  to  determine  the  tcnlc  of 
Uis  awl  the  following  glides,  to  the  end 
of  the  Itowt  vafcj  which  ait  here  railed 
“  ibf  principle*  of  the  Wfinc  ot  Cfcnlt, 

**  Mud  the  foundation  of  repentance,'*  to* 
Eumc  ufidcrftand  rheffi  to  me  in  ibc  firji  priit* 
Vfks  of  Ckrijfianitji  and  oilwrtj  the  ptinci- 
f'cs  ?/y nJitipH,  as  contained  in  thtdoftrine 
of  the  Old  Tcftamrut,  and  particularly  of 
thcctrcroowd  law,  which  a  fliailowy 
rcpFC&ntat  on  t>f  Chrift,  and  laid  a  founda- 
tion  for  the  foHer  dtfeoverit*  that  were  to  he 
made  of  him  under  the  £ofpd-d  fpetifjiion. 
tut,  after  the  clofdt  inquiry  I  have  been 
able  to  make,  they  that  go  into  the  taff  of 
theft  wap  of  interpreting  Qtl  thtft  pafl  -gi's 
appear  to  me,  either  to  pot  too  great  a  force 
u;*>n  fewcaf  them  ;  or  eUe  to  make  fome 
tno  co-tuddcat  with  others  of  them ;  and  they 
that  diole  the  firfi  way  of  interpreting  them, 
teem  to  be  entcedinfdy  puiried  how  bn  ac¬ 
count  for  t(  the  d^Hnc  of  baptifus,  tod  of 
*'  \ty\n&  on  of  hands*’  «s  belonging  to  the 
frfi  f  rixriflts  of  Cbritf  Unity*  A«d  iowa, 
that  I  cannot  mcci  wvb  fitt-fdrtion  from  ary 
author,  in  either  of  thefe  ways  of  interpret 
t itiDJi ;  btcaufe  c'tch  (idc  is  apparently  pjc(f* 
«l  with  great,  and  to  me  infnprr'.ililo  diffi¬ 
culties,  in  bhrir  rcfpifttve  ways  of  account, 
lag  for  fill  the  panieoUr*  here  mc“lioncclT 
vhich  m*±y  Le  fc;i»  in  Pool's  Syuopfii,  firo- 
tig^s*  Oirm,  Hammond,  Pierce,  and  others, 
£*iil  ahicb  rajier  b-w'i-dcr  than  iulbVKl  me. 


T  E, 

Bur*  in  my  huntlde  ojvn'on,  we  may  avoid 
many  dh-ieaLus,  ind  licci  a  much  clearer 
COurie  between  i  be  1  *0  former,  it  uc  confi¬ 
de  r  the  u  clo&riiic  .*f  ha  pit  fitis  and  hying  uti 
u  of  handi,”  as  a  pjr,*n  hvlis,  referring  lu 
u  Jcvvifb  and  Lyinjj  on  the 

**  liLMib  f>i  theij'  flit*  1  the  d^Jlrincs  of 

which  it  cs  were,  *•  K^pt-ntance  frtj[«  d.'sd 
**  workft,  ami  faiih  jouard  CJod :«  sr..l  if 

^  L  ■" 

we  con h dor . u  repenUince  tf*nii  dt  ad  w,<rk'-* 
J'lirh  toward  God,  tbe  re^trrr^oii  of  'l  e 
**  H^ed,  n‘/’  ns,  th*  liiil 

rudimertisof  Oiriliu  ii^y  j  aijd  t^c  */>w- 
ifi  wfifingi*  ihd  on  cj  £,.%?■*';,  aj  e  to 

lie  Co  n  (tdered ,  d  i  f I  i  n  *  l  ( *  H  r k  i  n  J  j  r= m w 

thercH,  bet  as  li^iirica'tw',  un!-i  the  Mi  - 
l*ic  b»-t  of  the  rcpcji!  liiscc  faith  juft  bt-* 
fore  ine*i;ionc.|,  Acei  r  i:n^Tyt  it  is  fo  \  c 
ohfei  vetl,  ti*at  ilion:r-i  (tie  idoffrinei  of  ir^ 
p  foljtnf?  an  :l  fa1  &  e  t  n  t  >£o  I ,  ycl  t  i  ic  xw  n  4 
ffctfrjiic  U  no;  pvefucii  to  them  i*i  the  Green, 
btu  only  t » and  ia\h;^  an  of  b.utJ‘% 
which  leads  us  to  think  svtt  they  were  ihj 

d  oft  fines  taught  by  fvsic  rcvcm»nk:s  i  iind 

then  the  priori plt>  w'li  r.nt  1^ 

J?v>  as  tlicy  aie  rc^k  wji,  fie: 

only  /W,  which  arc  very  propcH*  fjic.iik'l 
*:s  pUin  and  il  |i  i'icipli  ii  of 

QirillUn  rcl*gkm*  Ti’ds,  if  1  a:n  nt>t  mtirii 

t*:fcs  ns  a  nine  Wlv  a:  i  1  cohdifcnt 
vie*  i*1"  irtvfi:  vcffVs^  rhao  si siy  tiih'g  r!u:  lins. 
orcunvd  to  me,  rhbu  i:r  cr 

luting  upon 
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%  Of  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Iraplifms, 
and  of  laying  on 
ofliind*,  and  of 

Tcfstrtdion  of 
I  he  dead,  a;id  of 
eternal 


defers,  tend  to,  and  entail,  not  only  temporal  death t 
but  alfo  the  deftrufkion  of  the  fouls  of  thofe  that  are 
tinder  their  guilt  and  power,  and  will  certainly  iflue  in 
it,  (which  is  the  fecond  death,)  unitfs  repented  of  and 
graciuufly  pardoned.  And  another  of  thtfe  principles 
is  the  doflrine  of  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  toward  God  through  him,  (^flr  xtc*  2j*) 
which  is  infepaiably  connected  with  true  repentance, 
and  confifts  in  a  firm  belief  of  God's  being  and  perfec¬ 
tions,  and  in  an  humble  truft  in  him,  according  to  gof- 
pel-difcoveries  of  divine  grace  for  the  remiflioti  of  Ons 
thro'  Jefus  Chrift,  as  an  accomplishment  of  ancient  pro- 
mifes,  types,  and  predictions  of  him. 

2  (Thtfe  two  principles  of  Chriftianity  werefignified 
by  various  wajbings  under  the  ceremonial  law,  ( chap • 
ix.  10*)  which  held  forth  the  do&rimi  of  purification, 
and  were  prefigurative  of  the  cleanfirig  virtue  of  the 
blood  andfpirit  of  Chrift;  and  were  further  fignified  by 
the  laying  of  the  hands  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  on  the  heads  of  the  faenfices,  and  particularly  in 
the  great  day  of  atonement,  ( Lev .  xvi*  21,  22 1  29,  30.) 
which  was  attended  with  penitent  confeffions  of  fin,  and 
directed  the  faith  of  Jfrael  to  the  truly  proper  and  effec¬ 
tually  atoning  f»crifi«  of  Jefus  our  High  Prieft;)  And 
be  Tides  thde,  there  are  five  other  firft  principles,  that 
are  motives  to  this  faith  and  repentance,  namely,  the 
fundamental  doflrine  of  *the  refur reclion  of  the  bodies 
both  of  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  one  to  everlafiing 
lift)  and  the  other  to  Jhame  and  cvertajting  contempt , 
(Daniel  xiu  2*)  which  is  fully  confirmed,  and  further 
cleared  up  by  the  gofpel-rerdarion,  in  which  our  Lord 
himfelf  h*s  plainly  rold  us,  AU  that  are  in  their  graves 
fkall  hear  his  voice ,  and  come  forth  \  ihsy  that  have  done 
goodt  unto  the  refur  region  of  life ;  and  they  that  have 
done  evily  unto  the  refiirreElion  of  damnation^  (John  v, 
28,  29.)  and  this  leads  us  to  the  great  article  of  the  aw¬ 
ful  and final  judgment  t  that  fliall  enfuc  upon  the  refur- 
rection  of  all  mankind,  who  mud  appear  before  the 
judgment-feat  of  Chrift ,  (Rom.  xiv.  fo,  n,  and  2  Cor, 
v.  10  )  and  that  will  determine  their  ftate  of  happinefe 
or  mifery  for  aileterniry,  *  as  the  wicked  jball  go  away 
into  everlxjiing  punifbsnentt  and  the  righteous  into  life 
eternal ,  (Mat*  xxv*  34,-46-) 


NOTE. 


3  And 


*  Tfcon^h  the  judgment  itic’F  will  be  d:f- 
r«rhtd  in  a  rertsln  limit  of  time,  it  may  be 
oil cd  f ter  net  judgment*  wi*h  refpeft  10  its 

being-  irirvrr/itily  tfcdfivc  .  vithont  ap;icai} 

a;id  to  Its  rternsi  e/ftcls,  «  Chrift  is  fe:d  to 


Jiavc  <(  attained  eternal  redemption  for  uj/1 
though  the  pnne  of  it  vus  paid  at'  on?pf 
**  when  he  appeared  to  put  awuy  fin  by  she 
“  facrifceof  hiKii’df,”  (chap,  ix,  12,  ti.) 
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3  Anitb:ivi)t 

we  doT  it  God 
permit* 


4  ¥ar  it  it  im- 

pn^jbte  fur  thofe 
win  ufcre  once 
crfghttAtxJ,  And 

kavc 


3  And  as  ye  have  been  fiilEciemly  taught  thefe  im¬ 
portant  defines,  and  aught  never  to  forget  them*  but 
iertoiifly  refted  upon  them,  all  your  days,  and  wilt  do 
fo,  unlefs  it  be  your  awn  fault  rhrof  ftupidity  and  doth, 
(chap,  v.  1 1.)  1  (ball  pafj  them  by,-  and  purfue  my  de- 
fign  Of  leading  you  hereafter,  {chap,  vii,)  to  the  ftill  fu» 
blicncr  parts  of  the  gofpel,  relating  to  Chrift  and  his 
piidlhomt,  to  prevent  your  apoftat&sng  from  him,  if 
God  (hall  favour  me  with  the  continuance  of  life,  (Janes 
iv.  ij.)  and  of  gracious  adiftances,  and  (hill  give  me 
opportunity  of  tranfmitting  this  epiftte  before  it  be  too 
late :  And  fhould  it  be  too  late  for  any  of  you,  dreadful 
would  your  cafe  be  indeed 

4  For  the  (late  of  thofe  profeflol’S  of  Chriftanity,  that 
turn  utter  a  poll  ares  *,  is  really -defperate,  pall  all  hope 
of  their  being  ever  reclaimed  by  any  means  wbltfocver, 
who  bare  been  once  fo  far  illuminated  in  tbeir  minds  f, 

by 

HOT  Pv 


1  VstIau  arc  the  fcntiitienti  of  expofi* 
tofson  the  dcfcrijt'rw  .ekarafiers  of  tlu:  pf> 
iitM  intended  in  riiia  and  the  next  verfe;  ami 
u  is  iK>t  very  caff  M  kttp  the  ideas  diittn# 
chat  are  defined  to  be  conveyed P  particular* 
lyt  by  ihrir  having  c(  tafUd  the  hemrdy 
«  gift,  been  made  partners  of  the  Holy 
"  Gboft,  and  the  powers  of  the  world  to 
K  come.**  Bo:  At  1  ub  theoi  ail  to  rrluc  to 
the  extraordinary  difpenfition*  and 
boa  gifts  of  the  IiHy  Ghoft  in  the  apofllc’* 
days,  I  hive  endeavoured  to  give  fuch  *n  ac¬ 
count  of  chen)  as  I  apprehend  to  be  moft 
probable,  and  kafl  interfering  one  with  aro- 
tiur.  And  that  tutne  of  them  fijjntfjr  any  * 
fpectri  and  faring  operation  of  the  Spirit,  vs 
wry  trident  to  me;  bcciufc  hue  U  no  men* 
lion  made  of  Jasfbt  h  vet  or  other  ^mtr ; 
ra  of  bdhttft  oc  nor  of  any  of 

the  htrgf^t  9f  fotrxtfjQit :  nwl  die  apnftle 

feceu  CJiefoUv  to  Keep  to  the  wotH  tefiixz* 
to  etprefs  wfiat  experience  they  had  of  the 
gofpd,  mi  of  the  difpenliiioa,  gifts,  and 
powers  of  the  Italy  Gh<vft>  to  intimate  ihri 
they  bod  lb  much  knowledge  and  Nile  of 
thofe  things  as  werefniGciciu  to  enable  them 
to  nuke  a  -  fair  trial  of  them,  though  (bey 
did  nor  fc  Ut  relUh  and  approve  or  them, 
open  the  nisi,  a$  curJirily  to  receive*  and 
feed  by  frith  upon  (hem,  and  digeti  them 
to  thrir  fpirijuat  nourtfhfiQtvt  t  but  were,  af¬ 
ter  all,  like  barren  gnumJ,  on  which  the 
ia>o  often  cumc-t,  and  yet  bon  nothing  but 
(t  briars  atnl  thorns,"  in  diliinflion  from 
that  good  gnmnd  which  <l  brings  forth 

**  herbs/’  ver,  t,  0,  and  trn*  krUtvin  are 
diltinjiilhd  frorft  ilirm,  as  ptribnS  of  whom 
the  apoltit  “  was  periiaikd  tetter  tli)r^s, 


“  eve®  ihinjtl  that  accompany  firivation/1 
Sod  whom  be  dcierilws  hy  thrir “  w*rh  and 

u  UlKQr  of  love,1'  which- God,  in  his  riph* 
tjconfntf*,  nr  fairtiftitaefs  t*>  Iris  covc^ar-t, 
**  would  not  forget/1  ver*  pr  io*  snJ  ho 
(peaks  of  the  41  i;nmutaM&y  of  his  enuii* 
u  fel/k  with  to  rK>  frirattan,  vfr, 

iy,  3  0,  19.  Sot'n^  There  car.  he  no  argu - 
merit  drawn  b»ci  iiwc  lur  friihtg  fro  a 
grace,  there  being  no  appearance  of  **  m :y 
44  one  iptiial  prait”  in  tfrife  per  fens  :  l^:r 
is  there  any  grousd  fpr  the  diiitvls  xhet 
"T  Ibuls  have  bean  thiowii  iniot 

from  a  inHiinderflundtiig  of  thefe 

If,  on  Hccnontof  their  hwAChlinfl*  and 
falls  irdn  one  or  anther  fin,  it  were 
in>;x?£iUr  for  w  he  i^ncwcd  \w 
unce  :  Jfor  the  apoiilc  Itcr^  fjKAks  of  mtiy 

alter  epvjratfif  that  r.evcr  f'ad  the  truth  uf 

grorc  En  tht-  ots-n  foul?,  and  Ml  Aw-ay  fnsin 
che  proftflijn  (if  ^Uci1  they  ha  l 

odCtert  upon  it,  urui  had  rcfLTvcd  the  £rot- 
cfl  advao;a^ci  in  the  naunc  of  means  tl^t 
could  he  imagined,  orcvr.r  Lbr?uld  he  atbncl^ 
ed,  even  Uy  minruh>us  operations  of  the 
Spirit,  cnaa^L-  them  to  oniriiuic  (ledfaft 
in  it ;  and  fo  rh.ry  Moi  to  have  approach*::! 
vctj  ncir  h\  if  u*'t  been  gtritry  of 

the  ft;t  ffgfifajl  tbt  th!)  Ginfi*  (Scu  the  nous 
on  Mat.  xii*  31-  and  x  joint  v;  ) 
t  Snrao  iuppufc  that  asth:  witd, 

$ h«ve  retiflrred  was  o:!^n 

nfed  by  the  ancitu:^  with  icia'tan  ro 
the  a^>oftlc  thorn  »m)  honn  Jkf- 

But  it  iJtrc^  nnt  apjicur  this  won! 
wrv«r  uic4  in  (hat  unuitl  e 

livond  nr  third  ecu  iisy  Ivy  juftiu 

ardC^c.isAkx^ririi.air!  (lib, 

cay,  tf. 
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have  tafted  *>( 

tiit;  itca veil iy  gift, 
and  wav  made 
pjjnkf  i  of  the 
lloly  Ghoii. 


J  An4  ha^c 
tafred  «rooJ 
wiir,i  o  f  f  Sot! ,  a  ;,H 
ii»c  pnu-ers  the 
%orld  to  conic  i 


6  If  the*  lhn£t 

f  Al  aw^y.  to  re¬ 
new  them  3^.1  tn 
unit*  rcpmtintr ; 

litev  fFMCI’- 
fv  to  thonfcEves 
the  $t*n  of  God 
j.frcrh*  and  put 
h*»*  to  so  y;jcn 

flume* 


by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  common,  or, 
at  mo  ft,  miraculous  operations  of  the  Spirit,  as  do£bi- 
na!!y  to  receive  the  knowledge  of  the  truth)  (chap#  s.  26.)  j 
and  that  have  mid c  fomc  experiment,  and  had  fome 
rc!ifli  of  chi?  difpenfation  of  grace,  fet  up  by  the  gofpei, 
under  the  conduct  and  infpirution  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
who  is  by  way  uf  eminence  the  gift  of  God ,  and  that 
with  a  particular  regard  to  his  miraculous  operations) 
(A;:ls  viii,  20,)  and  is  frnt  down  from  heaven  by  the 
exalted  Head  and  Saviour,  ASis  ii*  33.  and  1  Peter  i.  1 2*)i 
and  have  been  made  partakers  of  the  miraculous  gifts 
of  the  Holy  Ghnff,  ftich  as  prophecy,  difeerning  of  fpi- 
rits ,  fever al  kinds  of  tongues  and  interpretation  of 
tongues  1  (1  Cor*  xti*  to.) 

5  Ant)  have  feen  fuch  divine  credentials  of  the  word 

of  God,  as  carried  convidion  to  their  confciencctf  of  its 

■ 

Truth  and  goodnefs,  and  ^give  them  fome  tatleof  its  ex¬ 
cellency,  which  {truck  their  a(Fc£tions  with  fuch  a  fort 
of  pleasure,  as  our  Jjord  deferibes  in  the  flony  ground 
hearers,  that  received  the  good  feed  of  the  word  with  joy 
for  a  while,  hut  had  ?:o  root  in  themfehest  (Mat.  xiii.  20, 
21.}  nr  asthnfe  f^lt  that  attended  on  John  the  BaptifP% 
minifby,  who  for  a  feafon  rejoiced  in  his  light)  (John  v* 
3j.)i  and  have  rifled  the  wonderful  powers  that  were 
exened  in  producing  other  miracles >  over  and  above, 
and  as  diftingmfhcd  from,  the  fore ment limed  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  (fee  the  note  on  1  Cor*  xii*  10,}  fuch  as 
healing  the  fick,  andraifmg  the  dead,  that  were  wrought 
in  confirmation  of  the  gofpel,  which,  as  the  lafl  difpen- 
fatioiMhar  was  to  fucceed  thofe  that  were  before  the  law, 
and  under  the  law,  has  been  ufually  called  by  the  Jewsp 
and  has  been  already  fpoken  of  in  this  epilUe,  as  the 
\i  :rfd  to  come,  (Chap.  ii,  £.) 

6  If  i\*  1  as  ihefe  ftull  fin  wilfully,  (chap,  x.  26*)  fo 
as  to  apoffaiizs  from  Chriff  to  Mofis,  and  from  the  pro- 
f.flion  of  the  gofpel  to  judaifm,  they  refolutely  reject  the 
only  remedy  for  their  recovery  ;  and  are  fo  righteoufly 
given  up  ot'  G^d  to  a  defperate  and  voluntarily  contrac¬ 
ted  blind  cv:fs  and  hardnefs  of  their  own  hearts,  that 
there  is  r.o  room  left  for  any  expiation  of  the  lead 
pofTibility,  by  any  means  whaifoever,  of  their  being  fo 
effectually  renewed  and  changed  in  the  temper  of  their 
minds  and  hearts,  as  to  recover  them  to  a  yuff  fenfe  of 

their 


NOTE. 

cap,  4.)  nnr  J=>  we  find  any  Aj ch  (lit  ipnM%  of  t^cfc'H.brcw^  having  beta  //- 

ih»n  of  Si  in  3!!  the  ticiv  'IVlUr.Knf,  where  fat/twaieS,  as  a  term  of  the  lame  import  w*Uh 
jr  cmdhtnlty  rc I n t t r>  th- or  iApwtrtige  their  "  having  received  the  knowledge  of 

ut'nrel'W  rhe  Tubtd  U  enlightened*  acid  par-  **  the  truth, 10  (chap,  x  16,31*) 
lie  -fcsriy  in  that  pLtc,  where  the  apo* 
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their  crimes,  and  Oncere  repentance  to  the  faring  of 
their  fouls;  becaufe  they,  in  effect,  approve  of  the 
wickedjiefs  of  the  Jews  in  crucifying  the  eternal  Son  of 
God,  and  (hew  th?.t  they  themfcWes  would  put  him  to 
the  ignominious  ami  painful  death  of  the  crufs  over  a- 
gain,  as  an  impoflor,  had  they  opportunity  for  it ;  they 
alfo  perieeme  hi  in  again  iahia  members  ;  and  they  ex* 
pofe  hi*  character  to  tht  viJeft  reproach,  by  renouncing 
him  and  their  profs  (lion  of  him,  as  though  he  really 
had  been  as  infamous  a  perfon  as  his  crucificrs  pre¬ 
tended,  and  were  not  fit  to  be  milled  in,  adhered  to, 
or  acknowledged  as  a  divine  perfon,  or  as  the  true  Mef- 
fiati ;  and  as  though,  after  trial,  they  had  found  that 
there  is  neither  truth  nqr  goodnefs  in  him,  or  in  his 


T  Forthc  earth 
rl:irh  JriiikeHi 
the  rain  tint 
oi.-ncih  ofr  up nn 

and 

forth  herbs  meet 

1  forthembywh^m 

it  is  rc* 

ctkeih  bkffiog 
■  from  God : 


gofpel ;  and  fo  they  moft  pcrverfcly  Ihut  themfely.tsout 
from  all  the  benefit  of  his  crucifixion,  and  c  a  trie  his  glo¬ 
rious  name  to  be  blafpheuiecJ  in  the  world* 


7  For,  ro  (how  the  difference  between  true  believers 
and  thofe  that  are  only  partakers  of  the  illuminations 
and  miraculous  operations  of  the  Spirit,  by  a  fimilitude 
taken  from  a  fruitful  and  barren  foil,  true  believers  are 
like^w/  ground^  (Mat*  xiiL  23.)  which  receives  good 
feed,  and  is  (baked  with,  and  drinks  in  the  rain  that 
often  defeends  upon  it  in  fca  fan  able  (bowers,  as  the 
word,  or  din  antes  and  influences  of  the  Spirit  do  upon 
the  hearts  of  believers,  to  make  them  fruitful:  And  as. 


in  confequence  hereof,  this  fort  of  earth,  being  thus 
kindly  impregnated,  brings  forth  graft  and  corn, 

flowers,  and  all  ufefol  herbs,  that  are  pleating  and  pro¬ 
fitable  to  thofe,  by  and  for  whom  it  is  tilled  and  culti¬ 
vated,  it  is  evidently  bleJTed  of  God,  as  the  author  of  all 
its  increafe,  and  he  will  fliil  further  command  the  blcf- 


&  Bat  that 
*!i  \cU  btdicLh 

thorns  and  brkrs 
if  rcj;Ocd,  aJid  fj 

ni^h 


fljng  upon  it,  even  as  he  did  upon  the  whole  earth  in 
hs  original  (late,  (Gen,  i*  11,290*  fo  true  believers, 
bang  renewed  by  grace,  bring  forth  fruits  of  righteouf- 
nets,  that  arc  by  Jefus  Chrift  acceptable  ro  God,  and 
for  his  praife  and  glory,  (PhiL  1*  1 1  * )  and  are  manifeftly 
under  bis-  fpecial  bleffing,  who  gives  their  increafe, 
(1  ten  ili,  7O  and  he  will  further  own  and  blefs  them, 
that  they  may  bring  forth  more  fruits  of  faith,  love, 
hoHnefe,  and  obedience,  yea,  all  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit, 
in  their  hearts  and  lives;  and  will  preferve  them  to  his 
heavenly  kingdom ;  and  fo  command  the  blefling  upon 
them,  evert  life  for  evermore *  (Pfah  cxsxiiw  3*) 

8  But  on  the  contrary,  thofe  profelTors  of  Chrift 
that  partake  only  of  the  foremcncioned  illuminations, 
external  means  and  advantages,  without  the  truth  of 
grace  in  their  hearts,  naturally  produce  nothing  but 

unbelief. 


3U 
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ni^  unfociirfin^ 
v  i*  .1  it  to 

be  burned. 


p  Bui,  Moved, 
we  arc  peri  bailed 
better  things  of 
you,  and  tilings 
That  accompany 
Ratios,  though 
ww  thus  fpcafc. 


re  For  God  is 
not  unrighteous, 
tr  forget  your 
work  and  labour 
of  love,  iihich  ye 
luve  fhe*ed  to- 
srard $  hit  jiiidc} 


unbelief,  impenitence  and  hardnefs  of  heart,  and  every 
kind  of  unfruitful  work  of  darknefs;  and  To  arc  like  the 
ground,  which  God  curfed  after,  and  on  account  of  the 
fall  of  man,  [Get u  iii.  17,  18.)  and  which,  notwith- 
ftandiug  all  the  rain  that  falls  upon  it,  brings  forth,  in* 
ftcad  of  plcafaut  and  ufeful  fruir,  nothing  but  briers  and 
thorns,  which*are  offenGve,  unprofitable,  and  injurious 
to  the  owner,  and  therefore,  upon  trial,  is  [*x***p-h) 
difipproved  of  by  him  that  manures  it,  even  as  thofc 
grievous  revokers  were  by  the  Lord,  who  fpoke  of 
them  as  reprobate  filvert  bicaujs  he  had  rejedei  them  : 
(Jer,  vi.  19,  33*)  And  all  fuch  barren  apofbteprofeflbrs 
arc  in  the  neareft  danger  of  falling  under  an  execution 
of  the  curfe  of  God  upon  them;  and  their  final  iffue 
is  ro  be  burned  up, like  briers  and  thorns,  [If  xxyii-  4.) 
and  like  chaff,  when  feparared  from  the  whe*t,  wi:h 
unquenchable  fire,  [Mai*  iii*  12.)  to  their  eternal 
dcftrutlinn,  as  this  earth  itfelf  (hall  be  at  the  laft  day. 
(2  Pit,  iii,  jo,) 

9  Bur  as  to  the  better  part  of  you,  my  dear  brethren, 

whom  I  look  upon  and  love,  as  beloved  of  Godj  and  as 
fmcere,  believers,  I  am  very  confident,  that  ye  arc  fa¬ 
voured  with  much  more  excellent  bl effing s  than  the 
apoftates  before-mentioned  ever  have  been  partakers  of; 
and  that  your  end  (lull  be  better  than  theirs,  (ver.  7. 
8-)  as  ye  are  enriched  with  the  bleflnigs  of  fpccul 
grace,  in  the  renovation  of  your  nature,  the  forgivenefs 
of  fin 3,  jufti fixation  and  adoption,  with  other  di (tin gtii th¬ 
ing  benefits,  that  contain  in  them,  flandc^ne£ted  with, 
and  (halt  certainly  iflue  in  the  eternal  falvation  of  your 
fools  though  for  your  caution,  and 

for  the  terror  of  falfc  profcffbrs,  I  have  fpoke  fo  freely 
of  the  danger  of  apoltatifing  from  the  profcfuon  of  Chrifl, 
after  an  enjoyment  of  fuch  high  privileges  as  have  been 
conferred  upon  them,  according  to  what  tus  been  faU 
about  them*  (ver,  4^  5,) 

10  This  my  firm  perfuafion  concerning  you  is  built 
upon  the  moll  folid  grounds:  It  rclb  upon  the  (lability 
of  the  covenant  of  grace,  ( ver .  17,  18*)  and  the  evident 
tokens  of  your  faying  imereti  in  it  r  For  as  God  is 
truth  itfelf,  we  may  depend  upon  it,  that  he  neither  1?, 
nor  ever  will  be  *  unfaithful  to  his  own  everlajling  co¬ 
venant  ^ 

T  E. 

mice  to  the  fniihfuhitfi  4/  in  fulfil  Sirs 
his  iuw*covniam  And  ye*  he 

may  Ik:  laid  fo  be  therein  jitft  to  the  merit  of 
his  Son  ton*  at  tlie  promi&il  blcf£:igfi 
tbe  pvrchaA  of  hit  Lbod,  Rom.  iii. 


N  0 

*  Unrivkteous  fimrtimes  G^nihes 

ttMf ailbfttll  iul  it  ufd  i:i  o;^.>rition  to 
(mt)  Ldi  tvi.  10*  and 
eofn/f  (land*  oppoted  to  troth  t  R^m.  ii^8. 
and  this  U  the  fenfc  in  which  i\  Teems  to  he 
me fl  immediately  intended  here,  *k«i 


a  vi. 

in  that  yc  have 
miniflrcd  ro  the 
fjin;;vand<lo  rrd* 

*:a-t 

Sm.Ji 


it  And  wedc* 

fotthatever  y  one 
ai  pu  60  thew 
tic  fame  dill* 
|rac*(  to  the  full 
alliance  of  hope 

mo  the  cud: 


ti  That  ye  be 
jar  ftubFul,  but 
ulEuwcrs  o]  th;m 
nIxMhrnudt  fii'h 
and  puiri:ee  itt- 
kr k  the  pro* 
nilh- 
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vtnant}  which  is  ordered  in  alt  things  f  and  fure%  (2  Sam. 
xxiii.  5.)  or  that*  in  violation  of  Sis  promifcs  of  graci¬ 
ous  rewards,  any  more  than  in  unrighteoufnefs  to  the 
merit  of  his  Son,  He  will  be  unmindful  of  your  work 
cf  fait  by  and  tafour  of  lave*  (r  Thefl+ i.  3,)  or  of  (hat 
etFc&ual  and  operative  faith,  which  he  has  wrought  in 
you,  and  which  hath  produced  a  fincere  and  laborious 
love,  as  the  principle  of  all  holy  obedience*  according 
to  what  ye  have  abundantly  manifefted,  in  your  religi* 
ous  regard  to  his  great  and  bleffrd  name  j  in  your  to* 
verential  fuhjeflion  to  his  authority  and  commands; 
and  in  your  ferious  concern  for  his  honour  and  glory* 
in  that,  as  in  many  other  Jjnftutices,  fo  particularly  in 
thefe  days  of  peril  and  reproach*  ye  have  cheerfully  and 
diligently-* trended  ro  the  various  duties  of  companion* 
temternefs,  and  affiftnnee,  counfel,  and  liberality*  to  his 
poor,  defpifed,and  aftlided  faints  for  his  fake  ;  ami  ftill 
perfift  in  all  the  offices  of  love  and  kmdnefs  to  them* 
on  account  of  their  peculiar  relation,  and  holy  confor¬ 
mity  to  him,  as  they  bear  his  name  and  image* 

11  Jiur,  (ft)  knowing  that  end  and  means  are  con- 
necked  in  his  gracious  fettlementj  I  cannot  but  earned- 
ly  defire,  beg  of  God,  and  intreat  you  to  labour  in  his 
ftrength,  that,  not  only  fome,  but  all  and  every  one  of 
you  may  mamfeftly  abound,  and  perfevere  in  the  fame 
diligent  care,  ftndy  and  endeavour,  as  many  of  yon 
have  already  fliowu,  in  bringing  forth  ibe  genuine 
fruits  of  faith  and  Jove  ;  and  that  ye  may  do  this  con- 
ftantly,  with  growing  improvement,  till  by  thefe 
means,  and  the  bleffingof  God  upon  them,  ye*  like  a 
fliip  that  is  carried  to  1I0  port  with  full  fails, 

(bill  arrive  at  the  fulled  fatis faction,  as  to  your  own 
hope  of  intcrjft  in  Chrift,  and  in  the  promifes  of  eter¬ 
nal  life,  that  it  is  well-grounded,  and  (hall  never  be 
difappomted;  and  till  ye  (ball  have  this  abundant  affix* 
ranee  of  faith  and  hope,  not  only  now  and  then,  but 
with  continuance  through  all  your  <hys  and  Chriftian 
courfe  upon  earth,  at  the  clofe  of  which  ye  fhali  receive 
ike  end  of  ymr  faith^  even  the  filvaihn  of  yourjjpuh* 
([  Per.  i-  9.) 

12  In  order  hereunto,  my  heart’s  defire  and  prayer 

is,  that  ye  m:,y  not  indulge  to  eafe  and  (loth,  by  being 
cardds*  indolent  or  negligent  in  the  ufe  of  the  means 
of  grace,  or  in  fulfilling  the  duties  of  your  holy  pro* 
feffion ;  but  may  be  imitators,  and  fo  tread 

in  the  fteps  of  ihofc  believers  in  thi&aud  the  former 
ages  that  have  gone  before  you  \  and  may  make  the 
be*l  of  your  way  after  them;  ye  having  as  much  en¬ 
couragement 
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courage  men  t  hereunto,  as  rhey  themfclves  had,  who 
through  faith  in  the  prom  its,  and  through  a  patient 
expectation  of  their  accomplishments  in  cl ue  feafon,  and 
who  poffcfitng  their  own  fouls  with  patience  in  the 
mean  while,  under  thtir  various  trials,  are  now  got 
beyond  the  reach  of  all  troubles  and  danger,  and  are  in 
poilUhon  of  the  heavenly  inheritance,  which  God  had 
promifed  them,  and  which  ye  in  the  fame  way  Dial!, 
thro*  grace,  be  like  wife  made  partakers  of  *. 

For  vhtn  *3  And,  for  the  further  encouragement  of  your 
God  made  pro-  hope,  and  perfeve  ranee  in  faith  and  patience  to  the  end, 

tan  betaufe  ™c  ought  to  con fid er  how  punctually  faithful  and  true 

coaid  fwcar  ts  in  perCprming  his  promifea,  and  how  gracoudy 

no  greawT,  he  he  has  cond  decoded  to.gire  us  the  utmoft  atTurancc  of 
twirc  by  him  far*  jt:  pof  t£}  ;njtance  jn  the  great  leading  promife,  nn 

the  fulfilling  of  which  all  the  reft  of  the  promifed 
bfcflmgs  of  the  new  covenant  depend,  When  God  was 
plcafed  to  give  Abraham,  the  father  of  the  faithful,  the 
faftly  important  promife  of  an  innumerable  offspring, 
from  which  the  Mcfliah  htmfcif  fliouU  defeenef,  in 
iffhem  all  nations  of  the  earth Jbould  be  btcjftdf  Gen.  xxii. 
1 6,  17.)  he  confirmed  it  by  an  oath,  (wr*  17.)  to  give 
him  the  ftrongeft  evidence  tbit  it  fhouU  certainly 
take  effort  5  and  becaiife  there  was  no  God  above  him, 
or  no  being  fupeuor  to  himfelf,  to  whom  he  could  appeal 
for  the  truth  of  what  he  faid,  as  we  do  to  kirn  in  our 


folemn  oaths,  as  to  one  infinitely  greater  than  our* 
fdves,  he  applied  to  his  own  being  and  perfections,  and 
as  it  were  pawned  them  for  the  truth  and  performance 

of  his  promife,  infemuch  that  he  would  as  foon  ceafe 
to  as  break  it. 


H  O  T  E. 


*  By1'  them*  «lto  thronf'h  faith  and  pft* 
”  tiencc  the  promifts/’  is  gcniraily 

uariertiood  to  be  mtint  the  ratriarrhs  of 
old,  (iiat  inherit  cicn:al  life ;  But  as  it  is  lai d 
of  them,  dupt  xL  i^  u  theft  sll  dkd  in 
“  fetth,  not  having  rcAdveJ  dir  pr™ifc*>'* 
Others  hive  thought  that  thr  Gentile*,  who 
had  already  believed.  arid  were  partaker*  of 
the  plfMmfes  are  here  iuteiaded.  (Sea  Mr 
Pierce  on  the  piuc.  Uowcvc rT  1  think  that 
jdfage  miy  be  ufi|r  under  flood  iifa 

very  contment  with  a  foppofitton,  that  the 
Fainarcb*  arc  lure  referred  to:  Fur  though 
they  did  not  lAtully  itvdvc  the  accoTnphfti- 
meat  of  the  promt tes  of  the  and 

the  hleffingi  of  the  fofrd  upon  cu-h, 
vhkh  are  there  referred  th;y  did  receive 

the  pn>*ni1o  of  thecfrrW  iuhtritaw  tu  hee- 
tcnt  which  ftem  to  he  liert  mod  immnfii^ 
ly  intended,  as  the  upfhot  of  all  the  pro- 
tuiics  of  the  coven  ini  cf  pits? :  there- 


lure,  if  the  apnflJo  bad  any  view  to  ihe  be- 
liev  ng  Gattiks*  there  is  r**  n*vd  (j  iv:*::- 
dcr  it  of  the  talk Patriarch?; 

And  jj ibtrUiw  Che  prunHc*,  lignitas  afitf- 
**  ally  pofla/Iing  the  ihin^*  piuiiuftd  (•* 
though  faith  the  tieniUc;  in¬ 

heriting  (he  prettied  bfrtfiup  of  the  gclf-cl* 
fUtt,  «,  the  blirflmg  of  Ahiiiham  came  up¬ 
on  them  through  Jeius  Cliritt,  and  they  re¬ 
ceived  ihe  promile  ct'  the  Spirit  throii/h 
faith,  (Gal.  lit.  14*)  yet  Chnftiati  fatiwe 
IUU(t  be  fuppofcd  n  Jicr  to  fnllvnr  iifttr  their 
poCU-fEcn  of  ihcfr,  than  to  £0  btjhrt  it  * 
Accordingly, are  uktdly 
tpokeft  of  i;i  Iciipture^  as  preceding*  and  a 
the  means  of  p£ifbti&  the  hcavuik- 

iFiiierit&n^c«a>  *n  X.  J7,  38.  and  x:i. 
itz*  lr'riidkiii.  j*  James i.  j,  ^  11,  and  e» 
and  1  Pci.  v,  5.  asd  in  o*-t  codjea:,  vcr.  1  j* 
It  i>  fiid,  that  **  iiuv  A  lira:  tana  h^d  pa:i?j:- 
u  If  endured,  he  uUC4i*:cil  ibc  protniie,1* 


Ch.  tJp 

14  ftW* 

fc,  bteffinf,  I  will 
UfT*  the*,  and 
isxJtiplymgJwill 
multiply  thee. 
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tj  And  foj  af¬ 
ter  he  hid  pit 
tiently  endured , 
be  obtained  tie 
pwife. 


14  Saying,  I  will  abundantly  and  certainly  blels  thee, 
as  with  a  rich  variety  of  the  goad  things  of  this  life,' 
fo  efpecially  with  an  innumerable  pafterity,  like  the 
ftars  of  heaven,  and  the  fand  ca  the  tea-fhore  for  mul¬ 
titude  ;  and  one  of  thy  defcendencs  IhaU  be  the  Melfiah 
himfelf,  in  whom  qat  only  thy  natural  offspring  a- 
mong  the  Jrwi,  but  Gentiles  alfa  in  every  nation  of 
the  ftorld,  even  all  tby  fpiriiual  children  of  bo|h  forts, 
that  walk  in  the  fteps  of  thy  faith,  (hall  be  bleffed 
with  all  fpiritual  and  heavenly  biddings.  {Gen-  xxii. 
16,-18.) 

j  j  And  accordingly,  after  Abraham  had  waited  with 
patience  and  hope,  under  the  many  trials  of  bis  faith 
that  be  was  exercifed  with,  God  fulfilled  this  eminent 
promife  in  blefiing  him,  not  only  with  gTeat  proibertty 
in  worldly  affairs,  but  more  efpecially  m  giving  ntm  a 
fon,  and  multiplying  his  children  while  be' lined ;  and 
fo  he  enjoyed  the  promifed  bleffmg  in  them,  as  a  pledge 
and  earned  of  all  the  red  that  were  to  be  brought  in 
by  his  mod  glorious  dependent,  the  Meffiah  himfelf, 
vihofe  day  he  fans  with  an  eye  of  faith,  and  was  gladt 
(John  viii.  56.);  and  when  he  came  to  die,  he  himfelf, 
through  faith  in  the  great  promifed  feed,  obtained  the 
inheritance  of  eternal  life,  [Lsie  xvi.  23.)  which  U  the 
final  ifliie  and  confummation  of  all  the  promifes,  and 
-  which  (hall  be  like  wife  enjoyed  by  all  his  fpiritual  feed, 
through  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith,  (Ram.  iv.  13,  j6. 
and  Gal.  tii.  18,  22.)  after  they,  like  him,  fhatl  have 
run  with  patience  the  race  which  is  fet  before  them, 
looking'  to  Jefus,  &c.  {chap.  xii.  1,  2,)  In  this  coftde- 
feending  manner,  God  was  pleafed  to  give  the  fulteft 
affurance  poflible  of  his  veracity,  according  to  the  mofl- 
vaiid  and  approved  method,  that  men  ufe  to  take  to  fa* 
tisfy  their  fellow-creatures  of  the  troth  of  what  they 
affirm  and  promife. 

id  For  it  is  coftomary  with  men,  on  important  oo* 
ca  lions,  to  bind  their  depofitions  and  promifes  with  an. 
oath  *,  and  they  indeed  (f»*)  as  is  fit  in  the  nature  of 
things,  and  is  ordered  by  a  divine  command,  ( Deus, 
vi.  13.)  fwear  by  the  fupreme  Goil,  who  is  tnfinirdy 
greater  than  ourfelves,  to  give  the  utmoft  folemnicy 
and  fan&ion  to  their  oath  f ;  And  fuch  fort  of  fweariog, 
to  confirm  the  truth  of  what  they  fay,  is  commonly  and 
jiiflly  reckoned  by  men  the  ft  rouge  ft,  and  molt  dedfive 
evidence,  that  can  be  given  of  the  truth  of  their  de* 

da  rations, 

H  O  T  E. 

^  ♦  Tbit  tbowf  that  a  JoUmn  oath,  and  p,r-  of  fjci’ij  and  e!!rjia,m,  arc  lawful,  when 
tkutalj  0 i  '•h  fYCMtjfcr}  sasurt,  liic  oaths  Lsitu  in  uxligujat  maiinerj  nailer  tb£  jof* 

Jptl' 
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17  Wherein 
God,  vill'ng  ranrr 
•bQodsQtly  to 
Jbcw  noto  tbc 
bcift  of  pcumiic 

the  itnmuLVJitf 
of  hi*  oounfeL* 


coo  firmed 
an  oath : 


it  by 


if  That  by  two 
immatabltttingc, 

dn  :  which  it  vat 
impoffiMeforGod 
10  lie,  wc  might 
have  a.  flremg 
con  fetation,  who 
bate  fled  for  re- 
fngt  to  lay  hold 
upon  the  hopefet 
before  ui ; 


clarions,  to  the  fatisfyingof  all  doubts,  determining  all 
debates,  and  filcncing  all  contradiction,  to  the  testimony 
given,  or  to  the  teftifier. 

17  In  this  ftrongeft  way  therefore,  that  men  can 
take  to  put  an  end  to  alt  doubts  and  comroverfies,  the 
great  God  has  Hooped  to  accommodate  bimfelf  to  the 
wcaknefiof  men,  as  being  gradually  inclined  and  re^ 
folved  to  give  them  the  utmoft  fatisfa£tion,  with  Hill 
more  abundant  evidence  chan  was  absolutely  nccdTary, 
or  is  commonly  thought  to  be  given  barely  by  a  pro- 
mile,  that  he  might  demon  ft  rate  to  his  people,  whom 
he  has  made  the  heirs  of  all  the  promifes,  and  of  the 
bl tilings  included  in  that  to  Abraham  \  and  might  fatif- 
fy  them,  that  his  promife  is  as  fure  to  them  as  it  was 
to  him,  and  that  his  free  and  eternal  purpofe  and  in* 
finitely  wife  counfel  of  peace,  which  he  has  revealed 
and  afeertained  in  the  promife,  is  unchangeably  the 
fame,  and  never  lhall  be  repealed,  defeated,  or  Edfilicd: 
For  this  reafon,  I  fay,  he  corn!  efee  tided  fo  far,  as  to 
fwear  to  it  by  himfelf,  and  fo  he  has  as  it  were  fealed 
his  promife  by  a  iblemn  oath,  interpoGng  that  (vw'» 
•?**)  for  Us  performance,  to  put  an  end  to  ail  the  un¬ 
believing  objections,  doubts,  and  fears,  which  he  fore- 
fa  vr  his  own  children,  under  a  fenfe  of  their  u  n  worth*- 
oefs,  and  of  the  difficulty  and  unlikelihood  of  iu  ac¬ 
compli  fhment,  would  be  apttoraife  about  it. 

1 8  That  fo  hyiwo  unchangeable  things,  his  promife 
and  his  oath,  in  either,  and  much  more  in  both,  of 
which,  it  is  abfotutely  impo {fibre  that '.the  unaherabie 
true  and  faithful  God,  with  wham  is  no  variabknefs , 
neither  Jhadaw  of  turning*  (jam.  i.  17.)  and  who  can  as 
foon  ceafe  to  be  GW,  as  ceafe  to  be  Um%  we  might 
have  the  firmed  ground  poftible  for  the  moil  abundant, 
prevailing,  and  folid  comfort,  and  might  poffefs  it  with 
unfhaken  confidence,  and  the  fweetclt  delight  in  our 
own  fouls,  to  overcome  all  our  doubts  and  fears,  and 
fupport  us  under  all  our  trials  and  afflictions  ;  even  we, 
who,  like  the  man  flayer  under  the  hw,  that  (lew  to  the 
city  of  refuse  for  bis  life,  (AM.  xxxv,  n,  n.)  have 
been  enabled  to  fly,  under  a  fenfe  of  guilt  and  danger, 

with 
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Oil  proper  oeofionsunlaJr.ftd,  or  inexpedient: 
And.  both  bdore  the  ta*'  at  Mutes,  and  un* 
<icr  it,  ure  often  read  of  ihe.itiofl  rtlifioiii 
penonst  .fpcaitiug  thcmfcivc*,  aurt  requiring 
an  oath  from  othcr%  forthi  vriott  ftnon£ly 
afee  ruining  the  truth  af  what  they  find.  Sc: 
among  cthtr  places*  Gfn.  xk£,  13, 14.  and 
xxiv,  3,  and  xtaiU  p-  Jofb*  it.  it,  zt 
Jaflg.  xv:  i*.  and  1  Sam.  ::x,  17.  and 
a*,  1$}  '(See  a-lfo  ibc  u&e  on  Mat.  v*  3*-) 


NO 

pekCUtc;  otherwise  the  ap'tfMe  would  never 
hare  fpnJic  of  an  oath  with  fe  much  honour, 
ua  proper  means  of  conBrtaitibti,  to  put 
u  cpdto  all  and  Cod  hiiofdf,  under 

the  la^  had  enjoined  that  Totem n  oaths 
fanridh  be  ialmi  by  his  people  for  fuch 
purpofes  In  Jcvcnl  cafe*,  a*  in  Lxod.  xxii. 
mV  Numb.  xxt.  i/  Dcui.  vl*  1 3.  But  vre 
may  U  fure,  that  he-w-?ukl  ncv'ir  have  talHf 
thde  injunction*  upon  :h«a,  were  (wearing, 
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19  Winch  bft 
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(hnrof  ttc 
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rtlun  the  vail. 


to  Whither  the 
L'fcfunncr  is  far 
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plus*  made  an 
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"with  the  utrnofl  eagernete  and  fpeed,  concern,  and  vi¬ 
gour,  for  deliverance  from  purfuing  wrath  and  jttflice, 
and  for  fafery  jn  Chritt,  the  pro  mi  fed  feed  ;  to  appre* 
hend  and  fix  by  faith  on  him,  and  op  .  the  grace  and 
faithfulnefc  of  God  through  him,  according  to  the  pro* 
mites,  which  are  all  confirmed,  and  ihall  be  fulfilled 
even  ro  eternal  life,  by  him j  who,  together  with  all 
That  is  in  him  f,  is  propofed  to  our  faith  and  hope  in 
the  declarations  and  pro  mites  of  the  gofpel,  that  we 
may  have  reconrte  ro  him  for  our  fupport  and  com¬ 
fort  under  all  tribulations  here,  and  for  our  cverlafting 
happinefij  hereafter. 

19  Which  obje£k  of  hope,  as  laid  hold  on,  or  hoped 
and  tr  tided  in  by  faith,  that  goes  out  of  onrfelves  to  ir, 
has  a  mighty  efficacy,  botb  to  fccure  our  fouls  front 
dedrudion,  and  to  hold  them  foftand  flrady  amidftall 
thc^angers  and  troubles  of  this  pretent  life,  as  a  ftrong 
anchor,  cad  out  of  a  (hip,  does  the  yeffel  that  is  tolled 
about  by  the  winds  and  waves  of  a  tempefluous  fea: 
And  as  Chrift  himfelf,  the  objeQ  of  this  hope,  is  patted  * 
through  the  region  of  the  air,  into  the  place  of  God’s 
peculiar  rcGdence  and  glory  \  (as  the  high  prieft  under 
the  law  palfod  through  the  fccond  vail  into  the  holy  of 
holies,  chap*  ix.  3,  7.)  fo  our  hope  in  Chrift  cults  an¬ 
chor,  not  downwards,  as  other  anchors  aie  call  down 


to  the  bottom  of  the  tea  ;  but  upwards,  as  it  enters 
through  the  vifible  heavens  after  him,  into  that  glori¬ 
ous  world  which  lyes  beyond  them,  and  is  hid  by 
them,  as  by  a  vail,  from  our  corporal  light ;  and  there 
it  fallens  upon  him,  and  the  Father  through  him,  as 
exhibited  iti  the  promifes, 

70  Into  which  blefled  and  glorious  ft  ate  our  exalted 
Head  and  Saviour  is  entered,  not  indeed  like  the  A&r$* 
meal  high  priefte  of  old,  with  rcFpeG  to  their  going 
alone,  through  the  vail,  into  the  holy  place,  without 

*  any 

N  0  T  K. 


]  Hop?  in  this,  and,  perhaps,  in  the  oext 
tct(g;~cbiiii0I  util  mean  the  of  hope 

thit  hiti  it$;  for  it  is  &td  to  he  a  a  hope 
“  fet  before  us/*  and  a  hope  which  “  we  dy 
f(  ro*  and  fay  hold  upon/'  in  Station  to 
11  the  m;nflayci'’s  flying  to  the  city  of  re- 
u  fu^c/’  and  laying  hold  pf  the  hope  pro¬ 
vided  for  his  fecurity  there ;  aod  it  is  catted 
an  “anchor  of  the  foul,  fere  and  fled  fa  fi/ 
mallufio*  to  the  anchor  of  a  (hip,  which 
d ccs  not  hold  it  ftedfaft,  as  it  it  In  [ha  fliip 
hlHf,  but  as  rat)  out  of  it,  and  fattening  on 
flue  grovnd  atjd  iliftancefrbfn  it.  HtPf  there* 
fire  [here  wdrufej,  and  in  this  rerfe  tTmtUt 
fyxfci,  the  objeft  of  hope,  that  which  Ufo- 


ftd  U\  as  it  often  dors  in  other  places*  pan!* 
culdily  in  AOs  Kxviii.  an.  and  t  Tim,  i.  1* 
anilihisobjcOof  it  moddircftly  neins.C^, 
tvho  is  t;  c  bvfi  which  is  faid  to  have  "  cr- 
tered  into  that  wiihin  the  vail;"  and  yet 
the  and  God  through  him,  accord¬ 

ing  to  tbcpromiJes,  which  are  all  M  Yea  and 
**  Amen  in  him/*  1  Cor.  u  10.  and  which 
bad  been  ipokeo  of  in  the  torrid  tig  con* 
text,  may  be  confide  red  as  included  toge*. 
tbar  with  Ckrtfl,  as  the  die fj  of  our  hopes 
But  we  cannot  be  /Vfd  to  fay  hojj,  and  caft 
anchor  on  him,  without  ao  cxerclir  ctf  the 
gTvt?  of  fiopc  in.  him* 
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Ligh  prlcft  for  any  other  being  allowed  to  go  thither  after  them* 

dcr  oV^McIcbife-  (chap*  >*•  7*)  5  but  as  the  pledge  and  earned  of  our  to!- 

d«#  lowing  him,  that  are  trus  believers  in  him*  who  is  gone 

thither  in  a  double  public  capacity  for  our  fafety  ami 
happinefs,  and  to  ac\  there  for  us;  One  is  that  of  a 
fore  runner  who*  as  fuch,  declares  what  he  has  done 
and  fufFered  on  upon  earth,  to  make  way  for  our  arrival 
after  him,  and  notifies  in  heaven,  that  we  in  due  time 
and  order  are  coming  to  be  there  with  him ;  he  alfo 
prepares,  fecures*  and  rakes  poflvflton  of  glorious  man- 
tons  there  for  us,  (John  xiv«  2,  and  Ephef  H*  6»)  and 
makes  ail  things  ready  for  our  entrance  into  the  holiert 
of  all  after  him  by  faith  now,  (chap,  x.  iq,— 12»)  and 
for  our  perfonal  entrance  in  due  time,  that  w  may be 
for  ever  with  himy  where  he  is7  to  behold  his  glory f  (John 
xvii,  24.)  And  the  other  public  character,  in  which 
he  is  entered,  is  that  of  an  high  priejl^  which  Jefus 
our  Saviour  is*  who,  as  has  been  observed,  {cbap*v*  6,) 
is  conftituted  in  that  office,  not  indeed  after  the  order 
of  Aarons  which  was  temporary  and  (ucctffive,  from  one 
Rge  to  another;  but  after  the  much  higher  order  of 
Mclthifedet ,  as  an  interceding,  as  well  as  atoning 
high  prieft,  that  has  no  fuccdfor,  but  abides  in  his 
perfon  and  office  for  ever*  (See  the  note  on  chap*  v. 
io.)  This  brings  us  to  the  refemblance  there  is  be* 
tween  Chrift  and  Melcbifcdec>  which  was  propofed 
{chap*  v,  io,  11,  and  vi.  1  >—3*}  to  be  coiifidered  parti¬ 
cularly  and  at  large;  andihali  be  now  explained  la  the 
following  comparifon  between  them,  chap*  vii. 


REC  OLLECTIONS. 


How  incumbent  is  it  on  gofpcl~proFcflbrs  to  be  progreffive  in  aH  fpiritual  un- 
derftauding  I  Though  the  fftft  principles  of  religion  mult  be  mainetl  and  adhered 
to,  fuch  as  the  doftrinesof  repentance  and  fait  hi  (which  were  hgoiAed  by  legal 
walkings  and  impo  fit  ions  of  hands)  and  the  doctrines  of  the  refur  red  kn  and  a 
judgment  to  come  ;  yet  we  ought  not  to  flop  here*  hut  to  advance  forwards*  in 
Ail)  fublimer  points  of  the  golpcl,  for  further  edification  in  faith,  00m fort,  and 
hoi  me  ft  unto  complete  fob  at  Ion,  How  great  is  the  danger  comers  profiJlrsAtLl 
a  re  pa  rtakcr a  only  of  fuck  gr  ft  s  u  f  t  he  $  pint ,  w  ht  ther  ordinary  o  r  ext  raordin  ary  t  as  arc 
common  to  nominal  and  real  Cluiftians  T  They  may  haee  thefe,  and  yet  may  have 
no  more  than  fuch  a  t n/tc  of  the  good  things  rvf  thegofpel,  as  their  carnal  hearts 
Ibon  difreli/U  and  reject;  ami  fo  may  apofistixe  from  their  profeilicm  of  Chrul, 
and,  like  barren  ground  that  brings  forth  no! lung  but  briers  and  thorn*  may  be 
ddapproved  of  God*  and  in  the  neartft  danger  of  falling  under  executions  of  h!s 
wrath  and  curfe,  as  fuel  fit  for  c  verb  fling  bnmnigs:  And  this  will  certainly  be 
the  dreadful  end  of  utter  apqjiata^  who,  as  much  as  in  them  lyes,  crucify  the 

Sun 


HO 

: .+  A  fore-runner  is  wont  to  he  Ufi  iw  digmty 
than  thole  that  arc  to  follow  him :  but  Chrifr 
ft  infinitely  fupcrinr  to  m*  and  does  more  for 
us  by  way  of  cafuaihy,  amrantfiOriiative  ma, 
lugemcut  in  his  own  righ^  than  any  other 
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fore-runner  could  d^for  thofe  that  wt«  m 
Come  after  him  ;  and  if  ft  a  high  honour  put 
upon  all  the  iaim*,  that  they  have  fuch  a 
glorious  ft  ire  1-  runner  a*  Jesus  to 
hi  lliv  practice  ui  God  £ji  them. 
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Son  of  God  again,,  and  put  him  to  open  frame !  and  fo  defperate  is  their  cafe* 
that  they  cannot  poffibly  be  recovered  to  true  repentance-  But  O  how  fafe  and 
happy  are  tbofe  that  are  partakers  of  fpecfal  grace*  They  are  favoured  with  bet¬ 
ter  things,  even  things  that  ftand  connected  with*  and  frail  certainly  ifluc  in 
tteroal  frlvation ;  For  the  faithful  God  will  be  ever  mindful  of  his  covenant-en¬ 
gagements,  afcd  of  their  faith,  and  labour  of  love,  which  they  m  an  i  ft  ft  toward 
himfelf*  in  affcttionatdy  mimftring  to  the  frintfi,  for  his  fake,  in  olx'dience  to 
hit  command*  afid  for  the  glory  of  his  name;  they  arc  like  good  ground,  that 
brings  forth  excellent  fruit,  acceptable  to  God  through  Jcfus  Ohrid  ;  and  are  un¬ 
der  a  divine  WtfGng  for  improvement  unto  eternal  lift-  And  O  what  a  furt  and 
MeJTed  ground  of  hope  have  they  in  that  promife  and  oath  of  God,  that  his  un¬ 
alterable  counfd  of  wifilom  and  love  Concerning  them  frail  be  accomplished  J 
As  folemn  oaths  arc  juftly  deemed  the  ftrongeft  teflimony  for  confirming  deposi¬ 
tions  among  men ;  fo  the  mod  high  God  has  condescended  to  fw ear  folemnly  by 
himfdf,  to  fatisfy  the  heirs  of  firfvatioEi  about  the  veracity  of  his  promife,  accord¬ 
ing  to  bis  eternal  counfcl,  which  is  unchangeable  and  irrcwiiWy  confirmed  to 
them,  indike  manner  as  it  was  to  Abraham*  They  ought  therefore  to  depend 
firmly  upon  it  for  their  abundant  confutation  ;  and  this  fro  aid  engage  their  utmoft 
care  and  diligence,  in  the  ufe  of  aft  the  means  of  grace,  and  in  an  eWrcifiT of 
faith  and  love  with  perfeverancc  therein,  that  they  may  attain  a  fu-1  aflu  ranee  of 
hope,  and  that  to  the  end  of  their  days,  as  followers  of  them  who  through  frith 
and  patience  inherit  the  promifes.  And  O  how  titfe  arfd  folid  is  the  hope,  that 
has  Chrift,  and  a  promiiing  God  in  him,  for  its  object,  and  flies  for  refuge  to  him! 
This  is  an  anchor  of  the  foul  both  fure  and  ftedfaft,  and  enters  into  heaven  itfdf, 
after  our  exalted  Head  and  Saviour,  who  is  £one  thither,  as  an  incomparably 
glorious  Forerunner,  an<J_as  our  great  High  Pncfty  after  the  order  of  MekhiJiM, 
who  ever  lives  to  ertakfc  intercdSort  fot  us. 
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The  apcjlU  returns  from  his  digram  to  the  ecmparijhn  he  had  propofed 
to  make  between  t he  prieflhwd of  Mdchiftdec  and  of  Chrijiy  in  which 
he  gives  an  account  if  Melchifedec,  i*— 3*  Shews  the  excellency  cf 
bis  above  the  Levicical  priejtheod \  ^ — io,  Applies  all  this  to  Ghrijf* 
tofet  forth  the  Juperhr  dignity  and  perfection  of  his  priejlkeod ,  evcii 
to  the  fuperceding  and  difannulling  *f  that)  which  was  after  the  cr¬ 
ier  sf  Aaron  under  the  law,  Hy—  24,  And  draws  an  inference 
from  tbi$t  to  the  encouragement  of  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  churchy 

25,— z8- 


Test. 

fcOR  thb  Mel- 
dtiiedrt  king 
of  Salem,  pH  eft 
of  the  moft  high 
God,  who  met 
Abraham  return¬ 
ing  from  the 
llmghier  of  the 
kmgf,  addblefled 
him; 
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rPO  proceed ,  then  to  (how  the  excellency  of  Ch  rift's 
^  priefthood,  It.  bears  the  moft  eminent  correfpou- 
dence  to  that  of  Melchifedec^hVch  ratify  exceeded  that 
of  Aaron :  For  this  .famous  Mc/chi/tdec,  after  vhofe  or¬ 
der  Chritl  is  an  High  Pricft,  as  has  been  mentioned 
once  and  again,  [chap,  v,  10.  fcfc  the  note  there,  and 
vi,  20.)  and  of  whom  our  Lord  is  the  great  antitype 
both  in  bis  kingly  and  prheftly  office  :  This  MtichifcdtCy 
was  a  certain  renowned  king  of  JerufeUm ,  anciently* 
called  £a/*m,  (PL  Ixxvt.  2.)  ;  and  that  he  might  b~  th& 
fitter  type  of  Cbrift,  he  was  alfo  an  eminent  pried  ; 
peculiarly  appointed  and  conlUtuted,  as  fucli,  by  the 

t  X  only 
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only  living  and  true  God  to  minifter  before  him,  who 
is  far  exalted  above  all  gods*  (Pf.  'xcvii.  2.)  }  and 
he  was  fo  great  a  man  in  his  perfon  and  office,  that 
when  the  patriarch  Abiaham  returned  from  his  eon- 
queft  and  daughter  of  the  four  Icings  of  the  aations 
round  about  him,  Melcbifedec  met  and  entertained  him 

with  bread  and  wine:  and  in  the  execution  of  his 

*  ■  _ 

prieftly  office*  authoritatively  pronounced  a  bkffing 
upon  him*  {Gen*  xiv.  i  S,™20*) ;  and  fo  be  was  z  high 
prieft,  prior  and  fuperior  to  Aaron^  not  of  one  nation 
only*  as  Aarm  was;  bat  of  all  nations  of  the  earth, 
before  Ifracl  were  feparated,  as  a  peculiar  people  to  the 
Lord ;  and  he  therein  was  the  more  exadt  and  complete 
type  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  high  pried  of  Gtntilts>  as 


a  To  who m  al¬ 
io  Abrdhaiti  gave 
a  tenth  part  uf 
tit ;  firft  b:tng 
br  interpretation 
king  of  rijjfitc* 
oufctfs,  and  after 
that  alio,  king  uf 
Salem  t  which  ls> 
king  of  peace; 


well  as  Jmn.  (1  Juimii.  it  2.} 

2  To  this  Melchifedec  alio,  Abraham ,  in  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  his  fuperior  character  of  prieflhood,  paid 
tithes,  which  were  the  tenth  part  of  all  the  {polls  that 
he  bad  taken  jn  the  war,  (Gen.  xiv,  20. ) — As  to  his 
titles,  in  which  he  was  a  remarkable  type  of  Chrift, 
Ke  was,  according  to  the  fignification  of  his  name. 
King  of  rigbteoufnefs,  being  a  juft  and  holy  man  in 
himfelf,  and  in  the  adminiftration  of  bis  government: 


and  then  (<*«*«/<  *««)  he  -Was  alfo,  by  a  denomination 
taken  from  Salem,  the  place  where  he  was  king,  ftiled, 
according  to  the -meaning  of  that  word,  Xing  of  peace, 
which  was  the  effe£k  of  his  righteous  government}  and 
fo  he  was  a  proper  and  lively  type  of  Chrift,  who  is 
anointed  of  ,God  to  his  kingly,  as  well  as  prieftly  office  ; 
is  finiefs,  holy,  and  righteous  in  his  own  peifon,  (wr. 
2 6.);  loves  rightepoftiefa  and  hares  iniquity}  and  the 
feeptre  'of  whofc  kingdom  is  a  right  fceptre ,  (P£.  xlv. 
6,  7.)  who  is  aJfothe  Lord  our  right  coufn  efts,  by  whole 
obedience  many  are  made  righteous ;  (Jer,  xciii.  6.  and 
Fvom.  v,  19.)  And,  as  the  fruit  of  this,  he  is  the 
Prince  of  peace ,  (If,  ix.  6.)  behaving  made  peace  with 
God,  and  reconciled  us  to  him  by  the  blood  of  his  crofs, 
{Epheft.  ii,  14, — 16.)  and  thereupon  preached  peace; 
and  ^e  is  the  author  of  all  the  hteflings  of  (piritual 
-peace,  and  pTofperity,  and  of  an  affectionate  and  holy 
harmony  among  his  fubje£ts  between  the mfelves,  in 
the  adminiftration  of  bis  kingdom,  as  well  as  of  peace 
of  confdence  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  their  own 
fouls. 


1  Without  fa* 

ther,  without  mo* 

tber,  without 
icsai,  bifingnei- 

tber 


2  As  to  Mflchifedtfs  'originate "  It  ts  porpofety  con¬ 
cealed  in  the  feripture-hiftoty  of  him,  which  gives  no 
account  of  bis  father  or  mother;  nor  do  we  'find  any 
genealogy  of  fits  pri  eft  hood,  *%  we  do  of  Aaron  and  his 

family, 


Cb.  -rii. 
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thff  ixginoln  j  of  family, or  of  the Levidcal  priefts,  whoiV  father  vos  Aaron, 
&ys  me  cad  of  gD(j  mother*  in  their  feveral  generations  was  to 

like  onto  the  Son  be  an  Sfraaite ,  (Lev.  vm,  2.  and  xxi.  14.)  He  did 
«f  Ooi, abideth  *  oot,  like  them,  defeend  from  Aaron ,  or  derive  his  pc- 
pfidlreodflwfljr.  g$giee  from  any  family  of  priefthood  whatsoever, 

there  having  been  none  of  that  office  among  any  prede- 
ceflbrs  in  his  houfe ;  nor  indeed  is  there  the  lead  account 
of  any  anctftors  that  he  had ;  nor  hare  we  any  record 
either  of  his  birth  or  death*  or  of  the  beginning  or  end 
of  his  priefthood;  but  he  is  mentioned  without  any  no* 
-tice  taken  of  either  of  thefe,  as  though  he  had  never 
began  to  he  in  any  date  of  time,  and  had  never  expired 
and  cometoan  end  of  his  IUe,  or  priefthood  :  But  * 
he  is  reprefented  in  this  peculiar  manner*  with  regard 
to  all  thefe  particulars*  that  he  might  be  a  more  emi¬ 
nent  figure,  and  bear  the  higheft  refemblance  poffible 
of  the  eternal  Son  of  God*  who  in  his  human  nature 
had  no  earthly  father;  nor  was,  any  more  than  Met* 
(bifedec,  of  the' tribe  of  Levij  and  in  his  divine  nature 
had  no  mother*  nor  any  human  parentage  at  all ;  but 
was  from  everlalUng  to  everlafting  God,  and  his  defig- 
nation  to^frr,  by  cove nant-conftitution,  was  before  ail 
worlds :  And  as  he  is  the  fame  yeferday,  to-day,  and 
for  evert  (chap,  ruin  3.)  fo  he  continues  ewrlaftingly, 
fingly  and  alone,  without  any  predecclfor  or  fucceflbr, 
as  well  as  without  any  partner  in  his  prieftiy  office,  in 
which  he  ever  lives  to  make  intercejfion  for  them  that 
come  unto  Cod  by  him.  (ver.  25.) 

«  Now  confi*  4  Now,  in  order  to  your  having  the  more  exalted 
dnhovgmtihU  thoughts  of  the  excellency  and  dignity  of  ChriiVs  pridt- 

°i(!e  hood,  and  being  convinced  of  the  danger  of  adherirg 
pitiardi  Ab»-  to  that  of  the  Levitical  tribe*  I  deftre that  ye  wuuiu 
h>m  the  carefully  obferve,  and  attentively  reflect  upon  the  fore- 
tenth  of  the  Jboils.  going  account  of  Melebifedeet  that  ye  may  fee  hew  un. 

commonly  great  a  man  he  was*  in  his  office  and  fa¬ 
vour  with  God,  in  which  he  prefigured  Ohrid*  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  magnificent  deferiptiou  that  has  but  now. 
been  given  of  him,  to  whom  Abraham  Mmfeif,  that 
noble  progenitor,  not  only  of  one*  but  of  all  the  tribe? 
of  Ifrael *  even  He,  great  as  be  was*  and  in  whom  yc 
yourfelves  glory  above  all  others,  ( John  vjii.  39,  53.) 
made  a  religions  offering,  as  to  bis  fuperbr *  under  the 
character  of  the  prieft  of  the  moft  high  God,  even  an 
offering  of  the  tenth  part  of  all  the  fpolls  that  he  had 

made 

VOTE. 

*  H  Abide#  *.  -pried  oonritnuMy,”  fc«nt  .btst^tcry  cowmen  eilipjss  of  the  article  (yf) 
to  refer,  not  to  Melchiftdec,  but  po  the  wha  abides  i  pri^li  cnimtf»Uy»  or  onto 
twincA  nuccctknt,  4t  the  Son  of  God  petrity*  (Jjc*  Mr  Pierce  onthe  pS^ce.) 
u\i  fo  miy  be  rendered,  by  hiding  *  fa^U, 


4  Now  conG* 
dcrhovgmt  ihU 
Din  viu,  unto 
vtuiAi  ertq  the 
patriarch  A  bra- 
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5  And  verily 

they  that  arc  nf 

the  foru  of  Levi, 
who-  receive  the 
oSiceof  the  prfcftr 
hood,  h  *  vt  a  com ^ 
mandment  to 
take  tithes  of  the 
people  according 
to  the  law,  that 
is,  mS  their  tre* 
threo,  tho'  they 
come  out  of  the 
Kns  of  Ahra* 


d  But  fie,  whofc 
d'ricebt  i*  not 

counted  front 

them received 
tithe*  of  Abrv 
ham,  and  MdFd 
ban  that  had  (he 
prouuicf. 


i  And  without 
all  contradtttion, 
the  Ids  is  bleflol 
of  the  better. 
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■ 

made  of  the  riches  of  thofe  kings,  and  of  their  armies* 
which  he  had  va'nquithed  in  war,  (wr.1 1.)  He  there¬ 
fore  rnuft  be  greater,  by  the  .ordination  of  God,  than 
Abraham  himfelf  *,  and  much  more  mud  Chri&bs  To, 
whofe  type  only  Mciehifedtc  was. 

5  And  truly,  to  (how.  how  the  dignity  of  the  pri eft- 
hood  appears  in  the  bu Griefs  of  tithing,  the  depen¬ 
dents  of  Aaron  among  the  Tons  of  Levi,  who  were  le¬ 
velled  with  the  office  of  pttefthood  undet  the  law,  bad 
a  particular  warrant  to  claim  and  receive  .tithes,  which 
the  Lord  had  appropriated  to  himfelf,  {Lev.  xxviu  30, 
31.)  from  alf  the  people  of  l/ratl,  according  to  the 
fettlement  that  was  made  of  thofe  dues- in  the  law  of 
Mofes ,  as  to  the  matter  and  manner  of  them,  {Numb. 
xviii,  a  1,  26.)  and  thefc  they  received  from  the  reft  of 
the  tiibes,  even  of  their  brethren  according  to  the  flelh, 
though  they,  as  well  as  themfdves,  wjerc  dependents 
from  the  loins  of  Abraham ,  and,  as  fueh,;  had  original¬ 
ly  an  equal  right  to  all  the  privileges  that  pertained  to 
them,  as  his  offspring  ;  and  fo  the  verylaw  of  tithes 
(hows  that  (iiperior  honour  belongs  to  him  who  receiver 
them,  above  him  that  pays  them. 

6 ■  But  Melchifeiee ,  whofe  genealogy  is  unwritten  and 
unknown,  cannot  be  reckoned  a  ddeendent  from  the 
Levitical  priefts,  he  having  e lifted  long  before  any  of 
that  tribe  were  in  being.  This  extraordinary  man  was 
fo  much  greater  than  they,  that  he  had  the  honour  of 
receiving  tithes  of  their  eminent  patriarch  Abraham  him- 
felf,  as  has  been  obferved,  (ver.  2, 4.}  •  and,  more  than 
this,  he,  as  aprieft,  authoritatively  pronounced  a b Jelling, 
in  the  name  of  the  mafi  high  Cod,  Upon  that  father  of 
the  faithful  with  whom  God  made  the  covenant  of  pro- 
miles,  and  confirmed  it  with  an  oath,  {.chap,  vi.  13, — 
id.)  as  if  related  to  him  and  his  pofterity,  who  claim  and 
hold  alt  their  privileges  and  bleffiags  under  Mm,  as  their 
repre tentative  therein. 

7  And  from  this  confideration  itfelf  it  appears,  that 
there  is  no  manner  of  claufe  to  difpute  of  doubt,  either 
upon  the  common  principles  of  reafon,  or  of  revelation, 
but  that  Mekkifedic  was  a  mete  excellent  perfon  in  bis 
office  than  Abraham  ;  becaufe  an  authoritative  benedic* 
fion,  as-  from  God  and  in  his  name,  »  not  delivered  by 

a'  letter 

T  E. 

bring  grater  tliart  AWraVam  rife*  from  ft- 
brahamn  giving  or  delivering  the  tenth  h> 
MeJctriicdec  under  the  thsrafter  o i  the 
(i  prieft  of  the  moft  ht^h  Uod/*  in  vckDoik* 
Udgment  of  him  a*  fudi- 


N  O 

*  B*rely  jfrriny  Hoc*  not  make  the  receiver 
than  the  givtrj  for  our  Lord  faid, 
**  It  is  more  blefted  to  give  than  to  receive/1 

35')  which  intimrjes  that,  in  the 
»ajjf  of  chitrityt  the  givrr  b  the 


&nd  therefore  the  Jtrgumeti;  for  MdchilcHcoV 


Ch.  vli. 
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B  And  here 
men  that  die  re* 
cvive  tithes:  but 
there  he  recfiwiA 
of  whn«l 
h«wv  ne  fled  ifeat 

ielircth* 


p  And  as  . 
nay  Co  &yT  I-cv1 
alt,  who 
ah  tubes,  pjyvd 

tithes  in  A  bra- 
ham* 


io  For  be 
yet  in  the  bins 
of  his  father 
whenMcIchifedoc 
jnet  him. 


4 

a  lefler  to  a  greater,  but  by  a  greater  to  a  lefler  perfoii 
in  the  office,  by  virtue  of  which  he  bUffes  him.  Chrift 
the  antitype  therefore  mull  needs  be  a  much  greater 
high  prieu  ftill,  a*  he,  in  the  right  of  his  own  purchafc, 
effectually  blefleB  bis  people  with  all  fpiritual  bleffings* 

8  And  there  is  this  further  proof  of  Metchifedec’s  fu- 

perioitty  to  afl  the  funs  of  Levi,  (ver,  5.)'  chat  here,  in 
thrir  cafe,  by  the  conftitution  of  the  law  of  Mofes ,  they 
which  received  tithes  are  like  the  reft  of  the  whole  bu* 
man  race,  mortal  men,  whofe  birth  aod  death  in  tbeir 
fevers!  generations  we  are  well  acquainted  with  by  the 
facred  writings;  But,  in  the  other  cafe  oi-'j&tUhtfedcc, 
he  received  tithes,  who  is  not  fpoken  of  in  the  feripture 
under  the  cbara£ter  of  a  mortal  man,  or  of  one  that 
died  for  any  other  to  fucceed  him  in  his  effiqc;  but  is 
represented  only  as  as  if  be  had- no  beginning- of 

-days  or  end  of  life,  as  to  his  perfon  or  priefthood,  (ver, 
3.) ;  and  fo  the  record  Hands  of  him  as  if  be  lived  for 
ever,  the  defign  of  which  was,  that  he  might  be  the 
more  eminent  type  of  Chrift,  who  in  his  divine  nature 
really,  has  from  everlafltng  to  ever!  a  ft  mg  an  ini  mortal 
life,  and  whotho*  in  his  human  nature  he  once  died, 
is  now  alive,  and  never  died  out  of  his  office,  but  lives 
in  his  priefthood  for  ever  after  the  order  of  Mekhifedec . 
(Chap.  v.  6.) 

9  And  to  add  .one  thought  more,  to  fum  op  the  ar¬ 
gument  relating  -to  the  fuperiomy  of  Meickijedcc  to  all 
the  Levitical  priefts,  1  may  fay  that  in  a  certain  fenfe, 
as  by  juft  conftruftion,  the  whole  tribe  of  Levi  alto, 
who  by  the  law  received  tithes,  did  themfdves  virtually 
pay  tithes  to  biro,  in  and  through  Abraham,  as  their 
.common  father,  reprefentative,  and  covenant-head. 

JO  For  Levi  and  all  his  dependents  were  compre¬ 
hended  in  their  natural  and  covenant-fat  her  ^rii/wm;  they 
haring  been  included  in  him,  not  only  as  an  effeft  in  its 
caufe,  and  offspring  in  their  parents,  but  alfo  as  a  peo¬ 
ple  are  in  their  representatives  *,  which  Abraham  was  to 
^  all 


N  O  T  E. 

*  Itjfems  tft  fine  that  o r,  a*  it  U  help  to  illuftratf  the  doAmn  of  tlic  lmpa< 

tA  be  und*r  flood,  rhar  fiteartd  hi*  fon'gp^y*  taiia©  of  Adam’s  fm  ansi  ChrbVs  righceouC* 
fctg  titha  in,  or  by  Abraham,  (fi*  iZp&otp.)  nefs.  A*  ail  maaMud  >¥fTfc  :ti  A  Jam,  at 
is  to  be  tonfidered  with  relation  to  their  be*  rhcif  natural  Father  and  federal  head*  when 
frig  in  Abfatum 'a  tnins,  n*t  merely  sstiicir  lie  fmacj,  lb  they  vlnua'lr  finned  in  hrtu  : 
plural;  but  u  their  CffVdtHHtf-fatbtTt  vhn  And  as  all  Chriffc's  ii;rd  *rre  in  him 

hid  received^ the  promifts -for  them  at  wtU  as  their  public  rcpreJentartn  and  federal 
H  £or  iiimfelf ;  other  wife  I  am  at  a  loft  to  head,  when  he  rifcri  for  their  Gns.  and  rofe 
Ice  for  what  purpose  **  Ahrahun's  having  again  for  their  iuUifica; ton,  fo  ;hey  vivtuaHr 
1“  dre  pfomireV  is  mentioned  in  thfoargu*  died  and  ro&  in  him.  (See  Epfcef.  li,  6.) 
coent,  ver.  6,  whidi  may  be  futurity  fop-  Accordingly,  as  Adam**  fin  actually  taltrj 
fofcd  to  b?  retorted  to  hete ;  And  litis  oj±y  place  upon  all  bis  adapting,  when  they  ceme 

I  m 
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it  If  therefore 
perfection  were 

lip  the  Lev  it  leal 

prkflood ,  (for 
undtr  it  the  pco* 

pk  tvceivttl  the 

law,)  wtiu  fur¬ 
ther  neH  vtrt 
theft  that  another 
firttft  rife 

*r*er  the  order  uf 

and 

tint  be  tilled  after 
the  order  of  Aa* 

mat 


all  Ifrael  in  the  covenant  of  promifes,  made  with  him 
for  himfclf  and  them  before  Mekhi/edsc  met  him,  and 
received  tithes  from  him,  and  blefled  hint,  (Gen.  xii, 
l,— 3.)  and  6>  he  was  undoubtedly  greater  in  hi9  office 
than  any  Levitt  whatfoever. 

1 1  To  apply  all  this  therefore  to  tbe  main  argument 
in  hand,  relating  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  great 
High  Prie/t  ever  the  hon/e  of  God,  (chap,  x.  21,)  if  there 
were  an  accompltfluneitr  of  the  good  rhings  themfelvcs,  that 
were  flgnified  by  the  ordinances  of  the  Levitical  prreft- 
bood  ;  nr  if  perfection  were  really  and  cffe&ualiy  to  be 
obtained,  in  point  of  atonement  to  fatisfy  divine  juftier, 
and  cleanfc  the  confcience  from  guilt,  [chap.  ix.  9.)  and 
to  give  us  acceptance  with  God  to  eternal  life,  together 
with  an  humble  confidence  in  him,  and  holy  liberty  and 
boldnefs  of  accefs  to  him,  and  hope  of  future  glory and 
if  the  perfect  (late  of  the  church,  as  to  its  institutions  of 
fpirttual  wotfhip,  were  to  be  acquired  by  the  offerings, 
facrifices,  and  fervices,  that  belonged  to  the  pricAhood, 
which  the  fons  of  Levi  were  concerned  in  according  to 
the  law :  (for  it  was  together  with,  and  in  relation  to 
that  prtefthood,  that  the  church  of  Ifrael  received  the 
ceremoniallaw  f,  by  the  miniftry  cf  Mofes,  and  were 
obliged  to  obferve  it,  which  afeertained  all  the  privi¬ 
leges  and  bldlings  that  were  to  accrue  to  them  from 
it:}  if,  1  fay,  perfection,  with  regard  to  thefe  things, 
were  attainable  by  the  Levitical  pricAhood  itfclf,  or  by 
the  whole  fyftem  of  the  law  which  it  belonged  to,  What 
neceffity,  or  further  occafion  could  there  be,  that  ano- 
ther  fort  of  prieft,  of  a  different  and  higher  rank  and  or¬ 
der,  Oiould  be  fee  up  and  exalted  to  the  dignity  of  that 
office,  as  it  has  been  fhown  (chap.  v.  5,  6,)  Cbrift  was 
to  be  after  the  order  of  Melcbi/edec  i  And  why  fhould 
he  not  he  denominated,  as  he  is  not  in  any  place  of 
feripture,  a  prieft  according  to  the  common  courfe  of 
the  Levitical  prieAhood,  which  was  to  be  after  the  order 
of  Aaron  ?  There  certainly  coiild  be  no  need  of  this  new 
and  higher  fort  of  prieAhood  •,  but  it  muA  be  entirely 
ufelefs,  open  a  foppofitioo  that  all  the  ends  of  a  prieA¬ 
hood, 
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to  derive  their  natural  being  from  him  ;  fa  rwal  law  was  delivered,  Exod.  before 
nghtotAitiieff  adanlly  takn  pUe  up**  the  inftitDtion  of  the  Levitical  ptiefthood, 
all  hi*  fpiiuual  when  they  erne  to  yet  IfiraeVs  acceptable  performance  of  ll'S 
derive  rpiritval  life  from  him,  by  virtue  of  obedience  it  required  undeT  that  difpcftfrtian, 
their  vital  union*  through  faith,  to  him.  depended  upon  that  priclthoodi  and  the  a- 
f  TM*,  at  lurtie  may  think,  Items  to  in*  rcm&mmi  law,  which  contained  all  the  fcrvi- 
t:  it  ate  that  the  Leritital  priefthood  wa&fet  cts,  Sacrifices*  and  ordinances  of  worlbip* 
lap  £r fere  the  jiving  ot  the  law,  where**  the  pcji  pining  to  that  priefthood,  wa*  given  after 
law  *Tai  j^ivcD  at  Mount  Sinai  before  tlie  In*  the  inllituiioA  of  die  priefthood  Jt&lf.  Lev. 
JlifUllou  of  that  prkAboodi  £nt  though  *J>c  i 
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nothing  concern¬ 
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hood,  &nd  of  the  lav  to  which  it  belonged,  could  be 
perfe&ly  anfwered  by  that  priefthood  itfelf.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  plain  from  this  fingle  confidmtion,  that  both  that 
priefthood  and  the  law,  which  were  iufeparably  inter¬ 
woven,  were  to  beaootiftied,  as  they  now  are,  to  make 
way  for  abetter  priefthood,  and  evangelical  difpen ra¬ 
tion,  in  the  perfon  of  Chrift. 

1 2  For  the  order  of  the  priefthood  being  altered,  fo 
as  to  be  transferred  from  that,  which  was  appointed  by, 
and  Hood  connected  with  the  law  of  Mofest  to  another 
of  a  different  and  more  excellent  kind,  there  muft  of 
necellity,  in  confequence  of  this,  be  a  like  alteration 
made,  as  to  the  law  itfelfj  fo  as  to  abolifh  that,  (the 
whole  ad  mini  ft  rat  ion  of  which  was  confined  to  the 
Aaronical  priefthood)  and  to  introduce  another  evan- 

elical  conftiturion  that  pertain?  to,  and  derives  iii  ef- 
cacy  from  this  more  excellent  priefthood  of  a  fuperior 
order, 

13  And  that  Chrift  is  not  a  prieft  of  Aaron*i  order, 
like  thofe  under  the  law,  is  evident ;  for  he,  who  was 
pointed  to  in  alt  the  things  that  have  hitherto  beenfaid 
about  Metehijedee  and  his  priefthood,  was  not  of  the 
tribe  of  Levif  to  which  the  legal  priefthood  was  confi¬ 
ned  j  but  he  fpratig  from  another  tribe  of  J/rael ,  which 
had  no  (hare  in,  but  was,  together  with  all  the  other 
tribes,  excluded  from  that  priefthood ;  none  of  them, 
befides  that  of  Levi,  having  had  any  right  to  officiate 
in  the  prieftly  character,  by  offering  the  facrifices  that 
we(e  prefentedon  the  brazen  altar,  or  performing  any 
Cervices  relating  to  that  *,  or  to  the  altar  of  incenfc- 

14  For  it  is  plain  beyond  all  controverfy,  as  had  been 
manifefted  beforehand  (v^Jw.)  jn  an  antient  prophecy 
of  the  McJJw.bt  (Gen.  xlix.  10.)  and  was  acknowledged 
by  the  chief  pried*  and  feribes  themfelves,  {Mat.  it. 
4,— 6.)  that  the  Cbrijl  was  to  arife  from  the  tribe  of 
Judah ;  and  it  is  certain  from  our  Lord’s  genealogy, 
(Luke  til  23, — 38.)  that  he  arole  from  that  tribe,  and 
particularly  from  the  royal  family  of  David ;  But  con¬ 
cerning 

T  E. 

with  1  u  hprftfy  [a  lib  forehead ;  and  he 
(t  w&i  a  leper  im»o  the  day  of  bis  death*1* 
(x  Chron.  axvl  id,— *i<)  God  hereby  tef- 
tified  in  the  fevered  man ner  again  ft  fuch,  at 
under  that  die  pen  (it  ion  (hooU  venture  to 
exerrifr  any  part  of  the  prieftly  function? 
vnd  exempUrily  pQnifticd  one  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah,  though  a  king*  fork,  thcmmcrc* 
'  mark  ably  to  esclede  /S a/  tribe  fmmany  pre- 
ten  ftont  to  it;  and  this  H  the  tribe  from  irbwh 
the  apoftlc  obfemes  in  the  next  verfe  our 
Lord  fprung. 


K  O 

•  When  king  U»hh,  who  was  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah*  went  into  the  tebple,  "  to 
u  bum  inoeafeoa  the  a  bar  of  uranic,”  it 
is  Aid,  that  he  **  tranfgrefted  agrinft  the 
ir  Lord  hit  God,  mtd  Axariah,  the  chief 
44  prieft,  end  fonr-fcore  prieft*  of  the  Lord 
44  withftood  him*  faying.  It  pernios  not  on* 
44  to  thee,  Usriah,  fo  bom  incenfe  to  the 
**  Lord,  bur  to  the  prieft s,  the  feos  of  Aaron  •” 
And  God  was  fo  highly  ofendd  at  the 
king’s  attempt  to  break  in  upon  hU  in  ft  it  u- 
uojij  that  Ufczkb  wa*  immcdtafriy  ftruck 
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cerning  which  tribe,  Mofes  io  the  book  of  the  law  never 
once  mentioned  or  intimated  that  any  one  of  them 
fliould  exercife  the  pripftly  fun£Uon  under  that  difpen* 
fation  j  and  his  filencc  about  it  is  a  fufficient  proof,  (as 
blcncc  in  alt  fcafes  of  mlUtution  is,)  that  none  of  the  tribe 

of  Judah  tizt  had  any  authority  to  affume  that  office  to 
themfelves* 

1 5  And  it  U  yet  more  abundantly  plain,  even  to  a 
demon ft  rat  ton,  *  that /the  priefthood,  and  cunfcqucmly 
the  taw  that  depended  upon  it,  is  fo  changed  as  to  be 
abotjfhed,  according  to  what  has  been  faid,  (ver,  ii*} \ 
becaufe,  anfwerable  to  former  predictions,  another  pricA 
is  now  railed  up,  by  the  ordination  of  God,  after  the 
Hktnefsy  which  is  much  the  farpe  with  after  the  srdcr ,  of 
Mtlchifcdte*  in  a  refemblance  of  his  priefthood,  which 
has  been  frown  to  be  of  a  different  and  more  excellent 
nature,  than  that  of  Aaran\  (ver. 

16  Even  a  high  prieft,  who  is  conftittited  in  jjjs  of* 
fice,  not  according  to  the  law  of  Mo/a>  which  settled 
the  Leviiical  priefthood,  and  confided  of  precepts  that 
may  be  called  carnal  conrnandmcnts%  as  they  required 
fhe  tacrificcs  pf  beads,  and  confined  of  fuch  rices  as 
JanFiijied  only  to  the  purifying  of the  fi$fhy  (chap*  ix*  13.) 
and  as  the  priefts  themfelves  were  ccnlecrated  to  their 
office  by  carnal  ceremonies,  and  were  no  more  than 
weak,  frail,  and  dying  men,  according  to  the  order  of  a 
fielhly  generation,  and  fo  needed  a  fuepeffion  of  them 
to  perform  its  fun£lton$  from  age  to  age  ;  and  as  all  this 
was  enjoined  by  a  fyftem  of  taw*  contained  in  carnal 
ordinances  which  were  tmpofed  on  the'lfraclites  until  the 
time  of  reformation ,  (chap*  ix*  10.)  that  was  to  be  made 
under  the  more  fpi  ritual  and  holy  difpenfation  ofthp 
gofpcl,  relating  to  the  worftip,  privileges,  and  bleffings 
of  the  churchy  But,  in  oppoGtion  to  the  nature  of  that 
pneftood,  Chrift  was  made  a  High  Prieft  by  a  more  ex¬ 
cellent  and  ever  abiding  confutation,  in  which  he  was 
confecrated  to  that  office,  according  tQ  the  ability  which 
be  has  to  execute  U,  by  virtue  of  that  immortal  life 
which  he  bas  in  himfelf  as  the  eternal  Son  of  God^ 
and  by  virtue  of  his  re-affirmed  human  life  in  heaven^ 
according  to  which  he  lives  for  ever,  to  difeharge  hia  glo¬ 
rious  priefthood  in  his  own  perfon,  and  to  give  eternal 

■  *'  life 
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of  Judab ;  and  the yi  for  more  rvilal  proof 
of  that  point  here,  inj  io  the  tWl&ilowiog 
ycrfeif  Is  taken  froru  the  entirely 

iarc  of  the  legal  priefthood,  tod  the  priefl* 


*  \  take  thu  and  the  two  next  veirfis  to 

ft  Tinoujhl:'  in  a  fecond  prtnf  of  what 
pUrrted,  ver-  a*.  about  the  (t  fbahwe  nf  tht 
priefthood  lid  of  the  kv(”  The  proof 
of  dhw  in  ver.  i  j*  14.  was  taken  from 


f  HriA's  being  not  of  the  tribe  of  Levi,  but 


Ch.rii. 
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tifiith*  Thou  srt 
j  prifflt  for  nit 
if:er  the  outer  of 
Mc-chifeder. 
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life  to  ill  thofe  for  whom  he  afts  af  a  pried,  without 
any  partner  with  .him,  or  {ucceffor  to  him  therein :  And 
fo  his  priefthood  mud  be  incomparably  more,  excellent, 
perfeft,  efficacious,  and  durable,  than  any -that  preceded 
it  under  the  law  *. 

.27  For,  as  baa  been  obferved  again  and  again,  ( chap ♦ 
y.  6.  to*  fee  tbe  note  there,  and  vi.  so,)  God  (he  Fa* 
ther  declared,  in  a  way  of  divine  tettimony  to  him  by 
the  mouth  of  David ,  even  while  the  Levitical  priefthood 
was  in  its  full  glory.  Thou  art  a  priefifor  ever  after  the 
order  of  Hekhifedec%  (Pf.il.  cx.  4.)  that  is,  thou  art  pe¬ 
culiarly  and  eminently  a  pried,  not  after  the  fimilitude 
of  Aarons  lower,  but  of  Aielchifedsc’s  higher  priefthood, 
(ver.  15.) ;  not  for  any  limited  difpenfation  that  (ball 
give  way  to  a  better,  nor  in  a  fucceflion  of  one  prieft. . 
after  another  ;  hut  immutably  in  thine  own  perfon,  till 
all  the  ends  of  thy  afting  in  that  ch  a  rafter  (hall  be  per- 
fefted  ;  and  thenceforth  to  all  eternity,  in  the  honours 
that  belong  to  thee  for  having  completely  executed  that 
office,  and  in  its  glorious  effefts  to  the  eternal  falvation 
of  the  whole  church. 

18  For  in  this  new  and  everlafting  priefthood  of 

Ohrid  after  the  order  of  Alekbifedec ,  there  is,  in  reality, 
an  abrogation  of  'the  whole  fy fie m  of  the  law,  and 

of  all  its  ftiftitutious,  which  depended  upon  the  Levi  tr¬ 
eat  priefthood,  and  preceded  the  introdoftion  of  the 
gofpel-fiatc,  which  is  built  upon  the  priefthood  of  Chrift. 
This,  1  fay,  is  now  certainly  abolilhed  and  fet  afide, 
by  reafon  of  its  infufRciency,  unavailablenefs,  and  im- 
pofTibility  to  purge  the  conference  from  guilt,  and  juftify 
a  (inner  to  eternal  life  :  As  tbe  moral  law  could  not  do 
this,  in  that  it  was  weak  through  tbe  flefbt  (Rom.  vui. 
3.  fee  the  note  there*,)  fo  neither  could  the  ceremonial 
law,  in  that  it  was  only  a  type  of  Jbadow  of  good  things 
fo  come ,  and  not  the  very  image ,  much  lefs  the  fubftance 
of  them%  and  canid  not  by  any  of  its  facrifces  take  away 
fin -  (Chap,.*,  1, — 4.} 

19  For  the  Mofaic  law  was  of  it  (elf  incapable  of  per- 
fefting  its  worfhtppcrs  in  any  thing  that  pertains  to  the 
conference,  and  to  reconciliation  with  God  :  It  was  on¬ 
ly  defigned  to  ptefigute  and  prepare  tbe  way  for,  and 

point 
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cri  no  interruption  by  bU  dying;  and  as  in 
divine  nature  it  vis  impodible  that  he  (hould: 
die;  fo  according  to  in  powerful  Iffr,  he 
co  a  tinned  immcvul  in  his  facerdotal  office, 
and  be  rr^n burned  his  human  life,  that  he 
might  fulfil  the  remainder  of  his  prirPhond 
in  ever  living  to  make  inter ceffion  for  them 
fttiwlpneft*  dkl,  fince  his  pncAbood  fiificr*  that  come  onto  God  by  him,  ver*  »S^ 
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'  Though  Chrift  died  In  his  htimkn  na¬ 
ture,  tkai  wssbecaufe  he  Vn  3  fanfice%  n 
well  1$  4  pvieft ;  and  hit  offering  up  nimfclf 
as  a  fccritice  was  an  i£k  of  his  priefthood; 
and  fo  he  officiated  as  a  prieft  in  hU  very  dy¬ 
ing  ;  and  onfqatntly  did  not  die  out  of  his 
office  for  others  to  fuccced  brmT  as  the  Lo- 
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pried  t  were  made 
without  an  oatb  j 
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oath,  by  him  that 
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The  Lord  fwart, 
and  wtU  not  re¬ 
pent,  Tbou  att  a 
pritfl  for  ever  af¬ 
ter  the  order. of 
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point  to,  wh?i  ihould  be  effeftual  for  thefe  parpofes,  as 
it  was  our  fchaoUnefier  to  bring  us  unto  Chrift ,  that  me 
might  he  juftified  by  faith  in  him,  (Gal.  Jii.  24.) ;  but 
introduction  of  the  gofpel-ftate,  and  of  Chrift,  this 
better  High  Prieft,  and  of  his  truly  expiatory  facrifice, 
who  in  the  difeharge  of  his  prieftly  office  is  the  objeft 
of  our  hope,  gives  us  abetter  ground  of  confidence,  and 
a  furer  hope  toward  God,  than  the  law  ever  could and 
has  perfected  all  that  was  deficient  lit  the  law  itfelf,  and 
prefigured  by  it ;  Under  thefe  confide  rations,  me  have 
hoidneft  and  aeceft  with  confidence  by  the  faijh  of  Chrift^ 
(Ephcf.  iii.  12.)  and  fo,  as  a  holy  priefthood,  may  offer 
up  fpiritval  facrifices,  acceptable  to  God  by  Jefus  Chrift, 
(1  Pet.  ii.  5.)}  yea,  we  have  a  better,  nearer,  and  more 
advantageous  approach  to  God  through  Chrift  by  faith, 

in  gofpct-worfhip,  than  even  tbe  sfaronicai pfitds  them- 

felves  had  with  their  facrifices  and  offerings,  when  they 
went  into  the  holy  of  holies;  and  we  are  not  debarred 
this  liberty,  as  the  people  then  were,  who  were  kept 
at  a  diftanee;  but,  through  Jefus  Chrift ,  every  true  be¬ 
liever  has  accefs  by  me  Spirit  to  tbe  Father .  (Epbef.  ii. 
18.) 

20  And  we  may  well  be  affured  of  this,  for  as  much 
as  he  was  conftitured  in  his  office,  not  as  the  priefts  of 
old  were  in  a  common  way,  but  by  a  fblemn  oath  of 
God  himfclf,  to  fignify  the  excellency,  immutability, 
and  perpetuity  of  his  priefthood,  as  what  fliould  never 
fail. 

21  For  all  the  former  priefts  under  the  law  werecon- 
ftituted  in  their  office,  without  the  folemnity  of  ratifica¬ 
tion  hy  aD  oath ;  nothing  of  that  kind  being  ever  hinted 
in  their  confecration  to  it,  which  left  their  office  in  a 
repeatable  (lace,  whenever  God  fhould  plcafe :  Hut  this 
great  and  glorious  High  Prieft,  even  Jefus,  whom  we 
are  fpeaking  of,  (wr.  22.)  was  conftitured  in  his  office 
with  all  the  irrevocable  folemnity  of  an  oath  by  God 
his  Father,  who  faid  unto  him  In  the  place  fo  often  re¬ 
ferred  to  already,  {Pfal.  cx.  4.)  The  Lord  hath  fwom 
hy  himfclf,  and  will  never  retraft  or  reverfe  it.  Thou  an, 
in  thine  own  perfon,  without  any  fuccefibr,  an  ever* 
lifting  and  unchangeable  High  Prieft,  after  the  fimiii- 
tude  of  Mekkifcdec,  even  unto  the  confummation  of  ail 
things-  (See  the  note  on  chap .  v,  10.) 

22  In  proportion  then  to  the  fuperior  excellence  of 
this  to  tbe  Aaronieai priefthood,  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
office  and  the  manner  of  eftablifhnienc  in  it,  Jefos,  the 
once  crucified,  but  now  exalted  Saviour,  wasconllituted 
by  God  the  Father’s  own  appointment  and  inveftiture. 
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an  undertaker,  proorifer  and  fponfor  *,  in  a  way  of  fure- 
tyfbip  to  him  for  us,  ro  ratify  the  new  covenant  by  his 
death,  and  to  h  Ice.  effectual  care  that  all  the  require* 
m*ms  aufwcred*  that  were  ntceflary  ro  fecure  the 
accomoliftiment  of  its  promifes;  which  is  a  better  co* 
venant  than  that  made  with  Ifraet  at  mount  Sinaiy  as 
it  has  a  better  lurecy  than  any  of  the  high  priefts  of  old 
cou5d  be  i  and  as  its  ad  min  ill  ration  is  with  greater 
light  and  fimp-LCity,  and  with  wider  extent  to  the 
Gentiics  as  well  as  Jewst  and  is  eflablijbed  upon  better 
promijes ,  (chap*  viii*  6*)  which  alfo  may  be  considered 


N  O 

•  A  firdf  or  fiwfor  (lyTu©')  is  one  that 
driitvs  nigh*  undertakes  or  piomiles,  and  U 
baaod  for  another,  titlier  to  Hi>  or  pay  that 
J'nr  him  which  he  cannot  or  will  nor  do  or  pay 
farbimfclt  i  It  i%  one  who  engages  for  another, 
chit  the  obligations  which  he  is  under  Ihall 
be  one  way  or  another  anfwertiL  Such  a 
Inncy  is  Chrifl*  not  for  Gsrf  to  his  people, 
as  fome  would  hare  it ;  for  God  needs  no 
fuicty  fw  him  to  fecurc  the  performance  of 
his  proraifes  to  us  ;  nor  do  w  atez  one 

frym  him,  merely  for  the  con  limn  at  ion  of 

our  frith  in  them,  finec  his  own  unchange¬ 
able  veracity!  as  mini  foiled  in  his  word  and 
oath,  are  an  abiidute  ffcurity,  and  the  high- 
ell  evidence  of  it,  and  of  his  performing 
them  at  had  been  deck  red,  ch*  vi* 

And  in  the  nature  of  things,  a  furety  oughr 
to  be  a  peribn  of  more  credit  and  ability 
than  be  U  for  whom  he  engages,  or  at  leaft 
ought  to  he  one  that  is  provided  to  iecurc 
ijainft  fome  defeft  nr  failure  of  fidelity  or 
uppity  that  pofTtfrly  may  he  found  in  him 
for  whom  lie  is  a  ibrety ;  neither  of  which 
can  be  /aid  of  God  without  blafphemy* 
And  if  Chrift  were  only  in  a  fax  fi^fi  a  furc* 
(v,  in  a  way  of  witnefi  for  G‘*lj  this  is  by 
no  means  a  proper  furetyftitp ;  ror  a  it  any 
thing  different  in  its  nature  and  kind  from 
what  was  done  by  the  prophet,  evangclifls, 
and  apoftlcs,  in  the  teftimony  they  have 
given  under  divine  in fpimton  to  him. 

But  **  Chrift  is  a  furety  for  us  10  God  :* 
We  needed  that  he  fhould  be  fit,  ai  we  are 
liiiFu’  creatures*  and  info l vent  of  what  is  re- 

paired  by  the  lav,  as  a  corcnant  of  work?:, 
which  was  broke  for  want  of  a  furety  tu  cti- 
;ajc  for  our  keeping  it;  and  without  a  fure¬ 
ty,  the  new  covenant  would  be  in  danger  of 
being  broken  on  our  part,  as  that  with  Adam 
vnu  And  as  the  apoftlc’s  di&ourfe  in  this 
content  is  prufefltdly  all  along  about  the 
;rvj7Wof  Chrift,  his  bcinva  fir  tty  reisers 
to  the  cienition  of  his  pritftfy  which, 
like  that  of  the  pnelts  under  the  Uw,  was 
jit  the  fitfU  to  God,  aud  art  fir  Gsdtu  the 
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people:  And  though  the  covenant  of  grace, 
ttinfidettd  as  a  Ujtasnenf,  was  confirmed  bf 
the  death  of  Chrift,  (chap*  ix«  fee 

the  note  there,)  and  all  its  biefGngs  wen 
purchafed  by  it ;  and  though  the  covenant 
was  made,  with  a  reference  to  his'  death,  1* 
the  procuring  tatift  of  all  its  benefits,  in  the 
virtue  of  which  they  ftould  be  brought 
home  and  applied  to  us,  through  faith  in 
him  > .  yet  hiideuth  did  riot  procure  the  co¬ 
venant  irfclf,  which  was  made  long  before, 
with  a  frcvjfo  of  the  death  of  Chrift,  as  the 
grand  c&nditicn  of  its  taking  rffett ;  But  the 
covenant  itfelf  is  merely  the  cftclt  of  the  In* 
finite  wtfdcMTt  and  grace  of  .God  in  the  eter* 
nal  counfcls  of  his  will  •  and  iu  di/penft* 
lions  to  us  is  founded  upon  the  covenant* 
Iran  factious  before  all  worlds  between  tho 
lather  and  Bon,  about  the  manner  and 
means  of  accompli  thing  its  great  defign,  as 
might  be  mofl  honourable  to  all  God  *  per* 
ftftlons  in  bringing  many  (bus  to  glory. 
Accordingly,  Chrift  the  firetj  of  the  co* 
veuaut  undertook  to  iutiify  divine  juft  ice  for 
all  their  traolgfe lions,  to  redeem  them  from 
the  curie  of  the  U#,  and  deferred  wrath 
and  imfery,  flavcry  and  ruin,  and  to  pur* 
chafe  for  (bum  all  the  blcfltnp  of  grace  and 
glory,  (chap.  ix.  i$,)  ud  be  further  enga¬ 
ged  to  furniJh  them  with  all  thole  JLp  plies  of 
his  Spirit  and  grace,  tbrouj^t  the  merit  of 
bis  blood,  a a  Ihoidd  he  ntcclLry  w  renew 
and  fanflify  them,  and  bring  them  to  faith 
and  repentance,  and  enable  them  to  fulfil 
the  duties  of  the  covenant,  that  fbould  be 
uiccrnibeoc  upon  diem,  to  prevent  their  vio* 
] s ting  its  fiici'wl  bonds*  and  defeating  their 
iutereft  in  ft,  by  wilful  difobedienpe  and  ot¬ 
ter  Upuftaey,  through  the  power  of  indwel¬ 
ling  corruptions,  and  {unrounding  tempts-* 
tiouf,  by  which  they  would  certainly  mi£ 
carry,  were  they  left  to  thcmfclvea. 

rf  “  Cbrifl’s  bring  the  fiira  y  of  a  better 
“  cOYCnanr,l>  Jeems  to  fuppofe  Uui  the  co* 
vcoiot  made  with  lihel  liad  a  furety,  which 
may  refer,  not  10  Moles  perionaUy,  but  to 
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as  a  iefiamzntary  covenant  ft  in  one  view  of  it,  as  it  was 
finally  put  in  force  by  the  death  of  Chritt,  who,  as  a 
ujl&ior ,  bequeathed  all  its  Wettings  to  the  heirs  of  pro- 
mifd,  { Chap *  ix.  >5,-170 

^3  And  ihey  23  And  indeed,  further  to  (bow  the  weaknefs  ard 

l«lciis*Crh™Djfe  unprofitablenefs  of  the  legal  difpenfation,  (7 ter*  t8.) 
ihryvvcren^^f-  it  i$  well  known,  that  though  the  high  prieft's  office  it - 
fercu  to  conn-  j^ff  we rc  but  one  *  and  though  but  one  nl  a  time  coui  i 

tiue  by  raafou  w  J  *  r  ,  P  —  - 

death  :  execute  it,  ycr  there  was  a  fuccemon  of  man y  or  them 

that  officiated  in  it  from  generation  to  generation  j  be¬ 
cause  they  being  merely  mortal  men,  were  not  permit¬ 
ted,  by  reafon  of  death,  to  live  in  the  perpetual  cxer* 
rife  of  tbeir  office;  nor  was  it  poflible  that  they  Qiotild, 
fmee  they  all  died  like  other  men,  and  then  their  pried- 
Jy  function,  as  Yetted  in  their  own  perfons  refpeftively, 
died  with  them,  and  they  could  never  re-affiime  it  again, 
or  continue  to  carry  it  on  in  another  world;  which 


N  o 

the  fWrrt,  as  foah,  who,  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  hb  office,  was  a  fart  ©f  typic-jl  mt- 
diattrr  and  fimy  or  behalf  of  the  people  to 
God,  by  means  of  a  typical  expiation,  which 
he  made  on  the  great  day  of  aionsroent.  (See 
Dr  Owen  on  the  place  ) 

f  Hie  Greek  word  rendered  covenant  {tid* 
(**u  4  difpmfQt  and  the  Hebrew 

word,  which  stnfwers  if,  (fTfta  4X13)  frrj- 
inj)  (igmfies  -any  difpofimn,  tQnJtitutwn,  fttitc- 
mtfltf  or  tf/dbfijbrncAt  of  things;  and  fb  is 
applicable  to  either  of 'thefe  foies,  where- 
ever  it  is  found  in  the  Old  or  NcwTefla* 
ment ;  and  fc  hat  fort  of  con filiation  or  rfo- 
iFtfimeat  i*  meant  by  it,  in  every  place,  is  to 
he  nthcrerl  from  the  context,  and  the  na* 
lure  of  ilit  things  there  fpoken  of,  whether 
>1  be  a  conflfonTn  by  a  lav t  or  mutaal  c?m~ 
faff*  or  a  free  pr otn'fc,  or  a  leftameatl  It  is 
inn  fUy  trail  flaw'd  covenant  in  thUcpiflle,  as 
well  Ai  in  other  place?,  and  it  may  very  well 
tefoi  vniefs  whrn  there  U  a  particular  re¬ 
ference  to  the  nature  and  ofe  of  a  tcfi&mtnt 
among  then,  in  which  view  it  frems  to  be  rc- 
ptvicoted, chap*  ix*  ij,*— it*  whir  reference 
to  the  death  of  a  tcfliior  to  put  it  in  force* 
Hat  which  way  ftever  it  he  rendered,  it  fixi¬ 
ties  a  cenfi finite  fiulcmcnt,  or  tfiiibhjhmcnt 
of  one  kind  or  othe^  and  when  it  is  uftd  u> 
jexprefc  the  rovenaat  of  grace,  which  h  a  co¬ 
venant  of  free  pwmij/s,  it  may  be  confiicr- 
cd  as  containing  ;hs  nature  of  a  tcflamtatiry 
eu  wnr *r,  which  depends  entirety  upon  the 
pood-wil)  and  plealurc  of  the  donor,  as  to 
the  hleifiiiga  beftovved,  and  the  peribns  that 
fra  it  hi  vc  them ;  and  ws  to  the  time,  way, 
terms,' and  means,  in  which  the  bellow  ment 
of  them  ihall  take  effefl  through  the  death 
<W  Chriii,  rather  than  as  cocuimiig  the  Da* 
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ture  nf  a  pr&ficr,  fin fF,  and  formal  cavnant^ 
which,  in  our  nfwU  acceptation  of  the  word, 
is  an  agreement  between  two  or  more  par¬ 
ties  about  things,  that  are,  or  may  be  m 
their  own  power  to  perform;  which  eftn  ne¬ 
ver  be  reconciled  to  tht  fcnp£ ure-reprefe nta* 
ikin  of  the  covenant  cf  grace,  as  made  be¬ 
tween  God  and  fir ful  men*  and,  perhaps, 
this  may  he  one  reafon  why  this  covenant  is 
commonly  exprefled  by  a  word,  which,  rf 
alt  other  cod  it  i£ut  ion  s,  primarily  figri^es  d 
Ufiamcnf;  and  I  fee  no  inconfifteney  in  fup- 
pofing,  fhauhe  fubftance  of  the  fame  ^ra- 
onus  lettlemcnr,  or  difpofition  of  fpirituul 
blelfings,  may  be  called  both  a  Covenant  and 
aTcftameiVr  only  wirfi  this  diftcrenee,  th;<t 
when  it  is  called  a  Covenant,  it  leads  our 
thoughts  to  God  in  Chrifl,'  as  the  Maker  of 
tti  but  wiieti  it  is  called  a  Te  flam  cut,  it 
cacnes  an  idea  of  hs  hehig  made  by  Christ : 
And  fo  tf  we  contiikr  it  ai  itrovru'int  nf  frr* 
rnifts,  which  God  made  with  his  people  in 
ChriH,  |t  was  ratified  hy  his  hhv  f  under  the 
notion  of  a  Mediator  or  Sumy  ;  b«t  if  we 
confiderit  as  a  icftimcul  which  Chrift  trr  da, 
correfpo nde n t  ro  God5?  covenant,  it  was  ra¬ 
tified  by  his  death,  under  the  notion  i.f  a 
t?fiat$ry  that  has  beqnea  hed  legacies  to  the 
heir?  of  filiation,  and  has  made  a  decid'j* 
lion  of  his  will  wiih  relation  themmtA; 
And  thereffli^  though  corfidering  it  u  *dcr 
ihe  formal  notion  of  a  ttSemcat  made  hy 
Chrlfl,  it  needed  no  Mecli^'.or  nr  Sunrtv  ; 
yet  confiderrns  it  under  the  formal  noti.tn  of 
a  covenant  w*hich  God  mad*  with  his  people 
in  and  thrmiqh  Chrill,  it  t>oth  needed  and 
hadaMcd^torj  ashei^  called,  chap,  vtti, 
or  a  Surety,  4s  we  have  it  in  this  pficc,  (See 
the  note  on  chap*  ix,  15,) 
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14  Bat  this 
fe-jg,  hccaiifi;  he 

TOftitaucih  ever, 
fcafb  zn  onchan- 
gerilc  pridlood. 


*j  Wherefore 
U  is  able  *Ha  to 
twethem  to  the 

titter  mo  ft  *  that 

crime  onto  God 
Ly  him*  fceifig  he 
ervr  Gvfth  to 
Bake  inrcrccSFon 
fcif  ibenu 


/hows  that  there  was  no  hnperfe&ion  and  mutability  in 
that  ft ate  oF  the  church* 

24  But  on  the  cohtraryt  to  allure  os  of  the  greater 
excellence  and  uncbangeablenefs  of  the  gofpel-difpen- 
ration^  this  glorious  perfon  Jefus  Chrift*  who  was  typi¬ 
fied  by  MtkhiftdsCy  and  was  truly  a  mart;  but  was  God 
as  well  as  man*  that  he  might  be  a  fit  mediator  between. 
God  and"  men,  and  a  proper  Surety  to  God  for  men  y 
this  divine  man,  of  whom  we  are  {peaking,  becaufe  he 
could  not  die  out  of  his  office,  as  merely  mortal  men 
did  under  the  law,  abides  everlaftingly  in  the  execution 
of  it,  without  any  interruption  by  death,  (fee  the  note* 
on  vtr+  16*};  and  fo  in  his  own  Angle  perfon  has  an  im¬ 
mutable  and  never-failing  priefthoO'd*  which  cannot  pafs 
away  from  him  to  another;  but  which  he  continues  to 
carry  on  at  his  Father's  right  hand  in  heaven,  by  appear¬ 
ing  Defare  him,  as  a  lamb  that  had  been  /Iain,  (/lev.  y. 
&)  and  as  a  prieft  upon  his  throne.  (ICeth*  vi.  13,} 
25  It  may  therefore  be  folidly  concluded  from  this, 
and  from  all  that  has  been  faid  before  concerning  Chritt, 
as  out  great  High  Prieft,  that  he  has  not  only  all  divine 
ability  originally  inhimfelf;  but,  in  oppefition  to  the 
wea  tenet?  of  the  Aaronicat  prieft  hood,  he  has  Hie  wife 
all  ojfi empower  *  and  authority,  which  includes  his 
BngneJ j,  to  give  complete  deliverance  from  all  fin  and 
niifery,  fears  and  dangers,  and  to  advance  to  all  the 
glory  and  bleftcdnefs  of  the  heavenly  ftate,  in  the  face 
of  all  opposition  and  difficulty,  to  the  utjnoft  extent  of 
his  office-power  and  merit  \  to  the  utmeft  of  the  wants, 
defires,  hopes,  and  capacities  for  happinefs  ;  and  10  the 
mm  oft  period  of  time,  yea,  even  to  the.  eternal  falva* 
tion  of  all,  tbvrt  under  a  fenfe  of  their  wants  make  their 
approaches  to  God  in  prnyer,  and  other  parts  of  gofpel- 
worftrip,  through  him,  for  all  feafonablc  relief  on  his 
account,  as  the  only  mediator,  with  faith  in  his  name^ 
fince.bc 'Jives  for  ever  in  heaven,  not  only  as  a  divine 
perfon,  and  as  clothed  with  human  nature  ;  hut  alfo  as 
their  great  High  Prieft  and  Advocate,  (who  has  a  prevail* 
ing  inter  eft  with  God  the  Father)  to  make  continual  inter- 

cefftoa 


NOTE* 

*  Qififl's  beiiig  able  to  fave>  relates*  not  in  the  preceding  verf^  from  whence  his  abl- 
c»  his  ah  Joint  c  power  as  Gad,  who,  as  inch,  Juy  is  interred  in  this  verfe,  fur  thus  the 
i»  able  ro  do  all  ihiiiji,  that  does  oot  im  pi  y  ranjie£ta)&  ftands,  <(  Bctiau-e  he  con  tinner 
a  cunt radtflian  to  the  oai are  of  things  them*  1-1  ever,  he  has  an  uncii*  tuneable  prieflhuod^ 
kSrei,  or  to  the  peffc(!iuns  of  Ms  own  n»-  **  therefore  he  i$  able  tu  ibvctotheotmott** 
lure :  Eor  though  this  divine  power  I*  fun-  &c.  And  this-  further  appears  from  the 
Kuncntaltn  i he  ability  here  afcribed  to  him,  proof  that  is  given  of  hii  ability  far  thb 
yrt  it  U  his  ntlicc-pow^r,  as  Ood-maa  Me-  pxwpolV,  in  ihcdolc  of  the  frrfi%  which  is, 
di-tfor*  chat  is  t  xc  intended*  a s  appears  **  Seeing  he  ever  lira  to  mate  irterceflioii 
li is  unclungcatle^ricfihowl  mentioned  ”  &*r  then*.! 
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*5  For  fuch  lA 
Hgh  prieft  be¬ 
come  os,  who  U 
Mf,  bvmWA, 
Undcfifed,  ftp »- 
rue  from  finnen, 

andmuk  higher 
ibu  the  bcareott 


ceffion  for  them,  which  he  does  m  the  prefentation  of 
his  perfon,  and  of  rhe  merit  of  hU  (acrificc,  aod  in  a 
plea  of  right,  {John  xvii*  24.)  that  all  bldlings  may 
be  given  to  them,  according  to  the  purchafe  of  bis  blood, 
which  he  (hed  for  the  lemiffion  of  their  fins,  and  ob¬ 
taining  eternal  redemption  for  them* 

26  For  fuch  an  excellent,  able,  ever-living  and  per- 
fe£t  High  Priefl  was  fit  and  neceflary  for  us  \  and  ii  be¬ 
came  the  infinite  wtfdom  and  liolinefs  of  God  to  pro¬ 
vide  fuch  ah  one  for  us,  {chap,  ii,  10,)  who  is  not  him- 
fdf  a  (inner,  as  we  are,  and  as  all  the  high  priefts  un¬ 
der  the  la  *  were  ;  but  is  unfponedljr  pure  in  bis  nature, 
thoughts,  words,  and  deeds,  {Luke  u  35,  and  ALh  ii. 
27.  and  I’JVta'ii*  «.)  inoAcnfive,  (*****>j  innocent 
and  bl  am  clefs,  no  way  injurious  to  any,  and  now  raifed 
above  the  reach  of  being  hurt  by  any;  never  tainted 
with  the  lead  pollution  in  heart  or  life,  nor  defiled  by 
means  of  other  perfons  cr+  things  (as  the  legal  priefts 
often  were)  to  interrupt  bim  in  the  performance  of  his 
Cacerdotal  office,  yea,  was  free  from  original  fia,  as  ha¬ 
ving  been  born,  not  in  a  natural,  or  federal,  way  of 
union  with  Ad&mt  like  the  reft  of  mankind  £  and  he 
was  removed  to  the  furtheft  diltance  from  all  coramu- 


17  Who  need- 

eth  not  daily,  u 
thoft  high  priefts, 
to  offer  Qp  ftcri- 
fic*,  firfl  for  his 
own  fin^aud  then 
for  the  people*  : 
for  this  be  did 
once,  when  he 
offered  up  btu- 
ftlf. 


nion  with  tinners  in  an y  of  their  evil  principles,  ways 
or  works ;  and  *  far  excels  all  the  angels  in  hoiinefs, 

as  well  as  is  now,  in  his  exalted  ft  ate,  advaoced  to  the 

higheft  authority  and  glory  above  them  in  the  heaven 
of  heavens,  far  beyond  all  other  heavens.  ( Epbef.  tv.  to.) 
17  From  hence  it  plainly  appears  that,  being  abfo- 

lutely  finlels,  he  had  no  occafion,  as  the  high  priefts 
had  under  the  law,  to  offer  on  every  great  day  of  atone¬ 
ment  fi  expiatory  facrifices,  fir  ft  for  perfonal  fins  of  his 
own,  as  they  did  for  theirs,  (fee  Lruit.  v.  16.)  and  then 
for  the  tilts  of  his  people,  as  they  did  for  the  tios  of  lf- 
rael ;  but  with  regard  to  the  fins  cf  his  people ,  he  did 
this,  and  finished  it  all  at  ante,  by  way  of  complete  a- 
tonement  for  them,  when,  through  the  eternal  Spirit , 
he  offered  himfelf  without  fpot  to  God ,  (chap.  ix.  14.)  in 
oppofition  to  the  frequent  offerings  of  'fact  Slices  for  the 
peoples  line  under  the  law,  and  in  oppofition  to  thole 
priefts  that  bad  nothing  of  their  f>vsn»  and  nothing  bet¬ 
ter  than  be&fts  and  birds  to  offer. 


NOTE. 


*  Tbe hiavtJit+  by  a  comma'll  mcronyniy, 
li  pm  for  its  'tvbebilaHtoj  (See  i  Chroo.  xvh 
30,  31.  PJ!  xevi*  11.  and  Ifa,  atlijfc.13.) 

t  {*«£*  n/ttfjv)  relate*,  I  think, 

not  to  the  daily  offerings  of  the  common 

priefts,  but  Xs>  the  uiuu*'  offerings  the 


28  For 

high  prieft,  at  erery  return  of  the  great  day 
of  atonement ,  for  it  is  the  office  of  the 
high  prwft  that  i s  here  fpoken  of;  aod  \l 
tfas  only  on  the  aiuiiverfary  day  of  atone- 
noent*  from  time  to  tirie.'tfitt  they  ofiert^ 

fifrifre*  for  thcmfdvw  and  fur  the  people. 
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For  the  la  w  28  For  the  law  of  <l  carnal  commandment  t  (Ter.  16.) 

"rieft s  wil*  biie  *ts  con^itutlon  anc^  appointment,  ordered  fuck  to  be 

Lfirmity;  bin  the  ooafecrated  to  the  high  priclTs  office,  as  ate  merely 
word  of  the  oath,  mortal  men,  weak  and  dying  creatures,  and  no  better, 

S'laJT-S"*  ^veT‘  23'^*  yea’  a*  ar«  attended  with/rr/w/,  as  well  aa 
the  So ci!  who  h  natural  infirmities  like  other  m*n  j  and  fo  needed  to  of* 
tNifcmted  for  fer  for  their  own  fins,  (wr.  27.)*  hut  the  word  which 
cv« .note.  God  fpofce,  and  folemniy  confirmed  with  his  oath,  and 

delivered  in  the  facred  writings,  (Pf,  ex*  4.)  many  bun* 
dreds  of  years  after  the  law  was  given  by  Mvfcs ;  this 
word  invefls  the  eternal  Son  of  God  bimfelf  with  his 
prieftly  office,  who  fa.  con  Iterated  to  it  and  perftftedin 
it,  (nn^rni)  «  one  that  never  had  any  moral  defect 
tq  be  a  blemilh  upon  his  prieftbood  or  facrifice,  or  to 
require  an  offering  for  hitnfelf ;  and  who  is. now  in  his 
exalted  ftate  entirely  free,  even  from  all  the  natural  in¬ 
firmities  of  mankind,  which  he  was  attended  with  in 
this  world,  that  he  might  be  capable  of  dying  as  a  £a- 
critice  ;  and  fo  he  is  every  way  fit  to  . discharge  the  re- 
mainder  of  his  prieftbood  for  perpetuity  in  his  own  per* 
Ton,  as  our  great  and  only  interccffor,  without  alteration 
or  end  till  the  whole  defign  of  it  (hall  he  perfectly  ac~ 
complifhed,  to  the  eternal  falvation  of  the  church,  and 
of  every  individual  member  of  iu 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  tranfcendeBtly  excellent  is  the  priefthooct  of  Chrift,  as  h  is  after  the  or* 
der  of  Mckhsfidcc ,  and  confirmed  for  ever  by  the  oath  of  God  himfelf  !  aid  of 
vhat  vail,  importance  Is  it,  that  oar  faith  be  eftabtifhed  herein  i  The  apoftie 
thought  it  fo,  or  elfe  he  would  never  have  taken  fuch  abundant  pains  to  illuftrate 
and  confirm  it.  MdcUfedeCy  as  an  extraordinary  prieft  of  the  moft  high  God, 
Med  Abraham*  who  with  Ltvi*  as  naturally  and  Federally  included  in  his  loiog* 
paid  tithes  to  the  fuperior  prieft*  But  how  much  more  eminent  a  prieft,  as  welt 
as  ting  of  righteoufhefe  and  peace,  is  the  Son  of  God*  than  MtlcAifhJw  \  He 
was  only  in  type  what  Chrift  is  in  reality,  without  beginning  of  days  or  end  of 
fife ;  without  any  earthly  father  according  to  the  flefh,  and  without  any  mother 
accordiop  to  his  divine  nature  ;  and  an  eternal  High  Prieft  of  fuch  perpetual  power 
and  complete  acceptance  with  his  heavenly  Father,  accord  mg*  to  the  energy  of 
Us  immortal  life;  as  ftipertedcs  the  want  of  any  other  to  make  atonement  either 
for  believing  Jpum  or  (itniihs*  And  how  difitrent  from,  and  incomparably  more 
excellent  is  his  prieftbood  than  that,  which  was  appointed  by  the  law  of  a  carnal 
camtflDdment !  He  fprung,  not  From  the  tribe  of  Levi*  but  of  Judah*  which 
sever  had,  by  divine  inftitutioiu  any  ft&re  in  the  high  prieft's  office  after  the  or¬ 
der  of  Aaron*  who  and  Ms  Tons  were  merely  mortal  men,  and  in  their  turns  died 
out  of  their  office,  and  were  fucceedcd  by  others  of  their  tine^  and  they  aft  had 
fins  of  their  own  to  atone  for,  before  they  coud  offer  a  facrifice  for  the  fins  of 
IfrasL  But  Chrift  befog  holy,  barmMs,  undefiled  and  fe  pa  rate  from  tinners, 
could  have  no  occafion  to  offer  any  propitiatory  facrifice  on  his  own  account  ; 
but,  by  offering  up  himfdf,  he  at  once  expiated  the  tins  of  his  people :  And  as 
be  never  died  out  of  his  office  ;  fo,  being  made  higher  than  the  heavens,  he  con* 
tfouilly  and  completely  exercifes  it  alone  byhirofdf,  without  any  predeceflor  or 
teeffor  in  it*  This  change  of  the  prieftowd  naturally  brought  on  an  abolition 
tithe  fowt  to  which  it  belonged,  on  account  of  the  iufuffidency  of  that  law  and 
prk&hwd  to  perfect  the  worship  and  hap  pin  eft  of  the  church ;  and  introduced 

the 


■ 
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the  Eofpcbfiate,  which  depends  upon,  and  derives  the  molt  fubAanttri  efficacy 
from  the  pri  eft  hood  of  Chriit*  How  much  better  grounds  of  hope  then  have 
we  m  him,  and  in  the  gof]iel  of  the  prace  of  God  through  him*  than  ever  could 
have  been  had  by  the  law  !  And  with  what  humble  confidence*  and  happy  fjo 
cefs#  may  the  believing  firmer  qow  approach  God  m  Chrirt  I  He  is  the  Surety  of 
the  new  covenant  to  undertake  with  God  his  Father,  thit  all  requirements  ifcould 
be  anfwered  in  order  to  a.frcure  accompli ihm eh t  of  its  great  and  precious  proml- 
fes;  and  he  is  able  to  five  to  the  uttermost  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him  ;  Guce 
be  ever  lives  as  a  righteous  advocate,  to  make  interccflion  for  them* 


■  atm 
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CHAP.  VIIL 

The  apoftUy  having  finished  his  argument  drawn  from  the  comp  or  if  on  of 
the  prie/lhood  f  Melchifedec  with  that  if  Aaron,  jhews  that  bis 
main  defgn  therein  was  to  demenfrate  the  excellency  ff  Chriji's  prieji- 
hood  above  that  of  Aaron,  which  headds  fill  further  light  toy  hy 
comparing  him  w:thy  and  preferring  him  tot  the  high  priejts  under 
the  lawt  with  refpeSl  to  the  place  where  be  officiates t  the  facrifce  he 
■  fferS)  and  the  covenant  of  which  he  is  the  Mediator ,  i, — 6*  And 
he  goes  by  way  f  digreJjion%  into  a  reprefentation  of  the  great  excel¬ 
lence  of  this  covenant  above  the  former ,  which  is  now  ahSJbecL 


Tixt, 

XTOW  of  die 

thing*  which 
wt  hive  fpoken, 
this  u  the  fam  • 
We  have  fadi  an 
high  prieft,  who 
is  fcf  or  the 
right  hand  of  the 
throne  of  thoMa- 
Jetty  in  (he  he*- 
ven$; 


Paraphrase, 

V[OW  what  I  have  chiefly  in  view,  in  alt  that  has  been 
'  fo  largely  infixed  on,  in  the  comparifon  between 
Aaron  and  Melchifedec ,  who  was  a  rooft  eminent  type 
of  Omit  +,  may  be  fummed  up  in  this  5  Wc,  of  the 
New  Tcftament-church,  have  fuch  a  great  and  glorious 
High  Frieft  io  the  perfon  of  our  Lord  Jcfus,  as  incom¬ 
parably  excels  alt  others,  and  particularly  all  the  pritfls 
of  the  Aaronical  orders  as  further  appears  from  the  place , 
where  he  officiates,  who  having  made  atonement  for  fm 
by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf,  which  he  offered  upon  earth, 
is  now  exalted  in  bis  human  nature,  and  perpetually  a- 
bides  in  the  higheft  dignity  and  authority  for  the  com¬ 
pleting  of  his  office,  and  fecaring  the  application  of  the 
benefits  of  his  purchafe,  as  he  appears  in  the  immediate 
prefence  of  the  divine  majefty,  which  may  be  figura¬ 
tively  expreffed  by  his  being  feated  on  the  moft  honour¬ 
able  fide  (as  the  righi  hand  is  deemed  to  be)  of  God 
the  Father's  moll  iltullrious  difplay  of  his  glory,  as  on 
hts  magnificent  throne  in  the  higheft  heaven*  (See  the 
note  on  A£ls  vii.  55*) 

2  And,  not  with  (landing  his  glorious  exaltation  z* 
the  Father's  right  hand,  be  condescends  to  appear  and 
aft  in  his  prieftly  char  after,  as  a  public  rainifter,  ofii- 

ciatii;^ 

NOTE, 

t  The  word  here  rendered  tht  ft;m9  figfdfcts  either,  a  Iritf 

ibtthiif 


%  Am  miner  of 
the  &  Dftuary,  an  d 

of 
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o*  the  tri^  later*  crating  towards,  and  before  God  for  us  about  facrcd 

Wptuhed  !  Aing#  f|Qt  mtke  earthly  fanftuary,  or  Judaic  holy  of 
and  net  man*  holies*  which  he  never  entered  into,  but  the  true  holy 

of  holies,  in  the  habitation  of  God’s  mofl  eminent  glo¬ 
ry,  even  heaven  itfelf,  which  is  called,  wirh  erophjtical 
peculiarity,  bh  fan£tuaryy  (Pf.  cii.  19  )  and  was  typi¬ 
fied  by  that  on  earth  $  nor  does  our  bit  (ltd  .Lord 
ftcr  in  the  (hadowy  earthly  tabernacle,  in  which  he  ne¬ 
ver  officiated  as  a  prieft,  but  in  the  true  fubftantial  ta¬ 
bernacle  of  his  human  nature,  of  which  that  was  a  type 
or  figure ;  and  ("^J  which  was  formed  by  the  immedi¬ 
ate  power  of  God,  as  exerted  in  the  miraculous  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  Holy  Gbott  upon  the  virgin  Mary*  (Luke 
I*  35-)  t  and  was  riot  creeled  by  human  aid  or  affiitancc, 
as  that  tabernacle  was  in  which  the  legal  priefU^nu- 
niftered,  and  which  was  prepared,  fet  up,  arid  fattened 
with  flakes  and  cords  hy  the  hands  of  men.  And  fince 
both  the  fanfluary  and  tabernacle ,  in  which  Chrift  now 
carries  on  his  prieftly  office,  are  more  excellent  than 
any  that  preceded  them,  we  may  affuredly  conclude, 
that  thefacrijice^  which  he,  as  a  high  priett,  prelims 
to  God  therein,  mufl  needs  he  fo  too. 

1  every  g  For  the  fpecial  bufiuefs  of  every  high  prieft,  for 

datned^o  ^offer  whicb  he  is  appointed  and  authorized  of  God,  is  to  prr- 
jifti  and  facd-  fent  oblations  arid  facrifices  of  atonement,  which  ,  bad 

^cei:  been  flam  and  offered,  before  he  carried  their  blood  inti* 

the 


K  O 

f  Some  undriftand  ihe  Ultrnntlt^  of 
vhirfi  Chrift  1*  fiiJ  to  be  the  miniAcr,  as 

fipilfying-  the  ttniverfil  cburcbt  for  whofe 
benefit,  it  trod  lie  allowed,  he  officiate  as 

Akt  grot  High  Prieft.  But  he  doth  not 
rfichtein,  or  by  them,  as  the  rofans  of  his 
.  heavenly  mini  ft  ration,  which  feems  to  be 
what  theapoftle  here  intends,  hi  nllofion  to 
the  jewifh  tabernide,  hi  which,  and  hy 
inetns  of  which,  the  ardent  pried?  perform¬ 
ed  their  boh  mini ftyai tans,  Other?  raW;  ibt 
Uber  trade  10  fignify  the  fame  with  the 
*7,  even  heaven  itftlf ;  But  this  too  ninth . 
nma  the  face  of  a  r+cedlcfs  tautology: 
fince  and  (*k<)  h«rc  cannot  be  excgerical  be- 
uufe  the  uncle  (ray)  follows  it,  I  there¬ 
fore  rather  apprehend  that  the  faufiuatf  ami 

tderM&h  may  be  eon  fide  red  with  a  d'fttnc- 
lioo  of  one  from  the  othcri  as  the  fiift  al¬ 
lude  to  the  moft  holy  plioer  which  was  a 
figure  of  heaven  ;  and  the  /ecnnd  alludes  10 
the  whole  of  that  iacred  edifice  which  vas 
erefted  under  the  fan'.  And  as  God  dwelt 
}n  the  tabernacle  with  vlfi  hie  emblems  of  his 
gk>ry,  which  filled  the  bo  oft,  as  it  after- 
wards  did  the  rerople,  (Ex*  id.  34,  3$ .  com¬ 
pared  wub  1  Kings  riiL  io,  1 1.)  fy  that  fa- 

Vo  I .  V. 


T  V.. 

bcrnarlc  may  very  properly  he  regard rd  * 
type  of  the  body  or  ftiiuun  navirrc  of  Chrili ; 
for  the  human  body  Is  called  a  fabcrr.ic'r-j 
a  Cor.  v,  i.  and  *  Pet,  u  14.;  pud  <*ur 
Ijorrf  in  his  in  martial  i.r  (jbemat  U4 

(tcxTurtf)  us.  (John.  i.  J4  )  and 

fpoke  of  his  own  body  u&  a  temple,  in  sliu- 
ion  to  the  Jewifti  ti-mpk,  *vhich.  in  its  trie 
fucceeded  the  TabtTiTacl",  John  n.  tg%  n  ; 
we  arc  allb  told*  that  in  hiint  iu  ;t  s  cr- 
Hide*  **  d^ll^  all  die  the  C«.k1* 

tl  head  bodily/1  (Col.  H-  0  )  A^.d  as  tin 
tahoniacle  w^s  iet  up  edy  icr  a  >ifnr,  to  he 
pdHerl  do^JJ  on%  otvidion,*  and  riurt  rr*'£Htl 
(Nirm,  i.  jj.  and  x.  xi.)  fo  wis 
the  b*»ty  of  mir  l.ord  in  iiis  de^th  and 
rtfurrvfllon.  \W  may  al^b  furrbrr  f'bfrtvc, 
that  the  ptrP.vtfrr,  rbiu^h  ex  proved  by  i 
’  plural  ucun,  (tw*  nyua)  !;pni!3vs  t4  the  bo- 
u  lieftof  all,  *r  ihe  hrdy  jilat'C/*  as  U  1^ 
rendered*  chap,  tat-  S,  np  is*  ■nd/tv^stbe 
fenfe  which  J  fake  to  be  tsoft  direeliy  ir:  * 
tended  here:  And  yet  as  b  alfo  fi^nihes  kefy 
thirty* f  and  as  Chrift*s  miniftring  hi  his 
v  privftiy  office  is  about  finch  thrngSi  it  might 
not  he  amHs  to  ioggeft  that  ihoogVt  *&>, 

v  t 
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fires:  whcref arth 
is  of  ncotfiky  that 


tills  nun  have 
ft? me* hat  alib  to 


4  Pur  if  he 

were  on  esinh,  he 
Ihould  not  be  a 
pricitvfccirt|r  that 
there  are  n-itiis 
that  offer  gift?  ue- 
cWing  10  the 

la* ; 


5  Who  ferre 
unto  ttve  cxjrni- 
pkand  thadowuf 
tieavcolf  thin^r, 
a*  Molts  was  sd' 
inon'Jhvtl  of  Liwd 
whin  he  was  3* 
boat  to  make  the 
t^bemade*  For 

fee 


the  holy  place,  and  in  ordtr  to  hifl  doing  fo  *  j  it  was 
therefore  abfolutely  cecefFary,  that,  to  anfwer  that  cha< 
rs£ters  this  great  gofpd  High  Priett,  (TWn}  .of  whom 
we  are  fpcaking,  Should  alfo  have  a  facriftce  to  offer, 
fuitable  to  his  dignity,  as  God-man,  and  to  the  glori¬ 
ous  ftate  and  place  of,hi$  prefent  mmiflrations  and  that 
he  ftiould  prefcnt  it  in  the  heavenly  fa tiEhiary  before  the 
throne  of  God,  as  the  ancient  typical  high  priefl  did 
the  blood  of  the  legal  he ri frees  before  the  mercy-feat  in 
in. the  xnoft  holy  place. 

4  For  if  he  were  to  have  continued  only  upon  earth, 
he  could  not  ha ve^ffi dated,  as  a  high  pried,  in  that 
mod  glorious  part  of  bis  office  which  was  to  be  perfor¬ 
med  in  t\\±fdn&uarj\  fince  there  arc  high  priefls  of 
Aaron's  Order,  that  prefect  fieri  Ikes  in  the  Jc&ifb  ho- 
ly  of  holies,  according  to  God's  institution  of  that  office 
under  the  law  ;  which  admits  of  no  prieft  of  any  other 
tribe,  and  confequcntly  not  of  Chrift,  who  was  of  the 
tribe  of  Jui&hi  to  be  joined  with  them.  (See  the  note 


cn  chap *  vii.  13.) 

5  Who  miniitcr  in  that  tabernacle,  and  do  the  fer- 
vice  of  it*  which  was  a  typical  draught  ami  ihadowy  re- 
prefentatiou  of  the  true  tabernacle  ■)-,  in  which  our 
blcffcd  Lord  now  officiates  in  heaven,  as  an  interceflbry 
High  Pried  ;  intimations  of  which  were  given  by  God 
to  Mofisy  when  he  received  divine  orders  of  what  he 
ihould  do  in  framing  and  finilhing  that  earthly  uber- 

narlp  ; 


N  0  * 

*  The  true  key,  as  I  take  ir,  of  the  apo- 
file1*  argument  in  Oils  and  thetuo  following 
ver fes,  \*t  rh*t  iu  aifeitwu  to  the  office  of 
the  bijjh  pvi-ft  under  tha  few,  who  was  to 
kill  ±.}[£  oifer  tie  lUriKces  on  the  grai  day 
of  atonement,  bdorc  hu  entered,  and  ear¬ 
ned  ihelr  blood  iuin  the  Jioly  place  wfehin 
tb^-Tiriif  as  was  rxpivt'rij  ordered,  {feev. 

xrb  St — 1>-)  Cb.riu  offered  the  iacrirics  of1 
Utaafcif  in  fcfe  death,  licforc  he  enti-rad  into 
heaven  with  h«  own  blood,  to  prefett;  the 
virtue  of  ii  before  the  t  broth:  of  grace,  and* 
ns  it  were,  to  fprinkle  it  on  the  throne* 
(which  was  typified  hy  the  metoy-fcm,)  for 
rendering  ii  effectual  unto  att  the  great  ?nd 
btefled  pnrpotcs  for  which  it  had  U<m  died, 
and  offered  in  a  Artificial  way  on  the  cruA  : 
For  this  was  a  neceffiry  ptirr  cf  the  icrvicc, 
which  belonged  10  the  offtrbg,  in  order  to 
its  fully  anfweriu g  i  5  end,  And  feean  to  me 
to  be ere  principally  iiitcwlsd*  n*  her  than 
the  cfjirin"  of  the  aronin^  facriJirt:  itlclf  oa 
the  bruen  y.l;ir,  which  was  finithei  by  tfie 
high  piUft  before  he  cnicred  with  its  blond 
jnto  the  litiihrary*  its  Ch nil’s  ntfb  was  on  tho* 
crofs^  when  tiirough  the  ctcrwd  Spirit  he 


E  3. 

offered  hirofelf  without  fpot  to  God  before* 
he  entered  into  heaven ;  And  therefore  it 
would  have  been  tuconti/tcnr  with  the  nature 
of  Chritt’s  pridlhood  for  blip  ro  here  coat?- 
sued  on  earth,  as  the  apoftle  arguel  to  the  next 
verfe *  bec3\tfe  iht  in  which  hfe 

mini  Dry  as  a  hitb  ptieft  wj.t  in  he 
according  to  the  lypi^l  mtantng  of  the  h^ 
iy  of  holies,  is  hurt*  itfiff.  This  l  hum¬ 
bly  conceive  fot$  the  wiwle  difcouric  on  this 
head  in  a  much  dearer,  caljcr,  a^d  more  bar* 
mooiout light*  th-n  1  could  ever  gatlter  fro^n 
the  numerous  perplexed  acCaUftt*  lJut  \rM(* 
been  given  of  it. 

t  'l'hc  difficulty  of  this  werfc  is  fiv  ymt. 
and  the  various  interpretations  of  iit  by 
the  commentators  1  have  are  Ibebuure 
and  unfa  Lis  fying,  that  f  have  humbly  at* 
tempted  ro  give  \vha:  teem  0  otc  to  be  tie 
tuoft  cafy  and  intcJUyibfe  account  of  it,  in 
confiffeucc  with  Mr  PicrcvV  criricifms  *  ^ 
fonie  of  the  words,  which  they  lh«t  arc 
minded  may  ccmluh  ;  and  which  indeed  folt 
led  my  thoughts  to  this  feufc,  rhou^Uiile 
moffly  diinmmt  from  his,  and  from  *lt 

oiltcrs  that  1  have  met  with* 


Ch.  rift 
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A*  (iSth he}  tb«t  nacliirv “Eor  .wheo  be  was  going  about  that  work,  God 

thing)  ‘ucordfrir  faidtcrbim,  (Ex.  xiv.  40:)  Be  *ery  careful  and  exa£t 
to  (be  ptttera.ia  ycuf'fuperintendeiicy  and  directions  for  making ere- 
shewed  todwria;  rjr,  esen  the  mott  niiltutc  part  of  the  tabernacle,  in 


the  mouat* 


6  But  now  bath 
he  obtained  :  a 
mare  excellent 
mlniftry*  by  how 
much  atfii  be  u 
the  nedbtor  of  a 
better  covenant, 
which  was  efta* 
blifhed  upon  bet¬ 
ter  pro<pifcj. 


H 


It 


*  ■ 

which  I  will  rdwelt)  without  the  lead  variation  from, 
hut  juft  aocooting  to  that' mod  cl  t  which  was  phi  ?i  r 
drawn  out  to  your  view  in  the  vifion  I  give  you  ot  it 
in,  the  mount;  which  model*  as  it  was  of  heavenly  ori¬ 
ginal*  exa£My  srnfwerablc  to  the  idea  of  it  an  the  mind 
of  Gad,  was  alfo  a  typical  platform  of  the  inhabitation 
of  the  deity  in  the  tabernacle  of  CbriJIV -human  natuie* 
in  which  he  minifies  in  the  heavenly  fanfluary* 

6  And  (Jr)  how  our  bl  cried  Lard,  in  Iris  exalted  (Ur?* 
has  evidently  obtained,  by  a  lingular  appr:inrnient  and 
call  of  God  hi*  Father*  and  accordingly  is  now  aftuaU 
]y  engaged  in*  a  far  more  excellent*  honourable,  and 
beneficial  office  ef  miniltration,  than  all  th\t  ever  was 
exerctfcd  before  him  under  the  old  covenant-difpenfa- 
tion  j  as  on  many  other  accounts,  that  have  been  alrea¬ 
dy  inlifted  on  at  large,  (wr.  1*— 5.  and  chap,  vh\)  fo 
in  proportion  to  the  incomparably  greater  excellence 
and  advantage  of  then™  c^i^fltfflf-difpcnfarion,  { ver - 
8.)  *  of  which  he  is  the  only  mediator,  for  taking  away 

all 

T  E. 

to  the  temporal  hl/ifim^  ot  this  life,  a^d 
prnfperily  in  the  Ucd  of  and 

wa 4  delivered  to  that  jiiLtcn*  us  a  ho^y  prli* 

ttc,  under  the  form  of  a  oo/enaot  nf  w-ifky, 

irpon  the  fulfilling  of  which  they  were  to  in¬ 
herit  the  bldTing*  of  rhit  had*  Hat  cen- 
Jidcriiig  It  as  a  covenant  which  God  imds 
wlih  1  he  du:rth  of  Ifacl,  as  rhrir  re¬ 
form*  their  fpirrval  and  cter^?.l  enn- 
tern 5,  it  certain cd  a  reprcieniaiion  both  of 

the  original  covenant  of  works,  which  they 
;s  Tinners  Lad  broke,  and  cmild  no:  keep  : 
and  of  die  covenant  of  which  pro¬ 

vided  f^r  their  pardon  and  jnKitlcarirn.  It 
let  forth  the  on final  covenant  of  work*,  a* 
the  fobftuore  of  dial  covenant  ru  re pK  tent¬ 
ed  in  the  law  of  the  fen  commandments; 
and  as  the  form  of  it  was  dra^  n  cut  la  de- 
c  tint  ion?,  that  41  if  1  man  did  ihe  thin£5 
**  contained  therein,  Lefhonld  live  hyOieiw/* 
(Lcv-xvlii.  5-)  This  ws*  nnt  only  the  ccn- 
rlttion  of  the  roven^rt,  n  :f  related  t  j  tc?s* 
per.*/  l>  Idlings,  but  was  like  wife  a  draught 
the  original  covenant  or  works,  retiring,^ 

fplrlfadi  blelfings,  as  appears  from  the  ape- 

file's  mentioning  this  tenor  o.f  if,  with  a  re¬ 
ference  ro  the  Gcnti'cs,  who  nci-tr  were  ur- 
der  the  5mai*Cv>vcnar.r,  (Rjinu  x*  j.  ami 
Oal»  in*  so,  it,)  and  frotn  Ins  fpekin^  of 
G eg  tile-believers  being  delivered  from  its 
cuifr,  hy  ChriiVs  being  made  a  cuafe  for 
them,  (Gal*  ilk  ij<)  Now  the  defipn  of 
A  Goi 


NO 

*  For  tinderfandln£  th>i  and  all  Hk  Col- 
loTing  Tdrfo  to  tke  end  of  theehapter^  in 
conJrrmation  of  what  is  here  aflmed  cen- 
ccnring  Cluill,  ^  the  Mediator  of  a  better 
covenant,  which  is  alio  called  a  vtvr  tovtrtanf, 
m.  S,  1  ji  ic  is  neceffiry  to  confidcr  what 
that  fir  ft  covenant  was,  which  this  bettef  arid 
nev  coreaant  b  preferred  to,  Tt  doubtiefs 
ns  the,  covenant  which  God  made  with 
lilael  at  mount  Sinai,  as  appears  frnm  ver, 
p,  idicre  it  15  called  44  the  covenant  that  he 
*l  mide  with  cbeit'  fathers,  wlien  he  toot 
them  by  the  hand-  to  lead  them  oot  of 
Egypt/'  This  (taking  it  alt^ge:her)  was 
merely  the  covenant  of  works,  as  am* 
tuning  terms  of  aroeptincc  «1ia  gIkJ  to 
(ttnul  life;  Per  God  never  did,  r»r  could 
accept  finfot  cresunret  to  eternal  life  upon  the 
(aot  of  that  broken  covenant.  Nor  ww  it 
merely  £j»e  covetianr  of  Cf4,ce :  For  Chrilt 
wu  always  the  Mediator  of  the  covenant  of 
grace  1  and  its  promises  were  zlwayt,  for 
fubftanee  the  lame  >  and  fi>  he  coaid  not  be 
f.id,  by  way  of  diftintfUon,  to  be  the  Medi¬ 
ator  of  &n  abtblutcly  bcrtei1  ^tenant ;  nor 
codd  it  be  &id  10  be  ellsblilhcd  on  better 
promises  than  that.  1  therefore  appre¬ 
hend  that  ic  was  a  u  temporary  cnvCnaDt  of 
“  peculiarif/rt  with  the  Jews*  which*  -consi¬ 
dered  barely  as  a  covenant  between  God  and 
them,  as  he  was  their  political  king,  and 
l|tcy  were  his  national  fabjefh*  related  only 
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all  manner  of  difference  betweeiVGod  and  Kis  people, 
and  purchafing  all  its  fpiritnal  and  eternal  bleflings  for 
them  by  the  facrifice  of  bimfelf;  and  for  ratifying  it  by 
his  blood,  as  atfo  for  fee u ring  the  accompli  fomen  t  of  all 
its  promifes,  and  enabling  them  to  accept  of  if,  and 
yield  themfelves  to  Gnd  according  to  it:  This  is  a  co* 

Tenant  which  was  forhied  into  an  authoritative  eflablifh* 
ment  upon  -more  fpirituaJ,  advantageous 

and  heavenly,  ex  ten  five,  and  absolute  promt  ft  s,  (wr. 
io,  xi}  \2*)  than  what  were  contained  in  the  former 
legal  adminiftrarion  of  it  at  mount  Sinai >  (vtr*  9.) 

AnA 

T  E. 


H  O 

G'm\  in  thus  induclSnj  tbt  covenant  of 
works,  in  the  taw  given  to  Hhid/ might  be 
-to  lay  factors  them  *  perfrrf  rule  of  figlne- 
ou  Iritis,  and  to  1} lew  them  the  neccJlify  nf  t 
Antals  conformity  io  It,  in  order  to  their  ob* 

'fanning  juftifieafion  in  his  fight  by  their  own 

~  works  3  and,  confcquen.ly,  to  convince  them 
of  their  fin  and  darker,  as  they  were  truuf* 
gttvT'n  s  of  ihls  firighirJ  law;  of  tiic  impofli- 
’fciiiry  of  ohiaining  eternal  Jiff  by  their  own 
obedience  to  it  ,  and  of  the  necefiity  of  an 
atonement  for  ftn,  and  of  a  bctier  rigDtcouf- 
neff  than  their  own  to  jsflily  them  before 
God;  andfoitwis  tubiervient  to  the  in 

motions  t hat  were  given  iR  the  MoUic  difr 

peo of  the  covenant  of  grace;  Ac¬ 
cordingly  the  Siti;d*  covenant  included  stlfo  a 
teprefco ration  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  as 
she  promHbs  of  a  Saviour  m*de  10  Adam 
immediardy  upon  the  falL  and  afterwards, 
vi'h  further  enlargements  to  Abraham, 
were  nut  tllfenmiLUtl,  nr  rendered  iodfcOual 
by  the  Mofiue  Lw>  (Gal,  iiL  17,}  and  as  the 
various  Jhcrifices,  walhiagf,  and  purifying®, 
by  hbxxl  and  water,  were  appointed  in  the 
iSii)ai-eoveiunt  hfHf,  to  prefigure  Chrift,  and 
point  the  church  Ifruel  to  hitn  for 
hng  from  the  gv.Ut  of  fin  by  his  atoning 
blood,  and  for  renewing  grace  by  his  fane- 
Itfyiof  Spirit,  And  God  all  along  dealt 
w-th  llnj  belief  mg  Irriu.lifci:*  according  to, 
and  laved  them  by  this  covenant,  in  virtue 
of  the  pvorciifc  of  the  ”  tied  of  the  woman 
4t  that  fbould  braifr  the  ftrpe&i's  teach  and 
4t  of  the  iced  of  Abraham,  in  whom  all  n»- 
“  lions  IhouUl  be  hleficd/*  which  pr-^niiies 
fliU  fubfilletl,  and  ran  through  the  Mofsdc 
dif|«iifirtb*n,  a*  «  qrnvmd  of  faith  in  the 
grace  of  God,  Through  the  promlfed  Mcf- 
fiah,  for  eternal  litej  though  the  carnal 
turned  ihc  whole  of  that  dtfpenfation 
into  a  co  vena  nr  of  works,  and  fought  rii±h* 

"  n  ^ 

tmuihe-s  forjullificaEicH  to  life  by  their  own 
obedience  to  it;  ami  jo  fell  Jltorc  of  thrift  J 
and  falvn^on  by  him,  as  rhe  apulllc  tells  tu, 
Rom*  lit,  |i,  13,— taking  the  Sinai 
covenant  alone,  and  by  itftlf,  as  made  be* 

■  tTcco  God  and  lir^cJ  under  the  flrlct  no* 


lion  of  hU  be’rig  thdr  poHtScal  king;  ard 
taking  Jt  as  containing  a  plan- of  the  original 
covenant  of  works :  tltc  covenant  of  grace, 
under  rhe  gofpel-difpc nation,  vns  rt  entire* 
ly  a  new  co^nant,  cfLblilhal  upon  better 
4f  promtfes,*  relating  to  the  heavenly  inhe¬ 
ritance,  in  apportion  to  both  t^fe  confide- 
rations  of  the  Sinai*  covenant,  ift  which  it  is 
fpoken  of  as  the  firjl  and  old  cmnantt  (ver* 
7.  1  j.)  Hut  taking  it  in  its  great.tr  latitude, 
with  all  its  appendages,  as  including  the 
whole  of  the  Mo&ic  difpeufation,  with  1 
reference  to  lfrael's  fpiruual  and  eternal  con¬ 
cerns;  the  covenant  of  grace,  under  the  gc-T* 
pei-difpcnlation  of  it,  may  he  catted  a 
**  ntw  covenant,  eftablilhcd  nn  better  pro- 
**  miles,”  not  indeed  cbfohtttfy,  but  in  rrr- 
kvnrt/ptfts'f  becauic  the  light,  liber  tv,  aad 
grace  contained  herein,  are  more  clearly,  cx- 
preftiy,  and  abundantly  pnotniitd  in  this; 
than  they  ever  were  before  in  that  former 
dUpen&tion TXf  it;  and  beettufe  of  (lie  more 
fpiriuial  ordinajices  of  worlbip  that  arc  eon- 
taiued  in  this  than  were  m  that ;  For  as 
the  law  of  (otc  is  called  a  nnv  cQVTMandmmt, 
(John  xiii*  J4*}  not  abfihUij  a  new  one, 
fince  it  was,  for  iuhlUnce,  contained  in  the 
Peoluguc,  and  other  parts  of  the  Old  Tcf* 
tament  many  ages  before;  bur  a  nt td  cam- 
wendmeitit  with  rciptit  to  the  new  explica¬ 
tions*  rowives,  and  eirforctments,  fit c*  with 
whico  our  Lord  delivered  it.  (Sue  the  pan* 
phrafc  and  note  on  Jnhu  v'U*  J4^)  &<>  the 
Siini-co venom,  10  the  whole  coropafs  of  it, 
m»y  be  called  t(  the  covenant  of  grace, 
“  cWrhed  with  the  darkneft  and  terror  01 
4t  the  legal  difpenfarlnn  ;**  and,  in  diftinc* 
(ion  from  it,  “  a  dear,  difer cumbered,  fpi- 
**  ritual,  and  glorious  edition  and  eu  large - 

“  meut  of  it/'  under  the  gofptl-difpeni.K- 
lion,  may  be  called  a  ufw  and  better  cove- 
xant\  And  (hat  is  the  view  in  which  l  have 
chiefly  considered  them  in  this  and  (he  M* 
towing  veriest  for  unlc-s  we  fuppoic  rhe 
fir  ft  cove  nine  to  have  a  reUtkin  to  fpiricit-l 
benefits  ia  this  argument,  in  tales  in  pi1** 
prietj  and  force. 
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7  For  if  that 

ftfft  CQVt bid 

teen  faultl^fs, 
il'cn  Oiould  no 
place  have  been 
fhught  for  die  To* 
cojkL 


1  For,  ftndiog 
fruit  wilb  them, 

kt  frith,  Beheld} 

the  day*  come, 
(filth  the  Lord,) 
when  I  wilt  make 
i  new  covenant 
with  the  houie  of 
Ifrael ,  and  with 
tie  hoo&  of  Jn- 

<frh ; 


accord¬ 
ing  to  the  cove¬ 
nant  thar  i  made 
vith  thdr  fathers, 
io  the  day  when  1 

tyOfc 


And  that  Jhis  is  a  better  and  more  perfe£b  covenant 
than  that}  ii  evident* 

7  For  if  the. former Sinai  covenant  had  been  free  from 
all  defe£U,  as  to  its  eftablifoment,  Sight,  grace,  and 
efficacy,  for  peifeftfng  toe  fhtfe  of  the  church,  which 
indeed  it  never  was  defined  for,  how  good  foever  it  was 
in  itfelf,  and  how  fit  foever  co  anfwer  its  particular  ends, 
which  it  was  undoutedly  well  fuited  to,  as  Gcd  himfelf 
was  the  author  ofit:  If,  I  fay,  it  had  not  been  infufficicnt 
to  anfwer  all  the  ends  of  his  grace  towards  his  people 

in  their  church-fiate  upon  earth,  which  is  to  ilTue  in 
their  perfection  in  httiven,  then  there  certainly  would 
have  been  oo  occalion  for  the  wifdom  of  God  to  have 
contrived,  nor  for  his  people  to  have  defired,  ano¬ 
ther  more  fpi  ritual  and  complete  ad  mini  ft  ration  of  the 
covenant  of  grace  upon  earth  ;  nor  would  there  have 
been  any  room  for  introducing  it  under  thr  gofpel-ftate, 
as  it  is  plain  there  was. 

8  For  God  having  accufed  and  reproved  the  Jc^sf 

by  the  prophet  Jcrcmiaht  (chap*  txxh  31,  &e<)  for 
their  tranfgreffions  of  that  covenant,  which  indeed  did 
not  fecure  their  obedience,  he  fays,  Obferve  with  atten¬ 
tion,  wonder  and  joy,  the  days  are  coming  and  tnftcn* 
ing  apace,  fays  the  fovercign  Lord  of  hea¬ 

ven  and  earth,  even  the  days  of  the  Meffiah,  whom  ye 
expe£t  to  come  1  when  I  will  affurediy  fet  up  and  fiiiiflj 

31  new  coYenam-difpenfarion  of  free  and  ab¬ 
solute  promifeB  j  and  I. will  eftablifo  it  irrevocably  and 
unalterably  with  my  people,  both  with  thofe  that  are  a- 
mong  the  ten  tribes  of  IfraeU  and  with  thofe  cf  the 
houfe  of  Judahf  including  chat  of  Btn]Aiminy  who  all 
in  their  turns  have  fhamefuliy  violated  my  pufuit  co¬ 
venant  with  them  :  And  I  will  make  it,  not  wi;h  them 
only,  that  belong  to  either  of  thefe  tribes  ;  but  with  all 
my  fpiritual  If  rad \  who  were  typified  by  them  *  ^  and 
who,  under  the  gofpeWtare,  whether  rb*y  be  or 

(hall  be  called  the  Ifrael  of  Cod.  (GaL  vi.  16,) 

9  This  new  covenant  (hall  not  be  weak  and  ineffec¬ 
tual,  according  to  the  tenor  of  that  covenant  of  peculi¬ 
arity,  which  I  entered  into  with  Ifrad's  natural  and  co- 
venam-anfeftors,  at  the  time  when,  with  nil  the  tender* 
nefs,  care,  and  condefcenfion  of  a  father,  I,  as  it  were. 

Led 

T  E. 

ciourty  expend  his  rent-wing  and  pit  cloning 
grsec,  ver*  ;o,  n>  ii,  vhith  c-jnnut  be 
fdicl  of  the  alioU  body  of  lUatl  :if:er  the 
fjtfrtl,  win  eh  lei's  of  them;  hut 

holds  £oud  as  tu  sH  ihc  f/wf*  whir- 

ihcr  Jc.ij  01  ml  u  r.oiw  bill  :hcai* 


N  O 

*  That il  ihe  tnie  Israel  of  of  what 
uaiion  ftever,  are  tn  be  iacludtd  under  ihcfc 
rtjrrfers  nr  tkferiprion*  of  Ifrael  and  j«* 
Aiii,  appear* ;  'hecmtie  the  potions  here  in¬ 
tended  are  thnfe  to  whom  God  abi&fottJy 

promitaJ,  that  be  would  aftunlly  and  effic*- 
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tcrJt  them  by-  the 

k?udto  Bad  (hem 

cut  <jf  tbe  land 

rtff.^ypcj  lie* 

ante  they  tnu'i- 

EtteJ  not  in  mv 

■ 

fwtnant,  bjhI  1 
rc^arjt  d  \  hem 
ror,  Will  the 

LotJi 


to  For  this  it 
ihc  covenant  th.'t 
]  w?t!  make  with 
tbe  hi’uie  of  If* 
rati  afo  r  thr  fj 

<Uyfj  faith  the 
l,Q3rti;  I  will  put 
my  laws  ir£o 
tU  .dr  mind,  tiki 
wrtit  them  m 
their  hewts:  ami 
]  will  Ik  to  them 

■  GoJ,  and  they 

Ibali  be  to  me 


led  them,  likcwcak  andhelplefsctiildrcn,  by- the  band, 
to  deliver  them,  in  the  greataefiof  my  power  and  mer¬ 
cy,  out  of  all  the  opprefions,  niiferiea-,  and-  Havery,  un¬ 
iter  which  they  were  tn  fore  bondage ‘io  the  land  of  £• 
gyplt  This  now  covenant,  I  L>yf  ftull  not  be  of  the 
lame  llrain  and  conifitution  with  that ;  becaufe  through 
the  treachery  of  their  own  hearts,'  which  that. covenant 
of  peculiarity,  as  fuch,  did  not  abfolutely  provide  a- 
giinft,  they  .were  not:  ftedfaft”  in  it  ;  hut  deipifed  and 
made  it  void  by  breaking  through  all  its  fa c red  bonds ; 
and  I  thereupon  withdrew  my  favour  and  protection 
from  them,  and  di^  not;  regard  them,  aecotding-to-  the 
tenor  of  that. covenant,  with  the  love,  care,  and  le fi¬ 
tter  nefs  of  a  hulbiqd  t  any  more  y  as,  in  cafe  of  their 
difobedience*  I  had  given  them  reafon  to  eipeCt  that  1 
would  not,  fays  the  Lord  Jehovah/  who,  being  highly 
provoked  by  their  unfaithful  behaviour,  jiitUy  rejected 
them.  .  ..  * 

jo  This  new  covenant  (hall  be  of  a  much  better  and 
furer  tenor  than  that :  For  this  is  the  funi  and  Jubilance 

j  i  -t 

of  the  covenant*  which  I*  of  my  own  mere  graefc,  'will 
make  with  all  my  fpintual  Ifraelt  firft  of  the  Jevjst 
and  then  of  the  Gentiles*  under  the  gofpel-ftate,  after 
the  Old  Teftamcnt-dHpenfetion  (hali  ceafe*  fays  tbe 
great  Jehovah  ;  1  will  enlighten  and  renew  thqr  uu- 
derltamltogs*  that  they  may  behold  ibefpirituality*  pu¬ 
rity  and  extent  of  the  motallavr*  by  an.  inward  opera* 
lion  upon  their  mnitiGf  and  wit)  give  them  a  plain  in* 
fight  into  the  doflrine  of  falyation'by  the  Mcffiab  *  ; 
And  I  will  not  onlyfet  thefe  things  with  the  clcareft 
and  ftrongeft  evidence  before  their  minds ;  but  will 
ftuihcrmore  make  a  thorough  change  upon  their  wills* 
aliHVions,  and  all  the  practical  powers  of  their  fouls* 
by  engraving  them*  not  (as  I  did  the  law  of  the  ten 
command  me  tits)  by  a  miraculous  imprefljon  on  tables 
of  Itens  ;  but  by  a  fupcrnattfral  gracious  operation  of. 
my  Spirit,  who  Iball  write  them  in  tbe  frjbly  tables  of 
ibeir  hearts t  ( :  Cor*  iiu  J-)  to  guide  and  govern  them 
in  ail  thtir  ways:  And,  according  to  this  new  and  hot¬ 
ter  covenant*  I  will  an  alMulficicut  God*  in  z  way 

of 


wo 

f  Whiit  >s  her*  renrkred,  <<  I  /cgirdtd 
**  them  as  it  lyes  in  tbe  trarrd.uion  p: 

the.  Sdjtezfjt  b  reeding  from  the  Hebrew,  in 
Ter*  asm*  ji.  tic  rlice  here 
(i  Though  !  an  husband  t;»  ihcnv.w  Bet 
«.s  Oie  feme  «  much  rhe  i;mc,  according  io 
rhf  vic-v  1  h^ve  g;ven  of  :t;  (b  Dr  Pocock 
i  ;*s  IcsrRi-cihTn^wii  clu?  the  Hebrew  word 
fijiviflti  bstli t?  $avcrx  and  #j  h  &  tof* 


V  B  S.  1 

hniiAj  mid  to  arglctly  lfcy  and  ttf *jl\  (f  ce 
hi*  Mijtei.  dup*i.) 

*  By  bis  ItmtS'W*  its. iy  underfbnd  pn ma- 
rilv  th^  moral  hvt;  hul  not  to  the  c>  el  mi  on 
of  the  wider  ienle  of  tlie  ^ord,  in  which  it 
b  (bmcilir.ci  taken,  to  ftiprify  atiy  do^hinv* 
of  divine  revelation  which  God  requires  r 
to  rtecive  wilt  ihc  oUdicnre  of 
tbe  net*  on  -Etotr;,  iir,  17.} 


ia\£ 


Ch*  ml 


Tk$  Epiftk  to  ih*  Hebrews  paraphrafed* 


JW3 


It  And  they 
fhaU  pot  truth  c- 
«ry  man  his 
ncighbuui*,  atM 
cwry  nun  his 
brother,  flying  , 
Knuar  the -Lord: 
for  all  Ihjll  fuioiv 
tne>  from  the  lea  ft 
to  tbt  grciitdl. 


i;  For  I  wiH-he 

mcr- 


of  proLc&ion,  favour,  and  btefiuig,  to  them  i  and  will 
.own  them,  and  perform  all  things  for  them,  as  their 
God;  And -they  fhall  be  inclined  anti  enabled,  by  my 
grace*  to  anfwer  their  obligations  to  me,  in  a  way.  cf 
faith  and  love,  doty  and  obedience,  and  of  owing  me 
in  a  becoming  profeffion  of  my  name,  as  my  peculiar 
covenant*peo[de  f  and  fo  I  will  rake  effectual  care  that 
this  my  covenant  be  cot  liable  to  be  made  void  on  their 
part*  any  more  than  on  my  own,  as  the  fir  ft  covenant 
was* 

n  And  the  light  and  energy  of  this  fuper  natural  iU 
lumifiaiion  of  their  minds,  and  of  this  writing  my  laws 
in  their  hearts,  (half  be  fo  clear,  extenfive,  and  power¬ 
ful  in  all  important  points,  that,  comparatively  fpcak- 
itig,  none  of  them  fhall  have  like  occafion,  as  there 
was  under  the  former  dark  difpenfatioo,  to  explain  them 
one  to  another,  merely  by  the  typical  and  ftwlowy  n> 
prefentations  therein  made  of  them  \  much  left  (lull 
they  depend  upon,  and  reft  in  external  teachings,  na 
many  of  the  Jtws  have  dem*,  ami  that  according  to 
the  corrupt  notions  of  their  Rabins  *  :  They  ftnll  have 
no  need,  after  this  manner,  to  fay,  each  of  th-m  to 
his  neighbour  and  acquaintance,  or  to  his  kindred  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  fltdh,  or  brother  in  a  rcliginus  relation. 
Follow  my  instructions  to  bring  you  to  the  knowledge 
of  Cfmft  and  of  God  in  him ;  For  all  Ehn's  children 
(hall  be  efiicacio&fly  taught  by  my  Spirit,  {//.  Uv,  13* 
and  John  vh  45,}  that  they  may  experimentally,  be- 
lUvingly,  affefiionaTcJy,  and  practically  know  me  for 
thcmfelves,  according  to  fhc  plain  revelation  1  Jhiil 
make  of  my  perfections,  couufds,  and  will,  and  of  ihz 
way  of  fal/ation  through  the  Mefluh,  in  the  gofpel, 
whether  they  be  the  weakeft  or  the  ftrongdl  b*licveir, 
or  whatsoever  difference  there  may  be  among  them,  as 
to  the  degrees  of  their  knowledge  of  me. 

12  For,  that  there  niay  he  no  obfiructicti  to  the  free 
communications  of  my  grace,  and  performance  of  my 


N  0 

*  Wt  art  not  to  fuppnft  that  4<  they  (hail 
"  not  teach  every  man,’’  &c.  is  defigned  to 
meWjtaU  public  and  private,  miniflcraU 
family*  and  IbciJtl  luftruOiuo;  for  ttm  it 
founded  oo  the  h*v  of  n-rfure,  and  i*  en¬ 
forced  in  tht  New.  Teft  ament  -in  ft  [tilt  ton  of  a 
nofpel-mioiflry  to  continue  to  the  conium* 
motion  of  ail  things*  (Mat.  xxviiL  i-  and 
£i>heC  iv.  i;,  ti,  13  )  and  id  rbe  obligation 
th-tt  \i  Lid  upiui  £*  Qu  if  Kan  parents  to 
**  bring  up  their  children  in  the  nurture  and 
“  admonition  of  the  Lord,1*  (Ephcftfi.  4*) 
alto  in  the  UU't'frjitt  that  311  glv.n  in 


covcnaai’- 

TF» 

this  very  epilllc*  (chap.  ili.  ij*  ami  x.  m» 
15*)  to  jfiivate  Chritii.in'S,  to  41  exhort  o:*c 
*'  another  diJiy/1  &*;.  ^ J "i-1?  pafljjjeihoT?* 

fore  muft  he  «Acn,  c'thci*  in  a  co-^p-irative 
I  cafe,  iis  turh  often  ?  (-i-e 

It  a.  sim*  ib.  Jcr  Tvi*r.  r*,  1 3.) 

Or  eife  wii h  reference  to  nvninvr  ot 
teaching  u-hicti  was  r^!!  id  UFi* 

rkr  iht  uMUniucs  oi  0\  \  'LVhitiWfiit* 

X 

difpcnraii.x',  ami  t?iv  omriiyt 

tfons  of  liic  J l: o, i:h  cr  kuth  ns-y  k*, 

in  eluded* 
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Cb.  i 


iz. 


Dcevclfut  to  their 
(i-jr.  .infill  -n/hrs 

and  their  (j-h and 

t^ci;  )  ;  q*i  tiles 

wdl  I  neiTKm^r 
no  mure* 


1 1  Id  that  be 
fatth. A  new  cove- 

made 

thr  firrt  oJd*  Nrv 
flcii  which  dr- 

c:*¥P'h.  and  *ax- 
fth  old,  h  ready 
tA^Puib  away. 


covenant-promifes  to  them,  .^■iracf  oJ/uaif  **t^) 

I  will  mercifully  pardon  their  unrighteous  deeds  thro’ 
'  faith  in  ChriA’s  propitiation,  ;  Rem*  Hi*  25.) 

and  as  to  ail  their  fmful  fwervings  from  my  command* 
ments,  and  their  departures  from  the  rule  of 

duty,  ami  the  chief  end  of  life  ;  and  all  their  difeun- 
foimitiesto,  and  tranfgreflions  of  my  Jaw,  ( 
wbofe  prerogative  and  glory  it  is  t o  forgive  iniqvity,  and 
tranjg  tjjior. end fwt  (Ex.  xxxiv.  7.)  even  I,  will  as  en- 
ttre^y  pardon  them,  as  if  I  had  quite  forgot  them  ;  and 
will  never  call  them  to  mind,  fo  as  to  proceed  in  judg¬ 
ment  to  condemn  thefe  my  covenatu*one8  for  them  ; 
but  will  throughly  "bkt  them  all  out,  and  cajl  tfam  he~ 
bind  my  hacky  and  as  into  the  depths  of  the  fe< t,  (If* 
xjcAviti.  1-7.  and  xliv.  i2>  and  Micah  vii.  19.)  that  they, 
like  crimes  forgotten,  as  well  as  forgiven,  may  never 
he  brought  tu  remembrance,  as  under  the  legal  dilpen* 
fati  on  the  f7ns  of  Ijrad  were  every  year,  {chap*  x.  3-) 
nor  they  be  upbraided  with  them  any  more. 

13  Now,  to  wind  up  this  important  article,  Tis  evi¬ 
dent  from  all  this,  that  as  God  promifed  to  make  with 
his  people  what  he  calls  (van  8,)  a  nrw  covenant^  of 
this  happy,  fecure,  free  and  abfolute  tenor,  with  rela¬ 
tion  to  fpiritual  and  eternal  bit  (Tings,  in  a  better  admi* 
niftranon  under  the  gofpeUftate  than  that  which  pre¬ 
ceded  ir,  he  thereby  intimates  the  weaknefs  and  unpre- 
fjtabletiefc  of  the  Mefaic.  dtfpenfution,  {chap*  vii.  18,) 
and  its  being  to  be  fet  a  fide  and  disannulled,  as  an  an* 
Uquatcd  thing,  quite  out  of  date  :  And  as  whatsoever 
is  wearing  out  through  infirmity,  or  is  coming 'to  a 
di Ablution  through  age,  like  perfons  and  garments,  or 
:m y  other  things,  that  grow  old,  and  part  fervice,  is 
very  near  unto  actually  expiring,  or  ccafing  to  be 
of  any  further  ufc  ;  To  that  difpenfation,  with  all  its 
rues,  ceremonies,  and  inftitmiems,  will  very  foon  be 
totally  aboltflied,  and  put,  as  it  were,  out  of  fight; 
jryyui  when,  according  to  our  Lord's  predic¬ 

tion,  {Mat*  xniv*  j,  a.)  the  temple  at  Jenifahm ,  011 
which  the  principal  part  of  the  Jevjtjb  worflitp  and  or¬ 
dinances  depended,  will  be  utterly  deftroyed,  the  time 
of  which  is  now  juft  at  hand.  ^ 


h  the  Lord  Jefus  Chritt  in  his  preterit  miniflration,  as  our  great 
*  continues  to  eKtrdfe  this  office,  la^thexabernacte  of  his  tnira- 


R8COLLECTIONS. 

tTow  glorious 
Hfch  Pvicfl  l  He 

culoufly  formed  hunmn  body,  at  the  right  hand  of  God  the  Father  in  the  hea- 
vv»i^  fan  -l*niy  *  and  there  prefent s  the  merit  of  hU  atoning  faerificein  liisinter- 
tvflion*  How  ncceifary  for  US,  as  well  as  honourable  to  him,  was  his  entering 
*  i'*j  the  ho:i  of  ah,  to  fulfil  chat  important  part  of  his  office  i  ThiseouM  no" 
bd\\  been  fir.iihed  by  his  contnn::ig  rri  tirth-;  became  there  were  /laroni^f 


prick*. 
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pritlls,  which  order  he  was  not  of,  hut  fuperlor  to  ;  and  none  but  tbofc  of  that 
order  could  legally  officiate  in  the  earthly  fhixftuary  ;  aud  heaven  itfelf  was  the 
c«'»v  proper  place  For  him  to  appear  In  f**r  this  purpofe.  And  how  much  more 
excellent  is  his  facrifice*  than  all  the  oflerings  of  former  high  priefts,  as  to  its 
I’ignity,  and  the  finftiiary  in  which  it  Tp  prefented  to  God  1  They  were  mere 
fludows  of  what  is  done  by  Ctmft;  but  the  perfection  and  glory  of  all  is  accom- 
phlhed  in  him,  as  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant*— How  clofe  OiouM  we  keep 
to  divine  revelation  in  every  thing  that  pertain  to  the  fervice  of  God  l  As  Mofes 
was  to  mitke  all  things,  relating  to  the  tabernacle*  exactly  according  to  the  pat¬ 
tern  which  God  had  fhewn  him  in  the  mount ;  fb  all  our  wotfhip  is  to  be  acconl- 
ii:g  to  without  any  addition,  alteration,  or  abatement,— How  muqh 

better  is  the  gnfpel-difpcnfotion  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  than  that  which  wsa 
m.ide  with  ifraet  at  mount  Sinai  i  tt  bas  a  better  Mediator,  and  franr!*.  on  the 
foot  oF  better  promi&'H.  Though  that  covenant  was  defective  in  if  -  fecur-tv;, 
nd  was  brofeen  by  Ifraet  y  after  God  had  .wrought  wonders  of  mercy  in  di!;ver-’ 
inz  them  out  of  Egypt  t  and  be  thereupon  at  length  caft  them  a  IT  as  a  pj^pic,  to' 
whom,  by  that  covenant,  he  would  no  longer  be  abufband  ;  yet,  blcffej  be  his 
holy  name,  be  ba:b  made  with  his  ipiritual  Ifraet  of  all  nations,  under  the  gof- 
pri-ftafce,  a  new  covenant,  which  U  ptrfefl  in  its  nature,  and  every  way  inked  xo~ 
fccure  its  gracious  defign*  It  contains  rich  and  free,  clear,  expect,  and  abfolule 
;  pmiijifes  of  a  fpi ritual  relation  to  God,  as  the  God  of  his  people,  to  be  their  ppj>. 
[:on  and  to  engage  their  love  and  duty  to  him ;  and  protnifrs  of  merer  to  for* 
p*e  all  their  iniquities,  and  never  to  remember  any  of  their  fins  again  ft  them  j 
'  and  tn  lead  them  into  a  plain  and  Giving  acquaintance  with  himfdf  in  Chrift,  to 
vrite  his  few  and  gcfpel  in  their  hearts,  gtml  to  preferve  them  from  utter  apoft&cy. 

;  0  the  happinefs  and  fafety  of  the  leaf!  as  well  as  of  the  moll  chiinent  of  Chafe, 
tliat  are  in  covenant  with  God,  who  has  thus  gracioufly  undertaken  for  hirafelf 
i  a:i(j  thena  !  O  blefled  tenor  ef  this  pore  nfmiixed  difpenfation  of  the  new  cove¬ 
nant!  Hovv  unchangeable  and  perpetual  is  it!  ft  fltall  never  wax  oldorvanilh 
away,  like  the  5;W  covenant;  but  fhall  abide  in  full  force,  virtue,  and  vigour^  # 
a;  thelaft  and  mod  perfect  adminiftration  of  it  in  this  world  ;  and  fhall  remairir  * 
till  it  iffluc  in  the  everlafting  happinefs  of  all  the  heirs  of  promife  in  the  world  to 

conic. 


s 


CHAP*  IX, 


The  apofiky  returning  to  hit  main  arguments  gives  an  account  of  the 
Jcwifh  tabernacle  and  its  utenfils ,  1,-5.  Shows  their  ufe  and  mean¬ 
ings  dJ  to  their  figurative  fervicet  and facrificess  6,— 10*  Explains 
their  accomplifhment  in  Chrzjl f  11,-22;  and  infers  the  ncctjfity>  fu- 

perior  dignity  and  efficacy  of  hit  frUfiheed  and  jacrifice t  in  an  appli¬ 
cation  of  what  he  had  fold  about  tbofc  that  belonged  to  the  tabernacle 

under  the  law  f  23,— <18. 


Text* 

T'Hch  verily  the 
1  Grft  cov<ti*nJ 
hidilkordinin- 
tesof  divine  fer- 
rrci,stu]  a  world¬ 
ly  lanftyary. 


Paraphrase. 

TO  return  then  to  what  we  have  been  faying  about 
the  earthly  and  heavenly  tabernacle  and  Gm£luaryt 
(chap,  viti*  1,—j.)  There  did  indeed  belong  even  to 
the  Mtfaic  di fpe  11ft t ion  of  the  covenant,  (which  has 

been  called  but  now  {chip.  viii.  13.)  the firjl  covenant  *,) 

various 


NOTE. 


♦  Many  Greek  copiet  ic.k!  c*w»)  *  ia«K»lr>S7  «"  ‘hi*  *i*d  »h«  beginning  of  th* 

ihc  f>ft  tdermicie ;  but  that  fU-iss  to  moke  Best  verff ;  I  therefore  dm  ft  to  keep  to 
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k 


i  For  there  wu  i 
tabernacle  made, 
the  firlt  wherein 
was  the  candk- 
AicL,  and  the 
ble,aadthe  Ihew^ 
bread ;  whkh  Is 

ciUid  the  Jaft&u* 
«T* 


various  typical  ordinances  of  God's  appointment  for 
idigious  worfliip  j  and  a  facred  magnificent  tent  or  ta¬ 
bernacle,  which,  include  of  the  whole  fabric*  may 
be  fitted  in  a  1  aj  feufe  the  (ar£tuary  for  xhe  celebration 
of  thofe  ordinances :  And  which  was  made  of  earthly 
materials  by  the  hands  of  men  *  and,  exclufrve  of  ire 
figurative  meaning*  was  of  a  worldly  nature,  as  well 
as  that  it$  ftation  was  in  this  world  \f  in  oppolition  to 
that  which  is  heavenly*  (wheitof  we  Hull  afterwards 
.fpeak,  ver*6*  Sec,) 

2  For,  fuitabie  to  the  nature  and  defign  of  that  car* 
nal  dirpen  Cation,  there  was  an  earthty  tabernacle  J  pre¬ 
pared  and  built,  according  to  the  pattern  (hewn  to  Afs- 
/>j  in  the  mount,  (chap,  viii.  5*)  which  confided  of  two 
principal  pans,  as  the  temple  alfo  afterwards  did.  In 
one  part  was  the  candleflick  *  with  burning  lamps  of 
oil ;  which  might  prefigure  the  fuhefs  of  fpiritua]  light 
that  is  in  Cbrtft,  to  be  communicated  by  his  Spirit,  in 
the  admmiftrarion  pf  gofpcl*ordi nances  to  the  church, 
(in  which  God  dwells,  as  in  his  fpirirual  temple  or  ta¬ 
bernacle)  according  to  the  meafure  of  the  gift  of  Chrifl, 
( Ephtf*  iy,  7,)  who  walks  in  the  midflof  the  feren  gol¬ 
den  candldiick?,  and  has  feven  liars  in  his  right  hand  : 

i*  i2t  13 20.  and  ir-  5.)  And  there  was 
in  this  court  of  the  tabernacle  the  table  and  the  (hew- 
bread  j}  upon  it  ;  which  may  point  us  to  the  commu- 

mon 


NOT 

asd  many  other  aucicnt  vciTimis,  which  pro* 
petty  enough  Ibppiy  the  word  t9veaas:tT  re¬ 
ferring  hack  to  the  toft  vcrlc  of  the  prece¬ 
di  ng  chapter,  which  fpcaks  of  the  firfittvt- 
pant  btiis^  mait  eAf,  as  IS  manifril- 

ly  intended,  theuglt  the  word  tvvtaiiJf  be 

not  there  expreifed  in  the  Gretk ;  and  hero 
it  is  frown  what  were  the  ordinances  per-  , 
(wring  to  rJiat  coven  mu  The  curious  read¬ 
er  n»y  coufuit  Dr  Oft’cn  on  this  fide,  arid 
i)r  Whitby  on  the  other  fide  of  the  qaeftion 
about  it, 

|  This  bonding  was  of  an  oblong  tfy.isrc 
figure  of  thirty  tutors,  rr  (icckortog  each 
cubit  to  be  a  foot  and  a  half;  for,  y-five  ftcr 
in  length,  anj  ten  cubits,  or  fifteen  kit  in 
breadth,  ai:d  the  fame  in  height.  But  it  i$ 
thought  by  many,  that  t hefts  cubits  were  two 
or  three  inches  longer  than  ourj,  (See  "jci* 
ptrfyi  Hijhrj,  vol  I.  p*  tf  j*,  fri.) 

J  The  fffiitfsftirv,  vcr.  r.  and  the  tafor* 
rmcU  in  the1  begiorin^  of  this  vcri'e,  appi-. 
rentlj  mean  the  fame  tiling ;  theta  terms 

being  often  cfol  pitmiiftuoujlyj  one  for  dns 
other ;  add  they  afe  bach  to  be  cndrrftoatl 
here,  os  taking  in  the  whole  of  that  faenrd 
edifice,  which  bears  the  name  of  the  tevt r- 
ver*  84  md  efinp,  viii.  j*  tiisivh  at 


Z  $. 

other  than  they  are  ufed  variwfly,  and  the 
ton  Aim  ry  ntay  fignify  only  one  part  «f  if* 
and  the  tabernacle  another,  as  in  the  tali 
cUufe  of  thi*  verfe,  ami  vcr, 

*  The  weight  of  this  carcdldflicjcwas  a  ta¬ 
lent  of  beaten  gold  all  of  a  piece;  owtef  in 
(haft  or  frank  proceeded  fix  brioches,  thft: 
on  Cecil  fide,  and  a  ieventh  in  the  ir-iddb  \ 
on  the  top  of  every  one  of  them  was  a  Uuq»: 
into  aJ!  of  which  vzs  pi:t  pare  oil  of  cliu^. 
with  a  wick  or  piece  of  cotton  lor  bernina; 
and  they  were  trimmed  and  vi  cruitcd,  Uy  :i  1 

piieftin  wailin",  every  mornittg  andevctiir^ 

(S^eFttod.  mv,  ji.— 3?-  ^mI  nxvi**  io.} 

-  jl  This  table  wis  made  uf  ftut;im  woi  J 
which  fome  lap  pole  to  have  been  mahogany 
hecacfv  no  tree  was  lb  likely  as  linj,  to  ab1.-; 
ftich  valt  boards  of  ten  cubit*  long,  zr*-A 
cubit  and  a  half  broid,  as  were  cut  nut 
thu  wood  for  the  rsbernack,  (Ex.  skv1 
i=>j  it.)  and  abundance  of  mahogany 
are  (aid  to  grow  no;  tor  from  thoic  pi;: 
The  table,  we  are  !  peaking  of,  was  I  won 
Uli,  or  three  feet  in  length,  and  trncci:i-- 
or  a  fcot  h;df  :n  breadth,  and  a  tv/ 
and  half,  or  two  feet  three  inches  in  hrvJ; 
and  was  covert*!  over  with  p'.uc  jv-b 
whkll  bad  a  fort  ot  o%sxf  or  -u  edgeo;  a  i  d:; 


flir 


r  ' 
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i. 


3  And  after 
thf  kond  vail 
t1^  taberaacle, 

rchieh  is  railed 
Ik  holieft  of  ail  ; 


4  Which  Kid 
the  golden^  con¬ 
fer,  and  the  ark 
ci  the  covenant 
weftaid  round  a* 

hotu 


nion  that  believers  have  with  God  in  Chrift,  and  the 
provifion  he  has  made  for  them  in  him,  as  the  bread 
■of  life*  {John  y£  35*  51,)  Thefe  were  fame  of- the 
chief  furniture  tbafwas  placed  in,  and  peculiar  to  the 
fer  vices  of)  this  JtrJl  part  of  the  tabernacle*  which  was 
called  the  fan&vary  or  boty  flnc*t  {£5*  xxvi,  32-}  aft  it 
was  confecrated  to  the.  honour  and  worship  cf  Gurf,  and 
fancti&cd  by  his  prefence  *  and  was  the  ordinary  court* 
in  which  the  prietts  officiated  about  holy  things* 

5  And  the  ficond  part  of  this  faerc'd.  edifice  lay  to¬ 
ward  the  weft)  beyond  the  fecoitd  vail)  which  hung 
down*  like  a  large  curtaiiLof  curious  workman  in  ip*  to 
feparatc  between  that  and  the  firli  court,  (Ex*  xxvi- 
3T*”3S0 ;  a°d  *s  called,  by  way  of  eminence*  the  tjoly 
ef  £?&>/,  as  being  the  molt  holy  place  of  all  ;d?ecatfle 
there  God  manifefted  bimfelf  in  the  moil  rlluftrlous 
emblems  of  glory*  and  the  high  prieft  only  might  eti- 
ter  into  it  with  the  blood  of  the  facriftces,  and  officiate 
there*  an  A -that  only  once  a-year  on  the  great  day  of 
atonement :  Which  was  typical  of  heaven,  and  of  our 
great  High  Pr  left’s  erne  ring  into  it,  through  the  vail  of 
liis  flefh,  with  his  own  blood,  to  make  interceffion  fpr 
ue.  (wr.  12.  and  chap*  x*  20*) 

4  And  the  facred  ucenfils,  which  belonged  to  the 
hclUJl  cf  allt  were  thefe.  One  of  them  was  the  altar 
of  inernfe  *,  that- was  overlaid  with  line  gold*  from 
which  the  high  prieft  on  the  great  atonement  day,  ha¬ 
ving  taken  the  golden  eenfer%  and  fire  from  the  altar  of 

burnt* 


N  0  : 

pAlen  border,  round  about  the  roiiT  feme- 
thing  like  our  te^-biurd*,  and  flood  on  four 
iift.  (Ex,  jcxy,  13^*4  J— The  flic w  bread, 
’which  irai  probably  £0  called,  hccaufc  it 
lloodxoDdnuaLly,  a*  it  were,  before  the  lace 
or  the  l*ord  in  the  holy  place,  ms  made  of 
iW  fineft  wheat  fcto  leaves  or  cakes,  -each  of 
rbich  vu  to  contain  two  tenth  dab,  which 
i£iic  ihau*  three  wine  pints  of  flnucr ;  twelve 
of  which  loaves,  according  to  the  number  of 
lie  irihes  of  Tfracl,  were  placed  upon  the 
Ublc  in  two  rnwi,  or pii  L*  ardtr,  (rrmyo) 
fxene  upOu  aoothcr,  in  each  row  i  and  i'refh 
Livvt  were  frt  there  every  JabhatU  day,  when 
the  prieft  took  the  old  ones  away,  of  which, 
by  the  law,  none  but  Aaron  and  his  fons 
nre  to  eat,  (Lev.  xxiv.  j, — p  cot- pared 

VI  b  Mat.  X it.  4.) 

*  Some  have  fupp^fed  that  the  golden 
rnfir  »as  krpt  in  the  holy  of  holies,  juft 
rhhin  tbe  vail,  hj  the  turning  aiiJc  of 
which  the  high  ^ieft  t^yjk  it  to  burn  mernfe 
Icfcic  the  Lord  on  the  anriveiiiiy  day  of 
atonement;  and  that  the  o  her  cmfrrs  lor 
the  common  ufe  of  the  jells  w  cmc  of 


E  S, 

fdvcv  ;  But  others  obftrve  that  the  golden 
ccniVr  (*>  1 tj&  t%+ rtp  im)  msy  fign  ify  the  altdr  cf 
ixctpjCy  which  was  overbid  with  gold, .  And 
I  am  inclined  to  think*  with  them,  that  it 
is  £b  to  be  cmderflood  here j  chiefly,  becaufe 
iLere  is  otherwise  no  mention  at  all  of  this 
grand  utenfil  of  the  tibernade :  And  tho**  ft 
flood  in  the  coun  of  the  prieft*  for  their  dri¬ 
ly  life,  as  well  as  the  atuHcftitk  and  the  table 
with  the  Jhcw-obmd;  yet  u  the  a po file’s 
principal  view  in  the  prefent  dtJcotirfeu  10 
compare  (hole  things  with  Chrift,  that  inoft 
immediately  relate  to  the  high  prieft;  and 
the  gulden  altar  of  inccnfc,  which  flood  juill 
before  the  vail,  was  of  neceilary  and  ioipor* 
taut  nfe  m  the  high  prielt^  ipiniftrarioji  oa 
the  txpiation*diyr  (I.cv,  xvi,  ia,  tj.)  Ho 
therefore  may  be  fiippo^ed  10  reckon  it  a* 
moii£  the  things  that  pertained  to  the  im¬ 
mediate  Icrricc  of  the  Wictl  holy  plawj  but 
doe*  not  fay,  as  he  doth  of  all  the  following 
particulnrsj  that  it  the  holicft  of  all, 

ouiy  that  the  holicft  of  all  hed  U 
with  to  ujl'j  though  not  lo'KiuaUon. 
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bout  with  gold,  bur nt-offc ring ,  and  then,  having  filled  his -bands  frith 
gSdS"  J\£  *be  in^enfe,  dire&ly  entered  into  the  znoft  holy  place  ; 
tad  n> anna*  %nd  and,  putting  the  iucenfe  upon  the  fire,  a  cloud  afeenc- 
Aaron's  rod  c bat  ci  from  ir,  and  cover'd  the  mercy-feat,  (Lev.  xvi*  12* 

^S^tf  Ti  c«^  *30  which  might  fignify  the  extreme  fufferingi  and 
wu/'t ;  fragrant  intcrccffion  of  Chrift  :  and  in  the  holy  of  ho* 

lies  itfelf  was  a  froall  cheft  of  fhitt im  wood,  covered 
over  within  and  without  with  pure  gold  ;  the  length 
of  which  was  two  cubtrs  and  a  half,  or  three  feet  nine 
inches;  and  the  breadth  one  cubit  and  a  half,  or  two 
feet  three  inches  ;  and  its  height  the  fa  trie*  {Ex.  xxivii* 
I,  a.)  Anri  this  was  called  the  ark  of  the  covenant  t  and 
of  the  tejlimmy^  (Ex,  xxv.  t6.  and  xi,  3,  5*)  as  it  was 

a  fymbol  of  God’s  covenant  with  I/raci*  and  a  witnefs 
for  or  againft  them,  according  to  their  obedience  or 
dtfobedicnce  to  the  law  that  was  kept  therein ;  and  may 
be  confidered  as  directing  them  to  Chrift,  who  came 
to  fulfil  the  iavff  and  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  rightc - 
oufnefs  to  every  one  that  believe s%  (  Mat.  v.  17.  and  Horn, 
x.  4»J  Hard  by  the  arkt  was  placed  the  golden  potf 
containing  a  parcel  of  the  manna t  with  which  God 
fed  Ifrael  in  the  wtldernefs ;  and  which,  according  to 
divine  order,  (j5jc,  xvi*  33,  34*)  was  miraculoufly  kept 
from  putrefaction*  as  a  perpetual  memorial  before  the 
Lord  in  the  fan&imy*  and  was  typical  of  Chrift*  the 
true  and  ever-living  bread*  {John  vi*  48,— 5 £*)  'llierc 
was  alfo  farm's  miraculous  rod,  with  which  he  and 
Mofes  wrought  many  wonders,  and  which,  though  a 
dry  (tick,  budded,  bloflomed,.  and  brought  forth  al¬ 
monds  all  in  one  night,  to  {hew  that  God  had  cbofeu 
the  houfe  of  Aaron  to  the  priefthood,  in  preference?  ro 
all  others ;  and  it  was  afterwards  preferred,  by  no  left 
a  miracle,  10  its  Hourifiiing  date  before  the  ark  of  the 
tcftimony,  for  a  continual  memorial  :  {Numb*  xwii. 

2> — 


N  0 

f  It  Is  esprefsly  faU,  1  Kings  fiii*  9, 
”  There  wis  nothing  in  the  ark,  /ave  the 
At  two  table*  of  (tone,  which  Mofes  pat 

there  at  Hopeb^  and  It  is  no  ftnal!  dirfi' 
Culty  to  reconcile  this  with  our  apoftJe*s  fay* 
iug,  "  Wherein*  (if  he  meant  in  the  ark) 
■*  wnt  the  golden- pot,  that  tad  manna,  and 
*<  Aaron's  red  that  budded,  and  the  tables 
"  of  the  covenant,"  The  rooft  common 
WSy  has  been  to  Juppofe  that,  as  the  prtpo- 
ftt ion  (tr)  rendered  nr,  fom  climes  alto  figni* 
ties  bj,  anfjvci'iibic  to  fcib  in  the  Hebrew, 
**  the  pot  of  manna  and  ArfoiTs  rod1*  were 
put,  not  **/$,  but  by  the  *.rk  in  a  cofler  iid- 
joining  to  Lr.  (See  Dctrr*  xjcai,  ;tf,  arid 
1  £am,  vh  3.)  Accordingly  the  pot  of 
jtoinna  and  Aaron's  rod  ww*;  laid  tu  be  LvJ 


T  E. 

before  the  teftimony,  and  before  the  ark, 
(Ex.  xvL  34,  anclKnmfr*  xtii.  io.)  Bu;ai 
here  i$  bn t  one  prepofition,  and  (hat  g->c5 
immediately  before  the  gokten  pat,  £cr. 
Other*  think  it  to  be  a  forced  conflrrttfou 
nuke  it  Ggntfy  by  with  relation  to  the  gul¬ 
den  pot,  and  Aaron's  rod,  and  in,  with  ic- 
lation  to  the  tables  of  the  covenant,  urbich 
were  certainly  in  the  ark  Ufclf:  And  there* 
fore  they  apprehend,  which  I  think  Ll,1 
faU+a  thediffu.uhy,  that  ipfrerriu  refers  n*H 
to  the  ark,  but  to  that  part  of  the  uhrr* 
raclc  which  is  called  jail  before  (wr. 

3,)  the  bolieft  of  ail*  (fv  *)  ver»  4-  w  "u^  *> 
tabernacle  ail  rhtic  tUculils  *we  placed*  3'* Mi 

Pivi  ce  luppolcs  the  golden  tcciraUu  ***. 


Chi  if* 


+ 

The  EpijUe  to  the  Hebrews  paraphra/ed. 


a, — loi)  ■  .  In  correfpondence  hereunto,  Chrift  came 
forth,  -not  without  the  moil  extraordinary  miracle  in 
ni j  conception,  as  a  rod  out  of  the  withered  ji-em  of 

JtjJcy  and  a  branch  out  of  hit  roots,  and  at  a  root  out 
of  d  dry  ground,  (U.  it,  i.  and  liii.  a.)  j  and  God  haa 
uianifeited  him  to  he  our  only  gofpel  High  Pried,  whofe 
office  (hall  ever  remain  in  a  profpeiouaifate.  And  there 
-were  in  theaik  itfelf  the  two  tables  of  the  moral  law, 
confiding  of  the  ten  commandments,  which  the  Lord 
wrote  on  the  two  tables  of  done,  that  were  cut  oat  by 
Mofet ,  ('Dent.  x.  i,  a.)  and  contained  the  covenant, 
to  which  all  its  other  articles  related,  that  God  made 
with  Ifratl  in  Horeb,  (Dent.  v.  I, — i 2.  and  *7, — 33.) 
andthefe  being  put  into  the  ark  might  intimate,  that 
the  moral  law  (bould  ever  continue  to  be  an  ntTcfiange* 
able  role  of  all  holy  obedience  in  the  hands  of  Ohrid) 
and  fhould  be  fulfilled  by  him,  as  a  covenant,  for  the 
juftidcation  of  all  that  believe  in  him,  (Mat.  v.  17,  18. 
.  and  Rom.  x.  4.) 

th e  chernUims r of  5  Alld. ovcr  or  alwve  ark  we  two  dately  figure* 
(lory  ihadiwog  call ed-ch ernbim  *,  of  a  glorious  winged  form,  made 

tfl*  ***15  °f  Pure  gold,  which  reprefented  holy  angels  ;  and  one 
nL*  □o*'Wfpcik  of  them  with  one,  and  the  other  with  another  of  his 
puticntirly.  wings,  that  met  together  in  the  middle,  overfpread  the 

whole  top  of  the  mercy -feat  at  fome  height  above  it  ) 
the  cherubim  beirrg  placed  at  each  end,  and  beaten  out 
of  the  fame  mafs  of  fine  gold  with  the  mercy* feat  it* 
felf,  which  was  an  oblong  fquare  plate  of  folid  gold, 
exactly  fitted  in  length  and  breadth  to  the  dl  men  lions 
of  the  ark,  sad  laid  upon  it  as  a  lid  or  covering  to  it) 
and  altogether  made  a  reprefentation  of  a  magnificent 
throne,  on  which  God  appeared  in  the  Shechmab,  (an 
illudrious  emblem  of  the  divine  glory)  as  dwelling  be¬ 
tween  the  cherubim,  and  (hining  forth  from  thence  ) 
(Pf.  ixxx*  l.)  and  as  meeting  and  communion  with  Mo-, 
fes,  and  giving  forth  his  holy  oracles  from  off  the  mer¬ 
cy-feat*  (Ex.  xxv.  22.  and  Numb.  vii.  89,)  +  Anfwer- 
able  hereunto,  God,  who  Is  attended  with  angelic  fpi- 
rits  in  heaven,  Qiincs  forth  on  his  throne  of  grace,  from 

whence 


notes. 

•Of  whit  particular  /ona  theft  ChenH  »bo  are  Chrift’s  attendants,  and  God's  mi* 
bon  is  very  or  certain ;  bet  we  are  told  nifters  to  do  hii  will ;  and  who,  in  a  bean* 
that  they  nude  of  fine  gold,  and  (hat  tihlatlufiOA  to  the  poflurc  of  theft  figui«» 
there  Mitrt  tvro  of  them,  vhdft  wing*  were  art  faiJ  to  pry  end  fcarch,  and,  Jtke  perfons 
(Inctelid  op#irds  over  all  the  mejtrj-fcat,  flopping  down,  {ra.^sxv^aj}  to  look  into 
they  being  placed  at  each  end  of  it,  wtth  the  tnylicries  qf  i exemption  by  JeTut  Chrifl, 
their  faces  looking  one  toward  the  other,  I  Pet*  h  ii- 

aad  dowoward  toward  the  mercy-feat,  Ex*  f  See  the  Jdcriptioo  of  tbe  tabemadc* 
im\  lBT— 10.  And  they  appear  to  hire  and  of  ailits  utenfib,  more  at  targe  in  [Tj^ 
been  defigaed  to  represent  the  holjurgcls,  Veff.  Hi/?,  ygh  I,  p,  <35  — $$$<  Fal, 


3  SO 
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Cb.  viif. 


€  W<w?  when 
tbefe  things  were 

ihxn  ordained , 
the  piicAs  wot 

*lway»  into  the 

firft  tabern&cic » 
accompli  thing  the 
Service  &f  G*d\ 


-  7  But  into  the 
fecund  went  the 
high  priert  alone 
vnet  every  year* 
noL^ithoutbhxid, 

which  he  offered 

for  himfcjf,  a*d 
fir the  cron  cf 
the  people. 


whence  he  reveals  his  wil|[#  and  communes  with  his 
people,  through  Jcfus  Chrift,  who  is  the  gofpcl-High 
Frieft,  and  the  great  Propitiation  for  Gn,  {Roiru  iii.  25.} 
as  his  a  coo c mem  lawfully  com  men  Curate  to  all  the  ds- 
mauds  of  the  broken  law,  and  was  cypifycd  by  the  jfrrc- 
fitiatcry  or  mereyfiat^  as  a  complete  covering  interpo¬ 
sed  between. God,  who  appears  on  his  throne  of  grace, 
and  the  law  as  laid  up  in  the  ark;  and  Co* covered  thi? 
tranfgreffions  of  it  from  bis  avenging  eye,  that  true  be¬ 
lievers  in  his  Son  might  not  be  dealt  with  in  a  way  of 
juftice  for  them,  according  to  their  deferts*  But  of 
thefe  things,  how  Ggnificant  foever  they  be,  it  is  no; 
£0  much  our  bufmefe  at  prefent  particular]?  to  difeourfe; 
with  regard  lo  their  myliical.  meaning  as  it  is  to  ex* 
plain  tht  ordinances  of  divine  worfiup,  relating  to  tne 
tabernacle,  to  which  we  (hall  proceed,'  as  the  principal 
point  in  view* 

6  Now  the  whole  fabric  of  this  facred  hotife,  toge¬ 

ther  with  all  its  utenfils,  being  thus  thoroughly  prepa¬ 
red  and  fin  ilhed,  according  tb  the  pat¬ 

tern  fbewn  to  Mqfts  in  the  mount,  {chap*  Vin.  y.) 
The  ordinary  prieits  went  every  day,  and  at  all  tiroes, 
as  occaGons  required,  into  the  fir  ft  part  of  the  taberna¬ 
cle,  which  was  called  the  holy  place,  in  diftinction 
from  the  hotieft  of  all,  {Ex*  xxvi,  33,) ;  and  there  they 
performed  all  the  fcrvice$  that  belonged  to  tbeir  office, 
relating  ro  the  worfhip  of  God;  fuch  as  offering  facri- 
fices,  drafting  the  lamps*  and  burning  incenfe  on  the 
golden  altar* 

7  But  the  high  prieft,  and  he  only,  who  was  the 
mod  eminent  figure  of  Chrift*  went  into  the  fecond 
part  of  the  tabernacle,  wbicb  lay  within  the  rail,  and 
was  called  the  hoiieft  of  all*  {ver*  3*)  and  be  himfelf 
went  into  if,  not  every  day,  as  the  ordinary  priefts  did 
into  the  fir  ft  part  of  the  tabernacle  ;  but  only  on  one 
day  of  every  year  f*  namely,  the  great  day  of  atone* 

merit ; 

T  E. 

on  that  day.  Two  oF  thefc  timet  the  apo- 
Ale  hcie  takes  notice  of,  (ver+  nf  \  j.) 
wijt  when  he  biou^ut  into  it  the  blood  of 
bnllnfk,  a*  a  fin-offenn^  >  and  of  a  ram,  at 
a  burnt  offering  for  hirofelf  and-hU  howir/’ 
-(Lfcv-  xvi,  %t  6.)  The  other  was,  when  !;t 
carried  into  it  the  blood  of  a  goat  for  a  £■* 
ofti-ring  for  die  people,  (Lev,  xvi.  n,  15,) 
And  after  the  hnlloci  was  killed*  but  bef^r^ 
its  blnijd  was  I’priakled  on  the  mercy- fciJ, 
\l*c  high  pried  entered  with  burning  mccfik. 
to  prepaic  the  way  hy  the  cloud  that  n'l 
fr'im  it,  and  covered  the  mercy-fot,  (1^. 
avh  13,  f4  )  Aiul  ;bn:e  Ibppofc  that  \t 


N  O 

■  This  recital  of  the  various  \i  ten  fits  of 
'the  tabernarh  intimates  that  there  was  a 
myitierf  meaning  in  them!  though  theapo* 
file  did  not  intend  to  infill  upon  it,  as  not 
being  neccflary  to  hie  immediate  dcGjzn-  v;. 

4 Though  the  high  prieft  enteral  in  10  the 
of  holies  only  on  on*  day  of  the  y ear, 
which  was  the  great  day  or  atonement,  on 
the  tenth  Jay  of  the  fioeuth  Lee,  zvL 

*3i  or  in  the  month  which  the  Jews  call 
Trxj;,  and  anfwen  partly  to  our  September, 
and  partly  lo  nur  Oflokr,  and  was  the  ft* 

venth  month  of  their  eccleiufticA  year  ;  yet 

be  enured iato  it  twice  or  thrice,  at  kali, 


cut; 


twl* 
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irent;  .'when  even  he  could  notenter  with  acceptance, 
to  fulfil  bis  facred  office  there,  without  the  blood  of  the 
expiatory  facri  fires,  which  he.  bad  offered  by  Haying 
them  before ;  and  whole  blood  he  went  to  prefent  be- 
.  fore  the  Lord,  and  fprinkle  on  the  mercy-feat .  in  the 
fanQuary,  fir  ft  for  his  own  iniquities,  as  he  was  a  {in¬ 
ner  like  the  reft  of  mankind,  and  fo  needed  a  facrifice 
for  the  remiffton  of  his  own  fins,  and-  to  fan&ify  him 
to  the  office  of  afting  as  a  high  prieft  for  the  people  j 
and  then  to  make  atonement  for  ail  the  iniquities  and 
rranfgreffions,  (Lev,  x?i.  -21.)  not  of  the  whole  world, 
but  of  the  whole  church  of  Ifraelt  which  were  typical 
of  the  true  ifraelsA  God;  whofe  fins  might  be  called 
their  errert,  as  they  proceeded  from  ignorance,  through 
an  erroneous  judgment  and perverted  will ;  and  as  they 
thereby  erred  in  heart  and  life  from. God’s  ways.  (Pf. 
xcv.  io.)  All  this  plainly  intimated  that  there  is  no  ex¬ 
piation  of  fin,  nor  entering  into  the  gracious  prefence 
of  God, -and  finding  acceptance  with  him,  hut  by  the 
atoning  blood  of  tne  great  facrifice  of  Chrift,  which 
thofe  {acrifi«6  typified-  and  by  his  interceffionin  virtue 
of  that  blood. 


8  Th*  Holy  g  By  ^is  entrance  of  the  high  prieft  f alone  into  the 

Tying*  that  %ht  holy  of  holies,  and  thzt  only  on  oue  day  of  the  year 
wij  into  the  ho-  with  atoning  blood,  while  ail  the  common  priefts,  and 
Kelt  of  ,n  iv  >s  not  aji  tije  people  were  denied  this  privilege,  the  Holy 

fcft u!t he  Ghoft,  who  by  divine  fuggeftion  dire&ed  Mo/et  to  make 
firft  tibernuie  this  fettlemcnt  of  that  fervice,  and  indited  the-  ferip- 
maj  jtt  fhnttiog:  tures  which  record  it,  evidently  fhewed,  (^nvurec)  that 

there  was -no  liberty  of  acce£s  for  them  into  that  facred 
place,  which  contained  the  eminent  tokens  of  God’s 
gracious  prefence  * ;  and  that  the  way  of  believers  free 
acceft  to  the  throne  of  grace  in  this  world,  sndoflbeit 
perfonal  entrance  into  heaven  itfelf,  through  faith  in 
the  blood  of  Chrift,  was  not  fo  clearly  and  openly  re¬ 
vealed,  as  it  now  is  under  the  gcfptJ-difpciifarion,  while 
the  frame  of  that  fir  ft  tabernacle,  with  the  fervices  per¬ 


taining  to  it,  (whicb  were  afterwards  alfo  performed  io 

the 


NOTES. 

tfrtcrtil  a  fourth  time  in  the  fervioe  of  the  the  aiercy-fcar,  which  arf  fpoken  of  vtr*^ 
Jfjjhr  jfca/,  which  he  preftnted  alire  before  j.  And  others  uml*vftandit  of  Hfiaveji  ix* 
thit  hard,  to  make  an  atonement  with  it.  felf,  which  wa*  typifitxl  Ivy  the  holy  of  hb- 
(3ee  Dr  Owen  on  the  place.)  lies,  and  is,  by  way  of  eminence*  ftylcd  tit 

*  Some  think  that  by /a*  baftej ?  ef  &UU  hlj  fUce^  (ver.  t*.)  and  the  holkft*  into 
here  meant  the  boly  of  holie*  io^the  earthly  which  believer*  lure  now  boldacTi  to  CD* 
tabernacle,  vehkh  is  rJUed  the  holieftof  atf,  **  ter,  by  the  blooi  of  Jcfas,  (chap,  x/rp.) 
kj.  3.  Others  refer  U  to  the  immediate  And  as  it  ;s  Olfliculr  to  lay,  which  of  theft 
padous  pidctice  of  God  in  Chrift,  the  to*  were  preciftly  intended  by  the  apoftle,  wo 
kens  flf  which  were  there  eminently  exhibit*  Oiay  with  food  confifUncy  take  them  all  la* 
cd  In  the  «k>  the  cherubim  of  glory,  and 
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9  Whiehi^ja 
figure  for  (be 
time  then  pif 
ftnt,  in  urhich 
were  offered  both 
gift*  and  ken- 
ficea,  that  Could 
not  make  him 
thit  did  the  frr- 
'vke  perfeft,  « 
pertaining  to  the 
eminence" 


u  WtitL  ftti 

on-y 


the  temple)  continued  to  be  eflabliflied  and  obferred 
by  divine  inftttuuon,  as  fuited  only  to  the  typical  Itue 
of  the  church  of  JJratl . 

9  Which  tabernacle,  with  alt  its  furniture  and  fer- 

vices,  was,  according  to  divine  inftitution,  a  fori  of 
parabolical  r#  **!«»»)  or  imperlctt  figurative 

rep  re  fen  cation  of  good  things  then  to  come  f,  [ckjp* 
x.  i>)  until  thofe  things  tbemfrlves  fliouhi  be  more  th^ 
roughly  explained,  and  perfe&ly  fulfilled,  as  they  now 
are  under  the  prefent  goTpeUdifpenlarioii  \  in  which 
former  ume,  and  in  the  tabernacle  then  erefted,  vari¬ 
ous  offerings  were  prefemed  to  the  Lord,  [fome  of 
which  were  without  blood,  and  others,  of  a  more  di¬ 
rectly  propitiatory  nature,  were  flam  facrifices)  which, 
though  they  availed  for  the  purifying  of  the  flefli  f*om: 
ceremonial  defilement,  (urr.  13.)  and  for  taking  off 
the  temporal  punUhment  that  IfraeP s  (ins  cxpofetl  them 
to,  as  they  were  members  of  the  civil  community  under 
God,  as  their  political  king  %  ;  yet  they  had  not  worth 
or  virtue  enough  in  ihemfelves  to  atone  for  moral  tvii> 
or  to  take  away  the  guilt  of  fin,  with  refpeft  to  its  ob¬ 
ligation  to  eternal  punilhmenr,  from  any  of  the  wor- 
fhippefs  {chap*  r*  1.)  that  prefented,  or  were  concerned 
in  rhofe  facrifices^nor  were  they  fufficient  to  fatisfy 
them  that  the  juftice  of  God  was  effectually  appeafed, 
or  to  purge  their  confidences  from  a  difquieting  and 
condemning  fenfe  of  guilt,  and  of  obnoxioufnefs  there¬ 
by  to  divine  wrath  in  the  world  to  come  :  All  the  ufe 
they  had,  with  reference  hereunto,  was  only  to  lead 
their  faith  to  the  great  and  true  propitiatory  fa  orifice  of 
Chrift,  which  was  typified,  and  pointed  to,  by  tbefc 
ceremonial  offerings  ; 

10  Which,  to  perfect  the  facrifice  *,  were  attended 

with 


NOTES. 


f  The  word  ibc*  is  not  in  the  original, 

though  mit  tnnflatOTs  have  not  diHin^nilb' 
'ed  il*  w  tifiial  in  Curb  cafe*,  by  putting  it 
in  a  diitnoi  chiraffer ;  and  therefore  tht 
timi  prtfint  may  by  the  coiutrtrftfon  refer, 
either  to  the  former  time  of  the  legal  ferrices 
(n  the  late  made,  and  afterwards  ill  the 
temple;  or  to  the  pi efem  time  of  thegofpd 
ftate- 

.  i  Jt  appears  from  chap,  x,  i, — 6+  that  le¬ 
gal  offerings  and  facrificcs  were  utterly  infuf- 
fiefenttotake  away  the  moral  guilt  of  fin, 
*pd  the  puniflimem  doe  for  it*  is  committed 
mgiitift  God,  as  the  Lord  of  confidence  and 
iapreme  Lawgiver,  and  Jadge  of  all*  Bat 
they  were  fit  and  Jivtly  type*  of  tlie  eom- 
pltre  and  ptrfcfl  atonement,  which  was 
made  for  that  pun-pole  by  the  kcrifite  of 


Ohrid;  beoufe  they  were  a  proper  atone¬ 
ment  for  political  gutlt,  which  was  contra 
ted  hy  tmifareffing  tht  laws  of  the  theocra¬ 
cy,  under  the  formal  notion  of  the  laws  *  t 
Gi;d*s  civil  govcronwnf,  a*  the  King  oi  1> 
rach  Accordingly,  when  any  one  had  di- 
frauded  another  of  hU  property*  he  was  t* 
refWeit  in  full  value,  and  *'*  bring  hwirei* 
11  pafir-olFering  to  the  Lord;1*  Whereupon 
ft  was  faid,  f<  the  prtefl  fhall  make  an  aio-'  ’ 
“  mem. for  him  before  the  Lord,  audit  ft-*! 
**  he  forgiven  him,  for  any  thinp  ol  ai 
“  that  he  had  done  in  Ucfpafliiig  therdnt“ 
(Le**vL  a,— t*) 

*  JFfiieh  Jtoidh  nor  in  the  original;  and 
therefore  the  flJtt  of  the  critks  has  be<rr 
much  earrcifcd  itt  Little  ptirpofe  in  fining  ik 
couuc^Uoo  of  thU  with  the  preceding  vttf. 

hu 
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on^-in  mqts 

and  drinkl*  and 
ditera  walkings, 
ard  evml  ordi- 
niKQ  impofed 
vt  them  unlij  the 
Time  of  reformat 

ttODi 


it  But  Chrift, 

being  eoroc  an 
high  ■  prlcft  of 


hinds,  that  is  to 
far,  not  of  tbit 
building; 


with  only  meat  and  drink~cfferingf7  and  various  forts 
of  wafbings  of  the  facrifices,  and  of  the  priefts  aod 
people,  and  with  almoft  mimbcriefe  other  ceremonial 
rites,  which  may  be  called  carnal  ordin&nceiy  as  they 
fan£tified  only  to  the  purifying  of  the  flclh,  and  were 
apt  to  raife  grofs  notions  of  fpi ritual  things  in  carnal 
minds  :  And  being  iafutTicient  to  purify  the  conference, 
and  to  pcrftft  the  (late  of  the  church,  they  were  never 
defig nedtp  be  always  continued  in  their  ufe  ;  hut  were 
laid,  as  a  yoke  of  bondage,  upon  the  people  un¬ 
der  the  law,  {/ 4Sls  iv,  io+)  only  for  a  certain  feafon, 
till  the  days  of  the  Mcfliah,  when  all  things  fhouM  be 
reduced  to  their  proper  order  and  regulation,  for  reform¬ 
ing  all  defects  in  the  warfliip  of  God,  and  fetting  it  up 
in  a  complete  (late  of  fptmuality  and  ho]  in  eft,  light 
and  grace,  to  bis  glory,  and  the  fa  I  ration  of  tbe  church* 

11  But  the  MelGah,  who  was  all  along  promifed  and 
expe&ed,  as  he  that  ihould  come,  (Mat*  ii.  3,}  haa 

good  ’things  to  now  actually  appeared  io  his  incarnate  ftate,  as  an  high 

to  accompUfli  the  ferviccs  in  the  moll  efFeftual 
id\  tabtriudc ,  manner,  that  were  only  ihadowed  out  by  thofe  ceremc-> 
e<x  iwlc  with  n t al  ordinances  i  and  fo  to  procure  at!  the  bldhngs  of 

the  gofpeb (late  which  were  then  future  benefits,  and 
all  the  blelfings  of  glory  which  arc  dill  to  be  enjoyed 
in  a  better  world  to  come*  And  this  he  has  done,  os 
having  officiated  in,  and  by  means  of,  a  much  more 
noble  and  excellent  tabernacle  than  that  in  which  the 

1 

legal  priefts  miBiftrcd,  even  in,  and  by  Ms  own  hunua 
body,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  viii.  2.)  which  is  greater, 
not  indeed  in  bulk  and  meafure,  but  in  worth  and  dig¬ 
nity,  and  is  every  way  better  fitted  for,  and  more  per- 
fe£Uy  anfwers  the  end  of,  his  priedly  ministration,  than  1 
that  earthly  tabernacle  poflihly  could  j  and  which  was 
not,  like  the  fabric  of  that. tabernacle,  and  afterwards 
of  tbe  temple,  made  by  tbe  Dull  and  workmanthip  o£ 
men,  (ExoeL  xxxt.  2, — 7.  and  xxxvi.  1.  and  2  Chrotu 
ii.  5,  C,  7.)  No,  this  more  excellent  tabernacle  is  not 
of  human  ftrufture,  as  all  material  buildings  are  j  but 
was  formed  by  the- immediate  miraculous  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  withqut  the  operation  of  any  mao  what- 
foever.  (Luke  i.  34,  35.} 

12  And  the  facrifiee  which  he  offered  on  earth,  and 
its  blood,  by  the  merit  of  which  he  entered  into  the 
fan&uary  above,  are  every  way  more  excellent  than 

thd»d 

T  E. 

bat  have  given  fnch  a  view  of  the  connection 
as  I  take  to  be  kafl  fttfeed,  and  nwfl  ctijr  t* 
be  undci  flood. 

z 


tt  Keitber  by 

tbe  blood  of  go*'* 

■nd 


H  O 

Att  is  tiie  learned  know  where  td  dtmfuU 

then,  I  {bill  not  puzzle  the  common  wader 

iritli  thou,  which  would  be  to  no  profit; 

Voi»  v.  t 
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AQd  cilves,  trat  tliofe  umler  the  law  :  For  ic  wa$  not  by  the  Wood  of 

heiluCTuiin^«  goats,  bu,ls>  or  cajTcs,  fuch  as  were  offered  for  atone- 
i mo  the  hdy  ment  by  the  typical  high  prieft  according  to  the  law, 
phee,  having  ob-  before  their  blood  was  canted  into  thi  holy  of  boliet, 

(fov.  xvi*  3i— 6.)  but  it  was  in  virtue  of  his  own  moft 
precious  j/W,  as  of  a  iamb  without  blcmijh  and  without 
/pot*  (i  Pen  i*  19.)  that  he  entered  through  the  vail  0? 
bis  own  flefh,  {chap,  x*  4o.)  riot,  litre  the  former  high 
prtefts,  into  an  earthly  fanilaary  on  one  day  of  every 
year  5  but,  once  for  ally  {chap*  x.  to,)  into  the  moft 
holy  place*  even  heaven  itfclf,  to  preftnt  his  own  per- 
fon,  together  with  the  merit  of  his  perfeft  and  ever* 
available  facrifite  before,  and  fo  to  appear  for  us  in 
the  immediate  prefentfe  of  God*  {v*n  44,  25*  26.) 
he  having,  antecedent  thereunto,  by  the  faerifice  of 
htmfelf,  which  he  offcTedori  the  crbfs,  purchafed,  and 
fo  effectually  obtained,  by  the  price  of  his  own  blood, 
not  merely  a  yearns  reprieve  or  pardon;  as  was  annual¬ 
ly  done  in  a  figurative  way  by  the  typical  high  prieft; 
but  having  found  {tv^wc)  3  complete  and  ever-abiding 
lari$fa£tion  to  divine  juft  ice,  for  the  forgivenefs  of  all 
trefpaffes,  and  an  everlafting  deliverance  from  all  the 
bondage  we  were  under  to  fin,  and  Satan,  and  the  law, 
which  bound  us  over  to  the  wrath  of  God  ;  and  having 
thereby  procured  a  right  and  title  to  ah  eternal  inheri¬ 
tance  of  all  bldTednefs  and  glory,  which  is  included  in 
the  redemption  that  he  acquired  for  us>  who  believe  ia 
him. 


tj-  Tor  iF  the 
Blond  cf  btilU, 
and  of  and 
the  at'nc&  of  an 
heifer  fprinUin^ 
the  unde  m,  i'r.\ c- 
tifieth  to  the  pu~ 
rifviug  of  the 


14  Ho*  im;ch 
more  (hall  the 
Wood  of  Chrirt, 
who  through  the 
eternal  Spirit  of- 
£rad  btrafclf 

«i±hoSt  JpirE  to 

God, 


13  For  if  the  typical  blood  of  fitcK  mean  worthier 
antmal$f  as  bulls  and  goats,  which  were  offered  in  fa- 
crifice  by  divine  appointment  under  the  law,  and  the 
a'fhcs  of  an  heifer^  which  was  never  yoked,  and  wa$ 
contained  by  fire  as  a  firi-jofferitig ;  If  tbefe  afhes,  min- 
gled  with  running  water,  being  fprinkled  upon  per  for;  j 
that  werb  under  any  legal  defilement  by  the  dead,  or 
by  any  other  means-,  are  fitfficiem,  according  to  the 
invitations  of  the  Mofatz  Jaw,  ro  eleanfe  thofe  per  for;: 
from  the  external  ceremonial  impurities  of  their  bodies 
and  to  give  them  a  re-admilEon  to  public  worlhip  i; 
the  tabernacle,  and  into  the  congregation  of  the  LorJ: 
from  which  they  were  excluded  on  account  of  fuch  de¬ 
filement.  {Numb,  chap,  xix.) 

14  How  mochmore  may  we  be  aftured  that  there  i 
an  efficacy  ;  yea,  how  much  greater  virtue  mult  then 
needs  be,  in  the  antitypical  blood  of  fo  glorious  an  oa< 
as  Chrift,  God-man,  our  High  Prieft  an  dfa  crifice  too 
who  offered,  not  brute-animals,  bur  himfeif,  even  h. 
whole  'divinely  dignified  human  nature,  wthout  tb< 

1- 

Vi 


Clum 

iiod,'  pufg*r«w 

c->nfdaMjv :  ■  fn>CQ 
<Iiu3  work*  to 
fcTT«  tht  Hihig 
God? 


n* 
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tj  Ad4  for tlifs 
croft  he  it  the- 

Mediator  of  the 

Qtv  tcdiment, 
tku  bt  H1C4DS  of 

death. 


leaft  Saw  or  moral  defilement  In  it,  as  an  expiatory  ft* 

crifico  of  a  'fwest-fmelling  favour '  to  Cod,  (Ephef.  v. 
a.)  and  who  did  this,  through  the  infinite  dignity  and 
foppon  of  hi» own' immortal  deity,  which,'  like  tne  al- 
tar,  fandlfied  the  gift  f ;  and  through  the  anointing 
of  the  holy  arid  eternal  Spirit,  which  was  given  to  hitft 
fts  Man  and  Mediator,  without  meafure,  and  animated 
him  to  uridetgo  all  his  fuffe rings,  with  the  utmoft  r ca¬ 
di  nefs  arid  fubmilfion  to  his  Father's  will,  with  an  en¬ 
tire  truft  arid  confidence  in  him,  with  fervent  zial  for 
his  glory,  and  with  the  mod  amazing  love  and  com- 
paffiori  to  hie  people)  How  mtich  more  evidently  and 
prevalently,  Efay,  beyond  all  ceremonial  purifying*  of 
the  flelh,  (hall  the  noble  blood,  include  of  all  the  obe¬ 
dience  and  fufferings  unto  death,  of  fuch  a  divine  pet- 
fon,  be  efficacious,  in  the  application  of  it  to  your 
confcienccS  through  faith  therein,  to  clean fe  them  from 
the  guilt- arid' defilement  of  all  your  iniquities ;  which 
may  be  called  dead  •works  t  as  they  proceed  from  fpiri-* 
tuaily  dead  principles,  are  altogether  unprofitable  and  a-* 
bominsble,  tike  dead  carcafes,  and  defetve  and  tend  unto 
eternal  death?  Arid  bow  much  more  cffe&ual  mr.fi  it 
be,  to  free  your  confcience  from  dreadful  apptehenfiona 
of  condemnation  and  wrath  on  their  account ;  and  td 
give  k  a  holy  confidence  toward  God.,  as  your  recon¬ 
ciled  God,  that  yc  may  worfhip  him  with  freedom  and 
delight,  as  the  only  living  and  true  God,  who  will  not 
accept  of  dead  performances  j  and  that  ye  may  pay  all 
cheerful  obedience  to  him  here,  as  thofe  who  afe  par¬ 
doned  and  accepted  of  him  through  the  atoning  death 
of  his  Son,  till  ye  (hall  perfe&ly  ferve  and  enjoy  him. 
in  the  heavenly  fanftuary  hereafter  ? 

15  And  for  bringing  about  this  great  end,  jefus  has 
undertaken,  and  is  engaged  in, -the  office  of  the  mediae 
tor  of  the  new  and  better  covenant,  which  has  been 
fpoken  of,  {chap,  viiu  6,  8.  fee  the  notes  there) ;  and 
which  carries  the  nature  of  a  teji ament  ary  difpofition  *, 

that 

NOTES. 

it  hert  trauJbtcd  a  tcftamtnf,  ifld  at  other 
tidies  j  tfutadrt  e  that  there  is  do  otter 
word  than  ibat  (nria)  in  the  Hebrew  lan¬ 
guage  to  expreft  a  tcfli&iem  by*  and  that  tt 
tf  often  gfed  la  cxprtfe  bl  free  proraife* 
which  hat.  tawoof  the  nature  of  a  teftament 
than  of  a  piopcr  covenant,  and  bell  agrees 
to  the  nature  of  God’s  covenant  with  naan. 
He  farther  obferr«s}  that  though  the  Slaai- 
cOTtnint,  (o  far  as  it  was  a  covenant,  wrt 
continued  by  the  blood  of  Artifices ;  yet  as 
in  thofe  Artifices  dearh  was  compnkd,  it 
was  to  confirm  the  (filamentary  gram  of  the 


t  By  the  dtrstl  Spirit  ftffat  tinder  fond 
the  divine  nature  of  CJirlft;  uid.qthers  the 
Holy  Spirit,  w  fomc  copies  itidlt,  But  U 
being  bard  to  Ay  which  of  theft  may 
be  tnoft  diicftfy  intended;  and  his  di¬ 
vine  nature,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  being,  in 
their  rdpeftive  ways  of  operation,  rctf 
nearly  concerned  ift  this  offering  of  hubftlf, 
fhe  paraphrase  has  taken  In  a  confident  ion 
<if  both* 

*  Dr  Owen  obftnres  oo  thi*  text,  that  the 
Seventy  conftamly  render  the  Hebrew  word 
by  the  Greek  word,  which 
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death,  for  the  r c- 
rfcrapticm  of  the 
x  rjni^rdfi^n*  that 
'v*zrt  trader  the 
fir fl  tclUmeut  , 
thit  rhev  which 

4 

am  called  mi^ht 
receive  thu  pro- 
miii  of  ruruii 
inheritance* 


ME  For  where  a 
tdhmcnui,  there 
mtift  ahh  of  ne- 
crillty  be  the 
death  of  the  Uf- 
btor. 


IT  For  *  tef* 
tamest  )f  of 
force  after  men 
are  dead  ;  ot  her- 
wife  it  h  o(  do 
flfcngth  At  all 
whrlft'rhe  teilator 
Livctb, 


t 


that  by  means*  not  of  legal  facnfices,  but  of  his  merito¬ 
rious  death  for  the  remillion  of  fin,  ami  deliverance  of 
Rimers  from  the  guilt  and  ptmifhment  of  thole  iitiqui* 
ties  which  were  committed  under  the  Old,  as  well  as 
New  Teftament,  they  who  are  effectually  called  to  the 
faith  of  Chrift,  whether  before  or  after  his  death,  migbr, 
in  virtue  of  it,  be  made  partakers  of  the  great  promtfe 
to  Abraham^  that  in  his  feed  all  nations  of  the  earth 
fhouhlbe  blcfled,  (GV/i.  siii.ifi*);  which  contained  a  pro- 
mile  of  all  the  bladings  of  grace  and  glory,  even  onto 
the  obtaining,  not  of  a  temporal  poifeflion,  like  the  land 
of  Canaan^  but  of  an  everlasting  inheritance  of  heavenly 
happinefs,  which  was  typified  by  that  land,  and  was 
pro  mi  fed  in  that  covenant  to  all  his  fpi  ritual  feed.  {Cal, 

iiu  1 3,  79.) 

16  And  Jcfus  being  not  only  the  mediator  of  recon¬ 
ciliation  with  God,  to  purchafe  the  bldfings  of  the  new 
covenant,  and  ratify  it  by  his  bloody  but  being  aifo  a 
tejlatsr  to  bequeath  them,  as  legacies  in  his  hft  will 
and  teftamem,  {Luke  xxii.  29,  and  John  xiv*  27)  his 
hloodlhed,  anfwcrable  to  this  character,  was  to  be  unto 
death  x  For  in  the  very  nature  and  reafon  of  things,  and 
according  to  the  umverfal  law  and  cuftom  of  all  na¬ 
tions,  when  any  Inft  will  or  tefiamcm  is  made,  the  death 
of  the  party,  who  therein  difpofed  of  his  own  goods,  is 
oecellary,  and  the  proof  of  it  mufi  be  produced, 

to  give  it  effcfl,  in  order  to  its  being  executed.  This 
is  a  plain  cafe. 

17  For  as  a  teftament  is  the  authentic  fignification 

of  men's  laft  will,  with  regard  to  the  difpofal  of  their 
property,  in  the  time,  way,  and  manner,  which  they 
appoint  for  it  to  take  place  after  their  deceafe  j  fo  it  is 
valid  aud  pleadable,  only  after  the  perfons  that  made  it 
are  dead ;  hecaufe  (**«)  as  long  as  the  teftator  himfeif  is 
alive,  the  teftamentary  difpefition  Is  revocable  at  his  will 
aud  pleafurc,  and  gives  no- legal  title  ro  anyone,  that 
would  pretend  to  claim  ,oi  inherit  under  it :  But  when 
once  he  is  dead,  all  its  lawful  bequefts  to  every  legatee 
arc  irrevocably  eftablifhed,  fo  as  not  to  be  altered  or 
difarmulkd,  {GaU  iii*  15.)  It  waatherefore  ncceffary  for 
Chrift  to  ditt  as,  for  many  other  reafons,  fo  particular¬ 
ly  that  the  promifes  of  the  covenant,  which  be  alfo  maoe 

his 


H  o 

Inheritance  of  {he  land  of  Canaan;  Tor 
death  was  neoeffeiy  to  tlic  confirirvuitAn  of  4 
tcftu^cn%  whkb  (hen  could  only  be  id 
fTtifi  and  rcprtfcntacion  ;  The  teflatnr 
himfclf  wjs  not  to  die  for  the  cfhtblilh- 

nwnt  of  «  iyj  ticit  tahcnunce ;  bu:  Chrift, 


T  E* 

■ 

m  Mediator  of  the  Ncjt  Teftament,  v/a* 
to  die*  not  ific  Jiith  prieft*  of  oJd  cii  L 
a  natural  death  for  tlKinfelvcs,  hut  at  1  he  fi¬ 
eri  fice  died,  tlut  was  thin  and  olT-rcd  lor 
other*.  (See  p.  3 i$,  and  ^07.  S«  ili. 

our  note  on  cl^p.  is.) 


Ch.  U. 
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TS  Whereupon, 
nc  tbcr  the  firft 
tr foment  ****  dc> 
ikated  wi:huut 
blood- 


i£  For  when 
Mulct  had  Ipo- 
fren  every  pro* 
ttpt  to  all  the 
people  according 
to  [he  tiw,  he 
Itok  the  blood  of 
^ik«  end  of 
£uatsf  with  wa* 
ter,  and  faarict 
wool,  aoj  hyiV 
fnp,aa<tfprinUtd 
both  the  book 
and  all  the  pco* 
fie* 


his  ttftamentary  gift,  might  he  in  full  force  to  all  that 
claim  by  faith  under  him  :  But  he  fo  far  excels  all  hu¬ 
man  teftaiors,  that  as  the  merit  of  his  death  reached 
back  to  Old  Teftament-believers,  {ver*  15*)  and  as  be 
never  died  in  his  whole  perfon ;  fo  he*  as  man  and  me¬ 
diator,  now  lives  in  heaven,  to  take  care  of  the  faith¬ 
ful  execution  of  his  own  will,  and  gives  the  whole  in- 
bentance  of  grace  and  glory  to  every  heir  of  premife, 
without  lofing  his  own  property  in  ir,  and  without 
dividing  the  inheritance,  to  as  that  one  fhould  have  one 
part,  and  another  another  parr;  but  that  each  may 
have  the  whole,  as  if  none  but  himfelf  were  to  enjoy  i:« 

18  This  manner  of  ratifying  the  gofpel-covecam  is 

fo  me  what  airfwerable  to  the  way  in  which  the  Slnzi 
covenant  was  con  fee  rated  or  felemnly  fepnrated  to  fa- 
cred  ufc,  and  became  valid,  as  it  was  the  inflrumcnt 
whereby  the  terms  of  that  fpcciaJ  relation  were  fettled, 
which  God  entered  into  with  his  people  which 

covenant  was  not  eftabliflied  without  the  blood  of  the 
typical  facrifices,  that  had  been  lhin  ;  much  lefs  couM 
tbe  new  covenant,  which  has  more  dire£tiy  1  he  nature 
of  a  reftament,  be  confirmed  and  rendered  authentic  for 
taking  effeft,  without  the  death  and  blood  (he  d  of  Cinifh 
{See  the  note  onver*  1  j,) 

19  And  that  the  typical  blood  W3$  ufed  for  this,  to¬ 
gether  with  other  purpofesof  purification  and  re  million 
of  fins,  appears  from  the  various  fprinklings  oF  it:  For 
as  Mcfcs  was  appointed  of  God,  and  accepted  by  the 
people,  to  be  a  fpokefman,  and  fort  ef  mediator,  in  all 
the  cranfuftiona  that  paiTid  between  God  and  'hem, 
(Excd*  xx.  181  19,  and  Dntt*  v*  22,-28.);  fo  when  he 
had  recited  ail  the  words  of  the  Lord  contained  in  tbe 
moral  lawt  \yhich  was  written  011  two  tables  of  Hone, 
and  all  tbe  judgments,  {Ex<xL  xxiv*  3)  contained  in  the 
i  rdt  i  rut  ions,  which  peculiarly  related  to  them  as  a  church 
and  nation,  and  had  been  fpecified  juft  before,  {chapters 
sx*-^xxiii+)  and  when  the  people  thereupon  (aid,  as  with 
me  twice,  Ml  the  wards  which  the  Lcrd  hath  faid  will 
wedQ)  (Exod*  xxiv.  3,);  then  Majcs  wroic^M  the  words 
of  theUw  in  a  book,  { ver •  4,  7.);  and*  in  uttimouy  of 
its  ratification,  *  betook  the  blood  of  calves  and  of  goals, 

that 


«  o 

*  Several  livings  are  mentioned  ,lo  this 
wrfe  dial  are  not  found  in  the  account  gi- 
mi  of  the  dcdicaiion  of  the  covenant^  £1, 
**i«  3,— ‘ft*  Rut*  as  the  apottle  wrote  by 
divide  infpintlun,  ^  may  be  fare  of  the 
tiqth  of  te  afi.iu  concerning  ilieai,  in 
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whVli  he  does  not  confine  Uimfrlf  to  whit 
was  recorded  on  tW  particular  occafinuj  but 
takes  in  varimifv  things  that  fuited  hit  pur^ 
pvie,  rehting  to  the  ufc  of  tprl.ikl:u^  the 
blood  of  the  {acrificeSv  whcre-svci  they  ave 

to  be  met  with  in  the  law  Allies; 


h 
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that  had  been,  offered  for  burnt-offerings  and  peace- of¬ 
ferings,  and  pot  it  into  batons  ( Exod.  xxiir,  j,  6  )  and 
having  mixed  the  blood  wirh  (fringe  a  ter  to  make  ic 
fluid,  he  took  a  parcel  of  fcartet  wool  to  imbibe  the  li¬ 
quor,  and  a  bunch  of  byflbp  to  difperfe  it  in  drops ;  and 
by  this  means  hefprinlled  one  half  of  it  on  the  book  of 
the  law,  a$  it  lay  upon  the  altar*  to  confecrate  it  to  fa* 
cred  ufe*  as  containing  the  covenant  in  which  God  was 
pne  party;  and  fprmkled  the  other  half  upon  the  whole 
congregation  of  the  people,  or  at  lead  upon  their  repie- 
fentatives,  as  the  other  party  concerned  jq  that  covenantf 
and  thereby  purified  them  from  ail  their  legal  unclean* 
nefs,  and  ratiGed  the  covenant  between  God  and  them; 
which  carried  %  typical  inumaUOD,  that  the  new  cove* 

nant 


N  o 

pttt  fuch  an  accoont  of  them  as  was  pro¬ 
per  to  explain  tbcn>.^-We  only  read  in  £x- 
xxiv.  s,  of  the.  **  Ldfrring  of  huratofflr- 
**  acwl  peaee  offering  of  oxert-,*'  thvfc 

oktii  the  apnftle  calls  taivtu  as  the  word 
(ems)  in  the  Hebrew  rt£4,ifyio$  any  rattle 

oj  we  herd,  whether  young  or  <3d*  jind  the 

Orci'h  word*  ufed  by  the  apnftle, 

h^vd  beeti  rendered  W/inf  and  as  wo 
are  not  told  in  the  biftory  what  all  this  offer¬ 
ing  on  that  occirton  were*  there  is  no  di|E- 
coky  in  allowing  that  there  were  go^rs*  a$ 
well  as  birth  ickf,  t?rce  poatj  are  in  cm  toned 
among  the  pejce- offering!;  made  by  fire,  and 
rbc  ftiwsderin^s,  whofe  blood  fptlnklcd, 
(Lcv.iii  3,  i*.  and  ix,  xs%  ifL  and  xvi. 

— ip-)  And  though  fprinkling  the  blood 
with  water  and  icaricc-woul  qnd  hyfiop  if 
n  :>t  iceorded  in  the  account  of  the  dedtea* 

lion  of  cue  covenant,  bur  only  the  fptinkling 
of  the  blood,  which  was  put  into  bafons  Tot 
that  purple,  xjuv*  d,  ff,)  yet  as  when 
the  bload  was  iprlukled  in  ItHcr  quantifies* 
it  w as  e-ifUy  done  by  dipping  the  finger  into 
it,  (-Lev,  viii,  ij.  and  xvi.  14  )  fo  when 
grenei  <jit^p were  to  be  fprinkled,  ir 
was  roiled  wish  running  or  fpring-p water, 
to  prevent  its  tonjrcdluip,  and  keep  it  nauid  : 
And  that  it  might  be  (entered  in  drops,  it 
ms  fprintlcd  wkh  an  inflromeot  computed 
pf  frartct-wi^pfj  to  take  up  and  retain  a  fuf* 
fioieni  portion  of  the  blood,  and  a  tmntdt  of 
Jyflop  to  flatter  it*  This  1*  called  takiug 
rjiinp  ar.il  hnrlci*  (which  the  apnftlc  inter¬ 
prets  as  mi&nr  of  fcar|et*wool)  **  and  dip- 
41  P«ng  them  in  blood**  and  running  wafer, 
and  u  aptinhling  a  hotttV  infected  with  the 
leprofy  “  for  it*  cleaning/*  (Lev,  *iv,  ji, 

“And  though  **  fpf inkling  the  boot** 
it  not  cKptefi^d  in  the  hiffcory,  but  only 
4tfprinklmg  the  ahar  *nd  the  people,"  (£x. 

7*  9*)  yet  as  the  opoflle  tells  us  that 
Mwles  Jprinkkd  tlie  book,  and  the  biftory 
/pciks  of  is*  having  **  red;cd  and  wrote  all 
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the  vnrds  of  the  law,  and  then  fprinkled 
<l  the  blood  un  the  altar,1*  (ver,  3,  4,  1) 
there  is  no  joct  rcafnn  to  doubt,  hot  that  the 
bonk  was  Lid  upon  the  ah»r,  before  the  altar 
wes  fpnnhlcd ;  and  fo  the  took  »as  fpriok- 
led  together  w^tb  it.  And  whereas  in  the 
.  tr^t  of  £4.  xxivt  8.  Kofti  L  f*id  to  have 
fpriukledthc  bbod  on  ibe  people,  the  apa¬ 
rt  ie  tdb  bf,  by  w^yof  inter prtiaiinn,  th  -t 

it  wu  upon  all  the  people,  cither  in  their 
rep refent stives  which  foirie  fappole  we<c 
the  fwr/ve  fUhrft  according  to  the  twelve 
tribes  of  Ifracf,  menHoned  £a-  xxiv.  4-;  or 
the  ftvtntj  cidtH)  mentioned  ver,  who 
were  the  chief  heads  of  lifid  >  or  clfc  upon 
.is  many  of  the  people  as  were  near  him  $ 
and,  perhaps  upotr  every  individual  of  them, 
as  there  might  he  opportunity  for  it  in  their 
turns*  even  “  upon  all  the  men,  women* 
11  and  children/*  who  were  included  in  the 
covenant  made  with  Ariel  at  Sinai,  Dear, 
xxxi.  n,  |t,  13.  as  they  had  tlfo  been  be¬ 
fore  ld  the  covtoaot  miide  svhb  Abraham* 
Geri-  xvii,  7 ,-*710*  in  which  the  fertiaks 
were  included  in  the  Dr  Gwen,  in  a 

remark  on  die  verfs  before  ui,  fays,  *+  the 
commumcadcA  of  the  benefit  if  the  deeth 
of  Chrirt*  unto  lanfHfcaiion,  is  called  the 
“  iprinkUug  of  his  blood/1  1  Pet,  i.  1-; 
and  opr  apoftie  com r? rife  t he  efiefls  of 

it,  unto  that  end,  under  the  name  of  tbe 
blood  of  fprinkims/1  chap,  xii  44,  And 
I  fear  (fays  he)  that  thofc  whohivcufrd  ti  e 
cxpvcfljoa  whii  i^me  contempt,  vheu  applied 
by  them iHves  umo  the  figo  of  (be  corotr  c- 
nication  of  ihe  benefit  of  the  dca^fa  of 
Chrift  in  bapiifm,  have  not  ohferved  that  r> 
wrencr  of  holy  thing;  that  is  required  of 
11$.  for  this  fynibol  v£  fpriokfiug  wzs 
that  which  God  htofclf  chofcand  appoint¬ 
ed*  as  a  meet  and  apt  token  of  the  comn^i- 
ni cation  of  covenant-tncfCy,  lh|«  »>  <* 
mee  la  Oinft  Jefoj  to  our  itrutj.’1 

“  V  ^  ■  ' 


Cb.ix. 
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io  Saying, 

Tills  is  the  blood 
0:  the  triUment 
which  GoJ  bull 
enjoined  uno. 

JUL 


it  Moreover, 
he  rprinfcUdljke- 
with  blond 
both 


naut  of  gt>fpej 'grace,  between  God  ami  jII  true  belie¬ 
vers,  (hould  be  confirmed  by  the  blood  of  ChrifFs  faen- 
fice,  whidb  is,  by  way  of  eminence,  the  blend  of f prink* 
lingy  (chap*  xu*  24*}  and  the  virtue  of  which,  in  its  ap¬ 
plication,  is  effe£frtal  for  clcanfing  from  the  guilt  and 

defilement  of  fin,  by  pardoning  and  fim£tify£ng  grace, 
as  was  typified  by  that  blood  and  water,  and  was  after- 
ward  Ggnified  by  the  blood  and  water  which  came  out 
of  ChyifL’s  pierced  fide*  ( John  xis,  34,  3 5,  See  the 
note  there.) 

20  "While  Ms/es  was  iq  this  manner  fprinkling  the 
blood,  and  (ho wing  it  to  the  people,  he  find  to  them, 
(£x*d+  xxiv.  8*)  Beheld  the  bleed  of  the  covenant^  {L  c*) 
This  blood. is  a  token  of  its  confirmation  by  divine  au¬ 
thority,  between  God  and  you,  whereby  his  faithful- 
nefs,  on  one  band,  for  fulfilling  hi.-  proitiifes  ;  and  your 
obedience,  on  the  other,  for  performing  its  duties,  arc 
engaged,  according  to  what  l  have  publiQied  unto  you 
from  the  Lord,  and  ye  have  confirmed  to,  that  ye  may 
be  dealt  with  according  torts  tenor* 

21  Furthermore,  when  the  tabernacle  was  framed 
and  furnithed  with  its  appointed  vefTels  of  fervice,  *  Mg* 
fix  alfo  ordered  that  It  fljould  he  fprinkied  with  the  bicod 

r.f 


w  o 

*  The  tabernacle  was  rat  errffrd,  nor  all 
its  rcffcls  formed,  till  leme  time  after  Mofef 
received  the  law,  and  the  forementioned  to* 
Jonn  tran faiHons  had  p*fied:  And  there¬ 
fore  tbe  fprinkling  of  blood  £0  ianfUfy  the 
labcrnatfc  and  its  tuenfiU  could  not  be  at  that 
lime  ;  but  ronft  relate  to  what  was  after  want 
lo -be  done,  prnbahly  at  the  firft  fetiing  up 
i>f  the  tabernacle:  fin  re  Mofes,  jjismg  an 
account  nf  that,  (&(.  *L  9,  io,  n,)  order¬ 
ed  the  **  tabernacle,  and  all  things  therein 
u  to  be  hallowed  with  anointed  oil after 
diicb  follows  the  conffervion  of  Aaron  and 
his  Tons  by  anointing  them,  ^11,-15.) 
And  ai  the  anointing  of  them  for  their  too- 
deration  ura$  attended  wuh  thejpiinkibigof 
blood,  according  to  the  order  about  kin 
tjC"rxvriL  4,  cojnpqred  wjth  chap;  xxix. 

jo,  ip.  it  is  rcaibnabU  to  conclude*  that 

I  he  anointing  of  the  tabernacle,  and  all  its 
vcficU  wore  fo  too;  and.  Jofephus  lays, 
(Autiq.  lib.  Ilk  cap,  4.  Badf,  edit.)  that 
Mofc*  OMfecraied  tbe  tabernttde,  and  all  its 
tcficJs,  by  “  anointing  jhevo  with  oil,  and 
h  by  the  blood  of  Haiti  bulls  and  rams,11— 
>!owerer7  I  rather  think,  with  Dr  OWen 
and  fome  others,  that  (be  apoftle  here  refers  to 
vhai  was  annually  done  by  thehi^h  prirfl  011 
the  great  day  of  aconcmcm :  for  his  prin¬ 
cipal  ddign  in  t Id*  difirourfe,  asippcarM'ronj 
wbar  follows  to  tbe  a nd  o'f  the  chapter,  wu 
to  die  cojCTjrariioo  betwcco  ChrUW  pv- 
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formances  in  the  cxecnikm  of  his  office  in 
herven,  and  the  ferv ices  of  the  high  priert 
to  the  fanfluarv,  on  that  day*  And  though 
Moles  did  not  fprinkU;  the  tabernade  aitd  ihf 

vdJcls  with  his  v hards,  on  the 

Ary  day  of  atonement  >  yet  it  may  he  fpo- 

ken  of  as  his  doing  it ,  bccaute  4t  was  dene 

by  tht  M.;h  priefl,  according  to  divine  ap* 
porintnurnr  in  the  law  delivered  t>y  bin  : 
Mofcs  often  fignifiti  his  Law  in.  J.*ukc 
sale,  ayt  44*  xv,  ai.  and  j  Or.  ii t* 

ie-  And  to  ?hc-pofl!c,  haviHg  finilhed  bis 
account  uf  what  was  done  ai.  t';c  tkdic^tiou 


of  the  covenant,  j>i+^ccctls,  in  ihk  and  the 
neit  verjCj  toother  itandin"  oiJ!i»ianrrs  of 
fprintliu^  the  blood  of  iaerihecs  for  purli-^ 
cation  and  Ltcnerrent,  the  1 nerc  to" 

fijtw  how  they  fhadowed  out  t**z  vinui  of 
Chrid's  atoning  hbjod  for  taking 
which  he  h'fitls  up^  ^  laige  in  the  next 
chapter*  Ami  that  he  in  tuh  vtrfe  fmike 
of  thbps  done  at  a  d:  detent  from  thnle 

which  acrcjiili  bci’arc  mentioned,  k 
cd  by  tlit  of  hk  it* 

**  Moreover,  Hkcvik;  he  Iprinklcd  witii 
**  bW:|  the  t*  hern  ado,*  Ccc.  AnJ  then  in 
tfic  next  rcr  1 ,  he  lay?,  4‘  nil  things 

,l  are  by  the  hw  purged  with  blood,  ami 
((  wi;ht>ui  ihedcihig^if  biood  k  no  rcmhfiou;'* 
thereby  iiUimaii:  g  was  the  ordinal y 
cootinutd  prafllcr  all  under  ihc  law. 
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iioth  the  rabcr-  0f  the  facriHces,  and  that  this  {hotrid  be  repeatedly  done 

^ unh!* mi-  0!l  thegfe«  day  of  atonement  every  year;  and  that* 
jiiilry,  '  together  with  the  tabernacle;  all  the  uttnfiis  pertaining 

to  it*  and  to  the  miniftrations  of  the  priefts  in  it*  fhould 


it  AnJalmofl 
aU  chingj  arrby 
phc  hw  purged 
with  blood ;  and 
’  vithout  (hfdding 
pf  blaqd  there  1* 


*3  7/TiWthcrc- 
fi  >r  c  ncref  la  r  y  ,Uiat 
the  pattern*  of 
things  in  the  hti- 
ye»*a  thonld  be  p«- 
r.fiad  wi;h  thsic, 
fcist  rhe  heavenly 
tilings  themichret 
with  better  faert- 
^cts  than  thtk. 


be  (hereby  cleaned  from  the  defilements  of  the  people, 
and  fanftified  for  religious  fervices j  even  as  the  mercy* 
feat,  and  altar  of  incenfe*  annually  were  by  the  high 
prieft  on  every  return  of  that  day*  becaufe  of  the  fins 
of  the  people*  that  they  might  be  purified  from  the  legal 
unclean  nefs  which  had  been  contra  fled  thereby*  [Lev* 
xvi*  14, — 19,) 

22  And  fo  important  was  the  blood  of  facrifices  to 
that  difpenfation,  that  aim  oft  every  thing  relating  to 
purification,  and  indeed  all  things*  except  thofe  that 
were  to  be  purified  by  fire  and  water,  #  and  had  no  mo* 
ml  impurity  in  them*  are  clean  fed,  according  to  the 
inftitution  of  the  law,  by  the  offering  and  fprinkling  of 
typical  blood  :  And,  even  by  the  tenor  of  the  Sfit4i  co~ 
venant,  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  forgiveness  of  fin  to  be 
obtained  without  the  bloodfhed  of  atoning  facrifices  5 
which  evidently  typified,  and  ftrongly  pointed  to  the 
blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  for  effeftually  cleanfing  us  from  all 
fiu,  (1  John  i.  7*)  and  intimate  that  there  can  be  no  real 
purgation  from  fin-withoqt  his  blood- 

23  It  therefore  plainly  appears  from  what  has  been 
find*  that,  by  the  appointment  and  commandment  of 
God,  it  was  necefliiry  that,  not  only  the  book  of  the 
covenant,  and  the  people  ;  bur  xlfo  that  the  tabernacle 
and  all  its  urenfils,  which  weredigiirative  representations 
of  heaven,  and  of  the  bleffings  pertaining  to  it,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  model  or  delineations,  (u^/uj^ara)  that 
were  fliewn  to  Mojcs  in  the  mount,  (fee  the  note  on 
chap*  viii,  j.)  ftiould  be  deanfbd  and  fet  apart  forfacred 
ufe  by  the  typicaT  facrifices  and  various  fprinlclings  but 
now  mentioned;  infomuch  that  the  high  pried  was  never 
to  enter  into  the  holy  of  holies  without  the  blood  of 
thofe  facrifices*  But  as  the  heavenly  things  themfelves 
are  incomparably  more  excellent  than  thofe  patterns  of 
them;  fo  it  'was  necdTiry,  according  to  the  infinite 
wifiiom,  holinefs,  and  fovercign  will  and  appointment 


ot 


N  O  T  E. 

?  E«ry  thing  that  might  abide  the  fire  were  ceremonially  andean,  jtvi*  atf,-*- 

indeed  to  pa fs  through /Ad/ for  clean fiftg,  *S*  and  xxii.  tf.)  Etnas  theic  «u  10 
and  to  be  purified  with  the  water  of  Jqiara-  ral  defiletDent  in  any  of  thole  things;  fo  the 
tion,  Niimh*  jtxici,  ;  apri  both  the  dothes  apqflle,  rtot  reckon  in  f  them  to  His  pntpcfr, 
and  bodies  of  thole  who  led  awav  she  fcape^  paflesthem  over,  and  fays >  vrith  a  tacit  except 
jfoatt  and  who  burnt  the  fin -offerings  were  tion  of  fuch  tike  th'mgs, .  that  aliwS  *4  jU 
h»  he  Whcd  wiili  water;  and  fo  was  the  **  things  weic by  the U^'  purged1  ivit  it  i>!du* ^ 
yf  thofi:  who  had  touched  fuch  things  as 


Cfa.  ix. 


The  EpijUt  to  the  He  buevs  paraph  rafed, 


a 4  For  Chrift 

u  not  cDtend  in¬ 
to  the  holy  p ti¬ 
ed  mute  with 
hand*,  TP&jffr  <wr 

tlir  figures  of  i  he 
true;  into 

bt-aven  itfidf,  now 
to  appear  in  the 

pretence  of  God 
far  VJ 


ij  Wor  yet  that 
he  fhouM  offer 
himftSf  often,  at 

ibt-  high  prtoft 

finer  db  into  the 

boiy 


of  God,  anfwerableto  thefe  figurative  reprcfentatkms, 
that  the  heavenly  fanftaary  itfelf,  and  every  thing  rel** 
tire  to  it,  IKouid  be  confccnted  to  holy  ufe  for  finful 
creatures  by  a  proportionally  more  noble,  excellent 
2nd  worthy  facrjfice,  than  all  that  were  offered  tinder  the 
law,  that  in  virtue  of  this  great  faciifice*  not  only  the 
new  covenant  between  God  and  his  people  might  be 
confirmed,  and  they  deanfed  from  'all*  iniquity  i  bur 
that  Jefus,  their  High  Pridt  hsmfelf,  might  alfobe  fol¬ 
ly  con  fee  rated  to  his  office,  {John  xvii.  19;)  and  enter 
into  heaven  icfelf  to  prefent  hU  blood  before  the  throne 
of  God,  { Heb .  it*  12.);  anc^  flight  prepare  that  holy 

habitation  for  their  ufe  and  enjoyment,  who  in  due  Tea- 
Ion  were  to  follow  him  thither,  [John  xiv.  z,  3,} 

24  For  Chrift,  the  anointed  High  Pridt  of  the  churchy 
has  not  entered,  like  the  high  prieft  of  old,  into  fuch 
earthly  places,  as  were  framed  by  the  hands  of  men,  and 
were  no  more  than  mere  figures  and  refemblances  of 
the  heavenly  fanSivary^  and  true  tabernacle^  which  the 
L^rd  pitched  and  net  man ,  (chap<  viti.  2.)  and  the  model 
of  which  was  given  to  Mdfes  on  the  mount,  ( chap *  viii* 
5*}  f  j  but  he  is  afceucied  in  his  human  nature  with  the 
blood  of  his  facrifice  into  heaven  itfelf,  even  the  heaven 
of  heavens,  now  in,  and  by  means  of  that  nature,  and 
in  that  holidt  of  ail,  to  fulfil  the  remainder  of  his  prieft- 
ly  office,  by  appearing  in  the  immediate  prefencc  of 
God’s  glory,  as  our  reprefentative,  to  prefent  before 
him,  as  on  a  throne  of  grace,  the  merit  of  his  blood 
in  his  ever  living  to  make  intercejjion  fir  who  come 
unto  God  by  him*  (Chap*  viL  25.) 

25  Not  that  we  arc  to  imagine  as  if,  in  order  to  his 
entering  into  this  heavenly  fan  Qu  ary,  and  prefent  in  g 
his  atoning  blood  there*  it  was  neceflary  for  him  to  of¬ 
fer  hjmfclf  a  Sacrifice,  as  be  did  on  the  crpfs  in  fuffexing 

unto 


NOTES* 


*  HtUer  fiaificet  is  here  pur,  by  an  ana¬ 
logy  of  number,  for  a  bettor  jtwrvke,  in  aa 
aH^cSi  to  the  lejpl  ferriticcs ;  beejofe  rhij 
is  mure  eminent  in  its  virtue  ttur,  and  in¬ 
cludes  the  Agniliral  ioa  of,  all  (bnfe  facriSeu  : 
For  it  is  not  only  the  one  ftcriGcc  of  Chrift 
that  is  intended,  as  appears  from  the  follow* 
ing  verfa,  where  the  apoftie  (peak*  of  it,  is 
hut  once  offered,  and  as  completely  fttfficjent 
aIuhc,  and  of  itULf,  to  anlwcr  its  end. 

t  in  the  fturel  number,  teem 

to  me  to  %nity  the  entire  building  of  the  ia- 
bernscle,  induGrc  of  the  coop  of  the  pjidb 
and  of  the  holp  of  holies,  into  which  the 
high  pried  juded  through  the  vail:  And 
ffinJVs  entering,  s*t  nppofttfon  t  hereunto, 

pto  heaven  it&hj  irisy  ultimate  that,  thro 


the  offering  of  hiiBfdf,  he  mmiflcrs  in  Jr.s 
human  nature,  prefigured  by  the  tabernacle, 
and  in  heaven,  prefigured  by  the  fanArary, 
according  to  what  has  been  obferved  about 
llis  diflinftion  between  l he  fandhiary  andts* 
Ltrnaclc,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  *Ui.  ».)  and 
(hough  the  word  (xvlfrvra)  rendered  tbrfi- 
gnreti  is  meft  commonly  under  flood  tn  iif* 
nify  that  which  anfwers  the  type ;  yet  :t 
here  evidently  mran*  the  Tatne  thing  with,  the 
pat  teres  mentioned  in  the  preceding  vtrfe, 
'which  reprefented  die  things  ffgniffcd  by 
tltcm,  anfwcr^ble  to  th«  peri  eft  platform  that 
was  given  of  them  to  Motes  in  the  mount, 
(Seethe  panjphr;rfe  *rv1  nofe  oo  chap,  vliu 

$.  and  Dr  Ouea  on  this  vert.) 


hojf  pfaerwcy 

year*  with  blood 
q£  other*; 


Tls  Bpyiii  to  tht  IJsbbews  p&rapbtaje4> 


Ch.  is. 


iff  (For  tfirn 
too ft  he  often 

b***  (wiTcfCcifif.ee 

the  foundjftoo  of 
the  world j)  bvt 
now  omf  in  the 
cod  uf  the  vorld 
fcaih  he  appeared* 
to  pot  away  tin 
by  the  Leri hco  of 
tuaiftlf. 


if  And  as  fe 
is  appointed  unto, 
xtci  once  to  die, 
bat  after  tbit  the 
judgment: 


unto  death,  mote  than  opetr-wbieb  along  was  complete* 
Jy  (atisfaflory  to  divine  jufticc}  Of  that  he  fltoold  fre¬ 
quently  repeat. it,  as,  according  to  ihc  JewiJb  iuiliru- 
tioo,  the  high  prieft  offered  facrificts,  becaufe  of  their 
imperfection,  every  year,  in  order  to  hit  entering  into 
the  worldly  fan&uary,  not  with,  his  own  blood,  bat 
with  the  blood  of  other  ,  creatines,  mere  animals,  that 
cpul(l  never  take  away  our  fins,  which  rendered  us  un¬ 
worthy  and- unmeet  to  be  admitted- into  God’s  immedi¬ 
ate.  prefence  In  heaven. 

26  For  if  there  had  been  a  neccfliry  of  a  repetition  of 

his  offering,  as  there  was  of  tbofp  under  the  law,  be* 
faufe  of  their  impcrfc&ion  $  then  he  qiuft  have  Ihed 
his  blood  for  making  atonement  very  often  from  the 
time  that  Hit  entered  interhe  world  *,  which  was  loon 
after  the  foundation  of  the  earth  was  laid ;  fit  ice,  other- 
wife,  there  cou’d  have  been  no  expiation  by  bis  blood 
for  the  (ins  of  thofc  that  lived  in  former  ages:  But  fuch 
is  the  infinite  virtue,  perfection,  and  dignity  of  the  ex¬ 
cellent  focrifice  which  Chrift  has  offered,  and  fuch  is 
the. extant  of  its  efficacy  backwards  and  forward,  to  all 
former  as  well  as  future  generations,  that  now,  at  the 
ctofe  of  the  Jrwi/b  difpenfation,  to  put  an  end  to  that, 
and  at  the  tntrodudion  of  the  gofpel-difpeniation  to  c- 
lUblilh  tbii,  which  is  the  lad  and  bell  of  all  that  ever 
will  be  fet  up  in  our  world,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  s.  2. 
and  Mr  JoJeph  Med/ 6  apoltacy,  dec-  chapters  xi.  and 
nil.)  {  he  at  this  time,  once  for  all,  has  been 

manifeded  in  the  flelh  to  expiate-the  guilt,  and(*w*fcTwi») 
.abolifh  the  power  of  (in,  with  all  its  dreadful  vffedp,  by 
hit>  meritorious  f offerings  unto  death,  when  he  offered 
a  facrifice,.  not  of  bulls  and  goats,  but  of  himfelf* 
whole  entire  human  nature,  foul  as  well  as  body,  and 
that  dignified  by  the  per  tonally  united  Godhead,  was 
the  offering  he  made  for  fin  ;  and  fo  was  of  fuch  infi¬ 
nite  value,  as  not  to  need  a  repetition  of  it,  or  any  other 
propitiatory  facrifice  befides  it. . ' 

27  And  in  as  much  as,  by  the  fettled  law  and  righ¬ 
teous  appointment  of  God,  upon  the  entrance  of  bn, 
for  the  punifhment  of  it,  alt  mankind,  in  the  ordinary 
courfc  of  things  +,  mull  die  once,  and  but  once  ont  of 

this 


H  O  T  B  S. 

*  A*  there  «:i  no  iterf  or  soy  ojiiaior, 

JkgriScc,  till  fin  hu man  juIdic?  fo 

Gbtt  the  fijUodttSun  of  the  wnrlri11  In  this 


pWcnihHe  undeftood  to  mean,  not  mbfe* 
iuicly  ft uni  die  creation  of  :he  world*  bar 
fjjs  tbrM  of  whiea  wu^uickty 


after  it ;  *&d  ihm  the  phraft  is  to  be  inder- 

flood*  LnVt.  jo. 

f  Though  *11  men  in  gmenl  utxft  (fie* 

anA  come  ui  judgment,  to  th*  pe- 

x&\  fcoccrct  v  yet  a*  tntre  ztt  cMttvpiMA 
fttfrt  dyics*  by  the  fy ccul  Jiv*ar  of’CJod  on 
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t&  So  Chrift 
w  orce  offered 
:*  bear  the  fine 
of  many  \  tod 
vote  them  that 
kmk  for.  him  fhatt 
S'it  ivp^  the  fe¬ 
cund  titbe,  with* 
cot  fin,  uutofitl- 


this  mottalfUte,  never  to  return  to  it  more;  and*  afV 
ter  tb at,  roufl  appear  at  the  awful  bar  of  a  future  judg¬ 
ment*  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  demerit  of 
thdr  cWds  done  in  the  body  $  unfofa  they  be  ttlttvcd 
by  grace : 

28  S;i  Cluift,  to  take  off  the  curfc  of  the  law*frn- 
tence  tor  fin*  Hied  once,  and  but  once  and  thereby 
offered  011c  only  fncrificc  to  bear  the  guilt  and  puoifli* 
ment  of  the  has  of  his  people,  who  may  well  be  called 
manjy  as  they  are  an  innumerable  multitude,  even  -all 
that  believe  in  him.  And  unto  them,  who  with  faitb* 
hope,  dofire,  and  love,  cspetl  his  coming  again  to  judg* 
mem,  and  patiently  wait  for.it,  looking  for  falvation 
alone  by  him,  he  will  perfonally  appear  at  what  may 
be  called,  by  way  of  eminence,  th tfecond  time *  nut  as^ 
he  did  before*  in  a  Hate  of  humiliation  and  fufletmgTor 
their  fins;  but  in  all  his  ihsjcfty  and  glory*  asao  longer 
bearing  thtir  iniquities*  but  coming  to  give  them  a  com¬ 
plete  enjoyment  of  all  the  happinefs  of  the  heavenly 
world,  to  which  he  will  adjudge  them,  foul  and  body* 
at  the  lad  day,  as  the  fruit  and  effeft  of  wbat  by  bis 
death  be  has  obtained  for  them* 

r  -  ..  •  » 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  gradually  has  God  made  known  his  mind  and  will  about  the  great  thing* 
that  relate  to  Chrift,  and  fakatkmby  him  \  Thcfe _  were  ohfetiflely  hinted  in  typi¬ 
cal  reprefentations,  by  the  earthly  uherpacle  and  tU  various  ittenlils,  and  fcrvices; 
but  arc  brought  to  dear  light  by  gofptl'revdatioiu  that  we  may  behold  in  Chrift 
far  more  Iran  foci  *dent  glories  than  ever  appeared  in  thofe  fliadows,  which  were 
to  be  fulfilled  ;a  him.  May  we, be  led  to  this  grand  autitype  for  all  the  light  and 
grace,  pardon  of  fin,  communion  with  God,  and  fpiritual  Food  for  our  fouls ,  that 
were  typified  by  thofe  lep::!  iriftitufions,  which  could  make  nothing  perfettt,  as 
pertamifigtothe  con fei e &ce  What  a  con fumm ate  and  glorious  High  Prieft  is 
thrift  l  All  of  tbit  char  after  under  the  bw  were  only  figures  of  him  ;  but  he,  zs 
aurgofpel  High  Prieft,  mirfiftm  in  the  moft  excellent  tabernacle  of  his  own  hu* 
nan  nature,  ami  in  heaven  itfelf;  and  has  entered,  once  for  all,  into  thajt  cnpft 
ta!y  place,  there  to  abide  for  ever,  in  virtue  of  his  own  blood,  by  which  be  ob- 
uiuedetemaj  redemption  for  us.  With  what  fatisfaftiem  may  we  depend  upon 

the 


NOTES* 

CrSlVs  account,  in  the  nfe  of  Enoch  and 
Fiiif;  ib  there  will  He  of  .thofe  that  ftiail  he 


*  :-e  on  earth  at  Giriflls  fecund  curbing, 
1  Theft  iv,  it*  And  though  in  the  L\?m* 
ui'-n  oniric  believers  mutt  die,  and  all  of 
diem  mutt  appear  in  judgment,  as  well  ss 
at<n 1  yet  die  fti*ig  of  deaths  and  the  iv 
goi>r  of  proceeding  again  ft  tnero,  and  the 
omdrnuiins  frntcnce  tha-  lhafi'be  pafied  upon 
others,  ’w  ill  l>e  uvken  cfT  from  them,  thro* 
the  merit  of  Chrift,  who  will  appear,  a&  the 
Jsrlge  of  all,  to  their  filriibn, 

c  u  Chilli's  being  once  offered  to  bear  the 
“  fins  of  mny,”  evidently  aafrer*  to  hi 

**  appointed  unto  aen  once  to  die  j1' 


(ver**y.)  and  Ihews  that  the  offering  of  hU 
ptopi'iatory  lacrifice  was,  (btdtly  fpntlo^ 
on  the  crofij  and  not  in  heaven ;  and  fbcuL$ 
that  I  hi?  one  nlfdn^  (which*  hi  opp^lhion 
to  his  furto-ing  Mien,  (ver.  b  called 
**  his  appearing  cnce  la  tfe  end  of  the 
<(  world,  to  put  fin  by  the  facrifiee  of 
**  iiimfclf,*1)  ii  intended  all  along  ia  ihp 
foregoing  coni  ext ;  it  being  jntoofirtent  with' 
Ms  lb!c  in  heaven  to  continue  order  furfer- 
ings ;  and  the  prcJentatlou  of  the  blood  of 
his  f.criticc  there,  htlng  an  ever- coni  inning 
exhibition  of  the  fame,  cannot  he  prv^criy 
jutd  to  he  but  wtf  ■ 
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’the  efficacy of  his  blood*  without  which  therein  no  rcTnlflkm  !  If  fpmkling  the 
blood  of  animals,  and  the  aibcs  of  an  heifer,  availed  for  ceremonial  purifications  of 
the  body ;  how.  much  more  mult  the  precious  blood  of  Chrift,  who  offemi  himfelr 
1o  God,  aa  hu  immaculate  and  divinely  dignified  lamb,  pm^c  our  fouls  from  the 
guilt,  defilement  and  power  of  fin,  in  its  application  to  them :  0  btefled  time  of 
lefomiation !  The  gofpel-covenant  relating  hereunto  i.s  fure  and  certain :  Whether 
we  pinfichr  if  as  the  covenant  of  God  the  Father  with  his  people  in  Chrifi,  or  as 
Chrifl  s  tefiamentary  bequdt,  all  Its  prouiifes  are  ratified  paft  rtf  peal;  and  allits 
Udfings,  unto  the  re  million  of  fin,  and  the  inheritance  of  eternal  life,  may  be 
chimed;  arodlhal)  be  enjoyed  by  them,  that  are  eflctfuatly  called  in  every  age- 
But  boMrneceftary  is  oiir  Lord*s  interceflbry  prdenta*ion  of  his  facrilice  in  hea¬ 
ven,  and  application  of  it  to  our  fouls  on  earth,  to  render  it  efficacious  to  our  own 
falvationi—  All  mankind  in  the  genera  I  court*  of  things  muft,  by  divine  appoint¬ 
ment,  i;ua  voided  y  die,  and  come  to  judgment;  but,  blclfed  be  God,  that  every 
true  believer  has  a  happy  relief  again#  the  terror  of  thefe  thoughts  ;  Forto  them 
who  look,  and  wait  in  afimable  manner,  for  Chrift’s  fccond  coming,  he  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  all  his  glory  to  adjudge  them  to,  and  give  them  poHVIfion  of,  allpofiiLiIe 

bapptneft,  in  foul  and  body  forever,  on  account  of  the  one  offering  he  has  made 
of  himfelf  for  them. 


C  H  A  P.  X. 

■ 

Tie  a pojtU  /huts  up  hU  main  argument  relating  to  the  uifufjiciency  of  all 
legal  facrifices  for  taking  away  fin*  l> — 4*  And  to  the  necejjity  and 
tjjieacy  of  the  facrifice  of  Chrlftfor  that  purpofe^  according  to  the  tenor 
of  the  new  covenant f  which  contains  the  fubfiantial  bkfjings  that  ike 
law  was  only  the  jbadow  of>  5,™i8>  And}  having jinijhei  the  doc- 
trinat^  be  enters  on  the  pra£Ucal  part  of  the  ipifik*  by  way  of  inference 
from  tbe  preceding  difoourfe%  from  which  he  draws  an  argument  for 
holy  holdnefs  in  the  believe  As  nets  ft  to  God  through  Jtfus  Chrifi t  19,— 
21*  Andforfledfafinefs  in  the  faith%  and  excitations  to  mutual  hvc 
and  duty  1  and  to  frequent  affemblings  together  for  religious  worjbif^ 
2  5*  And  then  he  warns  them  of  the  danger  *f  apoftacy%  26, — 
31.  Reminds  them  of  their  former  illumination*  and fufftrings  with 
patience  and  fpiritual  joy*  32,— And  encourages  them  to  main¬ 
tain  tbmr  holy  pr<feJfton  to  the  csid  of  their  days^  35, — 39. 


Tm\ 

TDR  the  Jaw 
having  t  Ob* 
daw  of  good 
things  to  £:>me, 
a.nd  FKit  the  vtry 
image  of  the 
tilings,  can  never 
with  tiwfc  ucri- 
fico  which  they 
offered  yew  hy' 
year  coniinuaJly, 
st^L*  tb*  comers 
hereunto  pci  feel. 


h 


Paraphrase* 

TT  evidently  appears  then  from  all  that  hath  been  :r> 

*  fitted  on  in  the  foregoing  difeourfe,  thajt  the  fflofalc 
law,  with  all  its  infiitutioiu  of  the  Levirieal  priefthood, 
and  facrifices,  whole  blood  was  carried  into  the  holy  of 
holies,  was  only  a  typical  reprefen  ration  of  Chrifi  and 
his  facrifice  offered  on  earth*  and  of  his  entering  with 
his  own  blood  into  heaven,  to  prefent  the  merit  of  it 
there,  as  the  purchafeof  all  the  fubfiantial  privileges 
and  blefiings,  which  were  then  future,  *nd  to  be  intro¬ 
duced  under  the  gofpel-fiate:  Yea,  it  was  fo  far  from 
containing  the  fubftance  of  thofc  eminently  good  things 
them  fd  yes*  that  it  was  rather  like  the  ixperf=£.l  rrpre- 

fenraiion* 


Ch*  x* 
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fen Eation,  xjhich  the  mere  fliadpw  of  a  man’s  bod, 
makes  of  him,  than  like  his  image  in  a  tooking-glafs, 
which  gives  a  more  di(Un£t  view  of  him.  {Sec  the 
note  on  2  Cor.  iii.  iS.)  And  therefore  the  law,  with 
ail  thofe  figurative  facrifices,  which,  hecaufe  of  their 
impetfe£tion,  the  high  prieft  offered  repeatedly  every 
year,  on  the  great  day  of  atonement,  can. never  be 
effectual  to  dtfeharge  them  -from  the  guilt  of  fin,  and 
bring  them  into  a  ftate  of  reconciliation  and,  acceptance 
with- God,  that  are  concerned  in,  and. attend  upon 
thofe  ceremonial  fervices,  and  approach  the  divine  raa- 
jefly  by  thofe  facrifices  j  nor  can  they  ever  make  them 
perfeQ,  as  pertaining  to  the  conference*  {Chap.  ix.  9. 
fee  the  note  there.) 

■*  For  then,  2  For  had  thefe  ends  been  perfectly  obtained 
vouid  tLcy  not  thofe  facrifices.  Is  it  not  plain  that  God  would  never 

ofoedlbassfe  have  appointed,  and  that  there  would  have  been  no  00 
th»  the  warifaip-  cafion  lor  frequentj  or  indeed  for  any  repetition  of 
iien,onecputjed,  them,  after  they  were  firff  offered?  They  then  would 

^  certainly  have  eeafed  to  be  offered  any  more  j  bccaufr* 
fqcraof  tin*.  on  fuppofition  that  the  worfcippers,  to  whom  thofe  fa¬ 
crifices  related,  were  really  and  completely  deanfed 
thereby  at.  once  from  their  guilt,  and  bad  obtained  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  God  to  eternal  life,  they  would  have  had 
no  perplexing  and  diflrelfing  felf-condemnings  in  their 
conferences,  as  if,  for  want  of  a  further  atone  men  r, 
they  were  ftill  in  an . unpardoned  (late,  or  needed  Tome 
other',  facrifice  to  purify  and  difebarge  them  from  the 
guilt  of  their  fins  before  God ;  which  if  it  wete  once 
perfe£Uy  done,  would  have  been  done  for  ever. 

3  Batin  thofe  3  But  this  was  fo  far  from  being  their  cafe,  that  in 
fMifut  tin*  «  (be  very  offering  of  thofe  legal  facrifices  at  returning 
nuin  mad*  of  fins  feafons,  there  was  every  year,  on  the  great  day  of  a- 
tvery  year.  topement,  a  folemn  public  confeji&n,  made  by  the  high 

prieft,  of  all  the  fins  of  I/rael ,  and  they  were  to 
their  /suit  for  them,  {Lev.  xvi.  21,  22,  29,  31.)  which 
brought  their  Cns  to  a  painful  remembrance,  and  plain¬ 
ly  ihows.  that  their  former  facrifices  had  not  petfe&ly 
atoned  for  them,  as  indeed  in  the  nature  of  things  they 
could  not. 

*  For  r#  ir  not  4  For  there  is  fuch  an  infinite  dtfproportion  between 

blood*  of**  balls  thofe  little  worthlefs  facrifices,  and  the  demerit  of  (in 
*nd  of  goat,  and  the  high  demands  of  God’s  law  and  juftice  to  make 
n»ald  uke  ««»  Jatisfa&ion  for  ir,  and  to  demonffrate  his  abfolute  de- 
*>n>'  reflation  of  it,  as  committed  again  ft  his  infinite  majefly, 

crown,  and  dignity,  that  it  is  really  impofiible  for  the 
blood  of  fuch  mean  animals,  as  bulls  and  goats,  to  have 
viittie  enough  in  thetnfclves,  orto  be  deemed,  according 
any  rules  of  wifdom  orjultice,  a  fufucicnt  offering 
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to  make  a  true,  proper,  and  rft£lu:il  atonement  for 
fin;  they  could  cftiiy  be  dtffigiVed  of  God  to  prefigure 
that  stlUfofticient  facrifice  of  Chrift,  which  alone  had 
worth  and  efficacy  in  iifdf,  to  an  Twer  this  great  end* 

Wherefore,  5  Since- therefore  there  was  fitch  an  abfulute  defeat 
«ben  he  cameth  in  thofe  legal  1  facrifices  to  anfwer  this  important 
tmo  the  woetd,  purpofe;  When  ottr  bkJTVd  Lord  fpake  with  a  reference 

10  ^  coming  into  this  lower  world,  (Pf+  xl.  6,  7,  3*) 
wottUcft  aw,bnt  aftd  when  he  aftually  Came  into  his  incarnate  (late  for 
a  body  heft  thou  executing  his  pricftly  office,  he  faid  to  God  his  Father, 
prepared  m*:  'I’hou  wouhlit  not  accept  of  Icjfil  facrifices  and  offer¬ 

ings  of  any  kind,  as  a  proper  expiation  for  fin;  they 
being  of  too  little  value  to  farisfy  thy  law  and  juftice 
for  it :  But,  that  an  offering  equal  to  the  offence  might 
be  made  to  thee,  Thou,  in  thy  infinite  wifdom  and  good 
pleafure,  and  in  mercy  to  thy  church,  haft,  by  an  emu- 
ordinary  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  prepared  a  true 
human  body  *,  animated  with  a  human  foul,  and  fo 
formed  a  proper  human  nature  for  me,  that  1  thy  eter¬ 
nal  Son,  might  per  fen  ally  unite  it  to  rnyfeif,  and  there¬ 
by  dignify  it  with  infinite  worth  to  render  it  available 
for  a  complete  atonement* 

e  In  bumt-ar*  6  Thou  eouldft  not  approve  of,  or  acquicfce,  or  take 
fatap  and  fori*  pleafure  in  any  of  the  facrifices  under  the  law;  no,  no: 

baft  had  Dopta^  tmiaem  of  them,  fuch  as  burnt-offerings 

fare:  arid  facrifices  for  fin  :  Thou  neither  didft  intend  or  dc- 

+ 

fire  any  of  thefe,  nor  take  the  leaf!  complacency  anti 
reft  In  them,  as  if  they  Were  drtfwerahffc  to  the  demands 
of  tby  law  and  j alike,  or  worthy  of  thy  wifdom  and 
hotinefs  to  accepr,  or  were  in  thdmfelvts  of  fufficicctt 
viitue  to  take  away  fin. 

7  When 


NO' 

*  The  words  in  the  Hebrew  of  PC  xi.  (L 
frem-whe-rfee  this  pslF-icc  is  quoted,  aro 
**  Mine  ear  haft  thou  bored*”  V anuiu  have 
ban  the  of  the  learuud  to  r?con* 

tile  the  differmet  bttwern  Ihcfc  words  uid 
the  apofik*s  crpreftion,  **  A  b-dy  haft  thru 
“  prepared  which  agree*  with  the 

t  ran  fiat  ton  that  the  Seventy  have  given  of 
them*  J5u£  H'hatf  upon  the  whole,  appears 
to  me  to  be  the  moft  natural  and  *afy  way  of 
accounting  for  this  dtfcrcncc,  i<t  that  out* 
'in' bar  deigned  to  give  ihe  feoi£  of  thU 
cUuiV,  a*  be  tlih-dori  of  fame  following  paf- 
fagei,  rather  than  to  “  retftMhe  wonts  of 
#<  the  Snoriy  1*  being  qucftionnhle  whe¬ 
ther  that  treufhlfan  ha*  riot  been  altered  in 
lame  places  fit>m  the  Hew  Tenement,  *t»l 
it  being  uo likely  that  the  apoftle  iboold  ever 
qc ore  n,  especially  to  the  Hebrews,  and 
where  i:  i*  wrong*  (Sec  Dr  Owen  on  the 


r  E. 

m  ^ 

place  )  Accordingly  fame  think  tii«  there *5 
an  alltilion  to  the  hoiing  of  a  fcnarv’s  i^r 
through  with  an  nwL,  who  was  to  lervt  his 
mailer  for- <fcn  (EkaxJ*  xsi,  5,  tf.)  Bur 
othm,  oHerring  that  the  Hebrew  word  dmr 
tiled  u  djllcrem  from  tint  in  Pf,  *L  $r  u  - 
dcrlfcuid  it  of  God"*  fining  Chrift  with  a  b  ■- 
dy,  of  which  the  ear  is,  by  n  fyneehdo:!^ 
put  for  the  n/lfl/f,  htaxfe  it  it  by  the  tu1 
that  men  heir  and  liflen  to  him,  whom  tky 
are  to  obey  ;  inraUufion  ti>  which  Chrift  hyjT 
u  The  Lord  Gwl  opened  mine  ea~,  and 
H  I  was  rebellious/*  dtc*  (1&*  L  5.) 
And|  by  a  like  fynedidochc,  the  car  nuy  i;c 
pQf  for  th e  whole  of  Chrift1*  human  na-uivH 
foul  and  body,  which  he  came  to  offer  as  * 
facrifite  for  hn,  and  35  ceiled  hU  offesb’^ 
hi  in  felt,  [fire  Ifa,  l-ik  10  Mart  xir«  54- 
Eph*  v,  a,  and  Heb,  is.  14*)  * 
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7  Then  laid  I, 
LOp  I  come,  (in 

thr  Tot«m«  of 
tbe  boot  it  is 
written  of  ific,) 
to  <io  thy  wUi,  O 
God* 


6  A  bore  v  when 
he  flirt  >  Sacrifice 
ind  offering,  and 
burnt  -  offerings , 
and  vftrhtg  for 
fin  thou  woLiUlcft 
iw*  neither  had  rt 
pteafttre  tte mu, 
(which  are  offer¬ 
ed  Uy  the  law,) 
p  Tb«n  iiid 
he,  Lo,  f  come 
to  do  (hy  wifi,  O 
God*  He  taluth 
away  the  fir  ft, 
that  he  iray  ^fta* 
thcfcoond. 


jo^Tth:  which 

will 


7  When  this  was  the  (late  of  rhe  cafe*  then*  attidrtf- 
ing  to  what  is  recorded  concerning  me  at  the  head  of 
the  roll  of -eternity  *,  and  of  feriptu  re- prophecy,  reia- 

ting  to  the  (Sacrifice  that  thou  wouldft  accept,  I  preferred 
myfclf  to  thee*  as  ready  to  do  what  all  thofe  facrificts 
could  not,  faying.  Behold,  I  cheerfully  come  into  a 
Hate  of  incarnation  at  thy  call,  to  fulfil  thy  purposes  of 
grace,  and  my  covenant-engagements  to  thee,  and  all 
the  prophecies  and  promifes  concerning  me;  and  to 
perform  the  good  pleafure  of  thy  will  in  doing  thy  work* 
and  particularly  in  fuffering  unto  death  whatfoever 
thou,  O  God,  my  Father,  required  for  the  honour  of 
thy  law  and  juflice,  and  for  making  a  proper  and  com* 
plete  fatisfaftion  for  (in* 

8  When  in  the  above-cited  place  our  Lord  faid. 
Thou  wouldft  not  accept  of  any  kind  of  facrifice  and 
ofFerirfg  ;  rto,  not  of  any  burnt  offering  and  offering  for 
fin*  as  an  effectual  atonement;  nor  had  (I  thou  the  leaft 
complacency  of  reft  in  that  confederation  of  any  of  them 
which  are  offered,  according  to  thine  appointment  in 
the  Mofaic  law; 

9  Then,  in  reflection  upon  the  utter  infuflicifency  of 
thofe  Sacrifices,  he  find,  Behold,  O  God  of  rigbteouf- 
nefs  and  (aWation,  here  am  I;  T&ke  the  fatisfa£Hon, 
thy  juftiee  demands  from  me ;  I  freely  come  to  put  (tty* 
felt  in  the  finner’a  (lead,  to  bear  bis  curfe,  atu  1  to  ao- 
fwer  the  utmoll  of  thy  requirements,  according  to  what 
thou  thyfclf  has  appointed,  and  doff  approve  of  nntl  tie* 
light  in,  to  open  a  way  for  the  re  mi  IS  cm  of  fin.  Now, 
by  our  Lord's  faying  this,  he  mamfcftly  (hows  that  the 
former  appointment  or  declaration  of  God*s  will,  with 
regard  to  the  fir  ft  covenant  and  alt  its  offerings,  were 
to  be  no  longer  in  force,  that  he  might  confirm  and 
give  effeft  to  this  iaft- mentioned  will,  with  refptft  to 
the  new  covenant,  and  the  facrifice  which  he  himfelf 
came  to  offer  for  giving  it  an  everlafting  eftablUk- 
menr. 

to  By  which  will  of  God,  a s  fulfilled  by  Cbrift, 

(tyn  9.)  we,  who  believe  in  him,  are  not  in  a  typical 

j  and: 


MOTE. 


*  Tbt  v tin  w  ttf  tU  btok  bos  been  greatly 
critrriied  upon  by  tbe  tarsed  i  3rd  m  tbe 
basis  of  die  aacienii  irerc  commonly  rails 
of  parchment,  from  whence  they  were  cat- 
led  velum'  1  j  tbme  hav  thought  that  the  vo¬ 
lume  of  ri,c  roll  is  a  tautology  without  Jenfc : 
But  as  the  word  rendered  a  VGlvmtt 

li^mfie*  aJIh  t!*e  it  might  be,  perhaps, 
Utter  rendered  fit  kcadaf  the  boik  1  and  ib 
may  refer  rttinj  10  the  firft  and  principal  ar* 


tide  in  the  roll  of  eternity,  or  book  of  Uftr 
which  contained  CJiriftTs  engagement  to  the 
Father  i  6 t  ?o  the  firfr  promife  of  the  “  fred 
41  of  ihe  woman  to  bnirfc  the  ferment's  head*” 
which  fbndi  at  the  head  or  beginning  of  the 
firfl  volume  or  book  of  (ertpture,  Gen.  iu. 
if.  or  msy  refer  to  the <(  former  part  of  the 
“  Old  TcHamtui,"  which  fpGtls  of  farrifi- 
cc#  in  their  tvptcal  icftrvnee  to  tfct  (aaJfica 

of  Ctria* 


3  <se 


The  Epl/Hi  to  the  Hsbeews  p  trip  hr  a  fed. 


Ch.  x. 


will  we  are  (kno 
tifed,  through  the 
offering  of  the 
body  of  JeG ifi 

Chridooee/tr  ^ 


ti  And 
pried  Aaad 
daily  oiinHtriflg, 


CTciy 

lorietn 


ami  ceremonial  way*'  as  ^rj^/  wtre  by  tbe  ftcnfices- 

under  the  3aw,  but  really,  and  effeflually  purged  from 
the  guilt  and  defilement  of  our  finej  and  are  dedicated 
to  God,  and  purified  as  a  peculiar  people  for  his  frr- 
vlce,  through  tbe.  merit  and  virtue  of  the  facrificial 
offering  of  Chrift's  human  nature,  (fee  the  note  oil  ver, 
5.)  of  which  the  body  is  the  viliblc  part,  anfwermg  to 
the  bodies-  of  the  beads  that  were  (lain  t  Which  0 Hir¬ 
ing  he  made,,  not  with  any  repetition  of  it,  like  thofc 
tinder  the  law,  but  only  once,  and  that  for  ever ;  it 
being  in  itfelf  absolutely  perfect,  and  available  for  ma¬ 
king  a  complete  atonement  at  once.  (Sec  tbe  nore  on 
chop,  is.  a8.)  Ami  herein  lyes  an  eminent  and  re¬ 
markable  difference  between  all  the  former  priefts  and 
their  (acrifices,  aad  Jefus,  our  great  High  Prieft  and 
his  facrifice. 

1 1  Every  legal  prieff ,  in  token  of  humble  reverence, 
as  well  as  of  readinefc  to  engage  in  the  Service  of  God  *, 

wd  of*™*  of-  fi&nds  before  him,  frequently*  officiating  in  his  mini- 

ffratlons»  and  offering  the  fame  fort  of  animal  facnfices 

*  according  to  his  ftation  ;  none  of  which  repeated  (a- 

orifices,  whether  daily  or  annua!,  can  ever  make  a 
proper  expiation  to  the  farisfaSion  of  divine  juftice  for 
any,  muen  lets  for  all  manner  of  Gns. 

1 2  But  fo  incomparably  fu  peri  or  is  the  dignity  of 
Chrift’s  perfon  and  facrifice,  above  them  and  theirs, 
that  this  f  gofpel  High  Prieft,  after  he  had  once  offered 
•himldf,  as  the  one  only  atoning  facrifice  for  all  the  fins 
of  his  people,  immediately,  upon  his  finiQiing  that  part 
of  his  office,  rofe  from  the  dead  to  immortal  honour, 
that  he  might  live,  andexercife  hts  office,  in  an  end- 
lefs  ftate  of  the  bigheft  dignity,  reft,  and  authority, 
which  may  be  figuratively  represented  by  his  eternally 
fitting  down  with  nwjefty,  glory,  and  acceptation,  at 
God  the  Father’s  right  band ;  (fee  the  note  on  Acts 
▼iu  55.) 

13  From 


no 

■ 

ftwfly  Cm  1 


r  U ie 


iiBattliftnuB, 
ifert  be  hri  of¬ 
fend  one  Sacrifice 

forfeit  forever 
fit  down  on  tbe 
right  band  of 
God; 


N  O  I 

*  Every  pritfl  fifths  fafy  mW/Iriw*  feems 

in  this  pL^c  to  denote  the  pollute  of  ftiunblc 
lervkttnd  reverence  with  which  the  prieft* 
petforned  tbnr  miniflniJar^  »  ift  oppofitiffil 
to  which  Chrift  3s  rqircfenttd,  in  the  prefent 
execution)  of  hUjjfficc*  n  fttiiog  do#o  mth 
grandeur  and  authority  “  on  the  right  fund 
m  of  God,**  («r,  iii..)  And  u  the  word 
<feHy  (ftrtfl*  isuftdwith  mtctnctTu 

the  high  prides  offering  up  facrifice*  once 
t-Tnr}  (chap.  t>3.  %%  &e  the  note  lh<r«*) 
n  nif  toy  wrij  uitderfland  il  here  ts  rt- 

Uilog  to  hit  offering  ou  that-day,  though 


E  S;  ■ 

hex  to  the  cicliidon  of  the  tniBiftraitons  of 

the  ordinary  priefts  e?cry  day;  end  fi> 
lejjil  iiicriliocij  lvbftherdJly  or  anneal,  arc 
re  pi*  fenced  a*  utterly  mfuffirient  to  take  a* 
way  fin  1 

f  Ai  tjtci t  is  rot  in  the  original*  s^d 
frkfi  is  the  usareft  amctcdexjtt  l 

(Wild  thLik  the  prat.cmn  four;*)  nri^ht 

better  be  rendered  lias  pr**]it  07  JAri 

fnej?,  afroritiiij(  as  we  under fh*rtd  the  w:>»d 

prieji  in  the  ingoing  verfe  to  fifoiry,  t-itLu- 

'I  hail  ith  buz  it. 


Cb.  Xv 
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i  $  From  hence- 
forth  expecting 

tttt  his  eocmies 
br  mode  his  fort* 
llvoL 


14  For  by  ore 
oflerini*  he  ha?h 
perfected  Forever 
them  that  ate 
iifi&jficdt 


1  y  IPhtmf  the 
Holy  Ghuft  alfo 
U  a  witoeti  to  us; 
for  after  that  he 
bad  laid  before, 

%4  This  11  the 
otvenant  that  1 
will  make  with 

them  after  thofi: 
4iys,  faith  the 
I,ort  ;  t  will  put 
piytaws  into  their 

Hrans,,  and  m 
i^TnindsvHl  i 
write  them ; 


ij  Afld  their 

(ns 


13  From  that  time  forward  exercifing  all  power  in 
heaven  and  earth,  till,  according  to  the  promife  of  hia 
Father,  {Pf*  ex*  i.)  and  his  own  juft  expectation  on 
that  foot,  and  on  account  of  his  meritorious  perfor¬ 
mances,  lin,  Satan,  the  world  and  death ;  yea,  all  the 
adverfaries  to  his  perfon  and  authority,  people  and 
caufe,  (hall  be  actually  and  unlverfaliy  fubdtird,  like 
fuch  vanquished,  defp;  cable  enemies,"  as  are  trampled 
under  the  feet  of  the  conqueror,  in  token  of  their  ut¬ 
ter  definition,  and  nt  his  ablbluts  dominion  and 
triumph  over  them,  (tcc  the  paraphrafe  on  Rom*  xvi* 

14  For  by  that  one  offering,  which  he  made  of  him- 
feif  on  the  crofs,  he  has  obtained  pcrfjtl  deliverance 
from  guilt  and  condemnation,  and  a  perfeit  fitnefs  for 
the  vrorftiip  and  enjoyment  of  God,  in  the  neafeft  re¬ 
lation  and  accefs  to  him,  and  in  the  mod  perfect  ftate 
of -the  church,  for  all  thofe  who  in  a  facrificial  fenfe 
are  dedicated  to  God,  and  purged  from  their  fins,  thro" 
faith  in  him;  and  that  not  !or  a  time  only,  but  for 
perpetuity,  without  any  change  of  their  privileges  and 
church-ftate  on  earth,  or  of  their  ecu  Cumulate  h appe¬ 
nds  to  all  eternity  in  heaven, 

15,  16  And  the  Holy  Gboft  himfelf,  as  a  divine 
perfem,  has  given  us,  in  the  infpired  writings  of  the 
Old  Tdhment,  a  fweet  intimation  of  this  important 
truth  f,  in  the  reprefen  tat  ion  be  hath  therein  made  of 
the  new  covenant,  which  Chrift  has  now  eftabltflied, 
and  all  the  bleflutgs  of  which  he  has  now  aftually  pur- 
chafed  by  his  death.  For  after  he  formerly  had  faid 
in  a  prediction  of  ggfpel- times,  {Jit,  xxxi.  33,  34.) 
This  is  the  tenor  of  the  covenant  of  mere  grace,  that 
I  will  make  with  my  people,  when  the  day3  of  the  pre- 
fent  difpeofition  fhall  expire,  fays  the  great  Jehovah, 
In  (lead  of  writing  my  law  of  the  ten  commandments 
on  tables  of  (tone,  as  1  did  at  mount  Sinai ;  I,  by  a 
fpecial  inward  operation  of  my  Spirit,  (fee  rlie  note  and 
paraphrafe  on  chap*  viih  10.)  will  effectually  inferibethe 
do £t tines  of  divine  revelation  in  the  fleihly  tables  of 
their  hearts  and  minds  :  (2  Ccr .  iii,  3.). 

17  And  then,  to  affure  them  that  nothing  (hall  de¬ 
fat 


N  q 

+  In  this  and  the  three  folio-wing  writ* 
the  a  poll  It  winds  up  his  argument  concern- 
inf  the  excellency  and  perfection  cf  the 
pricftfiood  and  ibcrifice  of  Chrilt;  and  as  he 
hid  bid  the  foundath*)  of  his  bfl  let  of  ar* 
^noepts  for  it,  chap,  viiL  10,^131  in  * 
quotation  of  the  account  that  is  given  or  the 
I!jw  roftnjRt,  Jer„  xjtxr.  33,  fo  he  here 

Vol.  V.  i 


T  E. 

ifliici  the  whole  in  a  reference  to  the  de¬ 
scription  there  given  of  the  cnveo^uit,  as 
do*  coiupie-ciy  ami  all  the  bL'l* 

finss  of  i:  rwrehafed,  and  fl'cnret  to  the 
church*  tw  the  enu-  only  offering  of  Chriit, 
tthic  -c/idtrs  <0t  oth^  expiatory  facrilif't*, 
and  any  repetition,  of  his  o*n,  tntireiy 
resile  &, 

A  a 


J-/ ^ 


lin*  and  ifnipiiites 

will  l  rtmeiD^er 
mo^c- 


iS  Now,  where 
of  thde 
ii  t  //Wf  ii  no 
inorw  oficrir.  ~  for 

fin. 


Ip  HiUOf  there¬ 
fore,  brethren, 
boldncfs  to  truer 

miio  the  holi-ft  by 
the  blood  or  Jc* 
fus, 


iq  By  a  new 

ind  living  wuy 

which  he  h»ih 

am- 
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feat  the  performance  of  this  new  covenant  to  them* 
he  adds,  in  a  way  of  abfolute  promife,  with  all  the 
grace  and  authority  of  tbc  God,  who  only  can  forgive 
fins*  I  willfo  pcrfeflly  pardon  all  their  fwervings  from, 
a  ml  tranfgreffions  of  my  law,  as  never  to  bieak  my  co¬ 
venant,  on  account  thereof,  or  call  them  to  remem¬ 
brance  any  mare*  as  though  they  were  not  perfectly 
expiated,  as  I  did  the  fins  of  Ifratl  in  tbe  annual  repe¬ 
tition  of  their  infufficieot  facrifices,  {vtr+  3,}  \  nor  wiii 
I  ever  upbraid  them  with  them,  or  produce  them  in 
judgment  againft  them.  (See  the  paraphrafe  on  chap* 
viii.  ii*} 

18  Mow  it  is  on  den  able  that,  when  there  is  fuch  a 
complete  and  everlafting  forgiveoefs  of  aUrrefpaifcs,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  gracious  tenor  of  this  covenant,  as  re¬ 
corded  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  himfeif,  there  can  be  no  ufe 
or  need  of  any  farther  atoning  facrifice  for  fin,  nor  of 
Cb riffs  repeating  the  facrifice  of  himfeif  j  becaufc  tbat% 
which  he  has  already  offered,  hath  been  effeflua!  to 
procure  this  important  blefling  of  the  covenant,  of  which 
he  is  the  mediator,  {chap*  he.  15,}  which  he  has  now 
fully  confirmed,  and  aU  the  blellings  of  which  he  has 
purchafed,  cncc  for  all,  by  his  precious  blood. 

19  Since  therefore,  my  dear  brethren  in  the  Lord  % , 
we,. who  cordially  believe  in  Cbrift,  have  fuch  folk! 
grounds  of  free  liberty,  and  fo  rich  encouragement 
as  may  be  gathered  from  the  preceding  difeourfe,  for 
holy  freedom  and  confidence  in  our  approaches  to  God, 
as  our  reconciled  God  and  Father,  and  fo  of  entering 
by  faith  into  the  holteft  of  all,  even  heaven  i  tie  If ;  and 
are  admitted  to  it,  through  the  merit,  and  application 
tn  our  confciences,  of  the  moll  ineftimablc  precious 
blood  of  Jefus,  our  great  High  Pricft  and  Sacrifice,  who 
himfeif  is  gone  thither  in  virtue  of  his  own  blood,  to 
prei'ent  and  plead  it  there  for  us,  that  we  might  not  be 
kept  at  a  diltance,  as  the  people  of  I/rael  were  from 
the  holy  of  holies  under  the  law  \  but  might  follow 
after  him  in  the  daily  actings  of  our  faith,  till  we  fhal? 
have  a  p?rfonal  entrance  into  the  immediate  prefence 
of  his  glory  ^ 

20  Since,  I  fay,  we  hate  this  liberty  of  accefs  to 
God,  through  the  blood  of  Chrili,  in  gofpel*wOffliip> 
by  the  way  of  the  new  covenant  j  a  way,  which  is  now 

opened 

T  E, 

a  praRkxl  jui proveme  n t  of  the  whole,  whkS 
ho  here  introduce  lay  w*y  of  LnferciiCi  from 
the  forego ir.g  difcourfr*  from  winch  he 
draws  his  v^nuicm  t'er  it. 


N  O 

9  The  apoflle  having  fimfh&I  the  thf&ri/ixl 
p*rt  of  hii  Cpi/lle,  t  el<* ;  mg '  to  the  .fiiperior 
ercdlciicc  of  die  ptrA'ti,  pviefthood,  and 
fafiifw  of  Chrifl,  proceeds  in. rim  udthe 
hilling  rejfcs  to  the  cad  of  the  cpiftje*  to 
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turtlVc  rated  for 
C3,  through  the 
rjil,  that  Is  to 
fcy*  Ills  deft ; 


%t  knftbrmnv 
an  high  pridt 
etc  the  houA  of 
GocL; 


opened  and  declared  with  the  greateft  evidence  to  us, 
and  hoi fuch  perpetual  ufc  and  advantage,  as  to  be  al* 
ways  nevt,  fo  as  never  to  wax  old  or  decay  ;  and  may 
well  be  called  a  living  way,  as  the  once  dead,  but  now 
living  Redeemer  has  opened  it  for  us,  and  as  it  is  the 
way  in  which  we  find  quickmng  virtue  unto  fpirituai 
life  here*  and  are  led  on  to  eternal  life  hereafter ;  and 
which  he,  who  is  the  t uay%  the  truths  and  the  life , 
(John  xiv.  6  )  has  prepared,  dedicated  and  citablillied, 

as  faired  to  our  ufe,  that  we  might  not  be  ex* 
eluded  from  the  true  holy  of  holies  ;  but  might  follow 
our  High  Pricft  into  heaven  itfclf,  by  means  of  his  cru¬ 
cified  body,  which  procured  this  open  way  for  us,  when 
the  vail  if  the  tcmple**was  rent  in  twain  frym  the  tep  to 
the  bottom ,  and  clofed  no  more;  which  iigni^ed,  among 
other  things, that  every  obftru£litm  to  our  entrance  into 
heaven  itfeif  is  now  removed,  by  the  death  and  facrifice 
of  Chrift  ;  (fee  the  paraphrafe  on  Mat*  xxvii.  51,) 

7i  And  Gnce  we  now  have  a  great  and  glorious 
High  Prieft,  every  way  furpaffmg  all  that  went  before 
him  iti  his  perfon,  office,  and  ex  it  tat  ion  ;  aprieft  of  in-* 
finite  dignity  and  authority,  who  U  the  head  of  the 
church-militant  on  earth,  and  triumphant  in  heaven  ; 
and  who,  as- its  Lord  and  proprietor,  prefides  over  it 
and  all  its  concerns,  as  his  own  tioufe,  [chap*  iii.  6*) 
in  which  God  dwells  after  ; a.  mwe  excellent  manner 


it  Letusdrav 
near  wrth  a  true 
heart,  in  toll  a£- 
Prince  of  faith, 
taring  our  hearts 
fprinucdf roman 
tvtl  '  confcreocc, 
tnd  Gsir  bodies 
wafbed  with  pure 

water* 


than  he  ever  did  in  the  Jtwijb  tabernacle; 

a 2  Let  us,  upon  thefe  encouraging  considerations, 
be  emboldened  to  make  our  humble  approaches  to  Cod, 
as  our  reconciled  God  and  Father,  through  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  as  fcated  on  a  throne  of  grace,  that,  by  the  aflift- 
ance  of  his  Spirit,  we  may  draw  near  to  him  in  prayer, 
and  in  all  other  a&s  of  religious  worfhip,  in  the  exer* 
cife  of  every  grace;  in  fweet  and  holy  communion  with 
him,  and  conformity  to  him  j'with'integrity  and  upright* 
n«fs,  and  a  heart  eftablilhed  in  the  truth  of  the  gofpel ; 
and  with  the  livelieft  exercife  of  faith,  even  to  a  full  alTu- 


ranee  of  the  perfection  of  C  brill's  priedhood  and  facrifice, 
and  of  our  own  acceptance  in  coming  to  God  thro*  him, 
as  perfons  whafe  fouls,  in  all  their  powers  and  faculties, 
are  cleanfed  from  the  Rapidity  and  treachery  of  an  un¬ 
faithful,  and  from  the  difquictude  and  defilement  of  a 
guilty,  terrifying,  and  condemning  ccnfcieace,  by  an 
application  of  the  blood  of  Jel'ns,  in  oppofition  to  the 
fprtnklings  of  the  blood  of  the  legal  facrifices  *;  and  as 

perfons 


NOTE. 


*  As  11  having  oh r  hearts  fpri aided  from  ceremonial  rites  in  varionj  fprinklings  of  the 
'  in  evil  confciencc,’*  evidently  alludes  to  blood  of  the  facrifice.  under  the  law;  foha- 

A  a  a 
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t  y  Ld  us  hold 

fait  the  prufefllon 

of  aw  fail  Ii  witK- 

out  wavering  : 
(for  he  is  *i*I 
that  promiftd :) 


14  And  Ut  us 
nnGJcr  one  sna- 
ther*  to  provoke 

onto  love,  and  to 
good  works: 


if  Not  forfa* 

king 


perfons  who  are  truly  fau£Ufied  to  God  and  his  fcrvice 
fay  the  renewing  and  purifying  wort  of  the  Holy  Spirits 
(in  oppvfmon  to  the  ceremonial  cleaning  of  tbe  bodics 
of  thofe  who  drew  nigh  to  God  under  the  law,  by 
their  bring  wafhed  with  clean  water)  that  the  outward 
converfatlon,  as  well  as  the  inwajd  principles  and  dif- 
po  fit  ions  of  the  heart,  may  be  pure- 

23  Cotrefpondent  hereunto.  Let  us  maintain  our  fo* 
lema  profeflion,  and  open  confeflion  of  Cbrifl:,  and  of 
our  faith  and  hope  in  him,  and  in  the  promifes  of  the 
new  covenant,  which  be  has  ratified,  and  the  bteflings 
of  which  he  has  pur  chafed  fay  his  blood;  Let  us  perlift 
lied f aft ly  and  invariably  in  our  adherence  to  him,  and 
in  the  belief  and  practice  of  every  gofpel-doftrine  and 
duty,  without  any  diftrufi  or  hefitaacy,  or  perturbation 
of  mind,  through  fear  of  tribulations  for  his  fake,  or 
of  a  difappnintment  of  our  hope  in  him  ;  For  he,  who 
hath  promifed  to  put  his  laws  into  his  people's  hearts, 
and  to  write  them  them  in  their  minds,  (ver.  16.)  is  ud- 
changeable  in  h*s  truth  and  faithfulness,  and  may  be 
fully  depended  upon,  for  all  feafo liable  fupplies  of  pro* 
mifed  grace  to  enable  us  to  hold  on,  and  hold  out  ro 
the  end;  and  for  a  performance  of  all  his  promtfes 
unto  complete  falvation. 

24  And  to  fublenre  our  ftedfaftnefs  and  perfrverance 
in  the  faith,  and  in  our  holy  profeffion  of  it.  Let  it  be 
our  joint  concern  ferioully  to  confider  our  refpe£live 
wants  and  infirmities,  temptations  and  dangers,  on 
one  hand  ;  and  the  grounds  of  hope  and  encourage¬ 
ment  that  are  in  Chrift  and  in  the  promifes  on  the 
other,  that  we  may  ufe  all  proper  means,  by  example, 
exhortations,  and  cautions,  to  flit  up  one.  another,  with 
fervency  and  fairbfulnefs,  to  the  love  of  God,  and 
Chrift,  and  the  truths  of  the  gofpel ;  and  to  an  affec¬ 
tionate  union  and  communion  one  with  another;  and 
fo  may  love  as  brethren,  and  excite  each  other  to  every 
evangelical  and  moral  duty,,  and  ro  every  thing  that  U 
truly  excellent  and  worthy  our  Chrifmn  character. 

55  And  as  ever  we  would  be  (led fait  in  the  profcfiion 
of  our  faub,  and  in  love  and  good  works,  Let  us  take 

fpeeiat 


NOTE. 


Tiny  w  oar  bodies  wafhed  with  pare  water/* 
as  it, here  Itands  jp  connection  with  thole 
fpriftktings,  fecini  10  allude  to  divers  walk¬ 
ings*  i*t.  ic.  among  which  were  the 
pneft’s  jwaflitng  his  flefh  in  water,  and  ha¬ 
ving  the  water  of  purification  iprinUcd  upon 
hue,  before  he  wentjnto  the  prefcore  of  the 
■Lord*  Lev.  Kvi,  4.  and  Numb,  vm.  t*— 
Uut  if  vc  fuppofe,  wiih  iomr  expeditors, 

that  here  is  a  reference  to  the  New  Tefta- 


ment *ordtfumcc  of  the  mode  of  atb 

n:itiilhtinj  it  maybe  by  the  fprjn  fe¬ 

ting  of  the  auifciencfti  well  a*  by  ualhii: 
the  body;  and  the  rlcanfing  virtue  of  th 
blood  aud  ljcrifee  of  Chrift,  or  of  the  Spi  - 
rit  3u  his  applying  t!ie  Mood  of  Chrift  10  ih; 
foul,  which  is  by  baptrfnrr,  U  ex- 

pcefled  by  God's  **■  fpriirclmg  clean  water 
44  upon  us,  that  vc  tnay  be  cirap/’  Ee»R. 


n  t*s 


Cb.  i. 

king'  the  ftiTcm- 
blinggf  ourfelr« 
together,  as  the 
manner  of  (bine 
is-  but exhorting 
evr  aatihtr  \  aod 
fi>  much  the  in  ore, 
a*  ye  fee  the  Jjy 
a^roiebmg* 


%6  For  if  wc  Cn 
wdfulljvfierthat 
i(  have  received 
the  knowledge  of 
the  truth,  there 
fCTnaineth  no 
more  facrifict  for 
tins* 
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(pedal  heed  that  we  do  not  grow  coo!  or  indifferent) 
remits  or  carelefs,  on  any  pretence  whatfover,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  our  dated  and  occafionai  meetings  together,  as 
we  have  opportunity,  for  the  celebration  of  all  divine 
ordinances;  and,  at  length,  dtfert  church-affemblies, 
and  caft  off  pubtick  worthip,  and  the  communion  of 
faints,  and  the  folemn  profeflion  cf Ch rift's  name;  ami 
fo  put  ourfelves  out  of  the  way  of  his  promife  and  blcf* 
fing  for  our  prefervation  and  growth  in  grace,  comfort, 
and  holinefs,  as  is  too  much  the  cuftom  of  fame  that 
have  given  up  their  names  to  Chrift,  but  are  vlfibly 
backfliding  from  him;  and  as  is  the  lamentable  cafe  of 
others  that  have  notorioully  and  fhanrufully  apofta- 
rized  from  all  their  former  profeffion  of  him;  But  in- 
ftead  of  being  influenced  by  their  finful  and  pernicious 
example,  or  treading  in  their  dangerous  (teps,  Let  us 
admonUh,  excite,  and  encourage  e^ch  other,  to  frequent 
our  religious  affemblies  on  all  GccaGons,  and  to  go  on 
with  cheerful nefs  and  conftancy  tu  the  good  ways  cf 
the  Lord.  And  ye  ought  to  he  the  mure  diligent  and  ear¬ 
ned  herein,  that  ye  may  he  the  better  prepared  againft 
the  awful  time  that  is  coming  on,  in  proportion  to  the 
plain  figns,  which  ye  may  now  eiifily  chfenve,  that 
the  niter  dcftru&itm  of  Jerusalem  and  the  Jevri/h 
nation,  for  their  obftinare  infiddhy,  hafteus  apace,  and 
is  very  near  at  hand;  and  again  ft  the  day  of  death  and 
judgment,  which  ye  cannot  but  know  will  (bon  over¬ 
take  you,  whether  ye  fall  in  the  approaching  calamity 
or  not,  and  which  will  be  ail  mexprdlibjy  dreadful  day 
a  port  at  es« 

.  2 6  For  if  any  of  us,  who  make  a  profeflion  of  Chrift’s 
name,  be  fo  much  under  the  power  of  unbelief,  preju¬ 
dice,  pride,  and  a  worldly  temper,  as,  not  merely  thro* 
inadvertency,  or  fome  fudden  hurry  of  fprr;:,  tempta¬ 
tion,  and  fear  of  danger  *  ;  but  deliberately,  refoiutely, 
and  willingly,  with  full  confcnt,  to  reject  the  doflrines 
of  the  gofpel  and  the  good  ways  of  the  Lord,  and  to 
turn  back  to  judaifm,  or  to  all  irreligion;  and  go  on  in 
a  courfe  of  (in  again  ft  God,  after  we  have  been  enligh¬ 
tened  in,  and  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  with 
rcfpe£l  to  the  way  of  falvation  alone  by  Jefus  Chrift  ; 

the 


NOTE. 


*  The  On  here  intended,  a;  appears  from 
a  if  the  preceding  atui  following  coutCKt,  u 
wilful,  refolute*  contc  mpiuous,  anil  utter 
apolhc)1  from  the  prnfcfljm  nf  Chrift  ami 

hit  gflfpel :  A nrt  therefore  though  we  ought 
t^>  hi  upon  the  flriftdl  guard  ftgainlt 

every  known  fm,  and  to  be  det-ply  humbled 


before  God  whenever  wc  ft  II  into  it ;  yet  this 
teat  is  not  <o  lie  underlloud  of  every  fin  that 
ha*  brut  com  milted  irivltrthrpiacroi  temp- 
tat  Inn,  fight  nri:i  conviction,  as  tome 

tender  fpiritcdC'brifl:*ns  are  often  apt  to  ap¬ 
ply  it  to  their  own  "rear  dilboura^euient  aud 
terror,  abroil  to  utter  defp^tr* 
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it  Dm  n  fcr- 
tun  look* 

inj;  for  of  jadg- 
and  fiery  in- 
(I'^T'atton,  which 
Ihjil  devour  the 

idVH'&rit  s. 


i8  He  that  dc- 
ftifdi  Moles  bw 
died  mrithuiil  mer¬ 
cy,  undergo  or 

tlifce  wiuicflV* ; 


19  Of  how  ranch 
forcr 

fuppoLc  y?,  iball 
he  be  cfiougtu 
worthy, who  huh 
trodden  n  nderf  oot 
the  Son  of  God, 
end  hath  counted 
the  Mood  of  the 
coteDint,  where¬ 
with  he  war  fanc- 
tifird,  an  unholy 
thing,  and  hath 
dpnc  defpHe  un¬ 
to 


The  EpijUe  to  Hebrews p araphrafed,  Cb.  i. 

A 

the  cafe  of  foch  apoftates  b  cf  all  others  the  mpft  dread* 
fui :  For  as  all  legjl  Sacrifices  are  of  no  farther  ufe  in 
the  worlhip  of  Go d,  nor  ever  were  available  to  purge 
from  the  moral  guilt  of  fin  j  and  as  there  never  was  any 
facrifice  appointed  under  the  law  for  prefumptuous  fin* 
ners;  fo  there  remains  no  other,  than  the  one  only  fa- 
crifice  of  Chrift,  for  the  remiflton  of  fms  j  and  they 
that  rcje£t  this  lad  and  only  remedy,  by  perfidious  un¬ 
belief,  cart  have  no  intereft  in  it  j  nor  can  there  be  any 
hope  of  pardon  and  acceptance  with  God  on  any  other 

Tground  wharfoever* 

27  But  all  that  remains  to  them,  as  their  deplorable 
portion,  is  nothing  Ids,  than  a  fort  of  terrible  forebo¬ 
ding  in  their  conlciences  of  the  righteous  judgment  of 
God,  which- will  certainly  overtake  them,  an  awful  em¬ 
blem  of  which  will  foon  be  given  in  the  definition  of 
Jeriifakm  \  and  they  muft  look  for  the  incenfed  wrath 
of  God  to  fall  upon  them,  which  will  burn  iu  the  mod 
tremendous  manner,  like  the  hotteft  (ire,  to  confume 
all  fuch  enemies  as  fet  them  ft  Ives  againit  the  blefled 
and  only  Saviour*  (See  2  Tbcjf*  L  7,  8,  9.) 

28  And  this,  the  wretched  apollates  I  am  fpealring 
of,  may  be  allured  will  be  their  horrible  end,  with  the 
higheft  aggravations  of  guilt  and  inifery,  if  they-  only 
confider  how  feverely  God  dealt  with  refrafrory  tranf- 
greffbrsof,  and  rcvolters  from  the  Mc/aic  law,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  tenor  of  which,  whofoever  contemned  and 
prefumptuoufly  tnmfgrefled  the  law  given  by  Afqfes% 
with  regard  to  capital  cafes,  for  which  no  facrificc 
was  appointed,  he  was,  by  the  order  of  God  himfelf, 
(jVmui*  xv*  30,  31*  and  D*ut.  xvii.  6*  and  xix*  1  if — 13-) 
to  be  put  to  death,  without  the  leaft  pity  to  fpare  him, 
or  to  mitigate  his  punilhment,  whenever  be  was  con¬ 
victed  by  the  teftimony  of  two  or  three  credible  witnef* 
es,  that  could  prove  the  fat  upon  him*  So  jealous 
was  God  for  the  authority  and  honour  of  that  difpen* 
fatiun, 

29  How  much  greater,  and  inexpre fii hi y  more  dread* 
Ful  then,  muft  ye  certainly  conclude,  in  ypur  own  con* 
fciences,  from  the  very  nature  and  reafcn  of  things  will 
that  pumdiment  be,  even  unto  eternal  death,  which  is 
juftlydueto,  andfhall  be  inflicted  upon  an  apofbte 
from  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  a  refolute  (inner  againft 
all  the  light  and  grace  of  the  gofpd,  and  again  ft  his 
own  conviction  of  its  truth,  who  has  offered  the  high- 
eft  indignity  to  the  eternal  Son  of  God  himfelf,  in 
trampling  upon  hie  divine  perfon  and  authority,  medi¬ 
ation  and  gofpel;  with  the  vileft  mfolence  and  contempt. 
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u>  the  Spirit  ,  of 

grace  J 


30  Tor  we  know 
kirn  that  fai^t, 
Vengeance  Jkitofly- 
tih  mrgrne*IwjU 

worn- 


as  though  he  were  an  impufW ;  atvl  who,  iuftead  of 
trailing  for  pardon  a;id  juihficmion  in  th-.it  precious 
blood,  by  which  the  covenant  of  grace  in  ita  pureft  ad* 
minittration  was  ratified,  and  all  its  blcffings  procured  % 
and  by  which  the  incarnate  Son  of  God  hitnfclf  was 
confecrated  to  his  pristUy  office,  for  the  complete  exe¬ 
cution  of  it,  has  proph^ndy  flighted,  and  injurioufly 
treated  that  very  blood  which  he  Ihcd  for  the  tnrtiffion 
of  Tint  as  though  it  were  not  fo  holy  as  the  blood  of 
bulls  and  goats;  nor  more  facred,  or  of  any  more  va* 
luc  or  efficacy, 'than  the  blood  of  a  common  man,  or 
even  than  the  blood  of  a  malefactor,  according  to  the 
account  that  the  Jews  made  of  him  when  they  crucifi¬ 
ed  him  ;  and  who,  over  and  above  all  thi>,  has  fpite* 
fully,  maticioitfly,  and  contemptucufly  oppofcd,  affront* 
cd  and  vilified  the  perron,  operations,  and  grace*  of  the 
good  Spirit,  that  is  freely  given  of  God  f;r  gracious 
purpofes,  and  is  the  giver  and  applier  of  all  grace,  as 
though  his  wonderful  attentions  to  ChriiVs  duradcr, 
as  the  true  Mdliah,  by  innumerable  gifts  and  miracu¬ 
lous  operations  ft- were  dclulions,  or  the  effefls  of  dia¬ 
bolical  |>ower.  Such  a  malignant  wretch  blufphemes 
the  Holy  Ghoft  himfdf,  and  iftbry  who  only  negUci 
the  gofpel*falvation,  fliail  not  efcape  the  wrath  of  GoJ, 
{chap*  ii*  3,)  how  much  lefj  can  fucEi  an  apolhtte  ef- 
cape  the  mod  dreadful  and  eternal  punifbment  l  [M-jt* 

xii.  31*) 

30  For  we  know  who  it  is  that  fnoke  aft^r  the  fol¬ 
lowing  awful  manner,  [Dent,  xxxii.  35*)  It  is  my  in* 
con teH able  right,  and  abfohtte  prerogative,  to  execute 

righteous  wrath  upon  tranfgfcfibrs  cf  every  kind,  ac- 

■  ■ 


NOTES- 


cording 


*  **  The  blood  of  the  remnant,  vhtrt* 
£<  with  he  wi&  faiiflifiod,”1  frems  to  rdate to 
Chtift,  who  was  conifer  rated  to  his  pridlly 
office  by  hi*a*‘n  Mood,  rather  than  to  Inin 

**  whoccwwl  tht  bUod  of  the  covenant 
4i  an  onbuly  thing  ■/'  For  the  Sod  of  God  is 
the  immediate  antecedent,  and  the  apnfllc’j 
dtfiijn  n;a*  10  aggravate  ihc  fin  of  apufUtcs, 
from  a  ron liberation  of  11  the  worth  and 
•*  dignity  of  the  objlft^  they  flighted  and 
abided ;  inti  a*  the  Father  it  faid  to  have 
fiinJftifed  Chrift,  or  let  him  apart  to  his  mc- 
dialcrialfljfift,  and  Chvift  fpafct  of  his  hav¬ 
ing  or  deiiica'td  and  let  apart  hhn- 

fdf  to  il  by  hit  death,  John  x*  and  xvl 
ip.}  fo  he  was  fanttiiied  to  his  prieflly  of¬ 
fice  jn  heaven,  by  the  blood  of  the  new  co¬ 
venant,  ant^erablc  to'ifcc  fanflificnion  or 
dcilxafiwi  of  Awqq  and  hit  ions  to  the  high 
prknhood  for  the  fcrvi«  of  the  (anftuary, 
by  th;  bbod  of  tlu  Mo£uc  cover  an:.  Lev, 


vili*  jb. ;  and  the  (the me  of  this  cpiftlc  for 
com  paling  Chrift  and  Hie  hiph  «ridi  undu 
the  law,  autiivalEy  kads  ns  m  this  lenlc*— 
But  if  any  would  refer  it  to  the  pcrlon,  ihat 
was  guUiy  of  the  tin  her;  fpohenof,  hie  bo 
inff  ft  notified  may  be  tonfjdsred,  as  relating 
not  to  a  red,  internal  funftifiiiiiion,  hut  in 
an  external  viiihle  deflicadun  to  (v  *J  in  hit 
baplifm  and  erctnnct  into  church -cjm mo¬ 
tion,  by  *  Hich  he  medr  n  lb  tern  n  pm  ft  ft 
firm  of  being  purged  from  hii  ttvl 
Janf Kfied  or  Pl  apart  to  the  Lord* 
f  The  perfhn  here  (kftrii»td  to  have 
come  very  neat  to,  if  noi  to  have  hex*  guSli y 
of  the  unpardonable  fin  aj*ainft  rhe  H/dv 
Ghoft  himfeiK  whkh  <>cr  Lord  huriks  of. 
Mat.  xiL  3r,  (^ce  the  iwtc  therv:.) 
Only  ibere  may  l>c  this  ditfcrcncc,  that  die 
apoftuiv  hail  **  received  the  knou  of  ;hc 
**  troth,4*  (w.  i(J,)  which  tl:ey,  wh^n-jr 
Lord  fpykt  ef  never  did. 
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r;t  fihh 

thr  L'}j'i*.  AuA 
*? i :  t  Lord 
jitcgc  Lis 
poopUy 


It  W  if  a 
fill  thing  to  fall 
into  the  Lands  of 
|hc  living  God, 


31  But  c«tl  to 
icmon  hianct  the 
former  Hays,  in 
which,  after  ye 
■were  illuminated, 
ye  endured  a  j;  rt at 
figlitofaffliftioiu: 


cprding  to  their  deferr;  that  U  an  efftruial  part  of  my 
fuprerrucy  and  dominion  over  all,  as  the  Judge  of  the 
whole  world :  And,  as  the  Vindication  of  my  Concur 
requires  it,  I  will  certainly,  fooner  or  later,  in  my  own 
time  and  way,  infli&fcvere  punifh merits  on  incorrigible 
offenders,  in  proportion  to  the  malignity  of  their  crimes. 
This  was  faid  hy  the  great  Jehovah  bimfelf,  the  fo- 
vereign  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  whofe  jufticc  and  truth 
are  uncontrollable,  and  whofe  power  is  nrdiflible*  And 
a  little  afterwards,  it  is  there  added,  (Deut,  xxxii.  36*} 
the  Lord  will  fcarch  and  try  his  profiling  people  ;  and 
will  as  furely  condemn  and  deftroy  rhem,  that  peifuli- 
oufly  revolt  from  him,  as  he  wilt  approve  of,  and  fave 
them,  that  are  fled  fad  in  his  covenant* 

3 1  How  fevere  then  mud  his  judgment,  and  the  cx* 
editions  of  it,  be  upon  all  apoflates  from  Chrill  and  the 
gofpel?  It  is  indeed  dreadful  to  fuffer  the  miferies  that 
he  can  lay  upon  them,  by  only  fttrring  up  the  fury  ot 
mere  creatures  again  ft  them,  though  the  wt  aknefsof  the 
inflrument  abates  the  force  of  his  hand  in  fmiting  with 
it :  But  it  is  inexpreffibly  tremendous,  beyond  all  ima¬ 
gination,  ro  fall  as  victims  into  the  hand^of  his  juft  ice*, 
without  mixture  of  mercy,  to  be  punilhcrf  by  the  im¬ 
mediate  and  almighty  arm  of  the  great  and  terrible*Goil 
him  felt;  who,  in  oppofitton  to  all  idols,  is  the  Only  li¬ 
ving  and  true  God ;  and  whofe  exiftencc,  power,  and 
activity,  abide  invariably  and  for  ever,  to  execute  wrath, 
as  an  iocenfed,  miappeafed  Judge,  to  the  utmoft  extre¬ 
mity  on  the  defpifers  of  his  Son  and  Spirit,  (tw.  39.) 
as  well  as  to  complete  the  ererlufting  huppineCs  of  thofe 
that  hold  fall  the  profeflion  of  their  faith  without  wa¬ 
vering,  (wr*  23.) 

32  But,  to  excite  fincere  believers  among  you  to 
watch  and  guard  againft  the  beginnings  of  apcftacy, 
confider  how  it  was  with  you,  and  reflet!  upon  the  fo- 
lid  fatisfaclion  and  hope  ye  formerly  experienced,  in 
the  fir  ft  days  of  your  converGon,  in  which,  as  foon  as 
ye  were  enlightened  in  the  knowledge  of  the  gofpei 
and  of  the  way  of  falvaeion  by  Jefus  Chrift,  (v*r*  26, 
and  fee  the  lecond  note  on  chap*  vi,  4*)  ye  were  fol¬ 
lowed  with  fevere  perfections  from  the  Jewith  zealots, 
and  their  confederates  ;  which  ye,  like  foldicrs  under 
the  Captain  of  falvation,  and  like  combatants  in  the  a* 
goniftic  exercifes  were  called  to  conflict  with,  in  a  glo¬ 
rious  contention,  on  your  part,  for  the  fake  of  Chrift, 
as  with  enemies,  thatjet  themfclyes,  as  it  were,  in  bat¬ 
tle  array  ngainft him  and  you;  and  which  ye  patiently 
luftained  with  a  noble  ChttAian*couragc  and  fortitude. 
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n  Partly  wlulfl 
ye  were  made  a 
-  (lock  , 
Uak  by  reproach* 


■ 

that  were  fo  ufed. 


through  divine  fiipparts  and  affiftances*  without  being 
daunted  or  difmaycri  at  any  of  them,  though  they  were 
of  various  kinds*  and  lay  very  heavy  upon  you : 

33  While,  on  one  hand,  ys  were  malicioofly  accu- 
fcd  ar-.d  iujuriouDy  expofed  to  public  di  [grace,  and 
made  a  fpettacle  to  the  world*  like  criminals  brought 

csamUflUflions:  forth  into  the  theatre,  (fc*™****!*,)  and  were  ignouii* 

bccTmV  n*otJ^7  treated,  as  the  filth  of  the  world,  andoff-Jcouring 
^nn ions  ot' them  of  all  things ,  (i  Cor,  iv,  y,  tg.)  by  cruel  mocking* 

contempt,  and  fcorn,and  by  the  fevereft  nppreflions  from 
the  hands  of  wicked  men*  Jews  and  others,  for  righte* 
oufnefs  fake,  and  while,  on  the  other  hand,  yc  tender¬ 
ly  fy m pa thi zed  with*  and  ftedfaftty  adhered  to,  afliftrd 

and  bravely  owned  your  fdlow-Chriltians,  and  the  apof* 

lies  and  fervants  of  Chrift*  and  mourned  with  them,  in 
their  troubles  who  were  abufed  in  the  fame  oppreflive 
and  opprobrious  manner,  as  though  all  had  been  done  a- 
gainft  yoiufclves. 

34  Kor  as  to  myfclf  in  particular  *,  when  I  was  in 
great  tribulation,  even  unto  bonds  and  imprifonment 
for  the  fake  of  Chrifl*  ye  were  not  a  framed  to  own  and 
fland  by  me;  but  in  Chriftian  tendernefs,  love,  and  pi¬ 
ty,  ye  fympathized  with  me,  (w* grieved  at  my 
diftrefs*  prayed  for  me,  relieved  my  wants,  and  fup* 

^  1  plied  me  with  as  comfortable  accommodations,  as  our 
u  '  refpetlive  cir  cum  (lances  admitted  of:  And  ye  your* 
felvcs  cheerfully  fubmitted  to  the  lofs  of  the  convenient 
cies  and  necefTiries  of  this  life*  which  were  violently 
vrrefted  out  of  your  hands  by  furious  perfecutors  ;  and 
ye  even  rejoiced  to  think  of  the  glorious  caufe  for  which 
ye  fuffered,  {dfts  v*  41*)  and  of  the  rich  advantage, 
that  would  amie  to  your  own  fouls  thereby,  as  being 
well  (htisfied  111  your  own  minds*  from  the  pro  miles  of 
God  and  your  own  happy  experience  of  his  grace,  that 
yc  have  a  better  treafure  in  heaven,  than  any  yc  have 
loft  or  can  tafe  upon  earth;  even  a  fubftantial  treafure, 
which  ye  are  entitled  to,  and  is  prepared  by  the  free  f»- 
H  vour  of  God,  and  the  purchafe  of  Chrift,  who  as  yout 
head  and  reprefentative  has  uken  pciT-rlFion  of  it  for 
you ;  ami  which  ye  have  the  earnefts  of  in  your  own 
fouls,  as  wbjt  cannot  be  loft,  or  taken  away  from  you, 
but  abides  with  all  fafety  for  an  evcrlafting  inheritance 
at  the  end  of  all  your  troubles* 

35  Animated  therefore  by  your  faith  in  Chrift,  and 


34  F*>r  yfr 
corapaffon  olr  tr.c 
in  rnybonJ^  and 

ti*>V  jay  fully  the 

rpc'ding  of  your 

£codst  knowing 
in  yo«rfdv«  ;htt 

yu  have  in  heaven 
a  belter  end  an 
r  nH  Bring 
fiance* 


3J  CaA  not  a- 

way 


111 


N  n 

**  Ben  ftems  to  be  a  teference  to  tb*  apo- 
Ale  Paul's  /ufTtHn^s  and  bonds,  which  iverc 

notorious,  and.  extremely  great*  and  iti 


T  E 

wiiifth  the  Jewifli  believers  tenderly  fympt* 
itiizcd  *vt:b  Iijti,  as  Appears  from  A  its 
j?,  jb.  and  **i,  4*  m, n,  >3- 
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vniy  thfTtforc 

YtXT  CQnltitfJlCS 

■  _  ■>* 

whiih  luth'gtcat 

rec^jnjjfnc*  of 

vcttsrd. 


Foryeha^e 
need  of  p-tficftcr; 
that,  after  yc  li  jvc 
£uus  i  lac  wilt  of 

re* 

edve  tic  promts 


jT  For  yet  3 
little  while*  and 
be  thaifoli  came 
wilt  covru1,  and 
will  Lot  ^rry. 


in  the  pjomife;,  and  by  your  holy  fortitude  in  fufferings 
for  him  hitherto*  take  becd  left,  through  carnal  fear, 
and  the  workings  of  unbelief,  on  account  of  the  con- 
-  tinuaiice  of  thofe,  or  the  addition  of  any  further  tribu¬ 
lations,  ye  be  now  dUliearteued,  to  the  relinquifhingj 
or  throwing  off  your  holy  boldnefs,  freedom,  and  cou¬ 
rage  ( !**?***«*)  in  your  profeflion  of  thrift's  name,  gof- 
pd,  and  caufe*  and  in  your  joyful  hopes  of  eternal  life 
through  him;  which  holy  boldnefs  herein  is,  at  prefent, 
a  noble  fupport  and^umfattion  under  all  your  trials, 
and  fhal!  have  fuch  a  bltffcd  and  glorious  reward  in 
heaven,  as  according  to  bis  gracious  promife,  (ycr*  36.) 
is  (ecu red  to  you,  and  will  abundantly  more  than  make 
you  a  rich  and  eternal  amends  for  all  the  troubles  yen 
endure  in  this  momentary  life  for  Chrift^s  fake,  though 
they  be  ever  fo  great  and  many,  like  tbofe  which  yc 
have  already  felt*  and  may  yet  further  expect  to  meet 
with,  (See  Rem*  viiu  l8«  and  2  Cor.  iv.  r6>  17*) 

36  For  according  to  the  wife  and  holy  appointment 
of  God*  the  declarations  of  his  word,  and  the  difpofals 
of  his  providence,  that  patience  rnay  have  its  perfect 
went,  (Jam.  i,  4.)  fuch  is  your  prefent  fhtc  of  afflic¬ 
tions  and  perfccutiotis*  that  there  is  a  neceflity  for  you, 
and  great  need  of  ahundance  of  grace  to  enable  you 
to  live  in  the  continual  exercife  of  a  calm  and  quiet, 
humble  and  resigned  fubmitfion  to  the  fovereign  will  of 
God  in  them  to  the  end,  that  after  ye  have  yielded  your- 
fdves  up,  through  the  whole  courfe  of  your  lives,  10 
the  commanding  and  tiifpofiog  will  of  God*  in  patient- 
ly  and  willingly  complying  with  the  mod  difficult  in- 
fiances  of  it*  yc  might  receive  the  promifed  bb fling  of 
eternal  fife,  (1  John  ii.  23.)  which  flull  be  jiradoufly 
conferred  upon  you,  in  the  falvationof  your  fouls,  {vst\ 
39.)  at  the  end  of  your  fpiutual  race  ?.«d  warfare,  unt 
will  foan  be  finiflied*  and  exchanged  for  cveriaftiug 
peace  and  joy* 

37  For  according  to  an  ancient  prophetic  viflon,  {I la- 

bah.  ii*  3*}  which  may  be  applied,  as  relating  to  the 
Mdliah  and  his  falvatlon  in  all  hts  remarkable  appear* 
ances,  the  time  is  exceeding  (lion,  as  fbort  as  can  be 
well  expected*  (*‘*j^  i****™}  when  thelvlcfliuh,  who  is 
coming*  will  certainly  come,  in  hisrightcoc: 

judgment*  for  the  confution  of  his  and  your  enemies* 
anti  in  his  tender  mercy  for  your  cdnfohtion  and  deli¬ 
verance  from  all  their  oppreflions*  in  ihedefcrufHon  of 
Jeriifahm%  which  is  juft  at  hand,  and  h  a  lively  em¬ 
blem  of  his  Idft *  which  may  be  emphatically  called  htsyi- 
cond coming*  (chip*  tx*  28,)  to  the  utter  deftruftion  of  ail 

in:  Per- 
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38  Now  the  ji?/t 
l!l  live  by  fai.'h; 
bur  if  any  jjttt/f 

bach,  my 
&m\  Hi  all  have  no 
plciiure  id  him* 


impenitent  and  unbelieving  tinners,  and  to  yo&r  com* 
plete  falvation,  at  the  judgment  of  (he  great  day;  which 
though  it  be  not  fo  near  as  the  conflagration  of  Jtrvfa* 
yet  in  God**  account*  with  whom  athoufand  years 
are  but  as  one  day,  (2  Pet*  Hi.  8*)  and  in  companion 
with  the  errtilefs  eternity  that  fucceeds  it,  will  be  but  a 
very  little  while  hence ;  and  then  he  who  is  to  come,  will 
a&ua!!y  come,  without  fail,  to  your  unfpenkablc  and 
cverlaftingjoy;  And  though  ye  are  apt  to  think  the 
time  long  and  tedious,  while  yc  are  groaning  under 
prefent  afflictions ;  yet  ye  may  depend  upon  ir,  that  be 
will  not  delay  his  coming  to  put  you  into  pofleflion  cf 
the  promifed  recompense  of  reward,  ( ver *  35,  36*) 
no,  not  io  much  as  one  moment  beyond  the  appointed 
time,  which,  as  it  is  the  bell  lime,  is  fixed  in  the  pur* 
pafe  of  God,  and  is  near  at  hand,  to  deliver  you  outo£ 
ait  your  troubles  $  and  25  death  at  farthest  will  certain* 
ly  rid  you  of  them  ;  fo  it  cannot  belong  before  be  will 
receive  you  to  himfclf* 

38  And,  («)  for  your  further  encouragement,  re*, 
member  what  followsin  that  prophecy,  {Habak>  iu  4.)*; 
The  righteous  man,  who  1$  jujlifed  by  faitht  and  n \hofe 
heart  is  purified  hj  faith)  (Rom,  v,  1.  and  A£U*  xv*  p.) 
ftiall  by  means  of  his  faith  live  a  fpi ritual  and  holy  life, 
in  a  ttate  of  acceptance  with  God,  and  comunion  with 
him,  and  in  a  humble  patient  waiting  for,  and  expec¬ 
tation  of  this  happy  event  all  his  ctays  upon  earth  ;  and 
fhall  live  in  all  bldlednefs  and  glory  with  Clirill,  accor- 
ding  to  the  promife,  {ver*  36,}  for  ever  in  heaven; 
But  in  oppofition  to  fuch,  whoever  be  be,  that  after 
having  made  a  profrflion  of  faith  in  Chnft,  fliall  a  palla¬ 
tize  from  him  f,  through  an  unfubdued  pride  of  fpirir* 
and  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  which  lift  up  themfelves 
again  ft  him,  and  renounce  the  profefTion  of  his  name, 
on  account  of  the  trials  and  fufFerings  it  ex  poles,  him  to, 
My  foul,  fays  God,  fpeaking  after  the  manner  of  men, 
(hall  beti>  far  from  taking  any  delight  in  him,  whatio, 
ever  his  pretences  be,  that  I  will  have  him  in  the  ut* 
tnoft  detection,  and  will  fhew  him  no  mercy  ;  in  fie  ad 
of  my  favours  being  towards  him,  my  hotteft  indigna¬ 
tion  mall  be  inceufed  againft  him* 


NOTE* 


3?  But 


*  s*  The  juft  fliall  Is rt  by  faith1*  mighr  be 
belter  rendered,  it  Or  Own  ohfrrvrr,  (ac¬ 
cording  co  the  order  in  which  the  wurds 
ftjnd)  *'  The  Juft  by  ftith  (ball  live*’* 

(3  tuLxiot  tv  fwldi.) 

t  That  the  perfon*  intended  In  this  la  A 
clanTe  of  rile  verfo,  ar*  d^reut  Uotfi  llwk 


mentioned  th  the  former,  15  evident  to  roe, 
hccmCeoT  the  oppofiutm  that,  both  in  the 
prophet  Habakkukj  and  in  tbtf  and  the  fol* 
luwinjj  verfr,  is  mat!-  between  them  m 1 
thofcthat  live  by  ani  c’j  rot  draw 
14  Lick  to  perd^bs) ;  believe  to  theft* 
(i  ving  uf  the  fold." 
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39  But  we' are  But  as- 1  hare  already  told-  you,  (chap.  ri.  9.) 

Sw 1  ilS”  *«o  that  1  am  better  thing*  of  yout.and  things  that 

pcriUioh,  tan  of  accompany  fafaaitin  ;  fo  ire  who  are  lincere  in  our  pro* 
them  than*  believe,  fcflion  of  Chrift*  and  are  lit  truth  before  God  what  wit_ 

^  °f  3PPear  te  before  men,  are  not  of  the  number  of  thoff 

hypocritical,  treacherous  andfelfe-hearted  nominal  Om- 
ilians,  who' revolt  from  bim  1  and  call  off  their  profcf* 
fion  of  triri*  to  their  own  everiafting  deftruQion;  But  we 
are  of  the  number  of  thofe  who  believe  with  the  heart 
vnto  right  eoufncfs%  and  confefs  with  the  mouth  unto  fat* 
vat  ion  t  (Rom.  I.  10.)  and  (hail  ft'dfaftly  perferere 
therrin  to  the  end  as  being,  kept  by  the  power' of  GoJ 
through  faith  unto  /alvation,  {1  Pet.  i.  5-) ;  and  io,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  promile^  oor  faith  (lands  in  fore  connec¬ 
tion  with,  and  fhali  certainly  iflue  in  the  everlafting 
bappioefs  of  our  fouU. 

fa 

RE  COLLECTIONS. 

How  dcft{Uw«  were  sit  legal  fierUicc*  l  Thry,  until  I  attending  infttuiriwu,  »tft,  xl  befl,  tody  *  fc*dowr 
*k‘  CWll\  propitliimy  beriftee,  and  the  Wr  fling*  of  the  nbfpd  huruduced  by  him-  fc.* 

pciktafor  thofc  iialiko  w^t ■  phla proof  of  Impttfodkm ;  tbtTcouW  not  pKV«i  tb  reuiw  «f 

guilt  ufon  the  canfcfoncc:  » or  could  they  pqtittdy  Uke  away  ftp,  or  be  pleafihg  tn  Cod  rorthit  jur- 
I**.  But  how  nitrijorloui  and  effieauri  b  the  Mllkc  of  Cbrtt,  who  f/pdy  can *e  foto  an  Ineamj^ 
ftitc,  icrortm; to  antiear  porpofri  and  record*,  to  fififil  hb  Father**  wttt  by  offering  op  hiniftin  IV* 
alone  b  fnfficicmfor  purging  all  tbit  believe  in  him,  from  every  iniquity,  amt  recommending  \t*m  to 
God>  acceptance,  it  a  people  dedicated  tn  hii  for  vice  j  and  for  perfecting  all  that  concerns  thorn ;  And 
ourgrat  Lord  is  now  creaked,  u  1  ptfcfioa  his  throne*  at  the  right  band  of  the  eternal  rather,  wherfr 
be  mud  reign  till  all  hii  eoemiei  be  fobdoed  imdcr  hi*  feet*  AtA  O  what  a  bkffcd  fcciirity  bate  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  God  iabim,  aud  is  the  covenant  of  grace,  which  tKfe  Half  Olkd  ha*  recorded,  with  a  *!vw 
tn  gofpcV Lime*,  Is  the  writieg*  of  the  Old  Tclbn*utJ  It  j*  oow  ratified,  and  ill  k*  Nc«nS<  *k  pur- 
uaftdfwthei*  by  the  d  catlt  of  Ch  rift,  on  whofo  account  God  will  write  hi*  law  and  his  la  tbhir 

and  v)H  to  thoroughly  forgive  aH  ibqr  fin*,  aa  acrcr  more  to  remember  any  of  them  tgabifl  them . 
yrtit  :kh  cuewragemem  thea  hive  we  to -draw  near  to  God  hi  dhrtft,  wkb  humble  boMnaft,  and  fo  1 
toffortoce  of  jhitb'  I  JeAn  uur  High  Piufl  tu* opened  anew  and  firing  way  to  the  throne  of  r*cc,  through 
fo*  crucified  bill,  and  now  apptui  in  heavtitjtfdf  to  rcrotrnneiid  w  and  nor  prayer*  todfriue  acceptance 
by  the  fpririklangs  of  hijbJood,  «nd  the  bnftzfyiitg  influence*  of  hb  Spirit.  But  how  watcftftjJ  ought  xo 
to  be  agitcft  the  beginning*  of  tjmfttq  t  Hour  lore  and  veal  for  every  good  wort,  be  in  a  dr  dining  date., 
and  we  grow  cool  and  irtilUTcxent  about  attcttdtog  00  redout  afleotUiciand  goltd-OTdioances,  we  Iwe 
leafou  to  fcar,  left  weull  ifteythc  tiamplc  of  fom«  otlicf  profeflor*  of  ChtiH,  thwl  have  rrr^dtrd  from 
him  1  uul  the  thought*,  of  awful  trial*,  and  of  death  and  judgment,  u  near  approve  hinj,  rtwuM  «x:(c  tu 
rothe  greater  caic  htidru  Alt !  how  extremely  dan gcrow  Uthe  cafe  ot  apolUtCH,  *f-.cr  they  h\v? 
been  convinced  or  the  truth  nfibc  gofpcl,  vilify  the  Son  of  God,  depreciate  the  b'oftJ  of  ;t« 
ytontby  be  to*  tftnfecrated  to  the  remaining  part  of  hbprieftly  olltct !  and  treat  the  Sp!;;:  of  all  f 
with  malignant  contempt  I  Aj  ihere  U  nocUiw  facHtlce  for  fin  than  that  which  they  fcjcfk  and  dcfpKc, 
they  ran  hare  oothlng  to  exjeft,  but  judgment  wbkout  mercy,  and  flaming  n  canfumc  them  i  AuJ 

a* their  fin  h  oiote  abundantly  aggrantrd  than  any  tmn^yeflSon*  o;  MvfctS  l*w,  ftn  which 
verepur  to  death,  *t  muA  frippofc  from  the  rcaibn  or  things,  that  ihay  defer* e  a  \a  opvitlotully  beaver 
vengeance  ^  and  wware  Bifotcd  from  divine  tcttjinony,  that  the  gyca^God  will  ultathuMS  prefiijptiie, 
tt  caHJng  them  to  a  foven  account  for  all  their  wUfol  abufoa  of  gol^cl-  light  and  grace.  AU*  !  how  dread- 
fulhtt  tobll  loiuththudi  of  hi*  proreted  power an4  juJUcfl,  wKq  fiv-i  fbr  ew  tb  UtfEKI the  foreft  pc  - 
ftUhment  upon  impeniicm  finneni  But  uhatcrtr  to  flic*,  trouble*,  or  rcproichei  tree  t<JLe?cr*  roty 
fufiire  for  Cbiift,  thtytaipht  not  to  call  away  their  humble  confidence  and  joy  in  him,  and  their  holy  pro- 
feflUm  of  hi*  same;  a*  firing atlifiod  ht  iheir  own  tniods,  that  (hey  tuvet  more  fuhftintkUaiid  hbAir.z 
Iitherltaace  in  heaven,  Thir  itlrdcril  a  greit  recompcitct  of  tewird,  which  the  faithful  God  will  give 
them  according  to  hi*  cudiiuj  promife  j  and  the  profpcfiof  thii,  together  viiii  a  remembrance  of  their 
^tBa  experience  of  divine  ligiit  and  Tupport  under  th^Jr  various  tribulation*  for  Thrift,  andcompaflioii'- 
ate  tcpird  to  fellow-fufTcrcra,  fhould  encourage. tbclr  Cutb  and  hope,  and  animate  their  patleoeeamido 
dJfliCQltie*  ihicmay  btfai  them,t  For  hi  ivoythllc  time  tb  twd  Jefo*  will  certainiy  come  hy 
dca,o  and  judgment,  and  wifi  nut  tarry  one  secnani  bcyop.4  the  fettunc,  for  their  fair  ttico.^  Upm  the 


Cb.  xi." . 
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whole  thanT  bovr  witte  U  the  diffarenee  nrmrtfi!  profctTori,  and  fiuctre  bciterer*  *  Ole  h  In 

of  tkiwincludc  \o  perdition,  aiu*  JlijliiiK  under  d;v3nc;;b]Lorrcnce;  bur  the  other  tajuniiied  bT 
i^ithF  Mid  by  mean*  of  his  frith  ii v«  to  God  here*  -nd  ihiU  live  with  him  tor  ever  hereafter,  ai  hiving 
bdk^d  co the  C*ving  of  hi*  (out* 


CHAP*  XL 


The  apofile  deferibes  the  excellent  nature  and  efficacy  of  faith y  r 3. 
Exemplifies  it  in  fever al  infiances  and  effeEfs^  -with  an  intimation  cf 
its  necejfityi  /rent  the  fall  of  man  to  Nqih'/  days,  4  ,“6*  From  Noah 
to  Mofes,  7  >—13*  And  from  Mofcs  to  tlsecnd  of  the  Old  Tefiament* 

difpenfathn)  14,-39*  concludes  with  a  declaration  of  thejlill 

better  fate  of  believers  under  the  gofptfdifpenfation^  ver*  40, 


T  EXT* 

igOW  faith  is 
the  fubftance 
of  things  hoped 
for,  [he  evidence 
of  things  not 
fan : 


%  For  by  it  the 
eluerF  obtained  a 

good  report* 


Paraphrase* 

V[OW,  to  give  you  a  luminary  account  of  the  excel- 
^  lent  nature  and  effects  of  all  divine  faith  *,  inclu- 
live  of  that  which  we  luve  been  f peaking  of  as  unto 
falvation,  [chap,  x*  38*  39*)  It  may  He  in  general  tie- 
feribed  after  the  following  manner,  True  faith  gives  a 
fort  of  prefent  fubfiltcncc  in  the  mind  and  heart  unto, 
and  a  confident  expectation  of,  all  future  ble flings,  which 
on  the  foot  of  the  promife  of  that  God  who  cannot  Ite 
are  as  fully  ascertained  and  realized  ro  the  believer’s 
comfo:t,  nod  have  their  proper  infljeace  upon  him,  as 
though  they  were  already  prefem  in  aftual  poflillion  ; 
and  it  gives  us  as  clear  and  convincing  a  dtmonftrauon, 
merely  on  the  credit  of  divine  revelation,  as  to  the  truth 
of  things  rhit  are  iovifibleto  the  corporal  eye,  as  though 
they  were  ever  fo  plainly  exhibited  to  our  view,  like  the 
things  that  daily  offer  to  our  fight, 

2  For  by  the  realizing  and  evidencing  excrctfe  of 
faith,  our  godly  anceftorsof  all  generations,  from  the 
time  of  the  firft  promifeof  the  feed  of  the  woman  tobruife 
the  ferpem's  head,  ( Gen .  iii*  1 5*)  to  the  end  of  the 
Jevjifb  rii  fpen  fat  ion,  obtained  a  noble  teftimony  from 
God,  chough  evil  fpoken  of  by  wicked  men;  a  record 
of  which  is  left  particularly  with  refpecfc  to  fame  of 
them  in  his  word,  that  they  were  righteous  perfons  thro' 

the 


N  ° 

'  The  (tebiption  given  of  faith  m  this 

rerfc,  and  encmplified  in  the  various  follow¬ 
ing  iaftaucts,  I  lake,  irith  the  learned  Dr 
Owen  and  others,  to  be  a  defrription  of 
faith,  i rid u five  indeed  of  that  is  jwf- 

tirytogi  but  am  under  the  ilrift  notion  of 
it,  merely  as  jollifying  t  pgr  this  is  only,  as 
it  has  &  regard  to,  and  depends  upon  Chrift 
and  hi*  rightcoufntfs ;  hut  here  11  no  mtu- 
iHin  of  him  as  the  objctl  of  faith  ;  tod  id 
(crnal  of  *he  in/bnees  that  are  produced  in 
the  following  parts  0/  this  chapter  to  cxeitr 


T  1% 

f.itfy  ir,  there  is  no  notice  taken  of1  Mm  of 

of  Ms  Lakation.  huf  only  of  temporal  blel* 
imjs  which  were  ohfahteri  by  fahh :  And 
yet  they  map  be  all  confkterrd  as  lo  many 
proofs  end  evidences  of  the  truth  and  cffica~  ' 

racy  of  juflifyinjr  Jaiili  tn  real  believers  <in 
dir  jit,  and  of  its  more  t^ftulivc  excrcifr  to 
the; lory  nf  God,  aril  their  otvn  encourage* 
ment  tu  go  on  in  a  cotiric  of  depcatlsncc 
upon  him,  and  obedience  to  Mm,  a  mi  rift  ail 
the  difficulties  and  danyxis  of  every  kind 
[hat  Idrrovud  thent  in  this  iiuJul  world. 
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3  Thro*  faith 

we  underfill  nd 

that  the  worlds 
vert  framed  hy 
tlte  wort!  of  Go:!, 
£»  that  things 
which  ate  flvn 
were  not  made  of 

things  which  dv 
•PP«* 


4  By  faith  A* 
he!  ottered  onto 

God  i  more  eje- 

edlcut  Cwiifice 

than 


the  righteoufnefs  of  faith,  and  that  they  pteafed  God 
in  their  walk  before  him.  (ver.  4,  5,  7.) 

3  As  to  the  evidence  of  things  not  /ten,  w  htcb  is  one 
part  ef  the  defer ipt ion  of  faith,  (s.t.  r.)  though  by  the 
light  of  nature  we  may  juilty  conclude  from  the  beauty  , 
and  order  of  th*  creation,  that  there  was  2  fir't  caufe  of 
all  its  wonderful  fabric)  yet  ’its  by  faith  in  divine  re- 
vthtion,  and  by  this  only,  as  refting  merely  upon  the 
authority  of  God  therein,  that  we  certainly  and  dearly 
know,  beyond  all  that  could  be  foggefted  by  natural 
rcafon,  that  the  upper  and  lower  worlds,  the  heatens 
and  the  earth,  and  all  things  therein,  were  formed, 
fafhioned,  and  iinilhed,  (*ar»prw5ju)  by  the  all-powerful 
ami  effective  word  of  God’s  command  *,  who  in  fram¬ 
ing  their  federal  parts,  and  fetting  them  in  their  proper 
order,  faid,  Let  it  be  f>,  and  it  was  fo,  (Gen.  i.  7,  9, 
it,  15,  24,  30.))  He fpake,  and  it  was  dine ;  he  coni- 
manded,  anditjkoodfaji ,  (Pfal.  xxxtii.  6,  9.);  and  this 
he  did  unto  the  producing  of  all  the  rifible  things  of 
the  creation,  fuch  as  the  fun,  moon,  and  liars,  the  earth, 
and  all  the  objects  of  ourfenfes,  out  of  a  confufed  chaos, 
which  was  created  out  of  nothing,  and,  being  coveted 
with  darknefs ,  vsas  without  form,  and  void,  (Gen.  t.  1, 
2.);  and  which  chaos  itfelf  has  now  no  apparent  exig¬ 
ence)  all  things  being  ranged  into  their  due  order, 
and  made  vilible  by  the  invisible  power  of  God.  (Ron. 
i.  20.) 

4  As  to  the  other  part  of  the  defeription  of  faith,  as 
toe  fubjlance  of  things  hoped  for,  (vet.  1.)  it  was  by  faith 
in  God's,  appointment  of  typical  fieri ficc*  of  atone¬ 
ment  ti  that  Abel,  the  younger,  but  pious  fon  of  Adam, 


H  O  T  E  S. 


looking 


*  Though  Chrift  Is  often  fpofcen  of  as  thz 
word  (a  )  and  the  wrrtds  arc  laid  to  he 
nutle  bj  him;  yet  the  cxprcflton  here  ufod 
5s  different  from  that  hy  which  he  U  decomi- 
ivated ;  and  this  word  figuiilea  a  word. 

fpeben,  but  Is  never  nJed  for  die  peribn  of 
QuiA,  who  u  ilyid  fir  ;  dll;!  fo  it  U 
here  meant  of  the  word  of  command,  as  ap¬ 
pear*  from  the  place*  cited  in  the  paKiphraic. 

f  A  Utc  leaned  writer  ubuTves,  and  flip* 
ports  if  ’with  jfl<l  okicifm,  ihit  the  Greek 
word,  {-nrhuuv}  in  the  oninparaliirc  degree, 
irgfii&es  greater,  or  fuller,  or  niorein  numher, 
r%rhcr  than  in  value,  in  which  bit  fisnfe  it  U  not 
uftd  in  the  whale  New  Teltaiircti  r ;  and  fo  ir 
intimate!  that  Abel  brought  more  fieri  fiee, 
to  wit,  the  mhtcbay  or  mtat-cjh hr*,  and  ait 
animal  facrilice,  which  was  mmc  than  Qini 
did,  who  brought  onh  the  or  nre^ 

e^rwjof  the  fruits  oY  ihc  earth.  Acvcrd- 


higly  AbehscfTeri;]#  j$  called  in  the  phr.ri 

number  h.*.  gifts,  at  the  dole  of  the  vcri;, 
(SEe  Keanicot'*  difcDurfe  on  iht  oblation*  of 
Cain  and  Abel,  p,  137,  s,  $>*)  ami  in  ano¬ 
ther  place  h esdds,  (p  j.3 4*)  “  The  J>ri 
4t  hid  refpcA  to  AM,  aitrf  alfo  to 
**  rrjncha,  or  ottering,11  beeju ft  accompanied 
with  a*  animd  ftcrbice :  but  unto  Co .1, 
11  a. id  to  his  minc'u,  or  offering,  he  had  :mr 
**  tefpetV*  bccaule  he  brought  no  animal 
fieri ficc*  This  naturally  leads  us  to  c*™>- 
rliicli:  that  Abet  oflercd  with  FakH  in  th* 
jtrea!  fieri  lira  of  atom:  mc.it,  and  Caio  tt'SHi- 
nu*.  in  2t ;  and  fo*  if  ir  eaanot  be  cer¬ 
tainly  gathered  from  the  owe  general  u!e  of 
ihcwurd*  it  uiav  from  the  nature  of  Uic 
thing,  that  AheTs  ottering  was  in  reili'y, 
■uml  in  (jcirs  mare  excellent  ik±n 
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tban  Cr.n,  by 
which  he  obuio- 
ol  witneft  thit 
he  ri^bteow, 
t>ij  tefti  lying  of 
lit  gifts*:  and  by 
khet  bciuff  den I* 
y-v  fpeiketh* 


j  By  Euth  £’ 

aceh  ttr4S  trinlta- 
ted  tha*  liclhoutd 
mic-  Skt  death  » 
and  *as  not 
found  t  bGC~u& 
God  had  tranlU* 
Ljd  him  ;  for  be* 

fore 


looking  forward  to  thepromifrd  feed,  who  JhouM  brutfc 
the  ferpent*s  head,  {Gen.  iij.  15.)  prefeiued  to  God  1 

greater  and  compleater  facrificc  than  his  wicked  brother 
Cait i,  who  offered  onljr  the  mineha*  or  meat-offering  of 
fuch  fruit  of  the  ground  as  came  to  hand,  {Gen.  iv*  3-)  m 
acknowledgment  of  God,  as  the  creator  and  governor 
of  the  world*  but  offered  no  atoning  facrifice  in  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  hb  own  Gn,  and  need  of  pardon*  while 
Abel*  together  with  an  offering  of  the  bed  of  that  fort 
of  fruit,  offered  aifo  a  bloody*  facrjficeof  the  firfllmgsoE 
his  fleck,  with  the  fat  thereof,  {Gen.  17*  4,}  as  a  fa  ori¬ 
fice,  which  under  an  humble  fcnle  of  his  guilt,  and  of 
his  needing  an  atonement,  he  presented  to  the  Lord 
with  a  believing  reference  to  the  lamb  of  God,  or  the 
great  propitiatory  facrifice,  which  Abel's  typified,  and 
which  the  McGfiah  wouid  offer  for  the  remiffion  of  fin; 
by  means  of  which  faith  he  obtained  a  tcflirnony  from 
God  in  his  own  confcience,  and  by  Tome  vifibie  token 
from  heaven  f  ;  that  he  was  juftified  through  the  rigb- 
teoufnefs  of  faith  *  God  thereby  mnnifeftly  declaring, 
that  he  approved  and  accepted  of  his  fhcrificial  oblations, 
as  having  a  refpe£t  firft  to  Abel*  znd  then  to  his  offer¬ 
ing.  {Gen.  iv*  4.)  And  by  means  of  this  fah  h,  (the 
record  of  which*  as  well  as  of  its  acceptance,  and  of 
GiuVr  enmity  to  him  on  that  account,  is  handed  down 
in  the  word  of  God)  Abel*  though  dead  many  ages  a- 
go,  inftrucls  us  that,  ever  Gncc  the  fall  of  man,  the 
way  of  a  fmner’s  acceptance  with  God  is  only  through 
faith  in  the  atoning  facrifice  of  Chrift :  arid  that  the 
blood  of  innocent  perfons  cries  to  heaven  for  vengeance 
to  come  down  on  the  heads  of  their  murderers,  and  ef- 
pecially  of  fuch  as  perforate  them  to  death  for  righte- 
oufoefs  fake,  after  the  example  of  kicked  Cain^  who 
murdered  his  brother,  bccaufe  his  works  were  righteaus% 
and  his  0tt n  •were  evil*  (t  John  iii-  it.) 

j  It  was  by  faith  that  Enoch*  the  feventb  from  Adam* 
was  by  an  extraordinary  miraculous  exertion  of  divine 
power  and  mercy,  aftuaily  caught  up  in  his  whole  per- 
fbn  from  earth  to  heaven,  the  habitation  of  God’s  glory, 
to  enjoy  him  there  in  a  fUte  of  immortality,  for  which 
his  body  underwent  a  refining  change,  like  that  which 
the  bodies  of  the  faint;,  that  may  be  living  upon  earth, 

foal! 


NOT  E* 

f  There  tvis  frme  token*  bj  which  Cain  i  Kings  sriik  3 7.  j  Ch  ron.  aid.  %G*  and 
knew  that  Abells  offering  was  accepted ,  and  a  Chron.  vtt,  2.)  to  tcHit-v  his  actepcafcct  of 
his  own  rejected ;  *ad  it  was  mod  probabtf  the  ulfcriagt  aord  that  fuiiiee  feiied  upon 
iiv  Cod’f  lending  fin;  from  heaven  to  eon-  *  the  foenfice,  inftead  of  the  finnoi  »i:o  of- 
iume  Abel's  Tacrinee,  as  he  aftwwanU  often  ftred  it,  anti  for  whom  it  was  otfered* 
did  in  vaiiccs  other  inflance^  (Lev*  ix.  14* 
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his  Uar.ihl- 
tion  he  liairt  (his 
trlUnKrnv.tliat  he 
pkfiJcd  Cod* 


0  Bflt  wuhnat 
hhh  ii  is  impftl- 
tilde  u>  plcafc 
han't  for  he  that 
eomrih  to  God 
■nuft  brieve  that 
lie  t*,  and  rfvtf  >;o 
is  a  PC  warder  of 
them  that  dili¬ 
gently  feck,  him. 


(ball  pafs  thorough  at  Ehe  general  refurreftion  from  the 
dead,  (r  Cor *  xv.  51*)  he  being  thus  highly  favoured  of 
the  Lord,  that*  like  them*  (1  Thejf*  iv,  17*}  he  might 
be  exempted  from  dying,  which  in  the  Hebrew  idio^t 
i$  called /wing  death*  or  fttifibly  undergoing  it  by  fuch 
n  diiToImiaa  of  this  mortal  frame  as  coofHU  in  a  repa¬ 
ration  of  Too)  and  body,  according  to  the  general  !  1  v 
which  has  paflid  upon  mankind  for  the  Grit  tranfgrelh^n, 

(/&nt.  v,  ii,);  and  whatever  inquiries  and  fear chesmighc 
be  made  after  him,  be  was  no  more  to  be  found  in  this 
world :  The  eyes  that  had feen  Jumffaw  him  no  more%  (Job 
xx,  9.) ;  becatife  God. had  taken  him  by  2  peculiar  indul¬ 
gence  to  himfeif,  to  dwell  in  his  immediate  prefeucc  on 
high  :  For  before  he  was  favoured  with  this  miraculous 
and  happy  rapture  of  foul  and  body  up  to  heaven,  he 
had  a  divine  teftimony  in  his  own  confcience,  by  a  pri¬ 
vate  fuggeftion  or  witnefs  of  the  Spirit ;  and  had  after¬ 
wards  a  further  public  teftimony  given  to  him  in  the 
writings  of  Mofcst  that,  before  be  was  thus  tranflated, 
lie  was  accepted  of  God  ;  and  had,  in  an  eminent  man¬ 
ner  of  walking  clofely  111  communion  with  God,  and  in 
a  courfeof  faith,  love,  and  holy  obedience, {Gen,  v*  24,) 
been  highly  pleafing  to  him,  through  the  promifcdMcf- 
fiaht  of  whom  Enoch  prophefied,  faying,  Behold  tee 
Lord  comes  with  ten  thoufmd  of  his  faints^  to  execute 
judgment  vpm  ail)  &c.  (Jude,  ver*  14,15,) 

6  But  without  this  kind  of  faith  *,  as  it  was  impnf- 
(ibie  for  Abel  and  Ettoch ,  fo  it  is  for  us  to  do  any  thing 
in  facb  a  fpiritual  and  holy  manner,  as  is  well  pleating 
fn  the  fight  of  God :  F or  whofoever  he  be  that  approaches 
to  God  in  prayer,  and  in  other  ads  of  religious  wor¬ 
th  ip,  in  order  to  his  finding  acceptance  with  him,  he 
ought,  and  it  is  abfolmdy  necefTary  for  him  in  the 
firft  place,  to  be  firmly  perfuaded  in  his  own  mind, 
by  that  faith  which  is  the  evidence  of  things  not  ft'en$ 
(ver*  1*)  that,  according  to  divine  revelation,  there  cer¬ 
tainly  U  a  God,  who,  though  invifiblc,  has  an  eternal, 
ntceilkry,  and  unchangeable  exlUence,  in  diftinflion 
from,  and  oppofition  to,  all  the  idols  of  the  heathen, 
and  all  that  are  not  by  nature  Cod*  (Gab  iv*  8-);  and 

be 

T  E- 

contidcr&l,  together  with  the  belief  of  n  r* 
exigence,  a?  of  rh#  jtmit  iKtur*  with  their". 

In  its- regard  iii  God  through  Cluift*  thourii 

it  b*  ntH  expieflH,  ha\  is  iM'.ly  to  he  gather¬ 
ed  from  what  w*j  frld  about  the  acting*  of 
their  faiths  In  things  pertainirg  to  acc'.T- 
tinrc  vith  God  to  eternal  Ufa*  And  tT-.e 
whole  contUil  (Othidi  our  t&Unfl  this  to ‘  u 
i he  ikull  icns-cr  is  lutne  vwild  Lavt  it. 
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•Ail  canno:  bat  tfuhk  that  Enoch's,  as 
11  asilM's  faith*  haJ  a  icfpcfl  to  the  pfj- 
tpifed  MtOub,  and  tlut  therefore  the  offer¬ 
ing  of  Abel*  and  ihe  holy  walk  of  Enoch, 
wm  tcEtiHcd  to,  as  acceptable  and  well-plea¬ 
ting  I o  God  *  Co  it  firms  to  me  that  the  frith 
here  fpokeo  of,  wiih  an  immediate  reference 
to  thefe  inflances,  as  that*  tL  without  *'hkh 
41  it  ii  impofljhk  to  plcafe  Ged*1*  is  tu  be 
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T  .By  F*i:h 

Keah ,  hdng  *ar  B- 
ril  of  God  of 
thinjji  not  feeii  a$ 
m,  moved  with 
tear*  prepared  an 
art  to  the  living 

of  hi*  hqttJe  { 

by  which  he 
condemned  the 
world,  and  be¬ 
came  heir  of 
the  right confnefs 
which  is  by  faith* 


he  am  ft  further  believe  with  that  faith,  which  is  ihc 
fubjianc e  of  things  hoped fort  (ver.  i.)  that  this  ip  finitely 
perfect  and  blcfled  God  himfelf  is,  according  to  his  pro* 
raife  to  Abraham^  (Gen*  xy*  i,)  the  exceeding  great  re¬ 
ward  of,  and  a  bountiful  difiributer  of  all  the  blellings 
of  providence,  grace,  and  glory,  to  rhofe  who,  uoder  a 
confcioufnefe  of  their  own  wants  and  unwoi  thin  eft, 
humbly,  earneftly,  and  perfereringly  feek  his  face  and 
favour  tn  Chrift  with  their  whole  hearts,  according  to 
his  word,  in  the  diligent  ufe  of  all  the  means  of  his  ap* 
pointment,  and  in  a  reliance  on  his  covenunr-promifes, 
for  all  acceptance  with  him. 

7  By  faith  as  the  evidence  of  things  not  fieri ,  (ver. 
I.)  Noah}  who  found  grace  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord9 
and  was  righteous  in  his  account,  {Gen.  vit  8,  and 
vii-  !•)  and  who,  (ike  Enoch*  walked  with  Godi  in  all 
holy  obedience,  fully  depended  on  the  truth  of  the  di¬ 
vine  admonition  which  was  given  him,  (,*,**>"  *-•«*) 
relating  to  events  of  which  there  was  no  prefeiit  ap¬ 
pearance  ;  as  particularly  that,  for  the  wicked ncf&  of 
the  people*  God  would  bring  a  univerfal  deluge  to 
drown  the  old  world,  in  which  he  lived  ;  and  that,  of 
the  whol?  human  race,  only  he  and  his  wife  and  three 
fons,  and  their  wives,  who  as  yet  had  no  children, 
fliould  be  preferred  alive:  (CV/i.  vu  12,  13,  iS*)  And 
being  poflefied  with  a  religious  awe  and  reverence  of 
God,  {ivia&ottc)  and  fear  of  his  judgments,  he,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  direction,  and  in  obedience  to  his  command, 
{Gen.  vi.  14,  1$,  16-}  was  excited  to,  and  actually  did 
prepare  materials,  and  fit  them  for,  and  frame  them 
into  a  large  floating  veil'd  %  for  the  fafe  prefer  ration, 
as  he  believed  it  would  be,  of  himfelf  and  his  family, 
confiding  only  of  eight  fouls,  (1  Pet*  iib  20.)  that  they 
might  not  be  fwallowed  up  in  the  flood:  By  which 
faith  of  his  in  the  truth  and  power,  juftice  and  mercy 
of  God,  as  revealed  to  him  ;  and  hy  his  budding  the 
ark,  in  obedience  to  the  divine  commandment ;  as  alio 
by  his  difeourfe,  as  a  preacher  of  righteoufnefsy  (2  Pet* 
ii,  5.)  he  both  pratUcally  and  do£trinal!y  condemned 
the  unbelief  and  difobedicnce  of  the  reft  of  the  world, 
that  flighted  all  the  folemn  warnings,  which  God  in  hie 
great  long-fuffering  had  given  them  by  him,  aod  by 

the 
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*  The  ark  was  nearly  i>f  an  oblong  fquare, 
with  a  flat  bottom  Hoped  roof,  as  might 
he  belt  fuHrd  to  float  Heartily  on  the  furtu* 
of  the  water,  ft  was  a  vtflcl  of  three  liun- 

Jrrd  cubits  in  lengthy  fifty  in  breadth*  and ’ 
lb!ity  m  height;  ard  ca*"*fiftcd  cj  three 

VoL.  V.  t 
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decks*  or  (lories,  capacious  enough  to  hold 
ell  the  living  creature*,  Itiifiacni  provi- 
lion*  for  them,  that  were  ordered  to  go  into 
this  ark,  (See  Univerf*  Hrji.  book  1*  p.  aoj, 
edit*  1.) 
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8  By  fatth 
Abraham*  when 

h*  u'as  cjtitffi  to 
go  injt  info  a 
pine  which  he 
JlnuM  af«7  r:- 
cciva  for  in  inhe¬ 
ritance,  t 

aud  he  wen'  oin. 

Dot  knowing  whi- 
t her  he  wen:. 


the  ftrivings  of  his  Spirit  with  them  under  hisminiftry, 
for  an  hundred  and  twenty  years -together*  {Gen*  vi,  3.)^ 
thereby  leaving  them  without  excufe,  and  vindicating 
the  jufticc  of  God  in  bringing  fuch  a  fweeping  defla¬ 
tion  upon  them*  for  their  obflinate  and  aggravated  wic* 
kednefs  :  And  by  bis  faith  in  the  promised  MriEah,  for 
the  fpSritual  and  eternal  bieffings,  which  were  to  be 
brought  in  by*  and  found  alone  in  him,  {of  which  the 
ark*  for  the  fafety  of  all  that  were  in  it*  was  an  emi¬ 
nent  type)  he,  as  to  be  an  inheritor  of  falvatioii,  was 
interfiled  in  that  righteoufnefs  of  Child,  which  is  re¬ 
ceived  by  faith,  arid  imputed  for  rig hteotifoefs,  unto  the 
jufttficarion  of  all  that  believe  in  him,  without  differ¬ 
ence,  { Rm .  lii*  21, — 26-) 

8  It  was  by  faith  that  the  renowned  patriarch  Abra* 
ham%  of  whom  the  Jews  boaft,  and  from  whom  they 
derive  their  pedigree  and  all  their  privileges,  and  who 
is  ftyled  the  friend  of  Gad*  and  the  father  of  all  them 
that  believe*  {Jam.  ii.  23*  and  Rom*  iv.  u.)  when  he 
had  a  call  from  God  to  go  forth  from  Ur  of  tbe  Cbal* 
dees*  his  own  native  country,  and  to  leave  his  idola* 
trous  kindred  and  bis  father’s  houfe,  and  every  thing 
that  was  dear  auto  him  there,  {Gen*  xh  31*  and  acii.  1.) 
and  to  remove  to  another  country,  which  God  would 
fhow  him,  tven  the  land  of  Canaan*  (Gen.  xii.  5*} 
which  he  himfelf  fcouM  receiv^  in  right  and  title*  hy 
the  free  gift  of  God,  (Gen*  xv.  7.)  and  which  his  pofte- 
rity  after  him,  for  generations  to  come,  fhould  receive 
in  pojfeJJfGti ,  as  an  inherieaace,  {Gen*  xii.  7.  and  Am 
vii.  5.)  that  was  typical  of  a  better  in  heaven ;  It  was, 
I  fay,  by  a  noble  ad  of  mere  faith,  that  Abraham  yield* 
ed  a  cheerful  obedience  to  the  command  of  God,  as 
btiujr  fully  fatisfied,  that  what  God  had  promifotfo  his 
fafthrulnels,  power,  and  goodnefs,  would  certainly  per¬ 
form  in  his  own  way  and  time  \  and  thereupon  he  rea¬ 
dily  departed  from  his  own  country,  friends,  and  rela¬ 
tions,  and  fet  out  for  fome  other  place,  which  God 
might  diredl  him  to  j  though,  at  that  time,  he  neither 
knew  the  way  to  it,  nor  what  country  it  lltouldbc; 
God,  for  the  greater  trial  of  his  faith,  and  for  putting 
the  higher  honour  upon  if,  having  concealed  this  from 
him  till  after  be  had  left  Ur  of  the  Chaldees*  (Sec  the 
note  on  Aits  vii,  2.) 


p  By  bhh  he  9  It  was  by  faith,  that  he  afterward  wandered  about, 
gvpuraed  lo  the  like  a  pilgrim  and  ftranger,  in  the  land  of  Canaan* 

■Ti/^Srauise  by  *his  time  God  had  told  him  was  the  land 

count  it,  dwelling  that  he  meant  to  give  his  feed  for  an  inheritance,  in  the 

ia  promife  he  had  made  to  him.  {Gen*  xlh  7.)  Here  he 
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»!tfc  hi  in  of  the 
fcjiepromUb 


i$  Foe  he  Look- 
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fojourned,  as  one  expo  fed  to  difficulties  and  dangers, 
but  depending  on  divine  protection  in  a  foreign  coun¬ 
try,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  quite  diffViear  from 
himfclf,  in  temper,  religion,  and  manners;  he  dwel¬ 
ling  among  them,  not  in  any  fettled  habitation,  but  in 
tents,  which  were  fattened  to  the  ground  by  dukes  and 
cords,  and  were  moveable  from  place  to  plxcc,  a*  c>c- 
ciGons  required;  and  which,  under  divine  direction, 
he  often  took  down  in  one  place  and  pitched  again  m 
another,  for  the  prefect  accommodation  of  himfdf  and 
family.  And  after  bis  fon  J/aacf  and  his  grandibn 
Jacob  were  born,  they  lived  with  him  in  like  trmet  and 
in  g  like  wandering  ftate 5  even  they,  who,  as  his  orF- 
fpring,  were  heirs,  together  with  himftlf,  of  one  and 
the  fame  promife,  which  God  made  to  Mm  uni  his  feed,. 
And  as  this  wag  a  lively  emblem  of  the.fute  of  ufi  true 
believers,  who  are  pilgrims  and  (hangers  on  earth  ;  fo 
the  father  of  the  faithful  was  well  faurfied  with  hie 
condition,  as  an  unfetxled  fojoumer,  without  any  pof- 
feffion  in  the  land  of  his  pilgrimage,  beyond  a  bury* 
ing  place,  which  he  bought  of  the  Tons  of  Heth* 
(Gen*  xxiiu  3,  4>  See,  and  xxv.  to*  compared  with 
A3s  vib  5*) 

10  For  God  having  faid  to  him,  Fear  not,  Abraham^ 
lam  thyjbxcld  and  thy  exceeding  great  reward  ;  ,ind  ha* 
ving  promifed  io  antyerlaltmg  covenant  that  he  would 
be  Ms  God,  and  tfo  God  of  his  feed*  and  that  in  his  ftcdy 
meaning  the  Meffiah,  aU  the  nations  of  the  earth  Jbauld 
be  bkjfedy  (Gen*  sv*  i*  ami  xvii,  7,  and  xxii*  rS*)  bis 
faith,  reding  on  thoft  gracious  words  and  promifes  of 
a  God,  who  Cannot  lie,  looked  further  tli^n  that  earth- 
ly  inheritance  to  the  heavenly  one,  which  whs  typified 
by  it;  and  this  be,  in  the  exerctfc  of  his  £mb,  mod 
of  all  deft  red,  ultimately  expected,  and  firmly  hoped 
to  enjoy  in  that  better  Hate,  which  for  its  fccurity,  pri¬ 
vileges,  grandeur  and  glory,  regularity  and  order, 
Urgenefs  and  affluence  of  all  ftiblime  riches,  honours 
and  delights,  may  well  be  emphatically  called  a  city% 
and  which  for  its  flrength,  firmnefs,  find  duration,  in 
oppolition  to  tedts  and  tabernacles,  nnd  indeed  in  op* 
portion  to  all  the  cities  of  this  world,  that  sm?  liable 
to  be  overthrown,  and  r^ill  moulder  away  by  length  of 
time,  may  be  faid,  with  the  greatefk  propriety  and  emi¬ 
nence*  to  be  built  upon  folid  and  immoveable  founds 
rtons;  fuch  as  the  unchangeable  pnrpofc  and  pronincs 
of  God,  and  the  merit  and  mediation  of  cht  nrmn'fed 
McSiab,  n ihofe  day  Abraham  favt7  and  was  glady  (John 
viii*  56.)  the  contriver,  former,  and  finifliec  at  which  c— 
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Ch.  ii 


li  Thto*  kith 
aUv,  Sarah  htr* 
£df  received 
ftrcrg<h  ro  coo* 
ceive  iced,  and 
was  i1div«;cd  of 
a  child  u  hcti  flic 
was  pall  age,  be* 
qaok  flic  judged 
him  uithful  who 
Lad  prcmlfcd. 


ty,  as  its  divine  mi  only  ardiite&  and  erc&er,  is  oc 
lefs  than  the  great  and  blefled  God  himfe)fr  who,  bj 
his  own  infinite  wifdom>  power,  and  goodn  eft*  prepare* 
it  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,  to  be  the-habita- 
tion  of  his  own  glory,  and  of  all  the  faints  with  him 
for  ever,  (Mat*  xxv*  34*)  \  arid  fo  it  is  a  building  of  Codt 
an  bcufe  not  made  with  hands %  eternal  in  the  heavens t 
(a  Cor,  v.i,) 

11  It  was  by  faith  alfo  that  even  Sarah  herfelf*  (** 

the  beloved  wife  of  Abraham ,  being  reco* 
vered  from  her  unbelief*,  which  (he  manifefted  by 
laughing,  when  fhe  firft  heard  the  promife  of- her  ha* 
vitig  2  fan,  {Gen,  xviiL  12, —  £4.)  was  iotraculoufly 
invigorated,  and  enabled,' beyond  all  expectation,  and 
all  ordinary  operations  of  natural  caufes,  to  conceive  a 
male  child  in  the  common  way  of  generation  ;  and  (he 
was  in  due  fcafoTi  fafely  delivered  of  a  fon,  to  whom, 
as  her  offspring,  the  covenant  of  promises  to  Abraham 
was  ddigned  to  be  fulfilled,  (6’w,  xvii*  21.  12.) : 

and  by  faith  (he  received  this  ability  to  conceive  and 
bear  a  fon,  after  (he  had  all  along  been  barren  and 
dead,  as  to  any  power  of  this  kind  before,  {Gen,  it.  30. 
and  R$mt  tv*  19.)  and  had  now  lived  (being  ninety  years 
old,  Gen,  xvib  17.}  pad  the  afual  teeming  age.  This 
wonderful  ftrength  for  conceiving  and  undergoing  all 
the  agonies  of  hbdfcy  and  travail  unto  the  bringing  forth 
of  IfaetCy  was  granted  her,  not  for  her  faith,  as  tho1 
that  were  the' meritorious  caufe  of  jt;  but  by  means  of 
her  faith,  which  was  gractoufly  owned  and  honoured, 
asfhe  tr Lifted  in  the  -Lord,  chat  he,  to  whom  nothing 
is  too  hard  to  do*  as  he  told  her,  {Gen.^vitL  14.}  and 

who 


K  o  T  E, 

.  *  When  Sarah  frft  hem\  the  proaiiic  of  **  {halt  have  a  ftn  ■“  then  Sarah  va«  afraid, 
tht  l^ord,  the  Augci  the  covenant,  that  u  repenting  of  wW  flic  hid  laid  i  and  yev 
fie  fiitkii  bsve  a  fint  ihsT  as  writ  as  Abra-  in  the  frrghr,  farprtfe,  ftotur,  and  hurry  «i 
ham,  might  probably  take  him  to  be  only  her  mind,  denied  it ;  Hut  it  Hems  that*  up* 

Awe  ft  ranger  of  the  hui^an  race,  who  came  on  the  whole,  aod  especially  alter  the 
with  twq  others  that  way ;  It  Hvujs  that  file  dHtovery  which  th;  Lord*  who  fpokc  t' 
did  not  He  him,  the  door  of  the  tent  being  her,  had  made  of  himfclf  ai  tbi  true 
btl'ACvn  him  add  her  alien  he  fpake  tbcU  trot,  in  hb  convetfatroo  immediately  after 
wordt;  and  as  they  contained  a  promife  of  warJ  with  Abraham,  the  believed  the  pr^ 
what  appeared  to  her  an  hupoftbihty  in  her  tnife*  as  given  by  him,  who  was  able  i- 
<ircomft.i rices*  flwt  ftefetty  laughed  within  'make it  gdod:  And  this  is  what  our  apolL* 
her^If,  in  a  way  of  deriding  to:  But  when  refers  to,  wttlttut  taking  any  001  ice  of  tv. 
the  Lord  reproved  her  for- fuck  an  iBcrcdu^  preceding  unbelief,  which,  together  mIlj 
Iocs  manner  cf  Uughing,  by  which  ihepet*  her  falfchood,  was  mercifully  pardoned  lb 
cclved  that  he,  who  knew  what  ihc  hdlpkmc  the  O.fce  of  tliat  promis'd  feed,  the  Mrtfiih 
iB.frro,  was  more  than  a  man;  and  when  who  proceeded  from  the  lotos  of  Ifcac,  tb 
he  backed  hij  reproof  wi:h  fa y^g,  **  Li  ary  child  ihe  afterward*  conceived  and 
4*  thing  too  hard  for  ■.he  Lord?  At  ihc  forth.  (See  aiid com | are  tlu  account  gun 
**  time  appointed  wilt  l  rctarrfttrito  tEce  ac*  of  theft  things  in  the  xviiith  and  foce^ 
*<  eofding  to  itcitac  of  fcfr,  aQdxftirah  part  of  thrxiUt  chapter  of  Gcneiu*) 
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ra  Therefore 

f prang  there  even 
of  oittt  vd  him 
at  pod  at  dead, 
J*  euey  as  the 
ftw*  of  the  flty  m 
maJttaad^  jod  h 
the  find  which  ts 

by  the  Jea-’fbore 

iauuraaabk* 


■3  Theft  aU 
died 


wher  is  truth  itfelf*  and  had  made  her  a  promife  of  ^at 
fon,  would  faithfully  perform  it* 

12  Therefore,  in  atifwer  to  her'®,  zb  well  as  Ahr&* 
barfs  faith,  there  defeended  i  vjft  progeny,  even  from 
his  own  finale  per  ton  by  her;  and  tbai  from  him,  when 
he  htmfelf,  being  an  hundred  years  o!d>  {Gen*  xviu  17*) 
was  by  reafon  of  that  great  age  accounted  to  be  as  much 
pad  begetting  any  children,  as  though  he  bad  been  ac¬ 
tually  dead  **  And  the  prodigious  multitude  that,  m 
fucceeding  generations,  proceeded  from  his  loins  in  n 
defeetn  from  Ifaaey  was,  to  fpeak  in  a  proverbial  way, 
as  numerous  as  the  (tars  of  heaven,  according  to  God’s 
promife  to  him,  {Gen*  xy«  5-);  yea,  as  he  afterwards 
ezpreflbd  it  in  another  promife,  {Gen*  ixii,  17,)  they 
were  like  the  grains  of  fund  on  the  fca*£hor^w4rtch- 
are  pail  al!  account. 

rj  Ailthefe  Jaft  mentioned  believers,  Abraham^  Sa~ 
rah*  Ifaac  and  Jacob  f>  not  only  lived  by  faith*  which 

was 


N  O  P 

*  The  nfohitbn  of  the  Jiffiruliy  which 
^lfc»  fiem  what  is  here  fkid  concerning  A* 

hivham,  that  h«  was  at  gotd  Of  draf,  and 

fruit  his  many  yean  afterwards  (u  41  (we- 
nlly  thought)  hiring  hid  fcveral  children 
by  Kctatah  mother  wifc,  Oen,  **v.  1.  « 
alien  pied  mofl  commonly*  by  foppofing 
that  Gqd  ipiracoloufly  renewed  the  vigour  nT 
Abnham'i,  aatvcH  23  of  Sarah's  bodyv  th^o*’ 
their  faith :  ar,  dibit  this  continued  lu  Abia- 
ham  many  year*  afterwards  — Rut  Mr  Killdi 
in  hi*  fupplcmejit  to  Mr  Fierce**  partphnfe 
a;:d  notes  on  this  rpiltk*  fuppofes,  and  ha* 
liken  a  {teat  deal  of  pains  to  prpve,  (red  1 
thM,  with  fair  probability)  that  Mold’s  hi- 
ftory  6f  Abraham**  marrying  Keturah  is  not 
let  in  the  cxjft  chroraricigit-al  order,  hccaufc 
be  prudendf  chofc  to  6nifh  the  acwmt  of 
Sarah  and  her  Jon  lfiart  withact  interrupt- 
ingU  with  the  aiTafr  of  KcuraJi,  which  was 
foreign  to  this  point,  'but  proper  to  be  af- 
’tiTward*  taken  norire  or  Thia  writer  bte* 
wi»c  gi«c«'  ft  rad  other  to  fiance*,  in  which 
.theoraer  of  time  is  not  obforved  in  ihe  fo- 
cred  bidory,  1*  it  frequently  is  nc^tefletl 
with  good  jodnmeQt  in  may  other-uni  W* 
of  note  j  and  by  Cu&paHnjpthe  tcvenl  parts 
of  the  aiarcaioo  In  Oenetii,  he  coocludei 
that  Abrihkm'tf  children  by  Retnreh  were 
ratty  tmrii  before  this  which  he  hid  by  Sa* 
rah.  Curious  in^ntrers  miy  conliik tts  very 
hir^c  and  elaborate  rote  00  tldvverfc?  and 
if  hfo- thoughts .  be  admit*  ed^lhc  whole  tlif. 
beSty  for  reennettirtg  ihcfe  paftgcs  is  elfco- 
tuaJly  removed  at  once, 
f  MtStfc  is  not  to  be.  nndedUod  u  In- 
Abel,  Nath,  aod  .Enoch ;  For  Enoch 


r  e  s, 

did  not  die,  but  vm  innfia-M,  that  he  fhouli 
not  foe  d<Mth,  as  bad  bm  fjid*  ver.  5. 5  *n<l 
though  Abel  and  N\nh  dJ*  t*  a*  twil  tt  liv¬ 
ed  in  -faith*  ye:  theycaauji  he  referred  10 
T>v  the  *"irJs  afl  tfofc*  For  it  is  cKprefJy 
fdldj  ver*  ij*  of  the  pcriim?  here  int/ndol* 
that  **  If  they  had  been  raiudful  of  tiwc 
country,  from  wh^mee  they  came  out, 

11  they  might  )urc  Hiii  ftpwr^iiy  u*  hive 
**  returned  ;**  *hlch  applied  onlyii* 

Abraham  and  dirah,  wbo  in  tner  own  per- 
-lbn*  came  out  of  Ur  of  the  Chaldee^  (CJca* 
ki,  31,)  and  to  f and  J  nw:>,  who  as  ■ 
rechoncil  ro,  and  iMcludrd  in  th- ir  pstr^nt*, 
might  he  laid  to  came  on:  fr  thence, 
like  man>^-r  a*  Jofcph's  uo  fins,  which 

wereborgm  Kgypt,  wtfre  rcckor,=J  the 
(t  fouls  of  the  honfo  of  Jacob,  vi:jc5i  aws 
**  trtio  Egyjvt,"  to  ill  ike  rs  liw  namusrof 
tbireforv  and  tenf  (G^n.  xivi.  17*)  a**-d  as 
Oort  fpeaksijf  Ifrid1*  ciitthg  ->«{  of  Kjtypi, 
ii-  / )  m^Tiy  ages  after  he  lmju^ht 
thdr  anccilors  out  nf  rust  iamlj  and  as  A- 
brah4m  ani  Saruh,  fo  ;£uc  and  Jic^h,  wc^c 
fiikl  in  our  foregoing  cuntext,  verr  jt,  to  he 
“  heira  of  the  b*nre  nruniw,"  to  which,  to¬ 
gether  wiili  th^  proivifo  nf  aft  Mnum«r^e 
Iced  !tkt  ihc  ftarij  r.'-J  the  Fnd  upon  the 
t^fhore;  rtr,  rtf  si,  the  in  the 

hull  »f  which  they  died,  itvjft  nituoily  n> 
foi- :  Aodas  CdiMcn  aa*  in  cmin^t  type  of 
heaven  j  end  the  w^*  the  ^re^t  and 

capital  hlcffing  m.cn^ed  in  the  pnimt^c^f 
the  foal  wiltcii  ihouM  Tpri^g  from  Afcrt* 
him  and  Sav^h*  In  ihe  fartb  in  which  they, 
itdulive  of  ltiicand  UiMb,  Ifvtl  aivldlnl^ 
iilLinutteiy  rcfpefitd  Ue  heavenly  i»be*i* 

lactCj 
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died  in  faith*  not 

having  rrecveH 
the  promifei,  bet 
fuv?a£  fben  ibem 
sCat  oflT*  and  were 
pee  funded 'oi 
and  embraced 
and  cton/cf* 
jtd  chat  they  were 
fl'-'^Sten  ar,d  piJ  ■ 
grim*  op  the 

wtht 
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was  their  great  fupport  wider  alt  difficulties  and  trials ; 
but  their  faith  (as  all  faith  that  is'  of  a  right  hind  does) 
held  out  to  tbe  end  of  their  days  ;  and  they  dl$d  in  a 
lively  and  comfortable  eiercife  of  it*  with  f£fpc&  to 
bldungs  thereafter  to  be  enjoyed  by  tbemfelves  in  a 
better  world,  as  well  as  by  their  poiteruy  in  this;  they 
not  having  been  a&ual  partakers  of  the  great  and  good 
things  promifrd,  neither  for  thcmfclves,  nor  for  their 
offspring,  as  they  no:  only  had  not  received  pofleffion 
of  the  prornifed  land  of  Canaan >  nor  lived  to  fee  innu¬ 
merable  defeendents  from  them;  but,  (which  their 
faith  principally  pitched  upon)  as  they  were  not  yet  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  heavenly  date  of  bleflednefs  and  glory,  nor 
had  feen'  the  pronufed  Saviour  aQually  fern  into  the 

world,  which  was  the  great  bleffing  ultimately  intend¬ 
ed  and  realized  by  faith  in  tbe  promises :  But  they  Taw 
them,  efpecially  relating  to  the  Meffiah,  by  an  eye  of 
faith,  as  things  which  certainly  would  be  accootplilhed, 
not  immediately,  but  at  a  great  diftance  of  time  to 
come  ;  and  they  underftood  the  meaning  of  them,  and 
difeemed  fbipething  of  the  wifdom,  power,  grade,  and 
faithfulneis  of ^3od,  that  Ihone  forth  in  the  promifes  of 
them  :  And  they  were  fully  convinced  and  fatisfied  in 
their  own  minds, ibat  they  were  the  true  fayings  of  God, 
and  fliould  infallibly  be  fulfilled  in  due  fcafon  :  And 
thereupon  they  fiducially  and  affectionately  received, 
and  joyfully  embraced  them,  in  tbeir  fpccial  reference 
to  the  Mefliah,  and  to  all  heavenly  happineCs  through 
him,  as  things  of  the  mod  excellent  mi  tare  and  of  the 
higheft  imporrimee ;  And  under  this  believing  view, 
perfuafion,  and  cordial  reception  of  them,  they  freely 
and  boldly  owned,  in  word  and  deed,  and  were  willing 
to  have  it  publicly  known,  as  is  exprefsly  recorded  oi 
jfbrohom  and  Jacob,  (Gen.  xxiit.  4,  and  xlvii.  9.)  that 
they  looked  upon  tbemfelves,  not  as  at  home  in  thi: 
world  ;  but  as,  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  aliens  and  foreign¬ 
ers,  whpfe  hearts  and  hopes,  interest  and  happlnefs 
were  not  placed  oh  any  of  its  concerns,  and  ys  travel¬ 
lers,  like  pilgrims,  palling  through  the  earth,  even  as 
In  a  literal  fenfe,  they  feverally  were  In  the  land  of  Ca 
naan ;  Ail  which  wag  a  lively  emblem  of  tbe  ftate  0 

God'; 

T  Ev 

“  be  believed  the  Lord,  aad  he  counted  : 
11  to  bin  for  rightcacfneft,”  wbkh  tbf  ape 
Hie  interpret,  with  relation  to  Abraham1 
faith  in  the  Mefliah  for  joflificatina,  (ayim: 
M  Abraham  btlicred  God,  anditwti  court 
“  cd  unto  him  lot  tighicMifneft.*1  (Kw 

"•  1*1 


H  O 

Uftee*  vfaich  they  looked  /hr  and  defirtd, 
10, id*  as  alb  the  MdCah,  r  m  whom 
**  *1]  muons  fanrid  be  hLeflcd  i”  For  we  ore 

toM,  Gen,  iv.  j,  tf,  tbe  place  he»  tdcnAl 
lay  that  t Jw  J-Otd  **  brought  Abraham  a* 
)*  bqwd,  and  /aid,  Icolc  now  toward*  he** 
ven,  and  tell  ihe  ftars,  if  thou  can  ft 
M  nurnbfr  them  5  to  thy  ftefl  be  aa4 


a.  xT> 


The  RprfHe-fa-tht  .39) 

&kPs_.  people.  to.  this  world  V  -eatery  one  of  them  may 
weltfoyjoitk  propriety,  as  Dtavid  I  am  aft  ranger 
with  tbev9  and  a  fey  earner  ^  as  all  my  fathers  o ieret  (Pf* 

t4  F«  Act  iX1™* 

dot  {*f  foch  <4  For  theft  ancient  faints,  and  all  -who,  with  like 
thian,  dtrhx  . faith  in  the  pwfflifeSj  fpeak  of  tbernfelves  as  (Irangera 

and  piJgrinM;Oii  the  earth,  do  hereby  both  profefledly 
and  cpnfttu&ively -make  it  manifeA  (wxl!  about  them, 
that,  -iaftchd-df  letting-  their  affections  on  this  world, 
or  rating  their  bappinefs  by  it,  or  wifbing  to  hare  their 
portion  and  to  live  always  in  it,  they  keep  in  view,  de- 
firc,  hope  for,  and  earneiU y  feck  after  their  heavenly 
Father’s  country,  (»*•■£**»  *»<■*»»)  a  large  and  delightful 
-place  of  abode,,  which,'  as  his  children  by  fpiritual 
birth,  is.  tiurir  own  native  home,  where  they  fliall 
dwelt  with  Fh{pi  for  ever.  .  ■ 

u  -Aad  truly  i  5  Aod.to  (hew  that  the  country,  winch  they  (b  di- 

m'u^iol^of  ihrt  ligehtly  fought,  and  were  going -to, .  was  not  their  for- 

from  mer  home  in  another  country  upon  earth,  ’Tis  very 
•htsewhty  amt  certain  that,  if  they  had  been  thoughtful  about  htfnker- 
faw  w* o'” j«r*  *nft  af,e,t:  anddefirous  to  return  to  Ur  of  the  Chaldees, 
tiioity  tb  harero'  their  original  country,  and  to  their  dear  friends,  rela- 
uimed;  tione,  audymffeffions  there,' from  which,  in  obedience 

to  God's  command.  Ah  rah  am  and  .his  wife,  ami  Ijaac 
and  Jacob  (as  iuctuded  in  them,  and  afterwards  ap¬ 
proving  of  what  -they  had  done)  cheerfully  departed  to 
go  into  the  prom i fed  land  of  .Canaan,  they  had  time 
and  liberty  enough,  and  might  eafily  have  found  means 
and  con venicncies  for  going  . back  with,  fafety  thither  $ 

'  the  way  to  it.  being  fhort,  and  cafyj  ami  there  being 
none  that  would'  have  oppofed  the  attempt. 

«6 .  flat  * .  .16  Bot  now,  even  while  they  had  opportunity,  if 

they  cbofe  it,  of  returning  to  t)ie  land  of  the  Chaldees , 

Mr^Mweoiy :  all  their  defiie  {as  that  of  every  true -believer  does)  tend-  _ 
wImicTor  God  is  ed  to,  and  ultimatcJyccntered  in,  a  nobler  fet clement 
IT  in  the tranfcefidetnly  more  excellent. world,  that  is  of 

CrdjflHrhc'kuh  'a difl^wht.and  fuUimer  narurc,  more  fancying,  gloii- 

ous>  stritl' abiding,  tlwn  that  co umry  which  they  had 
left,  and  would  not V^tun^o  ;  or  than  that  in  which 
they  now  were  Grangers  and  pilgrim*  ;  or  infixed  than 
any  orher^lhc  moft  plea  fan:  rhat  can  be  imagined  upon 

ear  (by  and  this  is  no  other  than  heaven  itfelf ,%  which 

is 


H  O 

-  ♦  This  cftttki  rhe  hlghdt  rriktiec  ihai 

the '  Fwriirehs  tad  a  revelation  and  pto* 
orTe  df  a  future  ftiie  of  flmy  in  hfaven  t 
For^odWr^i^  they  ***a1d  not  ta^e  looked  £7 
fttLh  “  iatitiljt  wittfc  buiidtr  ar.d  maker 


T  E*  ■  -  - 

i*  U  GoJ^  a*.  \t  is  fall  they  <Ud.  ver.  io. 
Ht>r  cnuul  Lbdyhayc  ha.i  inch  notvnf  of  lt> 
to  vo ^*3"  tHrir  v.jrntiUy  defining  and  (enting 
jiftrrSu  a?  we  .a to  h;."v.  s=d  ver*  r*. 
ihty  dkl*  Andlhough  Cau^n  vra  an  tad- 
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is  an  inheritance  incorruptible  ^  and  t indefikd^  and  that 
fadeth  not  away^  (i  Pet-  i.  4-)  And  as  their  beam  were 
fo  fct  upon  their  heavenly  inheritance,  in  preference  to 
ail  others;  ami  their  faith  was  the  evidence  of  things 
not  fecn*  us  well  as  the  fubfance  of  things  hoped  for% 

(ver.  1*)  fo  in  confluence  of  this,  though  not  for  any 
merit  in  it,  God  in  his  infinite  condefcention  and  love 
does  not  dil'daiii,  or  think  it  any  dithonoui  to  himfelf, 
to  be  in  a  peculiar  and  diftinguithing  manner  their  c» 
vcnant-Gotl  and  Father  ;  as  he  would/  if  he  had  no* 
thing  better  to  beftew  open  them,  than  the  good  things 
of  this  world;  and  efpccially,  if  he  left  them  in  afflic¬ 
ted  c  ire  umfhmces,  fo  deftitute  of  thofe  comforts,  as  they 
were  all  their  davs  :  But  he,  on  the  contrary,  counts 

j  '  ^ 

it  hi*  glory  to  be  their  God,  and  to  be  chimed,  and 
called  upon  by  them,  as  fu£h»  and  to  be  publicly  known 
by  this  title  in  the  world,  as  appears  by  his  faying  to 
Mofcs%  {Ex*  lib  6,  15.)  lam  the  God  of  Abraham ,  the 
God  of  JfaaCy  and  the  God  of  Jacob *  This  is  my  name 
for  ever)  and  this  is  my  memorial  unto  all  generations - 
And  he  ha$  given  the  fulleft  and  ftrongeft  evidence  of 
his  being  the*r  God5  and  owning  himiblf  to  be  fo : 
ForJ  according  to  his  fpecial  relation  to  them,  and  their 
faith  and  hope  in  him,  he  has  gracioufly  appointed,  hid 
out,  framed,  and  fitted  up  (=r«^r()  a  glorious  city  of 
habitation  for  their  whole  perfons,  foul  and  body  f ,  to 
dwell  in  with  himfelf,  even  a  building  of  God)  an  houfc 
mi  made  with  hands  ^  eternal  in  the  heavens*  (a  Cor* 
v*  1.  fee  the  note  there*) 

17  Now,  to  return  particularly  to  the  faith  of  Abra* 
kamf  in  fomc  remarkable  after- actings  of  ir  under  the 
molt  dillicuh  and  trying  circumftanefs  :  When  Abra¬ 
ham  had"in  the  foremen rioned  miraculous  manneP  ob¬ 
tained 


t  t  T,y  faith  A- 
hrahart?,  be 

was  tritfl,  ofu.cd 
up  UkdC:  ami 

that 


NOTES* 


ntfnt  type  of  heaven  j  yet  that  I  and  itfelf 
c 3 li Id  not  be  the  heavenly  country  here  in¬ 
tended  «  for  [1m  is  ollfd  ?  better  country, 
in  opposition  0*  that  in  which  they  were 
now  pilgrims,  and  which  they  theinfdvA 
never  i!:d  enpy ;  and  God  himfelf  h  laid  tb 
be  the  builder  and  maker  of  the  cby,  (vtx* 
10  )  which  be  prepared  for  them,  in  thb 
heavenly  con ruiy ;  whereas  Jerulalem,  in  the 
Und  of  Can nan,  was  built  by  tbc  bands  of 
men;  and  thofe  p^uiarchs  had  no  notice 
P'frn  them,  ibai  G$d  would  ever  prepare 
JtiiJi  a  ciiy  for  their  ova  pcrictftOD;  iw 
could  they  have  any  expectation  that  they 
thcmfelves  Hionld  wet  enjoy  it :  But  their 
fai;h  looked  to  the  heavenly  inheritance, 
\*h'tth  God  his  prtpared  fcrrticm  that  bvc 

hUn, 


f  God’j  faying  to  Mofet,  **  I  am  the 
“  Gad  of  Abraham,  and  the  Ocd  of  l&av, 
and  the  God  of  Jacob/'  long  after  they 
were  dead,  is  allnlgcd  by  our  Lord  himftlf, 
as  a  proof  of  the  j-ofiKrcittost  of  the  fauus 
to  ctsrnal  life,  Mat.  xxn*  31*  (tec  the  w«c 

there 5  and  tt>  God's  fi  preparing  for  them  a 
**  city/*  includes  a  rcfiirreftion  of  the  body 
to  immortal  glory,  at  well  a,  the  happtneis  <*f 
the  foul  iu  the  fall  enjoy  ment  of  God  to  alt 
eternity*  Accordingly,  fomc  of  the  ancient 
believers  are  fpoken  of,  us  ntpei^in^  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  better  rtdur  reel  ion,  (ver*  jj.)  and 
therefore  they,  brine  ttic^  Ions  of  Gml, 
might  well  he  laid  to  **  wait  for  the  adop- 
u  lion/*  to  wit,  14  rhe  redemption  of  ;ho 
41  body/*  as  the  apr^ie  (peak*  Me* 
Teflaaa cni-bclicvcrs,  ftoJi.  viii>  13* 
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fadmcircd  tainwl  a  fon  by  his  wife  SanzJt^  (ver-  1 1,  12,}  and  was, 

^d^l^only  ^or  ^  froinent  trial  and  proof  of  the  finefrity 

Wjoucp /^;  ami  Strength  of  Ins  Liith,  levs,  and  obedience,  called  to 

offer  him  up  as  a  bur  at  offering  to  God,  and  to  facrU 
ficc  him  with  lus  own  hand*  even  his  beloved  fun  /- 
jat jc  '^t  (Gen*  Jcxif-  1,  2.)  He  readily  obeyed  the  di* 
vir,e  order,  to  as  in  good  earneft  to  refolve,  and  do 
what  in  him  lay,  to  exeemt*  it,  notwithftanding  all  that 
unbelief  might  have  fuggefled  againft  it ;  and,  having 
prepared  all  things  for  it,  he  would  actually  have  flam 
him,  as  he  was  jitfl  at  the  point  of  doing,  had  not  a 
counter  command,  by  an  immediate  voice  from  heaven 
at  that  very  inftam:,  prevented  it-  {Gen*  xxii.  11,  12*) 
And  ibis  great  believer,  who  had  been  favoured  with, 
and  had  embraced  and  (irrhiy  depended  upon,  the  pro* 
miles  uf  what  great  and  good  things  God  would  do  for 
him  and  hts  feed,  and  efpccially  upon  the  grand  com- 
prehtnfjve  pronnfe,  which  was  often  repeated,  relating 
to  the  coming  of  the  Mefiiah  himfelf  through  Ifiiacr$ 
loins,  did  neverthelefs,  by  another  aft  of  faith  on  the 
fupreme  and  difputablc  authority  of  God,  as  command* 
ing  irf  freely  reGgn  and  offer  him  up  as  a  facrifice  to 
the  Lord,  in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  even  this 
his  dearly  beloved  and  only  begotten  fon  by  Sar'ah^ 
and  the  only  fon  of  his  hopes,  according  to  the  promi* 
fes,  which  were  to  be  fulfilled  by  means  of  this  fonf 
or  not  at  alt# 


i4  Of  whom  it 

wi*  laid ,  Tb*L  in 
lii*C  fnatl  iby 
fced  be  'Called  i 


18  Concerning  which  very  font  God,  to  comfort 
Abraham  at  his  being  obliged  to  part  with  lfomasl%  fdiA 
to  him,  [iicn.  xxi.  12,}  In  I/aacJhalltky  feed  be  called  ; 

thereby 


NOTE, 


*  Though  Abraham  wa*  prevent  «'d  exe¬ 
cuting  his  in  u;>  l!;ae;  yet 

he  fully  mttminl  it*  fet  about  it*  and  w<tu’d 

undoubted  tv  haw  rfoce  it-  in  Jo 

^  • 

the  divine  c;-tvt cn hid  Vc  not  bc-n  re- 
I'.rafccd  nflhe  critical  jimflurc  by  a  voilee 
fronihcawn;  and  bis  proceeding  lb  far,  as 
h-t  d^d  in  the  inrcgiry  of  Ms  htan*  was  ac- 
cq'lcd  in  the  divine  omftructi'm,  as  if  he 
had  lfo't\  hrmT  a*  appears  from  the 

that  is  giver,  of  the  prohibition  in  the 
rest  words;  for  (l  now  I  know  that  thon 
i4  leareft  Ond,  feeing  thou  haft  not  with- 

**  held  thy  fen*  thine  only  fen  from  me/* 
(i*cn.  xxtt.  p,— ii*)  — 'fhc  circndcs  of  di- 
r:::e  rrvdztfen  have  made  hideous  nutevies 
nuainft  thus  com  maud  of  GodT  and  dbra- 
fMirt*s  obedience  to  it-  Hitt  though  it  would 
have  been  indeed  a  munkrvus  aft  in  Abra* 
him  to  focttfice  his  lbnT  unids  he  had  rmiv- 
et  a  p,>fitive  commit:  tl  from  tor  it;  flr.cl 
l  u<  iugh,  with  out  tit  is  u  i  v  \  lie  v.**  t  u  u:  a  uct:l  ;cr 


hU  pioy  tov.-jird  God,  nor  Ms  natunl  a(Tot'» 
lion,  especially  to  Xcch  a  fen,  wonld  hav* 

fullered  him  deliberately  to  ttefign  and  go 

ahont  it;  yet  as  lac  uas  fere  that  God  had 

commanded  it*  and  as  QixHtas  an  alifeluie 

and  pnoonirolhhle  to  order  t be  taking 

away  of  any  man’s  life  by  w  hat  means  nr  in— 

ftru merits  ho  by  the  knife  or  the 

fword*  as  well  as  hy  the  pcUtle:ice  acd  other 

tpjbifr't  wlut  Ahralnm  did*  and  was  about 

to  do*  *«)is  every  way  both  jnftihatih:  and 

conimcr.<khje,  as  »  was  a  mere  afl  of  the 

and  mo!l  felf -denying  obedience  to 

God’s  p V*i n  command.  And  this  can  never 

be  drjwo  in;o  precedent  for  anyone*  that 

has  no  foch  plain  *nd  exprefs  command  from 

Goii*  to  take  jwav  iht  ifinoccot  Hfc  ^c>f  ano- 
*  ■ 

tJier*  aay  n?orr  than  a  private  perfeo  can  be 
U'arrastcd  to  kill  ann:bcr,  without  the  au- 
thouiy  of  :he  ci'.vl  masjiftratc,  who  has  a 
ri^inr  to  ortjrr.  his  execaLioner  10  put  ciiini* 
i^U  lu  tlCdlh* 
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ip  Accounting 
that  C<k1  wa>  a- 
Lie  to  raife  h 
op,  CT.’n  from 
the  dud  j  from 
whence  aifa  he 
received  him  in  a 
figure* 


so  By  ftlrb  1- 
blcffed  Jacob 
and  Etui  coo- 
erming  thing*  to 
com* 


The  Epiflis  to  the  Hebrews  perapbrafed* 

thereby  alluring  him*  that  it  was  not  by  the  fcn  rt 
Hagar  the  bond- woman*  nor  by  any  other  of  his  own 
fons  ;  but  only  by  this  foa  of  Sarah  eh,;  free- worn  an, 
(Oaf.  iv<  30.)  that  the  promife  fhouU  he  fulfilled, 
which  he  had  made  of  an  innumerable  pofterity,  that 
fliould  be  called  to  inherit  both  temporal  and  fpi ritual 
hillings,  and  particularly  the  great  promife  of  :!;c 
MeiEah'ji  proceeding  from  his  loins  according  to  the 
llefhj  in  whom  his  fpi  ritual  feed  of  all  nations  Ihuult! 
be  biefled*  through  faith  in  him, 

19  But  nocwSchttanding  ail  thole  heavy  damps  upon 
his  own  love  to*  and  believing  hopes  about  this  fon  of 
the  promife,  and  ail  thofe  feeming  i neon fiftencies  with 
the  pro  mi  ft:  itfelf,  which  was  the  molt  touching  and 
grievous  trial  of  his  faitb  that  can  be  imagined*  he 
made  no  difficulty  of  reviving,  and  attempting  to  do 
what  God  had  commanded  him*  in  this  moit  uni) ac¬ 
countable  inftance  ;  he  having  reafoned  ant!  concluded 
{\*ytTxutv e^)  in  the  eiercife  of  his  faith*  that  if  he  were 

to  obey  the  divine  order  in  facriftcing  his  foil,  God,  to 
whom  all  things  are  poffible,  could  eafily  raife  him  to 
life  again;  and,  in  cafe  the  promife  could  not  ocher- 
wife  be  fulfilled,  would  certainly  give  him  back  to  him 
by  a  timely  lefurreftion,  even  from  the  dead  ;  from 
whence,  to  fpeafc  in  a  figurative  way,  {**^*£1*^  he 
accordingly  did  receive  him  to  life,  who  had  been  in 
the  very  article  of  death  devoted  to  it,  and  given  up 
as  a  dead  fon  without  the  leatt  hope  to  the  contrary : 
And  as  he  had  before  received  him  from  his  own  am! 
Sarah's  dead  bodies,  as  it  were  from  the  dead,  fo  this 
was  receiving  him  again  in  the  finnlitude  of  a  refur* 
reftion  from  the  dead,  and  that  as  a  type  of  the  death 
and  refurreftioti  of  Chrift,  the  only  begotten  Son  of 
Gocl,  and  of  the  refurreftion  of  true  believers  to  eternal 
life,  through  him* 

20  It  was  by  faith  in  the  promife  of  God  to  Ifaac 
himfclf,  {Gen*  xxvi*  4*)  as  well  as  to  his  father  Abra¬ 
ham  and  his  feed,  and  in  the  divine  fuggeftion,  which 
fecrctly  direfted  his  mind  and  lips  to  give  fonb  pro¬ 
phetic  p  red!  ft  ion  5  to  his  two  Tons  *,  that  he  firft,  tho* 

unwit- 

T  E. 

ChrifV,  for  hrinjpnj  a  ho  it  the  jjwat  wort  c 1 
redemption  by  him*  ii*  1  j  And  ilu/ 

UW,  either  not  ha.¥in^  heard,  or  not  on- 
dcntuoflj  ot  not  duly  an  prided  to,  God's  clt- 
chtrauori  to  Rebrrca,  rhat  (t  Redder 
**  ierve  the  ywsMjcr/'  (Gen*  jl\*.  13.;  de¬ 
railed  |<i  Mti*  as  flic  fait  Lorn,  bat 

through  dsceptioir  Lk-f1tf3  Jacob,  ircrtej:!  of 

him,  Gen.  ivii.  — is,  m  be 


N  O 

1  Though  tt  mttft  lx  acknowledged f  rbat 
Rebecca’s  ir'tui  asd  fallacious  iTiaiiJ^cmcriT, 
to  obtain  the  bltflingfoi  Jacob,  (Gen,  xxvii. 

<J,— 1+, )  wus  by  00  iMc^ns  jiirnfiabk',  or  fu 

to  be  imitated  ill  my  Other  c^ic  ;  yet  God 
OTtr-nikd  lrf  in  his  in  finitely  wife  and  hofy 
provide nct^,  for  fulfilling  Ilia  own  gracious 
purpose  and  promife  relating  To  Jacob,  as  he 

did  1 he  tutifpincics  of  the  Jew#  a^iait 
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»i  By  faith  Ja- 
;ifb,  when  he  ms 
a -dying,  bltfied 

both  the  Tons  of 

Joiephj  U)4  wor- 
nipptfd  itanwj 
upon  the  ton  of 
im  Gaft 


unwittingly  as  to  the  perfon  lie  was  then  fptaktng  ro, 
pronounced,  according  ro  God*$  own  fovcrcign  deter¬ 
mination,  the  chief  hi  tiling  upon  Jacob  hin  younger 
fon,  which  naturally  belonged  to  the  fiffUborn,  and  in-* 
eluded  Inch  as  were  both  temporal  and  /pi ritual ;  and 
afterwards,  he,  by  the  fame  prophetic  fpirit,  pronoun* 
ceJ  only  the  bldlings  of  this  world  upon  Efau\  both 
which  benedictions  related  to  things,  which  he  be¬ 
lieved  would  take  place  upon  their  refpeftive  offsprings 
for  generations  to  come,  and  which  were  accordingly 
fulfilled  in  toiwiaw^meictes  to  Jacoby  and  temporal 
ones  to  £fou, 

71  As  Jacoby  the  covenant-foil  of  Jfaac%  lived,  fohe 
died,  in  an  exerdfe  of  faith  on  the  promifesof  his  God, 
who*  by  the  angel  of  the  covenant,  had  been  with  him 
ail  his  life  longh  and  redeemed  him  from  clleviiy  and 
who  he  believed  would  bring  his  pofterity  to  the  land 
of  Canaany  and  fulfil  his  prom i ft s  to  rnem*  {Gen* 
xiviii.  15,  16,  11*)  JTwas  by  this  faith,  that  tbe  vene¬ 
rable  patriarch,  when,  through  the  infirmities  of  ex* 
treme  old  age,  he  was  very  feeble,  and  drew  near  to  the 
grave,  prayed  in  a  folemn  manner  for,  and  by  a  pro 
phctic  fpirit  foretold,  bk  flings  that  fhould  come  upon 
his  grand-children,  Ephraim  and  Manajfeh^  the  two 
fons  of  Jofeph\  and  defignedly  crofting  his  hands,  un¬ 
der  divine  dir  eft  ion,  fo  as  to  lay  his  right  hand  upon 
the  head  of  Ephraim  t  the  younger  brother,  who  was 

his  left,  and  his  left  band  on  the  head  of 
tbe  elder,  who  was  placed  at  bis  right 
pronounced  n  bl effing  upon  each  of  them, 
declaring,  in  humble  confidence,  that  God 
would  blefs  them,  that  though  both  fhoold  be  great, 

the  younger  (hould  be  greater  than  the  elder,  {Gen* 

xlviii- 

T  E. 

as,  ytt,  more  then  tern pnnl  blcitings :  For 
jamb’s  whole  life  was  full  of  troubles,  and 
neither  he,  nor  hi*  polity  in  general,  ]:ii 
Jo  much  affluence  of  temporal  advantage  as 
Efau  and  hit  feed  had.  Hut  Jacob1*  hlcf- 
!iug  war  thi;t  oi  the  c:jirenant^hirt bright 
Abraham'*  family*  which  included  not  only 
a  prolife  of  the  Und  of  Cknaan,  but  alfo 
of  the  Meffiah,  and  of  the  Jpkintal  bldlin^a 
which  (hould  be  derived  from  him,  a*  that 
feed  of  Abraham  bl  whom  all  ration* 
liioutd  be  blcffcd.  And  therefore  Efa u  it 
fitted  0  juvphttfft  ptrfony  which  ifllimr.Lcs  an 
iirdigunu  (Ctrl  per  in  him,  for  felling  thi* 
birthright,  (Hebtrii  16,  fee  the  note  tneir,) 
Accordingly,  the  b  Idling,  which  fthac  after* 
ward  pronounced  upon  him,  Gen.  jcxvti*  39, 
was  merely  of  a  temporal  nature# 


placed  at 
Mcnsffeh^ 
hand,  he 
diftinftiy 


N  o 

bltfl  him  wuh  faith  in  the  promise  which  God 
had  madctohimjUt’i  tbiti  he  would  make  his 
41  feed  mtiitipfy,  as  the  fl^rs  of  heaven,  and 
4*  tftisc  ii>  hU  feed  dioulj  all  the  nation?  of 
**  ihc  earth  be  bkiled,*  (Gen*  xitri,  4,}  and 
be  might  Mete  Jacob,  a>  (irmly  believing  that 
the  immediate  impulie  he  was  under  to  biefs 
the  fou  then  before  him,  was  indeed  from 
G  vi,  and  that  God  wn;:ld  certainly  confer 
the  bldfing  which  he  was  prompted  to  pro* 
n ounce  upon  him  in  a  way  of  piaycr  and 
prophecy*  Accord  i  n  gly ,  when  h  c  a  ft  it  war  ds 
found,  that,  contrary  to  his  own  intention, 

be  bad  bkiTLd  Jacob  infleul  of  fi-iui,  his 
feiih  entirely  ae^mefeed  in  it,  (hying,  44  X 
(*  have  bkllcd  him,  yea,  aud  he  ifcill  be 
**  blcflld,"  (Ceo*  xtvii*  £3- 1— -This  pro¬ 
phetic  bcnodifiton  included  Spiritual,  a$  well 
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xlviii.  1 5,— jo,)  and  fo  it  wa^  in  the  event,  as  it  after - 
ward  appeared  at  the  numbering  of  ihe  tribes,  when 
Ephraim's  was  found  to'  be  greater  than  Manajfch's* 
{Numb*  i*  30, — 35.)  ;  anti  Jacob  folemnly  worshipped 
God*,  in  the  moil  reverent  pollute  he  could,  by  bow¬ 
ing  hb  head,  and  fupponing  himfclf  on  the  top  01  his 

ix  Ry  r*-th  J ft-  22  To  take  notice  of  only  one  inftance  more  in  the 

,  it  was  by  faith  in 

tun  oft  h ■™ -ricpxi the  promile  made  to  Abraham^  ( Gen  sv.  13,  14.)  th-it 
of  ilic  chd-  Jofcphy  one  of  the  darling  ions  uf  Jacoby  whofe  faith 
and"  give* held  out  amidft  sill  the  adverfity  and  prosperity  he  had 
mandinc  *t  cim-  paflVd  through  in  Egypt  t  when  he  drew  near  his  end, 
ceruiiigbU  bones*  recollected  and  reminded  his  brethren,  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  their  faiths  which  is  the  evidence  of  things  not 
fieriy  (ver,  1.)  that  though  he,  who  had  been  their  pro- 
t  eel  or,  was  Toon  to  die,  and  after  his  deceafe  they  would 
beexpofedto  great  bardlbips  and  oppolititm  from  the 
Fgyptiansy  yet  God,  in  his  appointed  time,  Woo’d 
furely  vifit  them  in  bis  faithful nefs  and  kindnef3,  and 
bring  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt ,  and  carry  them 
1 into,  the  landy  which  he /ware  to  Abraham^  to  IfaaCy  and 
to  Jacob :  And  as  he  firmly  believed  this,  fo,  in  icfti- 
mony  of  his  faith-  concerning  it,  {Gen*  1*  24,  25,)  he 
ftri&ly  charged  his  brethren,  taking  an  oath  of  them, 
to  embalm  his  dead  body,  and  prefer ve  it  in  a  fafe  re- 
pofitory,  while  they  (hould  continue  in  Egypt  ?  and 
that  whenever  God  (hould  bring  them  out,  as  he  furtly 
would,  from  thence,  and  give  them  poffcflion  of  the 
prom i fed  land,  they  (hould  then  take  fpecial  care  to 
carry  his  bones  along  with  them,  and  bury  them  there  ; 
which  order  he  gave  in  token  of  this  hope  of  a  refur- 
reckon  to,  the  eternal  inheritance,  of  which  the  land 
of  Canaan  was  a  fignat  type,  as  well  as  that  they 
would  certainly  he  put  into  polTefficm  of  that  hud* 

Mof«  wlt^he  2 3  When,  by  the  good  providence  of  God,  Mofet% 
1  wa*  that  great  and  eminent  lawgiver,  was  born,  who  was  to 

be 

NOT  R* 

*  This  psflTije  U  quoted  from  Gen,  Uvii.  which  are  cxprrfcly  fa  id  to  be  after  that  ami 
31*  which  **£  itanihrc,  14  Ifrad  bowed hhn-  finue  other  Gen*  xlviL  31  sn-il 

M  teif  upon  the  bed's  'head."  But  as  the  xtvltL  i,  dte.  And  therefore  lit-,  nmft  pni- 
Uebrew  word  (ns^)  rendered  flgr.ifies,  b»bly,  waa  fating  either  on  his  hed-fidc,  uv 
according  to  different  pointings  abed,  or  on  u  cmich,  *>r  in  a  chair,  under  the  infirm  j- 
a  ftafl*  trie  apoflle  fpeaks  of  it  ai  a  ftafT,  and  ties  of  decreed  old  a^e,  which,  in  tie 
lb  it  frauds  in  the  verf:on«  of  the  Syriac  and  whole,  amounted  10  an  hundred  and  fcr:y* 
the  .Seventy  ;  and  it  fetms  from  all  riremn-  feren  years,  Gen,  xlvii.  18*  and,  that  he 
fiance*  nod  natural  to  ukc  it  in  this  feme:  mioh!  pay  his  adorations  10  abouing  pofturv. 
For,  according  to  the  hiftorr,  Ifvacl’s  bw*  he  flip  purred  himildf  hy  leaning  on  the  top 
iny.  himftlf  in  a  way  of  divine  adoration*  of  hi*  *  jibing  fcff,  vs  nut  being  able  to  do 
here  fj taken  of,  was  before  he  was  tick,  and  it  frandtDg,  or  kneeling* 
b&njrc  hw  bkflcti  Jofeph’s  foils,  both  of 


fpb,  w'hcn  he 
did*  in:d*  men* 


J 


period  of  time  frogi  Noah  to  IMofcs 


Ch.  xi.  TheEpiJlte  to  the  IIe brews  paraphrased, 


was  bomtwa*  hid 
three  mol,  it  is  of 
hi*  pareo%  be* 
ciiUV  fluty  law 

it  Witt  a  pjtfcr 

child;  and  they 
uric  not  afrjiJ 
of  the  ki-^s 
fluuimicdjiCiit, 


be  a  remarkable  type  of  Chrift,  as  the  great  ruler  and 
deliverer  of  IJraeiy  and  the  prophet  which  the  Lord  their 
God  would  raife  up  unto  tkem^  (A£U  iii.  22,)  It  was  by 
faith  that  his  parents*  the  lather  concurring  with  the 
mother*  conceals  a  his  birth,  and  kept  him  in  fome  pri¬ 
vate  place,  till  he  was  a  quarter  of  a  year  old,  waiting 
for  a  convenient  opportunity  to  difpofe  of  him  in  fuch 
a  way  as  God  might  litieci  them  to,  for  the  pitferva* 
tion  of  his  life  in  thofe  perilous  days,  This  they  at¬ 
tempted  by  laying  him  in  a  fort  of  cradle,  or  open  chert, 
made  of  bulruihcs,  and  plaiftered  with  dime  or  pitch 
to  prevent  the  watei's  fucking  into  it ;  and  ihert  lodged 
it  in  a  cinder  of  flags,  which  grew  on  the  brink  of  the 
river  v  where  Pharoah* 5  daughter  providentially  coming, 
and  feeing  his  beauty,  and  hearing  his  cries,  was  mo* 
ved  with  companion  towards  him,  and  took  care  of 
him,  as  though  he  bad  been  her  own  child.  [Ex*  ii* 
1, — 10*)  That  which  influenced  his  parents  to  cart  him 
upon  providence,  in  this  manner,  for  h;s  prefei  vation 
was,  btcaufe  his  countenance  ilruck  them  with  admira¬ 
tion,  and  engaged  their  tendereft  aQcflUm  to  him, 
when  they  obferved  that  he  was  an  extraordinary  beau¬ 
tiful  child*,  and  very  promifmg,  by  his  furpnfmgly 
amiahle  afptcl,  for  fome  great  eminence  in  his  day; 
and  fo  might  prove  the  happy  iuftrument  of  IfnteFw  de¬ 
liverance  out  of  their  hard  bondage,  which  they  be¬ 
lieved  would  certainly  be  brought  about  by  fome  He¬ 
brew,  whom  God  would  raife  up  fur  that  glorious 
purpofe,  according  to  his  promifesj  and  by  means  of 
this  faith,  and  their  fearing  God  rather  th»n  man,  they, 
like  the  religious  midwives,  (Ex*  i.  ty.)  were  not  a- 
fr*id  to  run  the  rifkof  their  own  iives,  by  endeavouring 
to  five  the  life  of  this  urn,  and  fo  tr poling  thrmfclves 
to  the  wrath  of  Phardoh  For  difobeying  his  barbarous 
edict,  which  he  jilued  out  f,  commanding  the  mid¬ 
wives 


N  g 

*  A  frnptr  (*rrtfr)  figmlics  ito  e's- 
'te-dmp  beiirtfnl  or  comely  child,  and  in 
Afls  vih  10*  Moles  is  fckl  fo  have  "been 

exceeding  fair,  (ariw*  to  feiw?)  vrhich,  lite¬ 
rally  rendered,  as  we  have  it  in  the  mjrfrn, 
figoiticf  f  dr  to  God ,  and  may  intimate  tb.it 

he  **  lair  in  the  fitfht  of  God,M  or  was 
of  ionic  divinely  beautiful  form*  whh  an 
tiucommon  lustre  in  Ins  counieiiiiic*. 

f  At  the  time  of  Motes1*  birth,  hhannh’s 
cruel  edift  f^r  killing  all  the  mulc*cbildr«i 
thst  OmuKI  be  horu  tn  the  Hebrews,  was  in 
foil  force,  and  was,  douhdvfs,  trutculcd 
far  u  pofCbtr,  lviili  the  utroott 
ucfj  and  jcvcrhy;  yet  as  no  frbulity  or 


T  1£. 

power  of  man  c:tn  prevail  again  ft  the  coun* 
fH  the  w:'of<i  kingdom  role%  over 

siH;  fb  he  tout  care  mat  the  blood -thirl ty 
dcli^n  fhoiild  not  be  brought  to  pals  in  cau 
oil’  Mo'et ;  And  i  j*  evident  that  after* 

ward?,  by  the  i»ver'iiiltajr  pr-ivkleiice  of 

God,  lbs*  oomina«irf:ncnt  of  the  king  <ai± 
fome  w*ay  or  other  rehxed,  or  ticfca:<4 ;  for 
tithcnvifa  the  Israelites  could  not  lure  fo  pn>- 
digic-ull?  be  vest'd,  as  they  did,  irrmi  the 
rime  of  the  tdr[t  nr  Moles  to  the  rinre  of  his 
tui:i£  fan*  tii  fain?  them  out  of  E^ypt*  he 
then  remold*  ?j  ivc  arc  in- 

lurin-tdj  Jisc.  vii.  7. 


3^ 


7U  Epijlle  to  the  Hebrews  paraph  rated. 


Cfa. 


xi 


*4  By  frit  1 1 
Molts,  whe?t  he 
wis  come  to 
▼ears,  refuted  to 
be  tailrd  the  /bn 
of  Phan  oil’s 

daughter ; 


%$  Choofing  ra- 
thtr  to  TmEer  af¬ 
fliction  w«h  the 
people  of  Oixt, 
than  to  enjoy  (he 
ptaaiurt*  of  /In 
for  a  feafon  * 


x6  EOceming 
the  reproach  of 
Chrift  greater 
riches  th»3  the 
ticafures  in  B- 
gypt :  for  he  had 
r e’brCl  xinto  the 
naxnpence  of 
tlicic«arU# 


wives  and  all  bis  people  to  deflroy  every  male  that 

fbould  be  born  of  the  Hebrews*  (Ex-  i*  15*  i6t  12*) 

24  When  rhis  famous  Mofes  himfdf  grew  up  to 
maturity  of  ftature,  age  and  under  (landing,  and  to 
great  attainments  in  wifdoni,  learning,  and  dignity,  and 
fo  became  every  way  truly  great,  (*»>*(}  by  the  time 
he  was  forty  years  old  ;  {Ads  vii.  22*  23*)  It  was  by 
faith  in  the  promt fes  made  to  Abraham,  Jfaact  and  Jac;^ 
his  covenant-anchors,  and  in  the  invifible  things  of  a 
better  world,  that  he  bravely  defpifed  and  rejefted  the 
honours  and  advantages,  even  to  his  probably  fucceed* 
ing  to  the  Egyptian  crown,  that  might  arife  from  being 
looked  upon,  owned  and  treated,  as  the  adopted  fan  of 
fo  great  a  princefe  as  Pharaoh* $  daughter;  (See  the 
note  on  Adt  vii.  23.)  And  he  was  defirous  to  be  known 
by  the  defpicable  name  of  an  HtbreW}  notwithstanding 
all  the  harrifhips  ami  difgrace  which  that  people  were 
then  fubjeft  to,  rather  than  to  abandon  their  God  and 
their  religion,  and  to  be  fpoken  of  and  regarded  under 
the  high  pompous  title  of  her  fon:  He  accordingly  quit* 
ted  the  court,  and  all  its  magnificence,  and  made  the 
concerns  of  his  afflifted  brethren  his  own,  as  one  who 
determined  to  take  his  lot  with  them  ; 

25  lleucuncing,  with  a  generous  difdain,  all  tbofc 
tempting  allurements  to  flefti  and  fenfe  ;  becaufe,  in  the 
exercife  of  his  faith,  he  rather  chafe  to  undergo  the  fe¬ 
vered  fufterings  and  troubles  with  God's  own  peculiar 
people  in  their  opprefied  and  calamitous  circum fiances, 
than  to  gratify  the  fl^fh  with  an  enjoyment  of  all  rhe 
grandeur,  affluence,  and  fenfual  pleafures  of  a  pompous, 
idolatrous,  and  luxurious  court,which  were  a]]  defiling, 
uncertain,  fadings  and  perilling;  which  could  be  bur 
of  very  fhort  continuance,  and  could  not  be  indulged 
without  Gtming  again  ft  God,  and  thereby  expoGng 
himfelf  to  everlafling  wrath  and  ruiti- 

26  Such  was  his  faith  in  the  MeJJiahy  who  fhould 
fpring  from  the  feed  of  Abraham ,  and  be  their  Saviour, 
that,  upon  deliberately  weighing,  and  putting  in  ba- 
lance  the  word  of  religion  againft  che  bell  of  this  world, 
he  formed  this  account,  that  the  hcavieft  contempt, 
fcorn,  and  denfion,  with  all  the  perfecutions  that  natu¬ 
re  Hy  follow  them,  and  were  aft  u  ally  endured  by  the 
JfraetiteSt  or  that  could  be  inflt&ed  upon  bimfelf  for 
the  fake  of  Chrift  and  his  faith  in  him,  whom  God 
would  anoint  to  be  the  only  fpiritual  and  efleftual  Ke- 
deemer  of  his  people,  and  on  whom  all  their  reproach* 
es  and  fufferinga  ultimately  fell,  as  he,  their  head,  ac¬ 
counts  them  to  be  done  to  bimfelf :  {Ads  ix*  4.)  All 

thi*> 
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this,  whatfoever  others  might  think  of  it,  he  efteemed* ** 
to  be  a  richer  gain  for  the  glory  of  God,  ami  the  good 
of  his  church  and  of  his  own  foul,  than  the  greatest 
emoluments,  products,  anti  advantages  of  the  fruitful 
land,  and  Splendid  court  of  Egypt  could  be  to  him* 
were  they  oil  in  his  own  poflclfiou  :  For  he  by  faith 

looked  off  from  all  thoie  perifliing  riches*  00 
one  hand,  and  beyond  all  thofe  temporal "hardfhips,  on 
the  other;  and  found  the  fweeteft  Support  in  his  hope 
of,  and  looking  forward  to,  the  imtnonalctown  of  glo¬ 
ry,  which  he  realized,  as  reltrved  for  him  in  heaven  ; 
and  which  he  well  knew  would  amply  recompenfe,  and 
abundantly  more  than  make  amends  for  all  the  reproach¬ 
es,  wants,  and  fufferings  he  might  undeigo,  for  the  fake 


By  fsjdi  he 

for  look  Egypt, 
not  fearing  ihc 
tfntH  of  the 
tin  fr ;  for  he  en- 
durH  as  feeing 
|i:t  who  is 

f  |l4WtC« 


of  a  good  confciencei  in  his  purfuit  of  it  *♦ 

2 7  It  was  accordingly  by  frith  in  the  command  and 
promife  of  God,  when  he  (cut  him  to  deliver  his  peo¬ 
ple  out  of  the  land  of  the  Egypt  iat?sy  and  to  bring 
them  to  a  good  land,  ( Ex *  iii.  6, — 1 2,)  that,  about  for* 
ty  years  alter  +  he  had  iled  fiom  the  face  of  Pharaoh^ 
into  the  land  of  Midian^  ( Ex -  ii*  15-  and  vti.  7*  com- 


pred  with  AEtr  vii*  23, — 30.)  he  returned  to  Egypt  \ 
and  when  Pharaoh%  under  the  heat  of  nfentment  at 


the  many  plagues  which  had  been  inflicted,  laid  to  him, 
Git  thou  from  me,  and  fee  my  face  no  marcs  for  in  that 
day  thou  fcefl  my  face  then  jball  die,  Mvfcs  was  fo  far 
from  being  terrified,  that  he  replied  with  an  unfhaken 
boldnefs  of  faith,  Thou  haji  f oken  well*  I  vjW/cc  thy 
face  again  no  morey  (iix.  x.  2$y  29*)  and  thereupon 
he  immediately  departed  from  the  pidencc  of  the  king* 
and  foon  after  took  his  final  leave  of  Egypt ,  to  lend  the 


children 


NOTES* 


*  This  <(  refpeft  to  the  recompciitc  of 

**  reward/*  could  not  rcUtit  10  an  iultcri-' 
tasjce  in  (ht  land  oi  Qnun,  a*  fame  would 
:  For  Moles  had  no  divine  warrant  to 
fjpport  bis:  faith  and  hope  of  penonallv  re¬ 
viving  thU  reward  ;  and  he  was  never  nifFi:r- 
ed  to  enter  into  lint  land;  hut  in  cafe  he 
Jrjt],  he  could  not  htve  eatpefted  greater 
Irtufuresof  an  earthly  nature  there,  than  he 
formerly  bad  the  fairdt  profpeOs  of  in 
F.^ypt ;  and  be  could  never  think  it  worth 
hU  while  to  expuJe  him  ft  If  to  the  greateft 
reproaches  and  perfecutions  for  the  fake  of 
i:tJ  exchange  of  theft,  TbU  feareprnte  if 
rti'Ard  therefore,  which  be  bad  arerpeifi  to, 
U  cvi.Ientif  the  Citne  with  ibt  city,  uthUk  h&i 
/jwqirtfraf,  and  the  hcavmij  a&ntfyt  that 
are  fpoken  cf,  ter,  io*  jtf,  as  what  his  be¬ 
lieving  aiiedWs  had  taoked  for,  and  deft* 
red ;  and  fo  (hews,  that  be,  u  well  u  they, 


bad  revelation  of,  ainl  had  faith  2nd  hope 
idling  to.  a  future  fhtr  of  I^ppliicfi  in 
heaven  :  And  I ti i ?  is  called  thz  TttvMpCrttt  f 
Tct r.vrif,  not  at  though  it  were  rented,  or 
firi ted,  by  any  or.c's  faith*  futH-ring*,  and 

oi.^  iurtcc;  h:ii  i;  is  a  Ho*  gift  of  God, 

which  hr  in  ii;frnt.e  wifiloni  and  graC'  freely 

for  Chrifl's  iake,  upon  hi<  fo  flexing 
ft  flairs  m  a  return  o'  biddings  upon  them* 
that  over  baUncc  all  thetr  flittering  for  hiss* 
and  arc  Mv.rfty  tviiforrvd  upui  them  zUc r  aU 
their  cri-sh  me  ended*  (See  Roin*  vi,  ag* 
and  viiL  ifl.) 

t  ThU  rttare*  not  to  his  firft  flight  from 
Pharaoh,  when,  uptm  Lis  Jbim  the 

Egyptian,  be  feared  rhar  Pbanudi  having 
heard  o:  it  wcmM  flay  him,  (Ex*  ii,  14,  tj.) 
hut  to  his  i’.'CEnd  dcpjrtvire  fr:m  pharaoh* 
after  he  vra-'  fe«t  to  deliver  the  children  of 
liVaci  out  of  their  bondage  £x,  vii*  x> 
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st  Thro»  faith 
he  kept  the  psf- 
ibver,  wd  the 
ipnnklbg  of 
blood,  left  he 
that  deftrofcU 
the  firtt  *  bnrn 
AiouU  touch 
ill  cm. 


children  of  Ifrael  out  from  thence,  ckfencelefsand  un¬ 
armed  as  they  were  >  he  not  being  in  the  Jcaft  daunted 
by  the  fevers  thnratnings  of  thar  haugnry  monarch; 
no,  nor  afterwards  by  his  mad  fury,  when,  like  an  en¬ 
raged  and  mercilefs  tyrant,  he  followed  the  Ifraetites 
with  a  powerful  army  to  revenge  himfdf  upon  them  in 
their  utrer  destruction.  Nothing  of  this,  kind  moved 
him,  or  made  him  afraid  of  going  forward  in  obeduri^c 
to  God’s  command,  [Ex*  xiv*  15.)  but  he  was  bold  and 
courageous,  amidtt  all  difficulties  and  dangers,  while 
a  mighty  pursuing  hod  was  behind  them,  and  the  red- 
fea  before  them  ;  nod  in  rhe  drength  of  his  fairh  he 
laid  to  the  people,  Fear  ye  not ;  fraud  fri]I,  and  fee  thj 
falvition  of  the  Lord  :  {Ex*  xiv.  13,)  For  he  endured 
the  terrors  of  all  outward  appearances  of  unavoidable 
deftruftion  in  that  fituation,  with  fttd/afl  courage  and  re- 
folurion,  {t^i^rt j  as  having  as  realizing  views  of  God 
byi/aith,  and  as  firm  a  dependence  upon  his  goodnefs, 
power,  and  faithfulnefs,  for  deliverance,  as  though  with 
his  bodily  eyes  he  had  beheld  him  vifibly  prefent*  to 
favo  them  by  his  out-Clmcbed  arm,  vjbomt  in  his  own 
nature  and  perfections,  which  are  all  fpiritu&l,  no  man 
has  fien%  nor  can  fie*  (1  Tim-  vi.  i(k) 

i8  It  was  by  faith  in  the  piomifes,  that  God  would 
bring  his  people  out  of  Egypt  9  and  in  the  pro  railed 
MdTiah,  who  fhould  fpring  from  them,  as  alfo  in  the 
divine  inttitimon  of  a  franding,  figmficant  ordinance, 
that  Mcfis  himfeif,  in  obedience  to  God’s  command, 
obferved  all  the  rites  of  the  paibhal  fupper,  and  oblige. 1 
the  people  Ifrael  to  do  the  fame,  which  was  afterwards 
to  be  a  commemorative  facrifice,T  through  all  genera¬ 
tions,  of  the  Lord’s  palling  over  the  houfes  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  ffrael)  when  he  fmote  the  Egyptians  ;  and  was 
pre  figurative  of  the  redeeming  death  of  Chrift,  who  as 
the  Lamb  of  God,  without  blemifli  and  without  fpot, 
was  our  pajjover  jacrijiced  for  us  :  {{  Cor-  v.  7.  and 
1  Peter  i*  18,  9.  And,  by  a  like  erercife  of  faith, 
he  ordered  that  another  *  temporary  ordinance,  annex¬ 
ed  to  the  former,  fuitahle  to  the  then  peculiar  circum- 
ftunces  of  things,  lhould  be  carefully  obferved  accord* 


hr  o 

*  Though  fpnttkUt*  th<  Blood  of  the  paf- 
tlttl  hmb  bj  in  a  typical  refe¬ 

rence  10  the  applkatioa  of  ifc  blood  of 
Cbr:£l,  which  is  called  tbt  Bind  of  f prink' 
Heh.  xii.  14,  ind  all  the  cmc-tcy 
of  whuh  tu  one  own  frlvaticn  depends  up¬ 
on  its  bem*  applied  10  us;  ye'  it  1  Veins  to 
have  been  but  a  tttnpfrarj  oraintnce,  fuitwi 
to  tho  thco  prefcut  occaiLii;  For  the  /«jf 


of  iht  pafovfr  is  fpoken  o**,  as  a.  p^rpA^i 
urtmorini  awl  or  dirt#  net  throughout  tlcfr  x ^ 
ntratwnt,  {Ex.+  xiL  14, 14, — 17,)  and  w.t 
accorLthigiy  kept  vn  th=  inuft  liilcain 
every  y^W;  but  ue  neither  heft,  01  imy 
where  ailc,  iCid  of  fpnnkiiag  the  blood  of  ;H.r 
pnfcbttl  Utubj  cuher  os  appointed  of  G^t!, 
or  praithei  by  \lm  Lrwlites  alter  this  tui-^ 
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ip  By  faith 
they  pa  fled  thro' 
he  Red  fca,  asb  y 
dry  Uttd :  which 

tlit  Egyptian*  &f- 
feybg  to  do  were 
drowned. 

k 


ing  to  the  command  of  God,  namely,  that  the  blood 
of  the  pafehai  lambfhould  be  fpruikled  upon  the  lin^ 
ids  and  door-potts  of  the  houfes  of  the  children  of 
Ifraeli  for  their  protection  from  the  deftroying  angelj 
to  the  end  that  ({t™)  when  he  was  cutting  off  ail  the  firfrj 
bom  of  Egypt ,  both  man  and  beaft,  and  ihould  fee  the 
blood  upon  the  boufes  of  the  Ifraelites^  he  might  fpare 
the  Grft-born  of  both  fora  that  belonged  to  them, 
(Ex.  iii<  7*  li,  13*) 

29  To  conclude  the  account  of  the  wonderful  eJFecls 
of  Mqfet*&  faith,  which  brings  the  whole  affair  of  Ifi 
#w/*s  deliverance  out  of  Egypt  to  its  final  and  happy 
period,  It  was  principally  by  means  of  his  faith,  as  dc* 
pending  upon  the  power  of  God  to  make  good  his  word 
of  promife,  in  a  way  of  obedience  to  his  command, 
that  when  he  ordered  him  to  lift  up  bis  rod7  dnd jlretch 
out  his  band  over  the  fsay  he  did  fo  +  $  and  thereupon 
the  Lord,  in  a  miraculous  manner,  enufed  tbe  fca  to  go 
back  by  a  firongeajl  wind  all  that  nighty  and  divided  iti 
water  st  in  fo  much  that  the  f/raelitety  encouraged  by 
this  aftonifhmg  appearance  of  God  for  them,  followed 
their  leader,  and  went  after  him  into  the  midjl  of  the 
Red  fea%  as  upon  dry  ground  j  and  the  waters  were  a 
wall  unto  them  on  their  right  handy  and  on  their  Ieftf 
(Ex,  xiv.  id,  a  1,  a;.)  •till  tbey  all  puffed  fivee 
from  the  Egyptian  to  the  Arabian  fltore,  without  the 
loft  of  one  foul  among  them,  (fee  UmverCai  Hiftory, 
Vuh  1*  page  yoj,  &c*  in  the  note,)  which  the  Egypti-_ 
antf  Pharaoh  and  his  huge  hoft  of  chariots  and  horfe- 
men,  attempting  to  do,  as  vainly  prefuming  without  a 
divine  warrant,  which  Mofcs  had,  that  they  might  fuo 
ceed  therein  as  well  as  the  I/raeliteSy  were  overwhelm¬ 
ed  with  the  waters,  and  drowned  by  the  Tea's  returning 
to  its  Jlrengthf  and  covering  them%  as  footi  as  Mofes 

Jiretched 


NOTE, 


f  the t  fsjfti  through  fa  Red-fetiy  rdates 
to  the.  cbiLton  of  f  ft  act,  who  were  fpokco 
of  in  the  preceding  veric ;  but  their  palling 
through  it  by  faslht  V  am  ftrongly  inclined 
to  tmk  itiret  chiefly,  if  not  only,  to  Mo* 
^ts  s  faith,  rather  than  to  their  own  :  For  it 
Li  only  the  eminent  effects  of  tit  faith,  that 
she  ipoftie  fpeils  of  ill  ultng  before}  from 
wr,  dfT  Jrn  to  this  mJc,  DO;ic  ^  which 

ftfe^ed,  if  auy  of  them  equalled  this ;  and 
the  gcr-erality  of  ilitlihelitcs  are  reproTent* 
eJ  on  this  very  ooeaGon,  as  egeeffively  unbe* 
liwinj  and  nuirmurU^,  and  no  way  com- 
aiiodable  for  tiKir  fcuh,  wfatfoever  fame 
few  tmongfl  fhem,  fuch  as  Caleb  and  Jn- 
flua  might  be.  (S«  Ex,  xiy- 10 1*.}  And 
yn  up.m  wlm  farter  told  th=em  froai 

Vot.  V.  i 


the  Lord  to  ftlence  thrir  fears,  and  uporii 
their  Jcctne  the  waters  rmracuktufly  divide  at 
hit  ftrrtcning  out  his  hand  with  the  rod  in 
it,  (fer*  *3,-15,)  their  faith  was  G j  far  re-' 
vittdai  to  enewtrage  therri  to  venture  into 
the  broad  open  channel  of  the  fca  after  him, 
who  probably  entered  into  it  firfl  as  their 
leader :  But  then  the  deliverance  wi.a 
wrought,  rather  in  anfwer  to  his  faith,  tharx 
theirs,  in  their  parting  through  the  Red* fca* 
•—This  was  called  the  Red-fit^  no:  from  any 
teimft  of  its  waters  r>r  land,  as  fbme  ima¬ 
gine;  bet  h  took  that  Tt 4 me  from  its  waft¬ 
ing  the  holders  of  Ef-iiTs  country,  who  was 

called  £d#T7it  which  ngnifics  rt  U  (t£«  WelPs 
Geography  of  the  Old  TclUaicnt*  U> 
P-  9*)— PS*) 
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30  By  faith  the 

'tv :Jj 5  0l‘  Jericho 
felt  down*  afier 
they  wtje  com* 
fudol  about  fcren 


jt  By  hitli  the 
the  harlut  Rahib 
periled  not  with 
them  that  belie*- 
ed  not,  tthen  fhe 
had  reo^wed  the 
fpiei  with  peace. 


fi retched  forth  his  band  over  it  again  f  by  a  fecond  com- 
roand,  which  the  Lord  gave  him  fc  to  do  >  aod  there 
remained  not  fo  much  as  one  of  them  alive,  (£*,  xiv. 
23, — 28-)  y  which  was  a  juft  retaliation  Cor  the  edict 
that  ordered  all  the  male  children  of  If  rad  to  be  drown¬ 
ed.  {Excd.  1*  22*) 

30  To  add  another  particular^  or  two,  of  the  emi¬ 
nent  fruirs  of  faith,  It  was  by  means  of  the  faith  0 i 
Jsjbua%  Caisby  and  others,  (in  the  afterwards  more  be* 
Jieving  generation  than  the  former  had  been)  whereby 
they  depended  upon  the  promife,  power,  and  veracity 
of  God  for  giving  them  poflelRon  of  the  land  of  Cana- 
any  that  when,  according  to  his  command,  the  priefts 
on  the  ftventh  day  blew  with  the  trumpets  of  rams 
horns,  and  the  people  gave  a  loud  (hour,  the  walls  of 
Jerichoy  a  fortified  city,  miraculoufly  felt  down  flat  to 
the  ground,  not  by  any  efficacy  in  the  blowing  and 
fhouting  themfelves,  or  by  any  human  force  whitfo* 
cver^  but  merely  by  the  immediate  power  of  God, 
which  was  exerted  for  that  purpofe,  at  the  very  inftant 
of  ihb  appointed  ftgnal;  and  2  breach  was  thereby 
made  wide  enough  for  the  army  of  frost  to  go  ftrait 
forward,  and  enter  into  the  city,  and  take  it  without 
obltru&ion*  (See  Jofb .  vi*  i,~ 26.) 

31  It  was  by  faith  in  the  God  of  Ifraety  as  the  Lord 
of  heaven  and  earth  *,  who  bad  given  the  land  of  Ca¬ 
naan  to  ins  favourite  people,  that  Rababy  though  flic 
was  a  Gtntitcy  and  had  been  ("■p**}  a  whorith  woman, 
cfcaped,  together  with  all  her  family,  the  general  Daugh¬ 
ter  which  was  made  of  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  of 


Jerkhoy  (Jof*  vi*  2i,~2j.)  that  obftinately  d  if  regarded 
and  rebelled  againft,  though  their  hearts  melted  ant 
were  filled  with  terror  at,  the  credible  accounts  whicl 

the] 

T  1. 


N  O 

*  Here  it  may  be  proper  to  ob&rvc,  that 
ihc  cjfickuj  ljtt  which  Kahab  the  foitlul  told 
for  preferring  the  ipics,  Jof  ti.  ^—7.  w« 
the  effect,  nol  of  her  /ef/i,  hut  of  her  fiti/tti 
dread  of  the  kitiE1*  wr^th.  Thi*  lie  of  Ijci's 
wai  by  no  means  juftiG^Uc  in  any  conti  (ten* 
cy  u'nh  the  eternal  Law  of  truth,  and  the 
confidence  that  ought  to  be  maintained  be* 
tween  man  and  mao  ;  but  it  was  no  mere 
“poftici  purpufeio  take  any  notice  of 
tbiii  id  a  difccnric  about  the  cncellcnt  and 
wonderful  eflctu  of  faith,  than  it  would 
h*»e  been  to  mention  die  prevarication  aad 
fatjkoed  that  were  vied  for  impaling  upon 
Ukae*  to  procure  hi*  blcfung  for  Jacob  in* 
fieid  of  E£<Pr  (fee  the  note  on  vet.  io.)'  or 
thin  to  bate  mentioned 
verc  mixed  with  the  faith  of  other  pcrloat, 
tabo  (Uod  in  this  lift,  And  tho*,  as  Rabab 


was  afterward*  incorporated  with  the  church 
of  Tfrad,  and  married  to,  and  by  that 
became  hcrfclf  one  of  the  anccflurs  of  the 
MdTiah,  (Mtf.  L  j  }  wc  may  well  foppofc, 
that  then,  at  tcaft*  (he  repented,  and  be¬ 
lieved  in  him  for  the  pardon  of  thi$  and  ali 
her  other  fins,  and*  for  jufltfkacion  to  eter¬ 
nal  Hft,  Vet  it  appears  to  me  that  her  fa'nh 
litre  fpvkcn  Of*  and  proved  tq  be  Jinonx  by 
her  ewe  of  thefpie*,  related  not  10  her  fpi* 
ritual  and  eternal  folmion;-  (foe  the  note  o.; 
James  iii  a),}  but  only  to  the  temporal  fah> 
ty  of  hcrfolf  and  family*  at  (be  really  bo 
Jimd,  according  to  the  report  (he  W 
beard*,  tbit  the  “  Jehovah  of  Uriel  wai  xb< 
“  God  of  heaven  above,  and  in  the  cariV 
*«  beneath*  and  had  give*  them  that  land/ 
CJ6C1.  il. 


Cb.  lit 


The  ipi0l 


40j 


3%  At»d  what 
Ault  1  mote  iky ; 

for  the  time 
wnttld  fail  me  to 
ttU  of  Gkfeon, 
Ando/ Barak,  and 
fl/Samibn,  and  0/ 
Jephthih,  a/  Da- 
Vfd  alft  and  S** 
mud*  and  9/  lJic 

prepbetj ; 


they*  as  well  a s  Hahabt  bad  heard  of  God's  wonderful 
appearances  for  Ifratl 7  and  of  his  having  affured  them, 
and  confirmed  it  by  the  miraculous  deliverances  and 
Yi&ories  he  had  already  given  them*  tbit  Jericho*  to* 
gether  with  the  reft  ot  the  land,  (hould  he  put  into 
their  pofieflion;  ( JoJb .  ii.  9, — iu)  And  when,  notwith- 
fta Tiding  all  this,  the  Cana anitett  through  their  diiobedi- 
ence  and  unbelief,  fought  to  deftroy  the  two  fpies, 
which  Jojbua  fent  rotate  a  furvey  of  the  ftate  of  things 
among  them*  this  pious  woman  gave  evident  proof  of 

the  fiucerity  and  power  of  her  faith,  by  receiving  thofe 
meffengers  into  her  houfe,  and  entertaining  them  in  a 
kind  and  friendly  manner,  and  taking  care  of  them, 
that  they  might  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies, 
who,  by  order  of  the  king  of  Jericho7  made  ftriii  in¬ 
quiry  after  them,  that  they  might  apprehend  and  kill 
them,  of  deliver  them  up  to  him*  ( Jojh ,  ii*  1,  17.} 

32  And  what  further  inftances  of  the  power  am!  tri¬ 
umphs  of  faith  need  I  add  after  all  thefc  that  have 
been  already  infilled  upon?  It  would  be  aim  oft  end  left 
to  recite,  and  enlarge  upon  the  many  others,  that: 
might  he  named*  I  lhall  therefore  onlyjuit  mention 
fome  of  them*  which  from  the  facred  hiftury  ye  may 
eafily  recollect  f  For  it  is  more  than  my  time,  and  the 
defigned limits  of  this  eptftic  would  admit  of,  to  go  in¬ 
to  a  particular  narrative  of  the  faith  of  Gideon  *  and  its 
Wonderful  eftefts,  who  believed  and  obeyed  the  com¬ 
mand  of  God  to  him,  to  throw  down  the  altar  of  Buai* 
dud  cut  down  the  grove  that  was  ky  it 5  and  build  another 
altar  to  the, Lord  hit  GoJ%  asalfo  to  engage,  with  only 
three  hundred  men,  the  vail  army  of  the  Midiamta* 
coafifting  of  an  hundred  thirty-five  theufand,  in  confi¬ 
dence  of  God's  promiie  of  viftory,  which  was  miracu- 
loufly  obtained  only  by  the  blowing  of  trumpets,  break- 
ing-of  pitchers,  and  carrying  lamps,  and  giving  albout* 

accord- 

N  o  T  e, 

*  lf he  peffims  mentioned  in  this  verft  are  them,  Tt  vis  firflieient  that  theft  nnlde  ef- 
Hd t  rccitca  Juft  in  the  order  of  time  in  fed*  of  faith  were  found  in  otto  or  other  of 
which  they  lived,  lh*t  being  of  no  inpor*  the  Old  TcAaaie;)tf^ia^  i  and  ih;ipdi!e*s 
tioce  to  the  ipoftlt’s  argument  t  For  Batch,  promiihiouil/  fetiing  down  ftycral  pefibns 
Jiral  before  Gideon,  and  Sinfoa  before  aJ^logctk-r  by  niine  uith  in  intinmiDn  of 
Jephtluh,  and  Sunwl  before  Ditid;  nor  many  more;  and  then  recking  f he  products 
are  the  efiefft  of  thek  faith  laid  dotfn  la  the  of  thek  ftith  in  a  clnP.fr  them,  wiih  oc* 
following  verics,  with  any  exart  reference  ttf  ly  jufl  mcntionm.2  them,  was  admirably  tiiit- 
them  Isi  the  fane  order  in  which  he  bu  here  ed  to  give  ns  the  more  ftrikiug  and  afTerting 
aimed  them,  as  though  the  firil  of  elide  riwof  the  efficacy  of  fjith,  34  it  appeared 
slfcrt*  were  to  be  applied  to  the  fill!)  of  the  in  theft  various  fruits  of  it,  --tid  was  found 
firft  of  theft  pcrfbnSj  and  the  neat  to'  the  fh-  among  f*>  many  believer; ;  leaving  It  io  out 
rood,  and  food;  nor  art  they  all  to  be  cor>*  own  thoughts  to  enlarge  Upon  them  a*  in 
bued  to  theft  particular  perfonf,  much  left  the  pmphttft. 
ire  they  d!  io  be  ifeuhert  \o  anv  one  of 

‘  Cc 
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according  Co  the  divine  command,  faying,  The fword 
of  the  Lord  and  of  Gideon*  (Jud^.  vi.  14,  -25,' — ^7*  and 
vii.  17,-25-  and  viii.  10.}  And  the  faith  of  Barak? 
who*  depending  on  God*s  proroife  by  the  prophetefs 
Deborah,  obtained  with  only  ten  thoufand  men  a  glorious 
victory  over  the  vaftly  fiiperior  and  formidable  army  of 
Jabin?  the  Canaamti/b  king,  commanded  by  Siferak. 
(Judges  iv*  4,  7,-16*}  And  the  faith  of  Sampfon? 
who*  being  the  judge  of  Ifrael ,  believed  the  Lord 
would  be  with  him  when  his  fpirit  came  upon  him,  a* 
2  fpiut  of  might  and  courage,  and  enabled  him  to  (lay 
th'rty  PhiiiJiineS)  and  afterward,  three  thoufand  of 
thofc  enemies  to  the  State  and  to  God  himfdf,  at  his 
death.  (Judg*  xiv.^  19*  and  xvi,  27, — 30  )  And  the 
faith  of  Jephtha?  who  believed  that  God,  who  had  de¬ 
livered  Ifrael  from  other  enemies,  and  whofe  fpirit 
came  upon  him,  as  a  fpirit  of  courage,  would  diive  out 
the  Ammonites  before  him  ;  and  the  Lord  delivered 
them  into  his  hands,  infomuch  that  they  were  entirely 
fubdued.  {Judgm  xi*  23,— 33-)  And  the  faith  of  David? 
the  man  after  God’s  own  heart,  and  the  moft  excellent 
king  of  Ifrael?  who  in  times  of  the  greareft  danger 
trufted  in  the  pro  miles  of  God  to  bring  him  co  the 
throne;  and  all  alojig  afterward,  generally  fpeaking,  to 
his  dying  day,  maintained  a  firm  and  humble  depen* 
dence  upon  the  Lord  to  fulfil  his  covenant  with  him. 
(2  Sam .  xxiii.  1, — 5-}  And  the  faith  of  Samuel?  that 
eminent  prophet,  wbo  believed  that  there  ihould  be  a 
performance  of  every  thing  which  had  been  told  him 
from  the  Lord,  whether  in  a  way  of  judgment  or  mer¬ 
cy,  and  that  miracles  fliould  be  wrought  in  confirma¬ 
tion  of  it,  which  accordingly  came  to  pafs*  (t  Sam.  lii. 
16,-25,)  And  the  faith  of  our  holy  prophets,  too 
many  to  be  particularly  fpec.ified,  which  i$  recorded  in 
the  writings  of  the  Old  Teftamenr,  both  with  relation 
to  the  great  things  that  Tome  of  them  did?  and  others 
bravely  fuff e red?  under  the  power  of  it. 

1 3  Who th 33  As  to  what  great  things  they  tfWjSome  of  them, 
^^iuLduedkiiis^  by  means  of  their  faith,  which  animated  them  in  the 

righted icft,  ofa^  caufe  of  God,  reduced  many  nations  into  fubje&icm  to 
taioed  prami  -  Ifrael ,  according  to  the  promt fes  made  to  them;  foch 

mcMtlLTfUoDS^  ^  Jojhua*  who  fubdaCd  all  the  kingdoms  in  Canaan? 

*  and  David ,  who  fubdued  tbc  Moabite* ,  Syrians?  and 
Edomites?  and  other  nations  round  about.  (Jofb.  viii. 
1,  2.  and  2  Sam^  viii.  2,  6,  n,  12*  14.}  Others  of 
them,  from  a  principle  of  faith,  nof  Only  performed 
a£ts  of  moral  righteoufiiefs  in  their  private  capacities, 
but  alfo  ruled  rightecufly  in  tfceir  public  characters,  as 


Cfa.  x5. 


34  Q^ehcd 
the  violence  of 

«dgc  of  thefword, 
cut  of  *«knc!s 
wcremadtflroo^, 
wasted  vafiaflt  in 
lUfr.cJ  to 
fli^hr  the  armies 
of  tke  Mlknt, 
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did  Samuel$  while  he  judged  Ifrael%  and  could  appea^ 
to  the  people  for  the  equity  and  impartiality  of  his  go¬ 
vernment,  {j  Sam,  vii*  15, — 17,  and  xii,  3  );  nndZJa- 
v/V,  who  in  his  public  admmiitration  difcounteminecd 
every  kind  of  iniquity*  cur  o(F  all  wicked  dners,  and 
fet  his  eyes  upon  the  faithful  of  the  land,  that  they 
might  dwell  with  him  and  ferve  him,  ( Pf.  d*  through¬ 
out.)  Others  of  them,  by  means  of  their  faith  iti  the 
promifes*  which  God  gave  them  of  his  remarkably  ap¬ 
pearing  for  them*  ami  ikdng  great  things  by  them 
obtained  the  afluxi  nccomphjbmeni  of  ihefe  promtfes. 
Others  of  them,  through  faith  in  God*  as  the  only  living 
and  true  God,  defeated  and  put  a  Hop  rt>  rhe  rage  of  de¬ 
vouring  lions*  as  Daniel  did,  when,  for  his  fidelity  to 
his  God,  he  was  caft  into  the  lions  den,  but  fufFercd  no 
harm,  {Dan,  vi.  22,  23.);  and  as  David  flew  one  lion, 
and  Benaiah  another,  (1  Sam,  xvii*  33,  36,  and  2 
Sam*  xxiih  20, 

34  Others  of  them,  by  means  of  their  faith,  as  fruit¬ 
ing  in  the  Lrrrd,  and  committing  themfeives  to  his  fo* 
r:reigir  difpofuls  in  thedifeharge  of  their  duty,  ref  Irani* 
cd  and  bound  up  the  force  and  fury  of  il* tiling  fire,  as 
rfFwiiually  for  their  own  prefervation  from  it,  as  if  it  had 
betn  actually  quenched  ;  an  eminent  inllanee  of  which 
we  have  in  the  three  young  men,  Shadrach ,  Mejhach% 
and  AbcdacgG)  who,  for  their  refoUticly  refuting  to 
worfhip  the  golden  image  which  Nebuchadnezzar  had 
fet  up,  were  caft  into  the  burning  fiery  furnace  ^  fevea 
times  hotter  than  it  was  wont  to  be  made,  and  after 
having  continued  for  fonie  time  in  it,  thev  came  out 

Jfi  - 

unhurt;  itifomuch  that  not  a  hair  of  iketr  heads  tliis 
fjngcd*  {Dan-  iii,  1 3 27-)  Others  of  them,  through 
faith  in  the  divine  protestor,  ss  attending  the  ufe  of 
proper  means,  retreated,  and  got  away  from  the,  reach 
and  power  of  the  fwnrd  cl  crud  tyrants,  who  fought  to 
deftroy  them,  as  Elijah  did  from  jeztbely  whrn  (lie 
fware  that  (lie  would  take  away  his  life.  {[  ftin^s  xix* 
a,  3-)  Others  were  recovered  from  lick  nets*  as  ifeze* 
ktah  was,  (2  Kings  xx+  I, — 7,)  or  being  weak  in  them* 
felves,  ami  in  companion  with  the  forces  ot  their  cue* 
iaies,  were  nevertheiefe,  thro*  faith  in  their  God, 

furprifingly 


KATE, 

y  The  Fttimiret  here  meant  fcm  to  Hale  throne  of  ffrad;  *nA  t b  \kt\?  chining 
*0  particular  proTtiilw  wrk-h  were  ttiifi*  the  accompli  foment  of  (he  pi ^mrcs  of  this 

no  tptciai  imporr;int  nccajirms  to  Jctfcrd  ion  U  no  way  me^nlifki't  wi  h  tin  beinjr 
P'.riotiS,  finch  is  ihofe  to  jolhua,  Gidt-  w-  33,  that  M  they  rectived  not  the 

and  others*  lhat  llwy  ItaouM  gain  **  jiwmile:'*  For  that  ickrcs  to  the  pryid 
t«fnarkal>lc  awl  compete  vk’torire  over  (he  pton:ife  of  Gotl’s  rs ‘nil's  up  th**  Mefitaii; 
cocmiss  aflaind  whom  G*A  tent  them  ;  and  ufckh  was  rot  fulfilled  iu  (heir  day-, 
to  JJ-iyid,  .chat  lie  Ikon  id  be  raJwtl  to  the 
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Women 
their  dead 
r4ifed  to  life  a- 

5  and  «fhcn 
verc  tunured  , 
J>os  accepting  de¬ 
liverance  ,  tJ,3t 
th*y  might  ob¬ 
tain  a  heiur  ce- 
tWc&nn, 


furprifingly  ftrengthened  to  maintain  their  ground  a* 
gain  (I  them,  and  eren  to  overcome  them  :  They  grew 
amazingly  courageous*  bold*  daring,  and  fuccefiful  in 
battle  ;  infbnces  of  which  we  have  in  Gideon^  (fee  the 
paraphrafe  on  ver*  32.)  and  in  David*  who  trufliirg  In 
the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hods,  Hew  Goiiaht  the  mon* 
ftrous  champion  of  the  Pkiii/lifM *  (i  Sam .  xvii.  45,— 
51.) ;  fq  that*  contrary  to  all  human  probability*  they* 
in  the  ftrength  of  their  faith  drove  their  enemies  back# 
and  forced  the  numerous  armies  of  the  nations  of  ft  range 
languages,  and  of  different  manners  and  religion)  to 
flee  before  them, 

3;  As  to  the  vitaker  fex\  Even  pious  women,  by 
means  of  their  faith*  had- their  dead  children  miracu- 
loufly  reftored  to  them  by  a  refurre&:oa  to  the  prefent 
life  again,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  widow  of  Zarepbath* 
whofe  foo  was  recovered  from  death  to  life  by  the  faith 
of  Elijah*  whom  ftie  believed  to  be  a  prophet  of  the 
Lord*  (1  Kings  xvii.  13* — 24,);  and  the  Shunamitijb 
woman,  whofe  Ton  a  Mb  was  brought  to  life  from  the 
dead*  by  the  faith  of  Elifba ,  and  that  according  to  her 
faith,  (2  Kings  xivf  13,-37*)  All  tbefe  are  eminent 
infbnces  of  the  noble  achievements  of  faith,  in  the 
great  things  that  were  done*  and  the  rich  advantages 
that  were  obtained  by  it*  And  its  power  and  efficacy 
is  no  left  confpiciiou?  in  what  others  have  been  enabled 
to  hear  and  fvffer  with  holy  fortitude*  by  means  of 
their  faith.  Maoy  believers  were  fo  ftrengthened  and 
animated  by  their  faith#  as  to  endure  the  grpateft  tor¬ 
tures  with  exemplary  patience*  for  the  fake  of  a  good 
confidence.  They  freely  fqbmitted  to  the  fevereft  tor¬ 
ments,  even  unto  death*  by  various  methods  of  cruel¬ 
ty*  (fome  of  which  (halite  pointed  ouc*  (iw\  37.)  as 
faon  as  we  have  taken  notice*  (vtr.  36.)  of  another  fort 
of  trials  that  were  fuftained  by  faith,)  Thtfe  noble 
martyrs  courageoufiy  endured  the  mofoexqui/iis  pvnijb- 
ments  to  the  lofs  of  life  Itfelf*  and  bore  up  with  heroic 
faith  and  patience  under  them  +  ;  they  rather  choofing 
to  fubmit  to  the  worft  of  them  all,  than  to  accept  of  a 
rdeafe  from  them  upon  any  ttifhonourable  terms*  as 
having  irj  yjew  and  hope  a  bldTcd  refur region  to  eter¬ 
nal 


N  0 

f  Tejtpred  way  refer,  nor  to  any  pwtica- 
lir  fort  of  punifbment,  that  wafc  in  Hie  ted, 
ptf&Fent  from  thofe  exemplified,  ver*  37* 
wbicb,  At  every  bac  knows,  muft  needs  have 
keen,  moft  of  them  at  leaft,  extremely  tor¬ 
menting.  And  I  ntber  chafe  to  lake  it  in 
thia  light,  than  to  hire  rccourjr,  with  the 
generality  of  interpreters,  to  the  Apocryphal 
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books  for  tnfUncti  of  foroe  peculiar  £rrt  of 
tfwiuvpij  finft  all  the  other  Softener*,  refer¬ 
red  to  in  this  catalogue,  wight  be  toileted 
from  the  authentic  Scripture®  of  the  OM 
Teflamtnr.  (See  Mr  Hal  lei 't  ftp  plan  ect  to 
Mr  Pierce,  whom  I  have  followed  In  ttauj 
of  the  particular*  here  referred  to.) 
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3d  And  others 
h'^d  trial  of  cr*et 
mocking*  ,  and 
fttmrsinjs  ,  yea 
moreover  ,  of 
bonds  and  iiaprt- 


33  They  were 
ftonei,  they  were 
faun  blunder  , 

were  tempted , 
flain  with 
the  frond,  r  they 
wandered  about 
in  (beep-Aiut, 
and  goat  -  fiun% 
being  ddVitnte , 
vJiiited,  torment- 
ed; 


ml  life,  which  is  in  comparably  better  than  any  deli’ 
verancc  in  this  world  from  the  great eJt  pains  of  death* 
that  could  be  mAi£ked  upon  them  ;  and  i$  every  way 
better  than  a  icfurreclion  to  a  temporal  life,  which  the 
fonsofthetwo  good  women,  but  now  referred  to,  re¬ 
ceived  by  means  of  the  faith  of  their  refpc£tive  mothers, 
and  of  the  two  prophets. 

36  There  were  others  of  the  faithful  Ifr/iclites%  who 

endured  feveral  trials  of  their  faith  in  various  ways, 
though  not  unto  death  ;  fuch  at  {cornful,  ludicrous  in* 
futts,  and  ignominious  derifions,  which 

cannot  but  grate  upon  generous  minds,  like  thofe  that 
Ifaac  met  with  from  JJbmaei^  and  Etijba  from  the  rude 
and  fancy  children,  or  young  men.  of  BetheL  Gen* 
xxi-  9.  and  2  Kings  ii*  23,)  And  others  underwent  the 
fevere  difciplinc  of  being  unmercifully  beaten  and  a* 
bufed  for  their  profeflion  of,  and  adherence  to  their 
God;  fuch  as  our  Lord  refers  to,  faying,  Some  that 
were  Cent  to  the  Jews*  were  beaten  or  feourged:  ( Mark 
xii.  3,  ;  #.)  Yea,  over  and  above  all  this,  there  were 
feme,  who,  for  the  fame  glorious  caufe,  were  en;i:lcd, 
by  their  faith,  to  bear  with  patience  the  heavy  chains 
and  fetters  that  were  put  upon  them,  and  ?Ji  the 
hard  [hips  of  being  thrown  into  jails  and  dungeons; 
fuch  as  Joftpby  Sampfont  Mkaiah  and  Jeremiah.  (Gen* 
xxxtx*  20.  and  xb  3.  Judg*  xvi*  21*  t  Kings  xxii.  27* 
and  ver*  xxsviu  15,) 

37  As  to  thofe  that  were  tortured  to  death,  not  ac* 
cepting  deliverance,  ( ver .  35,  fee  iht  note  there,) 
fome  of  them,  through  the  ftedfeitnefs  and  lively  exer- 
cife  of  their  faith,  gave  themfdves  up  to  be  llmied  to 
death  for  their  religion;  fuch  as  Nabith,  (j  Kings  xxL 
13,)  and  Zcthariahi  the  fan  of  Jetmada^  (j  Chroiu 
xxiv.  20,  21*)  and  thofe  referred  to  by  our  oleflVdLord, 
(Mat.  Kiti.  37.)  Others  of  them  cheerfully  underwent 
the  cruelty  of  an  execution,  by  their  bodies  being  fawn 
through  the  middle  f,  a  barbarity  that  was  too  often 

ufed 


NOTES. 

*  Trial  of  i*  in-  r.  tf.  And  Jcromon  If  k:.L  i,  fprak* 

deed  a  diflerwit  *onl  from  that  *hich  b  cf  it  u  *  moft  certain  tradition,  that 
tendered,  Mark  x\u  s*  and  if^aurf  *  L*  Ifithh  fowri  afrndi'r  with  &  wtwrkn 
( fit tf*r  ami  Jt f** Ti$)  but  they  art  fonwtrniei;  **  faw.«  Jufktii  Mariyr  abb,  in  1  its  dialogue 
uied  pfomiico  noil  jf  one  for  the  other.  {See,  with  Try  pi  (p  34,9.  Paris  edit.  tdjd.) 
and  compart  the  Greek  in  Mar,  a.  ij.  and  taxes  the  Jen1*  with  ha-ring  expunged  a  pai* 
xxiii.  J4-  Mark  xiiLjr.  and  Afoxvv.  37/)  f?^c  out  of  live  Old  TefUmem,  u  retotinj* 

f  In  this  id  441  ner  JcwiJkt  rad  it  h>n  (accord*  ,f  tothede^b  of  IJjuah,  whom  thq-  tot  a- 
i'grothe  Baby  Lonifh  and  Jerefalcm  Talmud)  funder  with  a  wouikn  ffr.”  And  there* 

fays,  ihc  prophet  Ifrhh  wat  put  to  death  hy  fore  this  is  rhcinituicc  uf  that  of  death 
the  order  of  King  Mmalfch,  who  ww  a  which  ihe  apoftle  is  moft  generally  thought 
wicked  and  inhuman,  as  wvll  as  an  irinU-  to  refer  to. 
fi,ous  prince,  aj  appears  from  a  Km^sxx.  1 . 


4$* 


Cb.  si. 


}B  (Of  whnm 
fhe  wnrld  vrasnot 
worthy;)  they 
Wia^jred  in  do* 

far  ts,  ipd  in 
mountains,  am!  it t 
den;  and  eaves  of 
Jtf  faith. 
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ufed  among  the  ancients.  (2  Sam*  x:t*  3:*  and  x  Chron * 
xx.  3.)  By  the  near  profpefh  of  fuch  terrible  deaths, 
as  well  as  by  various  other  trials,  many  confcflbrs  and 
martyrs  were  forely  tempted  to  deny  their  God,  and 
tvorfnip  idols,  which  (had  they  complied  with  the  offers 
of  their  enemies)  might  have  faved  them  from  thofc 
calamities  :  But,  through  the  vigour  and  (ledfaftn^fs 
of  thetr  faith,  they  rather  chofe  to  fuffer  the  worftthat 
men  could  do  to  them,  than  to  be  guilty  of  fuch  an  abo¬ 
minable  (in.  Some  of  them,  who  continued  faithful 
to  their  God,  notwithstanding  all  the  alluring  and  me¬ 
nacing  attempts  of  the  wicked  to  drive  them  away  from 
him,  were  cut  off  by  the  fword  of  tyrants  ;  fuch  as  the 
holy  prophets  of  the  Lord  by  the  fwerd  of  jezebel^  (t 
Kings  six.  xo.)  and  Uriahs  the  fon  of  Shmaiabj  who 
was  flj:n  by  the  fword  of  king  Jchoiakim ,  (Jer.  xivi. 
20,-33.)  And  there  were  fome  noble  confeflbrs,  who, 
though  not  put  to  death,  were  fubje£fed  to  the  greauft 
harcUhips  in  life;  They  were  not  permitted  to  have  any 
fettled  abode  5  but  were  forced  to  fculk  about,  like  va¬ 
gabonds,  from  place  to  place;  fumeclothed  with  (beep- 
Jkins,  and  others  with  goat*lkin$,  or  rough  garments 
vith  the  wool  or  hair  upon  them,  to  keep  them  warm, 
and  defend  them  againft  the  inclemency  of  the  wind, 
cold,  and  rain  ;  fuch  as  the  garments  that  Elijah  and 
j<fhn  the  Btiptijl  wore,  (2  Kingi  i.  8.  and  Mat*  iii.  4.} 
and  they  were  contented  with  fuch  mean  covering,  as 
being  deprived  of  all  other  common  conveniences  and 
comforts  of  this  life,  as  Elijah  was,  £1  Kings  xvii,  6t 
7.  and  xix.  4,-7.)  and  being  preffed  with  many  diffi¬ 
culties,  and  very  ill-treated  by  various  forts  of  abufes, 

(***W^J)  as  Mofest  Dayid}  and  multitudes  of  others 
were, 

38  They  were  looked  upon,  and  dealt  with  by  their 
enemies,  as  though  they  were  the  ptft  of  their  day,  not 
lit  foi  human  fociety,  or  to  be  fuffered  to  live  upon 
earth;  but,  in  reality,  they  were  in  themfelves,  and  in 
God's  account,  fuch  excellent  perfons,  that  the  wicked 
men  of  this  world  did  *not  deferve  to  have  fo  great  a 
bluffing  among  them,  as  their  holy  conversion  and 
admonitions,  warnings  and  prayers  might  have  be^t  to 
them:  In  judgment  therefore  to  them,  as  well  as  for 
the  trial  9 t  their  own  faith,  they,  under  the  per  miHion, 
direction,  and  care  of  divine  providence,  wandered  a* 
bout  from  one  place  to  another  for  lafety  in  obicureand 
fol  it  ary  parts  of  the  wildernefs,  like  Elijah ,  who  fled  for 
Jiis  life  fro the  cruel  hands  of  Jezebel,  (1  Kings  xix. 

3i  4*)  i  aud  in  uninhabited  mountains,  like  David*  ho 

5'  ^  ^  /  ■,p'  ■  ^  ’  -  * 
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fled  for  his  life  from  the  psrfeamons  of,  Saul,  while  he 
hunted  him,  as  we  does  a  partridge  in  the  mountains  i 
(l  Sam.  xxiii,  14,  —  26.  and  xxvi,  20.)  And  fomc- 
times  th'-v  were  forced  to  betake  rhcmfdves  to  botes  and 


jfl  Adi)  theft 

illt  having  ot>* 
tiind  *  jooJ  fC* 
prwt  ibn/  faith, 
received  not  the 
jMTjwiie : 


caverns  of  th t  earth*  rhe  uhial  receptacles  of  wild  beafts, 
to  hide  themfrives  from  the  wilder  rage  of  blood-third/ 
men,  at  David  did  to  the  cave,  of  AdiiUam ,  (i  Sam* 
ssii,  i-}  am)  as  an  Jiundred  prephrt^  a{  the  Lord  were 
hid  in  CtfVrs  by  Ohaduih%  and  as  Elijah  concealed  him* 
fdf  in  a  cave  to  eiVjpt;  the  fury  of  th?  wicked  j€ztbel% 
(l  Kings  xviii*  4*  and  xix*  9.) ;  but  their  faith  fupport* 
cd  the:n  under,  earned  Them  through,  and  made  them 
victorious  over  all  thei'e  feyerities  and  hartllhip*. 

39  And  all  thefe  ancient  faints  and  fervants  of  God, 
as  was  faid  in  cur  entrance  cn  this  difeourfe  concerning 
them,  {ver*  1 *)  have  received  an  honourable  teftimony 
from  him  (#tsv*w*5s* in  their  refpe£Uve  generations* 
and  in  the  infallible  records  of  the  facred  oracles*  that 
are  handed  down  to  us,  relating  to  the  fignal  obedience* 
fuflerings,  and  achievements,  which  they  were  anima- 
cd  to  by  means  of  the  ftedfaftnefs  and  lively  exercife  of 
xhrir  faith,  which  not  only  realized,  and  trufied  in  the 
promifes  and  providence  of  God,  with  refpeft  to  their 
particular  circum fiances ;  but  many  of  them,  at  leaft* 
relied  upon  the  great  prornife  of  the  Mefliah,  which 
they  embraced  by  faith,  and  had  the  benefit  of,  for  the 
falvation  of  their  own  fouls  5  ami  yet  never  received 
the  actual  accompliilnnent  of  this  prornife  itfclf  *,  fo 
as  to  live  to  fee  the  exhibition  of  CbriJt  in  the  fleOi  to 


fulfil  the  work  of  redemption,  and  introduce  all  the 
glories  of  the  gofpeLftate,  that  depended  upon  it,  and 
were  confequem  to  it. 

Guitaring  4°  The  why  God  in  his  infinite  wifdom,  and 

pwvi'kd  fovereign  pleafure*  did  not  fulfil  the  promifc  of  the 

MeJJiah  in  their  days  was,  btciufe  he  had  a  fore- view 
ruf  ufici7ia  »ot  f°5  (Xiifafjnft***)  and  has  accordingly  provided  for  us* 
U  wad*  perfect.  who  believe  in  Chfift  as  now  actually  come  in  the  flefli, 

this  better  thing  f*  than  they  were  favoured  with  in 

their 


NOTES. 


*  The  promifc  here  intended*  1  pkc 
Ircthc  eminent  and  all-romprehenfive  prornife 
of  Chrift,  which  made  immcdisuely  srur 
the  fall  in  our  firft  parents*  2tid  ^cerward  to 
Ahraham,  relating  to  his  frod,  in  whom  all 
nation*  ihtnlU  Ik  bltfld.  'llr*  prom  he,  be. 

H  f 

rode  lr  was  frequently  repeated  to  Mih,  ij 
called  ths  prumi.e  that  he  received,  vtrt  it,; 
ind  this  the  grar.d  prattiift,  in  which  dl 
the  promifc  a  of  ^racc  center,  and  on  which 
the  faith  hope  of  the  Old  iJ'cLldiren:-b*' 


1ft vers  relied,  and  which  the  apoftle  f«m$ 
to  have  had  iiu^h  in  his  eye  id  ieveral  u£ 
die  fore  men!  illicit  mfuncts. 

f  1  ran  hy  nj  nv  think,  as  feme  wordd 
pcrfcjdc  us,  shar  **  the  better  thinj  p/ovid* 
44  for  us/*  rabies  to  ouriWs  bcinjf  receiv¬ 
ed  r;t«  heaven,  upon  their  leaving  the  body* 
which  they  fuppofc  the  believers  who  lived 
before  the  rcnimj*  of  Chrifl-  were  not  admit* 
ted  to  ;  hut  fhaf  thrir  death  vri*  1  fla;e  of  in* 
feofibilUy.  They  iaicrprat  choft 

^  * 
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t^eir  flate  of  nonage  under  that  preparatory  difpenfa- 
tion,  ro  the  end  that*  {*«}  as  the  law  made  noth  rtg per¬ 
fect  hut  the  bringing  in  of  a  better  bopedid^  by  the  whkh 
ive  draw  nigh  to  Cod ,  (chap*  vii*  19,)  fo  their  (late  of  reli¬ 
gion,  worfhip,  and  privileges,  {Luke  24)  might  not 
be  perfeSed,  without  the  exhibition  of  Chrift  in  the 
flefli,  which  they  tie  fired,  and  we  now  have  been  fa¬ 
voured  with  ;  nor  without  his  blood,  righteoufnefs,  and 
grace,  which  appear  in  all  their  light  and  glory  under 
the  gorpeUdirpeitfanon,  that  enfued  upon  his  coming 
for  our  redemption  and  eternal  falvation,  as  well  as 
theirs,  that,  through  the  grate  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift % 
w  might  he  Javed  even  as  they*  (/V&$  xv.  il) 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  a  noble  grace,  and  bow  ntenfiedy  ufeful  is  faith  !  It  as  certainly  be¬ 
lieves  the  reality  even  of  favilible  thhigs,  merely  upon  a  divine  teftimony,  as  if 
it  had  occuUr  dematiftniticn  of  them  ;  and  as  effectually  gives  the  objefta  of  hope 
an  cxiitcnce  in  tlie  mind  as  if  they  were  actually  urflent*  And  what  an  honour* 
able  tcfthnony  has  God  given  In  his  word  to  the  faith  of  the  t  *ld  TcfUmenUfaint* 
for  the  encouragement  uf  ours,  who  live  under  a  dilpcftfaiion  of  much  dearer 
light  and  grace  l  The  record  of  his  accepting  Abel  and  bis  offering,  as  prefcnt- 
cd  by  faith  with  an  eye  to  the  atoning  facrincc  of  Chrift,  points  us  to  the  only 
way  of  a  tinner's  acceptance,  as  righteous  through  faith  in  him,  and  fo  he,  being 
dead,  ftili  bears  witnds  to  this  important  point.  What  high  favour  docs  God 
fhew  to  faithful  believers,  while  he  executes  righteous  judgments  on  the  ungodly 
world  l  Unlefs  we  realize  him  by  faith  as  the  only  living  and  true  GodT  and  as  in 
Chrift  the  gracious  rewarder  of  thofe  that  earneftly  feck  him,  *ti$  impofliblc  for 
us  to  plcafc  liim.  And  how  juftly  are  they  condemned  and  deftroyed,  like  the 
old  world,  who,  notwithftanding  all  God's  warnings  and  long-fufferiug,  p a  fill 

in 
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pafTagcs,  that  fpeak  of  their  bang  *f  no  re- 
“  ntembrance  of  God,  nor  praiting  him  in 
**  the  j5rtv(th  and  the  like,  as  meant  of  the 
whole  per  loo,  which  may  very  iiiutrally  te- 
htc  only  to  the  hody*_j«uch  in  like  manner 
as  the  refurrettion  from  ihe  dead,  at  the 
great  day,  figoifics  only  the  refiurretion  of 
the  body,  and  not  of  the  ft  mi  And  furtlf 
the"  PCs  Uni  ft  expected  an  admillion  to  heaven 
immediately  after  his  death,  when  he  laid, 
(Pf,  lucut*  14,— atf.)  Thou  ihalt  guide 

14  me  with  thy  cotinftl,  aud  afterward  receive 
**  me  to  glory.  Whom  have  I  in  heaven 
44  bat  thee?  and  there  is  none  n poo  earth 
44  that  l  deft  re  betides  ihrc*  My  fiefl)  and 
4(  my  heart  fails;  but  God  is  the  ftrength  of 
my  heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever-**  And 
Golomon,  fpraVintof  death,  f#id,  **  Then 
**  Ihall  theihift  retimi  to  the  earth  as  it  was ; 
fE  and  the  ftjiim  (hall  return  to  God  who 
11  gave  it,*  (Eccl-  xil  7*)  Accordingly 
Mofes,  who  was  not  tranfl*ted  js  Enoch  and 
jtlias  were,  but  died,  (fteut,  xxriv.  j,)  ap¬ 
peared  with  Elias  in  the  mount  of  transire 
gmaiion,  Mat-  xriL  3.  which  was  before  the 
dpuh  and  reiurrtetion  of  our  Lord,  wheo> 


T  E. 

asthefe  gentlemen  fancy,  Ik  awakened  the 
fouls  of  all  the  good  men  dut  had  died  be¬ 
fore  him-  Chrift  aUbm  ihe  dsysof  his  mi- 
jrfftry  fpake  of  the  angels  having  carried  'La¬ 
zarus  into  Abraham’s  bofcm  when  be  died, 
(Lnke  xvi*  **-}  And  he  argued  from  Cod'* 
calling  himtirlf  “  the  God  of  Abraham,  the 
(t  God  of  Iftuc,  and  the  God  of  Jacob,1* 
tha?  they  were  then  living  in  their  fouls,  « 
welt  as  mouid  have  a  re  fur  reckon  to  eternal 
life;  Jince  **  God  is  not  the  God  of  the 
*(  dead,  but  of  the  living*  for  they  all  live 
*f  to  him/1  which  fuppules  a  cnmtmid  liv¬ 
ing  exigence  of  their  ibuls  in  a  Rate  of  tup* 
pincis*  (See  Luke  ax.  37,  33,  and  the  nore 
on  M'Jt.xuit,  5a*}  And  our  apoftlefttyf,  in 
the  chapter  before  us,  w,  \ 5,  4*  They  rfc- 
u  fired  a  better  country,  t'  at  is  an  heaven* 
**  ty ;  wherefore  God  is  nnt  otbamed  to  be  - 
tl  called  thdr  God,  for  he  bath  prepared 
**  for  them  ft  cry.*1  (Sec  the  note  there.) 
This  therefore  cannot  be  the  “  better  thir.w 
u  that  he  has  prepared*  for  Mf:  hut  it  mule 
relate  to  fomeddog  more  peculiar  10  tha 

gt>fpd-fLtet 
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in  their  iniquities !  Gut  as  to  thofe  who,  Hte  Enoch  and  Noah,  walk  with  Cod* 
as  heirs  of  the  rightcoulhcfe  of  faith  ;  and,  like  Abraham^  readily  obey  his  com¬ 
mands,  when  he  c*iL  them  to  leave  all  earthly  kindred  and  enjoyments,  and  re- 
fignthemfelves  up  to  nis  difpofal,  He,  in  performance  of  hts  promifes,  fometimea 
works  wonders  of  jrovidtv.ee  for  them,  and  will  lurely  give  them  an  eternal  in¬ 
heritance  in  the  glorious  heavenly  city  of  immoveable  foundations*  which  they  are 
ft  eking  and  looking  for,  and  God  fcimfclfis  the  builder  oft  and  has  prepared 'for 
them*  They  may  indeed  expr ft  to  meet  with  great  trials,  in  the  way,  though 
not  equal  to  that  of  Abraham*  when  he  was  ordered  to  offer  up  his  only  begot¬ 
ten  ton.  But  what  Tweet  fupports  does  fjiith  i^ive  under  them  J  And  how  lorde 
jhould  they  fit  from  this  world,  as  pilgrims  and  fl  rangers  upon  earth,  that  arc 
defiring  and-tra  veiling  toward  heaven  as  their  proper  home,  and  incomparably 
better  country  than  any  on  es-.rth  t  While  faith  looks  at  the  bit  fled  rtcompcnfe 
of  reward,  it  fortifies  us  agaiult  the  fear  of  man,  and  alt  the  terrors  of  death  ;  and 
makes _us  choofe  thrift*  and  even  a  ft; faring  lot  with  his  people,  rather  than  ail 
(he  riches,  honours,  and  plcafures  cf  this  tvanfitory  world,  in  hope  of  a  refuiTec- 
tion  to  eternal  life.— --—With  what  fovcrcign  grace,  dues  God  give  faith  to  fomc 
of  the  mo  ft  infamous  characters,  like  Rtthah  the  harfot,  and  fave  them,  while  o* 
th^rs,  like  the  reft  of  the  people  at  Jericho*  are  left  to  periih  for  their  difobedi* 
jmOe  and  unbelief  !  How  numbrrld's,  and  in  a  manner,  endlera  are  the  mflances 
of  the  power  of  faith  for  exemplary  foffevmg-,  as  well  as  doing  great  things,  with 
Arengtb  ami  courage  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  !  And  how  different  is  God's  ac¬ 
count  frcun  that  of  ungodly  Turners,  concerning  eminent  faints  \  Though  the  wft> 
fced  and  prophaue  think  them  not  worthy  to  live,  God  often  thinks  them  too 
great  bk  flings  to  continue  long  among  them*  And  how  much  greater  helps  have 
we  to  our  faith  under  the  New  Teft^mcntedifpenfation,  than  Old  Teftamcnt- be¬ 
lievers  had  for  theirs  i  thrift,  and  ail  the  bktfhigsof  the  gofpeft  are  now  exhibited 
ju  their  foil  light  and  glory,  that  we  might  rnjnv  the  molt  perieft  ftate  of  gofpete 
worfliip,  privileges,  and  advjintzgt-s  on  earth,  tils  the- whole  fchciTie  of  divine  wif* 
dom  and  love  fhaU  he  fiinlhed  in  beaYeu*  Thai  we,  together  with  Old  Tefta- 
nrtttib  believer?,  ffiail  be  ptrftfted  for  ever.  O  may  the  ftrength  and  activity  of 
our  faith  exceed  theirs,  id  proportion  to  our  richer  means  and  advantages  !  AmJ 
may  we  die,  a*  well  as  live,  in  vigorous  exertifes  of  it  ■ 
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CHAP-  XIL 

The  apojllf  from  the  preceding  account  of  the  faith  of  OH  Ttjlamcni'bt** 
Invert,  wider  all  their  dijjicitkics^  exhorts  the  Hebrews  to  (onjianey 
and  perfeverance  in  faith  end  patience^  under  all  their  trials  and  af~ 
JH^tions ;  &:d,  ft  ill  further  to  encourage  them  thereunto^  fets  before 
them  the  mere  eminent  example  of  Chr if  y  and  the  gracious  def git  cf 
God  in  alt  the  fuff c rings  they  endure l  i% — 1 3.  Recommends  to  them 

peace  and  hdhicjs*  and  cautions  them  againjl  ailing  a  profane  part , 
like  IUau>  in  defp  ifrg  fp irit ual  hUJJi trg s *  14,-17.  And  enforces  bis 
argument  by  c  eonjideration  of  the  mm  h  greater  excellency  cf  the  AVitt, 
than  the  Old  Tejlanunt-difpenfation^  18,-29- 


Tixt* 

W  Heitfiuty  tc- 
iug  wc  alfo 
are  compared  *■ 

urn  with  ft?  $iw 

a 


Paraphrase. 

SINCE  therefore,  from  the  foregoing  inflaoces  of  thq 

excellency  and  power  of  faith  ro  fupporr  under,  and 

triumph  over  all  difficulties  and  dangers,  it  appears  that 

we  are  furtoupded  with  authentic  records  of  vail  mul¬ 
titude* 

■ 
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a  ciond  of  w:t* 
ndlcf  Jet  us  lay  a* 

fide  every  weight, 
and  the  fin  which 
doth  fi>  eafily  be* 
let  mt  and  let  us 
run  with  patience 

the  net  that  is 

fet  hefurt  HA. 


titudes  of  believers  who  unite  in  their  teftiroony  to 
the  duty  and  rich  advantage  of  relying  entirely  upon 
the  infinite  urlfdom,  power,  faithfulnefs  and  goodnefc 
of  God,  according  to  hie  ward,  how  great  foever  their 
trials  and  afllicbons  were,  let  us  in  imitation  of,  and 
animared  by*  their  memorable  and  encouraging  exam¬ 
ple,  as  though  they  were  looking  on,  as  eyc-witneffts 
of  our  behaviour  f,  be  like  racers,  who  ftrip  themfdvcs 
for  running ;  let  us,  in  the  exercife  of  faith  and  feb- 
denial*  cajl  of  the  works  of  darkntfst  (Horn;  xtii-  12.) 
and  all  inordinate  affections  to,  and  cares  abcur  the 


things  of  this  worid,  and  Liy  afide  ail  nbfcrvanccs  of 
the  ceremonial  law,  that  entangling  yoke  of  bondage, 
and  every  thing  elfe  that  would  be  a  clog  upon  our 
holy  prof dlt on,  and  a  heavy  damp  upon  our  {pints,  and 
hindrance  to  our  progrefs  in  our  Chriftian  courfe  and 
tendencies  heaven-ward  \  and  let  us  endeavour  with  full 
purpofe  of  heart,  by  divine  grace,  to  difentangle  our- 
fdves  from  the  power  of  original  corruption,  and  of 
every  fin,  which,  either ,  through  natural  conftituiion 
under  our  native  depravity,  or  through  our  peculiar  cir- 
cumthmcrs,  company,  andfituations  in  life,  we  are  mod 
liable  and  eicpofcd  to,  and  in  danger  of  being  overcome 
byt  and  which  is  ever  at  hand  (w*?pir*Tw)  to  embarrafs 
and  hinder  us  in  our  fpirituai  concerns  ;  and  efpcciaJiy 
the  great  fin  of  unbelief,  which  is  the  root  of  all  a  porta- 
cy,  {chap,  iii.  is*)  and  Hands  in  direct  oppoGticm  to 
that  eminent  faith,  which,  as  has  been  fhown,  {chap* 
xh)  our  famous  anceftors  exercifed  upon  all  occalioos 
and  parti cu lar! y  when  they  were  called  to  do  and  fufer 
tbs  wiii  of  God  in  the  moll  trying  in  fiances  :  And  be¬ 
ing  thus  mfencumbered  from  every  load,  and  hindrance, 
fra ^3  temptation  without,  and  corruption  within,  let  us 

Uy 


NOTE  S. 


*  A  as  ftro’ios,  Dr  O.vtn,  ami 

Others  have  obfcrved,  >vai  i  i  mi  r  often 

tifcd  by  ancient  wrircrs  to  fje-:j:!y  a  great 
multitude;  and  we  have  iiiilaatfs  of  iu  lin¬ 
ing  fa  ULcd  in  the  fjerei  ScnjJiwres  ss  if, 
jtltv*  2t.  and  lx.  8.  and  ivxck+  tuvniL  gp 


thereby  took  care  tn  Imve  as  li:  etc 
wghc  to  carry  as  pofljblc,  and  to  pot  orf  Al 
Juch  ctoihei,  as  by  their  weight,  length,  or 
othenvL’e,  ndght  incommode  or  hinder  them 
in  their  con (See  the  note  i  Cor.  ix.  j 
It  is  notorious  that  chcie  ions  of  public  cv- 


ld*  It  may  betaken  »$  a  ttroo^  figurative 
expfefijoii  of  gieat  companies,  inailutiuci  to 
the  innumerable  drops  of  mater  tha*  a»c 
eollefhrd  together  into  a  thick  rnd  rtfreflvng 
ebud  ;  and,  perhaps,  the  dhtfign  may  be 
to  the  cloud  of  giory  that  encompafllj  If* 
reel,  and  wu  *  joining  light  to  them  iu  the 
wiideraert* 

f  Here,  and  in  the  remainder  of  this  ver Ctt 
ii  an  evident  alJuGou  to  the  cufton*  of  fhftJb 
d3y$,  in  which,  among  o‘ her  exerrifes,  races 
were  utaa:  to  be  run ;  uni  they  due  wav  ea- 


erdfes  were  very  frequent  m  the  Gittian  urA 
Roman  games,  which  the  Hebrews  cou-J 
force  be  ignor.int  of  j  and,  rn  imitation  of 
thefe,  Henxt  A^rippahad,  bef +rc  the  uprit- 
inj^  of  this  cpittie,  built  a  tLcjite  and  jm- 
phithea:re  at  Jmifalem,  and  infHturei]  py- 
blic  game!*  to  be  ccl^orjtcd  tfltb  grcal  tna^n1- 

ficence,  ih  honour  of  Claudius  Cilir, 
advanced  him  fa  the  kingdom  t>f 
(Vi  lc  Jflfcpk  Actiq.  lib*  xv.  cap.  9*  fetb  i- 
et  de  Bek  Jui*  lib.  u  cap*  a.  Xcd. 
Ed*t.  HudT. 


Ch.  St. 


1  \in* 

to  Jefu*  the  au< 
thor  and  fin-iter 
of  Mr  faith  {  who, 
(jT  the  jof  that 
was  fiet  before 
bin,  endured  the 

Crot\  ddptfing 
the  Ihjiftt,  and  is 
let  down  »t  the 
ri*ht  hind  of  the 
throucof  God. 


T&e  EpijiJe  to  the  Hebrews  perepbrafeiL  jjf}: 

lav  ourfelvu  out,  in  th z  exertion  of  our  Chriftian-prm* 
ciples,  unto  an  exercife  of  per/eve  ring  fortitude,  quiet* 
nefs,  aud  patient  refignatirm  to  the  holy  and  fovereign 
will  of  God,  under  our  manifold  fufferings  \  and  hold 
on  our  way,  in  running  with  (peed,  fleadinefs,  and  vi¬ 
gour,  till  we  finifti  our  cowrie  of  faith,  and  of  the  afflic¬ 
tion,  and  unrefetved  obcdunce,  which  is  appointed  10  ua 
of  God,  and  marked  out  in  his  word,  and  in  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  forementioned  worthies,  togeth  r  wirti  the 
glorious  itfue  that  we  may  przfs  toward  the  mark  for 
the  prize  of  the  high  catling  of  Godin  Chrljl  Jefnt.  (Phil* 

iii,  14.} 

2  in  running  this  Chriftian-coutfe,  as  ever  we  would 
fiutih  it  well,  let  us,  like  racers  that  look  forward,  be 
continually  (*f*pevnf)  looking  olT  from  fin,  andiejf, 
and  the  allurements  and  terrors  of  this  world,  and  from 
every  thing  that  would  pull  us  back  and  difhearten  us& 
and  be  looking  forward  by  faith  to  Jefus,  the  fuflering 
Saviour,  that  we  may  derive  grace  and  ftrength  from 
him,  to  enable  us  to  follow  his  mofl  perfe£l  pattern* 
who  is  not  only  a  matchkfs  example,  but  the  efficient 
cau(e,  leader,  conductor,  and  captain  of  our 

faith*  to  begin  it  in  us,  and  to  encourage,  increafe* 
Carry  on  and  perfect  it,  and  at  length  to  crown  it  with 
all  itg  blefied  fruits  and  effects,  in  virtue  of  hU  merito¬ 
rious  fufferings  and  death  ;  who  fud  an  afiured  profpeft 
of  the  great  and  glorious  things  that  fliould  be  brought 
ahout  thereby,  and  were  the  rejoicing  of  his  foul,  [fohrt 
xiii'  31,  32*};  fuch  as  the  Cirijfadlion  of  divine  juitice 
and  the  advancement  of  the  glory  of  ail  God's  perfect 
cions,  and  of  his  law  and  government,  with  united  har¬ 
mony,  in  the  reconciliation  and  eternal  ftd  vat  ion  of  the 
many  fens  that  he  Should  bring  to  glory  j  as  a! fa  of  his 
own  perfonal  exaltation,  when  he  himfdf  fflould  be 
crowned  with  glory  and  honour,  [Heb*  ii.  9,  10*)  \  all 
which  were  propoitd  to  him,  for  his  encouragement 
and  reward,  in  the  eternal  covenant  b^nveen  his  Father 
and  him,  and  in  the  promifrs  and  prophecies  anfwerable 
to  it,  (If  Hit*  10,— 12.)  In  the  fort  view,  faith  and 
hope  of  all  this  joy,  he  calmly  fubmirted  to,  and  with 
aftonUhing  meek  nets  and  pariemee  endured  the  agonies 
and  lingering  pains  of  bis  crucifixion,  (fee  1  Pet*  11. 
23*  and  Luke  xxiii*  34*};  and,  with  a  truly  heroic  great- 
nefe  of  foul,  he  overlooked  all  the  ignominy  and  re¬ 
proach  of  that  fcandi’JoLis  fort  of  death,  and  all  the 
taunts  and  jeers  which  attended  it ;  and  thought  of  them 
with  fovereign contempt,  as  not  worth  regarding,  though 
he  was  therein  expofed  to  open  fhame,  as  if  he  had  been 

the 
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3  For  ^oTifidtr 
hfoi  ihar  endured 
lUrh  contradiction 
of  linncr» 
htm&irt  left  ye  he 
wtaned  and  faint 
in  yoor  miodi. 


4  Y*  bare  not 
yet  irJiflcd  onto 

moodr  Adiinjf  f 

falaA  An. 


the  mod  defpicable,  as  well  as  infamous  of  criminals. 
And  now,  in  confequence,  and  as  Hie  juft  reward  of  all 
this,  he,  in  that  very  nature  in  which  he  fufFered,  is 
exalted*  as  a  triumphant  conqueror  over  fin,  Satan,  and 
the  world,  death  and  hell,  to  a  date  of  per* e£t  reft  from 
all  his  former  fritter  mgs  and  difgrace,  and  to  the  highclt 
honour, dignity, and  authority;  which,  to  fpcak  in  a  fi¬ 
gurative  way,  may  be  called  hrs  fitting  down  at  the 
right  hand  of  the  throne,  where  God  the  Father  illuftri- 
oufly  fhiaes  in  all  his  glory.  (See  the  note  on  AQs 

»«•  5  S*) 

3  To  help  you  therefore  again  ft  difeourage  meats  un¬ 

der  all  your  tribulations  and  apprehenfions  of  danger, 
ye  ought  carefully  to  confider,  refl^fi  upon,  and  com* 
pare  all  circumftances,  relating  to  the  per- 

fort  of  Chriflj  and  his  extreme  fufferings,  together  with 
the  invincible  patience  and  undifturbed  cotnpofure  of 
mind  with  which  he  bore  up  under,  patted  through, 
and  triumphed  over,  all  the  opprobrious  oppofition,  and 
cutting  blafphetnniisinfuha,  that  the  moft  malicious  and 
wicked  men  belched  out  to  his  very  face,  againft  hit 
holy  and  divine  perfon  and  office-authority,  doctrine 
and  miracles,  all  the  days  of  bis  public  ntiniftry*  and 
efpeciaUy  towards,  and  at  his  death  :  Ye  ought  alfo  to 
compare  tbefe  with  their  glorious  fruits  to  himfclf  and 
to  you,  and  with  the  infinite  difproportion  there  is  be- 
tween  you  and  him,  and  between  the  worft  that  ever  did, 
or  can  come  upon  you,  and  the  inexprcffibly  more  fevere 
and  complicated  trials  that  met  upon  him.  Let  ail 
theft  things  be  weighed  and  fet  in  oppofition  one  to  the 
other,  («*  to  the  end  that  ye  may  not  fink  and  fail,  be 
tired  out,  and  IofeaU  patience  and  firm  nefsofmind  in  your 
holy  profeiE on,  lb  as  totbinkit  anirkfome  talk;  much  lefs 
to  throw  it  up,  by  reafon  of  the  troubles  and  affliction?, 
that  may  bcfal  you  for  his  fake,  who  fo  willingly  At¬ 
tained  all  this  for  yours. 

4  Though  the  violent  feizure  of  your  goods,  and  the 
lots  of  liberty  and  property,  which  ye  have  cheerfully 
refigned  for  the  fake  of  Chrift,  in  hope  of  a  better  in¬ 
heritance  in  heaven,  (c bap*  x.  34.)  are  indeed  very 
trying  to  flelh  and  fenfe ;  yet  it  ought  to  be  confidcred, 
that  this,  and  all  your  other  perfections  hitherto  have 
been  fo  far  reftrained  by  the  indulgence  of  providence,  as 
not  to  coft  you  your  lives  or  the  (bedding  of  your  blood, 
as  they  did  many  of  the  Old  Teftamen:*faintG  before- 
mentioned,  aod  your  great  Lord  and  Matter  himfclf,  in 
their  conflicts  with  tbe  adverfaries  that  oppofed  them)  and 
tempted  them,  as  yours  do  you,  to  iin  againft  God.  1: 

wculd 


a.  in. 


The  Epijlle  u  the  Hebrews  taraphrafcd. 


I  Acd  yt  h« 
forgotten  the  Cl* 
h^riuloD  which 
Jpakab  uotoycu 
as  unto  children, 
Mr  £>*  dtfpilc 
not  thou  the  cha- 
toning  of  the 
Lord,  nor  faint 
when  thou  act 
rebuked  of  him. 


would  therefore  he  a  dangerous,  as  well  as  Ihameful 
cowardice  for  any  of  you  to  flinch*  and  dcGft  from  your 
Chriftian-courfc,  on  account  of  the  leflVr  difficulties 
and  Ioffes  which  ye  meet  with,  {*ymK**i »*)  in  contend* 
ing  again  It  (in  and  finful  men,  as  ant  agon  ifts  who  fet 
themfelves,  like  combatants,  in  oppofnion  to  you,  and 
llrive  to  defeat  and  foil  you  \  as,  in  ccmefts  tor  victory, 
one  endeavours  to  do  again  ft  another, 

5  And  can  ye  be  unmindful  of  *,  as  they  certainly 
are  who  faint  under  their  trials?  Or  are  ye,  like  them, 
fo  mfenflble  and  inadvertent,  as  not  to  and 

he  affected  with  that  gracious  and  encouraging  ohorta* 
tion,  which  is  dire&ed  to,  and  reafons  with 

all  and  every  one  of  you,  who  are  true  believers,  as 
with  petforts  under  the  endearing  relation  and  character 
of  the  children  of  God*  in  which  he,  as  your  heavenly 
Father,  fpealcs  with  all  tendernefs  by  Solomon ,  which  is 
applicable  for  your  direction,  caution,  and  comfort  un¬ 
der  every  tribulation  ?  ( Prcv .  iii*  n*)  My  heaven^born 
and  adopted  Son,  who, art  the  object  of  my  peculiar 
Care  and  affectionate  love,  have  a  care,  on  oue  hand, 
of  flighting  or  taking  no  notice  of,  or  being  not  fuka- 
blr  affe&ed  with  the  corrections  which  the  Lord  your 
God  and  Father  fees  fit,  in  the  dtfpofals  of  l)is  wife  and 
holy  prqvidence,  ro  lay  upon  you  for  your  in- 

ft  tuition  ;  Far  be  it  from  you  to  treat  them  with  neglefk 
and  contempt,  as  if  no  good  could  be  anfwered  by 
them  j  or  to  behave  like  a  ftubbom,  bardenedj  and  in-* 
corrigible  child,  under  his  father's  chaftening  for  h:s 
faults,  to  reclaim  and  reform  him,  as  though  you  re* 
folved  ro  rake  your  own  courfe,  and  would  neither  bow 
under,  nor  hearken  to  the  rod,  and  who  has  appointed 
it*  ( Mich *  vL  9*)  And,  on  the  other  hand,  as  you 
ffiould  feriouftr  conlidtr,  that,  whomever  be  the  inftm- 

M 

meats  of  yoar  troubles,  God  has  a  holy,  fovereign,  and 
overruling  hand  in  them,  and  has  wile  and  gracious 
defignsin  appointing  and  permitting  them  5  fo  you  ought 
to  take  heed,  left,  through  impuicnce,  frctfulnefs,  or 
nufeonftruftious  of  his  difpentations,  and  the  workings 
of  unbelief,  you  (brink  and  be  dilheartened,  to  the  ne* 
gle£fc  of  duty  j  or  defpair  of  relief,  and  refufe  to  be 
comforted  under  his  reproofs* 

6  For  what  the  Lord  does  herein,  is  fo  far  front  be* 
ing  a  token  of  his  hatred  of  you,  (as  fainting  fouls  arc 

ape 

NOTE* 

*  4t  Ye  have  forgotten  the  exhortation interrogatively,  have  ye  forgotten  ?*  And 
according  la  a  different  painting  nf  the  fco-  both  fenfes  -r-  taken  into  the  paraph  rale* 
tract,  which  U  arbitrary,  may  be  rendered 


4  For  whom 
the  Lard  loveth 

he 
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he  ckaflentth  , 
HUl  fcoiirjffrth  C- 
Ttty  l  n  ivliam  he 
itccivcth. 


*1  Tf  ye  <n:Jtire 
cbaOcning,  God 
d^leth  with  you 
i&  mkh  Tons:  for 
what  fnn  U  he 
vhom  the  farber 
daQcnah  not  ? 


ff  flat  ft  re  be 
vfthotf  ch&(hie-. 
went,  whereof  til 
errpentker^tben 


apt  to  conclude  again  ft  themfelves)  that*  on  the  con* 
trary,  your  being  cxercifed  with  it,  and  patiently  bear* 
ing  it,  may  be  juftly  coultrued  and  improved  into  an 
argument  of  his  great  kindiicfc  for  you*  that  iniquity 
may  not  be  your  ruin,  according  to  what  immediately 
follows  in  Sohmorfs  admonition,  {Pr&v»  iii*  hi2.)  where 
he  fays  of  thofr,  for  whom  the  Lord  has  a  fpecial  fa* 
vour,  as  for  his  own  dear  children,  He  for  wife  and  ho* 
ly  reafons  eiercifea  them,  more  or  lets,  with  various  af^ 
fltiiiom,  not  in  a  way  ofl  aw- wrath,  for  thefatisfaflioncf 
hisjuflice,  which  is  borne  by  Chrift  for  them,  (vtr,  2.) 
but  in  a  way  of  fatherly  ch  iftiieinent  for  their  iniquities, 
in  order  to  their  being  purged  from  them,  ( I/a *  xxviu 
9,);  and  he  lays  the  rod  of  comGion  frwr**)  with  the 
heavier  hand,  when  there  may  be  occaGon  for  it,  upon 
every  one,  whom  he  receives  into  the  relation  of  a  fon, 
nnd  whom  he  accepts,  and  takes  care  of,  as  fuch,  that 
he  may  prepare  him  for,  and,  at  length,  receive  him 
to  himfelf  in  a  better  world* 

7  So  that,  if  ye  be  not  only  YiGtcd  with,  but  are 

alfo  enabled,  with  faith,  patience,  and  perfeverance* 
humbly  to  fubmit  to,  and  bear  up  cou  rag  ecu  fly  under 
fuch  afflictions  of  any  fort,  as  God  in  his  providence 
permits,  or  orders,  or  meafures  out  unto  you,  He  there*' 
in  prefents  himfelf  to  you,  not  in  a  hofliie 

manner,  like  an  enemy,  but  with  a  benevolent  difpoJw 
tion  and  dcfign7  like  a  kind  of  parent,  who  has  your 
true  welfare  at  heart  j  and  only  takes  the  fame  courfc 
with  you,  as  a  prudent  fjther  ufes,  and  indeed  ought 
to  go  into,  in  dealing  with  his  own  children :  For  where 
is  the  fon,  whom  an  earthly  father,  that  is  good,  wife, 
and  faithful,  does  not  correft,  with  due  moderation, 
for  bis  faults,  to  reclaim  him  from  them,  when  he  cb- 
feivcs  that  they  loudly  call  for  it?  And  where  is  the 
child  cf  God,  in  whom  there  is  nothing  offenfivc  that 
needs  mending,  and  whom  his  heavenly  Father  does 
not  feafoitahly  chaftife,  that  he  may  not,  like  fooliflily 
fond  parents,  fpare  the  rod  and  fpoil  the  child,  when, 
in  his  infinite  wifdom  and  love,  he  fees  that  there  is 
need  of  it  for  anfwering  fome  valuable  purpofes  of  his 
own  glory,  and  its  fpiritual  improvement,  while  it  is 
in  this  imperfect  Gate,  and  training  up  for  heaven  ? 

8  But  if,  nonmhftanding  all  that  is  amifi  in  you, 
and  your  remaining  propensity  to  evil,  ye  were  to  be  in¬ 
dulged  with  uninterrupted  eafe  and  profperity  in  the 
world,  without  any  rubs  in  your  way,  or  any  mixture 

of  troubles,  35  the  correflivs  and  inftru£tive  chaflen* 

ings  of  the  Lord)  with  which  all  bis  children*  even 

the 
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9  Jwl!i<nnow, 
have  had  fa¬ 
ther*  of  our  fltfh, 

vhidi  COfRtltd 
W*#  lad  T4't  ^VC 
/Vm  rwitnrt  l 
(lidl  we  not  much 
rather  be  in  lub* 
jcnioit  umo  tbe 
Father  of  Jjpirin 
jodJirv  ? 


the  mnft  eminent  of  them,  have  been,  are,  and  will 
be  vifited  one  way  or  other,  though  in  different  degree; 
and  if  ye  have  not  been  brought  to  fubmit  co  this  whole- 
feme  and  needful  difciplrne  of  his  family  ye  might 
then  juftJy  be  looked  upon,  ard  indeed  would  be  dealt 
with  in  a  way  of  divine  neglect,  as  a  fpurious  brood, 
and  not  the  true  genuine  Tons  of  GoJ,  and  heirs  of  die 
eternal  inheritance,  who  are  ckajbned  of  the  Lordt  that 
they  might  net  be  condemned  v;ith  the  worlds  ( i  Cct.  at?, 
32.)  Pur  hd  fays  of  the  falfe-hearted  prokflbr,  as  he  did 
of  backHidrag  JSphram,  he  is  joined  to  idols  s  kt  him  a* 
kne%  (Hofea  iv.  17.) 

9  It  may  alfo  be  of  ufc  for  jou  further  to  cunGder* 
in  what  a  better  manner*  with  what  fuperior  authority, 
and  to  what  better  purpofe,  the  chafteninga  of  your 
heavenly  Father  are  managed,  than  chcfe  imlifteil  by 
earthly  parents  that  ye  may  he  more  fubmiftve  to  him, 
than,  as  in  duty  bound,  ye  ever  were  to  them  therein- 
It  is  a  common  cafe  with  us  all,  that,  in  the  days  of 
our  minority,  our  fathers  from  whom  we  derived  our 
frail,  corrupt,  and  mortal  bodies,  as  they  were  the  in- 
ftrumems  of  begetting  them,  and  by  whole  cure  and 
expellee,  under  divine  providence,  we  received  all  things 
for  their  fuppon  and  comfort,  took  occafions  toorrett 
us  for  our  mifdetneanors;  and  we  hud,  or  ought  to  hare 
had,  fuch  a  fenfe  of  their  authority  over  us,  as  to  (hour 
a  reverential  and  dutiful  regard  to  them,  by  bowing* 
and  yielding  to  their  paternal  difripline  for  our  instruc¬ 
tion,  and  corre£Uon  $  and  by  fubmitting  to  the  rod* 
confcffing  our  crimes*  and  taking  heed  not  to  offend 
them  any  more,  nor  to  love  them,  or  think  they  loved 
us  the  lets,  hecaufe  they  corre&ed  us :  This  certainty 
became  us  *  \  and  is  not  there  much  higher  reafon  for 
us  to  own  the  fupreme  and  fovereign  authority  of  onr 
heavenly  Father  who  is  the  Cod  of  the  jpirits  of  all  fiejhf 
(Numb.  xvi.  21.  and  xxvii*  16.)  as  he  is  the  immedi¬ 
ate  Creator,  preferver  and  governor  of  our  rational  and 

immortal 


N  O 

*  The  lattiWu  between  the  K  fathers  of 
*<  our  fa  lb,  tirtf  the  Father  of  oar  fpIriUt* 
Ibnv^  ill  it  mir  eacrt  hty  fathers  itc  enl^  the 
in&raments  of  the  geaemkm  of  cur  bodies, 
BTid  that  our  llmls  w  pot  ex  tradawf  or  by 
famalioji  from  them;  tfct  that  they  ire 
created  by  the  im  media  re  power  of  God,  and 
infufed  into  the  body,  from  ajp  to  t«,  « 
ibe  Ibid  of  our  father  A<Len  wu  in  hfa  pro- 
duAlon,  wbeo  God  **  formed  hi*  body  of  the 
“  dofltftbe£rtund,enri  breathed  Into  hi*  do* 
“  lb ilt  the  breath  of  life  j  and  nan  became  a 

VOL.  V.  t 
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**  Uvin£foult”  (0«a_  H*  tO  And,  **totti4 
£.<nU  ofm*  ^rctoiientf)  ‘‘  the  breach  of  the 
**  Almighty  hM  gieen  ihcnr  life,  (Job  xixiiL 
4.)  they  arc  11  the  fowl*  that  he  nil  made,* 
Ifj  UU.  rtf*}  be  U  *ifb  fpelfcet*  of  in  tho 
prtfrnt  teoffl)  a*  the  God  who  “  formeth 
the  fpirit  of  tnan  within  Mai,*  (Zech,  att. 
1.)  and  Solomon,  fpcaktag  of  d&th,  frys* 
**  Then  I  Ml  die  dutl  rcrurn  to  the  earth  as 
*'  it  w«;  and  die  fpirit  ftnlt  return  to  God 
**  who  gave  it/*  (£cvW.  xsi.  y*J 

D  d 
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to  For  they  ve¬ 
rily  i  r  *  Je# 
days  p, 

>ftcr  ;  itif  '■♦jvn 

tkifurt;  but  he 
f*?r  our  profir, 
tbj:  we  be 

partakers  of  bis 
hoiiocis- 


ti  Kow  no 

dttftenlnf  fot  the 
p  relent  Jiemtth 
to  be  joyous,  but 
grievous  :  ftever- 
thclffs,  a  f let  ward 
it  yicUIttll  the 
pc^f;eai;Lc  froit  of 
righift'-ulhcf*  un¬ 
to  them  which 
are  cttrcifei 
thereby. 


The  EpiJtU  to  the  Hebrews  paraphrafid*  Cfe.  xi'- 

irn  mortal  fouls,  and  renews  them  by  regenerating  grace? 
Stall  we  nor  meekly  and  patiently  fubmit  to  his  father¬ 
ly  chaflening  for  our  iniquities,  and  be  afhamed  of  them, 
grieved  for  them,  and  concerned  at  heart,  that  wc  may 
offend  him  no  more;  bat  may  maintain  an  humble  re¬ 
verence  of  him,  and  an  affectionate  obediential  fuh- 
je£tion  to  him,  with  grateful  acknowledgments  of  his 
love  and  favour,  even  in  his  chaftenings  ;  and  fo  may 
live  in  holy  communion  with  him,  and  devotednefs  to 
him  be*e,  and  for  ever  with  him  in  glory  hereafter;  this 
is  infinitely  more  to  our  advantage,  than  any  fubmif- 
fjon  to  the  corrections  of  our  flefhly  fathers  could  be. 

to  For  tfuly  fome  of  them  chaftemd  us,  during  the 
little  while  of  our  minority,  in  an  arbitrary  way,  thru* 
humour,  pa  (lion,  pride,  oi\  weaknefs,  without  duly 
aiming  3t  our  good  by  it ;  and  even  the  wifeft  of  them* 
who  meant  w=  ll,  an d  aded  according  to  the  bed  of 
their  fallible  judgment,  might  miflake  the  proper  fe  a  - 
fons  or  measures  of  their  reproofs  and  putjifhments; 
and  the  benefit  we  reaped  by  them  was  only,  at  mod, 
for  the  ftiort  feafon  of  this  tranfitory  life;  bur  out  hea¬ 
venly  Father,  who  is  a  God  of  unerring  wifdom  and 
judument,  and  of  the  tcnderrfl;  compaflion,  never  cx- 
ereifes  his  authority  in  correding  us,  while  we  are  m 
this  imperfect  Rare,  which  is  a  fort  of  nonage,  but  in 
clue  proportion,  and  when  he  knows  it  to  be  beft  for 
us  ;  he  evrr  defigns,  and  one  way  or  other  promotes, 
our  fpmtuai  and  eternal  benefit  by  k,  that  all  the  fruit 
may  be  to  take  away  fin,  and  make  us  more  and  more 
conformable  to  his  own  holy  nature  and  will  in  this 
world,  till  we  be  wrought  up  to  a  finlcfs  perfection  in 
the  world  to  cime.  Shall  we  not  therefore  humble  our- 
/elves  under  the  mighty  band  of  God,  that  be  may  exalt 
us  in  due  time  ?  (j  Feter  v,  6,) 

1 1  Now,  though  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  and  may, 
perhaps,  he  objected  ag<dnft  the  benefit  of  divine  cor¬ 
rections,  that  no  affliction*  though  but  in  the  caftiga* 
tory  way,  is  defirahle  for  its  own  fake,  or  can  be  coiifi- 
dcred  as  pleafaru  in  itfdf,  or  agreeable  to  0e(h  and 
blood  and  carnal  reafon,  while  we  arc  under  it;  hut 
is  in  its  own  nature,  as  a  chaftcning,  very  irkfome,  and 
fometimes  very  diftrrffing  and  hard  to  be  borne,  efpe- 
cially  when  wc  ccnfider  it  as  a  token  of  God1*  difplea- 
fure  for  fin;  Yet,  in.  the.  judgment  of  faith,  and  in 
after-reflections,  upon  it,  and  by  an  attending  and  con* 
fequent  fanftified  ufe  of  it,  it  produces  peaceful  and 
comfortable  fruits  of  a  fpiritual  and  hoiy  nature,  which 
are  evidences  of  our  iUte  of  peace  with  God*  through 

faith 


Ch,  xil. 
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#9 


i  >  Wbewfore, 

lift  up  the  hand* 
vhJchhangdwrn, 
and  the  feeble 
inert: 


faith  in  the  right«ju£hefs  of  Chrift,  (Rm*  n  j.)  bring 
peace  id  to  our  own  foul  a,  and  promote  a  peaceable 
tcfriper  towards  others,  {If  17*  and  Jamtt  HL 

18.) ;  and  which  make  us  wifer  and  better,  mure  humble 
under  a  fenfe  of  (in,  more  watchful  and  prayerful, 
more  circumfpe£t  in  our  walk,  mors  veined  from  this 
world,  and  more  fpi  ritual,  holy,  arid  heavenly* minded, 
than  ever  we  were  before*  ’Wntii  we  are  trained  up 
by  them,  and  learn  in  that  inftru&ive  ft  bool  to  bear 
them  with  faiih  and  patience,  with  due  fubmifuon  toi 
and  reverence  of  our  heavenly  Father,  virh  ferkms  in-* 
qu  tries,  wherefore  he  contends  with  us,  and  with  an 
efccrcife  of  every  other  grace,  that  is  CciUbie  to  Hie  iu- 
X ute  and  defignof  afflifted  circutrflunccs,the.  advantage, 
which  refutes  front  them,  is  vaftly  zn  over-balance  to 
the  pain  and  farrow  of  undergoing  ths:n  }  and  what¬ 
ever  we  thought  while  they  prefled  forely  upon  us,  we 
rilay,  after  we  \\zyc  been  exureifrd  with  them,  and 
come  to  reflefi  upon  them,  fay  with  David)  /f  i j  geed 
for  nw  that  1  have  been  aj/kffef  that  1  might  lean:  tty 
fatutci  ;  and  thou t  0  L?rd,  in  faithfuhifs  halt  cjjli£}ed 

:tacv  (Ff,  ctit*  7i>  ^5*}  And  hereufrt;rj  jvhen  we  get 

to  heaTco,  we  fh ill  clearly  fee,  and  abundantly  reap 
the  rich  advantage  of  them  all, 

12  Since  therefore  thefe  are  the  gracious  ends  and 
benefits  of  God’s  chaftening  you,  du  nor  give  way  to 
dejeflion  or  defpoudency  under  them,  like  pe  ruins 
who,  through  famnefa  in  running  a  lace  %  t.) 

hang  down  ibeir  heads,  which  are  tokens  of  wcanuefs, 
drooping,  andfadnefs;  and  the  joints  cf  whole  knees 
fbake  and  fmite  together  through  weaknefe,  fear,  and 
difmay  j  {Nahum  it.  io,)  And  take  heed  of  being 
difh canned,  or  of  dtftiearming  one  another  under  the 
fufferings  that  befal  you ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  encourage 
yourfelves,  and  each  other  in  the  Lord  ycur  God,  ta 
hdld  on  in  hi*  ways,  like  periaas  that  lift  up  their  hands 
with  alacrity,  joy,  and  triumph;  and  when  any  are 
fearful  and  faint-hearted  among  you,  look  well  to  your- 
fetves  and  your  fellow  Ob riflia t:s,  that  ye  be  flrong  in 
the  Lord  and  in  the  power  of  his  might,  as  knowing 
that  your  God  wilt  come  with  vengeance  to  your  cue* 

mies, 

T  E. 

care  about  themfslvcr,  or  about  their  bre¬ 
thren;  the  laft  of  ftertt*  to  be  moft 

lmmeJUcdy  intended  fq  the  palfafti  he.o 
quoted  frum  If  j,  vhere  it  Ik*  Uius, 
41  Scftngtbcu  ye  the  v««k  hand*,  And  ftu* 
**  firm  die  fori>k 


H  O 

*  Here  frems  to  be  an  illoCon  to  men* 
wFurzppcarcobc either fainr,  or vijprooe in 
ratMiiEg,  according  »  their  hftodf  bang 
down,  and  their  knees  m  feeble,  or  not ; 
And  the  exhortilion  in  thlf  and  lb*  neit 
verfa  qmy  be  conGdeiod  u  directed  Co  the 
tfcbieWf*  vich  a  nfcrcooc  cither  to  their 

•Dd 


420  The  Ef'tfile  to  the  Hebrews  par&pbrafed, '  -  Ch.  xii. 


tj  And  mate 
ftraight  f»fhs  tW 
your  ft-ct,  kft 
that  which  is 
lame  be  turned 
out  of  the  way, 
but  let  it  rather 
b*  heded* 


Irf  Fallow  puct 
«ith  ail  men, and 
hd  in  eft,  with  not 
which  no  man 
frill  fee  the  Lord* 


mies*  and  •with  rscampencc  of  good  to  you,  and  u ;U$ 
jave  you,  ( If,  xxxv-  3,  4,)  A  belief  of  this,  and  a 
courageous  behaviour  correfpondent  to  it,  will  be  like 
ftrengthening  the  weak  hands,  and  confirming  the  fee* 
ble  knees. 

13  And,  that  a/Hiftions  jmy  be  fuitahly  improved, 
and  not  loft  upon  you,  fee  that,  like  levellers  of  the 
road  for  travellers  and  racers,  ye,  by  a  clofe  adherence 
to  Chrift,  and  by  a  convention  becoming  the  gofpel, 

remove  all  obftacles  but  of  your  own  and  your  brethren’s 
way  to  eternal  life,  that  both  ye  yourfelves,  and  they 
may  walk  uprightly,  and  run  fteadiiy  in  the  paths  of 
truth  and  holinefs,  and  may  make  the  word  of  God 
your  only  rule  of  faith,  worfhip,  and  obedience,  that 
that  it  may  be  a  light' to  pur  feet ,  and  a  lamp  to  pur 
path,  (Pf.  cxix.  lOj.)  and  all  your  ways  may  be  direc* 
ted  to  keep  his  ftafutes;  left  thofe  of  you,  who  are  ready 
to  bait,  and  to  be  milled  in  theii  Chriftian-eburfc, 
through  temptation,  darknefs,  and  fear  of  fufterings, 
and  through  the  cunning  crafrinefs  offuch  as  lye  in 
wait  to  deceive,  be  perverted  and  turned  afide  from 
Chrift  and  the  gofpel,  and  from  the  paths  of  tighteoof- 
nefs  and  peace  :  But  let  it,  on  the  contrary,  be  your 
great  concern,  that  your  own  fouls,  and  the  fouls  of 
your  fellovtuChrifiians,  may  be  relieved  under  all  fpiri- 
tual  infirmities,  difcouragemems,  and  fears  ;  and  may 
be  reftored  to  a  right  mind,  and  to  ftrength  and  vigour 
in  the  good  ways  of  the  Lord,  and  kept  ftedfaft  in  the 
profeffion,  faith,  hope,  and  bolinefs  of  the  gofpel. 

14  In  order  hereunto,  Let  it  be  your  conftant  care, 
and  earned  endeavour,  to  purfue  the  things  which 
make  for  peace,  in  civil  and  religious  fociery,  a)  far  as 
is  confident  with  truth  and  holinefs.  {Rm.  xiv.  19,) 
Run  eagerly  after  it,  even  when  it  feems  to  flee  from 
you  i  and  do  your  utmoft  by  all  lawful  means  to  obtain 
it,  that,  if  pofiible,  ye  may  live  peaceably  with  all 
men,  (Asm.  xit.  18.)  whether  they  be  Jews  or  Gentiles, 
Chrift  ians  or  heathens,  friends  or  enemies,  and  fueh 
as  perfecute  you :  And,  together  with  peace,  be  fare 
to  follow  after  bolinefs,  in  daily  -applications  to  the 
throne  of  grace  for  it,  and  in  the  ufe  of  a'l  other  means 
of  helping  you  forwards  in  it :  Whether  ye  can  fucceed 
in  your  attempts  for  peace  with  men  or  not,  ftudy  to 
promote  univerfal  purity  of  heart  and  life,  in  conformi¬ 
ty  to  the  image  and  will  of  God,  as  in  others,  fo  parti¬ 
cularly  in  yourfelvcs;  which  is  abfolutely  neceftary  10 
falvanoc,  and  without  a  con feientious  regard  to  wbicb, 
together  with  peace,  no  man,  whatever  be  his  pro- 

fcflioa 
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fcfiion  or  pretences,  can  be  fit  for,  or  in  the  vety  na¬ 
ture  of  things  capable  of,  or  according  10  the  cocftitii- 
tion  of  the  gufpcl  ever  be  ad  mi:  ltd  to,  the  lieatific 
vifum  and  enjoyment  of  the  blefled  and  holy  God  of 
peace  j  or  to  be  with  the  holy  Jclus,  the  Prince  of 

.ptac",  to  behold  his  glory,  and  to  be  made  completely 
happy  in  his  immediate  blifsful  prefence,  where  he  u 
fecit  as  he  is. 


jj  l.ookmgdi- 
ligfiitly,  lift  any 
mm  fail  of  iht 
of  God; 
left  ar.v  ruot  uf 

r 

biWr  efs  fprtt'jr 
ing  op  trouble 
jw,  *ftd  thereby 
Amy  be  Jeiiled : 


15  This  is  a  matter  of  fo  great  impoitance,  that  it 
behoves  every  onz  of  you  carefully  to  infpeft  your  own 
principles,  temper*  anti  comludl  *,  wxui  to  have  a  watch* 
ful  eye  over  one  another  5  Kit  any  of  you,  or  of  your 
brethren*  be  con u tiled  without*  and  through  flothful- 
nefs,  carnality*  and  mibdief ,  reft  or  come  fhort*  or  be 
deftituce  of  an  inter dt  in  the  fpecial  favour  of  God* and 
of  a  real  work  of  heart-changing  grace*  and  fo  be  not 
what  he  appears  to  be;  and  fhould  apodatize  from  the 
profdlion  of  the  gofpek  This  ye  ought  to  be  deeply 
concerned  abour*  for  fear  left  any  spoliate*  or  principle 
of  apolhey;  or  any  corruption  in  rio&rine  or  practice, 
that  is-i'ftenfive  to  God*  and  pernicious  to  yourfdves* 
and  will  prove  bitternefs  in  the  end*  like  gall  and 
wormwood*  (Dtut*  xxix,  18*)  (h ou Id  fp rout  forth,  and 
difeover  itfelf,  like  a  branch  fpringing  up  from  its 
toot*  and  (houtd  infc£t  and  pervert  any  of  you  to  his 
own  lofs  arid  damage*  and  to  the  grief  and  trouble  of 
others  i  and  left*  by  mtaiib  of  its  malignant  influence* 
many  among  you  fhould  he  corrupted  in  their  mimls 
and  manners*  fince  a  littU  Uavcn  leavttu  ths  vthvk 


lumpy  ( r  Cor.  v*  6.  and  Gal.  v,  9.)  which  would  mar 
the  beauty*  purity,  pcacr,  and  order  of  the  whole 
church ;  and*  uni  els  fuch  perfons  were  to  be  caft  out  uf 
it,  they  would  he,  like  puifonous  herbs  growing  in  a 
garden*  which  are  not  only  lull  of  deftruclive  qualities 

themfclves, 


N  O 

*  The  word  (t*ivK oirvt*Ti(}  here  rendem] 
Wray  4i5gttiti 7  and  \w  1  Pet.  y.  1* 

ts  aftH  for  dilchargiog  the  office  of  a  biihop, 
or  ovcHeer  of  the  church,  in  watching  over 
iu  principles  and  miners,  Were  wc  to 
take  it  in  tfur  the  exhortation  in  this 

place  is  to  he  cwihdcrcl*  as  directed  to  pa  ■ 
ftors,  that  had  the  rule  o*ur  than,  uud 
•atched  for  their  fouls,  (c!iap*'xiiiT  j,  tj.) 
Bat  a*  this  qnftJc  is  directed  to  the  body  of 
profefGog  Bebre as4  who  are  ail  aiorp  in  this 
eonff  xt,  and  through  the  whole  epmk,  fpo- 

ben  to;  and  as  no  addrtfs*  as  fur  as  1  tsvt 
chkrvtdt  is  made  to  the  officers  of  the  church 

in  any  part  of  it  3  I  therefore  rather  appoi* 
head,  that  this  pafiage  relates  to  the  l>i+o~ 
ffccrly  and  ebatiub^e  care  which  the  members 


T  E 

nf  the  church  ought  to  for  one  ano¬ 
ther,  and  to  their  mntmtfl/  hd  pitting 
or  over  the  fpint,  icmpvr, 

and  behaviour*  of  t  heir  fellow-members*  a* 

well  as  ov^r  iheir  own  hearts  arid  w:.ys.  Iclt 
any  rif  them  fnotilri,  contrary  to  their  hn;y 
pr.tfcflJan,  iieildlkine,  orcmic  (h^rt  of  the 
fcracc  of  G,*d,  ££  the  word  Ibnie- 

times  frgidhri,  ch*p,  iv.  i.  and  sth  and 
Roiu*iu«  a  j.  And  at  others,  *f  to  bet,  to 
“  be  10  want,  cr  not  to  have,  ext  come  bi> 
**  htnd,1*  as  }n  Miit,  xix  its,  Mark  x-  ar, 
Jilikc  Xv,  14*  and  x\V\.  $$  Johu  ii,  3. 
1  Cor.  i,  7*  x  Cor.  ft,  5,  3,  md  x‘i.  tr> 
and  i'hih  iv.  n.  Uut  >;  is  never  nfed  frt 
fittliufi  froi^i  i  and  it*  on  ^'ivc  iu*  eimre nance 
10  ii^  ivjtion  of  fmsl^  p.m 


a.  xu. 


4ii  the  F.pijllt  to  the  Heb&Ews  faraphraftd. 


tC  Left  there 

w  pr^Lm*  per* 
f  m  J'jMUj  win 
f'tr  i*jie  mor!c|  nt 
MCit  fold  hU 

birth'rigbt* 


thrmfdvcs,  bur  might  raint  others  that  are  planted 
near  them  :  And  as  cne  fin  naturally  inns  into  another* 
and  wicket)  mt.it  wax  wurlc  and  worlc*  ye  have  need  to 
be  v  ty  careful  to  put  a  ftop  ro'the  fir  ft  beginnings  of 
aaofticy* 

16  Tukc  heed  left  there  fbonld  be  found  any  one 
who  myites  a  profefTt^n  of  Chrift’s  name  among  you, 
that  through  the  power  of  unbelief*  and  of  unfubdued 
lutt*,  anti  the  allurements  of  vice*  adJifJs  himfelf  to 
whoredom,  whether  adultery,  or  fimple  fornication* 
which  is  direftly  contrary  to  that  holinefs  without 
which  no  mzii  Audi  fee  the  Lord*  ( ver .  14J  and 'which 
pt-rfifled  in,  and  not  jepented  of,  would  certainly  ex¬ 
clude  him  from  an  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of  God* 
£1  Ccr -  vL  9  *.)  or  left  any  of  you  fhould  at  Iscgth  fo 
far  degenerate,  as  to  become  an  impious  wretch,  that 
makes  a  jeft  of,  ridicules  and  defpifea  the  facrcd  doc* 
trines,  dunes,  ordinances  and  bladings  of  divine  reve¬ 
lation,  and  renounces  them  all*  through  fear  of  fuller¬ 
ing  for  them,  or  through  an  inordinate  afFetlion  to  this 
world*  in  like  manner  as  Efau  made  light  of*  defpifed 
and  quirted  all  claim  to  his  birthright ;  info  much 
th  at,  for  the  Hike  of  fatisfying  h:s  prefen t  hunger*  he 
fold  and  refigned  to  bis  brother  Jacch  all  the  /acre as 
well  sis  civil  privileges,  which  were  annexed  to  it  5  and 
that  for  lb  trifling  a  price  as  a  little  parcel  of  food* 

which 


N  0 

*  A  fornicator  may  fijn: fy  any  perfou 

ttat  U  of  unfRtf  fit!  embraces,  whether 

in  a  finale  or  maiiUJ  Aa’C.  Accordingly 
is  w*>ul  b  often  irtipfLitci]  Vj»rtmo^verjr 
3  rein  fire  of  ^cWr:-r*j  Fphefi  v.  £.  i  ‘I'im. 
l,  to.  Rev,  jsku  8.  mul  fcxii.  i$,  sod  forni- 
cUimi  is  fo*vc:ljr  r*  nfcil  in  a  like  vv^dccstcM* 
*1  c  rerc  "i*  .*  C*tt*  v,  1.)  This  h  a  fin 
*-ur  ri-t£bb:itl:'t  as  wnl  ai'«  »ifl « ur- 
fc:v*  5  *  r.i it\  Co  1-  a  of  the 

trjnd  i  ;lilo  of  :h;  L  v  :  AlU  pro*'.r.c:icL  if 

;i  Mi  G4T!L0iii.K'ri  God  and 

relict. h;  a  ■(!  fo  of  the  firlh&U* 

of  ifce  l..«- —  Rrt  i?  is  mutter  vt  dhpu'c 
jLfiiMiHr  ifttrr^'tTs  whirJ.cr  F.Jjtt  was  guilty 
ci‘  fomtcntitvi  or  n -v-  ioiue  wl  *bich  con- 
iuler  the  nftrcrcc  hero  m»dt  to  htir.*  on!y  z$ 
ati  intfitice *  f  a  prof  no  pc*  font  And  Mrhw 
is  fiiid  of  him,  in  the  co'.c  of  the  vet'e, 
i\:  m:-  to  r,ivorrthirit*T‘Ui*l.E  t]\gm  ork  re* 
LLcs  to  hU  kMijii;  hu  Uir^,t  tvl;)?!* 

or  K<lc1  iivr.rKCtl  to  ti  Icvcr^l  valiuMc 

jrvih-rrs,  jome  *"f  a  zed  otbm 

*rf  z  oaturc-  note  oo 

<baT.f-  xiT  Tfc  trni|>o:aJ  prh  1.^$  were 
f't’)n»ir:v?'’s  i>'.fcr  tFe  vi  -ui'^er  l  'til  ].refS  jrd  a 
ttenS'c  ro^ion  o-'  raUTiis!  mhLri*in!:rT 
k*  E=.y.un  from  Ccii.  ilix.  3,  icxu  ij. 


T  E. 

and  t  ChroTT.-v.  1,  ».  Accordingly,  vrhen 
tfa^C  lud  given  the  birthright  *o  Jacob,  he 
£ikI  fet  Efuj,  I  h;ive  ntrtde  him  tj*y  Jnr,lf 
**  and  all  his  brnh/en  I  have  given  to  him 
**  for/ervams;  ard  with o>rn aod  wtnehav- 
4t  l  fnftpiiwd  him,”  (Gen*  iixvii  37.)  Ai.d 
a.i  |fi  fpiriujA  frivilugcst  though  iheftt  are 
dUTetent  ^pii.ions  abtu t  thtm,  and  wc  r^ay 

nm  be  ahh:  ;o  jivnnoaiice  v.  hb  ccr:ar(»y  wlu; 

til  lj y  w  ere ;  it  is  realbnabie  lo  fuppjft  in  u 

there  were  loiiiC  nf  this  nature;  bceaufl  the 
ft  A  N>ro  carried  a  lyplcJ  rcprefent^iion  of 
Ciirifi,  wl-o  is  called  *(  tilt  liifidioVD  among 

*'  m\  »y  hr^it  n.n,^  (Rem  -  viiK  19  )  au cl  the 

of  e  vnai  life  U  fpohen  of  rhe 
privi^c  of  tii\;  firiLborn  in  our  cnmtxt,  ver. 
a  Aud  unkfi  fbmc  rnrikg«a  of  a  sp:H* 
tiul  na:n:e  penart  cJ  lo  the  birthright,  it 
fee irs  pot  ro  he  very  obvkni$  why  Efju  ihouM 
he  ceiled  a  piofanc  pertoa,  on  aoconra  o' 
felling  ii  *  ticii  bow  15  inHttcnce  unvfii  have 
tOT-e  up  to  the  apoftk;**  dclign  ia  ciutiuning 
the  Hebrews  a^ainft  a  contempt  of  the  gof- 
pcL  and  of  Us  -psH: u@l  piiiilegea  and  obli- 
gafons:  For  a  profane  perfon  is 

one  who  trea's  i'acetd  tit ^  with  irrcttg'oi:.- 
crhnieiuprt  a.nd  \$  ranked  among  the  rooU 
flagitious  cud  uu&o<Nj  finucrj,  (i  Tin;,  L  j.) 


Ch.  sit* 


17  For  ye  know 
hpw  that  after* 
ward,  he 

wmild  have  inhe¬ 
rited  the  hUiffinWj 

he  tf«  reject eri ; 

for  be  fmifld  no 
pTatt  of  r^p-n- 
t-occt  though  he 
ft>u*h:  i«  careful¬ 
ly  *ftli  irirs. 


rt  F^t  ye  3^ 
p«t  come  onto 
the  m  mi; t  that 
i;!rh:  be  touch* 

<d 
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which  confined  of  a  piece  of  bread  and  a  mefs  ofpot* 
tape*  [Gen*  jcxw,  29, — 34*)  and  was  fufijcieuE  for  only  a 
meat  at  one  .eating,  ,«^)  The  confequence  of 

which  w^s  very  tremendous  and  irretrievable* 

17  For  ye*  bdng  coitverfanc  with  the  Holy  Scrip¬ 
tures,  according  to  your  duty  and  daily  practice*  cannot 
but  be  familiarly  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  Efau% 
as  there  recorded  ;  and  mud  needs  know*  that  when  he 
afterwards,  under  dreadful  fur  prize,  czn>e  ro  fee  and 
reflect  u[Hja  the  folly,'  lot's  and  mifehief  of  the  Era  rg a  in 
he  had  made,  as  it  <iffctlcd  his  temporal  dignities,  (rho* 
there  were  no  figns  of  forrow  for.  his  jin*  and  of  repen¬ 
tance  toward  GW,  or  of  fceking  his  favour,  and  beg¬ 
ging  th  tt  he  would  grant  him  repentance  unto  life)  be 
would  fain  have  regained  the  hi::hright,  and  the  pa¬ 
triarchal  blvffing  annexed  to  it,  which  he  had  fo  incon- 
Cdcratdy,  and  indeed  wickedly  parted  with  ;  But  as  he 
was  dii  ipprovtd  of  God ;  fo  his  petition  to  his  father 
Ifaae  was  utterly  rejected  :  For  Efau  could  find  no  dif- 
pofniou  in  the  heart  of  his  father  Ifuac  to  revoke  the 
blctfing,  which  +hc  had  prophetically,  under  divine 
influence,  though  unwittingly  to  himfelf,  pronounced 
upon  Jacbb'y  nor  could  he  by  any  means  prevail  upon 
his  fa;her  to  change  his  mind,  and  revafe  his  fern  cnee; 
inflead  of  which  he  confirmed  it,  faying*  I  have  bleffed 
Aittof  yc&y  and  he  jbaii  he  bleffed%  (Gen.  xxvii,  23-)  It 
was  now  too  late  far  Efau  to  piocure  any  alteration  of  it, 
though  he  fjiicitoufly  begged  it,  not  of  God,  but  of 
Ifaacy  with  the  greatelt  importunity  and  concern*  anti 
with  floods  of  tears,  crying  aloud,  with  a  great  and 
exceeding  hitter  eryt  faying ,  Js/efj  me^  even  me  aljbf  0 
my  father^  (Gen.  xsvis.  34,  38*)  This  ought  to  be  a 
folemn  caution  to  you,  as  it  will  be  equally  impoflible  for 
any  profcflbrs  of  ChriiVs  name,  that  defpife  the  grscc 
of  the  gofpcl,  and  turn  apoftates,  to  be  ever  broughr  to 
fin  cere  repentance,  and  to  an  inheritance  of  its  privi¬ 
leges  and  bldfings*  winch  they  with  a  wicked  mind  have 
renounced,  notwhhftanding  all  the  proofs  they  have 
had  of  the  truth  of  Chriilianity*  as  has  been  declared, 
{chap,  vi,  4,-6*  ke  the  note  :herc)$  and  God  will  never 
reverie  his  feiitence  of  condemnation  on  them,  though, 
when  they  come  to  feel  its  terribly  e  fleet  3  at  death  and 
judgment,  (if  no:  before)  they  will  bittnly  lament 
ihefr  deplorable  condition,  and  cry  out  for  relief. 

18  T.ike  heed  that  ye  do  not  full  fliort  of  rhe  grace  of 
the  gofpcl,  and  think 'lightly  of  itsbkffings,  which  are 
incomparably  better  than  ever  were  enjoyed  under  the 

Old  Ttlhmcut,  as  has  been  lliown  at  huge,  in  the 

main 
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eit  and  flat  main  argument  of  this  cpiftle  ;  and  have  a  care  that  ye 

no^Mo^blufc-  mz  rcvo^r  ^rom  Chriftianity  to  Judatfmi  For  to  be* 
nefe,  atjd  dark-  gin  with  an  account  of  the  Jrwifb  difpenfation,  Ye,  in 
dumped  the  gofpcl-ftate  of  worfhip,  are  not  called  and  led,  as 

your  fathers  were,  to  enter  into  covenant  with  God, 
and  approach  his  facred  prefence,  according  to  the  aw.* 
ful  and  tremendous  appearances  of  his  majefly  on 
mount  Sinai  in  Araiia^  (Gal*  iv,  25.)  which  in  oppo* 
fiti on  to  the  fpiritual  nature  of  the  gofpel- church,  fignU 
tied  by  mount  Sion%  {wr*  22.  fee  the  note  there,)  was 
of  an  earthly,  material  fubftance,  capable  in  itfelf  of 
being  touched,  or  felt  after  a  corporal  manner,  though 
al!  fitch  touching  it,  by  man  or  beaft,  was  forbidden, 
while  the  tokens  of  the  divine  prefcncc  were  upon  it  at 
the  delivery  of  the  law,  {ver*  20.)  and  while  it  was 
amazingly  touched,  moved,  and  fhaken  by  the  power 
of  God,  (Ex*  xix,  2Q(  Pft  ixiitu  8*  and  civ,  31.)  which 
might  be  an  emblem  of  that  dtfpen Cation,  as  carnal^ 
earthly t  and  moveable^  (ver.  xxvii.)  Nor  are  ye  come  to 
the  fire  that  burnt  on  the  mountain,  as 

though  it  were  all  over  in  a  flame,  out  of  the  midfl  of 
which  God  fpake  unto  Jfratl ,  (Dent,  iv.  11,  12-  and 
v-  22,  23,)  \  which  maybe  confidefed  as  an  emblem  of 
the  trrrihknefs  of  that  difpenfation,  and  oftbejuflice 
of  God,  who  is  a  confuming  fire  to /inner s%  according 
to  the  ftri£t  tenor  of  that  fiery  law,  {ver*  29,  and  Deni. 
xxxiii,  2.)  Nor  are  ye  come  to  the  gloomy  and  horrible 
darktiefc  that  covered  mount  Sinau  by  means  of  the 
thick  cloud  of  fmoke  which  aroTe  from,  and  was  ming- 
gled  with,  the  flafhes  of  fire  that  burned  upon  it, 
v.tjhz, — 24.)  which  may  be  confidercd  as  an 
emblem  of  the  darkmfi  of  that  difpenfation  through 
which  the  carnal  ffraeUtes  could  not  look  unto,  and 
true  believers  themfelvcs  had  but  obfeure  conceptions 
of,  the  way  of  pardon  and  deliverance  from  deferred 
wrath,  and  of  that  falvation  which  was  to  be  brought 
in  by  the  promifed  McfEah;  Nor  are  ye  come  to  the 
dread  fully  tempeftuous  thundering,  lightening,  and 
earthquake,  that  were  in  the  mount  at  the  giving  of  the 
law,  (Ex.  xix.  *&i  jb.  and  xx*  18.)  which  may  be  con¬ 
fide  red  as  an  emblem  of  the  Jeverity  of  its  curfe%  and 
of  the  tenors  of  an  awakened  confidence,  under  a  fenfe 
of  guilt,  and  fear  of  the  pumfhmtm  that  is  due  to  the 
uanfgrefiors  of  it : 

19  Andihcfounri  19  Nor  are  ye  fummoned  to  appear  before  tbfc  divine 
the*  majefty,  amidft  thofc  terrible  reprcfentationfi  of  him,  as 

r  vbich  your  lawgiver  and  judge,  by  an  exceeding  loud  and 
luitf  awful  alarm,  which  made  the  Ifracfites  tremble,  and 

which 
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voiu  they  that 
heard  intreated, 
that  the  word 

Ihoufd  not  be 
Jpoken  to  them 
vf  more  i 


(For  they 
Could  not  endure 
that  which 
com  man  tied*  A.  nd 
if  >  much  as  a 
beau  touched  the 
mountain,  it  Hull 

he  (tonnl,  or 
thmft  through 
with  a  dart. 


which,  vwxfag  louder  and  louder  for  a  confiderible 
time,  ftill  further  awakened  their  fears,  and  may  be 
compared  to  the  ftrong  found  of  a  trumpet,  (Ex*  six. 
16,-19.)  like  what  will  b^  hraid  at  the  refurrcttion  of 
the  dead  to  the  judgment  oi  the  great  day  of  account*; 
(1  Cor .  xv.  52.)  And  then  followed  the  promulgation 
of  the  hw  in  the  audience  of  the  people,  by  a  terrible 
articulate  voice,  which  dtftinCUy  pronounced,  in  tbeir 
own  language,  the  words  contain*,  tl  in  the  ten  com¬ 
mandments,  £%*  xx.  1, — 17  and  Deut*  iv.  12*)  which 
fotemn  declaration  of  this  holy  and  righteous  law,  in 
all  it*  ftri£Wfis  and  extent,  mude  filch  a  terrifying  iro* 
predion  on  the  minds  of  them  that  heard  it,  and  filled 
them  with  fuch  a  fenfe  of  guilt  and  obnoiioufricfs  to  di¬ 
vine  wrath,  that  they  earueftly  begged  of  Mo/es  to  in- 
terpofe,  as  a  mediator  between  God  and  them,  ami 
communicate  his  mind  and  will  to  them}  and  depre¬ 
cated  God’s  f pea  king  thofe  awful  words  to  them,  and 
demanding  their  ohedience,  in  fuch  an  immediate  and 
terrible  manner  any  more,  left  they  fhoutd  die.  (£x*u* 
18,  19 *  Deut*  v,  5,  23,2a,  25.  and  xviii.  16.) 

20  For  they  were  conscious  to  themfelvea  that*  thro* 

*  ™ 

the  weakness  and  depravity  of  nature,  they  were  utter¬ 
ly  incapable  of  coming  up  to  the  fanflity  and  ftrl&nefs 
of  thefe  commandments  and  prohibitions,  and  of  being 
jufiified  by  their  own  imperfeft  obedience  to  them  ; 
and  they  knew  not  how  to  bear  up  undrr  the  dreadful 
appearances  of  God  in  the  manner  of  his  pubtifhiog 
them :  And  fo  fevete  were  his  injunctions,  as expre&Iy 
to  command,  that,  if  any  onej  during  this  folemnky  of 
the  divine  prefence,  {hould  fertak  through  the  bounds 
which  he  had  fet  round  about  the  mount,  amt  (hould 
touch  fo  much  as  the  border  of  ir,  whether  it  were  a 
man,  or  even  a  bead  of  any  kind,  he  (hould  not  live, 
but  {hould  furdy  be  (toned  to  death,  or  pierced  and 

(lain 


N  O 

4  **  The  found  of  a  trumpet,  and  the 
«  voice  of  words/1  appear  tn  have  be*n 


T  E. 

(*  infivcrb^  M^fcj  by  a.  volte, **  (ttiiir. 
15,}  anti  it  follows,  (chap.  jut.  ,.)  thtt 
**  God  (poke  all  i-.ete  words and  reier- 


formctl  by  the  minittn  of  angels:  For  they 
arc  fpoken  of,  as  10  be  fent  with  the  ureal 
ibundof  a  tntm|>ct  at  the  cod  of  the  vodd. 
Mar.  xxiv-  p.  and  the  law  is  fjid  to  be  gi¬ 
ven  “  by  the  d'lfpofitjon  of  angels,  and  or- 
“  darned  by  angels  in  the  hand  of  a  media* 

**  tor,”  meaning  Moles*  and  to  be  ih*s 

41  word  ipoken  by  angels,*’  (Aft*  vi:  >3* 
Gal.  iiL  19.  and  Hcb.  it.  a.  And  yet, 
the  t uim pet,  tvhtfh  fha  l  be  founded  at  th« 
Uft  day*  is  called  **  the  trump  of  God,” 
i  ThelT iv.  itf  )  fo-ihe voice,  hy  which  the 
Jiw  vu  delivered,  is  represented  w  God*> 


ring  itcrcuntOj  Mofrs  laid  to  Ifrad,  44  TJ»c 
Lord  fpake  unto  you  out  of  the  in  id  ft  oC 
“  the  Gtc,  ye  heard  the  voice  of  words; 
11  .uid  theft  words  the  Lord  fpake  unco  all 
your  aflcmbly  in  the  mono!  —  -  -with  a 
**  great  w^r,*'  (Doit,  iv.  ta*  and  r.  »,) 
Py  thefe  things  together,  wt  may 

fvppoft:  that  the  Lord  made  an  immediate 
nlc  of  the  mintft ry  of  angels,  in  a  foptrna- 
tcrjl  utt;rar*cc  of  hath  the  found  and  the 

w’oidi. 


A  & 
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%l  And  fo  ter* 
tible  »v  the 
fifcht,  thai  Mo  lev 
Aid*  I  exceeding* 

If  har  «ul 

Quake  i) 


flain  with  an  arrow,  javeftn,  or  dart,  f£v,  xfr.  12, 13.) ; 
which  was  an  awful  indication  of  [he  great  Hi  (lance 
that  creature;  are  to  be  kept  at  from  God,  by  reafon  of 
fin,  and  of  his  being  inacccflible  to  finners,  according 
to  the  tenor  of  rhe  tar*  ;  as  ailb  of  the  vengeance  that 
he  will  execute  upon  the  tfanfgrdTors  of  his  cum- 
mauds* 

1\  Yej,  fa  aftomfhing,  (hocking,  and  dreadful  was 
the  appearance  of  the  awful  tokens,  by 

which  lh^ 'immediate  prefence  of  the  divine  majefty 
was  cviH  +.:nt!j  mantfeiled  to  be  on  the  mount,  that 
even  Mofa  *  himfcjf,  not  wfchftan  dirig  all  his  eminent 
fanflsty,  and  his  office  of  a  mediator  to  declare  the 
mind  of  God  to  the  people,  and  his  frequent  convcrfca 
with  him,  wa$  11  ruck  with  fuch  terror  and  confierm- 


11  Bat  ye 
cone  tmiQ  mount 

Swo, 


tion  at  tr,  as  he  dwelt  in  mortal  flefit,  and  had  tlill  the 
remainders  of  a  body  of  fin,  that  he  could  not  forbear 
crying  out*  ar  the  firft  fight  of  it,  I  am  all  over  feized 
with  an  aftYigtuning  ultonithmcnt  and  difmay,  and  with 
horrible  trembling.  So  cloudy  and  tremendous  was 
the  mount  £;ntfi-difpenfation  of  the  covenant,  which 
concealed  its  moll  delightful  glories,  and  engendered  a 
bandage  frame  of  fpirit,  {Gah  iv.  14,  and  fee  the  note 
cm  chap*  viii*  6.)  that  it  may  well  t^kc  you  off  from 
all  thought  or  ddire  of  returning  to  th>\flfq/JwV  law^thc 
amazing  terrors  of  which  ye  are  not  now'  called  unto* 
%z  But  inilead  of  being  fttmmoncd  to  approach  unto 
God  under  fuch  dreadful  leprcfentations,  as  were  made 

at 


N  o 

*  **  Mo£c*#s  Ayiog,  taneeQ^y  ftaraiid 
44  ^mkc,1*  is  nw  to  be  fnund  M^th:  hitWy 
of  0*»dfs  awful  promat^nion  of  t!ic  !iw  at 
Mount  Sinai,  oar  ia  *;i y  other  p(rt  of  -the 
OU  Tcfamcat:  But  i;  wok,  probably,  a 
veH’knova  ud  received  tnJnion  amnit" 
Ifce  Jew*,  perhaps,  rec.:rfcd  i*i  feme 
of  ibrfr  writing!  then  taunt,  L*c  die 
-of  Jannn  tnd  jamhro:  two  Jamais  magi¬ 
cians  of  Egypt,  which  ihc  apufri?  Jp**af;s  uf 
1  Tim.  lii*  8.  and  therefore  he  with 

good  propriety  omtuq  tlulIQti.f  tkt>;  C4(, 
who  were  well  fadU facd  in  00c  <ir  itU.cr  of 
theft  wiy^,  about  the  troth  of  the  fact  1  ?ikl 
it  u  highly  probable  that  Vo&s  expreflcJ 
theft  words  to  God,  when,  «  wr  Arc  told, 
xU-  tSf  10*  -■**  Mount  Sinai  slto- 
41  geftu  on  a  Cooke,  hccuxft  Lhc  Lord  dt* 
*%  Johlod  upon  it  in  fire;  and  rbcfmoke 
**  thereof  a/oended  as  the  firokc  of  a  fur- 
44  oact,  and  the  whale  tanked 

4f  ptatlf;  and  when  the  vuice  of  the 
*<  pet  founded  Laij,  and  waud  k.y.kr  ani 
4t  kudci,  MuTn  fpake,  nJ  Gyi 
*'  him  by  a  voice.”  Uut  as  *1*: 


T  E. 

/^dtr,  or  what  GoA  jnf^tred  Mm  bf  a 
vwee,  ts  rot  there  recorded,  it  is  moft  1'keSy 
tn  ha?c  been  then*  that  he  kid,  <4  l  exceed - 
4t  iuply  fair  and  quakej”  and  that  QoJc>:n- 
forUd  lilrp  agalnft  his  fears  by  the  voi-.c 
U'hicli  anfWcrrd  him  :  For  it  is  adcitfi  in  ■ 
next  verier  (*o,  it,  n.)  that  '*  the  L  *  \ 
11  caJlc+Mofc*  op  to  rfcc  top  of  ihe  n-oni% 
**  and  M  *fl*s  went  up  ;  and  the  Lor  J  I  nd 
**  unto  Moils,  Go  tLiwu  aod  charge  (■*« 
**  pt^pJc,  \ti\  they  b.*cak  throMj;h  tint-' 

**  I.ord  L-->  gsi.%  mAij/of  the  n  ’ 

Sec-  Wh^ioupm  Moles  s  kar  V  T 

aQerward  fa  drn  the  peojile,  Fe. ir  nrt ,  i\t* 
cli^p*  %X.  iok— Hawee^r,  we  may  dope:!  I 
upon  the  certainty  of  wUji  the  ypoftk 
about  fear,  iinre  he,  who  uroic  hi¬ 

tler  divine  infpir^ion,  h^s  afTerted  tt,  whkh 
he  vaoid  not  have  done  had  it  been  a  fali<  - 
luwi  ■  Traditions  thu*  coahrmed  h  /  :*p"- 
ftoiic  authoriiy  may  fak-y  be  received  ]:y 
u« ;  though  no  regard  is  to  be  jwid  m,Popilh 

which  have  no  fuch  warrant,  anil 
arc  generally  Chilled  with  the  mofl  fahui-ws 
13  ~J  script  Ural,  ird  hired!  hit  Itotki, 
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fiioUt  lAd  UDto 
the  city  of  the 
living  CodT  the 
licaTcnl^Jcnifa- 

i;m,  tod  to  sn 
iitnuiQEnibie  com* 
puij  of  angels, 


at  mount  Sinai*  wiikh  was  of  an  earthly  and  corporeal 
nature ;  ye>  on  tbs  contrary*  arc  called  by  tbe  gofpcl 
to  a  milder,  fwcetcr,  and  more  encouraging difpenfation 
of  light  aiul  grace,  and  of  incomparably  more  excellent, 
and  advantageous  privileges  and  Wettings;  and  are 
broughr,  through  the  faith  of  Ohrid,  into  a  happy  and 
holy  communion  with  the  New  TettamCnT-diurch  which 
is  of  a  fpi  ritual  nature  f  S  in  op po fir  ion  to  mount 
Sinai*  may  be  called  mount  Shn^  as,  like  the  mount 
which  bore  that  name,  it  ischofen  and  beloved  of  God; 
the  place  of  his  delightful  refidenci  and  facial  mantfef- 
tation  of  his  favour  ;  the  feat  of  divine  worlhip  and  or* 
finances  in  religious  a flcmbHefi  ;  and  the  object  of  all 
bis  gracious  promifes ;  the  perfcRion  cf  beauty*  and  the 
joy  of  the  whole  earth *  as  was  faid  -A  that  holy  place,  {PJl 
xiviii*  a,  and  i,  2 *)  It  may  alfo  be  (tiled  the  ttYj^which  h 
formed  into  a  numerous*  beautiful,  ard  orderly  fociety, 
and  endued  with  glorious  privileges  and  immunities, by 
the  charter,  and  under  the  protection  and  defence,  laws 
and  government  of  God  himfelf,  who  erefted  k  by  his 
gofpel  and  [pint  upon  Chiift,  as  its  foundation,  and  it 
the  proprietor  of  it ;  and  who,  in  oppofirkm  to  all  the 
idols  of  the  heathen,  is  the  only  living  and  true  God, 
aril  dwcUs  in  this  holy  city  to  animate  it  with  his  gra- 
cT!@s  pcfence,  and  take  effectual  care  of  ir,  that  all  ira 
true  members,  who  arc  free  denizons,  may  live  to  him 
here,  andwirh  him  in  all  his  glory  for  ever  hereafter* 
This  cby  of  God,  confidered  in  oppofirion  to  the  earth¬ 
ly  jerufalmt*  is  of  a  heavenly  nntute,  as  its  con  flit  ution 
and  original,  and  the  birih  of  all  in  fpiritual  inhabitants 
are  from  heaven;  ns  it  is  compacted  together  in  hea¬ 
venly  peace  in  harmony  by  the  bonds  of  faith  and  love; 

and 


NOTE, 


f  What  is  contained  in  this  31H  ihe 
’TcrJt'  is  roT  lo  be  contidercd  as  a  drier i p- 
tion  <rf  the  privileges  a-*rt  bkflLtgs  of  Ifcc 
fun»f«4bt:  of  the  church  in  littvsn  ;  hut 
iti  pFc^nt  (fare  on  e»nh  under  the 
diipen&lktf),  which  the  apoftlc  oppnici  to 
rhar  of  the  Old  Teflaiuem:  Tor  nici-ein  lyes 
the  force  of  hit  argument  to  flicw  the  ptvfe- 
Ttnoe  of  the  gofpd-Ibrc  beyond  that  \in<lcr 
the  lawh  and  to  guard  the  Hebrews 
apoftatizing  from  Chsitt  unity  to  Juilnfm* 
BUti  in  atlufinti  to  (he  dwattert  under  wb^’b 
(he  church  nftfracl  was  reprc&nied,  he  ipear.s 
of  the  $^jfpel-churcbT  as  **  ntourt  Sian,  ihs 
1*  city  of  the  living  God,  and  the  heaven  ly 
tl  Jerusalem/1  wltich  sre  ail  terms  of  much 
the  fame  import,  and  arc  applied  in  Sciio- 
ture  to  the  New  TcflanDcn^church  of  in  in 
believers,  of  which  the  church  of  Jsim  were 


lypts*  Thus  it  is  cilfcd  %t  Slno,  and  tbc 
**  Csiy  of  God,'1  if,  ii,  ind  1?H  lavkviii, 
3,  5.;  and  CSvr’t’le- be lic^crs  are  called  “  fei- 
1,1  low-cii/tot'  with  the  flints.*  (Ephet  iL 
,p.)  fl(idt  in  di;tlDtlK*n  frmxn  (he  earthly  Jo* 
raf  km,  the  gjfpel -church  is  called  “  Jero- 
friem*  which  is  fro3  above  aud  ff«T  and 
“  the  mother  of  u $  all/’  (Gal,  iv„  id.)  AikI 
believers  being  come  to  it,  asdcfcnbtd  under 
thcic  ride*,  may  idol)  immediately  relate  to 
thv  communion  which  (hey  arc  brought  in* 
in  wi  h  the  whole  church  on  earth ;  thpugh 
the  fu ItawiDg  parts  of  t he  dcOrt ption  tot m 
more  irnircsijicl/  to  relate  to  the  commit* 
niou  they  have>  even  while  they  are  here, 
ulth  the  c-iirc!'  in  heaven,  and  with  God 
and  the  Media:* who  are  mgft  perfcQly 
erj'Tyed  there. 


Ch.  xn. 


4 if  73*  Epi/llt ;  to  the  He  drews  paraprafed. 


ij  T o  ihc  ge¬ 
neral  iflcm  blp 

ind  chtiirh  oif 
the  firft  *  born, 
which  arc  writ¬ 
ten  in  heaven, 
and  to  God  the 
judge  of  all,  and 
la  the  fplriti  of 
jolt  men  made 
paicQ:y 


and  as  its  fpirit  and  temper,  and  all  its  tendencies  are 
towards  heaven,  and  (hall  ifiue,  and  be  perfc&ed  in  the 
hcavaily  world.  And  in  this  Kate  of  the  gofpei- church, 
ye  are  admitted  to  a  molt  noble  and  e Halted  communi¬ 
on  in  love  and  fervice,  with  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thou* 
fond  and  tboufands  of  thoufands ,  yea  numberUfs  myriads 
qf  bbrjjed  and  holy  angels*  who  furround  the  throne  of 
Cod’s  glory,  and  always  behold  his  face  in  heaven*  and 
do  bis  commandments*  hearkening  to  the  voice  of  bis  word* 
(Rev.  v,  II*  Mat.  xvtij.  to.  and  Pf.  citi.  20.)  j  and  who 
arc  your  fellow  fervants  nor  to  be  worthipped  by  you, 
but  to  worlhip  God  with  you,  (Aev.  xu.  10+  and  nii* 
9-)i  and  are  all  mimjl ring fpirit s}  not  with  terror,  like 
thofc  appearances  at  mount  Sinai',  but  with  love  and 
fcindnefs,  to  pci  form  the  moft  important  offices  of 
fricrdfhip;  to  be  your  invifible  guardians  in  life,  and 
magnificent  convoy  to  Mrahan?&  bofom  at  death,  as 
they  are  fevt  forth  to  minifier  for  them  who  Jhall  be  heirs 
f faivatUn*  (Luke  ivi.  2a,  and  Heb.  u  14.) 

z 3  And  yc  are  brought  into  a  fpiritual  and  holy  fel* 
lowfhip  with  the  whole  body  of  fincere  believers,  whe¬ 
ther  fniii;  ant  on  earth,  or  triumphant  in  heaven,  who 

conftirmc  the  catholic  cburch  of  true  and  vital  members 
of  Ch  rift,  a tid  are  a  much  more  delightful  and  glorious 
fociety  under  Chrift  their  head,  thaftSRfere  the  general 
congregation  of  all  the  males  of  if  rail i  at  their  folemn 
fcalts  three  times  a-year,  Exod *  xiriv.  23,  and  Dent* 
xtL  t6*)  or  than  the  general  affembty  of  their  whole  church 
at  mount  Sinai*  when  the  law  was  delivered  to  them  ; 
and  who,  to  allude  to  the  birthright  which  Efau  fold, 
(wr.  16.  fee  the  note  there)  have  many  privileges  above 
the  rt ft  oi  mankind,  as  the  church  of  Ifrael  had  that 
were  called  God  zfrjt-born*  (Ex*  iv.  22.)  and  were  there¬ 
in  typical  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  gofpel-church  as  inter* 
efted  in  him,  and  as  tire  firfi fruits  to  God  and  to  the 
Lamb ,  (Rev*  xiv.  4*)  whoaJfo  are  heirs  of  God ,  and  joint* 
heirs  with  Chrift*  by  virtue  of  their  union  with  him; 

and  are  conformed  10  his  image,  who  is  the frji~bcrn  a - 
morg  brcltjrcjf*  (Root,  viti,  17, 29.)  and  has  redeemed 
them  to  GcJ  by  his  blood*  out  of  every  kindred *  and  tongue, 
and  people*  and  nation*  and  made  them  unto  their  God 
kings  2nd  pritjls*  {Rev.v.  9,  jo.)  whofe  names  ,  to  allude 
to  the  rcgUler  of  the  fuft-born  of  the  males  of  /frost* 
(Numb,  iir  40*  are,  as  it  were  inrclled  in  the  records  of 
beaten,  and  in  the  Lamb’s  book  of  life*  [Ltrfte  x,  20. 
and  Rev*  xiii*  8.)  as  thofe  whom  God  has  thofen*  mere¬ 
ly  of  his  grace,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world*  that 
tbeyjhould  be  boh*  and  without  blame  before  him  m  tcvet 

(EpheL 


r 


(Epbeft  i*  4>)  ;  and  In  this  pt>fpci-ftatc>  inflcad  of  being 
kept  at  a  diftance  from  the  divine  prefence,  as  when 
the  taw  was  delivered  in  at!  its  terrors  at  mount  Sinai  ; 
ye  have  liberty  of  bumble  holdnefs  and  accefs  with  con¬ 
fidence,  by  the  faith  of  Chrifl,  {Eph*  iiu  12.)  to  the 
righteous  and  holy  God  himfalf,  even  under  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  fovereign  Lord  and  Judge  of  atl  mankind  ; 
who,  being  your  reconciled  God  and  Father,  will,  at 
his  appointed  day  for  judging  the  world  in  right coufnefsf 
h  l*fu*  Chrijli  (Acts  xi'iu  31,)  vindicate  the  righteous 
caufe  of  his  faints  and  fullering  fervams,  and  give  them 
a  crown  of  rig  htcoufnep^  and  of  glory  that  fade  th  not 
awayt  (2  Tim,  iv*  8,  and  1  Pet,  v,  4*)  ;  and  ye  are  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  moitdefirable  comm  union,  in  faith,  love, 
and  joy,'1  worth  ip,  and  obedience,  with  the  fe  pirate  fpi* 
riti  of  believers  in  heaven,  who  were  righteous  before 
God  on  earth,  as  having  been  juftified  by  the  bloody 
and  fa n£Hfied  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrilij  and  whofe  fouls 
departed  fromt  and  did  not  fleep  with  their  bodies  ;  but^ 
immediately  upon  the  diflolmian  of  their  mortal  frame, 
were  prefent  with  the  Lord ,  (2  Cor*  v,  8  and  Phil,  L  23-) 
and  there  they  live  in  a  tti  te  of  per  fed  freedom  from  all 
fin  and  farrow,  temptation,  trouble  or  danger,  and  df 
pcrfc£fc  holinefs,  and  happizuTs  in  the  viGon,  enjoyment 
likenefs  of  their  God  and  Saviour,  Ye  have  a 


partnerQiip  with  theft:  bidTccl  fpirits,  as  ye  are  children 
of  the  fame  heavenly  Father,  united  to  the  fame  head, 
gathered  together  into  one  body  in  him,  {Eph*  i*  ro«) 
and  animated  by  the  fame  divine  fpirits  and  as  ye  arc 


a*  Andt^Jc- 
fus  the  mediator 
of  ihe  new  cove- 
(tint,  and  to  ihe 
blood  of  fprink* 
ling,  that  fpcak- 
dh  hrt(«r  thing* 
than  fbai  pf  AbcL 


intitled  to,  and  (hall  inherit  the  fame  heavenly  man* 
Cons  with  them,  and  join  in  tx>cir  hallelujahs  for  ever* 
24  And  the  foundation,  medium,  and  center  of  all 
this  glorious  communion,  into  which  ye  are  brought 
by  (be  gofpd,  lyes  in  your  being  called,  not  to  Mofet% 
as  a  typical  mediator  of  the  Old  Teftament \  but  to  Jv- 
yiw,  the  only  true  and  effcflual  Saviour,  that  ye  may 
come  by  faith  to  him,  as  fuch,  and  may  have  an  im¬ 
mediate  free  seed's,  under  a  fen  fa  of  all  your  guilt, 
vilenefs,  and  un  worth ine fa,  to  him  who  is  the  only  ac¬ 
ceptable  and  all-fuflicient  mediator  between  God  and 
man,  and  has  irrevocably  etWblifhed  airifii  confirmed  the 


covenant  of  grace,  as  well  as  purchafed  all  its  bleflings, 
in  this  new  and  belt  adminifiration  of  it  according  to 
what  has  been  fet  forth  at  large,  {chap*  viih  6,-13,  and 


11.  15,-20-)  and  ye  have  communion  by  faith  in  all 
the  virtue  of  his  precious  AW,  which  was  Jbedfor  many% 
for  the  remifjwn  of  finst  (Mar*  xxvi«  28*)  and  is  applied 
to  your  fouls  by  the  Holy  Spirit*  that  ye  may  plead  it  for 

pardon, 
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Pardon,  juftification,  and  all  falvution,  and  your  ran- 
Jciences  maybe  purged  by  it  from  dead  •works,  toferve 
the  living  God-,  (lieb.  ix.  14.)}  and  which  in  allulion  to 
Mofet’o  Ipritiklmg  the  blood  oi  the  covenant  on  the  pro- 
pie,  and  on  the  book  of  the  law',  {chap.  ix.  r  p,  20.  and 
Ex.  xxiv.  6  }  and  in  allulion  to  the  iprinklmgs  of  the 
blood  of  the  paffover,  and  of  the  annual  facrifices  on  the 
great  day  of  atonement,  (ffjr.  xi\.  2£.  21,  and  Ley.  xyi. 
14.)  and  to  various  other  fprinktjngs  for  legal  puiificJ- 
tion,  may  be  called  the  fprtnklvig  of  the  blood  of  Jefus 
Cbrijl,  (t  Per.  i.  a.)  which  effectually  procures,  and 
cries  aloud  in  the  interceflory  pleas  of  the  Mediator,  and 
in  the  coofciences  of  Seliercti,  when  applied,  and  reft— 
ed  upon  by  faith,  not  only  for  better  things  than  the 
blood  of  righteous  Abel ,.  which  was  fhed  by  bis  wicked 
brother,  and  cried  to  heaven,  not  for  mercy  and  for- 
givenefa  *,  but  for  vengeance  to  come  down  upon  Cain 
his  murderer  r  and  dill  /peaks  awful  warnings  to  all  0- 
thers  of  his  perfecuting  fpirit :  But  the  blood  cf  Chrili 
/peaks  for  ahfilutely  the  bed  of  things,  even  to  his  cru¬ 
el  fiers,  and  to  all  forts  of  finners  that  believe  in  him  ; 
and  it  /peaks  for  comparatively  better  things  than  even 
the  blood  of  the  facrifice  pleaded  for,  which  righteous 
Abel  offered  by  faith  with  acceptance  to  God,  {cixip.  xi. 
4.  compared  with  Gen.  iv.  4.)  under  that  dark  difpen Ca¬ 
tion  ;  which  did  not  give  fo  evident  affivances  of  fuch 
great  and  glorious  blefltngs,  as  are  now  clearly  revealed 
in  the  gofpel,  and  a  finally  brought  in  by  Chrift,  and 
enjoyed  with  rich  advantage  by  every  true  believer m, 
and  as  neither  Abel's,  nor  any  other  typical  facrifices, 
that  were  afterwards  appointed  under  the  law,  could 
poflibly  obtain,  (chap,  x,  4.) 

as  See  that  ye  25  Since  therefore  the  gofpel-ftate  is  fo  incomparably 
refute  more  excellent,  encouraging,  and  inviting,  than  that  of 

the 


NOTE. 


*  **  Speaks  better  thing*  thin  that  of  Abel, 

11  vr  thlD  Ahfl  (ffjpa  T0r 
1  apprehend,  to  allude  to  the  blood  of  the 
facrifice  which  Abel  offered*  and  was  ac¬ 
ceptable  &>r  obtaining  mercy,  th rough  frith 
in  rhe  atoning  frtfiAcc  of  the  (Sec 

the  note  on  chap,  *1*  4.)  1  therefore  ehoolo 
to  cqd(I4<t  it  in  aUufion  <0  i)»st  rather  than 
(as  molt  expofiW*  umlerftand  it)  In  the 
blood  of  Abrf  himfelf,  which  Ciin  fh^d  ; 
For  the  argument-  to  fhow  the  excellency  of 
the  jpfpci-difpenfrtiou,  zbov c  that  at  mount 
Sinai,  Goks  exceeding  low,  if  if  be  confidtr- 
only  as  fpokioj;  better  Tiling  than  the 
innoctot  blood  of  AlwL,  which  was  unrigb- 
tcoufty  (hcd>  and  cried  to  heaven  fot  ven¬ 


geance  on  the  head  of  Cato,  and  brought  a 
curie,  mft&id  of  a  blcfljng,  upon  him,  Gen* 
iv,  10*  ri-;  and  lb  for  ihc  worft  of 

evils,  infield  of  any  go*nl  to  com;  c;ni 
hiAi,  a td  upon  all  pctteaiwrs  unto 

like  Ain't,  but  the  blood  of  the  fiicrihcc, 
which  Abel  offen.-d  in  frith,  and  wa*  Ignat¬ 
iy  accepted  of  Gbd,  l'poke  for  good  trines 
fnrhimtelf,  though  not  for  o;her$f  norv.iu 
filch  efficacy,  and  to  Ca  rich  advantage  atj 
extent,  as  the  brood  of  Clin  ft  fptak*  for 
under  the  EOipe^rtate;  and  lo  wa$  a* proper 
inftance  to  Jbcw  that  aR  the  fucriSocs,  at:-r  - 
ward;  inftituttd  under  the  law,  were  covib 
available  a  the  fieri  Gee  of  Cbrift* 
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reftifc  not  him 
dm  Jp&fccth ; 
l  or  if  they  efcap* 
cl  not  fcbo  re* 
fui’cd  him  tbit 
Jpdtc  on  earth, 
much  ©ore  JbiH 
m  wc  if 

ue  turn  aauy 
iiVKTi  him  (hi 

jptnkcib  Ire©  ha- 
icd  ; 


attf  Whnferaiet 
then  ft  rat  the 
earth  i  bat  now 

Fk  hath  prom  if- 

eelp  fayine,  Yet 
once  mm  l  Cute 
not  the  earth  on¬ 
ly,  hot  ahb  hea¬ 
ven. 


the  la w,  take  fpecial  heed,  watch  and  pray,  and  cau* 
tioufty  beware,  as  ever  ye  value  your  own  filvation,  left, 
through  temptation*  worldly-mindcditcfs  and  unbelief, 
or  through  hankerings  after  the  Mofaie\nt%  any  of  you, 
either  refufe  to  embrace,  and  give  yourfelves  up  unto 
Jefvi  the  mediator  of  the  new  tovznant7  whofe  blood  fpeals 
bitter  things  than  that  of  Afu 7,  (ver-  24.}  \  or  left  any 
of  you*  who  have  made  a  profdaop  of  his  name*  after¬ 
ward  renounce  him*  and  fo  defpife  and  reject*  in  (lead 
of  hearing  and  obeying  him*  who  now  fpeaks  to  you  all 
the  gracious,  endearing  and  important  things  of  the 
new  covenant,  by  his  werd  and  the  mimftry  of  it,  and 
by  his  Spirrtjn  miraculous  gifts  to  confirm  it,  and  in  the 
hearts  of  ttrete  of  you  (hat  arc  true  believers  :  For  if  the 
people  of  Ijrashlii  not  efe,»pe  vengeance*  but  the^car* 
cafes  of  many  of  them  fell  in  the  wildernefs,  who  re^ 
fufed  to  hear  and  yield  obedience  to  Mofes%  and  th  rutted 
him  from  them*  {Acts  vii.  xp.)  notwithftznding  all 
their  high  pmfeffious  before  of  hearkmng  to  him,  [Ex* 
xx*  ip.)  who  delivered  tlie  Tiered  oracles  From  God  ta 
them,  and  fj^ke  after  an  earthly  manner 

upon  the  earth  j  much  more  i^poliible  is  it,  that  we 
ftiould  cfcape  the  dreadful  vengeance  of  eternal  fire*  i£ 
any  of  us  who  live  under  the  gofpri,  which  brings  glad 
tidings  of  a  fpiritual  and  eternal  falvation,  (hould*  thro* 
unbelief,  reject*  defpife  and  diibbey  him*  who  i$  the 
Lard  from  heaven ,  and  perfonally  came  from  heaven  to 
fet  up  (his  blelTed  dripenfation  \  who  alfo,  being  now 
afetnded  up  to  heaven,  /till  further  reveals  it  in  all  its 
fpimualuy,  light  and  glory*  and  fpeaks  hraventy  things 
from  thence  in  his  apoftlcs,  by  the  immediate  infpira- 
tion  of  his  Spirit,  and  by  miraculous  wonders  of  mercy 
and  goodnefs  to  confirm  them,  { i  Pet*  i.  11+)  and  /peaks 
then  with  heavenly  light  and  energy  in  the  fouls  of  true 
believers.  It  muft  needs  be  an  mexcufably  aggravated 
and  deftruflivc  Gn,  to  reje£t  his  authority  in  this  moll 
Hluftnotis  difpenfation  of  his  grace. 

26  Whofe  voice*  at  the  delivery  of  the  law  orr  mount 
Sinaia  was  with  fuch  divine  majefty*  fovereign  autho¬ 
rity  aud  almighty  power*  as  to  caufe  that  earthly  moun¬ 
tain  to  move,  ftake  and  tremble  greatly*  {Ex.  six.  18* 
and  Pf  Ixmi.  8.)  and  as  to  make  a  terrible  commotion 
by  the  /hocking  prodigies  which  attended  ir,  and  among 
the  people  all  around  ;  an  account  of  which  we  have 
already  related,  (wr.  18, — 21.  *)  but  now,  under  the 

New 


NOTE, 

*  **  Hit  promife  of  ftakiag  not  the  earth  to  tfrf  great  alreraiions  that  (herald  he  made 
14  only*  but  ilfr  heaven*1*  nuiiifdUy  (dates  by  e^c  and  act  (hr  fmn&  coming  of 

thrift* 
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it  And  this 
wr^  Tfci  once 
more,  Cfiifietb 
the  removing  of 
tbofc  thing*  that 
arc  {haJtcn,  as  of 
thing*  that  arc 
made,  tWtho/c 
thing*  which  can* 
sot  b<  Ehikcn 
may  tew  in. 


New  Teftarnent-difpenfauon,  he  was  to  make  ano¬ 
ther  more  remarkable  and  important  fliaking,  accor¬ 
ding  to  his  promife  with  refpeft  to  a  better  date  of  things 
in  the  gofpd- church,  (//*£•  ii*  6*}  where  he  fays,  Yet 

once  agAvi*  I  tv  ill  /bake,  not  only  the  earth,  as  I  d  it!  at 
the  giving  of  the  law,  and  fetting  up  that  (lirpenfatjon, 
which  was  of  an  earthly  nature  \  but  in  a  little  while, 
compared  with  the  whole  duration  of  that  (economy,  I 
will  alfo  (hake  down  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  Hate  of 
the  Jews  ;  which  was  to  be  fulfilled  in  the  d^flru£ticm 
of  the  city  and  temple  of  Jerufalem ,  and  which,  not 
merely  in  a  natural,  but  efpccially  in  a  figurative  frnfe, 
may  be  called  fluking  both  and  heaven* 

T  27  And  this  manner  of  exprefliog  it,  Tet  once  m$ref 
evidently  flgnifics,  that  there  fhould  be  bur  one  other 
eminent  and  thoroughly  fluking  difpenfatton,  after  the 
Former ;  and  that  the  Je-vijh  (late  {inclufive  of  its  po¬ 
litical  and  religious  constitution)  fhojld  be  diflblvcd,  in 
which  many  things,  efiVntia!  to  the  legal  difpenfation, 
were  made  by  the  hands  uf  men,  fuch  as  the  tabernacle, 
temple,  and  all  its  utcnflls,  and  were  appointed  of  God 
to  be  continued  only  till  the  time  of  reformation^  (chap* 
ix.  to*)  to  the  end  that  ('«)  the  glorious  privileges  and 

buffings,  worfhip,  and  ordinances  of  the  New  Tcfta- 
mem-church,  which  are  of  an  unalterable  conftituuon. 


and  are  introduced  inftcad  of  the  former,  might  abide 
without  any  change  to  the  end  of  the  world* 
aft  wherefore,  a8  Sincc  therefore  we  of  the  gofpel -church  are  made 

ilLgdom^^kh  partakers  of,  and  a&tully  receive  by  Faith,  the  glorious 

ClDDOt  benefits  of  the  New  Tdtamenr-difpeufjtion,  which, 

under 


K  O 

Chrift :  For  in  the  prophecy.  Hag*  ii*  tf* 

he  laid  he  vould  rlo  it  in  a  Hub  and 

the  alteration*  which  en(aed  upon  ChrilVs 
appearing  in  the  flcih,  and  not  tboJe  which 
wdl  he  made  at  the  day  of  judgment.  Tailed 
the  defign  of  the  apeftk**  argument,  which 
was  to  fhev  the  fuperror  excellency  of  the 
gpfpeUftate,  in  oppoficlwi  to  the  Mofeie  dif- 
penfftftmt*  And  the  brii)  might  be  /aid  at 
this  time  to  be  (taken,  a*  there  were  great 
com  motions  in  the  earth  at  the  birth  of 
Chrift,  and  by  the  miracles  he  wrought,  and 
the  earthquake  that  attended  his  rcfurreiVion* 
The  heavens  aUb  were  ihaken,  when  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  Rat  yipf^raJ  to  the  wife  men  of 
the  Rift,  and  a  mul:i;ude  of  the  heavenly 
hoft  cxlchraud  the  praifcsof  hil  hinh;  and 
when  the  heavens  were  onened.  and  the  Ho- 
!y  Ghoft  defeended  upon  him,  ami  God  the 
Father  dtchr&l,  whh  a;i  audible  voice  from 
heaven,  44  Thk  is  my  beloved  Sun,  in  whom 
f*  i  am .  well  pfcaiol  /  and  whui  the  fun 


T  E. 

was  darkened  at  his  death,  and  the  like-**-' 
But  the  exprtflioos  quoted  by  the 
may  rarhtr  be  taken  in  a  metaphorical  fenfe. 
relating  to  the  diflofutjon  of  the  church  s»su! 
flare  of  fhe  Jews  :  For  the  overthrowing  c i 
nation*  and  kingdom*,  u  In  prophetic  lan¬ 
guage  rep  re  fen  ted  hy  14  ftakiag  the  eartli 

44  and  the  heavens.’*  as  in  Hig*  il  n>  *2* 
IC  t\il  iy  and  Joel  iiL  if.  And  x'u 
44  (baking  of  the  eirth  and  heavens/  here 
intended,  carries  our  thoughts  back  toihe 
mount  Siiiai'd:fptnfttion,  and  the  gofpe!* 
church  ft  .ire,  which  had  been  let  In  oppuf;* 
tion  one  to  the  other  in  the  foregoing  verb;. 
(tS, — 34.)  and  fo  wc  lit  oatuiRy  led  r 
underflaud  by  it,  the  4‘  remtnirg  of  the  u 
44  tilings  chit  sire  (hikco,  u  of  tha* 

0  are  made,  That  the  things  whicii  fionn 
44  be  lhaken  may  remain;  aed  ore  tilled  ; 
u  kingdom  which  cannot  be  (hakes/  vet 
»7>  a»* 


Cknnoi  be  moved, 
^  us  bare  grace* 
thereby  we 
ferve  Uod  ictpta- 
fcjyt  with  rcrc- 
rcr.ee  aud  gotiljr 


*$>  For  our  God 
?f  2  oonimninj 
lire. 
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under  Chrift’s  rule  and  government,  is  a  kingdom  of 
gracet  now  fet  up  in  the  world,  and  is  not  liable  to  lis 
removed,  as  the  Old  Teftament^difpenfation  has  been, 
but  remains  unalterably  the  fume,  till  it  Hull  ifTite  in 
the  kingdom  of  glory,  Let  us,  according  to  rhe  nature* 
provifions,  and  encouragements  of  this  gofpel- kingdom, 
which  is  the  free  effect  of  divine  favour,  and  f;>  may  fce  cal¬ 
led  grace*  hold  it  fait  in  our  faith  and  piofefiion  of  it  *  ; 
and  let  us  be  concerned  to  maken  careful  contentious  ufc 
of  all  the  mrans  it  affords  us,  for  every  fupply,  iijcrcafd 
and  exercife  of  grace,  by  which  we  may  be  enabled  to 
ferve,  worlhip,  and  glorify  God  in  ao  acceptable  man* 
ner,  through  Jefns  Chnft,  with  an  humble  and  holy  re¬ 
verence  of  his  divine  majdly,  and  wish  a  rLligious  fear 
of  him,  under  a  fenfe  of  his  gteatnefs  and  glorv^and 
of  our  own  nothinguefs,  ftnfulnefs,  and  vilenefs  5  and  of 
the  danger  of  trifling  with  him  in  our  approaches  to  hitr^ 
and  walk  before  him* 

29  For  the  Lord,  who  is  our  ooyenant-God  by  vifible 
difpcrtfuion,  -as  we  arc  proic  fling  ChrifUam,  and  is  ef¬ 
fectually  fo,  by  fpectal  grace,  to  thofe  of  u$  who  arc 
true  believers,  is  no  )cfs  jealous  for  his  own  glory,  with 
rcfpe£t  to  his  worfhip  according  to  inftitution  now,  than 
he  was  when  he  gave  the  law  at  mount  Sinai*  (lix.  xr* 
5,};  and  as  he  wi!)  dill  be  fanclifv'd  by  them  that  cams 
nigh  him*  (Lev*  x,  3*)  <b  h  is  righteous  indignation  burns 
again  ft  thofe  that  are  not  in  Chritt,  but  reject  him  and 
the  Lleffings  of  his  kingdom;  by  unbelief,  and  caft  o(F 
his  fear;  and  he  in  the  llriftmffs  of juft  Ice*  and  purity 
of  his  holinefs,  is  as  terribly  deft  nick  ive,  like  a  con  fum¬ 
ing  fire,  even  to  thofe  who  are  his  covenant- pea  pic  by 
external  profdGon,  hut  ace  unmindful  of  his  covenant, 
under  the  gofpel,  as  he  threatned  to  be  to  the  carnal 
Jfraelites  under  the  law*  {Devt.  iv*  23,  24*  and  ix*  3.) 


RECOLLECTIONS* 


How  great  is  our  encouragment  to  ftiith  and  patience  1  Wr  have  a  cloud  of  e* 
rmnent  examples  in  the  Old  TdUment  faints*  and  the  bright  til  of  all  in  our  dif¬ 
fering  Lord  and  Saviour,  to  animate  our  running  the  CimJlun  race  through  all 
difficulties  till  it  be  completed*  In  order  hereunto*  Let  ns  cart  off  every  thing 
that  would  incumber  us,  and  every  tin  that  we  are  moft  incident  to,  and  look  to 
Jefus,  the  Author  and  FmiJher  of  faitlx,  for  all  Ailttances*  victory*  and  triumph, 
that  we  may  be  conformable  to  him,  who,  for  the  joy  which  was  frt  before  him, 
endured  the  crofs,  dtfpifmg  the  Attune,  and  U  now  exalted  to  his  throne.  Our 
i u  fterings  have  not  yet  been  uhto  death,  as  they  might  have  been,  and  w  ere  in 

many 


NO  T  E. 

*  Grace  may  here  betaken  either  for  the  Verves  from  the  cridcs^  that  the  verb  rendciv 
free  favour  of  God*  or  for  the  efleft  of  it,  ed  to  brnc  is  often  put  tor  Vj  rek*;a 

in  irrtdous  quaiitiei,  And  Ur  Wmtby  nb*  or  h;U  faftt  \***v£fr0* 
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many  of  the  ancient  worthies*  amt  in  ouTldefled  Lord  bimfelf;  and  what fu ever 
they  be,  if  we  art*  the  children  of  God,  they  ate  alt  wifely  ordered  and  grariouny 
over-ruled  by  our  heavenly*  Father,  in  a  way  of  facial  lore,  for  our  amendment 
in  this  workL  For  what  fon  U  tlurc  whom  the  father  chaftens  not 

for  his  faults  ?  Hitt  U  how  difficult  U  it  to  deer  right  between  defpftng  ihechaft- 
nbigs  of  the  Lord,  and  fainting  under  them  I  and  with  how  much  greater  reve¬ 
rence  and  fubmitiinn  fhnuld  %ve  receive  the  corrections  of  the  Father  of  our  fpi* 
rits.  than  can  be  due  from  children  to  thdr  fathers  of  the  flelh  1  Though  fueh 
ebaftniuga  are  in  their  own  nature  grievous*  they  are  neverthdefs  profitable*  to 
make  us  partakers  of  his  boliudk,  and  to  produce  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righte- 
oufnefj,  fur  living  to  him  here  and  with  him  hereafter*  How  deeply  concerned 
therefore  ought  we  to  be,  that  no  affliction  a  may  ever  turn  us  afidc  from  the  way 
of  God*$  tefri monies,  or  make  us  halt  in  our  holy  profdfion  ;  but  that  we  may 
advance  forward  with  vigour  in  the  ftraight  paths  of  truth  and  doty,  and  may  be 
exemplary  and  encouraging  to  others,  under  their  fears,  defpondenejes,  and 
dangers !  And  O  what  amiable  companions  are  peace  and  holincfs?  Thrfe 
fhould  be  unitedly  purfticdd  But  if  wc  cannot  obtain  peace  upon  good  terms  with 
men,  We  fhould  remember  that  holinefs  is  abfolutdy  needfary  to  the  beatific  vi- 
fion  and  enjoyment  of  God*  And  how  dreadful  is  it  to  fall  ftiort  of  his  grace  un¬ 
der  a  pro  ft  Cion  of  the  gofpel  f  AH  principles  and  practices,  that  lead  to  apoftacy, 
will,  one  way  or  other,  he  a  root  of  bitternefs,  and  endanger  infctftion  to  the 
church  cf  Chrifl,  whenever  they  breakout*  How  Jhould  we  dread  the  fuft  be¬ 
ginnings  ofapoftacy,  left  at  length  it  fhould  run  into  all  ondeanoefc  and  profane 
contempt  of  every  thing  that  is  (acred*  like  Efou'%  defpifing  and  felling  his  birth¬ 
right,  which  could  never  be  recovered  *  Mow  terrible  is  the  voice  of  the  law*aa 
delivered  at  mount  Sbi&tf  and  as  roaring  in  the  confcicncca  of  awakened  Jjn- 
ner$!  It  fpreads  blactncfs  and  darknefs  through  their  fouls;  burns  like  a  torment¬ 
ing  fire  within  them:  overwhelms  them  like  an  horrible  tempeft  ;  fummotisihern, 
as  with  the  found  of  a  trumpet,  to  appear  at  God's  awful  bar  for  judgment ;  and 
makes  them  dread  to  hear  of  any  thing  more  of  its  rigorous  terrors,  which  they 
know  not  how  to  bear*  Yen*  the  kolltft  of  men,  like  M&fis  himfetf*  mnft  trem¬ 
ble,  when  they  think  of  God'e  infinite  purity  and  unyielding  jufttce,  as  confider- 
cd  only  according  to  the  tremendous  revelation  of  them  in  his  righteous  law.  But 
bow  encouraging,  Comfor ring, and  glorious,  arc  thedifeoveries  and  bk  flings  of 
pel -grace !  Here  deliverance  from  the  law  and  alt  its  terrors,  and  the  richefi  pri- 
viliges  are  fet  before  condemned  finners ;  and  believers  in  Jefuft  have  free  admif- 
fion  to  alt  heavenly  blefUngs  with  the  New  Teftament-church :  For  the  living  God 
dwells  after  a  more  fplritual  and  excellent  manner  in  them  than  ever  he  did  in  ihc 
temple  on  mount  $hiit  and  in  the  beloved  city  of  JtrufaUm*  They  have  delight¬ 
ful  and  be  neti  dal  corum  union  by  faith  and  love  with  tminmerahle  myriads  of  holy 
angels ;  with  the  ipirits  of  departed  faints,  which  are  made  perfect  in  h&ppincfe 
and  holiness;  and  with  the  univerfal  church  of  militant  and  triumphant  believers, 
whofe  names  are  written  in  heaven ;  And  they  have  humble  buldnefc  of  accefs  to 
God,  the  judge  of  the  whole  world,  as  they  come  by  faith  to  him  thro1  the  Me¬ 
diator  of  the  new  covena&r,  under  the  rprinfcting&of his  blood,  which  fpeaks  bet¬ 
ter  things  than  the  blood*  even  of  AUI*$  facrifice.  How  fliould  wfc  rejoice  and 
biefs  God  for  the  gofpel-dirpvnfiitum,  which  brings  ua  to  out  only  remedy  again  ft 
the  terrors  of  the  law*  and  to  a  happy  communion  with  God  and  Chrift*  aitgrh 
and  faints  !  This  is  a  conftiturion  of  a  fpiritual  and  heavenly  nature,  and  is  re¬ 
vealed  and  confirmed  immediately  from  heaven  by  our  bldled  Lord,  whole  voice 
jhuokthe  earth  in  delivering  the  law  at  mount  Siiwij  and  who  made  a  molt  ex¬ 
cellent  revolution,  which  may  be  called  his  (baking  heaven  a#weU  as  earth,  in  fit¬ 
ting  afide  the  difpeafatioD,  and  introducing  that  of  the  golpd-ltate  in  iis 

Head.  How  firmly  U  this  gloriou s  difpen fa tiom  of  light  and  grace  efta bit flied,  t<* 
continue  without  any  change  to  the  cunfucn  matron  of  all  things  l  It  confifts  of 
fuck  afpiritual  church  Ihrtc,  with  refped  t<r its  worfhip  and  ordinances,  privileges 
and  bleflmgs,  as  cannot  be  (haken  ;  and  is- a  kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved* 
O  with  what  fpirituaUty  and  fol enmity  flmuld  wt  waWhip  God  according  to  tfrs 
heavenly  cftabiilhmcnti  Though  h<  is  a  reconciled  Gud  and  Father  in-Chrift  to  vl 

Jiucv :  c 
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The  Epiftie  to  the  Hebrews  paraphrafecL : 

finccrc  believer^  be  i*  i  devouring  fire  to  all  negte&fn  and  abufrrB  of  tm  grace* 
lod  particularly  to  all  bypoqritca  and  apoltatcs.  liow  highly  therefore  dbtf>  it 
concern  us  to  receive,  and  hold  fail,  the  gofpel  of  the  kingdom  with  faith 
and  Lave  ;  and  to  hate  the  troth  of  grace  in  our  own  fouls*  whereby  we  may 
be  enabled  to  ferve  God  acceptably,  through  CJirift,  with  all  devotional  reverence 
of hu faired majefty*  and  flial  fearof  attending himi 


■■  ■  ■  '*  ■  ■  — — - ■*»  ■  ■—.■■.■■■  ^ 

CHAP*  XUI. 

r 

Tbt  apofide  exhorts  to  the  tar  tout  duties  of  brotherly  lovey  hcfpiiality t 
Chrijtian  fympathy9  marriage-chafiity ,  conlentednefs  with fuch  wordly 
circumftances  as  providence  allots  to  i ist  and  paying  due  refpeCt  to  the 
infruhionsy  example ,  andmemory  of faithful  pajlorsy  i  8.  Cautions 
againft  being  carried  away  with  JeunJh  ddClrines  and  ceremonies  y  which 
ere  fulfilled  in  Chrtft,  the  gofpel  high  pricjit  altar  andfacrificey  9, — 14, 
Adds  further  exhortations  to  duties  that  relate  to  Gody  to  our  neigh - 
bourt  and  them  tkat  are  fet  over  us  in  the  Lordtm  15,-17,  Defines  the 
prayersefthe Hebrews t  andprayt  for  them ,  18* — 21.  Recommends 
what  he  had  wrote  in  this  epiftie  to  their  ferious  confide  ration ;  Gives 
them  hopes  of  his  own  andT\uftOthy*s  coming  to  fee  them  \  and  concludes 
with  his  ufual  f adulations  and  benediction ,  22, — 25. 


Text,  PARAPHRASE, 


T  ET  brotherly 
**  love  continue* 


t  Bt  not  for¬ 
getful  to  enter* 
Uin  ft  rangers;  for 

thereby  &  me  have 
entertained  in* 

gelt  onawvcB. 


T  ET  it  be  your  earned  care  and  endeavour*  that  as 
ye  have  begun*  (chap*  vi*  io.)  j  fo  ye  may  go  on 
to  maintain  and  cultivate  an  abiding  and  growing  exer- 
cife  of  a  brotherly  and  affeftionate  temper  and  behavi-i 
our}  in  all  offices  oT  frendfhip  one  towards  another,  and 
towards  all  your  fellow-Chriftiaiis,  who  are  members  of 
the  fame  family*  children  of  the  fame  heavenly  Father* 
brethren  in  Chrift  your  elder  brother*  partakers  of  (he 
fame  grace,  and  heirs  together  of  the  fame  glory,  whe¬ 
ther  they  be  Jews  or  Gentiles ,  or  whalfoever  denomina¬ 
tion  they  are  diftinguifhed  by, 

2  Extend  your  brotherly  companion,  in  a  fpcciai 
manner*  to  fuch  honeft  religious  It  rangers  **  as  are 
perfected  for  righteoufnefs  fake,  and  driven  from  their 
own  habitations  and  country)  or  as  voluntarily  go  a- 
bout  to  preach  the  gofpel*  (ACls  viii.  1.  and  2  John* 
ver*  j,— ^8.}  Do  not  defpife  or  n  eg  left  tHcfe*  or  withhold 

your 

NOTE. 


*  ThdijgJi  ii  H  Indeed  common  humanity  were  cntTre  ftrangert  to  diem,  Afb  xxviit- 
to  (hew  kind  Left  to  needS  tout  ftraDgert,  a*  7.  Yet  as  ihh  exhortation  and*  a  moil  j 
whether  they  be  truly  religion*  or  not,  and  tbt*,  that  relate  to  -the  te^wUut  cir 'h%z 
was  enjoined  bytbt  law  10  HWcl)  Dctu.  a-  of  ChtMteU*  one  towels  thither,  at  fucu* 
19.  as  hofpiulify  in  general  alfr  is  by  the  according  to  ihdr  various  eircumrtantc*,  tt  is 
apoQlo,  Rum*  vii*  i}.  and  GaL  vi*  10,  and  to  tunfidercd  a*  cmc  branch  of  brotherly 
tht  Tory  Hear  hens  prafHfat  it  in  the  generous  love,  which  was  t<*  he  (hewn  in  cotenaiaiug 
and  companion  ate  entertainment  they  gave  flraiigersof  that clunOcr, 
to  Panland  the  (hin^fc:ked  company,  ^ho 
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j  Rcmc  inter 
frem  that  are  in 
bontUj  a*  bound 

with  them  :  and 
them  which  fi if- 
fer  sulverfity,  as 
being  you-il'iircs 
alio  in  the  body. 


your  chariry  from,  and  harden  your  hearts  againft  them  ; 
bu;  be  always  ready*  according  to  your  abilities  and  op¬ 
portunities,  to  cmcitaid  them  with  liberality  and  friend- 
fliip  %  Rvciive  them  into  your  hearts  and  houfes  %  and 
fupplv  th-m  with  needful  accommodations  and  allif- 
Liners  of  every  kind*  This  will  be  an -honour  to  God 
and  Chriftian  religion,  a  fe^fonable  relief  to  thofc  whom 
his  providence  ciiis  in  your  way  ;  and  a  noble  famine- 
tion  to  your  own  minds  in  reflection  upon  it,  as  it  has  for¬ 
merly  b?en  to  others:  For  by  this  generous  temper  co¬ 
ward  Grangers,  fome  of  our  religious  anceftors,  fuch  as 
Jbrah&m  and  Lcty  (Gen,  aviih  2 * — 8*  and  xix.  i, — 3.) 
had  the  honour  of  entertaining  angels  *,  whom,  by 
their  appearance,  they  then  took  to  be  only  good  nun* 
3  Another  branch  of  duty,  which  belongs  to,  and  is 
included  in  brotherly  hvty  anti  which  I  would  earneflly 
recommend  to  you,  is,  that  as  yc  have  had  companion 
on  me  in  my  bonds,  (ch~/zp+  x*  34.) ;  fo  ye  would  bcr.r 
upon  your  heart*:,  pity  and  pray  tor,  tenderly  fympathize 
with,  and,  a$  far  as  in  you  lyes,  contribute  to  the  relief 
and  comfort  of,  and,  if  opportunity  offers,  make  friend¬ 
ly  vifits,  and  give  all  podibie  afiiftance  to,  thofe  lairhful 
profefibrs  and  mtmftcrs  of  Chriit  that  are  cart  into  pri- 
fon,  and  laid  under  bond*,  fur  his  and  the  gofpefs  fake; 
Do  tbis,  like  perfens  embarked  in  the  fame  glorious 
came,  for  which  they  fuller,  and  that  corrpaiTionate 
them  as  feelingly,  as  if  ye  yourfdves  were  actually  in 
like  diflreffcd  circumfUnces  with  them.  And  I  befeeth 


you  to  be  as  mindful  of*  and  tenderly  affefied  towards 
all  your  feltow-Chriftians,  that  fuffer,  if  not  unco  im- 
prifonment,  yet,  reproaches,  the  fpciling  of  their  goods, 
and  other  hardships  on  Cbrifl’s  account,  or  that  labour 
under  grievous  afflictions  and  tribulations  of  any  kind  j 
eonfidcring  yourfdves  as  members  of  the  fame  myfti- 


*  Tf  (as  U  highly  probable)  t!ie'  apcfUt 
here  refer*  to  the  entertainment  that  Abra¬ 
ham  noil  Lot  give  to  the  angels,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  [tiem  in  hermn  form;  oik'uf  tliofe 
augcL,  who  appeared  to  Abraham ,  is  sll 
along  reprefemed  irv  the  hiltory  tender  rhe 
thfe  of  y+'bovaht  who  J*oke  of,  and  cun- 
Ttrfcd  with  Abraham,  'Gen.  xviji.  1*  xlii 
17,— fli,  and  to  was  not  a  created  argel,  but 
the  Sex  cf  God*  the  A*«ci  ef  the  citvtxaxh 
(See  the  note  on  A£b  vii.  3b,)  Hi u  ss  he 
muinnd  with  «nd  only  the  o- 

ther  two  anytLs  were  enteruined  by  it 
*<mld  not  hare  been  irid  with  propriety,  in 
l be  |)luul  number,  (as  baa  been  luppof'd 
would  have  ftiyngtheiicfi  the  aj^niucjti)  that 


firne  (nv'f)  cnte*ta'«d  an^elt,  &nr *f  is*^h 
ic mt  life  i'sa  <?/  Gad  j  for  Lot  did  not  enter¬ 
tain  bint  ;  and  if  they  h<*h  liad  done  this , 

it  wan  no  than  hath  f:een  laid  of  kvc- 
ralj  who  entertained  our  blcfl^d  Lord,  whiL 
he  was  upon  eanJi,  uivier  thv dwralhr  of  .1 
mere  is  an;  or  mtfibn^e;-  from  God  at  inofl, 
while  they  did  nut  know  him  to  be  the  Son 
of  God,  ot  the  true  Mefiiah*  In  fiance  vi 
which  wc  have  in  the  Phafifce,  who  invited 
him  10  eat  with  him  at  his  houfe;  and  hi 
two  of  his  own  difdp.CF,  who, took  him  for 
a  ft  van  {per,  and  conQru^ed  him  to  eat  wUh 
Them,  while  **  their  eyes  wlTc  hbiden  ti.^r 
“  they  Ihotdd  not  l  now  him  *  Luke  uiL  30, 
aad  kxi^  tG, — tS,  i^+ — it  J 
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4 

hor  fnu^btc  ip  ail, 
an  t  1!hC  hcduudc- 
filed ;  \*ut  whore* 

*i  mgevs  and 
didrertrr*  Uod 

urili  jod^c. 


5  Let  yenr 

be 

bi.Emt  covetous 

ncis, 


cal  body  with  them,  (:  Gar.  xii*  r2,  13,  25,  26,  27.)* 
and  reflecting  upon  yuur  own  ftate  and  condition,  as 
liable  and  erpofed  to  the  like  trials,  while  ye,  as  well 

they,  dwell  in  mortal  flelh,  and  have  no  lecority  but 
that  your  own  lot  may  toon  be  the  fame  with  theirs. 

4  Let  none  call  a  reproach  upon  the  ordinance  of 
marriage  #,  which  God  hath  inftituted  and  blefled,  and 
given  laws  about,  (Gen*  ii*  2J,  24.  and  Mat*  xix.  5*}  > 
which  Ctuifl  honoured  with  his  prefence,  {John  ii* 
1, —  1 T.)  }  and  which  was  appointed  by  the  God  of  na¬ 
ture  and  providence,  for  producing  a  legitimate  oJfrpnng, 
for  the  harmony  of  families  and  the  good  of  foclety, 
and  for  a  proper  remedy  again!!  all  unclcimncfs :  And 
provided  this  relation  be  entered  into,  with  the  mutual 
free  contour  of  only  ore  Tunable  man  ami  woman, 'tmd 
within  prescribed  hounds  for  preventing  iticeftiious  co¬ 
habitation,  ( Lev .  xviiu  6, —  itf*)  it  is  to  far  from  being 
in  itfdf  unworthy,  or  unlawful,  that  it  is  a  very  ho* 
nourablc  ftate  of  life,  in  both  toxesof  all  rants,  degree:, 
and  profeftons  ;  and  is  f->  accounted  by  all  civilized  na¬ 
tions:  And  let  thofe  who  are  in  a  Hate  of  wedlock,  pretorve 
the  honour  of  the  marriage-bed  inviolated,  by  abftaining 
from  an  adulterous  ufe  of  other  men  or  women,  and  by  a 
tollable  and  feafonabie  performance  of  the  marri^ge-diuy* 
(\Gor*  viU  2, — 4.)  which  will  pm  an  honour  upon  it*  But 
as  to  thofe  who  are* guilty  in  thought  or  deed,  {Mat*  v* 
28*}  either  of  Ample  fornication  in  3  finale  ftate,  or  of 
adultery  in  a  married  ftate,  God  will  often  purdlli  them 
in  this  world  ;  or,  at  fun  he  ft,  will  call  them  to  a  to* 
vere  account,  and  condemn  their  fins,  ami  the  impem* 
lent  praclifers  of  them,  in  the  day  of  judgment,  end 
exclude  them  from  his  heavenly  kingdom.  (1  Cor*  vi*  9, 
10.) 

$  Another  duty,  which  1  would  recommend,  as  of 
general  ufe  to  you  all,  amlcf  high  importance  to  your 
Chriftian  character,  is,  to  beware  of  covetoutoeft  in  ail 

its 


NOTE. 


1  There  were,  it  teems,  In  thofe  day*, 
fniacilut  condemned Mrf'ri'wflwims an  impure 
end  ucUivftil  ftatc,  incflmlrtcnt  with  the 
ctultily  that  is  netciiiry  10  the  perfec¬ 
tion  ot  rtligbo;  while ot hen  aceosinrcd  £-vj- 

\i\'4  foruicaiirrii  lu  be  fin;  and  the  ajxrfle 
t'oxefaw,  hy  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  that  turn 
like  peuiirious  notions  would  be  propnj^-d 
jn  the  ap.iftacy  of  aiter*AgcS.  C tit'C  the 
p<He  on  i  Tim*  isr*  i^)  In  oppofkion  there¬ 
fore  to  botiithcte  errors.  he  r cc*-i m mends  a 
married  flute*  as  not  o/ly  lawful*  bin  b*- 
jMitirjble*  provided  lit  cr.ds  h*  pidiwl  with 
iikbiy*  uid  4  btC3nii;ig  chidt^y  of  rr\Uvlt 


to  tht  preventing  of  fnniierion  nnd  adulte¬ 
ry.— A*  ilift  verb  ftiMkintr'S  ^  :i  r*ii  r*g  to 
Elk.  Ct ei  k  u*  complete  ll.w  Icn^ucc,  Mir 
multiuser*  and  ndier*  fti;>piy  U  by  i,f  (^n) 
and  to  make  air  tlfimvidve  p -ep'tb'in.'i  ;  ai  d 
others  thpply  it  by  ict  \i  bct  (hr-*-)  and  * a 
it  a  pnipaTlivi  or  cx!kOvt:uitfc  prnpo- 
fifioti*  juft  in  the  fame  m.jfturr  a*  the  next. 
\iTitf,  (wbeve  is  the  fir.ic  omimon  in  rhe 
oiiniivti)  is  rendered*  i(  I.rt  yemv  cnsivirJi:* 
M  tinit  be  <\>viivvu\}^f.^"  Um  as  it 

5s  unCei Lain*  ip  uli  b  diue  u^ys  (l*e 

verb  may  he  here  htft  lup;  IlcJ,  both  iU- 

Lt.  into 
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ncfs;  con¬ 

test  vi:  K  fuch 
thing*  as  ye  have; 
for  he  huh  faiJ, 

I  wliJ  never  teaTc 

thee,  norforftke 
thee* 


its  degrees  and  various  ways  of  working,  {Luke  xii. 
14.)  which  are  inconfiftent  with  the  forementioned  duties 
of  brotherly  love,  hofpitality,  and  companion  to  them 
that  arc  in  adverfity,  {vir.  lr~3>)  5  let  there  he  no  im¬ 
moderate  defircs,  or  pnrfoitt  after  the  things  of  this 
world,  in  your  temper,  traffic,  and  manner  of  life ;  in 
fetting  your  hearts  upon  them,  and  making  an  idol  of 
them,  as  if  they  were  your  chief  good}  in  being  over 
eager  to  get  them,  efpeciaily  by  any  fraudulent,  unjuft, 
or  oppreffive  means ;  in  grudging  any  proper  cxpcnce 
for  the  re  a  fon  able  fupport  and  comfort  of  yourfelves  and 
families,  according  to  your  refpeftivc  Rations ;  io  be¬ 
ing  loth  to  communicate  of  them,  as  occaGoos  require, 
for  the  glory  of  God,  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  afflitted, 
and  the  fervice  of  civil  and  religious  interefts ;  and  in 
thinking  it  too  great  an  hardlhip  to  part  with  them, 
when,  for  the  fake  of  your  profeffion  of  Chrift  and  his 
gofpel,  your  perfecting  enemies  would  deprive  you  of 
them.  All  thefe  are  plain  indications  of  covetoufnefe ; 
and  if  any  man,  in  this  fenfe,  love  the  world,  the  love 
of  the  Father  is  not  in  him ,  ( 1  John  ii-  1 5.)  ;  but,  in 
oppoGtion  hereunto,  it  is  incumbent  upon  you,  as 
Chriftians,  to  be  thoroughly  reconciled  to,  and  well 
pleafed  with  your  prefent  circumftances,  even  the  mean- 
eft  and  moft  afflicted  of  them,  without  envying  the  eafe 
and  affluence  of  others ;  as  being  fully  perfuaded,  that 
the  things  which  God  deals  out  to  you  from  day  to  day, 
in  the  way  of  your  duty  *,  are  better  chan  your  deferts, 
and  are,  upon  the  whole,  what  be  knows  to  be  moft 
for  his  own  glory,  and  fitteil  and  heft  for  you  :  For  he, 
who  is  the  Almighty,  the  only  living  and  true  God, 

whole 


N  O 

*  A*  the  exhortation  t»Chrftun  content- 

H  g 

merit  wUh  ftich  things  as  we  hare,  relating 
(he  prcJent  life,  is  by  ro  mans  to  Ik  vn- 
derftood  to  cuunEtna.net  floth  or  idlends  in 
our  frcuhr  callings,  which  is  every  where'  fe* 
verely  reproved  and  condemned  in  Icripture; 
fo  the  promife  of  God,  **  not  to  leave  nor 
44  for iake  u$,”  is  to  be  confidered  with  re¬ 
gard  to  any  difficulties,  or  dangers,  that  may 
attend  us  in  the  discharge  of  fuch  duties  as 
God  calk  us  in.  And  though  this  promile 
iFfli  made  peribndiy  to  Jolhui  on  a  partita* 
Iar  oecuficn,  (Jaf.  L  J.)  which  the  apoftle 
feems  meft  i.tnutd  lately  to  refer  to;  yet  it  is 
equally  applicable,  a$  a  prom  tie  of  God’s 
gracious  covenant  id  all  true  believcrt,  and 
may  be  platted  and  relied  upon,  by  fcvery 
one  of  them  in  all  trials,  as  if  it  had  be&h 
per  Jon  ally  made  to  him&if,  (dee  Rom.  sv, 
a *  anJ  1  Cor-  i  10- )  and  this  very  promi&t 

for  iuhftiioce  at  leaft,  wa*  made,  not  to  Jo* 

1  T 

■  -  r  1  a  1  ■ 


T  E. 

£hua  only,  bat  likewlfr  to  Abraham,  and  re¬ 
cited  '  for  Jacob’s  encouragement,  (Gen, 
xxviii  l$.)  at  alfo  to  Solomon,  (r  Chrnn* 
mviii,  ao.)  and  to  the  church  of  Ifrael, 
(1  Sam.  all,  aa.  and  If,  xt'i.  ro,  ry*)  Ac* 
cordiugiy,  our  apo A Jt  quotes  it  with  an  ap- 
plication  to  every  individual  believer,  ns 
Gad’s  laying  in  the  ftagujar  number,  **  t 
“  will  ne Ver  leave  thee,  nor  forfake  ihec :  ** 
And  the  more  effectually  to  (Deuce  the  ol>- 
jeftions  of  on  belief,  and  the  more  drongty 
to  allure  us,  that  there  fhaU  be  no  failure  in 
the"  performance  of  ibis  prcimfe.  there  are 
five  negative*,  as  it  lyes  va  the  Greek,  and 
may  be  literally  rendered  rn  the  fHle  of  pe¬ 
remptory  vehemence,  No,  I  uiU  not 
u  leave  ihet ;  no,  no,  I  will  not  forfakc 

V  thee/*  (v  pn  1 r%  nJ,  v  fix  rr  zyittl a*- 

And  ihb  evidently  carrier  the  force 
of  a  contrary  ftrong  sHkoutiYC  of  bis  being 

with  w  at  ali  times* 
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G  So  ‘hat 
may  tgMIy  lay. 
The  Lord  is  my 
helper*  and  I  will 
Itoi  fear  vbat 
man  ft  ill  do  unto 
tnc. 


7  Remerol*er 
them  which  have 
the  ■  role  over 

Jr  cm,  who  have 
jiokCA  UlUO  J(HI 

the 


•  ft 


whofe  kingdom  rules  over  all,  and  whofe  faithfulncfs  is 
unchangeable,  like  himfejf,  has  Paid,  in  a  way  of  fee? 
and  abfoltite  pcomife  to  Jofbua,  {chap,  i*  5.)  which 
fends  on  team!  for  the  encouragement  of  all  bis  people 
in  their  various  ftraits  and  difficulties,  and  equally  be* 
longs  to  every  true  believer,  in  the  life  of  proper  means, 
as  if  it  were  dire£kcd  to  him,  by  name,  in  all  his  trials* 
with  rrfpcfl  to  temporal,  as  well  as  fpiririul  concerns. 
Be  thou  affiired  that  I  will  not  leave  thee  to  thy  ft  If,  nor 
in  the  bands  of  any  of  thine  enemies,  nor  m  any  wants 
or  dangers;  nor  will  I  ever  utterly  forfake  or  abandon 
the?,  at  any  time,  or  upon  any  account,  or  in  any  eir- 
cum  fence  whatsoever;  no,  1  will  by  no  means  do  it; 
but  will  certainly  be  with  thee  to  Jirengthent  help*  and 
uphold  thee ,  with  the  right  hand  of  my  rigkUoifnefs,  (if* 
.xli*  10.)  all  the  days  of  thy  life,  and  in  death  itfelL  / 
wilt  guide  thee  with  my  counfel,  and  afterward  receive 
thee  to  glory,  (Pf,  Jxxiiu  24,) 

6  So  that  we  believing  and  refling  upon  thiscompre- 
henfive  promife,  as  applicable  to  ourfdves,  may,  and 
oughtto  fay  with  humble  confidence,  and  fweet  com~ 
pofure  of  fpirir,  each 'one  for  himfelf ;  and  fhouid  open~ 
ly  avow  it,  with  holy  boldnefs  in  the  profefiion  of  our 
faith  id  God,  as  the  Pfalmifl  did  amid  ft  all  his  dangers 
and  diftrefles,  ( Pf  Ivi.  4,  u.  and  csviiu  6.)  Whatfoever 
my  (traits  and  difficulties,  wants  and  troubles  be,  the 
Lord  Jtfhovah  himfelf,  the  everhfting  God,  who  faints 
not,  nor  is  weary,  is  tny  fupport,  fuccour  and  defence; 
and  having  him  on  my  fide  to  take  iny  part,  to  revive 
my  foul  with  grace,  and  overrule  all  events  for  my  good, 
1  trill  not  be  afraid  of  the  very  word  that  the  mod  power¬ 
ful,  fubtle,  and  inveterate  of  all  mine  enemies,  who  arc 
but  men  of  weak  and  mortal  flefh,  can  do  againft  me  ; 
as  though  he,  who  is  my  helper,  were  uot  an  over-march 
for  them*  If  God  be  for  ns ,  who  can  be  againft  us  ? 
(Rom-viiL  ;l)  And  if  we  be  followers  of  that  which  it 
good7  who  is  he  that  fhall  harm  us  ?)  r  Peter  iii*  13*) 

7  As  ever  ye  would  praitife  xhe  duties,  and  have  your 
faith  tireugthened  in  x\\z  promifes  but  now  mentioned* 
fee  that  ye  pay  a  due  regard  to  (he  memory  of  thofede- 
ceafed  faithful  mi  infers  *,  who  were  your  fpiiitual 

guides, 

T  EL 

of  Ihi*  verfe,  which  mentis  ns  ”  their  bav- 
14  ing  fpoken  to  them  the  void  of  Cod*  and 
*■*  the  end  of  their  conversation/*  keai* 
phinly  to  interpret  it  oi  former  piitors,  w  ho 
were  thro  (kee^fed ;  a  lid  at  the  laitfc  time 
{Lott's  that  their  rah  ever  tb:M,  as  oor  tr*u 

«JC  i 


K  O 

item  ember  them  which  have  the  rule 

V  ««r  yon,*1  ^nponvi  it  tov  ayfejutm 
litmlly  tranflatcd  is,  fttnun tier  J4ur  gaidts* 
or  {eadafSy  wilhoot  reftraininj;  it  to  thok  that 
had  ihen  t*'e  palfonJ  care  ol  \hsmt  who  are 
fjmfccn  of,  ver*  ij,  and  the  remaining  pan 
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the  wort]  of  Cod: 
Tb'hnfc  faith  fob 
low, 

the  end  of  their 
cor.  venation* 


8  Jefua  Chrlft 
the  Unz  yefier* 
&iy,  and  lo-day, 

far  ever* 


guides,  under  Chrift  ihelr  great  Lord  and  Matter;  and 
otan  call  to  mind  the  doctrines,  commands,  and  pro- 
mifts,  which  they  delivered  to  you  according  to  the 
word  of  God,  that  only  rule  of  faith,  worlhip,  and  o- 
betiirncr,  Remember  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
embrace*  and  adhere  to  the  pure  doftrines  of  faith  which 
they  preached  to  you,  and  as  ro  imitate  their  own  faith, 
t  here  m,  audUieir  fa  irhfuhicfs  in  profe  fling  and  publiftring 
them,  together  with  all  (heexcellent  and  holy  fruits  there* 
of,  as  they  appeared  in  their  lives.  And  ye  ought  to  be 
excited  to  this,  by  ferioufly  refleftlng  upon  what  ye  have 
feen,  or  h^ard,  and  obferved  of  the  peaceful  and  joyous 
manner  with  which  they  fiuifhcd  the  courfe  of  their 
good  conversation  in  Chrift,  and  obtained  a  noble  vic¬ 
tory  over,  and  happy  exit,  or  outlet  from,  all 

the  troubles  and  dangers  that  here  attended  them; 
how  they  then  escaped  from  them  all,  and  went  with 
triumph  to  glory.  This  may  well  animate  you  to  tread 
in  their  tteps., 

8  For,  though  fnme  of  your  mimfteis  are  gone,  and 
others  are  going  off  the  ftage  ;  yer  ibe  Redeemer  and 
Head  of  the.  church  ever  lives,  Jefus  Chrifl,  the  objeft, 
author,  2nd  finifher  uf  your  faith,  is  unchaneagbly  the 
fame  in  his  divine  perfon  as  from  everla fling  to  ever- 
tailing  God  ;  and  is  the  fame  in  his  love  to  his  people 
in  bis  care  of  them,  and  in  his  offices  for  them,  and 
protnifes  to  them,  as  their  only  Hariour  through  all  ge¬ 
nerations  *  lie  ever  was  the  fame  heretofore  in  the  vir¬ 
tue  and  efficacy  of  his  *  undertakings  and  performances 
to  Old  Teft  mitnt-bdtevers,  and  to  all  that  have  fince 
died  and  got  fafe  to  heaven  ;  and  be  is  frill  the  fame  to 
all  New  Teltament-bdkvers  nov;  living  upon  the  carth ; 
and  will  be  the  fame  to  all  fttcceeding  ages  of  them ,  until 
the  contain  {nation  of  all  things;  and  the  fame  to  them 
ad  for  ever  afterwards ;  And  therefore  ye  ought  to  be 
itadfift  in  the  faith,  as  ye  have  been  taught  j  and  to 

have 

NOTE  s- 


ItiLon  hath  i%  cos-iil^d  in  their  rr-bic  before 

j  ^7™ 

jhem;  at  ihdr  guide*  ef  leaders  in  dotfnne, 

riikipliiie,  and  e\cotpUry  conversion;  And 
indeed  the  rule  of  cvangrltcft  paftftrs  lye=, 
jmt  in  giving  Jaws,  broaching  tln^Vrincs,  or 

any  authority  of  their  own;  but 
in  explaining,  cfhiblilb'ng,  ?nd  defending 
the  ta->vf  amt  doflrmei  of  Chrift,  and  incul¬ 
cating  t^ern  on  the  confeience'  of  hh  people, 
by  hU/ule  authority,  And  exemplifying  thetfi 
hi  their  own  faith  and  holy  converlation/^c^ 
rorrlti-^  rn  what  they  hare  received  by  their 
com  million,  and  tan  prove  that  they  have 
received  'him  from  him,  a*  comiined  in  hi* 
word.  Ail  preteQCct  10  church -authority 


htyoH  this,  is  really  an  gfurpiticn,  an  arti- 
cbrifHan'-tordihip,  mflead  of  being  entirety 
fobnrd inace,  in  it  ever  ought  to  be,  to  the 
authority  of  Chrift. 

f  There  is  a  ftrong  emphafn  in  thi*  wnr! 
tie  Jame^  {9  ALrl^c)  for  it  j *  *  rhsrpOtrlftic  of 
the  unchangeable  pemanency  of  the  gtc*t 
Jehovah  of  Iftael,  the  lam,  Ff*ui*  17.  and 
It  had  been  applied  to  Chrift  in  chap,  i  US 
(Ice  the  note  them)  and  confidering  tbe  eon. 
DcAion  wiih  the  foregoing  verfe,  with 
which  the  1  pottle  brings  ir  tn  here,  it  fets  the 
vnchangeaMcncfc  of  Chrift  in  oppufirion  to 
the  nocatuD  continuance  of  dying 
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p  Be  not  car* 

red  about  with 
dimofnl  ftrange 

Eb 

do^riacs  i  for  it 

it  *  girfid  thing 

that  the  heart  be 
cttablilbed  with 

grace,  not  with 
mali  t  which 
have  not  profited 
fhem  that  have 
been  occupied 
tttrcfo. 


have  the  fame  trull  and  dependence  upon  him,  as  you* 
faithful  guides  had,  the  end  of  whufe  convcrfation  wafl 
with  honour  and  joy. 

9  Take  heed  then,  left,  by  departing  from  Chrift  *t 
and  from  the  doctrines  and  examples  of  your  former 
guides,  a&Tar  as  they  followed  him,  ye,  like  children^ 
be  faffed  to  and fro%  and  carried  about  with  every  wind  of 
doElrinet  by  the  flight  of  mou  and  cunning  craft  lnefs9 
whereby  they  lye  in  wait  to  deceive  f  (Ephefi  iv*  14.)  j 
and,  particularly,  left  ye  be  fluctuating,  and  whirled 
about,  like  a  fhip  in  a  norm,  or  like  clouds  by  the  wind, 
and  be  unfetrled  in  ycur  minds  by  various  doctrines  a* 
bout  ftvcral  Jewifb  rites  and  ceremonies,  which  aredif* 
fereot  from,  foreign  to,  and  inconfiftent  with  the  Cm* 
pliciry  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift ;  but  which  erroneous 
teachers  inlift  upon,  as  neceflary  flill  to  be  obferved  m 
order  to  falvation  ;  (rffls  xv*  it)  Beware  of  being  mif- 
led  by  thefe  filie  notions :  For  it  is  every  way  incom¬ 
parably  better  f  that  the  foul,  inclufive  of  all  its  facul¬ 
ties,  sbe  fully  perfti  sided  of,  and  Itedfaflly  fixed  in  its 
dependence  upon,  the  free  love  and  favour  of  God  in 
Chrift,  as  revealed  in  the  gofpe!  for  the  remiftion  of  fin, 
peace  of  conference,  and  acceptance  with  God  to  eter¬ 
nal  life  ;  and  1  bar  it  be  fortified  againft  all  wavering  a- 
bout  the  truth  and  importance  of  this  doctrine,  by  an 
experience  of  its  efficacy  in  a  work  of  hearr-changftig 
grace,  than  vainly  to  imagine  that  thefe  bleflings  can 
be  obtained  by  oblcrvances  of  the  ceremonial  law,  which 
had  a  peculiar  reference  to,  and  were  fault! tied  by  the 
altar,  and  food  in  meats  9  and  drinks  9  and  divert  wajb*  . 
iagS)  and  carnal  ordinances  9  impofed  upon  the  Jews  «jj- 
till  tbe  time  of  reformation  \  but  which,  as  they  could  not 
make  him  that  did  the  fcrvice  perfe£ly  as  pertaining  to  tbe 
Confcietice^  (chap*  ix*  9,  ro.)  fo  they  of  thcmfelves 
neither  were,  nor  could  be,  of  any  fpiritual  and  faving 
advantage  to  thofc  who  were  tnoft  converfant  with  them, 
even  during  the  legal  difpenfatioi}  j  much  left  can  they 
be  fo  now  j  but,  on  the  contrary,  arc  very  pernicious 

to 

NOTE  5. 


*  This,  and  the  following  T^rfis,  may  be 
confidercd  as  founded  upon  w-'at  hod  been 
juft  before  laid  of  li  Jefu*  Cbrift’s  being  the 
il  feme-,  yeflerthy,  and  to-day,  and  for 
“  crer.1*  And  chr  which  the 

apoftlc  more  particularly  warned  the  He- 
brew  again (1,  were  fueh  15  related  to  the 
Jcwilh  mra*»,  that  were  under  the  law  to  l>e 
tf  touted  clan  or  mi  dean*  a  A  d  to  be  C3!c» 
or  not,'  according  as  they  wore  or  were  l?Ot 
to  \Kj  or  had  or  had  not  been,  olferei  oa  the 


afrar;  and  con frqiten tly  extended  to  the  fo- 
criiicec,  and  the  whole  frame  of  the  Mo&ic 

ijiftitiTtirtn,  which  .  h*rl  *  [articular  referrnre 

to  the  altar,  and  ins  fatiflifitd  by  it.  This 
gives  uu  proper  clew  for  tluderflandirig  the 
HJCauva;  of  thefe  varies,  which  other  wife  ap¬ 
pear  to  he  vciy  oh  I  cure  ait  their  conncAioxi* 
f  Thti  word  here  rendered  a  gcod  thing 
(xi^cf)  h  trai‘ lb  ted  Mat,  xviii*  8,  , 

and  hi  that  fcr.jc  I  apprtherid  it  ia  moll  fit! 
to  be  taken  here* 
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i tr  We  fnvc  in 


Act  f  whereof 
dtty  bare  vko 


light 

mcH 


fo 

ftrrc 


cat 

the 


»t  Pbrthcbo- 
of  tho& 
I4pftx>  vbofc 
ftlSod  IS  brought 
ininthc  fcnftoarr 
fcfthc’high  prie4 
hr  fn,  *rc  burnt 
wkonx  thecwp* 


U  Wherefore 

eSts  aKb+  that 

ft*  people  with 
J£*  awti  blood, 
tfhetl  without 


to  thofe  that  have  continued  to  keep  up  a  religious  re¬ 
gard  to  them;  the  altar  itfelf,  alt  the  rites  and  ce¬ 
remonies  dependent  upon  it,  being  now  of  no  further 
trfc,  fince  all  that  was  typified  thereby  is  fulfilled  in 
Chrift. 

to  SrVe,  of  the  New  TefUmem^churcb,  have  an  in* 
comparably  better  aftaf  and  factiticc  of  a  fpiritual  na¬ 
ture  in  Chrift,  u'At?,  tirougS  the  eternal  Spirit ,  offered 
bmfelf  •without  fpvt  to  £?«/,  (chap,  ix*  14.)  \  and  fo  was, 
in  his  own  perfan,  the  prieft,  altar,  and  facriEce  too, 
wbofe  divine  nature  fupporred,  ahdgave  an  infinite  va¬ 
lue  to  his  facrifiee,  as  the  altar  fanQified  the  gift,  {Mat, 
urii.  19*):  and  this  furoiihes  ont  a  ieaft  to  our  faith, 
in  receiving  the  bieffings  of  his  purcHafe  with  applica¬ 
tion  to  ooifelves,  which  they  have  no  authority,  title, 
or  claim  to  be  partakers  of,  who  ftilS  abide  by,  and  live 
in  the  obfefvation  of  the  external  irtd  typical  fervices  of 
the  JrwiJh  tabernacle,  to  make  atonement  for  Gn  ;  or 
who,  adiing  the  part  of  Levitical  priefa,  perform  the 
offices  of  it  for  that  purpofe.  *arpiv9»T«}  They 

have  no  more  right  to  feaftupon  this  facrifice  of  Cbrift, 
than  even  the  pr lefts  themfelves  had  to  eat  any  part  of  the 
fin-offerings,  which  were  to  be  totally  confumcd.  {Lev* 
vL  30  } 

r  i  For  according  to  the  appointment  of  God  in  the 

law,  with  icfpeft  to  thofe  bealls,-  particularly  bulls  and 
goats  for  the  fin*ofiering,  (chap,  x,  4,  5,  6,}  thf  blood 
of  which  was  carried  into  the  raoft  holy  place  by  the 
high  prieft,  on  the  great  day  of  atonement ;  h  was  or¬ 
dered  that  the  bodies  of  thofe  facriEcts,  together  with 
their  (kin  and  dung  ftiouidbe  burnt,  and  utteily  con* 
fumed  by  fire,  in  fnme  place,  which  lay  out  of  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  camp  of  Jfrael ,  (Lev*  xvi,  27*}  and  fo  the 

priefts  tbemfdrcs  were  not  allowed  to  eat  of  thofe  expi¬ 
atory  facrificrs  that  were  moft  eminently  typical  of  the 
great  propitiatory  facrifice  of  Chrift,  which  he  offered 
t vben  he  rcdceemed  us  from  the  cvrje  of  the  lawt  being  made 
s  cnrfefor  iy/,  {Gahiti*  13.)  and  with  the  blood  of  which 
he  entered  ta  once  into  the  holy  place ,  having  obtain* 
id  eternal  redemption  for  tjj,  (chap,  ijt.  12,)  Thi3 
plainly  (hews,  that  no  legal  fervices  can  make  any  one 
partaker  of  his  facrifice,  which  was  prefigured  by  thofe, 
from  the  eating  of  which,  even  under  the  law,  both 
prieft  and  people  were  entirely  excluded. 

1  a  Therefore,  for  tbe  moft  evident  and  exa£k  at  com  - 
plifhmcnt  of  th^f  thing  lignified  by  thofe  eminently  ty¬ 
pical  Gn*offering$,  Jefus  alfo,  our  great  Higb  Prieft, 
that  he  might  effectually  make  atonement  for  the  fins 

oi 


CLxiiL 


fie  fpiflk  to  tie  Hebrews  psrapbrsfcd. 


tot 


ii  Let  o*  s® 

ford*  t  berefoVc 
unto  bin  without 
thf  ctrap*  bwr 
ii\l  hii  rtpiwch. 


of  hVfp'tfKutl  Ifrael  *,  and  might  confecrats  them  aft 
a  peculiar 'people  to  God ,  by  (heddtng,  not  the  blood 
of  bulls  and  goat*,  but  bis  onn  -mod  precious  blood, 
which  be  carried  into  the  heavenly  fanftuary.  This  Je- 
fus,  I  fay,  {offered  his  painful  and  ignominious  era* 
cifixion,  under  the  curfe  of  the  law,  on  mount-Cal* 
vary,  without  the  gates  of  jferufoim ,  (Luke  xxiii.  33.) 
which  correfponded  to  the  burning  of  ttie  bodies  of  the 
fin-offering,  as  things  devoted  to  deftru£tion,  without 
the  borders  of  the  camp  of  lfratl^  while  they  fojourned 
in  the  wildemefs  5  which  might  alfo.  intimate  Ch  rift’s 
leaving  their  temple,  city,  werfhip,  privileges,  and 
church-fare  to  fall  into  rains,  and  leaving  them  to  pe¬ 
ri  fti  in  their  iniquities,  who  would  obfthtatelj  adhere  to 
that  conftitution,  and  reject  him,  according  to  what  he 
denounced  when  he  was  going  out  from  thence.  {Mat. 
xxiu.  38,  39.  and  lu&  xxiii.  ay,— -31.) 

13  Let  us  therefore,  who  make  a  profelEon  of  his 
Dime,  and  pretend  to  look  for  fal  ration  by  him,  go 
forth  by  faith  and  hope,  defire  and  love,  to  him,' is 
thofe  that  place  all  our  dependence  upon  him,  and  have 
all  our  expectation  from  him,  and  that  affectionately 
embrace  him  ;  leaving  the  jfevii/b  camp,  and  the  altar 
and  temple  at  Jettf/urn*  and  all  the  legal  inftitu cions 
pertaining  to  them,  behind  us,  as  having  no  expe&a- 
tion  from  them,  nor  any  further  to  do  with  them.  Let 
u$  alfo  do  the  like  by  this  world,  and  all  the  concern¬ 
ments  of  it,  which  anfwer  to  the  political  Hate  of  the 
Jews,  firft  in  their  camp,  and  afterwards  in  their  city, 
that  we  may  go  out  from  ail  its  allurements  and  enjoy- 
jnenu  in  pur  heatts  and  attritions,  and  fet  them  upon 
Chrift,  who  fettered  without  the  gates  of  Jcnifa- 
fern.  Let  us  cheerfully  and  boldly  own  him,  under 
all  the  fcandal  of  his  crofs  j  and  be  willing  to  bear 
the  reproach  of  believing  in  a  crucified  Jefus,  for  all 
faivation,  how  much  foever  it  may  be  a  Humbling 
block  to  the  jfewt)  and  feolifhnefs  to  the  C reeks , 
(1  Cor.  i.  23.}  i  and  let  us  (land  ready  to  fetter  (ha me, 
contempt,  and  fcorn  for  his  feke,  as  thofe  who,  tu  imi¬ 
tation  of  him,  have  learned  to  deny  ourfelves,  and  take 
up  our  erofs  and  follow  him.  [Mat.  xvi.  24.) 

14  For  as  the  city  of  Jcrajalcm  itfelf  f,  which  fue- 

cecded 

*r  e. 

1m*  and  m*  1  feerating  them  to  God*  (Set  the 
Dwc on  chap,  ii,  if.) 

f  H<fi«  ilcm?  to  be  aa  altuGoo  to  the  city 

of  jcnifiticni,  which,  thmigh  it  was  *  city' 
of  habititKn  that  fought  after,  white 
they  were  journeying  in  the  wiLieinefi*  and 

ubich 


94  Eor  here  haw 
T  we 


N  0 

*  Satisfying  the  people  1*  to  V  nn tier- 
flood,  not  of  internal  fan65fic*;ion  by  the 
Spirit,  though  thM  h  pordated  by  the  blood 
of  <€hdft  s  'bat  it  is  to  be  taken  here,  as  it 
frequently  is  in  this  cpiftU,  tn  a  fjcr:ficial 
fbafe,  for  purging  them  from  the  golltof 
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we  oo  ttmtmamg  ceedrd  the  camp  of  Ifrael  in  the  wildernefs,  as  the  feat 

oaJto  com*!  of  y&Miijb  worriiip,  and  of  alt  political?  as  well  as  reli¬ 
gious  imtrrcfU-,  fhall  foon  be  utterly  deftroyed,  accord* 
in g  to  the.  prediction  of  our  bleffed  Lord,  [Luke  xix. 
41,-44-) fo  vc  have  no  durable  ftate  of  happinefs, 
or  of  fettled  refideoce  in  this  lower  world,  as  if  here 
were  our  rt.fl ;  But  as  pilgrims  and fir  Angers  upon  earthy 
(chap*  xi.  13*}  and  as  per  ferns  driven  from  place  to  place 
by  our  perfecting  enemies,  we,  who  believe  in  Jefus, 
realize  by  faith,  earncftly  de/ire,  look  and  long  for,  and, 
by  all  the  ways  and  means  of  God's  appointment,  feek 
aiter  a  future  and  better  city  ;  a  Hate  of  cverbftimg  reft, 
and  peace,  honour,  fafery,  harmony,  and  delight,  even 
one  of  a  glorious  and  heavenly  nature,  a  city  which  has 
foundations^  wbofe  builder  and  maker  is  GW,  who,  aa 
our  God,  has  prepared  it  for  us.  [Chap,  xi*  io*  16*) ' 

rore^fEt^us* ofTV  *S  consideration  therefore  of  Ch  rift’s  having  re* 
the  Aerifcc  of  deemed  and  concerned  us  to  God,  by  his  own  blood, 
pnlfc  to  God  (fee  the  paraphrafe  and  note  on  ver*  1 2.)  Let  usaferibe 

P°Aibk  glory  to  God  through  him,  as  our  only  High 
**r  lip*,  giving  Sacrifice  and  Advocate,  and  as  the  altar  that 

UuaJu  to  his  fanClifies  our  oblations  r  Let  us  abound  in  daily  evan* 
******  gclical  offerings  of  thankfgiving  and  praife  to  God,  e- 

very  morning  and  evenings  and  be  ready  to  prefent 
them  to  him  ar  all  rims 6,  in  all  rircumflances,  and  for 
every  thing,  efpecially  for  Cbrift  and  all  the  h  I  tilings 
of  hip  purchafe ;  offerings,  not  for  expiation,  which  is 
made  perfectly  and  alone  by  his  Leri  Bee  ;  but  fpimual 
offerings  of  grateful  acknowledgment,  which  we,  as  a 
holy  evangelical  priefthood,  are  to  offer  upt  acceptably 
to  God  by  Jcfus  Chrifi,  (r  Peter  iu  5*);  and  which, 
in  diftinclion  from  the  legal  offerings  of  calves,  bul¬ 
lock?,  and  other  beafts,  ar«  metaphorically  called  the 
•  calves  of  (?wr /i;  r,  (Hof.  xiv*  2.);  and,  in  allufion  to 
the  iirlLfruits  under  xhz  law,  may  be  ftiJed  the  fruit  of 
our  Ups $  as  they  confift  of  cheerful  cotifefftcns  rhat  aU 
the  good  we  have,  or  hope  for,  proceeds  from  the  free 
favour  of  God,  which  is  to  ba  acknowledged  to  the  glo¬ 
ry-  of  his  adorable  name,  nor  only  by  every  one  fingly 
for  himfdf,  but  with  united  hearts  and  voices,  and  with 
foetal  celebrations  of  hi?  praife. 

»«  Bor  to  d*  16  But  while  your  hearts  and  Ups  are  full  of  grati- 
and  to  [U(j£  ancj  pra£pc  t0  God,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  on 

tamm  annate,  for-  *  T  *  *  rn  *  t 

get  his  account,  for  all  his  mercies  toward  you,  lake  heed 

of 


NOTE. 

God  fed  them  to  hy  a  rrght  way.  I^ts;  and’fb  wn  a  lit  emblem  of  the  fleet  - 

cWL  7*  yet  thit  city  iifclf  was  now  to  be  inj,  uncertain.  an^  (btc  of  thi* 

Iwq  destroy  cd,  together  with  the  whole  world,  and  of  ill  things  in  it. 

Jtude  of  iu  civil,  u  well  us  icli^iod^  p;i A- 
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not ;  for  with 
tadi  facrifices 

God  u  well  pica* 
fed. 


17  Obey  them 
that  ha*e  the  rule 
Aver  you,  and 
Aibintc  your  - 
Ici'r?:  for  they 
until  for  yrjur 
ibuht  is  they 
thit  imift  give 
account  ;  that 
they  may  do  it 

u'i'h  joy,  and  not 

umIi  grief;  for 
that  is  unproft- 
ublc  fur  you. 


of  thinking- that  this  is  the  mriy  facri  Gee  of  thankful  ac¬ 
knowledgment  that  ye  are  hound  to  offer  in  return  for 
his  goodneft*  lie  careful  10  cultivate  a  merciful,  kind 
and  generous  temper ;  and  co  abound  in  all  a£ts  of  bene¬ 
ficence  toward  your  fellow  creatures,  that  at  ye  have  op¬ 
portunity'}  ye  may  do  good  wrto  all  men ,  efiecictlly  tsthem 
w bo  are  cf  the  houfbold of faith ,  (Gab  vi*  lc.)  $  and  may 
give  them  a  partner  ftiip,  or  communiotr  with  you  {*«- 
wiw)  in  your  temporal  good  things,  by  communicating 
to  them  as  their  need  requires:  For  thisfou  ol  offerings* 
as  well  as  praifes,  are  to  the  glory  of  God,  when  pre¬ 
fen  ted  with  faith  and  love,  and  in  obedience  and  devo¬ 
ted  nets  to  him,  and,  though  not  meritorious,  yet  are 
agreeable  to  his  gracious  nature  and  will,  and  well  plea* 
Cng  to  him,  (Phil*  iv*  18.)  who  accepts  both  you  am) 
them  in  the  Beloved,  in  tike  manner  as  he  had  ardpeft 
to  Abel  and  his  offering,  v/hich  that  righteous  man  pre- 
fented  with  faith  in  the  atoning  facrifiee  of  the  pionri- 
fed  Mclfiah*  {Gen,  iv*  4*  and  Heb*  *1*4.  See  the  note 

there*)  t 

17  As  ever  ye  would  improve  alt  appointed  means 
of  grace  and  mini ftc rial  afliiU tic es,  for  difeharging  the 
fore  mentioned  duties4,  -fee  that  ye  not  only  remember 
to  imitate  the  faith,  and  the  exemplary  converfiiion  of 
your  dcceafed  paltors,  {ver,  7.}  but  that  ye  pay  a  reli* 
gious  regard  to  the  doctrines  and  precepts  of  thofe,  who 
under  our  Lord  Jefut*  that  great  Shepherd  of  the  flicep* 
(urr*  20*)  are,  or  hereafter  may  be  your  fpirkua!  guides 
or  leaders,  *c  k*c  the  note  on  ver.  7.)  to  con¬ 

duit  you  in  the  way  of  truth  and  he!inei>,  not  as  ia* 
ving  dominion  over  year  faith ,  but  as  helpers  of  \  our  joy* 
(3  Cor*  u  14- )  And  let  it  be  a  point  of  duty  with  you* 
ro  yield  jourfelves  up  to  ChrifFs  authority,  in  them* 
as  overfiers  which  the  Holy  Ghsft  has  fit  over  you>  (Aflft 
tx,  28,)  Attend  upon,  receive  and  comply  with  their  in- 
ftru&tons,  exhortations,  admonitions,  and  reproofs,  not 

with  an  implicit  faith  and  obedience  \  bur,  as  far  as  ic 

appears,  that  they  fpeak  and  a£t  in  the  name  of  Chrift 
according  to  his  word  ;  For  it  is  1  heir  proper  office* 
bufinefa  and  duty ;  fo  iE  is  the  care  gnrl  concern  of 
thofe  of  them,  who  und  CTi  rid,  and  are  faithful  to  their 
important  truft,  to  watch  over  you  m  the  Lord,  with 
all  'diligence  according  to  the  ability  which  h t  gives 
them,  chat  they  may  im'pe£l  your  principles,  temper* 
and  behaviour}  may  guard  and  caution  you  tgaiiifii  all 
iniquity,  error,  and  fpii  it  u,d  danger  \  and  may  lay  them- 
felves  out  in  tbe  beft  manner  th^y  can,  to  fubferve  the  edifi¬ 
cation  and  eternal  fair  at  ion  of  your  immortal  foals  :  And 
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(9  Pnf&ru; 

For  «e  irall  we 

km  ■  good  con 

focnc*,  in  all 
thing*  wiliiiw  to 
VitkaiKffljr. 


they  engage  in  this  momentous  work  with  a  confidence 
toward  God,  as  accountable  fenanrs,  that  are  daily 
/pending  before  him,  in  their  addreflcs  to  the  throoe 
of  grace,  what  they  obferve  of  the  ftatc  of  their  fldtls, 
and  the  fruit  of  their  labours  among  them,  whether  it 
be  hopeful  or  d ifeou raging ;  and  are  deeply  fenfible 
that  they  mud  give  an  account  to  their  Lord  and  Mailer 
in  the  day  of  judgment,  how  far  they  have  been  fuccefs- 
ful,  as  wefl  as  diligent  and  faithful,  in  their  miniftry. 
Tbefe  folemn  thoughts  awaken  them  to  the  greateft 
seal  and  care  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  that  they 
may  go  ou  in  their  work,  and  report  the  fiuits  of  itto  God, 
with  cbeerfulnefs  and  delight,  and  not  with  mournful 
hearts,  while  they  are  labouring  in  it  ;  and  may  give  up 
fuch  a  final  account  of  the  iflues  of  their  holy  miniftra- 
tions,  as  fhail  be  matter  of  exceeding  joy  and  triumph 
to  them,  (l  Theff.  ii.  19.}  and  not  of  fad  disappointment 
of  tbeir  hopes  concerning  you :  For,  were  this  to  be 
the  cafe,  they  tremble  to  think  that,  though  theythem- 
felves  are  to  God  a  fittest  favour  of  Cbrifi  in  them  that 
are faved)  and  in  them  that  perijbt  (2  Cor.  ii.  1 5.)  yet 
all  their  preaching,  watchfulnefs,  and  care,  would  be 
loft  upon  you ;  and  inftead  of  your  reaping  any  good 
fruit  from  them,  would  turn  to  your  greater  condem¬ 
nation  and  mifery  for  ever. 

iS  We  who  are  employed  in  the  f acred  office  of  the 
min  dry,  being  fenfible  of  the  awfulnefs  of  our  work, 
of  the  many  difficulties  that  attend  it,  and  of  our  own 
utter  inefficiency  and  need  of -  divine  affiltancc  to  car¬ 
ry  us  on  in  it,  and  to  carry  us  through  it  with  fideli¬ 
ty,  comfort,  and  advantage  1  earneftly  requeft  your  con- 
tin  ual  importunate  prayers  for  us,  that,  whatever  our 
fuccefs  be,  we  may  be  found  faithful  in  the  day  of 
Chrift:  For,  notwithftanding  all  our  fufferings,  and  all 
that  our  enemies  may  fuggeft  to  the  contrary,  we  trud 
with  humble  confidence,  that  we  are  upright  (though, 
alas !  attended  with  many  infirmities)  10  our  views  and 
labours  for  tbe  honour  of  C  hr  ill,  and  the  good  of  fouls, 
(fee  2  Cor,  i.  1 2.)  i  and  our  confidences  bear  us  whiiels, 
as  in  the  Gght  of  God,  that  we  are  heartily  delimits  and 
determined,  through  his  ftrengthnings,  to  live  foberiy, 
righteoufiy,  and  godly,  [Tit.  ii.  12.)  with  a  due  decorum, 
(ksmc)  fuitable  to  our  moral,  religious,  and  miniftcriai 

characters,  in  all  our  behaviour  toward  God  and  man. 


to  Bar  I  be-  19  But  1  more  efpecialiy  beg  your  united  prayers  for 
IBoeh  yog  then.  my  direction  and  fupport,  under  all  prefent  trials;  fer 

!b2  *1  u,  i!t  deliverance  from  the  dangers  1  am  expofed  to  ;  and  for 

nftmd  the  bleffing  of  God  upon  the  fervices  I  am  now  engaged 


Ch.  xiii. 

■ 

restored.  H 
ibe  footer* 
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How  the 
Cod  of  pc  acc  that 
Brought  again 
from  Urc  dead 
qwr  Lofd  JcTwt 
that  gnat  fljep- 
herd  of  the  Jhecp, 
through  the  blood 
of  the  etc  flailing 
40T«Uirt 


ip,  jtbat*  when  he  has  done  bis  work  by  me  in  tbefe 
parts*  he  would  remove  all  difficulties  out  of  my  way, 
and  give  me  a  proper  opportunity  of  returning,  and  be¬ 
ing  farther  ufeful  to  you  by  my  perfonali  miniftry*  and 
qf  being  comforted  together  with  you  by  our  mutual 
faith*  (Aom>  i.  la-}  which  I  am  defirousef,  and  hope 
will  be  battened  through  your  prayers  for  it. 

20.  Id  the  mean  while*  as  t  dcGreyour  prayers  for 
me*  (vjS*m  18,  >9.)  fo  l  am.  continually  mindful  of  yoa 
in  my  fervent  fupplicaEions  to  the  God  of  all  grace, 
whom  I  addrefs  on  your  behalf,  under  the  encouraging 
and  endearing  consideration  of  him  as  the  God  of  peaces 
who  is  our  reconciled  God,  Father  and  Fiiead  j  and  is 
the  Author  and  Giver  of  pe^ce  of  conference,  and  peace 
one  with  another*  and  of  all  manner  of  profpntty  m 
the  dUpcnfatioDs  of  providence  and  grace*  tiff  «  be 
perfefted  in  aneverUfting  enjoyment  of  him  :  Who*  ai 
the  icheme  of  redemption*  fuitaining  the  ebarafberof 
the  fovereign  Lord*  Judge  and  Lawgiver*  to  demand 
arid  receive  the  Satisfaction  due  to  divine  juft  ice  for  ouc 
fms,  not  only  raifed  our  Lord  and  Saviour  from  the 
dead*  by  ao  exertion  of  his  divine  power*  (fee  the  note 
on  i last.  viiL  11.)  but,,  by  an  act  of  Cupreine  authority, 
legally  difeharged  him  in  a  judicial  way,  as  oar  public 
head,  and-  reprefentative  ;  and  fo  took  him  from  prifoa * 
and  from  judgment,  and  raifed  him  again far  our  j  unifi¬ 
cation,  (If.  liii.  8.~and  Aon-  iv.  ay.)  This  he  did  in 
token  of  his  entire  approbation  and  acceptance  of  what 
Ghrift  had  done  and  fuffered  in  oar  room. and  (lead,  who 
in  his  perfon  and  office*  as  a  divine  Saviour,  is  by  way 
of  eminence*  dignity*  and  propriety*  the  great  ami  only 
chief  fhepherd  of  the  dear  chofen  flock*  which  the  Fa¬ 
ther  had  given  him  to  take  effectual  care  of,  in  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  all  his  offices,  as.  a  Prophet,  Pricft  and  King* 
that  tie*  like  a  good  fiiepherd,  who  has  a  fpecial  love  to, 
and  intcreft  in  his  fheep*  might  redeem  them  from  ail  ini¬ 
quity,  and  purify  them-  to  him/elf,  as  a  peculiar  people, 
(Titus  ii.  14.)  might  gather  them  into  his  fold*  and 
might  feed*  guide*  govern  and-  preferre  them  from  all 
dangers  t  defend  them  a  gain  ft  all  their  enemies;  and 
bring  them  fafe  to  glory  ;•  A1J  which  is  brought  about 
by  means*  and  in  virtue  of  his  blood  “*  which  he  fhed 

to 

T  E. 

*f  Shepherd  ef  the  fheep;  end  others,  to 
Gof*.’,  being  the  "  God  of  peace/*  according 
co  the  current  dcftriw  of  the  Scriptcr® 
concerning  him,  as  reconciled  by  ibe  blood 
gf  Chrij.l ;  and  I  do  not  ice  why  w  not 

citwl 


H  O 

#  14  Through  the  hlood  of  the  evtriilUng 
fl  eovtoini,"  rood  Immediately  refen  to 
God  the  Father’*  u  bringing  oer  Lord  Idos 
**  Omit  from'  [he  dead/*  Eat  fome  include* 
in  reference  to  Ouitl'i  bring  the  **  grnt 
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i  r  Mikti  you 
pcrf«A  in  every 
good  work  to  do 
hta  will,  working 
in  yol  that  which 
U  vd^lufinfio 
hi*  fight*  through 
Jefus  Chrifl :  to 
whom  glory 
for  ct*t  a nd  ever 
Amen, 


(« 


li 


to  make  their  peace  with  God*  who*  on  account  of  his 
having  done  this,  railed  him  from  the  dead,  and  gave 
all  power  into  his  hands,  that  he  might  give  eternal  life 
to  them;  he  having  by  his  precious  blood  purchased 
them  for  himfclf,  and  ptirchufcd  for  them  all  thebleffings 
of  the  covenant  of  graccj  and  confirmed  it  irrevocably  pa  ft 
appeal,  {chap.  ii.  1 5> — f  7*)  And  fo,  in  apportion  to  the 
mount  5iwzij  difpenfjtjon  of  tbecovenant, which  was  of  a 
temporary  nature  to  wax  old,  and  vanifb  awajy  (chap, 
viis.  13.)  this  is,  firi&ly  and  properly  f peaking,  an  ever! aft* 
ing  covenant  initsconUitunon,aiid  in  its  benefit  which, 
together  with  the  covenant  itfelf,  Iba'I  abide  forever. 

21  May  this  God  of  peace  fet  to  rights  all  the  moral 
diforderof  each  of  your  fouls,  and  of  your  whole  com* 
rnunity*  and  reduce  them  to  all  the  regularity  of 
hearts  united  to  fear  his  name  +,  that  ye  may  be  tho¬ 
roughly  prepared,  fitted  and  dtfpofed,  and  always  re  a* 
dy  and  enabled  for  every  kind  of  good  work,  and  for 
every  a£t  of  tbat  kind,  relating  to  iufriy-yourfelves,  and 
Others,  to  perform  it  in  a  holy,  fpirftual,  evangelical 
manner,  from,  principles  of  faith  and  love,  according 
to  the  rule  of  bis  word,  in  obedience  to  bjs  command, 
and  for  bis  glory;  and  fo  may' cheerfully,  continually, 
and  unrefer vedly  fubmit  to  his  difpoling,  and  obey  his 
preceptive  will  in  rall.  things,  according  to  the  notices 
he  gives  of  both  by  his  providence,  word  and  Spirit! 
And  as  ye  are  mfufficient  for  this  of  yourfelyes.  May  he, 
of  his  good  pUafurey  work  in  you  both  to  wilt  and  to  do, 
every  thing,  as  in  his  fight  and-prefence,  tbaLbears  his 
own  image,  and  is  agreeable  to  his  holy  natureand  will, 
and  that  he  obferves  and  delights  in,  as  the  effect  of  his 
own  grace,  and  as  acceptable  to  him  through  the  meric 
and  mediation  of  Jefus  Chrift  l  To  him  who  is  the  great 
Shepherd  ofthe  Ibeep  t,  and  to  the  God  of  peace  thro* 
him,  (vtr,  20.)  May  ali  pofliblt  adoration,  honour  and 

glory 

T  E  S, 

■  V  forfi  aj  2Tt  overtaken  in  a  fault/*  (GaL 
Vi.  1.)  and  of  being  **  perfefi iy  jrimed  l (jft- 
*G  ther  In  the  fame  mind.1’  (t  Cor,  L  to  \ 

4  It  may  be  fomewbat  uncertain,  whether 
this  doxology  is  to  be  referred  to  the  God  of 
peace,  who  L4  mod  dinsiViy  iddre^ed  in  this 
pr»ycrt  or  to  jefiw  Chrift,  who  U  the  nwelt 
antecedent,  and  with  whom  it  Hand*  i a  the 
clofefl  ontlncttton*  However,  a*  it  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  directed  ebeivhere,  (bmetirors  to 
.ths  Padier,  and  at  others  to  r:ur  Lord  Jefus 

Chrilt,  it  11  due  to  both;  and  we  may  give 
it  foci)  a  t  ii  n,  as  make*'  it  applicable  la  cub 
of  thtrlc  divine  petfjbs. 


NO 

extend  tts  reference  to  all  the  preceding  parts 
of  the  verfe. 

t  The  word  (xaTjef-rOTu)  here  ti&d,  end 
rendered  /  made  yon  perftft,”  (ignifics  to  fct 
things  to  rights,  and  reduce  them  to  their 
proper  fore  that  were  out  of  order,  and  to 
prepan  them  for  a  ole  which  they  were  un¬ 
fit  for  before*  Accordingly  it  is  tendered  ifi 
other  places,  to  “  prepare,  frame,  fir,  re* 
**  Aon,  aad  perfectly  join  tognber,’*  as  in 
chip,  a,  $,  and  xl  3,  U  -A  body  haQ  tbott 
u  fr *f and  me,— »The  worlds  were  framed 
bf  the  word  of  God/*  And  tbc.apoJftle 
fpeaks  of  ,e  veHch  of  wrath,  fitted  to  Tde- 

(Rom,  ix.  a,  of  *■  refer 


Cb.  xul« 
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la  Aod  I  It- 
fcd)  yon,  bre¬ 
thren!  £uiT«r  the 
word  of  exhorta¬ 
tion;  for  1  have 
written  a  letter 
Unto  you  in  few 
words* 


Know  ytt 
that  at  brother 
Timothy  U  fit  at 
liberty  i  with 
whom,  if  he 

come  fboiily,  I 
will  fee  yon. 


%a  Salute  all 
them  that  hare 
the  rule  over  you, 

and 


glory,  .on  account  of  what  each  of  thefe  divine  pejfons 
ate  in  tfeemfclves,  have  been,  are,  and  will  he  to  us, 
be  aferibed  henceforth  continually,  through  all  the  <a- 
get  of  time,  and  to  an  endlefs  eternity  I  So  it  ought  to 
be,  and  Co  wre  and  all  true  believers  defire  it  may  be, 
and  are  well  afliiredlt  (hall  be,  in  tefUmony  of  which 
we  heartily  lay,  Amen. 

ts-  Apd  now  to  draw  to  a  clofe,  my  dear  brethren, 
whom  I  love,  not  only  as  my  kindred  according  to  the 
delta,  but  efpecially  as  fdlow-Chriftiars,  I  earneftly  beg 

of  you  that,  laying  aGde  all  prejudices, ■  ye  would  take 
in  good  part,  and  readily  receive  and  comply  with  the 
word  of  eahortation  and  confolatton,  including  all  the 
iuftru&ions  and  cautions  which  I  have  given  you  in 
this  epiftlc.i  and  that  ye  would  not  think  it  too  long  or 
tedious :  For,  though  it  be  larger  than  Come  others  of 
my  writing,  I  have  fummed  up  the  doctrines  con¬ 
tained  in  it,  relating  to  the  Mofaic  law,  and  the  per- 
fon,  offices,  and  gofpel  of  Chrift,  in  as  fhort  a  compafs 
as  I  welicould,  confident  with  the  vafl  importance  of 
the  things  thcmfelves,  and  your  concernment  in  them, 
and  with  my  great  afficQion  to  you as  alfo  in  com- 
parifon  with  the-  much  greater  enlargement  I  could 
bare  gone  into,  had  it  feemed  needful  for  you, 

13  There  is  one  .thing  further,  which  1  with  great 
pleafure  would  acquaint  you  with,  as  I  know  ye  would 
be  glad  to  hear  of  it*  ana  that  is,  that  our  dear  brother 
Timothy,  who  is  -well  reported  of  among  you,  (A£ts  xvi. 
7.)  and  as  a  fon  with  the  father ,  hasfervtd  v/ith  me  in 
the  gofpel ,  (Phil.  ii.  22.)  is  now  releafed  out  of  prifon, 
and  gone  upon  important  affairs  to  another  place  *  $ 
and  if,  according  to  my  prefen t  hopes,  he  (houid  ere 
long  return  to  me,  and  I  (houid  have  my  liberty,  I  pur- 
pofe,  by  the' will  of  God,  to  come  along  with  him,  and 
give  myfelf  the  fatufo&ion  of  feeing  and  converting 
with  you,  for  the  furtherance  of  your  faith  and  joy. 

24  In  the  mean  while,  I  delire  thatthofe  of  you,  in¬ 
to  whofe  hands  this  epiftlc  may  fir  ft  come,  would  pre- 
fent  my  moft  affectionate  Chadian  love  a.nd  refpe&s 


N  O 

*  Timothy  It  fecou  had  bent  In  priion, 
probably  with  the  apoftle  Paul  at  Route  ;  but 
was  by  this  lioc  idetfol  from  his  bonds, 
and  gone  to  feme  other  place,  ro  which  it  is 
likely  the  apolUe  had  fent  him,  as  he  often 
did  to  one  place  or  another,  as  occaGons  re¬ 
quired.  Bat  as  all  our  time*  and  way,  are 
in  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  fo  we  hare  no 
iccnont  that  can  fatisfy  us  whether  Timothy 
Srer  returned  to  the  sport  ic,  or  titiwof  them 

Vot.'V.  t  r 


to 

T  E, 

ctct  wait  to  xifit  the  Hebrew,  though  at 
tbc  time  of  writing  this  a  pi  Ale  he  hid  hope* 
of  it ;  aod,  with  a  due  fubalf&on  to  tha 
will  of  God  j  wrote  his  ddian  aocordicg  to 
thofc  hopet.  What  is  here  Sid  of  T^mothf 
confutes  the  poftitript  which  was  added  bf 
bter  hands,  and  fpt*k$  of  this  cpifUe*  a* 
4*  written*  to  the  Hebrew  from  Italy,  bj 
**  Timothy," 
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iDtl  all  the  AiOtf* 

They  of  ItiJy  li* 
)ute  yua. 


M 

wbh  yem 


*IL 


to  all  your  fpiritual  guides,.  who  arc  fet  over  you  in  the 
Lord ;  fee  the  note  on  vcr.  7.}  and  to  alt 

your  fc>l<>w-Chriftinn$,  who  by  their  regular  profeffion 
are  credibly  believed  to  be  what*  1  doubt  not,  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  them  are,  truly  holy  perfons,  as  having  been 
fet  apart  by  God  for  hirnfclf,  and  fanfHfied  by  bis  Spirit. 
Thojc  of  this  chara&cr  that  are  ltdBanst  and  arc  at 
prefeat  with  me,  join  there  Chriftian  falat&ona  with 
mine. 

25  To  conclude  with  my  common  benediQioa,  (fee 
the  note  on  Ram,  ii  22  )  *hicb,  for  fuhftwce,  1 
write  in  all  my  epiftles  with  my  own  hand,  May  the 
free  love  ami  favour  of  God,  thiough  Jefus  Child,  and 
all  its  blcfled  Eiiauifcfiatibn?,  fruits  and  effefb,  ever 
attend  all  and  everyone  of  you,  {wbatfoever  your  fta- 
tlona  be  in  the  church,  or  in  the  world)  for  your 
growth  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and 
for  your  direftion,  preferVation*  and  comfort  here,  till 
ye  arrive  at  his  heavenly  kingdom ;  with  defire  and 
hope^  of  this,  I  fay  Amm* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 
What  a  bcautv  does  fcrotht-rJv  love  call  upon  churches  an 


hcri-'voh  temper  !  And  how  unbecoming  the  people  of  God  to  be  dflati&fied 
with  the  dirpoftl.!  of  providence  toward  themfd'Jtr I  For  he  is  their  helper*  and 
hfa  pvoii‘‘i.ld  itar  hr  will  not  leave  nor  foriake  them  in  hny  Hate  whaUbcvcr^ 

1  i;:n  r,- ?K*ior.  fcU  alidv  iui  law  of  nature  What  ;vu  hi-noun-blc  bond  is 


^  arrt  ever  will  be  unchangeably  in  hun/df,  and  to  hU  people; 

and  u  their  l-li^h  PritrA,  Ahut\  ar.d  Sacrifice  too.  The  atonement  he  hr** 
madi’  by  his  blood  is  ibfttden*  <-L  iiicif  to  procure. their  peace  rnd  reconciliation 
with  God,  and  a  fccrtd  dtirctfion  of  than,  as  a  peculiar  pe^Ee  to  him  ;  and  ff 
efitvtually  ali  that  to  turn;  which  was  typified  by  the  fir^ olicr' ng  on  the  5re.11 
day  of. expiation*  as  he  iuiTmd  without  the  gates  of  Jerufuiem7  and  is  gone  witi- 
his  own  blood  !:ug  leaver  itfc!fp  to  appear  in  tUc  pretence  of  God  Tor  them 
What  a  delight  and  ItibfbntmHealt  has  our  faith  upon  his  faerifice,  which  the) 

.  ^  t  __  ft*  I  . _  *f  *  .-1  ■  j1,1*  .j  ,  .  1  h  i  x  i  .  1  -i  j-i  1  i 


a  -  -  4-  * - T"’  T  ^  F  fU  J  h*  1.  UiP  11*1' 

ortbc;r  faithful  labours,  which  turn  greatly  to  their  own*  but  moft  of  all  to  1-m. 
hearers  joy  or  grief,  according  to  the  good  or  bad  effcfH  they  hare  upon  their 

Tit 
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Their  cotmfels,  exhortations  and  reproofs,  as  far  as  agreabtc  to  the  vniod  and  will 
of  Chriftifi  his  word,  ought  to  be  ferioufty  attended  to,  free  from  aQ  prejudices* 
atul  with  humble  obedience  and  fubmiffioa  to  his  authority  in  them,  that  we  mix 
not  be  milled,  and  tofled  to  and  fro,  by  the  errors  of  wicked  and  defining  mfe 
who  bring  in  various  do&rine*,  which  are  quite  foreign  to  the  Chriftian  faith/v 
happy  fouls,  that  are  fecured  agalnft  their  fcduSfcuis*  and  eftablifhed  in  the  tnitb 
as  it  is  in  Jefus,  by  an  experience  of  its  power,  and  of  a  work  of  fpecial  grace  1  But 
as  ever  tniniftm  and  people  would  be  mutual  bleffings  and  comforts*  they  ought 
carncftty  to  pray  one  for  the  other.  And  how  encouraging  to  faith  in  prayer  w 
the  confidmtion  <rf  God  in  a  mediator  l  In  this  view,  we  may  realize  him  at  our 
reconciled  God,  and  the  author  of  alt  definable  peace  and  profperity,  temporal* 
fpiritual,  and  eternal ;  may  coufider  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  as  the  great  Shepherd 
of  the  ihcepto  take  care  of  all  whom  the  Father  has  given,  as  a  peculiar  property 
and  charge  to  him;  and  may  think  of  the  new  and  cverlafti  ng  covenant,  as  ratified 
and  confirmed  by  his  Mood,  on  account  of  which  God  the  Father  is  pacified,  and 
has  raifed  him  from  the  dead,  as  a  public  head  and  reprefcoutive,  for  their  jufti- 
fication*  In  humble  dependence  upon  all  this,  with  what  holy  boldnefs.may  wc 
afk  for  every  grace  and  favour  that  we  ftaud  in  need  of!  3$ -particularly that 
God  would  work  all  our  works  in  and  for  us  by  his  Spirit,  and  would  enable  us 
to  offer  up,  with  united  hearts  and  lips,  continual  facrificeu  of  t ban kfgi ring  and 
praile,  and  to  add  the  moft  benevolent  diftributions  to  the  neccflitles  of  others, 
efpecially  of  the  houftiold  of  faith  1  Thefe  alfo  are  acceptable  to  God  through 
Jefu*  Chrift,  as  facrificea  of  grateful  acknowledgement  that  we  receive  our  at! 
from  him*  And  how  cordially  and  affectionately  Ihould  alt  the  faints  fahite  one 
another,  and  their  fpjritual  guides,  in  a  Chriftian  manner !  M:iy  the  grace  of  God 
in  Chrift  be  with  all  bis  ntmifters  and  people '  To  whom  be  glory  for  ever  atulever* 
jdmt:* 


7i*  Ehd  tf  tht  Fifth  Volume 


THE 


PRACTICAL  EXPOSITOR, 

IN  SIX  VOLUMES. 


VOLUME  the  SIXTH: 

Containing 

The  General  Epistles  of  JAMES,  PETER, 
JOHN,  and  JUDE;  and  the  REVELA¬ 
TION  of  St  John  the  Divine, 


PARAPHRASED,  &c. 


THE 


Pr a&ical  Expofitor: 

Ob,  A  N 

EXPOSITION 

OF  THE 

NEW  TESTAMENT, 

In  the  Fo  r  m  of  a 

PARAP  HRASE; 


WITH 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES 

In  their  proper  places  for  further  explicatton, 

AND  SERIOUS 


RECOLLECTIONS 

At  the  Clofe  of  every  Chapter. 

To  VH ICH  li  ADDiPf  An 

ALPHABETICAL  TABLE 


Tbe  principal  things  contained  in  the  paraphrase, 

efpecially  in  the  notes. 


EDINBURGH: 

■  r 

Printed  by  W.  Darling;  and  fold  by  Him  at  his  (hop  in  BriJgt- 
Street  t  by  W.  Grat,  and  J.  Djcjcson,  front  of  the  Ex¬ 
change  i  and  by  all  other  bookfdlers  in  Orcat-Britain . 

M.  D  C  C .  LXXVT 


THE 


CONTENTS  of  the  General  Epiftle  of  J  if  M  E  $. 


Cn  At,  I. 

H£  apofife  prefaces  bis  Jpifile  with  age* 
vtrai falutatbn  of  the  Jews  fa  their  difo 
perfiart,  i*  Addrejfes  bsmfcff*  firfi  of  alt, 
to  the  Cbrijluin  converts  among  them,  Areff- 
?ng  them  bow  to  make  a  due  improvement  of 
their  troubles ,  bow  to  apply  to  God  under  ^ 
them,  and  bow  A>  Mam  m  frofbtrwrand 
advent  tircamfiance*,  i,— \%r  Warns  them, 
not  to  Impute' to  God  any  temptations  h  fin  * 
tut  h  look  *pon  ail  evil  as  proceeding  from 
themfeives,  and  all good  from  God*  i  |t — ► 
sS*  Infers  the  dosses  of  watching  again fi 
a  rafi  and  farms  temper,  and  of  recetvi ng 
the  word  of  God  with  metkneft,  and  living 
aeeording  to  it,  *9,— &f-  And  fitws  fa 
Afiretce  between  vain  pretences,  asxd  teat 
reUgioUj  itfb  *7*  p  3» 

Chan  U* 

The  atofile  goes  on  to  finis  that  oil  notions  and 
profeffhus  of  fdUb  are  Vain,  if  not  produce 
Am  of  impartial  love  and  jvfikf  to  tubers, 
the  poor  aj  well  as  the  rich,  r, — ij.  And 
firongh  argues  from  the  nature  of  things* 

'  {tllujl  rated  h  frmtUfs  presences  of  pity  to 
the  poor*  and  by  a  body  without  a  fiat)  and 
from  the  wfiantci  of  Abraham  and  EffMf 
the  neeejfiiy  of  good  works  ft  prove  the  fiuct* 
rity  of  fattb,  which  otherwifi  is  dead ,  and 
will  be  of  no  more  advantage,  thou  the  faith 
of  devils,  1  p-  14* 

Chip.  UL 

The  apofiUeaations  agaiafi  an  arrogant  affotmng 
temper  and  behaviour,  and  againfi  the  rifi 
chief  of  aa  nnfan&ified  a&d  unruly  tongue,  i. 


^-1 3*  And  firms  the  excellency  of  heavenly 
wifrtom,  -winch  diftwers  itfeff  in  purity, 
metknefs,  and  peace,  fa  oppajifutH  to  that 
which  U  litigious,  carnal,  nod  worldly,  14,— 

18,  p.  2$* 

CkU.  IV* 

The  apnfite  cautions  ogahtft  corrupt  affeHions* 
at  tie  root  of  wars  ami  quarrels,  and  the 
ham  of  prayer  ;  and  ugdfafl  an  inordinate 
hire  of  this  world,  as  enmity  with  God,  who 
gives  grace  fo  the  bumble ,  l»— 6*  Dintlf 
proud  and  carnal  prof  effort  to  fuhmif  and  he* 
Take  them  ft  Ives  to  Cod*  and  refijb  the* devil, 
and  to  abandon  and  lament  their  fistful  eoar* 
fes,  in  order  to  their  being  exulted,  7, — io* 
And  exhorts  all  fro  ft jfing  Chnfilans  to  /peak 
candidly  one  of  another,  and  to  undertake  j ia 
affairs  of  fife  without  a  eouff ant  regard  to 
the  will  and  providence  of  God,  u3— 1 7- 

P-  *9* 

Chap.  Y* 

The  apefife  denounce t  the  judgments  $f  Gaf 
againft  the  rich  unbelieving  jews,  who  it* 
fraud?  d  the  poor*  and  lived  fa  luxury  and  op- 
prefikn,  1,— d.  Exhorts  the  Jetvijh  belie* 
vers  to  patience  and  metiaefs  under  their  trim 
hulatfaas,  Tukieh  vnaidfoon  have  an  end,  7, 

Cautions  them  agafafi  rafo-fweorfag* 
n*  Recommends  prayer  fa  njfltficd,  and 
prnife  tn  profperuus  drcumftuuces,  j  3,  Ere- 
feribes  prayer  and  attainting  with  at  far  a  rntm 
rattiims  recovery  of  thefiek,  i4j  if-  Di* 
retts  private  CMfnans  to  mutual  coofeffhn  df 
their  faults,  and  mutual  prayer,  i4,-*iS. 

And  fie  ws  fa  happfaefifpf bring  fafirvmentA 
to  the  couverfiojs  of  a  jinucr,  19*  *o*  pP  3d, 


a 


The  Contexts  of  the  Firft  Epiftle  of  PETER . 


Chap*  I* 

THE  apefile  futures  the  profofffag  belie - 
t xrs,  to  whom  he  wrote  ;  and  hleffis 
Gad  for  his  facial  benefit  to  them  through 
Jcfrf  Chrifi,  tu  which  they  rejoiced  under  all 
inhalations,  *r—9-  Shews  ibal  falvatha 
by  Chrifi  was  foretold  fa  aneUat  prophecy. 

And  exhorts  them  to  all  holy  ton- 
Vfrfittioa,forIabJe  to  ibeir  principles,  pri  vile- 
awd ob£gatio*t  >3^—15*  P- 4S- 


ch  a  p,  n* 

apojtle  reeomtocttds  a  temper  fattable  to 
fair  ebaraSer,  us  born  agufa*  aud  a  daily 
VguVl,  si 


rewurfe  to  Cbrifi  at  their  only  foundation, 
1 0*  Direilf  their  holy  romierfotfan  a- 
spang  she  G entiles,  *t,  14,  Exhorts  ptbjeUt 
and  Jiryants  It  pay  ell  proper  ebe  ftCttCt  to 
their  civil  governors  and  ma fieri,  1 
And  ft  be  patient,  fa  Irmlaibn  of  their  fa  fer* 
fag  Saviour,  under  all  bardjbips  that  taifb/be 
wrongfully  laid  upon  them,  !9,^-*5*  P-  Jf* 

Chap,  1U* 

The  apofite  proceeds  to  recommend  fa  duties  of 
wives  and  hufhauM,  Exhorts  ail 

Chrifiiaai  to  tnuXual  agreement  ui  prtuApU* 
affeffkn*  andteadneft ,  8,-13*  eneots* 

t 


TLc  CONTENTS. 


%i 

rages  them  to  patience  under  perfections  far 
ttgbtcoufiefs  fake*  in  eonfifiroikn  of  CbnyVs 
haring  patiently  fu fired  in  their  Jtead*  and 
*f  the  rich  advantage  they  have  thereby*  14, 
— 11*  p.  <S9*  70. 

Chap.  IV. 

a  fifth  improves  the  confide  ration  of 
Chrititmk s  fu firings,  for  purlh  and  boiinejJ 
jn  heart  and  life*  1  ,—4.  And  of  the  ap- 
proa  thing  diffoiution  of  the  f twijh  fate*  for 
fihrUty*  watcbfulncfs*  prayer  and  mutant 
Uve*  and  for  a  frith  fit  difch.irgt  of  religi¬ 
ous  tru  ft  S*  7, — 1 1  r  And  betieverf 

attuttji  expo  far  them  [dvrs  to  puwjhments  fir 
their  own  fault  i  j  hut  cwoiirage (  them  to  re w 
j'air?,  and  g  for  f  <4  reproaches  and  fufferings 
for  Chrift *  inftead  4/  being  futprifed  or  Jift 


wayed  stibm\  and  to  camntti  ihdr  fouh*  id 
a  cuarft  of  -ate Undoing t  to  the  care  of  0  fiithr 

fit  God*  i*.— p.  ?9* 

■ 

Chap.  V. 

The  afofttt  exhorts  and  eneott rates  elders  to  he 
cheery  at*  dfinfere ft  ed  and  bundle*  in  n  fdth- 
fit  dt/c barge  of  their  office ,  it — 4.  Dir  efts 
younger  Gntfiatts  U  fibimt  to  their  elders* 
yea*  alt  of  them  one  to  another  ;  and  to  yield 
wifi  humility  and  patience ,  to  the  hand  of 
Cody  and  can  ait  their  core  on  and  tt  be 
fiber y  -watchful  andfiedfift  in  the  faith  a* 
$***$  ail  fie  Hmptationi  of  the  devil,  S* — p> 
And  then  iprayt  fir  their  growth  and  eft abti fo¬ 
ment  t  and  concludes  'wifi  fitutatms*  a*&  0 
bene$ftfo&f  1  <y— *4.  p*  87* 


The  Contents  of  the  Second  EpifUc  of  PETER » 


Chap.  I. 

HE  apofllefiiutts  them  mho  hod  obtained 
tike  precious  filth*  and  reminds  them  of 
tU  attending  hlefjftngs^  Efforts  them 

to  add  the  txetcife  of  variant  ofitr  graces  to 
their  filth*  and  encourages  them  thereto  by 
the  Hppy  ijfiet  of  their  f?  deluge  3,-11* 
Affurcs  them  of  his  concern  to  be  at  aflfftvtt* 
as  poffibUj  to  them  therein*  before  bts  op- 
proaching  deseafe*  1  f.  And  atn firms 
the  troth  of  she  gofpei  relating  to  Qbriflj  ap¬ 
pearing  to  judgment*  os  it  may  be  gathered 
from  an  immediate  teftimtmy  which  came  from 
heaven  in  bis  orsn  and  others  hearing*  and 
more  dir  eft  fo  proved  by  the  iafpired  writings 

of  the  prophets,  itf,—  if  '  p. 

Chap*  IF. 

T**  opoftU  cautions  fo  ft  evert  again fl  filft 
teachers  t  wb*m  be  defe  rices  bi  their  pernicious 
principles  and  influence*  t  * — f  Shews  the  cer¬ 
tainty  of  their  putpjh  went,  from  the  examples 


*  of  the  fatten  angels  t  of  the  old  wp-ld*  and  of 
S$dorr\  and  Gomorrah*  which  the  god  if  ft  nil  *7 
ftape*  as  Let  did  out  of  Sidoat*  4.— *>.  And 
giyes  us  black  account  at  targe  of  theft  fift¬ 
een  yai  they  were  aggravated!?  wicked  under 
high  pretences  to  liberty  and  purity*  io3 — 
u.  p,  104. 

Char.  HI. 

The  apoftte  declares  the  defign  of  sins  eptfile  lo 
be  the  fame  wish  that  of  fie  former*  to  rc - 
m ud  them  of  CbrijFs  final  cami  ng  to  judg¬ 
ment*  1*  a.  Ofifervct  thatfiofirs  at  Chuffs 
fitond  turning  were  so  he  ex  pc  ft  ed  under  she 
gofpcl fi etc*  3,  4*  Confutes  their  vain  and 
xnfufting  okje&ions  agninft  tt*  ana  firms  first 
he  K till  certainly  appear  at  unawares*  when 
the  prefins  frame  of  nature  wiU  be  iftbtvei 
by  fie*  $T-wo/  And  infers  from  thence , 
amt  from  the  new  ft  ate  $f  things  that  wilt 
then  he  introduced*  the  netejpty  of  fofinefs, 
patience  and  Jlcdfajfneft  in  fit  faith*  11^; 

1&.  p*  nj. 


^ *****  ■■  m  ^ 

f  _ 

The  Contents  of  the  Fifft  Epiftle  of  JQHSf. 


Cr,  a  p.  I. 

HE  apoftle  prefaces  his  ephVe  to  foSevm 
in  general  wifi  evident  Scfts monies  to 
Chrtftj  for  promoting  their  happinefs  and  joy , 
1, — 4.  Shews  the  necefftty  of  a  life  of  w- 
htefiy  in  order  to  communion  with  God;  nod 
tedieves  them  under  4  firtfe  of  in-dwelling 
fn*  whieh  they  ought  bumhf  to  acknowledge 
fiiU  remains  fifth  them ;  hut  from  which 

there  is  am.  alheleonfisig  virtue  in  the  bleed  of 

?CfM.  J.~ P-  1*1- 

Chip.  1|. 

pc  apefih  d;rrft  1  htfiivtn  lo  fic  adime&y  and 
tMypcmctit  of  Cbrift  fir  help  and  rctef  a- 

j.  I 


gaift/f  finfttl  infirmities*  i,  %*  Defirihrs 
the  tffift  f  of  ajavirtg  knowledge  of  aitduui^ 
On  with  him,  as  produftivt  af -obedience  and 
love  to  the  brethren,  3, — it.  Addreffn 
Chriftiant  under  the  vanda  \  tharoBers  of 
J 'title  children*  young  men  and  fathers*  u,— 
14.  Cautions  them  all  again  ft  an  inordinate 
fove  of  ibis  world*  and  anttchrrftian  errort* 
1 5^**3*  taCdutagcs  them  fofiond  fift 

in  the  fStb  and  beftnefi  of  thegafpel*  oetvrd- 
itiglo  the  fight  and  infixtnte  of  fie  fit  ritual 
tt nSton%  Trbicft  they  bad  received*  x  4,— 

p.  up. 

Chap-.  TIT. 

The  ape  flic  breaks  out  into  odmlrattca  of  tbt 

fovt 


T  be  CON 

fitve  of  Col  in  making  bt fie  vers  his  children^ 
it  x*  .Shews  tbit  purifying  influence  of  a 
heft  of  fuing  Chrift  and bearing  bis  Rkenefi, 
and  lb*  iticon/tfftntj  of  grounding  to  this 
V*  and  living  t a  fin,  3,-^»o  M^i 
love  to  the  brethren  a  difiingufanf  (bprac- 
tor  of  real  Chrift ians,  1 1 *i  y*  Defcribtt 
that  love  by  fash  of  its  aftingt,  at  prwe  it  to 
a  man* J  own  cenfctence  Iff  Sc  fiucere ,  iSt — 
ft  [f  And  ref  reft  nis  the  advantage  of  faith  , 

hvep  and  obedience,  xt,  fa-14*  p. 

■h. 

Chap.  TV* 

The  apoftfe  caution t  hrfievert  againft  giving 
beta  to  every  ant  that  pretends  to  the  /pint, 
and  ftvwt  now  to  difthtgvijb  the  fm  front 
the  fat  ft  ciaimatsts  of  if,  i,— Then 
returns  to  bit  darling  topic  of  brotherly  love, 
at  a  proper  charaftrrijJic  of  fincere  Gcrifti* 
am,  enforcing  it  uptin  them  by  various  weighty 
confiderafimit  7 ,-**<*  p.  ifi* 


TENTS*  ?ii 

Chap,  Vt 

Tfo  apt  file  toaefadet  his  argument  for  *  roller*  f 
/irt/tf,  by  fbnmeg  that  it  is  the  efftft  of  a  ttex v 
birth,  which  pnrJacet  fitch  a  hvrtaO*,^  at 
mnkes  abed: err rc  to  ail  ns*  ctHnnimdmiuts  pit  j- 
first,  tlud  fick  a  frith  in  C'lrift,  pi  over¬ 
comes  tb\i  wi trWH  The  ft  to  efiahJifi 

their  frith  In  (Shrift,  he  refer  t  to  three 
nefiis  in  heaven,  and  three  on  earth,  as  e&i- 
curriitg  t*  prove  rh.it  Jefis,  the  Son  vf  GoAt 
tithe  true  Meffaih,  <5,- — p  Sftnrs  the  fa* 

tiftaftion  that  the  he fi  ever  has  in  b:\  own  fal 
about  hint)  and  (fern at  fife  through  h;nti  and 

about  Go  ft  hearing  and  arfuering  the  pw- 
rn  that  are  offered  tip  according  to  hit  will, 
far  oarfelves  and  others,  ic*— And 
concludes  with  an  account  of  the  happy  too* 
dttrtu  of  true  believer i  beyond  the  reft  of  the 
•world,  and  with  a  (barge  to  renounce  ail  ido* 

la  try,  iS, — A 1,  p.  JJ9- 


The  Contents  of  the  Second  Epiftie  of  JOHN* 


IN  this  fiort  letter  the  apofilc  fisbtUS  the  debt 
lady  and  her  children  i,  —3,  Etprejfes 
his  joy  a,  and  further  exfltes^  that  faith 
and  love,  4,^5,  Cautions  t&em  to  be  upon 
their  guard  again  ft  deceivers,  whom  tfe  de* 
jcribftj  7j  Dir  efts  their  condttB  toward 
them i  10/— ri.  And  concludes  with  ext** 

1  -  ■  ■ 

■" '—  *  1  -'■'■"■■■■■  r  ■  ■  ■■■ 


Jltjg  the  Short ttejl  of  his  writing,  by  a  pro¬ 
mt  ft,  God  willing,  tv  make  them  a  viftr,  and 
dtfcoetfi  more  largely  about  things,  fame  of 
which  be  hod  touched  up<m\  and  with  /alula* 
l ions  from  the  children  of  ter  cleft  ftftert  1 1 ; 
ij.  p.  170. 


s 


The  Contests  of  the  Third  Epiftie  of  JOHN. 


fT,HE  rtpefi le  Congratulates  Gams  upon  his  e* 
X  ndnent  piety  and  befpilalUy ,  lt— *8* 
Caution  9  bint  again  ft  fidtng  with  Dtofrcpbes, 
who  was  a  mmfitr  of  a  haughty  an dturbu* 
lent  fpirtt,  p>— 11*  fittl  recommends  De- 

p  ■ 

-  ■  ■■'  - -  ■  ■  ■  ** 


ntetnus  as  a  max  cf  on  excellent  churoftrr, 
ti ,  Excufes  the  bravity  of  this  letter  by  the 
hope  he  had  of  fan  feeing  GaistSt  and  an* 
eludes  with  filututioti j,  i  r4*  P*  1 


The  Contents  of  the  Epiflte  of  JUDE 


THBapoftle  fahiies  the  Chi  ft  tans  to  wbfrn  he 
wrote,  end  exhorts  them  tv  ftttitd  faft  w 
the  faith  a  gain  ft  ihofi  fewijh  zealots  that 

would  undermine  it,  1,-4^  Shews  tbe  dan*  ■ 

get  of  being  infefted  by  them,  and  the  dread¬ 
ful  punifimint  which  fialt he iaftifted on  tbfrit 
find  their  followers,  at  exemplified  itt  the  ttn- 
be  fie  vhg  *  If r  :iefttes ,  in  the  fallen  angels,  and 
in  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  $, — 7.  Gives  a 
hideous  vfcripiivn  of  th/fe  fattens  end  {bar 


deplorable  end,  CavtlM  believers 

agon tft  fir pt fed  at  fich  deceivers  a - 

rJftug  amoug  themt  tS  being  forewarn'd, 
that  they  might  be  fort-arm' d  ngmjt  them, 
and  pudhtaus  their  Own  ft  ed/aft  tup  by  faith 
and  prayer,  and  a  prudent  care  one  of  nor¬ 
ther,  And  cone hdcj  vtth  a  Hty 

und'tnewtfiging  doxolcgy,  *4,  *5*  p* 


ft 


^  a 


The  CONTEXTS. 


The  Content!  of  the  RE  V'B  L  AT  10  N* 


Chap.  I. 

A  P ft  fact  opens  the  £z*itre  srfjr  nal,  defig  n, 
and  rmperfanct  of  this  btk,  l$ — 3. 
The  ep?ftie  fab#,  the  ’writer  of  it,  faint n 
the  frvea  cforcbes  cf  Ajio,  them 

grace  and  peace  from  God  tie  >Wfar,  Sony 

find  Spirit  i  Li  dijliufihc  *  cots*  own  I  charac¬ 
ters  of  ffaw,  4,~-8*  Declares  -wheu, 
•where,  uttd  h?ur,  the  revelations  vers  wade 
to  hiot,r  9, —  la.  And  gws  an  aeeaant  of 
hhfirfi  vijhn,  in  wbi.A  he  fav  Chuft  aft* 
ftaria f  iff  the  midjl  cf  ftvtn  gulden  rWfiV 
JlLfat  and  bolding  fevtv  flan  in  bis  tight 
kiiii,  -wbid>  iff  ere  emblematical  of  the  jcven 
churches,  and  their  rtftftivi  palfors ;  and 
deftribes  bis  appearing  iu  fit.  bfiroxg  and  UvC~ 

h  \%urrr  *f  mVrA 7  «  ww  fill¬ 

ed  to  the  ennwrageniem  of  true  believer ^ 

and. the  terror  of  fcidjhde  s  and  apoft/itcs, 

p,  j^Si 

C  ll  A  F.  1L 

The  apcjllt,  a -cording  to  ChrijFs  c ornmnniy 
finds  epiftfa  iuferioed  to  tht  paftors  of  the 
dutches  in  Afia,  vtitb  prophetic  vatnigt 
and  encouragements,  frit  die  U  their  iUn 
prefint  fiats,  fr  •>  zvbick  fame  things  are  eom- 
wended,  and  others  repro  id)  hud  relating 
to  t vbat  theywere  to  txptfl  in  a  vat  of  nter- 
cf,  &  of  judgment ,  according  to  l heir  refpec* 
tiic  faithfulixfi*  or- not,  far  time  to  'ww, 
as  parsicu  arty  the  church  a  Epbefus,  r,^- 
7^  At  Smyrna,  At  Pc rgamos, 

llj— L7.  And  at  Tbjdfir&y  19  p,  iotf, 

C’ua.f:  nr 

Here  filftw*  thee  other  cpiftl lea,  cent  pining 
warnings  and  t :rt at  rings*  exhort  &tot*st  en- 
rtn tregemeals  and  promt  fa,  fu  table  to  tht 
fiat?  of  f L*  church  pt1  ScrdtSy  S,—6.  At 
fthiladelflm,  7,*-lj+  And  at  Laoditaa,  14, 

- 12*  p.  119. 

Chap.  IV, 

The  aptfllthas  ing  fivificdtlf?  tpiftofory  pa*tof 

h'ts  rcvHatbji.  relatbg  to  tht  then  prey  at 
and  ff ear  approaching  flute  of  the  ftven 
churches  of  A*ta,  prate*  if  to  open  the  pro¬ 
phetic  fitne,  vh.ch  v  es  reerj  at: d  to  him 
t*  anetbr  vifion,  relating  to  t‘r  wore  gnt^- 
ra*  affairs  of  the  church  for  tint  j  to-omt* 
ta  the  end  of  the  nwrld ;  And  as  he  introdu¬ 
ced  the  farmer,  v  th  his  rificn  of  ChAft : 
(chap*  r  )  he  introdu  ces,  tuith  his  t,ir  o*t  of  Cod 
the  Creator,  at  an  hhgi  nous  throve,  firrreu^d^ 
ed  Tttto  a  keavMtty  hojl,  nrhkh  he  fav  un-’ 
dor  / he  nttbirms  of  t w*r nty  f  our  e  drs  sad 
fiur  living  creatures^  1^ — 7.  And  vith 
their  a? id  the  hoty  ange  s  fin: s,  urhicb  ho 

beard,  ST— -u*  p,  n7t  22$. 

C  iu  r,  V* 

fillosrhfg  part  of  the  apofUSs  vfiot%  he 


favr  in  the  right  hand  of  God  a  hook  of 
Tfttie  d.*rttfj  vtbicl  vat  fitted  v/frhfivt* 
fiah  fir  furcety  and  t«zi Id  fa  opened  ly 
nano  hat  Cbrijl,  Hr,  of  fearing 

prdew  the  rmhiem  of  a  Lsteb  in  she  mdfi 
of  the  throat,  took  t fa  hook  trap :  ii  it  A  4,  7* 
Upon  *1 vii.b  the  Joxf  fivinl  creatures  and 
foot  and  tv  eat j  elders  aft  no  c  alt  hour  to 
Mm  for  hi nhirtohing  this  dijficu  t  vcrk>  and 
for  redeeming  ft em  to  Co  *  fr) t  hit  b  t»*4  and 
mating  them  thgi  and  friejis  to  himT  8,*- 
10*  And  an  innnsuerdhle  ro^p  tsj  of  augtlt 
jo  n  vilb  them  in  another  fin^  of  fraj'f  Iff 

God  audios  Ldimb,  ii, — J4-  P*a34* 

CU  A  Ft  VI* 

Tht  apojlte  goes  on  to  am  accent  of  the  opetr.og 
of  the  fiats,  in  ihdr  0  dcr,  jar  ret \afug 
the  purpofes  ofGzdt  that  art  h  he  fulfill,  dty 
b  p  ft  iie..t*  in.  frvnr  gra  -  d  finO'jfi ve  ptr ,- 
ods ;  /fa  fitjf  0/  vbieh  is  r  frqcntid  ia  the 
opening  of  the  fix  ftfi  finis,  dJ  dr-  iatef  to 
the  foie  of  tie  under  the  beat  be*  em~ 

fer  +s  of  Rome,,  frm  She  lime  of  this  pro* 
phicp  iff  Coitfh-htine  the  great,  about  the 
pear  of  oar  Lard  313— The  firfi  fialis 
0 petted,  relating  te  the  ghnota  fieetjp  of  the 
T*ffel  in  the  firfi  prormttgatitJt  of  *tt  i*  a* 
fW  fieostd,  relating  to  a.greai  deflruRiort 

hath  cf  perfi  ttfing  *]ev  t  and  Remans*  bp 

their  van  true  vtth  a otffar,  till  abeus  the 
fiat  1  jS  r  j,  The  third,  relating  to 
great  Jen nvp  of  provifivns  sn  the  empire,  kr* 
rwent  the  pear  j|8  and  I79  tf.  Tin 
fim  th  rrl&wg-to  great  inertaRtj  by  a  pffii- 
fr/ice,  betvreea  the  gear  xst  and  l^r.  ?t  t, 
T>*  fifth,  relating  fa  the  ftp  of  the  finds  of 
rrnryrs  under  the  a’tsr^  9  —  1 1*  And  the 
fitthy  refadtg  to  \h&  dreadful  and  total  fhhver- 
fienef  the  empire,  es  he.  iht»>  in  the  regn 
of  Confiiusine*  the  year  513^ 

p. 

c  h  i  p,  vrr. 

A  po'efi  between  the  tvo  firfi*  grand  periods,  re~ 
[refi  ts  a  fi\±rt  rftiie  from  rerfieuit^n,  fi* 

the  comfiit  of  tU  pints,  from  about  the 
jfirgtgto  it — 3*  Ard their  peacet 

hapfhefi  attd  fifityf  as  figrified  by  att  an* 
fit's  ft  hr ng  1^4,000,  A  cb'rvp'Of 

the  wide  shmthy  xstt  vbkh  the  fa  [7  angels* 
jo  u  iff  a  fi*$  of  praife  on  tk  s  jo? fat  otcafioa% 

$+ — At/d  QUt  if  tie  eld  r$  hi  fir  ms*  the. 
up* ft  e  of  the  ttittpru  fable  bft fid  Rtfs  and  glo¬ 
ry  of  theft  that  /offered  martyrdom  for  drift  * 

13^-1;*  Hfl, 

Chap.  VIJI. 

The  fiventh  fttil  is  opened,  and  fiUvet  f&lltv'i 
id  heaven  far  a  little  fpaee :  And  five/t  an¬ 
gels  appear  with  few n  irawpets,  ready  m 
'  proclaim  she  p/trpfi  of  Gad,  U  the  f  iou* 
period)  rearing  to  the  Rmau  empire,  ear 
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he 


church  end  fbe  world,  the  Chriftian 
faith  bad  bit*  publicly  tmraced,  and  began 
ti  U  terra pud ;  i*  %*  But*  hi  fare  they  ext¬ 
ent*  their -office,  autfktr  angel  opptor s  at  the 
golden  alter  to  (far  iuceufi  mil 1  the  prcyeri 
oj  all  frints ;  and  that  tofts  fire  ou  the 
earthy  -which  products  terrible  ft  or  ms  of  vrn~ 
g enact*  3,—  j.  Hereupon  the  jcvtn  angels 
f  report  to  found  their  trumpets  in  their  order, 
as  ftgnals  Cf  the  judgments  of  Gfd,  that  were 
to  gradual  ft  executed  an  the  empire,  6. 

/  The  frft  angel  blows  his  trumpet,  -which  is 
fallowed  with  a  j form  of  bail,  fire,  and  bloody 
figrifying  the  great  dtftruBkn  that  Jb&Mfail 
on  the  Chri/tian  empire  after  Conftaafitte  s 
death,  tilt  toe  reign  cf  Tbeodojfas  from  about 
the  pear  337*0  JT9,  7*  The  fecond  trum¬ 
pet  il  fallowed  with  a  burning  mountain  caft 
into  the  fta  *  figmfying  the  Invafion  of  Italy 
by  she  Northern  nations,  till  Rome  was  fork'd 
by  Atari*  abositbc  year  41%,  S,  p,  The 
third  trumpet  is  fallowed  with  the  falling  of 
a  fiery  ft  or,  catted  Wormwood  on  the  ri~ 
-lifts ;  figntffi*g  the  devaftations  in  Italy, 
that  pat  o*  tad  to  the  Soman  empirt,  and  jet 
vp  the  kingdom  of  tbt  Goths  abut  the  year 
493*  lc»  Mp  The  fourth  trumpet  is  fat - 
lowed  with  0  darkntag  cf  the  third  part  of 
the  fun,  moon  and  ftars\  figxxfymg  further 
wars  in  ft  ah,  that  aided  in  a  total jukvttfisn 
of  the  power  of  Rcr^e,  and  the  fatting  up  of 
jOe  £xarcbatt  of  Ravenna  about  the  year 
5*0,  i±.  And  another  angel  denounces  ftUt 
greeter  wots  to  emt  upon  iSe  earth  under  the 
three  fothwfog  trumpets,  1 3.  p.  156* 

Chap,  IX. 

The  fifth  trumpet  ii  followed  with  a  refrefenia- 
tien  cf  axfttber  ft  or  as  falling  from  beams 
9nd  ofemng  the  bottmkfs  pit,  out  of  which 
fwernts  of  iccufts  come  to  torment  men  upon 
earth  ;  figrifylng  the  rife  of  Mahomet*  and 
fpr ceding  of  his  impojfure,  and  of  fie  Sarc- 
ecu  dominion  under  him  and  his  fa cceftsrs  in 
the  Eofieml  as  well  as  Weftern  Empire ,  be- 
tween  the  $*&$&%,  1^11.  The 

fixth  trumpet  h  fallowed  with  a  refirefa Mta* 
tton  of  the  loafing  of  four  angels  that  were 
hound  in  the  great  river  Euphrates ;  fignify  * 
iwg  Gad's  taking  of  the  re  ft  rrim  that  lad  been 
ted  far  fame  years  upon  the  Saracens,  and 
wow  permitting  them  to  tmsade  the  empire  *- 
grin,  and  make  further  prognfs  in  their  an- 
outfit,  between  &e  year  *75  and  no,  13*— 
11, 

Chip,  X, 

jjp  mtgaft  i at  rod*  Rita  ft  the  frveutS  trumpet, 
in  which  the  Attgel  cf  the  cry* cent  is  repre - 
faciei  as  interrupting  the  train  of  prophety* 
jfcr  a  fmak  interval,  and  as  prejinttiog  a  liu 
fir  cpei 1  M,  and  nt fprbtg  his  voice  at  a  Ron, 
which  is  fallowed  with  fa von  thunder s,  i*f 
mating  wkat-Jbe  would  further  reveal  tinder 
the  favea  vials*  1  A  vdee  from  hea¬ 

ven  forbids  writing*  at  prfent,  wbxt  was 
Milerci  by  the  fasten  thunders*  4.  Tie  angel 


fdemnly  fan  ears  that*  at  the  expiration  cf  the 
fallowing  prophecies,  time  faould  be  no  more* 
and  that  in  the  days  cf  the  faventb  angel  the 
myjlery  of  God  Jhouid  be  ft mfoed,  y, — y, 
A  voke  calls  to  John  obfarves  ip)  to 
eat  the  bock,  which  would  It  fareet  in  hit 
mcttth,  and  bitter  to  bin  be/ly,  B. — jo.  And 
fells  him  l*e  mu  ft  farther  prophecy  cf  the  yet 
future  (late  nf  the  church  end  of  the  world, 
in  a fa  ice  (five  order  of  time,  1 1*  witch  vat 
to  be  ft  cm  about  toe  year  77,  {when  the 
Pope  of  Rome  was  fir  ft  invefted  with  tetrtpir* 
rat  dominion}  far  ntfo  years  then  to  come, 
a  wording  to  the  general  defaiption  that  vox 
to  be  given  of  it  in  the  three  fatieving  chap¬ 
ters*  p,  IT1, 

C  ff  A  P,  XT, 

The  fit  ft  general  deferipfm  of  the  ftateof  the 
char *h  far  1 160  years,  in  she  third  period t  to 
he  anted  fum  the  r.fepf  the  temporal  prop¬ 
er  cf  lie  Pope  ahut  the  year  7  if  repre- 
fan  ltd  under  the  figure  of a  temple  neafared* 
bat  she  outward  court  if  which,  as  deferip- 
tii*e  of  formal  profefthrsy  is  left  to  the  G en¬ 
tiles,  or  idolatrous  church  of  Rome-,  for  4* 
r,  i,  Our  lag  this  time,  of  eyval 
date  wish  ix6o  prophetic  days,  or  years,  two 
wnnejftj,  or  a  few,  from  age  to  age* 
prcpbecy  in  fackclotk,  but  -witbgrext  ptty- 
Tttey  are  ftain  by  Poprfa  tyranny t 
which  it  figured  out  under  the  image  of 
the  beaftt  and  are,  trt  a  tttzn*er,  f  upprfft 
fed  far  three  prophetic  days  and  a  half* 
to  ^43  months;  j/ t?r  vtbith  they 
ari fa  and  of  tend  to  heaven  at  bearing 
their  tcftimO'ty  with  greater  effi&tcr  aug 
honour,  thtw  ever  hefare,  unto  the  over* 
throw  of  pP  tenth  part  of  tie  Jt emtfaju* 
rfdjRiet j  attd  the  jLughter  of  7000  men* 
at*l  to  tht  confer  i}t.uon  of  the  * reft  of 
that  party,  it*h:ch  fats  an  end  to  tie  fa^ 
coed  wo,  J, — i  4,  And  under  the  fa- 
t *ntb  trumpet,  dmonucing  the  thitd 
wo,  ail  antiehrtflian.  powers  would  br 
utterly  deft  toyed,  and  iffae  in  aghriouf 
ftatt  rf  Citrijt 'j  kingdom  upon  earth,  1  y, 

"”19*  P-  »7P- 

Chap,  XH. 

A  facond general  defariptiou  of  the  fame 
period  cf  the  church  of  drift*  and  of 
the  Ftp  fa  inspire,  umler  the  figures  */  J 
woman  dr  Ten  itjo  the  wtilJarttefi,  hut 
pre famed  In  fafaty  there,  and  of  4 
$rent  re  d  dragon,  meant  wg  the  devil,  aj 
cxcrtit.g  bis  power  prinespjllt  by  the 
Pape  and  his  p^fty,  who  would  per facuit 
her  I j  prophetic  dart  or  rears* 
Michael  \md  bis  augfls  figit  again  ft  rife 
devil  and  is/ fltige/ff  who  are  drfauted% 
ttpen  -which  th *  re  are  loud  atria  ma  tio  "X 
of  joy  and  p*-iiifa,  attended  with  rf  cW 

uwcution  of  woe  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  earth,  by  rtofan  of  the  dewPs  or  4r&~ 
gprfitt'ge,  7|— 1 2  ■  Hereupon  the  drx~ 

£** 
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/M  fierft  cutes  the  church*  is  hi 4 

from  him*  and  is  nourijtred  for  a  time* 
times  and  half  a  time,  a&fwsrirtg  to 
l7bo  prophetic  days,  H;1  cndea* 

VOUrS  to  defirof  her,  as  by  a  fteo  /,  whUb 
is  fw  at  lowed  up  by  fome  ctvU 
filed  the  earth  ;  and*  being  thnidifap* 
posuted,  he  TfnrsBs  his  war  agjjnft  the 
remnant  of  her  feed,  14*— 17,  288. 

CmaP.  XITf. 

A  third  general  defeApttO ft  of  * he  fiste  of 
the  church*  during  the  fame  period  of 
1260  years  under  tu:ticbrifi*s  reign*  tv  bo 
is  reprtfentsd  hy  the  figure  of  j  1 riU 
be  aft  rtfiug  eat  of  the  feu*  to  whom  the 
dragon  gave  his  power*  !,«•[&  And 
another-  rep  ref cm  tali  an  is  msdt  of  the 
fame*  by  tie  figure  tf  4  be  aft t  which  had 
two  boru J  F*ke  a  lotah*  and  [poke  OS  a 
dragon,  dercifutg  afi  the  povur  of  the 
farmer  be  aft,  urw^  Ami  obliging 
ail  to  worjbip  its  image,  and  receive  its 
mart*  as  perfous  devoted  to  it  j  with  an 
admonition  Jo  confide  r  the  tirre  of  the 
tife  of  the  beafi,  in  order  to  our  ktf’^sr- 
it*g  the  time  of  its  fall,  16,— id,  p.  xyf. 

Chap-  XIV- 

comfort  the  church  under  the  meisncho^ 
ip  reprefeutatlon*  which  hod  been  mode 
go  the  foregoing  v'tftonf  of  the  »6or 
years  of  the  witueffes  prophcfymg  in 

fackeUth*  of  the  church's  being  v*  the 
wilder  tsefs,  and  of  the  reign  of  anti* 
thrift,  athertts  of  the  heavenly  chare  b  is 
introduced  in  another  vifiosh  as  cetehnu 
Sing  the  pr aifes  of  (JoJ*  In  the  prefence 
of  the  Lamb,  for  their  happiuefs,  who, 
as  a  vitgin'compdrn,  had  continued  faith* 
ful  to  Chrift  and  his  Caufe  wider  that  pe* 
riod,  J,— 5.  Then  follows  <t  vifion  of 
three  angels ;  one  proclaiming*  in  a 
v/aj  of  prediction,  tie  cverUfiing  gofi 
pel,  which  ftotsid  he  preached  at  the  re~ 
formation  1  another,  the  dew  of  at  of 
Jta hyhn,  the  fame  with  the  nnticbrsfti* 
os*  (fa ft  j  an4  a  third,  the  dreadful  wrath 
6f  Go  l*  which  fiould  he  poured  out  upon 
the  worfiipprrj  of  the  Waft,  together 
with  the  hlzjfcd'xcfs  nf  them  that  die  in 
the  Lord*  d, — 93.  To  this  is  added  .ivb 
Jion  of  thrift  hmfelf,  vHtb  oftarp  fickle 
in  hi r  band,  end  of  an  otigel  trying  to 
him  to  execute  judgment  on  his  enemies 
as  ripe  for  deftruilion,  under  the  em- 
Hem  of  (i  bar  vc ft  ripe  for  cutting  dowu* 

which  he  accordingly  did,  14, — 16-  A&d 

s  1 nfion  of  two  angels  snort  V  cue  of 
•attach  had  affi  a  ftarp  fickle  end  the  a- 
ther  cried  to  hhn  to  proceed  to  further 
executions  of  yudgwenls*  without  delay, 
wtpOn  the  a  n  tick  rift  in  n  porty^  l  hat  bad  fill¬ 
ed  up  the  nn+fure  of  their  mguificst 


which  was  done  with  dreadful  veng sx/LCtf 
under  the  emblem  if  ,1  vintage  ful  ft  ripe 
CHd  trodden  in  the  witse-prefj  af  GoTs 

Tvralh,  I?,— xOb  p.  gofl,  jo7t 

Chap,  XV, 

A  t -ifion  of  [even  angels  having  the fiveu 
is  ft  plagues*  follows,  by  way  of  foie  tun 
preface  to  the  execution  Of  them*  aJ  to 
be  made,  upou  the  heoft  ;  add  a  Jong  of 
praife  h  Jung  by  the  chtiriK  which  ob¬ 
tained  vifdbry  Over  him,  I*— Then 
the  temple  in  heaven  if  opened,  from 
whence  the  fevtn  angels  come  out  with 
the  feve 4  plagues  ;  and  to  them  one 
the  living  creatures  gives  f evert  golds# 
vials  full  of  the  wrath  of  God,  that 
they  might  he  ready  to  pour  them  out  its 
their  Order  ;  Upon  which*  the  temple  war 
filled  with  an  innaCtejfible  ctodd  of  glx* 

ry,  *— 9,  p.  JU,  Jitf* 

Chap.  XVI, 

The  fruen  angels  are  order'd  to  pour  out  their 
JeveuvUls  of  the  wroth  of  God  on  the  anti- 
chrjftiou  be  aft  and  alt  Its  fuppvts,  >,  The 
firfi  viol  is  poured  oat  on  the  earth  with 
grievous  fores,  fit sdfyiug  greet  troubles 
through  the  Romijh  tammy  as ty*  between 
the  jenr  S30  and  98s,  3.  ’  The  feesudoa 
the  feo,  which  is  turned  into  blood,  fig- 
oifpHg  a  great  ejfufion  of  bfbod  in  the  ho¬ 
ly  wars,  between  the  year  I04O  aud  1 190* 
3»  The  third  on  the  rivets  ant  foun¬ 
tains*  which  became  blood,  fsgnlfylngervil 
wars  in  the  papacy,  between  the  year 
i3oo  and  1371,  4r— 7-  The  fourth  On 
she  fun;  which  ftorebed  men,  ftguifyisrg 
wars  through  the  contentions  etf  pope  i 
far  the  papa/  chair*  and  she  defirtfti.6!? 
of  she  Koftern  Empire,  between  the  year 

1378  and  IJ3<?t  9*  The  fifth  on  f*t 

feat  of  the  beitft ,  ftgfeifying  the  eft  obit  to¬ 
rn  erst  of  the  Protejtant  reformation* 
which  was  a  great  Jfach  to  popery*  hetxtftn 
the  year  1531V441J  1650,  to*  11.  The 
fixth  on  the  great  river  Euphrates,  figfi- 
fjintfome  terrible  in  v. ft  on  of  the  p*pes 
doui Ssdou,  front  its  e  aft  cm  borders,  whkh 
ftemi ,  tn  order  of  time,  it  he  yet  to  come, 
ii, — itf-.  And  the  /event b  on  the  ait* 
the  feat  of  Satan's  pcv,cr,  which  /hall 
iftfcc  In  the  iot.il  deft  taCtion  op  ait  ant*-* 
chrifiitin  tutmies,  17,-21,  p,  Ji0* 

Ch  k  p,  VII.- 

Oat  of  ihe  feveu  angels,  wbh.h  had  the  feven 
xlali,  explains  the  meaning  of  the  femur 
vt/iou  of  the  antchriftwn  Waft  that  ta.T 
to  tcigtt  1360  years,  aud  /hen  to  he  deft* oy- 
id,  iiSUm  be  defe  tiles  under  the  figure  of  a 
great  whore  fining  on  many  waters,  and  on 
%  fear  let  Waft,  uttrcdw  parpk  and  fear* 
let  and  other  dczkttw, '  and  bearing  the 

nsm* 


The  CO  HTEKTS, 


MW  */  Bdylon  the  Great,  the 

Mother  of  her l fits  and  ti  firms  jail  On  j  of  the 
forth,  tr  $-  Interprets  thf  myjlery  of  the 
iwiwtan,  and  thf  le^fi  that  had  frvesi  beads 
and  tea  horns,  and  of  tbs  many  Witten  an 
vihicb  /he  fat,  who  is  overtime  by  the 
Latah 9  and  brought  to  condign  puHjjfmcnt 
If  radons  of  the  ten  kings  tkU  had  f upper!- 
id  her,  7,-18*  v  p.  53^ 

Chip,  MIL 

e4 father  am/  from  heaven  proclaims  the 
foil  of  mjfiiciit  3dbyfoa,  tg—  j,  AnJaxfi* 
thfr  vdtet  from  be  even  tdmon:firs  the 
people  of  Got  to  come  oat  of  her,  fcfi  L  pir* 
taking  of  her  fi ns,  they  partake  ntyf  OJ  her 
plagues  4,— 8*  Rsprcftjdf  the  lament a- 

ttOn  of  kings,  merchants  and  mariners  fi¬ 
ver  bee,  9,— 19-  And  calls  upon  tht 
church  to  rejoice  in  God's  taking  rfgbte  ■ 
ow  vengeance  upon  her,  -mho  bad  Jin  fit  the 
Jurats  ;  and  wbefc  utter  and  irrecoverable 
rain  is  fignified  by  the  emblem  ef  a  rml* 
fi om  thrown  with  violence  by  a  mighty  tin- 
get  into  the  ft  a,  29,-74.  p.  339,  340, 

c  k  a  p.  xrx. 

fhe  ehrth  both  in  beaten  and  On  earth  tri¬ 
umph,  and praife  the  Lard  for  hi*  righte¬ 
ous  judgments  upon  the  great  where  ef  Ba¬ 
bylon,  and  for  the  honour  of  their  irtva 
efponfai  to  CbrijL  j, — 8.  An  angel  pro- 
ft  ounces  Iveta  bit  fed,  and  rtfuf-s  the  w*r- 
fit pTobith  John  offered  hi mr  9,  10-  7 ben 
' follows  another  vifion  of  Ghrtfi*  as  go¬ 
ing  forth  pn  a  vrkjfe  berfr  at  the  bend  oj 
his  arm*,  -which  is  a Ifr  mounted  on  white 
H  rfes,  to  make  Ttr.ir  again  ft  the  bead  n/rd 
bis  armies,  which  are  ptterfy  and  t niftra- 
blydififoyed,  ilj— -a*  P*  349* 

C  ha  r.  xx. 

An  xngfl dfeen-ts  from  heaven,  who  ldnd*  and 
fiats  up  Sat* n  in  the  boUomltfs  pit  for 
JOOO  jejrf,  in  the  fourth  period,  during 
which  the  chttttb  reigns  with  Gkrift  in  a 
glorious  Jijtc  on  eortb7  r> — 6*  S  -tan  is 
kofid  again  for  4  little  while  U  deceive 
the  nations  fin  ft  snore,  in  the  fifth  period, 
end,  gather! tig  alt  Hs  fvrr.es  together, 
tiiStJ  his  fail  pfort  fig  tht  fi  tihrifi  and  bit 
church,  vrbtth  ijfacs* in  their  own  final 
$ttd  ir  re  trievabh  0  vert  brow,  o&t  set  t*c  e - 
tero.l  tor  went  of  the  devil,  together  with 
tbe  tea fi  and  the  fa  ft  prophet*  7t — to- 
Hempen  tbrgmer.rf  ju/om  tut  of  tht  great 
if  dtfenbed,  in  which  alt  tbe  dead  art 
gathered  before  Chrsit  on  b  S  ibr&xt,  S*t  the 

yiithfoooJj  the  bpokf  srt  opened,  oadthej 


cre  jtrdgfU  and  all ,  that  are  net  found 
written  ?n  tbe  hod  tf  lift  are  cafi  into  tbe 
l  dc  Of  fire  and  hrtwfimt  to  be  Ifirtaeatti 
fir  tier,  it, p-338,  3J#. 

r 

Chap*  XXJV 

In  conrtf*tnce  of  tht  firul judgment,  the  hUf- 
fed  flat e\pf  the  chore h -trrump haxt  is  repre¬ 
sented  ingencraL  tender  tbe  figures  of  a  new 
heaven  and  new  earth y  and  If  thtnrvs  Jt- 
ruj^ltw,  in  tbe  fevc^th  period,  where  God 
dwells  bam  fits  all  forrovo  from  bis  people  ¥ 
and  mtief  tb?*H  completely  happy,  in  vtpo* 

fitiat  to  the  doleful  fiate  of  At  wfckttft  s, 
—3-  A*d  it  mare  portion  drip  deferihed  in 
stt  be. evenly  original,  fofirt  and  glory,  ft* 
Cstrt  dtf  fUi  and  bright  ornament^  under 
the  figures  of  precious  fionei,  high  m/ft, 

13  g&rdfi  by  (2^^  and  11 

fmn-Ltiw  he/crihtd  with  tht  names  of  11 
upojiitS}  fo  in  btasttifai  ftmt- 

iu*4j  under  tht  figure  of  an  exceeds  sag 
hr%e  city  ftor  fru^re,  otsi  Confifiing  of  the 
rtthtfi  and  fiaefi  materials,  2h  1st 
coafit  inmate  felicity >  at  irr  addicted  with 
tbe  immedsate  defence  of  God  and  tbe  Lawb+ 
CAC-pfiv*  of  til  tbe  comforts  ef  that  world, 
wAr  i  «re  figured  out  ly  the  tight  ef  the  fm 
mt  maon,  22,  2jt  Andix  ibt  frttaCcejt 
of  vafi  ttyvltuodet,  t tf  all  pullout  astd  de- 

grftf  thmtgh  the  epcstgtffj  ef  this  city* 

the  glory  bf  which  will  f  wallow  op  aft  earth* 
ly  bommt  Oftd  the  iabaHtauu  of  which 
w  fierfedly  holy,  2 p.  l«. 

t  Cun.  XXir. 

7  he  dcfcripi&n  of  the  he*vcnly  fate  «  carried 
or  undt  r  the  figure  t  of  the  water  and  tree 
of  fifrf  an  l  of  tbe  the  throne  of  God  nod 
the  famh,  t  ,~-$4  And,  for  a  cotfichfion  of 
tbe  while,  the  truth  end  certain  accomplsjb* 
meut  of  all  thufe  prophetic  vifious  are  CW|* 
firmed,  by  1 v«y  tf  diAogoe  httweenshe  con* 
d-dhng  angclf  Ck  rift  htmfelf  ami  the  ago* 
file  John,  who  vi^s  forbidden  to  worfi  p 
tbs  ftngeC  irdtn d  not  to  feat  the  pro- 
pryctis  of  this  bo^k,  which  were  fiontobt* 
gts  to  or  fttijiWid  i  t  tk  t  t  order,  arid  tire  Jo 
frered  tii  tf-t  A<  added  ifiy.or  diminified 
upon  p.yn  of  etthfien  f*Orn  ait  tht  bis  fit  Mg  I 
proms  fed  iK  -arbfh  fi.iU  hi  Conferred 

<  ft  the  rigkitouu  utf  i  dtnitd  te  the  wicked, 
whin  (fir if  f  fi#!/  come  {  as  he 1  faid  be  quitk- 
ly  vottidj  with  a  rewatd  to  evyry  ope,  nf* 
Cfird  ng  1$  h:i  w^rts,  €f — rl  6-  To  w hfth 
the  Jp  trip  lend  the  krlde  fay.  Come;  nut 
John  ad  1±  his  w»vrc,  sad  clefts  all  with  the 
efsa*  i-  toeujdf.tai,  t  p*  3^0^ 
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A  PRAC. 


A  PRACTICAL 


EXPOSITION 

O  F  T  H  E 

General  Epiftle  of  the  Apoftle  James. 

In  the  form  of  a  Paraphrase, 


The  Preface  to  the  General  Epiftle  of  James. 

THIS  epiftle  is  commonly  funpofed  to  have  been  wrote  by  that 
apoftle  James*  who  was  the  fon  of  Alphcus*  and  filled  James 
the  let's y  and  the  brother  of  our  Lord*  {See  the  notes  on  Mat, 
x.  y  and  i  Ccr .  xv-  7.)  And  it  is  called  general  epiftle*  probably* 
because  it  was  wrote,  not  to  any  particular  perfon,  or  church*  but  to 
prdfeffmg  ChrijV.ans  at  large,  though  not  cxchifive  of  the  unbelievers » 
of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Ifraei*  wheicfcever  they  were  dirptuVd  through 
federal  countries,  as  appears  from  chap,  v,  1—6,  nml  fomc  other 
places-,  And  therefore  she  inferipthn  is  nor  to  Chriftians  under  any 
difiingciftiing  chara&er  of  them  ;  but  only  to  the  twelve  tribes  in 
gjuer.ii;  nor  is  live  jahttat  ion  In  the  ufuaf  flraiu  of  grace  and peacef 
or  the  like,  but  only  of  greeting ;  nor  is  any  benediction  added  at  the 
dole. 

The  divine  authority  of  this  epiftle  is  ftifticiemly  eflnbliftied  in  Dr 
IV hit  by  $  preface  to  iu  "idle  time  of  Its  being  wrote  is  thought  to  have 
been  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  6c,  when  the  defiruclion  of  Jerujh * 
bm  was  approaching,  in  the  year  72;  and  its  chief  deftgn  was  to  re- 
monfirate  ag:*inftrhc  corruption  of  manners*  which  had  fpread  among 
that  people;  many  of  which  framed  to  be  greatly  nddiiied  to  pride* 
contention,  and  worldly- mindednefe,  and  had  perverted  the  gofpet- 
doetrine  o(  jujlification  alone  by  faith  in  Chrijl ,  which  feme  of  them 
had  turned  into  iLcenciotifnefs  m  practice,  if  not  alfo  in  principle*  di¬ 
rectly  contrary  to  its  holy  nature  and  defign,  and  utterly  inconfiftent 
with  a  faving  interett  in  its  biefiings,  as  aifo  to  remind  them  of  the 
deflation  that  wzs  coming  upon  them,  and  to  comfort  the  faithful 
among  them  under  all  the  fufferings  which  they  fit  prefent  did,  or 
in  a  little  time  might,  undergo  from  Jewifh  infidels  for  the  fake  of 
thrift,  but  which  would  foon  have  an  end. 

The  Apoftle*  after  the  inferi  prion  and  falutation,  encourages  true 
believers  to  bear  their  trials  with  drear  fulncft  and  patience ;  to  main* 
Vol,  VI.  t  A  tain 
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tain  good  thoughts  of  God,  and  charge  themfelves  with  all  (info!  ef- 
feils  of  their  temptations ;  to  beep  a  watch  over  their  turbulent  paf- 
fitnts ;  and  to  receive  the  word  of  God  with  meeknefs,  and  put  it 
Into  pradice,  chap.  1.  Cautions  them  againft  ihewing  a  partial  and 
undue  refpe€t‘  to  the  richj  and  treating  the  poor  with  contempt  and 
negle&  under  feigned  expreflions  of  pity  towards  them  ;  takes  occa* 
lion  from  thence  to  illuftrate  that  part  of  his  defigti,  which  related  to 
the  tnfigoificancy  of  all  ptofefltoos  of  faith  in  Chirift  for  juftification  , 
without  fome  proof  of  its  Gnccrity  by  fruitfulnefs  In  good  works,  which 
ho  confirms  oy  the  evidences  that  Abraham  and  Sabab  gave  of  the 
truth  and  prevalent  power  of  their  faith  in'  ads'  of  holy  obedience, 
chap.  ii.  Proceeds  to  guard  them  againft  reviling,  cenforious-  and 

imperious  language ;  flic  wing  what  mifebief  is  done  by  an  unruly 
tongue,  and  how  inconfiflcnt  an  indulgence  of  it  is  with  the  Cbriflian 
temper  and  profeflion,  and  with  heavenly  wifdom,  chap.  iii.  R«- 
*  proves  them  for  their  litigious,  proud,  worldly  and  euvious  fpirir, 
which  marred  and  defeated  tbeir  prayers,  and  was  contrary  to  God 
anddiis  law;  and  for  their  difregard  to  Provideuce,  in  purfuing  their* 
fccular  aftairs,  chap.  iv.  Denounces  the  judgements  of  God  againft 
.tbole  of  the  unbelieving  Jn «,  as  loon  to  come  upon  tliem,  who 
heaped  up  riches  to  themfelves  by  unrighteous  gains.  And  then, 
turning  again  ,  to  the  Cfiriftian  converts,  he  exhorts  them  to  wait 
with  patience  for  deliverance  from  the  worft  of  their  enemies,  who 
ihould  fairby  approaching  calamities,  and  for  the'  better  blelBngs  of 
i$e  world  to  cSroe,  without  envying  thole.  that  were  in  more  affluent 
'  cireumftances  of  this  life,  than  themfelves ;  and  efpeciallv  to  avoid 
ralh  and  common*  fwearing}  to  behave  with  a  fuitahfo  Chriftian  Spirit 
in  profperity  and  adverfity;  to  acknowledge  their  faults  to,  and  offer 
fnch  praybrs  for,  one  another,  as  God  will  hear,  and  anfwer;  and  to 
do -what  in  them  lay,  for  the  con  ver  lion  of  thofe  that  had  lived  in 
erroneous  and  linful  courfes,  contrary  to  the  truth  and  hoUnds  of  the 
gofpel,  chap.  r. 
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CHAP.  I. 


The  Apeftte  prefaces  hh  epifile  with  a  general  falutaiioH  of  the  Jew* 
in  their  difptrfton ,  i  <  Addrejfes  ktmfelf \  firft  of  aflf  to  the  Chrb 
fliau  converts  among  them%  directing  them  how  to  make  a  due  im« 
provement  of  their  troubles >  how  to  apply  to  God  under  theta  ^  and 
how  to  behave  in  prefperout  and  adverfe  circumji ances^  2 — 12* 
Warns  them,  not  to  impute  to  God  any  temptations  to  Jin  j  hut  tp 
look  upon  all  evil  as  proceeding  from  themfelves%  and  all  good  from 
6W,  13 — 18.  Infers  the  duties  of  watching  againfl  a  rajh  and 
furious  temper^  and  of  receiving  the  word  of  God  with  meeknefs * 
and  living  according  to  it?  19 — 15  And  /hews  the  difference  be * 
tween  vain  pretences }  and  real  religion^  261  27. 

s 

r 

Text..  Paraphrase. 


JA  un  a 

fervant  of 
God,  AXtd  of 
the  Lord  Jcfiis 
ChriJt*  to  the 
twelve  tribe* 
which  arc  feat¬ 
ured.  abroad, 
«  rvetingf 


2  My  bre- 

tlireiij  comu  't 
k'I  joy  when  yc 
fUl  into  divers 

Temptation*  ; 


/i.  TAMES,  who  is,  and  counts  it  a  high  honour 
1  to  far  a  mumh'iiig  lervant  of  the  God  of  Ifrael% 
and  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  God,  and 
the  only  Mediator  between  God  and  man,  *  fends  thiA 
epiftle  by  divine  authority,  to  ail  and  every  one  of  the 
twelve  tribes  of  lfrael{  Acts  xxvi,  7,)  efpecially  the  pro- 
feiTors  of  Chriiliainty  among  them,  into  whofe  funds 
it  may  come,  in  what  nation  foever  they  be  difperfed, 
whether  by  former  captivities,  or.  by  later  fe verities  5 
and  he  heartily  wifhes  them  all  manner  of  blcding?* 
relating  to  this  world,  and  that  which  is  to  come. 

2*  A&tothofcof  you,  my  dear  brethren,  who  are  fo,  not 
ojdy  after  the  fldh,  but  in  a  fpiritual  relation,  and  who, 
for  your  proftluon  of  faith  in  Clin  11,  fuffer  many  trou-*' 
bles  of  various  kinds,  which  you  do  not  make  to  your- 
felves  by  your  own  guilt  and  folly,  but  are  caft  into  ■ 
by  the  unrighteous  violence  of  wicked  men,  under  the 
infinitely  wife  permiflion  and  fovereign  difpofats  of  the 
ho?y  God,  who  graciuufly  orders  and  over-rules  them 
by  his  Providence,  and  fan£U/ics  them  by  bis  Spirit,  for 
the  trial  and  improvement  of  your  faith,  (tvr,  3.  and 
t-  Pet  i.  7  )  Be  not  ye  difeou raged  at  them  ;  but  ra* 
tber  efteem  it  your  honour,  and  matter  of  the  greateft 
fpi ritual  rejoicing,  that  ye  are  counted  worthy  to  ftffcr  : 
ftsame^  and  other  hardfhtps for  his  name\  (Ads  v.  31.) 
and  fo  to  bear  a  noble  teftimony  to  him,  for  his  Glory, 
and  the  advantage  of  your  own,  as  well  as  others  fouls. 

A  2  3.  At 


NOTH. 

*  A  ScrtAnt  vf  God,  an-l  of  the  Lord  Go  t  tvnt  fif  the  Lor*  J^fns  Chrifi,  a* 
Jifttf  Gbrifl  {  ©**  5  Jue*  X*i<-h  fin  article  follows  the 

may  be  tntttil&ccd  a  Jtrvxnt  of  (See  the  note  on  77  *\  i>.  1  3-) 


4 

3  Knowi  ng 

thht  tli  at  the 
trying  of  your 
faith  wot  ke  til 
patience* 


4  But  let  pa* 
tience  have 
htr  perfect 
MtirlL  th;t-t  yc 
maybe  -  perfect 
andintir«,ffaa^ 
ting  nothing* 


5  If  any  of 
yon  luck  w]  fd  o  m, 
let  him  ;Hk  of 
Go<l,ihalgWrtli 
fo  all  t riCtt  Ji* 
berafiy  axd  «p- 
braideth  not ; 
and  it  JhaU  be 


given 


Tie  Epiftle  of  J  A  m  s  s  peraphrafei.  Ch.  u 

3*  As  being  lully  perfuaded  In  your  own  minds, 
upon  the  foot  of  divine  revelation*  and  having  an  ex¬ 
perience  iu  yourfelvea,  that  they  are  defigned  of  God  for 
the  trying,  proving*  an  d  rendering  approved,  •  the  truth 
and  efficacy  of  your  faith  in  Chrift,  and  conftan'ejr  in 
the  profctlion  of  it*  as  what  will  ftand  ttie  ted*  and  that 
every  fnch  trial  of  your  faith  has  a  powerful  influence, 
through  the  concurring  operation  of  the  fpirit,  (i  Ptt * 
iv<  14)  to  produce  and  improve  a  calm  fubmiflioii,  and 
per  fevering  rfcfignarion  to  the  fovereign  will,  and  holy 
Providence  of  God  in  the  moft  afflitUve  difpenfations, 
which  in  a  fpecial  manner  miriifter  occaEons,  and  call 
for,  and  inure  the  foul  unto  the  exercife  of  patience, 
without  murmuring  at  his  hand  in  them,  or  being  en¬ 
raged  againit  the  instruments  of  them. 

4.  Bur,  as  ever  yc  would  reap  this  happy  fruit  of  your 
trials,  let  patience  cuke  its  own  proper  comic,  without 
check  or  di  Hurt  »a  nee  from  your  fin ful  pafiions  ;  and  give 

;  full  fcope  ro  its  genuine  elerctfes,  as-  confiding  of  a 
meek*  and  humble,  compofed,  refigned,  and  cheerful 
frame  of  (pint ;  and  that  not  only  in  the  firft  onfets  of 
one  and  another  trouble,  but  with  perfcvcrancc,  under 
every  variety  and  continuance  of  them,  all  your  days; 
to  the  end  that  (fra)  ye  may  be  complete  Chriftians, 
(fee  the  note  on  t  Cor,  ih  tt.).  and  arrive  at  the  greateft 
eminence  in  this  together  with  every  other  grace;  and 
and  fo  may  not  be  deficient  in  any  thing  that  belongs 
the-Chriflian  Rate  and  character,  or  that  is  necrifiryto 
yoar  holding  on,  and  holding  out  to  the  end,  and  fi- 
nifhifig  your  enurfe  wtth  joy,  which  fhall  iflue  in  a  per¬ 
fect  freedom  from  all  En  and  farrow, and  in  the  com* 
plete  hoiinefs  and  happiners  of  the  heavenly  ftatc* 

5,  In  order  to  the  attaining  of  this,  if  any  of  you,  a- 
midft  all  jour  ftraits  and  difficulties,  (urnrai)  isdeftitute 
of  fpiritua!  wifdom,  (as  the  beft  of  us  all,  more  or  lefs, 
certainly  are)  to  direct  him  in  every  cafe,  and  particu¬ 
larly  how  to  judge  of  hts  afflictions,  how  to  behave  in  a 
becoming  manner  under  them,  and  how  to  make  a  fuit- 
abie  ufe  and  improvement  of  them,  as  may  he  moft  for 
the  d  ivine  glory,  and  his  own  foul's  advantage ;  let 
fucli  an  one, under  a  humbling  ftnfe  of  bis  own  weatnefs 
and  folly,  and  of  the  infufficitncy  of  any  creature  what- 

foever, 

T  E, 

and  patience  Experience* 
which  fis^ifies  the  EjFVif?  of  the  trying  ; 
aiifl  fo  that,  which  tries  our  faith, 
works  patience  in  its  Fruits  and  effects  ; 
eh'L  the  patience  that  is  tried  and  pro¬ 
ved,  works  the  liapplrft  experience  ) 
fee  the  paraphrase  vn  H&m.  v*  4 +  } 


NO 

The  Word  (^oxifivor)  here  rendered 
the  tiytthg  of  your  Faith*  fignffics  thjit 
/*f  jpbtcb  our  faith  \s  tr^cd,  ;ui<!  proved 
hnto  ipprobatmUj  as 'pit  re  and  genuine, 
in  mil  oft  on  to  the  trying  of  mrtajN  by 
* 1  y^d  Is  a  different  vrord  from  that 
which  i,  ufed  In  Jlpw.  v,  4,  where  the 

ap;ilU  fayfy  tribulation  work*  patience 


Ch.  I. 


6  But  Tec  him 

affctn  faith,  uo- 
tiling  va  taring. 
For  he  i\i*i  wa- 
vercth  is  Jikc  a 
wi  Yt  oT  th  e  fra, 
driven  with  the 
wind,  and  tef- 

fed. 


7  For  lee  lint 
that  man  think 
that  he  fhall  re¬ 
ceive  any  thing 
of  the  Lord. 


8  A  double 
minded  man  h 
iinitabte  in  all 

hi*  wayv- 
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foever  to  condoft  him  in  a  right  way,  apply  with  ear¬ 
ned  application  and  prayer*  through  ]efus  Chrift,  to 
the  God  of  all  light  and  grace, for  the  leadings  aiid  guid^ 
ance  of  Ms  word,  providence  and  (pint,  wlw  is^tefier 
to.  give,  than  we  are  to  alk,  needful  bleffings  of  him  ; 
who  bountifuly  dtflributes  them  with  a  free  and  open' 
heart  and  hand  to  all  forts  of  men,  and  particularly  to 
all  that  fincerely  and  in  a  right  manner  aflt  them  of 
him ;  and  who  is  fo  rich  in  mercy*  and  of  fo  great  kind- 
nefs  as  not  to  reproach  humble  fupplicams,  or  twit  them 
with  their  ignorance,  folly  and  un  worthiness,  or  with 
the  many  favours  which  he  has  already  bellowed  upon 
them*  and  they  have  mi  (improved;  nor  will  he  difdaiA 
to  hear  and  anfwer  their  petitions,  how  often  foever 
they  folicit  Kim  for  Hill  farther  fupplies ;  and  he  wilt 
gracioufly  afford  all  feafonahle  count  fel  and  a®  fiance,  r 
that  are  needful  for  fuch  a  praying  Chriflian,  (fee 
Prov.  111,5,6* 

6.  But  it  is  not  his  merely  pouring  out  words,  or  at* 
tering  a  prayer  before  the  Lord,  that  wit!  meet  with  this 
gracious  anfwer,  no*  if  he  would  fucceed  in  ht&  fuir,  it  i$ 
to  be  prtfeiHed  with  a  firm  dependence  on  Chart,  and 
on  the  wifdom,  power,  fairhfulncfs,  and  goodnefs  of 
God  in  him  for  a  performance  of  his  promifes,  without 
any  daggering  at  them  through  unbelief;  (Rem*  iv. 
20t)  For  he  that  gives  way  to  diftrulb,  queflionings 
and  linful  jealouGcs,  whether  God  can,  or  will  perform 
his  gracious  promifes,  is  as  unfleady  and  rcftlds  ia 
principles  ana  praftice,  as  a  wave  of  the  fea,  which 
lb  m  crimes  (Veils  upwards,  and  then  finks  downwards, 
and  is  driven  one  way  and  another,  backwards  and  for* 
wards,  in  a  tumultous  manner  by  a  flormy  wind* 

7^Let  not  therefore  any  man  of  fuch  a  diffident  and 
fluctuating  (pint,  which  dishonours,  in  (lead  of  giving 
glory  to  God,  (latter  himfelf  as  though  hisunftahie  and 
unbelieving  prayer  (hall  be  anfwer ed,  or  that  he  (halt 
receive  the  wifdom,  or  any  good  thing,  which  he  aiba 
of  the  Lord,  in  accompliftiment  of  promifes  tha{  belong 
only  to  true  believers^. 

8,  A  man  of  a  dcubU  heartf  (Pf.  111-  2 .)  that  is  di* 
vided  between  hope  and  dcfpondency,  or  between  God 
and  corrupt  affedhons  to  the  world,  inclining  now  one 
way,  and  then  another,  like  thofe  that  halted  between 
two  opinions  about  CW  and  Baal*,  (1  Kings  rviii.  21} 
or  he,  who  would  fain  ferve  both  God  and  Mammon, 
Matth •  vi,  24*}  is  unfettled  in  religion,  and  coruimiaj* 
ly  hefitating,  fickle  and  perplexed  in  all  his  thoughts, 

A  3  words 
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words  and  aOions  about  it  \  and  fo  brings  nothing  to 
pafc,  nor  can  cxpeft  tofpeed  in  his  prayer 
9  Let  the  bn*-  jj^But,  to  return  to  what  has  betu  faid  about  rejoicing 
thcroflow  de-  jn  trials*  {wr.  1.)  Any  brother  in  Chrift  that  has  a 

that  t* ucxsJt^  fixed  faith  in  him*  and  in  the  power  and  grace  of  God 
cd *  through  him,  may  warrantabiy  plead  and  fafely  rely  on 

every  prcmlfe  of  his  covenant.  Upon  this  confider* 
ation,  let  him  that  is  poor  in  outward  circumftances, 
and  opprelTcd  by  pcrfecutions,  and  is  of  a  lowly  fplrit, 
fuitabie  to  fuch  an  affirmed  condition,  glory  in 

the  thought,  that  he  is  highly  advanced  to  all  the  tpi- 
rirual  riches  of  faith,  as  an  heir  of  the  kingdom  of 
Heaven,  (chap.  ik  J-)  and  to  the  honour  of  thofe  be¬ 
lievers,  to  whom  it  is  given  Qfi  the  behalf  of  Chrift  /$ 


to  But  the 
rich  in  tliat  he 
is  made  Iowj  be- 
ca  life  a  st  be  How* 
pr  of  the  graft 
be  (hall  pafi  a- 
fyay. 


ii  For  the  fun 
5  s  nc  fo&tur  rif- 
«q  with  a  hom¬ 
ing  heat,  but  it 
withereth  the 

graD,  and  the 

Sourer' '  thereof 

falLerh,  and  the 
j;raee  of  the  (a- 
Jhion  of  it  pe¬ 
ri  fhc^h  :  (b  a  Mb 
iball  the  rich 
juan  fade  away 
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fuff er  for  his  fake,  and  upon  whom  the  fpirit  of  glory 
and  of  God  reft eth&  {Phil*  i,  2y,  and  i<  Pet,  iv,  14*) 
10.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  as  to  any  Chriftian- 
brother,  who,amidft  all  his  affluence,  is  brought  to  have 
low  thoughts  of  himfelt,  and  of  all  his  earthly  enjoy¬ 
ments,  as  mean,  precarious  and  peri  thing,  and  to  be 
willing  to  give  them  all  up  for  Chrift  ;  or  who,  having 
had  abundance  of  the  poflefljoDs  of  this  life,  is  now  re¬ 
duced  to  poverty  for  the  fake  of  his  holy  proieflion,  and 
is  of  an  humble  fpirit,  let  him  rejoice  in  the  happy  er* 
change  of  temporal  -wealth  and  profperity  for  the  in¬ 
comparably  better  and  everlafting  riches  of  grace  and 
glory  :  bccaufe,  foppofing  that  he  were  not  to  be  de¬ 
prived  of  his  worldly  enjoyments  while  he  lives,  he 
mult  foon  die  away  from  them  *  and  then  all  his  llouT 
rifting  ftate  in  them  will  peri  ft  with  him,  like  thefad- 
.  ing  flower  of  the  field,  (1/a-  xL  6,  7.) 

u*  For  as  the  fun  in  the  firmament  no  fooncrrife$ 
in  the  full  ftrength  of  its  fcorching  heat,  like  that 
which  beat  upoo  the  head  of  Jonah,  and  was  attended 
with  a  vehement  Eaft  u-htd,  (  Jon.  iv*  8. )  bur  it  im¬ 
mediately  caufes  the  flourifting  graft,  or  verdant  Item 
jo  wither ;  apd  its  beautiful  flower  fickcns,  droops', 
and  dies  5  and  all  the  glory  of  its  lively,  gay,  and  flo* 
rid  appearance  is  (fcflfoyed  :  So  the  man  of  wealth  and 
grandeur,  that  has  no  better  portion  Than  the  fplcndid 
and  plea fmg  enjoyments  of  rfn*  prefonc  life,  ftall  pine 
away  in  his  iniquity,  and  be  cut  off,  by  one  or  another 
Ffqvidc.net,  in  the  midft  of  all  his  febemes  anddefigns 
for  this  world,  and  of  at!  his  profperity  and  honour- 
12,  Happy,  inerprefiibiy  tappy,  is  the  man  who  is 
called,  and  has  vrifdom  and  grace  toenabie  him,  in  a 
Chriftinn  manner,  to  bear  the  greateft  tribulation, 
even  to  the  icf&of  all  things  here  for  Ghrift ;  For  wheti 

'  ■  ■  j  ^ j  -  ■  ■■  *  l  ■  ■  p  ■  ■■  "  ■*  - 

he 
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JbaH  receive  tbe 

ertfra  of  life, 
which  the  Lord 
hath  proin3fed 
to  them  that 

love  bint 

* 


he  has  palled  through  the  trial,  and  h  {ra*^o<)  ap¬ 
proved  of  God,  as  having  endured  it  with  Faith  and 
patience,  humble  fub  million  and  holy  fortitude,  and 
flood  the  proof,  be  ftiall  gome  off  a  conqueror ;  and,  in 
oppofitton  to  the  garland  of  fading  herbs  and  flowers, 
which  vi flora  were  crowned  with  in  the  Grecian 
games,  fliali  receive  the  immortal  and  incorruptible 
crown  of  all  heavenly  life,  bleflednela  and  glory ;  which 
the  Lord  Jefus,  the  great  Judge  of  all,  and  God  the 
Father  on  his  account,  has  freely  promifed,  and  will 
certainly  give  at  the  laft  day,  to  all  thofe,  who,  from 
a  principle  of  faith  in  Chrtft,  fupremeiy  defire,  efteem, 
and  delight  in  him,  and  look  and  long  for  his  appear* 
ing  in  all  his  glory  to  their  complete  falvation,  (1¥/L 
is.  28.)  They  therefore  mav  well  rejoice  ta  all  Tri¬ 
bulations  for  his  fake* 


13  Let  no  nun  1 3,  If  then  any  profeflbr  of  his  name,  indead  ofira- 

1  e»m  Prov*n6  *n  grace  and  hoHnefs,  thould  fall  into  impa- 
temped  ofGod,  tient  murmurings,  diftruli  of  God,  and  apofbey,  or 
far  God  can-  any  other  fin,  by  means  of  the  afflictions  that  befel  him, 

w'tb>ev=in^ic^  and  Sre  defigned,  and  bleiTed,  for  the  good  of 

tber  tewptctli  38  make  a  proper  ufe  of  them,  let  him  not  dare  to' 
biuf  nan  think,  or  fay,  that  when  he  is  thus  tried,  and  it  be* 

comes  an  occafion  of  fin  to  him,  God,  wbofe  provi¬ 
dence  ordered  thofe  trials,  drew  him  into  fin  by  them* 
It  is  flunking  impiety  to  bring  any  fuch  charge  againft 
him  :  For  God  is  fo  infinitely  pure  and  holy  in  his  na¬ 
ture  and  will,  defigns  and  operations,  that  it  is  abfo- 
lutdy  impoffible  for  him  co  be  prevailed  upon  by  any! 
occurrence  from  without,  or  any  morion  within  him  * 
frif,  to  do  the  ieafl  iniquity;  nor  can  he,. confident 
with  his  own  abfolute  perfeftion,  entice  or  perfuade, 
much  leG  inwardly  influence,  and  much  Ids  ftill  ever  % 
necefiitate,  any  one  to  commit  the  ieaft  moral  evil,* 
which  he  utterly  abhors*  {Babak.  i,  13.) 

H  But  every  14,  But  thfe  true  and  proper  caufe  of,  any  man’s  be- 
j^s  mg  induced  hy  outward  afflictions  to  revolt  from  God, 

drawn  away  of  or  againft  him,  lies  not  in  thofe  difpenfariems 

hU  wa  iuft,  of  providence,  but  in  himfetf.  Whenever  they  have 

&ad  tadeed*  fiich  a  malignant  effect  upon  him,  it  U  owing  to 

his  own  corrupt  heart  and  wicked  inclinations,  which 

A  4  vio 

N  O  T  E* 

*  The  cvfl here  f^nlcen  ofis  vndoubt"  as  he  cicb  tUs  fart  ofevil,  on- 

cdlv  m#rtii  ev/7,  nr  the  evil  of  it  ly  rut  account  of  fin*  which  hat  defer- 

it  (fctermioately  explained  in  the  two  ved  it;  we  in  the  moral  view  may  be 
next  verfes.  IJut  the  er*J  of  njjlifthn  ftid  to  he  the  caufe  of  it,  rather  than 
or  fttnifiment  i*  quite  a  different  thing,  Gud  who  delights  in  m<rcjr  find  counts 
with  refpecfc  to  which  God  fays,  1  /mkr  menu  h*s  f  range  weri ;  and  faidpf 

fsacf  aiid  ertate  tv  I ;  ntui there  he  Ifrae trm that  they  had  f&thn  by  tbfir 
evil  in  the  cftjt  awi  the  L*rd has  not  i$ne  And  dejlrojtd  tbemfeivet* 

it  ,J  lis*  ilv.  7.  Ajbo$.  iiL  )  and  yet 
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j  5  Then  when 

Jnft  hath  ton* 
cciveit,  »t  bring- 
cth  forth  iim 
And  liiif  wkn 
it  5s  fLiiiiUvd, 
brinwth  lWtli 
dc&h* 


t6  Do  not  err 

■ 

my  beloved  bre¬ 
thren* 


.  T7Evcryg0fHl 
lift!  und  every 

perfect  gitr,  is 

from  above,  and 
conieth  down 
(rom  th  e  f*'  u- 

thcr  of  IJ"hts, 

with  whom  h 
no  \  a  Viable  iivfgj 

neither  JUadoiy 
pi  turn  in  g. 


violently  drag  him  off  }  from  the  way  of  truth 

and  holincfs,  and  from  a  profeffion  of  Chritt’s  name, 
and  which  beguile  and  delude  him  into  fin 

and  iipoltacy,  under  fomc  fpecious  deceitful  appearances 
of  carnal  er:fc  and  pleaftire,  or  worldly  advantAge  that 
he  purpofes  to  himftjf  by  it,  as  a  fifli  is  caught  and 
drawn  out  of  the  water  by  the  hook,  that  is  covered 
with  a  tempting  bait* 

151?  It  is  then,  and  then  only,  when  the  evil  prn- 
penfion  In  the  ihoughts  of  a  man’s  own  heart,  which 
is  itfclf  fin  in  anhrhy  { Prov *  xxiv.  9.)  has  gained  the 
approbation  and  free  confent  of  the  will,  that  if  -pro¬ 
duces  attual  fin,  as  the  genuine  fruit  of  its  own  de¬ 
praved  inclination  ;  and  actual  fin,  when  it  is  com* 
pitted*  allowed  of,  pa  lifted  in,  and  indulged  with  ini* 
penitence  and  unbelief,  not  only  renders  him  obnoxious 
to,  but  vviil  certainty  ifiW  in  everl^fting  rnifery,  as  its 
proper  fruit  and  wages,  {Rom.  v,  ai-  23.  See  the  note 
there}  which  is  the  fecond  death  j  and  fo  bis  deft  ruction, 
is,  and  will  be  of  himfelfiS  ' 

16*  Take  heed  then,  my  dear  brethren,  **«**&) 
left  any  of  you  run  a  ft  ray  from  the  truth  of  the  gofpel, 
and  wander  into  fuch  abominably  erroneous,  fclafphe- 
mous  and  injurious  conceptions  of  the  holy  and  bit  fled 
God,  or  of  his  ways,  as  to  imagine  that  he  is  or  can  be 
the  author  of  (in,  or  doth  any  thing  to  encourage  or 
promote  it. 

jy.  On  thg  contrary,  he  is  foinfimlely  far  from  this, 
that  every  good  thing  we  enjoy,, relating  to  this  world 
and  that  which  is  to' come  \  every  bounty  of  providence, 
and  intellectual  endowment,  and  every  gift  «f  a  fpirit- 
ual  and  holy  (cind>  which  has  no  mixture  of  fin  in  tf| 
but  tends  to  the  perfecting  of  our  nature  and  happi- 
11  els ;  all,  and  nothing  but,  good  in  the  narural,  moral 
and  fpiritua!  world,  is  originally  and  cfiVtlivdv  from 
Cod,  -xhtfs  throne  is  in  the  heavens  ^  and  irktyc  king, 
dim  miss  over  all ;  { Pf,  ciii.  I  y.)  and  it  descends  from  on 
high,  and  is  comimmicatsd  to  us  from  him,  who  is  himr 
fcli  light,  without  avy  darkneft  at  all-,  (i  John  i.  5.}  and 
)$  the  fountain,  author  and  giver  of  a:’  ierts  of  light* 
niiiona]  and  religious,  as  well  as  corporal,  of  all  the 
light  of  knowledge,.  hcJir.efs  and  heppinefs,  grace  and 
glory  ;  f.t'.d  wlio  is  unchangeably  the  lame  in  himfelf 
and  in  his  w-,|l  and  pui  poft-s,  {Alai.  iii.  6.)  without  the 
■  lcaft  alteration,*  ox  any  mixture  of  fhatle,  by  turning 
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lB  Oflns<nrn 
will  begat  lie  119 
with  the  word 
4»l'  rntth,  that 
wr  ihould  be  4 
kind  of  Grit 
ti-iduofUiacrea- 

lillVS. 


from  mornl  good  to  c vIJ,  In  his  own  nature,  or  in  any 
of  his  thoughts  or  difpetifauons :  we  may  therefore 
be  fure  that  no  unrighteous  evil,  hut  all  good  cornea 
fromhtm. 

1 8,  We*  who  believe,  have  a  moil  eminent  and  in- 
dearing  demonftratioij,  that  the  belt  of  all  bleffings  de¬ 
rive  from  him,  ^as  it  is  not  from  any  wifdom,  or  power* 
worthing  or  merit  in  us,  but  merely  of  bis  own  good 
will,  and  fovereign  pleafure,  according  to  his  abumlant 
mercy}  that  he  has  regenerated  and  begotten  us  to  a 
lively  hope  of  an  cverlafttng  inheritance,  (  John  i,  13. 

1  Pet .  i*  3,  4-)  by  means  of  the  gofpcl,  which  is  his 
true  and  faithful  word,  and  is  rendered  efficacious,  in 
the  band  of  the  Spirit,  for  producing  the  new  birth* 
and  alf  the  hof  inefc  and  bappinefs  that  enfue  upon  it* 
(See  John  xvii*  17*  1  Cor *  iv.  15.  and  1  Pet.  i,  23*) 
And  he  has  done  this  for  us,  that  we,  like  the  fir  ft 
fruits  under  the  law,  might  be  con  Iterated  to  him  as 
bis  peculiar  property,  and  the  moft  excellent  kind  of 
all  his  creatures  ;  and  as  the  pledge  and  carneft  of  his 
gathering  in  a  harvdft  of  fouls  to  himfelf,  from  amongft 
C entiles y  as  well  as  Je iuj,  by  a  new  creation  of  them 
in  Chrifi  Jefus  1 into  good  U'Grk:f  {Eph.  ii«  10.)  in  which 
he  firit  began  with  us,  the  converted  Jews. 

19-  Therefore,  my  dear  Chriftian  brethren,  let  every 
one  of  you,  faitablc  to  bis  character  and  obligations,  as 
a  new  .creature*  be  ready  to  hear,  and  attend  to  what 
God  fays  in  bis  word,  about  himfdf*  and  about  the 
great  and  good  things,  that  he  has  done,  and  pronrifed 
to  do  for  his  people ;  let  not  fuch  an  one  dare  to  lpeak 
reproachfully  of  God,  or  of  his  ways  of  providence  and 
grace ;  nor  he  rath  and  hafly  in  fetting  up  for  a  preach* 
er,  or  in  giving  his  fenfe  of  difficult  texts  of  Scripture 

before  he  has  well  confidercd  them;  and,  us  ever  he 

■ 

would  not  (peak  unadvisedly  with  bis  lips,  let  him  keep 

a 

NOTE* 

£jJ?*  In  its  meriJJtW  height*  and  in  the  any  alteratnn  in  the  mind  or  decree  of 
rrw?  *  Aiul  it  Iff  r  fadrur  9/  titrahtg  God  lumicjr,  bill  only  in  bis  external  me* 

*  n  Tf*rrt  ccrvc-xtaTfLab  teems  to  allude  thods  of  procedure,  when  they  arc  fw^li 
to  d^ariorcs  of  the  fun  from  us  as  men  ufc  to  make  upon  any  change 

in  their  own  purpnfes  :  but  as  God  in* 
falHbly  lore  knew  all  events  from  :tcp- 
pity*  he  always  Invariably  d(rt<ni:lue4 
to  alter  his  various  dif’pc  Motions,  u  he 
knew  the  circutn  tlanccs  ofthin^s  would 
make  it  fit  for  him  fu  to  da.  To  fu^pofe 
the  contrary  would  argue  a  jnoit  uq- 
JitfTcrabk  fiflffobvcrfive  imperCcdioa 
In  the  Almighty,  infinitely  wife  and 
biriTVd  God,  and  in  the  certainty  4 -id 
fc^adincfV  of  his  views  >nd  dcfigiis,  u 
the  ^reat  governor  of  rhe  world,  / 


19  Wherefore 

my  beloved  bre¬ 
thren*  let  every 
itan  be  fwift  to 
lir^r,  ilftW  to 
!pe:ik,  flow  to 
W*r*th* 


between  the  tr$*>hkst  that  csifb  dif- 
f«Titt  But  there  is  no  ti- 

on  Ln  the  nature  or  will  of  God*  vbo  U 
yiwj\s  rite  fame*  a  ml  tv  ho  ft  difpenfati- 
pqi,  hovr  various  toever*  are  all  &cterd~ 
/;.f  tc  ihz  cavrtftJ  cf  kh  W/Z  { 

Kpii,  i*  i  i.  lucre  Is  no  IjicouGIUu- 
ry  in  thii  with  thole  ]i;nT»gcs,  that 
fpcakofhis  rjytntitsg  of  any  good*  or 
«dli  which  lie  by  tm  wordf  or  provi¬ 
dence,  or  both,  feemed  to  have  intend¬ 
ed  tp  perforin  ;  lor  they  relate,  not  \o 


ch.i. 


to 


m*  For  the 

wrath  of  man 
worhethnot  the 
riehteoafnefs  of 
God. 
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a  curb  upon  bis  paflions,  and  take  heed  of  an  angry 
wrathful  temper  in  diluting  for  or  a  gain  ft  points  of 
controverfy  j  or  in  treating  any  perlbn  with  haughty 
contempt  and  feverity,  that  differs  from  him.  * 

20.  For  the  unguarded  heart  and  intemperate  fury 
of  a  man’s  own  paflicnsj  which*  whatever  be  pretend¬ 
ed,  proceed  from  pride,  fdfifhnefs  and  impatience  of 
contradi&ion,  and  not  from  a  regular  and  facred  zeal, 
are  far  from  ferving  God's  righteous  csofe,  which  needs 
no  fuch  un hallowed  methods  to  fupport  it,  ^  and  are  fee 
from  recommending  to  others  his  way  of  righteoufoefs 
by  Jefus  Chrift,  as  revealed  in  the  gofpel  >  (Aw*  b  17*) 
or  the  pra&ice  of  rightcoufnefs,  which  God  enjoins  and 
approves  :  {1  Cor*  xv.  34.  and  PfaL  xi.  7.)  They,  on 
the  contrary,  cloud  and  hurry  a  man's  own  thoughts, 
and  render  him  incapable  of  fpeaking  aright  for  God  $ 
and  at  the  fame  time  prejudice  the  minds  of  others  a- 
gainfl  all  that  he  offers  to  bring  them  over  unto  right*- 
oufncfs. 

2t*  Labour  therefore  to  caft  away,  with  abhorrence, 
all  thofe  corrupt  afic&ions,  which  defile  the  foul,  lay¬ 
ing  to  them.  Get  ye  hcncey  (J/i.  xxx-  22.)  and  all  the 
overflowings  of  malice,  which  areexcef- 

lively  evil,  and  are  like  the  luxuriant  branches  of  a  tree, 
which  fuck  away  the  fap  that  fhould  make  it  fruitful  ^ 
and  having  abandoned  ihefe,  let  it  be  your  great  con¬ 
cern,  that,  with  all  humility,  modefly,  and  fubmif- 
fionof  your  underftandings  and  hearts,  confciences  and 
aHV£lions  to  the  authority  of  God  in  his  word,  ye  may 
cordially  embrace  it  with  faith  and  love,  and  it  may  be 
fet>  like  a  good  and  fruitful  graft,  into  your  very  fouls, 
as  vi rally  united  with  them,  and  turning  all  their  dif- 
po  fit  tons  and  productions  into  its  own  holy  likenefr, 
which  is  completely  fu  flic  lent  to  (hew  you  the  way  of 
falvarion ;  and  when  received  into  the  heart  by  faith* 
and  attended  with  the  power  of  the  fpirir,  is  wonder¬ 
fully  efficacious  to  hourifh  your  immortal  fouls  with 
favmg  virtue,  and  bring  them  into  a  pofleffion  of  all 
heavenly  happinefs,  which  con  fi  ft  a  in  a  deliverance 
from  fin  and  mifery,  and  in  an  enjoyment  of,  and 
conformity  to,  the  bleffied  God  in  all  his  glory  for  ever. 

22.  But 

NOTE* 

*  Thepifff  dintfions  contained  in  the  anil  v^ihtior  ftf  the  paf- 


2)  Wherefore 
lay  apart  all 
filth  in  eft,  and 
fuptriluity  of 
aau^htinefs  and 

receive  with 
medtnefitbeiii- 
grafted  word, 
which  U  able 
tft  favc  your 
finilt. 


diis  \evfe  may  very  well  he  eonfidered  itv 
vtrai  rvlr*  of  conduct  in  the  ('rdinary 
court*  of  our  liirei  and  cniwcrfatioD, 
that  we  (lionld  be  more  fwlft  to  hear 
than  to  fpeak*  and  footild  keep  a  guard 
Upon  our  paflions  'Cut  ai  this  verfir  is 
an  inftrcntt  front  the  fftregoing  dif* 
fuurft  j  and  ;w  the  good  and  bad  ulc  of 


fioiM,  arc  iiRndkd  itiAmctly  and  at  targ< 
in  iVt,  I  rather  think  chat  the  a- 
poibJc  intended  all  thefc  exhortations 
in  feme  foch  peculiar  reference  to 
what  he  had  jutt  brihre  hero  fpeaking 
of,  as  is  Tup ^cltc d  in  the  parapliralc* 
{  Yid.  Zttxcb,  in  loc.J 
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But  b*  7* 
4oeri  of 
word.  *juJ  not 
hearer*  only, 
tlcceiving  jow 
•urn  fclvoi. 


23  Furifany 

be  a  hearer  of 
■the  wnffl,  and 
iiotadosrfbc  ii 
like  afliD  a  man 
btholdhi^  hit 
natural  lattic  ft 

n 

glftf*  i 


22,  But  that  it  may  have  this  happy  effe£k  upon  you, 
fee  that  its  influence  be  fo  powerful  in  your  hearts,  aa 
to  engage  you  to  put  its  excellent  and  holy  principles 
into  praQicc  in  your  lives  \  and  that  ye  content  not 
you  riel m  with  barely  giving  it  the  hearing,  and  af* 
fenting  to  it,  to  All  your  heads  with  notions  of  the 
gofpel,  as  if  this  were  all  that  is  neceflsfy  to  fal  ration; 
which  would  be  to  delude  your  own  fouls  by  fallacious 
reafomngs,  t*vrvt)  and  putting  the  worft 

of  ail  cheats  upon  you  riel ves,  in  matters  of  the  higheft 
and  evcrlafting  confcqucnce. 

23*  For  let  people's  pretences  be  what  they  will,  if 
any  one  be  only  a  hearer  of  the  word  of  God,  and 
don't  receive  it  with  faith  and  love,  fo  as  to  regulate 
his  dealings  with  GodU -l&d  converfadon  in  the  world, 
according  to  it,  he  is  JTIfli  a  man%  who,  britfg 

ordinarily  lef$  curious  Mian  women  about  cleanltnds 
and  drefs,  curforily  looks  at  the  image  of  his  own  h d- 
man  face  in  a  mirrour  or  looking^glafs  ;  and  when  he 
goes  away  thinks  no  more  of  it,  nor  rakes  any  care  to 
wipe  off  the  fpots  of  dirt  upon  it.  Juft  fo  it  is  with  the 
careiefs  and  unprofitable  hearer  \  when  he  comes  to  at* 
tend  on  the  preaching  of  the  word* of  God,  which  may 
fitly  be  compared  to  a  looking-glafs,  as  it  pianly  difeo- 
vers  what  a  man  is  in  himfelf,  according  to  the  law,  and 
what  he  may  hope  to  he  in  Chrift  according  to  the  go f- 
pel,  (2  Cor*  iii  1 8-}  he  has  fopK  notions  and  convi£Hons 
of  his  own  guilt,  depravity  and  danger,  and  of  his  need 
of  a  Saviour,  and  of  a  thorough  change  in  heart  and 
life ;  but  proceeds  no  further  j 

24*  For,  having  taken  only  a  flight  and  tranfient  view 
of  himfelf,  without  any  deep  and  abiding  impreffions 
upon  hi&  heart,  be  goes  away,  like  the  man  who  be¬ 
held  his  natural  face  in  a  glafs  j  and  through  the  cares, 
or  riches,  or  pleafures  of  this  life,  (Luke  vim  14*}  im¬ 
mediately  lays  a  fide  all  thoughts  or  concern  about  what 
he  faw  of  his  own  fin  and  mifery,  and  want  of  pardon¬ 
ing  and  renewing  grace,  while  he  fat  under  the  word} 
and  fo  gots  on  in  impenitence  and  unbelief,  and  in  a. 
finful  courfe  of  life,  juft  as  before, 

25+  But  (>  it  rap*Mi*e)  he  who,  in  oppofition  to  a 
(light  and  tranfieut  view,  (wr.  23,  24-)  accurately  and 
intently  looks  into  the  glafs  of  the  gofpel* revelation, 
#  which  is  a  complete  do&rinc  of  fptrivual  liberty  to 

true 

x  t>  T 

*  By  the  ftrfrG  4 \f  tfh 'rty  forms 

to  he  meant doctrine  of  the 
which  was  fpoken  of  in  the  preceding 
context*  aud  in  a  in*  Confe  of  the  word 


24  For  lie 
brbolcletli  3nrn- 
felf  and  goeth 
Jih  war,  and 
ftralghtwiiyfor- 
getteth  What 
jin  aimer  of  map 


2;  Bot  wW° 
lookech  i»t«the 
perfect  law  of 
liberty. and  con: 
tiuucth  therein^ 


Ss  here  ft* led  ,t  I nr,  as  in  Rem*  iit,  %7- 

I  lee  the  there*  1  for  the  jVT law. 


in  every  view  oflt,  tealwjy*  roprefent- 
ed  In  tk  New  Teftament,  as  a  lxv>  of 
ftrizt*t£eh  in  oppofition  to  the  gaJjpcl, 
and  never  a$  j.  forw  0/ liberty  *[  YiiL  far* 
ic  1«*.  i 
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he  being  not  a 
fiu-gfttfnT  liear- 
qrf  but  a  doer  *>f 
ihc  wprfc  thi* 
man  IhaM  be 
bleded  in  bis 
deed. 


26  If  any 


man  among  you 
feem  to  be  reii- 


tongne>  but  de¬ 
ceive  th  Iris  own 


heart,  tbit  iwov 
religion  /V  vain. 


27  Pore  reli¬ 
gion,  and  unde*' » 
Sled  before  Hod 

and  t  be  Father, 

is  this,  xj* .  vifit 

the  Vathcrkfs 

and  widow*  in 
■ 

their  affliction, 
and  voteepbim- 
felf  onf  potted 

from  fher  world. 


true  believers  for  their  deliverance  from  thecCrcmoniaI 
yoke  of  bondage*  and  the  feraJc  fpirit  of  the  MoJaic 
difpentation,  and  from  the  guilt  and  power  of  fin*  the 
curie  of  the  lav, the  wrath  of  God*  and  eternal  mifery, 
and  for  their  ferving  him  with  holy  freedom  and  de¬ 
light  }  and  he  who  continued  in  the  faith  and  prafticc 
of  the  things  contained  therein,  aifd  fo  is  not  carelefc 
and  unmindful  of  what  he  heard,  or  of  what  he  faw 
himfelf  tq  be  in  that  glafs,  but  lives  in  the  exercifc  of 
every  grace*  and  in  the  dife barge  of  every  duty  an* 
fwcrable  to  it ;  this  man  is  happy  indeed*  though  not 
for*yet  in  his  work  of  fajih  and  labour  of  love,and  in  the 
very  keeping  of  God’s  commands  j  ( Pf  lix.  11-)  and 
as  his  fruit  is  unto  botim/Sy  the  end /bait  be  rvtrlafting 
life,  (Rom,  *1 WS-) 

26 .  Upoixjggwhole  then,  if  any  one  among  you  pre¬ 
tends  to  be  a  worilripper  of  God,  (vrw  or  makes 
a  great  (how  of  religion, and  talks  abundantly  of  it,  that 
be  may  pafs  for  a  pious  man  \  and  yet,  at  the  Came 
rime,  do  not  refrain  and  govern  his  tongue*  as  a  fu¬ 
rious  headftrong  horfe  is  checked  and  curbed  by  the 
bridle;  but  gives  himfelf  leave  to  life  profane  and  a - 
buGve  language,  or  to  rail  again  ft,  revile,  oeufureand 
reproach  his  brother*  flattering  himfelf  with  a  vain 
conceit,  as  though  a  zeal  for  God  would  jollify  all  the 
injurious  and  bitter  words,  which  in  reality  proceed 
from  the  pride  and  paffion  of  his  own  deceived  beart ; 
all  this  man’s  religion,  whatever  he  or  others  may 
think  of  it*  is  an  empty  i  n  fig  ni  Scant  thing,  (ver,  20,) 
which  will  never  do  him  any  good*  as  one  that  is  blef* 
fed  in  hja  deed*  ( ver ,  25,) 

27.  In  op  politico  to  all  thefe  falfe  and  hypocritical 
appearances*  the  religion  of  the  gofpcl*  that  is  truly 
Gnccre  and  uncorrupted,  without  mixture  of  human 
inventions*  or  of  carnal  principles*  motives  and  ends 
to  defile  it,  and  is  exercifed,  as  in  the  fight  arid  pre- 
fence  of  God*  even  the  Father*  according  to  his  will 
andword,  with  a  defire  of  pleating  him  rather  than 
men  ;  the  religion  that  is  approved  and  accepted  of  God 
in  Chrift*  is  this*  it  difpofes  and  engages  the  Chrlfran 
to  be  tender*  kind  and  compaifionate  to  the  needy  and 
di  ft  relied  *efpfciatly  of  the  houfhold  of  faith,  {GaLvv  10) 
in  doing  what  he  can  for  their  relief  and  comfort,  whh 
all  the  condefcenGon  and  friendship  that  are  manifefted 
in  readily  vifiring<and  a  (lifting  poor  fatherlefs  children, 
and  deftitute  widows, who,  of  all  others*  need  a  helping 
band ;  and  by  its  powerful  influence  upon  him,  he  is 
enabled  to  behave  in  fuch  a  circumfpeft  and  holy  man¬ 
ner, 
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ner,  as  to  keep  clear  of  the  pollutions  of  this  evil  and 
enfnaring  world,  that  he  may  not  defile  hlmfdf,  or 
bring  a  Hur  upon  his  confcience,  hopes,  or  character, 
by  the  htjt  <f  the  fejby  the  tujl  of  the  eyetj  or}bt  pride 
tftife.  (1  John  it,  1 5.)  '  '  •  ' 

-  T 

R  EC  O  LL  ECTIONS. 

Blefied  be  God !  who  takes  care  oF  his  fcatterM  ones*  wherefoew  they  are* 
Though  their  tribulations  for  Us  name’s  fake  may  be  great,  yet  they  may  re¬ 
joice  in  them*  as  over-ruled  and  fimftifird  for  he  trial  and  improvement  of  their 
fifth  and  patience*  and  the  perfecting  of  bis  good  work  in  them*  who  (hall  re¬ 
ceive  the  crown  of  life,  which  he  has  promifod  to  thofc  that  b^e  Mm-  What 
is  all  this  w<Hd,  which  fades  and  perilhes  like  the  flower  of  the  field  by 
the  lenre Vmg  heat  of  the  fun,  compared  with  tbe  exalted  and  immortal  bk  flings 
that  belong  to  the  humble  ChriJUan  of  tbe  loweft  degree  i  But,  O  jvbat  fpiri- 
tual  wifijom  do  the  children  of  God  need  to  enable  them  to  behave,  as  becomes 
them  under  tlieir  various  trials  1  And  what  folid  grounds  have  they  to  aft;  it  in 
faith!  the  Father  of  Lights  will  give  it  to  them;  and  not  upbraid*  bqf  libe¬ 
rally  fnpply  perfons  of  all  chara&m  tnd  conditions  with  fucb  good  things  as 
they  pray  for  in  foitb;  while  others  defeat  their  own  prayers,  by  diftru  fling  his 
power,  faithfolnefs  and  grace*  and  by  fluctuating  in  religion  like  a  wave  of 
the  fea*  Rut  if  any  are  drawtrinio  fiu  and  apoftacy,  by  means  of  the  temptati¬ 
ons  they  meet  with,  how  monftroufty  impious  and  (hocking  is  it  to  father  tbeir 
fin  upon  God,  as  though  he  were  the  caufe  of  it !  All  good  and  no  moral  evil 
comes  from  him,  who  dwells  on  high ;  and  who,  in  the  mere  fovereign  pkAfure 
of  his  own  gracious1  will,  forms  his  people  for  himfclf  by  his  regenerating  fpirit, 
and  the  infirnmentality  of  his  word,  that  they  may  be  an  excellent  kind  of  crea¬ 
tures  to  (hew  forth  his  praife;  and  foch  is  the  abfclute  nncban;?e3l>lenefs  of  Ms 
bo!y  nature  ami  wriij  that  he.  can  neither  be  induced  to  do  any  iniquity  himfclf, 
nor  to  abet  or  encourage  it  in  others.  But  whofcever  commits  fin,  it  is  all  ow- 
ing  to  the  corrupt  inclinations  of  his  own  heart,  which,  having  once  gamed  the 
free  content  of  the  will,  produces  aftual  fin ;  and  this,  perfifted  in,  brings  forth 
its  proper  wages,  in  death  and  ruin ;  and  fo  he  deftroys  himfelf.—  How  watch¬ 
ful  thoulcT  we  be  again!!;  pride  and  paffian,  hard  thoughts  of  Gcxl,  and  an  af- 
fiimicc  temper,  that  is  more  ready  to  fpeak,  than  to  hear!  And  with  what 
hmjii)iLy,revercncran<ifubmifli<Mi  to  the  authority  ofGod  in  his  wqrd,fliould  we 
receive  it,  that,  by  the  concurrence  of  his  fpirit,  it  may  become  an  engrafted 
word  to  the  f  iring  of  our  fouls  ;  and  that  we  may  not  only  be  hearers,  but 
hearty  believers  and  confoter.tious  obfervers  and  doers  of  all  feat  it  fays  to  us  ! 
without  praftical  godiipeC*,  all  a  man**  thoughts  about  bis  own  ft  ate  and  condi¬ 
tion  that  have  at  any  time  been  prefented  to  his  view  in  the  glafs  of  God's 
word,  are  fuon  forgotten,  and  leave  him  juft  where  they  found  him,  icn- 
penirent,  itnbdicrirtg  end  uniformed*  But  he  who  has  a  clear  and  transforming 

in  light,  bydivme  illumination,  into  the  go!  pel,  which  is  a  per  fs  Q.  fyftem  of  the 
coblcft  liberty  to. true  believers*  is  fuch  a  hearer  of  the  word,  asisMefied  in 
hiff  ~way  and  work,  and  ihali  be  fo  at  the  end  of  them.  O  how  ihrioufiy  con¬ 
cerned  fhould  wt  be,  not  to  deceive  our  own  fouls  in  an  affair  of  fuch  vaft  and 
eternal  cnnfttjueiicc  !  If  we  are  under  the  dominion  ofafrvrrtly  cenferiona 
and  unruly  fpirit  and  tongcie,  whatever  one  pretences  to  rofigfon  be,  we  may 
depend  upon  it,  that  they  are  all  hypocritical,  empty  and  vain,  Rut  if  we 
fiave  that  faith,  whicb  works  by  love  and  compaffion  to  the  poor,  the  deftitute 
widow  and  fat  beliefs,  and  which  purifies  the.  heart,  and  fortifies  us  Againft  the 
temptations  of  the  world*  this  Is  fincere  and  ujicvrruplcd  religion  inGod*3 
account*  and  be  wilt  own  it. 
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The  ApoJUe  goes  on  to  Jtevr  that  all  notions  and  prfeffsons  of faith  are 
vain,  if  not  productive  of  impartial  love  and  ju/tice  to  others,  the 
poor  as  well  as  the  rich ,  l—ij.  And flfwgly  argues  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  things,  ( illuf  rated  byfruitlefs  pretences  of  pity  to  the  poor, 
and  by  a  body  without  a  foul)  and  from  the  in/lances  ef  Abraham 
and  Rah  ah,  the  necejjity  of  good  works  to  prove  the  fincerity  of faith , 
•which  other  wife  is  dead,  and  will  be  of  no  more  advantage  than 

the  faith  of  devils,  14— -26. 


TB  X  T. 


PiKiPHU  SB. 


Mr*r. 

have  not  the 
frith  of  our 

Lord  Jeffl* 

Chrilb  the  Lard 
of  glory,  with 
refpetf  of  per- 

iojLS. 


1  Poriftherv 
come  unto  jour 
aflimbly  &  man 
with  a  geld  ring 
in  goodly  ap- 


I ,  H  A  T  yoor  religion,  my  profefllng  Chriflian 

I  brethrennmay  prove  tote  of  that  kind,  which 
-■*  is  pure  cmdunoefileds  (chap,  t»  27.)  take  heed 
of  eotertainiDg  mere  notions  of  faith  in  our  Lord  Jcfu* 
Chrift,  who  is  in  himfdf  a  glorioofly  divine  perform 
and  the  purchafer  and  giver  of  heavenly  glory  ;  and  is 
to  be  embraced  as  glorified*  after  his  (ufferings  and 
death*  by  a  lively  faith  in  him  ;  and  beware  of  taking 
up  with  fuch  empty  profdlions  of  his  glorious  name* 
and  prefumpEuous  dependencies  on  him  for  eternal  life, 

as  leave  you  under  the  power  of  a  partial,  unjuft,  and 
carnal  acceptation  of  persons,  not  accord* 

ing  to  their  religious  characters,  and  the  merits  of  their 
caufe,  hut  according  to  their  higher  or  lower  circum* 
fiances  in  this  life* 

2-  For  if,  at  any  time,  there  come  into  your  fvna* 
goguej  or  place  of  aflembling,  as  for  religious  wortnipy 
fo  for  judging  and  determining  ecciefiaOicai  and  civil 
caufcs,  (fee the  note  on  ver>  i*)  one  man  that  makes  a 

N  O  T  E, 


■  Wish  rejpefi  of  as  iris  not  to  as  for  religions  worildpt  and  tbeo  Ivtf 
be  understood  as  dePgned  to  difccraiue-  goes  on  (  tvr.  3—9.  }  tn  fpeok  of  ffff.vrp' 
nance  paying  fiw/  rejjptff  in  a  decent  if  the  fwtflQ4iv  in  allnfion  t/*the  cuHaiu' 
manner  to  perfons  of  fu  peri  or  rankand  of  placing  [ier(i>nj  of  lower  rank  there 
ftatioa,  which  would  be  to  contradict  in  their  judicatories;  and  fpcafcs  of 
the  a  pottle  PanTy  order  (  xiii*  7*  J  judge?  and  ju-igirmait- feats  and  oi’  per* 
to  rtrtder  btitpur  tc  vthom  honour  is  dut\  fins  arcing  partially*  as  tr^fg^djfyrj 
by  Yirme  of  fbeir  ciril  diarn^cr  ;  if  the  which  frems  to  refer  tu  the 

it  rather  relates  to  partial  rcfbeAebc-  law  vhtvt  impartial  judgement,  without 
ing  live  wo  in  civUand  eerie  Jiaflitaf pr*-^  rtfnccl  to  the  rich  or  poor,  Lev-  xix*  rjt 
ctfding/f  merely  OR  account  of  one  per-  and  Dent  i.  *  7.  f  fee  Dr*  HimtmmtPt  ao<t 
fin's  beinpj  richer  and  drier  drafted  than  Wbttb/s  note  here,  f  and  fo  this  is  ii» 
another  s  tar  in  the  next  verfi  the  a-  way  iocoullftent  with  that  becoming 
pnftle  fptaka  of  one  and  the  other's  corn-  deference  to  perfonv  of  fuprnor  matt 
ing  into  the  njfrnrbj jr  or  fjnngogue^  and  character,  which  mir  bleifcd  Lord 
fir  w  which  was  ukd  for  recommends  in  common  converfatioft 

civUandeccieftaftfcaljuJicacur*  ajwtil  and  behaviour*  Luke,  xiy, 


Cb.  u. 


pirvl  anl  there 
come  in  alto  a 

poof  man,  ill 
TUtnirntnt; 


3  And  ye  have 
ixfpect  to  him 

tiiat  weareth 
the  gay  cloth¬ 
ing,  and  fit}  un- 
ttv  nim,  (it  thou 
hero  iu  a  good 
place  j  and  lay 
to  the  poor, 
(land  thou  there 
or  fit  hereon- 
der  my  foot- 

Itool ; 

4  Are  ye  net 
then  partial  in 
yoarfcKes,  and 
are  becomejud- 
gei  of  evil 
thousUu? 


5  Hearken i 
my  beloiYd  bre* 
thrrn,  bath  not 
God  chofcn  the 
poor  of  this 
world,  rich  in 
faith,  and  heirs 
of  the  kingdom 
which  he  oath 

■  prondfed  to 
them  that  Jove 

him  i 


6  But  ye  have 

drfpifed  the 
po*#r*  bo  not 
rich  men  op- 
preJb  you  and 
draw  you  before 
the  judfmeat- 
frttiT 


The  EpijtU  Jam 


s  parapbr&fti* 


figure,  and  is  decked  with  rich  and  fplendid  ornaments, 
fuch  as  a  gold  ring  on  his  finger,  and  fumptuous  rai¬ 
ment  $  and  another  comes  into  the  fame  affembly  or 
court,  that  is  in  mean  circumftances,  and  mates  a 
defpicable  appearance  in  a  coarfe  or  ragged  drefs ; 

3.  And  if,  in  this  cafe,  ye  Chew  abundance  of  re- 
fpeft  and  deference  to  him  that  glitters  in  fine  and 
gaudy  doathsj  and,  for  that  reafou  only,  take  great 
care  to  ingratiate  yonrfelves  with  him,  and  to  decide  e- 
very  thing  in  bis  favour,  and  in  token  thereof  invite 
him  to  tne  molt  honourable  feat,  faying,  Fray,  fir. 


pleafe  to  take  your  place  here  |  and  at  the  fame  rime 
treat  the  man  of  low  circumftances  with  Scorn,  and 
with  &  contempt  of  him  and  his  caufe,  faying,  Stand 
you  at  a  diftance  ;  or,  if  you  would  lit,  it  mu(t  be  at  no 
better  place  than  my  foodiool : 

4,  Is  not  this  fcandalous  difference,  which  ye  make 
between  the  rich  and  the  poor,  a  plain  evidence  of  an 
unjuftifiable  partiality  in  your  temper  and  conduct  to¬ 
wards  one  rather  than  the  other  ?  And  do  you  not  in 
reality,  pifs  fuch  a  judgement  about  them  {Severally*  as 
proceeds"  from  carnal,  wrong,  and  biafied  ways  of 
thinking  concerning  them,  only  according  to  outward 
appearance  ? 

5.  To  guard  you  again  ft,  and  cure  you  of  this  evil,/ 
pray*  my  dear  brethren,  whom  I  truft  God  loves,  con< 
fider  how  contrary  this  opinion  and  proceeding  of  yours, 
is  to  his  thoughts  and  ways  in  things  that  relate  to  re-  . 
Jigion  and  falvarion  \  has  not  the  great  and  blefied  God,  ) 
in  the  exceeding  riches  of  bis  grace,  from  ail  eternity 
chofen  ( Eph ,  i.  4*}  moftly  per fons  of  lower  circum-  ; 
fiances  among  mankind  to  faith  and  holineis  here,  and  , 
to  compleat  fiuvation  hereafter?  (a  Thtjf*  ih  13* )  And  ' 
has  he  not  (hewn,  in  the  difpenJations  of  his  fovercign  1 
mercy,  that  he  has  peculiarly  made  choice  of  fuch  to 
be  partakers  of  much  more  excellent  riches,  through 
faith  in  his  Son,  and  through  lively  cxercifes  of  it,  than  * 
can  be  found  in  this  world  *,  and  to  be  entitled  to,  and  i 
brought  to  the  pofleflion  of  an  inheritance  of  all  the 
bleflings  of  that  kingdom  of  grace  here,  and  of  glory 
hereafter,  which  he  has  made  over,  in  the  prom  He*  of  1 
the  new  covenant,  to  thofe  that  defire,  efteem,  and  j 
delight  in  him  above  all  creature- enjoy  menu? 

6*  But  while  ye*  on  the  contrary,  have  treated  your 
poor  Chriftiaa  brethren  with  ntgle£t  and  difregard,  ye 
have  difhoiumredand  poured  contempt  upon  thofe  whom 
God  loves,  and  has  put  the  highett  honour  upon,  and 
paid  your  chief  refpeQs  to  fuch  as  he  dtfpifts,  and  aa 


l" 


7  Do  not  they 
Uarplis™  that 
worthy  mime* 
by  the  which  ye 
Ore  called  ? 

8  If  v*  ful- 

•B1 

fil  thej  rnyal 

Uvf  accnvdiTijr 

to  the  f^r ipt  lire 
thou  lore 

thy  neighbour 
u  thyfeU'*  ye  do 
well : 


9  Ent  if  ye 
have  j'efpect  to 
peHoiu,  ye  cam* 
nit  (in.  and  are 
convinced  of 

tfceUwauranf- 

greHhit. 


The  EpijlU  of  J  A  ht  s  s  pardphrafei.  Ch.  it* 

ye  have  no  caufe  to  carefs,  For  what  fort  of  treatment 
do  ye  meet  with  from  them  ?  Is  it  not  the  cuftom  of 
the  great  and  rich  men  of  this  world  to  deal  very  irvju- 
rinufly  by  you  ?  Do  not  the  generality  of  them,  through 
pride  and  mfolence,  and  enmity  to  Chrifl  and  his  ways, 
ict  themfdves  againit  you,  and  v^f)  exer- 

eife  a  cruel  tyranny  over  you  for  his  fake;  and  drag 
you  into  courts  of  judicature' to  fit  in  judgement  upon 
you,  and  to  condemn,  fine  and  imprifon  you,  and  put 
fume  of  your  fellow  Chriftians  to  death,  on  account  of 
their  profcfliofi  of  the  gofpeh 

7.  Do  they  not  belch  out  the  moil  horrid  reproaches 
and  blafphemies  upon  that  glorious  name  on-  which  ye 
call,  and  by  which  ye  are  denominated  Chriftmns ,  and 
diftinguifhed  as  related  to  Chrifl  i  Is  it  pot  thus  with 
the  great  men  among  both  jfevit  and  Gentiles  ? 

8*  If,  inftcad  of  paying  extravagant  honours  to  men  - 
of  rank  and  condition  in  the  world,  becaufe  of  their 
:  riches,  and  defpifing  the  poor,  becaufe  of  their  poverty, 
ye  were  impartially  to  attend  to,  and  fulfil  all  the  daties 
of  the  great  law  of  love;  which  may  be  called  the  ray- 
al  Arm,  as  it  is  a  mo  ft  excellent  law,  formerly  enabled 
by  the  king  of  Ifrael  under  the  Old  Teftament-difpen- 
fatiorr;  {Lev*  xix  18.)  and  as  Chrifl,  the  King  of  the 
New  Teflament-chureh,  hns  eftablilhcd,  recommended 
and  enforced  k  upon  all  his  difciples  by  new  ami  evan¬ 
gelical  motives;  {MotiK*  xxiu  39*  ard  John  xiii*  34- 
35*}  the  purport  of  which  is,  you  fhall  treat  all  your 
fdiow* creatures,  arid  efpecially  your  religions  brethren, 
with  as  much  benevolence,  juftlce  and  mercy,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  Various  circumfiances,  as  you  would  think 
right  and  rcafonahic,  and  would  expert  in  like  cafea  10 
be  treated  yourfelf.  ff,  I  lay,  ye  thus  behave  towards 
.  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  mankind,  and  particularly  of 
your  brethren  in  the  Lord,  from  a  principle  of  love, 
and  in  obedience  to  the  command  of  Chrift,  your  Lord 
and 'King,  yc  a£l  an  honourable  part  {***^3  becoming 
your  Chriflian*chara&erv 

9- But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  ye  make._parml  di- 
ftin£Hons  in  fhewing  favourable- regards  to  the  rich,  ra¬ 
ther  than  the  poor,  merely  on  account  of  their  differ¬ 
ent  worldly  circumlhnces,  ye  therein  work  iniquity  ; 
(*^afrwir  and  are  conviftcd,  reproved  and 

condemned,  as  tranfgreflors  of  that  comprehenfire  and 
mofl  excellent  law  of  love,  (ver*  8*}  which  includes 
the  particular  law,  that  exprefly  fays,  Ye  J&att.  do  no 
mi  right  eoufnefs  in  judgement  ;  theu  jhstlt  not  refpcR 

the  perfm  tf  the  nor  honour  the  perfsn  of  the 

ntigh  ty  ; 


Ch,  ii. 


Tht  Spifitt  bf  J  A  li  E  s  pdrdphrfijtd. 


to  For  W'Jjop- 
fncvcr  lhallkcep 

the  tobtue  bw, 
mid  )ct  oireml 
in  nne  ptixt, 
he  ii  gtiiJij1  vf 

uM* 


1 1  For  he 

th.it  faid,  Do 
hnt:  commit 
tiuLive)' ;  laid  al¬ 
to*  Do  nut  Jtill* 

N^v  ii'  thou 
coirumt  no  a* 
riulicryj  yet  if 
tnou  kill,  thou 

art  become  a 

tranfgrelTor  bf 

tilt  law; 


1 2  So  f[u*ak 
yr,  a  ad  fo  do, 
as  thej  that 
iiitiU  he  j  tidied 

Ly  the  law  of 
liberty. 


For  he 
Jh&ll  have  judge' 
ment  without 
jiiL'i  cy,tbarbai;li 
i) tewed  do  mer¬ 
ry  ;  and  mercy 
rojnic^tbitglin^ 
judgement. 


mighty:  But  in  righteoufnefs  Jbatf  then  judge  thy 
neighbour*  (Lev*  xix.  15*} 

1  ©<  For  admitting,  for  argument's  fake,  that  any  one 
were  exactly  to  keep  all  the  reft  of  the  precept*  of 
God’s  Law  \  the  fuin  of  which  is  love  ;  yet  if  he  vio¬ 
lates  it  only  in  one  (ingle  infhncc,  he,  by  juft  eon- 
ftruclion,  is  guilty  of  a' breach,  though  not  of  the  whole 
cf  the  law,  yet  of  the  whole  /avi3  and  by  its  fentence 
is  condemned  as  fuch  ;  ( G'aL  iib  10.)  hecaufehe  as  real¬ 
ly  (ins  again  ft  the  authority  of  the  lawgiver  by  one  aft 
of  difobcdience  to  any  of  its  precepts,  as  if  he  had 
broke  them  all  \  and  lo  God  is  as  tru!y^  though  hot  as 
inuch9  offended  by  one  tranfgreflion,  as  a  mail  is  hurt 
by  the  injury,  that  is  done  to  only  one  member  of  his 
body  \  and  the  whole  fyltem  of  the  law  is  broke.  th£TCr 
by,  as  a  chain  is  by  breaking  only  one  of  its  links. 

ill  For  the  fame  God,  who  is  laid  in  the  moral  law, * 
Thu  jLilt  not  commit  adultery^  has  alfo  faid,  thou 
Jhah  not  unjuflly  kitty  or  murder  any  One  whatfoever ; 
both  which  are  contrary  to  bis  law  cf  love*  Now,  if 
you  are  not  guilty  of  adultery,  or  of  any  uncleannefs, 
in  thought,  word,  or  deed ;  yet  if  you  arc  guilty  of 
murder  in  actually  committing  it,  or  even  in  doing,  or 
defigning,  or  ddiring  to  do,  what  has  a  tendency  to 
any  unlawful  way  of  d^ftroyingthe  life  of  a  fellow-crea¬ 
ture,  you  break  in  upon  the  whole  of  that  divine  au¬ 
thority,  Which  cna£tcd  the  law  that  equally  forbids 
both  ;  .  And  the  fame  holds  true  with  refpect  to  ail  its 
other  precepts, 

12,  Let  therefore  the  whole  of  your  behaviour  in  dif- 
pofition,  word  and  deed  toward  fcllow-creatures,  as 
wdl  as  Toward  God,  be  fuch  as  is  becoming  and  right 
for  thole  to  be  found  in  the  practice  of,  that  live  un¬ 
der  the  Gofpel  difpctifation,  and  that  judge  of  their 
brethren,  and  (hall  be  dealt  with  in  the  great  day,  by 
and  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  Gofpel,  which  is  a 
doffrinc  according  to  godlincfsy  (t  Thru  vL  3.)  and 
both  obliges  to,  and,  upon  principle  of  faith  and  love, 
lets  a  man's  foul  at  liberty  for  an  impartial  and  umver- 
fal  obedience  ro  all  God's  commands,  with  a  noble 
freedom  and  delight,  far  furpaJling  all  that  could  be 
obtained  by  the  Mbfaic  difpenfation,  from  which  it  baa 
alfo  fa  him  free-  {iiec  the  note  on  chap*  1,  25.) 

13.  For  he,  whale  faith  doth  not  work  by  love,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  grace  and  obligation  of  the  Gofpe),  fo 
as  to  (hew  companion  to  his  poor  brethren,  (hall  pafs 
under  a  fevere  (entente  of  condemnation  and  wrath,  to 
be  executed  upon  him  in  the  day  of  judgement,  with- 

Yoju  VL  t  B  ou: 


Ch.  il 


if  Tht  Epifile  ef  J  a  m  e  e  f&raphrafed* 


*4  What  d&th 

it  profit  my  fare* 
ibreni  though  a 

mania)’  He  hath 
faithj  and  have 
put  thHu<  Can 
fuck  favekim? 


I1!  If  a  bro¬ 
ther  or  filter  be 
naked,  and  dc~ 
itiuiu  of  doily 
food  ;■ 


T6  AticT  one 
ftf  you  fay  unto 
their**  depart  in 
peace,  be  yon 
-warmed,  and  fii* 
Jed  ;  no  twit  li- 

llainHl^ye^vc 

them*  not  thofe 
things  iriiith 
are  needful  t° 
the  body;  *hflt 
doth  it  profit  f 


out  any  mixture  of  that  mercy,  whichis  held  forth  in 
the  doctrine  of  Chrift  :  And,  on  the  contrary*  he  who* 

as  the  fruit  of  his  faith,  exercifes  tender  nefs  and  loving- 

kindneis,  toward  them,  (hall  rejoice  in  bis  deliverance 
from  condemnation  and  wrath,  and  again  It  fears  of 
being  cart  in  judgement  * :  and  divine  mercy*  accord* 
ing  to  the  gofpti,  lhall  triumph  in  his  favour,  and 
giory  over  ftrict  juftice  according  to  the  law,  in  the  fi¬ 
nal  day  of  account,  agreeable  to  our  Lord's  own  repre* 
fen  tut  ion  of  it.  {Matth*  xxy.  34—46.} 

14,  Of  what  advantage  then,  my  brethren,  can  it 
be  to  any  man,  if,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  talks  and 
boafts  of  his  believing  in  ChrifE,  and  expecting  fixa¬ 
tion  by  him,  he  ba$  no  good  works  fp ringing  from 
bis  faith,  to  prove  the  fincerity  of  it  ?  Can  Inch  a  fort 
of  notional  faith,  and  his  profcfliorr  of  it,  that  has  no 
prevailing  influence  upon  him  to  hoi  i  nefs  and  obedi¬ 
ence,  be  effectual  unto  his  falvation  i  No  certainly  ; 
It  is  not,  in  reality,  what  it  pretends  to  be,  as  may  be 
illuffrated  in  the  following  manner. 

15-  Suppofe  any  Chriflian  brother  or  lifter  were  all 
in  rags,  and  had  not  cloaths  fufficlent  to  cover  tbeir 
naked  nefs,  and  keep  them  warm;  and  at  tbe  Came 
time  were  ready  to  perjlh  with  hunger,  through  want 
of  needfary  food  for  the  prefent  day's  fubfiftcuce. 

(™r  tf*p tpv  }, 

j6.  And  if,  in  foch  deplorable  arcumftances,  any  of 
you  were  to  fay  to  them*  with  an  air  of  pity  and  con* 
cern,  poor  tfiflrelTed  creature  !  Your  cafe  is  very  mifer- 
abic  indeed ;  1  wifli  you  well, and  (hould  be  glad  to  hear 
of  (bine  good  Providence's  appearing  for  your  relief ; 
go  your  way  with  a  fatisfied  mind,  in  hope  that  Cod 
will  provide  neceffary  raiment  to  cover  you,  and  food 
convenient  for  you  :  But,  though  it  be  in  the  power 
of  your  hands,  ye  ncverthelefs  give  them  no  manner 
of  sifTi fiance  that  is  neceflary  for  them  *  What  fignify 
alt  thefe  fine  words  and  profeffions  of  good  willies? 
They  are  all  mockery,  in  (lead  of  cordial  affection  ;  and 

can  be  of  no  avail  eiiher  £0  them,  or  to  your  own 
fouls. 


17  Evfcn  fo 

faith,  if  it  Hath 
sot  works  is 
dejd,  being 
alone-* 


17.  Juft  fo  the  cafe  Hands  with  refpeft  to  Faith  f  in 
God's  accoonr,  whofe  judgement  is  according  to  truth, 
if  it  don't  produce  f  pi  ritual  and  holy  fruits  of  righte- 
eufhcfs  to  his  glory,  and  the  good  of  others,  it  is  a 

mere 


NOTE. 

*  Mercy  may  Here  fignlfy  tbe  tntrcjful,  the  mercy  af  God,  which  fhall  be  extend- 
the  abttritct  being  put  for  the  concrete*  cd  ro  the  merciful  man*  mfteari  of  Hi* 
tu  the  G&r t/twiji # rtfamethnet  1$  fi>r  the  being  dealt  wlrh,  in  a  way  o£  juftttev 
tire jimd fed ;  or  elfc  it  uiay  relate  ui  according  to  1*3$  dc  forts. 


Ch.it. 


a" 


t8  Yea,  a 
man  may  fay, 
thou  haft  faith, 
andthavcwbvks 

flirw  tne  thy 
faith  without 
thy  works,  and 
1  will  flicw  thee 

my  faith  by  my 
works* 


Thou  be 

turvcfl;  that 

there  on* 

God;  thon  dolt 
welL  The  de- 
tils  d(u  bciiove 
aud  tremble. 


mere  Hfelefs  notion,  that  has  nothing  vital  or  operative 
m  it,  as  being  inti  rely  deftitute  of  every  genuine  ef~ 
feci,  and  proper  evidence  of  its  fincerity ;  and  It  can 
never  be  profitable  to  eternal  life,  how  highly  foevera* 
fiy  may  boaft  of  it,  and  rely  upon  it. 

Yea;  a  true  believer  may  fairly  eipoftijlate  wi|h* 
and  confound  fucH  a  vaunting  hypocrite,  by  arguing 
with  Him  in  tbe  following  manner:  You  talk  mightily 
of  your  faith  without  giving  any  proof  of  its  fiacerityi 
and  I,  on  the  contrary,  inftead  of  taking  up  with  high 
fwellihg  words  and  profefltonsof  faith,  have  evangelic 
Cal  works  of  love  and  obedience  to  bear  witneCs  that  my 
faith  has  its  proper  influence  upon  me*  Now,  if  your 
faith  is  of  the  right  fort,  (hew  it  to  be  fo  by  your  prao 
tice  anfwcmhle  to  it,  which  I  challenge  you  to  do  ;  and 
I,  in  like  manner,  will  give  the  fame  proof  of  ffiirie, 
even  beyond  all  that  you  can  produce  of  that  kind  f. 
Or  elfe  demonftrare  to  me,  that  your  faith  is  good  and 
effe&ual,  if  you  can,  (which  is  indeed  impofiibje) 
without  any  fuitable  works  to  fupport  your  confident 
boaftings  of  it ;  and  I  will  take  a  better  eourfe  foe 
making  it  plain  to  you,  that  my  faith  is  vital  and  effi¬ 
cacious,  by  its  producing  works  of  holinefs  in  my  life ; 
and  fo,  in  ajuftandfcriptural  way  of  reasoning,  I  wilt 
fubftantially  prove  the  caufe  by  its  effects,  as  the  na¬ 
ture  of  a  tree  is  known  by  its  fruits*  (Matth*  vii* 
16— ^ — 20*) 

19.  If  you  infift  that  you  have  true  faith  in  a  fun¬ 
damental  do&rine  of  all  real  religion,  becaufe  you  be¬ 
lieve  that  there  is  a  God,  in  oppofition  toatheifts;  and* 
that  there  is  but  one  only  living  and  true  God,  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  heathen  idolaters;  thus  far  ic  mull  be  owned 
that  you  are  in  the  right,  and  bear  an  honourable  tefit- 
Iriony  to  the  Deity.  ( *****  *■««)  But  if  you  reft  in  a 
bare  a  flint  to  this  important  pciut,  it  will  be  of  no  a- 
vail  to  your  Salvation  :  for  the  very  demons  fhemftlvcs, 
thofe  wicked  fpirits  that  are  configned  over  to  ever- 
Jailing  deftru£tion,  believe  this  as  well  as  you ;  not 

B  2  one 

K  o  T  E, 


+  The  paraphrafe  on  this  verfe  t^kes 
in  both  tbe  fanrvinni  and  textual  read- 
3H£in  our  tra  ntUtinii,  Accordifijr  to 
the  nrsrftinzl  reading  by  tby  laorktr  which 
is  fupported  by  fevers)  good  copies 
{  Yid*  W//.  in  Joe  )  it  ui*y  he  cnnfidcr- 
.  ed  w ‘the  true  btlicvrr'a  challenge  of 
tbc  hoaltrag  pro tc (for  to  produce  that 
eTidcnte,  which  hitherto  had  not  ap¬ 
peared!  &ad  engaging  to  join  illuts 


with  him  on  that  font.  But  according 

tv  the  ttxtnitl  reading  thy  \r9rbsr 

which  Teems  snoilagredbleto  thcimure 
of  the  ar^TiTncnt,  ;t  may  he  uruf*ritoo<j 
as  j  foggeiHun  of  the  jmpofllbility  0f 

proving  rhe  truth  of  frith  without 
good  works,  as  Its  frniaw;  and  of  the 
sdvnni.t£c  that  Ue  has,  in  point  of  evi¬ 
dence,  who  t&ii  dcmouifcratc  the  cattle 
by  its  effects* 


ch.  a. 


so  Thf  E fifth  «f  Jambs  pantpbrafed. 


20  Bat  wilt 

thou  know,  O 
vairi  nss*n  that 
foith  without 
works  is  dead  ? 


2T  Was  not 
Abraham  our 
father  juftifted 
by  works,  when 
lie  offered  Jfoac 
his  Ton  upon  the 

altar? 


one  of  them  all  can  deny  it ;  and  they  tremble  at  the 
thought  of  his  power  and  juflice,  which,  perhaps,  is 
more  than  you  do  :  But  if  you  have  no  better  faith  than 
th  is*  you  have  rcafon  to  be  afraid,  and  mult  one  day 
tremble  before  his  terrible  Majefty,  as  much  as  rhey. 

2c»  But,  O  fooIHh.empty  profeflorof  religion,  («im) 
you  who  take  up  with  fuch  a  bare  pcrfuafion,  as  has  no 
practical  influence  upon  your  life  and  converfation,  and 
yet  flatter  yourfclf  that  all  is  fafe  and  well,  will  you  not 
confider*  nor  lay  to  heart,  that#  whatever  your  preten¬ 
ces  and  profdDous  be,  a  mere  do&rina]  faith#  without 
feme  corrcfponderu  works,  as  its  product,  to  prove 
that  *tis  of  the  right  kind,  is,  as  has  been  obferved, 
{vtr*  17.)  a  dead  wortblcfs  name  and  form,  which  has 
no  life  or  activity  in  it;  nor  can  be  effectual  to  any 
favlng  advantage;  Let  me  iJIuftrate  this  in  an  ex¬ 
ample  or  two, 

21.  Was  not  Jbrahatii,  the  father  of  the  faithful, 
from  whom  we  Jews  are  defc ended,  and  in  whom  the 
carnal  Ifr acUtes  amoagft  us  boaft,  as  though  their  re¬ 
lation  to  him  would  fecure  their  happinds  ?  Was  not 
he  himfeif  proved  to  be  a  ftnccre  believer,  *  and  fo  his 

faith 


,  n  a 

*  It  U  evident  tome,  that  jtfbrahatrf t 

Iteifig  jufiijUd  hj  wpr&fconld  not  relate 

tn  the  juftificatfon  of  his  perffn  before 
Gad :  becaufc  m  that  frnfc  he  vajjufti* 
fied  long  before  upon  his  ilrft  believing, 
cvcti  before  he  was  circnrncifcd,  flaw, 
iv,  jot  li.tinrcnnld  It  relate  to  what 
fomc  call  the  fte&ftlary  jollification ;  for 
this,  artnrdinv  to  thc*n,  depended  tip- 
.an  bis  finsJij  preforving  in  guod  works, 
whereas  the  works  here  fpocififcd  were 
performed  feversd  yf^rs  before  his 
death.  Nor  ran  the  ether  inllaucc  of 

JCm'W’*  being  jnAificd  by  works  f  ver* 
0^,  )  relate  ro  her  own  perfwd  fitjl'jh 
Gj>tf4rtj  With  regard  lo  h crfplrittiUfiHe: 
lor  there  is  not  the  lca.it  appearance, 
that  this  fiiith  of  her's  was  for  jr/JUfe^ 
tfan  1$  Hermit  lif?\  or  that  it  had  any 
reference  tf>  Cbr:ftT  ortntkc  /yyw,  p;&- 
av  pot?' ft- s  of  him,  who  wm  a* 
rijrift  to  Ik  believed  ill  for  a  fpiritual 
and  ercrnal  iblvation  :  and  h«r  works 
were  only  the  fruit  of  thnt  foitli  which 
foe  had  relating  to  temporal  folvatfon, 
and  fo  proved  that  foe  really  <fid  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  Lor  i  ■ Iwl give#  Jfr&el  the 
In  which  he  dwell,  and  that  be  is 

GW  in  Ht'sveit  above  am! its  earth  be Utv  ; 

and  this  faith  operated  fo  ftrongly  in 
hor,  as  to  pat  her  u*,on  making  terms 


T  E> 

for  her  own  a:qd  family's  fafety  from 
the  definition*  th^t  was  coming  upon 
Jericbft  ( foe  Jofi.  ii*  8  — *1  I  and  the 
author  to  the  Hebrews  takes  no  notice 
of  her  jnfiifcutieuj  bat  only  fays,  with 
i  reference  to  the  deft  ruction  of  tWe 
city,  h*  frith  the  harfot  Kahlb  ptrrfieJ 
not  Vfttb  them  that  b^fieve^  i/fff,  IF  hen  fir 

h*tA  reeeiite^  the  Spies  with  peace*  {Meb, 
xi.  $1.  fee  the  note  there*  )  bnt  thei*e 
was  noticing  of  frith  in  all 

this ;  no,  nor  In  that  other  inftunce* 
which  onr  apoftle  alledged  (  ver+  19.  ) 
of  him  that  believes  there  is 
which  the  *t*vih  a!f»  Mirve  end  tret** 
hie.  I'hefo  obfervatiom  foem  to  lead 
us  to  an  easier  foliation,  than  1  have 
met  with,  of  the  difficulties  that  have 
heen  raifed  about  reconciling  this  and 
the  following  T«rfes»  which  fpake  of  « 

f/Mtf*/  be f tig  jnjiipetl  by  war iv*  nfcJ  bf 
faith  tfrt/y,  with  the  apoftie  Pau{T%  dor- 
trine  of  jtijnjktftj&it  thne  hyf»ithwith~ 
eut  11 t4rks,  which  he  fo  much  iufifted 
ni>,  Rem.  iih  28,  aud  iv*  1  — 6*  and  GaL 
ii.  (fo  and  in  fereral  other  places;  for 
U  appears  by  the  Infoances  which  the 
a  polite  Jjrfiet  here  argues  ii]xtnr  that, 
except  In  the  cafo  of  A^raham^  it  is  »*»t, 
fo  nmch  iit  lea  ft*  about  iuftificatina  by 
Chj^l^chraagh  faith  in  hiu;,nsaboat  tlie 

jaftilicatiom. 


Ch.  a. 


M 


8ccH tliou 
how  frith 
wrought  with 
his  works*  and 
by  works  was 
frith  made  per* 
fret ; 

23  And  the 
feriptut  vai 
full!  1  led,  which 
frith,  Abraham 
bclitVcd  God, 
and  it  was  im¬ 
puted  onto  him 
for  righteoiifr 
□els  :  and  he 
wns  called  the 
friend  Oi  God, 


T 

Tte  ^  J  A  M  E  $  pardphr&fed* 

faith  juflifietl,  or  <temo  rift  rated  to  be  e(Fe£kua1,  by  his 
eminent  works  of  obedience*  when,  at  GodY  com* 
mind*  he  fully  determined,  and  actually  attempted, 
as  far  as  God  permitted  him,  to  offer  up  Ifaac *  his  be* 
loved  and  ooly  fon  of  the  promife*  upon  the  altar, 
which  he  had  prepared  for  that  purpofe?  {Gen.  xxiu 
l - 12*) 

22.  Don't  you  hereby  plainly  fee,  how  effectually  his 
faith  operated  m  producing  thefe  remarkahly  eminent 
works  of  un refer ved  fubjection  and  obedience  to  God ; 
and  how,  by  performing  thofe  works,  his  faith  was 
mani felled  to  be  a  completely  true  and  right  faith,  that 
had  no  defe£t  in  any  thing  efFemially  belonging  to  it  ? 

23.  And  as. this  was  an  undeniable  proof  of  the  re¬ 
ality  and  power  of  his  faith,  chat  paflage  of  Scripture 
was  hereby  evidently  /hewn  to  be  fulfilled,  (fee  the 
Dote  on  ver.  21*}  which  fpake  of  him  long  before,  fay¬ 
ing,  (Gen.  iv,  6,)  Abraham  believed  in  the  Lord  ;  and 
he  counted  it  to  him  for  righteoufnefs 5  that  is,  He  be¬ 
lieved  in  rhe  promife  of  God,  that  the  Meffiah  (hould 
be  one  of  his  feed;  and  that  he  believed  concerning  him, 
and  in  him,  for  it  was  gracioufly  accepted,  and  placed 
to  his  account,  for  rightconfnefo  to  eternal  life*  (See* 
the  note  on  Horn .  iv*  3.)  And  upon  the  proof  he  gave 
of  the  truth  of  this  faith  in  offering  up  his  Son,  from 
whom  the  promt  fed  Meffiah  was  to  come,  as  believing 
that  God  was  able  ttrratfc  him  up  even  from  the  deadf 
{Heh,  xi.  rp.)  The  Lord  fpobe  with  high  approbation 
of  this  fignal  evidence  of  his  faith,  faying,  after  the  man¬ 
ner  of  men,  Now  I  know  that  thouftareft  God ;  fee - 
ing  thou  haft  not  with- held  thy  fon ,  thine  only  fon  : 

IJ  3  (Geiu 


NOTE. 


tlitiCMioft  ©f  tbr  truth  ant  ft uteri  ty  of 
faith  in  God  and  in  htapioiniiei;.  which 
he  Jhtws  to  be  dead,  and  altogether  un* 
profitable ;  unlefr  it  lie  proved  to  be 
genuine  by  its  practical  iiiffnencc  upon 
the  heart  life  ia  jli  boly oMence ; 
and  fo  be  of  jnftifying  a  man's 

fiith,  or  his  t^/rsn^vr,  as  a  tlnccre  be¬ 
liever,  to  free  him  from  the  charge  of. 
hyfM-ify;  and  not  «f  the juftincJUton  of 
his  perfect  to  acquit  him  from  1  charge 
rif  guilt,  and  from  law  condemnation, as 
to  his  ft  ate  before  God,  which  the  a* 
puftk:  Aiu/  fo  often  affirms  to  be  by  faith 
vijtbaxf  iPff/ij,  There  in  therefore  no 
real  contradiction  between  thefc  two 
apoftlr*  ;  fmee  it  is  a.  quite  different 
fort  oi*  faith  auj  of  jvft*ftcatttitt  which 


theyrdpeclivelvfpea'fc  of,  and  ftafwith 
a  view  to  difl'cictt  forn  of  fttrf§usw 
Tbe  apnftle  tn  confute  licenti¬ 

ous  fobfiVisnSi  /hews  that  ail  notions 
and  profdiina*,  even  of  fifth  In  God* 
without  good  works  to  juftity  its  ftiKe* 
ritj,  arc  rain  ;  and  the  apoftle  Patti,  ix> 
confute  tli ofr  ftif-juji:ei.irk'j  that  were 
for  depending  nn  their  own  works,  as 
the  ground  of  their  acceptance  with 
God  m  e tern* l  life,  fliews  that  juft  ftta- 
titrt  /j?  his  ftght  is  only  by frith  in  Ckrilt 
and  ills  rigiUfitmfncfs,  without  any  mix¬ 
ture  of  worb,  as  ingredients.  Into  ic, 
though  it  be  not  by  fiich  a  frith  In  him, 
as  U  not  productive  of  good  works, 
rhe)-  beliis^  in fe parable  from  all  faring 

faiih  if  the  operation  vf 


24  Yc  fee  then 
htrw  that  by 
works  a  man  ia 
juftificrf»and  not 
py  faith  only. 


3f  Like  wife 
alio*  was  not 
Falfc*b  tbe  bar 
lot  jaftified  by 
W(irks,whcrt  Ihe 
badrecei  vtdrhe 
jnefltnjrerft,  and 
had  fent  them 

out  another 


26  For  at  the 
body  without 
the  fptrit  is 

dead,  fo  faith 
without.  works 
is  dtadajfe. 

k  -  ■  ■■ 


The  Eptftk  0f]AuE9  parapbraftd »  Ch.  ii. 

(Gen.  xxii,  12,}  And  he  was  afterwards  called  tbe 
friend  tf  God}  (2  Chron*  «•  7.  and  Ifa*  xli*  8.)  as  one 
in  covenant  with  him,  (which  was  folemnly  renewed 
and  ratified)  with  an  addition  of  more  explicit  promifes, 
on  this  occafion,  (Gen*  xxii.  16*— 18.)  and  as  one*  that 
had  man  i  felled  the  molt  dutiful  and  afTeftionate  obe^ 
dience  to  his  command)  and  was  owned  as  his  peculiar 
favourite)  and  taken  into  the  neareft  communion  with 
him,  a$  his  friend. 

24.  Ye  therefore  may  plainly  difeern  from  hence,  that 
a  true  believer's  c  ha  rafter  is  jufti  fieri  againft  a  charge 
ofhypocrify,  or  of  empty  fpeculation  and  profeflion, 
by  the  good  works  he  produces,  as  the  fruit  of  his  faith, 
and  not  by  mere  pretences  to  faith,  which  is  dead,  as 
being  alone,  without  fui table  works.  ( ver .  ry.) 

25.  I  would  atfo  in  fiance  in  another  perfon,  even  a 
.gentile*  whofe  faith  was  not  fo  Itrongas  rfbrahfin?s% 

was  not  the  charafter  of  Knhab  the  harlot,  who  dwelt 
at  Jerie/jOy  juftified  hv  her  works,  which  unqueflion- 
ably  (hewed  that  (he  &rm\y  believed  God  would  cer* 
tainly  deliver  that  city  up  to  Ifr&el ,  (fee  the  nates  on 
ver .  ai.  and  Heb.  xi.  31.)  when,  upon  that  faith,  (he 
kindly  entertained  the  meflengers  which  JofbieifcBi 
to  fpy  out  the  land,  ^ud  direded  them  to  make  their 
tfcape  in  a  way  that  might  prevent  their  falling  incq 
fhe  hands  of  their  enemies,  who  fought  to  kill  them  ; 
and  engaged  the  fpies  to  (hew  kiurfnefs  ro  her  and  her 
father’s  houfe,  and  five  them  alive  ?  ii*  1 — 16*} 

By  thefe  examples  you  plainly  fee  how  neceflary  works 
of  obedience  are  fo  demonftrate  the  lincerity  of  any  one's 
faith  in  every  cafe  whatloever* 

2 6-  For  it  appears  from  all  this,  that  as  the  human 
body  without  hreath,  or  without  afoul  to  animate  it,  is 
*  loathfomc  dead  carcafc,  very  offenfivp,  and  utterly 

ir.  capable  pf  difeharging  any  fun  Atone  of  this  fife;  fo 
all  that  fort  of  faith  that  is  not  efficacious  for  bringing 
forth  good  works,  which  arc  the  infeparable  eflcfts  and 
tokens  of  a  living  faith,  really  is,  and  fiiows  itfclf  to 
he,  inti  rely  dead  and  dcteftable  in  a  fpi  ritual  fenfe. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

Kov  natnnl  is  it  forcatnal  minds  to  jtidjje  according  to  outward  appear¬ 
ance  J  anil  to  be  influenced  hy  tie  j:ay  11  re  ft  and  fplendid  ornaments  of  the  rich* 

fo  gtve  them  An  ut\jufl:fiabfc  preference  :  and  by  flu-  mean  apparel  of  the  poor* 
fo  ufe  thein  with  eon tempt  and  fenrn,  whatever  their  refpceiiye  rd-jjhns  cha¬ 
racters  be!  fnntly,  this  fcrr  of  partiality  proceeds  from  a  very  corrupt  buds  of 
Ifie  heart.  But  how  iirifuitahie  is  tlda  to  the  Tcjnpor  n:;d  behaviour  of  true 
believers  in  Jeius  Chrift  i  the  proMTbn  of  his  name  ought  to  outfitter,  that 
fJod  has  mostly  choten  the  poc;"  ofthfa  world  to  failh  a:.d  ail  fi s  riches  here | 
icd  to  the  tii heritage e  oftiis  heavenly  kingdom  hereafter,  which  he  has  prn- 

'  *  mifcd 


Cb.  iff* 


Thf  Epifk  of  J  a  si  s  s  farapbrafti,  *$ 

mi  fed,  without  nfpeA  of  perfoni-  on  extcrail  accounts,  to  at(  that  heart  2?  fave 
bim  ;  and  tbc  poor  Among  ttiem*  as  much  as  the  rich,  art  members  of  the  Lord 
of  GJor  y,  "ITiey  (hould  like  wife  recolleft,  that  wick  ednefc,  oppmffion,  and 
btafpfaemoiM  repn?aoh«  on  the  bltflcd  name  of  Chrift*  by  which  it  ia  thtir  boa* 
our  to  be  called,  chiefly  feign  among  per  for  s  of  rank  and  figure  in  tbe  world  j 
and  that,  though  decent  rdpe£t  is  to  be  paid  to  all,  according  to  their  civil  ft*- 
tions;  yet  favouring  the  neh  rather  than  tht  poor,  in  religions  affairs,  orio 
matters  of  right  and  wmng,  h  exceeding  finfuJ,  Jt  ia  a  tranfgrejfion  of  tbe 
moral  Uw,  by  a  breach  of  which,  were  it  only  in  one  point,  a  ipaa  becomes 
guilty  of  breaking  its  whole  fyftem,  and  as  really  a  (Trouts  the  whole  of  ita 
divine  authority,  which  equally  enjoins  obedience  to  every  one  of  its  precepts, 
as  if  he  had  broke  them  all  j  and  it  is  a  direct  viottiion  of  that  noble  com* 
prehrofive  law,  which  requires  us  to  love  our  neighbours  as  ourfdvea;  yen, 
j$  utterly  contrary  to  the  whole  tenor  of  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  Godf 
which  msy  be  called  the  law  of  liberty,  but  leaves  no  room  for  any  to  eipcd 
favour  and  mercy  in  the  judgement  of  the  great  day,  who  are  not  conftramed  by 
ha  endearments  to  ftew  love  and  mercy  to  the  poor,  especially  of  the  ho u (hold 
of  faiths  What  fignify  fine  words  of  pity  and  companion,  and  empty 
withes  of  all  needful  fupplicflto  hungry  and  naked  Chnftuns*  without -dung 
any  thing  according  to  otir  opportunities  and  abilities,  for  their  relief?  Theyt 
arc  all  mere  pretence  and  hypoprify,  And  muft  we  not,  with  equal  truth,  pro* 
flounce*  that  all  notions  and  profdfions  of  faith,  tin  lei  i  it  be  productive  of, 
and  evidenced  by  good  works,  is  a  ram  and  dead  faith  ?  It  can  never  be 
proved  to  be  otberwife*  Though  4braham*s  and  RahabJ$  works,  did  not 
jollify  their  perfbns  before  God,  yet  they  juftified  their  faith,  and  fhew’d  it  to 
be  true  and  gtmrne  before  men,  as  it  was  apparently  practical  in  them  fcrtral* 
ly ;  but  a  bare  affect  of  the  mind,  without  holy  effects  on  the  bean  and  life,  i« 
no  better  than  the  frith  of  devils,  who  believe  there  is  one  God,  and  tremble  for 
fear  of  him,  as  ail  mere  notionaJifta  in  religion  one  day  will.  Upon  the  whole 
then,  it  muft  he  concluded  that  faith  without  works  is  as  dead  aud  ofcaftvc  to 
God,  as  any  human  carcafe,  that  has  no  foul  to  enliven  and  actuate  it,  can 
be  to  us,  Aixl  he  is  a  vain  man  indeed,  who  imagines  that  fpeh  a  fahh  can 
fm  him* 


CHAP*  HI. 


The  Apofile  cautions  againfi  an  arrogant  affuming  temper  and  lehavi* 
our?  and  ag&injl  the  mifebirf  cf  an  unfanBifitA  and  unruly  tongue  t 
I  —  i  3*  and  jbews  tie  excellency  of  heavenly  wifdom,  which  difiovers 
it  [elf  in  purity  meekuefs  and  peaccy  in  oppejitim  to  that  which  is 
litigious^  carnal  and  worldly  t  14—18, 


Text* 


PlRAFHRAfE' 


MY  bre 

thren  be 
not  many  m af¬ 
ter*,  'knowing 


that  we  Hi  all  re- 
eel  vc  ibe  great¬ 
er  coadenma.* 


I,  AK  E  heed,  my  ChrifKan  brethren*  left  ma* 
I  ny  of  you  &fTt£l  to  be  (J teachers 
A  of  others  without  fuflieient  qualifications  for 
it ;  and  much  more*  Ull  they  give  way,  like  the  Jew* 
ifh  doctors,  to  a  magiiierial  and  cetiforious  temper. in 

matters  of  religion ;  as  being  fully  convinced  that  the 

B  4  more 

* 


24 


The  E pi  file  cf  JiMtt  fUT&phr&jhd* 


Cb.  iii. 


more  any  of  us  indulge  and  a£l  according  to  it,  the 

greater  will  be  our  fin,  and  the  more  fevere  our  fep* 

tence  of  condemnation  at  the  la  It  day,  (A/a/.  vii*  i— -5.) 

2  Tor  in  ma*  /  2*  For  it  mutt  be  owned  that  all,  even  the  beft  of 

rhino*  we  \ 

trlfcild 


ony  man 


no*  we  |  lts>  are  j^ijy  guilty  of  many  flips  and  fails,  that  arc 
wiJwd  '>  tranlgreflioiis  of. both  tables  of  God's  holy  bw,  often- 


body. 


wtt  m  n  word,  live  co  him  and  to  our  fellow  creatures,  which  fhould 
the  i&hk*  ;j  a  nmte  us  very  humble  and  modeli  in  our  thoughts  of 

Ibi^  ;  our(dvps,  ami  fparing  in  our  ccnfurcs  of  edicts.  But 

bridle  thcivholtt  if  any  OIlc>  *ike  David,  (Pf.  xxxix.  I.)  is  enabled  to 

t cep  a  bridle  upon  his  tongue,  that  it  utter  tu>  oppro¬ 
brious,  falfc,  or  other  finful  words,  from  a  predomi¬ 
nance  of  any  corrupt  or  exceflivc  paflion;  (fee  ch+  i  21,26.) 
he  is  a  fin  cere  believer  and  finished  Chriftian  ;  (fee  the 
note  on  1  £V.  ih  6*)  is  a  man  of  rich  attainments  in 
knowledge  ami  experience,  integrity  and  holinds;  and 
is  ft: rn idled  with  fuch  divine  aflilhnees,  as  are  fufficient 
to  curb  all  the  irregularities  of  his  conduft,  and  to 
fpread  an  amiable  influence  through  all  the  members  of 
bis  body,  ami  the  whole  behaviour  of  his  life,  to  the 
advantage  of  every  religious  and  civil  body  that  he  is 
related  to* 

3.  To  illuftrate  the  benefit  of  a  due  government  of 
the  tongue,  obferve  how  we  deal  with  the  horfes  wc 
ride  upon.  We  do  not  let  them  run  at  random,  but 
bridle  them  with  bits  En  their  mouths,  to  check  and 
reilrain  their  metdefomc  Tallies,  and  direft  their  courfe 
that  they  ni^y  move  according  to  our  plcalure;  and  by 
this  means  we  turn  their  whole  bodies  to  the  right  or  the 
left,  and  into  one  and  another  road,  juft  as  we  think 
ptoper. 

4.  Obferv'c  alfo  how  men  ufe  to  manage  the  largeft 
fldps  at  fca  in  failing;  which  though  they  are  fuch 


a  BriioM  we 
put'  bits  In  tb« 
horfes  mouths, 
that  they  may 
obey  v*s ;  and 
we  turn  ahont 
their  whole  bo* 

dy* 


4  BrholJ  alfo 

rht  /hi  pi,  which 

IfiPtigh  they  be 

io  great,  and 

r-rc  ihivcTi  of 

ti  .-iver  \ii(ids.v(*t 

# 

ar^ihr-11  tmurd 
# 

fthiPiti  with  n 

vn  y  h^hn 
v’i-.lth^i'ine  1  ;*r 


1 

*  ■  ■ 


J.  "  ■■  *■ 

J  «■  ■  1.  -k-  *  ,  l-L 


3  r’-.cn  fn  the 
r^-.  ;-i  i*s  ^  little 
;  ]re;nhcrf  ;mrf 
S  iXMlieih  pre.it 

Behnlci, 
how  pj-ent  3 
anaurr  »  Utile 


huge  vefkls,  and  fometimes  toiled  about  and  driven 
out  of  their  courfe  by  contrary  and  tempefhious  winds, 
arc  sieverthclefs  turned,  about  and  rfnefled  into  their 
due  hearings  again,  by  fo  very  final!  an  inflrnment  as 
the  rudder,  which  way  foever  he  ;;e  the  helm  is  minded 
to  ftcer  them. 

5,  Ii>  like  manner,  a  man’s  tongue  is  indeed  a  very 
fmail  member,  in  compaiifon  with  the  whole  bulk  of 
his  body  ;  and  a$  is  of  great  ufe,  when  properly  ma¬ 
naged,  under  the  influence  of  divine  grace*  for  direct¬ 
ing  the  whole  fsrfcs  of  life  ;  fo,  if  it  be  loft  under  the 
power  and  con  duel-  of  an  uniaiictined  caruul  heart,  it 
talks  at  an  extravagant  rate  with  ?Ji  the  airs  of  haugbti* 
nefs  and  contempt  of  eihers.  i\nd  pray  take  notice 
how,  by  injurious  language,  it,  like  a  (park  0?  fire  in 

ihe 
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6  Acd  tike 
tongue  is  a  tire* 

?  w«rld  of  ini* 
iMiirr.  So  is  tlie 

A  r 

anionxd 
our  n:«mbcr«i 

|]l;+T  it  diMitcill 

the  whole  body, 

and  tVrtcrh  on 
fire  the  ronrfe 

iif  ua:n;c ;  3;i4 
ii  *n  li  t  on  fire 
&t‘  He  Hi 


7  For  every 
kind  ol’  bfiitsi 
and  ot’ 
v.nd  af  Terpen 
ami  ihiugj  in 
ih^fci,  is  turned 
$',u\  hath  been 

ned  ftf  nvtiv» 
kind  : 


8  Hot  the 
can  no 
Hein  tame  ;  it  ts 
an  mimi}1  evil* 
lull  of  deadly 

puilbjx. 


9  Therewith 
blefii  we  Gndf 
e»cn  \\ip  fV 


?5f  JI^j#£r  /  J  i  u  u  f&rapbrafid.  ^ 

y 

the  midft  of  a  combuftiblc  matter,  kindles  a  terrible 
flame  of  contention  and  confufion  all  around  it* 

6.  And  an  unruly,  furious  and  abufive  tongue  is 
really  one  of  the  word  of  fines  ;  it  vents  a  great  deal 
of  Cm  i  is  the  outlet  of  the  whole  foorce  of  wtcfccdnefi 
that  lies  in  a  man's  heart;  {Mattk*  xv.  i8«)  and  is  the 
caufe  of  abundance  of  iniquity  among#  others;  fucb  a 
mifrhievous  and  definitive  member  is  this  little  one 
amid#  the  other  members  of  our  bodies,  that*  by  its 
exorbitant  licentiou fuels,  it  fpreads  guilt  and  defile¬ 
ment  through  the  whole  man /and  kindles  fuch  wrath 
and  anger  in  our  own  and  other  people's  pallions,  as 
throw  the  whole  courfe  of  the  moral  world  into  a  perni¬ 
cious  ferment,  which  runs  through  (tw  re*x**  T*e  ywtrun) 
the  whole  circle  of  every  generation,  and  the  whole  ro¬ 
tation  of  life,  from  youth  to  old  age  ;  And  as  all  this 
evil  is  of  a  hellifli  nature,  and  is  kindled  and  blown  up 
by  the  diabolical  influence  of  the  accufcr  of  the  bee* 
thren,  and  father  of  lies ;  fo  the  tongue,  together  with 
the  man  who  lays  no  reftraint  upon  it,  wilt  at  length  be 
tormented  in  the  unquenchable  flames  of  hell  fire, 
{Luke  i vi.  14.}  and  that  mofl  ju/Uy,  fince  foch  a  violent 
tongue  is  more  refractory  and  unmanageable,  than  the 
Wilde#  and  fierce  ft  of  all  the  lower  ranks  of  creatures. 

7.  For  all  forts  of  favage  beafts  and  wild  fowls,  and 

creeping  animals,  even  venomous  ferpents,  and 

veracious  fifties  and  monfters  of  the  fea,  (Jfcpaftraj)  are 
by  human  labour  and  art  fubdued  and  kept  within 
bounds,  and  have  been  brought  under  confinement  and 
reftraint,  and  mattered  by  mankind,  who  ftill  retain 
fomething  of  the  original  grant  of  dominion  over  them. 
[Cm*  i.  26.) 

8.  But  when  any  one’s  tongue  launches  out  m  re¬ 
filings,  fa  lie  hoods  and  other  malignant  fpeeches,  undci 
the  power  of  ftrong,  furious,  and  vile  paffions,  it  « 
more  u nt ratable  than  all  thefe ;  no  man  upon  earth 
can  matter  it  by  his  own  power  and  fkiil,  nor  can  any 
other  man  gain  an  entire  conqueft  over  it ;  It  is  a  moil 
ungovernably  evil  inftrument,  fpming  out  the  venom 
of  pride,  malice,  envy,  reproach  and  falfchood,  and  al: 
forts  of  wickednefs,  which  arc  as  deftru&ivetoa  man’; 
own  foul,  and  to  the  welfare -of  fociety,  as  the  mofl 
mortal  poifou  is  to  the  body  :  The  poifon  q£  tifpsy  tht 
mofl  di'Tpe rate  of  all  others,  is  under  fucli  a  man’s  lips 
( Rom ,  3ii,  13.) 

9.  An  unlanftified  tongue  funs  fo  much  at  random 
that  fome  of  us,  who  as  men,  and  much  more  as  pro- 
fcihng  Chrjftians,  ought,  like  David,  to  count  it  uui 

Glory 
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US 

ther ;  lud  thcre- 
Witb.  corfc  we 
ibciW  which  are 
made  after  the 
finulitode  of 
God. 


TO  Oat  of  the 
fame  mouth  pro* 

ccedetb  hi*  fling 
Jtod  cnrEug. 
Mj  h ret h  re  a, 
tLefe  thing* 
oarht  not  fo  to 
be. 

it  Doth  a 
fountain  fend 
forth  atthefame 
place  fweec  va 
Errand  bitter J 


tl  Can  the 
fif^trec,  m3*  bre- 
tb  itn,bcar  olive 
berries?  either 
-a  vine  fi"s?  fo 
<0 n  no  fntmtain 
both  yield  fait 
water  and  freih. 


r3  Who  is  a 
Wife  mao,  and 
endued  with 
knowledge'  a* 
nwngft  jon?  let 
bint  fliew  out 
of  a  good  con* 

Ttrfatjon  hl$ 

worts  v*ith 
mee  Jcncftof  w  it* 
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glory,  {Pf*  xxx.  12.)  and  to  employ  it  in  celebrating  the 
praiies  of  the  Lord,  life  it,  one  while,  for  fpeakiog  ho¬ 
nourably  of  God,  praying  to  him,  and  offering  up 
than kfgi rings  and  praifesin  public  and  private,  even  to 
the  father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  of  all  believers 
in  him,  the  Father  of  Mercies,  and  the  author  of  our 
beings  and  of  all  our  enjoyments ;  and,  at  another  time 
we  abufe  «»  pouring  out  reviling*  and  horrid  iriiprecar 
tioos  and  curfes  upon  our  fellow  creatures,  for  whom 
we  ought  to  have  a  reverence,  as  they  were  originally 
created  after  the  image  of  God,  in  knowledge,  righte- 
oufnels,  and  true  holinefs,  and  are  ftill  formed  after 
bis  likenefs  in  the  natural  faculties  of  their  rational  fouls, 
and  in  their  dominion  over  the  creature  ;  and  are  re¬ 
newed  according  to  his  holy  image  by  regenerating 
grace. 

to+ So  that  out  of  one  and  the  fame  mouth  come 
forth  bleflings  and  praifes  in  one  mood,  and  curfes  in 
another.  Certainly,  my  Chriftian  brethren,  thefe con¬ 
trary  ufes  of  the  fame  tongue  are  oionflroufly  incon¬ 
gruous  and  abfurd;  and  ought,  by  no  means,  to  have 

any  place  in  thofe  who  make  a  profeflion  of  Chrift  and 
his  gofpeh 

11.  They  are  as  utterly  inconfiftcnt  with  true  reli¬ 
gion  and  godlinefs,  as  it  would  be  to  fuppofe  that 
ft  reams  of  contrary  qualities  proceed  from  the  fame  0- 
pentng  of  one  fountain.  Did  ye  ever  know?  Or  is  it 
poOible,  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  one  and  the  fame 
fpring  could  gufh  out  at  the  fame  place,  and  flow  a* 
broad  iu  ftreams  of  water,  fame  of  which  are  quite 
frcfti,  and  agreeable  to  the  palate,  and  others  entirely 
brack!  fh  and  diftafteful  ? 

12*  Or  can  a  fig  tree,  my  brethren,  produce  the 
fruit  which  grows  only  upon  olive  trees  ?  Of  was  it  c- 
ver  known,  that  a  grape  vine  brought  forth  figs  ?  Why, 
full  as  inconfiftcnt  is  it  to  fuppofe  that  a  man's  heart, 
the  fountain  from  whence  all  his  words  proceed,  fhould 
freely  and  habitually  vent  itfelf  in  ways  of  talking,  that 
arc  of  as  directly  contrary  a  nature,  as  the  fait  water  of 
the  fea,  and  the  fweet  water  of  the  fineft  fpring  are  one 
to  the  other, 

13.  Vi  ho  is  there  then  among  you,  tbat  would  ap* 
prove  himfelf  to  be  wife  toward  God,  and  for  bimfelf 
and  others  ;  prudent  in  his  conduft  j  and  endued  with 
the  true  knowledge  of  God,  of  Chrift,  and  of  himfelf^ 
and  with  a  fpiritual  difaerning  of  the  abfurdity  and  felf- 
contradiction  of  ihefc  things  /  Let  it  be  his  great  caret 

and  concern,  that,  by  an  honourable  deportment  in  thej 

church! 


Cfa,  ill* 


H  But  If  yc 
have  Inner 
vying  and  ft  rife 
jii  your  hearts, 
glory  not,  and 
Ik  not  agRtuft 
iht  truth. 


j5  This  wif* 
doTTi  defetndeth 
not  from  above, 
but  U  earthly, 
fvufual,  devi- 

iilb. 


16  For  where 
envying  and 
$rite/x»  there  U 
confuiian,  and 
every  evil  \rork- 


1 7  But  the 
■wifdom  that  if 
from  above,  is 
Jirft  pore,  then 
peaceable,  geu*- 
tie,  ani  eafy  to 

betn treated  foil 

of  mercy  and 
gon  dfru  in,  w  i  X  h 
(tut  partially, 
and  u  ithouthy- 

pocrify. 
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church  and  la  the  world*  he  may  evidently  pra&ife  all 
manner  of  good  works*  in  the  whole  couefe  of  his  coo- 
verfation,  with  a  meek  and  humble  fpirit,  which  pro¬ 
ceeds  from*  and  difoovers  the  true  ft  wifdom,  - 

14.  But  if*  inftead  of  fach  a  laudable  temper  and 
behaviour*  ye  give  a  loofe  to  your  finful  pa  Sons ;  and 
your  hearts  are  full  of  envious*  quarrelfomc  and  conten¬ 
tious  difpofitions  and  defigns*  which’  are  a  bitter  tor¬ 
ment  to  your  own  fouls*  and,  when  breaking  out  in 
words*  are  gftevoufly  Hinging  and  wounding  to  others : 
Never  be  fond  or  boaft  of  fuch  a  malignant  temper* 
that  is  (b  dircQly  contrary  to  the  meek  and  humble 
fpirit  of  the  gofpei ;  nor  dare  to  conceive*  or  utter  any 
falfehood  to  put  a  fine  gbfs  upon  it ;  nor  make  any 
hypocritical  pretences  to  fmcerity  or  prudence  in  fuch  a 
courfe  of  life. 

ij^Whatever  any  may  think  of  it*  let  me  tell  you* 
that  this  fort  of  pretended  wifdom  does  not  come  from 
heaven,  nor  is  God  the  author  of  it;  hut  it  proceeds 
entirely  from  an  cxcefs  of  earthly  and  fenfual  propen  - 
fions  to  the  things  of  this  world,  which  unregenerate 
men  are  under  the  power  of  *  and  is  excited  by  the  de¬ 
vil  bimfclf,  bears  his  image*  pleafes  him*  and  pro¬ 
motes  his  interefts  and  defigns  for  doing  mifcbief.'i' 

j6.  For  wherever  an  envious*  cenforious*  and  liti¬ 
gious  fpirit  is  indulged*  and  breaks  forth  from  the  heart 
through  the  lip%  its  natural  tendency,  and  ordinary 
eife&*  is  nothing  but  difturbance  and  definition  to  the 
peace  and  happinefs  of  a  man’s  own  foul,  and  of  all  a* 
bout  him,  together  with  every  other  kind  of  iniquity 
and  calamity. 

17.  But  the  wifdom  that  is  heavenly  and  divine*  as 
coming  down  from  the  Father  of  Lights^  (Chap.  i.  17.) 
and  tending  to  heavenly  happinefs,  is  juft  the  reyerfa 
of  all  this :  It  has,  in  the  firft  place,  a  drift  regard  to 
purity  of  doftrine  and  manners  in  heart*  fpeech*  and 
behaviour;  and  their*  as  far  as  is  confident  with  truth 
and  holinefs*  it  ftudies  the  things  that  make  for  peace; 
and  in  order  thereunto*  it  difpofes  the  foul  to  be  mild 
and  courteous  in  its  treatment  of  others,  and  in  meek~ 
nefs  to  iq/lruSt  thofe  that  oppofe  them/elves ;  {2  Tim.  it. 
24.  25.)  and  to  be  cafily  perfuaded  to  all  that  is  good* 
to  be  open  to  conviftion*  and  attend  to  all  reafonable 
con  fid  erat  tons  for  condefcenfion  and  forbearance*  ital- 
fo  abounds  in  acts  of  kindnefs  and  companion  to  the 
poor  and  aiHifted,  and  in  every  other  fruit  of  righte- 
cufnefa  ;  together  with  a  generofity  that  has  no  fjefpeft 
of  per  funs,  and  chat  lays  afide  all  feverity  and  partiality 
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in  judging  and  condemning  others ;  and  with  a  lince- 
,  .  rity  that  is  free  from  diffimulation,  (Rom.  xii.  9.) 

ftrit  of"  r  wine*  18.  And  the  principle,  prod  u  Give  of  this  righteous 

oufnrfs  5t  town  behaviour,  is  Town,  like  good  feed,  in  the  peace  of  a 
in  peace  of.  believer's  own  mind,  and  of  Kts  Chrifiian  brethren,  and 
^at  nU^°  of  the  worid  all  around  him,  as  in  a  fertile  foil  \  and 
pcaCe‘  fhall  be  reaped  in  a  plentiful  harveft  of  profperity  here, 

and  for  ever  hereafter,  by  thofe*  who,  in  a  way  of  fpi- 
ritual  wifdom,  are  difpofed  unto,  and  lay  themfdves 

out  in  promoting,  fuch  a  pure  and. holy  peace.  - 

■ 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  tittifc  have  we  to  be  roodeft  and  humble,  inftead  of  indulging  an  arro- 
pnt  and  cenforoua  temper  towards  our  Chrifiian  brethren,  while  we  confider. 
In  how  many  things  we  all  offend  againft  God  and  them  !  And  what  an  aggra* 
vat  ion  would  tnobfervance  of  our  own  and  feverity  on  others  faults  bet 
of  fclf-condtmnaticn  at  the  great  day  !  How  important  is  a  due  government  of 
of  thetongue!  he  that  obtains  help  fronvGod  to  rule  Lis  own  tongue  is  a  great 
proficient  in  religion,  and  well  qualified  for  ordering  his  whole  converf&tion  a- 
fight*  Though  the  moft  mettelfome  horfesare  governed  by  a  bit  and  bridle,  and 
the  largeft  Drips,  when  driven  by  contrary  and  boifterous  winds,  are  redu¬ 
ced  to  their  proper  coo  He  by  a  fmall  rudder  ;  and  the  molt  wild  and  lavage  a- 
ounals  of  tbe  earth,  air,  and  fea,  may  be,  and  have  been  brought  into  fubjecLion 
by  humane  art;  yet  no  man  of  himfelf  can  get  fach  a  mattery  over  hi  $  tongue,  as 
thoroughly  to  bridle  its  excefs ;  nor  can  any  other  man  effectually  cure  its  ma¬ 
lignity.  Though  it  be  but  a  little  member,  and  if  well  managed,  is  of  great 
ufc ;  yet  when  it  flics  out  into  bitter  exprcflions,  it  is  an  unruly  evil,  and  is  tike 
a  fpark  of  fire  that  fets  abundance  of  combuSible  matter  into  a  flame.  It  it 
indeed  the  worft  of  Are,  that  fpreads  confufion,  defilement  and  dettro&hm 
through  the  whole  man,  and  amongft  all  around  him ;  derives  its  original  from 
hell ;  and  la  in  danger  of  eve  flatting  fire,  without  one  drop  of  water  to  cool  it* 
But  Q  how  manflruoufly  abfurd,  and  inconfittent  is  it  for  the  lame,  month  to 
utter  the  pr&ifes  of  God,  and  horrid  imprecations  upon  men  that  are  formed 
after  his  image  !  This  is  as  dt  redly  contrary  to  the  Chrittian  character,  as  it 
would  be  to  fuppofc  that  one  and  the  fame  fountain  can  fend  forth  Tweet  and 
bitter,  fixfli  and  (alt  water  at  the  fame  opening;  or  that  a  fig-tree  can  bear  o- 
fives,  or  a  vine  figs.  If  therefore  the  heart  and  tongue  are  full  of  envy,  aimno- 
fity  and  angry  contentions,  we  ought  to  be  alhamedL,  inftcad  of  glorying  in  them. 
For  if  any,  that  boajt  of  their  wifdom,  give  way  to  thefe  pernicious  evils,  it  19 
all  a  falfe  pretence ;  it  U  only  the  wifdom  of  the  fldh ,  w  hich  proceeds  from 
earthly  and  fenfunl  paffions  and  appetites,  and  U  propagated  by  the  devil  him* 
fdf  after  his  own  Skenefe.  Hut  he  who,  with  a  meek  and  humble  fpirit#  walks 
honourably,  as  hecomrs  the  pofpel  of  Chritt,  is  endued  with  the  molt  excellent 
wifdom  and  fpiritual  utiderflanding-  This  man's  wifdom  Las  Its  original  from 
heaven,  and  (hall  iflite  in  heavenly  hap  pi  nets;  It  has  a  Arid  regard  to  purity 
in  principle  and  practice;  and  then,  in  full  confiftettcy  with  this,  it  Audio  the 
thmgs  that  make  for  peace  with  all  affability,  and  perfwadeabknefa  to  every 
thing  that  is  right;  and  abounds  in  compaffion  to  the  afHifted,  and  in  all  bene¬ 
ficence,  as  occafions  require,  without  any  partial  rtfpeft  of  perfons,  or  hypocri¬ 
tical  pretences  to  more  than  wc  really  mean.  And  O  (be  btefFed  fruit  of  fuch 
a  wife  and  holy  deportment !  They,  who  thus  ttudy  and  endeavour  to  promote 
tbis  excellent  fort  cf  profperity  and  peace,  are  therein  Towing  feed,  which  will 
fprieg  up  to  their  own  comfort  here,  and  cvtrlafting  joy  hereafter, 
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The  Apofih  cautions  again/l  corrupt  ajfeEtions,  as  the  rut  ef  ware 
and  quarrels,  and  the  bane  of  prayers  and  agahqft  an  inordinate 
love  ef  this  world. ,  as  enmity  with  God  who  gives  grace  to  the  hum¬ 
ble,  i --6.  DireQs  proud  and  carnal  pref effort  to  fisbmit  and  betake 
themf elves  to  God,  and  rejiji  the  devil,  aiia  to  abandon  and  lament 
their  fnful  .courfes,  in  order  to  their  being  exalted,'  7—10.  and  ex¬ 
horts  all  profejfing  Chriftians  to  /peak  candidly  one  of  another ,  and 
to  undertake  no  affairs  of  life  without  a  confiant  regard  to  the  will 
and  providence  of  God.  l  !--•  1 7. 


Text. 


Paraphrase. 


From 

whence 
am*  wap a  aa4 
fightings  among 
yon?  ctmc  they 
11  ut  heucca 
evr n  of  your 
ldb|  that  war 
in  yoit  meat* 


T.  A  S  I  would  fain  excite  you  to  a  juft  abhorrence 
/A  of  tbe  evils  that  lie  in  oppofition  to  the  peace 
hut  now  recommended,  {chap.  iii.  18.)  Let 
me  afle  you,  and  leave  the  anfwcr  to  your  own  con* 
faiences,  What  is  it  that  gives  rifa  to  and  foments  the 
dreadful  contentions,  animofities  and  broils  that  have 
(pread  lo  much  mifery  and  con  fu  ft  on  among  reartkind 
and  profelling  Chriftians,  as  they  have  among  you  of 
the  Jewifli  nation !  f  Does  not  tbe  root  and  fourcc  of 
them  all  lie  in  your  corrupt  afle&ions,  fuch  as  pride, 
envy,  covetoufnefc,  and  an  immoderate  thirft  after  do¬ 
minion  over  others,  or  after  the  riches,  honours,  or 
pleafures  of  this  world,  each  of  which  intemperate  ip- 
petites  contend  for  die  maftery  in  all  the  powers  of 
yonr  fouls,  and  over  all  the  members  of  your  bodies, 
(fee  tbe  note  on  Rom.  vii.  5.)  and  all  together  war 
again  ft  them,  to.  their  defilement,  injury  and  ruin,  and 
agatuft  the  diflates  of  reafon,  religion  and- conference, 
and  even  agatuft  the  fpirit  of  God  himfalf  in  his  holy 
operations  i 

3.  Te 


N  O  T  "E, 

f"  Some  b&ve  thought  that  the  a*  c  Spies,  and  muke  tliem  LoHs  of  the  uai- 

po&lc  here  refers  to  the  (editions*  tn-  verfe,  - - But  as  the  national  ware 

mutts  and  wars  that  raged  about  this  were  in  nd  are  fnppofcri  to  have 

time  ataong  the  ytws  in  their  ^uirtels  teen  after  the  time  of  writing  this  «- 
one  with  another,  and  rebellious  a-  pi  flic,  we  may  rather  imderltaud  the 
pjuft  tlia  Romans  to  throw  off  their  apofxle  to  fpeak  of  cenreutipn*  and 
jtofcc,  and  obtain  to  themfejvcs  that  quarrels  in  winch  on  various 

temporal  dominion,  which  they  vainly  oecalions  prevailed  among  the  Jc&tjb 
Imagined  they  had  a  divine  right  te;  profcftirs  of  Chriliianity ;  and,  alas! 
and  that  fame  Jrnrffi  Chriftians  joined  have  iadly  broke  out  among  other  pro- 
therein  from  their  carnal  notions  of  fclTur*  of  it,  all  along*  in  public  and  pr> 
the  Mefliahi  as  though  he  w$ro  to  fee  vate  life,  to  this  very  day; 
up*  temporal  kingdom  anting  his  dif- 


■30 

1  Ye  luft,  and 
Bave  n»t  i  ye 
kilt,  and  dcftrc 
to  ha  tc,  and  can* 
not  obtain  i  ye 
fight  and  war, 

JetyehaT*  net, 
becanfc  ye  alk 
not* 


3  Ye  oik,  and 
receive  nor,  be- 
canfcye  aik  *' 
mile,  that  ye 
may  con  fume  it 
topoQ  your 


4  Ye  adulter- 
era,  ondadalu* 
rcflcsi  knowfe 
not  that  the 

fnmdfliipofthe 

world  U  enmity 
with  God  i 
Whofocver 
therefore  or  ill 
be  a  friend  of 
the  world,  3a 
the  eacmy  of 
God, 


5  Do  ye  think 
that  the  ferip* 
tare  faith  in 
Tain,  The  fpb 


Tig  BpiftU  of  James  pdrapbrdftdi  Ch,  it, 

l*  Ye  inordinately  defire  and  purfue  a  gratification 
of  your  gaiiry  paffiam  *  and  cannot  compafs  your  cri¬ 
minal  defigns :  ye  are  ready  to  devour  one  another  ; 
and  have  an  envious  reach' (£****•)  after  the  pofielGons 
of  others ;  and  are  not  able  to  gain  the  ad¬ 

vantages,  which  ye  fo  greedily  covet;  much  left  can 
ye  find  yoar  happinefe  lit  thetn  :  Ye  (till  continue  to 
Reive  and  contend  furioufiy  for  victory,  wealth  and 
grandeur,*  and  yet  fait  of  obtaining  your  own  ends, 
and  fo  meet  with  perpetual  difappointments*  becaufe 
ye  do  not  ferioufiy  alk  counfel  of  God  to  direct  your 
way,  as  to  what  ye  ought  tp  do,  and  to  fucceed  your 
attempts,  as  far  as  they  may  be  agreeable  to  his  wifi, 

3.  Or,  if  at  any  rime  ye  pray  for  profperity  in  your 
affairs,  your  prayers  arc  not  anfwered ;  becaufe  your 
principles,  motives  and  ends,  in  aQcing  the  things  you 
would  have,  are  all  wrong ;  not,  as  they  ought  to  be, 
that  ye  may  ufe  them  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  jour 
-  own  and  others  real  good,  bat  that  ye  may  riot  upon 
them,  and  fpend  them  in  a  profufe  indulgence  to  your 
own  vanity,  ambition  and  luxury,  which  is  very  offen* 
five  to  God* 

4*  Whofocver  ye  he,  whether  of  the  male*  or  female 
fex,  that  under  a  religious  character,  as  God’s  coy£- 
n ant -people,  have  fuen  eager  appetites  after  the  plea- 
fores  and  enjoyments  of  this  world,  as  alienate  your 
hearts  from  him,  yc  are  guilty  of  no  lets  fin  than  fpi- 
ritual  adultery,,  in  admitting  a  competitor  with  him,  to 
whom  ye  are  vifibly  betrothed,  as-your  fpiritual  huf- 
band.  Do  you  not  underftand  and  confider  fo  plain  a 
point  as  this,  that  an  excefiWe  fondnefe  for  the  great 
and  good  things  of  this  world,  and  a  conformity  to 
worldly-minded  men  in  following  their  fmful  courfes 
to  ingratiate  yourfclves  with  them,  and  to  obtain  thofe 
things,  Hand  in  diroQ  opposition  to  the  hofy  nature 
and  will  of  God,  and  are  utterly  incontinent  with  that 
fupreme  love  and  affection  which  yc  owe  to  him  ? 
(1  John  ii*  iy*  16.)  Whoever  therefore  is  fo  attached 
to  the  things  of  this  world,  as  to  place  his  chief  hap- 
pinds  in  them,  and  will  court  the  friendflupof  the  men 
of  this  world,  at  any  rate,  to  procure  them,  is  in  heart 
an  enemy  to,  inftead  of  a  friend  and  lover  of  God,  and 
takes  the  part  of  his  adverfarieg,  mftead  of  tiding  with 
him. 

5*  Are  ye  fo  vain  as  to  fuppofe,  that  thofe  Scriptures 
of  the  Old  Teftaraent  ftand  on  record  to  no  good  pur- 
pofe,  or  are  not  worth  regarding*  which  ftrongly  re- 

moa- 
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tie  tit  at  W-  monftratc,  in  many  paffages,  againft  pride,  envy,  co- 
«',MTTi  "****  Tttoufocfi,  and  the  lixc,  and  which  give  us  fucli  a  view 

of  the  corruption  of  human  nature,  is  fhews.  that  the 
temper,  which  abides  and  powerfully  works  in  us,  ’till 
we  are  renewed  by  Grace,  is  lb  impetuous  and  ambiti¬ 
ons  in  its  purfuite  after  earthly  things,  as  to  carry  the 
foul  into  envious  thoughts  of  thofe  that  have  more  of 
them,  than  we  bate  enriches  f  ?  Or*  on  the  contrary, 
do  ye  vainly  imagine,  that  the  fpirit  of  God  which 
dwells  in  os,  who  are  true  believers,  excites  fuch  a  car¬ 
nal  worldly  dilpolition  in  us  ?  No,  this  cannot  be  the 
nature,  tendency,  or  defign  of  bis  holy  influence  upon 
us.- 

6  Bat  h*gh-  &  But,  on  the  contrary,  in  whorafoever  the  Spirit 
t(h  marc  grace,  dwdls,  he,  or  God  by  him,  gives  them'  fuch  a  gracious 

h*  impfelTion  as  tends  to  humility,  felf-  denial,  love  and 
fiflert.t£pn>£  ^  gwdnefs » and  gives  a  greater  abundance  of  it,  than 
bat  gWrtb-racc  to  leave  them  under  the  power  of  any  corrupt  sffediong. 
unto  tiro  hum*  Therefore,  to  encourage  their  hopes  and  prayers  for  alt 
****  needful  afltftancu,  he  fpcaks  in  bis  holy  word,  (Pf. 

tviii.  27.  and  Prov.  iii.  34.  and  xxix.  23.}  as  our  blef- 
fcd  Lord  himfelf  alfo  doth,  (ii faith,  xxiii.  12.  and 
Luke  xviii.  14,)  to  this  effeft,  God  lets  himfelf,  as  it 
were  in  battle  aray,  (wiwmwt)  with  indignation 
and  difdain,  againft  thofe  that  are  'ambitious  arid 
haughty,  felf- conceited  and  felf- fuffi dent,  as  placing 
their  confidence  and  happtnefs  in  the  things  of  this  life, 
or  m  their  own  wifdom,  or  flrvngtb,  or  dderCs ;  be 
drives  them  away  from  his  gracious  prefencc,  who 
thus  fet  thetnfelves  againft  him  $  and  defeats  their  aims 
at  honour  and  efteem  among  men.  But  he  extends 
his  favour  to,  and  bellows  bis  fpccial  grace,  with  grow¬ 
ing  ftrength  and  vigour,  upon  the  lowly  in  heart,  who 
have  fuch  humbling  thoughts  of  themfelves,  and  of 
the  emptinefs  and  vanity  of  all  creature- enjoyments,  as 
to  place  their  hope  and  nappindfs  mtirely  in  him,  (See 

Prvu. 


H  O 

■  ^ 

t  ftf  the  fptri t  that  ifatilt  iff  m  fuw 
fcndorftitnrt  the  ctrruft  Jiff  e  jit  i&rt* 

which  is  aatursMy  Ya  our  hearts;  and 
OthTFi  Spirit  af  G*dj  who  it  often 
fiid  nrne  believers.  If  we 

take  it  in  the  firfi  fatfe,  the  wbnte 
vtrfft  lf  to  be  atafidefed  ml  Mr  qu^ 
ftfon  ;  or  if  we  would  take  it  in  xhtfofi, 
it  mutt  be  divided  into  toe,  at  in  the 
paraph  rafe;  one  or  other  of  which  mp* 
pears  to  be  the  moft  probable  fenfc  a* 
toong  the  murierous  obfenre 
taiiunt  that  hare  been  given  of  this 
retie,  a  wy  large  toLLciTpOA  of  which 


T  E* 

is  made  by  EJr //«■,  mrtd  others. 

And  if  the  Lijl  ut1  tVrlb  htcrprct«tmi« 
be  admitted*  which  is  ftipntn-icd  hr 
cnticifira  In  GfoJfinj,  and  Dr.  Whitby^ 
then  the  relative  bt%  at  the  beginning o* 
tbe  wst  verfe*  ret vr a  to  tbtjfiirjtt  or  to 
vcr.  4  as  working  by  him.  But 
which  ever  of  the  fa:  ways  we  go  into 
for  em pi  sluing  xhe  vnrdi,  w*t  tki 
Serif  tyre  faff  teems  pot  to  refer  to  any* 
parricuW  palTage,  bet  to  the  doctrine 
of  the  Old  Tell  ament,  as  that  may  be 
gathered  fr**TO  many  places,  which  are 
rcuicd  by  P  treats. 


7  Submit  yew* 
fclvcj  thefclire 
to  God-  Refill 
the  dev  it  and 
he  will  fiee  from 
yw* 


r 


8  Draw  nigh 
to  God,  and  he 
wHi  dfaw  nigh 
to  you*  Cleanic 
ytur  hand«j  ye 
Unnerif  and  pu¬ 
rity  jrfwr  hearts 

ye  doable  mi □  ti¬ 
ed. 
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Pm;.  ill.  34.)  So  that  to  thole,  to  whom  he  has  given 
the  grace  of  humility^  he  gives  /till  more  grace  of  every 
kind,  according  to  their  wants  and  defires  ;  and  exalts 
them  in  his  favour,  and  in  the  eyes  of  all  good  mem 
(wr  10*) 

7,  In  humble  dependence  therefore  on  hi$  free  favour 
and  gracious  influence,  yield  themfelves  up,  with  an 
obediential  and  unreferved  fubje&ion,  to  the  guidance 
and  difpofals,  authority  and  will  of  God,  as  rrumfefted 
by  his  word  and  providence;  and  be  content  with 
fiich  things  as  ye  have*  Whatever  Batan  may  fugged 
againftthis;  or  whatever  a  item  pis  he  may  make  by 
his  fabric  devices^  or  fiery  darts,  to  difhearten  you  in, 
or  draw  you  oft' from,  the  way  of  duty,  give  no  place 
to  him;  ( Eph •  iv,  27*)  but  he ftong  m  the  Lord%  and 
in  the  power  ef  hit  mighty  and  pvt  on  the  whole  ar* 
maur  f  Cod ,  that  ye  may  bt  able  to  ivithftandt  and  rr- 
ftft  him  Jledfaftly  in  the  faith}  (Lph.  vi,  10.  11.  1 3. 
and  1 .  Fee.  v.  t>.)  and  be  will  flee  from  you,  like  a 
vatiquUhcd  enemy  that  dares  no  longer  to  encounter 
you* 

8*  And  as  ever  ye  would  cffe£tually  maintain  your 
ground,  prevail  again  ft  him,  and  get  rid  of  all  his 
temptations.  Be  earned  And  importunate  in  humble 
and  fiducial  approaches  to  God,-  through  Chrift,  011  a 
throne  of  Grace,  in  a  way  of  dutyy  and  he  will  certain¬ 
ly  come  near  to  you  in  a  way  of  mercy  and  faitbfutnefsj 
for  your  dire&ion,  relief  and  comfort,  according  to  his 
promife*  (Jer*  13*)  And  whereas  fume  among  ^ 

you  have,  through  the  fpggeftions  of  Satan  and  your 
own  evil  hearts,  become  grievous  Tinners  before  God, 
fee  that  you  wafh  your  hands  in  innocence,  and  fo  com- 
pafs  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  ( Pf  xxvi.  6.)  lifting  up  ho* 
ly  hands  in  your  prayers,  without  wrath  and  doubting  $ 
(r  Tim.  ii*  8-)  and  remember  that  M ye  regard 
ty  in  your  heart j,  the  Lord  will  not  hear  you*  {Pf  Ixvi* 

1 3.)  Beg  of  him  therefore  to  enable  you  to  clcanfc  your 
hands  from  violence  and  blood,  extortion  and  bribes, 
and  every  other  fin,  with  which  they  have  been  de¬ 
filed  :  and  to  purge  your  hearts  from  pride,  covetouf- 
nets,  envy,  and  the  whole  fource  of  iniquity,  which 
work  within  you,  that  ye  may  abhor,  renounce,  and 
utterly  depart  from  them  ;  and  may  be  fo-  thoroughly 
reformed  in  heart  and  life,  as  to  behave  no  longer  like 
double-minded  profefTors,  whofe  thoughts  and  Cervices 
are  divided  between  God  and  the  world,  {Chap*  i.  8. 
fee  the  paraphrafe  there* 


H 
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9  Be 

rdp  iiiid  mourn* 
mid  w*#p :  let 
Youriau^liter  be 
tnr  ned  totnourn- 
nnd  jonr 

Joy  ia  Jiavi^ 
ndf. 


10  Humble 
▼<ui r (VI v et J  i>  the 
ii^'it'iftheLord 
*:id  he  Jimll  lift 
jeu  up. 


rr  Speak  not 
evil  one  of  ano- 
t  It cr,  brethren. 
Me  that  fpeiik- 
rtli  evil  *t'  hit 
brother.  and 
j.tdircth  his  bn*- 
l!«*r  fp^aketh 
evil  of  the  lanr* 
^fid  jud^th  the 
l\'*t  but  if  thou 
^ict^e  the  ia^F# 
thnu  art  jvrt  a 
d;^r  of  the  1  aw# 
but  a  judge. 


1 2  There  \s 
one  lawgiver, 

who  Li  able  to 


The  EpiJIU  tif  Jam  e  &  paraphrajei*  33 

.  9,  In  ferious  reflection  upon  all  your  abominations* 
let  your  fouls  be  deeply  impreffed  with  penitential 
t  forrow*  as  thofc  that  Imcerdy  and  bitterly  lament*  and 
weep  over  them,  and  for  the  iniferies  they  have  brought 
upon  yon,  or  expofed  you  to;  Let  all  your  jollity,  mirth 
and  gaiety,  which  ye  have  lhamefully  indulged  in  gra¬ 
tifying  your  fenfual  appetites,  be  turned  into  ingenuous 
and  evangelical  mournings ;  and  all  your  carnal  pieafure 
into  a  religious  grief  and  fadnefs  of  heart,  on  account  of 
your  provocations,  and  for  fear  of  God's  judgements. 

xc.  in  this  manner,  by  yourfelvcs  at  the  foot  of  tiod 
with  tbe  lowefl  proftmtkm  and  fdf-abafenieru,  as  of¬ 
fenders  of  his  facred  Majelty,  and  with  an  affe&ing 
conviflton  that  he  knows  your  hearts  and  principally 
looks  at  them,  and  obferves  all  the  fecret  working$~o£ 

corruption,,  on  one  hand,  and  ofccu^ite  for  row  on  the 
other*  that  pafs  within  them;  And  he*  in  his  own 
time  and  way*  will  revive  your  drooping  fouls  with  a 
fenfe  of  his  pardoning*  and  with  recovering  grace; 
will  raife  you  up  above  all  your  fears  and  troubles*  tem¬ 
poral  and  fpiritualj  and  will  exalt  you  to  honour  a* 
mong  his  people  in  this  world,  and  to  immortal  glory 
in  the  world  to  come * 

1 1.  But  to  return  to  the  vices  of  the  tongue*  {Chap* 
iii,  5.  &c.)  Be  very  cautious,  my  brethren  in  the  Lord* 
of  cenfucing  and  reviling  one  another,  or  of  aggravat¬ 
ing  and  needled  y  expofing  each  other's  faults ;  and 
much  more  of  railing  and  propagating  falfe  reports  to 
the  prejudice  of  fellow  Chrifttans :  For  he  that  danders 
his  Chi iftian  brother*  to  whom*  as  fuch,  he  ought  to 
be  rnoft  kindly  affectionate,  and  that  takes  upon  him- 
fdf  ralhly  to  judge  and  condemn  him*  without  any  juft 
caufe*  or  for  things  which  are  lawful  to  him*  reproach¬ 
es  the  law  of  God  itfdf;  and  prafticatly  arraigns  and 
condemns  the  wifdom*  equity*  holinefs  and  goodnefs* 
both  of  the  law,  which  allows  of  the  things  he  con¬ 
demns*  and  of  the  law,  which  requires  him  to  love  bis 
neighbour  as  bimfelfy  (Chap.  \u  8.)  and  forbids  his^o- 

jng  up  and  down  as  a  taU-bearer  among  his  people  * 
(Lev.  xix.  rrt.}  and  raihly^WjfiJi.g  others,  left  be  him- 
Jr  If  be  Judged,  (Match,  vii.  i.)  But  if  any  of  you  pre¬ 
tend  tofet  up  for  cenfors  of  the  law  it  felt,  you  do  not 
aft  the  part  of  a  fubjeft  in  obeying  its  commands*  but 
afi'ume  to  yourfelf  the  authority  of  a  judge*  which  do 
not  belong  to  you. 

ji.  To  convince  you  of  (he  evil  of  this,  confiderthat 
there  is  only  one  author  and  giver  of  the  law,  and  none 
but  he  has  authority  to  enact  ami  execute  it,  relating 
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faver  and  to  de- 
ftroy,  TlTio  art 
thou  that  jwdg- 

•Jt  another  i 


tJ  Go  to  nov, 

J<  ihiii  fry,  to- 

dayort^ntorrow 

rsrc  will  go  int» 
ittch  a  ciijt  and 
continue  there 
a  yean  and  boy* 
and  fell,  and- get 

gaiar 


1 4  Whereat 
ye  know  not 
what  Jb  ilt  /v  on 
the  moiTow. 
fnreliat  h  your L 
life  l  Jt  it  even 
a  vapour  that 
appearttl]  for  a 
little  time,  and 
then  ranifliech 
*  way* 


r|  For  that 
Te  isught  to  fay, 
if  the  Lord  will* 
we  fliail  live 
and  do  tli is,  or 
that* 


The  Epijlh  flf  ]  a  Ji  B  *  p&r&pbrafid * 

to  religion  and  confidence  :  He  therefore  has  the  foie 
right  of  being  the  lord  and  judge  of  his  own  law  ;  and 
he  alone  is  able  to  diftribute  its  rewards  to  the  wrong¬ 
fully  accufcd,  in  a  temporal  and  eternal  falvation  ;  and 
its  punifhmenu  to  uncharitable  condemned,  in  prefen C 
and  everlafting  deitru&ion-  Who  then  are  you*  a  poor, 
Tain,  weak  and  fallible,  yea,  fulfill  creature,  chat  you 
Ihould  take  upon  you  to  judge  and  condemn  any  one, 
who  is  accountable  only  to  his  own  Lord  arid  Matter  r 
and  mutt.  be  fared,  or  loft  for  cm,  according  lo  the 
fentencc  he  (hall  pats  upon  him  f  (flini*  xiv*  4.} 

13*  Let  me  now  a  little  expottulate  with  tbofe  of  you 
that  are  fo  worldly-minded,  andfo  thoughtlefs  of  God 
and  his  providence,  as  to  promife  yourfetves  long  life 
and  profperity  upon  earth,  and  fay,  with  a  peremptory 
air  of  ftif-fuOic'icncy  and  independent  confidence,  we 
will  gS  to-day  or  tu-morrorf,  or  whenever  we  pleafe,  to 
this  Or  the  other  trading  city  j  and  there  we  will  ftay  a 
confiderabfc  time,  and  (if  need  be)  for  a  whole  year 
together,  and  purfuc  our  traffic  or  merchandize  in  buy* 
ing-  and  foiling  various  forts  of  goods,  and  fo  enrich 
ourfelves  by  our  own  wifdotn,  care  and  diligence* 

14,  This  is  all  prefumptuous,  irreligious,  not  to  fay 
atheittical  language,  in  the  hearts  or  mouths  of  fuch 
frail  mortals  as  ye  are,  who,  together  with  all  your  af¬ 
fairs,  are  in  a  precarious  fituarion,  ever  liable  to  mun- 
be  Fiefs  disappointments,  and  entirely  dependent  on  the 
fovereign  will  and  providence  of  God,  and  know  not 
what  a  day  may  bring  forth,  what  turn  your  circutn* 
lbnccfr  may  take,  or  whether  ye  yourfdves  fliould  be  in 
the  land  of  the  living  another  day  :  For,  pray  confidcr, 
what  is  your  life  itfeif,  that  ye  Ihould  talk  with  fuch 
confident  a  flu  ranee  of  wbat  yc  will  do  for  time  to  come? 
Ye  have  no  focurity  for  any,  the  lead  continuance  of 
it,  which  may  fuddenly  and  unawares  be  cut  off  3 
much  lefs  can  yc  be  fure  of  opportunity  and  ability  to 
eompafs  your  defigns,  one  day  or  moment  beyond  the 
prefent*  Your  breath  fo  in  your  nottrils,  and  your  life, 
with  all  thrit  depends  upon  it  relating  to  this  world,  may 
welt  be  compared  to  a  fleeting  vapour,  which  rifos  from 
the  earth  or  from  waterr  and  is  viiikle  for  a  little  while, 
and  then  fo  immediately  fcactertd  and  loft  in  the  atmo¬ 
sphere,  and  is  fecit  no  more* 

jj.  A  contrary  way  of  thinking  and  fpeaking  there¬ 
fore  becomes  you*  and  whatever  fc hemes  or  projefts 
Ye  have  formed,  and.  would  purfuc,  it  ought  always  to 
fee  with  this  humble  and  neceflary  previ/b^  if  it  (halt 
pleafe  God  to  favour  our  views,  we  fhalJ  continue  in 
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16  But  now 

ye  rejoice  in 

AH  fiwh  rejoi* 
ciug  is  evil. 


17  Therefore 
to  him  that 

kiowdth  to  do 
good,  suid  doth 
k  not,  to  him 
it  ij  fin. 


life  For  difeharging  the  duties  of  our  ftations  j  and  then, 
in  a  dependence  on  his  guidance,  alfi  fiance  and  blefling, 
we  intend  to  traofact  this  and  the  other  bulmeft,  which 
by  hb  w ill  we  may ;have  opportunity  and  ability-  to  engage 
in  \  (tilt  leaving  evems  with  him,  who  is  our  lifty  apd 
the  length  of  our  ihtji ;  in  lubofc  hand  is  our  breathy 
and  who/*  arc  ail  our  ways,  (Dcut.  xxx*  20,  and 
Dan.  v.  23*) 

16,  But  now,infteadofulkiDgmthi$humblecrea- 
turely  and  Chrt  Ilian*  like  (train,  ifhich  is  To  honourable 
to  God^  and  fu  Stable  to  your  It  ate  of  tin  worth]  nefs,  and 
of  intire  dependence  upon  him  for  life  and  breathy  and 
all  things  9  (A£ks  xvii.  ay*)  Thofc  of  you  that  leave 
him  out  of  your  thoughts,  and  of  your  fecular  employ* 
mtntSjin  the  manner  but  now  mentioned, glory  ia  your 
own  fuGicigncy,  which  ye  fpealt:of.  with  a  boafting  air 
of  felf- confidence,  ,  Alas  !  all  ftRS i  fort  of  glorying  is 
very  fharaeful;  it  is  abominable  and  foaltfh,  injurious 
to  yourfelvea,  and  a  bad  example  to  others ;  and  is  ex¬ 
ceeding  fuifui  and  aiTVonuve  to  God,  vibofc  kingdom 
rates  over  all :  (Pf.  cut.  19.)  And  were  ye  to  rcflefl: 
ferioufly  upon  it,  your  own  confcienccs,  as  profefling 
C h rift i ins,  could  not  but  tell  you  that  it  is  fo. 

17*  This  therefore  b  a  high  aggravation  of  your 
crime,  (ince  in  this,  as  well  as  all  other  cafes,  the  man 
who  knows  what  is  right  and  good,  acceptable  to  God, 
and  fuiuble  to  the  relation  he  (lands  in  to  him,  and 
yet  a  Sts  in  direct  contradiction  to  his  light,  thereby 
renders  his  fin  abundantly  greater  and  more  jnexcul- 
ablc  and  felf' condemning  than  theirs  who  do  the  fame 
thing,  but,  through  mere  ignorance,  have  no  notion  of 
the  evil  of  it,  to  reftrain  them  from  it;  and  the  Tinner, 
againft  the  convictions  of  his  own  confdence,  fhaJI  be 
more  feverely  puiiiOied  than  others  in  the  great  day  of 
account.  (See  Lukexib  4^.  48.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

Alas  !  What  dreadful  work  dnthelufts  of  pride,  covetoufncls  and  envy  make 
in  the  world  !  Hence  proceed  wars,  and  all  manner  of  difeords  that  are  deftruc- 
tivc  to  civil  and  rehgious  foctety,  and  to  a  man's  own  foul;  They  carry  him  in¬ 
to  wicked  drfres  and  attempts,  which  can  turn  to  no  good  account ;  and  ei¬ 
ther  make  him  calt  off  prayer,  or  preveht  its  ends  ill  aifcing  temporal  advanta¬ 
ges,  that  he  may  gratify  his  own  corruptions,  iriflead  of  glorifying  God,  and 
doing  good  With  them.  No  wonder,'  that  fiich  carnal  prayers  are  not  anfwer- 
cd.— O  what  an  enemy  to  God,  and  adulterous  difhfTcCiton  to  him  in  profoflors 
of  his  name,  h  aa  execlfive  fon  chiefs  for  any  thing  of  this  world  J  Hoivjqflly 
doth  tlve  icripturc  condemn  this  fmful  temper,  which  naturally  works  in  us ! 
And  how  contrary  is  it  to  the  fuggeftkm;;  a:id  influences  of  the  Ho'y  Spirit, 
who  dwells  in  true  believers,  and  freely  gives  grace,  with  all  needful  incrcafea 
of  it  to  humble  folds;  but  rejefHthe  proud  with  abhorrence  anddiidam  ! 
uufiutabk  to  our  ereatuivly  dependence  aud  Chvi&iau  character  is  it,  to  form 
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and  profocute  fchcmri  for  this  worlds  without  a  religious  feniicof*  and  depend¬ 
ence  upon  the  providence  of  God,  as  if  our  times  and  the  fuccefc  of  our  affairs 
lay  in  our  own  hands,  though  life  itfelfis  but  as  a  vapour  that  foon  vaniftm  a- 
way  !  3u rely  ere ry  thing  ought  to  be  undertaken  with  an  eye  to  God  aud  fiib- 
mr.iiTjon  to  his  will.  A  contrary  way  of  thinking  and  talking  is  a  vain  glorious 
boaft,  d : (honourable  to  God »  and  injurious  to  ourfclm  and  others*  It  is  in¬ 
deed  a  fcandal  to  the  Chriftian  name*  that  all  or  any  of  the  forementioned  im¬ 
pieties  Ibould  be  found  among  gofpcl  profeffbra  ;  and  it  is  a  high  aggravation 
of  thrir  fin  to  go  againft  the  light  of  their  own  confciences  in  practicing  them, 
O  bow  eameft  flioutd  we  be  in  our  addreflea  to  God  for  his  grace  to  enable  ns 
to  ftihmit  to  hi*  commanding  and  difpofing  will,  and  in  bewailing  our  iniquities, 
and  humbling  ourfelves  before  him  for  them  !  And  what  encouragement  have 
we,  in  this  way*  to  hope  for  his  reviving  prcfcnce  and  liftings  up  [  And  if,  in  a 
dependence  on  divine  ftrength,  we  refill  the  temptations  of  the  devil*  he  will 
find  us  too  hard  for  him,  and  flee*  like  a  conquered  enemy*  before  us*  But 
how  cautious  (hmild  we  be  never  to  imitate  his  temper,  and  give  him  an  advan¬ 
tage  over  ust  by  ftandering*  cenfuring  and  condemning  our  Chriftian  brethren 
for  little  things,  or  things  that  may  be  allowable  in  them  !  This  is  to  fet  up  for 
judges*  inftead  of  obeyers  of  the  law ;  and  is  a  violation  of  its  requirements  to 
love  them  as  ourfelves is  an  invafum  of  God's  prerogative,  who  alone  is 
able  effectually  to  vi nfast  its  authority :  O  may  it  be  unto  our  falvation,  and 
not  to  our  deft  ruction 


CHAP.  V. 

The  apofile  denounces  the  judgements  of  God  again/  the  rich  unhefiev * 
ing  Je+vS)  who  defr auded  the  poor ,  and  lived  in  luxury  and  epprejji- 
on,  i — 6.  Exhorts  the  Jewi/b  believers  to  patience  and  meekne/s 
under  their  tribulations^  which  would  foon  have  an  end,  7— it. 
Cautions  them  again/  rafb  /wearing,  ia.  Recommends  prayer  in 
affiiRed,  and  praifi  in  profperous  circumftance sf  13.  Pre/cnbes 
prayer  and  anointing  with  oil  for  a  miraculous  recovery  of  the  Jtck * 
14*  15*  Directs  private  Cbnftians  to  mutual  con/ effort  ef  their 
faults,  and  mutual  prayer ,  16—18.  And Jhews  the  happinefs  of 
being  in/rumental to  the  converjion  <f  a fnner,  19.  20, 


Text, 


Paraphrase. 


O  to  now 
\T  re  rich 
men,  weep,  and 
bowl  for  your 
miferfej  that 
fhall  «omc  up- 
•ajw 


O  M  £  now,  ye  carnal  unbelieving  Jews,  who 
V_J  abound  in  worldly  wealth,  and  neither  have, 
nor  defire  a  better  portion  than  the  things  of  this  life, 
let  me  ferioufly  and  dofely  reafon  with  you  about  the 
evil  and  danger  of  your  ways  :  Ye,  of  all  others,  have 
the  great  eft  canfe  for  bitter  forrow,  even  to  floods  of 
tears  and  howling  lamentation,  which  ye  mult  foon  be 
forced  to  go  into,  on  account  of  the  terrible  calami¬ 
ties  of  every  kind,  that  are  ready  to  fall  upon  you,  on- 

lefc 
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3  TTourriehei 
are  corrupted, 
and  yonr  gar¬ 
ments  an  ranch 
eaceu- 


3  Tout  gold 
and  fifrerucafi' 
kered;  and  tbe 
ruft  of  them 
ill  all  be  a  vit- 

tt  eft  again  It  you, 

and  (ball  cat 
your  flclh  as  it 
u«rc  fire  i  ye 
have  heaped 
treafiire  toge¬ 
ther  finr  the  Lift 
days* 


4  Behold  the 

litre  of  the  U* 

bmiren,  which 

luve  reaped 

down  your  field* 
which  h  of  you 
kept  back  by 


2e&  you  be  brought  to  repentance ;  and  will  overtake 
you  wherdbever  ye  be  fcattered,  and  bereave  you  of  all 
year  earthly  enjoyments,  and  of  life  hfcJf,  in  tbe  ge¬ 
neral  deftra&ion  of  your  nation ;  *  and  will  be  follow¬ 
ed  with  mu  mote  dreadful  miferiea  in  an  eternal 
hell. 

a.  Tour  ill-gotten  and  ill-managed  treafures  are 
canker'd  at  the  root}  fuch  of  them  as  con  lift  of  com 
and  other  fruits  of  tbe  earth)'  are  hoarded  up,  till  they 
rot  and  putrify,  and  bring  rottennefs  into  your  very 
fouls  i  and  fuch  as  con  lift  of  your  wardrobes  are  laid  by, 
'till  they  he  eaten  up  of  moths,  and  will  ftsnd  you  in 
no  ftead ;  but,  like  a  gnawing  worm,  will  torment  your 
eonfciencfs  for  ever. 

j.  Tour  abundance  of  gold  and  filver  lies  rulUngiq 
your  bags  and  coffers,  inftead  of  being  employed  lor 
the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  ofpthers,  and  will  (bon 
be  as  worthlefs  and  u  kiefs*  as  Ofd-rufty  iron,  to  your 
fore  difappointmeut  and  vexation,  and  will  not  profit 
you  in  the  day  of  wrath  >  (Prov.  xj,  4,)  and  the  (inful 
methods  ye  have  taken  to  get  and  difpole  of  them  will 
bring  the  word  of  all  rufts  upon  them  $  will  tefttfy  a- 
gain?!  you  as  covetous  lUtfers,  that  deferre  tbe  fcvercft 
indignation  of  the  juft  and  holy  God;  and  the  guilt  ye 
contrail  thereby  will  prey  upon  your  bodies,  as  well  as 
fouls,  in  the  fiery  delbhtion  that  will  eonfume  yon  in 
this  world,  and  in  the  unquenchable  fire  in  the  world 
to  come.  Yt  have  been  laying  up  goods  in  ftore  for 
many  years,  with  vain  hopes  of  finding  comfort  in  them 
at  the  latter  part  of  a  long  life  i  but,  in  reality,  it  has 
been  only  heaping  them  up,  as  fpoils  for  your  enemies, 
in  the  deftrudiou  of  the  Jewifh  nation,  and  will  ulti¬ 
mately  prove  to  lie  a  dreadful  treajur  'ing  tip  of  mr &th% 
agatnft  tbe  day  of  v>ratht  and  revelation  of  tie  righte¬ 
ous  judgement  of  Cod,  &c.  (Rom.  ii.  5.) 

4.  Behold,  with  horror  aftonifli  merit,  what  all  your 
gains  by  griping  and  oppreffive  means  are  come  to  ! 
The  juft  wages  of  die  poor  labourers,  who  have  reaped , 
your  corn  with  the  fweat  of  their  brows,  which  ye 
nave  fraudulently  with-holden,  direftly  contrary  to  the 
law  of  God,  (Lev.  xhc,  13.  and  Devt,  xxiv.  ij.)  is  a 

C  3  crying 

T  F. 

oh  ft  mate  infidelity  aiy<1  other  ?ni  quit ic% 
Wut  ai  tikit  was  ;m  awftVI  fpecimefa  of 
divine  vmt),  which  fliiuittl  be  poured 
out  upon  tli cm  1a  the  world  to  cmnr* 
xn  may,  wub  good  prosier  yt  carry 
the  view  forward  in  Hie  final  re  decant® 
thfn  will  be  executed  upon  sill  impeni- 
t cut  buyers  at  the  groat  Aiy* 


N  O 

*  Tbtttpnftle  in  this  and  Hie  follow¬ 
ing  verfc*  apparently  points  it  Hu  day* 

of  Yore  deftrudttan,  that  wore  then  fonn 
10  come  upon  the  Ji  utrfe  jianop,  not 
only  in  Jitdra,  but  afterward  with  wider 
extent  through  diftant  eotufttrtet,  by 
the  ravage*  of  the  kawattt,  in  the  woy 
*fGo4**  ludiremriiUj  lor  their 
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fraud#  crirth  : 

ao4  the  cries  nf 

them  which 
have  rtapcd,art 
entered  into  tbc 
ears  of the  Lord 
ofTabaoth* 


5  Ye  have  [\+ 
ved  in  plcafur* 
oh  the  earthy 
and  been  wan¬ 
ton.  ;  ye  have 
no  unite  d  \our 
hearts  at  in  a 
<fny  of  {Laugh ' 
Ur.  * 


6  Ye  have  can- 
demntri  tiuJ  kih 
led  thcjuil  ;  and 
he  doth  uot  re- 
£it  you. 

h  "  ■ 


7  Be  patient 
thci‘cforer  bre- 

imU)  ihe 
^Cfirotng  nf  the 
lord,  BrhnlH* 
tlic  1)  ulbdiuiinan 
for  thv 
j  tree  ions  frutr  of 
the  earth*  and 
luith  lo^p;  pati¬ 
ence  tor  it,  rtfti- 
til  he  receive 
tiie  earty  ajitt 

j"  liter  rain* 

Hi  -  ,  ■  ■  ■ 


crying  Gn,  which,  like  the  blood  of  Abrft  calls  aloud 
to  heaven  for  jufttce  to  bp  {hewn  onto  their  relief,  and 
your  punifhrocnt :  Exod*  xxii  23.  Jfa*  v.  7.  and  Ha - 

bak*  iu  11.)  And  'the  mournful  complaints  of  thofej 
who  with  toil  and  labour  have  gathered  in  your  ha  nr  eft, 
are  come  up  as  a  memorial  for  them,  and  again  (t  you, 
before  the  Lord  of  Holts,  who  hears  their  cries,  and 
whofe  kingdom  rules  over  all,  to  right  the  injured,  and 
take  vengeance  on  their  oppreflbrs. 

5.  Ye,  like  the  rich  man  in  the  gofpel,  [I uke+  xvi* 
19.)  have  fared  fumptuouGy  every  day,  and  indulged 
your  luxurious  appetites,  as  if  all  happineft  lay  in  fen* 
fual  pleafures  upon  the  earth;  and  have  gone  into  a 
merry  and  hfeivious  courfc  of  life :  Ye  have  rioted  upon 
the  bounties  of  Providence,  with  as  much  gluttony  and 
profufenefs,  as  though  every  day  were  a  feftiva!,  in 
Which  many  beads  are  (lain  for  facriftccs  to  be  fcafted 
upon  tfith  jollity  by  the  offerers  and  their  friends. 
{Prov*  viu  14.  and  I/a.  xxii*  13.)  But  in  all  this  ye 
have  been  fattening  yourfelvcs,  like  fheep  for  the  day 
of  ilau^hter,  which  is  at  hand,  when  the  yticked  /ball 
pcrijbi  end  th -■  enemies  .(f  the  Lord  /halt  be  amfvmd 
as  the  fat  of  lambs y  (& c.  Pf  xrxvii.  ao.) 

6*  Nay,  over  and  above  all  this,  ye,  like  thofe  of 
your  own  countrymen  that  procured  the  condemnation 
and  death  of  tfte  Lord  Jelus,  who  is  (rwimuM)  by 
way  of  eminence  the  holy  mid  juft  enr,  (A£U  ill*  14.  and 
vii.  52.)  have,  under  pretended  forms  of  law,  peifecu* 
ted  as  many  righteous  fervams  of  his  to  death  as  ye 
could  get  into  your  power;  And  ye  have  done  this  to 
the  holy  profdibrs  of  his  name,  who,  like  him,  never 
pflVrcd  the  leatt  violence  to  pppofe  or  injure  you.  But 
God,  who  has  hitherto  excrcifed  long  forbearance  to¬ 
ward  you,  will  certainly  efpoufe  their  caufc,  and  avenge 
the  quarrd  of  his  covenant  upon  you* 

7.  Theft:  are  trying  difpenfations  of  providence  to 
you,  my  Chriitimi  brethren  %  hut  Cod  permits,  and 
over- rules  them  for  the  exercife  and  improvement  of 
your  faith  and  patience,  (ch.  i.  3.  4;  and  1  Pet.  i.  6. 7.) 
And  therefore,  though  it  be  ever  fo  unrighteous  in 
your  enemies  to  bring  tribulations  upon  you,  yc  ought 
to  bear  them  without  murmuring  at  the  holy  hand  that 
Cod  has  in  them,  and  with  all  long-fuffering  meek* 
nefs  and  Chrlftian  fortitude,  till  the  Lord  Jtfos  (hall 
come  xo  execute  judgement  on  the  Jewitb  nation,  and 
deliver  you  nut  of  their  power ;  or  flial]  come  by  death 
To  rid  you  of  all  the  troubles  of  ibis  life,  as  he  certain¬ 
ly  will  in  his  time,  how  great  or  many  fuever  they  he. 

M  ■  P  ,  r  ,  !_  '  J  *  -  y\  A 


ft*  V* 


? 


E  Be  ye  alfo 
paticui  i  itabliJii 
your  hearu :  lor 

tbe  cooing  of 
tbc  Lord  dray- 
#th  nigb. 


9  Gmdge  not 
ftneagainlt  ano¬ 
ther,  brethren, 
left  ye  be  con¬ 
demned  : behold 
thejud^ettand- 
eth  before  the 
door* 


10  Tak^oy 
brethren,  #  the 
prophet*,  who 
Lave  fpoken  ia 
the  name  ot'the 
J>5rd,  for  an  en- 
aiupie  of  fufTer- 
ing  ulli^tiuiif 
nod  uf  paiiencft 


Tbt  Epijils  e/  J  i  U  £  (  paraphrafed.  3, 

xxxiv,  19,)  Obferve,  for  your  inftru£rion  and  i* 
miration,  that  the  farmer,  when  he  {burs  his  feed)  does 
not  immediately  expert  a  crop,  but  quietly  waits  a 

{ great  while  for  the  proper  fcafon  of  reaping  the  excel* 
ent  produce  of  the  earth  ;  and  continues  with  patient 
hope  for  it,  till,  by  the  blcfling  of  Heaven,  he  be  fa¬ 
voured  with  fitch  early  rains,  as  may  be  needful  for 
bringing  up  the  corn;  and  with  fuch  after  rains,  as 
(hall  bring  it  to  maturity,  and  plump  the  ear  for  the 
harveft* 

8.  In  like  manner,  yc,  waiting  for  heavenly  dews  to 
foil  upon  you,  ought  to  pollefs  your  fouls  ia  patience, 
tiil  ye  receive  the  happy  fruits  of  your  labours  and  fuf- 
ferings,  and  to  maintain  a  Pedate  and  fettled  temper  of 
fpirit,  a  ttedfoft  faith  and  holy  refolutioa  for  God  and 
gocHjnds,  under  all  prefent  difficulties*  And  yejieed 
not  wax  weary  andfaint  in  your  minds,  becaufe  ye  have 
not  yet  received  the  deliverance  which  ye  hoped  for  ; 
but  may  allured ly  conclude  that  it  will  not  be  long  be* 
fore  it  be  brought  to  you For  the  fig  rial  coming  of 
Chrift,  with  power  and  great  glory,  to  the  deftruftion 
of  the  unbelieving  Jews,  and  the  deliverance  of  his 
people  from  all  their  cruel  perfections,  which  he  fore* 
told ;  {Luke  xxi.  21,  27*}  and  the  time  of  your  com* 
plete  redemption  from  all  the  calamities  of  this  life* 
battens  apace,  and  is  near  approaching. 

9*  Upon  thefe  comfortable  confiderations,  take  heed, 
my  perfeciited  brethren,  of  groaning  out  your  com- 
plaints,  {/**  through  envy,  fretfulnefo  and  de- 

fire  of  revenge  again (l  thofe  of  your  nation,  chat  op* 
prefs  yoa  ;  or  againft  thofc  of  your  profcfTmg  fellow 
Chriftian*,  that  are  lefo  obnoxious  to  tbeir  rage,  as  too 
much  favouring  their  darling  notions  of  a  temporal 
Meifiah,  left  any  of  you  be  condemned  for  your  impa¬ 
tient  murtnurings  and  uncharitable  cen  fares  i  force- 
hold,  the  Lord  jefas,  the  great  Judge  of  all,  is  juft  at 
hand,  as  ready  to  recompenfe  tribulation  to  thofe  that 
trouble  jgu,  hie  faithful  difciples ;  and  to  give  you  reft 
from  all  your  grievances  :  (2  Thtjf  i.  6* 7*)  And  there* 
fore  ye  may  calmly  refer  the  iflues  of  all  your  troubles 
to  him,  in  confidence  that  he  will  foon  appear  fur  your 
help,  andfave  you* 

10,  To  encourage  you  hereunto,  let  me  intreat  you, 
my  dear  Chriftian  brethren,  to  refleft  upon  the  beha¬ 
viour  of  the  antient  infpired  and  holy  prophets  under 
their  fore  trials,  who  were  beloved  of  God,  and  faith¬ 
fully  delivered  their  mefiages  ro  the  people  in  his  name, 
by  commifton  from  him ,  let  them  be  called  to  mind, 

C4 


C1i.  v» 


1 1  Brhdld,  we 
count  thcmhiLp- 
PJ  wbicU  ci;- 
dure.  Veh^vc 
heard  of  the  pa¬ 
tience  i>f  Job, 

and  have  fecit 
the  end  of  t1*e 
l.ord !  that  die 
I,ord  i*  very  pi¬ 
tiful  and  of  ten¬ 
der  mercy* 


i  i  Bat  above 
all  thtups*  my 
brethren,  fwear 
Hoi,  neither  hy 
heaven,  neither 
by  tUc  earth, 
neither  by  any 
other  oath :  bat 
let  yvur  yea  be 
yea;  and 
i)ayT  nay;  left 
yc  fall  into  epa- 
titumaxioii* 
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as  noble  examples,  for  your  fupport  in  fullering  perfe- 
cutions,  sod  for  your  imitation  in  patiently  enduring 
them  with  an  entire  fubrmffion  to  the  will  of  the 
Lord* 

1 1 ,  Behold,  what  judgement  we  who  believe  make  of 
the  afflictions  of  the  children  of  God.  We  are  fo  far  from 
thinking  them  miserable,  or  out  of  favour  with  him, 
on  this  account,  that  we  efteem  and  call  them  happy 
creatures,  who  arc  enabled  to  bear  them  with  religna- 
tion,  faith,  and  patience \  {chap*  i.  2*3,  f2*)  and  fo 
arc  chajiened  of  the  Lord  for  their  profit ,  th at  they  may 
be  partakers  of  his  halinefs ,  and  afterwards  reap  the 
peaceable  fruits  of  righuoufnsfs  from  a  falsified  life 
of  thtpi,  {Heb*  xii*  io.ir.)  and  at  iaib  may  be  eter¬ 
nally  faved.  {Mattb*  x,  22.)  To  give  you  a  remarkable 
indance  of  this  fort,  which  ye,  as  conver&nu  with  the 
writings  of  the  Old  Teftamenr,  cannot  be  ignorant  of* 
Ye  have,  doubtlefs  heard  of  the  patient  behaviour  of 
Joh,  that  dear  and  eminent  fervant  of  the  Lord,  with 
what  humble  fubmiflion  and  becoming  acknowledge¬ 
ments  of  God,  {Job  i.  21.  and  iu  10,)  he  endured  a 
complication  of  the  lieavieft  calamities,  which  Provi¬ 
dence  brought  upon  him  for  the  trial  and  exemplary 
proof  of  his  integrity  \  and  ye  mull  needs  have  known 
what  a  gracious  and  happy  ifliie  the  Lord  gave  unto  them 
all,  in  not  only  delivering  him  out  of  them,  but  alfo 
in  manifefting  himfelf  to  him  in  an  extraordinary  man¬ 
ner,  with  high  teflimonics  of  his  approbation  of  him, 
and  in  re  ft  or  i  it  g  to  him,  with  rich  advantage,  double 
of  all  that  he  had  loft,  {chap,  xlii.)  'Ye  hereby  evidently 
fee  that  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  infinitely  a* 

bounding  companion,  and  is  proper fr,  like  one 

whofe  bowels  of  love  and  pity  are  moved  within  him, 
to  (hew  the  tendered  mercy  to  them  that  fear  him,  in 
upholding  them  under,  and  carrying  them  through,  and 
giving  them  bleffad  fruits  of  all  their  trials  and  afflic¬ 
tions* 

12.  But  there  is  one  flagrant  fin,  mv  brethren,  which 
the  infidel  Jews  are  abominably  addi&cd  tf^nnJ  1  would 
in  a  fpecial  manner,  and  above  ail  others  that  men  are 
apt  tp  fail  inro,  through  an  impatient  temper,  warn 
you  aguinft,  as  exceeding  a ftVomive,  di (honourable  and 
provoking  tQ  the  great  God,  and  as  every  way  ynpnw 

fit  a  hie  in  itfelff  and  utterly  mconfiflent  with  the  Chri- 
flinn  character*  What  I  mean  is,  that  ye  would  never 
dare  to  go  into  talh  and  impious  curling  and  (wearing 
in  a  paflioi);  or  in  common  converUtion,  by  putting 


Ch.T» 
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an  oath  before  alltbat  ye  fay*.  Let  no  provocation  caufe 
you  ta  fwear  profanely  ;  nor  let  any  oath  be  ever  ufed 
onnecefTarily  at  all,  either  by  heaven,  which  is  God’s 
throne,  or  by  the  earth,  which  is  bis  footftool ;  {Mottb* 
v.  34.  35»)  t  or  by  any  other  oath,  which,  whatever 
be  pretended,  is  in  effett  fwearing  by  the  creator  of  all 
-things,  whether  his  name  be  exprcfsly  mentioned  or 
not.  But  let  your  converfation  be  fo  evidently,  difpaf- 
fionate,  hone  it  and  upright,  that  a  plain  affirmation  or 
denial,  fiieh  as  a  bare  yes  or  no,  may  be  fufficient  to 
gain  an  entire  credit  to  what  ye  lay,  left  ye  hill  under 
the  condemnation  of  fuch  as  take  Cod's  name  in  vans, 
( Exsd .  xx.  7.)  or  of  being  either  falfe  hearted  profef- 
fors  on  one  hand,  or  downright  infidels  on  the  other, 
rj  is  say  a-  13,  As  to  your  deportment  in  adverfity  and  profpe- 
nuiug  yoiiaffljc-  rjty^  jf  any  0f  j,oli  ^  jn  aff]tcled  circumftancea,  which 

P*ay.  is  an™  often  the  lot  of  God's  own  people,  let  him  betake 
m«rry J  i^tbiia  himfdf  to  lolemn  and  fervent  prayer  for  relief :  If,  on 
ii:ig  pfaiau.  the  contrary,  any  of  you  be  furrounded  with  the  blef- 

fings  of  providence  and  grace,  to  the  joy  of  his  heart, 
let  him  give  a  iacred  vent  to  his  grateful  fendments,  in 
cheerful- thanlfgivings  and  praifes  to  the  God  Of  all  bis 
mercies,  which  may  be  very  fuitably  exprefled,  by 
linging  forth  the  honours  of  bis  gracious  name  in  pfalma 
and  fpiiitual  fongs,  Thefe  duties,  which  are  indeed 
to  have  their  turns  through  our  whole  lives,  are  cfpe- 
cially  fealonable  in  thote  refpeclive  Aerations, 

14 1*  any  Cel:  14.  If  there  be  any  one  among  you  that  labours  nn- 

among  you?  Wt  jer  ^  diftemper,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  infli£l» 

ci"~r*  of r  the  *d  upon  him  for  Ibme  remarkable  fin,  (ver.  15.  com* 
<  hmxh ;  and  l«  pared  with  i  Ccr.  xi.  30.  fee  the  note  there)  let  him 
tUem  pr»y  oyer  <iefirc  the  officers  of  the  church,  and  efpecially  fuch  of 
him,  arointing  them  as  arc  endued  with  miraculous  gifts,  to  come  to* 

torn  imu  oil,  m  ...  .  ,  *  1 .  r  •  li 

i:se  name  of  the  gather }  and  let  them  pray  with,  or  over  him  fuiuble 

Lord*  tO 

NOTES* 

‘  The  werd*,  rendered  ateve  all  cuftom  of  prefix ijy;  an  oath,  in 
***”£/  {*?*  literally  fijcoify  be*  mo  a  con  verfatioiij  iq  all  that  i*  affirm* 

/  r<r;  all ;  ajul  may  refer  to  the  profane  ed,  or  denied* 

t  The  J  avj  of  this  age  were  notori-  re  ail  pro  fine  fwearing  in  common  rnn- 
™»'ly  guilty ofpro fane  fv earing  vcrliition,  that  Chnft  there#  tml  nur  i- 

not  always  by  explicitly  nkcntioDin^  pofttc  here^  fo  carwilljf  re  mo  ultra  tei  a- 
the  uame  of  (?$/,  ytt  by  one  or  other  of  gain  ft  them.  But  this  is  no  argument 
hh  c/ datura*  which  they  did  not  reck*  a  gain  it  yaking  a  folcmii  oath  before  a 
on  10  be  binding  upon  them ;  battrhicb  magiftratc,  or  in  a  court  of  judicature, 
our  f^rd  told  them  was,  in  effect;  on  important  occafioos ;  provided  It  be 
iWearuig  by  the  God  himfclf  who  made  only  by  the  name  of  G*i,  according  to 
them-  (fee  the  note  on  AtiffA*  v*  34.)  his  command,  (  fee  Dtul*  vL  13*  and 

and  it  Item*  to  bo  with  a  f pc  trial  refer*  5*  10  and  l fa*  Lsv,  and  the  note  oa 

fnce  iq  thefe  forts  of  oaths,  4$  well  at  Ht:\  vi.  16.} 


o».? 
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19  And  the 
prayer  of  faith 
frail  fare  the 
tick'  and  the 
Lord  Iball  raii’e 
biro  up;  and  if 
ha  have  com- 
niitted  Go^they 
frail  bcforutveii 
hiin- 


to  his  cafe,  and  lay  their  bands  upon  him ;  (Atari  r?L 
18.)  and,  as  a  fign  of  healing  virtue,  anoint  him  with 
oil  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Lord  Je- 
fus,  according  to  his  appointment,  (Mark  vi,  13.  fee 
the  note  there)  calling  upon  him  to  exert  bis  divine 
power  for  anlWcring  the  Jjgnal  by  an  effectual  cure 
15*  And  the  prayer  that  is  offered  up  by  the  elders 
and  the  fickperfon,  (Mark  v,  34,  and  x.  52*  and  JQj 
xiv,  9.  10.)  with  faith  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  with 
a  particular  extraordinary  dependence  on  his  power  for 
a  performance  of  what  is  humbly  a  Iked  of  him,  fhall 
be  owned  and  fucceeded  in  the  Lord’s  delivering  the  pa¬ 
tient  from  death,  and  recovering  him  to  a  ftate  of  health 
and  flrengrh  :  And  if  any  particular  fins  have  been  the 
immediate  occafion  of  his  difeafe,  they  fhall  be  forgi¬ 
ven  him  ;  in  token,  or,  at  leaft,  as  an  emblem  of  which 
the  fickoefs  fhall  bo- removed  5  and,  through  his  own 
faith  in  the  blood  of  Chrift  for  the  remifBon  of  them, 
they  fhall  be  pardoned  as  to  the  eternal  a$  well  as  tem¬ 
poral  puniihraent  which  they  bad  deferved  and  expo- 
fed  him  to. 


lS  CoofitfsjSarr 
fruit*  one  va 
another*  and 
pray  one  for  an¬ 
other,  tliat  ye 

jnay  be  heated. 

The  cflcdtu&l 

ferveot  prajer 

of  a  rigbtcoui 

man  avspietb 
tumch. 


16.  As  to  your  brotherly  behaviour  in  common,  be 
ready  on  alt  occaGons  to  acknowledge  any  offences  that 

Je  have  given  one  to  another,  according  to  our  Mdled 
word's  own  direction  ;  (Matth.  v.  23.  24.  fee  the  note 
there)  or  if  there  be  any  Gns  that  lie  upon  your  000- 
fcicnces,  under  a  fenfe  of  their  being  the  reafon  of 
God's  contending  with  you  in  the  way  of  his  judge* 
ments,  unbofom  yourfelves  in  ftee  and  humble  confef- 
fions  of  them  one  to  another,  as  Chriftian  brethren, 

that  yc  may  fympathife  with,  and  know  what  to  ztk. 
of  God  for  each  other  by  turns,  as  occaGons  require  f  ; 

and 


notes: 


*  Aattittrng  with  «/  was  in  ordi* 
fiance  lor  t)i e  tn}r.xnfottf  cure  of  lack 
pnibns  {  Wv.ri  vi,  ^  >  hut  fmcethufe 

extraordinary  gifts  arc  ceafcd,  as  be¬ 
ing  no  longer  Bcctfffnry  for  the  Fnfir- 
motion  ol' the  gofpef  ottr  faith,  in  the 
common  courfc  of  things,  hat  now  no 
warrant  fornfing  that  ceremony :  irnich 

left  doth  wUat  u  hero  fa kl  about  it 


give  any  countenance  to  thepapifts  fa* 
cramcot  o K  extreme  untffon,  which  they 
admin ifter,  not  with  oil  only*  but  with 
oil  and  fpittle;  and  ihntt  not  for  the 
rtttvery  if  the  fick*  but  for  a  pretended 
fffrfatiQ*  fram  the  fivi  of  thofe,  that 
are  in  the  very  article  of  death*  or  pall 
hope  of  recovery.  (Yid-  Par.  in  loc,) 


f  Cinfefs  yistr  fjutlti  Qnt  to  another^ 
and  prat  on t  far  another^  feem  « 
to  relate  to  the  duty  that  If  to 
pmcatly  exercifcd  between  private 
Chn  fit  arts  t  in  djftmfticm  from  what  was 
ffid  in  the  two  preceding  vcWm,  uKont 
the  prayer  of  thofe  elders*  as  molt  im* 

fn^diately  juieqdcd,  wfh<>  were  endued 


VldtfDtljf 

be  reci- 


with  mime ahur  tfftt  of  healing*  For 

the  Apoftk  here  fpeaks  of  believers  In 
commnn,  and  of  what  they  ought  to 
do*  and  fnr  one  another- 
vrip  «xx*juj*}*  And  fo  here  if  no  foun¬ 
dation  for  a urtcttUr  covfrjfionto  a  priefi  p 
fince  what  is  here,  directed  to  chiefly 
relates  to  oJTesfti  which  one  bad  emn- 


CM* 
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17  Ettas  was 
a  man  fubjett  la 
Jike  pafliona  »s 
we  are*  and  k 
|trayd  earn*  Il¬ 
ly  Tlmi  h  oo^bt 
nor  rain  :  and  It 

rained  not  on 
the  earth  by  the 


fpace  of  three 

and  iix 


roojuhst 


iS  And  he 
prayed  again, 
a  ad  the  heaven 
g;avc  rain,  a«d 
the  earth 

Sronfht  forth 
her  fruit. 


and  according  to  the  knowledge  ye  have  of  one  ano¬ 
ther**  afflicted  circuit! (traces,  be  earned  in  mutual 
prayer  for,  each  other,  that  the  diflrefled  among  you, 
whether  in  body  or  mind,  or  both,  may  be  healed  of 
alt  their  maladies-  [Jfeb*  xiL  13.  and  3  John$  ver *  2*) 
And,  for  your  encouragement,  remember  that  the 
fervent  in-wrought  prayer  a  good  and  holy 

man,  who  is  birpfelf  fructified  and  accepted  of  God  in 
ChriJt  as  righteous,  and  fo  has  an  intered  at  the  throne 
of  grace ;  the  prayer  that  is  excited  in  him,  and  con¬ 
duced  and  animated  with  a  facred  warmth  of  foul,  by 
the  ipirit  of  grace  and  fupplicatton  to  help  his  infirmi¬ 
ties,  (Zech*  ail*  ro«  and  Rom*  viii*  56,)  has  a  wonder* 
ful  power  with  God,  and  prevails  as  Jacob's  did,  when 
he  wredled  for,  and  obtained  the  bit  fling*  {Gen*  xxxii* 
a8*} 

17*  We  have  a  igemorable  example  of  the  great  ef¬ 
ficacy  of  believing  and  fervent  prayer  in  the  prophet 
Elijah  j  be  was  a  frail  mortal  man,  of  like  natural  and 
fitiful  infirmities,  and  of  like  fufferings  and  paffions 
witb  ourfetves  }  and  yet  was  remarkably  heard  and  ao- 
fwered-in  the  very  things  which  he  prayed  for.  At  one  , 
time,  he,  not  in  an  augry  mood,  or  with  a  revengeful 
fpirit,  but  with  great  engagednefs  of  heart  and  believing 
importunity,  begged  of  God  that  the  bottles  of  heaven 
might  he  redrained,  in  a  way  of  judgement  for  the  re¬ 
buke  and  convi£tion  of  king  Ahab  and  the  Ifraelites, 
who  were  fallen  into  idolatry:  (1  Kings  xvi*  30 — 33* 
compared  with  chap*  xviL  1.}  And  the  Lord  fo  fully 
anfwered  his  prayer,  that  the  clouds  of  heaven  were  fhut 
up,  infomucb  that  no  rain  fell  on  the  land  of  Ifrael  for 
three  years  and  a  half  together,  by  means  of  which4 
great  drought  a  fore  famine  was  brought  upon  the  earth* 
[Luke  iv.  zy.  fee  the  note  there.) 

18.  After  this,  in  mercy  to  the  people  that  had  been 
reclaimed  from  their  idolatry,  and  in  confirmation  of 
their  faith  in  the  God  of  lfract,  (1  Kings  xviii*  39—45*) 
Elijah  oftered  up  his  earneil  prayer  again  for  the  return 
of  plentiful  and  feafonable  fhowers ;  and  it  pleated  God 
in  a  wonderful  manner  to  anfwer  him,  by  fending  an 
exceeding  great  quantity  of  rain  from  the  clouds  of 

heaven 


NOTE* 

milted  flgainlt  another,  and  U  to  bo  thU  prkjtiit  prerogative  t  and  furely  It 
m ntaai  and  jrvr'jM*^  ac  the  wards  im-  5s  ufc  much  the  duty  of  the  people  to 
port;  and  therefore*  if  it  we  to  be  pray  for  Their  ministers,  u  of  their  ml* 
ufidcrltood  of  ibe  and  the  priefi9  nilWs  to  pray  for  them  and  the  pray- 

ic  would  oblige  the  prieft  to  confer*  tiU  cr>  which  is  laid  to  av**U  much,  is  call* 
iinlts  to  the  people,  a*  well  as  the  |wr  ed  the  prayer,  not  of  the  eldeut  but  of 
pi*  to  the  prieft,  which  would  Jrarcdy  the  rlgsustss  m;wt  as  fufU* 
go  down  with  ill*  popiiit  advocate!  foe 


rf  Brethren, 
if  any  «f  you  do 
err  firotn  the 
truth*  end  one 
convert  him; 


2D  Let  him 
knew,  that  he 
which  convert* 
etb  the  tinner 
Iran  the  error 
of  hie  w«t*  hall 
lave  a  foal  frnm 
death*  and  A  all 
hide  enrol  tirade 
of  fine 
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heaven  to  revive  the  face  of  the  earth*  which  thereup¬ 
on  yielded  its  fruit*  with  rich  in  create.  And  God  is 
ft  ill*  as  much  as  ever*  a  God  who  hears  prayer^  and 
never  faid  to  the  fpirrrual  feed  of  Jacob  fiek  ye  me  m 
vain,  {PfaK  lav,  2*  and  Ifa .  xlv.  19,) 

19.  To  conclude  this  epiftle,  In  which  I  have  remon* 
fixated  again  ft  the  tins  that  abound  among  the  unbe¬ 
lieving  Jews,  and  have  been  too  prevalent  in  fame  of 
you,  my  brethren,  who  make  a  profeffion  of  Chrift*s 
name,  whofcever  he  be  among  you, that  through  infide¬ 
lity  or  backfliding  and  apoftacy,  ninsaftray  from  Cbrift 
and  from  the  truth  of  thegofpcl,  in  principle  and  prac¬ 
tice,  by  errors  in  doffcrme  and  immorality  of  life ;  and 
any  one  of  you  in  your  refpeXive  Rations,  be  inftro* 
mental  in  turning  him  from  hU  erroneous  notions,  and 
from  his  iniquity  to  God  $ 

70.  Let  tech  an  Jpftrument  of  good  confider  the  im¬ 
portance  of  this  happy  change ;  and  when  his  endea¬ 
vours  are  rendered  effectual,  by  divine  grace,  to  pro¬ 
duce  it,  he  ought  to  rejoice  and  bids  God,  in  this  re¬ 
flexion*  that  he  who  is  lb  highly  honoured,  as  Ito  be 
the  means  of  a  Gtiner's  converGoit,  or  of  a  backslider's 
recovery  .from  the  erroneous  thoughts,  difpofitions  and 
courfes  of  his  life,  to  God  in  Chrift,  will  be  the  means 
of  faring  an  immortal  Jbol  from  fpiritual  death  and  e- 
te  trial  definition  ;  and  of  leading  him  into  the  way  of 
life  and  peace,  in  which  aH  his  multiplied  tranfgrcf- 
fiotis  fliall  be  covered  from  the  eye  of  avenging  juflice 
by  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Redeemer,  which  is  unto > 
and  upon  all  that  believe  without  difference 5  [Rom* 
iii*  aa.)  and,  by  his  converfion,  many  fins  will  be  pre¬ 
vented,  which  otherwife  would  have  been  committed 
by  him,  and  by  others,  through  his  bad  example  and 
influence,  and  would  have  appeared  in  open  light  at 
the  day  of  judgement. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  a  fnare  are  the  riches  of  this  world  to  a  covetous  and  carnal  mind  ! 
They  are  often  got  and  mifufed  with  much  guilt,  and  bring  upon  their  owners 
the  moft  dtftrcflmg  and  aggravated  furrows*  The  cnes  of  the  injured  and  de¬ 
frauded,  and  of  the  perfected  unto  death,  go  up  to  the  Lord  of  holts,  calling 
aloud  for  righteous  vengeance  to  come  down  upon  their  oppre flora  and  mur¬ 
derers;  and  what  tbefe  fpend  in  pump  anti  luxury,  or  umlucly  hoard  up*  will 
be  a  fwift  witneft  agaiirft  them*  and  add  to  their  flock  of  wrath  againft  the  day 
of  wrath  in  the  final  judgement what  abundance  of  patience  do  the  faints 
need  in  fnch  a  wicked  and  miferable  world  as  this  !  But  what  encouragement 
have  they  to  exercife  it,  tine*  Chrifl  will  foon  appear  to  reckon  with  all  thdr 
enemies*  and  to  deliver  thcmfdvca  out  of  all  thdr  troubles  *  They  may  learn 
the  great  logon  of  patient  waiting  for  the  falvation  of  Ibe  Lord*  from  the  bnf- 
band  man,  who  waits  with  long  patience  for  the  harvdt  \  from  the  an  Lieut  pro¬ 
phets. 


Ch*  t. 
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phets,  who,  though  dear  to  God,  fufltrtd  many  tribulations,  and  were  patwnt 
under  them  %  and  from  tbeeminent  example  of  Job,  who,  though  farely  aflift- 
cd  for  a  while,  calmly  fob  mi  tied  to  the  divine  will,  and  had  wonderful  experi¬ 
ence,  at  laft,  of  the  tender  mercy  and  companion  of  God,  which  gloriouhy 
crowned  all*  How  iocoofitient  is  it  with  the  Chrifttan  character  to  fwearby 
God,  or  any  of  his  creatures,  or  any  petty  oaths,  in  a  paflion,  or  in  common 
conversation  !  And  how  becomings  to  behave  with  filch  apparent  integrity  at 

all  times,  as  fhall  engage  a  firm  dependence  on  the  truth  of  his  bare  affirmation* 
or  denial  1  Wow  prayerful  fliouM  he  be  in  afflifiion,  and  how  full  of  pratfe  in 
pmfperity !  And  if  the  Lord,  in  the  way  of  his  righteous  judgement,  by  any 
diftafe  upon  him  for  fome  particular  fins,  he  fiiould  defire  the  prayers  of  the  of¬ 
ficers  and  private  members  of  the  church,  as  the  ordinary  means,  that  God  in 
the  prrfent  ft  ate  of  things,  in  which  miraculous  gifts  of  healing  are  ceafcd,  will 
own  and  bkfs  for  his  recovery,  whenever,  upcm  the  whole,  it  may  be  for  the 
belt :  for  the  believing  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man,  that  is  Animated 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  has  greatpower  with  God  to  obtain  whatever  i&moft  for  bis 
and  agreeable  to  his  wifi*  An  eminent  into oce  of  this  we  have  in  the  an- 
wers  which  were  given  to  the  prayers  of  Elba,  a  man  of  like  human  and  fipfid 
paflions  with  ourfelves,  for  {hutting  and  opening  the  bottles  of  heaven*  But 
how  becoming  ia  it  for  Cbriftians,  in  special  cafes  of  offence  given  to  their 
brethren,  or  of  burden  upon  their  fpirits,  or  of  divine  rebuke,  to  make  tank 
and  open  confdTions  of  their  faults  to  each  other,  that  they  may  the  better  fym- 
pathfee  with,  and  know  how  to  order  their  prayers  for  one  another!  And  noce 
there  are  fo  great  numbers  of  notorious  tinners  that  run  aft  ray  in  principle  ml 
practice  from  the  truth  andholinefs  of  tbc  gofpel,  How  encouraging  is  it  for  mi- 
nt  tiers  and  private  Chrifttans  too,  to  do  what  tn  them  lies  for  their  conver- 
fion*  and  whar  an  honour  and  pkafure  to  be  infirumenta]  thereto!  Since  he 
who  is  -  the  means  of  turning  any  tranfgreffor  from  the  evil  of  his  ways  to 
God  through  Chrift,  contributes,  in  a  fubordlnatc  manner,  to  the  faring  of 
an  immortal  foul  from  eternal  mifery,  and  to  the  preventing  of  many  fins* 
and  hiding  others  from  the  eye  of  God’s  avenging  jufiiec ! 


A  PRACTICAL 

EXPOSITION 

OF  THE 

Firft  general  epUtte  of  die  apoftle  Peter. 

In  the  Form  of  a  Par  ji  pm  au, 


The  Preface  to  the  Firft  Epiftle  of  Pbter. 

TH  E  apoftle  Peter,  as  he  himfelf  tells  as,  was  the  penman  of 

this,  and  the  fecond  epiftle  that  bear  his  name.  And  they 
are  molt  probably  fuppofed  to  have  been  wrote,  the  ftrft  ci¬ 
ther  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  65  or  6(5,  and  the  fecond  a  year  or  two 
afterwards  ;  not  long  before  the  apolUc’s  martyrdom  at  Rome,  (fee 
I)r.  "Whitby’s  preface  for  confuting  the  popilh  pretence,  as  though  the 
firft  were  written  about  the  year  44,  or  45. ) 

The  inscription  of  this  epiftle  directs  it  to  the  grangers  featured 

throughout  Pontus,  Galatia,  Cappadocia,  Alia  and  Bithytria,  which 
feems  to  be  much  of  the  fame  import  with  the  infeription  of  the  apoftle 
James’s  general  epiftle  to  the  twelve  tribes ,  which  are  featured  a- 
bread,  though  the  tribes  of  Ifrael  are  not  exprell'cd  in  this  infeription 
vs  they  are  in  that. 

However,  the  introduction  to  Mr.  Peirce’s  paraphrafe  and  notes  on 
the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews,  and  Dr.  Benfon’s  hiftory  of  St.  Peter,  Ac. 
would  maintain  that  both  the  epHUcs  of  Peter  were  wrote  rather  to 
the  Gentile  than  Jewilh  Chriftians,  who  were  feattered  in  the  various 
provinces  above-mentioned.  But  as  all  their  reafonings  and  criticifms 
are,  in  my  account,  far  from  being  coudufivci  and  as  can  vailing  them 
might  not  he  much  to  the  edification  of  the  common  Cbriltiau,  for 
whofe  ufe  my  paraphrafe  and  notes  are  moil  immediately  intended,  I 
lhall  not  trouble  hhn  with  them  :  and,  perhaps,  they  may  in  groJ 
meafure  be  anfwered,  by  only  fuppoling,  (as  1  think  we  naturally 
may)  that  the  apoftle  prindpally  defigned  fuch  Jewilh  converts  as 
were  (battered  throughout  thole  countries,  though  not  to  the  exctuGon 
of  fuch  Gentile  believers,  as  were  mingled  with  them  \  in  like  manner 
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as  the  apoftle  Paul  wrote  to  the  Gentile  Chriftians,  though  not  to  the 
eicluGon  of  Jcwith  believers,  in  molt  of  his  epiftles  to  particular  chur¬ 
ches. 

Several  confideradoot  incline  me  to  think,  that  our  apoftle  bad  chief¬ 
ly  a  refpe&  to  jewiflt  converts  in  both  his  epiftles :  for  Peter  was,  in 
a  peculiar  manner,  the  apoftle  of  the  circumciGon  ;  and  therefore  k 
feems  highly  improbable,  and  out  of  character,  to  fuppote  that  the  on¬ 
ly  epiftles  he  wrote  were  to  Gentile,  and  not  Jewiftt  converts ;  and  our 
thoughts  are  led  to  tbefe  by  feveral  bints  in  the  epiftles  themfelves* 
He  considers  them  as  perfons  who  were  redeemed  from  their  vain 
conveifation  received  by  tradition  from  their  fatherly  (  chap.  i.  18.  ) 
which  the  Jews  had  been  moft  notorioufly  and  criminally  fond  of.  (fee 
Matth.  xv.  2,  3.  Mailt  vii.  3,  8,  9.  and  Gal.  i.  14.  )  the  apoftle  alfo 
[peaks  of  believing  women,  as  the  daughters  of  Sarah  ;  (  chap.  iii.  6-  ) 
which  could  not  be  faid  with  juft  propriety  of  any  but  her  depend¬ 
ents;  fince  the  covenant,  by  which  Gentile  believers  come  to  -be  the 
children  of  Abraham,  was  made  immediately  and  exprefsly  with  him, 
and  not  with  Sarah  his  wife  :  the  apoftle’sdifcourfe  about  political  and 
relative  duties,  in  the  fecond  and  third  chapters,  feems  to  have  been 
occaficneil  by  Jewilh  prejudices  againft  being  fubj eft  to  heathen  ma- 
gill rates  and  mailers  :  his  befieching  them  to  have  their  conversion 
honejl  among  the  Gentiles  (  chap.  ii.  11,  12.)  carries  an  intimation  of 
there  being  a  diftinft  people  from  them  :  the  judgement  which  Ihould 
begin  at  the  ixuft  if  Cod,  and  was  juft  then  at  hand,  (  chap.  iv.  17.) 
evidently  relates  to  the  deftru&ion  of  the  jews  and  their  temple,  which 
moft  nearly  concerned  thofe  of  that  nation.  And  in  his  fecond  epiftle 
he  [peaks  of  always  patting  them  in  remembrance,  as  long  eu  be  was 
in  this  tabernacle,  and  of  endeavouring  that  they  might  always  have 
than  in  remembrance  after  his  deceafe\  (  chap,  i.  12---1 5.  )  which 
may  point  us  to  his  ordinary  perfona!  miniftrations,  as  well  as  to  bis 
writing  thefe  epiftles,  and  beft  agrees  to  his  office,  chara&er  and  work, 
as  the  apoftle  of  the  circumciGon.  And  his  firring  up  their  pure 
minds ,  by  way  of  remembrance ,  that  they  might  be  mindful  of  the  words 
which  were  fpoken  before  by  the  holy  prophets,  (chap.  iii.  1,  2.  )  inti¬ 
mates,  that  they  had  been  before  converfant  with  thofe  words.  It 
may  alfo  be  very  likely,  that  what  he  mentions  of  his  beloved  brother 
Paul’s  having  written  to  them,  (  ver.  15  )  refers  to  bis  epiftle  to  the 
Hebrews. 

Upon  the  whole  then,  as  I  apprehend,  we  may  abide  by  the  com¬ 
mon  opinion  that  both  theft  epiftles  were  written  moftly,  at  leaft,  for 
the  ufc  of  JewHh  profeffing  believers  in  Chrift,  who  were  difperfed 
through  the  feveral  places  above  mentioned  in  the  infeription  of  the 
firft  of  them. 

The  deftgu  of  the  apoftle  in  this  firft  epiftle  was  to  eftabliih  thofe 
converts  in  tbe  faith  of  Chrift,  as  their  foundation ;  and  ro  comfort 
them  under  fevere  perfections;  (chap.  i.  and  ii.  I— -8.)  to  engage 
them  to  an  honourable  confctentious  ami  winning  behaviour  among 
the  gentiles,  and  particularly  to  a  faithful  difebarge  of  all  the  duties 
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of  their  civil  and  family  relations*  ( chap.  ii,  9  ad  jin.  and  iii\  1—7) 
and  to  an  exercife  of  all  the  duties  of  brotherly  love  among  themfelves, 
and  of  their  rdpedive  fiat  ions  in  the  church  ;  concluding  with  a  pray¬ 
er,  that  the  God  of  all  grace  would*  in  and  after  all  their  terrible  fuf* 
firings*  ftrengthen  and  fettle  them  in  their  faith  and  hope ;  and  that 
they  all  might  have  peace  in  Chritt  Jefus.  (chap.  Hi*  9.  to  the  end 
of  the  tpiftle.) 


CHAP.  h 

The  apofile  falutes  the  prof  effing  believers*  to  wham  he  wrote  ;  and 
hleffes  Cod for  his  fpectal  benefits  to  them  through  Jefus  Shrifts  in 
which  they  rejoiced  under  all  tribulations *  i — 9.  Jhrws  that  falvo* 
tion  hyChrftw&s  foretold  in  ancient  prophecy*  to — 12.  and  ex¬ 
horts  them  to  all  holy  converfation*  fvilsme  to  their  principles*  pri¬ 
vileges  and  obligations  t  13-2J. 


Text. 


Paraphrase. 


P 


ETER 

an  a  polUc 
of  Jcftu  Civrift, 
to  th«  ftr angers 
fcattefed  thro', 
out  Pontes,  Ga¬ 
latia,  Cappado¬ 
cia,  and 

BUhynja. 


p 


conftituced  an  apoftte  principally  of  the  circumcSGon, 
[GaL  ii.  8*)  fends  this  cpifttc*  under  divine  infpi ration* 
chiefly  to  the  profiling  Chriftians  of  Jewijb  citrjft, 
who  are*  not  only  in  a  metaphorical  fenfe,  but*  pro¬ 
perly  fpeaking*  Grangers  in  foreign  countries ;  as  bruig 
expelled  from  their  own  land*  and  difperfed,  by  the 
Providence  of  God,  in  the  various  gentile  contiguous 

firo vinces  of  Pontus*  Galatia*  Cappadocia*  thcprocon* 
ular  Afa  and  Bttbynia.  f 

2.  Who*  notwit branding  the  former  revolt  as  a  na¬ 
tion  from  the  God  of  Ifrael ,  and  from  his  covenant 
made  with  the  fathers*  appear*  in  the  judgement  of 

chintYi 

NOTE. 

T  Alt  tbefc countries,  as  the  beft  gn.  from  the  captivity  to  their  ow-n  land, 

but  fojourncd  in  ihofe  countries,  rather 
than  tbofe  that  were  Hifpcrfed  by 
the  perfect!  tiwn  ipoken  of  in  Acte 
viti,  1.  For  t(jcfe  were  fcauered  only 
throughout  Jndta  and  Samaria,  though 

afterwards  Lome  of  them  tra vetted  at 
far  a*  Phenkt,  and  'Cyprus,  and  An. 
tioch,  preaching  the  word  to  none  hut 
unto  the  Jew*  oaly,  ACU  19-  But 
ail  thefe  countries  wctc  far  diftaot 
from  thofe  i □  to  which  thefe  ftraujger* 


2  Elert  ac¬ 
cording  to  the 
foreknow  ledge 


graph  er*  think,  lay  iu  what  w?.*  cal* 

til*  leffty  Aha,  which  was  contain¬ 
ed  is,  and  fpoken  of  by  way  of  diitinc- 
tion  fromtbc  large  continent  that  bore 
the  name  of  Afia.  in  the  three  grand  divk 
fwMofthe  then  known  world,  America 
having  been  dtfeovered  in  latter  ages ; 
and  therefore  the  Ada  here  meant  and 
diftinguilhed  from  Ponrus,  Galatia,  &e. 
muft  be  that  which  was  fometimes  cal¬ 
led  the  Roman  DroconfuLar  Alia,  and 


at  others,  Afia  proper.  And  tlic  .arc  fa  Id  to  have  Ween  Tendered*  (Con- 

gers  fcatttPtd  afam€it<{  thrau^hefft  rbefe  fult  Wellfj  irccigrtpbj  of  tbtNcv  TcH-' 
provinces  feem  to  be  meant  of  thofe  of  ament.}  ° 
the  tribe*  of  ifrael  that  did  not  return  ' 
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pl'God  the  Fa- 

ihc^  through 

of 

the  Spirit  unto 
ubcditiict*  and 
f priori  irrg  olthe 
b!nod  jof  JcfltJC 
Chrift-  Grace 
uniu  you,  and 
jH‘acc  be  mul¬ 
tiplied. 


3  Blefltd  be 
theGo'laod  Fn- 
therofour  Lord 
Jefm  Chrift, 
which  accord¬ 
ing  to  hU  abun¬ 
dant  mercy, 
hath  begotten 
fls  ^ain  unto  a 
Jtvdy  hope*  by 
the  rcfurrcrtion 
n(‘  [cl\i «  Chriil 
tVoin  the  dead 


charity  by  the  tokens  of  his  (jracc  upon  them  in  their 

effectual  ailing,  to  be  the  objeds  of  his  fpecial  and  e~ 
ternaf  choice,  according  to  the  kind  dtftiuguifhing  no¬ 
tice,  which  God  the  father  cook  of  them  before  all 
worlds.  (See  the  note  on  Rom,  fin.  19.)  with  a  graci¬ 
ous  defigu  of  bringing  them  to  eternal  life,  through  the 
renewing  and  purifying  operations  of  his  Spirit  on  their 
fouls,  to  engage  and  enable  them  to  yield  the  natives 
up  unto  all  holy  obedience  to  his  commandments  in 
heart  and  life ;  {Efb*  i-  4.  See  the  panphrafe  and  notes 
there)  and  to  bring  them  under  an  application  of  the 
atoning  blood  of  Chrift,  for  the  remilfion  of  ihcir  fins, 
which  was  typified  by  the  fprinkling  of  the  blood  of 
facrilices  under  the  law,  and,  in  that  allufton,  is  fitly 
called  the  blood  of  fprinkiing.  (Ueb.  xii.  14*)  May  the 
free  favour  oT God  with  all  its  genuine  fruits  and  effects, 
in  their -utm oft  variety,  m  a  nif citations  and  fulnefs  i  and 
all  profperity,  fpi  ritual  and  temporal,  as  confuting 
.of  peace  with  God,  and  peace  in  your  own  continences, 
and  with  one  another,  and  ail  around  you,  and  every 
other  comfortable  circumftance,  be  abundantly  increafed 
towards,  and  in  you  ! 

3.  When  I  relief  on  the  great  and  bleffcd  things 
which  God  has  already  done  for  us,  whom  he  hath 
chofen,  redeemed,  and  called,  my  heart  is  filled  with 
gratitude,  joy  and  praife ;  and  ye  ought  to  join  wirh 
me  in  chearful  aferiptiona  of  all  pofiible  glory  and 
thanksgivings  to  God,  even  the  Father,’  who  with  re- 
fpc£t  to  the  human  nature  of  Chrift  is  his  Cod\  and 
with  refpeftto  his  divine  nature  is,  in  a  way  of  pecu¬ 
liarity  and  eminence,  his  Father  \  and  with  refpc£t-to 
(115  off ee- capacity  is  the  ccvenant-God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  J  eft  is  Chrift,  whom  he  has  raifed  up  and  anoint¬ 
ed  to  be  the  Prophet,  Fricit  and  King,  and  £6  the  com¬ 
plete  and  only  Saviour,  of  every  one  of  us  who  truly 
believe  in  him*  Adored  and  for  ever  magnified  be  his 
glorious  name,  who,  not  according  to  our  deferts,  hut 
according  to  the  wonderful  riches  and  multitude  of  his 
free  and  love  reign  mercy,  in  which  he  chofe  us*  has 
now  begotten  us  anew  by  his  regenerating  fpirit,  to 
a  joyful  hope,  which  fprings  from  a  lively  faith,  and 
revives  the  heart,  has  fplritoal  life  and  vigour  in  it, 
and  has  for  its  objefta  refurreftion  to  eternal  life,  and 
fliall  certainly  iftue  in  it,  through  the  quickening  power 
and  virtue  of  the  refurreftion  of  Jcfus  Chrift,  and 
through  faith  in  him,  who  by  his  fufterings  unto  death, 
has  fa  ri  sited  divine  juft  ice  for  our  fins,  and  by  his  fi¬ 
fing  again  from  the  dead  for  our  jollification,  is  pubHck* 

V ol*  VL  f  1>  ly 


5°' 


p" 
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Cb. 


1. 


4  T»  an  in- 
lientance  in* 
corruptible  oud 
undcGtedf  «nd 
that  iadeih  not 
avay,  rcfrrvi'J 
in  heaven  for 
you. 


5  Who  art 
kept  by  the 
power  ui'  G«kI 
through  faith 
unto  (alviitian, 
ready  to  be  re- 
veaWiAthrfiiit 
time* 


Jy  owned  ami  acquitted  by  God  the  Father,  that  our 
faith  dud  hope  might  be  in  O'od  through  him*  ( ver *  at.) 

4,  Blefled  be  his  name  who  has  given  us  a  new  apd 
fpirirual  birth,  whereby  we  are  rendered  capable  of, 
and  fitted  for,  as  well  as  mettled  by  gracious  adoption 
to  a  noble  inheritance,  as  the  portion,  anfwerable  to 
the  dignity  of  his  tons;  (Rom,  viii-  17,)  An  iuheri* 
tance,  not  of  a  peri  thing  nature,  as  all  the  riches,  bo* 
nours,  and  pleafures  of  this  world  are ;  nor  an  earthly 
inheritance,  like  that  of  the  land  of  Csnnariy  from  which 
the  fev>j  of  the  difperfi on  are  driven  away;  buran 
inheritance  which  will  make  a  rich  amends  for  the 
lofs  of  that)  and  of  all  temporal  pofleffions  :  An  cver- 
lafiing  immortal  inheritance,  altogether  pure  and  holy, 
incapable  of  being  itfdf  defiled,  or  of  being  enjoyed  by 
polluted  fouls,  or  of  defiling  arty  that  are  partakers  of 
it:  and  never  decaying  in  its  worth,  fweetnefs  or  bean* 
ty  ;  but  always  frefh,  entertaining  and  delightful :  A 
glorious  i  nheritahcc,con  fitting  ofthe  fjhlimcft  and  moft 
refined  enjoyments  which  never  fade,  like  the  ga  child* 
of  herbs  and  flowers  with  which  conquerors  cled  to  be 
crowned  ;  and  is  an  inheritance  fee n rely  laid  up,  and 
kept  fafe  ip  Heaven,  by  the  immutable  purpofe  and 
promt  fe  of  God,  and  by  the  meritorious  and  efficacious 
mediation  of  Chritt,  as  a  precious  inerhaufUble  trea* 
fure  for  all  and  every  one  of  you  tfiat  arc  begotten  to  it* 

5,  Who,  though  weak  in  yourfdves,  and  expofed 

to  innumerable  temptations  and  dangers  which  would  be 
too  hard  for  you,  were  you  left  to  your  own  wifdom  and 
ftrengrh  to  combat  with  them,  are  guarded  and  pre¬ 
ferred,  as  in  a  garrifun,  by  che  almighty 

power  cf  the  great  God  himfelf,  which  is  engaged  for 
your  pre&rvaticn  and  mfety  againft  all  your  enemies, 
through  a  daily  cxcrcife  cf  faith  in  its  dependence  on 
Chrift,  and  icalizing  views  of  future  glory,  to  animate 
yon  in  yuiir  Chriftiau  cotnfc  of  obedience,  and  make 
you  victorious  over  fin,  Satan  and  the  world,  ( Eph *  vi, 
16*  and  1  John  iiL  j),  and  v.  4-)  till  yc  anive  at  com¬ 
plete  falvaiiou  ;  which  fajvatiou  is  already  prepared 
for  yons  in  the  defign  of  God, /)  gpi  the  foundation  if 
the  worUy  (Match*  xxv.  34.)  and  by  the  pmchaie  and 
advocacy  nl  Chritt,  who,  as  yonr  head  and  loferunncr, 

token  poflclliun  of  it  for  you;  and  which  wilffoon 
be  manifcltcd  in  allies  riches  and  delights,  when  he  lhall 
appear  to  judge  the  world  at  the  hit  day,  and  yefball 
appear  with  him  in  gUry:  (Col.  iii,  3*  4*)  And  fo  ye 
arc  as  firfrfy  kept  for  this  inheritance,  as  the  inheritance 
itfdf  is  for  you. 


6.  In 
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6  ’Wlerclo  ye 
prrcadjr  rejoice, 
though  now  lor 
Si  fejXmi*  (ifnccj 
be)  ye  are  in 


through  manl- 
fiM  thnpt^ 
tium. 


7  That  the 
tn.il  of  your 

faith  be* ngm  a c  jj 
more  previou  3 
than  of  gold 
that  perifhetli, 
though  it  be  Tri¬ 
ed  with  fire* 
inijrtit  be  fhuod 
unto  praift,  and 
honour, and  via* 
ry  at  the  ap¬ 
pearing:  of  Jel'- 

us  Chriit. 


H  Whom,  hav¬ 
ing  not  ften,  ye 
to l-c  ;  in  vhotu 
r.ioK^h  now  y« 
rtoti  yet, 

hrlluvLn^.ye  re- 
juif.T  with  jot 
utU’;h;.i  table* 
ann  iuiJ  of  jdo- 
i 


6.  In  t)it  believing  view  and  hope  of  alt  this,  ye  well 
may,  as  itfuftye  do,  exceedingly  rejoice,  (ns  ye  {halt 
dill  more  abundantly  hereafter}  even  to  an  exultation) 
^x?afcjLi4ff0t)chougb  at  prefent,  in  this  imperfed  ftate 
of  weaknefs,  fin  and  farrow,  ye  far  a  little  while  (if  God 
fees  it  ncedfulfor  liis  glory  and  your  good)  arc  gric- 
voufly,  and  yet  comparatively  fpeaking,  but  lightly  af¬ 
flicted,  through  a  great  variety  of  trials  from  Satan  and 
the  world,  aiul  from  your  own  infirmities  and  frailties, 

which  ye  arc  now  attended  with,  and  are  permitted  to 
he  fi>. 

7.  To  the  end  that  (***)  the  experiment  and  proof 

p}  (See  the  note  on  Jam .  i.  3,)  of  your  genuine 
faith  in  Chrift,  which  is  abundantly  more  to  its  advan¬ 
tage  and  honour,  than  the  trial  of  gold  can  be  todty~zff 
this)  how  much  fotver  it  he  refined  from  its  drofs  by  the 
fire,  is  of  a  perilhing  nature  ftill,  and  may  be  worn  a* 
way  by  life,  and  lofa  fame  of  its  particles  in  the  very 
trial  of  it  5  Whereas  true  faith  is  improved  and  incrcafed, 
and  made  to  [bine  the  brighter,  by  thebleflingof  God, 
upon  its  trials,  that  it  may  evidently  difeover  irfalf  with 
fuch  purity  and  eminence,  as  (hall  be  to  its  higheft 
commendation,  and  fliall  be  openly  approved  of  God, 
and  graciouily  rewarded  with  honour  and  glory,  as  its 
fruit  and  confequence;  and  as  Oval]  ultimately  redound 
to  His  moll  glorious  praifa;  when  Jefus  Chrift,  (the  au¬ 
thor  and  fnifher  ofyourfaiihy  Heb,  sii*  2-)  (hall  be 
revealed  to  crown  his  own  work  in  you,  at  his  ftcond 
appearing  to  your  complete  fixation  :  And  then  it 
ihall  be  found,  that  thefe  fight  afflictions^  which  are 
but  for  a  moment  y  work  for  you  a  far  more  exceeding 
and  eternal  weight  of  glory*  (2  Cor.  iv*  17.) 

8.  Though  ye,  who  arc  far  diftant  from  Judaat  ne¬ 
ver  f asy  Chrift  with  your  bodily  eyes  ;  yet  through  the 
revelation  which  has  been  made  of  him  to,  and  in  your 
fouls,  by  his  word  and  fpirir,  yc  have  a  fin  cere  deGrc 
after  him,  sllection  to  him,  ellcem  of  him,  and  de¬ 
light  in  him  ;  in  whom,  though  at  prefent  he  be  otic  ■ 
of  the  reach  of  your  corporal  fight,  and  ye  neither  fee 
him,  as  many' did  in  the  days  of  his  ilefh  on  earth,  and 
as  yc  yourfalvcs  will  in  his  (late  of  exaltation  hereafter, 
yet  white  ye  realize  and  appropriate  him  by  faith,  and 
truftin  Him  as  your  only  favimir,  ye  rejoice  in  him, 
and  in  hope  of  his  glory,  cvpn  unto  a  rapture  and  tri¬ 
umph,  with  a  joy  fa  fubltnic,  heavenly  and  fatisfying, 
aafurpalii-s  the  powers  of  Unguigc  10  exprefs;  a  joy 
which  is  glorious  in  itfrlf,  and  attended  with  all  glory- 
ing  in  him  ;  and  is  indeed  a  lively  lorctallc  amlearnclfc 

D  2  of 
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t)  Keceivirrg 
the  end  nf  your 
faith,  ^tvn  the 
fill  vatiun 
foul?. 


io  Of  which 

(alrRtiou  the 
prophet#  have 
]iU|niitJ}  and 
fearehcd  dili-» 
gently. who  pro- 
phcfitd  of  the 
grace  that  jkotili 
come  unto  jou  f 


It  Searching, 
what,  or  what 
man  net  of  time 

the  Spirit  of 
thrift  which 
wax  in  them  diil 
jignifv,  when  it 
leiUficd  beforc- 
haodthe  fnJI'cr- 
ings  of  thrift, 
and  the  glory 
th  at  Jhoald  fat- 
low. 


of  the  glory,  with  which  ye  lha)l  hereafter  be  glorified 

V)fh  hull.  larSi  BvtxXstX>Ta  ui  h/p^air^h>-| 

p*  When  ye,  like  conquer  tun  in  the  public  garnet, 
(hall  receive  as  a  reward  of  grace,  the  perfection 

and  ultimate  aim  of  your  faith,  and  the  end  which  ic 
terminates  and  ilfues  in,  oven  the  complete  deliver¬ 
ance  of  your  fouls,  which  are  the  principal  part  of  the 
man,  and  the  fataattoti  of  which  will  draw  after  it  that 
of  your  bodies  too,  from  all  fm,  want  and  mifery  ;  and 
the  advancement  of  your  whole  perfons  to  all  tbc  felici¬ 
ty  and  glory  of  the  heavenly  ft  ate. 

10.  Which  glorious  and  blefled  falvation,  as  to  be 
brought  about,  and  clearly  revealed  in  the  Meffiah’s 
days,  was  foretold  by  the  antient  infpired  prophets,  who 
were  earneftly  inquifitive,  and  exceeding  diligent, 
like  miners  digging  for  precious  oar,  in  their 

fearchcs  after  the  meaning  of  their  own  prophecies, 
when  they  fpoke  many  ages  ago,  concerning  the  rich 
and  eminent  biclbngs  of  light  and  grace,  pardon,  pu¬ 
rity,  and  peace,  hope  and  joy,  which  ye  Jhould  be  par¬ 
takers  of,  with  clear  evidence  of  your  own  inter  eft  in 
them* 

it.  They  being  very  folic  ileus,  as  Daniel  was,  by 
ftudying  the  facred  writings,  (Dun,  ix,  a. }  to  find  out, 
to  wbat  purpofe,  and  with  a  reference  fo  what  period 
of  time,  and  what  fhould  be  the  particular  fig  ns,  by 
which  it  might  be  known,  as  alfo  whether  it  fhould  be 
in  days  of  preceding  purity  or  vice,  light  or  darknefs, 
or  of  outward  peace  or  trouble  to  the  church,  that  the 
things  fhould  come  to  p*fs,  which  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  % 
whom  he  imparted  to  them^and  who  guided  and  affced 
in  them,  intimated,  when  he  bore  witnefs,  long  be¬ 
forehand  in  their  prophecies,  to  the  things  that  related 
to  the  extremely  painful  and  abating  fufferings  of  tbc 
Mefliah,  in  fool  and  body,  unto  death,  by  which  he 
fhould  be  cut  off  for  the  tranfgreflions  of  his  people,  and 
make  reconciliation  for  their  iniquities  *  {  If a.  liii*  8. 
and  Dan.  ii.  24.  26.)  that  related  to  the  glories  (hUt) 

of 


N  O  T  F, 

■  The  Sp/rif  of  GhrifiTJ  iejttftinx  the  Chrifi  then,  ax  when  Chrift  after  hit  a* 

fi f \  ring s  of  Cbriftt  Anl  the  ghry  that  iemfiim  fent  him*  (John  xvi.  7,)  And 

pan  id  /jZ/tv,  end  Kii  rtveath^ f  to  the  (he  Father  fait  birtt  in  hta  name;  (chap. 

prophet#,  that  the  telttii^ny  related  to  i[vt  26.)  And  that  therefore  he  was 

fnture  ages,  vero  the  action#  of  a  rf/-  properly  the  Spirit  of  Chrifi  or  of  the 

Ww  fa r/ on*  diftinct  from  him,  whofe  £**,  (Gal.  iv.  6)  As  wdi  as  of  the  Fa- 

fpirit  he  ix,  and  whnfc  fuffermgs  and  thcr*  prior  to,  and  independent  of  their 

glory  he  teffcified;  and  hi?  being  rolled  fending  ia  votifeqacnce  of  Chrilfv 

the  Spirit  of  Chrrfit  when  he  before-  fufFering#  and  exaltation,  and  not  rat- 

hand  gave  tht&icftimonyj  Jliew?  that  be  rejy  on  account  of  that  mifisa, 

aj  really  cxiltcd,  and  wai  th  Spirit  of 
+  * 
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13  tfotff  urion 
it  vat 

ilut  not  unto 
tbtmfcWea*  but 

unto  me  ibey 

diil  rainiAcr  eke 
tbingi  wlitch 
arc  vnr  report¬ 
ed  unco  you  by 
tbevi  tb«  ha** 
pretrittd  the 
pAel  unto 
wii  the  holy 
Ghoft  fentdown 

from  Ivearcii ; 

vfakli  ililasc 

the  HDj^b  m- 
Are  to  look  in¬ 
to. 


U  Wherefore 
prdupmcloms 

of  yoar  mjffih  b * 
fober*  and  hope 
1a  to*  end,  fiir 
the  j^ritce  that 
U  to  be  brought 

uBtoyon  ti  the 

revelation  of 
Jefac  Chrifti 


of  his  refiirre&ion,  afeenfion  and  exaltation t  and  the 
efFufion  of  hia  Spirit;  and  to  the  glory  of  the  gofpet- 
Hate,  and,  at  length,  of  all  hit  members  with  him, and 
in  conformity  to  him,  which  thou  id  be  the  effect  and 
consequence  of'  hia  atoning  (amficc,  and  ihould  abide 
for  ever  afterwards. 

1  a.  Unto'  which  holy  prophets,  it  wa>  made  known  . 
by  the  foggeftion  of  the  Spirit,  that  their  predi&ion* 
were  not  to  be  fulfilled  in  their  days,  but  in  after-times  ; 
and  that,  though  their  own  fonts  were  refreftied,  and 
their  faith,  together  with  the  faith  of  the  godly  in  thofe 
ages,  was  fupported  by  them ;  yet  that  they  did  not 
therein  fo  much  ferve  themfelves,  or  the  then  prefent 
generation,  as  they  did  us,  who  live  under  the  New 
Tcftament  difpenfation,  and  are  favoured  with  its  im¬ 
portant  b  Idlings ;  which  are  now  openly  proclaimed, 
and  faithfully  declared  to  you  in  the  glad  tidings  of 
falvatton,  by  them  who  have  publifhed  the  gofpel  of 
the  grace  of  God  to  you  in  all  its  light,  liberty,  and  glo¬ 
ry  ;  which  has  been  divinely  confirmed  by  tbe  at¬ 
tending  teftimpny  and  communication  of  the  holy  Spi¬ 
rit,  in  Tiis  gifts  and  graces,  as  font  down  from  the  ex¬ 
alted  Saviour  ip  Heaven,  according  to  his  promifet 
(Jsba  xiv.  id.  and  xv.  id.  and  xvi.  7.  and  jf&r,  chap, 
ii.)  which  gofpel  unfolds  things  fo  etcelJent,  profound 
and  entertaining,  that  the  holy  angels  themfelves,  thofe 
bright  and  happy  intelligences,  are  exceeding  defirous, 
like  Undents  greedy  of  further  improvement  tn  the  belt 
of  all  knowledge,  to  make  critical  and  clofe  inquiries 
into  die  manifold  wifilom  of  God  that  is  difplayed  in 
them  t  which  was  emblematically  rep  re  fen  ted  by  .the 
cherubim  that  were  placed  over  the  ark  and  tnercy- 
feat  (food.  xxv.  20.)  in  a  (looping  poiture  as 

though  they  would  accurately  pry  into  the  things  which 
were  contained  therein,  and  fignjfied  thereby.  {Sec 
the  note  on  Heb.  ix.  5.) 

13.  Having  therefore  thefe  revelations  and  encourage¬ 
ments,  with  refpefil  to  future  and  eternal  bldfcdnefs, 
take  heed  of  waxing  weary  and  faint  in  your  minds: 
but  as  perfons  are  wont  to  gird  up  the  long  garments, 
which  are  worn  in  E  a  (tern  countries,  about  their  loins, 
to  ftrengrtien  them  for  fervice,  and  prevent  entangle¬ 
ments  or  incumbrances,  in  travelling,  running,  fight¬ 
ing,  or  any  other  exercifes;  and  as  the  Ifraelites  were 

to  have  their  loins  girded  at  the  psflbrer,  when  they' 
were  fetting  out  from  Egypt  for  the  land  of  Canaan ; 
(Gxod.xii,  it.)  fo  let  it  be  your  continual  endeavour, 

by  divine  alliltance,  to  gather  your  loofe  thoughts  and 

D  3  aillilions 
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affections  together;  to  get  rid  of  the  cares  and  incum¬ 
brances  of  this  life  ;  to  moderate  your  appetites  to,  and 
make  a  temperate  ufc  of  the  things  of  this  world,  with 
holy  vigilance.  («■*•*«?)  like  fervants  that  wait  fhr  the 
coqmig  of  their  Lord.  {Luke  xii.  35~— 37-J  And  be 
careful  to  maintain  a  fin  cere,  unlhakcn,  growing  and 
per  fevering  truft  and  hope  in  ChrHt,  {ruuo  MtrxU)  to 
the  end  oi  your  days,  temptations  and  conflicts,  with 
joyful  confidence  and  a  fl  ared  exportation  of  all  the  biifc 
and  glory  of  the  heavenly  flare,  which  is  merely  the 
gift  of  God’s  free  favour,  [Rout,  V1..23,)  and  is  the  per* 
feftion  of  the  begun  work  of  grace  in  you  here;  and 
which  (hall  he  brought  into  your  com  pi  ere  and  actual 
pnflcfiion,  when  the  Lord  Jefus  Jhail  be  revealed  from 
heaven  with  his  might  j  angels  %  and  Jhail  come  to  he 
glorified  in  his  faints  ^  and  admired  in  all  them  that  be¬ 
lieve.  (2  Thtfl'.  i«  7,  10.) 

14.  Behaye  then  fuitahfe  to, your  fpiritual,  high  and 
noble  biith,  privileges  and  hope^,  as  dutiful  children, 
iiitirdy  fubjedt  to  the  authority  and  commandments,  and 
fubmiflivc  to  the  willof  your  heavenly  fatherin  all  things; 
And  take  heed  of  falling  in  with,  :(ft*  ***£»«* 

or  being  conformed  to  the  corrupt  inclinations  and  de¬ 
fir  cs,  themes,  principles,  practices,  language,  and 
fafhions  of  the  men  of  this  world,  arid  particularly 
of  this  degenerate  age,  as  formerly,  while  yc  were 
ftr angers  to  Chrifl  and  the  gofpel,  and  were  invol¬ 
ved  in  darknefs  and  error,  under  the  power  and  do¬ 
minion  of  firfbly  htjlsy  which  war  againjt  the  fiuly 
(Chap.  ti.  ii.) 

1 5.  But  as  God  is  effenmlly  and  perfectly  holy,  who 
has  called  yon  by  his  grace  to  the  faith  and  fellowship 
of  hisfon  Jefus  Chrift,  that  ye  mipht  be  a  holy  people 
to  him ;  fo  yc  uii^ht,  as  far  as  poflibJe,  to  imitate  and 
refimbie  him  in  (he  purify  and  Jhndliry  of  your  hearts, 
and  of  your  whole  lives  aiid  convcrfaimu,  at  all  times; 
in  every  circitmflaitce  of  profperity  and  adverfitv,  and 
in  every  relation  in  which  ye  ftand  toward  Gcd  and 

one  another,  ;md  towards  all  men,  whether  friends  or 
enemies,  faoitR  or  fmnere.  This  ye  are  obliged  unto 

by  a  diyiite command  ; 

16.  Becaufe  God  fays  now  to  you,  as  he  often  di<[ 
to  his  antieiit  covenant*  people  the  jews,  recorded  in 
the  writings  of  the  pid  Teikrnem,  {Lev.  si,  44.  and 
xix*  2.  and  xx.  26.)  I  demand  that  ve  be  a  itolv  people 
umo  hie,  after  my  nwn  heart  and  likenefs  ;  for  l,  the 

Lord  your  God  and  Father,  am  a  holy  God,  of  purer 

t  x  1 

w 


n 


eye s  than  to  behold  iniquity  without  the  utmoft  det cita¬ 
tion  of  it.  {Habak+ 1.  13,  J 

17  And  if  ye  17*  And  *fi  anfwerable  to  your  holy  profeflioa,  ye 
call  os  the  FV  from  your  very  hearts  call  God  your  Father  in  Cbrilt* 
TlKT*  an<*  *nTO^e  *n  his  name*  and  pay  all  religious  bo* 

plrfrii*  judwih  t0  biro,  witbout  any  partial  jefpeft  of  per- 

according  to  fons,  on  account  of  their  earthly  anccftors,  or  external 
erery  man's  relations  and  privileges,  judges  concerning  them  and 
work,  pafe  the  pafl^  fen  ten  ce  upon  them  in  his  word,  and  will  do  lb 

3««toT»b°UL«  in  right eou/nefs  by  Jefits  Chrijl  at  the  Uft  day,  [AQs 
in  feitj  xvii.  jr.  and  Rom.  ii*  16*}  according  to  what  every  one’s 

works  now  are*  and  (hall  then  be  found  to  be,  whether 
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good  or  evil,  in  proof  of  their  being  his  obedient  chiU 
dren  (vet.  14.)  or  not.  Thefe  folemn  con  fi  derations  of 
God  fhcmld  excite  and  engage  you  to  an  humble  and 
awful  reverence  of  him,  and  fear  of  offending -him; 
together  with  a  godly  jealoufy  over  your  own  hearts* 
and  fear  .of  being  left  to  yourfdves,  for  the  little  time 
that  ye  may  be  here  in  a  (late  of  pilgrimage*  parting  on 
through  ch is  world,  as  Grangers  upon  earth,  to  ynur  own 
better  country  and  inheritance  in  heaven*  to  which  ye 
are  begotten,  {ver.  3.  4.)  and  which  God  has  prepared 
for  you  {Hcb.  xi,  9.  10.  13.  16.) 

18.  And  ye  ought  to  be  the  more  ftronglv  induced 
and  encouraged  to  go  on  in  this  holy  con verfa tion  and 
religious  fear*  Cnee  ye*  as  true  believers*  mult  needs 
be  affured  that  your  redemption  and  recovery  from  ail 
the  corrupt,  empty*  defiling  and  deftraftive  manners 
and  cufloms*  which  in  the  days  of  your  fin  and  folly 
ye. were  brought  up  in,  and  went  into*  as  handed  down 
from  age  to  age  by  the  traditions  of  your  rabbles  and 
anceflors,  and  as  taught  and  pra£Hfed  by  your  imme¬ 
diate  fathers  after  the  ijelh  ;  ye,  I  fay*  cannot  be  igno¬ 
rant  that  your  deliverance  from  all  this*  and  from  its 
dreadful  confluences,  was  not  purchafed  by  fo  mean 
a  price  as  the  peri  filing  riches  of  this  world*  fuch  as 
the  Giver  and  gold  which  arc  paid  for.buying  poor  cap¬ 
tives  out  of  bondage,  mifery  and  fiavery  among  men  : 

19.  But  ye  know  that  it  was  by  nolefs  a  price*  than 
the  noble  and  invaluably  precious  blood,  (litterings  and 
death  of  the  fon  of  God*  as  the  anointed  Saviour*  who* 
through  the  eternal  Spirit  offered  himfelf  without  fpot 
vnto  Godf  ( Heb *  ix.  14*)  as  an  atoning  facrificc  of  a 
fweet  fm tiling  favour*  ( Eph .  v.  2*}  perfectly  holy*  and 
free  from  all  original  or  aftuai  defilement*  flaw  or  de* 
fcfl*  as  was  typified  by  the  pafchal  Iamb*  and  the  lambs 
which  were  offered  as.  daily  facrifices  every  morning  and 

even* 
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evening,  under  the  law,  and  were  to  be  without  joy 
lc im(  of  blcinilh,  (Ex.  ait*  5,  and  Num*  xxviii.  3*4,  9,} 

that  they  might  the  better  prefigure  this  immaculacy 
and  eminent  Lamb  of  Cod : 

20.  Who  was  moft  certainly  intended  to  be  the  only 

true  propitiatory  (acrifice,  long  before 'jbofc  lepl  (ha* 
dove  of  him  were  inftitlited  ;  yen,  who  was  originally 
appointed  of  Cod  hereunto  in  his  eternal  decree,  before 
the  foundation  of  the  earth  was  hid ;  but  it  was  in  the 
fulncls  of  time!  that  he  was  font  into  our  nature  and 
world,  (GaU  ir*  4.)  and  fo  was  mamfefted  in  the  fleflii 
to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law \  and  in  thefe 
concluding  dap  of  the  Jcwith  age,  and  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  hft  difpen'fotion  of  Gap  grace  to  the- 
church,  he  was  clearly  made  known,  and  demonftrated 
to  be  the  great  and  only  Redeemer  of  toft  tinners,  which 
})t  really  is,  and  1$  now  openly  declared  to  be  for  your 
eternal  ialtation  ;  * 

21.  Who  through  him,  zb  the  only  Mediator,  tmft 
and  fiope  in  God,  as  a  reconciled  God  and  Father,  who, 
in  teftimony  of  his  being  thoroughly  appealed  by  the 
blood  of  Chrift,  railed  up  his  crucified  body  from  the 

frave,  and  exalted  Mm  in  human  nature  to  the  Mgheft 
onour,  authority  and  dominion,  at  his  own  right  hand, 
that  ye,  encouraged  by  (bis  uiiqutftiqnable  evidence  of 
his  being  the  true  and  accepted  Meffiah,  and  of  his  haT 
ving  'finished  the  work  which  hit  Father  gave  him  to 
do  upon  ^arth,  might  place  yourimjrc  dependence  and 
confidence  in  God,  through  him,  -  for  ail  the  bl effing? 
ye  need  here,  and  For  a  re  fur  reft  ion  to  eternal  life  nod 
glory  hereafter,  ye  therein  relying  upon  God  u  a  God 
of  p^ace  and  Father  pf  mercies  to  you  on  his  account. 

%2*  Since  ye  have  been  enabled  to  mortify  and  fub* 
due  the  power  of  tbofc  corruptions  which  forrnerlyde* 
filed  your  fouls,  and  to  become  holy  in  heart  and  life, 
(t/tfr.  14.  15.)  by  the  obedience  of  faith,  accordingto 
the  command  or  God,  and  the  truth  of  rlic  gofpri,  (fee 
Rem .  xvL  2j-  ahd  1  fob#  hi.  23.}  through  rhe 

powerful  operation  of  the  Divine  Spirit, who  has  wrought 
this ‘happy  and  holy  change  in  you;  and  fi  nee  being 
thus  fun&jied  ihrcngb  the  truth;  (Jc hn  xvii*  17.)  yc 
arc  brought  to  aTinccre,  undiffi: muled  and  hearty  af- 
feftion  to  your  Chrifthm  brethren,  as  fiich,  *  let  it  he 

Jrour  daily  confricutiaus  care  to  cultivate  this  brotherly 
ove,  yet  more  and  more,-  towards  one  another,  not 
merely  in  word,  but  in  truth,  with  all  its  fubfhmmt 
fruits  and  genuine  tfiefts,  aud  with  the  intenfc  fervour 
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of  a  heart  purified  by  faith*  and  by  regenerating  grace. 

23.  Ye  being*  as  1  truft,  realty  partakers  of  a  new 
and  fpirinial  birth*  which  doth  not  proceed  from  mor¬ 
tal  feed,  like  your  natural  birth*  nor  from  a  corrupt 
principle*  which  produces  only  corruptible  effe£ks*iiic 
what  the  carnal  Jews  received*  with  all  its  external  pri¬ 
vileges*  bydefoent*  as  the  natural  feed  of  Abrabam; 
but  is  a  fupernatural*  fpiritaal  and  immortal  birth  ;  ye 
being  begotten  by  means  of  the  Word  of  Truth*  [Jam. 

]>  i8»)  which  is  incorruptible  in  itfelf*  and  in  its  vital 
product  ion*  and  which,  under  the  influence  of  the  DU 
vine  Spirit*  is  of  quickening  efficacy*  and*  like  its  au* 
jhor*  remains  unchangeably  the  fame  in  its  own  nature^ 
?nd  in  its  immortal  virtue  for  ever;  and  fo  brings  forth 
a  nobler  binh  than  can  be  derived  from  the  moft  fa- 

h  ■ 

mous  ancdlpre  upon  earth, 

24*  For  all  flefbty  defeeitt*  with  its  faireft  fruits*  .. 
may  properly  be  compared  to  the  green  grafe  or  herb  of 
the  field ;  {If a*  xl.  6.  7*)  and  all  the  natural  and  acqui¬ 
red  endowments  of  man*  as  man*  and  external  privi¬ 
leges  of  any  man*  in  his  prefent  ftate  of  degeneracy* 
and  all  the  ornaments  of  nature  and  art*  as  well  as  tbe 
honours  of  pedigree*  which  carnal  minds  pride  them- 
fdvesin*  and  the  Jews  bo  a  ft  of  in  their  relation  to  A- 
braham  ;  alj  this  may  be  likened  to  the  gay  and  beauti¬ 
ful  flower  which  the  grafe  bears  in  its  verdure ;  it  all 
foon  fades  and  dies  away*  like  blighted  and  withering 
£rafr*  together  with  its  moftftowy  and  admired  adorn* 
mgs,  that  ficken  and  drop  ofF*  like  the  flowers  of  the 
field,  when  the  wind  paJTe$  oyer  it*  and  it  is  gone* 
(Pf  ciii.  *5.  id,} 

2  5 .  But  fo  incomparably  more  excellent  is  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  [!fa*  xl,  8,)  and  the  fpimual  birth  produ¬ 
ced  by  it,  that  it  always  abides  the  fame  in  its  own  na¬ 
ture  and  effe£U*  as  the  feed  which  remains  in  true 
believers;  (1  John  iii*  9.)  and  is  ever  living  and  enli¬ 
vening  without  decay  of  ir$  virtue*  and  will  be  effec¬ 
tual  to  puke  them  happy  for  ever*  And  this  is  no  o- 
ther  than  that  divinely  inspired  word,  which  contains 
the  glad  tidings  of  falvation  by  Jefus  Cbrift*  and  is 
; communicated  to  you  in  the  promulgation  of  the  gofpel 
by  his  miniftring  fervants*  and  rendered  efficacious  in 
the  renovation  of  the  whole  man?  by  the  b|effa|  Spirit 
unto  eternal  life. 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  a  beautiful  and  harmonious  concurrence  is  there  in  the  cic&ion  of  the 
Father,  the  redemption  of  the  Son*  and  the  of  the  Spirir,  For  pm- 

iucirj:  frith  and  holy  obedience  here,  iu  ovdtr  to  comp* eat  falvation  herralbr  1 

■  JileiTVd 
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Bleffed  be  God,  that  wherever  his  grace  takes  effirft  upon  any  of  os,  we  are 
new  bom  to  a  happy  and  glorious  Immortality ;  and  our  fouls  are  purified  by  the 
obedience  of  faith,  unto  a  finccre  love  of  the  brethren,  through  the  Spirit,  by 
means  of  the  gofpd,  which  has  a  rjuiehenlngvfrtue,  and  ever  lives  in  its  effica¬ 
cy' to  maintain  the  principle  uffpnrituallife,  till  it  beperfe&ed  in  life  eternal  i 
We  are  therein  begotten  as  the  children  of  God,  according  to  bis  rich  and  a- 
bounding  mercy,  to  a  living  hope  of  heaven /through  the  refQrrrQion  of  Chrift 
from  the  dead,  and  to  an  enjoyment,  in  due  time;  of  that  glorious  inheritance, 
which  is  incorruptible,  free  from  all  impurity,  and  eternally  abiding  and  enter¬ 
taining,  without  decay ;  And  as  this  is  made  ready  and  referred  in  heaven  for  us* 
fo  we  are  frfely  kept  by  the  power  of  God,  through  frith,  to  that  Cal  ration, 
which  fhall  he  revealed  in  all  its  fulnefi,  grace  and  glory  at  the  taft  day,  for 
which  we  believe  in  an  unfvcti  Jefus.  G  delightful  profped  and  freurity  to  all 
that  are  born  of  God  \  How  tranfrendent  to  the  peri  firing  honours  and  ad  tan* 
tages  of  this  fife,  which  fade  and  die,  like  the  grafs  and  flower  of  the  field ! 
AVithwhat  tranfport  may  their  faith  triumph  m  Chrift  a  arid  frail  the  various  mo¬ 
mentary  affr&ions,  which  God  fees  to  be  needful  for  them,  that  their  frith  be¬ 
ing  exercifed,  proved  and  improved,  by  means  of  thofe  fiery  trials,  to  better 
purport:  than  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  may  fhine  with  the  brighter  honour  and  glo¬ 
ry  at  the  final  appearing  of  Jefqs  Chrift !— What  a  folid  foundation  for  our 
„  faith  have  we  in  him,  who  was  appointed  of  God  from  all  eternity  to  be  his  falva- 
tion;wss  foretold  by  the  a  ntient  prophets,  and  is  now  more  dearly  revealed  in  the 
gofpel !  He  came  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  to  redeem  bis  people  from  all  their  fins 
and  ruin  of  the  fall,  and  of  traditional  corruptions,  not  with  ft  her  and  gold,  but 
with  Hs^own  precious  blot*),  as  of  a  lamb  without  bfenrilh  ;  and  his  father  rai- 
fed  him  from  the  dead,  and  exalted  him  in  our  nature  to  the  hightft  authority 
gqd  dignity ,  that  our  frith  and  hope  might  be  emboldened  to  fix  on  God,  as  our 
.reconciled  God  and  Father  through  him*  How  furprifing  and'  important  arc 
thefe  things  f  The  boly  angels  elofely  ftudy  them;  and  we  ought  to  do  fo  roo, 
as  being  mure  nearly  concerned  in  them - *How  affectionately  fhoutd  we  love 
tbe  once  fuffering  and  now  exalted  Saviour,  ai;d  all  our  Chriftian  brethren  for 
bis  fekcl  How  holy  ought  we  to  be  in  obedience  to  the  commands,  and  in  i- 
nutation  of  our  heavenly  Father,  who,  as  an  impartial  judge,  has  no  refped  of 
■  perfona,  but  will  pais  a  final  fentence  of  happinefs,  or  mifery,  by  Jefus  Chrift, 
upon  the  whole  world,  according  to  the  different  kinds  and  degrees  trf  their 
works  1  With  what  godly  fear  ftiould  we  reverence  him  all  the  days  of  our 
lives  l  And  how  fhould  we  behave  with  vigilance  and  ibbriety  rj  pilgrims  and 
ftratigers,  who  no  longer  fail  in  with  tbe  corrupt  manners  of  this  yrorid,  as  in 
tbe  time  of  our  imregencrar.y ;  but  travel  through  it  to  our  heavenly  home, 
and  maintain  a  ftedfaft  hope  to  the  end  of  life,  that  he,  who  has  begun  the  good 
work  in  us,  will  fimfli  it  in  eternal  glory ! .  May  grace  and  peace  be  a  him* 
danUy  multiplied  to  a!)  foch  \ 


CHAP. 


Ch-U. 


Tbt  Firft  Epifiie  ef  Peter  farapbrafed . 
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r 

Tiff  ApoftU  recommends  a  temper,  fultable  to  their  char  after,  as  born 
again*,  and  a  daily  recourfe  to  Chrifl  as  their  only  foundation,  i  — lo* 
DireBs  their  holy  conversation  among  the  gentiles,  1 i,  12*  Exhorts 
fubjefts  and Servants  to  pay  proper  obedience  to  their  civil  govern* 

ors  and  wafers,  13—18*  And  to  be  patient  in  imitation  of  their 
fiifering  Saviour  under  all  harijhips  that  might  he  wrongfully  laid 
upon  them,  3J; — 15*  ' 


Text- 


Parathrue. 


*XT|j€refi»re 
TT  lajioff  a* 

fide  all  muiee* 


and  alt  guUr, 
and  hjpocrifiej, 
and  euviest  and 
ull  cyU  fpeak* 


*ny. 


2  Asn(\ir*bo^ 
b^!i^  dctirc  the 
J  inhere  milk  of 
the  vnnl  that 
\  t  may  grow 
Ibcrcby* 


3  Tf  fa  te  yt 
li 3 i*c  ta ffod  that 

the  T  o*d  if  gra¬ 
cious 

k  - '  ■ 


I.  Q INCE  therefore  ye  are  partakers  of  *  new- and 

O  fpiritnal  hirth,  whereby  ye  are  formed  for  puri¬ 
ty  and  brotherly  love,  {chap,  t.  22,  23.)  ye  ought  to 
pat  off,  caftaway,  and  utterly  abhor,  as  ye  would  old 
rotten  and  filthy  garments  that  are  unfit  to  be  worn, 
all  man  tier  of  wickednefsor  naugbtinefs,(»«r.r  *■*«»■)  fee 
Jam.  i.  2t.)  and  particularly  all  malicious,  fpiteful  and 
revengeful  heart-burnings, defigns  and  practices againft 
your  fellow  Chriftiaos,  or  any  one  whatsoever  j  toge¬ 
ther  with  all  frauds,  deceitful  flatteries  and  infmccrc 
compliments  \  and  all  hypocritical  profeflions  of  reli¬ 
gion  toward  God,  grid  of  refpeft,  love  and  fricndfhip 
ip  others ;  as  alfo  all  envious  grudging  and  repining  at 
their  profperity  ;  and  all  backbitings,  defamations  and 
detracting  words,  which  proceed  either  from  a  g oiler 
fnl,  or  malicious,  or  envious  difpofition  of  the  heart, 

2.  And  as  all.thefe  defiling  and  pernicious  evils  are 
to  be  inti  rely  abandoned;  fo,  as  new-born  infants  long 
after  the  mother’s  milk,  ye,  under  a  feeling  fenfe  of  your 
wants,  ought  to  have  eager  appetites  for,  and  earned  de¬ 
fires  after  the  pure,' uncorrupted  word  of  God,  (  *»>■«•* 

)  as  containing  proper  food  and  nouriflmient  for 
rational  and  immortal  fouls,  that  ye  may  grow  in  know¬ 
ledge  and  grace,  comfort  and  holinefs,  and  in  all  fpiri- 
tual  ftrength^nd  fixture  unto  a  perfect  man  in  Chrift* 
( Eph.Jv.,  13,  )  by  means  of  that  very  word  of  the  gof- 
pti  by  which  ye  were  regenerated,  and  which  lives  ami 
abides  for  ever.  (  chap,  i.  23.  ) 

3,  Ye  not  only  ought  to  have,  hut  ye  certainly  will 
have  an  utter  averfion  to  all  fin,  and  an  appetite  to  the 
good  word  of  God,  (  ver-  1,  2,  )  in  cafe  ye  have  really 
had,  as  I  hope,  an  experimental  acquaintance  with,  and 
a  true  relilh  and  favour  of,  the  mercy  and  grace  of  the 
Lord  jefus  to  your  own  lbuis,  though  it  be  but  as  a 

tafte 
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4  To 

gamings  ^ 

&  living 
difctlowed  ia- 


deed  of  men  (.bat 
cfaofen  of  God, 

tod  prtctoub 


5  Ye  elC>  « 
lively  Itottrt^w 
fault  up  *  fpi- 
ritual  fcoufc*  an 
l»ely  pttcfthood 
to  offer  op  fpl* 
ritual  ficnfic«c« 
acceptable  to 
God  bj  Jefafl 
ClrSftt 

■  ri 


tafle,  io  com  pari  (be  with  what  ye  (hall  hereafter  enjoy 
ioj  and  from  him* 

4.  To  whom  ye  are  to  he  daily  applying  by  faith  far 
all  further  edification}  fuppott  and  eftabliihmcnt,  as  un¬ 
to  the  only  foundation  of  all  your  fecurity,  hope  and 
hsppioefs  ;  which,  in  allufioo  to  the  foundation  of  the 
temple*  in  which  the  Jews  glory*  may  be  compared}  not 
only  to  a  (lone  for  folidity  and  ftrength,  firmnefs  and 
'duration  ;  but*  by  way  of  eminence,  to  a  living  flone,  * 
as  he  has  life  in  himfclfi  and  communicates  quietening 
influence,  and  ever  lives  to  animate  all  that  are  united 
to  him,  and  built  upon  him.  He-is  indeed  defjnfed 

and  rejected,' as  by  die  Jcwifli  rulers,  (  Luke  ax.  17.  ) 
fa  by  all  carnal  Jews,  and  onhelievers,  who  fee  no  font) 
comeHnefi  or  beauty  in  ban  to  dejite  him,  (Ha.  liii.  2.)  and 
utiil not  come  to  him,  that  they  might  have  life-,  (  John, 
v.  40.  )  but  he  was  chofien  of  God,  and  appointed  to 
be  the  foundation  of  his  churcb  from  all  eternity1,  ( chap, 
i.  20.  )  and  is  molt  excellent  in  himfelf,  dear  and  ho¬ 
nourable  in  the  fight  of  God  bis  Father,  f  who  has  high¬ 
ly  exalted  him)  and  in  the  eftcent  of  alltnat  believe  in 
him,  ( ver.  7.- ).  as  compleatly  able  to  bear  the  whole 
weight  of  God’s  glory,  and  toe  falvation  of  his  church* 
which  he  has  laid  npoir  him. 

5.  And  ye,  thus  coming  to  him,  arc,  as  it  were  li¬ 
ving  Hones,  ( *>s  *«<<»  f»»T«r  )  as  being  fpiritually  alive 
by  derivation  from  him,  in  virtue  of  your  union  with 
him,  who  is  your  living  and  enlivening  foundation ;  and 
are  erected  and  edified  in'thenobleft  manner- upon  him, 
being  built  together  for  a  habitation  of  Cod  through 
the  Spirit ;  {Eph.  ii.  22,)  all  the  parts  of  which  build¬ 
ing  are  of  a  fpiritual  nature,  iiich  ai  God  delights  to 
■dwell  in  after  a  more  gracious  and  beneficial  manner, 

than  he  ever  did  in  the  temple,  which  was  built  of  the 
moft  beautiful  ftones :  (Luke  axi.  5.)  ye  are  alio  be¬ 
come  more  excellent  priefts  to  God,  than  thofe  under 
the  law, to  bring  and  prefent,  not  ceremonial  and  ty¬ 
pical  facrifices,  like  them,  much  Jefs  atoning  facrifices, 
like  that  of  our  Lord }  but  fpiritual  offerings  of  felf* 
dedication,  prayer  and  praifes,  alms-deeds,  and  ail  fort 

of 


K  O  T  K 

*  A  living  fie tw  in  fb o.  literal  feufe  phafis  id  the  language,  and  no  mare  im- 
puy  be  thought  an  InfttnCJlrQt  idea,  propriety  in  Chrift*i  hein J  rfal 

But  at  thia  aud  federal  other  eapref-  *  Hying  as  living 

fioiu  i n  thcibllowiogverfe  aft  tYideot*  4  living  (John  vl.  JL  and  Heb.  X, 
ly  metaphorical,  a  ad  defined  to  figni-  2a)  To  Ihev  hu  excelleace  above  all 
fy  Chriftas  a  fphitttal  foundation,  and  other  bread*  or  way  5*  KnA  theapoftle 
hiJ  members  a*  the  building  ererted  up*  Peter's  fiieaking  of  him,  under  theme- 
ou  it,  hi  alluficiii  and  preference  fc»  the  taplior  of  d  living  jtoitf,  flitrwa  tbnt  he 
teiople  at  JerufaLem,  which  the  Jews  did  not  account  htrafelf,  but  Chriftorb 
jAnkM  upon  as  their  higheft  ^ory;  there  ly;  to  be  the  Fouotfaiien-SlPiiG  trf  tbt 

U  a  linking  beauty  vigour  aq4  eiuiryh* 
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6  Wliert(«l» 

Mlo  it  it  con¬ 
tained  in  ■  the 

fcripturc.  Be¬ 
hold*  I  lav  m 

Sion  a  chiefcor* 
net*  front*  deft, 

pftcioni  i  Atid 

he  that  bclier* 
eth  on  him  lb  all 
not  becenfonud- 
ed* 


7  Unto  you 
the  re)  ore  «  h  icli 

belitve  ir  i.tpre- 
cioiu;  but  unto 


of  fruits  of  rigbtcoufnels,  (Rom.  xii,  i.  Phi!,  i.  it,  and 

Hcb.  xiii.  lj.  I(S.)  which  are  well-pleaJing  to  God,  and 
gredoufly  accepted  of  him,  through,  and  on  account  of 
the  propitiatory  facrifice  and  interceflion  of  Chrift,  the 
only  mediator,  who  hag  reconciled  you  to  God,  introdu¬ 
ces  you  to  him,  and  renders  both  your  per Ibns  and  fcf- 
rices  acceptable  in  his  fight.  1 

6.  Accordingly,  we  hare  a  teftimony  of  the  following 
purport  concerning  Cbrift,  as  it  is  contained  in  the 
prophetic  writings  of  the  Old  Telia  men  t,  (Ifa.  xxviii. 
1 6.)  obfcrvc,  lays  God,  with  attention  and  holy  admi¬ 
ration,  faith  and  hope,  love  and  joy,  I,  the  fove  reign 
Lord  of  all,  hare  of  my  own  mere  good  pleafure  'ap¬ 
pointed  and  provided,  fitted,  prepared,  and  placed  the 
Media h  in  my  Church*,  as  a  fure  foundation  and. chief 
corner*  ft  one,  which  has  been  tried  and  proved,  and 
found  effcftua],  to  unite  Jews  and  Gentiles,  the  Old 
and  New  Teft ament  Church,  and  cement  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  both  firmly  and  compaftiy  together;  and  to 
add  ftrength  and  beauty  to  them ;  a  (lone,  which  I,  in 
infinite  wifdom  and  grace,  have  chofen  for  this  purpofe, 
which  is  excellent  and  honourable  in  itfelf,  and  exceed¬ 
ing  dear  to  me.  And  whofoever  he  be,  whether  Jew 
or  Gentile,  a  greater  or  idler  firmer,  that  depends  in- 
tirely  dn  Chrin,  or  builds  hy  faith  on  him,  as  his  fure 
and  only  foundation,  (hall  never  be  afhamed  to  own 
him,  or  be  confounded  by  any  of  his  enemies  for  pro* 
felling  his  name,  nor  lhall  he  ever  be  afhamed  or  con¬ 
founded,  through  any  di (appointment  of  his  hope  in 
Chrift,  as  they  are,  who  i  neon  fide  raid  y  build  on  a 
faady  foundation,  and  whofe  vain  confidences  are 
defeated,  through  rafli  and  precipitate  meafures,  and 
and  orer*hafle  to  accompiifh  them  :  (fee  the  note  un 
Rom.  ix.  33.)  bnt  he  (hall  have  beldneft  in  the  day  ef 

judgemental  Johniv.  17.)  as  one  difoharged  from  guilt 
and  condemnation,  and  made  perfect  in  holinefs  and 
happinefs,  throngh  the  Redeemer's  righteoufnefs. 

7.  He  therefore  is  a  high  honour,  («**}  and  cannot 
but  be  of  high  eftcem  and  indearment  to  you  who  be¬ 
lieve  in  him,  and  build  all  your  hopes  intirely  upon 
hiraj  he,  in  his  perfon,  offices  and  benefits,  and  in  hie 

relation 

T  X, 

where  the  firft  gofpcI-cliQrch  was  crec- 
ted  on  this  foundation-  (AAs  il*  4T-— 
47*)  But  ae  .Sion  and  mount-Sion  areire. 
ry  com  men  ly  ufed  tor  God'*  church  end 
1>cop!c  in  the  Old  TcftamcnV  ond  in 
Uc|>.  tiIi-  22,  I  hdvc  rather  chofb  to 
giv*  the  paraph  rate  in  that  fen  IV*  a & 
inott  agreeable  to  tlic  current  of  the 
couuku 


N  O 

*  In  Sion  may  Hkevife  poQibly  refer 
to  JtmlaUm,  which  la  *ften  called  Si¬ 
on  and  mount  Stab  in  the  pr.dma  and 
the  prophets;  and  fo  God'a  laying  thiv 
chi*/  CQtutr-jtQttc  Sic?*,  niiy  point  to 
the  place  where  n or  Lord  fin] /bed  the 
work  of  redemption;  where  tbe  glad  ti¬ 
ding;®  of  fdlvation  by  him  were  firtt 
jmbTifbed,  and  from  thence  fpread  a- 
bread;  (i'f  oua-  and  lfiu  ii*  3.)  And 
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tb«m  whirli  b*  relation  to  you,  is  altogether  lovely  in  your  account, 

ftww  wbicli  the  an<*  's*  and  forever  will  be,  your  crown  and  glory,  ho- 
bwlden  diial-  nouring  yoo,  and  honoured  by  you :  but  to  them  who, 
lowed,  the  Tame  being  difobedient  to  God  and  him,  and  to  his  .  word, 
’*  the  let  him  at  nought,  and  rtie&  him  by  unbelief,  this  very 

aer  °  *  ct0r*  (Vonc,  which  the  Jewiih  rulers,  who  pretended  to  be, 
*  and  ought  to  have  been,  the  builders  of  the  church  of 

lfrael,  would  not  receive,  but  difapproved  of,  as  the 


8  kw\  3  ftftCt* 
oAtninblin^And 
a  rock  of  offence, 
€wn  tv  them, 
which  ftn*nble 
at  the  wnftl,  he* 
ingdifrbedients 
whercunto  alfo 

ihuy  were 

pointed. 


foundation  of  the  gofpel-church,  according  to  a  pro¬ 
phetic  account  of  bim  and  them  j  (Pf.  cxviii.  22.)  even 
he  is  by  the  ordination  and  fetdement  of  God,  not- 
withftanding  all  their  fpite  and  rage  againft  him,  the 
foundation,  chief  corner- Hone,  flrengrh  and  glory  of 
his  fpirimal  houfe. 

8.  And  at  the  fame  time,  according  to  another  pro¬ 
phecy,  (Ifa.  viii.  14)  he  is. become,  like  a  font  that  lies 
in  mens  way,  at  which  they  Humble  and  fall  to  their 
hurt  'y  and  like  a  roct,  which  they  raflily  dafh  them- 
fclves  agarnft  to  their  deftruftion ;  he  is  fo  to  them, 
who  are  offended  at  the.  do&rine  of  the  gofpcl,  which 
fets  bim  forth  as  the  only  foundation  that  God  has 
laid,  and  betides  which  no  other  can  be  laid,  to  atifwer 
its  end  }  (t  Cor.  iii-  11^)  they  being  obftmately  unbe¬ 
lieving  and  refraifory,  -to  which  God,  in  his  holy  fo- 
vercignty  and  righteous  judgement,  parpofrd  to  leave 
them,  as  to  the  free  choice  of  tbeir  own  per verfe  hearts; 


and,  for  which,  he  determined  that  this  Hone  Ihould 


fall,  and  his  jullice  fhould  be  glorified  on  them  to 
their  utter  ruiu.  (fee  the  note  on  Mom.  ix.  18.) 

9.  liutye,  who  are  built  upon  Chritt,  as  your  fonn- 
a  1  at  Nation,  are,  in  the  bell  and  molt  valuable  fenie,  par- 

ration,  a  royal  takers  of  all  the  blefliugs  that  were  Itgnificd  by  the  ex- 
prirftimod,  an  ternal  privileges  and  national  honours  of  the  vifi’-.te 
holy  nation  a  church  of  lfrael :  (Esod,  xix.  6.  and  Deut.  vii.  6.)  ye 

that  *je  Pih«oid  are  a  new- bom  generation  and  kindred  (M«f)  of  fpiri- 
ihew  jorth  the  tual  2nd  noble  birth,  whom  God  has  fee  span  for  him* 
pmfo  of  him  fyjf  by  eternal  choice,  and  cffeftual  calling:  ye  have 

*n'unftiou  from  the  Holy  One*  and  are  kings  and 

darkneft  fttto  Pr*€fi*  (Rev,  1*  tf.)  like  pHfJCCSt  y«  hr»TC 

Lis  marvellous  power  with  him,  and  victory  over  fin,  futati  and  the 
light;  world,  together  with  a  holy  dominion- over  your  cwn 

fpirits,  and  are  heirs  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  *  and 
as,  like  pricftSf  ye  are  feperated  from  the  reft  of  the 
world,  and  confronted  to  Cod  for  offering  f pi  ritual  fa- 
crificcs  acceptable  to  him  by  Jefiis  C  tin  ft :  ^vcr.  5  )  ye 
are  alfo  a  holy  fnciety  formed  into  one  fplritual  body, 
like  a  nation  coilcded  together,  under  Chrift  your  Lord 

and 


Ch.  li. 
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TO  micli  in 
time  paft  vrtrt 
not  a*  people* 
but  are  nov  the 
people  of  God ; 
which  bad  ,noc 
obtained  mercy* 

bur  nov  have 

* 

obtained  Bier  * 


Tl  Dearly  be- 

Invtdjl  beiteeb 
^1/  at  ftranpri 
and 

ah  (lain  from 
hcihljr  Julie* 

vldch  war  ft' 
gaialt  tile  foul; 


12  Ft&vfajj 
your  con  re rfe- 
tioA  hoaeft  u- 


and  King,  fandtfied  by  his  fpirit,  governed  by  his  laws* 
and  embarked  in  the  tame  common  caufc  and  i  ate  reft* 
And  ye  are  a  porchafed  and  fpecial  property,  to  him, 
that,  fuitabie  to  your  dignities,  privileges,  bleflings  and 
obligations,  ye  might  both  really  and  intentionally  dis¬ 
play  the  glory  of  divine  virtues  and  perfections*  fuch 
as  the  infinite  wifdom  and  power,  holinefs,  juftice, 
goodnefa  and  truth  of  God ;  and  might  fliew  forth,  in 
word  and  deed,  his  honour  and  praife,  who  has  called 
you  by  Ms  grace,  and  delivered  you  from  the  darknefj 
of  ignorance  arid  error,  fm  and  mifery  ;  .in  which  ye 
'were  formerly  involved ;  and  bas  brought  you  into  the 
moft  wonderful  and  affeCing  light  of  truth  and  grace, 
holinefs  and  comfort,  which  lie  has  caufcd  to  ftune  in 
your  hearts  :  (a  Cor*  iv*  6*) 

zo.  Who,  for  ages  part,  have  been  difowned  of  God, 
and  divorced  from  bis  vifible  covenant ;  (Jer*  in,  8*  and 
Hof.  i*  6*  9.)  but  now  by  the  grace  of  the  gofpel 
through  Jefua  Chrjfi,  are  brought  into  the  fwcet  and  a* 
biding  relation  of  a  covenant* people  to  him  ;  and  who, 
during  alt  thofe  former  ages,  were  Ihut  out  from  the 
diftinguiftiing  effects  of  his  fpecial  mercy,  but  have  now 
found  mercy  with  him,  unto  the  renovation  of  nature, 
the  forgjventfs  of  fins,  and  juftifi cation  of  life,  accord* 
mg  to  fiofea* s  prophecy,  (chap*  it.  23*)  and  this,  in  a 
higher  fenfe,  may  be  faid  of  thofe  Gentiles  among  you, 
who  are  now  brought  to  the  faith  of  Chrift,  and  (o  be- 
comethe  fpiritual  Iced  o(  dhraham.ffee  the  noteonllonK 
«.  25.) 

1 1.  In  confederation  therefore  of  thefe  diftinguifhing 
favours,  which  God  has  bellowed  upon  you,  my  dear 
brethren,  whom  he  bas  formed for  kimfe/f,  that  ye  might 
Jbcw  forth  his  praife ^  (Ifa,  xliiLai*}.!  eameitly  in¬ 
treat,  and  exhort  you  «««**)  to  look  upon  yourfrlvcs 
as  pilgrims  and  mangers  upon  earth,  who  are  travelling 
onward  to  a  better  country }  {Heh.  xi.  13*  16.)  and  I 
Itefccch  you,  as  fuch,  to  renounce  and  keep  clear  of  all 
tltoft  inward  workings  of  fenfual  inclinations,  inordt-  - 
rtate  afTe£tions  and  defircs  after  earthly  things,  which 
a  rife  from  the  corruption  of  nature,  and  exert  themfdves 
hy  the  body  \  and  are  contrary  to  the  liberty,  peace  and 
honour,  purity  and  holinefs  of  ycur  renewed  fouh;  and, 
as  the  worft  of  all  enemies,  are  engaged  in  a  perpetual 
war  againfl  them,  and  do  their  uunult  to  defile,  Jitlurb, 
enfnare  and  deflroy  them* 

i  a*  Take  heed  that  the  whole  of  your  behaviour  to* 
wards,  and  udder  the  obfi-r ration  of,  the  unconverted 

Gentiles, 
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Gentiles,  among  whom  ye  live,  be  decent,  honourable* 
and  commendable  for  its  amiable  beauty,  (***4’)  every 
way  worthy  of  your  holy  profellion  ;  to  the  end  that 
whereas  they  feet  all  occafions  to'  reproach  you,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  your  profeQion  of  Chrift,  andf  to  fpeak  againft 
you,  as  though  ye  were  a  refratlory,  ufelefs  and  mif- 
chievous  fort  of  people,  and  pra£tifers  of  iniquity,  they 
may  be  effeftiudly  confuted  by  your  regular,  blamelefs, 
holy,  benevolent  and  lovely  deportment  in  every  rela* 
tion  of  life,  by  means  of  which,  they,  as  eye-wimeffrf 
of  it,  may  be  induced  to  think  well  of  you  and  of  your 
religion,  and  may  be  thcmfelves  brought  to  glorify 
God,  by  admiring  his  grace  in  you,  and  by  imitating 
your  good  conversation  in  Chrift,  when  they  come  nar¬ 
rowly  to  iiifpeQ  into  it,  and  when  he  Ihall  look  upon 
them  and  vifit  them  in  his  mercy,  {Luke  i,  69*)  and 
{hall  fet  hrs  gofpel  home  with  light  and  power  upon 
their  hearts ;  and  fo  render  k  effc£tual  to  their  own 
falvation. 

L  _  _ 

13,  14.  In  order  hereunto,  let  me  guard  you  againft 
fome  things  that  give  occaiions  of  great  offence  to  your 
enemies,  as  for  inftance,  bow  ftrong  foever  the  preju* 
dices  of  fomc  of  you  may  be,  through  jewifti  notions, 
againft  obeying  heathen  magiftrates,  remember,  that  as 
the  theocracy,  or  that  divine  form  of  government,  in 
which  God  was  the  King  of  Urael,  is  expired,  it  is  now 
your  duty  as  Chriftians,  to  be  fubjefl  in  all  matters  of 
a  civil  nature,  to  every  fecular  power,  which  is  legally 
fet  over  you  hy  the  appointment  and  confcnt  of  the 
community;  which,  on  that  account,  may  be  called 
the  ordinance  of  man ;  and  yet  is  the  ordinance  of 
God,  as  be  has  appointed  and  ordered  it  for  the  good  of 
human  fociety,  and  hy  his  providence  dire£ls  and  in¬ 
clines  bodies  of  people  to  fet  up  fuch  a  form  of  it,  as 
they  apprehend  to  be  belt  for  the  prefer  vat  ion  of  all 
their  civil  and  religious  rights,  liberties,  privileges  and 
properties,  and  for  their  protection  and  fa  let  yin  an  en~ 
joyment  of  them  :  (fee  the  notes  on  Horn.  xii.  i.  1,) 
-And  ye  ought  to  fubmit  ycurfeJves  to  its  rulers  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  command  of  the  Lord  Chrift,  (Matth* 
xxii.  21.)  and  for  the  honour  of  his  name,  that  it  may 
not  be  evil  fpoken  of,  as  though  he  were  the  author  of 
a  religion  which  fubvem  the  laws  and  rights  of  civil 
fociety.  Ye  therefore  Chou  Id  think  yburfclves  obliged 
in  confidence,  to  pay  cheerful  obedience  in  all  lawful 
things  to  unbelievers,  as  well  as  others,  that  hold-  the 
reins  of  government  where  yc  live,  according  to  their 
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political  char  after  and  authority  5  whether  to  the  fove- 
nrigu*  fuch  as  a  king  or  emperor,  like  the  Roman  Cx* 
far  j  or  to  fubordinare  mag iitr arcs,  like  the  governors 
of  provinces,  and  inferior  officers,  as  thofe  that  are  de¬ 
puted  by  him,  and  a ft  under  hts  corxuniflton,  in  the 
feveral  para  of  his  dominions,  to  execute  the  juft  laws 
of  the  country,  according  to  the  ends  for  which  God 
has  appointed  their  authority  ;  as  particularly  for  in* 
flirting  deferred  pimUhmeru  upon  thofe  that  are  im¬ 
moral  atid  jprulatkc,  difobedient  to  the  juft  laws  of  go¬ 
vernment,  injurious  to  the  lives  and  properties  of  others, 
and  difturbers  of  the  public  peace;  and  for protefting, 
encouraging,  favouring  and  rewarding  thole  who  be¬ 
have  as  becomes  faithful  fubjqfts,  and  are  orderly, 
ber,  honeft  and  benevolent  in  their  ftatiom.  (Ram, 

»M  .  \  * 

xui.  3—5,) 

15.  For  it  is  the  declared  will  and  command  of 
God,  and  well-pleating  in  his  light,  that,  by  a  regu¬ 
lar  and  commendable  courle  of  life,  ye  difprove,  and 
flop  the  mouth  of  unreafooable  and  wicked  calumnies 
Avhich  men  of  weak  and  prejudiced  minds,  who  are 
ft  rangers  to  God,  and  to  your  true  ch  a  rafter,  would 
raife  againft  you  and  your  religion,  as  If  it  made  you 
bad  fubjefts* 

16.  it  is  bis  will,  that  ye  conduit  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  becomes  thofe,  who,  as  his  free  men,  are  indeed 
delivered  from  the  tyranny  of  fin  and  fa  tan,  and  from 
the  ceremonial  yoke,  and  the  curfe  of  the  moral  law; 
and  arc  free  from  .all  obligations  to  fubmit  to  tmpoft- 
t ions  upon  confidence  by  any  authority  of  men :  And 
he  requires,  that  ye  never  turn  this  liberty  into  iicen- 
t'oulucfs ;  nor  make  pretences  of  afierung  it,  a*  a  co¬ 
ver  to  (edition  and  wickcdnefs,  {*«*  ***'«r)  or  any  ma* 
lipnant  evil  wbatlbevcr ;  but  that  ye  ufe  it  only  for 
fuch  good  porpofes,  as  God  approves  of  in  them  that 
are  his  fcrvsnts,  ns  well  as  fir  re-men ;  and  arc  bound 
to  do  every  thing  in  obedience  to  him,  as  your  fupreme 
Lord  and  King,  who  has  the  highdt  demands  upon 
you,  amt  enjoins  the  duty  we  owe  to  him,  and  to  o- 
thers,  according  to  his  will. 

17.  Under  this  conviftion  therefore,  fee  that  ye  c- 
fteem,  and  pay  a  fu  it  able  refpeft,  on  every  occasion,  to 
all  ye  have  to  do  with,  according  to  their  feveral  ranks 
and  flnrions,  whether  they  be  high  or  low,  rich  or 
poor,  Chrtftians  or  heathens,  as  far  as  any  commend¬ 
able  thing  appears  in  them.  Entertain  and  exprefs  the 
moil  alhftionate  love  to  your  believing  brethren  of  all 
denominations*  as  members  of  Chrilt,  and  of  the 

Vql-  VI,  t  li  houfliold 
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houfhold  of  faith  together  with  yourfelves*  Do  every 
thing  with  a  religious*  filial  and  reverential  fear  of 
God*  and  of  offending  him*  like  true  worfhippers  of 
him,  who  always  ail  with  a  con  faience  void  of  offence 
toward  God  and  toward  men-  Upon  this,  principle* 
and  as  far  as  is  confiftent  with  kr  behave  as  loyal  fub* 
jetbin  paying  all  civil  homage  and  refpeft  to  the  per- 
fon  and  office  of  the  chief  ruler*  as  fiich*  whom  God 
in  his  providence  has  inverted  with  legal  dignity  and 
authority  over  you,  even  though,  like  Nero  the  prefect 
emperor,  he  be  a  heathen  prince  and  inveterate  enemy 
to  Chrifliinity* 

1$.  As  to  thofe  of  you  who  are  houfhold  fer- 

vauts  of  every  rank,  whether  Haves  or  not,  that  may 
be  perfuaded  to  think  yourfelves  no  longer  obliged  to 
pay  obedience  to  unbelieving  matters*  it  certainly  is- 
your  duty  to  be  humbly  fubmiflive  to  their  lawful  or* 
ders*  with  -a  becoming  reverence  of  them*  whatever  be 
their  religious  character  and  to  ferve  them  with  fide¬ 
lity,  and  fear  of  offending  them,  ami  of  offending  God 
by  difobedience  to  their  yurt  commands.  (Col.  itt*  22.) 
This  duty  is  to  be  paid,  not  only  to  fuch  matters  as  are 
generous*  kind*  meek*  and-  merciful  in  their  temper 
and  behaviour ;  but  even  to  thofe  alfo*  who  areauftere 
arid  morofe  in  their  carriage  to  rheir  fervxnis*  efpecially 
if  it  be  only  bccaufe  they  are  Chriftians* 
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19.  For  it  is  nutter  of  praife*  and  favours  of  a  gra¬ 
cious  fpiritj  and  is -(jot*)  a  free  gift  or  God*  and  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  him,  if  any  one*  for -the  fake  of  his  re* 
ligion*  and  from  a  corifcience  toward  God*  patiently 
and  quietly  fuffers  abufive*  grievous  and  injurious 
treatment,  without  any  juft  provocation  given  by  him, 
or  any  fault  of  his  own. 

ao.  For  what  honour  to  Chrift*  or  to  yourfelves;  or 
what  room  for  commendation  can  there  be,  if,  when 
ye  have  been  guilty  of  any  neglect,  unfiiithfulnefs,  or 
mtftiemeanor,  yc  are  faverely  beaten  for  it  according  to 
your  deferts*  and  are  forced  to  fubmit  to  it,  as  rhe  float 
and  due  reward  of  your  own  evit  doings  ?  There  can 
be  no  credit  to  religion*  or  ro  you  in  this  :  your  crime 
makes  fuch  fufferrugs  a  reproach,  in  Head  of  an  honour, 
K>th  to  God  and  yourfelvcs.  But  if  when  ye  per¬ 
form  the  duties  of  your  places  with  diligence  and  fi¬ 
delity,  and  are  confcientiotis  in  your  religious  devotions* 
and'  are  chaftifcd  for  tt,  and  bear-it  witb  all  humble 


patience  and  fubmifiion  ;  this  h  an  excellent  and  holy 
temper,  which  God  freely  gives,  and  is  highly  pleafed 
with*  (x*?** ) 


21  For 
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21.  For  when  ye  became  Chriftiaos,  ye  were  called 

to  fubmit,  even  with  patience  and  .meeknefs,  to  injuries 
and  reproaches  for  Ctirilt  and  the  gofpet'i  £de  $  be* 
caufe  out  Lord  Jefus  himfdf  willingly  underwent  the 
grcateft  fuftcrings  and  revifings,  in  his  love  and  kind- 
nefe  to  u$  *,  and  particularly  to  you,  for  your  advan¬ 
tage,  and  indeed  in  your  room  and  ftcad  ;  and  therein, 
among  Ail  I  higher  nefigm  of  his  death,  (fee  vcr.%4. 
and  chap.  »u.  18.)  left  you  a  moil  perfect  pattern  of  pa¬ 
tience  in  fufferings,  to  the  end  that  ye,  in  love,  duty 
and  honour  to  him,  might  tread  in  his  Heps,  as  exactly 
as  poflibb,  by  imitating  him  in  this,  and  in  the  whole 
of  his  htamelefs  behaviour. 
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21,  Who,  not  wit  lift  sliding  all  the  falfe  and  malicious 
accufations  of  bis  enemies,  never  was  guilt j  of  thc-lsaft 
fault  tn  any  ode  ad  of  his  life,  but  was  hoty^  barmh?fs% 
pndefiied,  fepor ate  from  firmer*  f  and  went  about  doing 
good :  {Heb.  vis.  26*  and  A £ts  r*  38.)  Nor  was  there 
ever  found  the  lead  infmeemy,  deceit  or  fahhood  in 
his  words,  ordutlrine;  nor  conid  the  word  of  his  ad* 
verfaries  ever  prove  any  thing  of  that  kind  upon  him: 
Butin  the  mod  eminent  fenfe,  (aofwerableto  Levi  hit 
type)  the  law  of  truth  was  in  hit  mouth  ;  and  iniquity 
was  not  found  in  his  lips ;  (Malic*  ii*  6.} 

23*  Who  when  he  was  mamefuliy  reproached,  as  a 
blafphcmcr,  an  irnpoftor,  and  one  poflVfled  of  sl  diaboli¬ 
cal  fpiritf  and  was  coutemptuoufly  fpit  upon,  arid  de¬ 
rided  under  the  mocfc*title  of  a  king,  never  returned 
the  lead  opprobrious  language  upon  his'  infolent  and 
impious  ad *erfartcs :  when  he  fullered  the  utrooft  in* 
dignifies  and  barbarities  in  the  judgement- ball  and  at 
his  death*  he  never  di  (covered  the  lea  ft  impatience,  nor 
threatened  to  avenge  him  fell,  as  he  juftly  might,  and 
eafily  could,  upon  his  perficutors ;  but  meekly  and 
calmly  referred  himfdf  and  his  caufe  to  his  heavenly 
Father  *  trufting  in  him  to  give  righteous  judgement 
between  bimfclt  xnd  bis  CTticifiers  ;  and  at  the  fame 


*4  Who  hti 
irwn  fdf  bore 
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time  praying,  that,  in  (lead  of  avenging  their  wlckrrf- 
nefs  in  murdering  him,  he  would  gracioully  forgive 
them,  through  his  atoning  blood  ;  (fee  Ifa*  liii.  7*  and 
Luke  xxiii*  34*) 

24.  Who,  being  finleta  in  bimfelf,  not  only  left  a 
matchlda  example  of  patience  in  his  futFerings;  but 
cheerfully  fubmiwd  to  them  with  a  ftill  much  more 
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important  and  endearing  view,  as  he  freely  became 
our  furety  and  {iibftitute,  to  anfwcr  for  our  fins,  and 
bear  the  piniifhmerit  that  in  taw  and  j;  dice  was 
due  fur  them,  which  he  put  away  hy  the  facriffoe  cf 
hirnfcjft  (Hcb.  is,  26*)  when  his  body  was  lifted  upon 
the  croft  111  the  greateft  extremity  of  torture*  and  his 
foul*  which  was  alfo  made  an  offering  for  fin ,  (Ifz,  Hit 
10.)  was  exceeding  for  ro^ju!  even  unto  death  ^  (Mattfa* 
xxvi*  3S*}  to  the  end  that*  by  the  merit,  and  in  virtue 
of  his  1  Litterings,  we  being  freed  from  the  dominion, 
as  wed  as  from  the  guilt  of  fin,  like  perfons  dead  to 
it,  might  live  in  all  holy  obedience,  and  bring  forth 
fruits  of  rightenufnefs  to  God  through  him  :  (Rom,  ti* 
2,  6, 11,  13,)  by  whofe  wounds,  which  were  made  up* 
011  his  bodv  by  fcourgings  and  piercings,  unto  the 
drawing  of  blood,  we,  in  the  application  of  this  fovc- 
reign  balm,  through  faith  in  him,  are  cured  of  rh<£ 
wor(t  of  all  wounds  and  maladies  which  fin  had  made 
upon  us,  wounds  beyond  all  companion  vorfs  than 
any  fores  that  can  be  made  upon  your  bodies,  who  are 
femnts,  and  even  (laves,  by  the  fevereft  ftripes  that 
the  mod  cruel  mailers  can  lay  upon  you.  This  there¬ 
fore  (hmitd  thoroughly  reconcile  you  to  them,  and  quiet 
and  comfort  you  under  them, 

25*  Tor  yc,  while  left  to  yourfelves  in  your  uncon¬ 
verted  Hate,  were,  like  wandering  ilieep,  even  the  loft 
Oieep  of  the  houfe  nf  Ifnd,  running  aft  ray  from  God, 
from  his  fold,  ordinances  and  commandments;  and 
running  from  the  ways  of  truth;  rightcoufncft  and 
peace,  into  every  fin ful  and  dangerous  path  that  leads 
to  eternal  ddlruftiDi)  ;  but  now,  through  rhe  enlighte¬ 
ning  and  renewing  operations  of  the  fpirit,  by  means 
of  the  pofpel,  )  yc  are  turned  hack  fiora  the 

error  of  your  ways  to  Chrift,  that  great  Shepherd  of  the 
yZw/y(Heb*  xiii.  20,)  and  kind  obferver,  vifiter  and 
infpetlor,  or  overfeer  of  your  precious  and  immortal 
fouls,  that  he,  taking  a  tender  care  of  you  as  his  charge, 
feed  and  rounds  guide  and  govern,  heal  and  de¬ 
fend  you  ftem  all  evil,  and  conduft  you  fafe  to  glo- 

>y- 


RECOLLECTIONS.- 

No  mother’s  rm?k  can  be  more  eagerly  dtlired,  or  better  refilled  by  hungry 
infants  than  the  pure  utiaduh  crated  wont  of  God  iu  hy  new  horn  fouls, for  their 
fpiritual  nourifbmenr,  who  have  taftwl that  the  Lord  is  gracious-  Ar.d  O  how 
precious  is  Chrift  to  them,  who  as  living  flunes  are  built  upon  him  ns  their  li¬ 
ving  foundation,  which  God  has  chofcn,  andkod  with  high  approbation  in  his 
church  J  They  ftnll  never  he  afliamed  of  their  faith  and  hope  in  him,  and  pn>- 
fcflion  of  him,  how  much  foever  others  may  defpifcv  reject  and  Rumble  at  him 
to  their  own  dcftru&igu,  through  the  wilful  diibhcdicccc  to  which  God  jv  tiW 

tie  term  iced 
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determined  to  leave  them*  and  for  which  to  pnnifh  them.  But  how  great  are 
the  privileges  and  bleflmgfl  of  tnc  bdietm  i  Hiongh  they  were  once  Grangers 
to  God,  and  wandering  in  the  paths  that  take  hold  on  hell,  they  have  now  found 
mercy  with  him,  who  has  cfcofen  and  called  them  out  of  ndfcrabte  darknefs  Into 
joyful  fight ;  and  has  made  them  a  holy  and  peculiar  people*  yea*  kings  and 
picfti,  to  offer  up  fpiritual  facrificcs  to  God  with  acceptance  through  Jefti* 
Chriit,  He  has  bore  their  fins  on  the  crofs,  and  taken  them  away  by  the  la- 
crifice  of  himfelf ;  he  has  healed  their  fpiritual  maladies  by  being  wounded  for 
them;  and  has  reduced  them  to  himfelfby  bis  grace,  that  they  may  be  under 
his  ififpcftioTi  and  care,  as  the  great  fhepherd  and  overfcer  of  their  fouls.  How 
ftrong  and  endearing  then  are  their  obligations  and  encouragements  to  be  con¬ 
tinually  coming  by  faitb  to  him  ;  to  abandon  all  malignant  thoughts  and  words, 
and  all fen  find  appetites  that  war  a  gain  ft  the  purity*  peace  and  happinefs  of  the 
foul;  to  behave  as  pilgrims  and  ftnngera  on  the  earth  ;  to  die  to  fin,  and  live 
to  righteon fuels ;  and  to  order  the  whole  of  their  conversation  in  fuch  an  ho¬ 
nourable  manner,  as  may  filencc  gain&yrrs,  and  recommend  religion  to  them, 
dad  be  the  means  of  inducing  them  to  glorify  God,  when  beibaltvifit  them 
with  bis  grace-  How  {hould  this  laudable behaviour  nm  through  all  relations  of 
life*  upon  principles  of  conscience,  and  for  ChrilPa  fake,  that  the  liberty  where¬ 
with  tie  has  made  Ids  dtfci  pie*  (free,  may  not  be  turned  into  a  cloke  for  licen- 
tiotifnefti  They  ought  to  he  dutifully  fubjetf  to  the  laws  of  civil  government, 
and  to  fuprenie  and  ft  inordinate  rule  re*  who  are  appointed  of  Cod  tor  the  pie* 
fervation  of  liberty  and  property*  and  of  the  public  peace,  by  fuitable  rewards 
and  puniihments.  Doe  refpeft  fhould  he  fliown  to  alt  ranks  .of  mankind,  and 
eipei'T.illy  u>  Chriftian  brethren,  m  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  And  fervants  parti¬ 
cularly  ought  to  he  obedient  in  ali  Jawful t bin ps  to  their  matters  of  every  char.u> 
ter,  and  to  be  careful  that  they  never  be  guilty  of  any  fault  to  bring  them  under 
corrections,  which  would  turn  to  their  own  Ihame.  But  if,  through  the  morofe 
and  wicked  tempers  of  their  mailers,  they  be  fcourjged  for  rtghteoufnefs  fake, 
and  patiently  endure  it;  This,  ns  to  tbemfclrcs,  is  acceptable  to  God,  and 
what  they,  'as  Cbriftians,  ate  called  to.  And  O  what  a  complete  and  animating 
example  of  well-doing  and  of  patience  in  fufierings,  has  our  crucified  Lord  fet 
them,  and  all  of  us  wlio  believe  in  him,  that  we  might  tread  in  Ms  fteps  I  He 
was  inrirely  Jinlefs,  fret  from  all  deceit ;  and  never  returned  opprobrious  lan¬ 
guage,  or  impatient  threats,  for  the  mod  infamous  and  cruel  abufes  ;  but  left 
himfelf  and  his  caufe  with  God,  tT  lifting  in  him  for  all  events.  And  how  thou  Id 
we  be  excited  to  bear  our  foreft  trials  with  a  like  meek  and  humble  fpirit, 
liuce  our  iniquities  have  dcfcrvtri  them  at  the  hand  of  God,  if  not  of  men  ;  and 
ftnee,  by  the  fu  firings  of  Ch  rift  m  our  ftead,  the  principal  end  of  which  was  to 
make  atonement  for  tin,  our  fpiritual  wounds  are  heated,  which  are  every  way 
worfe  than  any  that  can  be  made  upon  our  bodies  by  the  utmolt  fcveriiy  of  men ! 
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The  Apofth  proceeds  to  recommend  the  duties  of  wives  and  hujhands , 
1—7.  Exhorts  aUCbriftians  to  mutual  agreement  in  principle ,  af- 

feSionf  and  kindnefst  8 - 1 3.  And  encourages  them  to  patience 

under  perjecutions  for  right eoufnefs  Jake^  in  conf deration  of  ChrijFs 
having  patiently  jvjfcred  in  their  jtcad ,  and  of  the  rich  advantage 
they  have  thereby  >  14 - 22* 

£3  HAVING 


T* 


Tig  Firft  EpiJIU  ef  Pi  teh  parafbrtfti.  ■ 


Ch.  iiu 


T  b  i  T, 


Pas*  p  h  rase. 


Ll)c«r5fe,  ye 
wives,  be  in 
fuhjrciiwi  to 
your  ttivn  huf* 

fold*,  that  if  a- 

»y  obey  not  Hie 
word,  they  al¬ 
io  may  without 
The  word  be 
won  by  the  ron- 
>er ration  of  the 
wives. 


a  "While  they 
behold  your 
di  ifte  CQnver, 
f at  ion, 

With  tear. 


3  Whofe  a- 

doruif*£T  let  it 
tior  be  that  out¬ 
ward  aJoriiitify 
of  plaiting  the 
hair,  and  of 

Trearin£ofgnld, 
or  of  putting  on 
of  apparel: 


4  Bn t. let  it 
lfie  hidden  mnn 

£fthc  heart  in 

It 


T 

1*  T  T AVING  difpatched  what  relates  to  the  duties 
JT1  of  Chriflian  fnbjecls  and  fervants,  tec  us  in 
like  manner  go  on  to  thofe  of  the  conjugal  relation, 
beginning  with  what  is  incumbent  upon  bsluving 
vrivts  :  and  to  fuch  I  mult  fay  whatever  difference 
there  be*  as  to  religion,  between  you  and  your  lawful 
hufbands,  whom  ye  may  have  married  before  ye  your 
frives  were  concerted,  ye  ought  to  behave  with  an  oh 
liging  and  affectionate  fub  million  to  them  in  all  rea 
fo n able  things  of  a  temporal  concern,  to  die  end  that 
if  any  of  them  pay  no  regard  to  the  word  of  God 
which  is  the  ordinary  means  of  conversion,,  they, 
though  not  attending  on  its  mini rl rati on$,  may  be  al¬ 
lured  and  gained  over  to  a  good  e  lie  cm  of  it,  and  of 
Chrift  and  his  ways  according  to  it,  by  the  matufeii 
appearance  of  its  powerful  influence  to  produce  an  ex¬ 
emplary,  meek  and  humble,  {Wet  and  engaging  tem¬ 
per  and  carriage  in  thnfe  of  you  who  are  wives  j  yc 
ought,  I  fay,  thus  to  behave,  in  hope  that  this,  by  the 
bldling  of  God,  may  be  the  means  of  bringing  them 
under  the  hearing  of  the  word,  and  fo  of  faving  their 
fouls,  (f  Cor.  vii.  1 6.) 

2*  While  they  are  daily  eye* witnefles  of,  and  obferve 
and  reflect  upon,  the  purity,  fobriety*  chalUty  and  mo* 
deity  of  all  your  deportment  with  due  refped  to  them, 
and  fear  of  offending  them  ;  and  as  doing  every  thing 
in  the  fear  of  God,  with  a  religious  reverence  of  him, 
and  in  obedience  to  his  commands.  : 

3.  Let  it  be  the  fludy  and  endeavour  of  ftith  godly  wo¬ 
men  to  recommend  themfclves  and  their  Chriftian  pro* 
fcfliou  to  their  hulbands,  not  hy  the  external  ornamems 
of  dreft,  which  (how  lawful  foever  in  itfelf  according 
to  their  flat  ions,)  too  many  of  that  fex  are  apt  to  pride 
them  (elves  in,  as  though  it  were  their  chief  adorning; 
fuch  as  putting  their  hair  into  fine  plaits  and  curls; 
ami  wearing  gold 'rings,  bracelets  or  chains;  or  gar¬ 
ments  embroidered  with  gold ;  or  decking  themfclves 
with  any  fuch  fort  of  rich  and  fplendid  attire,  as  lewd 
and  light  women  ufe,  for  tempting  and  enTnaringthe 
hearts  of  the  unwary,  (fee  the  note  on  i  Tim.  iu  9,)' 

4.  But  let  it  be  their  principal  care,  in  preference  to 
all  brher  ways  of  women's  felting  themfeives  o(T,  to  ex* 
etl  in  the  inward  adorning^  of  knowledge,  virtue  and 

?  ■  I  c  ■  ■  _  * 

'■  -  truth, 
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that  which  it 
no*  corruptible, 

fVtn  thr  Qtm 1- 

ot't  meek 
and  quiet  fpuritp 
which  u  Id  the 
light  of  God  of 
great  price* 


j  For  after 
thia  mauncr  in 
the  old  timti,tfie 
ho]  y  woAieu  al- 
fo,  who  trnlLed 
in  God,adonied 

themfelveji  be* 
ing  iufabje^Uon 
unto  their  ova 
buibandi; 


j6  Even  ai  Si* 
n  obeyed  Abra- 
hainfcsllingliim 
lord :  xv hole 

daughter!  ye 
are  ii&  long  99 
ye  do  well,  and 
are  not  afraid 

with  id  y  ajuiUK* 

meat* 

■ 


7  Likexrifej 


truth*  grace  and  hotinefs,  which,  like  the  nevj  tnanf 
(Eph+ 17,  24.)  is  feated  in  the  heart*  and  is  the  fineft 
drefe  of  the  foul*  that  makes  it  ail  glorious  ivfriip# 

(Pf  Hv.  1 3.)  and*  though  concealed  irom 
fervatioo*  as  it  lies  in  the  hem,  is  djfeovtred  by  its 
level  jr  fruits  in  the  life  ;  and  is  both  durable,  and  proof 
againft  temptations  to  corrupt  it*  and  incomparably 
more  beautiful*  and  excellent*  and  advantageous  to  th£ 
immortal  foul,  than  all  the  fading,  uncertain* perilling 
and  enfnaringpomp  and  gaiety  of  outward  apparel  can 
be  to  the  mean*  frail  and  mortal  body;  and  confifts* 
among  other  things,  of  a  modtft,  humble  and  gentle, 
calm*  tradable  and  peaceable  tcmpci  of  fpirit,  free  from 
pride  and  turbulent  paflione ;  how  much  foever  this 
may  be  defpifed*  and  the  deckings  of  the  body  be  pre¬ 
ferred  before  it,  by  vain  minds,  it  is  of  high  acco&nt 
with  God,  and  ought  to  be  the  ambition  of  women  that 
would  approve  themtehes  to  him*  in  imitation  of  the 
meek  and  humble  Jefus*  (Matth*  xu  2(>0  and  as  always 

under  God's  all  feeing  eye. 

5.  For  this  is  the  way  that  holy  -and  religious  wo¬ 
men  took,  in  former  ages*  to  ingratiate  themfcUes  with 
their  hulbands*  even  in  the  molt  ancient  times,  when 
they  bad  left  advantages  than  there  now  are,  to  under* 
Hand*  and  excite  them-  to  their  duty  :  they*  whofe  hope 
and  trull  were  in  the  Lord  for  all  ine  blemngs  of  this 
life*  and  of  that  which  is  to  come,  put  on  thofe  inward 
adornmgs,  and  recommended  and  approved  thetnfelvcs, 
after  this  endearing  manner*  to  their  own  proper  hut 

bands*  in  moiled  reverence  and  fubjcflion  to  them; 

61  liven  as  Sarah*  the  beloved  wife  of  Abraham*  the 
father  of  the  faithful,  hearkened  and  paid  a  becoming 
obedience  to  him,  in  token  of  which  flie*with  a  refpeft- 
fui  deference*  (tiled him  her  Lord:  (Gen*  xviii.  12*) 
^nd  as  ye  are  her  natural  offspring  ;  fo  ye  are  and  will 
appear  to  be  her  genuine  children,  in  the  moral  and 
fpiritual  fetife,  by  a  laudable  imitation  of  her  in  faith 
and  holinefs ;  while*  after  her  example,  ye  behave  well, 
and  cheerfully  difcharge  your  conjugal  duty  toward  your 
huibands*  without  being  terrified  with  fears  of  their  or 
any  other  pcrfoi^s  difpleafure*  on  account  of  your  reli¬ 
gion,  or  of  rheir  not  being  mollified  in  their  temper  to¬ 
ward  you  by  your  winning  carriage  toward  them  ;  and 
without  fuch  unbelieving  confimon,  as  feized  Sarah* 
when  the  Lord  fpakcof  her  having  a  fan.  (Gen.  xviii. 

9—  IS-) 

7.  his  alfo  needful  to  exhort  thofe  of  you  who  are 
believing  hu  (bands,  that,  on  your  part,  ye  take  care  to 

cohabit; 
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dwell  witlitkem 
according  to 
knowledge*  giv¬ 
ing  honour  nuto 
the  wife  ^  unto 
the  weaker  vcf- 
jclf  end  flJ  be-' 
ing  heir*  toge¬ 
ther  oft  he  grace 
nflifc'  thaivoitr 

Erayen  be  not 
indereU* 


5  Finally,  if 

yr  all  of  one 
mindt  having 
-  mmpaffion,  onh 

ot"  another*  lover 


ft  brethren,  if 
pitiful,  he  conr* 


p 

* 
a 


cohabit  and  affociate  on-all  occafions  ip  a  faithful  and 
friendly  manner  with  your  wives,  and  treat  them  with 
decency,  kin  chiefs  and  good  humour,  according  to  the 
rules  or  prudence, and  chat  fuperior  knowledge,  which  ye 
arc  fuppofed  to  have,  by  the  gofpel- revelation,  of  the 
<Jury  ye  owe  to  them.  Ye  ought  to  pay  high  refpeit 
to  the  woman,  who  {lands  in  tjri^s  neareft  of  all  relatU 
ons  tp  you,  by  delighting  in  her,  confulting  her  com* 
fort  and  happinefs,  fup porting  her  credit  and  authority 
)n  the  family,  providing  honourably  for  her,  putting 
due  confidence  in  her,  and  never  ufiqg  her  like  a  Qavcy 
but  as  a  help* meet  of  great  importance  to  you,  who 
have  your  own  infirmities  to  he  bomp  wiih  by  her; 
though  IhCj  being  of  a  delicate,  weak  and  tender  frame, 
may  be  more  liable  to  other  infirmities  of  body  or 
mind,  that  call  for  your  competition  toward  her,  and 
your  bearing  with  ficr*  And  ye  ought  to  be  the  rather 
induced  to  this,  as  confulering  that,  in  cafe  the  be  z 
Chriftnn,  (he,  in  fpiritual  concerns,  is  upon  a  level  with 
you,  ye  being  jointly  heirs  alike  of  all  heavenly  hap* 
pinefs,  which  is  the  belt  of  life,  and  the  gift  of  pod's 
free  grace  equally  to  you  both  ;  and  that,  if  flic  be  an 
unbeliever,  your  behaviour  toward  her  ought  to  be  in 
fuch  an  endearing  manner,  as,  by  the  h idling  of  God, 
fliall  win  her  over  to  the  faith  of  Chrift,  that  (he, 
through  the  riches  oF  divine  grace,  may  be  an  heir* 
efs  with  ypu  of  eternal  glory;  and  fo  may  not  be  fowr- 
ed  in  her  temper,  and  prejudiced  againft  joining  with 
yea,  morning  and  evening,  in  family -prayer ;  and  that 
important  duty  may  neither  be  neglected,  nor  uncom¬ 
fortably  and  unprofitabty  performed;  nor  ypur  fptriu 
be  put  out  of  frapic  for  a  due  difeharge  of  it ;  nor  any 
of  your  prayers,  whether  focial  or  fecret,  may  he  pre¬ 
vented,  or  defeated,  through  your  morofe,  imperious 
and  utychriflian  temper  aqd  behaviour  toward  her. 

8,  In  fine,  as  to  the  duties  which  equally  concern 
you  all  in  every  fituatlpn  of  life,  as  believers  in  Chrift, 
labour  to  cut! irate  a  mutual  agreement  in  the  gre^t 
do&rincs  and  duties  of  the  gofpel,  apd  a  harmonious 
temper,  feelingly  fymjmhijing  (cwjbmC**}  one  with  a* 
nothcr  in  all  afili&iong  ;  maintain  and  eycrcife  an  affec¬ 
tionate  brotherly  fpirit  jn  difpofitian,  thought,  word 
and  deed  towards  each  pther,  as  becomes  children  of 
the  fame  hcayenly  Father;  (hew  the  jendereft  bowels 
pf  companion  to  thofetliat  Ubour  under  weaknefles,  in¬ 
firmities,  cr  ^roubles  of  any  kind,  whether  fpiritual  Of 
temporal;  and  let  all  your  carriage  one  towards  ano¬ 
ther,  and  towards  all  men,  be  affable,  friendly  and  en* 
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^  Not  rend* 
ruigevHfbrcvH, 
Vr  ratlin*  for 
railing  rbutcoii'- 
tmritirirej  blrf- 
ing;  knowing 
that  ye  arc 
'.hereunto  cal¬ 
led*  that  ye 
iruvild  inherit  9 


73  F*r  he  .that 
tvTH  |otc  tife, 
and  fee  good 

davs,  let  liiiuni- 
train  hit  longue 
JVom  evil,  atid 
hu  lipj  that 
they  ipeak  no 
virile* 


1  r  T^thimef- 
rhew  evil,  and 
;  let  him 
fWic  ppHcCj  and 
tjifue  it. 


ji  For  the 
eyes  of  the  l.ord 
$rr  over  the 
riglittnuii  and 
hts  ears  art 
pa  to  their  pray- 


gaging,  {♦«xw«m#)  toYecommend  religion  to  all  around 
you,  by  (hewing  wbat  a  Tweet  influence  it  ha*  upon 

your  hearts  and  behaviour. 

9.  Never  fufFer  yourfdves  to  meditate  revenge  by 
doiqg  an  ill  turn  to  thole  that  have  injured  you;  nor 
ever  revile  thofe  that  have  reviled  you ;  remembering 
what  a  noble  example  of  this  fort  ChriA  has  let  for  your 
imitation :  (chap.  ii.  33.)  But,  on  the  contrary.  Tee  that 
ye,  like  bin;,  and  in  obedience  to  his  command,  (Matth, 
v.  4.  and  Luke  xxiii.  34,)  pray  Tor  blefli  ngs  to  thofe 
who  curfe  you,  and  defpitcfully  ufe  you,  knowing  that 
ye,  as  Chriflians,  are  called  by  divine  grace,  and  obli- 
ged  by  the  example  and  authority  of  Cbrift,  to  give  into 
this  amiable  temper  and  behaviour,  to  the  end  that  (•**) 
ye,  as  the  children  of  God  and  of  his  own  likenefe, 
may  inherit,  in  temporals  and  fpirituals,  whatever  (hall 
be  a  hlelGng  to  you  in  this  life,  as  well  as  everlafting 
bljfs  apd  glory  in  that  which  is  to  come. 

10.  For  even  as  to  this  prefent  world,  whoever  he 
bethat  is  .delirous  of  enjoying  life  with  comfort,  and 
feeing  many  days  of  proiperity  and  peace  upon  earth  ; 
his  bed  way  for  attaining  this  end,  is  to  fall  in  with 
the  divine  directions  of  the  following  purport,  (Pf.  xxxiv. 
1  ?— 16.)  Let  him  bridle  his  tongue,  and  ceafe  front 
all  profane  an.d  filthy  fpeaking,  and  from  all  opprobri¬ 
ous  language ;  and  keep  the  door  of  his  lips  from  ut¬ 
tering  fallhood,  or  deceit  of  any  kind. 

11.  Let  him  have  an  abhorrence  of,  and  carefully  a- 
void  every  thing  that  is  finful  in  itfelf,  or  prejudicial 
to  others;  and  pra&ife  every  thing  that  is  in  its  own 
nature  good,  and  beneficial  to  all  whom  he  has  to  do 
with ;  let  him  feek  the  things  that  make  for  peace,  and 
do  wbat  in  him  lies,  confident  with  a  good  confcience, 
to  promote  it  in  all  civil  and  religious  focietics,  in  his 
family,  among  bis  neighbours,  friends,  and  enemies, 
and  between  himfdf  and  them;  and  let  him  Audioully 
and  Aeadily  follow  after  this  extenfive  peace  by  all  pru¬ 
dent  and  honourable  means,  and  earneAly  purftte  it 
when  it  Teems  to  flee  from  him,  that,  through  the 
divine  favour,  be  may  lead  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life 
in  all  godJinefe  and  honeAy  in  this  world,  till  he  ar¬ 
rive  at  the  glory  of  a  better,  (fee  IVIatth.  v.  o.  and  Jam. 

ft  '  * 

in.  1 3. 

For  the  great  Lord  of  allf  vthofc  eyes  run  to  and 
fro  tbrotigfout  the  whoie  earthy  to  Jbnv  himfdf  Jlrong 
on  kehaJf  of  them  that  fear  him ,  and  who fe  kingdom 
rules  over  all*  (*  Chron*  xvt.  9.  andPf.  ciii. 
fpeci4  notice  of,  beard  a  peculiar  affc&ion  to,  and  ex- 

ercifcs 


4 


Cb.iu. 
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cn :  ttf 


&ce  of  tie  Lord 


if  ngaiiilt  them 
thudotrll 


13  Aid  who 
(f  be  that  will 
barm  7011,  if  7c 
be  follower*  of 
that  vludt  jj 


14  Put  and  if 
ye  firfFer  for 
rigfcUoufuefi 
fair,  happy  sir* 
yr  :  and  be  nor 
afraid  of  their 
terror,  neither 
be  trophlcd ; 


Ij  Bat  faat- 

Hfie  the  Lord 
pod  in  your 
beerte:  end 
ready  always  to 

givt  »  anfwer 

to  every  n;3U 

thataJbeih  you 


ercifes  a  kind  and  watchful  care  in  his  providence  over 
thofe  that  are  righteous  in  his  fight  through  Jefus  Cfarift, 
and  are  upright  in  their  hearts  and  lives  \  and  he  is  gra- 
ciaufly  attentive,  like  one  wholiltens  with  an  open  car 
to  the  voice  of  their  fupplications,  that  are  offered  up 
with  humility,  faith  and  fervor,  for  help  agaiiift  their 
oppreffive  enemies,  and  for  {hewing  them  feafonaUe 
mercy  of  a  temporal  as  well  as  ipiritual  nature,  accord¬ 
ing  to  what  he  fees  to  be  bell  for  them,  fiat  the  in* 
d  ignition  of  the  Lord,  like  that  which  appears  in  the 
ftern,  angry  and  wrathful  countenance  of  a  powerful 
and  provoked  enemy,  is  utterly  averfe  to,  and  burns  a- 
gatnft  all  evil-doers,  as  a  deteftable  generation,  to  cut 
the  remembrance  of  them  from  the  earth,  (fifal. 
xxxiv.  1 6.) 

1 3.  And  as  the  Lord  bears  thefe  contrary  difpofitions 
toward  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  which  are  all  in 
his  hands,  and  tinder  his  dominion,  where  is  the  crea¬ 
ture,  whether  man  or  devil,  that  ihall  be  permitted  to 
deftr oy  your  trueft  happinefs,  or  w,ork  your  ruin,  or 
bring  any  greater  hardfliips  upon  you  than  you  (hall  be 
enabled  to  bear  and  triumph  over  with  honour  and  ad¬ 
vantage,  if,  in  an  entire  dependence  on  him,  and  de- 
votednefs  to  him,  ye  be  imitators  (m  «7«*v  «*•*»*)  of 
God  in  his  goodneft  and  holinefs,  or  of  any  one,  who, 
from  a  confidence  toward  God,  doth  that  which  is  be¬ 
nevolent,  and  acceptable  to  Kim  ?  This  will  keep  you 
out  of  harm’s  way,  and  ye  will  be  lafe  under  bis  care. 
And  what  mon Her  of  human  nature  can  befuppofed  lb 
very  wicked  and  cruel,  as  to  feek  the  hurt  or  fucb  an 
inoffenfivc  and  beneficent  neighbour  ? 

1 4.  But  if,  after  all,  the  providence  of  God  Ihould 
fuller  you  to  come  under  the  lever itips  and  reproaches 
of  malignant  adverfarics,  on  account  of  your  righteous 

and  religious  chara&er,  as  profeflbrs  of  Chrift  and  his 
gofpel,  ye  are  nevcrthelefs  exceeding  happy  in  his  fa¬ 
vour  ana  love  under  fuch  outward  calamities :  And  ye 
ought  not  to  be  terrified  at  their  threatenings,  or  at  the 
word  they  can  do  againll  you ;  nor  be  filled  with  dil* 
couragcmcnt,  conflernation  and  confufion  in  your  own 
minds,  as  though  they  would  turn  to  your  real  difgiace 
and  ruin.  - 

15.  But  dill  keep  up  high  and  honourable  thoughts 
of  the  Lord  Jehovah,  with  a  holy  reverential  fear  of 
him,  (Ila.viii.  ia,  13.}  and  with  an  entire  trud  in  bis 
infinite  wifdont,  power,  mercy  and  faithfulnefs  for  your 
fccurity,  and  for  ordering  all  events  to  your  evermting 

honour  and  joy:  (Matth.  v.  10*— 12.).  And,  with  this 

dependence 


Ch.  i& 


The  'Firft  Eptftk  0/V  E  f  e  s  paraphrafid. 


a  r talon  of  tlie  dependence  upon  him,  ft  and  prepared  at  all  times  to 

make  your  apology  (  by  wordand  deed,  in  d&> 

j^ii’  au<j  :  fenee  of  your  Chriftian  faith  and  confidence,  to  ewry 

.  one,  who,  either  in  a  court  of  judicature,  or  in  familiar 
converfarion,  or  wich  a' religious  intent  for  his  own  ofr 
other  Chritttans  fatiafaftion,  defires  a  reafanable  ac- 
count  of  the  grouods  of  your  hopes  of  lalvation  accord- . 
ing  to  the  pofpd,  for  wnich  ye  willingly  fuffer ;  And 
let  this-  be  done  with  a  meek  and  modeft  air,  temper  of 
fpirit,  and  manner  of  expreffion  ;  and  with  a  ferious 
gravity  and  humble  reverence  of  God, and  jealoufy  over 
yourfclves,  left  ye  offend  him  by  behaving  in  any  way 
di (honourable  to  him,  by  concealing  the  truth,  or  fay¬ 
ing  any  thing  contrary  to  it ;  as  alfo  with  a  cautious 
fear  of  offending  any  perfbns  by  fpeuking  difrcfpe&fully 
to  them,  -whether  magiftrates  or  others,  who  may  in¬ 
fill  on  fuch  an  account. 


16  Having  * 
nnd  confci- 


fnee;  that 
whereas  the/ 
fpeak  evil  ul;' 
von,  fil  of 

dom,  they  may 
J>e  a  framed  that 

faiflyaecufeyour 
jroad  eon  verfe' 
tioa  in  ChriiL 


1 6,  Herein  exercifing  yourfilves  to  have  always  a 
confidence  void  of  offence  toward  Cod  and  m an  ;  (A£ts 
xxiv.rfi.)  and  holding  the  my  fiery  of  faith  in  a  pure 
confidence ,  {1  Tim.  iii.  9.)  that  can  reflect  with  fttis- 
fasten  and  peace  on  whatever  ye  fay  or  do ;  to  the  end 
that,  with  refpedi  to  thofe  things  in  which  your  ene¬ 
mies  charge  and  upbraid  you,  as  a  mischievous  wicked 
fort  of  people,  who  work  iniquity,  fom'ent  fedition,  and 
are  injurious  to  Ibdety  and  the  public  welfare,  they  may 
he  effectually  confuted,  and  forced  with  (hamc  to  re- 
tra&  their  danders,  who  are  reproachfully  and  malici- 
oudy  traducing  (**»?»«?•*«*)  your  blamelefs,  humble 
and  benevolent  life  and  converfatton,  which  ye  lead  to 
the  honour  of  Cbrift,  through  faith  in  him,  and  by 
virtue  derived  from  him. 


(7  F«t  it  is 
better,  if  the 
vill  of  God  be 
fo,  that  ye  ftif- 
icr  for  wc!I-d(K 
in*,  tban  for  t- 
Yil  chiu£. 


17.  For  it  undoubtedly  is  every  way  move  eligible, 
honourable  and  advantageous,  and  ye  will  have  the 
nobler  fupport  and  fatisfa£lion  in  your  own  fouls,  if  it 
pleafe  God,  in  his  providence,  to  permit  outward  tri¬ 
bulations  to  befal  you,  merely  on  account  of  your  ac¬ 
quitting  yourfelves  well  to  him,  and  to  your  own  con¬ 
fidences,  in  doing  what  is  good  and  right,  and  accept¬ 
able  to  him,  than  they  could  be,  were  they  ro  be  brought 
upon  you  for  any  crimes  or  follies  of  your  own,  which 
would  add  a  terrible  ding  to  them,  aod  make  them  an 
infupportable  burden,  that  Would  other  wife  have  fat 


eafy  upon  you. .. . 

,8  Foi-cjirift  1 8.  For,  in  the  cafe  of  fufferings  without  any  faults 
alfo"  hath  once  of  your  own  to  deferve  them,  ye  are  only  conformed  to 
lafeied for  the  image  of  your  Lord  and  Saviour  {  and  may  well 

bear 


?6 
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tbe  juft  for  the 
vsjoilj  (tlut  be 
might  bring  nt 
to  God)  bclag 
pot  to  death  in 
the  fldhf  but 

quickened  by 

the  Spirit; 


T9  By  which 
olfo  he  vent. nod 
preached  -uuto 
the  ipiritt 

pr  i  Jon ; 


1#  TPhtch 
fome timet  were 

difobcdienti 

when  once  the 
jong  fuiferi  ng  of 
God  waited  in 
the  day*  of  N»- 


bear  them  patiently  after  his  example,  and  for  his  lake; 

when  ye  confider  that  he,  though  perfe£Uy  holy  and 
righteous,  without  the  leaft  iniquity  in  heart  or  life  to 
defer ?e  any  ill  ufage,  underwent  the  molt  ignominious 
and  agonizing  fufferings  for  the  Gns  of  others  to  expiate 
them,-;  which  be  did,  not  by  repeated  offerings,  like 
the  legal  facrifices,  -but  once  for  all,  as,  through  the 
infinite  dignity  and  perfe&ion  of  his  facrifice,  he  made 
complete  atonement  at  once.  (Heb,  vli,  27.  and  ii-  26, 
28.)  He,  the  juft  and  holy  One,  fuffered  all  the  pu- 
nifhment  due  to  fin  in  the  room  and  ftead  of  unrighte¬ 
ous  and  ungodly  fmners,  that  he  might  reconcile  fuch 
as  we  are  to  God,  (Rom.v.6,  8.  10.)  and  bring  us  to 
a  holy  communion  with  him,  conformity  and  obedience 
to  him  here,  and  an  ererlaftiog  enjoyment  of  him  here¬ 
after)  he  having  been  crucified  and  Gain  for  us  in  the 
body  of  his  flefh,  which  he  had  aftiuned  into  perfonal 
union  with  himfeif;  and  which  he  raifed  again  to  an 
immortal  life  of  hlefTednefs  and  glory  by  his  own  di¬ 
vine  power,  *  together  with  the  iofep arable  quickening 
agency  of  the  holy  fpirit. 

19.  By  which  Spirit,  as  then  eii fling,  and  a&ing  to¬ 
gether  with,  and  fiom  him,  he,  going  in  a  way  of  fpe- 
ctal  operation  and  mapjfeftation  to  the  old  world  before 
the  flood,  preached  repentance  and  reformation,  and 
the  righteoufoefs  of  faith  +  by  the  minlftry  of  Noah,  by 
whom  he  preached  to  that  wicked  people,  who  then  li¬ 
ved  upon  earth,  but  whofe  fouls  are  now  (hut  up  in  the 
prifon  of  hell,  there  to  abide  Tor  ever,  for  their  pro¬ 
voking  iniquities*  (Matth.  y,  25.  2&  and  2  Pet.  ii. 

4*  SO 

10.  Who  formerly  diibelievod,  rebelled  agatnft)  amt 
obftinately  refuted  to  obey  tbe  folemn  admonitions, 
which  that  preacher  of  righteoafnefc  Rave  them  \  ami 
would  not  attend  to,  and  comply  with  thofe  ft ii vines 
of  the  Spirit  with  them  therein*  which,  through  the 
patience  and  long  forbearance  q£  Qod’c  mercy*  were 

con- 

E  £ 

t  Noah  may  weftbefnppnfml  to  have 
preached,  among  other  rhinos  the 
Hghteoufnef*  of  faith  in  the  Mefliali 
for  jufti  ft  cation ;  ftocc  the  ark,  which 
he  preparing  for  the  faftty  of  him* 

fclf  and  fdBilly,  wai  afigiiificant  typo 
vf/aLvition  by  Jcfw't  Chnil ;  and  Noali 
U  called  a  preacher  of  righteoufnefr, 
fa  l’ct*  ii.  sO  and  is  laid  to  have  beta 
an  heir  of  the  righteoof&efc  of  fiUlv 

7  ) 


NOT 


*  By  fbt  Sfiri t  fume  un  derft  and  Chrift  *j 
divine  nature,  and  others  the  holy  $pi~ 
Tit f  the  la  ft  of  which  Teems  to  me  to  be 
fnoft  diredly  intended,  if  compared 
with  Gen.  yi-  £  which  the  two  follow¬ 
ing  verfee  here,  J  thjolc,  refer  to.  How- 
•*trj  ai  1  would  not  positively  deter* 
mine  againft  the  former  fenfe,  both  are 
included  in  the  paraphrafe,  that  the 
|Tad«r  may  take  hia  cliokp* 


Ch.  ill. 

ah,  while  the 
arfc  was  a  pre* 
paring  where- 

in  few*  that 
is,  eight  fools 
were  Caved  by 
water* 
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it  The  like 

figure  whereuu- 
tiM  i/ra  baptifirw 
Hotii  atfo  now 

faveut.  [not  the 

putting  away  of 
the  filth  of  the 
flefh,  hot  ibe 
anfwer  of  a  good 
cnnfrience  to- 
wards  God)  by 
the  rrfurrerti* 
on  of  Tefal 
Chrift ; 


continued  to  thein  for  the  fpace  of  an  hundred  'and 
twenty  years*  (Gen.  vi+  3.)  while  Noah*  being  warned 
of  God*  and  believing  what  he  had  told  him  about  the 
deftni&ion  of  that  wicked  generation*  (Heb,  zi.  7.) 
was  preparing  materials*  and  putting  them  together iq 
make  the  ark*  which  was  likewife  a  pra&icat  fermon 
to  them  all  along,*  till  the  time  that  the  flood  came  up* 
on  them;  in  which  ark>  that  eminent  type  of  Chrift* 
a  very  fmall  number  of  believers,  even  Noah*  his  wife* 
and  three  fons  and  their  wives*  to  the  amount  of  eight 
pertbns  only*  efcaped  the  impending  deftru£tion  from* 
and  were  laved  out  of  the  water  *,  which  lifted  up  the 
ark  upon  its  furface,  while  all  the  reft  of  that  ungodly 
world  were  fwallowcd  up  in  the  deluge*  as  all  impeni¬ 
tent  and  unbelieving  Gnners  will  be  in  the  more  dread* 
ful  floods  of  divine  wrath  at  the  laft  day. 

2i+  Anfwerable  to  this  temporal  falvatlon  in  the  ark 
from  tht  flood,  by  means  of  the  waters  bearing  it  up* 
we  now  have  lalvarion  in  Chrift  from  fin  and  wrath* 
by  means  of  the  gofpebordinanCe  of  baptifm,  which  in 

a  fenfe  may  be  called  its  antitype  (a*™™™,  ) ;  Not  that 
a  bare  external  admin  i  ft  rad  On  of  it*  in  applying  water 
to  the  body*  as  though  that  were  to  wafli  away  its  de¬ 
filement,  is  of  any  avail  of  hfelf  for  this  fpiritual  pur- 
pofe  1  but  all  its  efficacy  lies  in  what  is  fignified  by  it* 
as  the  purification  of  the  heart  was  by  circumrifion  in 
tbeflcfh  ;  and  as  it  is  a  folemn  obligation  upon  con- 
faience  to  return  a  fui table  anfwer  to  its  demands  of  o- 
bedience  to  God*  we  having  been  therein  devoted  to 
the  Father*  and  the  Son*  and  the  Holy  Ghoft*  in  wbofe 
name*  as  the  one  and  only  true  God,  we  were  bap* 
tiled  :  (Match.  xxvtii.  19+)  And  we  are  made  partakers 
of  this  falvation,  and  thus  reftipujate  to  God*  accord* 
ing  to  our  baptifm  a  1  engagements,  rh  rough  faith  m  the 
refurreftion  of  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  as  hetuax  de¬ 
livered  for  our  cfttnctJ)  and  raifed  again  for  ourjvfti- 
f  cation ;  (Horn*  iv+  25.)  as  alfo  for  quickening  us 
from  the  death  of  fin  to  the  fife  of  righteoufnefs  in  this 
world,  (Rom.  vi.  3---6.)  and  railing  us  up  foul  and 
body  to  eternal  life  in  the  world  to  come*  that  we  may 
live  in  glory  with  him. 

az.  Who 


NOT 

*  I  am  inclined  to  think,  with  Mr 
Pyle,  that  by  wticr  (1/  ufcrar)  may  be. 
mnre  naturally  uoderftood  to  mcao 
from  or  cat  ef  tbf  according  to 

a  like  fciifc,  in  which  the  prepufitioxi 
(/ta)  is  to  be  taken  in  i  Con  til.  15, 
which  [peaks  of  being  fa red  fo  as  by 
fire,  (/ta  AuU  tip  it  was  ibe  ark. 


E* 

and  the  fidetv  of  thofc  which  were  in 
it,  and  nut  the  water,  that  prefigured 
the  £<»rpcl  falvaiinn  in  Cbrlll,  asfierm- 

iicrl  l>y  bsprifn,  by  means  of  which, 

when  the-  tiling  hy  It  is  found 

in  u s,  through  faith  Ssi  liun#  we  arc  fir- 
cd,  as  the  apoillc  it  in  the  next 

veirU. 


7» 
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aa  Who  is 
gone  into  heav* 
cn#  and  b  on 
tb«  right  hand 
of  Gad,  ousels 
and  authors  es» 
and  powers  be* 
jngmadc  fubjedt 
unv  him. 


22*  Who,  as  the  pledge,  carneft,  evidence  and  fe- 
curity  of  it,  and  38  our  forerunner,  is  afcended  in  hit 
rifen  body  to  heavea;  and  is  no vt  enthroned  with  the 
mod  eminent  dignity  and  honour  at  the  right  hand  of 
the  Majefty  on  high;  {fee  the  note  on  A£b  vii.  55.) 
and  is  inverted  with  all  authority  in  heaven  and  earth  ; 
the  good  and  evil  angels  of  every  rank,  and  alt  the 
rulers  and  potentates  of  this  world,  being  placed  in  an 
abfohite  fubjeftion  to  him,  that  he  may  order  and  go* 
vent,  comm  i  Sion  or  re  ft  rain  them,  and  make  them  one 
way  or  other  fubferve  his  own  and  his  Father's  glory, 
and  the  good  of  his  people,  as  he  is  heed  over  all  things 
to  the  church*'  (Eph*  i*  21,  22,) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

When  believing  wives,  like  Sarah,  Abraham's  confort,  are  death ed  with,  and 
more  felicitous  about  the  inward  ornaments  of  the  never-fading  charms  of  rno- 
defty,  mceknef*  and  humility,  from  a  principle  of  truft  in  God,  than  about  the 
deckings  of  rich  and  fpkrdid  attire  -  and  wlien  they  pay  a  relpeftful  fubiertion 
to  their  own  bulbands  in  all  lawful  things,  how  amiaok  i*  tbar  chamber  !  How 
acceptable  to  God,  and  mvtttngeventofiichhidbandsasdifngard  his  word!  And 
with  what  honour,  humanity,  and  tendernefs*  under  all  their  infirmities*  fhouht 
believing  hufbauds  treat  them,  that  they  may  live  together  as  co-heirs  of  the 
grace  of  life,  and  their  prayers  may  not  be  hindered  I— PcrfbnaJ  as  well  as  re* 
lative  duties  are  incumbent  on  all  the  difciples  of  Jefus.  They  fhould  be  as  har¬ 
monious,  aa  poftible,  in  important  fentinrents  and  mutual  aifertion  ;  and  fhoul J 
he  compaffionate,  kind,  and  courteous  towards  all  men ;  never  rctaEatmg  inju¬ 
ries,  nr  opprobrious  language,  but  rather  wishing  all  good  even  to  thoie  who 
ufe  them  ill,  as  knowing  that  this  is  a  duty  to  which  they  arc  called*  in  order 
to  their  own  inheriting  a  btefling.  And  O  bow  nectflary  is  it  for  their  pnrfent 
peace  and  comfort,  to  refrain  from  alt  evil  In  word  and  deed,  and  to  purfue  the 
good  of  others,  and  the  things  that  make  for  peace  1  Who  can  find  i  t  his  heart 
to  hurt  fuch  an  inoflenfive,  generous  and  benevolent  Chriftfan,  or  can  compete 
hJS eternal  ruin  I  There  is  a  natural  tendency  in  his  engaging  behaviour  to  make 
bis  paflagt  eafy  through  this  world;  and  God  bimfelf  has  a  fpecialcare  of  him,  to 
guard  him  from  mifcbief,  andthew  him  favour;  and  to  hear  his  erica  in  di- 
trefs,  and  pour  confufion  upon  hts  enemies.  If  he  fuffer*  for  ri  shiftmen  eft  fake, 
he  need  not  be  terrified  at  what  bis  persecutors  can  threaten,  or  do  againfl  him  ; 
but  Ihould  be  ready  to  give  an  account,  with  modefty  ard  reverence^  of  the 
grounds  of  his  Chriftian  hope,  on  all  proper  occafions;  and  ought  to  difpfay  its 
happy  influence  upon  him,  m  copftacitly  maintaining  a  good  conference  nnd  holy 
ConverfatJon,  bylhe  grace  of  God,  to  the  fikneing  and  framing  of  all  that 
would  invidioiifly  Hander  him*  And  O  how  much  better  is  it  to  fuftvr  in  a  good, 
than  in  a  bad  caufe  !  And  how  cheerfully  ftiould  believers  fubmil  to  the  grcaU'Jt 
hardfliips,  that,  by  divine  per  million,  may  befal  them  I  To  animate  them  here¬ 
unto,  Let  them  conlider  that  the  holy  Jefiia  willingly  fnffirred  In  bis  human  na¬ 
ture  the  itoft  terrible  death  of  the  cfofs  in  their  ruonumd  ftead,  to  make  atone- 
ihcnt  for  their  fins,  and  bring  them  to  God  and  glory ;  hikI  thathe  was  raifbil  a* 
gain  by  the  Divine  Spirit,  and  is  row  exalted  at  the  Father's  right  hand  in  hea¬ 
ven,  with  full  authority  over  aU  angels,  men  and  devils,  and  every  rank  *.f 
creatures,  to  reftrain  of  employ  them  as  may  be  melt  for  the  fecurity  and  happi- 
riefs  of  bis  people-  And  O  how  great  is  his  falvation  which  is  ligmficd  by  the 
ordinance  of  baplifm  t  But  it  realty  belongs  only  to  thnfe,  whole  hearts,  a?  puri¬ 
fied  by  faith,  conrfpond  to  the  meaning  and  obligation  of  that  facred  fifrn,  is 
ajfort  of  antitype  to  that  which  Noah  and  lug  family  had  in  the  ark.  Ptfobe- 

dknt 


Ch.  it. 


The  Firft  FpiJtU  P  E  T  m  paraphrased.  79 

■ 

dicut  (inner*  (hall  indeed  perifh,  like  the  ungodly  world  with  whom  Chrift  ftrorc 
by  hit  Spirit  to  the  warning*  that  were  given  them  by'Noabfs  miniitry  with  aH 
long-fuBcriog  for  an  -hundred  .  and  twenty  year*  together,^  who  now,  for  their 
impenitence  and  unbelief,  ireflkut  up  in  an  eternal  hell*  u  the  moft  dolefo)  of 
alt  prifons :  But  they  who  bdlcrc  in  the  ritn  Saviour,  be  they  fewer  or  more* 
Jhril,  by  virtue -derived  from  him,  be  railed  to  a  blifsful  immortality,  and 
dwdt  with  him  for  ever  in  heaven*  Owhai  a  fweet  fupport  and  comfort 
are  thtfe  thought*  to  aH  fuScririg  bints  under  the  hcavidt  tribulations,  which 
they  maybe  called  to  endure  for  bia  fake  1 


CHAP.  IV. 

7Se  ApoftU  improves  the  confederation  of  Chriftian  fitjfcringt^  forfu- 
ritf  and  bolinefs  in  heart  and  Hfet  i— 6*  and  of  the  approaching 
dipflation  of  the  Jewifli feate$for  fobrietjp  vjatchfu!nefr%  prayer  and 
mutual  lovcy  and  for  d  faithful  £f charge  of  religious  trajtr,  7— I  I. 
and  cautions  believers  againjt  expojing  tbemfilves  to  punijbments  for 
their  own  faults  }  but  encourages  them  to  rejoice  and  glory  in  re¬ 
proaches  and  fufferings  for  Chrift,  injlead  <f  being  furprifed  or  dif 
mayed  at  them  and  its  commit  their  fouls ,  in  a  courfe  of  welldoings 
to  the  care  of  a  faithful  God,  12  19. 


Text. 

■s 

iTTlOrtfmucH 
J  then  at 

Chrift  hath  fof- 
ferej  uf  in 
the  ttcfh,  arm 

yourfelves  like- 

wife  with  the 
fame  miadi  fur 
he  that  hath 
fuiTered  in  the 
JWfli,  bethce>r- 
cd  frtun  Jin ; 


Fahephkasi. 

t 

m 

1.  XT  OW,  to  return  from  the  JigreiEon  about  Chrift’a 
1.  w  preaching  in  the  miniftry  of  Noah,  &c.  (chap, 
itt.  19 — 22.)  Since  the  immaculate  Jefus  has  lo  pati¬ 
ently  and  extremely  fuffered  in  his  body  for  us,  who  be¬ 
lieve  in  him,  that  be  might  expiate  our  lins,  (chap, 
iii.  18.)  and  now  no  longer  bears  them,  as  he  did  be¬ 
fore,  (chap.  it.  24.)  Let  this  fortify  you  againft  impa¬ 
tience  and  Paintings  under  your  trials  for  his  fake,  that 
ye  maybe  arm’d  againft  them  by  a  holy  fubmtfikm  and 
intrepidity  of  fpirit,  after  his  noble  and  endearing  ex¬ 
ample  :  For  whoever  has  crucified  tbs  old  man,  the  body 
of  Jin,  or  tbejUfb  with  its  aff r  Elion  1  and  lufls,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  deGgn,  and  in  virtue  of  the  death  of  Chrift, 
(Rom.  vi,  6.  and  Gal.  v.  24.}  *  and  has  willingly  and 
patiently  fuffered  fiery  trials  for  his  fake,  and  in  con¬ 
formity  to  him,  (ver.  12,  13.)  in  bis  mortal  body ;  fitch 
a  Chriftian  bas  renounced  all  his  former  finful  princi¬ 
ples  and  pra&ices,  is  crucified  to  them,  utterly  di£il- 

Jowa 


X  o 

•  A*  fbe  fitfis  fametifne*  taken,  in 
ft  literal  fenfe,  for  the  bud? ;  and  at  o~ 
thm» a  fijjntfltiTt  fenfe,  for  the  w* 
r  up  teen  cf  hutn.ui  psaturft  (fee  the  note 
onQal  r,  19.  tic  that  hufuftreiin  tbs 


T  E. 

flejb  may  be  considered  in  either  of  thole 
Ticwi,  as  in  the  paraphrase;  one  or  0- 
ther  of  which  more  oatnnl  t* 

nx  i ban  any  that  1  have  nut  with* 
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3  That  he  no 

fongar  Jbould 
live  the  reft  of 
Lis  time  in  the 
flefli,  to  the 
I  rift*  of  meiitbtfc 
to  the  trill  of 
God* 


3  Fnr  the 
time  pait  of  our 
Hie  may  fufEce 
us  to  have 

wrought  the 
will  at  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  when  we 
talked  in  lafci- 
viotifncfs,  ]«ftsf 
exeefs  of  wine, 
revelling*,  ban¬ 
queting*,  and  a- 
hum  in  able  ido¬ 
latries. 


4  (Therein 
they  think  it 
ftrangethat  you 
run  not  with 
them  rothefame 
excels  of  riot, 
i peaking  evil  of 

joi4  : 


5  ^bn  iliall 

give  account  to 

him  l  hat  is  rtii' 

dy  to  judge  the 

quick  and  the 

dead, 

% 


lows  and  abhors  them,  and  with  full  purpofe  of  heart 
has  departed  from  them  ; 

2*  That  he  maty  no  longer  go  on,  as  formerly  to 
fpend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  the  body  at  an  un- 
godly  and  immoral  rate,  in  a  courfe  of  life  that  is  a- 
greeahle  to  the  corrupt  affections  and  de fires  of  carnal 
men  t  but  in  all  holy  difpo  lit  ions,  defigns,  and  con- 
verfation,  according  to  the  will  and  command  of  God, 
as  may  be  mod  for  his  glory*  and  well  pleating  in  bis 
fight. 

3.  For  we  have  too  long  wafted  the  precious  hours 
of] ife  already,  and  ought  to  think  it  more  than  e~ 
nought  that  wc  have  employed  them  in  compliances 
with  the  wicked  inclinations  and  praftices  of  our  hea¬ 
then  neighbours*  to  whom  we,  and  efpecrally  the  Gen* 
tile  converts  amkmgft  us,  conformed  outfcl ves ;  when 
hi  our  ftatc  of  unregeneracy,  wc  indulged,  and  ptrfift- 
ed  in  wanton  dalliances,  as  e  ip  re  fled  by  our  looks, 
words*  andgefttiresj  in  criminal,  propen fions  and  pur* 
fairs  afref  unlawful  embraces ;  in  immoderate  drinking 
of  wine,  or  other  ftrorig  liquors  3  In  gormxndizings 
(Ko^pir)  and  riotingsj  irt  luxurious  caroufings;  and  in 
idolatrous  worth  ip,  which  is  not  only  unlawful  and  de- 
tcfUble  in  itfelf,  but  alfo  on  account  of  the  fhameful 
lewdnds,  gluttony,  drunken  nets,  and  other  vices  that 
attended  it,  particularly  among  the  heathens  ; 

4.  With  refpe£t  to  whieh,  they  wonder  what  is  cornd 
to  you,  that  ye  have  cowfo  unexpectedly  forfakco  their 
company,  and  don't  ftill  run  along  with  them  into  the 
fame  diflohite  and  profufe  indulgences  to  all  manner  of 
luxury  and  intemperance,  as  ye  Were  wont,  and  they 
continue  to  do  with  guilty  pleafure,  ami  without  re- 
morfe ;  And  hereupon  they  vilify  you  and  your  religion, 
as  though  it  has  made  you  the  mo  ft  on  foci  able,  ft  iff, 
precife  and  humourfomc  creatures,  that  are  not  fn  for 
common  fociety,  and  ought  to  be  the  objects  of  their 
contempt  and  fcorn. 

5*  Who,  whatever  they  think  of  the  matter  now,- 
fhatl  moft  certainly  be  called  to  a  drift  account  for  all 
thiir  ungodly  dtedi  and  hard fpteches  \  £jude,  ver.  15.) 
and  muft  anfwer  for  them  to  that  great  Lord,  on  whom 
all  their  reproaches  of  you  for  his  fake  ultimately  foil  > 
and  who  has  all  authority,  and  will  ere  long  appear,  to 
pafs  and  execute  a  decifive  fentence  upon  the  whole 
world,  even  upon  all  that  (hall  be  living  on  the  earth r 
and  that  fhall  be  found  among  the  dead  and  raifed  a* 
gain,  at  the  laft  day,  to  the  joy  of  the  faints  and  terror 
of  bis  enemies,  (John  v,  27*  - 


6 .  For 
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6  For,  for 

till*  OUlfe  W41 

ihc  gofpc.1 

prc:t£hcd  iiloto 
:li«m  that  are 
4ca<\,  that  thej 
tniit lit  be  judg* 
lj!  :irrording  to 
uifA  m  the  JlrJh, 
f>ut  iireaetord* 
ru%  u>  God  in 
tire  Spirit* 


1  But  the 

Olid  of;ill  thing* 
i$  ^  h-md;  be 
ye  ilieretWe 
ter;  slid  warch 

ttuto  prayer* 


fi  \nd  above 
ell  tilings  have 
fervent  charity 

aiEinitir  yfiur 
felvca ;  for  cha¬ 
rity  ihal)  cov\T 
tlifi  imilt  itgd? 
of  hnx 


<S*  For  this  is  the  end  for  which  the  gofpel  was 

preached  to  thofe  believers,  who  are  now  the  dead  in 
Ghrifty  (i  Thclf,  iv*  16.)  zb  well  as  to  thofe  who  are 
fttil  living  upon  earth,  that  they,  by  a  divide  power 
attending  it*  being  thoroughly  mortified  and  dead  to 
their  former  finfid  inclinations  andraurfesoflife,  might 
be  eventually  cenfured  and  condemned,  and  even  ptit 
to  death,  for  their  novel  and  unfociable  principles  and 
behaviour,  as  being  judged  according  to  the  dictates 
of  corrupt  nature*  and  of  mere  natural  men  ;  but  thac 
they  might  really  live  after  a  fpiritua!  and  joyful  man* 
ner,  by  a  holy  conformity  to  the  tillage  and  will  of 
God  in  their  renewed  fouls,  as  Wing  quickened  from 
the  death  of  fin  to  the  life  of  rigtueoufhcfs,  and  a  (Tilted 
hy  his  Spirit,  to  do  the  things  that  are  pleating  in  his 
tight  through  Jcfus  Obrift ;  and  might  be  at  laft  failed 
up  to  a  glorious  and  immortal  life,  hy  hit  Spirit  that 
dwells  in  them.  (Rom.  viii.  II*) 

7.  Bu;  cunfider,  for  your  encouragement  and  cau* 
tion  under  prefect  and  future  trials,  that  all  the  feenes, 
which  lie  before  you  in  this  world,  will  foon  he  over 
and  gone ;  the  Jewilh  Rate  and  nation,  temple,  city 
and  w or (htp,  will  quickly  come  to  their  final  period, 
according  to  our  hleflcd  Lord’s  prediction  ^  (Luke  xix, 
43,  44*)  the  death  of  every  one  of  you  is  near  at  hand  » 
yea,  and  in  comparjfon  with  eternity,  the  day  is  draw* 
iug  on  a*pace*  when  the  earth  and  all  things  in  it  (hall 
be  didblved.  (i  Pet-  iii.  10,  u.)  It  therefore  greatly 
behoves  you,  in  this  view  and  profpeft,  to  be  wife,  fo- 
ber,  and  temperate  in  all  things  relating  to  your  paf- 
tionS,  appetites  and  enjoyments ;  and  to  be  eonftantly 
upon  your  watch  again  ft  temptations,  and  all  the  work¬ 
ings  of  indwelling  corruption,  and  for  all  afuitances  of 
the  Spirit,  that  ye  may  be  in  a  right  frame  for  prayer, 
and  may  readily  fall  in  with  all  occafional  as  well  ad 
Rated  fcafoas  of  addrefling  the  throne  of  grace  for  eve¬ 
ry  needful  blcffing,  and  particularly  for  prefer  ration 
from  hii,  and  from  troubles,  nr  for  fuccour  under  them* 
and  a  CmAified  ufe  of  them,  and  deliverance  in  due 
time  out  of  them  all* 

tf.  And  let  it  be  your  governing  concern  to  cultivate 
a  warm*  brotherly  ifcnd  cordial  affe£Hon  one  towards  a- 

r  J 

nother,  (Rom.  xii.y,  io.)  elpccially  to  perilous  days, 
as  being  influenced  to  it  by  the  fupedativc  lore  of  God 
in  Chriit  to  you:  For  as  he,  in  the  greatnefs  of  Ills 
Jove,  bas  freely  forgiven  and  covered  all  your  rrefpalles, 
that  none  of  them  may  he  brought  into  judgement  a- 
gainlk  you;  (liph.  iv.  •?!.)  fo  a  tinccrc  and  ardent  love 

V  o  l. .  VI.  t  1*’  ltt 


Ch.  iv. 


8* 


9  trfc  "hofpi- 
ttuty  one  to  a* 
mother  witboat 
gnxSging- 


I®  As  every 
Ulan  hath  re¬ 
ceived  the  gift* 
even  fa  mimfter 

the  fume  one  to 
suLother*as  good 

towards  ot  the 

manifold  grace 


if  Tf  any  man 
/peak,  let  hr  fit 
/peak  a#  the  A- 

vaclea  of  Gt>d; 
if  any  man  mi' 
n  ilter,  Uwt  hvn  rfv 
it  a®  of  the  ibi> 

lity  which  God 
elvprh ;  that 
5<h1  in  aH  things 
may  he  glori¬ 
fied  through 
Jefns  Cbrift, 
to  whom  "be 
jirAifc  and  do¬ 
minion  for  c* 

Ter  and  ever- 
Amen* 


The  Firj ?  EpiJIU  of  V  eter  parapbrafed* 

in  you  towards  one  another  for  Ch  rift's  fake,  and  in  o- 
bediencc  to  his  command,  will  infpire  you  with  a  for¬ 
giving  temper  toward  your  brethren,  and  hide  their 
numerous  failings  from  your  own  refen tment,  that  ye 
may  kindly  overlook,  and  be  careful  to  conceal  them 
from,  inflead  of  expofing  them  to  others,  (i  Cor.  xiu* 

4 — 70 

9.  As  another  token  of  love,  be  ready  ro  cxercife  alt 
manner  of  kindnds,  and  to  give  all  feafonable  affift- 
ances  one  towards  another,  and  particularly  in  enter* 
taming  religious  ftnangers,  who  travel  abroad  for  fprea- 
ding  the  gofpd,  or  fuftcr  fofs  for  Chrift,  or  are  forced 
to  fkulk  about,  through  the  violence  of  the  times,  or 
are  cad  among  you  by  any  providence  ;  cheerfully  re¬ 
ceive,  and  generoufly  relieve  fuch  as  thefe,  without  re* 
lu&ance,  or  thinking  much  at  the  expence* 

so.  And  as  all  talents  for  public  offices,  as  well  as 
private  capacities  of  ufefulnefs  in  the  church,  are  the 
free  gift  of  God,  lee  every  one,  that  is  favoured  with 
them,  be  careful  to  employ  them,  tn  proportion  to 
what  he  has  received,  for  the  advantage  and  edification 
one  of  another,  as  perfons  entrufled  with,  and  ac¬ 
countable  to  their  great  Lord  and  mafttr  for  the  vari¬ 
ous  gifts  and  endowments  which  he  has  gractoufly  he¬ 
ft  owed  upon  them,  that  they  may  manage  them  with 
vvifdom  and  faith fulnefs,  like  honourable  Reward*, 
{upjlp t  for  the  good  of  the  church,  for  wbteh 

he  gave  them. 

ii  -  If  any  one  be  called  to  the  office  of  preaching, 
let  him  attend  to  the  facred  writings  of  divine  revela¬ 
tion,  tlrat  he  may  deliver  nothing  but  what  is  agreeable 
to  them,  and  may  faithfully  declare  the  mind  and  will 
of  God,  according  to  them,  in  fuch  a  ferious,  folemn 
and  reverential,  fervent,  fpiritual  and  holv  manner,  as 
becomes  them  :  If  anorher  be  called  to  the  office  of  a 
deacon,  *  to  collect,  take  Care  of,  and  di  (tribute  the 
church's  flock,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  miniftry,  and  defraying  the  neccffiary  ex- 
pences  of  divine  ordinances,  let  him  attend  to  his  charge 
with  all  fideliry,  prudence,  tendernefe  and  diligence, 
according  to  the  ability  of  body  and  mind  that  God  has 
furniflied  him  with,  and  according  to  the  proportion  of 

con- 

t  E, 

70  though  they  alfo  maj  be  extended, 
one  to  Chnilian  conference,  mud  tbc  o* 
thcr  to  charitable  contribution!  in  pri- 
capacities. 


N  O 

*  If  an v  AM n  ffi iuifttrt  or  rfrofw/w, 
(/iMifti)  feemj  noft  immediately  to  re¬ 
late  to  the  deacon's  office,  iit  dhiincti  • 
on  from  that  of  public  preaching;  fee 
the  note*  011  ACts  vi-  and  Horn.  xii. 
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12  Beloved, 
think  it  uoc 

con* 

earning  ikefiary 

trial,  which  is 

try  you,  u 
though  Tome 

thing 
happened  unto 
you : 


tl  But  re-jolce 
1  n  is  much  as 
ye  jre  parrak- 
rrs  of  ChritFs 
fit her iit gt ;  that 
when  hU  glory 
he  reveal¬ 
ed.  yc  may  be 
pi  td  alio  with 
exceeding  joy* 


14  irycbc  r** 

prnarhrd  tor 
the  name  of 
Clin  ft,  happy 
at*  ye ;  for  the 
fpirit  of  glftiy, 
and  of  God  reft- 


contributions  and  of  the  cafes  committed  to  his  caret 
to  the  end  that  at]  the  temporal  as  well  as  f  pi  ritual  af* 
fairs  of  the  church  may  be  conducted  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  (hall  be  moft  for  the  glory  of  God*  and  the  magni¬ 
fying  of  his  great  name*  with  fuch  thanksgivings  and 
praiies  from  the  dilpenfeia  and  receivers  of  the  benefit, 
a$  are  acceptable  to  him*  through  the;  mediation*  me* 
rit  and  advocacy  of  ]tfus  Chrift,  to  whom,  and  to  the 
Father  through  him*  may  all  grateful  acknowledgements 
and  honours  be  paid*  and"  univerfal  power*  authority' 
and  dominion  aferibed  to  the  eiidlcfs  ages  of  eternity! 
In  teftimony  of  our  earned  defire  and  joyful  a (Tu ranee 
of  its  being  fo,  let  us  unammoufly  join  our  Amen* 

12*  My  dear  fullering  brethren*  while  ye  refloat  on 
the  imperfection  of  your  prefent  ftatc*  and  the  depra¬ 
vity  of  mankind*  which  nits  their  beam  with  enmity' 
to  God  and  godlincfs*  and  on  our  Lord’s  forewarning 
you,  that  in  the  world  ye  (hall  have  tribulation*  but 
fha!l  have  peace  in  him*  who  has  overcome  the  world* 
{John  xvh  33.}  yc  ought  not  to  be  difeouraged  or  fur* 
prifed  at  the  fejerdl  pcrfecuriom  that  can  befal  you* 
which*  in  allufion  to  the  approaching  conflagration  of 
Jerufaiem*  may  be  called  liery  trials ;  and  which*  as 
they  are  defigned  of  God*  not  to  deft  ray,  but  to  refine 
you,  arc  like  a  furnace  to  try  the  fmceriry  of,  and  pu¬ 
rify  your  graces,  and  purge  away  your  drofs,  even  all 
your  fin*  (1C  i*  25.  and  xxvji,  y.  and  xlviii*  to.)  1  en¬ 
treat  you  not  to  be  difmayed  at  them,  as  though  they 
were  unexpected  and  uncommon  things*  and  foreign 
to  the  methods  of  God’s  love  to  his  own  dear  children  1 
and  as  though  ye  were  dealt  hardly  with  in  being  called 
to  fuller  them, 

13*  But  rather  reckon  upon  them,  think  of  them, 
and  ftand  prepared  to  meet  them*  with  holy  joy ;  for  as 
much  as  your  Lord  and  Saviour  fympathifes  with  you 
in  all  your  afflictions,  and  counts  them  his  own  ;  (Mat, 
«vP  40*  45*  and  A£ts  ix-  4*)“  and  ye  therein  are  made 
conformable  to  hb  fufFerings  for  you,  to  the  end  that 
when  he  fliall  appear  in  all  his  glory  at  the  lift  day,  yc 
may  rejoice  with  exultation  and  triumph  in,  and  toge¬ 
ther  wicb  him,  (Rom,  viii,  17,  Col,  iii*  4.  and  2  Tim* 
ii.  12.) 

14,  If  yc  be  upbraided  and  vilified  for  your  holy  pm* 
fefflon  of  Chrifi’s  name*  and  yet  take  it  patiently*  and 
even  rejoice  in  it,  this  is  a  blcfied  token  of  your  union 
and  communion  with  him,  and  will*  through  his  me¬ 
ric  and  grace*  turn  to  your  own  richcft  account*  For 
the  fpirit  of  God*  who,  us  a  divine  perfon,  may  well 

F  %  be 
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ctb  <ip6n  yon: 
*>n  elicit  parr  he 
is  evil  ffH>ken 
of,  hut  cm  your 
part  he  is  gio* 
rilied. 


r S  Bnt  let 
none  of  you  fa£ 
fer  as  a  murder 

«r,  or^a  thief, 

an  evil' 
doer,  or  aj  a 
hufiC’body  in  o- 

<hcr  jTigni  mat¬ 
ters. 


16  Yet  if  any 
r>'an  fgftrsK  a 
Cbrii\tan  let 
him  not  be  a- 
^framed;  but  let 
him  glorify 
Crvl  on  this  be¬ 
half. 


be  (tiled  the  Spirit  of  ghry9  as  the  Fattier  and  Son  are 
called  the  Father  of  glory*  and  die  Lord  of  glory; 
(Eph*  i,  17.  and  1  Cor,  ii,  &♦  fee  the  note  there)  they 
alt  being  undtridediy  one  in  nature*  as  die  God  of 
glory ;  (Pf,  xrix-  3*  and  Acts  vii  x)  This  glorious 
Spirit  therein  eminently  bears  witnefa  to  you*  and  is 
evidently  prefenr,  in  a  way  of  gracious  and  influential 
abode  with  you*  to  fupport  and  comfort  you  under  all 
re vi lings  and  fuflfermgs*  to  carry  you  with  honour 
through  them  and  bring  you  olF  glonoudy  at  the  end 
of  them  ;  and  to  be  himfelf  your  earnett  and  pledge  of 
the  eternal  glory,  to- which  he  will  conduct  you.  Oa 
the  fide  of  your  perfecting  enemies**  Chrifl  and  his 
office?,* as  well  as  the  Spirit  and  his  opera t tons,  are 
bWphemed  *  and  their  reproaches  of  you 

atm  at*  and  ultimately  fall  upon  him,  for  whofe  fake 
they  are  caft  upon  you ;  But  on  your  fide,  honour  re¬ 
dounds  to  his  glorious  name,  by  your  faith  and  patience* 
and  by  your  bravely  owning  andconfeffinghim  in  your 
fufferings*  and  in  your  praifes. 

15.  liut  let  me  cau|pn  you  to  take  heed*  that  none 
of  you  bring  troubles  *  upon  himfeif  for  any  crimes  of 

his  own,  which  defer ve*  and  would  juftly  expofe  him 
to  them  \  as  for  in  fiance,  let  none  of  you  render  him¬ 
feif  obnorions,  not  only  to  the  anger  of  God,  but  to 
the  lafh  of  the  civil  government*  as  chargeable  with 
murderous*  or  with  thievrfh  defigns  and  practices  ^  or 
as  guilty  of  feditious,  or  any  other  injurious  and  un* 
lawful  courfes  ;  or  as  an  idle  pragmatical  perfoit*  who 
neglects  his  own  bufirtefs,  and  takes  upon  him  to  intrude 
to  to,  and  aft  the  part  ofa  hufy  infpeftor*  «■■**#*} 

and  governor  of  the  conferences*  or  fecular  affairs  of  o- 
tber  people,  that  do  pot  belongto  him  ;  and  to  meddle 
with  their  concerns,  which  he  has  nothing  to  do  with, 
arid  has  no  right  to  pry  into,  or  intereft  himfeif  jr>* 
irt.  But  (*)  if  anyone  hear  with, a  ChrifUan  fpirit 
tire  greatdl  indignities*  reproaches  and  cruelties*  mere* 
Jy  on  account  of  hta  profeflion  of  Chrift,  and  doing  the 
duties  belonging  to  it,-  he  has  no  caufe,  nor  ought  he 
to  loot  upon  rhem  a$  a  real  difgrace,  or  as  what  he 
r/'ed  he  athamH  of :  But*  on  the  contrary*  he  ihould 
eUcem  them  ;us  an  honour  conferred  upon  him,  which 
he  may  well  glory  in,  and  glorify  God  for,,  with  a 

cheer'* 


>  N  0 

*  Hr  ij  oft  And  A r  is  gio- 

rij fei,  may  by  the  conibrerricin,  refer 
cither  to  CMflt  or  (o  the  Spirit  ^  and 
therefore  the  paraph  rate  turns  our 
thought  1  co  both  *  though  I  vaoSt  iudiae 


T  n 

to  tike  it  ns  referring  to  rhrfft,  who 
fre*|iientlr  fpeakt  of  the  reproaches 
contempt,  hatred  anrj  perfections  of 
hh  dij'ciplci  far  lui  fake,  as  levelled  a* 

gainil,  and  terminatiag  upon  himfelf* 


Ch,  !r« 
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jj  For  the 


in  oft  begtii  at 
tlic  Umife  of 
Cod;  and  if  it 
fir  ft  beg  ft  at  ns, 
what  fhall  the 
end  of  them 
rhat  obey  not 
the  jrofpel  ■  of 

GriT 


cheerful  fubmiflion  to  his  will*  and  the  difpofals  of  his 
over*  ruling  providence*  who  counts  him  worthy  to  fttf* 
frr  jbemz for  the  norm  <f  Chrifl ,  {  A£te  v.  41 .}  and  cn* 
able?  him  to  undergo  falfe  imputations,  and  the  fliarp* 1 
eft  trials,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  may  be  moft  to  the  bo- 
nour  and  pratfe  of  his  Lord  and  Saviour. 

17.  Jor  the  time  is  juft  now  at  baud,  when  not  on* 
time  *****  ly  the  temple,  God's  ancient  habitation  at  Jerufalem, 
that  ju  ptunt  ^  wafte*  inltis  righteous  judgement  accord* 

ing  to  CbriiVs  predi&ion,  (Luke  xxL  6.)  but  his  new 
teftamenf  church,  which  was  typified  by  that  houfc  of 
God,  and  in  which  he  dwells  in  a  more  fpirirual  man* 

ner,  (hall  begin  to  be  moft  remarkably  vifited  with 
trying  difpenfetiems  of  providence  for  their  corrc£tioa 
and  amendment,  though  for  the  clefFs  fake  thofe  days 
of  tribulation  ftiafi  be  fhortened  :  (Mat.  xxiv*  9*  21,  zz*) 
And  if  fuch  fevere  difcipline  begin  firft  of  alt  to  be  ex* 
ercifed  on  us,  who  are  the  habitation  of  God  through 
the  Spirit,  (Eph,  ii.  22.)  even  as  his  judgements  of  old 
began  at  his  fanctuary,  (Ezek.  be.  6.)  what  can  beer* 
pitted,  but  that  Ms  wrath  fhould  go  forth  to  the  ut- 
moft  extremity  againft  the  wicked  and  ungodly,  who, 
through  their  obftinacy  and  unbelief,  disregard  and  re* 
je£l  the  gofpei  of  the  ever  bkflod  God*  as  it  foo  11  will, 
tn  a  moft  dreadful  manner,  again#  the  whole  body  of 
the  refraftory  Jews  ? 

18*  And  if,  in  thefe  perilous  times,  they  who  are 
in  a  ftare  of  favour  with  God  through  faith  in  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  Chrifl,  and  are  renewed  and  fan£tified  *>y 
his  Spirit  unto  holy  obedience,  fhall  have  a  narrow, 
though  fureefcape*  by  the  inter  portion  s  of  divine  pro* 
vidence  and  grace,  like  per  Tons  feved  as  by  fire,  (t  Cor* 
iii*  15.)  and  like  Paul  and  his  company,  who  fcarady, 
or  with  much  ado,  came  ar  the  boat  for  their 

prefervation,  (Afts  xxviL  16,)  *  how  difmal  mufttlie 
condition  of  thofe  impenitent  and  unbelieving  flutters 
be,  who  perfift  in  their  impieties  and  iniquities,  and 
preout  of  favour  with  God,  and  fit  fuel  for  his  wrath  ? 

V  3  Where 

NOT  F.. 

filimiiifit  t>f  thnftf  days  are  called  ficrv 


18  And  if 
the  righteous 

fiaccclv  be  fav' 

^  * 

ed*  where  (Hull 
the  ujigo<Hy 
and  thfc  tmucr 
appear* 


*  The  here  fpoken  of,  feems 

from  the  whole  luritnf  of  the  context 
J«  be*  nwlUy  at  lea  ft*  of  a  Uin[nral 
jitttunrt  for  the  principal  deficit  of  this 
chapter  is  to  p  re  par*  and  fortify  he- 
(icvci's  agiiuft  the  ferereft  fttlterin^tbr 
t-hrift,  and  the  dreadful  calamities 
that  vere  coming  upon  the  Jcwifh 
church  And  (lute  at  rhe  confl aeration 
of  (orufal^m,  which  it  is  fuppoled  was 
rhrn  wtthiu  a  bo  ik  fix  or  feven.  vears  at 
fiaiid  j  and*  iu  alluiiou  to  which,  tht 


T  j 

trials*  and  (he  rW &f  .til  thittgt  //  fx?d 
to  he  tit  biitaiM  fver-  vii,  12.)  lint  if 
make  it  I'dVp  to  n  ff*'Au  l  i;,  /  ettru^t 

ir  is  tn  ha  uuiledlouj  only  af 

the  extreme  diilicukki  t roubles, fuller 
in^s  and  apparent  dan  *.st  ■  ■  tmh 
v/bieh  the  ri^hu-nus  were  to  pafs  jn. 
their  way  lu  lifavpn,  and  not  of  an v 
real  hazard,  ns  to  tbc  event,  with  rs* 
fpcCt  10  i he  jntrp;dc  proniifc  and  power 
ofGcd  lor  accomplUitiiig  it. 
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tO  Wherefrre, 

let  rhf-m  thjit 
fuller  according 
to  tho  will  of 
Gftd,coimniithe 
Veering  of  their 
Junta  t9  him  in 

w  ell  dt>Utf  as 
unto  a  faithful 
Cnatof, 

j  i  ■  •■  r  T 


Where  can  they  find  any  retreat  for  fafejy  !  Where  {hall 
they  dare  to  lift  up  their  guilty  heads*  or  be  able  to  ap¬ 
pear  i  Or  where  can  they  expert*  and  where  mull  they 
be  obliged  to  appear?  Their  end  muft  certainly  be  for 
ever  ineipreflibly  mifcnsble;  there  can  be  no  hiding 
place  for  them,  when  God  (hall  confc  to  deal  in  righte* 
oufncfs  with  them. 

19,  Upon  the  whole  therefore*  in  refieftion  upon 
thefe  awful  events,  which  carry  fo  much  encourage¬ 
ment  to  you  ns  his  people,  and  fo  much  terror  to  bts 
and  your  enemies,  let  them  who  endure  persecutions 
and  affliftionfl  under  the  over*  ruling  providence  of  God, 
according  to  his  appointment,  and  who  bear  thepi,  by 
the  afliflance  of  his  fpirit,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  is  plea* 
fmg  to  him,  cqfmmit  their  lives  and  fouls,  and  all  their 
concerns,  for  time  and  eternity,  by  faith  to  him,  in  a 
courfe  of  holy  walking  with  him,  and  of  doing  good  to 
friends  and  enemies,  and  to  all  about  them  ;  tr Lifting 
in  him  through  jefus  Chrift,  as  faithful  to  his  prorpifes 
of  fafety  and  happinefs  in  the  worft  of  times,  and  as 
the  Almighty  Creator  and  Prefer ver,  who  is  able  tQ 
perform  them. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

Ho«  animating  is  a  couRderatioo  of  the  extremity  and  deign  of  Chrift*s  fuf- 
firings  to  determine  us  again  ft  alt  compliances  with  the  fcnfual  indulge  nets  of 
men  uf  carnal  minds ;  and  to  be  conformable  to  the  hqty  will  of  God !  Do  our 
old  companions  wonder  at,  and  revile  us,  for  not  rpomng  any  longer,  as  we 
were  wont,  into  the  fame  excels  of  riot  with  them  }  Let  both  parties  confidcr, 
that  every  one  muft  give  an  account  ofhis  own  behaviour,  whether  good  or  bad, 
to  the  great  jud*e  of  all,  who  will  determine  in  favour  of  thofe  that  are  quicken¬ 
ed  from  fpirit  ual  death  by  means  ef  the  gofpelt  which  indeed  brings  them  un¬ 
der  the  ccnfure  of  men  that  judge  according  to  the  flefh  ;  but  leads  them  into 
a  life  of  holincfs,  according  to  the-  will  of  God,  by  thy  power  of  Ms  Spirit.  How 
JliouErf  the  near  approach  of  tribulations -and  death  excite  us  to  fobriety,  watch- 
iutneft,  and  prayer,  to  all  rxercifes  off  brotherly  love  and  horpatalLtyf  and  to  a 
fatahful  improvement,  like  good  Rewards  of  the  manifold  gifts  and  talents,  in 
public  or  private  capacities,  whi*rh  °od  in  bin  free  favour  has  given  us,*  that  they 
may  lx?  employed  tu  his  glory  through  Jefus  thrift  1  Let  ChrifHans  take  heed, 
that  they  never  bring  fufcrings  on  tbcoHelvts,  by  their  own  finful  apd  injurious 
behaviour  *  or  by  prying  and  intruding  like  bufy*  bodies,  into  other  people's  af¬ 
fairs,  mil  cad  of  minding  their  own.  Bin  as  \yo,  who  would  cleave  unto  the 
Lord,  may  expeft  to  meet  with  fiery  trials  for  his  fake*  we  ought  not-  to  be 
forprjfcc  iL  or  airighted  at  them  ;  but  fliotild  rather  rejMjCC  and  glory  in  them, 
ns  an  honour  put  upon  us,  while  wc  are  called  and  enabled  to  glorify  him,  by 
baring  them  in  an  honourable  maiincf,  through  the  Spirit  of  glory  !s  re  Ring  up- 
on  us,  and  making  us  conformable  to  Chrift  in  his  fulTerings,  that  we  may  tri¬ 
umph  with  exceeding  joy,  when  he  fhall  appear  in  all  hi?  glory,  and  we  fbaHbe 
pMrificd  together  with  him.  Hut  if  [he  righteous  themfrtaes  mult  pafa  through 
great  irihislations,  for  their  cor  region  and  amendment,  and  God  begin  firft  in 
in  awful  manner  wit  hi  hem,  that  a  re  hb  habitation  through  the  Spirit*  and  I  hey 
narrowly  efcape  out  of  i  m  mine  nt  dangers,  how  dreadful  imift  the  cafe  of  the 
fujugr  and  ungodly  be,  whp  rejedt?  the  gofocl  thfuugh  uubUkf  l  And  where 
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can  they  appear  with  fafetr  and  comfort  1  Their  ruin  muft  be  unavoidable  and 
infupportabie-  As  ever  therefore  we  would  not  ptrifh  with  them,  may  we  to 
a  way  of  well-doing,  commitour  lives  and  fouls  by  faith,  under  all  affliction*, 
to  the  care  of  that  God,  who  is  faithful  to  big  promifes,  and  is  able  to  lave  his 
creatures,  and  to  perform  all  things  for  them  that  trull  in  him. 


CHAP.  V. 


The  Apofile  exhorts  and  encourages  elders  to  be  cheerful,  difnterefted 
and  humble,  in  a  faithful  dif charge  of  their  office,  i — 4.  Di  re&s 

younger  ChriJHans  to  fubmit  to  their  elder  t,  yea,  alt  of  them  one  to  a- 
nether  1  and  to  yield,  with  humility  and  patience,  to  the  band  of  Cod, 
and  cad  all  their  care  on  him,  and  to  he  fiber,  watchful,  andjfed- 
fajt  in  the faith  ~ again  ft  all  the  temptations  of  the  devil,  5 — 5).  And 
then  prays  for  their  growth  and  efiaHiJbnient  s  and  concludes  with 
jalat aliens ,  and  a  bettediflm,  JO— 14. 


Text. 


FujPHMlt. 


Tift  elder* 
which  arc 

among  yon  Ivr 
hart*  who  an 
aLfo  an  elder, 
and  a  witndiof 
the  fuJTerings  of 
t  hrill,  and  alfo 
a  partaker  of 
the  plury  that 

lhdU  he  reveal¬ 
ed- 


1.  AS  to  thofc  that  are  fpiritnal  guidon  or  pftors, 
il  chofen  oat  of,  and  reading  in  your  fevcral 
churches,  and  may  be  called  elders,  becaufe  minillers 
of  jAature  age  and  (landing,  are  ordinarily  the  moft  pro¬ 
per  to  be  put  into  that  (acred  office,  I  would  direQ  my 
exhortation  to  fuch,  and  equally  bind  it  upon  my  own 
confcience,  as  being  myfetf  not  a  lord  and  matter  *, 
but  a  fellow-elder  and  fervanc  of  C  hr  if  l,  though  ho¬ 
noured  with  the  apoftolic  chandler :  (2  epift.  i.  1 .) 
And  that  they  may  pay  the  greater  regard  to  what  lam 
going  to  urge  upon  them,  let  them  conlider  that  1  was 
an  eye-witncfs  of  the  bitter  agonies  and  fuflerings 
of  Cbrift  in  foul  and  body,  (Mark  xiv.  33,  &c.  and  54, 
l<c.)  and  of  their  glorious  i flues  in  his  rcfurreclion  fiom 
the  dead  j  (Aftsiii.  i$.)  and  am  now  bold  to  bear  my 
teiliniony  to  them,  and  to  their  important  deflgn,  by 
preaching,  and  by  all  manner  of  futterings  for  his  fake, 
and  after  his  example,  even  at  the  peril  of  my  life  ;  and 
as  his  fuflering*  turn  to  my  account,  (o  I  have  an  ear- 
tteft  of,  and  (as  1  am  well  adored)  (hall  be  admitted  to 

a 


MOTE. 

*  This  way  of  the  a poftle  Peter's  »d*  churchy  oOTimvands  with  fov-ercign  au* 
drefi,  fay  tug  f  er  etsirtai,  sin  iliorin,  like  »  lord,  and  not  a  fellow* 

atf*  Mfcijtalk o  t  rtfirVpta-  clckr,  which  all  theapftftle*  were  with 

Is  quite  different  from  the  bi^b  other  elders  a  I  tough  every  elder  wai 
ttioe  of  the  Pope,  who,  under  pretence  nf  not  an  apottU* 
being  Feu/*  fuc cellar,  and  head  of  i he 
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1  Feed  the 

flock  Hod 

which  is  among 

yom  taking  the 

nvevfioht  th^n*'- 
**■ 

e ift  w»t  hy  rojv- 
flraint,  but  will¬ 
ingly  \  n--t  ibr 
filthy  lucre,  hut 
nf  ;i  ready 
mind ; 


3  Keither  at 
hcingjoi'ds  over 
Ccth  heritage, 

btii  bsitig  co- 

rimplq  to  the 

fart- 


Yht  Eirfi  EpiJIU  o/Peter farafhrafed* 

a  blcflcd  communion  with  him  in  the  glory  which  he 
has  pnrehafed  by  his  death,  and  taken  poflcflum  of,  as 
ipt  head,  reprefeiiutive  aijd  ■  forerunner ;  and  which 
will  be  openly  and  fully  manifefleri  at  his  fecond  ap* 
peering,  when  he  {halt  come  to  be  ghrifed  in  his  faints^ 
and  admired  tn  ail  them  that  believe*  (2  Theft  i*  10.) 

a.  Let  thofe  of  you  who  are  fet  over  the  ftveral  ebur* 
ches  in  the  Lord,  to  which  ye  are  related,  fee  to  it, 
that  as  pafiors  after  his  own  hearty  ye  feed  his  people 
with  knowledge  and  tmderflandwg+  (Jer.  iiu  15*)  even 
his  lambs  and  his  fheep,  (John  xxi-  15,  16.)  and  that 
[*f*t  ftatXTt  )  ye  exercife  a  holy  difnpline,  according  to 
his  word,  in  governing  the  church  of  God,  which  lie, 
in  his  incarnate  (fate,  purchafed  with  his  own  blood, 
(A els  xx.  28.)  and  has  committed  as  his  /lock,  to  yotir 
paflorat  care  under  him,  as  the  chief  fhepherd  ;  (v.  4  ) 
A iX  the  part  of  good  bifliopsfin  perfonally  mfpctliug 
their  principles,  temper  and  conduct,  and  in  looking 
after  all  their  fpmtual  concerns  with  wjfdom  and  meek- 
iiefs,  fidelity  wdtchfulnefii  and  care ;  and  let  this  be 
done,  us>t  by  any  force  upon  your  inclinations,  or  by 
fear  of  frame  among  men,  in  cafe  of  negleft,  but  with 
freedom  and  delight  as  matter  of  choice;  not,  like  the 
falfe  teachers,  {Tit,  i.  ii*}-  with  mercenary  views  tq 
worldly  advantages,  which  are  fordid  gains,  and  de* 
fifing  to  the  confidence,  and  to  the  facred  office  of  hint 
who  makes  them  his  governing  end  j  but  with  a  heart 
that  is  ready  to  engage  in  this  delightful  fcrvice,  pure* 
ly  for  the  honour  of  Chrifl  and  the  good  01  fouls. 

3.  Nor  let  your  important  truft  be  managed  with 
ambitious  views  of  honour  to  yourfclves,  or  in  an  impfr 
rious,  haughty  domineering  manner,  as  though  ye 
were  lords  and  mailers,  that  have  dominion  over  the 
faith  and  confidence's  of  the  people  of  God’s  choice* 
whom,  like  lfrad  of  old,  (Kent.  iv.  2Q,  and  ix*  H)<)  be 
has  made  his  peculiar  inheritance,  as  it  were  by  lot  ; 
and  who  may  be  confidcred  as*  the  clergy,  (r^r  x^«i) 
winch  he  has  fet  apart  for  himfelf,  with  a  djitin&ion 
from  the  red  of  mankind  :  But  take  care  to  frt  a  good 

example 

T  E. 

{ter*  3)  as  difEngtilfbed  from  paAor*; 

Sind  ili i;fe  officers  ere  at  other  times  dr- 
feribed  a*  elders,  tlmt  arc  to  bebate 
inth  gravity  and  prptknce,  like  aged 
and  experienced  men ;  and  at  others,  a? 
Id  fh  opt-  that  are  fa  take  the  over  fight 
nfili*  church  1  and  ta  all  trt 
different  denominations,  taken  frorefttch 
like  con  frdenit  inns  ot*  the  fame  office,  tq 
fet  ont  th?  natcrc  and  extent  of  the  It 

1  ■  -  \  i  *  \  '  ■  1 

chaw* 


N  O 

+  Thefc  elders  were  to  bifhnp  if,  fae'i* 
w*yhv] !  or  10  exercife  the  office  of  hi- 
SOinps  over  the  flock ;  (fee  the  note  mi 
*x  17  )  which  fliews  that,  though 
they  were  only  ordinary  piftor*f  they 
wei-e  rheClirift  tan  b  Whops  of  the  apoltn- 
Itc  age,  to  fulfil  all  the  duties  of  that  of- 

r  K  .  j 

fite*  which  .is  one  ana  the  fame  m  thofe 
fhat  are  fpokcuofas  pMtor^  or  elders, 
yrhn  are  to  JWcl  and  govern  the  flock, 

yblct  ^called  God's  heritage  W  clergy, 


Cb.  y** 
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example  of  humility,  (elf*  denial,  and  all  holy  convcrfa- 
tion  and  godfinefs,  to  the  whole  company  of  believers 
under  your  charge,  that  they  may  be  induced  to  follow 
your  fteps,  (fee  J  Tim*  iv,  12*) 

4.  And,  for  your  encouragement  hereunto^  always 

thi  chief  &hcp~  bear  in  mind,  that  when  the  great  Shepherd  tf  thejbe*p7 
htrd  mall  ap-  (Heb.  xiii,  20.)  who  has  purchjkd  them  by  his  blood, 
rtf:^,ye  mallre-  and  f^ures  them  by  his  power  and  grace,  under  whom 

Xrt^d  ac  ^Q*  yt  a»d  t0  wbom  ye  pre  accountable,  fhall  appear 
Ji:iU  nut  away*  on  the  throne  of  hk  glory  to  gather  all  nations  before 

him,  and  fhall  let  his  fheep  at  his  right* hand,  and  pro* 
notince  them  the  blcficd  of  his  father,  &c*  (Matth* 
xxv.  31 — 34-)  Then  ye,  who  arc  faithful  to  your  truft, 
fhall  receive  an  ijifimtety  better,  reward,  than  all  the 
riches  of  this  world,  or  than  the  conqueror's  withering 
garland  of  bays,  olive  and  flowers  in  the  Grecian  games. 
It  (lull  be  more  durable  and  flourishing  than  (*/“***«'*• 
a  crown  made  of  the  flowers  of  amarinth,  which  it 
is  faid  never  fade  ;  even  an  immortal  crown  of  honour 
and  glory,  which  the  Lord  will  gracioufly  award  unto 
you,  as  an  incorruptible  and  un defiled  inheritance, 
that  never  fades  or  abates  in  worth  or  iuilre*  (chap,  L 


j  Lihewif*  ye 
ymin^cri  fobmit 
y  our  idvls  unto 
the  elder:  yea, 
all  vf  h* 

fubjetft  «w  to  a- 
»  other.  and  be 
t  lathed  with 
humility:  for 

c'i>d 

th*  prfiud*  and 
j>tivrrh  grace  to 

rbe  humble. 


4*} 

5,  My  exhortation,  in  like  manner,  to  tbofe  of  you 
that  are  private  church-members,  confifting  moftly  of 
the  younger  fort  of  Chriftians,  f  as  allb  to  inferiors  of 
every  character,  is,  that  ye  be  attentive  and  fubmif&ve 
to  the  admonitions,  cautious  and  reproofs  of  thofe  that 
are  of  more  advanced  years,  wifdom,  experience  and 
ftation  t.and  particularly  to  thofe  that  are  elders  by  of* 
fice,  as  fet  over  you  in  the  Lord  j  that  yc  treat  their 
ptrfons,  characters  and  i  nit  ructions,  as  far  as  they  are 
agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  with  due  efieemand  re* 
yereitce  :  yea,  that  all  of  you,  in  whatever  relation  ye 
Hand,  behave  with  decency  and  refpeft  one  towards  a- 
nocher*  Don't  be  ftilF  and  abounding  in  your  own 
fenfe ;  but  hearken  to  folid  arguments  and  kind  re* 
proofs,  from  whomfoever  they  come  5  and  yield  one 


NOTE- 


+  Etdfr  ami  younger  are  fomctlmc s  ih 
fed  t»  ii£~n  if?  1*=  <  ons  of  dfjft  rent  tifit j  as 
In  J  Tiio-  if  i'  {fee  the  note  there)  and 
nT  others,  yovnper  U  n  cfoimmiration  of 

Uifcriu;  3  in  diUinctfon  iVmu  fupt  run  s, 
as  in  Ltxkex*n.  26,  But  at  other  limes, 
riders  U  a  title  of  (i{iicet  the  Ja:nc 
with  bijfrops  ftr  jwibrJi;  and  that  it  ii  tn 
l>c  fn  underfill'd,  vcr.  I  .is  evident  from 
the  u-ork,  that  the  apolUe  cxlmru  tlicm 
to  in  the  following  \»FliK‘h  \n  pe- 

fpljpr  to  perfom  of  that  character;  who 


fllfo  Teem  tn  h*  principally  Intended  by 
the  elder  in  this  verfe,  which  represent* 
the  duty  of  the  people  toward  them* 
a  beautiful  nntfthcfis  by  the  wt»rd  like- 
wile,  7)  J3ut  the  younger,  as  far  as 
J  find,  is  never  vfed  as  a  term  uf  oilier; 
that  it  is  not  to  be  taken  in  any  AkH 
iejili:  here,  appears  from  there  being  .no¬ 
thing  fold  tn  them  that  relates  to  ofV 
flu'-wyik,  lu*t  only  fudi  thin^i  as  are 

ctommm  to  them  and  all  private  Chrii 
ItidilS- 


9®  The  tirfi  Epifile  ef  Fitei  parapkr&fed .  Ch.  7. 


6  Humble  yonr 
felvei  tbtrcfort 
under  the  tnigli* 
ty  hand  of  God  r 
thit  be  may  cx- 
nit  you  lb  due 


7  CaJBag  all 

yonr  care  upon 
biro,  for  be  car- 

etb  for  you* 


le  fober, 
be  vigilant,  be- 
cuijfcjroiiradvfr^ 


to  another*  as  far  as  3a  confiftent  with  jour  fevenl 
ranks  and  foliations  in  the  church*  and  in  the  natural 
and  civil  life  t  and*  to  make  thefe  duties  the  morecafy 
and  pleafcnt  to  you*  fee  that  ye  be  endued  with  un* 
feigned  humility*  and  as  it  were  covered  all  over  with 
it*  as  a  beautiful  ornament  to  add  a  vifibie  I  oft  re  to  all 
your  other  graces*  like  a  fhining  upper  garment  that 
fpreads  over  all  the  reft*  and  hides  their  defeats*  And 
to  induce  you  to  cultivate  this  amiable  grace*  remem¬ 
ber  that  a  haughty  fpirit  is  fo  uncrea tardy  and  iinchri- 
flian-likt1*  fo  abfoiucely  unbecoming  finful  mortals,  and 
fo  contrary  to  your  relation  to  God*  and  in  tire  depend¬ 
ence  upon  him*  that  hefets  himfelf*  as  it  were  in  battle- 
array,  again  fl  the  proud  in  heart*  and  has 

them  in  the  utmoft  abhorrence  ;  but  (*<)  (hews favour* 
and  gives  a  rich  increafe  of  all  grace*  to  humble  fouls* 
which  are  bis  delight,  (fee  Prov*  iih  34.  and  the  pa- 
raphrafe  on  James  iv.  6.) 

6.  Confedering  therefore  what  a  great  God  ye  have 
to  do  with  ;  how  intrrely  ye  are  at  bis  difpofal*  and  as 
nothing  before  him ;  how  able  he  is  to  bumble  the 
proud,  and  exalt  the  lowly  in  heart  j  and  what  terrible 
judgements  he  is  about  to  execute  in  the  way  of  his 
providence ;  as  an  emblem  of  much  greater  ftiU  in  the 
world  to  come*  yield  yourfelves  up  to  his  almighty 
power*  and  his  fovereign  and  holy  will*  under  all  the 
fufferings  and  afflictions  which  he  orders  for  your  trial ; 
bow  under  his  rebukes*  that  he*  as  a  tender  father* 
who  has  gained  his  wife  and  gracious  end  by  bis  ch?ft~ 
citings,  may  have  compaffion  upon  you*  and  in  his  time 
(which  is  always  the  fitted)  may  lift  you  up  above  all 
tribulations*  and  advance  you  to  a  profperous  ftate  ill 
this  world,  (if  that  fhall  be  beft  for  you)  or,  at  faitheft, 
to  all  the  honours  and  delights  of  the  world  to  come.) 

7.  but  whatever  be  the  diftreffing  burdens*  anxie¬ 
ties*  folicitude,  fears  and  cares,  relating  to  yourfelvcs, 
or  families  and  friends*  or  to  the  caufe  and  imereft  of 
Chrift*  that  perplex,  cut  and  wound  your  fouls* 

™  pxftfLw}  commit  them  aJl*  in  the  ufc  of  proper 
means,  by  faith  and  prayer*  to  the  Lord*  relying  on  his 
power  and  goodnefs  for  feafonable  relief*  for  he  has  all 
your  concerns,  fpiritual  and  temporal,  at  heart,  and 
will  fuftain  you  \  (Ff.  lv.  22.)  he  will  pity*  fuccour* 
ftrcngtben  and  comfort  you  under,  and  in  his  time 
and  way  will  cafe  you  of,  and  give  a  happy  iffue  to  all 
your  troubles  in  your  eternal  falvation* 

8.  Amidft  all  the  dilKcnlties  and  dangers  of  your  pre¬ 
fect  ftate  of  warfare*  labour  to  maintain  a  wake* 

ful* 


Ch.  ?. 
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f»rjr  the  devi 1» 

as  a  roring  Iroa 
w*lk«h  about 
fcfktnx  whom 
be  u lay  devour. 


9  Whnnj  re¬ 
fit  t  1)  cilia  it  in 
rhe  faitii,  know* 
iug  that  the 

fame  afflictions 
are  accompli  Ik¬ 
ed  in  Jour  bre¬ 
thren  that  arc 
in  the  voridi 


to  But  the 

God  of  all  grace 
who  ImhcaUcd 
it4  unto  hiserer- 
jiai  (rioiv  by 
thrift  fefas,  ut¬ 
ter  that ye  ha  ve 
fuffveed  n  ^vltile, 
inaJce  you.  per- 
iUbliih* 

itrengeben,  let- 


ful,  and  fober  temper  of  mind  in  modeft  thoughts  of 
yourfelves,  and  in  moderating  you /  affections  and  ap¬ 
petites  towards  earthly  enjoyments ;  and  to  be  watch¬ 
ful  unto  prayer,  (chap,  ir.  7*)  and  unto  the  performance 
of  all  the  dudes  of  your  places,  and  againft  temptations 
that  would  draw  you  into  fin  and  apoftacy  ;  (1  The  IT, 
iii*  $.)  becaufc  yourbufy  and  powerful  adverfary  the 
devil,  that  securer  of  the  brethren,  (Rev.  xii,  10)  like 
a  fierce,  fa  rage  and  hungry  lion,  greedy  of  his  prey,  is 
indefatigably  reftlels  in  his  contrivances  and  endeavours, 
continually  going  to  and fro  in  the  earth,  {Job  i.  7*)  to 
try  bow  far  he  may  be  permitted,  by  perfections, 
frauds,  and  evil  fuggeftiops,  to  wound,  rend  and  tear, 
and  ruin  immortal  fouls;  though,  bleftedbe  God,  he, 
being  under  Chrift’s  controu!,  cannot  corapafs  hi$_Je* 
fign  of  destroying  all  whom  he  would,  or  of  plucking 
any  one  of  the  .Redeemer's  fheep  out  of  his  and  his 
Fathers  hands  John  x»  28,  ay*) 

9*  As  ever  ye  would  overcome  this  grand  adverfary, 
and  all  his  inftrumencs,  make  a  noble  and  courageous 
ftand  again  ft  him,  by  ftedfaltiy  maintaining  the  pare 
do&rine  of  faith  and  your  holy  profeflion  of  it,  in  a 
firm  dependence  on  the  power  and  grace  of  Chrift  to 
vanquish  him;  it  being  molt  of  all  important  for  this 
purpofe  tq  take  the  Jbield  of  faith ,  wherewithye  Jbalt  he 
able  to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts  qf  the  wicked  1  (Eph, 
vi*  16 ♦)  and  that  ye  may  not  be  disheartened  in  the  com¬ 
bat,  as  though  fome  Grange  things  happened  to  you, 
(chap*  iv*  12*}  remember  that  the  like  meafure  of  faf- 
fe rings, in  conformity  to  Chrift,  are  filled  up 
and  finifhed  by  your  Chriftiao  brethren  in  all  parts  of 
the  worlds  during  their  fhort  abode  in  it ;  and  as  no 
temptation  has  taken  you,  but fiich  as  is  common  toman  t 
fo  Cod  is  faithful ,  who  will  make  a  way  to  efcape,  that 
ye  may  be  able  to  hear  it*  {[  Cor,  x*  13*) 

ic*  Now  as  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  and  of  his 
own  mere  favour  is  the  fountain  and  giver  of  all  grace, 
from  firft  to  luff,  fuittble  to  every  time  of  trial,  has  ef¬ 
fectually  called  us  by  his  word  and  fpjrit  to  an  inheri¬ 
tance  of  eternal  glory,  which  he  has  pro  mi  fed  to,  and 
referred  in  heaven  for  us,  and  will  keep  us  unto  the 
pofleflion  of,  (ebap,  j.  $.}  thro*  the  merit  and  media¬ 
tion  of  JefuG  Chrift  ;  and  as  his  grace  is  abfolutely  ne- 
cefliry  to  enable  you  to  put  my  admonitions  into  prac¬ 
tice,  it  is  my  earned  prayer,  under  thefe  encouraging 
and  endearing  confiderattons  of  him,  and  in  reAeAion 
on  my  own  dreadful  fall,  when^  being  left  to  rnyfelf,  I 

denied 

*  ^ 


Tht  Firfi  Epijlle  o/PiTBR  parapbrafti,  Ch.  ?. 


ii  To  Win 

bt  fjory  am l  do- 
,  minion  for  c- 
eer  and  ever. 
Aoicd* 


il  By  Silvin- 
nt  a  faithful 
brother  onto 
you,  {at  I  fup* 
pore)  I  have 

written  briefly, 

exhorting  and 

tefkifying,  that 
this  is  the  true 
grace  of  God 
wherein  ye 
fta  ad, 


13  The  fWci 

thjt  ip  at  llaby* 

Jon  ele^led  to¬ 
gether  with  ymt* 

nrtgtetbyon,a»d 
fa  Jetb  Marcus 

my  fo  fi¬ 


de  nied  my  Lord  ;  (Mart  xy*  68, 70, 71.)  that  after,  and 
by  means  of  your  tribulations,  which  will  foonbcoYcr, 
and  are  but  tight  aflUQions  for  a  moment ,  compared 
■with  the  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory t  (t  Cor, 
1y.  17.)  he  would  perfect  all  that  concerns  you,  as  to 
knowledge  and  practice  *  would  eftabiifh  you  imoi ove- 
ably  in  the  faith  and  hope,  profeffion  and  holinefs  of 
the  gofpel ;  would  ftrengthen  you  with  all  mighty  ac * 
cording  to  his  glorious  power  7  unto  all  patience  and 
longfvfferi$ig  with joyfulnefs  j  (CoL  i*  11*)  and  would 
fettle  your  fouls,  with  unfhaken  peace*  Cifety  and  com¬ 
fort,  011  that  foundation  wbich  he  has  laid  inbion,  (chap* 
it.  6*) 

11.  To  him*  who  is  the  glorious  author  of  all  the 
happinefs  that  we  have  in  hand,  or  in  hope,  and  rever- 
fion,  be  cheerfully  aferibed,  as  ie  mod  due,  all  poffible 
honour,  majelty,  might  and  dominion,  through  all  ge¬ 
nerations  on  earth,  ami  to  all  eternity  in  heaven,  Amcns 
fo  may  it  be,  aod  lb  it  lhall,  as  well  as  ought  to  be* 

12.  Thus  1  hare  wrote  a  fliort  eptltie,  and  fent  it  to 

Jou  by  Sihanust  (fee  the  note  on  A£U  xv.  22*)  whom 
can  recommend  as  a  faithful  brother  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord  (  "f  as  I  reckon,  upon  gbod  grounds, 

that  he  is,  and  will  approve  htmfelf  to  be  to  you  :  and 
my  dcHgn,  in  Vfhat  I  have  wrote,  is  to  exhort  and  en¬ 
courage  you  to  abide  by  the  teflimony  I  have  herein 
given  for  the  confirmation  of  your  faith  a  (Turing  you 
that  it  is  the  true  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God,  relating  to 
frlvation  alone  by  Jefus  Cbrift  ;  in  the  dodlrine,  belief 
and"  profeflion  or  which  ye  have  hitherto  ftood 

fail ;  and  by  means  of  which  ye  (till  maintain  your 
ground,  as  1  trull  ye  ever  will  continue  to  do,  through 
grace,  notwithflanding  all  the  artifices  and  terrors  of 
your  enemies  to  bring  you  off  from  it. 

13*  The  believers  that  are  gathered  into  a  church- 
date,  and  ordinarily  afiembie  for  religions  worfhip  at  * 
Babylon  t  where  1  now  am,  and  that  are  to  be  looked 
upon  in  a  judgement  of  charity,  as  choice  Cbrtflians, 
and  as  chofen  of  God  to  faction  together  with  your? 

felvet. 


N  O  T  E. 

*  Some  fuppofc  that  by  Babylon  is  fo  do,  that  the  apnftlc  could  have  uq 
meant  Rome,  which  in  a  figurative  Ante  reafnn  to  conceal  Rome  on  dor  th  la  fUti- 
might  be  calkd  my  ft  j  cal  Babylon,  (u  in  t  inrut  name,  and  that  he  being  the  t-. 
Rev.  svii.  and  xviii-  a.  with  a  view  pnltk  of  the  clrciiracJfion  was  probably 
to  its  future  corruption,  Aipcritttion,  i-  at  or  near  Babylon,  either  In  Chaldea* 
dolatryand  opprefilons  under  the  pa*  or  in  Egypt,  when  lie  wrote  this  epittJe; 
jixcy,  when  It  would  be  as  infamous  lor  there  being  many  converted  frw$  in. 
all  abomination*,  n#  rbe  an tient  Babylon  thofe  parts,  iiec  l>r  f-ight loot's  Icnnon 
wr.va**  But  Calvin,  Pi  ft  a  tor,  Partus,  on  this  text  in  Ilia  works,  voi-  4.  p. 
'  fee  aud  many  others,  thrnkj  as  l  al*  l  Mr 


Ch» 
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14  Greet  ye 
qhc  mother 
with  ft  kils  of 

ohVtty,  Peace 

tc  *virh  you  all 
thntsrelnCliriil 
Amen. 


feWes*  fend  their  mod  affcGionate  and  religions  re- 
fpe£ta  to  you  ;  and  lo  doth  "John  Mark*  (Aits  xii*  ix) 
who,  at  times,  has  farted  with  me  as  a  fern  in  the  work 
of  the  gofpeii  as  well  as  was  concerted  by  my  miniftry, 
like  a  ion,  exceeding  dear  to  me* 

14*  See  to  it  that  ye  cultivate  a  cordial  brotherly 
love  one  towards  another;  in  token  of.  which  falute 
each  other  with  a  chafte  and  friendly  kife,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  Chriftians  in  their  meetings  together* 
(fee  the  note  on  Rom*  xvi.  id.)  May  all  the  olellings  of 
the  Lord*  for  prefent  and  evcTlaftinghappinefs#  abound 
towards  all  and  every  one  of  you*  wherefoever  ye  be 
fca tiered,  that  bear  a  holy  profrilion  of  Chrift's  name* 
and  are  fuppofed  to  be  vitally  united  to  him*  as  yoor 
only  head  and  Savioar!  To  teftify  myfmcere  defirt 
and  hope  of  this*  I  fay  Amen* 


recollectionI 

With  what  an  exemplary  feint,  converfation  and  hrnnWenefs  of  mind,  free 
from  haughty  airs  of  Jordipg  it  over  God's  heritage;  and  with  what  diligence* 
cheerfalndfs  and  dilmterefted  views,  (hould  Chriftian  paftars  infpe£t,  feed,and  go¬ 
vern  the  churches  committed  to  their  mimftcrial  care  by  the  great  Ibepherd  of 
the  (beep,  who  differed  for  their  redemption  !  They  have  the  fweeteft  encou¬ 
ragement  to  be  faithful,  in  hope  of  being  partakers  of,  and  crowned  with  glory# 
when  tie  (hall  be  revealed  in  all  the  grandeur  of  his  fecond  appearing*  And  how 
dutiful  and  becoming  is  it,  that  humility  and  refpeft  run  through  the  behaviour 
of  their  people  to  them,  of  Inferiors  to  fuperiors,  and  of  all  believers,  one  to¬ 
wards  another,  in  receiving  holy  admonitions  1  But  efpecially,  how  ought  every 
our*  to  behave*  with  an  abfofete,  tmre&rved#  and  the  lowcft  fubmlHion  to  the  great 
God  under  his  rebukes  f  He  fets  himfelf  againft  the  proud,  but  (hews  favour 
to  the  Intro  We,  and  encourages  them  to  call  all  their  felicitous  cares  and  trou¬ 
bles  upon  him,  who  is  the  almighty  God,  and  has  a  tender  concern  for  them# 
and  will  exalt  them  in  due  fca  feu.  And  as  the  devil  is  a  vigilant,  cruet  and  in* 
drf*it!gntile  enemy,  like  a  formidable,  ravaging  and  hungry  lion,  fee  king, 
if  to  devour  them*  they  oucht  to  be  couftently  on  their  watch  ngaioft 

him,  am*  again  ft  all  inordinate  alTVdtions  that  would  betray  them  into  bis  hands, 
and  towithftand  and  rejeft  all  his  temptations,  with  a  Reel  ft  ft  faith  in  Chrift,  to 
bringthem  off  with  victory  and  triumph  over  all  the  persecutions  and  troubles, 
which  they  and  their  brethren,  in  all  places  and  ages*  are  evpofed  to;  but  whtch^ 
comparatively  (jH^king,  are  Usht  afflictions*  and  of  ihort  coni  inn  ahee,  and  at 
frurtiieft  can  be  only  during  their  uncertain  re fidrnoe  in  this  prefent  finfid  world* 
But  oh  what  ahfo’ulc  need  is  there  of  help  from  the  God  of  all  grace  to  fortify 
our  feuU  aeainft  them,  and  tocftabttfli*  Arengthen,  and  fettle  u;>  on  thrift,  our 
fure  feu  tut  at  ion,  and  perfeil  his  good  work  hi  us  I  Whit  a  mercy  ia  it  to 
(land  full  in  the  grace  of  the  gofpcl !  Aud  what  high  aferiptions  of  eternal  ho* 
nour  and  glory  are  due  to  the  mighty  God*  for  ah  his  great  nefa  and  Ws  k:«d- 
neft  to  us  *— ^Faithful  nunifters  are  to  be  recommended  to  the  churches,  and 
Chriftiau  falutations  fent  to  them;  all  the  members  of  which  fliould  exp  refs 
1  heir  cordial  love,  in  the  beft  manner,  one  towards  another;  And  what  bet* 
ter  demon  ft  ration  of  the  tincerity  of  it  can  there  be,  than  heartily  to  wifli 
and  pray  for  peacfj  inclusive  of  every  Wdlmg  to  all  the  cliofcu  of  God  and 
members  of  thrift  l  May  they  for  ever  profper  !  Amen* 
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A  PRACTICAL 


In  the  Form  pf  a  P  ar  a  ph  r  a  r  e. 


The  Preface  to  the  Second Eptftie  of;  Pe  tsk 


THIS  feopbd^piltlc  of  the  Apoftle  Peter  la  moft  generally fiippo 

fed  to  h^p  heen  wrote  in  view  of .  hf\a  p&r  __ 
about  a  year  or  two  after  the  other,  and  three  or  font;  years; 
defiru&Km  of  Jcrufalera,  to  the  fame  pe  ribas*  and  with  mubh  the  fame 
ddigri,  for  their  further  eftablifhmcnt  in  faith  and, holistic  and  for 
their  caution  againft  apoflacy,  by  means  6f  th^cr^tn^s  that  aaetjded 
them,  and  wereftiU  further  rarmrig  rijpon^ ^  thenti  and  by  riieaoS  hf 
corrupt  libertine  teachers,  and  profane  fcoffera  at  Ihtj  ptomife  of  Chilli's 
coming  to  judgement,  as  though*  bccaufe  kwas  not  already,  it'rw* 
Ver  wtHild  be  brought  to  pafe.  (See  the  preface  to  the  firft  epiftlesr) 
The  dmne  authority  of  this  fecond  e^prille  drp?etej  is  well  fupport- 
ed,  and  defended  agamft  the  chief  objd&tbn ‘that  fbrfce  have  Mffte-  to 
it,  on  acGoaat'iiMifiRsieDCftj^  ;Pr£^»&kN%  bnbop  .of 

Londeir,  th  fib  firft  difiermion,  annexed  to  his  di{courfcs  iwr!|ffiDfiie>- 
cy.  .  i  _  ■  /  .;  ■ ' , 

The  apoftle,  in  connexion  with  the  Irifcrfpiion  and  falutat^psShs- 
prefeotjfcthe  comprehmfive  hJefljugs  o£  |^  |^ij^  ,£oeether  wiffithe 
duties  incumbent  on  thofe  that  hope*,  or  pretend,  to  he  parraters  of 
them  :  and  proves  his  teflirftosy  toChrift  by  drtioe  revetation,  chap.  1. 
He  then  warns  them  of  falfe  teachers,  that  wcm}i|awfo  amonK  tnem 
in  oppoGrion  to  iv  and  . d^fetihes  their  aKcwi 

tices,  and  thevdrekdfvi  ven  geance  that  ftiould  he 
the  righisnaMbonld  efeape*  ohap.  .  aad  fiiewe 
jng  aH  their  perverfe  eavib  agatnft;  the  do&rihe  of  Chrift’s  e  **& 

«  'whith  the  confiagratio: 

\&§d aademblenu  he  certaiplf  ^iii  comein  dueiealoH, 
iciif  fyftem  of  this  world  ihsdi  be  intirely  . .  " 4  * 
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Ch. !.  '  The  Preface  to  the  Second  EpiftU  of  P itti.  95 

refined  and  glorious  fabric  flwU  be  ere£ted  for  the  habitation  of  the 
faint* :  in  profpeft  of  all  which  they  ought  to  be  hoi;  in  heart  and  life, 
and  progrdfive  in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrtft  j  condiifftog 
with  an  aJcription  of  glory  to  bimt  chap*  iii. 


CHAP.  L 


The  ApoftU  fahttes  them  nr ho  bad  obtained  tike  preciou:  faith,  and  rr- 
vtinds  theme/ its  attending  bleffings,  1 — 4.  Exhort:  them  to  add 
the  exercife  <f  various  other  graces  to  their  faith,  and  encourages 
them  thereto  by  tie  happy  ijfues  of  tbeir  Jo  dning,  5 — 1 1.  Affvres 
them  of  bis  concern  to  hf  at  affifiant  as  poffble,  so  them  therein,  be¬ 
fore  bis  approaching  diet  aft,  And  confirms  the  truth  of  the 

gofpel  relating  to  Chriff s  appearing  to  judgement,  at  it  may  be  ga¬ 
thered  from  an  immediate  (ejiimony  -which  came  from  heaven  ui  hit 
own  and  other's  bearing,  and  more  direttly  proved  by  the  injpired 
writings  of  the  prophet /,j6— 21. 


F 

£ 


.  X  T. 


PARAPHRASE. 


s 


[MO  ^ 
Peter,  & 
fervent  and  an 
epottio  of  Jcfns 
Cbrlft*  to  them 
that  have  ob¬ 
tained  like  pre¬ 
cious  faith  whh 
through  tbe 
nghccoufiief*  of 
Gud  and  our 
Si^'iDKif  Jefoj 
thrift: 


i.  T  whowac  namedSimoiifttmycircuincifion,and  fur- 
J.,  named  Peter  by  our  bldTed  Lord,  upon  my  coa- 
verfion,  and  confcflkm  of  faith  ia  him,  (John  i.  42,  an<L 
Mattb.  xvi.  18*)  who  called  me  to  be  his  miniilring  Ter¬ 
rain,  and  honoured  me  with  the  apoftiefhip  ;  even  I, 
in  his  name  and  by  his  authority,  now  fend  this  fecond 
cpiltie  to  thofe  Jews  of  the  difperlion ,  (fee  the  note  on 
1  EpifV.  i.  t.)  who  by  the  fovereign  difpofals  of  divine 
grace,  as  it  were  by  lot,  (xo^wt)  are  made  partakers  of 
the  faith  of  God's  cleft,  (1  fcpift.  1,  2,  compared  with 
Tit.  i.  1 .)  which,  though  various  in  degrees,  is  of  the 
fame  excellent  nature  and  kind,  as  to  its  caufes,  afts 
and  objefts,  fruits  and  benefits,  and  isoflikc  great  price 
in  the  light  of  God,  with  that  true  and  unfeigned  faith, 
which  we  the  a  pottles,  who  have  made  known  unto  yea 
the  power  and  coming  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Cbri/i ,  (ver. 
16.)  and  which  all  of  us,  who  believe  to  the  laving  of 
our  fouls,  have  obtained,  not  through  any  worthiuefe  or 
ability  of  our  own,  but  through  the  merit  of  that  ever- 
fatting  righteou fuels,  which  was  wrought  out,  and 
brought  in,  by  the  obedience  and  fufFeringa.  of  Jefus 
ChrLft  *,  who  is  a  divine  perfon  and  the  only  mediator 


w 

-  Though  the  rigltzurtjHcfs  ‘of 
*1*1  O'lr  Sil'i^ar  fejm  ChrSJt  (r,  Iiitai 


V  0 
C*1 

JlKfllffVtlr 

TV  0fg  H^LUV  aj  tlftj  ^pifUr  DUV  be 

lireratly  rpndert  ifi  fir  t §igi*tctttfwrfj 
Bar  G&J  suti*  Sjvfaur  *Jtf rt.r  Cbrijt  ;  Rnd 
14  to  btf  andtrllood  ^  defcriptive  oT 


as 

T  F-. 

one  and  the  fame  pcrfati,  the  article  ml 
the  Cfrtclt  being  prefixed  enly  to  the 
fvrfM'thefe  title*;  [Tee  the  ante  on  Eph. 
t.  l)  but  to  the  next  verfe  an  article  it 
prefixed  to  either  of  tbcm*  A©e*rditt£- 
jy  the  n  fb  ten  nine  fs  here  intended  i* 
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2  Grace  and 
pc^cc  be  multi¬ 
plied  unto  you, 
through  tk 

Itnowlcd^c  of 
(!«dr  and  of  Je* 
ius  oar  LvliIi 


3  According 
as  his  divine 
power  hath  gi- 
>cti  unto  us  alt 
things  that/^r* 
t££H  unto  life 
and  godlinefs, 
through  the 
knowledge  of 
Jiiin  that  Lath 
ratted  m  to  glo¬ 
ry  and  virtue : 


Second  Epijlk  of  P  e  f  Eft  parap&rafed*  Cb.  u 

ns  Wing  both  our  God  and  Saviour,  who  purcha¬ 
se!  all  blcflinga  for  us,  and  on  whofe  behalf  itis  given 
unto  us  to  believe  on  ktvu  (Phil.  i.  2p.) 

2,  May  all  the  bldfings  of  grace  and  peace,  of  free 
favour  and  clear  difeoveries  of  it,  as  the  fountain,  and 
profperity  of  every  kind,  as  its  effeft,  abound  with  the 
richcft  variety  and  fulnefs  to  all  and  every  one  of  you, 
through  a  believing,  experimental  and  in  creating  ac* 
quai  ounce  with  God,  as  your  reconciled  and  covenant- 
God  and  Father  in  Chrift;  as  atfo  with  Jcfus  himfdf, 
and  with  what  he  has  done,  is  doing,  and  will  do,  as 
the  common  Lord  and  Saviour  of  every  one  of  us,  who 
believe  in  him. 

l 

3.  I  heart! y  defire  that  ye:  may,  and  truft  that  ye 

fhall,  be  thus  abundantly  blefled,  ft  nee  Jefiw  Chrift 
our  Lord,  (ver.  2.)  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  power,  which 
is  truly  divine,  has  already  *  in  bis  free  favour  be  ft  ow¬ 
ed  on  us  all  the  blelfings  that  he  fees  beft  for  us,  rela¬ 
ting  to  the  prefent  Kfe,  and  cfpecially  all  that  are  re¬ 
quisite,  for  maintaining  and  improving  our  fpi ritual  life, 
till  it  be  perfe£ted  in  life  eternal,  and  for  every  cxercifd 
of  grace  in  all  a£ts  of  piety  toward  God,  till  it  be 
compicatcd  in  glory,  through  the  efficacious  knowledge 
and  faithful  acknowledgement  him,’ 

and  of  the  Father  through  him,  who  has  called  us  by 
the  gofpel  to  an  inheritance  of  eternal  glory,  and  to  a 
courageous  profeffion  of  our  faith  in  hope  of  that  inhe¬ 
ritance  %  %  and  has  effe dually  called  us  to  This  by  a  glen 
rioua  operation  of  his  mighty  power  in  us, 

4.  By 


n  rt 

fhe  mediatorial  righteoufrirfs  of  Chrift, 
which  is  oft cik  filled  the  fightcoafnefs  of 
G&d,  (Sec  the  note  on  Rom  i,  17,)  Bat 
if  any  would  underhand  the  word- God 
tn  be  in  this  place  meant  ofG*d  the  Fa- 
therj  in  diftin<ftJon  from  our  -Saviour 
fefus  Chfift,  it  is  uererthelefs  to  be 
taken  for  the  righteoufnrfs  of  Chrifi  f 
becauft,  according  to  om*  tra  inflation,  it 
JS  the  rightcoufntjl  of  Gci  ami  oar 
Oar  j4us  And  what  Can  this 

be,  through  which  precious  faith  u  ob¬ 
tained,  hoc  that  rlghteonfiiefs  of  Chrift 
v-'hlcb  God  has  accepted,  by  which  hit 
juUiee  is  fxtisfied' and  for  the  fake  of 
which,  be  gives  faith  iu  it  mica  jutliji- 
ration  of  life?  And  were  ve  to  render 
the  word®  {t*  j'ncu&o-CTJi)  f#*  rights 
ovfttfs  of  God  and  our  Saviour,  they 
point  us  to  the  riglitconfnefr  of  Cbriit, 
as  the  objedt  of  faith,  or  that,  ia  which 


T  E  S- 

we  believe  unto  rigluteonfiicfs,  Bom.  x. 
JO.  hut  at  believing  ill  the  object  offairk 
is  ordinarily  expVcHfrd  by  another  i>re~ 
po  fit  ion  and  never,  a#  far  at  I  huH, 

by  this,  f*v)I  rather  chafe  to  coiifidrr 
this  at  figuifyiae;  by  or  through*  (*  pro* 
at  it  frequently  doth  in  other  pla^ 

r  Cts-  * 

*  The  participle,  here 

render'd  jnven,  may  he  cnnlhlered  as  of 
the  middle  voice,  which  admits  of  of 
conftmction  m  the  active,  as  welt  asr 
paiGTc  mood,  and  takes  oft  the  gramma- 
tical  difficulty  of  this  Sentence. 

|  To  Ricry  a&l  virtue  {h*  ur 

apttnti  is  mo  ft  ftrhfUy  f peaking  as  the 

margin  has  it  by  ghry  and  virtufCt  and 
may  fignify  the  glorieus  power  by  which 
we  ore  called  to  eternal  gloryy  as  the 
end,  and  to-  Chriftian  fortitude  as  the  ( 
means  of  attaining  ifl. 
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4  Whereby 
are  given  unto 

ii-i  exceeding 
great  and  preci* 
(ms  prortifej 
that  by  theft 
ytm  might  be 
partaker*  erf  the 
divine  Jirttifre* 
having  e  leaped 
the  corruption 

t\i\t  is  in  the 
world  through 
folk. 


j  Amf  hefidetf 

tHVs,  giving  all 

diligence^  add 

to  vour  iailh, 

virtue j  and  to 

virtue  know¬ 
ledge; 


4.  By  which  divine  peribris  4  (ver*  2 .)  and  the  glo¬ 

rious  operations  of  their  power,  by  means  of  the  gof- 
pel,  are  given  to  us  the  belt  of  promife*,  which  are  e- 
minently  great*  far  beyond  our  limioft  coDCCjKions, 
and  much  more  beyond  all  our  deferta;  and  they  are 
exceedingly  prized  by  true  believers,  and  every  way 
valuable,  grand  and  noble  in  thcmfdves,  as  they 

are  intirely  free  and  everlaiting  promifes,  ordered  in  ait 
things  and  Cure;  and  as  they  contain  the  inestimable 
Wefliugs  of  life  and  godlinefc,  pardon  and  peace,  grace 
and  glory,  and  are  admirably  fuited  to  every  exigence ; 
{"*)  to  the  end  that  by  an  application  and  fulfilment 
of  thefe  promifes,  in  all  their  variety,  riches,  and  ex¬ 
tent,  ye  might  have  fuch  communion  with  God  (yi*w« 

in  his  holincfe,  which,  on  account  of  its  reicra- 
blance  of  him,  derivation  from  him,  tendency  toward 
him,  and  complacency  in  him,  may  be  called  a  divine 
nature ;  f  ye  having,  as  an  introduction  to  it,  anti  aa 
a  part  and  evidence  of  it,  renounced  and  fled  away, 
with  vigour  and  abhorrence,  (»*»fV7™Tef)  from  ail  tne 
corrupt  principles  and  practices,  thatfpread  and  prevail 

among  the  men  of  this  world*  through  the  power  of 
their  depraved  inclinations,  and  inordinate  affections  to 
carnal  things* 

5,  And  for  this  reafon,  (**«  T,rr*)  or  in  confiderattoa 
of  what  yc  are  already  partakers  of,  ye  ought  to  ufe  the 
utmoft  care  and  diligence  for  a  progreflkm  in  every 
grace  and  duty ;  as  for  luftance,  in  humble  depend¬ 
ence  on  di vine  power  and  prdmifed  afliltances,  (ver.  3, 
4.)  add  to  your  precious  faith  a  noble  Chriftian-courage, 

Vol*  VL  f  G  ia 

NOTE. 


Whereby  'J/ayi)  s  plural,  and  refer* 

either  to  ffiory  mid  virtue,  mentioned  at 
me  ctofo  of  the  preceding  verfe,  or  to 
<‘od,  and  [efua  onr  Lord  at  the  rfofe  of 
vcr.  5 1  and  fo  may  be  rendered  either 
by  which*  nr  by  whom.  If  we  refer  it 
to  glory  and  virtue*  the  meaning  mar 

be,  that  tlirfc  proniilen  arc  i> i  i  ■#■  i  in  be- 
iiiivm  by  that  glorious  energy  or  excel- 
L’fit  yhh>ry,  and  efficacious  power  that 
a«tcr<(l  the  ^ofpei  :  Or  if  we  render  It, 
by  w Unity  and  refer  it  toGod  send  Jdni 
mir  Lord,  it  may  ha  i  mate  that  theic 
pj  mmfci  are  ^Weit  to  both  by  God 
ilic  Father  amt  Im  bon  Jefus  Chrift,  aa 
tiieproTnifo  of tbc  Spirit  vratf*  John  *iv, 
lb  26  nnd  xvi*  7.  and  Acts  L  4  Hut 
vrere  vre  to  follow  the  readityr  of  Stcph* 
jmist  and  one  or  two  others oi'iclVjiote, 
which  puts  it  in  the  f)i;£nlar  n timber 
i\h'  ^vj  it  may  refer  either  rn  Cod,  or  To 
Jefus  our  Lord,  as  the  aut^ccd-^nt  ineji- 


Ironed  vrr*  1,  the  treareft  nf  which  if 
Jcfuj  our  Lord,  whom  for  that  reafon  I 
take  to  be  intended  in  ver.  3*  according 
to  the  parftnlirarc  upon  it* 
f  Tti*  rTrvfri?  mtxr?  ($ua{  might 

bare  been  much  better  rendered  a  di¬ 
vine  nature,  the  exprelnnji  hi  the  Greek*  . 
being  without  the  zrtRlc,  molt  natural¬ 
ly  carries  this  feuie;  and  that  divine 
nature*  which  ivc  arc  fold  to  be  partak¬ 
er*  of,  h  not  by  a  participation  of  the 
divine  e lienee,  which  is  inconimntlicabl< 
to  any  creature ;  nor  Is  tt  by  a  pcrfonal 
union  with  the  divine  nature,  n  the  hu¬ 
man  myfiire  of  Ghriit  h;  but  it  is  by  a 
divine  Smprcfllon  of  Giul's  0«‘tt  holy  I- 
ina-^  upuu  us*  or  by  a  hnty  principle 
infitfcd  into  us,  which  introduces  acoa- 
trary  form  to  that  which  we  had  before 
by  the  ib.tt  id  iu  tbe  Mrtirtd 

vyi  fa jt* 


s* 
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6  ,  And  to 
knowledge  tern* 
penince;  and  to 
tempers nc*  pa* 
riertce;  and  to 
patience  godli- 
ncu; 


7  Amf  to  god- 
Iliief^  brotherly 

Wndntfs;  andto 
brotherly  knid- 

J**fj,  charity* 


8  Foriftheftf 

things  be  in  you, 
and  abound, 
they  ifrihc  jot 
that  jt  fiaJJ  nei¬ 
ther  if  barren, 
jTorunfrfmfuiin 

the  knowledge 
of  our  Lt,rd  Jrt- 
\\$  ChriiU 


0  frit  he  that 
laeketh  theJe 
things,  it  blind, 
And  cannot  Ice 
iar  off,  and  hath 
forgnUcn  that 
he  wu  purged 
from.  hit  old 


in  its  profcfTion  and  defence ;  and  to  your  Chriftian 
courage,  add  (till  further  advances  in  fpiritual  under- 
ftanding,  wifdoin  and  prudence. 

6*  And  to  this  fort  of  excellent  knowledge*  add  a 
due  regulation  and  government  of  your  paflions  andap* 
peutes,  with  a  wennednefs  of  heart  from  the  alluring 
obje£h  of  fldh  and  fenfe  j  and  to  the  moderation  of 
your  affections  to  earthly  tilings,  add  patience  under  all 
tribulations,  with  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirir,  and  an  in* 
tire  re  fig  nation  to  the  will  of  your  heavenly  Father* 
and  to  your  Chriftiaii  pj  tie  nee,  add  all  exereifes  of 
piety  and  devotions  in  a  holy  reverence  of  God*  ami 
confciencious  attention  to  every  ordinance  of  divine 
worlbip,  and  all  religious  duties,  according  to  his  word, 
from  a  principle  of  love  to  him,  in  obedience  to  his 
command,  and  for  his  glory, 

7-  And  to  your  religion  toward  God,  add  an  affec¬ 
tionate  love,  tendernefs,  Sympathy  and  companion, 
with  every  fuitablc  fruit  and  crprclfion  of  them,  toward 
your  teliow  Ghrillians,  as  brethren  in  the  Lord ;  and 
to  this  brotherly  kiuduefs,  and  an  univcrfal  benevo* 
Icnce  to  all  mankind*  as  partakers  of  the  fame  human 
nature  with  yourtelves,  endeavouring  to  promote  their 
temporal  and  fpiriuial  welfare,  whether  they  be  friends 
or  enemies :  {iiee  Gal-  vi,  lo,)  thefeare  things  of  great 
importance,  and-  will  turn  to  the  beft  account, 

8*  For  if  thefe  excellent  graces  be  found  in  you? and 
be  livdy  and  enlarged  in  their  exercile,  they  will 
make  you  thriving  Chriflians  ;  fo  that  ye  wilt  n  tut  her 
be  ffotnful  nor  inactive  (*f r**)  in  the  concents  of  your 
fouls,  and  in  the  duties  of  your  Chriltian  profdTion  $ 
nor  ufdefs  and  unprofitable,  and,  like  barren  trees,  def- 
titute  of  holy  fruits,  fuitable  to  the  nature  of  your  fidu¬ 
cial  knowledge  and  acknowledgement  of  Chrift,  as  our 
only  Lord  and  Saviour ;  which  will  make  you  vigo¬ 
rous,  diligent  and  abounding  in  every  good  word  and 
work,  relating  to  God,  yourfelves  and  others* 

9*  But  whatever  profefior^uf  Chriflanity  he  be  that 
is  deftiuue  of  the  foremenrioned  graces,  or  fo  remark* 
ably  deficient  in  them,  as  to  have  no  experience  ofthetf 
cxercite,  like  what  is  fenfihly  prefem  to  him,  (o  p*  «* 
f***)  }(ft  his  pretences  to  light  and  knowledge  be  ever  fi> 
great,  he  is  flili  in  fpirirual  darknefe,  like  a  blind  man, 
or  Jibe  one  who  winks  hard,  and  fbuis  his  eyes  again ff 
the  light ;  or  at  moff  {**;;**(;□*)  he  has  only  a  glimmer¬ 
ing,  confuted  and  fhort  fight,  which  cannot  difeover 
diftant  objects,  nor  pcnctme  into  the  beauty  and  glory 

of 


n 
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oWlerefore 
the  ratker*  bre¬ 
thren,  girt  dtli- 

genre  to  make 

youf  call  Inga  nd 

election  fnre : 

frrtf vc  do  theft 
■ 

things,  yc  ihalt 

jK-YCf  hit : 


1 


of  gofpel+tnitha,  or  of  Chrift  and  holinefs  $  nor  plainly 
difeern  the  reality  and  importance  of  future  thing?* 
which  are  as  far  out  of  his  view,  as  if  he  were  purblind* 
though  they  are  made  manifeft  in  the  word  of  God* 
and  in  the  light  of  faith  :  and  wfU  Toon  be  prefent  in 
all  the  mifery  or  happinefs  of  the  eternal  world:  and 
he  has  thrown  oft* a  fenfe  of  the  obligations,  end*  and 
defign  of  his  folemn  profe/fiou,  as  fignified  by  his  bap* 
tifm,  ofljeing  purified  from  the  fins  he  formerly  in¬ 
dulged  \  and  is  candefs  and  unconcerned  about  being 
cleanfed  by  the  blood  and  fpirtt  of  Chrift  from  the  ini¬ 
quities,  which  for  a  great  while*  even  from  his  birth, 
had  reigned  over  him,  (Ifa*  xlviiu  8.) 

10.  Coufidering  therefore  the  wide  difference  there 
is  between  real  and  nominal  Chriftians,  and  how  m^ny 
take  up  with  the  name,  without  the  thing,  let  it  excite 
you,  my  dear  brethren,  to  be  the  more  earneftly  care¬ 
ful,  in  the  ufe  of  all  means  of  grace,  to  obtain  a  fullaf- 
furance,  in  the'  h*:ht  of  the  fpirtt,  of  your  effeQual  cal¬ 
ling,  and  thereby  of  your  having  been  eternally  chofen  of 
God  to  falvarion  \  fince  your  election  cannot  be  known 
but  by  its  fruits  in  your  calling,  which  are  the  fir  ft  evi¬ 
dence  of  it,  *  and  from  which  it  may  certainly  be  con¬ 
cluded.  See  to  it  then,  that  this  be  a  firm  and  fettled 
point  with  you,  by  its  being  man ife fled  in  fuch  holy  ef¬ 
fects,  as  will  be  a  genuine  and  undoubted  proof  of  it : 
for  if  ye  live  in  the  exercife  of  the  graces  but  now  fpe- 
cified,  (ver*  5 — 7.)  whatever  trials,  flips  and  iiiftrnrmics 
may  attend  you,  ye  fhalt  never  Humble  fo  as  to  fall  off 
from  Chrift,  or  apofhttze  from  your  faith  in  him  and 
holy  profeffion  of  his  name  *,  nor  ever  foil  into  error 
or  (into  your  perdition,  or  fall  (hort  of  eternal  life. 

G  i  1 1.  For 


HO 

*  TTl&  fcriptvrv  (dually  f  peaks  of  e- 
tccti«n  and  calling  in  their  proper  ord* 
cranht  lirft  wa*  from  eternity,  and  the 
ocher  U  in  timet  one  tbs  ennf*  and  the 
oilier  xhr  fruit  or  effect, according  to  the 
iiu^nni  atNco  of  them  in  K*nt-  vri*  *9* 
■jSt  ]*  3—?.  and  3  1  lief*  u*  1,3*  1 4. 
But  here  the  apoIUc  Inverts  the  order, 
nud  puts  otir  calling  firjr,'  becaufe  hti 
immediate  dcfrrii  in  thUpafih^e  van  not 
fo  TTiUCli  to  dtfcoitvfe  ol  the  things  them- 
fc?\  ves,  as  of  our  knowledge  of  them,  and 
afttirsnce  concerning  nur  own  intereft 
in  them;  and  ibis  TtnowUd*^  cap  be  oh- 

tAincd  only  in  this  order,,  by  slfendin*; 

from  the  effect  to  th*  cuufr,  from  our 
calling  to  our  election;  and  proving 

tbli  by  that*  For  the  election  of  cue 


T  K.  . 

or  another  particular  per  fan  Is  an  intlre 
fccret  in  the  heart  ofGmt  till  it  breaks 
forth,  and  h  made  known  by  it*  rfcCtl- 
And  therefore  if  is  a  vain,  lrui fiefs,  uii- 
wantniable  and  prepoftcrcui  attempt* 
for  any  pcrfbns  r»>  puavde  tbemfrlvM  a- 
bout  their  own  dcdioiij  before  they  arc 
efediully  called,  or  have  evidence  la 
tbemfcl ves that  they  are  iii,  But  ifthtlr 
effeltual  cdEing  be  clearly  made  out* 
t  he  y  may  certainly  con  elude  from  thence 
th;it  they  v-'ere  elected;  fince  nil,  and 
jinuc  but  llic  elect  are  fo  called :  For 
otherwise  tlicji*  being  called  could  not 
be  n  furc  proof,  that  they  were  jUdcdr 
which  is  the  very  point  in  the  apoftlc** 
view* 


IOO 


Second 


Ch.  i. 


1 1  For  fo  an 
entrant  Aiull 
bemtnlftrcil  hd- 
to  yon  abun¬ 
dantly,  into 

the  evtrlaltin^ 

kinsdofn  of  our 
LojkI  anti  Sa¬ 
viour  JcCrs 

Chrlft. 


»1 

I  will  not  be 
nfrgiiE^nt'  put 

yon  always  in 
remembrance  of 
tWIV  tiling*, 
though 'ye  It  now 
thtm,  ard  he  e- 
ftablifhcd  in  the 

preient  truth. 


13  Yea,!  think 
ic  meet*  as  long 
a*  \  am  in  this 
tabernatkj  ■  to 
ftir  vou  u]>,  hy 
put  Ling  you  in 
remetu  trance; 


t4  Kao  wing 
that  flmvllv  f 
Tiuift  pur  ttfF/Ai; 
riy  tab^rnaflt, 

even  nsourl.ord 
J«fiw  Chrilt 
hatU  fee  wed 
me. 


ti.  For  while  in  this  way  and  manner  of  making; 
out  your  election  by  your  effectual  cal  ling,  ye  a AA 

to  your  faith  virtue ,  &c*  (ver,  S*)  yefhall 
not  only  get  fafe  to  heaven,  but  fhall  have  an  abundant 
encreafe  of  hope  and  joy  in  your  way  to  it;  and,  when 
.ye  come  to  die,  a  triumphant  entrance  that!  he  richly 
fupplied  and  added  to  you  <*<;CT1or**,'™T*0  into 

all  the  fublime  dignity,  affluence  and  delight  of  the  e- 
ternal  kingdom  of  our  great  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift,  which  he  ha®  purchafed  and  taken  poflefBon  of 
for  us,  who  are  inrerefted  in  him,  and.  whom  he  ivifl 
receive  to  himfelf  that  where  he  if,  there  w  may  he  a!* 
fa .  (John,  xiv,  3.) 

12-  Aft  thefe  arc  things  of  the  greateft  confequence, 
I  therefore  cannot  be  unconcerned  about  reminding- 
you  of  them,  and  prefling  them  upon  you,  once  and  a- 
gain,  in  order  to  your  being  fu  it  ably  affected  with  them, 
and  putting  them  into  praSice;  though  I  am  well  fatis- 
fied  that  ye  arc  already  acquainted  with  them,  and  con¬ 
firmed  in  a  belief  of  the  truth  of  the  gofpcl,  according 
to  the  prefent  difpenfation  of  it;  and  particularly  of 
the  truth,  which  I  am  now  recommending  to  you  a- 
bout  the  neceffityof  uhiverfal  holtnefs,  in  order  to  your 
joyful  entrance  into- the  everlafiing  kingdom  of  cur  Lard 
and  Saviour  JcJus  Chrift ,  and  which,  in  this  day  of  trial 
and  affliction,  eminently  calk  for  a  prefent  attention  to 

it. 

13.  Yea,  To  great  rs  its  importance,  and  fo  nearly 
are  ye  concerned  in  it,  that  I  coont  it  fit  and  proper, 
and  (<r«er*«),a  piece  of  juftice  to  truth  and  you,  as  long 
as  I  continue  in  the  body,  (which  is  like  a  moveable 
tent,  fet  up  for  a  little  time,  and  foon.tobe  taken  down 
again)  not  barely  to  inform  you  of  thefe  things,  which 
ye  may  have  little  or  no  need  of  ; 'but  eameftly  to  ex¬ 
cite  you  to  confider  and  praflife  them,  by  repeatedly 
reminding  you  of  them,  left  at  any  time,  through  the 
treachery  of  your  memories,  and  theheedleffnefsof  your 

fpirits,  ye  let  them  dip  and  make  no  proper  lift  of 
them* 

14*  This  1  am  the  more  defirous  to  do  while  oppor¬ 
tunity  tafbt,  as  being  well  allured,  that  the  earth lyhoufe 
of  this  tabernacle  will  quickly  bediffolved,  when  I  mull 
quit  my  abode  in  it,  even  as  our  dear  Lord  and  Savi- 
tmr  Jeftrs  Chrift  has  manifested  to  me,  that  the  time  is 
now  at  hand,  when  I  muft  Teal  my  testimony  to  him, 
according  to  his  former  intimation  about  the  manner 
of  death,  by  which  in  old  4go  1  Ibook)  glorify  God* 
(John  xxi*  iff,  ta) 

15*  And 
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15  Moreover 
I  will  endea¬ 
vour,  that  y*n 
may  be  able  af¬ 
ter  my.  dcceifci 
to  have  theft 
thiols  «lway*in 
rematabraoce, 


ifiForfreba^t 
hoc  followed 

eiutaiiiftjr  dcvU 
fed  ft hlt*»  vbm 

we  made  kuowa 
unto  yon  the 
power  and  com- 
jfl£  of  oar  Lord 
Jtfwi  Chnftfhot 
Were  eye-wit- 
ntifca  ofhlt  nu- 

jefty. 


17  For  lie  re¬ 
ceived  fromGod 
the  Father, hon¬ 
our  and  glory; 
when  therein  me 
fuch  a  voice  to 
hijn  from  rhe 
excellent  glory. 
This  is  my  be- 


in 


In  veil  ^Son, 

wIvmu  Jam  well 


p  ka  fed. 


I  y*  And  as  I  am  very  foiicmous  for  your  being  e- 
ftablilhed  in,  and  deeply  potUfTed  of  thefe  tntereftiDg 
truths*  nof'mtrely  during  my  continuance  in  the  body  ; 
Co  1  (hall  make  it  my  ftudy  and  labour,  for  the  little 
time  l  have  to  live*  to  inculcate  them  upon  you,  as  I 
hare  done  by  committing  them  to  writing  in  my  form¬ 
er  epiftle,  and  now  do  in  this,  that  yc  may  ever  retain 
a  lemcmbrance  and  lively  fen  ft  of  them*  after  I  am 
dead  and  gone  to  a  better  world,  by  a  departure  (»W») 
of  my  four  from  the  body,  and  from  all  the  fins  and 
for  rows  of  time,  to  a  perfectly  holy  and  bleflcd  eternity. 

1 6,  For  we,  the  apolHes  of  ChrUt,  who  publish  the 
gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God,  have  not  therein  devifed  To¬ 
phi  If  ical  and  idle  tales  of  our  own  heads,  like  the  tradi¬ 
tional  fabulous  fto ties  that  abound  among  Jews -and 
Gentiles  \  nor  have  we,  like  them,  propagated  rain 
conceits,  by  artful  and  cunning  methods,  of  deceiving* 
when  we  declared  unto  you  in  preaching,  as  I  alio  have 
done  in  writing,  (1  Eptit.  i.  13.  and  iv*  5*)  the  things 
that  relate  to  the  divine  authority,  power  and  glory, 
with  which  our  Lord  Jefus  Cbrtft  will  come  to  judge 
me  world  at  the  lad  day ;  but  feveral  of  us,  James  and 
John  together  with  myfejf,  were  prefem  at  his  transfi¬ 
guration  on  the  mount,  which  was  a  lively  emblem 
and  prefiguration  of  his. final  glorious  appearing;  and 
were  eye  witnefles  oflhe  ilfufirious  majeEly  and  gran¬ 
deur,  in  which  he  then  (hone,  like  bimfelf,  as  with  the 
meridian  brightnefs  of  the  fun;  and  was  emiueutly 

owned  of  his  heavenly  Father.  (See  the  note  on  Matth. 

* «  \ 

XVII.  2*J 

17*  For,  at  that  very  rime,  he  received  an  honour¬ 
able  and  glorious  tedimony  from  God  the  Father  him- 
felf,  which  put  the  higheft  dignity  upon  his  character, 
as  his  proper  Son  and  the  true  Mefliah,  when  an  au¬ 
dible  articulate  voice  was  directed  immediately  to  him 
from  the  Shechinah,  which  then  appeared  as  a  magni¬ 
ficent  fymbol  of  the  divine  prefence,  (See  the  notes  on 
Matth.  xviL  5.  and  Luke,  ix.26*)  and  from  which  God 
the  Father,  who  is  infinitely  glorious  in  himfclf,  and 
dwells  in  the  inaccefiible  light  and  glory  of  the  upper 
world,  diftinftiy  pronounced  thefe  words.  This  is  my 
fahved  Sont  in  ivbcm  I  am  1 utH  phafid^  that  is,  This 
jefus  is  by  way  of  eminence  my  moft  dearly  beloved 
eternal  Son,  in  whofe  perfon  and  office,  undertakings 
and  performances,  I  am  exceedingly  delighted,  as  1  al- 

fo  am  wirh  all  thole  that  are  found  in  him  bv  vital  u- 

* 

nion  with  him  ;  ant]  fo  cloathed  with  his  rightcoufnefs, 
and  waftied  from  their  (ins  in  his  blood. 

U 
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iS  And  this 
voice  which 
came  from  hei- 
nn  we 
when  wc  were 
with  him  in  die 
holy  too  nut* 


19  Ur«  have  ah 

fu  a  more  furc 
word  ofprophe- 
ty;  whcrctmto 
yc  do  well  Lliar 
ye  take  heed,  as 
unto  a  Hghtthat 
ililnetli  iii<iflark 
place!  until  the 
day  dawn,  and 
the  day  liar 
rife  in  your 
hearts  1 


18.  And  this  voice,  in  which  tbefe  remarkable 
words  were  uttered  immediately  by  the  God  of  htuven, 
from  the  cloud  of  glory  in  the  region  of  tbe  air,  all  cf 
us  then  prefent  difttncHy  heard  with  a  dear  undci- 
ftanding  of  its  import,  when  wc  attended  our  glorious 
Jicrd  at  the  very  time  of  his  transfiguration  on  Mount 
Tabor,  which  was  Ganftified  or  niade  relatively  holy, 
for  the  time  being,  by  the  divine  prefence  t  Mount 
Uoreh  was  when  the  Lord  appeared  to  Motes  in  the 
bitfh  that  burned,  and  was  not  confumed.  (ExtxL  iii* 

4*  jO 

19.  And  tafide  this  nrrdtation  to  our  btefled  Lord, 
which  may  well  be  cotifidcred  as  an  emblematical  and 
preemptive  notification  of  his  future  appearing  vitlj 
divine  power  and  majefty,  {ver*  1 6.)  *  We  have  a  Hill 
more  dirt  ft  proof  of  it,  as  it  may  be  more  aflumtly 
gathered  from  the  exprefs  declarations  even  of  rhe  Old 
Teftament,  {ver,  2c.  21.)  which  are  confirmed  in  the 
New,  {See  Pfi  xevi.  13.  Pan.  vii,  13-  14.  Matth*  xnh 
40 — 43,  and  xvi.  27,  and  xxv.  31 — 46.  and  xxtu  64. 
John  v*  28.  29,  Afts  i.  if.  and  xvii,  31.  2  Cor,  v*  ie- 
j  ThcfT.  u  10,  2  Thcjf,  1,  7 — 10,  2  Tim.  iv.  j*  and. 
1  Pet.  i,  9 — 13  )  unto  which  teftjmouy  of  mfpired 
prophecy,  relating  to  this  very  point,  ye  ought  care¬ 
fully  to  attend,  fo  as  to  be  guided  and  determined  by 
it,  as  a  light  that,  like  a  lamp  in  a  dark  place,  ihtmrs 

amidft 


*  z 


HOT 

*rt  ww  a  tnart  ft/rf  a/  frfl-  to  bt  hit  velMtflur/d  $or.,  But  to  af 

furc  na  that  he  nr  ill  ifidred 


w  ao1  be  urtdcrftond,  as 
the  M'erd  of  prophecy  were  {n  itfclF 
inure  certain  rha«  the  ^lonnrs  attvfts- 
jion  which  given  tty  Chrilt  from 
heaven  in  ihe  nud  hearing  of  the 
flipuuicsj  or  as  though  thi$t  as  far  as  it 
'Vent  aijd  was  rtpo:t«i  by  the  a  potties, 
™  not  to  be  a.< 'fully  credited  as  that. 
IjiiI  it  tfai  a  more  err  tain  and  mdhpiU- 
nbre  proof  of  GhriiVa  typaviv* 

Tvith  jWKvr  a nd$tc»t  ghr  f,  thar.  could  bt 
gathered  from  what  patted  in  ib*  mount, 
according  to  the  ingenious  atidjodici- 
oys  lenir,  id  which  Or  Sherlock,  now 
b:lhop  oi  Loudon,  has  taken  it.  In  his 
dilYnnrfc  on  prnphecyj  page  20 — 22. 
where  he  obferre?,  f<  that  the  power 
and  coming  of  puf  ford  Jefiw  Clirilt  is 
the  only  point  here  In  rpicftictfi :  und  fo 
U  JS,  ai  Though  the  .ijioltjc  fltmdrl  hiy,  it 
ic  a  great  prefuinption  that  Cfcrift  ihall 
tome  in  glory.'  f)Tar  have  already 
iceo  him  ^Jorified;  and  it  is  a  further 
evidence  m  his  pnwrr  to  deliver  his  frr- 

'Vault,  huce  God  has  openly  declared  him 


ft>  uie  11  is  pott  er,  vt  have  a  wrerr  fzrt 
■mer.V  fropbeef  *  !♦  e.  ire  have  the  very 
word  nf  Gndj  ;f|>rakinu  his  prophets} 

to  whom  all  futurity  is  krowr^to  adore 

us  of  the  certainty  of  this  future  event-  - 
Cut  Gh crat'd  Tuppofes  that  the  L'ompjr* 
atWc,  furer,  may  Tie  here  ofed  for  the 
pafitive  decree,  fin  e,  as  in  the  Greek  of 
Acts  Or  rathrr  he,  Uexa  and 

F  Heat  dr  take  the  con  pirativeio  be  pit: 
for  tUe  fuprrhtivc  degree,  as  in  the 
Greek  of  Aift*  jtxv.  10,  1  Or.  xill-  ij. 
and  xv.  j  9,  snd  fo  nn  t  omparifon  may  he 
h etc  designed,  hut  only  a  ftrtitw  after  li¬ 
on  of  the  certainty  or  firmneU  of  the 
prop  bcitc  tcftiifconr.  Ste  aifo  GlifRuA 
pHIftlrwia  ps«r  428.  where  ht 

gives  fuverrtl  othertnirfiiTCVS  of  the  com- 
pArative  Iic'mjj  pm  fir  the  ftipcrlatUc 
degree,  as  jiflri’i'uhrljin  Matth*  xi  it. 
xviTi.  '1.  ajid  xiil  >“■ 

Tome  rcKv  2  P<-i,  1  Ur  10  lUU  charted 
the  degreea  of  cojxipn rilbj*,  ^  ■ 


Ch.l 


The  Stamd  EpiflU 


*°3 


so  Knowing 
(fail  firft*  that 
no  prophecy  of 
tbe  fcriprareta 
of  a  riy  private 
interpretation. 


alForth^  pro¬ 
phecy  came  not 
in  old  Mine,  by 
the  will  ofmaa; 

but  hn]|  men  nf 
God  fpake  a/ 
t&ty  Vrr?  mow¬ 
ed  fay  the  holy 
0  holt 


a  mid  ft  the  darinefe  of  Jadaifm  and  Heathenifm,  md 
of  all  carnal  beam;  and  the  darknefs  comprehends  it 
Mf*  {John A*  5*)  It  ia  your  duty  and  intereft  to  ftddy9 
and  build  your  faith  upon  this  til)  the  day  of  drift’* 
glorious  appearing  ftiali  begin  to,  break  y  and  till  her 
the  Sun  rf  Right eoufnefs,  tbe  day  ft ar  from  on  high*  and 
the  bright  and  morning  *ftarf  (MaUch,  ir*  a-  Luke  i* 
78*  and  Rev*  xxii*  1 6.)  Hull  arife  in  full  luftre,  and 
(bed  fetch  a  trartfcendenc  light  in  your  fouls,  as  fhafl 
intirdy  difljpate  all  obfeurity,  or  doubt  about  what  was 
intimated  by  the  vifion  on  the  Mounts  and  is  fuither 
confirmed  by  the  fare  word  of  prophecy. 

20*  In  the  mean  while,  ye  may  confidently  depend 
upon  the  prophetic  testimony  to  Ohrid's  future  glori¬ 
ous  appearing,  as  being,  firft  of  all,  well  fatisfied,  thgt 
no  prophecy  contained  in  the  (acred  writings  "of  the 
Old  Teftumenc,  and  confirmed  by  the  New,  is  the 
product  of  any  man's  own  invention,  according  to  his 
private  fancy,  opinion,  or  judgement  about  it,  the 
meaning  of  which  the  antient  prophets  themfelves  of* 
ten  did  not  thoroughly  tinderftand*  (t  Pet*  i*  to*  ti.) 

at*  For  none  of  tnofc  prophecies  were  delivered, 
and  committed  to  writing  in  former  times,  by  the  con* 
timoce,  will  and  plcafure  of  the  prophets,  according 
to  what  they,  as  men,  thought  might  be  for  the  bell ; 
But  thofe  faefed  pemrfen,  whom  God  fanftified  for 
himfetf,  and  for  his  fereicc,  fpakc  and  wrote  only 
foch  things  therein,  as  were  fuggefted  to  them  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  whofe  immediate  di&ate  excited  them  to 
utter  the  ideas  which  he  railed  in  tbetr  minds,  and  to 
exprefs  them  in  words  that  ihould  convey  the  true  fenfe 
of  them,  according  to  the  further  explication,  which 
he  has  now  given  of  them  m  New  Telfament  tight* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

it  I  s  honour  enough  for  any  gofpebmimftcr  fo  be,  what  the  apofilcs  counted 
themfdves,  the  fervants  of  Jefua  Chpfl  ;  and  they,  who  are  truly  fiich,  can rot 
but  heartily  wi(h*  that  grace  and  peace,  tnclvfivc  of  every  bkfrug,  may  be  mol* 
ti plied  to  all  that  have  obtained  like  precious  faith  with  ihcmfrlves,  through  the 
infinite  merit  of  the  right  coufnefs  of  God  iheir  Saviour,  and  through  the  know* 
of  him*  who  has  t-ftcctinlly  called  them  by  the  golpri  to  a  glorious  inhe* 
riuncc,  and  tu  a  free  and  holy  proftflion  of  their  faith  and  hepf,  till  they  enter 
with  triumph  into  his  everhftmg  kingdom.  How  prtcions  are  the  proxmfWtt 
by  which  believers  arc  made  partakers  of  4  divine  nature,  in  a  htdy  conformity 
to  God,  and  departure  from  ak  the  wicked nefe  cf  this  world,  that  proceeds 
from  tbe  corruption  of  men's  own  hearts;  lint  O,  of  how  great  concern  ft  it,  to 
give  all  diligrncei  by  divine  afiiffcmcc,  tu  add  to  cur  faith  every  Ghriftian  grace 
and  lively  ex^rcifc  of  it !  This  will  makc&nd  prove  ks  to  be  active  believers, 
whofe, knowledge  of  onr  i^rd  and  Saviour  is  tint  a  KFekfe  notion,  but  will  pm* 
duce  fiibftancial  and  aftnrinp  evidences  of  our  effreiun)  calling;,  and  con  frequently 
of  pur  dtdiuu,  from  whence  \t  How? ;  and  will  be  tbe  medus  of  pTricrvmg  »« 

from 
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from  utter  a  policy  and  falling  ftmrt  of  heaven ,  But  he,  who  is  deftitute  of  all 
this*  is  ftill  wandering  in  the  dark,  and  has  Turgot  his  prpftfEon  i?f  being  pun- 
fitd  from  his  fiu-intr  fins*  What  need  therefore  have  gofpd-profrflbr*  of  bring 
often  |hi  tin  mi  ml  of  thefe  important  things,  though  they  already  kiuiw  them- 
And  what  care  (liquid  Limit -a  minifiring  fcrvaius  take  to  repeat  them  on  all  nc- 
cafioiib  that 'they  may  he  remembered  and  praAtfed  when  they  are  dead,  and 
gone  to  heaven  ;  especially  con6dering3  that  their  fouls  muft  Toon  depart  from 
their  todies,  which  arc  .the  frail  tahernaclcs  of  their  prefent  abode  !  And  with 
what  confidence  may  they  recommend  and  inculcate  fuch  things  as  are  found¬ 
ed  cn  the  te  It  i  irony  of  God  him  ft  If  by  his  apoOles  and  holy  prophets,  relating 
to  Lhrift,  whom  he  declared,  with  an  audible  voice  from  the  exalWra  glory  on 
the  mount,  to  be  his  beloved  Son,  in  who  pi  he  is  well  pleated j  and  relating  to 
the  divine  majefty  and  power  with  which  he  wiUgjorioufly  appear  at  his  com*eg 
to  judge  the  world  1  Theft;  are  not  cunningly  devifed  fables,  but  unqueUion- 
able  truths,  a*  contained  in  the  infallible  word  of  God,  which  was  wrote*  not 
according  to  the  private  will  and  fancy  of  men,  but  by  the  infprnitipn  of  bn 
Spirit ;  and  ought  to  be  attended  tQ  as  a  light,  which  he  has  ghrfn  to  guide  uf 
through  all  our  daikntf*  in  this  world,  till,  by  the  riling  uf  the  Sim  pf Ritfbte- 
ouliiela  upon  our  fouls,  we  arrive  at  the  unc'oucted  light  and  glory  of  the  world 
to  come*  O  may  the  bit-fled  author  of  the  hqly  feripturcs  lead  ijs  into  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  mind  and  will  iu  them,  and  make  us  wife  to  our  own  fahatioiri 


CHAP-  II- 

j 

The  Apojlle  cautions  believers  againjl  falfe  teacher $r  whom  he  deferibes 
by  their  pernicious  principles  and  vtfuencey  I — 3*  Shews  the  cer- 
faint  y  of  their  fuuijhmcnt^from  the  examples  of  the  fallen  angels  y 
of  the  old  worldy  and  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah ,  which  the. godly  fhall 
efcapey  as  Lot  did  out  of  Sodomy  4—9*  And  gives  a  black  account  at 
large  of  thefe  fcducersy  as  they  were  aggrayatedly  wicked  under 
high  pretences  to  liberty  and pvntyy  10 — 22, 

i  ■  ’  -  ^  r  4v 


Text. 


Paraphrase, 


B1I  T  th< 

were  h 
prophets  alfh 

even  ax  Uh 

(li  all  be  fa 

teachers  amp 

you,  who  pel 

,  Jy  flull  l>ri 
■  * 

in  damnable  1 
reliw,  even  i 
hying  the  Le 
jhat  ionj] 
them,  and  bri 
ppontJfenifch 
Twifi  deftruc 


j.  "OUT  U&  there  wpre  true  and  holy  prophets  of  the 
JL?  Lord,  who  (as  has  been  ohferved,  pfrap.  i*  2  *4 
wrorc  under  the  mfpiration  of  his  Spirit,  and  are  to  be 
attended  to,  fo  there  were  like  wife  fa  He  pretenders  to 
this  character,  who  rpfe  up  jn  former  times  pmong  the 
people  of  Jfrad  tp  feduoe  them,  and  were  to  be  guard¬ 
ed  againft  f  and  this  is  the  cafe  under  the  gofpehftatff 
accoidinp  to  the  predictions  of  pur  Lord  and  his  infpi- 
red  a  pottles,  (Matth*  xxiv.  11*  A£b  ix*.  30.  1  Cor, 
-xJ.  10,  and  1  Tim.  iv.  r.J  There  are  and  wUl  be  falfe 

/■  ■  ^  l  1  W  m  *  W  *  * 

teachers  riling  ujr  among  you  of  the  Jewilh  nation* 
whp,  under  Various  pretences*  will  covertly  and  craftily 
introduce  the  mod  pernicious  heretical  tenets*  which 
tend  to  the  eternal  deftruftion  of  thole  that  broach, and 

1  J  -■  l  -  T  ■  ■  -  H  '  l  i  X  ^  *.  ■  .  \  b  ■  -j  -  .  J  r  %  '  h  ■  I  A  ' 
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a  Apd  rainy 

If'olltfvtheu1 

pr^nicUfQM  ways 

by  rtafoa  of 
the  way 
of  truth  fliell 
be  evil  fpoken 
of. 


thofe  that  receive  them,  as  they  both  dodrinally  and 
praQicaMy,  renounce  the  wifdom,  authority,  grace 
and  hoUuefc  of  their  Lord  and  M  after,  as  difeoyered 
in  the  gofpebrardarioi)  of  him,  whom  they  boaftoi*  as 
fhc  God  that  redeemed  or  delivered  them  out  of  Egype 
with  3  mighty  hand  f>  tnd  hJb  through  a.  fucceffion  of 
inapiy  ages  fignaily  owned  as  bra  pro  felling  people,  and 
wrought  many  temporal  fa]  ratio  as  for;  and  fo,  by  act¬ 
ing  the  mod  ungrateful,  abominable  and  fclf-con- 
demning  part,  they  conftruftively  deny  him,  and  pull 
down  fpeedy  .and  utter  de[tru£Uon  upon  their  own  guil¬ 
ty  heads,  which  may  overtake  them  before  they  are  a- 
ware-  (t  The  IT  v.  3,) 

2 «  And  fuch  is  the  natural  depravity  of  mankind, 

and  rhe  enmity  of  their  carnal  hcairs  againft  God  and 
godHneft,  that  many  profeflure  of  ChriiVa  name^who 
haye  not  the  grace  of  God  in  truth,  will  he  Jcduced 
intQ  their  deli  ructions,  (axoyiwr)  and  follow  their  dc- 
teftajble  example  in  licentious  principles  and  pra£tices» 
on  account  of  which  the  truth  of  the  gofpd,  and  the 
way  of  holinels  and  bappinefs  according  to  it,  (A***t®  ) 

will  he  hUfphcmoufly  fpoken  of  by  its  ene¬ 
mies. 


3  And  through 

co  ntotifneft 
fViU  they  with 
feigned  words 

mage  mercbui- 
dite  of  you  t 
wb  off  judgment 

j\nw  of'  a  long 
tbn«  Hagreth 
iior,  and  their 
il^mimioadtnn' 
bmli  not. 


3*  And,  from  covetous  reaches  after  worldly  gain, 
thefe  feducers  will  pfe  abundance  of  deceitful  flatter¬ 
ing  fpeeches,  which  have  no  truth  or  fincerity  in  them, 
and  are  only  a  cover'  of  their  bafe  defigrs  to  make  a 
prey  of  ypu,  that  they  may  get  fome  fccular  advantage 
by  you,  as  merchants  do  by  their  traffic  ;  But  theirs  it 
a  dreadful  merchandife,  whofe  righteous  condemnati¬ 
on  has  been  of  old  determined  of  God,  (Jude  ver*  4* 
fee  the  note  there)  to  be  executed  for  their  flagrant  i- 
niquities,  in  due  feafon,  without  delay ;  and  whofe  c- 
vet  la  fling  dcftrudlion  hailens  apace,  and  will  certainly 

come 


t  The  I,^rJ  t&dt-faafH  thtm  may, 
with  »bt  great* ft  propriety*  be  her*  nu~ 

derftiwd  of  God,  as  the  providential  go¬ 
vernor  nod  deliverer  of  Ifwl  r  Fnrthe 
wnnl  tf)  here  render'd  the  Loyd, 

n  (q  <;«*]  wteu  fpoken  of  by  way 

pt  diftincLSon  Cr oin  our  Lord  Jefits  iu 
ihat  piuhlj  place  Jude  ver,  4-  and  is  fc* 
vcral  times  tiled  hi  other  parts  of  the 

New  Tc  fta  men  t  with  a  reference  Uttho 
Father  |  but,**)  far  a*  i  find,  never  to  the 
bon:  And  hie  having  bought  thera,fcem$ 

to  relate  to  the  temporal  deliverances  he 
had  wrougjit  for  Ifrael,  as  bit  profef- 
bug  people,  wkb  a  reference  to  Dent, 
xxxii,  6,  wherCi  fpeiLlting  of  them  aa  hb 
viiible  chnrch,  it  is  faid»  h  fist  be  tbj 
it  her  that  btt{  th*t  *  Andj  in  the 


T  E, 

pafTagc  before  ns*  there  U  no  Intimation 
of  the  dc<vtU  ofChrift*  or  of  redemption  by 
his  blond,  as  there  foully  is  when  re* 
dtMnptinn  by  price  is  imcndrd,<-~Or  if  it 
be  fup|»fcd  to  relate  to  the  purchafo 
which  f.hrft  made  of  thefe  po-fons,  that 
they  might  be  eternally  five d,  it  ranfl 
be  onderfbod  only  according  to  the 
judgement  ord^]'it),durin^  their  for¬ 
mer  credible  profefiton  of  his  name  :  Or 
bis  having  hmtfrht  them  may  only  figui- 
ly  hit  havit'j  purcliafcd  a  dominion  o* 
ver  them  in  inch  a  manner  as  may  belt 
ttnfwcr  the  ciuh  of  his  kingdom  which 
rules  over  ail;  he  being  Lord  of  the 
tpick  ami  the  dead,  goodapd  bad*  amt 
his  univerfal  Lordfhip  being  founded  uq 
Redemption  hy  his  blood. 
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4  ForJf  God 

fpard  not  the 
aageb  that  ftn- 
ucd*butca(trAfjn 
down  to  hell, 
»nd  delivered 

4haiflt 

of  darknefi,  to 
he  referred  rni- 
to  judgement ; 


5  And  (pared 
not  the  old 
World#  bat  far* 
cd  Noah  the 
eighth 

prearher  of 
right  to  n  fat  ft, 

bringing  In  the 
flood  upon  the 
world  of  the 
godly* 


come  upon  them  with  a  vengeance*  (Deut.  xxxii*  34. 
35.)  as  may  be  concluded  from  the  courfe  of  God's 
dealings  with  former  tnuifgre flbrs* 

4*  For  if  (as  we  well  know)  God  in  hia  awful  juf* 
tice  did  not  ihew  any  favour*  or  abate  the  ptmilhment 
due  to  that  higher  rank  of  originally  more  excellent 
creatures,  the  angels  themfdves,  who*  through  pride 
and  envy*  tranfgrcfied  the  law  which  God  had  given 
them  for  the  trial  of  their  obedience*- by  Twer  ring  from 
its  precepts  5  but  for  their  firftfin  burled  them  all 
down  with  righteous  indignation  from  their  bti&ful, 
honourable  and  holy  habitation  in  heaven,  (Jude  ver,  6,) 
into  fome  unknown  place  of  mifery,  which  is  called 
the  deep  and  tie  boitomUfi  fit  ;  (Luke  viii,  31*  and 
Rev,  ix*  1,  2  and  xi.  7,)  and  committed  them,  like 
condemned  criminals,  to  fife  cuftody,  as  though  bound 
with  the  ftrongeft  chains  in  a  dungeon  of  darknris, 
horror  and  dcfpair,  to  be  fecured  for  full  torment  a* 
gainft  the  general  judgement  of  the  great  day* 

5,  And  if  the  holy  God  had  do  pity  on  the  wicked 
generation  of  men  of  the  fame  common  nature  with 
oiirfelves  in  the  antediluvian  age  of  the  world,  thatdc* 
fpifed  and  disregarded  all  his  Totem  n  and  gracious  warn* 
ings  with  great  long*  fuller  ing  and  patience;  but  if, 
while  he  fayed  Noah  *,  who  was  the  eighth  at  the  head 
of  them  that  were  prefcrved  in  the  ark,  (t  Pet*  iii.  20*) 
and  was  hy  divine  com  million  a  faithful  preacher  of 
moral  rightcoufncfs,  repentance  and  reformation,  and 
of  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  by  faith,  of  which  he  him* 
felf  was  an  heir,  (Hob.  xi.  7.)  and  a  preacher  of  the 
righteous  judgements  of  God,  which  would  deft/oy  that 
impenitent,  unbelieving  and  difobtdiem  world  t  If  God, 
I  fay,  at  the  appointed  feafoii,  fw  all  owed  tip  the  whole 
of  that  perverfe  fetof  people  in  the  univerfal  deluge  of 
water  which  drowned  them,  one  and  all,  how  great  fi> 


ever  their  numbers  were  : 

6,  And  if  in  like  terrible  righteoufnefs,  and  executed 
by  a  contrary  element,  he  rained  fire  and  brimftone 
from  heaven  upon  Sodom  and  Gomomh,  together 

with  Admah  and  Zeboim,  (Gen*  xU,  24,  25*  and 

ihent  with  ;uj  o*  »»*•  a.!-)  to  the  utter  fubverfipn  of  thofe  cities, 

vcrrhrowj  ui +kr  reducing  them,  with  all  their  profligate  inhabitants,'  to 

alhcs 


6  Aod  torn* 

)*if  the  chics  of 
liod^in  and  Go* 
morrahbiTo  ally* 

cs.  con  (l*  timed 


NOTE*' 

*NosHwa«  the  tenth  from  Adames  ap-  their  wives,  together  with  hitnfelf*  for 

peftrs  by  fhe  gcneaiojty  in  Luke  in*  36  whole  fake  they  were  prefer Vcd  Gen*  v, 
—-38'  end  therefore  the  eighth  perfon  8  10  coir)pnj-ed  with  chap- vii*  7*  *And 
(rrjtn  the  eighth  from  hinu  bvt  therefore  the  apoJDe  portrriifari> 

the  eighth  of  them,  or  the  bend  of  the  mention  hitty  a*  the  eighth.  (SetilffttUt 
eight,  that  were  fared  In  the  ark,  which  note  on  I  Pet4  iii,  4c*) 

Were  bii  and  hi&  three  Tons  and 


Cfc.  n. 


Ybt  Sttmd-EpiflU- *.  parapbrafed. 


TCf 


J  HJ  $k&Jt  <fr* 

^mple  unto 
tfjus'c  chat  after 
liquid  livt 


?  ddirw- 

rtf  jail  Lot,  vex* 
til  wUb  the  fil’ 
thy  i-onwfiifi- 
on  of  the  *  wki- 

4  * 


8  (For  that 
ri]*lttcotu  wan 
J  vrelli  rtg  a  (Hong 
them,  in  feeing 

gnd  ieariag* 

vexed  hii  tijgn* 
tcaiu  fool  frjw 
day  to  day^-vitk 
tUi-tr  unlawful 
deed*) 

tj  Tbe  Lojd 
Xootretb  bav  to 
d<l‘tvrr  (Ke  god* 
1)  »Ot  of  Ktillp- 
i  tiinni,  and  to 

referee  the  uu- 
juft  unto  tkrday 
m  judgement  to 
ke  puniihrd ; 


joBiirehlef  y 
thrm  that  vilfe 

after  the  detain 


alhes  in  tbe  moft  dreadful  cataftrppbe,  (  tcnififit)  tff 
which  be. j  v/Uy .  condemned  them  for  their  abominabfa 
wicfceHnew;  anil  lb  fc t  them  forth  -as  an  example  of 
his  indignation  and  wrath,  as  a  type  or  pattern  (•» 
ir<7x»)  «  the  final  conflagration  and  eternal  fire  which 
lhail  confume  all  the  wicked  of  tbe  earth,  (Jade  ver.  7.) 
that  it  might  be  a  warning  to  all  rcfolutc  finhers  of  fuc- 
eeeding  ages,  who  pcrfiftin  their  iniquities,  and  caftott 
|f}i*  fear  i  and  might  (hew  them  what  they  mull  expefl; 
at  hU  hand : 

b 

7.  And  if,  in  the  mid  ft  of  all  the  flaming  deflation 
of  Sodom  and  Gomomb,  tbe  gracious  God  put  a  fpe- 
ciil  mark  of  kind  dill  motion  upon  his  righteous  fer- 
vaot  Lot,  whom  he  plucked  as  a  brand  out  of  Hie  fire  \ 
and  fo  (||>pv«mxt6)  with  a  fort  of  merciful  violence  refou* 
ed  him  from  it,  (Gen.  tix,  16.)  who  bad  been  fbfdy 
grieved,  fatigued  and  opprefled  in  his  own  pious  lout 
at  the  vile,  diflolute,  lafdvious,  obfeene  and  unnatural 
behavtonr  of  that  perverfe  and  wicked  people. 

6.  (For  this  bray,  juft  and  good  man,  who  dwelt  a* 
mong  them,  and  daily  faw  and  beard  what  (hocking 
crimes  were  openly  committed  in  the  coorfe  of  their 
flagitious  lives,  exceedingly  laid  them  to  heart,  and 
with  Hie  bittereft  anguilh  ((£»**«{<,}  even  tormented 
his  holy  foul  in  mournful  reflections  on  their  abomi¬ 
nably  filthy  and  unjuft  actions,  wbich.were  contrary  10 
all  the  laws  of  Gpd'and  nature.) 

9.  As  certainly  as  thefc  are  all  undoubted  lifts, 
we  may  frdm  thence  with  equal  certainty  conclude,  to 
the  joy  of  the  taints,  and  the  terror  of  the  wicked,  that, 
be  tbe  cor; option 3  of  the  age  ever  fo  great,  and  tbe 
-  (hares,  troubles  and  dangers  of  bis  people  ever  fo  many* 
the  great  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  whole  underftand- 
jng  is  infinite,  and  power  uncontroulablc,  and  whole 
kingdom  rules  over  all,  perfeftly  knows  at  what  time, 
in  what  manner,  and  by  what  means,  to  extricate  tbofe 
cut  pf  ail  their  trials  and  afilidions,  who  like  Noah 
and' Lot  are  religious  worfliippers  of  him  »  and  he  wilt 
afluredly  do  it  in  his  love  and  faitbfulnefo  to  them :  and 
he  equally  knows  how  to  hold  the  wicked  and  ungodly 
in  fafe  cuftody,  like  the  fallen  angels,  (ver.  4.)  under 
bis  fupreme'  dominion,  till  he  (ball  bring  them  forth, 
as  condemned  criminals,  in  the  day  of  the  final  judge¬ 
ment,  to  be  pnnifbed  according  to  tbe  iniquity  of  their 
hearts  and  lives. 

t  o.  Bur  efpecially  he  knows  how  to  referve,  and  will 

feverely  deal  with  thole  impious  foducers,  (ver.  t.) 

who,  iufwcrable  to  their  corrupt  principles,  live  accord- 
-  P‘  ■■■■*. 

mg 


10$ 


Ch*  ii« 


The  Stcond  EpifiU  of  Petti  p&r&phraftd , 


ih*  In  ft  of  nu* 
cJcanud*,  and 
ddpifc  govern- 
nwnti  PrefomjH 

toons  art  tbty$ 

they 

Are  not  afraid 
to  fpesk  evil  of 
diguitiet  • 


II  Whereas 
angela  vhich 
arc  greater  »u 

powers  i  id  might 

bring  not  rail¬ 
ing  accusation. 

againftihem  be- 

Ibn  the  Lord* 


rl  Bat  thefe, 
asnatoral  brute 
beaftt,  made  to 
be  taken  and 
dcftxnycd,  fpeak 

cvikifthc 

r  t  C  M 

that  they  mi’ 


ing  to  the  carnal  dictates  and  dc fires  of  theia  ienfual 
minds*  indulging  themfelves,  and  going  on  without  re* 
ftraim,  in  a  gratification  of  their  impure  and  lafrivioos 
inclinations,  and  SodomiticaJ  pra&ces ;  (Jude  ver.  78.) 
and  who  infolently  pour  contempt  upon  all  regular  go* 
v  eminent  and  authority  over  them,  that  would  put  a 
check  upon  their  vices  i  They  are  a  daring,  refractory, 
difobedient  and  headftrong  fort  of  people,  ever  feckiug 
to  pi eafe  themfelves,  and  have  no  law  to  govern  them 
but  their  own  will ;  nor  do  they  fcruple  or  fear  to  fpcak 
reproachfully,  not  only  of  the  apoftles  and  mtnifters  of 
Chrift  t>  but  of  civil  magiflrates  that  arc  advanced  to 
high  dignity,  and  worthy  of  honour,  as  they  are  fet 
over  them,  and  are  the  ordinance  of  God  to  regulate 
and  contronl  their  exorbitant  pafliens,  appetites  and 
manners. 

11.  They  herein  aft  a  very  contrary  part  to  the  holy 
angels  that  excel  in  frength ,  and  do  the  commandments 
of  God,  hearkening  to  the  voice  of  his  word,  (Pf.  Ctii. 
20. )  and  are  fuperior  in  dignity  and  might  to  thefe  tain 
boailcrs,  or  to  any  earthly  potentates ;  and  yet  they,  con* 
fidering  civil  magiftrates  as  the  ordinance  of  God  for 
good,  (fee  the  notes  on  Rom.  xiii.  1 — 4.)  have  fuch  a 
reverence  of  him,  and  are  fo  generous  and  benevo* 
lent  to  them,  as  not  to  revile  thetr  periods  and  govern* 
mem,  or  bring  a  llanderous  cenfure  upon  them  ( />*w* 

V««»)  in  the  pretence  of  God ;  Nay,  even  Michael 
the  archangel ,  •when  contending  with  the  Devil  him- 
felf,  ufed  no  opprobrious  hitter  language  againft  him, 
( Jude,  ver.  9.) 

12.  But  thefe  prefumptuous  defpifersof  government, 
(4cr.  10.)  inftead  of  imitating  the  good  angels  in  the 
decorum  of  their  conduft,  are  irrational,  furious  and 
brutifii  in  following  their  own  fenfual  inclinations,  tike 
beafts  of  prey  that  are  void  of  underflanding,  and  natu¬ 
rally  inclined  to  rapine,  and  deftrn£Hon,  and  are  mado 

to 


.  .  .  -HO 

t  Drf/i’JiBf  gtventment,  and  fpt*Hng 
tvti  j/ dlgx/tifj,  fcme  think  refers  \q 

the  vile  Notion*  that  the  NichoUiram, 

and  the  Gan  It  its  after  them*  vented  a* 
boat  anodic 4 1  power*,  and  that  the  a* 
pottle,  m  the  next  verfe,  refer*  to  the 
jfeed  igcls  apt  bringfng  a  raiTnsg  atca* 
fatiam  agimft  thcapoftatefpiHta,  which 
i  have  there  glanced  at,  by  pointing  to 
vb at  the  ap&ftte  fade  fays  (ver.  9.}  1- 

*4 1  bringing  d  •siiixg 
teevf  \&enag&inft  the  dsrvii ;  though  that 
farm  to  be  an  addition*!  thought,  and 


T  fc* 

not  the  f§me  with  oar  apoftlc’s;  and  it 
appear*  moft  natural  to  me  to  under- 
ihnd  hint  lit  "this  verfe,  aa  defer ibiag 
perfoin,  whoever  they  were,  thst  do 
fpifcd  ci^il  goYcmmeni,  and  fpokc  evil 
of  earthly  dignities;  in  oppofttion  to 
whichf  he,  in  the  next  verie,  adedget 
the'  contrary  conduit  of  the  good  aageU 
that  bring  tti>  rd/Ttxg  ngtanfl 

thtru,  with  whom  he  may  poffibly  m* 
dude  eccldiattical  ruler*.  {St*  the  U41Q 
on  J  ude  ver* 


Ch.  it. 


Tfo  Second 


der(U*d 
ind  (halli«ierlr 
pcriib  in  their 
oHrn  corrupti¬ 
on; 


13  ind  (ball 
receive  the  re' 
wnnl  ofunrijjti- 
woufn  els,  jw  they 
tbit  count  it 
pleifure  to  riot 
hi  the  day  time: 
fpots  they  art 
and  bJemiJhe*, 
/porting  them* 
felw  withtjuir 
own  deceiving^ 
white  they  fait 
with  yon; 


T4  FfnHw  eye» 
full  of  adultery, 
and  that  cannot 
ceafe  from  fin; 
beguiling  ini' 
(table  foois:  an 

heart  they  have 

excreted  with 
co  v'ctou»pra£tt- 
1  c  urfed  chii- 
drea ; 


i  s  Which  have 
forlaken  the 
right  wa/h  and 
are  gene  attmyv 

foUowinw  the 
way  of  Balaam 

the  f&n  of  Bofor, 
who  loved  the 
wages  ofunrigh- 
(coufnels ; 


to  be  taken  and  deftroyed  by  men,  for  whofe  ole  they 
were  originally  created :  Thefe  a  A  at  fuch  a  monftrous 
rate,  as  to  reproach  and  tail  againft  perfons  and  things* 
both  of  a  civil  and  religious  nature*  whofe  ufieand 
excellence  they  neither  know,  nor  approve  of  j  and  they 
Dull  be  utterly  deftroyed  for,  and  by  means  of,  the  in¬ 
dulged  Corruptions  of  their  own  minds  and  manners. . 

13.  And  they  (hall  reap  the  bitter  fruit  and  wages 
which  are  juitty  doe  to  all  their  complicated  wicked? 
nefs,  as  thme  that  glory  and  take  delight  in  voluptuous 
and  vicious,  courier,  which  they  impudently  ptirfus 
in  open  day-light,  in  Head  of  being  afhamed  of  them 
as  works  of  darkne/s,  which  people,  that  have  the  leaft 
grain  of  m oddly  left,  dare  venture  to  pra&ife  only  in 
the  night:  (i  Theff.  v.  7.}  They  arc  a  reproach  and 
fcandal  to  the  Cbriltiau  name,  gratifying  their-tuxu- 
riotts  inclinations  with  their  own  deceived  and  decei¬ 
ving  devices,  whereby  they  cunningly  infinuate  them- 
felves  into  your  favourable  opinion  of  them,  and  pleafe 
themfelves  with  their  having  cheated  and  tmpofed  upon 
you,  while,  under  pretences  of  love  and  friendfltip,  they 
focialiy  partake  in  ordinary  or  religious  feafts  with  you. 
(Judeyer.  12.  fee  the  note  there.) 

14,  Their  eyes  are  continually  and  infatiably  em¬ 
ployed  in  wanton  adulterous  glances,  to  difeover  their 
own  lewd  inclinations,  and  excite  the  like  in  others,  and 
to  find  out  proper  obje&s  for  inflaming  and  gratify¬ 
ing  the  vileit  afreftions ;  and  fo  propenfe  are  they  to  alt 
iniquity,  that  they  know  not  how  to  refrain  from  con¬ 
triving  to  commit  it,  or  endeavouring  to  draw  others  in¬ 
to  it;  and  fo,  by  their  inticemcnts  in  word  and  deed, 
they  enfnare  an  d  catch  poor  unguarded  fouls,  that  are 
not  eflablifhed  in  the  truth -and  holinefe  of  the  gofpel, 
nor  fortified  with  grace  agatnd  their  guileful  arts.  Their 
hearts  are  entirely  engaged  in  contrivances  how  to  com- 
pals  their  rnvrrnns  He  fires  after  the  riches,  honours, 
and  defiling  plcafures  of  this  world.  They  arc  children 
of  wrath,  devoted  to  dcftruftion  under  the  curfe  of 
God’s  righteous  and  half  law,  whole  vengeance  i*  rea¬ 
dy  to  be  executed  upon  them. 

15-  And  God  mayjultly  abandon  and  abhor  them, 
and  give  them  up  to  utter  ruin,  who  have  renounced 
the  only  true  way  of  falvation  by  Jcfua  Chrilt,  and  of 
walking  before  God  in  faith  and  holy  obedience,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his- mind  and  wilt ;  and  have  wandered  from 
the  path  of  truth  and  duty  into  the  ways  of  fin  and  error* 
that  lead  to  eternal  mifery,  as  they  trend  in  the  very 
fteps  of  that  infamoufly  wicked  prophet,  Balaam  the 

fim 


no 


Tht  Stand Bpijiu  j^Petei  parapbrafed  Ch.  it. 


1$  Sutw«j  re¬ 
buked  IW  hi*  Sr 
Dignity  t  tht 

dumb  aft  fpeat' 
With  men* 

voice,  forbade  he 
jnadoefi  of  cho 
prophet* 


jj  Tbcfe  are 
well*  without 
water,  clouds 
that  «r*  carried 
with  a  reropdfc, 
to  vh<»in  tilt 

nift  ofdflj'kneii 
it  rtfcrsed  for 
even 


iB  For  when 
they  fpeakRreat 
JV  citing  wris 

or  vanity,  they 
allure  through 
the  lifts  of  the 
flelh,  ■  through 


fonofBeor,  {Numb.  xxii.  5.)  which  in  the  Babylonian 
dialed  U  pronounced  Bofor ;  and  follow  his  dete  (table 
example,  who,  notwithftandtng  all  his  fair  pretences 
to  the  contrary,  hanker'd  after,  and  had  a  heart  in 
love  with  the  iniquitous  rewards  which  Bala  It  offered 
him,  that  he  might  unrighteoufly  curfe  God’s  Ifraet. 

1 6.  But  be  was  fevercly  reproved  for  his  Gir  in  going 
aboDt  to  tranfgrefs  the  poutive  command  of  the  Lard,  * 
and  that  by  a  brute  beaft,  the  aft  he  r<>de  upon,  which, 
though  naturally  a  dumb  creature,  was  iniractiloufly  e- 
nabled  to  fpeafc  with  an  articulate  voice  like  a  man  ; 
which  was  a  ffrong  indication  to  the  infatuated  prophet, 
that  he  ought  by  no  means  to  have  per  filled  inhiemad 
and  foolilh  attempt,  which  could  only  turn  to  his 
own  cohfuiion.  (Numb.  xxii.  ll — 32.) 

i}.  To  give  2  little  further  account  of  the  falfe 
teachers  lam  (peaking  of,  they  are  deceitful,  u  nibble, 
and  utterly  deftitute  of  all  that  is  good;  their  high 
pretences  to  knowledge  and  piety  are  like  wells  that  bid 
fair  for  the  relief  of  a  thirfty  traveller ;  but,  having  no 
water  in  them,  dtfappoint  his  hopes  t  And  as  clouds 
often  look  promifing  for  rain  to ■  refreih  the  earth,  bat 
are  foon  difperfed  by  trmpcftuous  winds,  and  produce 
noxious  vapours  tnftcad  of  any  good  effefts ;  fo  theft 
deceivers  pretend  to  make  their  proftlytes  wifetofal- 
vaciou,  but  are  carried  by  the  violence  of  their  corrup¬ 
tions  from  one  error  and  (in  to  another,  with  fuch  a 
malignant  influence,  that  neither  theynor  their  follow* 
era  ever  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  rhe 
pradice  of  holinefs  ;  and  tbc  thick  eft  cloud  of  horrible 
darknels,  mifery  and  defpair  is  kept  in  (lure,  by  the 
righteous  judgement  of  God,  for  theft  vile  'tnifereams 
to  be  their  dreadful  portion  for  ever. 

18.  For  when  they  otter  great  and  pompous  words 
with  an  air  of  fanflity,  and  of  making  lo me  wonder¬ 
ful  difeoveries,  they  are  all  a  nolle  about  nothing,  emp¬ 
ty  (bunds  that  vent  the  pride  and  vanity  of  their  own 
hearts  ;  and  are  thrown  out  as  a  bait  ro  entice  and  catch 

unwary  louls,  by  being  accommodated  to  the  feofuai 


M  O  T  t 

•  Though  Balaam  bad  once  andagain  ftipn  to  curfe  Ifrael;  and  he  certainly 
Aid,  tim  tt  t»*U  ieitni  tie  -word  weald  have  cwlkd  them,  lied  net  God 

•f  tie  Lari,  and  vy^AoftraEoni  to  re-  invincibly  ovet-rnled  hi*  n|ld,  Sad  re* 
ide  tiaiafc'i  offer; "yet  it  appears  from  {trained  hJcn  ft-om  it>  contrary  to  hi* 
the  whole  lit  (lory  of  him  in  Numbers,  own  iaclinathm  s  -And.  when  he 'mold 
(fee  chap.  laii.  xxiii.)  that  his  cove tou*  not  carry  hi*  point-  he  gave  fork  wirk- 
heart  was  is  fet  upon  the  offered  bribe,  ed  couDfel,  a*  was  the  mean*  of  draw- 
at  to  make  him  carneltly  dc {irons,  and  In,  JfraSl  into  a  -provoking  trdjnf,  a- 
exceeding  reftlsfs  in  at  tern  pcs,  to  got  a  ramfftbe  S^>rd,  whkfa  brought  a  drsad- 
dlfpenfation  of  God1,  exprefi  command  fat  plague  upon  them,  as  appears  from 
that  he  fhould  nut  go  with  Baiak't  psef-  Nuib*  Uri,  16,  and  Rev.  Li.  1 4- 


sir 


Cb.  if.  7i*  Strnid'Bpyite  uf  Pe  t  t  x  partfbrafed. 


ranch  wanton-  incKuatiaas  wf  depraved  nature,  and  to  the  lafcivious 
ncf*,  thofe  ibat  temper  .of  thole,  that  had  indeed  been  brought  off 

fed^ftom'thMa  f rom t be  ertwaof  Judaifm,  or  of  Heathenifm,  and  ia 
who  llrslnor-  their.: out vard  behaviour,4  fora  white  at  4eaft,  had 
™r;  fled  from  the  conversation  and  p radices  of  fueh  as  led 

.  Wicked-  lives  according  to  their  erroneous  principles, 
to  white  ifc«7  l9'  At  the  fame  time  that  they  flatter  their  follow- 
promitb dum-lt-  ers  with  promifes  of  alt  the  liberty  they  can  with  for, 
bcny.thtythern-  t0  indulge  their  licentious  pkafurcs,  without  fear  or 

r«r«i«i»fw-  danger,  they  are  themfelves  the  worft  of  (laves  to  the 
ruptioii;  for  of  corruptions  of  their  own  hearts,  which  will  iffue  in 
whom  »  man  i»  their  final  deftru&ion :  For  whatever  a  man  is  iutirely 
f«n”0mu*0*  'he  overmatched  and  conquered  by,  as  they  are  by  their 
broaghtiii boa-  ovn  lulls,  be  is  brought  into  an  abfolute  and  flaviQt 
dago.  .  fubjeQion  to  it,  like  a  captive  in  war  that  is  fallen  in¬ 

to  the  hands  of  a  victorious  enemy '»  and,  all  apcrfStea 
wilt  futciy  find  that  fucb  a  (brt  of  pretended  liberty  is 
the  vileft  fiavery. 

23  For  if  *f-  io.For  if  after  they  have  been  fo  far  externally  reform - 
ter  tkier  have  «,  cd  from  the  grofs  and  fcandalous  practices  of  the  men  of 
feaped  the  pal-  this  world  which  lies  in  wickednefs,  (i  John  v.  19  ) 

wwld*  throagb  as  to  have  fled  from  thofc  defilements  in  life,  though 
th*  knowledge  notin  heart  +,  through*  he  convictions  and  reftraints 
f>fth«  Lowl  aod  (hat  they  were  brought  under  by  the  notions  they  had 

received  of  Jefns  Chrift,  as  a  fovereign  and  a  faviour, 

■  agoitt*nta^ed  to 'deliver  them  from  fin  and  the  wrath  to  come;  if, 
therein  and  o<  after  all  this,  they  arc  again  en  fnared  and  involved  in 

vercome ;  the 
htter  cad  is 
w nr fc with  them 

than  the  begin-  vants  to  obey  them  ;  their  cafe  is  more  aggravatediy 
14111  S'  guilty,  dangerous  and.hopdds,  than  it  was  before  they 

knew  any  thing  of  Chrilt  and  the  gofptt *t  and  efpecK 
ally  than  it  was,  when  they  fir  ft  had  feme  conceptions 
of  diem. 

21*  For 


thofe  iniquities,  and*  like  perfons  thoroughly  conquer* 
ed  and  goremed  by  them,  yield  themfelves  up  as  fer- 


NOTES- 


Sonte'good  copfcj  in  ft  rad  of  clean 

or^ruly  (wJafi  read  a  little  or  a  little 
While;  (»ifp«T}  ethers,  almoft; 

■  ort  the  Etliiopic,  a  few,  Vid* 

Mill-  in  lot.  But  which  ever  reading 
foUrjWj  It  f cem*  to  relate  only  to  a 
change  n Faau u os,  and  no  external  re* 

foriMtion,  (S«  the  note  on  ver,  JO,) 
f  Ef taped  tb*  pollution*  of  the  vorld 
through  tit  kno'wlt'tft  Cbrifi*  and 
than  fftxptd  from  tbtm  five  in  er~ 
car,  (ver.  IS  fee  the  note  there)  are  the 
tlroiigeft  exprrtitons  of  jnod  that  are  u- 
fed  iu  the  description  ot  thefr  apnftates , 
and  vet  neither thetej  iitr  :i  ny. ether,  im- 
tf°rr  that  they  ev.er  wer*  rtaify  parUk* 


era  nffpeclal  fa  Ting  grace :  For  perfons 
(like  the  Jtcmy  and  thorny  ground  hear- 
ers,  Matrh.  xiil  23— and  like  Herod, " 
Mark  vr.  aaj  may  be  fo  impreiTrd  by 
nitre  notion* of  Chrift  ant)  the  gofpel,  as 
to  be  re  (trained  f;om  grofs  fins,  and 
brought  to  o  credible  prole  (Eon  of  obc* 
ditnic,  for  a  white,  to  the  divine  com¬ 
mand*,  and  nut  ba  thoixmgbly  turned  in 
heart  to  God,  as  it  U  apparent  theie  a* 
poftate*  were  iu>t,  by  dieir  bring  rtpre- 
i  Voted  ftill  the  fume  hi  their  natural 
dilpolltion,  as  the  dog  h,  tfut  rttuiiu  t<* 
his  own  vomit,  and  the  fbw  to  lier  wal- 
luwing  in  the  mire,  yer,  %%*  (fee  the  pa* 
raphe*  (V  there  ) 


Ill 
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a  r  For  k  had 
been  better  for 
them  nottoltavc 
known  the  way 
ofr  igh  icon  fnc  fo* 
tho-ii  after  they 
Imre  known  ft, 
totnrnfromthc 
hnly  command¬ 
ment  delivered 

unto  them. 

22  But  it  It 
happened  unto 
them  according 
to  the  true  pnr 
Terbj  The  Hog 
is  turned  to  his 
own  vomit  a* 
gain;  and.  The- 
tow  that  was 
wallied,  to  her 
va]  lo  win  vi  uthe 

mire- 


21*  For  their  fin  and  punishment  would  really  hare 
been  left*  had  they  never  heard*  or  received  any  noti¬ 
on  of  Chrift  and  the  way  of  holtnrfa,  and  of  rights- 
oufnefs,  through  him  to  eternal  life,  than,*  aftdir  they 
have  been  acquainted  with  it,  to  revolt  and  apnftatize 
from  the  pure -and  holy  do£trine,  which  had  been 
preached  to  them  with  divine  authority  to  bind  it  upon 
their  confidences*  (See  Matth,  ±i*  20—24.  and  jobir 
ix*  41*  and  xv,  22,) 

22*  But  it  has  fallen  out  with  them  according  to  two 
ancient  proverbs,  one  of  which  ia  recorded  in  the  di¬ 
vinely  true  word  of  God,  (Prov.  xxvi.  u,)  and.hoth 
are  remarkably  verified  in  thefe  a  po  dates ;  they,  under 
the  power  of  convi&ion  by  the  light  of  theggfpclj  eafed 
their  burdened  conferences  by  catting  off  Tome  vicious 
practices  which  they  had  been  addified  to :  but  their 
nature  not  being  changed  by  renewing  grace,  and  their 
inmott  temper  being  1U31  the  fiinoe  as  ever,  when  tbeir 
pangs  wore  off,  they  betook  themfelves  again  to  their 
former  filthy  courfes  with  as  much  eagemds  as  before ; 
and  fb  they  are  like  a  dog  that  had  catt  up  what  was 
offenfive  to  his  ftoraach ;  but,  continuing  a  dog  ilill, 
and  a&ing  fui table  to  his  own  nature  as  fucb,  he  licks 
up  hifrown  vomit  again  :  and,  under  all  tbeir  external 
reformations,  they  are  like  a  fow  that  was  waftiqd  front 
the  filth  (he  had  contra&ed  by  walloping  in  mud  and 
din;  but,  being  a  fow  flill,  returns  according  to  her 
own  fwinifh  temper,  to  rolling  herfclf  about  in  the  mire 

again. 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

How  perriCTnDS  and  deteftable  are  heretical  teachers*  wbofe  corrupt  prftscf- 
pk$  and  practices  are  fubvtrfive  of  the  gofpd,  even  to  conftru  lively  denying' 
that  Goily  who  they  own  has  wrought  wonderful  deliverances  to  them  in  his 
providence  for  them,  as  his  profrttmg  people  I  They  put  on  fperious  appear¬ 
ances  of wifdom  and  piety  to  entice,  enfnare,  defile,  and  ruin  unftable  fouls: 
But  with  all  their  high  (welling  words  of  vanity,  they  are  void  of  aH  good,  JiEer 
wells  and  clouds  without  water  ;  and  walk  after  the  flefti.  They  cany  on  tber 

vikft-deligns  of  covetoufnefo,  pride,  luxury,  and  all  manner  of  oiu'kfmnefB,  and 

area  reproach  to  the  Christian  name,  and  all  religious  fociety.  They  prefump^ 
tuoufiy  defpife  the  beft  of  things,  which  they  know  nothing  of,  but  which 
ft  a  i'd  in  w>poftli(>n  to  their  carnal  views;  and  under  vain  boafts  and  deceit  ft)  ( 
pmmifesto  others  of  a  liberty,  which  is  downright  dicentioufhefs^  they  are 
themiUves  the  worft  of  (laves,  under  every  tyrannizing  hift,  to  their  own  per¬ 
dition,  and  the  perdition  of  tbofe  that  apostatize  from-  Qhrift  and  the  gofprl, 
through  their  influence  How  (booking  are  thefe  thoughts  !  But  we  need  not 
be  Rumbled  at  them,  fatee  wc  are  forewarned  that  fuch  feducen  would  arid:  in 
the  church,  and  draw  away  many  into  tbeir  mifehievous  errors  and  fins*  *But» 
ah,  how  dreadful  is  the  condemnation  of  thofe  who  preach  and  propagate,  and 
of  thole  who  are  perverted  by  heretics  that  tend  to,  and.  will  iffbc  in  eternal  de^ 
flru&ioa  1  They  have  torfaken  the  only  true  way  to  denial  life  ;  audthe  truth:; 
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nf  the  gnfpel  ia  defamed  by  them*  sad  by  others  6n  their  account.  They  are 
under  the  curfe  of  God,' and  liable,  without  repentance,  to  feverer  rebukes 
trnn  h;  gaye  to  JkliAcp  for  hi*  iniquity,  by  miracuhm[Ty  opening  the  mouth  of 
Un;  af^  he  rade  upon.  Judgement  i?  already  palled  upon  them  in  the  parpole 
and  word  of  G>a  ;  dTid'thctr  dahcinitioR  haftens  a -pier*  till  it  cottk  with  fury 
upon  th&m,  as  it  did  upon  the  fallen  angels,  and  the  finnera  in  the  old  world  in 
t«icdayiU)f  Noah  thal  eminent  preacher  of  righteoufnefe,  and  upon  the  profli¬ 
gate  cities  of  $odom  and  Gomorrah*  They  are  held,  a*  it  were  in  adamantine 
chaios,  tobeptmiftted  at  tbc  great  day,  iBut  the  righteous,  who  ar£  grieved 
at  the  tfanfgrefHon's  of  the  meted,  lb  all  be  as  eftcftmliy  delivered,  in  God’a 
wav  and  time,  from  all  evil,  as  Noah  was  from  the  deluge,  and  Lot  from  the 
conflagration  of-  tfcbfe  infamous  cities,  Alas  !  How  heavy  will  the  deltrudlion 
t:f  the  deceivers  and  deceived  be !  They  lhall  utterly  perifn  for,  and  in  their  own 
corruption,  and  receive  the  reward  of  all  their  n  n  right  eon  feeft,  in  which 

they  rioted  an  i  delighted,  with  open  impudentfe;  and  the  moll  hideous  dark- 
r*cfi  of  horror  and  difpair  is  laid  up  in  ftnrc  for  their  end  Jets  mifery.  Ah  l 
How^aggravated  is  ttteirguilt ;  and  how  proporriemab’e  muft  be  their  puniih- 
nrat;  tffco  have  been  externally  reformed  through  convictions  by  gofpd-lightj 
Kut,  taking  up  fhort  of  a  work  of  heart  changing  grace,  and  remairjiirg  ftrlTflie 
ftmc  as  ever,  m  their  Corrupt  temper,  mum  with  eagernetsto  the  vices  which 
they  had  formerly  Indulged,  but  which  pangs  of  corifcic’nce  forced  them,  for  a 
while,  to  give  up ;  and  ic  are  like  the  dog  that  lick*  up  the  vomit,  which  he  dif* 
charged  while  It  offended  his  ftomach  *  andlike  the  few  that  was  wafhed,  nod 
returns  with  p  tea  Cure  to  wallowing  in  the  mire  ?  G  how  much  better  would  it 
have  been  for  fuch  people  to  have  never  known  the  way  of  rig  hte:m  fuels,  than 
in  this  manner  to  abrtfethetr  knowledge  of  it  1  Their  condition,  after  a’),U  inex- 
preflihly  mufc  miferabte  and  hopdefsthnn  ever  it  vm  before;  while  the  Lord 
knows'  howto  deliver  the  godly  out  of  temptation. 


i 


c  Map,  iil 


Tbs  ApofUe  ds c  forts  the  dcfign  of  this  tpiftU  to  he  the  ft  vie  "Jsith  that 
of  the  forme  r,  to  remind  tlsrm  of  Chrifi's  final  coining  to  judgement* 
I,  a.  'Gbferves  that  [coffers  at  ChrijVsfccond  coming  were  to  he  ex* 
pe&rd  under  the  goffelffate^  3, 4*  Confutes  their  vain  awl  ufulting 
objections  again fi  /V,  dnd  fbews  that  he  wilt  certainty  appear  at  un* 
awares-t  when  the  prefent  frame  of  nature  will  be  difJued  by  fire* 
$  —  to,-  And  Infers  from  thence^  and  from  the  new  flute  of  things 
that  will  then  he  introduced^  the  necejjity  of  holhicjSy  patience  and 
Jledfnjlnefs  in  the futhy  it  —  1 3, 


T  t  x  T, 


Paraphrase* 


Ttfia  fccond 

cptillfi  h«- 
hivert,  t  time 

write  #.to you  \ 
in  &vtb  whitli  E 
flirup  your  pure 
tuimls  by  w.iy  of 
remembrance  : 


■ 

t :  -  |  'HE  principal  defign  of  this  fecond  cpifUe*  which 
L  1  now  write  to  vou*  my  dear  brethren  in  the 
J.nrda  ^cloved  of  him  and  me  for  his  fake,  is  much  the 
fame  with  that  of  the  former  j  jn  both  which  I  would 
excite  the  attention  and  caution  of  fincere  fouls  among 
yon,  that  arc  not  vrt  corrupted  in  the  faith,  but  need 

Vo  Li  VI.  +  H  to 


1 1 4' 


1  That  TCTnay 
b t  mindfuj  *frhc 
w«nl*  which 
frcre  fpoltcn  be* 
fore  t>jr  tbc  ho* 
ly  [ii(Tphtr.if flOtl 

oKthevofninitifri* 
ment  of  n«  the 

atmltlcft  of  the 

Jjord  a  Ad  Sari* 

dur  s 


^KntvartngthiJ 
firft,  that  there 

ihaHcnjneinthe 
laii  diiyt  fcof- 
ftr«i  waiting  at* 
tdr  their  owtf 
lulls. 


4  facing* 
Mlicre  i*  the 

pronnfe  nf  hit 

coming?  furfince 
the  fadicrs  fell 
aflceji,al]  things 
cwruinjeat^frfT 
t wer*  from  the 

beginning  of  the 
creation. 


t 
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to  be  armed  againft  falfc  teachers,  by  reminding  and 
foleir.nl  y  warning  fuch  of  you,  again  and  again,  {chap, 
i.  13.)  of  their  destructive  fc hemes  and  attempts  to  o- 
verthrow  your  faith  and  hope,  holinefs  and  joy. 

2. 1  am  earncflly  d citrous  that  ye  may  bear  In  mind, 
and  ferioufly  refleuupon  the  predt&ions  and  do£hines, 
which  were  delivered  io  former  times  by  hoiy  men  of 
God ,  1 oho  fpake  at  they  were  motied.hy  the  Hoiy  Gbqft\ 
(chap.  i«  2i.)  and  were  mote  lately  confirmed  by  the 
commandment,  which  we,  the  infpired  apofties  or  our 
Lord  Jefus,  the  King  and  Saviour  of  the  church,  have 
received  from  him,  and  delivered  ifiword  and  writing 
to  yon,  as  about  other  things,  fo  particularly  about  his 

fccond  coming  to  judgement,  (chap.  i.  1 6- j  that  ye  may 
be  fortified  egainft  the  pernicious  influence  of  fee  ret  and 
open  reducers,  and  not  be  (tumbled  at  them. 

3.  Efpecially  iince  ye  have  been  forwarned,  and  may 
well  know,  (Jude  ver.  17.  18.)  that'  in  this  laft  age  of 
God's  difpen&tions  toward  the  church,  there  .would  a* 
life  among  them-  profane  defpifers  and  deriders  of  the 
moil  important  points  of  divine  revelation  1  ntri),  who 
in  the  courfe  of  their  lives  give  themfrlves  up  to,  and 
follow  their  own  carnal  devices  and  corrupt  inclinations, 
pafiions  and  appetites. 

4.  And,  under  the  power  of  infidelity,  they  are 

continually  faying  in  a  vtay  of  fan  tit,  jeer,  and  in  Cult, 
like  thofe  ancient  fanners,  Let  him  make  fpeed  and 
hafien  hit  wsrl,  that  -we  may  fee  it (Ifa.  v.  19.}  What 
is  become  of  the  promifc  of  your  Lord’s  appearing  as 
judge  of  the  world,  (ver.  7.)  to  put  aft  end  to  the  pre- 
fem  f. ame  of  nature;  and  to  take  vengeance  on  bis  <- 
nemies,  and  deliver  hts  followers  out  of  alt  their  trou¬ 
bles,  which  ye  Chriftians  fo  confident!?  talk  of,  and 
cxpe&  on  the  foot  of  divine  predictions  ?  Where  is  there 
any  fign  of  this  i  2)o  not  ye  plainly  foe  that  it  is  all 
fancy  and  dclufion,  and  .that  there  is  rothfftg  in  it  I 
For  ever  Iince  the  days  of  our  fathers,  who,,  ye  far,  bad 
the  proftiife  of  it,  and  foretold  it,  but  who  are  long  ago 
desd  and  gone,  or,  as  ye  'cpfl  it,  are  fallen  afleep  to  a- 
waiie  again  at  the  general  rcfurre£lion,  all  things  in 
the  whole  Coorfe  of  nature  continue,  without '  any  re¬ 
markable  alteration,  juft  the  fame  as  they  Were,  even 
from  the  beginning  of  die ‘world  to  this  vert  day.  Thus 

thefe  mockers  vainly  argue  that,  byeaufe  Cbrjft  Is  no: 
yet  come  to  judgement,  he  never  wilt;  But $11  this 
reafoning  and  ridicule  is  entirely  gronmHefo  tad  mere 
trifling ;  it  proceeds  only  from  the  blindftefs  and  per- 
verfenri*  of  their  own  corrupt  hearts  and  minds. 

'  y.For 


1 


Cb.  in. 
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5  For  this 
tlu*y  willingly 
are  i^nnnint  of, 
that  tjytkeirmil 
of  Gad  rbe  be*- 

v«n\V«K  dfoUi 
and  the  cirth 
landing  oat  of 
the  water,  and 
hi  tke  Watfr. 


tiWherebythe 

Vorld  that  then 
wai,  being  over- 
Huw«l  with  iva* 
ter,  fttri  tiled' 


7  lint  the  hea¬ 
vens  and  the 
earth'rhirhar^ 
jiov,  bytbrfame 
word  ate  kept 
in  flare,  refere¬ 
ed  imto  firt,  a- 
gat  nit  the  day 
of  judgment, 
and  perdition  uf 
ungodly  men* 


.UJ 

i 

5*  Epr  tfrpy  wilftilly  (hut  their  eyes  againft  theferip* 
ture- account  of  the  great  things,  that  God  has  done  in 
his  owtK.  time,  which*  might  misty  them,  that  as  all 
things  are  pofflble  to  him;  To  no  argument  can  be 
drawn  agaittft  his  never  doing  what  he  has  not  yet  £een 
fit  to  do;  They  will  not  ferioyfly  con  Oder,  as  they 
ought,  that,  after  an  immenfe  duration  from  all  eter¬ 
nity  had  run  out,  he  by  a  fovereign  almighty  command, 
faying.  Let  it  be  foy  and  it  vms  fo%  created,  above  four 
iboufaod  years  ago,  the  aereal  heavens,  (fee  the  note 
on  ver.  7*)  with  all  the  waters  in  the  firmament ;  and 
the  earth,  cdnlifting  of  land  and  fest,  railing  the  dry 
land  above  the  furface  of  the  fea‘,  to  which  he  fet 
bounds*  (Gen.  i.  6-*-ro.  and  Pf.  civ*  9*)  and  placing 
feme  pm  o t  the  earth  under  the  waters,  and  encom* 
pulfing  and  moiftenlng  the  reft  with  them,tharthe 
dry  land  might  not  crumble,  to  pieces*  - 

6,  By  means  of  which  waters  from  the  heavens  a* 
hove  and  the  great  deep  below,  the  old  world,  after  it 
had  continued  in  the  fahne  ftate  about  fixtetn  hundred 
and  fifty*fiic  .yeafs,  was  overflowed;  and  all  mankind, 
except  eight  perfons*  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  it.  y.)  were 

utterly  deft  toyed  by  the  univerfal  deluge;  (Gen*  vji* 
i  e— *23.)  So  that  there  is  no  room  to  pretend,  that  all 
things  continue  as  they  were  from  the  beginning  of  the 
creation;  or  that  any  length  of  forbearance  can  pre~ 
vent  an  accompiifhment  of  the  prophecies- of  Chriit’s 
coming  to  judge  the  world  at  the  la  ft  day;  which  will 
bring  a  more  terrible  definition  upon  the  wicked  than 
was  fullered  by  Noah's  flood,  after  it  had  been  foretold 
an  hundred  and  twenty  years*  (Gen*  vi.  3,) 

7*  But  the  aerial  heavens  *  and  this  earth,  as  fub- 
lifting  in  their  prefent  form,  are  kept  in  their  courfes  as 
fee  u  re  as  a  treafure,  (i-t®^*  *71*^0*  iw  )  according  to 
Cod's  pro  mi  fe,  (Gcn.viiu  22.}  by  the  fame  powerful 
and  effective  word  of  command,  which  at  fifft  created, 
and  afterwards  brought  definition  upon  them;  iJuc 
they  are  To  far  from  being  deflgned  to  abide  for  ever, 
that  they  are  only  referred  for  the  appointed  feafcn  of 

H  2  their 


O  T  E. 

*  By  the  heavens,  ns  I  take  !r,  it  ftate  of  which  underwent  a  £reat  alfr-. 
meant  litre,  and  in  ver,  che  acrcal  ration  by  the  flood ;  ami  as  the  water* 
heaven,  the  plural  hein*  pm,  by  an  a*  of  the  hvnveni  and  the  earth  n 

nnlopy  of  number,  for the  fin£tilar,  at  preparation  of  materials  for  the  nuiver- 
\t  fr«i|pently  is  in  other  pi  aces  >  (fee  the  fat  delude,  fo  are  the  fiery  cowers  in.  the 
note  on  Matrh.  xxi.  7  )  for  the  heavens  rtir,  and  Uibterranenm  tires  in  the  earth 
TLtid  the  earth  are  here  f|wkea  of  ip  op-  lor  ike  univerfal  conUagrcttrop  of  the 
fm  jit  ion  to  thnfe  of  the  old  world,  which  world,  which  will  not  !w  till  the  day 
mean  nothing  more  than  the  oi  jyJjjtuient.  See  Ur  Whitby  note, 
earth  and  its  former  atmorphere,  the 
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3  Rut*  beloved 
be  not  ignorant 
oftbii  (Uitvhinjr, 
'J'hiit  one  day  // 
with  the  Lord 
'«$  a  thoufond 
years,  and  a 
Thrmf&nd  years 
As  one  day* 


their  final  di  Ablution,  which  will  be,  not  by  water!  as 
before*  (Gen.  ix.  9—1  k)  but  by  an  unirerfal  confla¬ 
gration,  that  will  fet  them  all  on  fire,  and  con  fume 
them  at  the  general  judgement  of  the  great  day ;  which 
wil!  certainly  be  the  molt  dreadful  that  ever  was  known 
to  all  impious  fo offers  at  if,  and  to  all  that  fear  not 
God!  and  defpife  the  only  Saviour,  who  are  referred 

lor  tie  ft  r  nation  again  ft  that  awful  day. 

8.  But,  though  ungodly  me 9  raife  ohjeftiorjs  again (t 
the  promife  of  ChrifTs  coming  to  judgement,  as  if  it 
never  would  he  fulfilled,  becanfc  fo  long  a  time  is  al¬ 
ready  paft  without  any  rifiMe  appearance  of  it ;  (ver,  4.} 
and  though  beca  life  [entente  again  ft  their  evil  works  is 
not  fpeedily  executed ;  their  hearts  are  fully  fet  in  them 
to  do  evil y  (Ecclef.  ?iiu  11*}  Yet,  my  dear  Chriftian 
brethren,  whom  I  confider  as  beloved  of  the  Lord,  I 
would  not  have  you  ftrangers  to*  or  unmindful  of  this 
one  thought!  which'  is  enough  to  confute  their  vain  and 
ignorant  cavilsj  and  to  quiet  your  own  minds,  namejy, 
that  with  the  eternal  Jehovah,  who  is  from  everlafting 
to  everbfting  God,  and  beholds  all  things  paft,  prefent, 
and  to  come,  in  one  comprehenGve  view,  a  day  and  a 
I  ho  u  fond  years  arc  equally  but  as  a  point  of  time,  com¬ 
pared  with  his  own  immenfc  duration  without  begin¬ 
ning,  change  or  end,  (Pf.  xc.  2,  4,)  and  that,  in  his 
account,  the  iongeft  fucccffioa  of  years  is  infinitely  lefo 
than  a  (ingle  day  is  in  oar  ways  of  reckoning,  for  ful¬ 
filling  his  purpofes  ami  prumifes ;  the  precife  time  of 
which  he  has  fixed,  but  referved  as  a  fccrct  in  his  own 
breaft. 


9  T  h t  Lord  is 
nos  flack  ron- 

t*cr«iiighi*  pro- 
iiihr,  {as  film c 
men  cnunrlWk* 

r 

jiefs)  bnt  is  tong 
J tlffiTTlHg  tO  IIS* 

w*rd,  not  wil¬ 
ling  that  any 
Ihonld  perjfli* 
.but  that  ^11 


9  As  to  the  great  promife  in  particular,  which  we' 
dre  fpeaking  of,  the  Lord  is  not  dilatory  in  performing 
hr  as  fome  libertines  impioutly  foggeft,  to  drfcredit  the 
thing  itfelf^  or,  as  fQme  of  his  own  people  maybe 
apt  to  think,  through  the  workings  of  too  much  impa¬ 
tience  ^nd  unbelief,  under  their  prefen t  burdens  of  fin 
and  forrow  :  But  it  may  be  ford  in  this  cafe,  as  in  a  pro¬ 
phecy  of  the  MeffiahY  days,  (Habak.  ii.  3,)  The  vi - 
Jion  is  yet  for  an  appointed'  time ;  but  at  the  end  it Jball 
jhmiJd  *  omc  to  (  fpeah  and  not  lie  ;  though  it  tarry^  wait  for  it  ;  hetaufe 
repentance*  *7  will  purely  come,  *7  W//  not  tarry  one  moment  be¬ 
yond  its  fet  time  :  And  what  fome  fcoflers  may  count 
fuch  a  delay,  as  defeats  alt  expect  a  tion  of  the' event,  Is 
only  an  ncrcifcof  the  kind  long-fuffering  and -forbear¬ 
ance  of  God  towards  us,  #who-  are  the  obje£U  of  his 

fpccial 

N  a  t  E. 

*  A*  the  perfous  here  meant  fry  atJ,  with,  and  «rc  apparently  M  »l«ne  in 
art  Ihcli  U  the  apoltlc  ranked  hiinTeir  this  chapter,  dtiUnguflicdf  from  (coffer* 

.  aud 


in  Blit  the  day 
nl'l’rc  l-iiid  will 
i "Hie  as  a  thief 
in  the  night; 
i;i  the  which  the 
heavens  iball 
paf*  away  with 
a  great  noific, 
and  the  ele¬ 
ments  fin  t  lynch 
with  fervent 
heat,  the  earth 
:dfi»  ami  tbe 
worl**  that  arc 
therein  ihall  be 
burnt  up. 


The  Second  E£fJUe  of  Peter  farafhrafcd*  1 1  y 

fpccial  lovejTftat  the  whole  number  of  our  body,  who 
belong  to  the  election  of  grace,  (Horn*  xL  5,)  may  be 
called  in  their  feveral  generations;  he  having  determi¬ 
ned  in  his  eternal  wifdom  and  will*  that  none  of  thefe 
fhould  perifhwitb  the  fcoffers  and  ungodly  before  men¬ 
tioned  i  (ver  3,  7.)  but  that  all  and  every  one  of  them 
fhould  be  turned  from  their  iniquities,  and  be  brought 
by  his  grace,  to  that  evangelical  repentance,  which  is 
to  life  and  falvation.  (ver»  15.) 

10*  But  how  long  focrer  God  may  defer  the  May  of 
final  reckoning  and  retribution,  which  may  be  empha¬ 
tically  filled  the  great  day  (Jude  ver.  <S*)  the  day  nf  the 
Jd)rd  Jcfus,  and  the  day  of  Chrifi,  (i  Cor,  i.  8.  and 
v.  $.  2  Cor.  i,  14,  ami  PhiL  1.  6,  10.)  as  he  will  then 
appear  in  all  his*glory  to  judge  the  world,  this  foleum 
day  or  time  wifi  certainly  come  in  its  appointed  feafou, 
and  that  at  unawares,  as  fuddenly  and  unexpectedly  ro 
nil,  and  with  as  much  terrorto  the  wicked,  as  a  thicPs 
breaking  into  a  man*s  houfe  in  the  dead  of  the  night, 
while  he  is  fall  a  Deep,  and  has  no  thought  about  it* 
An  awful  day  this  will  be  to  the  confienmion  and  ruin 
of  thofe  that  are  not  prepared  for  it,  in  which  the  pre* 
fent  (late  of  the  aerial  heavens  will  come  to  a  period, 

H  3  (fee 
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a  ml  ungodly  men,  {v<t.  3*  70  God's  wfl* 
Krii  11  ufi  1  hfit  it  nr  foonli  ptt  ijbt  &c.  frenis 
to  refer  to  tho*e  who  are  often  called 
beloved  to  the  context,  ami  particular¬ 
ly  i;i  the  iirL'L'odtiiir  vci  fcj  which  may 
11  j  rurally  include,  ar  teaft,  their  bring 
i  ef  G'j  (t  ns  it  is  rxpretScd  Rom.  i, 
7.  ;hk1  who  had  been  fpoken  of  at  iij- 
T-ixg  ci t.iijivJ  Ike  prrdftti  fifth  at  the 
beriming  of  \hh  cpiJtlc,  fch*p.  t,  I.)  and 
ftiled  shh  according  to  the forfkwwl-dg* 
tf  OV/  the  Father.  *  j  collide  i.  And 
as  it  cannot  reafomtbly  ho  thought:  that* 
the  long  luffcriug  of  God  defined 

*‘n-  the  l>l  ration  of  thole  fen  Hors  ant 
ungodly  pitn,  who  arc  refer ved  Jbr  de- 
jtriirtion,  together  with  the  heaven*  and 
ilic  earth,  n^ainft  the  day  of  judgement, 
tv t*r*  ;«)  f 1  Ij is  h ttg-f tfj/ V rittf  to  us-wird 
jii.-iy  heit  he  undcritoml  rr  In  ting  10 

ihofelefb,  inclnfive  ^ftbofeof  tlicin  that 
were  iti'l  10  be  called  in  their  furccilive 
i^rtcraciotifi  who,  as  one  body,  or  nuc 
lin  t  of  p?oplc>  may  he  fpokeu  of  by  ihc 
apultteiu  the  ftrtf.  perfim  plural  as  the 
whole  church,  itichtlive  of  thole  that 
ih?W  be  alive  at  the  Jernmt  coining  of 
t  hrill,  are  in  1  Thef.  iv,  15.  17-  {Sec 
fhv  note  there,  aa<1  the  parfiphrafe  on 


T  E, 

Miuh.  xxiv*  ii  J  Accordingly,  the  dt- 
fign  of  God  in  hh  lo ng*fu JTcr in g  toward 
them  i*,  that  vane  of  \Ucm  fioufJ perfjbj 
hut  that  j/J  of  diem  JbozH  come  to  re^ 
pent  ante  in  their  proper  Or,  if 

iitflend  «t* /v  m-ward  \i%$  we  admit 

of  the  reading  of  ihc  Ales  ah dri 211  and 
Stevens's  copies,  which  have  it  for  \ont 
or  for  rOJ*r  J  ihtir  fj/  oa*;)  and  are  fid- 
lowed  by  the  Striae,  Ethiopic*  And  fe- 
terd  other  vcirjion.it  (tide  Mil.  lit  Inc.) 
it  amounts  iq  ititicli  tin-  f;Lme Uui  if, 
after  all,  any.  will  inlift  upon  «,  that 
what  the  jipn&lc  here  fays  is  to  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  mankind  in  general,  Its  etcan- 
iiig#  on  this  fuppiduion,  may  IiCj  as 
Mollis  Crodnck  and  Hvhhnve  ii\*rn  it, 
tint  ti^e  T-orfl  deters  It  is  nuniiig  in  hit 
great  long  fullering  and  patience  tn- 
w^rd  Jiitners*  to  aiTio'd  all  of  them  the 
miVKjft  oi>pt»nnntriejsTof  feeing  their  er¬ 
rors,  nml  reforming  their  practices;  it 
being  his  ddifru  to  do  all,  tbit 

his  julliec  and  good  oofs  will  permit,  ini* 
their  falvathm;  or  be  not  bcini£  wil¬ 
ling  fit  faros  may  omiliit  with  his  infi¬ 
nite  wsfil.-ijri,  jult  ire  ami  gnodurfg,  that 
any  Ihonul  periili,  hot  tliAt  all  fhuuld 
coiue  10  repentance. 


nS  The  Second  Eptftlc  cf  P  E  T  E  R  faraphrafed.  Ch.  iib 


il  Seeing  then 
tb;it  all  thefe 
things  fhftll  be 
tfifloivcd,  what 
JD^untr  of  per- 
fftri5  ougllt  ye  to 
he  iii  idt  holy 
VA»verf^inu 

am!  gudlincji. 


1 3  hook  iflgfhr* 
And  hiillinir  un¬ 
to  the  earning  of 

the  day  of  Godf 
where  int  hehea- 
vi'u*  heijig  on 
Jt re  Jliult  be  djf- 
Jblvd(  and  the 
elements  Ill  all 
ifcclt  with  fer* 
>coc  h«at? 


13  JJtYiTthe- 
(clii  we  accord- 
iiift  to  his  pro¬ 
file*  loot  for 
new  hen  veil 

and  a  rteivegrth-, 

V'hfrcin’  dwell- 
rUi  rifrhtcnnf 


(fee  the  note  on  vcr.  7-)  by  an  univerfal  convulfion  of 
all  nature  with  a  rapid  motion  and  horrid  roar,  like  z 
violent  dorm  or  tejnpeft,  and  all  the  component  prin¬ 
ciples  of  elementary  fubftances  (ball  melt,  like  wax, 
through  exceflWe  heat  in  the  general  conflagration;  and 
this  earth  with  all  ite  rich  and  {lately  furniture  of  na¬ 
ture  and  art,  which  carnal  men  place  their  happituis 
in.  IhalL  be  burnt  to  allies. 

11.  Since  therefore  it  is  certain  that  the  prefent  frame 
of  this  world,  and  alt  its  fen  drive  enjoyments,  fhall  be 
thus  amazingly  and  entirely  reduced  to  a  diilblution ; 
how  fhould  your  affect  ions,  who  profefs  to  be  rifen  with 
Chrift,  be  fet  on  things  above,  and  not  on  things  of 
the  earth  l  (Col.  iil-  I,  2.)  And  with  what  "watchful- 
ntfs,  care  and  circumfpeUion  ought  ye  to  behave  in  alt 
manner  of  purity  and  holinefs  of  Jieart  and  life  toward 
Coil  and  man,  and  in  the  exercifc  of  every  grace  and 
dife barge  of  every  religious  tluiy,  with  a  (tedfafinefc, 
per  fcYtra  rice,  and  increafing  fervour,  during  your  ihofi 
and  uncertain  abode  in  the  body  f 

12.  How  important  and  becoming  is  this  for  per- 
fon*  of  your  charafter,  who  are  expelling,  looking, 
longing,  and  tending  in  your  earncil  prayers,  defires, 
hopes  and  preparations  for  the  time,  +wbcn  that  final 
decifjve  day  of  the  Lord  Jefus  (hall  come  according  to 
divine  appointment,  in  which,  as  has  been  pbfetYnl 
(ver.  ic.)  the  acreal  heavens  being  all  in  a  llame  lhall 
be  deftroyed,  and  all  the  conflitucm  principles  of  the 
attnofpherc,  together 'with  the  earth  and  all  things  in  if, 
(hall  be  melted  down  by  an  imenfe  diftblving  heat,  in¬ 
to  a  confufcd  chaos,  like  that,  out  of  which  they  were 
originally  formed  ?  (Gen.  i.  i,)  ‘ 

13.  bleverihelefs,.as  the  particles  of  matter,  that 
compofc  tnofr  bodies,  will  net  be  annihilated,  though 
wonderfully  altered  from  what  they  are  in  their  prefers 
contexture;  we,  who  Relieve  in  Jefus,  are  fupporled 
under  prefent  calamities,  and  awful  profpe£t$  of  this 
tremendous  cataftrbphe,  with  joyful  hopes  of  11s  turning 
to  our  unfpea  table  happfncfs  and  glory  ;  while  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  true  arid  faithful  pfomife  of  our. Cod',  (Ifa, 
Jxv.  17*  and  fxvi.  22*)  f  we  exped  and  long  for  a  glo¬ 
rious 


V  O  T  F. 

■New  JiejTcns  aeiJ  a  new  earth*  things  that  wr  look  (hr,  be  imm- 

fn  the  Hi  If  of  tjie  Prophet  ffotah  duccd  at  the  lilt  day:  Anil,  poAilily, 

Itrong  Chirrs  to  rrprrfrnt  the  g|ori«n*  now  heavens  a  nit  a  new  earth*  *f  a  more 
change.  ;hat  flitmlrt'  ho  tunde  in  ilie’af-  refined  and  txrei;cl)r  Jnatnrf  than  the 
fatvi  cd  tV.c  chtivtili  under  the  gtdpul  dif-  prefect*  mty  iu  a  literal  fienfe  he  ctch* 
penfation^  with  ultimate  reference  te<),  nm  of  the  difihKed  materiahj  to  be 
to  rue  much  more  glorious  Itatc  et*  the  Habitat  ion  of  the  faints  for  ever- 


Ch.  ill. 


The  Stand  Epiflle  of  Peter  paraphraftd.  i  ip 


1 4  Wherefore, 

beloved,  feting 

that  ye  look  for 

fitch  thio^f  be 

diligent  that  ye 

mav  be  found  of 
^  ■ 

lit  in  in '  peace, 
without  fpot, 
and  falamelefs  ; 


I  j  Andaccouoc 
/W  the  long- 
fufTerlng  of  our 
Lon!  h  falrati- 
r>n ;  even  as  our 
beloved  brother 
Paul  alfo,  ac 
folding  to  the 
wifdom  given 
unto  him,  hath 
written  unto 
you; 


rions  and  refining  change  of  the  prefent  fate  of  things, 
which  for  ha  excellency,  as  the  produft  of  the  almighty 
power  and  goodnefs  that  created  this  world,  may  well 
be  Ailed  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth,  in  which  will 
be  nothing  that  defiles,  bat  all  fpotlefs  purity  ;  and  in 
'which  none  but  righteous  and  holy  perfous  iliall  dwell 
for  ever.  (Rev.  xxi.  27.) 

14,  Therefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  fince  on  the 
foot  of  divine  revelation,  ye  e-irncftly  defire,  and  juftly 
hope  for  fuch  a  glorious  and  blcfied  alteration  of  the 
whole  frame  of  nature,’  when  Chrift  (hall  come  to  judge 
the  world  aithelaft  day,  let  it  be  your  utmoft  care  and 
endeavour  through  grace,  to  behave  as  becomes  the  ex¬ 
pectants  of  fuch  wonderful  events,  that  ye  may  meet 
the  Lord  Jefua,  whenever  they  come  to  pafs,  without 
terror,  and  may  be  found  by  him  as  your  jadge,  ^nd  in 
him  with  acceptance,  comfort  and  holy  bofdnefs,  as 
walhed  in  his  blood,  and  fanCtified* by  his  fpirit;  and 
fo  may  be,  not  like  thofe  that  are  fpots  and  blemishes 
to  Chriftjan  focietics  (chap.  ii.  13.}  but  may  appear  be¬ 
fore  him  holy  and  without  biemifh,  free  from  all  de¬ 
filement,  as  well  as  condemnation.  (Eph.  v,  27-) 

15.  And  to  encourage  you  hereunto,  fet  it  down  as 
a  fure  principle  in  your  own  minds,  that  the  great  pa¬ 
tience  and  long  forbearance  of  our  Lord  towards  a  itn- 
ful  world,  which  his  enemies,  to  countenance  their 
unbelief  of  his  ever  coming,  call  flack nefs,  is  really 
defigned  for,  tends  ter,  and  flulliflue  in,  not  only  your 
own  complete  falvation,  but  likewife  in  the  falvation  of 
the  whole  numher  of  God's  ele& :  fee  the  note  on 
ver.  9.)  And  the.  point  I  have  heen  principally  infifting 
upon  is  quite  agreeable  to  what  our  dearly  beloved  bro¬ 
ther  in  the  Lord  and  my  fellow  apoftle  Paul,  has  atfo 
delivered  in  his  epiftle  to  profiling  Cbriftians  of  your 
own  nation,  *  (Heb.  ix.  27,  28.'  and  x.  3 6.  37.)  which 

he 
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Riit,  whatever  the  meaning  be,  they  arc 
fucceed  the  dilTfihition  of  the  prefent 
frame  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth  by 
lire,  and  the  day  of  judgment  (ver, 

1 3 )  and  therefore  feem  to  have  no  re- 
latinn  to  the  thoufgnd  year*  of  Chrilh 
"loriuus  reign  on  earth,  which  U  lo  pre¬ 
cede  theft  great  events,  (3^c  thtf  note 
Her*  xxi.  f  } 

*  Hath  written  to  you  is  generally 

under Ltirtd  as  rdcrrlug  to  the  epiftle  to 

the  Hebrews,  by  mnft  commentators, 

who  rake  the  Apoftle  Veter's  epiltlcs  to 

have  been  wrote  to  the  converted  Jews , 

line  fume,  who  take  it  to  have  been 

\rmic  to  the  converted  Gentiles,  fup- 

■ 
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pofethe  reference  it  to  thole  rpi(U«  to 
Gentile  churches  in  Afia  Minor, 'to 
which  the  Apofttc  Paul  wnttf.— Bur 
our  Apndlc  lecms  in  refer  to  foine  one. 
of  Paul'*  epitHes  in  particular,  with  ;i 
distinction  ef  it  from  all  ha  other  r- 
pilUes:  and  1  cannot  but  think  that  fi¬ 
ve  ral  paflqgrs  ip  our  A  pottle's  two  4- 
ptftles  immediately  point  to  Jtwilli 
ChrlftUns;  {See  the  preface  to  this  firJl 
epiflle)  and  that  the  reference  is  inner 
probably  to  the  general  epiftle  to  the 
Hebrews:,  than  to  any  cpiftlf  that 

was  directed  to  only  one  particular 

cIiuitIl 
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The  Sccsnd  EpifiU  of  P  e  T  e  it  p&rapbrafsd. 


i6  As  alfo  in 

all  bis  epiftlcs, 

fpcakrtigititlitfin 
of  tJicfc  tiling  : 
in  \v  hull  arc 
fametiiin^  hard 
to  he  undertlonrl 

M'Uicii  they  that 

are  unlearned. 

and  unit  a  Me 

wrcil.  as  the t  'to 
*  * 

aUo  the  other 
fcriptum,  unto 
ihcir  tiuji  Jc* 

ftrudiou* 


j7  Ve  ilnre- 
f*n’ct  ,  beloved, 
goring  ye  know 


he  wrote  under  divine  irifpifation,  according  to  the  e- 
minent  knowledge  that  God  gave  Lims  in  which  he 
was  not  a  whit  behind  the  very  chiefeft  apoftlcs.  (2  Ccr* 

*i*  S-)  .  , 

16.  lie  has  a!fo  more  or  left  intimated  things  of  this 

nature  :n  the  generality  of  his  other  epiltlcsj  in  which 

he  warns  Jews*  zs  wrH  as  Gentiles*  again  ft  falfe  teachers 

and  feducers;  and  fpeaks  of  God's  long* folfennp;  cf 

Chrift's  fecond  coming  and  its  momentous  confe- 

tjuences ;  and  cf  believers  patiently  waiting  for  it,  and 

the  like ;  Among  which  things  (**  there  are,  as  he 

himfdf  fays  to  thofe  Jews  that  were  ditjl  of  hearing, 

(Htb,  v,  jr  i .)  feme  do&nnes*  which  though  certain 

truths*  and  js  plain  in  themfdvcs  as  fhe ir  fubiime  and 

JjMnmal  nature  welt  a  Juice  of,  art  r*oc  ca/iJr  apprehend* 

ed  and  received  by  prejudiced  and  weak  mind? ;  and 
which,  through  the  darknds*  pride  and  corruptions  of 
men's  own  hearts,  they  that  aie  not  tauglv  of  God  oy 
his  Spirit  n  hut  are  unlkiHul  in  the  word  of  righteoni- 
nef?,  or  are  fccptical  and  nnfeitled  in  their  principles, 
wrack  and  torture  to  a  wrong  meaning,  aud  pervert 
the  fenfe  and  ufe.ot  them,  as  they  likewise  do  many  ci¬ 
ther  paflages  of  holy  writ*  both  of  the  Old  and  New 
Tcftamcnt*  to  their  own  cverls/ting  perdition  with  high 
aggravations  of  their  guilt,  inftead  of  receiving  them 
with  meeknefs  and  improving  them*  means  of  ma¬ 
king  them  wife  to  falvatipn,  through  fajth  in  Chrift 

Jeftis.  (2  Tim.  Hi.  15, 

J  7*  Since  therefore  ye  my  dear  brethren,  are  fore* 

warned  of  all  tbefe  things,  and  fo  forearmed  a  gain  ft 

crafty  fetiucerd  i  and  fince  ye  know  beforehand*  that 

Chrift 

■* 


>f  o 

t  Th?v  that  are  unlearn cd  dnn'i  litre 
i^can  HIS  terete  perfons*  acrordinir  n> 
«ijr  commop  11  Te  of  that  word ;  but  it  U 
po  be  under  itood  of  thofe  that  are 

to  alt  ivuc  prntcipk't  nf  nr 

liudiuatini;  in  tbelr  notions  ^bnitt  it, 
through  the  cornier  ions  or'  their  oVn 
hearts,  and  fo  fom£  in  tlir  a  polite 

1' a  \i Tji  w r i ; hi \v*cre  bard  for  them  to 
\i[uterU;uid*  bcpjitie  fhey  could  not  fe- 
jHh  them,  a;  well  ns  that  there  urexc 
tit  hereof  too  'fpii£tiiftl  And  i'ubJhne  ci 

jiaiur*  Jor  their  injiulicteiis  and  earn'd 

mi  mis  to  fake  in*  or  indeed  tor  gg*/  fi* 

1  ■  ■  ■  if 

pm  fmpd  fully  to  comprehend.  3>v>; 
Ibij  fe  110 'argument  cither  agaiuft  the 
wrlpiLititY  of'  iVripture,  especially  in 

are  nrc  diary  to  laWatiaoj 

■  r  .  .  H  "  '  . 


T  E. 

nra^ainlt  the  cpmtjmn  people-*  read¬ 
ing  th^m;  for  l  bough  the  apoitft  fay*, 
that  fomc  tiling  in  f*it:il’£  epiflle*,  Le 
does  nor  /ay  that  the  epi(tJ«  thcjtifelves, 
or  that  manv,  much  left  all  nf  their; 
tire  hard  ro  he  muh  iinnil,  hut  «ires  an 

honourable  tefthrutiY  to  bim  nmlhi^  c- 

^  a 

pililitfj  a  if  his  beloved  brother,  urho  h:id 
wroru  diftn  Mtt&rJfpg  to  the  *** 

th-jt  G*ti  1 'givftt  him ;  apd  it  15 

Aippofed  that  theft  unlearned  |»cr- 

Tans  did  read  them,  nf  it  lealV  heard 

them  read*  wliiVU  he  dot*  not  blame 
■,  ■  ■ 

tbem  lor,  but  only  ibr  their  making  4 

had  life  of  them*  aft  many  do  of  the  brflt 

and  m oft  ncccJIary  thln^  In  the  world) 

by  per  verrijsg  them  to  their  owq  dt- 

itructicn.  ^  J  '  *’  ^ 

■ 


Ch.  lii.  Tbt  St«md  >  Epiftk  of  Peter  paMphrafid.  iir 

f  >rc,  b«war«  Cbrift  will  certainly  come  to  judgement,'  and  take  ten-, 
kit  ve  nll<h  be*  upon  all  the  ungodly,  have  a  care  Jell  any  of 

wlih  tb<  crtpr  dtartrn  afide,  (<rvw*ir«x®"T«)  “with  Otbef  afo- 

<■<;  the  .wukeilf  Itates,  from  bttni  -and  from  the  way  of  truth  siiit/mli' 
1U11  from  nefo^  by  the  faKe  notions,  deceitful  infinuatione  apdf 
iTdi  -  *l  ■  Vila  •fra&ices {•*?»*•**)  of  impious*  immoral  -and-law*’ 

left  men^e  fall  from- you  town  liability  jrvthe  do&rincsy 

K'  and  profd&on  of  the  gofpeV  in  'which  ye  hive 
to*  per  fitted.  . 

iS  -Rut  grow  -i8.  *ut  to  help  you  againft  all  dedenGons  and  rc- 

i  *  ‘ri-ir*.  ami  iw-  voks,  let-  it  be  -your,  earneft  prayer*  and  endeavour  in 
ti.«  bn..*- ledge  ufc  of  all  proper  means,  to  be  profjrcffive  in  dailv 

jefui  exerufes  and  mcrcafes  of  every  Chrifhan  grace*  as  aUo 
Lbriit?  T*  him  it)  an  abiding  fenfe  of  the  free  love  and  favour  of  God, 
bf  fijnry  both  according  to  the  gofpelj  and  in  a  dear,  fiducial, prate. 
Stfeu*1,  ^  t’ca^  an<^  experimental  acquaintance  with  the~periba 

and  oflices,  doftrines,  promifrs,  and  command  me  nrs 
of  our  divine  Lord  and  all-fuflident  HavJocr  Jefos 
Chrift,  and  vtth  your  own  perfonat  imereti  in  bim : 
To  whom  heafcrihed,  as  is  moft  juftlr  due,  aJl  adora* 
non,  worfhip  and  honour,.  henceforth  and  for  ever* 
May  we/  together  with  all  the  faints  and  angels,  fin- 
cercly  add,  in  teftimony  of  our  zpprobarion,  hope  and 
afluranee  of  its  being  fo,  Amu i  / 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  need  bwewc  to  be  often  reminded  of  the  dotftrinr*  and  command- 
tnrnt*  that  are  delivered  lo  us  by  our  Lord  Jtfua  and  his  infptrcd  prophets  and 

find  to  be  cautioned  againft  the  errors  and  evil  practices  of  wicked 
r.«d  ilcfr/ning  men,  that  we  may  not  be  unfculrri  in  our  religious  principles  by- 
ii,rm  !  And  how  important  is  it  to  believer  a,  for  preventing  this  evil,  that  they 
-  mw  So  j;raee  and  in  the  knowledge  of  Ghrift  all  their  days  1  The  great  doc- 
ni-i^s  wf  ti i vine  revelation  are  evidently  confirmed  by  the  hArmony  of  infptied 
Lvntinjrs,  both  of  the  OH  and  Hew  Teftament ;  and  yet,  abu& !  How  many  are 
I  here  who,  through  wilful  blindnefs  and  prejudices,  ridicule,  and  raife  ground* 
kfs  abjedions  agiiutt  the  jnoft  irrtercfHnjr  points  of  faith,  like  that  of  Ch  rift** 
rotting  to  judgement !  And  how  many  that  have  not  learnt  the  firR  principles 
of  the  oracles  of  God,  but  are  of  a  feeptical  temper,  and  pervert  the  plain 
nwMr*i:r£  of  various  ieriptu res  to  their  own  drft ruction !  But  the  word  of  the 
Lord  f-anda  faft  for  ever  ;  and  the  protruJe  of  Chrill's  fcconcl  coming  fhall  cer¬ 
tainly  be  fulfilled  in  its  appointed  ftrafon,  to  the  joy  of  the  films,  and  tbe  con* 

l*.i  3i vi  of  finucr*.  Ai  tin*  world  was  once  deftroyed  by  an  umverfal  driuge  of 
v:rrr;  lot  lie  whole  fyftcm  of  its  prefect  frame  lhall  hereafter  be  fet  on  fire, 
dificlvcd  and  burnt  up  by  an  universal  bfcri £  of  melting  heat,  to  which  it  is  vc- 
kmV.  a^ainftthe  clay  of  judgement,  ami  perdition  of  ungodly  rraa,  who  (hall 
Iv-  turmeTited  fur  <:vcr  with  unqucnchables  (tames,'  But  O  what  a  magnificent 
ftaJc  of  blits  dud  plory  in  the  new  heavens  and  new  earth,  nil  refined,  pure  slcI 
i ^ if y,  limit  the  habitaliun  of  the  righteous  bf,  without  any  mixture  of  fin  or 
lingers!  How  fuon  this  fmifhing  day  will  come,  the  Lord  only  knows,  but  it 
certainly  will  cumc«  amb  that  as  fudd/nly  anti  unexpr^kdly  as  a  thief  in  The 
Slight,  'crith  terrible  furprife  to  all  that  lb  all  be  unprepared  Tor  it*  Some  indeed 
would  fufoeft  ihai,  bccaufc  it  is  hitherto  deferred,  it  never  will  be  at  aJL  Vain 

and 
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and  foolifli  thought  !  A  thoufand  years  art  infinitely  kfs  in  the  account  of  the 
eternal  and  unchangeable  God,  than  one  day*  is  in  ours ;  and  what  may  feem 
to  be  a  delay  in  the  opinion  of  Tome,  is  only  his  long  forbearance  and  patience 
towards  a  finful  world,  till  all  all  his  elect  be  gathered  in,  that  every  one  of them 
may  be  brought  to  Caving  repentance*  Since  therefore  we,  who  believe  in  jefut, 
know  that  there  wilt  be  a  total  difTdlutfon  of  this  world  and  of  all  things  in  it ; 
how  circumfpect,  holy,  and  reJigiotte,  weaoM  from  the  prefcnt  life  and  all  its 
concerns,  ought  we  to  be  in  our  temper  and  behaviour  !  And  fince  we  defire 
and  elpcct  a  perfect  flate  of  happinefs  in  that  eminent  day  of  the  1-nrd*  and  are 
forewarn'd  or  deceivers,  that  would  turn  us  a  fide  from  him,  and  from  our  way 
to  heaven ;  how  folicitou*  Jhould  we  be  for  conftant  fuppliea  of  grace  to  enable 
us  fo  to  walk  with  God,  as  to  find  favour  and  acceptance  with  him  in  the  brio* 
ved|  till  we  beprefented  holy  and  unblam cable  in  his  figbt  through  JcfusChjrift ! 
To  whom  be  glory  and  honour  tlirough  all  ages,  and  for  ever,  Ameu. 
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Firft  Epiftle  general  of  John. 

\ 

-  j 

In  the  Form  of  a  Paraphrase, 


The  Preface  to  the  Firft  Epiftle  of  John. 

T THOUGH  the  name  of  the  writer  of  this,  and  the  tjvo  following 
Ihorr  epiftles,  be  not  prefixed  to  them ;  there  is  nevertheJefe 
no  room  to  doubt  bat  that  it  was  the  Apoftle  John,  whofe 
name  is  no  more  mentioned  in  his  gofoel,  than  in  either  of  thefe  e- 
pifUes.  All  antiquity  afcribcs  the.  firft  of  them  to  him ;  and  it'  was 
hot  long  before  tfie  other  two  were  generally  efteemed  canonical,  and 
received  as  fuchj  and  the  great  imilltudc,  and  even  famencfs  of 
phrafeotogy  and  fpirit,  that  runs  through  them  all  and  his  gofpel,  carry 
their  own  evidence  of  their  being  wrote  by  the  fame  hand  :  Accord¬ 
ingly  they  call  a  good  light  one  upon  another ;  and  many  pafiages  of 
thelc  epiftles  may  be  cleared  up  by  comparing  them  together,  and  with 
the  evangelift, 

The  place  from  whence,  and  the  time  when,  they  were  written 
cannot  he  fujjy  determined .}  but  they  Teem  to  have  been  Tent  from  E- 
phefns,  or  fomp  part  of  Alia-  the  left,  where  this  apofitie  chiefly  labour¬ 
ed,  and  before  the  deftru&ion  of  Jerufalcm,  as  may  be  conjefhircd 
from  his  fpeaking  of  the  hjft  time  as  then  come,  chap.  ii.  18.  which 
probably  relates  to  the  laft  period  of  the  Jewifti  church,  and  ftate, 
and  the  commencement  of  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  which  is  the  laft, 
and  lhalt  remain  to. the  end  of  the  world ;  and  from  his  mentioning 
many  antichrifts  and  falfe  teachers,  as  already  appearing,  which  our 
Lnrd  foretold  would  arife  before  the  deflation  of  the  temple,  chap*  tL 
and  it.  i.  compared  with  Match,  xxiv*  24. 

The  perfons,  to  whom  this  epiftle  was  wrote,  were  not  any  parti* 
cufor  church,  hut  all  Chriftians  in  general  of  that  age,  perhaps  prin¬ 
cipally  Jews,  but  inchilive  of  Gentiles,  with  a  view  to  all  fuccecding 
generations ;  on  which  account  it  i$  called  a  general  epiftle.  And  the 
*  immediate 
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immediate  occafion  of  writing  it  appears  to  have  been  taken  from  the 
pernicious  efforts  of  Judaizing  and  amichriftian  teachers,  who  had 
broached  many  grofs  errors  in  doctrine  and  practice,  and  were  the 
fore-runners  of  others,  who  the  apoftic  forefaw,  by  the  fpirit  of  pro¬ 
phecy*  would  rife  in  after  ages  to  corrupt  and  trouble  the  church  un¬ 
der  papal  tyranny,  fuperftition  aud  idolatry  :■  In  oppofition  to  all  which, 
our  Apottle't  chief  defign  was  to  eftablifli  believers  in  the  faith  of 
Chriftis  being  the  Soil  of  God,  and  the  true  Meffiah  ?  to  lead  them  in¬ 
to  affecting  views  of  the  love  of  the  Father  in  fending  him,  and  be¬ 
llowing  the  moll  glorious  benefits  upon  them  on  his  account  ;  and 
thereby  engaging  their  love  to  him  and  to  one  another,  and  fweetly 
con  (training  them  to  depart  from  all  iniquity,  and  yield  a  cheerful  o- 
bedience  to  all  divine  commandments,  anfwerable  to  their  high  privi¬ 
leges,  hopes,  aud  obligations. 

He  begins  with  giving  them  the  ftrongeft  evidence  of  the  truth  of 
what  he  delivered  to  them  concerning  Chrift,  that  they  might  (hare, 
and  rejoice  with  himfelf  and  his  fellow  apofUes,  m  their  happy  com* 
munion  with  the  Father  and  the  Son ;  and  reminds  them  of  their  im¬ 
perfection  through  indwelling  fin,  and  at  the  fame  time  of  the  necef- 
fity  of  departing  from  the  practice  of  it,  chap,  i*  He  then  comforts 
them  under  a  fenfe  of  the  dtfallowed  fin  that  (till  remained  in  them  ; 
but  fliews  that,  if  they  were  real  Ghrifltans,  their  freedom  from  its 
dominion  mult  be  demonftrated,  by  their  unfeigned  obedience  to 
Goffs  commands,  by  their  love  to  the  brethren,  and  fitting  loofe  from 
this  world;  and  by  watching  and  guarding  againft  feducers,  in  virtue 
of  the  anointings  of  the  Spirit  which  they  were  favoured  with,  chap.  ii. 
He  thereupon  breaks  out  into*  a  rapturous  admiration  of  the  love  of 
God  In  making  them  his  children  ;  and  infers  from  tboir  hope  of  per* 
fe£t  hd i nets  and  happinefs  with  Chrift,  that  they  ought  to  abflain  from 
all  inquiry,  and  live  after  a  holy  rate  and  in  a  cordial  affection  to  all 
their  Chriltian  brethren,  as  thofe  that  are  born  of  God,  and  have  an 
irreconciieable  avcrfion  to  fin,  chap.  Hi*  From  hence  proceeds  to 
caution  them  againft  hearkening  to  every  pretender  to  the  Spirit,  and 
(hews  how  to  di  (ting  uifh  the  fpirit  of  truth  and  of  error;  and  adds  va¬ 
rious  arguments  to  excite  to  brotherly  love,  chap*  iv*  Sets  before  them 
the  efficacy  of  evangelical  love,  as  fpringing  from  faith  in  Chrift^ 
whofe  divine  2nd  faring  ehara&er  is  attcfled  by  three  unexceptionable 
wttuefles  in  heaven,  and  three  on  earth,  together  with  that  which  be¬ 
lievers  have  iu  themfelvcs  a  flu  res  them  that  all  their  prayers,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  will  of  God,  (lull  be  anfwercd  ,  that  they  who  are  born  of 
God  (hail  be  preferved  from  the  evil  one,  and  are  happily  djftinguilh- 
cd  from  the  world  which  lies  in  wickednefe;  and  cpndudes  with  aq 
f  alienation  to  renounce  all  idolatry^  chap*  v. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  I. 

The  JpbfiU  prefaces  its  epifile,  to  Believers  in  general  with  evident  tef- 
timohies  to  CiriJBj  for  promoting  t heir  bappine/s  and  joy%  i.—  S brats 
tie  nectffity  cf  a  tife  of  bolinefs,  in  order  to  communion  with  God% 
and  relieves  them  under  a  fenfe  of  indwelling  Jin *  which  they  ought 
humbly  to  acknowledge  JUS  remains  with  them }  But  from  which  there 
is  an  all  clesnjing  virtue  in  the  blood  of  Jefus,  5—10, 


Text. 


Paraphrase. 


I  '-p  HAT 
X'  .trbich 
was  Iran  thebe* 
ginning.  which 
we  have  heard, 
which  vc  have 
Iced  with  rrar 
eye*.  which  we 
hare  looked  up* 
im^Tiidod  rh;md* 

hare  handled  of 
the  wtord  4>f 

m ; 


I.  '  P  H  E  defign  of  this  epiltfe  is  to  fet  forth  what 
X  1  and  other  apoftles  of  cnic  Lord  arefutyy.af- 
fured  of,  upon  undeniable  evidence,  and  carmOtTiot  tef- 
tify  ( A&s  iv.  20.)  concerning  the  perfbn  and  faring 
office  of  Chrift.  This  divine  perfoo,  who  in  his  origi- 
ginal  nature,  was  before  all  worlds,  *  truly  and  proper¬ 
ly  God,  the  fame  in  e (Tenet  with,  though  diftind  in 
perfotia  Itty  frrtn  God  the  Father  ;  whom,  when  he  was 
made  flefh  and  dwelt  among!!  us,  (John  i.  i,  2%.  14.  fee 
the  notes  there)  wc  often  heard  in  his  puhlic  preaching 
and  private  difeourfes ;  whom  we  atfo  have  feen  with 
our  own  eyes,  as  at  nuinherlcts  times  before,  fo  again 
and  again  after  his  death  and  refurredtion ;  whom  We 
have  attentively  and  delightfully  confidered  on  various 
occafions,  and  whefe  glorywe  beheld,  at  the  glory  of  the 
only  begotten  <f  the  Father  full  of  grace  and  truth* 
(John  i.  4.)  eveu  after,  as  welias  before  his  refurre&ion 
we  had  all  defir&ble  opportunities  of  touching  and  feel¬ 
ing  him  with  our  hands ;  (Luke  xxiv.  39.  and  John  xx. 
27.)  and  fo  bad  all  podible  demonflration  of  the  reality 
of  his  rifen  human  body,  as  confilUng  of  flefli  and 

hnrifs,  which  he  had  affumed  into  perfonal  union 
miw  hinum,'wuo  ts  mica  ootn  tfc  mnium  tte  Ufa 
(John  i.  t>  4.)  as  he  is  the  living  perfonal  Word  of 

God, 


_  N  O  .T  .E- 

4  Though  frttm  the  beginning,  fax*  ternat  existence ;  aadonrapoftle  fpeab 

th«  beginnifljr -’ir  of  turns  firif  vrtrt  wiUxn  in  the 

us  we  have  it  John  h  I.  areTowcwbat  twk  $f  lift  />*<*  the  fiwiJittfow  r/  tbf 
different  exprefluvot,  yet  a*  Chrift  is  vrarl l,  «r9  xarfciCaAur  xei^u.*)  Kc  r.  xvlt. 
here  AIM  in  fhe^oecii  Tcrfc  ttertwl  8.  which  I  think  nitMns  frnm  eternity; 
Li/er  )i  is  natural  to  take  in  hi  jeter'  acrofdingty  wc  may  xxktthxt  v?icv  w,w 
nij  eiiAencc,  «orr«rpoiultnt  to  this  a-  fr*im  tht  beginninjf  to  relate  to  the  e* 
pottle's  affcrtioTrof  it  John  \*  Ip  and  jc  ternal  deity  of  Chrift*  rather  than  to  . 
him  kwv*  him  tbot  is  frvm  tbf  the  beginning  of  the  Kofpel  dilpenfa* 

rittf,  il.  I}-  ^4*  fntbe  tionL,  though  St  may  bear  the  la  ft  of 

it^te  there.)  whether  applied  to  the  Fa-  theft  PcixJci  in  Came  other  pam  of  this 
rher  or  iVn,  evidently  rentes  to  his  e.  eplftlc. 
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3  (Frtr 
VU  man  it  cited* 
and  wchavcfecn 
ift  And  bear  wit- 
ucft,  and  Jhew 
uhto  you  that  e* 
te  rnal  life  which 
wax  with  the 
Kathcr,and  was 
Tnanifc&rd  unts 

U8) 


3  That  frhicU 

have  fetn 

and  heard,  de¬ 
clare  ve  ftmrt 
you,  that  ye  at- 
Jft  may  have  fel¬ 
low  Jh  ip  with  tat 
andtruly  oorfel- 
Uwjbip  h  with 
the  Father,  and 
with  tiisSoD  Jcf* 
u* 


4  And  thefe 
things  write  we 
tuito  you,  that 
year  jt»y  may  be 

frU. 


5  Thit  then 
.  Is  tie  tdcHkge 
which  we  have 
i  heard  of  huu, 


a 

The  Firjl  Epijlle  of  John  paraphrafed, 

God,  who,  together  with  the  Father  and  Spirit,  is  the 
fountain  and  author  of  the  life  of  all  creatures,  and  par* 
ticularly  of  all  fpirittral  and  eternal  life  to  his  people. 

a.  For  he  in  whom  is  life,  and  who  is  the  life-giver, 
(John  i.  4.)  was  Godwanifejled  in  tbejlejb ;  (i  Tim.  iii. 
16.)  and  we,  his  a po tiles,  have  aftualJy  feen  and  con* 
vtrfed  with  him  in  his  human  nature ;  and,  as  autho¬ 
red  by  his  immediate  commillion,  do  bear  our  teflimony 
to  him  in  all  his  chandlers,  and  difeover  to  you  his  di¬ 
vine  perfon  and  offices,  who.  bad  originally  and  eter¬ 
nally  life  in  himfdf,  and  was  from  ail  eternity  co-ext* 
llent  with  God  the  Father*  and  was  confpicuoufly  made 
known  to  us  in  the  fuinefs  of  time,  in  which  God  feat 
him  forth ,  as  his  own  San,  made  of  a  woman,  made  un- 
der  the  lavs,  &c.  (Gal.  iv.  4,  5,) 

3.  That,  1  fay,  which  we,  in  the  manner  but  now 
mentioned,  have  both  feen  and  heard  of  him,  and  in 
which  it  wa6  impoffible  for  us  to  be  miftaten,  we  now 
publilh  and  make  known  to  yon,  to  the  end  that  yc« 
who  believe  in  him,  may  have  a  partnerlhip  and  com¬ 
munion,  as  one  Ipiritual  and  holy  Body  with  us,  in  all 
the  gracious  promifes,  ordinances  and  influences,-  bldT- 
ings  and  privileges,  that  belong  to  the  gofpelrftate,  and 
that  we  ourfelvcs  are  admitted  to :  and  this  is  a  CBfi*- 
munion  of  the  dolt  excellent,  honourable  and  heavenly 
nature,  richly  worth  your  coining  Into;  it  being  in  rea¬ 
lity  a  communion  with  God  the  Father  himfdf  in  all 
the  bleffings  of  his  love,  which  are  communicated  tor 
us  through  Jefus  Chrifli,  his  eternal  Son;  and  with  this 
dear  Son  of  the  Father  in  alt  (lie  bleffings  of  his  pur- 
chafe,  as,  through  him,  we  are  thudren  and  heirs  cfGcA, 
and  joint  heirs  with  Chrijl *  (Kom.  viii.  16,  »?.}  and 
have  acceft  through  him  by  me  Spirit  to  the  Father  } 
(Eph.iu  tS.}  and  fo  .have  communion  with  the  holy 
Spirit  too,  in  all  his  graces  and  comforts,  (2  Cor.  xiii. 
14.)  which  is  the  earneft  pi  the  heavenly  inheritance  $ 
where  we  fhall  have  the  molt  intimate  and  blisful  com¬ 
munion  with  the  Jacred  three  in  all  their  glory  for  c* 
ver. 

4.  And  our  aim  in  writing  thefe  great  things  to  you 
is  that  ye  may  have  a  folnds  of  fdid  fatisfa&ion.  and 
rejoicing  in  this  delightful  and  holy  communion,  which 
.makes  up  the  noble  ft  p lea  fur  c  we  are^capatile.  of,tiH  it 
be  perfected  in  heaven. 

J.  'Now,  in  order  to  your  having  the  joy  of  this  et- 
ent  communion,  and  being  partakers,  of  aU-tbebleft- 
ings  of  it,  ye  ought  to  know  what  God  is,  and  who 
they  are  that  IhaU  inherit  this  grand  promife  (*  •**?***«• ) 


Gh.ii 


ttt'Firft  Bpyilt  sf  J  o  H  N  ptrapbrafed* 


lif 


and  declare  nl^ 
tu  YO14  that  God 
U  fight*  and  30 
h\m  is  D9  dork* 
nets  at  &LU 


6^  r«j 

that  we  have 
fdlowfliip  ViA 
iirn,  and  Walk 
in  darkneG,  wo 
Ik,  and  do  not 
the  truth  i 


7  Hat  If  we 
taalkintheliglit, 
as  he  km  tji* 

ikht>  we  hate 
Feu  ourfljip  nut 
tvitH  another, 

and  the  blood  of 

Jcfii^  Chriil  bit 
>i»>  n  t'kiwdVth 
us  from  all  Hu* 


of  eternal  life.  (Chap.  &  25.)  and  the  fam  of  that 
do&rine  concerning  "his  nature  and  perfections,  which 
we  ourfeltes  bare  h£ard  from  the  mouth  of  our  Lord 
in  his  miniftration  upon  earth,  and  which,  as-hb-Hicf- 
fengers,  we  puMiih  to  you,  is  this,  that  God  is:  an  ah- 
folntely  perfefl  fpiiit,  (Matth.  v.  48.  and  John  iv.  14.) 
infinite' in  wjfdoni,  purity,  bleflednefs  and  gltny,  and 
in  alt  other  adorable  excellencies,  that  can  he  compre¬ 
hended  -in  an  idea  of  the  mod  Hluftrious,  amiable  and 
hil-penet rating  light  •,  and  in  him  there  is  hot  the  leaft 
defied  of  any  kind,  or  mixture  of  any  thing  contrary, 
or  unfuitable  to  his  perfect  Re&itude,  who  utterly  ab¬ 
hors  all  iniquity.  (See  Ha  bait.  i.  13.  and  Pf.  ▼.  4, 

5*) 

6*  It  is  therefore  h  plain  conference  from  hence* 
Aar  if  my  of  QSy  who  Bear  the  Chriftian  name^  prCEend 
to  be  admitted  to  comfortable  communion  with  God* 

h 

and  hope  of  enjoying  him,  who  is  fo  unfpottedly  pure 
and  holy;  and  if*  at  the  fame  time,  we  lire  tn  the 
practice  of  any  known  (in,  which  involves  ignorance 
and  error,  and  is  the  worft  of  all  darknets  in  us,  (Aom* 
xiii,  n, -and  Eph.  v.  9s)  but  is  open  to  his  all* feeing 
eye;  (Heb*  iv,  13.}  wcare  inG  Deere  tn  that  profdlioat 
and  p raff  1  call y  give1  the  lie  to  it,  and  in  words  deny  it; 
(Tit.  L  l6»)  and  wc  fpeak  and  aft  in  dtreft  contradifti- 
od  to  the  nature  and  . will  of  God,  who  is  truth  itfelf, 
and  to  the  whole  tenor  and  defign  of  the  gofpd*  revela¬ 
tion*  or  of  his  word,  which  is  truth;  (John  xviu  17*) 
yea,  direftly  contrary  to  the  very  nature  and  trut(i  of 
things,  which  render  it  impofiible  that  rightcoufnefi 
fhotild  have  any  fellowfhip  with  unrighteoufncls,  or 
light  with  darkndSs  (2  Cor*  vj*  14.) 

7.  But  if,  according  to  our  profeffioi),  we  as  children 
of  light  (-1  ThelT  v*  5.)  do  indeed  live  and  walk,  under 
the  guidance  and  influence  of  the  fpirit,  in  ways  of 

truth  and  holincfoj  in  the  light  of  gofpei-  revelation,  and 
in  rcfemblance  of  him,  who  dwells  in  immortal  light, 
(1  Tim*  VK  1 6i)  and  has  faid,  hi  ye  My ;  fir  I  am  help 
( i  Pet.  i.  16.)  we  then  have  the  beft  of  all  communion, 
he  with  us,  and  we  with  him,  in  which  all  true  belie* 
vers  (bare  as  fellow  Chriftinns  :  and  one  greht  bleffing, 
and  even  the  foundation  of  this  communion  is,  that  the 
precious  stoning  blood  of  Jefus  Chrilt,  who  is  both  the 
anointed  Saviour  and  the  eternal  eminently  beloved 
Son  of  the  Father,  is  continually  efficacious  for  clean¬ 
ing  us  from  the  guilt*  condemnation  and  power  of  all 
our  lias;  and,  ar  length,  from  all  remaining  defile¬ 
ment 


th.l 
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8  If  wc  fay 

* 

thitv<bavc  no 
fin,  we  deceive 
our  lelvej,  and 
rhe  cruth  fo  not 
in  us. 


Q  tf  we  co ft- 

Ms  our  fin*,  he 
is  faithful  and » 
juft  co  forgive 
us  our  fins*  and 
to  da  &  nfe  in 
from  aHuurigh- 
Uouf nclfr 


10  If  We  fay 
that  webave  not 
,  finned*  we  make 
him  a  liar*  and 
hit  word  ia  not 
in  i»i 


i 


ment  and  in-being  bf  fin,  which,  for  his  fake*  Arall  he 
iiuirely  purged  away,  and  have  no  more  place  in  us. 
or  bad  effeds  upon  us ;  but  we  fhall  be  as  like  as  pof* 
fible  to  him,  when  vte  fhall  fee  him  as  be  ij,  {chap.  111.2.) 

8.  However*  as  fin  came  into  the  world  with  iis,  and 
can’t  lie  utterly  extirpated  till  we  dieoutorit,  if  any  of 
us*  who  pretend  to  he  clcanfed  by  the  blood  of  ChnJt, 
are  fo  ignorant,  proud  and  vaift,  as  to  imagine  that,  in 
this  prefent  ftate  of  weaknefs  and  mortality  by  realou 
of  fin*  we  are  fo  thoroughly  cltanfed  from  it,  as  to  have 
no  remainders  of  h$  workings  in  us,  we  certainly  de¬ 
ceive  our  own  fouls  ;  and  neither  the  truth  of- God's 
word*  which  abundantly  declares  the  contrary,  nor  any 
true  light  of  knowledge,  grace  or  holinefais  found  in  us. 

9,  If,  on  the  other  hand,  we,  under  a  humbling  tmfij 

of  our  imperfections  and  many  difallowed  failures,  ac¬ 
knowledge  our  tranfgreflions  to  the  Lord,  and  confcfs 
them  with  faith  in  ChrifTs  propitiatory  facrifice  for  the 
forgivenefs  of  them,  and  with  penitential  frame  and 
contrition,  abhorrence  of  them,  and  full  purpofe  of  heart, 
by  his  grace,  to  forfake  them,  (Prov.  xxviii.  13.)  as  all 
the  iniquities  of  Ifracl  were  confefled  over  the  head  nf 
the  fcape  goat,  and  they  afflifted  their  fouls  in  rcflcGion 
upon  them,  (Lev.  xvu  21,  29,  30.)  he  is  fo  true  and 
faithful  to  his  promife  to  the  redeemer,  and. to  thofe 
that  believe  in  him  ;  {Ifa.  iiiL  11.  and  Heb.  viii.  12.) 
and  is  fo  juft  to  the  merit  of  his  Wood,  (Rom.  iiu  26.) 
as  for  his  fake  freely  to  pardon  all  our  fins  of  omilhon 
and  commUTion,  in  thought,  word,  and  deed,  and  pur^e 
our  conferences  from  guilt  j  and  to  clean ft:  us  from  the 
reigning  power  and  defilement  of  alt  our  iniquities  by 
the  landtificatiou  of  the  fpirir*  which  was  purchafedby 
the  blood  of  his  Son  to  purifyour  hearts  and  lives,  that 
we  may  be  fit  for  commumou  with  him  in  this  world, 
till  we  be  prefented  fault  lefs  before  the  prefence  of  his 
ghty  with  exceeding. joy  in  the  world,  to confet  (Jade  ver. 


24.)  - 

10,  If,  after  all,  we  aflert  that  we  have  not  tram- 
grefitd  the  law, of  God,  fo  as  to  need  pardon  through 
the  blood;  and  landification  -by  the>pirit  of  Chriit, 
we,  in  effed,  makeGodhimfcifa  liar,  as  we  therein 
deny  the  truth  of  what  be  has  fahf  in  his  word/  which 
.  pronounces  on  rbe  whole  race  of  mankind,  that  all  have 
finned^  and  ccme  fiort  of  the  glory  cf  :G&h  (Rom.  iii. 
■  23.)  an<|  wethercby  fliew  that  the  tnith  rf  the  .gofpel 
has  no  place  in  us,  the  very  nature  of  which  fuppofrs 
us  to  be  finner*,  and  is  deGgned  to  bring  us  to  a  hum¬ 
ble,  penitent  eorifeffioD  of  fin  \  (ref*  9.)  and  to  faith  in 
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the  Redeemer's  blood  for  the  remiflion  of  it,  (ver*  7.) 
and  for  vjfkdry  over  it  til]  we  flnll  be  completely  deli¬ 
vered  from  the  whole  of  fin  in  that  heavenly  fentfaUm% 
inte  which  nothing  fbatt  enter  that  defies  f  or  works  a * 
beminaiion>  tf*  makes  d  fie*  (Rev,  uci*  27,) 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

What  incdnteftiWe  evidence  have  we  from  faithful  eye  and  eat  witaefles  of 
the  truth  of  the  gofpel-revelation,  concerning  thrift  and  the  benefits  brought 
in  by  him  !  And  what  a  bleffed  communion  are  true  believers  hereby  led  into 
with  God  the  Father,  arid  his  only  begotten  Son,  who  a>  a  divine  perfon  was  e- 
rer  living  with  him*  and  as. t hr  incarnate  Saviour  is  the  author  of  eternal  life  to 
them  *  And  O  the  fulhcfe  of  joy  that  abounds  i it  them,  vfrbo  are  partakers  of 
thefe  bWfftugs  t  But  as  God  is  infinitely  pure  and  holy,,  and  poflefled  of  all  ex¬ 
alted  and  amiable  petfe^ons,  that  cai>  go  into  the  notion  of  the  mo/t  ilhiftrioiis 
light,  and  is  a  hfo Jut  cl  y  abhorrent  of  all  iniquity,  and  free  from  every  kind  of  dr* 
feet  j  it  U  vain  felMelufioh,  anddiretfly  contrary  to  him,  to  his  word,  teethe 
nature  of  things,  and  to  the  truth  of  thegofpel,  for  any  who  live  in  &  courfeof 
tin*  which  is  the  worft  of  all  darbnefs,  to  imagine,  or  pretend#  that  theyhave 
communion  with  him.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  as  vain  and  fetf-deoeirng, 
and  as  directly  giving  the  he  to  Cod  himfelf,  in  the  declarations  of  his  word* 
for  any  to  think  or  Iky,  that  they  ape  inti  rely  free  from  alt  remainder  of  fin  in 
this  frail  and  mortal  /fate*  .  Rut  if,  with  bumble  acknowledgements  of  indwell* 
jog  tin  and  of  our  need  of  a  Savioutymd  with  faith  in  Him*wc  coniekntioufiy  con* 
fefs  and  depart  from  all  iniquity,  and  walk  under  the  guidance  and  influence 
of  the  Spirit*  in  the  light  of  truth  add  holinefs*  conformable  to  the  nature*  will 
And  commandments  *of  God,  who  U  %ht,  we  really  have  communion  with 
him,  a  fundamental  part  of  which  is,  that  the  infinitely  precious  blood  of  thrift, 
his  brio-Ved  Son,  is  e fled ualiy  applied  to  us  for  the  remiflion  of  all  our  flue,  and 
for  fi:bduing  their  power  in  us;  And  God  is  fo  faithful  to  his  promile,  and  juft 
to  the  merit  of  his  Son*  as  to  pafsby  our  tranfgreflions  for  his  fake,  and  gradu¬ 
ally  fan&tfy  and  cleanfe  us  from  all  iniquity:  till,  at  length#  in  a  better  world, 
tv,;  fMU  “  be  holy,  and  without  bleniifli;  not  having  fpot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any 
fuch  thing/* 


e 


C  H  AT.  II; 

*■ 

■  + 

The  Apbfile  directs  believers  to  the  advocacy  and  atdTiemeht  of  Chrifi  for 
help  and  relief  a  gain fl  Jtnful  infirmities  ^  a.  Dcfcribes  the  effeds 

of  a  Caving  knowledge  of  and  union  with  bimy  as  productive  rf obt* 
llimce  and  love  to  the  brethren ,  3 — i  1  *  Addrejfes  Chnjtians  under  the 
Virions  charade  rS  of  little  children  f  young  men  and fathers ,  12 — 14* 
Cautions  them  all  dgainfi  an  inordinate  love  of  this  world  add  anti - 
chrifiian  errors^  x  f — 23*  And  encourages  them  to /land  fa/Hn  the 
faith  and  hotmefs  of  the  gofpelf  according  to  the  light  and  influence 
of  the  fpirittial  undiont  which  they  had  received *  24—29*. 
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Text. 


7  a  r  1  r  b  it  i  s  e. 


ilfc/TT  Ihtfe 

iTichildrfn, 

thel'c  thing) 
write  I  unto  you 
that  ye  fin  nor* 
And  if*anyiniit 
fin*  itc  have  an 
advocate  with 
tbe  Karher*  Jc- 
fus  CJiriii  the 
righteous : 


^  Ancllie  is  the 
propitiation  f(»r 
our  fitn :  and 
not  for  ours  on- 
!v;  bqr.alfo  for 
#jot  jins  &f  the 
whole  wurldt 


t.  'T'HE  ctefign  of  what  I  have  thus  far  wrote 
L  is  to -caution  you*  whom  I  eonfider  with  all 
affection,  endearment  and  rend  erne  ft,  as  though  ye 
were  the  young  offspring  of  my  own  bowels,  *  to  take 
heed  of  giving  way  to  any  known  iniquity,  or  of  falling 
into  it  thro1  furprize  or  temptation,  much  more  of  li¬ 
ving  in  tht  pra&ice  of  it :  and  it  is  with  this  further 
view,  that,- as  we  all  have  finned,  and  remainders  of 
corruption  Hill  attend  us;  (thap.  i.  &*  roi)  fo,  to  pre¬ 
vent  your  defpairing  of  mercy  on  that  account,  ye  may 
eonfider  that,  +  when  any  of  us,  who  believe,  fall* 
through  infirmity  and  temptation,  into  one  or  another 
t ran fg re dinn,  {For  there  is  not  a  juft  man  upon  earth 
that  d$ih  gbod}  and finneth  not ,  -Ecclefi  vii.  20*)  we  have 
a  glorious  and  ever  prevailing  intcrctffor  to  plead  our 
c.mfe  with  his  and  our  father;  the  judge  of  all,  (Hch» 
xii,  23*)  aguinft  the  charges  of  law  and  juftice*  and  the 
a  ecu  fa  no  ns  of  Satan,  that  our  iniquities  may  not  be 
charged  and  punifhed  upon  us  according  to  their  defer t$, 
nor  be  fuffered  to  prevail  and  reign  in  us,  as  they  do  in 
others  :  and  this  advocate  is  no  left  than  JcfuS  Chrift, 
the  Lord  cur  righteazt/nefs^  (Jer.  xxiii.  6*}.  who  is  per- 
feftly  holy  and  righteous  in  himfelf,  and  has  wrought 
out  an  everiafting  righteoufhefc  for  us,  which  he  pre* 
fents  before  the  throne  in  his  interceflion  on  our  behalf* 
2.  And  we  may  fafely  depend  upon,  and  take  the 
comfort  of  his  intereftwith  God  the  Father  for  us,  as 
all  h  is  advocacy  is  founded  on  the  effe&ual  atonement 
he  has  made  to  the  fdji  fatisfiOionof  divine  juft  ice, 
that  we  may  he  forgiven  all  trefpafles,  and  none  of  them 

,  .  may 


O 

*  M j  little  children  U  an  appellation 
by  which  ouv  upoftte often  addreifes  the 
wtiole  body  of  theft  Cbriftians,  and  fo 
it  w  inertly  to  be  undeHtomt,  not  as  a 
term  of  ri j fthi (It i q ti  of yeung^r and  wea¬ 
ker  from  older  and  ftronger  believer^! 
a*  in  vcr.  t 2.  1 3.  {fee  the  note  there}  but 
as  a  term  of  temlernefs  and  endear¬ 
ment,  as  our  bleOed  Lord  hlmfelTded 
it  to  bis  dtfciplcs,  John  xiii<  33?  and 
perhaps  many  whom  the  wrote 

to  were  converted  b y'  his  miaiftry, 
which  engaged  bis  mod  affectionate 
li>Y*  tO;tbbnj;  and  as  be  was  by  this 
tune  iil  old  man,  it  was  the  more  de- 


T  E  S. 

cent,  qftd  befitting  his  age*  ft*  /peak  t# 
all  belief errunder  this  title. 

j  _  ■ 

f  The  particle  f«?)  rendered  //fre¬ 
quently  fignifics  wheat  and  particularly 
in  the  ftiJt  ofonF  apolift,  inn  [obn  xii. 
(fee  the  note  then?}  and  xiv*  g*  and 

7.  And  Calvin;  op  this  place* 

thinks,  thatdt  ought  to  be  refolved  in¬ 
to  a  can  fat  pa  rticie, '  beeftu  fc  it  caimn  t 
be  but  tli at  we  Aumld  fis  i  lad  fo  the 
apo&Je  confirms  what  he, had  been  fay¬ 
ing,  chip.  i:  8-  abbot  fia^s  remaining  in 
true  belief  ert  tktinfelves,  who  arc  far 
from  being  perftdfc  in  ; 


Cb.  iu  '  $2#  firjt  Efijt-k  cf  J.o  a  w  pur&pbrafe <k '  xfv 


3  And  hereby 
wdo  know  that 
we  know  bira,  it' 
W  HwuA* 

muulioeBca. 


4  He  that  faith, 
IknavvUirti>and 
keepeth  not  hU 
cnrti  mandmerm* 
n  a  Ttar,  aodthe 
truth  ii  out  L  in 
btm- 


5  Bnt  vhnlb 
kcepcthhisworJ 
in  hi*n  verily  is 
the  love  ofGod 
p^riedted  there¬ 
by  kuo'V  \v*e 
that  vre  are  in 

him* 


may  hare  dominion  over  us ;  and  h&  atoirement  i$  not 
only  for  oor  ifim,  who  are  of  JewUh  ext  rad,  utmL  havq 
'Already  believed  \  but  alfo  for  the  fins,  not  iptfcgd  pf 
the  whoie  raee  of  mankind,  Gnce  he  prays  not  fbr  tfrqm 
all  univerfully*  (Job  xvii*  9*)  and  multitudes  of  thritt 

J>eriflwti  and  by  their  iniquities  ;  but  tor  the  fins  ofaii| 
brwhom  be  is  anadvooaie(yer<t.)and;who  do,orlhalI 
hereafter  beli^re  in  ihim, {John  xvii*  totj  even  Gentiles* 
as  well  as  Jews,  wherefoever  .they  be  fc altered  abroad 
through  the  whole  world*  (See  tbe  notes  km  John  L 
izp*  and  i»,  16,) 

3,  And  it  is  evident  to  us,  that  We  have  a  true  and 
laving  knowledge  *  of  Chritt,  which,  includes  fairh  in 
him  and  love  to  him,  if  it  has  a  powerful  influence  to 
engage  us  unto  a  fincere,  cheerful  and  unreferred  obe^ 
dience  to  whatever  he  has  commanded*  botfr^uTthp 
precept*  of  the  moral  law,  and  in  the  i  nil  i  tut  ions  of  the 
gofpet.  {John  xv-  14,} 

4.  Whoever  he  be  that  pretends  to  fay,  f.  I  h^ve 
known,  loved  andbeliercd  in  him,  and  have  had  com* 
munion  with  him,  {chap,  i,  6.)  and  yet  makes  no  con- 
Icience-aif  keeping  his  holy  commtndments!  that  man 
fpcaks  what  is  utterly  fallen  andmeonfiftent  with  his  c* 
ver -having  hail  an  tffe£lual  knowledge  of  him  :  he 
gives  the  lie  to  bisown  profeflion,  and  to  the  word  of 
God;  and  there  is  neither  hRcerity  in  bis  affertiud* 
nor  the  truth  of  grace,  or  of  the  gofpel  in  his  heart- 
5>  But  whoever  duly  regards,  holds  /aft  and  careful* 
ly  obferves  the  doftrires,  ordinances  and  duties  contain* 
ed  in  the  word  of  the  Lord,  he  is  undoubtedly  under 
the  eminently  governing  influence  of  that  fin  cere  and 
■fapreme/Jovc  to  Gpd,  which,  under  a  fenfe  of  his  dove, 
conftraihvhirri  to  keep  his  commandments,  and  not 
count  them  grievous*  (chap*  v*  3*  and  fee  the  noteoni 
chap* dv,  ta.)  when  it  is  thus  with  us,  we  are  hereby 
well  allured,  that  we  are  vitally  united  to  Chritt,  and 
itucrelicd  ih  ilt.his  benefits. 

.1 1  64  Keeping 


W  O  T  E. 

•  Knowledge  is  foutfitinie^puef^,  or  though:  b*  be  Dot  txprefly  racDtioTieJ 
h  at  leaft  IncUliva  of  f^Uh,  *3  iji.  Ifa*,  no^aiu  lit  either  of  them;  and  yet  he  im 
liii  t amt  Joho  xyiu  3  rrvi  it  other*  plainly  poijited  out  in  ver.  b 
of  ^pprobafibji*  orWe;  (feethd  note  t  1  know  Mtnto  In  the  Greek  (fy-voxst,/ 
on  M atrh/vli*  13.)  Jtndour context  Uuds  I  havt  him:  And  tbc  ApoIU^ 

m  m  isoderftaad  Tt.ditre  «>ffucfc  a  fidk*  .faying  that  if  be,  who  pretends  to  this 
old*  affectionate,  and  practical  know*  '.htrpt  net  his  cwt  mandate  fttu  hfiso  h*rt 
n  Is  neceiTary  tiifellovrftnp  With’  the  troth  is  not  iff  Wfflj  iiftilDAtes 
€h rift  and  a  perflmai  intcrM  Itt'WhS  .'tbit  lie  never  hid’  the  true  knot rtcdgB 
pro  pi  cIae  ioi*-—  And  that  Chrtffc  is  the  of  Chrill,  or  the  truth  of.  faith-  or  of  a* 
perfoab^e  referred  to,  appears  front  ny  other  grace  ia  bim*  but  was  A  hypo- 
bis  btirtg  tbc  immediate  antecedent;  critical  profcflSir ;  otlierwifc  it  would 
accordingly  I  take  Irim  to  be  meant  all  certainly  have  hud  a  better  tffeflupOEL 
along  ia.  the  three  following  verfes,  him* 


The  Firfi  EpiJlU  ef  J  o  ri  if  *  p&faphr&fe'd* 


Cb-  it. 


6Hetbatfa!th 
Ke  abide  tli  ia 
bin,  onebtbim- 
felf  slifli  fij  tff 
*»lk,eren  »b« 

iraikc4&i 


7  Brethren,  I 
■write  ne  new 
cotninandmcnt 
nnTt>  you.but  an 
old  command4- 

tnent  whici*  ye 

Ii’atl  fnrtn  the  be- 
gtniTiR,  tTic  aid 

cam  mandment 
is  the  word 
which  7*  have 
heard  from  the 
be|iMu'm^ 


,S  A  (fain,  a  new 
ccinuriandpient 
I  wmeuntoj on, 
which  thing  is, 
true  in  hiln  and 

in  you--  bccaufr 

.#  -  , 

the  darkfiefo  if 
pa  It,  and  '  the 

rriie  light  now 
Jhircrlk* 


6.  Keeping  his  word  ia  Co  clofeiy  connefted  with  our 
union  and  communion  with  him,  that  every  one  who 
profeffes  a fpecial  in  ter  eft  in  him,  as  one  that  dwells  in 
him,  (John  vi.  56-]  and  would  make  it  out  to  himfelf 
and  others,  is  indifpenfibly  obliged  to  live  and  aft  in 
the  courle  of  his  conver  Cation  after  ChrifVs  own  er- 
ample,  and  to  tread  in  his  Heps,  by  a  holy  and  humble 
imitation  of  him,  {1  Pet.  iL  21*) 

7;»  In  my  fo  earneftly  p  re  (Eng  you,  dear  Chrifttan 
brethren,  to  an  imitation  of  Chrift,  and  that  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  great  duty  of  lore,  which  1  am  in  a  fpccial 
manner  going  to  recommend  to  you,(Tei\  8 — 1  f*}l  don’t 
write  about  any  commandment  that  is  chtirdy  new*, 
but  remind  you  of  a  divine  precept,  which,  for  the  Tub* 
fiance  of  it,  was  delivered,  as  of  perpetual  obligation  , 
long  ago,  even  as  long  as  the  begin  mg  of  the  QJdTtf* 
tamem-revelation  y  and  which  ye  were  taught,  with  ad¬ 
ditional  light  and  enforcements,  at  the  firJi  publication 
of  the  gofpel  among  you,  (See  the  note  on  John  xiii. 
34.)  this  ancient  commandment,  which  is  contained 
in  the  law  given,  by  Mofes,  (Lev.  six.  17.  18.)  and  in- 
force^  by  our  blcflcd  Lord  in  the  begin  rng  of  his  mini- 
.ftry,  is  what  ye  heard  in  the  word,  that  was  preached 
to  you  at  your  very  firft  believing,  aud  entering* 'upon 
the  profeflimi  of  his  narpt. 

■  8,  But  to  give  you  a  larger  and  ftilf  more  finking 

view  of  it, l  now  again  write  to  explain  the  excellent  duty 
of  brotherly  love  ;  and  to  inculcate  it  upon  you  under 
new  obligations,  motives,  encouragements,  a (E fiance? 
and  endear ments,  to  m force  itr  and  ra  raife  it  to  a  high* 
er  degree  of  fpiritual,  extehfive  and  cordial  affc£t ion, ac¬ 
cording  to  Ch rifles  new  injunction  of  it,  (Match'.  v*  43* 
44,)  than  ever  was  known  of  praftifed  before  y  andf 
with  regrad  thereunto  it  may  be  called  a  new  com¬ 
mandment,  which  is  eminently  copied  out  with  the 
greatefl:  truth  and  evidence  in  Chrift,  who  ill  his  tran- 
fceridciu  love  has  fet  you  the  higheft  example  of  ir,  and 
which  is  imitated  to  a  good  degree  in  you,  who  are 
taught  of  God  to  love pne  another;  (r  ThefT.  iv.  9,) 
beeaufe  the  d^rknefs  of  the  OldTeftamcnt  difpenfationy 
and  of  yo'ur  former  ftate-of  ignora nee, error  and  liti  pa f- 
fts  awayr  {xxfxyrr**]  and  in  great  mtafure  is  over  and 
pone*  and  the  dear  light  of  the  truth  of  the  gofpd  in 
che  revelation  it  make»  of  Chrift,  who  ib  by  way  of 
eminence  the  true  light 9  (John  u  'jkJ  is  now  difplayed 
m  its  full  glory,  and  Ihiiieff  in  your.  hearts.  (2  Cor. 

IV*  <L) 


is  in  darfcncfr 
even  until  aov, 


in  Me  Chat 
letetb  his  bro¬ 
ther  abidetb  iit 
the  light*  and 
there  it  none  cr¬ 
eation  of  Hum- 
frUnz'iD  him- 


CJ».  »•  7%i  Ttrjt  Ep'tfiU  ef  John  paraphrafld,  i  jJ 

9  He  thatfaith  9.  He  therefore  who  profeflee  to  believe  the  gofpel, 
{*.* .  “  '  j  ’ **  end  to  be  enlightened  in  the  knowledge  of  CbrUc,  and 
eth  hU  broths  purified  by  that  means*  and  at  the  fame  time  j$  under 

the  power  of  an  uncharitable*  malicious  and  revengeful 
temper  towards  bis  ChriRian  brother,  h  a  ftrangcr  to 
evangelical  tight  and  grace,  and  remains  in  a  Hate  of 
fin  and  error*  which  is  rhe  word  of  all  darknefe,  to  this 
very  da?- 

10.  On  the  contrary*  the  believer  who  has  a  cordial 
affe&ionare  love  to  his  brother  for  Chaffs  fake*  in  i- 
mitation  of  him*  under  the  constraints  of  his  love*  and 
in  obedience  to  his  commands*  really  is,  and  (hews  that 
he  continues  to  be* enlightened  and  renew’d  by  the  gracq 
of  the  gofpel  according  to  his  profeQion  of  it  %  and  there 
is  no  room  for  caking  offence  at  him*  who  lays  nojfum* 
bling-block  before  his  brethren*  nor  is  apt  to' take  of¬ 
fence  at  them*  nor  will  any  difficulties  he  may  meet 
with*  in  the  way  of  his  duty*  be  a  Rumbling-block  to 
himfdf,  to  hinder  his  cheerfully  permitting  in  it:  for 
gnat  peace  have  thy  that  love  God's  Zaw*  and  nothing 
Jball  offend  them*  (PC  cxiar*  165-) 

ii-  Bit*  as  1  fiid  before*  (ver-  9,)  and  now  repeat 
it*  the  more  deeply  to  imprefs  it  upon  pur  confdenccs* 
every  profeflbr  of  Chart's  name  that  harbours  a  fevere 
unfriendly  difpofmon*  and  indulges  prejudices  in  his 
heart  againft  his  brother,  is  Kill  in  an  tin  regenerate 
Rate*  deftitutc  of  favtng  knowledge*  and  under  the  pow¬ 
er  of  fin  ;  and,  be  his  pretences  what  they  will*  ht  here¬ 
by  (hews  that  he  goes  on  in  fuch  errors  and-evil  courict 
as  are  fptritual,  dark  nefs  itfelf  ;  and  doth  notuiiderftand 
the  way  that  leads  to  eternal  life*  or  the  way  in  which 
he  (houRl  walk  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  his  own  and 
others  good  ;  nor  doth  he  difeern  and  confider  the  &d 
tendency  and  difmal  cnnfcqueRce  of  his^perntetous  fen* 
ri  merits  and  prnQices*  hecaufe  of  the  natural  blind nefe 
of  his  heart;  (l£ph,  iv»  is*  and  2  Cor,  iv*  3.  4-) 

12.  The  admonitions,  cautions  and  encouragements 
which  I  have  given*  cfpecially  about  the  great  duty  of 
love,  and  (hall  Rill  farther  give  you*  are  fuch  as  equally 
concern  you  all*  whatever  be  the  different  degrees  of 
your  gifts  and  graces*  or  of  your  rank  and  (landing  in 
Chriflianity.  As  to  thofe  of  you  that  are  young  con¬ 
verts*  or  for  weaknefs  of  faith  and  underfUndinp,  and 
all  other  religious  attainments  are  but  as  babes  in  Chrift* 
(1  Cor,  iii.  1*)  f  and  arc  apt  to  be  mightily  concerned 

1 3  about 

NOTE* 

4  Bega,  Pi  Tea  tor,  aud  many  ex  poll-  the  Apoftle  don’t  beppn  Uii  diftribtlka 
tort  following  them,  apprehend  that  of  Chrilliani  iato  tlie  fcvcril  clailea  of 

fathers' 


ti  Bathe  that 
hatethlii*  bro¬ 
ther,  i*  in  dark- 
tic  ft,  and  walk- 
eth  in  darkaefa, 
and  knuweth 
not  whither  he 
gwh,  becanfe 

that  darkucij 
)i  wK  blinded  Ilia 
rjr«- 


ii  I  write  un¬ 
to  you,  little 
children*  be¬ 
cause  your  Una 
a  vc  forgi  ve  dvuu 
for  his  aamv« 
fake. 


Ch.  in 


m 


I JI  writt^n- 
t o  you*  father®) 

heciufe  r* 
knt*n  bWtb&t 

jf _  trwifr  the  be¬ 
ginning,  1  write 
in*  to  pbjntuig 
men,  beuiTfe  je 

hive  overcome 
■ 

the  wicked  one* 
1  write  unto 
you,  little  ch|l- 
.  d  rr  n,  beem  fe  #ye 
have  known  die 

Father* 


The  Firft  EpiJIU  of  John  paraphrafed. 

about  pardon  of  fin,  as  little  cliIMren  commonly  are 
about  forgiwenefs  from  tbelr  offended  parent  6 ;  I  write 
to  you,  beciufe,  though  your  -faith  be  ever  lb  weak, 
yet,  being  fincere,  all  your  trefpafics,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  Wronger  believers,  are  freely  forgiven  of  God,  (Col. 
11.  13.)  for  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  hia  grace,  and  for 
the  fake  of  Jefus  Chrift,  through  the  merit  of  bin  a- 
tontng  blood,  in  whofe  name  this  great  benefit  has 
been  preaehed,  and  1b- conveyed  to  you.  (Luke  xxiv. 
47.  and  Ads  xili.  38,)  Ye  therefore  fhould  Jove  much 
becaufe  much  la  forgiven  you.  (Luke  vii,  47.} 

13,  14.  As  to  thofe  Of  you  that  are  pf  tong  ftapding 
in  Chrillianity,  and  have  attained  a  large  (lock  of 

knowledge  and  experience,  like  old  met)  and  fathers, 
who  delight  to  hear  and  fpeak  of,  fearch  into,  and  re- 

fle$ .  upon  antient  things ;  I  write  to  you,  fathers  in 
Chrift,  becaufe  ye  have-been  a  great  while  acquainted 

with,  and  your  thoughts  are  , much  employed  about  the 

Antient  of  Days,  .(-Dan.  vii.  0.)  •  even  God  the  Father 
and  hia  .co- eternal  Son,  (1  John  i.  1.)  together  with 
their  eternal  countels  and  defigns  according  to  |hcgof- 
pel  revelation  of  them.  Ye  therefore,  whofc  hearts 
are  (b  much  taken  up  with  the  eternal  love  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther  and  Son,  ought  to  abound  in  the  excrctle  of  this 
grace.  As  to-thole  of  you,  who,  for  zeal,  aftirity  and 

0  '  ’  **  ^  1  T  ’  '■  ’  c  /r  1 

fpintuu 

T  E. 

batter  divided* -fo  as  .to  pin  twn  third? 
of  tbc  former  part  of  tne  (Jth  to  the 
Wh  verfe,  and  the  laft  clanfe  of  tbi 

r  m  + 

jjjth  to  the  (4tb,  or  to  begin  the  14th 
verlc  wttbtfeat  eta  life,  the  natural  or* 


V  P 

;fa  fliers*- young  men,  and  little  children, 
■till  he  entries  to  the  next  vtrft,  bee  info 

the  Graek  wool,  (rnridi)  here  rendered 
little  children,  fa' different  from  that  in 
the  origin  ah  which  fa  fo  ren- 

iU**d  jb  the  13th  verfc*  Hut  this  criti* 
tifoi,  I  d?ubt(  hfcurccfftHifhtit  to  fnp 
jwirit  it's  defign,  fince  the  laft  of  thrfe 
word*  (iJao^a)  lifed,  var>  18, 

Ipixu  xxu  j.  in  the  Janie  fenfc  as 
the  firft  is  hi  fcveral  other  parts 

of  this  epiftlc:  .  I  therefore  rather  in- 
jClins  w  think  that  they  a  re ‘here  stiiilm 
theUth  .Yecfetubc  taken,  Carrying 
mneb  the  fame  meaning,  to  deCcribe  the 
.  Jower  rarik  of  Ch  r!lt  tans ;  siid  tha^the 
Apoftlc  begins  bis  diftinctifm  of  fhe  fe* 
"veral  ogts  of  bcliete^  in  thfa.veKe* 
^and  repeaw.it  ^nft  in  tbc  fame  ni^srtin 

:ithe  twofaUpwgnv^crfes,  whirl* appear* 

irtbre  natural,  than  to  (uppbfc  .  that  he 
.IdmpslitrJc  chiirffefl,  and  mention;  only 
^fathers^d  .  Tfiopg-meo  in 

the  fevers t  rarifcs  ufChrr- 
^tTankriff)r  j^jiicb.  as  iar  xs  1  lec,  no  good 

ibe  £i«n.  "  And  /were-  the 


f  the  #Vppft  I leeway  of  ranging  thefe 
ent  degrees  of  Chriftians  would 
appeared  with  more  propriety 
and  (KflcWb^And  m  whdthe  writes 
to,fchcm  ieverally,  there  feems  *to  be  a 
beaqttfbj  aiiudon  to  Inch  fort  of  things 
as  are  tnoft  g^tfcrally  tinted  lathe  tofts 
.of  tnstikiiid  m thtfc  differ  ent  JIbecs  of 
lift,  as  Oi  lhe  paraphrase*  at' 

cocdinj^tft  pr  Goodwill*  obfcrvation, 
[y^I  iv.  p*,f77-  part^tLoupb  be 

matted  little  children  in  thfaY^rfe  to  re* 
late  to-  Chrift  fans  In  common. 

*  Whether  *by  him  that  faJroin  tV 
bcgjpning  we  underftand  the  Father 
.ortfce  tipp/wnich  liisve  put  hath  way*, 

leaving  the  reader  fbdiis  choice;  tbc  A* 
^poftle  of  the'  exiftence  of  tbc 

.l^rfos  here  iiit ended  as  from^thc^bcgin* 

wbjfh  *n  either 'cafe, 

*was  eternally .  before  *tW 

_(Scc  t^_po»ron^h9>.ivr)J 

a.  ■  u”  g  b-  WI 

*  ■  «--s  r..k  .  ‘ 


Cfa.& 


Jo  a*  tarsfiwfvt 


HJh^JTWrtt- 
reuuutDyoa,fa~ 
thcr^  bec&ufe 
ye  have  Jcno'w'n 

Iiim  />  from 
the  beguinjug* 
I  hove  yfrit^n 
unto  Tou^n^g- 
men,  tocaa&.y* 
arc  ftrong,  sod 

the  word  of  God 
abidtib  in  you* 
and  }C  h«Tt  o* 
Tforcmne  $hc 
smfced  GB£- 


15  Lave  Got 
tbc  world,  nei¬ 
ther  the  thing* 
that  are  in  the 
world-  If.  any 
man  Itfve  the 
world,  the  love 
of  the  Father 
u  qot  in  bini. 


fpi  ritual  attainments,  are  likeyooag  men  that  are  come 
to  the  JUeagtbjmd  vigour  of  their  age*  and  fit  for  mi¬ 
litary cacploi*^£&e  Mark  xiv,  $j*)  1  write  thefe  thing* 
to  yoUi  »(^afcvbeiMilrorgin  the  iord,  and  tn  the 
power  of  hU  might*  -{Epb.  ru  10*)  yq  bate  encounter¬ 
ed,  wreflJod  againfi, -  and  obtained  glorioud  victories 
0^  your  great  adverfary  the  d evil,  that-vile>  apoftate, 
wicked  Ipkitj:  who  walks  about*  as  a  wmtng  lion,  feek- 
ing  whom  he  flu y  devour  (1  Pet*  v.  8.)  And  as  ye  are 
conquerors  only  ahroftgh  him  that  loved  you,  (Rom* 
vtii;  37;)  ye  ought  to  lore  him,  and  your  brethren  for 
his  falte.—To  impreft  thefc  things  upon  youfeverally* 
I  now  fay  again,  (fee  Gal*  i*  9*)  !  write  them  to  tbofe 
you  who  are  but  newly  born  of  God,  of  are  like 
infants,  who  ufually,  firft  of  ail*  learn  to Jku9V,gsd 
love  their  par entsj  becaufe  ye  have  been  brought  to  a 
fiducial,  affefkkmate  knowledge  of  God,  as  your  hea¬ 
venly  Father  inland  through  his  beloved  Son*  I  have 
alfb  wrote  thefe  things  ta  thofcof  you,  who,  like  fa¬ 
thers,  are -far  advanced  in  knowledge  and  grace,  by 
means  of  your  long  Andy,  pbfervauon  and  experience, 
andwho  take  plea  fa  re  in  meditating  upon  the  deep 
things  of  God  v  becaufe  ye  have  with 'great  judgement, 
faith  and' love,  under  flood:  much  of  him,  and  of  his 
purpofes  and:  contrivances  for  your  fa  1  ration,  which, 
like  bimfelf,  are  from  ever  la  fling*  (Eph.i*4.)  And 
i  have  wrote-  thefe 'things  to  thofe  of  you  who,  like 
young  men,  are  grown  up  to  maturity  in  fpi ritual 
growth  and  -liveltnefe  for  auiou  ;  becaufe,; J>eing  ftrpng 
in  the  grace  that  is  in  Chriil  jefus,  (1  Tim*  iu  1*)  aad 
Arengtbencd  with  might  by  his  fptrit  in  the  inner  man, 
(Eph,  iii*  irt*}  ye  are  enabled  to  perform  the  rnort  dif¬ 
ficult  duties,  and  the  word  of  -God,  according  to  the 
gofpcl  revelation,  has  deep  root,  and  continue*  10 
work  cfFc&ualiy  in  you;  (f  Thcfl*  iu  13.)  and  by 
wielding  this  fword  of  the  Spirit,  (Eph-vi*  17*)  with 
tl^e  hand  of  faith,  ye  have  defeated  and  gained  fignal 
ctinquefte  over  the  great  enemy  of  your  fouls,  and  all 
his  wicked  inft rumen t$  that  would  have  perverted  you, 
15*  But,  whether  your  (landing  and  progress  in  re¬ 
ligion  be  more,  or  lets*  1  would  caution  all  and  every 
one  of  you  to  take  heed,  that,  in  confidence  with  a 
fubordinate  love  which  is  due  fome  perfons  and  things, 
your  affections  be  fo  weaned  from,  and  mortified  to 
this  ptefent  evil  .world,  as  never  to  think  that  here  ia 
your  reft;  nor  to  be  entangled  with,  engrofled  by,  or 
inordinately  carried  out  after,  any  of  its  allurements, 
of  what  nature  or  kind  focyer,  as  though  your  portion 

for 
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for  happineft  lay  in  them.  If  there  be  any  amoqgyou, 
whofe  heart  is  iupremdy  fet  upop  this  world,  he  nei¬ 
ther  has  any  true  Jove  to  God,  ‘the  father  of  Chrilt  and 
of  ail  true  believers  in  him,  who  will  admit  of  no  com¬ 
petitor  or  rival,  (Match-  vi.  24.)  and  reckons  that  to  be 
iio  true  love  to  him  at  all,  which  is  not  fupreme  *  j  no; 
has  fuch  an  one  any  claim  to,  or  right  fcrife  pf  the  love 
•f  God  to  him  in  his  own  foul. 

.*?  *6.  For  how  enticing  (bevef  the  things  of  this  world 

the’lnft  d^thc  ^  to  t*1€  ^regular  dcfires  of  mens  hearts ;  whether  its 
flcJh,  and  the  pleafures,  that  are  fuited  to  gratify  lewd,  intemperate 

lull  of  the  and  luxurious  inclinations}  or  its  riches,  eftates  and 

■nd  the  firtde  of  pofleffions,  that  arc  looked  upon  with  a  greedy  wifli 

Father,  bm  is  of  covetous  eye,  vhicb  cannot  be  fatisncd  by  them  ; 
%h*  world*  '  '  (Ecqlefo  tv.  8.)  or  its  honours,  dignities  and  prefer* 

mem*,  grand  houfes,  furniture  and  equipages,  and 

the  like,  which  feed  tbcluft  of  ambition,  and  are  my 
tempting  to  the  natural  pride  of  men’s  hearts,  and  carry 
them  imo  all  the  vanity  of  a  gay*  pompoms  and  (plendid 
way  of  living  :  lb  far  forth  as  any  of  thefe  are  pervert* 
cd,  and  prove  enfnaring  to  the  affeftions  ;  this  is  not 
according  to  the  original  defig  n  of  the  Father  of  mer¬ 
cies  in  giving  them,  nor  is  it  the  product  of  bis  love 
to  his  children,  or  of  theirs  to  him  ;  no,  nor  can  he  be 
the  approver,  or  author  of  k ;  hot  it  all  proceeds  from 
the  malignant  influence  of  the  things  of  this  world  up¬ 
on  men's  carnal  hearts,  and  their  own  corrupt  inclina¬ 
tions  to  them. 


17  tb* 

worU  pajTeth  1’ 
Way,  and  the 

hi  [tt  hereof;  bur 
hrtfiHtdoth  the 
w»U'  of  God,  a* 
judeth.  fur  ever* 


4 


17*  And  (till  further  to  arm  yon  againft  all  tempta¬ 
tions,  and  take  off  all  inordinate  affections  from  things 
on  earth,  (Col,  iii*  2*)  yc  ought  to  e  on  fid  er  'what  an 
uncertain,  unfatisfytng,  fading  and  perithing  thing  this 
world  is;  that  it  is  continually  fleeting  and  changing 
hands  while  we  are  in  it ;  and  that  cyen  its  heft  things 
are  very  precarious  and  trspfitory,  and  will  Coon  come 
to  an  end  ;  and  fo  will  all  our  prefem  inclinations  ard 
dcfires  towards  it,  and  gratification*  by  its  pleafures, 
riches  and  honours,  as  we  in  a  little  time  (hall  have  no¬ 
thing  farther  to  do  with  it;' (1  Cor*  vi*  13.  andvii.  29, 
3k)  and  then  alt  that  fet  their  hearts  upon  it  (ball  pe¬ 
ri  fh  with  it.  But  the  true  lover  of  God,  who  is  wrought 
into  a  conformity  to  his  holy  will,  as  made  known  in 
ins  word  ;  'and  who,  from  a- principle  of  faith,  as  work¬ 
ing  by  love,  per  lifts  in  a  governing  courfe  of  obedience 
io  it,  is  pcffdTcd  of  fpbfbpUal,  fancying  and  abiding 

realities 
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*  TJi«  «f  the  Fattirr  may  relate  16.  and  iv,  9.  or  to  our  love  to  blip,  l^ 

rto  hb  love  to  us,  »  In  chap*  ui.  chap.  iiL  17/aad  v,  2* 
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i£  Little  cbH- 
dren,  ft  u  the 

t  * 

Uft  time:  end 
jrefiAvc  heard 
that  antichrift 
Hull  toipc,  even 
row  are  there 
rna^y  auth 
jhrijU;  where- 
by  we  know 
that  it  it  the 
Ul(  time- 


19  TJi^y  went 
out  from  it> 

r  %  4 

but  they  w$re 
pot  of  uj  j  for  if 
they  hfcdbfcn  of 
n^i  they  would 
no  doubt  have 

r  m 

too  tinned  with 
he  hot  ~t5*y 
wr/rf  fatt  that 
they  tni£bt  be 
made  m^nifeiit 
that  they  were 
nut  all  of  tu. 


realities,  stands  with  everliftbig  coatinnaftce  Id  Ac 
low  of  God,  and  in  a  ftue  of  grace,  .and  fhall  fin  far 
ever  in  full  poftelEon  of  all  durable  and.  hesypiily 
pinefs.  ■ 

18.  My  dearly  beloved  children,  (fee  the  note  on 
»ct-  i.).  it  -is  proper  for  me  to  remind  you,  that  the 
Jewifh  difpenfotion  is-juft  now  expiring,  -and  the  laft 
difpenfatura  of  grace,  which  is  to  continue  to  the  end 
of  time,  has  now  commenced:  And  as  ye  have  been 
told  in  the  prediftioos  of  our  Lord  and  his  a  pottles, 
(Matth.  xxiv.  it.  24.  2$.  2  Theft  if.  3 — 19.  and  I 
lira.  iv.  1.)  that  deceivers  would  a  rife  and  fat.  them- 
Helves  againft  him ;  even  fa,  many  of  this  malignant 
Ipirit  are  already  rifen  up  in  the  world,  as  forerunners 
of  the  utter  dcftru£fcion  of  the  Jewifh  temple  sndjgty, 
ttate  an.d  polity,  and  of  that  greatett  of  all  arittebrifts 
who  will  aflume  the  authority  of  Chrift,  and  fat  him- 
falf  up  in  oppofition  to  him,  (fee  the  note  on  3  Theft 
;i.  4.)  By  this  remarkable  event,  as  ic  now  begins  to  ap¬ 
pear,  we  may  be  well  allured  that  we  are  come  to  the 
Very  laft  hour  (*»r«)  of  the  Jewifh  ttate,  and  are  entered 
upon  the  laft  difpenfation  of  mercy,  that  God  will  ever 
afford  to  this  Gnful  .world ;  and  Vo  may  be  the  better 
confirmed  in  the  truth  of  thofa  divine  prcdi&ions,  aqd 
the  better,  fortified  againft  the  errors  of  theft  feduccrs, 
who  male  »  prafeffion  of  Chrtfttanity  to  cover  their  rile 
defigns,  but  are  really  apoftates  frpm  it. 

19.  They,  for  a  while,  made  plauiible  appearances 
of  being  fincere  converts,  and  were  in  .communion  with 
the  churches  of  Chrift;  and  afterwards  departed  from 
the  faith,  and  wont  out  from  arooogft  us  to  broach  their 
corrupt  notions;  but  they  really  never  were  In  good 

earneft  of  the  fame  ratnd  and  heart  with-  us ;  Far  if 

■ 

They  had  been  true  believers  renewed  by  grace,  and  of 
the  farnefpirit  with  purfelves,  there  is  no  queftion  to 
be  made*  but  that  they  yvnuld  flill  have  perfevered  in 
rhe  dc^trineft  of  Chrift  and  life  apoftles,  and  continued 
in  communion  with  us.  But  they  revolted  from  the 
faith  and  fdlowflnpof  the  gofpd*  and  feparated  them* 
felv«  that  they  might  appear  to  the  church  and  the 
world  in.ttirir  true  colours*  for  a  warning  to  fomet  a 
caution  to  others,  spd  a  brand  of  infamy  upon  them? 
ft! vet?,  as  mere  hypocrites  or  falfe-hearted  profdTors, 
which  con  often  creep  into  the  viGble  church;  and  that 
under  all  their  Spun dung  pretences*  it  might  be  known 
that  r.cuc  of  thor  fraternity  were  true  believers*  vitally 
united  to  Chrift  together  with  os* 

I . J  ■  ,*  1  wr  - 


10,  But 
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ioA«)»kw  %o.  'Bat  as  to  thoieof  you  tbatbav*  not  beat  cirri* 

^  away  with  their  errors,  ye  have  a  rich  tm£tioo  of  the 
■Sphnydl  .Spirit  to  his  gifts  and  graces,  which  belongs  to  yon,  as 
{kfagp.  .  kings  and  priefis  1 into  God,  (Rev.  i.  6;)  and  is  died  a* 

bandantly  upon  you  through  Jefos-Chrift,  your  oalted 
Saviour,  who  is  by  way  of  eminence  the  Hofy  One, 
(Dan.  ix.  24.  A.Q*  in.  14.  and  Rev.  jii.  7.)  and  who, 
as  mediator  and  bead  of  the  dmtcb,  was  anointed. with 
•  the  Holy  Ghoft  above  meafure;  (John  iii.  34.  and 
A£b  x.  38.)  and  in  virtue  of  his  death  and  attention  to 
•heaven,  communicates  light  and  grace,  according  to  the 
nacafurc  of  his  gift,  to  all  his  living  members :  (Epb. 
iv.  7.}  and  ye  through  this  fpiritual  anointing,  are  led 
into  an -experimental  and  practical  knowledge- of  every 
thing  that  is  neceflary  for  your  preservation  from  the 
deceit  of  thefe  fedticeis,  and  for  your  own  eternal  fil- 
■  vation. 


or  I  bi«t  not 


written  «nt« 
w,  beeswfey* 

know  ant  tbe 


froth;  biit  be* 

esaft  j*  Ismr 

it,  il)<t  aa 
lie  -  Is  of  thf 
fnt|v 


21.  The  reaion  therefore  of  my  having  wrote  to  you 
on  this  bead,  is  not  from  any  fufpicion  as  thoogh  ye 
were  unaquainted  with  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  and  par* 
ticularly  with  its  grand  fundamental  dtiftrine,  concern¬ 
ing  Jcfus  Chrift  as  the  true  Meffitth,  (ver.  22.)  which 
your  undtoh  fuppqfcs  ye  cannot  be  ignorant  of ;  but 
the  reafon  of  my  writing  is  to  remind  you  o£  and  Hill 
further  confirm  and  eRnlifti  you  in  the  truth,  which 
I  do  with  the  g reate  11  pleafure  and  confidence  of  fuc- 
ieefi,  bccaufe  ye  already  know,  believe  and  prize  it}  and 
arc  well  allured  that  nothing  Contrary  to  it  can  be  trite, 
and  that  no  fraud,' deceit,  or  error,  like  what  thefe  im- 
poftors  go  into,  can  proceed  from  it,  or  be  confident 
with  it,  hut  is  as  contrary  to  the  pure  goipd,  as  any  Ue 
can  be  to  truth  itfelf.. 


91  W1*<*  «f  « 
lr«r»lmtbc  that 
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Jetna  It  the 
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cher  a ad  .the 
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72*  Who,  of  aH  others  fr  to  fa  deemed  an  impoftor, 
cfaat  and  falft  teacher,  but  he  who  denies  our  Lord 
Jefus  to  be  coine  in  the  flelh,  (See  the  note  on  chap,  iv* 
3.)  afi  the  true  Mefnah,  whom  the  prophets  foretold, 
and  fa  declared  himfelf  to  fa,  with  the  atteftacion  of 

w  -  B 

miracles  to  confirm  it,  and  whom  God  his  Father  pub¬ 
licly  owned  as  fuchi  (Matth.  iii,  17.)  That  man  is  to 
be  looked  upon,  as  one  that  dire&ly  oppoies  Chrift, 
and  deferred  ly  bears  the  name  of  antichrift,  who,  not- 
withftandtng  all  this  ftrong  and  complicated  evidence, 

ponies  the  Father,  4*  the  Father  valid  the  Son,  as  the 
Son ;  and  denies  that  God  the  Father  has  fenr  him  in¬ 
to  the  world  as  the  pro  mi  fed  $fc($*h»  and  his  beloved 
fon.  * 

23.  Whoever  be.be  that  denies  the  divine  perfonali* 
.ty  and  mediatorial  office  of  &p  only  begotten  -Son  of 

*  God 


% ii. 


Bpijtt*  tf  Jo H  ji  parapbrdfid. 


iV 

biitb  ,  ft< 


i  j 

ot  ibc  F»tK*r:  GoC*  (cfc*u~  1*.-  j>*  mid-John  i.  t.  1 4'.)  he'd 
M  k  titl  xb4  Father1*  reftimenyto'  him*  as  the  M 

by  /ConfcgMtfe  denies  the  Father1*  divine 
4D:Mm4i'<tb(i  Sea  t  and  io  cakes  away  the  diftingaife^ 
dng  petfoAal  dstadsn  of  both;  and  thp  peculiar  glory 
.which  Uosgr  to  them  refpe&ivtly  in  the  cpconoray  of 
hlfitioit)  and  hat  not  a  true  knowledge  of  the  Father* 
nor  a  faring  intcreft  m  hiia.  *  Sat*  on  the  contrary*  he 
who  cordially  owns*  believes  and  confiefles  .the  Son  .to 
be  a  divine  perftm,  and  the  only  Saviour  of-loft  ftoBen* 
believes  and  Owns  that  he  is  the  eternal  Son  of  the  Fa- 

0  ■ 

thety  and  was  Cent  by  him  \  and  fo  has  a  doe  rpgar4» 
and  pays  fiikablc  honour  both  to  the  Father  and  the 
Son,  '(John  v.  23.)  and  has  a  right  knowledge  of  die 
Father,  and  an  imereft  in  bis  fpeciai  love  and  favour 
through  the  Son.  f 

24.  See  to  it  therefore  that  the  ttuedo&rinc  of  Cbrift 
concerning  his  father  and  himfdf^  be  flill  embraced  by 
you*  and  fixed  as  an  a  biding -principle  in  your  'hearts* 
even- that- do&rine,  which  ye  have  been  tnftruQed  in 
from  the  very  firlt  publication  of  thegofpel  to  you.  If 
yd  coiitfnue  to  hold  that  fail*  and  retain  it  as  .the  ear 
grafted  word  of  God*  which  ye  heard  and  received  at 
your- fir  ft  acquaintance  with  the  gofpel,  ye  -fliaU  prove 
to  be,  not  merely  Ghriftians  by  vifible  profefijoo,  hut 
fhatl  alfo  abide  by  faith  and  love  in  union  and  commu¬ 
nion  with  the  Son,  -and  with  the  Father  through  him* 
to  your  complete  faivation. 

25.  And  the  grand  comprehensive  promife,  to  which 
all  others  tend,  and  in  which  they  fhall  finally  ifltK* 
and  which  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  Father  through  him* 
has  made  in  the  gofpel*  and  will  certainly  fulfil  to  ui* 
who  thus  abide  in  .the  Father  and  Son*  is  no  .Ida  than 

_  J  +  w 

an  eveilafting  life  of  ail  -perfe&ion  and  glory*  which 
fhall  be  enjoyed  in  the  immediate  prefence  .of  God  and 
the  Lamb*  and  in  the  moft  intimate  beatific  anion  and 
Communion  with  them,  all  blifsful  and  tranfporting  1 

26.  I  .thought  it  proper  to  give  you  thefe  bints  .shout* 
and  toeftabHIh,  comfort;  and  fortify  you  again!!  per* 
Tons  .of  an  antichnftiari'fpirit,  that  have  hlready  rofe  up 
among  you*  and -are  endeavouring  by  fiihtle  and  deceit¬ 
ful  artifices  to  corrupt  your  principles  and  practice,  and 
to  draw  -you  away  from  the  firopijcity  that  is  .in  ChrifL 
f  1  ^or.  xi.  3.) 

•ay.  But 

-NOTE. 

*  Tke  ]&t  TWJ:  of  tti!s  vgrffl*  vLich  /uppaled  to  hayebrrn  dropf  thrnag^P 
flandt  In  different  c&pncteri,  ft  want-  careieinicft  where  tt  ft  left  nuts  father 
Jng  in  moil  Greek,  copies*  hot  i*  fuppti-  .than  fullered  into  the  text  by  •  triefc- 
eil  front  fame  others  of  good  credit,  and  edly  rfetLgned  interpolation  Vide  £c$» 
/ram  fever  J^erGonsj  and  isrcoibnably  1C  it  and  ZllilL  in  loc* 


44  T,?I  that 

■fWrrfwt  abide 
in  y«n*  which 
ye  hare  heard 
Jroni  ill*  begin¬ 
ning,  If  that 

which  ye  hart 
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beginning  flwU 
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and  in  the  Ka- 
tker. 
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47  But  the  ft* 
Aointing  which 
jefaavc  rcceiv- 
cdtfhin,  ftbid* 
dh  in  yom  and 
ye  need  not  that 
pay  man  teach 
yon  i  But  >i  the 

lame  anointing 
teaeketh  yon  of 
all  thing!;  and 
Ii  troth  and  i* 
no  H«;  nod  even 
ftilchpth  tijigbt 
yon,  jt  IhftJl  a* 
hide  in  him. 
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you  off  from  the  pure  gofpel  of  Chrift :  but  as  this  ho¬ 
ly 


it  M  MV, 
little  children, 
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27.  But  I  need  not  infill  lb  largely  Upon  thefe  things 
as  I  other  wife  might,  becaufc  that  undiou,  (ver.  20.) 
confiding  of  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  fpirit,  which  ye 
have  been  favoured  with,  remains,  as  a  coofiant  princi¬ 
ple  within  you,  to  enlighten,  guide,  and  govern  you ; 
fo  that  there  is  no  neceffity  of  your  being  inftruQed  in 
the  firft  principles  of  the  oracles  of  God,  (Heb.  vi.  1.) 
by  any  man  whomever ;  *  much  Ids  of  your  being 

"jy  anv  of  thefe  new  uoftarts.  that  would 

un&ion  itfclf  leads  you  into  the  knowledge  of  all 
things  neceffary  to  falvation,  and  is  infallibly  true,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  word  of  God,  which  is  truth,  {John  xvii. 
17.)  and  has  no  deceit  or  faJfebood  in  it,  and  as  it  has 
already  been  cffeQual  to  bring  yon  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  fo  ©y  means  of  its  conti¬ 
nual  influence  upon  you,  ye  flha.ll  ftill  remain  ftedfaft 
in  Chrift,  and  in  the  do&rines  of  his  gofpel, 

28.  And  now,  to  conclude  what  I  have  to  lay  upon 
this  head,  my  dear  little  children,  take  heed  that  ye  dill 
adhere  to  Chrift,  and  abide  by  the  pure  do&rine  of  the 

Shallappcr,  v«  gofpel  concerning  him,  and  by  your  holy  profeflten  of 
may  have  coo-  his  name,  that  when  he  fhall  appear  in  all  bis  glory  the 

be  a Dia med*  te-  fecon^  rimr,  without  Jinwto falvation^  (Heb.  tx,  28.) 
ion  him  at  hit  we>  who  have  miniftered  the  gofpel  to  you,  may  have 
owning.  the  fatisfaftton  of  feeing  the  happy  fruit  of  our  labours 

jmong  you,  and  niay  not  be  difappointed  in  our  hopes 
concerning  you ;  and  that  ye  yourfelves  may  have  bold- 
nefs,  together  with  us,  before  'him,  and  npt  be  con¬ 
founded  in  the  day  of  judgement  ;■  but  may  becur^fc- 
ry  and  crown  of  rejoicings  which  will  be  ts  your  own 
exceeding  joy,  in  tht  prefence  of  our  fjord  Jtfus  Chrift  % 
at  his  coming  (t  Thef.  ii.  19.  20.) 

29. '  This  is  the  hope  we  have  concerning  you  now ; 
and  finer  (««)  as  we  trull,  ye  have  right  thoughts  of 
Chrift,  as  the  righteous  and  holy  one,  who  loves  righ- 
teou fuels  and  hates  iniquity,  (Pf.  xlv.  7.}  and  is  the  au¬ 
thor  of  all  righteoufiiefs  in  others,  wherever  it  is  found; 
ye  may  from  thence  afluredly. conclude  with  an  appli- 

-  cation  to  yourfelves,  that  every  one,  who,  like  him,  is  a 
lover  and  praftifer  pf  thole  things  that  are  right  and  ho* 

ly 

X  O  .  T  E-  ■ 

*  Te  need  am  that  vnyman  track  you  triget  of  tkr  gofpel  *  which  they  vm 
icwmt  kid  vitli  8  defign  of  excluding  already  well  Acquainted  with  ;  or  n- 
t)ic  ift  of  miuifterUl  ififtrtt&iovi ;  fot  thtr,  wl  tWnVto  iKcirlitvipg  nfinud 
the  apoftle  vai  at  thit  very  time  giving  to  be  taught  any  tintfrine*  of  ChriJtfau 
It  to  them,  (fee  tkc  note  oil  Heb-  riii*  f  t-j  religion' by  thfcfe  falfr  pretender!  to  itj 
Hot  it  either  rcUtcfl  to  tboir  having  no  who  irtdbdrioiUly  Cef  themjelTce  to  pep* 

ppcfl  to  be  taught  the  fundamental  doe-  vert  if* 


39  If  ye  know 

that  he  ii  righ- 
teo»^  ye  know 

that  every  <>De 
that  doth  rigta- 
tebufncC^itbprA 
pi  hiau 
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■ 

Ijy  in  imiution  of  him,  and  from  a  principle  (rf  faith  in, 
and  lore  to  him*  is  partaker  of  a  divine  nature,  bp  hi* 
regenerating  Spirit,  and  lb  is  by  the  new  birth,  as  well 
as  by  gracious  adoption,  (chap,  iiu  f  *)  a  child  of  GW* 
and  heir  of  eternal  glory.  (Rom.  vtii»  14 — 17.} 

RfiCOL'L  ECTIO  NS. 

How  beautifully  harmonious  i*  the  tendency  and  defign  of  the  gofpcf,  to  cau* 
tmn  believers  again  ft  all  {in,  and  to  fopport  them  under  a  humbling  fenfe  of  their 
former iniquities,  and  of  their  prefect  difalfo wed  infirmities  1  Tee  propitiato¬ 
ry  f^Tifice  of  Chrift,  and  bis  advocacy  founded  upon  it,  are  attended  to  aS  be¬ 
lieving  Miners  of  the  Gentiles,  as  well  as  of  the  Jews  through  the  whole  world, 
But  how  vainly  do  any  pretend  to  have  a  right  knowledge  of  Chrift,  or  true 
faith  in  him  for  their  own  CUvarion,  If  they  call  off  a  coofoientiouB  regard  to  his 
commandments  I  They  give  the  lie  to  their  own  profeffion,  and  to  the  truth 
itfelf,  and  have  nofincerc  love  to  him,  which  would  engage  them  to  a  holy  imi¬ 
tation  of  Mm.— The  law  of  love  to  his  people  is,  for  fubftancc,  an  oM  -com* 
mandraent,  but,  for  circumftances,  foiled  to  the  light  and  grace  of  the  gofpel* 
is  a  new  one  ;  and  whatever  any  one  may  pretend  to,  his  loving  his  Chrifiiao 
brother,  or  not,  is  a  plain  teft  of  bis  either  being  truly  enlightened,  or  remain* 
ing  under  the  power  of  darkneft*  O  how  happy  is  their  condition,  who  wait 
in  the  light  of  truth  and  holme  fa,  whether  they  be  b&bes,  young  men,  or  fa¬ 
thers  in  Chrift  t  The  weak eft  believer  is  forgiven  all  trefpafies  for  Chrift’a  fake* 
and  has  a  filial  affcftiou  to  God  as  his  Father ;  the  more  grown  Chriflian  is  e- 
fob  lifted  in  the  faith,  amThaaftrcuglb  from  Chrift  for  vanquishing  the  ttmpta^ 
tiooi  of  the  devil  and  his  mftrumeat*  ;  and  the  old  experienced  Chriftian  is  befl? 
acquainted  with  the  Antient  of  Days,  and  his  eternal  counfels  of  wifdom  sod 
love.  But,  alas  f  What  an  enemy  is  the  love  of  this  world  to  the  love  of  God  & 
As  far  as  we  are  carried  sway  with  pleafnrei*  riches,  or  honours,  which-  are  all 
precarious,  empty  and  perilling,  fo  far  are  we  eft  ranged  from  the  love  of 
God  to  us ;  and  a  predominant  love  of  this  world  ii  incoofiltent  with  a  true 
love  to  him;  who  cannot  be  the  author  of  any  evil  influence  that  the  things  of 
flefh  and  fenfe  make  upon  How  dangerous  are  the  fchemes  ofmen  of  an 
antichriflian  fpirit,  which  has  worked  in  all  ages  of  the  church  1  When  pro* 
feifors  of  Chrift’s  name  go  into  it*  this  makes  it  evident  that  they  never  vyw 
fineere  believers ;  for  they  would  otherwife  undoubtedly  have  periifted  in  the 
faith  and  fcliowfhjp  of  the  gofpel.  But  O  what  a  bleffed  and  holy  uiuftion  of  the 
true  Spirit  have  true  believers  from  their  exalted  Head  and  Saviour  I  By  this 
they  are  welt  fatisfied  about  the  truth  ^of  all  the  fundamental  articles  of  the  go* 
rpel,  inforauch  that  they  don’t  need  to  be  always  taught  the  firft  rudiment* 
of  Cbriftiamty ;  much  Iris  to  be  taught  any  of  its  "(io&rme*  by  fklfe  pretender* 
to  it.  All  fast  deny  Jefuato  be  the  Son  of  God  and  tbe  only  Saviour,  are  anti- 
chriftians,  and  conftmtf lively  deny  both  the  Fattier  and  Sod  ;  but  all  that  cor¬ 
dially  believe  the  dotfrme,  originally  delivered  in  the  Jofpel  concerning  thefe 
divine^  perfons,  have  a  fore  in  ter  eft  in  them  both.  The  great  promife  of 
eternal  life  belongs  to  them  ;  and  they,  being  enabled  to  perfift  in  their  moft  ho¬ 
ly  faith,  continue  irt  union  and  comimi irion  with  CHrift,  to  their  own  and  thrir 
faithful  pallor's  joy  and  confidence,  at  h:$  fecond  and  moft  glorious  appearing. 

And  they  that  bare  foch  juft  and  imprrifive  fentiments  of  hi*  purity  and  holi* 

nefa,  as  produce  an  effectual  change  upon  them  in  rcfemHaiice  -of 'him,  may 

certainly  conclude  that  they  are  partakers  of  a  new  and  fpiritual  birth  ftrom  bimf 

and  have  the  inheritance  of  children*  even  unto  eternal  life. 

■ 
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The  Fbrfi  Epifile  df]o  b  s  farapintfed. 


CHAP.  ni. 

' 

The  Apcfile  breaks  out  into  admiration  of  fie  love  ef.  Godin  making  be * 
Severs  bis  children ,  i .  2.  dbews  the  purifying  influence  of  a  hope 
cf feeing  Ghrtfi,  and  bearing  his  likenefj,  and  the  inconfifiency  of  pre¬ 
tending  to  tins  hope r  and  tiviqg  in  Jin,  3 — 10.  Makes  love  to  the 
brethren  a  difiingvijbing  charaller  of  real  Cbrigians%  1 1 — 15*  De- 
Jcribes  that  love  by  fitch  if  its  altings ,  as  prove  it  to  a  mads  man 
confidence  to  befincere%  16^-21-  And  repfe/entt  the  advantage  of 
faitbt  bve,  and  obedience,  2  i — 24. 

Text.  P'a  r  a  ph  k  a  s  si 

■ 

X 

BEboLWhai  1.  T>EH  O  L  D,  with  attention  and  admiration,  gfa- 

O  titude,  joy  and  pratfe,  what  an  affe&ing  and 
hath  beftovcd  diftinguilhing  tort  of  free  and  tranfcendent  love  the  e- 
11  pan  ui, that  we  ternal  Father  of  oar  Lord  Jetus  Cbrift,  and  the  Father 

JhonM  be  called  cf  merries  in  and  through  him,  has  vouchfafed  to  as 

therefore  the  who  are  born  of  God,  (chap.  it.  2p.)  that,  in  the  riches 
warld  fcnoweth  of  his  dondefcenGon  and  grace,  he  Ihould  put  fuch  a 
w  b«r,  bccanfc  high  honour  upon  us,  mho  are  in  onrfelvea  altogether 

worthlefs,  mean,  vile,  and  contemptible  finnen,  both 
by  nature  and  practice,  as  to  adept  us  into  his  family, 
that  we  might  not  only  bear  the  name,  but  enjoy  all 
the  blefiings  and  privileges,  which,  anfwerable  to  aur 
dignity,  belong  to  the  regenerated  fans  of  God ;  (John 

u  12,  13.)  and  might  be  accounted,  owned  and  dealt 
with,  as  fuch.  it  need  not  therefore  be  wondered  at, 
(ver.  13.}  that  the  men  of  this  world,  whole  hearts -arc 
carnal,  and  averfe  to  all  that  is -good  and  holy,  don’t  e- 
fteem,  affeft  and  own,  but  rather  hate  us,  who  bear  his 
image  $  becanfe  they  are  Ignorant  of  the  true  nature  of 
God*  and  neither  approve  of,  nor  acknowledge  either 
the  Father,  or  the  Son.  (chap*  ii.  13.}  * 

2.  But  let  them  think  and  fpeak  of  us  as  “they  will ; 

-  of  Cod.  and  ’  it  this  beloved  'of  the  Lord,  and  therefore  of  me,  is  our 

comfort 


it  wcw  mu  in 
not* 


2  Beloved, 

are  we  tbe  fons 


N  O  T  E* 

■  *  A*  to  know  often  figntfiee  to  op-  1  have  clofen  youout  oftbr  mrli  thtre* 
provc ;  £9  not  to  know  fignUiea.  to  dj£  f*r<  bates  1  0 &,  Tbia  it  parol* 

approve.  {See  xbpj»ot«  op  Macth;  .vii  id  to,  and  call*  a  light  a  pent*  the  p*f- 
aj  aad  Rom  vUL  2$  )  And  It  knew  fage.fcfcnre  nf,4i>4  in  ver.f^  and  nuglit 
him  not  fee  raj  ^td-  refer  to  Chrlffc,  aud  probably  be  lit -the  Apofcle'*  totitd  dow; 
the  HI  tmtAmS  be  met  with  in  the,  ami  the Allowing ver&i,  wfirlcb  are 
World*  un  account  of  which  he  fall  to  connected  with  this*  he 

hi$  Oifc!ples*  (John  xv.  18.  19  )  IF ibc  muiiMty  fpc^ki  of  Chrill,  pointing 
itorfjbttg  joe,  y  that  it  bated  me  him  oat  in.  fuch  a  manner,  a*  neoeflad- 

it  hated  jew*  J/tc  uvr*  af  t hr  \y  lead)  our  thought*  to  him*  (Sec  ihr 
W0j7e(  tbe  vrvrii  -wottU  fave  bid  #wjv  ;  note  on  chap*  }) 
bat  l-ecjvfe  y  art  m%  of  tb<  vtoridf  but 


Ch.iiu  \ 

Jothvoc  yet  ap¬ 
pear  wkat  we 
fh&U  be:  but  we 

LnowvtlutvJtcn 

he  flailS  appeal 
we  fhali  be  like 
him}  lorveliull 
fee  him  ai  he 
ii. 


Tie  dfajiifyifUe  ^Jo»i  pataphrafed* 


m 


3  And  every 
man  that  hath 
ilm  hope  in 
ht:i\  pwifielk 
Inmfclf,  even  a> 
he  is  pure. 


4  Whqfierer 
e&mnutteth4in, 

rniufgreflVt  hal¬ 
lo  rhe  law:  f«r 

fm  Ts  the  tranf- 

fTcfliou  of  the 

4W. 


r 

comfort amlglOry,  that  though our natural^attd latttcnt- 
ed  finfol  infirmities  be  giet  and  many,  and  the  figure 
we  make  in  life  be  ever  Co  mean  and  defpicablfe.  rad 
thcjr  revHe  and  haW'  bs,  yet  we  adtully  are  already 
the  (bos  of  God)  noth  y  nature,  a*  our  blefled  Lord  is* 
nor  merely  bjr  creation,-.  as  the  holy  angels  aret  (Job. 
xxxviii.  7.)  but  by  the  fpccjal  grace  of  regeneration  and 
adopriont  and  of  marriage* union  with  bis efiential  Soo : 
and  Jb  great  u  the  dignity  and  bappinefs  of  this  re¬ 
lation)  that  it  1b  impomne  for  us,  much  More  for  the 
men  of  this  world,  to  conceive  what  fabtime  tithes, 
honours  and  delights. we  fhall  hereafter  be  advanced  to, 
anftrerable  to  it  But  thus  far  we  know  in  the  light  of 
faith,  and  by  the  withefs  of  the  Spirit,  according  to  the 
word  of  God,  that  when  our  glorious  Lord  hunfolf  fh|JI . 
appear  the  fecond  time  to  la  1  ration,  «/  Jbail  appear 
viitb  him  in  glory ;  (Col.  iii.  4.)  and  fhall  bear  his  ami¬ 
able  and  illuitrious  image  of  iight  and  love,  hotineft 
and  happinefs  in  our  fords  $  and  even  our  bodies  them- 
folves  Jbail  be  fajhioned  like  onto  his  glorious  body  z 
(Phil.  iii.  11.)  for  we  fhall  be  admitted  to  a  beatific  and 
transforming  vifion,  not  in  a  glafs  darkly,  but  face  to 
fact  %  (TCor.  uii.  13.)  and  (hall  foe  and  enjoy  him  ra 
his  divine  and  mediatorial  glory,  as  fbining  forth  in  his 
exalted  human  nature  juft  as  he  is.  (John  xvii.  24.  fee 
the  note  on  a  Cor.  iii;  18.) 

3.  And  every  believer,  who  has  -a  well  grounded 
hope  of  all  this,  cannot  but  be  influenced  by  it,  while 
he  is  in  this  world,  to  atm  at  and  endeavour,  through 
divine  grace,  to  attain  all  poflible  purity  in  heart  and 
life,  in  imitation  of,  and  conformity  to  him,  who  is fu- 
perlatively  pure  and  holy,  and  will  admit  of  none  but 
holy  ones  to  fee  bis  face  with  comfort.  (Heb.  vii.  2ft. 
audxii.  14.) 

.  4,  'Whoever  he  be  that  lives  in  any  known  Gn,  as  a 
wilful  evil-doer,  or  worker  of  iniquity,  {•  «■■«.*  rw, 
fee  tbe  note  on  ver.  6.)  that  man  not  only  linneth  a- 
gainft  the  light,  'grace,  and  obligations  of  the  gofpel ; 
but,  as  ttib’  ye  were  lawlefs,  goes  into  a  man i felt  violati¬ 
on  even  of  toe  moral  law,  which  is  holy,  juft  and  good ; 
for  the  ftrid  and  proper  notion  of  fin  is  a  deviation 
from,  or  contrariety  in  thought,  word,  or  deed,  to  tbe 
law  of  God,  that  unchangeable  rule  of  rightccmfnefs, 
which  is  a  tranfeript  of  his  holy  nature  and  will  $  and 
; where  no  law  is,  there  is  no  tremfgfejjien •  (Ron*,  iv. 

*5') 

.5.  And 


*44 


CK.  Hi. 


7%e  Firfi  lipiftle  if  j  o  h  it  fatapSrafii. 


j  Andyeknow 
that  he  was  nu* 
nifeftvd  to  take 
rfway  our  fins; 
rod  in  him  if  no 

fin* 


6  Whofocver 
abideth  id  him, 
fimicth  ont  \ 
wb^ibever  fin- 
net hr  hath  npt 
ftca  him,  nci* 
flier  known 
htio. 


5*  And  that  the  ritowM.pra&ice  of  any  Gn  is  utter¬ 
ly  iricQDfiflent  with  good  hope  of  feeing  Chrift,  and  be* 
ing  like  him,  at  his  fecond  coming,  is  evident ;  for  ye 
know  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  gofpd,  that  he  was 
maDifefted  in  the  flelh  at  G is  fir (l  a  ppearing,  (««*)  to  this 
very  end  and  purpofe,  that  by  the  frcrifice  of  himfclf 
he  might  effectually  deliver  us  from  the  guilt,  and,  in 
confequencc  thereof,  from  the  power,  and,  at  length, 
from  ail  defilement  and  inbeing  of  otfr  fins  ;  and  he  is, 
and  ever  was  fo  abfoiutcly  fmldS,  as  to  need  no  expia¬ 
tion  for  himiclf,  and  as  to  have  no  fellowftiip  with  them 
that  walk  in  darknefs*  (chap*  i.  6*) 

6 *  From  hence  it  plainly  follows,  that  whoever  abides 
in  him  by  vital  and  influential  onion  and  communion 
with  him,  as  all  true  believers  do,  like  hranches  in  the 
vine,  (John  xv»  5.)  doth  not  deliberately,  habitually, 
prefumptuoufly  and  willingly  fin  f :  He  that  finneth  at 
this  rate,  has  never  had  any  realizing  view  by  faith  of 
him,  nor  any  experimental  and  laving  acquaintance  or 
communion  with  him* 


7  Little  chil¬ 
dren,  let  no  men 
deceive  yon :  He 
thee  doth  rigli* 

tCAti  fncftiw  igh* 
teoito,  even  at 
he  is  righteous* 


8  He  that  com- 
Diitceth  fin,  is  of 
the  devil;  lor 
the  devil  finneth 
from  the  begin* 


7.  Take  heed,  my  dear  children,  that  no  falle  pre¬ 
tend  era  impofe  upon  you,  and  lead  you  attray  from  the 
path  of  truth  and  duty :  Set  tr'down  as  ?  certain '  con* 
elution,  that  be,  and  he  only,  who,  from  principles  of 
faith  and  love,  conlcientioufly  and  habitually  works 
righteoufnefs  (a  **er  m  fiuNmw}  in  bio  religious  be¬ 
haviour  towards  God,  and  upright  dealings  with  men,- 
iff  both  inherently  and  a&ivdy  righteous,  according  to 
his  meafure  and  degree,  in  imitation  of  the  blefled  Jefus, 
who  is  the  Holy  One,  (fee  the  paraphrafe  on  chap.  it. 
20.)  and  loves  righteoufnefs,  as  well  as  fpent  his  whole 
life  on  earth  iu  an  invariable  pra&ice  of  it. 

&.  He  who  works  iniquity, ais  one  that  makes  a  trade' 
of  it,  (fee  the  note  on  ver.fr)  is  under  the  power  and 

influence  of  the  devil,  bears  his  odious  li (tends,  andf 
doth  his  will ;  fqr  that  great  enemy  of  God  and  fails  iv 


note. 

*  We  4iv  not  to  imagine  the  apofUc’v  Greek  (trejor  and  unit  aptupfiat)  are 
meaning  to  be,  that  a  true  CbriMan  very  ftrpng,  and  fignify  committing  H 
never  fins ;  for  t^rt  won  Id  be  to  make  at  praftifert,  workers,  or  doers  of  it 
him  directly  ton  trad  i<3  what  lie  had  with  freedom  and  choice,  like  pcrfnn# 
ford  chop.  i.  8.  9.  about  deceiving  our*  who  make  a  trade  of  it  t  and  it  it  the 
ft] vet,  jfwe  fey;  we  have  no  fid,  and  vc^yfaioe  expreffion  that  oor  Lord  tffaf 
about  the  datyjif  eonfWTmg  onr  fin*.'  when  belaid,  (John  viii,  34  )JFb*fovtr* 
vlifch  fbMbftl  he  to  have  occafion  ft  toiniHltfsth  // 

to  do;«<F rhereAre  he  fiimeih  wot  mufl  tb*  forwent  vf  fin ;  andoiir  apatite  fays, 
be  imdvrftnd  in  fume  facW  fenfe,  as  it  ver-  8*  Hr  thxt  tomt/iHttfb  jitt  frf 
given  in  the  paraphrafe;  and  is  futftci-  apttfyhar)  U  of  tkt  tftvfj,  and  ver- 
ently  explained  in  fcveral  other  verfei  is  iorm  of  God  doth’  ust  cab* 

of  thli  context,  which  we  render  com*  mlt  fix^  (jtpjLplm  0  «**#-) 
mitteth  fin,  but  the  cxpieifigaf  id  the 


Ch.  ifl. 


The  Fuji :SpifiU  /]okn  parapbrsfed.  I4J 


fling-  For  this 

purpnlt  thf  Soil 
of  Gad  vas  nu- 
'nifcfteJ,  ifcit  be 
might  ’drftraj 
the  werlu  of tbe 

dtvU. 


.  9  Whenever 
U  bora  ofGedt 
doth  not  crininut 

fiji;  for  hfr  feed 
rtnrataeth  fa 
bim:  JndbecBn* 
not  fid,  botatffe 
he  is  born  of 
God, 


id  la  tbit  the 
children  ofGdd 
■rv  &ftni&fUdr 
and  thetluldreri 

of  the  devil: 
IrVhdfoeverdoth 
not  righteoul- 
neft,  is  not  of 


sn  old  offender,  pcrfifting  in  a  courfe  of  all  iniquity 
himfelf,  and  prauifirtg  the  wicked  ait  of  tempting  and 
cxcitidg  other*  to  fin,  ever  fine*  the  beginning  df  ibe 
world,  when  he  finned,  and  drew  other  apoftate  angels 
Into  fin,  asalfo  oor  fir  ft  parents  into  their. hortiMe  de¬ 
letion  from  God  and  his  laW,  to  the  ruin  of  thcmfdvcs, 
and  all  theit  natural  offspring  in  their  federal  genera¬ 
tions!  And  this  is  fo  dircffly  contrary  to  every  thing 
hid  and  doncj '  or  countenanced  by  Cbrift,  that  he,  the 
eternal  Son  of  God,  came  into  the  world,  and  was 
Made-  known  in  his  raving  office,  as  fent  of  the  Father 
to  this  great  end  and  defigil,  that,  by  his  do&rinc, 
obedience  and  fufferings  unto  death,  he  might  diffolve 
the  whole  frame  of  thofe  evil  works,  fin,  mifery,  arid 
death,-  natural,  fpiritual  and  eternal,  which  .  the  devil 
propagates  and  carries  on*,  that  they,  who  believe' in 
Chrilt  Jefiis,  and.  hope  to  live  with  him,  and  to  be  like 
him  for  evert  (ver,  2.)  might  be  delivered  from  the 
guilt  and  dominion  of  fin,  and  live  no  longer  Jn  it 
here  t  and  might  at  length  be  entirely  freed  from  all 
its  dreadful  fruits  and  effc&s  for  ever  hereafter. 

9.  The  fum  then  of  what  I  am  laying  Is  this,  WfaO- 
foever  be  be  that  is  partaker  of  a  divine  nature,  by  the 
regenerating  Spirit,  is  no  longer  a  doer  of  worker  of  Ini¬ 
quity,  like  other  men,  or  like  the  devil,  who  finneth 
from  the  beginning :  (ver.  8  }  For  that  divine  principle 
of  grace,  which  is  rnfufed  into  him,  by  means  of  the 
incorruptible  feed  of  the  word,  (t  Pet.  i.  23.}  has  an  a- 
biding  root  and  refidence  in  him,  to  rule  and  govern 
him  1  and  he  ba9  fuch  a  thorough  hatred  of  all  iniquity, 
that  he  cannot  give  himfelf  liberty  to  fin  with  delibera¬ 
tion  and  flail  Confent,  as  he  ufed  to  do ;  (fee  the  note 
on  ver.  6.)  he  cannot  love  and  live  in  fin  ;  and  when, 
through  temptation,  furprize,  or  inadvertence,  be  at 
any  time  falls  into  it,  he  cannot  but,  upon  convi&ion, 
finely  repent  of  it,  as  David  and  Peter  did,  bccaufc  he, 
as  a  child  of  God,  and  born  of  the  Spirit,  has  received 
a  principle  bf  grace,  that  wills  and  works  in  direff  op- 
pofition  to  all. fin,  as  fin,  (Gal.  v.  17  )  much  Ids  can 
he  fin  upon  the  fcore,  nr  by  virtue  of  his  being  bom  of 
God,  as  though  his  new  birth  were  a  licence  for  it, 
or  had  any  tendency  towards  it. 

10.  This  therefore  is  the  great  diftingui  filing  differ¬ 
ence,  by  which  they  who  arc  truly  torn  of  God,  and  fo 
bccotne  bis  children,  and  they  who  are  Hill  under  the 
power  of  the  devil,  as  their  lather,  to  do  his  works, 
and  five  according  to  his  will,  (John  viii.  44.J  are  o- 
penly  dilbovered,  known  and  proved  to  be  fo  relptc- 
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13  Mnrvelnot, 
my  brethren,  if 
the  world  hate 
you. 


14  We  bov 

tbetwebore  puf¬ 
fed  from  death 


tively.  Let  people's  pretences  be  what  they  will,  it 
is  certain,  that  whofoever  doth  not  love,  and  live  in 
the  pr  aft  ice  of  religion  and  morality,  both  which  may 
be  in  cl  tided  in  the  notion  of  righteoufriofs,  is  nor  bom 
of  God,  or  partaker  of  the  nature  df  his  children  ; 
no  more  is  he  who  has  not  a  fincere  and  cordial  af- 
feftion  toward  his  Chrittian  brother,  as  fuch* 

it.  For  this  is  one  great  part  of  that  practical  doc¬ 
trine,  which  our  blefled  J^ord  committed  as  1  charge  to 
11s,  his  apoftles  and  fer rants,  and  which  we  preached, 
and  ye  heard  mid  received  from-  the  very  fiiit  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  gofpei,  relating  to  what  he  requires  of  his 
difciples  and  followers,  (John  xin*  34*  and  xv*  tz*  17.) 
that  wc,  who  claim  relation  to  him,  and  intcrdl  in 
him,  Ihould  maintain  a  brotherly  affeft ion,  and  dif* 
cover  it  in  the  bed  manner,  and  by  ail  fui  table  endear¬ 
ments  anctfemces,  one  towards  another* 

17*  We  ;t~e  bv  no  means  to  be  like  Cain,  the  firft- 
born  of  our  fallen  parents,  and  among  all  their  de¬ 
pendents  the  firft  notorious  child  of  the  devil,  that  e- 
miuently  wicked  and  malicious  murderer  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  world  4  (John  viii*  44,)  and  under  the 
power  of  whofe  maligruiit  influence,  as  he  works  in 
the  children  of  difobedience,  (EphT  ii*  2.)  Cain  cruelly 
murdered  his  brother  Abii*  And  what  was  thereafon 
of  his  contriving  and  committing  that  monftroufly  un¬ 
lawful  and  barbarous  aft  of  violence  sgamft  him? 
Why,  truly,  it  was  only  bccaufe  he  himfdf  was  a 
wicked  wretch,  and  his  (ervicet  not  being  duly  per¬ 
formed,  God  rtjefted  both  him  and  them  ;  and  be¬ 
en  Life  his  brother  was  a  righteous  mah,  and  his  fieri* 
(ice,  offered  with  ,  faith  in  the  Mcffiah's  atonement, 
was  good  and  acceptable  in  the  fight  of  God,  who  had 
a  refpeft  to  him  and  his  offering,  and  lbewcd  it  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  teftijkd  that  he  was  righteous*  (Gen.  iv* 
and  Heb.  xi.  4.  fee  the  note  thfcre.) 

13.  Ye  need  not  therefore  wonder,  or  count  it  a  new 
or  flrangc  thing,  my  dear- brethren,  if,  as  is  the  cafe 
of  the  prefent  day,  the  wicked  mefi  of  this  world,  who 
are  the  feed  of  the  forpenr,  envy,  hate  and  pcrfectite 
you,  who  are. the  feed  of  the'wom^i  between  whom 
and  th^m  there  j &  an  irrecuncileahlc  enmity,  (Gen.  iii* 
15.)  which  foon  d Hoovered  it fdf  in  Caiti,  (ver.  12.} 
and  has  worked  ever  fince  hi  the  children  of  di  (obe¬ 
dience* 

14*  We>  through  grace,  are  men  of  a  better  fpirir, 
and  may  he  very  eafjr  under  all  the  hatred  of  this  world, 
fince  God  himfdf  loves  us,  (ver.  j*)  and  fince  we  are 
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tuaftited  6om  a  fate  of  law*condem  nation  to  death 
into  »  fate  of  j  unification  to  eternal  life ;  and  art 
‘  quickened  from  the  deathof  fin  to  the  life  of  rightepofh 
iteft;  We  «re  well  affttrjed  that  this  is  our  happy  cafe, 
becaufe  eur- hearts  Me  farmed  unto  an  affc&ioaace  love 
of  all  our  brethren  in  the  faith,  hope  and  fellow  lh!p  of 
tfaegofpel*  merely  upon  this  con  fide  rati  on,  that  thef 
belong  to  Chnft,  bfir  hts  image,  and  are  beloved  of 
tun*.  Whoever,  on  the  contrary,  is  not  effectually  en» 
gagpl  from  fuch  principles  and  motives- to  love  his 
brother  in  the  profcfiion  of  the  galpcl,  continues  (till 
under  the  power  of,  fpiritual  death,  anti. in  a  fate  of 
law'cendemnatioit,  and  lies  expofid  to  everlafUsig  da> 
ftru&ion,  which,  is  l.he'fecorid  Heath.  (Her,  is.  14.) 

15-  litt  bis  pretences  be  what  they  will,  every  oije. 
who,  tnfaad  of  cultivating  this  Ciwilfian  temper  toward 
his  brother,  indulges  •wrath,  malice,  envy  and  revenge, 
ts  guilty  of  the  fin  of  murdering  bim  in  his  heart ; 
(M.iuh.  v.  21.  U.) mil  fuch  is  the  rancour  of  his  ma« 
lignanc  fpitk,  that  were  it  left  to.  take  its  own  courfe, 
and  had  it  opportunity,  it  would  as  finely  carry  him  on 
to  affual- murder  kfelf  as  Cain’s  did.  (ver.  ia.)  Ami  ye 
know,  from  all  that  the  word  of  God  lays,  that  no  per- 
fen,  who  is  under  the  power  of  fuch  a  wipked  dtfpo- 
fition,  much  lsfs  an  attual  murderer,  whp  either  has 
not  time,  or  not  a  'heart  for  repentance  toward  Gcd, 
and  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jefus  Chritl,  which  are 
neceffary  to  f.vvation,  (&&s  xx.  20.  21.)  has  any  right 
Ot  title  to  eternal  life,  or  any  principle  of  fpi ritual  life 
refid ing  in  him,  or  any  faving  grace,  which  is  the  be- 
ginning  of,  and  a  mectnds  tor,  and  fhall  continue  to, 
and  ill'ue  in  eternal  life. 

id.  How  contrary  is  this  unmerciful  temper  to  that 
which  God  ebe  fion  has  fliewn  towards  us ;  w,e  may 
conceive  fomething  qf  the  greatnefs  of  his  rompaffiontte 
Jove,  from  the  moll  traniccndcut  infancc  that  could  be 
given  of  it ;  Cnee  he,  who  is  the  eternal  Word,  and 
w,a  imide  flefh,  and  fo  was  truly  and  properly  God  in- 
earnate.  (John  i*  F.  14*)  has  loved  us  and  given  him- 
felf  for  us,  an  offer!  ng  and  a  facrifice  to  God  far  a  fweet 
fuelling  favour,  (Eph.  v.  2.)  and  freely  gave  bis  life  a 
rattfom  for  many.  (Matth.  xx,  28.)  And  wc  ought  to 
be  fo  deeply  affe&ed  with,  and  influenced  by  this  un- 
paralleled  love  of  Chrifi:,  as  to  (land  ready  after  his  ex* 
ample,  and  in  imitation  of  his  love,  to  espofc  our  own 
liver,  whenever  he  calls  us  to  it,  (as  the  Apoftle  Paul 
did  his,  Phil.  ii.  17.)  for  encouraging  the  faith  and 
hope  of  thole  holy  brethren,  that  have  cod  him  fo  much, 
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and  are  (b  dear  to  Him;  and  for  the  prefervation  and 
fafety  of  thofe  that  are  eminently  fcrviceable  to  his 
church,  (as  Aquiia  and  Frifdlla,  laid  down  their  own 
necks  for  that  great  apoftle’s  Jife.  (Rom.  *vi.  4-) 

17.  Bat  if,  tnfteadof  copying  after  this  nobie  pattern 
of  lore,  any  profcflbf  of  Chritt’s  name,  who,  through 
the  bounty  of  providence,  has  the  conveniencies  and 
comforts  of  this  life,  fee  his  neighbour,  and  efpecially 
his  Chriftian  brother,  in  ftrait  and  neeeflitous  circura* 
fiances,  and  harden  his  heart  ogainft  him ;  and,  like 
one  that  ha*  no  tender  nets  or  pity  for  the  diftrefied, 
will  give  him  no  relief,  how  fcandaloufty  fliort  doth  he 
fall  of  that  love,  which  God  requires,  and  has  given 
the  moft  a  flowing  example  of  in  his  Son  ?  How  can 
fuch  a  n  one  pretend  to  an  intereft  in  God’s  love'  tohun, 
or  that  the  tincere  love  which  God  enjoins,  amf  b  the 
author  and  the  abjedt  of,  and  which  inclines  the  heart 
to  a  fervent  love  of  the  brethren  for  his  fake,  has  any 
place  in  him?  (Jam.  ii;  15.  id.) 

18.  Let  us  take  heed,  my  dear  children,  that  our 
profcflions  of  love  to  our  fellow  Chriftians  be  without 
diffimulation ;  (Rom.  xii.  9.)  that  it  be  not  all  compli¬ 
ment  without  any  meaning,  nor  merely  kind  npref- 
fions,  without  any  foitablc  affedtion  toward  them,  of 
doing  what  we  can  for  their  help  and  comfort  in  fpiri- 
toal  and  temporal  concerns ;  hut  let  it  demonftratc  it- 
felf  in  a£b  of  beneficence  and  fervice  as  occafions  re* 


T9  Aodterrtiy 
We  know  that 
w#  are  of  the 
truth,  and  ib»U 
aflnre  (mrhcirtl 


quire,  and  in  all  offices 'of  fubftantial  friendlhip,  ac* 
cording  to  our  profeffions,  and  the  true  nature  of  Chrif¬ 
tian  charity. 

i$>.  And  by  a  prevalence  of  this  excellent  temper 
and  conduct,  we  may  be  well  fatisfied  that  God  of  hi* 
own  will  has  begotten  us  with  the  word  of  truth,  (Jam. 
i.  18.}-  and  has  brought  os  to  underfland,  believe,  and 


Mbrebiuk  -  '  live  under  the  government  of  the  true  principles  <>f  the 

gofpel,  as  finCcre  Cbriltiaos ;  and  hereupon  we  {hall 
be  enabled  to  perfuade  (*tnr*pfr}  our  own  hearts,  that 


we  have  fuch  manifen  tokens  and  fruits  of  his  effc&ual 


operation-  upon  us,  as  will  embolden  our  humble  ap¬ 
peal  to  him  for  our  integrity,  m  his  fight  and  prcfencc, 
both  now  arid  at  the  day  of  judgement,  whatever  cen- 
fures  the  World  may  pals  upon  us  ;  and  this  is  a. Tweet 
and  folidjoy  that  frees  06  from  the  flinging  reproaches 
20  For  IFW  *-f*lf-  condemning  conference. '  (7  Cor.  I.'  1 1.)  - 

kmrt  condemn  20.  For  if  our  confciences,  which  are  the  candle  of 

mr^tkan **Mr  fearching  all  the  inwaid  parts  of  the  belly, 

KrteMndkn*w-  (ProT* x*'  27.)  wit  Reft  again  ft,  accufe  and  condemn  us 
<ri  all  thing*.  for  deCgned  or  allowed  bypocrify  ia  our  profeffions  of 

lore. 
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loVe,  and.  of  adherence  to  the  troth  of  the  gofpd,  it  if 
very  awful  to  confider,  as  we  ought,  that  the  heait- 
fearching  God  is  an  infinitely  higher,  more  impartial, 
and  jvuacaJ  judge  of  the  true  fiate  of  our  cafe,  and  if 
greater  in  purity  and  hoiinefs,  as  well  as  in  power  to 
condemn  alt  iniquity,  than  our  own  hearts  can  be ;  and 
it  is  moil  dreadful 1  of  all  to  be  disapproved  of  him, 
vhofe  judgement  muft  and  will  Hand  for  ever,  and 
who-  has  a  perfc£Uy  comprehenfive  knowledge  of  all 
things,  even  of  the  moil  fecret  thoughts  and  intents  of 
the  heart. '  (t  Kinga  viii.  39.  and  Hev.  ii.  23,)  And 
therefore  be  not- only  confirms  the  fentence  which  con* 
fcience  juftly  pafles  in  his  name,  but  fees  and  condemns 
many  things  in  us,  that  efcape  our  own  obfervatioa. 

x  i .  But,  on  the  contrary,  my  dearly  beloved,  if,  while 
we  cannot  but  be  feufible  of  many  lamented  imperfec¬ 
tions,  our  own  confidence*,  upon  due  deliberation,  un¬ 
der  the  enltghtenings  and  witneifings  of  the  Spirit,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  truth  of  tbe  gofpel,  acquit  us  from  all 
charges  of  reigning  or  allowed  guile,  then,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  our  confcioufiiefc  of  this,  we  may  have  humble 
boldnels  in  our  claim  of  God  as  our  God  and  Father, 
and  in  our  profeifions  of  love  to  him  and  our  fellow 
Chriiiians  for  his  fake,  and  in  an  appeal  to  him,  like 
that  of  Peter,  (John  xxi.  1 7.)  about  the  fincerity  of  our 
hearts  therein;  yea,  we  have  a  holy  free¬ 

dom,  courage  and  liberty  of  foul  in  our  fiducial  pleas 
with  him. 

22.  And  what  good  things  foever  we  Cnee  rely  and 
humbly  pray  for  according. to  his  will,  with  faith  in  the 
name  of  Jefus,  and  for  right  ends,  (chap.  v.  14.  John 
xiv.  13.  14.  and  zvi.  23.  and  Jam.  iv.  3.)  we  are,  or 
in  due  time  ihall  be  partakers  of  them  by  his  free  fa¬ 
vour,  through  his  beloved  fon,  as  far  as  he  fees  mar  be 
moll  for  his  glory,  and  heft  for  us :  And  we,  with  holy 
David,  (Pf.  exit.  A.)  may  be  humbly  confident  of  this, 
becanfe,  as  ah  evidence  of  our  intereft  in  his  favour, 
we,  through  the  grace  bellowed,  upon  us,  have  an  un¬ 
feigned  refpeft  to  all  his  commandments,  and  endea¬ 
vour  to  do  fuel)  things  as  are  acceptable  aud  well 
pleating  in  his  fight  by  jefus  Chrift.  (1  Pet.  ii.  5.) 

23.  And  this  is  the  great  commandment  of  God, 
which  is  fundamental  to,  and  comprehenfive  of  all 
the  reft,  that  we  fhould  heartily  embrace  and  trufl  in 
bis  Son  Jefus  Chrift  for  ourfclves,  according  tothegof- 
pej  revelation  of  him,  as  the  only  and  all-fufficieut  Sa¬ 
viour  of  loft,  finners ;  and  that  from  this  principle  of 
faith  in  him,  as  alfo  for  proving  tbe  truth  of  it  in  its 
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t^cSpirif  which 
be  hath  given 


working  love,  (Gal.  v.'6.)  we  fhoiild  have,  and  exer* 
cifc  a  cordial  affection  one  towards  another,  z%  members 
together  o f  hit  myfticat  body,  in  obedience  to  the  com* 
m  and  mem,  which  he  gave  fa  all  his  dij'ciples.  (John 
aiti.  34.  and  xv.  12.) 

24.  And  whoever  is  brought  to  yield  a  confcicnttous 
ohediencc  to  all  his  commandments,  from  a  principle 
of  faith  as  working  by  love,  whichcotmts  none  ot  them 
grievous,  (chap*  v«  3.)  heieallydqch,  flndhcieby  nrakvs 
it  evident  that  he  doth  live  in  a  flat e  of  viral  union 
with  him,  and  whh  the  Father  through  him,  and  that 
Cbrift  dwells  in  his  heart  by  who  is  a  habitation 

of  God  through  the  Spirit ;  (Eph.  iL  22,  and  lit.  17*) 
and  wc  who  Hand  in  ibis  near  and  happy  relation  to 
Cbrift,  and  to  the  Father  through  him,  arpafll jed 
that  be  lives  with  abiding  influence  irf  ns,  by  the  light, 
energy  and  witfiefc  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  he  has 
freely  given  us,  to  produce,  excite,  and  aflitt  an  ex- 
rrcife  of  faith  and  love,  and  every  other  grace  in  our 
fouls. 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

WhQ  can  fufftcicntly  admire,  and  be  aflfefted  with  the  love  of  CocHo  makrrg 
fucH  contemptible,  ill*  deferring  creatures  as  we  are,  his  'children  by  fpccfel 
grace  !  Though  the  men  of  this  world  deflnfc  and  hate  them,  they  are  already 
the  Sons  of  God*  And  who  can  conceive  the  dignity  anddrii^i  is  which  they 
lyill  be  advanced  to,  when  they  ftiall  (<x  Cltrift  in  all  bis  glory,  and  be  made 
like-as  poihble  to  him  !  O  the  happiuefsof  a  writ  grounded  hope  m  ihb  for 
ourfdves,  aiul  of  an  expericnce  pl  ita  purifying  tJfccta  upon  v.^i  Thefe  appear 
in  the  holy  turn  that  ie  given  to  our  hearts  and  lives  by  a  piiuciptcrif  gr*c<% 
which  works  in  direct  opposition  to  all  iniquity,  and  excite*  n?  to  all  lb?  Juries 
of  piety  toward  G;kI,  aud  rightcontorfs  toward  ir.cn,  and  to  an  imitation  of  the 
rghtetma  an d  holy  Jclcs,  nlm  wj$  hhis&if  ablidiiK'-ly  fin 'els,  and  wag 
JttNn  our  nature  lu  take  away  cur  £ne,  and  to  defiroy  the  works  of  the  dvril, 
that  wicked  oflrnder,  murderer  and  promoter  of  fm  and  ruin  front  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  world.-*— Of  ail  the  divine  command  me iilfl*  faith  and  love  are  the 
chit  f;  faith  as  wort  leg  by  love;  and  )avt*  as  taking  pJeafure  in  keeping  <verro- 
ther  commandment,  Ami  J  lu,w  important  is  it*  that,  iron:  theft  tumble  prin¬ 
ciples,  we  aHVQionately  love  our  flbrifuau  brethren  *  as  fiich.  and  that  net  in 
word  only,  but  in  deed  and  1:1  tnuh,  even  rmo  a  lendirktis  if  need  Ik:,  to  Ly 
down  o^ir  lives  for  their  prcfeiviillcai  and  confirmation  tri  the  faith,  u$  Chnlr, 
who  wae  truly  and  properly  God  incarnate,  ]*id  down  his  own  h/e  in:  w  nutlch- 
lefglovc  femur  redemption*  Ey  thefe  diflbigtiiflimg  cha^ci ns ■  aiu!  by  his- Spi¬ 
rit  given  to  i#3,  we  mav  know  that  wc  are  p.: fled' from  deads  to  life*  and  he 
;hi  des  in  us,  and  \yc  m  himj  ard  mzy  be  humbly  confident  toward  Cod, 
*£hat  we  have  a  Giving  a  cq  uni  ft  t  Alice  with  the  truth  01  the  gofpel;  that  *ve 
arc  ftnecre  in  our  pyofrffion  t>f  it,  ar.d  arc  born  of  G^d  5  and  that  he,.ip  big 
own  time  And  way,  will  give  us  whatfoeyer  w  a(k  of  him  according  to  his 
prill.  Put,  alas  !  Haw  vain  are  all  princes  to  Iheft  glorious  privileges  arri 
Writings,  }f  mine  of  the  Ibivincnticiuri  riifpofitkn*s,  kiit  tfa:  ccntfary  prevail 
hi  uni  If  habitually  live  in  a  comfc  of’  any  known  (id  .  cvil-d^eia;  if 
jwe  ace  not  pfacirfarj  cf  riphteoufepel?,  aiu7,  iiiftead  of  bwip^t  hate  tbe  .Ciiil- 

yltear  of  God,  *and  that  bccaufc  they  arc  Qiofc  righteous  and  boiy  tka&ciwftlvrs^ 
'  "  v  '■  ■  ^  -J  ■  -  -  and. 
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and/  iottead  of  li^vin^  bo wds  of  cgoip^ofi  toward  them*.  or  relieving  their 
want*,  wc  could  willingly  perfrcute  them  even  unto  deaths  as  Cain  did  his  righ¬ 
teous  brother  Abel,  flow  can’  we  pretend  to  have  any  love  to' God;  or  that 
wearthhfifi*,.bnrn  of  him*  or hav*arty  true  knowledge  of  l|im*  oraqy  prin¬ 
ciple  of  fpmtual  aod  denial  lift*  which  no  murderer  in  heart*  much  left  lal^ 
can  have  ip  him  ?  No^  no*  b?t  pot  .any  man  deceive  u a ;  Theft  things  evidently 
mark  out  the  children  of  the  devil,  indiftic&lon  from  the  children  of  God,  ami  aU 
Tech  continue  under  the  power  of  fpiritnql  death*  In  oppofition  to  them  that 
have  eternal  Jtfe*  How  muchtbercforeLdcth  it  concern  every  one  of  us  to  in? 
quire,  in  -which  uf'thcfe  rants  we  ftand  ?  Whether  our  consciences  acquit,  or 
cunt’emn  us  in  Hie  judgement  (hey  pats,  upon  Icpous  deliberation  about  our 
own  (late,  temper  and  way  before  God  ?  Aiul  O  how  careful  ought  we  to  he 
h  rVirrnlvijr  ih  it  judgement  concerning  ourfelvcs,  fiuce  the  infinitely  great  and 
holy  God*  who  knows  our  hearts,  is  the  fnprtmc.  judge  of  all ;  and  by  his  judge* 
menu  we  mud  tend  or  fall  for  ever  ! 


% 


C  H  A  P.  IV. 

The  Jpoflle  cautions  believers  again#  giving  heed  to  every  one  that  fre • 
tends  ti  the  Spirit ,  and  Jbevs  htiv.  to  injiiugwjb  the  true  front  the 
j&ije  claimants  if  it)  _l  — —  6 ,  Then  returns  to  hit  starting  topic  ef 
brotherly  hvet  as  a  proper  chara&erijlit  of  facers  CbrijlianS)  /'«» 
forcing  it  upon  them  bp  various  wight  j  confide  rations t  7—21. 


Text. 


Paraphrase.  ' 


B  Rioted,  bc- 
lirre  not  f- 
very  but 

try  tk«  ipiiiti 
whether  tWy 
are  ^rGoJ:  he- 
tauVn»ny  tijfe 
prophet*  are 
out  into 
tbr  id. 


a  Hereby  know 
ye  the -Spirit  of 

God:  Eyerylpi- 


i*  npAKE  heed*  dearly  beloved*  to  whom  God  has 
JL  given  his  fpirit,  (chap.nL  24*}  that  ye  hear* 
ken  not  to*  and  be  not  fed  need  By  every  pretender  to 
the  Spirit  of  God,  nor  by  every  doftrine,  (ver*  2.  3-) 
that  he  broaches  under  colour  of  extraordinary  light  and 
immediate  revelation ;  but,  before  ye  give  any  credit 
to,  and  fall  in  with  thofe  that  mike  fucb  high  proftf- 
ficms,  carefully  examine*  and  prove*  by  the  touch  florue 
of  the  word,  (Ila,  viiL  20.)  what  manner  of  fpirit  they 
are  of,  and  are  influenced  by,  and  what  dc&rines  they 
preach;  whether  they  etrry  plain  tokens  of  their ‘be* 
ing  fuch,  as  arc  agreeable  to  the  holy  nature  and  le¬ 
velled  wiilof  God,  and  derive  their  original  from  him 
or  not*  And  there  is  great  need  of  your  being  very 
cautious  on  this  head ;  heemfe  there  are  fwarms  of 
importers  at  this  day,  who,  according  to  our  Lord* a 
prediction*  are  gone  abroad,  and  make  a  great  ncife  in 
the  world,  Endeavouring  (if  it  were  podible)  to  deceive 
the  very  cleft.  (Mntth,  xx\w  24.) 

2*  Now,  to  give  you  a  certain  mark,  -whereby,  ye 
m?.y  know  who  arc  rau^hr  and  infpired  by  the  Spirit  of 
God*  and  who  w  not,  but  are  aftctl  by  a  fpirit  of 

delufion 


*5» 


rir  chat  eon  frf- 
ieth  that  Jefqt 

Cbrift  fa  corn* 
fn  th*  fUfli,  it  of 

frwk  ' 


g  And  every 
fpirit  that  c<m* 
Feflcth  not  that 
J<fni  CBrjfl:  fa 
■rvui*  tu  (k 
fa  7u>t  <}f  God  r 
and  thii  is  that 
Spirit  5?f  anti* 
chrtft;  jvhftcor 
you  bite  heard 
that  it  flipuld 
coraot  and  even 
pov  already  if 

it  ii?  the  qrorkk 


4  Tf  «IF  of 

pod,  iir tip  chil¬ 
dren,  and'  hate 
overcome  them : 
WaDle  fpator 
i#  he  fa  in 
you,  t^an  he 
fhat  fa  Lu  the 
^rarid/ 
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delation,  or  would  fallacious?  impede  upon  you;  It  U 

neceflary  for  you  to  obferye,  tnat  every  one,  who,  un¬ 
der  profeffiorw.  of  preaching  by  the  light  and  infpira- 
tioti  of  the  Spirit,  Cordially  believes,  freely  owns,  and 
boldly  profefles  bis  faith  id  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefof 
Chrift,  as  the  eternal  Word,  who  is  God,  and  the  only 
begotten  of  the  Father,  and  has  a&tialiy  been  made 
flefh  and  dwelt  amongft  us,  (John  i.  i,  14.  fee  the 
notes  rhete)  *and  came  into  an  incarnate  Hate  to  fulfil 
all  righteoufoefis,  and  take  away  pn  by  the  facrifice  of 
bimfolf,  and  if  to  be  entirely  trailed  in,  as  thconly  prue 
IdefDah,  for  eternal  life.;  foph  ap  one  rp^ily  is  wbat  he 
pigftflta  to  be,  and  fpeafcs  by  the  authority  and  infpira* 
tioQ  of  pod  according  to  bis  mind  and  wUI*  and 
bitnfelf  born  of  God. 

3.  And,  on  the  contrary,  ryety  pretender  to  preach 
by  the  -infpiradon  of’tfteSpirir,  that  do  not  believe  and 
own,  bat  dentes  that  Jjefus  Chrift  is  the  only  true  Mef- 
fiah,  who  as  the  eternal  Son  of  God  has  a  (Turned  a  real 
human  body,  as  Vf  ell  as  rca  Ton  able  foul,  and  taken  up¬ 
on  him  the  form  of  afervant,  and  become,  obedient 
unto  death  (JftijJ.  ii.  7,  6.)  for  the  .redemption  of  his 
people,  fnch  ap  one ‘is  neither  lent,  nor  .approved  of 
God,  nor  enlightened  by  his  Spirit,  nor  born  of  him  ; 
and  the  (pint  by  which  he  is'  governed,  is  that  very 
fpirit  of  oppofition  to  Chrift  and  his  gofpei,  concerning 
which  ye'  have  heard  from  our-Lord  and  his  apolUcsj 
as  has  been  already  hipted,  Jchap.  ii.  fee  the  pa- 
raphrj  Te  there)  that  jt  would  rife  and.  (hew  itfelfin  the 
Jaft  days ;  and  it  b»3  now  actually  begun  to  appear  and 
work  in  the  world  among  the  imppflors  of  this  day. 

4.  But  ye,  my  dear  children,  are  born  of  God,  and 
are  taught  by  the  u  m2  ion  which  ye  have  received  from 
the  Holy  One;  even  by  the  fpirit  which  he  has  given 
you,  (chap.  ii.  2c.  27.  and  iii.  14.)  that  ye  might  not 
be  carried  away  by  their  tfdufibnp;  and  ye  have  beep 

enabled  to  with  (land  thefe  iptpoftpr;,  gfid  their  errors 
in  do&rine  and  prnfiice,  apd  to  gain  a  noblpconqueft 
pyef  them,  by  the  ftedfaftnds  of  your  faith,  ptqfcljian| 

.....  .  .  2^,^ 

T 

d*foriptfan  pf  fa 

td,  and  included  1st*  though  it  br  not 
flie  jtfhote  of  what  is  to  be  ctitfMfca 

^neerntnw  itm :  Arid  ihey,wlio,onthe 
eontrinr,  aeny  that*  CkriJfc  came  to  of* 
frr  ijp  hitr.fclf  at  i  Ai* 

ylgc  .aisdjmaH*  atmietnent  for 

fin,  do,  In  effect,  deny  hiroroheconi^ 


N  O 


*  firi  }<■ 

A J  Clr:jf  is  time  :n  ibc  fitjhw  *ray  ivir 
fcx  0  In?**  «  rafm 

inijvlit4  he-  iVuil^red 

rv'ffft/f//  ibat  c*nff(prj  7 -/hi  C'Wfi 

aadfr  £lm4l 
Jill 


.. .^  ^bj|racitrt,  and  pet  bare iy  that 
rpMTttfiriliU'  fttlertW,  tbutbi'  h  in 

fV  PA  which  I  tike  iq  be' only  fodi  ft 

#■*4  .  -  -  -  ■  u.  .  K  %a. 


purpafe 

which  Cod,  kb  Father,  (cut  iitSL 

-1  4  i  p 


Ch.  li 


the  Firfi  EpiftU  ef  John  paraphraftd* 


m 


obedience;  and ’ 
itm  all.  becaufe 


r  •••  -j  1 

wifdom  and  power 
gone  forth  into  tfle 


j  Ttej  are  of 


±urc  freak  \iicy 
ot*  orld  i  and 

%\:c  KH  tirld  )icar* 

p  ■  ■ 

eih 


Q  We  ere  «f 
Gnd;  bethut 
kuoveth  God , 
hearcth  m&i  he 

p 

that-  U '  ME  of 
£<hJ, 

notiu.  £(ei«br 
|Lnaw  wt  the 

Spirit  of  troth, 

and  the  fpiriiof 
ff***^' 


7  telovfil,  let 
£S  love  on*  ano¬ 
ther*  for  lr> vc  is 

*  T 

of  ;  utd  o 
▼erf  one  that 
I'irrtik  u  horn  of 

Godt  and  know* 
▼ill  God. 


and  to  latan  hjmfelf,  under  whom  it  a£ts,  and  who 
works  in  the  children  of  difobedience.  (Eph,  iL  2.) 

5.  The fe-. deceivers  that  think*  talk  and  a£k  under  hit 
influence,  are  men  of  carnal  minds,  who  walk  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  courfe  of  chi*  world  >  (Eph.  ii.'  2.)  whole 
news  and  intereftsare  all  of  a  temporal  nature,  relating 
to  the  riches,  honours  and  pleafures  of  this  prefect  em 
world,  they  therefore  propagate  fucb  notions  of  fecular 
dominion  and  grandeur  under  the  MelGah,  as  are  a- 
grceable  to  men  of  a  like  worldly  temper  with  them* 
{elves;  and  un regenerate  people,  who  place  thri(.-hap*- 
pioefo  in  the  things  of  tins  world,  hearken  to  them, 
and  greedily  fuck  in  their  corrupt  doctrines,  as- being 
molt  fiiitablc,  of  all  others,  to  their  own  fenfual  incli- 

.  nation  and  tafte. 

6.  But  we,  who  preach  an  incarnate  and  crucified 
Saviour,,  are  enlightened,  approved,  font  and  owned, 
as  well  as  horn  of  God ;  and  therefore  every  one  th^ 
truly  knows  any  thing  of  God,  and  is  well  affe&ed  to¬ 
ward  him,  according  to  the  difeoreries  he  has  made  o£ 
himfelf  in  G.hrifo  by'  the  gofpel,  diligently  attends  to, 
and  'heartily  embraces  the  divine  truths,  which  we 
have  received  by  revelation  from  him.  But  he  that  is 
not  boro  ofGod,  by  his  enlightening  and  renewing-in- 
fiucnce,.pays  no  regard  to  the  fpiritual  dodtrine  we  de¬ 
liver  concerning  Chrjft,  as  ihconly  true  Mcfiiah,  who 
is  come  ip  the  flefh ;  (vet,  3 .)  por  will  believe  qr  ad¬ 
here  to  us  who  preach  it.  This  is  a  diflinguUlijngcba- 
rafter,  whereby  we  may  calily  and  clearly  difeern  on 
one  hand,  the  fpirit  of  truth  and  its  preachers,  and  on 
the  other,  the  fpirit  of  falfehood  and  delufion,  and  what 
an  evil  fpirit  they  are  under,  the  power  of  who  pro¬ 
pagate  amichrittian  errors,  and  wicked  pra£Uces  ac¬ 
cording,  to' them. 

7.  Mow,  to  return  to  what  I  greatly  aim  at  in  this 
cpiftlc,  Jet  it  be  our  diligent  care,  beloved  of  the  Lord, 
and  therefore  of  me,  to  maintain,  exprefs  and  Ihew 
fotth  the  moll  fir  cere  and  brotherly  afleflton  one  to¬ 
wards  another  t  for  this  excellent  grace  is  the  fruit  of 
(he  Spirit,  the  i>iith  and  oilspring  of  God  himfelf,  who 
begeti,  cpmmar.ds,  and  approves  of  it.  And  every  one 
that  cultivates  and  exemplifies  this  amiable  principle, 
is  a  child  of  God,  regenerated  by  his  Spirit  $  and  has 
go  experimental}  appropriating  and  transforming  know- 
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8Heth«c  ]ot* 

not*  know- 
fcth  Apt  G«d; 
fcr  Grid  it  b?c. 


9  la  fhfcwjf 


wb  'u  ir 


ciute  cliat  God 
bnt  Km  only  ho- 
gmm  (M  into 


that 

w<  mig^i  liyc 


lo  Herein  5* 
lore;  not  l  bat 
*t  bred 

bat  that  he  lov¬ 
ed  BMf  tad  lent 

bi*5onf*^rbr 
fropitiatw  fin* 

PUT  fiat. 


Mge  of  tbe  perfections  and  will  of  GWt  and  particu* 
larly  of  his  love. 

S.  He,  on  the  comrary,  that. is  a  Aranger  to  this 
Chriftian  love,  is  unacquainted  with  the  nature  and 
wilt  of  God.  For  God  *  is  all  love,  he  is  the  perfec¬ 
tion  of  it  in  its  propenfions,  thoughts,  purpoies,  and 
dtlpenfattons  of  every  kind,  as  though  he  were  nothing 
but  love  toward  his  children,  and  in  bid  will  to  promote 
*  like  afle&kra  in  them  to  one  another :  He  therefore 
is  a  complete  pattern  of  it,  worthy  of  our  imitation, 
though  it  is  ahlolutely  impoffible  for  us  to  come  up  to 
any  thing  near  an  equality  to  bim  in  it,  as  appears,  if 
we  only  confidcr  tbe  following  eminent  demonftration 
efit. 

9.  The  aftoni thing,  felf- moving,  and  condeieending 
love  of  the  great  God  to  ua  broke  out,  and  was  difplay- 
ed  with  the  brighteft  and  mott  aftefting evidence  in  this 
matxhleb  wAance  of  it,  namely,  that  -in  the  fulnefc  of 
time,  God,  according  to  bis  eternal  purpofe  of  love  and 
grace.  Sent  forth  his  own  divine  and  only  begotten  Son, 
inn  way  of  fpccial  operation,  into  tbit  lower  world,  to 
aflame  human  nature  into  perfc>n»l*mion  with  hiqifelf, 
or  to  be  made  f  a  •woman,  made  under  the  /«W,  (0-  .re* 
deem  them  that  were  under  the  At  to,  (Gal.  iv.  4.5.)  that 
through  hit  merit  and  righteoufn efs  we,  who  believe 
in  him,  might  not  ptrijby  but  have  ever  la  fling  life . 

(John.tiL  itf.) 

10,  In  this  there  really  was*  and  moll  evidently  ap¬ 
peared  to  he  unparalleled  iove*  not  to  friends*  or  per- 
fons  lovely  m  themfehrt*  but  to  enemies*  Tinners*  and 
ungodly  wretches*  (Horn,  t,  6.  ft.  jo.)  not  from  any 
co  it  lid  t  rat  ion  or  foreiigbt  of  previous  lpve  in  us  toward 
him  so  move  him  to  it*  but  from  bis  own  mere  unde¬ 
fended  and  preventing  love  and  grace*  by  which  he  was 
beforehand  with  us*  (ver.  19.)  and*  in  the  greatnds  of 
that  lore*  he  fenthis  own  fupresaaely  heaved  and  only 
brgotten  .Son  to  bleed*  fuffer^nd  die  in  our  nature  amt 
Head,  and  thereby  make  an  effectual  atonement*  to  the 
full  fatisfa&ion  of  divine  jufUce*  for  our  great  and 
multiplied  offences*  which  olherwife  mult  have  beat 
charged  and  ptmiihed  upon  us  to  our  eternal  deftiuc- 
tiont 

it.  How 


K  DTE, 

*  fioi  I*  often  ft  1  fed  holy,  rightconf,  timatc  that  fids  it  tit*  uArttng  and 
vifrj  |weTf|J,  trm  aiid  faiThfiil,  and  rdlgoing  tHribcte  that  a  moll  i- 

roe  lUce^bot  I  do  Dot  rrcoilecfc  iliac  he  minMr  glory  upon  M  his  njhtr 
iTettfftid,  in  the  abstract*  t*  be  holt-  tiling  and  -apon  dc^osaAd  per* 

r!jrbicuur&«fit  fcvmajucoif  w.ub  iTKard  to  ltU  paptif* 

atbcislud  to  be  Jpvc*  may  Jo- 
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il  Mtrr*&Tl£ 
Clod  In  kivtiii  n% 
v:'£  ought  alft>  K> 
lore  one  ano^ 
then 


^Vnnnnliath 
IWh  fim]  at  ail y 
If  Iftve 
on:  inotheKi^ 
dvcl^rh  ui  us, 
and  Lrfs  Inve  4$ 

pert  Aed  m  ws. 


13  Hereby 

knotf  vt  That 
wcdwdjvu  lom, 
£i!tl  nc  ij;  ua  be* 
caitfr  he  hath 
u«  ofhis 


14  And  vc 
have  tea  anddu 
'irifcific,  rhar  the 
y-Mev  fruit  th^ 
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jJte 
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l  i.  Mow  great,  ye  dearly  beloved  eff  God  and  me, 
are  rite  conftrtrnrs  cf  this  Iotc !  If  God  loved  ns  at  fo 

Mgfcand  atr&AcmtfMng  a  fate  as  this,  we,  whom  be 

thm  iored,  and  f  edettard  by  the  precious  blood  of  Ms 
bony' malt  uerttinlv  ought,  in  imitation  of  Mm,  and  as 
in  floe  need  by  his  foperhrire  low,  to  keep  up  the  mod 
apdent-afTedrom  one  towards  another,  as  Chriftifti' fere* 
threri,  for  his  fake,  and  in  obedience  to  his  command¬ 
ment.  ^ver.  2i.) 

ill  God  bimfclf  b  an  invifiblc  fptrk,  mho*t  no  nss 
har/mt)  or  cm  fee  with  bodily  eyes,  (i  Tm»vi*  id?) 
to  move  his  affc£l Jen  to  Mm ;  but  the  objefis  of  his 
love,  who  hear  his  holy  image,  are  vifiMe,  daily  feen 
aod  converted  with,  that  we  might  be  induced  to  tef- 
rffy  our  love  to  him,  by  Viewing  it  for  his  fake  to_tbcm* 
(See  VCTV2G.)  If  therefore  we  lore  -one  another,  as 
children  of  bis  own  likenels,  that  is  a  proof  of  our  kwe 
to  hi  my  and  it  hereby  appears  that  he  dwells  m  lisbf 
hisSprritto  produor  this  love?  and  both  hi*  love  tp 
US' has  hereby  marnfefted  ideMy  and  attained  iu  end 
and  defign  to  a  good  degree  in  vs  ;  *  and  our  love  to 
him  is  hereby  brought  to  its  true  form,  and  exercilcd 
with  eminence, vand  ts  proved  to  be  Tmcerc  jn  ufi. 

13.  By  fhis  we  have  a  comfortable  evidence  of  a  «»- 
toal  inhabitation  between  God  and  vs,  of  our  dwelling 
by  faith  and  fare  in  union  and  com-m  union,  through 
Jefus  Gbrift,  wkhhrm  j  and  of  hi*  dwelling  by  gracious 
martifeftation?  and  influences  in  our  fouls  ;  bixaufe  he 
has  freely  afforded  us  rich  communications  of  his  Spirit 
to  beget  and  animate  this  faith  and  love,  and  to  call  a 
light  upon  his  own  work  in 

14*  And  we,  the  apoflles  cf  Chrift,  have  feen  lum 
with  our  bodily  eyes  (chap,  i,  (*)  in  his  human  naturd, 
preaching  aftd  tninidlcf,  fu  fieri  ngi,  death,  refurroftUm 
and  afcenfion  to  glory  ;  and  we  now  bear  witnefs,  upon 
inhiJfHe  evidence;  that  the  eternal  Father  has  actually 
fom  Ms  only  begotten  bun,  to  take  upon  him  our  na¬ 
ture; -and  by  the  conrfe  of  obedience  and  fufftiangs* 
wbiehin  that  humble  ftate  he  fulfilled,,  to  be  the  Re¬ 
deemer 

T  R. 

both  bis  jriTc  atiH  out*  mar 
be  f*iil  to  be  ■perfected  in  at*  touch  M** 
ter  she  frtne  ujju.ner  at  h>a  CLrangth  3* 
■frid  to  he  inad^  perfect,  or  niauife&ed 
with  aJv:AiTage  in  our  weaknefj* 

Cov.  xii.  9.)  and  at  frith  it  frJ4  lo  be 
mad;  perfeifc  or  demo  nitrated  to  be 
fincere*  ^euoiDc  and  ciiuucut*  by  v»rfcft* 
(Juiiwt  ii>  as  ) 


K  ■  (O' 

*  Hit  U'vts  {n  a?&wn  pulf)  may  he  mu- 
fi'Jcrcij  e(tb^  InhjeClivcty  tor  the  Jove 
tiiht  i.t  Id  hiiA.io  d^  or  objectively,  for 
ihe  lo^vWe  harve  th  rbrnDte 

oa  ebap  n.  15.  J  Jjut  trfclth  ever  w^y  we 
lake  1 1*  tis  love  fating  ptrfttM in  VJ  is 
cor  to  be  omlcrliood,  u  though  either 

his  Inve  to  ut  or  nnis  to  'Ltm.  had  ia 
ihh  wurld  xnmfUctely  attained  all  ire 
cuJi,  and  produced  ike  whole  of  It;  cf- 

h.  -r  "™  ■_  ■  ■ 
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irwWocTcr 
ihatlcoAfc  faliU 
Jefat  it  the  Son 
of  God,  God 
dwdkth  in  him 
ndhc  in  God* 


rf  And 
Iiitc  knbviuad 
leliercdthelQ  v  c 
that  God  hath 
to  it*  God  ii 
love;  and.  ho 
thatdvettcth  in 

loT^dvdlnhiv 

God,  and  God 
ip  him. 


,  Herein  it 
onr  lova  made 
perfect,  that  wo 

may  haw  bold- 
nefr  in  the  day 
of  judgement; 
becanfe  as  be  it* 
A»«r«*e  in  e|l1* 


l8  There  io  no 
foy  p  in  love  [ 
hot  pci^d  hvt 


;UC hhftr.:-:  felr 

Jiifti  '  torafent : 
ho  ybat  &arethf 
it  not  mode  per* 

fWfc  in  lore. 


deemer  and  Saviour  of  both  Jew*  and  Gentiles,  that  do, 
or  ever  (hail  believe  in  hint  throughout  the  world,  (fee 
the  note  on  John  iii.  i  6.)  according  to  ancient  prophe¬ 
cies,  that  the  defire  of  ail  nations  Jhoald  come,  (Hag.  ii, 
7.)  and  that  in  him  all  not  ions  of  the  earth Jhould  he  blef- 
fed.  (Gen.  xxii.  18.) 

1 5.  Whofoever  therefore  (hall,  from  a  principle  of 
faith,  which  works  by.  love,  boldly  own  and  declare  his 
belief  with  full  aflent  and  confent,  in  the  face  of  all  op- 
politico  and  danger,  in  thefe  perilous  dayB,  that  Jefus 
is  this  eminently  peculiar  Son  of  God,  and  the  only 
Saviour  of  finners,  it  is  thereby  manifeft  that  God 
dwells  in  him  by  his  Spirit,  which  has  led  him  into 
thefe  juft  and  exalted  fentiments  of  Cbrift,  with  a  firm 
adherence  to  him ;  and  that  he  dwells  in  God  by  faith 

✓and  love,  through  the  . great  mediator* 

16.  £nd  we,  who  are  bleffed  with  an  experience  of 
this,  have  been  well  aStired,  and  fully  perfwaded,  on 
the  foot  of  the  gofpel -  revelation ,  and  the  concurring 
witnefc  of  the  Spirit  with  our  fpirits,  that  the  moll  pe¬ 
culiar,  tranfeendent,  free  and  diftinguifhing  love  is  in 
the  heart  of  God  towards  us,  and  is  roanifefted  by  his 
fending  hit  Son  to  he  the  propitiation  far  our  jtns^  that 
me  might  live  through  him .  (ver.  9.  10.)  by 'this  it 
plainly  appears,  as  has  been  obferved,  (ver.  8.  fee  the 
note  there)  that  .God-  is  all  love  to  us,  and  there  is  no 
fury  in  him  again  ft  us ;  and  we  may  certainly  conclude 
from  thence,  that  whoever  lives  under  the  power  of  a 
hearty  love  to  him,  and  to  his  children  for  his  lake,  is 
£>  afGmilated  to  the  God  of  love,  as  to  abide  io  a  re¬ 
ciprocal  union  and  communion  with  him* 

17.  By  our  thus  dwelling  in  lore,  it  is  evjdemly  pro¬ 
ved  to  be  fin  cere  and  of  conGdcrsble  ftrength  1  (fee  the 
note  -on  ver*  1 1.)  and  it  having  this  plain  token  of  God's 
love  to  us,  we  may  a  flu  redly  hope  to  appear  with  bum¬ 
ble  confidence  before  him,  is  true  believers,  in  the  aw¬ 
ful  day  of  judgement ;  becaufe  as  he  is  all  love  to  us 
fo  we  in  rcfemblance  of  hint,  and  in  confideration  of 
his  love  are  filled  with  a  fupreme  love  to  him,  and  with 
a  fincere  and.  ardent  love  to  the  brethren  for  his  fake, 
even  while  we  dive  in  this  tempting  and  enfharing 
world. 

-  18.  This  love  is  of^focha  delightful  nature,  that 
tboygh  it  -  be  ever  attended  with  a  holy  filial  reverence 
of  God,  -and  cautious- fur  of  offending  him ;  yet,  as  we 

there hyknowthat  -we  have'pdffed  from  death  to  life, 
(chap.  iii.  14.)  there  is.no  difttuftfuf,  defpairing,  or  ter¬ 
rifying  fear  pf  God  in  it,  as- if  hr  were  our  enemy :  but 
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a  fincere  tore  to  him,  and  to  fellow- Chri  (liana  for  his 
(ike,  especially  when  it  is  exalted  to  its  higheft  pitch 
and  fervour,  under  an  alluring  fenfc  of  bis  love  to  us, 
hanifhes  ail  diffident,  flavifh  fear  of  God :  becaufe  this 
fort  of  fear  is  a  molt  dt  ft  re  fling  paffion,  utterly  inconfi- 
ftent  with  a  prevailing  fenfe  of  his  love,  and  with  the 
fweetnefe,  pleafure  and  confidence  of  a  complacential 
love  to  him.  It  is  a  plain  confluence  from  hence, 
that  he  who  has  a  Servile  dread  of  God,  a9  an  enemy, 
is  far  from  living  under  the  power  of  that  delightful 
love,  which  Springs  from  faith,  and  considers  him  as  a 
reconciled  God  and  father  in  Chrift,  and  as  the  mod  a- 
miable  objed,  infinitely  lovely  in  himfelf,  and  all  love 
to  ns,  (ver.  1 6.) 

19.  Our  love  to  him  is  kindled  by,  and  ts  the  fruit 
and  eftefik  of  his  own  free  love  to.  us.  He  was  firft  la 
his  love  to  us,  which  eternally  delighted  hr^aU  his 
thoughts,  fchemes  and  purpofes  of  glorifying  himfelf  in 
our  recovery  and  falvatton  by  his  . Son,  and  which  is  the 
original  caufe  and  pattern  of  all  our  love  to  him ;  and 
the  mamfeftartbns  of  his  love  to  us,  and  our  (enfe  of  it 
and  refle&ions  upon  it,  are  the  powerful  motives  of  ours 
again  to  him ;  our  hearts  having  before  heeti  alienated 
from  him,  and  never  would  have  been  in  love  with  him, 
bad  he  not  firft  loved  us,  and  given  us  Come  difcovcrics 
of  it  to  induce  our  love  to  him  again. 

ao.  This  love  to  God  is  fo  inseparably  connected  with 
love  to  his  children,  that  if  any  one  pretends  to  (ay,  I 
love  God,  and  at  the  fame  time  bears  an  uncharitable, 
ir  recon  disable  and  malicious  temper  toward  his  Chri- 
ftiaa  brother,  he  ads  inconfi  Gently  with,  and  gives  the 
lie  to  his  own  profeffion,  and  to  all  that  the  holy  Scrip- 
tores  fay  about  finecre  love  to  God,  which  includes  a 
love  to  all  that  bear  his  image  and  belong  to  him  t  for 
whoever  he  be  that  has  not  a  cordial  afic&ton  to  his 
brother  in  the  faith  and  fellowlhip  of  the  gofpel,  whom 
be  has  fern  with  his  bodily  eyes,  in  whom'  he  may  alfo 
fee  vifihie  traces  of  the  image  of  God,  and  who.  is  an 
objed  daily  pt  dented  to  his  fenfes,  to  raifc  his  efteem 
of  hint,  and  move  his  companion  and  kiodnefs  to  him, 

as  occafions  require ;  how  is  it  likely,  or  even  poffibie, 
that  he  fhould  heartily  love  God,  who  is  invifible  to 
mortal  eyes,  and  makes  no  impreflion  of  himfelf  upon 
the  external  fenfes,  to  ailed  the  heart  and  engage  its  love 
to  him,  which  can  never  be  fincere  without  a  confer- 
entious  idpeft  to  all  his  commandments  ?  (fee  chap, 
v.  3.) 

r  ai.  And 
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21,  And  thb  u  one  great  and  fummary  command* 
racne*  which  wc  have  received  from  him*  as  ye  have 
heard*  (chap*  iii,  2.3.)  and  which  he  has  given  u&in  the 
moral  jaw*  and  with  further  explications  and  enforce¬ 
ments  by  Jefus  Chrift  in  the  gofpd*  (Match*  xjrii.  37— 
39.  and  John  xv.  ia*  17*)*  that  he,  who  ftneerely  )ove£ 
God,  Qx>uld  alfo  love  his  Chriftiaa  brother,  who  beau 
bis  Father's  image*  and  is  dear  to.bioi;  ?mA  Jhould 
make  it  appear  by  this*  that  be  doth  indeed  unfeigned* 

Jy  love  God> 

iecollsc  nom 

What  a  certain  tat  have  private  Chriftianfl,  as  well  is  others,  in -the  word  of 
God,  to  diftingmfh 'between  thofc  that  broach  errors  concerning  the  ritene  per- 
fon  and  faring  offices  of  Chrift,  under  pretence  of  tht  ir  having  the  Spirit  of  God  ; 
And  thofc  that, under  hi*  gtiirfjuw*'  and  influence,  preach  the  truth  as  it  is  w  Je- 
fuv*  and  cordially  own,  and  bravely  profefe,  that  he  la  the  emty  begotten  Son  of 
God,  and  has  really  appeared  k»  human  nature  as  the  Saviour  of  loft  (inrrrs  a-  1 
.  tnong  both  Jews  and  Gnrtiles  !  All  pretenders  to  the  Spirit  r.re  not  of  God, 
nor  sre  tc  be  believed  and  followed ;  and  they  that  are  born  of  Coil  need  not  to 
be  ft  urn  bled  at  them,  fince  thor  ever  hare  been  fuch  in  the  world  ;  r.mi  true 
believers  are  enabled  to  fee  through  them  ami  their  rtchifions,  sod  to  withftand 
:  and  overcome  them  ;  beezufe  God,  who  dwells  i a  them  byjiis  Spirit,  is  infi¬ 
nitely  greater,  w&r  and  Wronger  than  the  devil,  who  works  and  prevails  by  his 
antkbriftfanemiffiries,  upon  carnal  men*  And  what  wmjderis  it,  that  people 
of  a  worldly  fpirit  ftiotrid  adhere  to  them,  who  are  like  themfllvcs.  and  aceom* 
jnod.it c  thrir  fchernea  and  dtfcourft*  to  their  corrupt,  tafte  ?  Hut  the  femnts  <4 
God  [peak  from,  and  for  him,  according  to  his  mind  and  will :  and  Therefore 
are  fuitabfy  regarded  by  thole,  ami  thofc  only  tint  are  well  afii  efcd  in  tlic:r 
hearts  toward  him .p— How  aftoiiiftun^  is  the  free  hwe  of  God  Iowan)  fitch 
finful  creatures  as  we  are,  that  Itc  (as  his  ittfptred  fervauts  teftifv)  bas  feat  his 
belt  beloved  , Son  into  the  world  to  be  the  prcpiriaiton  far  our  fin*,  that  we 
might  live  in  all  bicflrdnefs  and  glory  far  ever  with  him  J  This  is  a  high  drwm- 
ftratioa  jedeed,  that  God  is  love;  and  wc  muft  be,  utter  ft  rangers  to  his  amiable 
excellencies,  if  we  don't  love  him ;  Not  that  we  arc  or  can  be  bcfore-haiid  wiiu 
him  ip  loving;  for  we  love  btm,  beraufc  he  firft  loved  us,  am!  breaufe  w*  ire 
brought,  under  his  influence  and  manifrfta’rion,  to  know  and  hr  Sieve  it.  Ibis 
melts  our  hearts  am!  gains  over  our  a  (Ted  ions  to  him,  and  hi  Ins  children  far 
his  fake*  And  what  a  Cure  token  is  this  of  our  being  born  of  God;  -xisdefirs 
dwelling  by  bis  Spirit  io  us,  and  of  cur  union  and  communion  with  Irm, 
as  thofc  whom  he  loves  ■  Hut  how  vain  and  prepofttrous  is  it,  far  any  Ut 
l.  pretend  that  they  have  a  true  and  hearty  love  to  that  God,  whom  they  never 
few*  jf  they  have  enmity  io  their  fonUagatnft  t.hofe  111  whom  his  is  ri- 

fible.  and  whom  they  often  fee  and  convert?  with !  This  is  giving  the  iie  to  their 
own  profcffion,  and  to  the  declarations  of  God  in  hn  won),  who  has  comma nri- 
cd  that  he  who  loves  him,  ihouldlorc  his  brother  alfo*  Acul  when  lure 'to  God 
imd  one  another  is  genuine  and  abounding,  how  ftrret  are  its  workings  !  |t  i«s- 
nifliesall  (hvifli  tormenting  fear  of  him  and  of  his  wrath,  which  is  incontine  nt 
with  an  afletfliomr c  hive  to  him,  -am I  to  his  children  as  fuck*  But  having  th:a 
evidence  of  our  interrft  in  bis  love,  with  what  fatlaffiifrion  may  we  hope  to  ap* 
l  pear  before  him  with  humble  boldnefs  Id  the  day  of  judgement,  as  thofc  that 

» xre  accepted  of  him  through  bis  Son, 
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Tfo  Apoflle  concludes  bis  argument  for  brotherly  love ,  £;/  that 

it  is  the  *f  &  n*w  birthy  which  produces  fuch  a  love  to  Cody  as 
makes  obedience  to  all  his  com7nandrmsits  pleaftnt9  and  futh  a  faith 
in  Chrifi*  as  overcomes  this  worlds  1—5*  Thent  to  efiablxfb  their 
faith  in  Cbrifly  he  refers  to  three  witnfjjis  in  heaven*  and  three  on 
earthy  as  concurring  to  prove  that  Jefus ,  the  Son  of  Cod*  it  the  true 
A [*j/idb)6 — y.  Shews  the  fatisf  aFlion  that  the  believer  has  in  his 
own  foul  about  hint*  and  eternal  life  through  b*m$  and  about  God's 
hearing  and  an  fusering  the  prayers  that  are  offered  tip  according  to 
his  willy  for  ourfetves  and  others*  10 — 17-  And  concludes  with  an 
account  of  the  happy  condition  of  true  believers  beyond  the  reft  of  the 
world%  and  with  a  charge  to  renounce  all  idolatry ,  18 — >ii*  -  -  ■■ 


Text 


Paraphrase* 


1  VXf Hnft  -  v  er 

V|  UelicY- 

tt h  tliat  Jefus 
is  the  Chriit,  Is 
bora  «f  Cod; 
and  **ery  one 
that  taveth  him 
that  Hcgat t  Ur- 
cfli  h  tmalfothat 
m  btgotun  of 
hlQL. 


N 


1  Bytht*  we 

know  that  we 
love  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Go'll 
when  we  love 
Oed  and  keep 
hie  command* 
m*nu. 


3  For  this  is 
the  lore  of  Gn<1, 
that  we  keep 

hi*  command¬ 
ment*  ;  and  his 
contm&ndincnrs 
arc  not  griev* 
c:i$* 


upon 


f 


this  epiftle,  ye  ought  ftrioullv  to  confidcr,  that  whofoe- 
ver  in  his  very  heart  believes  that  Jefus  is  thetrueMcf- 
fiah,  and  has  accordingly  an  intire  dependence  npon 
him,  as  the  anointed  prophet,  pried 'ami  king  of  the 
church,  for  all  lalvation,  is  regenerated  by  the  Spirit  of 
God  :  and  every  one  who,  from  this  principle  of  faith, 
as  a  fupreme  love  to  God,  in  his  eftecni  of  him,  cltfire 
after  him,  and  delight  in  him,  who  of  his  own  will  be* 
at  us  with  the  word  of  truth ,  (James  i*  18*)  cannot 
ut  likewise  bear  a  good  will  to,  and  take  pleafure  in 
his  Chriftian  brother,  merely  becaufe  he  is  beloved  of 
God,  and  bears  his  image,  as  one  that  is  fpiritually  be* 
gotten  of  him* 

2.  It  is  a  plain  token,  by  which  we  know  that  we 
love  the  children  of  God,  with  a  genuine  Chriftian 
Jove,  merely  on  account  of  their  religion  and  Ijkenelito 
him,  when  it  proceeds  from  fuch  a  prevailing  love  to 
God  himfelf,  as  inclines  and  engages  us  fincercly  to  en¬ 
deavour,  by  his  grace,  to  lire  in  ail  holy  obedience  to 
h‘4  commandments,  relating  to  this  and  every  other 
dutv* 

•i 

3.  For  this  U  the  true  and  didinguifhmg  charafterif* 
tic  of  an  unfeigned  and  governing  love  to  God;  and 
this  is  the  tell,  proof  and  evidence  of  its  being  fo,  and 
is  its  proper  tendency  and  efivft,  that  it  determines  u» 
to  have  *n  impartial  reft, eft  to  all  h:s  commandments  : 

(Pf.  cxii  6.)  and  this  (weedy  contains  us  to  pay  a 

con- 


L 


4  Pffrvttlfo* 
crcr  it  bom  of 
God,  ovcrcom- 
cth  the  wtn-ld : 
and  this  »  the 
victory  thut  o- 
vercetnei  h  the 
world,  /CT0OI1C 
.fftitlL- 


5  Who  is  he 
that  overcome 
eth^thc  vorld, 
but  be  that  be¬ 
lie  vetb  that  Jc’ 
fiu  i<  the  Sou  of 

God? 


6  This  it  he 
th&ttaxntbywi- 
ter  and  blood,  r* 
Vtn  JefnsCbrtft ; 
not  bjwattr  on¬ 
ly,  but  by  water 
aod  blood  *.  and 
'it  is  the  Spirit 
*thnt  beareth 
witaerijbecatkfe 
ihe  Spirit  u 
truth. 


*TU  Firjt  EpifiU  cf  J  o  h  n  pardpbr&ftd*  Cb<  v* 
con  fri  curious  obedience  to  them,  without  picking  and 

chuGng,  or  counting  any  of  them  a  heavy  bur¬ 

den  or  grievous  talk ;  but  attending  to  them  all,  as  com¬ 
prehended  in  the  great  Jaw  of  love*  with  freedom  and 
delight*  (fee  Matth*  si-  29-  30.)  ^ 

4-  For  whofofevcf  is  born  again  by  the  regenerating 
operation  of  the  Spirit  of  God*  he  hitofelf,  and  ** 
yryi  all  that  new  nature  which  is  born  or  produ¬ 

ced  in  him,  gets  above  the  terrors  and  allurement!  of 
the  men  and  things  of  this  world*  and  even  triumphs 
over  them,  lo  as  not  to  be  difheartned'Or  driven  away 
by  the  one,  or  drawn  aGde  by  the  other,  from  his  duty 
toward  God :  and  the  noble'  oonqueft,  which  we,  of  this 
char ader,  obtain  over  every  thing  of  this  w6r]d,  that 
would  obftruft  or  interfere  with  our  love  and -obedi¬ 
ence  to  God,  is  not  by  any  power  of  our  own*  but  by 
the  ftreugth  we  derive  from  Chrift,  tbrtf  faith  in  him, 
whereby  we  trull  in  him  and  in  God  through  him,  amf 
have  realizing  and  a  flu  ring  views  and  hopes  of  an  in¬ 
comparably  higher  happinefs  in  the  world  to  come,  than 
'tis  poffibk  for  us  to  lofe  ia  this*  (Heb*  x*  34*  and  xu 

*o 

5*  Who  is  there  of  all  mankind,  whether  Jew  or 
Gentile,  that  ever  hath  obtained  fuch  avi&ory  over  this 
world,  and  is  ib  far  dead  to  everything  in  it,  as  not  to 
be  cooled  in  his  afieftions  toward  God,  nor  alienated  in 
heart  or  life  from  him,  by  any  of-  its  frowns  or  faults? 
Where  is  the  man  that  has  attained  to  this,  but  the 
Chriftian,  who  in  his  very  foul  believer  that  Jrfus  is  the 
true  Mefliah,  and  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  and 
depends  upon  him  by  a  lively  and  effe&uai  faith  a$  fuch 
for  j  unification,  fa  ratification  and  complete  falvarion  ? 

6.  This  true  and  only  Mefliah,  even  Jefus  the  anoint* 
ed  Saviour,  is  he  who  came  into  our  world  with  a  com- 
miflion  from  his  heavenly  Father  to  fulfil  the- work  of 
redemption,  which  was  divinely  teftified,  not  only  hy 
his  coming  with  water  at  his  baprifm,  (Mafth.  Hi*  16.) 
but  alfo  with  water  and  blood  at  his  death,  when  the 
writer  of  this  epifllc  particularly  obferved,  that  both  wa¬ 
ter  and  blood  came  forth  from  his  pierced  fide,  iiitima* 
ring,  in  a  fymbolical  way,  the  purification  which  was 
brought  in  by  him  from  the  defilement  and  guiltoflin, 
according  to  what  was  typified  by  Jegal  waitings  with 
water,  and  with  blood  of  expiatory  facrifices.  (fee  the 
note  on  John  xix.  34*  35.)  And  his  character  was  ar* 
ter  wards  attefted  by  the  holy  Spirit,  io  applying  the 
virtue  of  his  death  to  the  conferences  of  believers  for 
producing  both  thefe  effects,  as  well  as  to  glorifying 

Uuift* 


Cb.  t* 


The  Fitfh  Efifik  of  J  o  h  H  faraphrajid. 
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7  For  there' 
ora  three 

bearv  record?  in- 

J-  ^  ■ 

licavcx^  t|ie  Fa- 
l  her,  ihe'Wwdj 

end  the  Jwrty 
G^dft:iD4th^lO 
three  ore  one;^ 


j 

j 

Chrift,  by  (hewing  bis  things  totheiw,  and  enabling 
bis  female  to.  work  innumerable  miracles  in  his  name} 
and  we  may  depend  upon  the  witnefe  which  the  Holy 
Spirit*  in  this  pradicai  and  effectual;,  manner,  bore  n> 
Chrift,  becavfe'he  is,  by  way  of  eminence,  the  Spirit 
of  troth.  (John  jiv.  iy.)  ^ 

y.  For  there  are  three,  divine  per  lorn,  tbt  habitatioa^ 
of  whofe  glory  is  in  heaven,  that  bear  their  united  tcC*; 
timony  to  the-  incarnate  Saviour  from  thence.  The  fieft- 
19  God-  the  Father,  who  faid  of  Chrift  at  bis  baptifny' 
and  transfiguration,  (Mattb.  iti.  17.  and  xvii.  j.)  this, 
it  mj  beloved  &ont  in  v/boof'l  am  vrefl  f  leafed ;  and 
(Rom*  i.  4.)  declared  him  to  tie  the  Son  of  Cod  -with 
fvfsert  bj  the  refurreftkn  fiam  the  dead :  the.  fecond  is 
the  eternal  uncreated  Word  him  ft  If,  who  ever  was  Gtx| 
with  tKe  father  ^  (See  the  note  00  John  i,  1.)  arufTaid, 
I  and  my  Father^Stfotie  ;  (John.  X.  30.)  and  often  af- 
ferted  his  office,  a9  well  as  divine  chara&er  in  the  plain* 
eft  terms,  and'  appealed  for  the  truth  of  it  to  the  mira¬ 
cles  which  he  wrought  by  his  own  power,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  to  his  raiGrg'himielf  from  the  dead:  (John  ii. 
19.J  the  third  of  tnefe  heavenly  witndlesis  the  Holy 
Spirit,  who  gave  abundant  alterations  to  our  hlefled 
Lord,  as  the  oiily  Saviour,  by  his-  vifible  delccnt  upon 
hirn  ahhis  baptifm*  (Luke  iii.  22.)  and  by  bis  coming 
from  the  exalted  Mefliah  in  heaven  to  bear  witnefs  to 
him,  and  to  fpread.his  name,  kingdom  and  glory  in  the 
world®.  And  theft  three  heavenly  yvjjtucJles,  though 

t  -  L  .perfopafljt 


Vql.  VI. 


■  NO' 

^  It  would  W  to  little  fnrpAfc  te 
trouble  the  ^mniin  Rn^lifti  reader 
with  The  d ifpfttes  that  critter,  cfpechh 
ly  of ;  larer  i^es,  have  nafed  dboitr  the 
g*  wines  tA  of  rhis  verfeL  The  kame4 
may  confide  bfilk  Xn  Toe.  where  the 
Doctor  give*  the  fulled  Gareth  *c- 
coutir'Eliave  any  where" met  with,  of 
the  pioa*  that  art  urged  from  ancient 
eop+uir  verfiom  and  quotations,  on  both 
litlci  of  the  tjuefUtm;  iWui  the  whole  of 
which  he  cftnclmh^  that  the  arguments 
bruiijilit  for  the  antlmrlty  of  the  text 
kem  to  hiiu  to  be  fe  ilrong,  that  it  ouyht 
hytio-mcana  to  faedropfd,  and  Several  ra¬ 
tional  evidences  to  iupport  theanthen* 
tirnefs  of  h  maybe  fe«n  in  Mr  Jolt  n 

lUyneld's  coatinuatlpu  of  Mr  Henry's 
portion,  where  be  mekei  moft  of  t be 
JhUowhig  ebfcrrai  inn*/ with  which  1 
have  intermixed  a  IVw  others.  -  If  wc 
drop  ibis  verfe,  and  join  the  gih/te  the 


T  E, 

6th,  it  looks  too  like  -a  tautology T  and 
the  beauty  nod  propriety  of  the  eon' 
ne&ioa  is  lol^  as  may  appear  tp  any 
that  attentively  read  the  cell  and  8th 
verfes  together,  leaving  out  the  7th ; 
and  they  don't  give  us  near  Jb  noble  an 
introduction  of  the  wiineffes,  as  our 
prefrftt  reading  doth;  nor  make  the 
Yifible  opp  fktioa  to  fame  witnefs  or 
witness  rlfowhere,  as  3s  tuaoifcQJy 
ftiggcitcd  in  the  words,  u4nd  ibtre  art 
flrtf  tkii  ifddr  -uihfffj j  tu  earth  *er*  8L 
But  all  (lands  in  a  natural  and  elegant 
order,  ifwetakein  the  7th  verf«,  which 
is  very  agree ablcj  and  almoft  pecnliM<-  to 
The  (Uie  and  ft;  mi  merits  of  our  A  police, 
who,  of  all  others,  deliphu  in  theft:  ti¬ 
tled  it;'  Father  and  tie  irrQrJt  gud  who 
b  the  only  fat  red  writer  that  records 
ourLunVs  words,  in  which  he  fpeaksof 
the  Spirit**  If  ft  tfhinrw  aod 

‘  'tt  /i/wby  rtceivhig  </ lh  andjfrmt- 


Ch.  t. 


i6z  5V  /7/y?  EpijiU  vf  J  oh  b  ftrapkraftd. 


8  Andiberearo 
tli fee  that  bear 
V  i  Liiefil  nea  r  th, 
the  Spirit,  and 
the  water,  and 
the  blond  *  ud 
tbeft  three  a- 
jrw  In  one. 


perfonaHy  diftind  in  a  manner  that  infinitely  tranfeends 
all  our  ideas,  are  eflenmlly  one  divine  being,  one  thing 
{<*  cf«j  or  one  God,  in  diftinftton  from,  and  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  ail  nominal  or  pretended  deities,  which  by  na¬ 
ture  are  no  gods.  (CoK  fv*  8.) 

8.  And  in  concurring  testimony  with  thefe  three  di¬ 
vine  perfom  in  heaven,  who  fubftft  iothe  unity  of  the 
Godhead,  and  have  given  their  diftind  alterations  to 
the  faving  office  of  Chrilt,  *  there  arc  three  prafktcal 
witneffea  to  the  fame  upon  earth.  One  of  thefe  lies  in 
the  miraculous  gifts  and  faving  graces  of  the  Holy  Spi¬ 
rit  :  another  is  the  fpotiefe  purity  of  Ghrift's  human  na¬ 
ture  and  life,  (Heh.  vii.  otf.}  and  his  holy  do&rine,  by 
means  of  which  the  fouls  of  believers  are  fan&ified,  and 
deanfed,  as  it  were,  with  clean  water,  (John  xvii*  17* 
1  Pet.  i,  2  2.  and  Ezek.  xxxvi.  25.)  as  was  fignified,  not 
only  by  John’s  baptifin,  which  pointed  to  Chrift  for  this 
benefit  1  (Matth.  iit.  1 1,)  but  alio  by  our  Lord's  own  in- 
ftitution  of  the  flan  ding  ordinance  of  Chriftian  baptifm 
in  the  name  of  the  facred  three,  which  is  a  folemn  and 
holj  dedication  of  the  baptifed  to  tbc  Sqn,  together  with 
the  Father  and  the  holy  Ghoft :  and  the  third  of  thefe 
wknefles  is  the  blood  <f  the  New  Tefiament%  which  was 
Jbed  for  many  for  the  remijjion  of  jins  *  as  reprefiented  in 
the  Lord’s  fupper,  (Matth.  xivi*  28,)  and  applied  to 
purge  the  confcienca  of  true  believers  from  dead  works 

to 


NO 

trtg  to  hh  and  fays,  /  anJ 

■m 7  Father  arc  6ru.  (John  X.  XV  2  A 

and  xvh  140  The  trinitarian*  there* 
iorc  had  left  oetafioit  to  interpolate  this 
Verfa,  than  the  ant Urio  trarians  had 
to  .nice  it  out  of  the  facred  canon.  If 
any, -on  cither  fid tj  can  be  fuppofid  to 
be  fo  very  wicked  as  to  make  fuch  an- 
attempt;  and,  it  is  much  more  likely 
that  fame  trkjifcribcr  mijijbT,  through  tbc 
fimilitndc  of  tbe  beginning  of  the  7tb 
and  8th  verfesj  nr  through  fame  obfeu- 
Tity  in  tbe  writing  of  that  part  <rf  bis 

copy*  caret  efly  flip  over  tbe  7th,  than 

that  any  flimild  be  fo  daring  as  design¬ 
edly  to  add  it  to  tbc  text  =  and  it  can 
Jc&rcc  be  thought  that  the  Apoftle,  in 
representing  the  inundation  of  tbe  Ckri. 
ftian  faith,  and  the  variooa  teftimouie* 
that  were  given  to  Chrlft,  (bonld  omit 
the  fnpreme  teftTmony;  and  yet  with  a 
reference  to  tbc  before  recited  witnefles 
dhontd  add,  vcr.  9l  Ifw  receive  the  w>- 
nefi  of  mtn$  the  i vitnef*  §f  Gerfb  yreaU 
art  though,  according L  to  tbe  Ariaa 
of  the  8tli  veru>  no  immediate 

i  hi  " 


t  r.. 

witnefr  of  God  bad  been  mentioned  be* 
fore,  if  we  leave  out  the  7th  verfe.  (See 
Some  of  thefe,  and  fuch  tike  though  M, 
mote  act  large  in  Mr  Reynolds.  See  id  To 
Dr  Hammond  on  the  place.} 

*  Tbe  whole  context  Jhews  that  tbe 
wiinefe  here  given  to  Chrift;  relates  moft 
immediately  to  bis  character  as  the 
great  MdEah,  or  incarnate  Son  of  God* 
and  there  fa  re  be.  as  tbe  Word,  deno¬ 
ting  hi?  divine  utmre,  under  width  be 
is  mentioned  as  a  witnefato  this  charac¬ 
ter,  ver*7-  >i  at  proper  a  witnefa  of  it 
as  either  the  Father  or  the  Spirit  *,  and 
1  take  tbe  Spirit  in  this  verfe  to  relate, 
not  to  his  pcrfonsl  aUcftation  to  this 
character  of  Chrift,  vlilcb  he  gave  » 
one-  of  the  wit  nefles  in  heaven,  ver  7* 
but.ro  his  gifts  and  graces*,  finer  that 
which  Is  born  of  the  Spirit  is  called 
Spirit;  {John  ill*,  vh)  and  UieCe  vimefi 
to  Chrift  on  earth,  as  they  appear,  and 
evidently  operate  in,  and  hy  tb«  fob* 
jefis  of  them  oh  earth,  in  confirmation 
of  tbe  dodfcrinc  of  the  go  fuel  concern¬ 
ing  him. 


Gh.  t. 


The  tirfi  Spifile  ^Jdfls  ptraphrdjed. 
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9  If  m  re* 

tvtthewitneft 
oi  iitfD,  the 
nrfj  of  (rod  is 
^renter  ;ior  this 
n  the  vitneft  of 

God,  which  ho 
h  ath  of 

hit  Soil 


'idtfctbithe' 

trrreth  on  the 

SoonfGod  hath 
the  whnch  m 
hinfrjfi  he  that 
hdicreth  not 
GoJ,  hath  mailo 
Iilrn  a  liar*  he- 
Faiifc  lif  bellcv- 
eiU  nif*t  the  re¬ 
tard  thrt  God 
£xv*  of  bis  Soil 


If  AndtbfcU 
the  record,  that 
God  hath  ffivffl 

t'*  US  eternal 
life  \  and  this 

life  is  in  hia 
Son, 


Ufcrvt  the  Irving  God  (Heb.  ix.  14,)  And  thefe  three, 
though  they  be  not  one  in  nature  or  offence,  nor  are  to 
be  considered  under  per  fond  agency,  as  the  Father,  the 
Word  and  the  Holy  G boil  are ;  yet  they  harmontoufiy  a* 
gree,  (**r  tS  u)  unto  the  bearing  of  one  and  the  fame 
pra&icai  teftimony  among  themfelvs  on  earth,  and  with 
the  adorable  throe  in  heaven,  as  to  GbrifFa  being  the 
divine,  complete  and  only  Saviour  of  tinners* 

9*  Now  if,,  according  to  what  is  written  in  the  law 
of  -God>  we  readily  admit  of,  and  depend  upon  the  tes¬ 
timony  of  two  or  three  credible  wimdles  among  men, 
(Deut*  xvii.  6,  and  six*  15.  and  Matrh*  rviii*  16*)  and 
they  are  judged  fufficient  to  determine  all  controverts 
about  human  affairs  in  any  court  of  judicature;  wt 
may  be  much  more  hire  that  the  infallible  teftimony  of 
God  the. Father,  Son  and  Spirit  in  -heaven,  as  we)r~ai 
of  tbofe  three  other  witnefles/ by  divine  appointment, 
011  earth,  ought  to  be  unqurftion  ably  and  absolutely  de- 
pended  upotn  for  this4  U  the  teftimony  of  that  God 
who  cannot  lie,  and  who  in  thefe  various  ways  has  gi~ 
veo  it  concerning  hia  only  begotten  and  eternal  Son, 
with  regard  to  his  being  the  true  Mcfliah* 

10*  Whofoever,  upon  aii  (his  divine  evidence,  cor* 
d tally  believes  and  trulls  in  the  incarnate  Son  of  GL'd* 
as  thc  only  true  and  albfiifltrient  Saviour,  he. has,  by. 
the  light  and  influence  of  the  Spirit*  embraced  thitf 
witnefs  of  God,  and  has  an  experimental  and  ratify¬ 
ing  teftimony  in  bis  own  foul  of  the  fuitablenefi,  worth 
and  excellcncvof  Ohrid  \  of  his  abiiity'and  wiiiingneii 
to  fa ve  him;  . and  of  his  being  author! fed  and  every 
ujay  qualified  to  deliver  him  from  the  guiit  and  power 
of  his  fins,  and  frou^t!  the  mtferies  they  had  entailed 
upon  him,  and  to  conduct  him  fafe  to  heavenly  glory. 
On  the  contrary,  whnfoever,  through  unbelief,  rejects 
the  teftimony  of  God  concerning  Chrift  -and  frlvation 
atone  by  him,  he  flatly  coutradifU  the  truth  cf  what 
God  has  faid  about  ^  him,  and  fo,  in  effect,  gives  the 
great  and  holy  God  the  He  ;  bccaufe  he  docs  not  affent 
and  con  font  to,  and  rely  upon  the  plain  and  pofmve 
teftimony,  (r*r  patr vpw)  which  he  has  given  by  his  own 
witnefling,  in  the  ways  above  mentioned,  to  the  me* 
diatorial  character  of  hi$  only  begotten  Son.  . 

it.  And  this  is  the  fum  and  fubftanCc  of  the  divine 
.teftimony,  viz.  That  Gud  the  Farhef,  According  to  the 
eternal  coutifel  and  good  picafiire  okhis  will,  has,  on 
ChrilFs  account,  given  to  us  who.*bfelitve  in  him* 
(ver+  13.)  a  right  and  title  to,  ^nd^mtetnefs  for,  to- 
geiher  with  the  beginnings,  earnefts  and  forclaftes  of 

L  2  eternal 
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Chi.T. 


12  TTt  tli  ft  t 
hath  tke  Son, 
hath  life;  4#  ih« 
that  hath  mat 
the  Son  nl'Godi 
hath  not  life. 


14  And  this  Is 
the  Confidence 
that  we  have  in 
1"u»,  that  +  if  we 

according  to  his 
viJJj  he  frttmh 
us. 


J^Thefethtag? 
have  i  written 
nnto  yvvi  that 
helleve  cm  the 
■tame  of  the  Son 
of  God;  tharje 
mjv  know  that 
ye  Are  cWi-nal  1 
life, find  that  yi' 
may  believe  on 
the  name- of  the 
Son  of  God. 


eternal- life;  ahd  alt  the  felicity  of  this  moil  excellent 
life  is  pm-chafed  by,  and  treafured  up  and  fecured  in 
his  Son,  who,  as  the  head  of  his  body,  the  church,  has 
alt  the  fpriugs  and  fulnefs  of  it  in  htmfelf,  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  us  in  the  difpenfarions  of  grace,  which  (hall 
iffiie  in  all  the  blefiings  of  eternal-  glory. 

i  2.  Hence-  it  plainly  follows,  that  he  who  is  vitally 
united  to,  and  fo  has  a  fpecial  intereft  in  the  Son  of 
God,  as  his  heard  and  Redeemer,  through  faith  in' him, 
is  already  fpiritually  alive,  both  in  a  legal  and  moral 
fenfe,  and  has  the  whole  of  everlafting  life  in  title  and 
fore  rever lion  :  but  he  who,  through'  unbelief,  -rejects 
the  Son  of  God,  and  fo,'accoyding  to  the  gofpel-  coniti- 
tution,  excludes  himfelf  from  any  ..peculiar  /el  ation  to, 
and  ittterefl  in  him  as  a  divine  Saviour,  Continues  Rill 
to  be  dead  in  erdpafles  and  6ns,  and  has  no  pleadable 
right  or  claim  to  the  blef&ngs  of  eternal  fife.  (John. 
»i.  36.)  ^ 

13.  Mydefign  in  feting  rhefe  divine  teftimonies  to 
Chrift  in  fo  clear  and  ftrong  a  light  before  you,  who  un¬ 
der  a  fenfe  of  your  heiplefs,  guilty,  loft  and  mined  ftare 
and  condition,  as  finuers  again  ft  .God,-  heartily  receive 
and  depend  upon  bis, eternal  Son  as  your  only  Saviour, 
is,  that  ye  may  be  allured,  for  your  comfort,'  by  thd 
witnefs  of  the  Spirit  with,  and  in  your  own  fouls,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  word,  that  ye  have  alt  the  bleftednefs  and 
glory,  included  in  the  notion  of  an  immortal  and  bta* 
Venly  life,  in  title  and  reverfion ;  and  have  not  only  the 
earnefts  of  it  in  yourfclves,  but-have  the  whole  of  it  in 
Chrift  your  head,  who,  as  fuch,  has  taken  pofleflion  of 
it  for  you:  and  my  funher  view  herein  is,  that  ye 
may  he  excited  (UU  more  and  more  ftedfaftly,  and  with 
all  humhle  and  joyiul  confidence  and  perfevcrance  to 
adhere  to,  and  maintain  a  firm  and  inti  re  trull  in  the 
-merit  and  mediation  of  the  "only  begotten  Son  of  God. 

14.  And  we,  who  really  believe  in'him,  are  not  on¬ 
ly  a  flu  red  that  he  will  bring  us  fafe.  to  glory,  hut  we 
have  this  further  fatisfaQion  and  holy  bold oefs 

in  our  humble  addrefles  to  the  throne  of  grace  through 
him,  that  even  while  we  are  in  this  world  of  tempta¬ 
tion,  fin  and  forrow,  whatever  we  prefeut  our  petitions 
to  God  for,  wjth  faith  in  Chrift’s  name,  after  fuch  a 
manner  as  is  agreeable  to  his  holy  will,- according  to 
the  notices  he  has  given  of -it  in  the  declarations,  pre¬ 
cepts  and  promifes  of  his  ward,  be  mercifully  attends 
to,  and  favourably  regards  the  voice  of  our  fupplica* 
tions.  (Johnxri,  13.  04.  and  Jam.  i.  5.  6.) 

15.  And 
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like  the  reft  of  the  holy  feriptnres,  was  written  for  our  learning,  may 
be  cooGdcred  with  an  application  to  any  church  or  body  of  Chriftians, 
and  particular  perioits  among  them,  lb  far  as  its  fubjefi  matter  and 
terms  agree  to  them,  as  the  third  epjftle  to  ■  Gaius  may,  and  as  what 
God  faid  perfonally  to  Jofhua  is  allied  hi  common  to  all  true  bdk- 
vers,  Heb.  aii.  5.  (fee  the  note  there.) 


In  tbit  Jbort  letter  the  Apofile  faiutes  the  eleft  lady  and  her  children , 
1 — 3.  ExpreJJes  hit  joy  in,  and  further  excites  their  faith  and 
lev*,.  4—6.  Cautions  them  to  he  upon  their 'guard  againjt  deceivers , 
whom  he  deferihes,  7 — 9.  Direfts  their  conduit  toward  them,  1  o. 
I  u  And  cbncludes  with  exatfing  the  Jbort  nefs  <f  his  writing,  hy 
a  prom  iff,  God  willing,  to  make  them  a  vipt,  find  difeourfe  more 
largely  about  things,  feme  of  which  he  had  touched  upon  ;  and  with 
faiutationsfran  the  children  of  her  cleft  filer,  12.  13. 


Tut. 


The  rider 
uoto  the  e- 
lecfc  lad j,  and 
her  cfaildrcDi 
whom  I  ]ave  In 
the  truths  end 

1  v  h 

not  I  only,  but 
nHbaUttejtttat 
hivr  kjMHrsrth* 
Uptht 


4  Forth  et-rnt  hi 
vbrdi 
dweUcrh  rn  nij 
andfliall  be  with 

hj  forever  t 


Para  pr  r  its. 

1.  T OHN,  who  hy  a  far  advanced  age  in  nature  and 
J  Christianity,  as  well  as  by  his  apoltolic  office, 
and  that  of  long  handing,  is  the  only  furvmng  apoftJe, 
and  fa  emphatically  the  elder  of  the  chluch  of  Cbrift, 
fends  this  letter  to  the  noble  matron,'  who  is.  well  known 
to  be,  not  only  a  perfon  of  high.  birth  and  figure  in  the 
world ;  .hut,  which  is  moft.ofall  to  her  honour,  an.ex- 
celtent  and  eminently  choice  Cbriftian,  (fee  the  note 
on  Rom.  i.  1.)  which  carries  an  evident  token  of  God's 
having  from  tbe-beg  inning  ehofen  her  to  falmion, 
through  fan£ti6carion  of.  the  Spirir,  and  belief  of  the 
truth;  (2  TbefT.  ii.  13.)  and  .together  with  her,  the 
writer  of  this  cpiSle  includes  Her  amiable  children  who 
arc  partakers  of  the  fame  faith  .with  herfelf ;  all  of 
whom,  mother  and  children,  I  fincereJy  and  affection- 
atcly  love  in  Chril},  who  is  the  Truth,  (John.  xlv,  6.) 
and  for  the  fake  of  their  having  embraced  him  and  the 
truth  -of  the  gofpel ;  And  .not  only  1  myfetf,  but  all 
tbofc  likewife  that  have  heard  of  them,  and  efpeaally 
that  have  the  -honour  of  their  acquaintance,  abd  are 
them fe Ives  enlightened  with  a  fpiritual  and  experimen¬ 
tal  knowledge  of  Cbrift  and  of  his  truedo&rine,  (ver  9.) 
bear  a  high  efleem  of  them. 

a.  This  our  affe&ion.  ig  of  a  fpiritual  nature  merely, 
or  chiefly  at  leaft,  on  account  of  the  Lord  Jefus  who  is 
the  truth,  and  of  their  ,  harm  onions  agreement  with  sis 
jn  receiving  the  word  of  truth,  with  which  God  of  his 


own.  will  has  begotten  us;  (Jam.  i.  i8.)_and  which, 
being  an  incorruptible  feed,  abides  as  2  true  and  living 
principle  of  faith  and  hoiuiefs  in  us,  and  will  remain, 
as  fuch^  in  our  fouls  all  our  dap  upon  earth,  and  then 
flourilh  up  into  eternal  life  in  heaven. 

*1* 


+ 
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17  All  nnrltfh* 
teAninrrs  i®  fin ; 
and  there  It  a 
Jin  not  gam 
death* 


17.  It  muftbe  owned  Indeed  that  all  iniquity,  (*/**■*) 
as  it  is  contrary  to  what  is  right  and  jtift  toward  God, 
or  man*  is  a  deviation  {»wTI»)froni  the  holy-  law  of  God* 
and,  as  fuch*  in  drift  juftice  deferves  death.  Bat  as, 
under  the'  Jewilh  difpcn6rion*  there  w’erc  different 
forts  and  degrees  of  fin*  feme  of  which  were  ppnilhed 
with  death  without  mercy  \  (Hcb.  x.  iB.)  while  others 
admitted  of  an  atonement  1  (fee  Lev.  chzp*  iv.  v,  and 
vi.)  fo,  under  the  gofjwl  ftate*  there  Is  a  fort  of  finning 
which  is  not  aggravated*  like  that  againft  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  or  that  of  utter  apoltacy,  fo  as  to  be  out  of  the 
reach  of  pardoning  grace*  though  a  fincere  believer 
friay,  through  tefrtptatioiT  arid  infirmity*  like  David* 
Peter*  and  others*  fall  into  'heinous  fins;  and  there¬ 
fore  it  is  lawful  arid  a  duty  to  pray*  that  be  who 
been  guilty  of  only  fuch  fort  of  fins  may  he  forgiven 
for  Chrift^sfake*  according  to  Godrs  promife  in  hisco* 
venant  to  his  people*  (HeK  viii.  it ) 

18:  We  who  have  received  Cbrift,  as  the  only  Sa¬ 
viour*  are  well  a  flu  red,  both  from  the  word  of  God* 
and  from  the  immortal  nature  of  true  grace  in  the  heart* 
and  front  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  keep  it 
alive*  that  whoever  U  really  regenerated  by  the  Spirit 
of  God,  is  never  filffered  tri  commit  the  unpardonable 
fin  ;  #  nor  doth  he  with'  full  coitferit  and  deliberation 

V  J  T  *  ■ 

perfift  m  the  pratliee  of  any  known  ifiiquity  whatfoe- 
Ver ;  but  he  who  If  fpiritually  begotten  of  God,  and  fo 
born  again,  has  an  oner  deteftarion  of*  and  abiding 
contrariety  of  heart  agaiiilt  fuclrways  of  finning j  in  fo 
jnuch,  that  by  watchi'ulnefi  and  pyayer*  and  by  ftrengtb 
derived  from  Chrift*  be  takes  care  to  beep  himfelf  from 
them>  and  Satan,  that  wicked  fpitit,  has  no  power  to 
Influence  him  in  fucb  a  farmer,  as  to  carry  him  into 
a  determined  oppofitfon  to  j^hrift*  or  courfe  of  finning 
that  (hall  end  in  utter  apoftacy. 

19.  And  wc  are  well  fattsfied  that  we  are  fo  born  cf 
God,  as  to  be  partakers  of -a  divine  nature*  which  is  a 
powerful  and  abiding  principle  of  alHioliucfs;  and  that 
we  are  the  children  of  God,  in  a  peculiar  relation  to 
fiim,  and  fi<Je,witb  h|ai}  ^nd  we .know  that  all  tb^ 

NOTE. 

T  Whtitvrr  it  kirp  qfGai  n&t  ova  Chrift,  but  rivap  obftf  irately  fet 

feems  here  to  relate  particularly  tu  the  Ibcmiblves  agatuft  him;  and,  id  mfWr 
pnpantpvabtc  Jj*  again/t  the  Hpty  thcivVas  chargeable  o»  fhnfe.wh*  had 
CboXt  o.f  t<i  the  ltd  of  tott!  apoftiqr;  bc<n  an  d  m  ad  e  ft  prnfcflioa 

pn*  9*  whicl>f  *9  |  tafcc  i$,  'of  fai* K  \n  him  j  t»(l  Jtt,  m  the  apu&Lfs 


18  We  know 

that  ^Hofocver 
fi  born  of  God* 
Jipncth  not,  bur 
he  that  it  begot¬ 
ten  ofGod,kctp- 
cth  U'imfdf,aDd 

■  ^  i-  r 

that  wicked  ono 
touche ih  him 
not,  h 


15  ^Jtr^wtknov 
that  we  are  of 
froth  and  the 
trjiole  wiirld  H- 
0th  In  wicked' 
pef*.  ' 


jTpoke^  of  vpr.  ib-  add  perhap* . bo:fi 
rc‘lvrcd  ?n£he  bMlphcroy  a  gain  it 
Fflfeb  Ghnitj  a it  id  aac  view,  it  was 
ybunJ  ip  tfio/d  4vb«*K  imJar  ati  the  light 

gf  tbc  go/iic)  rjv^tion,  n»rer  yrooii| 


had  befbf*  fpqke  of  ir»«  bclicw*,  ** 
tiiofc  that  tiiniipt  jin  ^eiiberftfely*  anti 
with  i'nll  confent  and  ^probation,  (cl*, 
iii  6  *)  fed  the  nore  That  fmlis 

is  alfo  fcggeflfd  &  the  paraphrftfrt 

"  1 "  fit)  "  J  ' 
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7h*  Firjt  Bfi/Ue  of  John  paraphrafaL 
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1 39  Jtndwtkn,\r 
That  the  Sou  of 
God  h  cunae, 
and  hath  gWea 
m  an  under- 
lUnding  chat 
we  may  know 
him  that  iitrae; 
and  we  are  in 
him*that  it  true 
tvtn  Ir  hn  Son 
JdVu  Chrlib 
This  4i  the  me 
God,  And  etrr- 
najtife. 


*i  Lirtlefhil* 

drear  keep  your 
fclTerfrnmUkdi. 
Aouh. 


rdl  of  mankind  who  are  ftiangers  to  this  nev  birth, 
and  make  up  the  greateft  part  of  this  world,  continue 
voluntarily  under  the  power  of  fin,  and  of  the  wicked 
one,  {»  wo  ver.  18.)  and  mult  be  ranked  muter 
him  as  their  bead  and  prince,  who  works  in  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  diJbbedtcnce.  (£nh.  it.  7.)' 

20.  And,  from  all  the  undoubted  proofs  before  In¬ 
filled  on,  we  certainly  know  that-Jefus,  the  Son  of  God, 
has  afliimed  human  nature,  and  actually  come  into  tbis 
lower  world,  to  put  away  fin  by  the  facrifice  of  him- 
felf ;  (Heb.  ix.  2d.)  and  wc  know  by-  qur  own  bappy 
experience,  that  he  has  not  only  given  us  an  external 
revelation  in-  his  word,  but  has  enlightened  the  eyes  of 
our  minds  by  an  internal  operation  of  his  Spirit,  that 
we  might  have  a  laving  knowledge  of  him  who  is  Truth 
itfclf :  And  we  are  vitally  united  to  him,  wboj-ttr  Till 
that  he  has  faid,  is  the  true  aud  fauhful  witneCs,  (Rev. 
i.  y.)  even  Jefus  Chrift  the  eternal  Son  of  God.  *  This 
Jefus,  (»”<)  jn  his  original  nature,  is  the  only  living 
and  true  God  together  with  the  Father  and  Spirit,  and 
our  faith  in  him,  who  has  life  ip  himfelf,  and  is  the 
purchafer  and  giver  of  Ipiritual  life  to  us,  will  certainly 
t flue  in  eternal  life.  (John  v.  26.  and  xvii.  3.) 

21.  Upon  the  whole  then,  my  dear  children,  whom 
I  as  affectionately  love  as  a  father  doth  bis  tender 
babes,  let  all  thefe  confideratiohs  engage  you  to  ab- 
flain  from  every  appearance  of  fellowfhip  with  pagans 
in  their  idolatrous  worftiip  of  falfe  gods,  from  all  ufe  of 
images,  as  representations  of  the  deity,  or  as  mediums 
of  worlbip,  and  from  every  idol  of  your  own  hearts  ;  and 
confider  Chriil  as  the  true  God,  (vcr.  20.)  that  ye  may 
be  focured  again  H  idolatry  in  the  worlhip  which  ye  pay 
to  him.  So  may  it  be,  to  his  and  his  Father's  honour, 
and  to  your  own  comfort  and  falvation !  In  leltimony  of 
my  dc(ir£#nd  hope  of  its  being  fo,  1  heartily  Jay,  Atftcn, 
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*  *1",  d#ar  oy  ,nd  cftftUtft  the  Irsft 

of  this  pafiagv,  as  sftnilj  that  Clirilt 
i,  the  irw  Goil  bare  intended.  Itt  tij 
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Ter  mo  ns  an  Jefus  Chrift  God 
59-  to 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  divine,  infallibly  true,  and  rnoft  ten  ainly,  of  alt  others,  to  be  depended 
upon,  -are  the  numerous  united  leftimonks  to  our  Lon)  Jefus  Chriil,  as  The 
great  M<  'f.\ b,  who  is  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  thr  fame  in  nature  and  perfecti¬ 
ons  with  the  Father,  and  his  come  into  our  world  for  the  redemption  of  loft 
(inners  1  Ax  the  Father,  Son  and  Spirit  (who,  though  diftindt  perl  tins,  are  one 
divine  Reirg)  bore  witneis  to  him  from  heaven  ;  f«  the  graces  of  the  Spirit  in 
the  believers  heart,  the  purifying  elftAs  of  his  death  in  the  waffling  of  regene¬ 
ration,  an <1  "the  reinillioa  of  lies  through  faith  in  bis  blood,  agree  in  their  tefti- 

raouy 


Gh.  v» 
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jnonyoD  CTTthtohim,  asthc  only  and  dl-ftfliefent  Saviour  i  And  he  who, on 
the  credit  of  this  complicated  fiihftantial  tcftimonyi  heartily  believe*  and  trufts 
in  tbc  Son  of  G**d  for  all  falvaticftij  has  an  experimental  and  fatisfying  witntfs  in 
bis  own  foul*  which  frts  to  its  feat  that  God  fa  true*  and  dates  venture  his  e* 
ternal  alHipon  it.  Hut  be  who  rejcAs^his  teftnnony,  through  unbelief,  given 
the  iie*to*th e  great  God  himfcfty  the  fum  of  vrhofetefttmony  is,  that  he  has  gi¬ 
ven  to  believers  eternal  life  ;  and  this  life  is  fafiriy  treafured  up  for  them  in  hia 

Son*  And  O  how  great  is  their  happinefs  !  They  are  born  of  Godt  and.  bear 
his  image  as  his  children,  and  obtain  a  nofcle  vidoryover  this  world  by  their 
faith  :  /they  have  eternaHife  in  and  through  Jefufc  thrift  ;  rjnd  all  their  prayers 
‘of  faith  are -beard  andanfwertd  for  things  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God.  What 
t feh  provifcn  and  encouragement  is  here  for  perfeverndee,  with  increafing'bope 
and  joy,  in  the  livdy  excreifes  of  their  frith!  Though  there  beftifl  remainders 
of  iin  in  them,  they  cannot  deliberately  and  wilfully. go  into  the  practice  of  any 
iniquity,;  but  are  under  the  gov erument  of  tbit  love  to  God*  which  ci^/gea 
them  jfiticerely  to  love  Ids  children,  becaufe  they  are  begotten  of  him  after  bis 
own  tflenefs*  amUotake  pleafure  in  beeping  all  bift  comma ndments,  Every 
tranfgrefliofcof  tbc  law,  is  by  its  fentencc,  andinth^juftico,  worthy -of  death  * 
but  none  Of  them  is  fo  great,  as  not  to  admit  of  pardon  through -feitlHn  thcSon 
of  God,  except  thc  lin  againft  the  Holy  Gboft,  which  includes  total  apbfrady  in 
thofr  who  once  made  a  profefficn  of  thrift,  and  utterly  inconfHtent  with  true 
faith  iti  Mm ;  and  fofhall  never  be  forgiven*  But  there  is  room  for  prayer,  and 
hflpeof  recovery  for  an;  that  have  not  yet  committed  this  bin f  which  no  trnc 
believers  can  ever  fall  into ;  For  tbey  being  born  of  God*  and  united  to  Chrift* 
arc  under  efficacious  influence  to  fecure  them  again  ft  the  doriFs  ever  being  able 
to  draw  them  into  that  unpardonable  fin.  Hut  all  the  unregeocrate  part  of  the 
world  teduiu  Under  the  power  of  Gn  and  Sat  aft,  whom  they,  as  fervants,  wil¬ 
lingly  obey and  they  muft  pcrifli  in*  and  fortbeir  iniquities ;  unleia,  by  divine 
grace,  they  be  turned  from.  them,  and  brought  to  believe  in  Cbriflfbr  there- 
miffibn  of  them.  May  we  therefore,  in  folrmn  refte&ions  on  all  this,  abfe- 
lutdy  renounce  every  hind  of  idol,  and  worfbip  the  Lord  our  God,  and  him  on¬ 
ly  ;  and  never  entertain  a  degrading  thought  of  Chrift,  who,  together  witb  the 
Father  and  Spirit,  is  the  true  God,  and  'the  author  of  eternal  life  1  To  whom 
be  glory  now  andfor  ever-  Amen- 
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In  the.  Tom  of  a  Paraphrase, 


The  Preface  to  theSocond  Epiftle  of  Jo  Hit. 

X  . 

THE  matter  and  "ftHe,  the  Spirit  of  Jove,  and  many  expfeSdns 
in  this  -and  ‘the  ■  Ahd  epfflle  (whith  tte.dmigbt  to  have  been 
Wrote  loon  alter  die  full)  ■  being- vm  «M!y  like,  butt  he  very 
fame,  with  tbofe  that  appear  In  the  firft- epiftle  if  die  Apoftie*  Jbho, 
tliefe,  is  well  n  that,  hare  been  generally, -and  -with  good  reafon,  re¬ 
ceived  as  canonical  pieces  -of  bis  writings.  '(See  the  preface  to  the  firft 

epiftle.) 

This  fecondepHMe,  as  many  judicious  ■expefitors  think,  was  wrote 
to  fome  noted  perfon  of  quality  and  eminent  Chriftiwi  matron,  whofe 
proper  name  was  efther  Ele&a  (*■*•**■)  which  we  lender  ele£t,  or 
Cyrt.i,  (svp«)  whidi  is  rendered  lady,  and  to  her  religions  children, 
as  the  third  was  perionally'to  Gaius  j  while  others  fuppofe,  that  by 
the  e1e€l  lady  is  meaht  in  a  figurative  fenfc,  fome  New  Teftament 
church,  as  a  colle&ivehody,  moft  probably  at  Jcnifalcm,  and  by  her 
children,  the  particular  members  of  that  church  ;  and  that  by  tne  e- 
left  lifter  (ver.  i  3.j  is  meant  the  church,  where  the  apoftie  redded 
ivh^n  he  wrote  this  epiftle.  lint  whatever  dubious  conjectures  may 
lic'on  one  or  the  other  fide  of  the  qnettion,  1  rather  take  it  to  be  meant 
of  fome  particular  perfon  and  her  children,  whether  her  name  were 
jCygia  or  Eicfta,  or  not}  hecaofe  the  apoftie  fpcaking  in  the  Angular 
'  mirnber  fays,  (ver.  4.  j.)  I  rejoice  greatly  that  l found  of  thy  children 
Vialkitig  in  the  truth .  And  I  bcjcecb  thee,  Ladjy  not  as  though  'I 
•w rdtr  a  new  commandment  to  thee,  which  does  not  feem  to  be  very 
properly  underftood  of  a  church;  And  fpcaking  of  the  eleft  lifter’s 
children  greeting  her,  (ver.  13.)  he  exprefles  it  in  the  Angular  num¬ 
ber,  faying  greet  thee.  Accordingly  the  pataphrafe  keeps  up  the  air 
of  a  perfbnal  addeefs  to  the  cleft  lady  and  her  children,  which  as  it, 

■ .  •  .  jiic 
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like  the  reft  of  the  holy  feriptnres,  was  written  for  our  learning,  may 
be  cooGdcred  with  an  application  to  any  church  or  body  of  Chriftians, 
and  particular  perioits  among  them,  lb  far  as  its  fubjefi  matter  and 
terms  agree  to  them,  as  the  third  epjftle  to  ■  Gaius  may,  and  as  what 
God  faid  perfonally  to  Jofhua  is  allied  hi  common  to  all  true  bdk- 
vers,  Heb.  aii.  5.  (fee  the  note  there.) 


In  tbit  Jbort  letter  the  Apofile  faiutes  the  eleft  lady  and  her  children , 
1 — 3.  ExpreJJes  hit  joy  in,  and  further  excites  their  faith  and 
lev*,.  4—6.  Cautions  them  to  he  upon  their 'guard  againjt  deceivers , 
whom  he  deferihes,  7 — 9.  Direfts  their  conduit  toward  them,  1  o. 
I  u  And  cbncludes  with  exatfing  the  Jbort  nefs  <f  his  writing,  hy 
a  prom  iff,  God  willing,  to  make  them  a  vipt,  find  difeourfe  more 
largely  about  things,  feme  of  which  he  had  touched  upon  ;  and  with 
faiutationsfran  the  children  of  her  cleft  filer,  12.  13. 


Tut. 


The  rider 
uoto  the  e- 
lecfc  lad j,  and 
her  cfaildrcDi 
whom  I  ]ave  In 
the  truths  end 

1  v  h 

not  I  only,  but 
nHbaUttejtttat 
hivr  kjMHrsrth* 
Uptht 


4  Forth  et-rnt  hi 
vbrdi 
dweUcrh  rn  nij 
andfliall  be  with 

hj  forever  t 


Para  pr  r  its. 

1.  T OHN,  who  hy  a  far  advanced  age  in  nature  and 
J  Christianity,  as  well  as  by  his  apoltolic  office, 
and  that  of  long  handing,  is  the  only  furvmng  apoftJe, 
and  fa  emphatically  the  elder  of  the  chluch  of  Cbrift, 
fends  this  letter  to  the  noble  matron,'  who  is.  well  known 
to  be,  not  only  a  perfon  of  high.  birth  and  figure  in  the 
world ;  .hut,  which  is  moft.ofall  to  her  honour,  an.ex- 
celtent  and  eminently  choice  Cbriftian,  (fee  the  note 
on  Rom.  i.  1.)  which  carries  an  evident  token  of  God's 
having  from  tbe-beg  inning  ehofen  her  to  falmion, 
through  fan£ti6carion  of.  the  Spirir,  and  belief  of  the 
truth;  (2  TbefT.  ii.  13.)  and  .together  with  her,  the 
writer  of  this  cpiSle  includes  Her  amiable  children  who 
arc  partakers  of  the  fame  faith  .with  herfelf ;  all  of 
whom,  mother  and  children,  I  fincereJy  and  affection- 
atcly  love  in  Chril},  who  is  the  Truth,  (John.  xlv,  6.) 
and  for  the  fake  of  their  having  embraced  him  and  the 
truth  -of  the  gofpel ;  And  .not  only  1  myfetf,  but  all 
tbofc  likewife  that  have  heard  of  them,  and  efpeaally 
that  have  the  -honour  of  their  acquaintance,  abd  are 
them fe Ives  enlightened  with  a  fpiritual  and  experimen¬ 
tal  knowledge  of  Cbrift  and  of  his  truedo&rine,  (ver  9.) 
bear  a  high  efleem  of  them. 

a.  This  our  affe&ion.  ig  of  a  fpiritual  nature  merely, 
or  chiefly  at  leaft,  on  account  of  the  Lord  Jefus  who  is 
the  truth,  and  of  their  ,  harm  onions  agreement  with  sis 
jn  receiving  the  word  of  truth,  with  which  God  of  his 


own.  will  has  begotten  us;  (Jam.  i.  i8.)_and  which, 
being  an  incorruptible  feed,  abides  as  2  true  and  living 
principle  of  faith  and  hoiuiefs  in  us,  and  will  remain, 
as  fuch^  in  our  fouls  all  our  dap  upon  earth,  and  then 
flourilh  up  into  eternal  life  in  heaven. 

*1* 


+ 


Tb4  Sttind  Epfftle  if  y  ohm  paraphrafeJ. 


3  Cru«  be  3.  In  the  fulnefs  of  my  heart,  and  with  humble  coa- 
7vth  JnJVpea«  fidencc  that  my  defire  ihall  he  an'fwered,  I  earncftly 
fr«in  God  tbe  beg  for  jdu,  moHier  and  children,  that  dll  "die 

I'adiennd  friim  riches  of  fire  lore  and  favour,  all  tender  compaffitvi. 
**  b**  }*£**  and  pardoning  mercy,  arid  all  manner  bf  peace  in  yoiir 
of?he  Father!  own  fouls,  with ’God  and  one  another,  and  with-the' 
in  tmtb  and  whole  houihold  bf  faith,  together  with  all profperityof 
Urc.  every  Lind,  especially  in  your"  fpiritual  concerns,  may 

abound  towards, '  and  abide  with'  yoo  all,  (rc*l>  •/“») 
from  God  the  Father,  who  in  the  oeconomy  of  folia¬ 
tion,  is  to  be  confidercd  as  the  original  fountain  of  a?* 
Weffinga  j  and  from  the  anointed  Lord  and  Saviour, 
who  hi  his  divine  nature  h  the  eternal  Son  of  the  eter* 


4  I  ytjnicicd 
that  1 
J'HindniYhvchji* 
dren  ftlktngin 
truth,  a*  we 
have  received  a 
com  iitandineiit 
fruit)  tlvo  F** 


5  And  itvfr  I 
bHttcfa  l|i£Ci  Is- 


) 


rid! 'Father  whKtbfinioft  eminent  propriety,  and  with 
the  high'eft  delight,  as  he  is  the  brightnefo  of  thfi-Fa- 
fhef*i  glory,  arid  the  exprefo  image  of  his  per fon,  and 
is  tbe  deareft  Son  of  fits  love  ;  (Heb.  i.  3,  and. Col-  i. 
j  3 .}  and  who  in  'his  office  Rapacity  is  the  only  media* 
tor,  purchafer  and'difpehfer  of  all  the  hleffings  that  come 
from  thfc  Father  through  him.  All  this  1  eameftly  wi(h- 
and  hope  in  the.  fincerity  and  affe&ionofmy  bean  for. 
you,  *  that  ye  may  be  eftabltfhed  in  trihh  and  love,  and 

jperfevere  in  the  profeffion  of  them  according  to  the  gef- 
jpeh  ‘  ^ 

4.  In  tetlimony  of  the  Gncerity  of  my  love  and  defire 
for  you,  I  csin  aflbre  your  ladyuiip  that  my  foal  was 
warmed  with  exceeding  joy,  (•«)  becaofe,  upon  good 
evidence,!  wasweU  fatiafied  that,  of  the  children  which 
God  has  gracioufly  given  you,  there  are  fome,  at  leal), 
who  have  not  only  received  £hrift  and  the  truth  of  the 
gofpdln  the  notions  of  their  heads,  but  have  received 
them  with  faith  and  loire  to  influence  their  hearts  and 
lives ;  f  jnfpmoch,  that  wherefoever  they  go,  their  con* 
yerfauori  \§  anfwerable  thereunto,  - in  obedience  to  the 
holy  commandment,  which  we  the  apoftles  of  Chrill 
jut ve‘  received  from  pod  the  Father  with  a  coromifUon 
to  'declare  iu 

5.  And  now,  as  the  end  of  the  commandment  is 

charity  out  of  a  pure  heart,  and  of  a  good  conscience, 

and 


H  O 

T,r  JH  tr*tfc  lOTsmay  relate -either 

4o  Cbnll'i  Uiiigtiie  aiop of  the  Father, 
•F  to  the  wilhing  that 

m crcj^nd  might  be  wtb  thtmp  or, 

to  the  end  iar  which  ho  defired  thi*  <m 
'fhtf  r  behalf,  it  rtprefeuted  in  the  para- 
phi  ifc- 

*  t  J 1  P  probable  that,  44  one  occafion 
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■ 

or  otlic rj  fome  of  her  lhot  had  travelled 
4br*ad>  jbe  word  m.i j 

fiffnily ;  and  that  the  opulHc,  had  met 
with  tbcni,  aqd  feen  thejr  excellent  fpi- 
Ttt  and  deportment  to  he  a*  became  the 
gtrfpcl  of  Chrift,  and  therefore  (poke  of 
tbe m  a*  perfim*  wliocq  lie  had  $mui4 
walking  ia  thf  troth* 
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I  wrotf  ft  new 
(muAdnen  t 

VIM  thee,  Int 

that  ftbidi  ve 
b^4rofttlebc* 
thieve 


6  ind  &ftit 

lm;  ih«c  vc 
vftlh  aftfef  .'In 


Till  iitbecoro- 
jfcandftteiit»th*t 

aijvUff  bttrd 


vin^n  tmM 
vaUtmit. 


7  For  man y 


antreite  the 
Woti4»*rbocoa- 
ftfi  qotthftt  Je- 
fin  drift  if 
tome  iatbdldb 
Thlf ,  If  * 
cover  and 


ftLookMtadf 

ifir  we 
Mt  tWe 
^h$th v  « 
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■ 

and  of  faith  unfeigned,  (,r  Tim.  i.  5.)  one  -grot  seafijn 

of  my  wiiting  is  to  intreat  you,  dear  lady,  to  cultivate 
a  holy  diipofukm  conformable  to  the  nature  and.de* 
fign  of  the  greatlaw  .of  love,  (Matth.  xtx.  19.}  not  that 
1  mean  to  write  and  Recommend  to  you  any  near  com* 
inandiftent,  as  though  I  would  impale  any  thing  that 
are  not  already  acquainted  with  and  obliged'  to  o- 
(  ;  but  what  1  fpeak  of  is  only,  forfubfUnce,  that 
iiiinniary  comprehenhve  commandment  of  the  fecond 
table  of  the  moral  law,  which  was  enjoined  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Mofate  difpenTatiojt,  land  which  onr 
bjefled  Lord  repeated  .and ..further  explained,  inculca¬ 
ted  and  inforced  by  eyangelicat  modi^b  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  his  imniltry,  .gamely,  that  from  a  principle  of 
lore  to  God,  we,  us  bis  difcq>icjB,  (hou(d  bear  a  hearty 
affeftiou  one  towards  another,  in  imitation  of  his  love 
tons.  (Seethe  note  on  John  xiii.  34J 
6.  And  this  ie.the.  teft,  proof  and  evidence  of  a  truly 
Chridian  love,  and  is  its  genuine  tendency  and  effeu, 
that  it  engages  us  to  have  a  confcietitiovs,  cheerful  and 
univetul  refpefit  to  aU’  God's  CQyms»»dment8.  (1  John 
v.  3.)  But  the  law  of  love,’  asfpjriagiqg  from  with  in 
Cbrifl,  (t  Jobri  tii  22,  23  .)  and  i.tiflugntial  to  all.  holy 
obedience,  is  the  commandment,  which  I  have  princi¬ 
pally  in  my  eye,  -that,  .according  to  what  ye  have  beard 
of  it  in  the  preaching-pT  the  word,  eyer  fmee  ye  were 
firlt  acquainted  with  Chriftiaaity,  ye  Ihould  carefully 
continue  to  pat  Uintoprs&ice  fuiuhle  to -the  defiga  of 
the  gofpel.  „ 

j.  Tor  many  falle  teachers  are  gone  abroad  in  the 
world,  on  purpofe  to  Teduce  Chritlians  from  the  way.  of 
evangelical  faith,  love  and  obedience,  and  to  lap. the 
foundation  of  them  all  by  their  pernicious  errors,  who 
are  fo  fat  from  believing  and  acknowledging,  that  they 
flatly  deny  our  Jefus  to  be  the  only  trqe  Meffiab,  who 
bas  aftually .  appeared  in  human  nature  to  fulfil  the 
work  of  redemption  (fee  the  note  on  t  John  iv.  2.)  or 
deny -his  having  bark  a  real  body  of.  flefh,  but  affirm 
that^he  lived  and  died  in -appearance  only.  Whoever 
efpoufes  and  broaches  fuch  heretical  notions,  he  is  one 
of  thofe  deluders  of  the  people,  and  direct  oppofers  of 
the  perform,  do&rjne,.  and  glory  of  C brill,  and  of  the. 
•whqle  of  hjs  during  office,  •.  which  he  foretold  would  -  a- , 
yife;  (Matth.  niy.  11.)- and  of  which  I  have  given 
Warning.  ,(i:  John  ii.  t8.J  ; 

3-  Beware  therefore  0 ( them,  >ioak  a  boy  t  "you,  ftaji.d, 
.mother  aod  children ,  upon  your:giutd,:scd  take  heed 
that  voui  own  faitb  and  practice  be  net  corrupted  by 
■  ■■(hem: 


ft*  Stand  Spifik  f  J  o  ar  n  patitfdr^l 


have  wraghti 
hot  that  we  re¬ 
cti  ve  a  full  re¬ 
ward1- 


9  Wfcofiitrtr 
trwtfgrc<fcth* 
and  ahideth  not 
in  the  doctrine 
rf  Cbri ft,  hath 
not  God  t  he 
that  abideth  ta 
the  fretrine  of 
CHrift,  he  hath 
both  the  Father 
tod  the  Soil 


to  If  there 
tnme  any  not* 
you*  and  bring 
jmt  this  doc- 
trine,  receive 
him  not  into 
jour  bftufc,  nei¬ 
ther  bid  him 
God  i^ted- 


them  i  that  fo  neither  ye  yourfclves,  *  nor  we  the  fer- 
nnts  of  Chrift,  may  Jofe  the  good  fruit  of  oar  mini* 
ftry,  which  was  inftroipemal  in  pining  joe.^io 

Chrift,  sot  only  in  frctfWBon,  bet,,  as  we  truft,  mih 
cerity  and  truth  :•  But,  -after-all  the  attempts  of  Awl- 
vtreto  pervert  you,  hold  that  faft  which  ye  have,  that 
no  man  .  take  your  otown,  {Rev.  iii.  u>)  and  that  we, 

.  together  with  yon,  'may  reap  the  whole  of  the  bldEsd 
reward,  anfwerablc  to  the  otmoft  of  our  hopes  and  dc- 
;  fires,  which  God,  far  Cbri  ft’s  fake,  has  gracioutfv  pro- 
mifed  to  his  faithful  fwvant9-that  tttrn:  many  to  nghte* 
oufnds ;  (Dan.  xii.3 . )  and  to  all  them  that  love  him. 
{Jam.  r.  it,)  . 

9.  Let  men’s  pretences  he  what  they  will,  every  one 
who- allowedly  tranlgrefies  the  law  of  God,  aodputL 
culirly  that  of  love,  (rer.  5.  6.)  am!  do  nat  ednlinue  to 
hold  and  pofcfi.the  pure  doctrine  of  Chrift,  as  the 
true  Mefliah,  (r  John  ii.  22 — 34.)  he  has  not  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  God  dwelling  in  him,  nor  has  he  any' claim  to  . 
an  imertft  in  -God,  or  in  bis  favour  and  love.  He,  on 
the  contrary,  who  continues  to  believe' and  profefi,  and 
to  pre&ife  according  to  the  liodlrinC  of  Chrift,  and 
concerning  him,  ir  a  true  believer,  in  fpiritual  and 
holy  union  and  communion  both  with  the  eternal  Fa- 
tbetaud  his. eternal  Son. :  (ujohn  i,  3.  andji.  24.}-thc 
Spirit  of  the  Father  and  Son  dwells  iu-him,  (1  John  i«. 
a.)  and  he  has  a  fore  intereft  in  their  favour  and  love* 

10,  U  there  he  any  one  that  comes  to  you  with  pre¬ 
tences  of  preaching  the  gofpel,  and  doth'  hot  bring  the 
fortuientioned  do&rine  of  Chrift  in  his  miniftratMtis, 
but  advances  principles  fa  brer  five  of  it,  give  him  no 
hofpilable  entertainment,  more  thin  the  common  laws 
of  humanity  require,  as-  though  be  were  welcome  to 
your  boufe  t  no,  nor  fo  much  as  admit  him- 'into  your 
ddors  to  vent  his  errors  in-  your  family, and  -endanger 
the  corrupting  of  them  from '  the  fimpHctty  that  is  in 
Chrift:  f  nor  have-any  fuch  familiar  con vetfation' with 

him, 

,  NOTE. 

*  The  AJexnnd cion,  ^ejihunu^v,  and  enta ;  and  the  forbitMinj  tbf*  to  be  ufcd 
other  copies  1* f  grwxl  repnttj  rwljr/  to  fuch  **  prfrjwjrate- tuodaipcntnl  ec* 
iuflsad  of  wr  fafr,  nrr'hAVf  and  ror*,  contrary  to  the  dodtrlnc  of  Chrift* 

(Vtie  Mill*  in  toe  )  The  (>»-  is  generally  thought  to  allude  to  the 
raph/afe  therdme  ia  made  with' an  tc-  fvvi  ibrbiddmg  to  have  familiar  enrre* 
ciunmodetloo  to- both  (coles*  in  a  jirft  fpnndence  with  cucomnmii'itncd  per* 
ftmGfcncy  <mv  with  the  other-  Bat  i  fou*»  who  were  to.  he  treated  like  Ilea- 
rather  prefer  the  common  reading  U  then  men  and  Pnblicans,  ti  our  Lord 
m**ft  agreeable  tp  a  like  pa  flag*  of  this  alio-  dirtifltd  the  proceeding*  of  hii 
apoftltin  r  John  iL  church  (Mattli,  xviii.  17.}  agamd  ohftL 

tTu  bid  uqc  God  fjiced  (^aerntiv)  was  ante  offender^  with  whom  the  appftlc 
a  friendly  faiaratlon  action^  the  anil-  Paul  fays  they  were  not  to  cat.  (1  Cor* 

Tf*  9* 
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n t 


l  f  Tor  be  that 
UddtthhiiaGod 

fpcftl,  ii  par* 

raker  of  his  evil 
Acdi* 


UHavjpgnu- 
ny  things  to 
Writ*  aaroyou, 
I  wouIdAntwrfr* 
With  paper  and 
ink;  but  I  troft 
to  come  unto 
yoh*  and  fptak 
face  to  fact,  that 
ourjoj  maybe 
fuiL 

T  fc 

13  The  cbil^ 
drtnrftbyeledt 
JUter  greet  thee. 
Amen. 


him,  as  looks  like  wjfhingthat  God  wouldpnjfper  hit tf 
in  his  pernicious  dtfigns. 

lit  For  whoever  Ihews  him  any  countenance#  and 
fpeiks  him  hi r,  like  one  that  withes  him  fuccds  in  the 
abominate  principles  and  practices  which  he  would 
propagate*  is  acccQory  to,  and  by  juft  conftrnflion  a 
partner  with  him  in  his  wicked  works,  and  contracts 
the  guilt  of  helping  him  forward  therein,  and  of  en¬ 
couraging  others  to  fall  in  with  him* 

12 *  There  are  many  things  of  this  and  the  like  na¬ 
ture  that  !  could  write  to  you,  which  I  do  not  think 
proper  to  do  at  prefent,  by  further  fetting  pen  and  ink 
to  paper  >  but  1  live  in  hope*  that*  by  the  will  of  God* 
I  may  ere  long  have. -an  opportunity  of  making  you  a 
vifit*  and  personally  converting  with  you  all*  that  we 
may  have  mutual  pleafure*  and  an  in  tire  frttdaitioii* 
in  freely  talking  them  over  by  word  of  mouth. 

13.  The  pious  children  of  your  lifter  after  the  flefh* 
and  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe  your  choice*  excel  lent*  and  I 
trull  your  filler  cbofen  in  Ohrid*  fend  their  moll  du¬ 
tiful  refpeds  to  you.  *  May  there  be  many  fuch  orna¬ 
ments  to  the  Chriflian 'religion  among  ladies  of  diAinCr 
tion  and  their  offspring  I  Amm* 


NOTE* 

▼*  fee  tbc  note  there)  And  the  "  tnt%  he  anfwered,  I  kmaTxf  thzc  be 

ftory  is  well  known  vhicli  ZurcUtu  re*  4*  'tb<  firft-bern  fljf  Sidjji-**  So  greatly 
hfufFtm  Iitaevftii)  liir ecclefh IHcaI  hi-  were  the  npoftles  and  their  difciplcs 
ftory,  (lib,  4,  cap,  14.)  where  be  fayi,  afraid  of  cotin  tenanting  and  freely  con- 
94  The  tpoftle  John  going  into  the  bath  verting  with  any  that  had  grofrly  adut- 
u  at  Ephcfusto  walk  hlfrfelf,  and  fee-  ter  a  ted  the  truth,  even  as  Paul  fay* 
**  fagCcrlnthns  there,  a  notorious  he.  a  Aftv/it,  after *th<  firfi  fettttd  4&wq~ 
**  tetlc,  leaped  not  oft  be  both  unwalli-  niittn,  rejetf*  (Tit*  ifi*  lo,) 
u  ad.  faying,  that  ]>e  feared  left  the  *  Probably  the  filter  herfelf  ffw  ab- 
'**  bach  Jbftuld  &I1  down,  when  Cerin*  feat,  if  not  dead,  when  the  a  poll  I  e  wrote 
Unit;’ the  enemy  »f  tmth.  w«  in  it ;  thic  epHtte,  and  therribre  he  lent  only 
“  sod  Poly  carp,  one  of  John's  difriples#  the  falatadbil'ef  ber  children,  at  their 
.**  meeting  at  a  certain  time  with  Mar-  retail. 
ft  dm,  w)iq  filid  to  him,  athao MtUigt 

. .  1 

t 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  rare,  hut  O  how  lovely  is  it  for  pertims  of  quaity  and  their  children  to 
embrace  the  pure  nncmrmpted  doctrine  of  CHrift  witn  fcith  and  love,  and  to 
walk  anlwcrable  to  it.  All  faithful  mimfters  and 'friends  to  the  truth  ofthego- 
fpel  greatly  rejoice  whefe-ever  they  find  it,  and  moft  fiticerriy  wilh  them  the 
belt  metitngfl  front  God  the  Father*' and  from  Jefus  Chrfti  his  dear  and  only 
.  bfgoUen  Son.-»Cbriftum  religion-  makesno. abatement  of  cml  rclped  to  per* 
fans  of  high  rank  and  near  akin;  but  gives  a  fpiritual  turn  to  the  moftdutifril 
and  aJTcdionatt  fatutations  of  them.-*- How  important  is  it-  for  profetiiug  briio 
yen  to  Hand  faft  and  perfevmia  the  faith  of  ChrilL  as  the  incarnate  and  ato¬ 
ning  Saviqur,  and  ill  the  molt  cordial  love  to  himt  and  to  one  another  for  his 
fake,  according  to  the  commando)  eot  of  God#  btclufrvt  of  a  coufcicntinua 

rdpect 


tt*  Senad  tpifit %  if  J  o  »  h  parafirvfat  ifj 

■ 

refpcft  to  cveiy  other -precept  1  Tbefe*  and  thcfe  only*  han  the  benefit  of  a 
fpecial  relation  to*  ami  intereft  in' God  the  Father*  and  hit  eternal  Son*  But* 
in  order  to  their  evident  and  comfortable  continuance  herein,  how  highly  doth 
it  concern  them*  that  they  be  not  deceived  by  fal fc  teacher*,  and  infectedwith 
antiebriflian  error*,  left  they  themfetret,  n  well  a*  thofc  that  were  Inftninteatal 
to  their  eoaverfitfln  ihould  be  AJappainted  of  the  ample  fatJjftctkm  they 
hoped  for  to  tbe-'bappy  effect*  of  the  gofpet  upon  them  1  And  hoW-eautiots* 
fhookt  they  be  of  giving  any  encouragement  or  countenance  to  feducers,  that 
would  fubvert  the  fundamental  article*  of  faith,  relating  to  the  perlbn  and  offi¬ 
ces,  doctrine  and  glory  of  Cbrift!  /They  who  bid  them  God  fpeca  arc  accellbry 
to  all  the  mifcbief  that  ia  done  by  their  deftroctive  erroo^^Sot  thefc  thing* 
may  be  better  talked  over  in  a  free  converration  with  private  Ghriftiam,  more  at 
large,  than  can  wdt  be  wrote  in  a  fiiott  letter.  May  all  profeflbrs  of  Chrift  be 
preferred  bj  divine  grace*  from  every  ddufion !  Amen* 

j 
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In  the  Form  of  a  Paraphrase. 


The  Preface  to  the  Third  Epiftle  of  J  o  h  n. 

IT  is  needlefs  to  add  much- to  what  has  been  laid  in  the  prefaces 
to  the  two  former  epiftles  of  John.  Gains,  to  whom  this  was 
wrote,  is  mod  generally  thought  to  have  been  that  Gains,  whom 
tbe  Apoftle  Paul  called  his  hod.  Bom.  xvi.  23.  (See  the  note  there.) 
But  as  various  peribns  bore  that  name,  it  is  bard  to  determiae  who 

this  Gains  was. 

A 

The  JpoftU  congratulates  Gaius  vfon  bis  eminent  piefc&id  hef fit  alii yy 

Cautions  him  againfi Jtding  with  Diotrcphes,  who  was  a  mi* 
nifter  ef  a  haughty  and  turbulent  ffirity  9 — u.  But  recommends 
Demettius  as  a  man  of  an  excellent  character y  ji*  Excufes  the 
brevity  of  this  letter  by  the*boj>e  he  had  ef  Jbon  feeing  Gains,  and 
concludes  with  falutationSf  13.  14. 


Text, 


Paraphrase* 


The  rider 

onto  ihr 
VcIMkIovcJ 
Gains,  whom  I 
love  in  the 
truth. 


3  BelftTCdi  I 
flrifh  above  all 
fifing*  that  thoa 


JOHN  the  Apoftle  who,  on  account  of  his  great 
age  and  high  oilier,  may  with  double  propriety, 
and  peculiar  empbaGs,  be  ftiled  the  elder,  fends*thclc 
few  lines  to  thedeajly  beloved  Gains,  for  whom  1,  who 
call  myielf  the  elder,'  have  the  mod  Gnctre  afitiliop, 
on  account  of  his  attachment  to  the  truth  of  tbe  go- 

fpel.  " 

a.  So  eminent  are  vour  light,  grace,  and  hclinefs, 
and  fo  evident  the  froits  of  them,  my 'dear  Chridian 
friend,  that  when  1  conGdcr  the  wcakoefs  and  infirmi* 

tf 
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nm( t  profper 
inuheta  bc%kl(, 
even  4*  thy  foal 
profperetb- 


3  For  I  rejoi¬ 
ce  J  greatly  when 
the  brethren 
came  and  tefti* 
£cd  of  the  tench 
that  Ij  tn  thee, 
even  ns  thou 
walked  in  the 
truth* 


ty  of  your  bodily  Hate  of  health,  *  and  the  many  diffi¬ 
culties  that  obftrnfl  yoor  being  G>  vigoroufly  and  ci- 
ten  lively  ufcful,  as  your  pious  and  generous  temper 
difpofra  and  qualifies  yoa  for,  I  have  nothing  fo  much 
at  heart  relating  to  you,  as  to  defire  and  beg  of  God, 
that  all  .your  affairs  of  life  and  animal  nature  may  bold 
equal  pace  with  your,  judicious  and  thriving  foul  in  all 
its  fpiritual  concerns. 

y  For  I  exceedingly  rejoiced,  when  thofe  Chriftian 
brethren  that  cairte  from  you  gave  an  account  of  the 
(incerity  of  your  faith,  by  means  of  which  the  word  of 
trtoth,  the  gofpel  of  falvation  hat  taken  pofleffion  of 

Jrour  heart,  as  evidently  appears  by  your  readily  per- 
evering  to  walk  in  Chrift,  and  in  the  way  of  truth  and 
holinefs,  through  the  whole  courfe  of  yoor  life  and_£on- 
verfation,  in  thefe  perilous  days  of  perfecution,  defec¬ 
tion  and  error. 


4  1  have  do 
greater  joy  Hum 
to  hear  that  my 
children  walk 

Vi  the  truth- 


5  Beloved,  thou 
doft  fiitbful- 
)y  whsifocver 
thou  doft  to  the 
brethren,  and 
to  ftraDgm. 


4.  Nothing  can  afford  me  a  greater  fatisfa&ion  and 
delight,  than  to  hear,  as  i  do  of  you  and  others,  (4  epift. 
vcr.  4.)  that  thofe  converts,  whom  I  think  of  with  as 
much  teodernefs,  cate  and  affe&ion,  f  as  if  they  were 
my  own  children  according  to  the  flefh,  bold  fall  the 
truth  of  the  gofpel  in  Its  purity,  and  live  in  all  holy 
converfation  and  godHne&anfwerablcto  it. 

5.  It  is  an  unfpeakahle  pleafure  to  me,  my  dear 
Gaius,  when  1  hear  and  refieft  upon  it,  that  you  aft 
with  an  jucegrity  becoming  your  lovely  ebarafter,  and 
with  faithfulnefs  -to  your  obligations,  talents  and  con¬ 
ference,  as  a  Chriftian,  in  ail  compaffionate  and  gene¬ 
rous  affifbnces  to  the  miniftrtng  fci  rants  of  Chrift,  and 
private  brethren  of  your  church  and  acquaintance,  that 
need  your  liberality  j  and  to  religious  ftrangert  that  are 
driven  from  place  to  place  by  the  violence  of  perfreu- 
tions,  or  voluntarily  go  abroad  to  preach  the  gofpel,  and 
are  well  recommended  to  you. 

Vol.  VI.  t  M  6.  Some 


VOTES. 

*  It  ift  probable  tb*t  Gallic  wu  of  a  polite  Fan!  culled  bit  boll  while  ho  wag 
fii-kly  coriftitiitton,  and  met  with  fof*  at  Corinth,  Horn,  avu  JJ)  feemi  to  here 
fejsj  nr  cn tangle men tt  in  fee uI a r  affaire*  been  converted  by  that  Apo&le  who 
through  pericoitioni  for  the  fake  of  baptized  hi m,  1  Cor.  i.  i4-  and  Ipolu  of 
Chrift,  which  were  a  rtftraint  upon  h  i  in  (elf  a#  tbe  fpi  ritual  father  that  ha<l 
fame  more  eminent  degree#  of  pnbfick  Unoiten  the  Corinth  tan#  by  the  gofpel^ 
fcrvicce,  that  be  might  other  wife  have  and  efpoufed  them  to  ChrilU  l  Cor*  lv* 
gone  into,  Thi#  therefore  waathebeft  Ij.  and  1  Cor.  xL  2-  however, when  our 
wHh  that  the  Apoftlc  could  make  for  A  p»ftle  fpeaks  «f  Oalaa  and  other  be- 
Giiqx  But  to  wllb  that  profperity  of  lie  vent  as  hi#  children,  it  may  be  con* 
fool  m#v  be  the  meafare  of  prosperity  fidered  at  the  tender  ftile*  of  paternal 
in  health  and  worldly  affairs  to  the  lave  a nd  affetftf on  toward  them,  whor* 
area  reft  part  of  id*  a  kind,  would  be  to  ver  were  the  faltmtucnt#  of  their  coa- 
Imprecate  a  carle  ioftead  ofdefiriog  a  verSon  ;  and  bn  nfiog.  this  apptLlatraa, 
bfcfting  opon  them.  when  writing  under  the  character  of 

t  Gitoj  (tf  it  was  he  whom  the  A'  tb?  Aider*  lias  Its  peculiar  beauty. 


The  Third  Epiftte  ef  J  o  ft  ft  parapbraftd 


i  Which  liive 
tmrri  witncfs  erf 
thy  charity  be* 
fore  the  church: 

m  ■ 

trhoit)  if  thou 
bring  forward 
on  their  journey 

alter  a  godly 

fort,  thou  ihait 
do  well  r 


7  Hecaufe  th  at 
lor  his  names 
£Ute  they  vent 
forth,  taXlng 
nothing  of  the 
Gentiles. 


6,  Some  of  tfaefe  who  have  been  refreflied  by  your 
bounty,  hzjc  publicly  bore  an  honourable  teftimony  to 
your  benevolence  ami  hofpitality  in  the  f>  re  fence  of  the 
church,  where  I  now  reticle ;  (lee  the  preface  to  the 
fir  ft  epiftle)  and  as  they  are  about  to  return  to  tod,  and 
then  proceed  to  fome  other  places  for  fiirther  Ipreading 
the  gdfpel  among  the  Gentiles  ;  if,  according  to  your 
wonted  kindnefs,  you  will  be  fo  good  a&  to  do  what  in 
you  lies  to  give  them  all  needful  affiftances  for  their, 
journey,  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  your  own  Chriftian 
temper,,  and  to  their  relation  to,  and  employment  for 

God,  you  will  act  (***&?)  a  worthy  part  toward  them, 
in  imitation  of  hisgoodnefs* ' 

7.  For  in  their  love  and  obedience  to  our  blefled 
Lord,  and  zeal  for  his  glory,  they,  though  of  the  Jew- 
ifh  nation,  cheerfully  went  abroad  with  a  coirnniiTion 
to  preach  the  gofpel  to  the  Gentiles ;  and,  that  they 
might  do  it  without  prejudicing  the  Gentiles  again  ft, 
them,  as  though  they  were  mercenary  in  their  de- 
fjgns,  they  waved  their  right  of  claiming  a  mainten¬ 
ance  from  them  ;  (fee  the  paraphmfe  and  notes  on 
I  Cor,  ix*  4—14^  and  gave  their  labours  freely,  call¬ 
ing  them  fdvea  en  the  providence  of  God  for  a  fubfift- 
cnce,  without  aifcing  or  receiving  any  fhing  towards  it 
from  the  Gentile  converts* 


.  B  We.  there¬ 
fore  ought  to 

receive  fnchf 
that  mx  might 
he  Fellow-help¬ 
er*  to  the  truth* 


8.  It  therefore  certainly  is  our  duty,  who  wifh  welt 
tp  the  caufe  of  Cbi-lft  avid  to  immortal  fouls,  to  take 
*fuch  generous,  and  di(vntercflcdA  and  needy  itiiniftera 
into  our  affectionate  care  and  kind  regards  $  and  to  he 
helpful  rp  them  according  to  our  ability,  that  we* may 
have  the  pleafurc  and  the  turnout  of  bearing  a  parr  with 
them  in  the  fuccefr  of  their  rmnift  rations,  by  contri¬ 
buting  to  their  maintenance  1  and  fo  may  work  toge¬ 
ther  with  them  in  propagating  the  truth  of  the  gofpel 
among  Gentiles,  as  welfas  Jews. 

9*  1  would  have  wrote  a  letter  *  to  recommend  thefe 

worthy 


NOTE* 


•.Several  critics  Imre ofrfrrwil,  that 
vreonimg  to  the  indefinite  latitude  of 
the  Aorilt  J  wrote  may  be  ren¬ 

dered  I  Wmiitl  hsivc  wr«re,  or  wa*  about 
to  hive  wrote  to  the  rhnrcb*  referring 
not  co  any  former  letter,  but  to  what 
the  Apoitle  would  have  wrote,  had  it 
Tint-been  for  the  malignant  lordly  tem- 
per  pud  intfuerico  of  I  Jiot rep hei  among 
thenb-pfofrahly  the  church  at  Corinth, 
of  ^kieb  Gaiiu  appears  to  hare  been  a 
ineinber/ifit  11  the  fame  that  is  fpoken 
H"oiu,  xvi.  23.  (fee  the  note  there-} 
And  then*  what  the  Ajioltk  adds  nheiu 
JDiotrephcs,  gives  a  very  gpod  and  obvi¬ 


ous  rfeftlbn  why  he  wrote  to  Gvus  a- 
bout  receiving  the  brethren,  rather 
than  to  the  church,  or  to  Diotrephcsfc 
who  fee  ms  to  have  been  a  furious  judii- 
King  Chriftnm,  and  an  itnperiotw  over¬ 
bearing  and  leading  man*  if  not  pallor 
of  the  church,  that  had  aflUmed  to  him- 
feiffuch  ad  exorbitant  power  over  tv, 
as  would  have  enabled  him,  either  To 
fupprefs  the  letter*  or  to  define  its  dc- 
fign;  by  forbidding  the  church  to  -com¬ 
ply  with  it*  and  calling  them  out  that 
would*  nevertbele&,  Shew  kindnel*  to 
the  travelling  preachers  to  the  Gentiles 
whom,  it  recomraeudetL 


Tbt  Third  SpifiU  of  J  o  a  n  fartphrafedi 


9  I  wrote  aft' 
to  the  church.; 

but  Diotrephcv 
who  bfeth  to 
have  the  pre* 

errintaceiiuong 
Lbem,  receive*  II 
mnot. 


.fo  Wherefore 
if  I  come,  f  will 
remember  his 
deed*  which  be 
doth,  prating  a- 
gainft  u*  with 
ntaliciou* 
wonli#  and  not 
cue rent  there* 
with*  neither 
doth  heblmfrlf 
receive  the, bre¬ 
thren,  and  for- 
bidd^rh  them 
that  would,  and 
catteth  ont 
of  the  church. 


it*  Adored, 
tVdtuw  not  that 
which  la  evil* 
bht  that  which 
U  good  He  that 

doth  good,  if  of 
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Mthy  hrethren  to  the  church,  of  much  you,  my  dear 
Gaius>  are  a  member,  to  encourage  and  ai&ft  them  in 
their  important  ferries-:  But  Diotrephes,  as  1 1&  vrdi 
informed',  behaves  at  fuch  art  imperious  and  haughty 
race,  and  is  to  very  ambitious  of  bearing  an  abfolute 
fwajr,  and  of  carrying  every  thtog  among  them  in  an 
arbitrary  manner,  juft  according  to  his  own  mind  and 
humour,  that  whatever  I  fey,  even  by  apoftolic  autho¬ 
rity,  (lands  for  nothing  with  him,  but  is  treated  with 
difdain,  as  far  as  it  thwarts  his  pride,  prejudices  and 
felfith  defigns.  I  therefore  cbofe  rather  to  write  to  you 
about  this  affair,. than' to  them,  or. him,  who  To  tyran¬ 
nically  lords  it  over  them,  and  To  contemptuouUy  rejects 
both  me  and  the  brethren,  that  are  for  propagating  the 
puregofpel  of  Chrift  among  the  Gentiles.  (ver^f^-S.) 

to.  This  is  fo  unruflsrabty.  domineering  .and  infolent, 
and  (b  injurious  to  the  apoftolic  character,  to  the  truth 
itifeif,  and  to  the  common  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
church,  that  for  this  reafon,  whenever  I  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  making  them  a  vifit,  l  will  feverely  ani- 
m advert:  upon,  'and  publicly  expofe  and  reprove  him 
before  the  whole  chnrch  for  the  evil  of  his  doings,  who 
gives  himfclf  a  fcandalous  liberty  to  talk'  faucily  and 
impertinently,  with  wicked  and  raalieions  reproaches 
of  me  and  the  brethren  recommended  by  me,  as  though 
we  were  beneath  notice  and  regard.  And,  not  being 
fatisfied  withrhis,  be  not  only  himfelf -refutes  to  (hew 
any  kindnefs  to  the  brethren  that  have  expofed  them- 
fdves  to  wants  and  bardfhips  in  preaching  the  gofpcl  to 
the  Gentiles;  but,  by  his  arbitrary  way  of  proceeding, 
hinders  tbofe  from  countenancing  and  a  (lifting  them 
that  ate  well  inclined  to  ir;  and  is  fo  violent  again  ft 
them,  that  if  they  either  will  not,,  or  in  conference 
dare  not  comply  with  his  unreafonahle.  impolitions,  he, 
by  his  own  ufurped  authority,  excommunicates  them 
from  any  further  relation  to,  or  communion  with  the 
church. 

i  t .  My  dearly  beloved  Gains,  take  heed  of  being 
intimidated  by  his  haughty  and  tyrannical  manage¬ 
ment,  much  more  of  being  influenced  to  an  imitation 
of  his  wicket)  temper  and  ways,  or  of  any  finful  prac- 
tice  whatever;  but  copy  after f  every  thing  that  is  ex- 

M  2  cellent 


n  o  T  E. 

f  Uiotrephes  having  been  fpoken  uf  hi*  eye  noon  both  tlitfe  perOrnl,  a*  well 
as  S  wicked  man  before.  *er.  9  to.  ant!  as  tbclr  wavs  in  lilt  exhortation  rn  }el- 
ISciaetrius  belli*  recommended  as  a  good  /•»  irtf  tb^t  vbicb  it  evil,  but  tb<it  vtei 
mat)  imniediawlyattrr.  ver-  is.  it  is  na-  jt  pji 
tural  to  liippofe  that  llut  Apoltle  bad 
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God;  bat  ho 
ihac  doth  evil# 
bath  ^ot  fan 


bath  good  re¬ 
port  or all  men* 
and  aft  lie  truth 
Jtfclf;  yen,  mod 

ee  n^ebear  re* 
eord,  and  je 

knew  that  oar 
record  &  trite. 


r 3  I  bad  ma¬ 
ny  thing*  to 
writerdrat  1  will 
not  with  ink 
and  pea  write 
bn  to  thee : 

i  4  Bor  ?  rruffc 
I  Hull  Shortly 
lee  thcr*&nd  we 
flail  fpeak  lace 
to  face.  Peace 
(other.  Oar 
IV  wads  fa  lot  e 
thee.  Greer  the 
friend*  by  name. 


ceDent  in  a  good  mao,  wherefoever  you  fee  it  He 
who  is  a  doer  of  good*  (•«7«8m,mu»)  and  that  parti¬ 
cularly  in  a  way  of  benevolence  to  the  fcrvants  of  Cbrift 
for  his  take*  is  bora  of  God,  bears  his  likends*  lives 
under  thejinfiuedee  of  his  Spirit*  is  approved  of  him* 
and  has  communion  with  him :  But  whomever  he.be. 
that  is  a  worker  of  iniquity  {«  ««»»•»»)  like  Diotrephea* 
and  that  particularly  in  haughty  infolence,  and  in  cruel 
and  malicious'  opposition  to  the  faithful  fervants  of 
Chrtft*  is  a  ftranger  to  the  true  knowledge  of  God  and 
communion  with  him*  who  u  love,  (i  John  lit.  6.  to. 

and  iv.  3.) 

it .  There  is  one  among  you*  s  man  of  a  more  excel* 
lent  fpirit  than  Diotrepbes  \  fuch  an  one  )  would  re¬ 
commend  to  your  imitation  ;  and  that  .is  the  noted  De¬ 
metrius*  *  who  is  a  Christian  of  a  rooft  amiable  cha- 
rafter*  particularly  for  beneficence  and  charity*  among 
all  his  acquaintance*  whether  profeffora  or  not,  as  ap¬ 
pears  from  many  infbnces  of  his  goodftefo,  and  as  muft 
be  acknowledged,  to  the  credit  of  the  gospel*  by  every 
one  that  would  fpeak  the  truth  concerning  him  ;  yea* 
and  we  the  apoftles  and  miniftere  of  Chrift  cannot  but 
bear  an  honourable  teftimoay  to  him*  from  what  we 
have  fecn  or  .heard  of  him*  as  an  exemplary  and  pub¬ 
lic  fpirited  Chriftian*  and  thole  of  yon  who  are  fincerc 
members  of  the  church  well  know  that  our 

teilimony*  (wt^»)  which  is  never  given  upon  flight 
evidence*  may  be  fully  depended  upon  as  faithful  and 
true. 

13.  Many  other  things  were  in  nry  mind  to  write  to 
you,  relating  to  thefe  and  fuch  like  points ;  but  upon 
further  thoughts*  1  judge  it  may  be  more  prudent  not 
to  commit  them-  by  pen  and  in  k  to.  paper  in  this  epiftlc 

.  to  you. 

14.  Bnt  t  hope  by  the  wili-of  God,  ere  long*  to  make 
you  a  rifit,  (vcr.  to.)  and  then  we  (hall  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  perfona)  converlation  together  byword  of 
mouth*  in  which  we  may  freely  talk  over  thefe  things 
at  large.  In  the  mean  while,  I  heartily  wifli  and  pray* 
that  all  profperity  of  every  kind,  relating  to  foul  and 
body*  may  attend  you.  Our  Cbrifltaa  friends  in  my 

neigh- 


NOTE, 

*  *W1u£  Dtometriu*  fhis  or  whe-  radter  of  him  be  appear*  to  have  been  an 
tker  ke  were  a  nimHler,  or  private  exemplar jChrHtian,  pa rtico In  rly  fiirho- 
taember,  or  officer  of  tke  tUnrch#  it  uq-  fpitiiity  ;  and  on  that,  as  well  at  on  o- 
known  to  os;  though  ir  wat  well  known#  (her  account**  a  pattern  of  good  work* 
and  be  was  KononraMj  fpoken  of,  in  wortbj  of iaucalioa* 
tkafe  day*  t  And#  by  the  ApoftV*  cha* 
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neighbourhood  lend  their  moft  affeQionatt  refpefts  to 
yon.  Be  pteafed  to  make  iniae  acceptable  to  all  the 
orderly  member}  of  the  church,  and  cordial  lovers  of 
Chrlft.  and  truth,  and  friends  to  me  and  his  miarllring 
fervanta,  in  your  parts,  as  though  1  particularly  men* 
tioned  them  by  name. 

■  J  « 

r 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

Sow  deferable,  but,  dat !  How  few  arc  the  inftances  of  fucfe  profperity  of 
foul  in  fpiritoal  concern*,  as  one  would  mh  to  be  the  roeafore  of  a  proportion* 
a!  ftatc  of  bodily  health  and  fit eceft  fa  temporal  affairs  i  Bach  Cbrdtiam  aa  a- 
bound  in  faith  and  charity  toward  their  piooi  acquaintance  and  ft  rangers,  and 
give  fobftantiat  proofa  of  tt  in  their  fives,  are  exceeding  lovely  and  greatly  be* 
loved*  rejoiced  m,  carefltd,  and  honourably  fpolteo  of  a*  worthy  of  imitation* 
by  ah  true  friends  to  the  gofpd  of  Chsiftt  and  efpetially  by  Ms  miniftring  for- 
vantt.  Bat  how  fliould  proud,  infrteut  impofen  upon  churchy,  sod  malicious 
revilem  of  the  uncorrupted  gefpel  and  Hs  faithful  preachers,  be  deteftedv  rtpflp 
fed,  and  cenfured,  at  open  enemies  to  it  and  them*  and  as  injurious  and  doini- 
peering  lords  over  God**  Heritage,  who  wilt  neither  do  good  themfelve*,  nor 
fuffier  others  to  do  it  that  would  1  They  are  grangers  to  the  true  knowledge  of 
Cod  :  But  alt  who,  from  principle*  of  faith  and  love,  bet  sod  do  the  thing* 
that  ptcafe  him,  are  hi*  children,  and  ought  for  hi*  fake*  toaffift  mirfiftriog  for* 
vantsin  thrir  Lord**  work,  that  they  may  bear  a  pit  h  propagating  cvangdU 
cal  truth  and  the  good  .of  predom  foul**  To  write  foch  things  a*  thefc  to 
Chrifttan  Friend*,  aa  occafiotis  ofler,  is  very  ufefal :  But  how  modi  more  dcr 
lightfnl  and  advantageous  is  it  to  couverfe  freely  together  about  them  \  May 
all  refrjouB_aftfiEons  be  ever  preferred  among  true  believer*,  and  mutual  fitw 
cere  mibes  of  every  kind  of  happioefo*  both  temporaV  and  fpiritoal,  be  cultivA* 
ted  between  them,  with  coxduluiehdfltlp  one  toward*  another  J  Axoem 
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EXPOSITION 

O  F  T  H  E 

*  1 

General  EpifUe  of  Jude, 

■ 

In  the  Form  of  a  P  4  R  a  p  h  r  a  s  e. 


The  Preface  to  the  General  Epiftfe  of  J  o  Dt, 

THE  apofile  Jude,  the  author  of  this  epiftle,  ftiles  himfelfthe  bro¬ 
ther  of  James,  (rer.  I.)  and  was  Called  the  Ion  of  Alpheus  and 
Mary,  and  own  brother  to  James  the  lefe,  (Lute  ri.  t0.  arid  Mark  Jcv, 
40.)  to  diftjnguHb  him  from  Judas  Hear  jot,  who  inhunoujl-y  betrayed 
his  Lord,  accordingly  our  apoftle  is  called  Judas,  not  Ifcariot.  (John 

XIV.  22.) 

His  principal  deftgn  in  writing  this  epiftle  was  to  caution  and  for¬ 
tify  the  Jewifli  converts,  perhaps,  as  Dr  Lightfoot  thinks,  thofc  efpe- 
cially  pf  Judea,  againft  being  drawn  into  apoftacy  by  means  of  the 
falfe  teachers  thathadarofe,  and  were  very  bufy  among  them,  to  fub- 
vert  the  foundation  of  Christianity.  And  as  the  argument  of  this  14 
much  the  fame  with,  especially  the  fccond  chapter  of  the  lccond  epiftle 
of  Peter,  it  is  generally  thought  to  have  been  wrote  about  the  lame 
time,  three  or  four  years  before  the  deiituflion  of  Jerufaltm  \  and 
great  ,a  ftiftance  may  be  gathered  for  under  (landing  one  of  them  by 
■comparing  it  yvith  the  other. 

The  ApcjUe  falutes  the  Ckrfiians  to  whom  he  wrote,  and  exhorts  them 
to  ftand fajl  in  the  faith  againjl  tbqfe  Jewifli  zealots  that  would  un¬ 
dermine  it,  I  — 4.  Shews  the  danger  of  being  inf e tied  by  the m,  and 
the  dreadful  punijhment  •which  Jbafl  be  •  infliRcd  on  them  and  their 
followers,  as  exemplified  in  ibe  unbelieving  ffraclitei ,  in  the  fallen 
angels,  and  in ■  Sodom  and  Gomorrah >  5 — 7.  Gives  a  hideous  deferip- 
lion  of  thefe  feducers  and  their  deplorable  end,  8 — 16.  Cautions  be¬ 
lievers  againfi  being  fur  prized  at  Jiieh  deceivers  arijing  among  them, 
as  being  forewarned,  that  they  might  be  forearmed .  egainji  them . 
pad  maintain  their  own  fiedfafinefi  by  fifith  and  prayer,  and  a  pru¬ 
dent  care  one  of  another,  1 7 — 23.  Andcqhrfudcs  with  a  lofty  encou- 
f  aging  doxohgy,  24.  25.  '  ' 

Zh  r  ,  '  4 
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Text.  Pakafhkass. 


JUDE  the 
ftrvant  of 
JefusGhrift 
and  brother  of 
Janes,  in  tli cm 
that  are  fructi¬ 


fied  by  Gih]  the 
Father, and  pre¬ 
fer  ved  in  Jcfus 
Chrillj  aai  cal¬ 
led  :  . 


2  Mercy  unto 
yon,  and.  peace, 
ami  to  *e  be  mul¬ 
tiplied' 


3  Beloved, 
-  vlicn  I  giwc  all 
diligence  to 

write  uoto  you 
of  the  common 
frlvation ;  It 
was  needful  for 


i.TUdas,  not  Ifcanot,  but  a  faithful  feirant  of  Jefua 

v  Chrift,  feat  forth  by  his  immediate  commiflion  xo 
preach  the  gofpcl,  even  that  Judas,  who,  by  natural 
birth,  vas  brother  to  Jaynes  the  Iefs,  fends  greeting  to 
all  believers  of  the  circpmci  lion,  who  may, be  confidef- 
ed»  in  the  judgement  of  charity,  as  thofe  that  were  fit 
apart  by  God  the  Father,  for  bimfelf  in  bis  eternal  pur* 
pofes  of  love  and  grace,  as  his  efed  *i  and,  in  confe¬ 
rence  thereof,  have  been  fecured  in  JefusChrift,  their 
covenant  head,  and  preferred  by  his  ail-governing  pro¬ 
vidence  from  being  cut  off  by  death  in  their  unconvert¬ 
ed  (late,  and,  in  due  time,  were  effe&ually  called  to  the 
knowledge  of  him,  and  to  a  participation  of  all  thepri- 
vilegts  and  bldEngs  of  the  gofpcl  here,  and  of  bis  glo¬ 
rious  kingdom  hereafter,  (i  Thef.  ii*  12.) 

2,  May  the  rendered  companion  of  the  Father  of  Mer¬ 
cies  toward  the  miferahle  and  unworthy,  and  peace 
wjth  him  and  one  another,  and  in  your  own  confciep- 
CCSj  together  with  the  beft  of  all  profperity  of  every  kind, 
and  >11  the  excellent  fruits  of  his  fpecial  and  diftinguifli- 
ing  Jove,  with  tiie  richefl  nianifcftatio.ns  of  it,  cncreafe 
abundantly,  in  their  uttpoftiulnefs,  towards  all  and  e* 
very  ope  of  you,  unto  the  begetting  of  the  mod  fervent 
love  to  him  and  one  another. 

2.  My  dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord,  when  1  was  ftudi- 
oufly  Thoughtful  about,  and  earneflly  applied  to  the  work 
of  fending  an  cpiftle  to  you,  concerning  that  fpiritpal 
and  eternal  felvation,. which  is  common  to  ,you  and  roe, 
and  all  true  believers,  whether  Jews  or  Gentiles,  and  is 
propofed  and  recommended  in  the  gofpcl,  to  the  accep¬ 
tance 


N  O 

*  A*  fan&ificd,  and  prefirved  are 
me  q  tinned  before  called,  they  feem  to 
relate,  not  fr  immediately  to  internal 
li<diiicf*,prefer  ration  in  tbe  frith*  which 
arc  after  calling,  as  to  fep&ration  to 
God,  as  the  word  fa  net  died  fignifiea; 
{See  the  mites  on  John,  x  36*)  and  xvii. 
17.)  and  to  a  federal  and  providential 
pjneftrvatioxi  in  Chrifr  before,  and  In 
order  to  xhefe  perfmit  being  called.  Or 
if*  with  Bexa*  Pareni,  and  Dr  Whitby, 
we  adurit  of  a  tranf|Ki(uioii  of  the  .  fen* 
tenet)  then  the  order  and  conftmCtton 
wHt  Hand  tfaus-frur  jv&io  isa'lpt 

upatrctfietf  k at  hrv  Xfif*  TErip^fMifJ 

7a  the  ceiled  that  h.ivt  ft*  to  f an  iff  Jit  d  by 
fJfli  the  Father i  and  preferred  tn%  or  hy 
Jc/m  dtrifl.  And  tlm  ftiU  points  cor 


T  >C 

thoughts  the  hme  way*  as  it  f peaks  of 
their  having  been  faodtf  tied*  and  pre¬ 
ferred,  antecedent  to  their  being  cal¬ 
led  i  And  fo  frti&ificd  t>y  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther  anfwer*  to  elect,  according  to  the 
foreknowledge  of  God  the  Father,  and 
not  to  the  fa  unification  of  the  Spirit  in 
X  Vex*  L  2.  and  the  Alexandrian*  Sienh- 
auiis'a  aitd  fome  other  copies*  and  the 
Syriac,  Kthloplc*  and  other  aniicnt  ver¬ 
sions,  (Vid.  Mill-  in  tnc.)  inlhnl  of  fruc¬ 
tified  read  beloved  fi  by  God 

the  Father.  But,  which  ever  way  we 
take  it,  the  frnfti  Adrian  and  prefer v a- 
tton  of  the  called  arc  aferibed,  not  to 
thcmfclvn,  tint  to  the  gracious  mfU  of 
God  toe  Father*  and  of  Jclui  Gbrift* 


i$4 
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jiw  to  writ*  nn- 
■ft  you*  and  co¬ 
hort  yon  Alt 
ye  Jhowld  car- 
wftly  conMod 
for  the  .  faith 

vhich  was  once 

delivered  unto 
the  faints* 


tafice  of  all  forts  of  nnDera*  to  whom  it  is  preached  with 
this  aflurance,  that  whoever  comes  to  Chrifi »  he  will  in 
no  wife  cap  Ban  out.  (John  vi.  37.)  This  is  a  point  of 
fuch  vail  importance*  and  lb  vehemently  ftrupk  at  in 
this  day  of  fad  defection,  and  of  intriguing,  as  well  as 
violent  methods  to  overthrow  it*  that  1  thought  it  necdV 
try,  under  divine  foggeftion*  to  write  to  you  shout  it* 
and  ftir  you  up  by  every  confideratjan  relating  to  your 
own  fafecy  and  comfort*  and  to  the  glory  of  Chrift  and 
of  God  in  him*  to  exert  yourfelvcs*  in  an  humhle  de¬ 
pendence  on  divine  grace*  with  the  utmoft  vigour*  even 
as  it  were*  to  an  agony  of  labour*  ftrife  and  concern, 
(^**r ■>»{>'*«)  in  maintaining*  defending  and  prafliiing 
the  pure  and  uneorropted  doftrine  of  faith  in  its  fnU 
extent*  with-refped  to  the  perfon,  offices,  nghreoufncfs* 
grace,  and  government  of  the  Lord  Chrift*  which  was 
pnee  for  aH  perfe&ed,  and  was  delivered  by  him  to  lus 
holy  apoftJes*  and  by  them  u>  the  church,  con  filling  of 
believers  that  are  holy  in  heart  and  life;  and  which  was 
committed  as  a  trull  and  treafure  tp  them,  that  they 
might  keep  it  faithfully*  and  tranfmit  it  to  pofterjty* 
and  not  fuffer  it  (o  be  altered,  or  wrefted  out  of  their 
hands*  by  any  means  whatfoever.  1  lay  there  is  great 
need  that  1  (hould  write  to  you  about  this, 

4.  For  there  are  certain  impious  and  heretical  mm, 
who  have  clandeftinely  introduced  themfelves*  by  craft 
and  flattery*  among  you*  unawares  indeed  to  you*  but 
not  to  God  1  they  being  men,  pbo  were  written  of  in 
antient  prophecies*  *  according  10  the  (lilt  more  antient 
records  of  the  divine  mind*  as  a  fet  of  ungodly  men* 
that  fhall  be  brought  to  the  awful  judgement  and  righ¬ 
teous  puniftnnenr,  due  to  them  for  their  iniquities  * 
who*  under  pretences  of  having  embraced  Chtiftianify, 

pervert 

NOTE. 

•  Who  were  btftrt  tf eli  te  vine  prrdidSont  (Mimving  them,  ty 


4  For  tbtre  are 
fvrtam  men 
crept  in  una¬ 
ware  a»w  howrrt 

before  of  old  or¬ 
dained  to  tbit 
condemn  at  iff  n, 
&  a  godly  men, 
turning  the 
peace  of  oor God 
jntu  UfrSvtouf' 

vcCti  ond  deny- 


fh}/  tninifejllj  relates*  not 

t®  their  having  been  before  ordained  to 
cbeir  fin,  bpt  to  their  being  atrfulty 
judged  and  condemn t*1  fur  it*  la  tlitf 
t*cw  it  appears  to  me  to  be  of  little  mo* 
nient,  whether  before  pf  old  ordained 
jeftrs  jo  what  was  am  tenth  vrittrn  in 
prophecies,  if  any  fpeh  tap  be  frond, 
nefidea  that  of  f nvb,  which  19  fiot 
written  in  the  Old  TefLament,  nor*  1$ 
ihr  as  |  haoVj  written  at  oil:  op  to  what 
a*  i|  were*  priittn  in  the  eternal 
fonnfclp  of  God*  in  pcbicli  he  detention* 
pd  to  pmiifli  rbcpif  not  as  creature*  fiin* 
jfljr  eoiifidcrwlt  but  a*  tinners*  for 

Master  has. been  before  written  in  4ir 

w  ■  w  ■■  I  ■  ■  a  a  r  #  -  ^  j  +  *  4  ■■■  ■  “ 


was  only  a  trawfeript  of  what  God  bad 
before  deterprined  to  inAift  upon  them, 
according  10  the  doc  defert  of  their  ini* 
quitiea,  which  heforrftw  they*  through 
the  pcrverjpttd*  of  their  own  hmVtt 
yrpold  voluntarily  and  maAcinulIj  in* 
volve  themfclvpa  ip,  And  I  cannot 
conceive;  arty  there  fhnuld  be  any  thing 

tnore  fcarfli  ip  the  idea  of  (rnd,«  having 
before  appointed*  than  of  hie  having 
foretold  the  righteous  profcdurcj  where¬ 
by  he  will  Utc  vengeance  upon  them 
for  their  heinous  provocations  \  and 
therefore  both  arc  JoggeiUd  in  the  j>p 
ruphrafe*  '  * 

*  i  1  1* 


fit  BpiJHe  if  Jude  paraphrafed. 


18c 


ing  tX*  only 

Lord  frod,  and 
our  Lord  Jdui 
Cbrilh 


5  f  will  there* 
fare  pat  you  in 
remembrance* 

though  ye  onto 
knev  thUshnw 

that  the  Lord 

birmjjf a  vedthe 
pro  [lie  out of  the 
land  of  Egypt* 
alter  ward  de- 
ftroyed  them 
that  believed 
no*. 


6  And  the  iq- 

jeb  vbkli  kept 
not  their  firfte- 
Hare*  but  Idf 
thrlr  own  habi¬ 
tation,  hr  hath 
r ci erred  in  crer- 
lifting  chain* 
under  darkneff. 


pervert  die  do&rine  of  the  grace  of  God  unto  the  in¬ 
dulging  of'wanton  and  lafeivious  pra&icea ;  and  who, 
either  to  countenance  themCdves  therein,  *  or  to  throw 
ilander  upon  the  principles  and  profeffion  of  fineoeto* 
lie  vers,  pot  a  corrupt  and  reproachful  conftra&km  up¬ 
on  this  gofpel  of  free  grace,  as  though  It  were  calcula¬ 
ted  to  encourage  diflolute  manners ;  and,  by  their  wick¬ 
ed  courses,  they  praOically  deny  the  wifdom,  holinds 
and  authority  of  God  in  pis  moral  precepts  delivered 
under  the  Old  Teftament,  even  of  that  God,  who,  to  the 
exclnfion  of  all  that  are  not  by  nature  God,  is  the  only 
living  and  true  God :  (lee  the  notes  on  John  xvii.  3. 
a  Pet.  ii-  1 .)  and  ar  the  fame  time  they  reje&  the  true 
goTpcUdodrine  concerning  the  divine  perura  and  offi¬ 
ces  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the  prophet,  prieft  and 
king  of  the  ehurch  ;  whole  gofpel,  as  0  prophet,  is  the 
doctrine  according  to  godlinefo ;  (1  Tim.  vi.  3.}  who 
gave  himfelf  for  us,  as  a  prieft,  that  he  might  reedem 
us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar 
people,  zealous  of  good  works  5  (Tit.  ii.  14.)  and  the 
feeptre  of  whole  kingdom,  as  a  king,  is  a  feeptre  of 
rigbteettfnefs.  (Heb.  i.  ft.) 

5.  rJ*o  deter  you  therefore  from  giving  heed  to  thefe 
feducers,  I  would  remind  you,  though  ye,  as  converfanc 
with  the  Old  Teftament,  have  already  known,  and  been 
fully  affiired,  that  the  Jehovah  of  Ifrael,  having,  with 
an  outfliretchcd  arm,  delivered  his  profeffing  people  out 
of  their  extreme  bondage  and  ■  oppreffion  in  the  land  of 
Egypt,  did  neverthelds  afterward  cut  off  multitudes  of 
them  in  the  wildernefs,  by  terrible  judgements,  foe 
their  diibbcdicnee  and  unbelief;  (t  Cor.  x.  5 — 10.) 
and  they  who,  being  corrupted  by  thefe  deceivers,  fall 
into  like  (ins,  efpecially  under  the  clearer  light  -of  -the 
gospel,  mu  ft  expert  to  be  ftill  more  feverely  ptmifhed 
after  their  example.  (1  Cor.  x.  1 1.) 

6.  And  as  ye  cannot  but  know,  fo  ye  ought  ferioufly 
to  Confider,  and  refteQ  upon  the  tremendous  condition 
of  thofe  once  happy  and  holy  angels,  (a  fuperior  order 
of  beings  to  man)  who  did  not  maintain  their  integrity 
in  that  origtoal  ftate  of  honour  and  dignity  («/**»)  in 
which  God  created  them,  but  relinqullhed,  and,  by  the 
righteous  judgement  of  God,  (2  Per.  ii.  4.)  were  caft 

down 

NOTE. 


fc  the  j fracf  df  Gd  ini*  hfeivi- 

tttfntfs  maybe  untie  rlWtf,  either  of 
thefe  falfc  teacher*  t^kti)£  liberty  from 
the  dtkflrittcf  of  grace,  to  i»dtilj;e  their 
fcniW  5 nd tuition*  ;  or  of  (Steir  malicl* 
oailp  the  gofpdnjocttmc* 


concerning  ir,  a*  though  In  ft*  ova  na¬ 
ture  and  aeliga,  it  lea  to  all  imparity'. 
But  I  am  moft  inclined  to  the  lift  of 
thefe  fenfes ;  bccaufc  they  profdftdly  ep> 
pufrd,  inftead  of  owning  the  true  dirt* 
trioe  of  the  grace  of  Go<f» 


1*6 


Tbe  EpyHt  if  J  jj  qb  porapbraftd. 


“fo  (*»«  judr-  down  from  the  m^aHons  of  blifi  and  glory  which  he 
j^5  '  bed  given  them  to  be  their  own  proper  abode  forever, 
^  J  in  cafe  of  their  continuing  ip  finlds  obedience  to  him. 

Thefe,  qo  account.  of  . their  revolt,  from  God,  and  rebel¬ 
lion  .againft  him,  through  pride,  envy,  and  afleChtion 
of  a  higher  power  and  dominion)  than  he  had  affigned 

to  them,  he  has  put  into  lafe  cuftody,  like  condemned 
prisoners  that  ure  loaded  with  fetters,  and  has  held  them 
faft  by  his  holy  parpofe,  power  and  providence,  as  with 
ftrong  and  perpetual  chains  of  the  horrible  darknefs  of 
fin  and  mifery,  and.  difinal  defpair,  againft  tbe  final 
.  judgement  .of  the  great  day,  when  their  torment  will  be 
completed,  and  when  all  spoliates,  and  impenitent  un¬ 
believing  finnen  {ball  depart  from  the  blifsful  preience 
of  C  b  rift,  .i/iTO.  .eve riafi i ng  fire y  prepared  for  tbe  devil 

aod. bis  angels*  (Matth.xxr.  41.) 

7gmwb-  l  7.  Utter  deftru&ioh  fliali.eeruiply  andfuddenly 

60816  ffPm  the  Lord  upon  all  fitch,  even  as  it  did  upon 
the  infamouflywicked  pcopleof  Sodom  and  Gomorrha, 
» like  iMMivr,  and  of  the  neighbouring  cities  of  A  dm  a  and  Zeboim, 
giving  iGqn.,  xix.  24.  25.  and  DeutF  xxix.  23.)  in  ftorms  of 

icl ve«o vcmTor-  fire  and  brimftone,  rained  dowafrojn  heavcR  upon  them 

for  the  flagitious  crimes  which  they  greedily  commit- 
£eh>,  an  tet  ted,  by  going  into  all  manner  of  uncles  nods,  and  par¬ 
ent)  wn«'  ticulany  the  unnatural  mpuftrous  fin  of  men  with  men. 
Sk'wbmJ  The.  perpetual  defohtiop  of  that  wicked  people*  aod  of 

their  cities,  the  eyident  marks  of  which  remain  to  this 
day,  is,  exhibited  in  the  facred  bjftory,  and  in  piovi- 
dence,  to  opeo  view,  as  an  example  of  Cod’s  tremen¬ 
dous  vengeance,  which  carries  a  lively  emblem  of  tbe 
cverlafling  dcftni&lon  of  all  tbe  wicked  and  ungodly 
in  hell-fire. 

8  Llkewifr  ,j.  8  In  like  manner  aJfo,  thefe  profligate  creatures,  who 

Co  .thefe  JiUby  vainly  delude  themfolyes  and  others  with  their  own  i* 

magi  nations,  which  are  no  better  than  foolifh  and  im- 
doainioa,*  ^  Fure  dreams,  indulge  gratifications  of  flefhly  lofts  that 

fpeskovUoftig-  war  againft  the  foul;  and  defile  their  own  bodies  by 
nWa*.  their  lewd  pra&ices,:  t  Y ca  more  than  that,  they,  like 

Jawlefe  perfons,  treat  all  die  authority  of  fecular  magi- 
ftrates  with  infolence,  and  fet  at  nought  all  civil  go¬ 
vernment  with  contempt,  cfpecijdly  fo  far  forth  as  it 
itwquld  reft  rain  their  exorbitant  vices ;  and  they  vili¬ 
fy  the  perfons,  as  well  as  the  authority  of  thole  rulers 

that 

NOTE. 

'  t'Tfecfe  fetiuctn  undoubtedly  re*il-  {ver.  1 1,)  to  thofe  that  peri/hed  Jn  the 
fdjtctJefcfttral,  «  well  su  civil  gover-  gair  faying  of  Core  agalait  Male*  and 
inoraj  ami  Vd  *re  U<l  to  a  thought  of  Atfpo. 
fhlvby  tbe  cojnpariBgthcfq 


rtia?  tftd  tt^  d- 
tfw  a  boat  them 
«  we  manner, 

wtvio  vertnfor- 


Tiitat  ndgo- 

ingaftctiftnojse 
nuf  ate  fet 
forth  ferae  <x^ 


8  Lfkewy&iJ. 


tbe  ficfli,  dffjnfe 
dominion,  aqd 

JpetLevilofdig* 


a  * 


Yhi  Spi/fle  qf  jv  d  c  partphrajfi. 


Ilf 


Q  Yet  Mieha* 

cl  Ue  iifohan^ 
gtli  #iicn  c#n- 

wilt 

xti c iW viljhc  Aif* 
puted  about  the 
tody  of  Mof'es^ 
durft  not  bring 
iigaiitd  him  4 

railing  Accnfa* 
lion,  but  riidi 
The  tord  re* 
bute  tbee- 


that  tre  advanced  (o  the  higheft  of  all  evthjrdigni- 
tMt,  &e  the  note  on  -  2  Pet,  il.  1®.)  They  ^ 

io  do  the  (ante  by  ecclefiaftical  Gift  cere  and  their  doc* 
trine,  and  even  by  the  infpired  Apofties  themfdvea, 
whq  onght  to  be  efieemed  in  thdr  roinifterisl  (banc* 
tetr,  at  tbt  glory  of  Ckrift.  (*»(*  xf<r»)  2  Cor,  viii.  23, 
See  the  p araphrafe  there. 

9.  AU  this  is  dire&ty  contrary  to  the  excellent  tem¬ 
per  and  behaviour  of  ftich  as  are  noft  worthy  of  imita¬ 
tion,  even  in  their  treatment  of  the  devil  himfelf ;  as, 
to  ioftanee  In- one  of -the  higbeft  dignity,  when  (accord¬ 
ing  to  the  traditional  and  currently  believed  account) 
Miefcae],  f  that  coiinenc  chief  of  tbc  holy  angels,  was 
engaged  in  a  remarkable  conreft  with  the  prince  of  de¬ 
mons,  as  arguing  againft  him  about  having  the  place 
known,  where  the  body  of  Mofes  was  buried,  (bat  bp 
might  have  a  farther  opportunity  of  tempting  lfrad  IP 
idolatry  in  vor  (hipping  it,  for  the  prevention  of  which 
God,  tn  infinite  wifdom,  concealed  hts  fepulcherc  from 
them,  {Dent,  xxxiv.  6.)  In  this  debate  the  archangel 
would  nqt  venture  to  do  any  thing,  fo  contrary  to  his 
own  holy  nature,  fo  offenfi-vc  to  God,  and  h  modi  a- 
hove  his  own  match  in  the  diabolical  art  of  railing,  as 
to  return  the  reviling  and  opprobrious  language  of  that 
foul  fpirit  j  but  only  faid,  in  a  way  of  folemu  rebuke, 
1  leave  you  to  tbc  righteous  judgement  of  God,  to  deal 
with  you  according  to  your  wicked  defign  of  drawing 
his  people  into  the  molt  Sag  rant  fin  againft  his  divine 
pajefty,  crown  and  dignity. 

10.  But 


K  o 

i  Some  by  HittooJ  uaderfiazid  fib  rift 
.  hlmftdf,  Add  otto*?,  xhjc  moft  emhieut 
aft  die  holy  Angels.  And  Dr  Light- 

foot  will  as,  1.  p.  J38 )  -char  **  «- 
■  mong  die  T sintadick*  there,  fcems  xq  to 
fnirethtM  like  <to  r* licit  of  the&ory 
tore  referred  to,  vhe-  of  Michael,  and 
the  aujci  of  death  cHfphnngor  dHtouvf* 

1  trig  dwui  Lftebingeway  die  fool  of  ftlo- 
fes."  ibis  It  a  different  thing  from 
'difpiiririg  about  the  tody  of  Mole*, 
However  Dr  Whitby  fays  In  Si*  note  on 
tbi*  verfe,  **  that  there  was  sit  altars* 
rt»a  ;btfwlit  Mitbiel  rJ»  ittliuipL 

and  Simaci  the  prince  of  the  devils,  &- 
bout  the  body  ol  Moles,  we  learn  from 
the  traditions  of  the  Jews,**  On  this 
fuppofirion,  the  arguing  from 

fotni  known  iiul  allowed,  tradition  a* 
*  moag  them  had,  its  weight  io  his  deal¬ 
ing  with  them :  And  poflibly,  he  might 


T  E- 

know  by  divine  revelation,  that  thU 
was  a  real  fact,  and  not  an  idle  ftory, 
like  many  others  of  their  traditions. 
The  fame  may  to  obferved  with  refpeft 
fp  what  he  fays,  v«r.  14-  about  Enoch's 
prophecy*  (io  the  note  oik  2  Thu-  Hu 
8)  Upon  the  whole,  though  1  am  far 
ffr>m  being  certain;  yet,  for  want  of  a 
better,  1  incline  to  this  liter*!  interpre¬ 
tation,  as  more  natural  and  left  forw)i 
than  any  ot{icc  that  has  been  offered 
on  tbit  difficult  paifrge ;  among  which 

Cbl  hmH  probable  of  them  foeum  to  to 

that,  which  takes  the  body  of  Mofes 

ip  a  figurative  fcnfe,  to  figniiy  the  body 
nr  fyftcm  of  MnfeVa  taw-  Uut  ftill  ww 
arc  .at  as  much  uncertainty  about 
there  having  been  ever  any  fucli  di  finite 
between  Michael  and  tbe  devil  abonf 
the  law,  us  about  thc-body  joS  Mhfefr 


*88 


to  Bac  theft 
fjxiL  «tQ  of 
•  ibliM 

which  -  they 
kuw  not  j 
tot  vhn  they 
know  na faraf- 
lr>  M  hrm 

ktlti;  in  tliofc 
thing!  Ihevcor* 

npnUmwrtt, 


ii  W«  onto 
then;  ftr  they 
bm  |mh  in 
thewSy  of  Cals, 
nj  ran  gmofr 

If  after  the  er¬ 
ror  of  Baiun 
fir  reward,  «nj 
perilled  In  the 
gaicfeyhig  «f 
Core, 


73r  Epifilg  / Jvp|  f&rophrafti. 

to.  Bnt  thefo  daring  pretenders  don’t  flick  at  vilify¬ 
ing  and  reproaching  Slings*  both  civil  and  and  (acted* 
(fee  the  note  on  ver.  8.)  which  are  in  their  own  nature 
fo  far  from  being  evil*  like  the  devil  and  his  defigns,  that 
thw  are  of  eminent  worth  and  inportanccj  but  the  ufir* 
dengn  and  benefit  of  which  they  are  .otter  Grangers  to: 
And  (t*)  emiaAofe  dungs*  that  tbcr  naturally  know* 
like  animals  void  of  reafon,  and  by  tne  light  .of  nature 
cannot  bot  know  to  be  unlawful*  they  like  irrational 
beafts  behave  as  though  they  bad  no  principle  of  reaJon 
to  guid  or  govern  them ;  but  ad  at  Aidi  a  monftroufly 
perverfe,  fenfual  and  brutal  rate*  as  to  defile  end _de- 
bale  thcmlclwfl*  beneath  human  nature*  to  the  Jaftde* 
gree. 

it.  The  moft  dreadful  of  all  woes  will  fureiy  fill  qjv 
on  their  beads :  for  in.  hating  and  envving  thofe.  whom 
they  ought  to  have  treated  with  refpea,  they  are  influ* 
enced  by  the  lame  malignant  fpirit  that  governed  Cain* 
when  he  murdered  his  brother  Abe),  only  becaufe  bis 
own  works  woe  evil*  and  hie  brother's  righteous,  (j 
-John  iii.  ia.  15.)  And,  with  a  profiifion  of  covetous* 
ambitious*  and  wicked  defines  and  endeavours*  ('P**- 
*•*»»)  they  have  vigorotifly  exerted,  themfdves  <0  cor* 
rapt  die  gofpel*  (ver.  4.)  and  draw  the  profeflbrs  of  it 
into  fin  and  perdition  j  and  fo  have  imitated  the  trea¬ 
cherous  iniquity  of  Balaam,  that  mad  prophet,  who, 
had  God- pet  mined  him,  would  have  curled  Ifrael,  and 
cn&ared  them  to  their  mn*-far  die  hike  of  the  reward 
which  Balak  the  king  of  Moab  ofiered  him.  (Numb, 
xxu.  at.  Ax.  fee  the  note  on  1  Pet.  ii.  16.)  And  they 
fet  tbcmfelvee  againft  civil  government,  and  the  infpi* 
red  apoftlet  and  fervants  of  the  Lord*  to  refill  and  re¬ 
proach  them,  (lee  the  note  on  ver.'  8.)  as  Corah*  Da* 
than  and  Abiiam,  with  their  accomplices,  did  in  their 
pride  and  (edition  againft  Moles  the  ruler,  and  Aaron 
the  high'prkft,  for  which  the  earth  opened  and  (wal¬ 
lowed  them  up  alive,  to  the-  defraying  of.  them  all* 

JNumb.  xvi.  1—33.)  Awful  emblems  of 
truftion.  which  mall 


the  worte  de* 
come  upon  tbefe  envious  and  on* 


ruction*  which 
godly  men  1 

is.  Thcfe*  like  odious  and  filthy  blanilhee  and 
fmcan  upon  the  face*  or- upon  a  garment*  are  die  de¬ 
formity*  fcandsl  and  defilement  of  your  feafts  of  enter¬ 
tainment,  whether  they  be  held  in  a  way  of  civil  or  re¬ 
ligious  fodety  and  fricndlbip,  *  while  they  banquet 

with 

NOTE. 

*ltdatiKt  ipptir  to  bm  what  feafta  ‘  aficAfotu  which  werrwftd  among  Java 
theft  were  waether  eotcrtalniMDU  la  or  Cbrifthu;  and  therefor*  fWV* 
taken  of  «l\  U  friecdCupb  or  of  nltmoos  phraft  him  Unndoiccaliicd* 


tl  Theft  aro 
foot*  in  year 

Klfttef  chart¬ 
er,  when  ck*y 
ftaft  with  yon. 
ftodjag  U> 


Tie  Bpifite  ^]obi  paespbrafed. 


ftWt$  witkn*t 
fear :  rfcrodrfA/j 
*rc  without  wa¬ 
ter*  carried  a- 
bant  «f  wind  I* 

tTMi  vhotb 
fruit  withcrec  b, 
withouc  fruit* 
twict  dead, 
plucked  ap  by 
ibe  mu* 


t*  H*g'*g 

Wives  of  tW  Icq, 
frv  run  gout  their 
own  At  line; 
wand  ring  ftar>t 
to  whua  it  rr- 

ferradiMicb 

nefi  efdtfkvft 
forever# 


14  AndEtttcV 
tHbtrh*  (math 
from  Ada  m»pro  * 
phtfiid  of  theft* 
fry  tug,  Behold 
the  Lord  com- 


with  yon,  to  gratify  their  luturious  appetites,  without 
fear  of  the  guilt  they  contract,  or  of  the  terrible  wrath 
that  awaits  them  for  it.  They  put  on  fajfe  appearan* 
cea  i  and  are  at  ufelefi  and  uovtable  as  empty  clouds 
that  yield  no  water  to  rcfrelh  -the  earth ;  and  they  are 
driven  about  by  their  own  lulls  and  padioas,  as  tbofe 
light  clouds  are  by  tempeftuous  winds,  from  one  error 
and  evil  way  to  another :  and  as  little  henefic  is  to  be 
expe&ed  from  them,  as  from  trees  whole  fruit  is  bligh¬ 
ted,  withers,  rota  and  comes  to  oothiog  before  it  is  ripe, 
like  the  immature' fruit  that  drops  of  in  autumn  t  (f*w*’ 
«f»»)  yea,  as  from  trees  that  are  perfe&ly,  and  as  it 
were  twice  dead,  to'  allude  to  tbefc  men,  who,  in  their 
natural  ftate  were  dead  in  fin,  and  now  by  their  apo* 
flaey  are  confirraedly  lb,  paft  recovery ;  and  they  are 
like  trees  ftubVd  up  by  the  roots,  never  to-  revive,  or 
bring  fbrtb  good  fruit  for  ever,  and  only  fit  to  be  cafr 
Into  the  fire. 

*>  Nay,  they  are  not  only  altogether  and  incurably 
ulclefi,  but  horribly  turbulent  and  pernicious.  Their 
furious  reproaches  are  belched  out  againft  the  dofoists 
and  difctples  of  Chrift  with  ndfo  and  damoor,  and 
threatenmga  of  deftru&ton,  like  the  formidable  billows 
of  tbefea  in  a  violent  ftorm,  when  it  rages  and  foams, 
and  calls  op  its  own  mire  and  dirt,  (fia.  Ivii.  20.)  as 
thefe  malignancs  do  their  own  filthinefe,  while  they 
pour  out  (heir  corrupt  principles,  vicious  inclinations, 
and  malicious  Handers,  which  turn  to  their  own  flume. 
Under  all  their  pretences  to  be  lights  and  Hare  for  the 
guidance  of  others,  they  wander  from  the  truth  and 
iolincfi  of  the  gofpel  to  mi  Head  their  followers,  and  arc 
like  the  planets,  which  in  chemfelves  are  dack  bodies, 
and  continually  (Drifting  their  places,  or  like  (hining 
meteors  which  are  called  (booting  or  falling  liars.  They 
make  a  hidden  blaze,  and  foon  expire  in  darknefe,  are 
fleeting  in  all  their  ways,  and  run  about  from  place  to 
place  to  fpread  their  wicked  principles,  temper  and 
courfes.  So  highly  aggravated  are  their  crimes,  that, 
inftead  of  their  boalted  light  and  their  fenfua!  pleafures, 
the  horrors  of  the  thickest  darknefs,  mifery,  and  black 
defpah'  ere  bid  up  in  ftore  for  them,  by  the  righteous 
judgement  of  God,  to  be  their  difmal  portion,  without 
the  leaft  dawn  of  comfort  or  hope,  to  all  eternity. 

14.  And  even  Enoch,  the  feventb  perfon  recorded  in 
the  line  of  dcfceudencs  from  Adam,  (Gen.  v.  3--- 18.) 
foretold  in  a  general  received  traditional  prophecy,  (fee 
the  note  on  ver.  9.)  fuch  things  fo  long  ago,  as  are 
truly  applicable  to  tbe  fin  and  condemnation  of  thefe 

very 
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*11,  and  to  con* 
Vince  all  that 
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him.  , 

16  Tbcfe  are 
mnriiuireracora- 
^Aisrn,  walk* 
xn%  after  their 
own  juft*;  and 
their  mouth 
ffwaketh  great 
fw citing  -words* 
baring  ,  mens 

+  rl  # 

poryms  isadnii- 
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the  words  which 
were  fpoken  be* 
fore  of  the  apo- 
ftlei  of  our  Lord 

JtTue  Cbrift * 


h 


very  men,  faying,  obferve  with  attention  and  reverent 
awe,  die  Lord  Chrift,  die  promtfed  Media  h  is  coining, 
and  in  due  •  time  will  certainly  appear  in  all  hn  ntajcf- 
ty  and  glory,  with  a  retinue  of  Myriads,  .even  an  in* 
numerable  company  of  his  holy  ones,  (arm(r  mm) 
angels  and  faints,  to  their  cverlaftiitg  joy.  (Matth.xxr. 
31.  and  1  ThefK  iii<  13.) 

15.  He  will  then  fit  on  the  throne  of  his  glory  to  ar¬ 
raign  ail  mankind  before  him,  and  pafs  a  decifire  fen* 
trnce  upon  them  fcverally,  according  to  their  rdpe&itc 
chan£tars;  and  particularly  to  reprove,  convict,  con¬ 
demn  and  puirifr  all  that  frail  then- be  found  to  be 
wicked  and  ungodly  among  them.  He  will  feverdr 
reckon  with  them  for  all  their  impious  works,  which 
they  have  wrought  with-  premeditated  ^.-malice,  and  for 
all  the  virulent  fpeeches  which  thefe  licentious  finufcrs 
have  thrown  out  upon  his  perfon,  gofpel  and  caufe, 
and  upon  his  members  and  faithful  fervants  for  his  fake, 

-which  he  will  idem  in  the  day  of  judgement,  as  done 
againft  bimfclf.  (Matth.  xyv.  45V) 

1 6.  The  falfe  teachers  we  are  (peaking  of,  will  meet 
with'  the  heavieft  doom  in  thac.awrul  day :-  For  they  aid 
fecret  murmuren  againft  God  •  and  his  providence,  a* 
gainft  magiftrates  and  nuntftere,  and  againft  Chrift 

and  his  followers  and  ways}  and  are  continually  finding 
fault  and  openly  quarrelling  with  all  his  doQnnes  and 
difpeofations,  as  being  prejudiced  againft  them,  and 
difiatisfied  with  their  own  ftaie  and  condition  in  the 
world ;  they,  in  the  reftiefs  temper  of  their  minds, 
purfue  their  own  vicious  inclinations  to  unlawful  plea¬ 
sures  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  they  talk  in  lofty,  unin¬ 
telligible,  fenfdefs  (trains,  with  high  pretences  to 
knowledge  and  religion ;  and,  in  the  pride  of  theur 
hearts,  (peak  the  molt  exccflively  vain  and  conceited 
things  of  themfclves,  that  have  nothing  in  them;  and 
they  extravagantly  flatter,  carets  and.  extol  perfons  of 
their  own  party,  efpecially  the  rich  among  them,  be 
they  ever  fo  vile ;  becaufe  they  expert  to  reap  fomc 
worldly  advantage  from  them,  to  gratify  their  covetous 
and  luxurious  temper.  * 

17.  But,  my  dearly  beloved  brethren- in  the  Lord,  let 
none  of  thefe  things  move  you  from  your  own  lied  fait- 
nefs;  nor  be  ye  f fumbled  at  them,  ss  though  feme 
-flrange  thing  had  happened  to  you.  (1  Pet.  iv.  12.) 
To  filence  all  fuch  difeou raging  thoughts,  call  to  mind 
and  refle&  upon  the  warnings  about  them,  that  have 
been  given  you  beforehand,  as  by  our  Lord  and  Savi¬ 
our  Jefus  Chrift  himfdf,  (Matth.  xxiv.  11.)  fo  by  his 

infpired 
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18  Haw  that 
they  you 

thtit  Aunild  be 
mockery  ia  the 
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fhouiJ  vulk  if* 
iheir  own 
uavodfy  bifts. 
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GLoft, 
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tban  ao  obte&ion  again  ft;  the  do&rines  delivered  hr 
them; 

i  S'.  Remember  how  plainly  they  have  told  you*  that 
id  this  coadudthg  period  of  the  Jewilh  church  and 
lUre,  and  commencement  of  the  laft'difpenfation  of 
grace,  which  is  to  continue  to  the  end  of  the  wodd, 
there  certainly  would  arife  pfofanc  jcomfoV deriders  of 
every  thing  that  is  fccred,  and  particularly  of  Chaffs 
coming  to  judgement ;  (i  Pet.  iii.*  3 .  4.)  a  fez  of  a- 
bandohed  men,  who  treat  thefe  foreign  things  with 
contempt'  and  ridicule,  that  they  relay  be  the  more  eafy 
in  indulgences  of  theit  corrupt  inclinations,  according 
to  the  foil  bent  of  their  own  wicked  hearts,  thatjwe 
caft  off  the  fear  of  God;  - 

'  ip.  Thefe .  are  the  very  men,  of  whoni  oar  Uefled 
Lord  and  his  apoftles  warned  you;  men  that  make 
fadlions  and  divifions  in  the  church,  alienating  them* 
fdves  from  the  true  apoftles,  fervants,  difcipics  and 
dodtrines  of .  Cbrift,  and  forming  '  feparate  parties  of 
their  own  fortment,'  as  though  they  Were  more  holy 
than  others ;  whereas,  in  reality,  they  are  mere  fen- 
fnahfta,  governed  by  animal  appetites,  lofts  and  paf- 
ud  are  entirely  defiitnte  of  the  enlightening, 
ijj  and  &a£tifyii)g  gifts  and  graces  of  the 

loly  Spirit. 

20.  But  as  to  you,  my  dear  Cbrift&n  friends,  take 
heed  of  being  mifledby  men  of  fuch  corrupt  principles 
and  pra&ices.  But  go  on  by  divine  afliftdnce,  with  in- 
tegrity  and  faithfblncfs  in  your  holy  profeffidh ;  and  in 
order  hereunto,  peril  (l  in  fee  king,  by  all  proper  and  ap¬ 
pointed  meads,  your  own  and  your  fellow  Chriftians 
(fee  the  note  on  Eph.  iv.  32.)  fpirittial  eflablifhment 
and  advances  in  grace,  hoHnefs  aiidcomfort,  upon  the 
foundation  of  faint,  which  is  laid  in  the  do&riue  of  the 
apoftles  and  prophets,  Jefus  ‘Chrift  himfelf  being  the 
chief  corner  ftone;  (Eph.  ii.  20.)  and  upon  that  prin¬ 
ciple  of  faith  in  you,  which  purifies  the  heart,  works 
by  love,  and  overcomes  this  world  ;  (&£ts  xv.  9.  Gal. 
vi.  6,  and  1  Johli  v.  4.)  and  which  derives  all  grace 
out  of  Ch  rift’s  fulnefs  to  enable  you  to  grow  up  in  all 
things  into  him,  who  is  the  head :  (Eph.  iv.  15.)  And 
together  with  a  lively  excrcife  of  this  mo  ft  holy  faith, 
he  infant  in  prayer,  under  the  guidance  and  influence 
of  the  holy  Spirit  to  help  your  mfiarmitics.  (Rom. 
viii.  16-) 

2t.il! 
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ipa  ■  74#  EplfiU  J  u  d  s  pstaphrafed. 


ai  Keep  your 
felvci  in  tbf 
lav*  ofGodlook^ 
ing  Cor  the  mrr* 
cy  nf  <rar  Lord 
Jcfnt  Chrift  ud- 
to  derail  life* 


33  And  of 
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34  How  unto 

kirn  that  1*  able 
t  eke  cp  you  trout 


a ! .  Id  this  molt  excellent  way  of  proceeding*  let  it 
be  your  conftant  ftudy  and  endeavour  to  approve  your* 
felves  to  God*  as  thole  that  fincerely  and  fervently  love 
him,  and  delight  to  lceep  his  commandments,  (t  John 
v.  3.)  and  be  careful  to  cultivate  this  love  in  one  ano¬ 
ther,  as  alio  to  maintain  a  fweet  and  experimental  fenfe 
of  God’s  fpccial  love  to  yourfelves,  to  influence  you 
thereunto,  as  thole  that  are  looking,  hoping  and  long¬ 
ing,  in  a  prepared  (late  .and  frame,  for  the  Anal  marii- 
reflations,  fruits  and  cffe£ts  'oF  the  gracious-  and  merci¬ 
ful  feotence  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  unto 
your  complete  deliverance  from  all  fin  and  forrow,  And 
admiflion  to  all  the  bleflings  of  eternal  life*  even  for 
the  grace  that  is  to  be  brought  unto  you  at  the  revela¬ 
tion  of  Jefus  Chrift.  (t  Pet.  i.  13.) 

32.  And  as  to  fuch  among  yon,  that  may  be  feduccd 
into  any  error  or  fin,  great  prudence  is  to  be  ufed  in  a 
different  manner  of  dealing  with  them,  according  to 
their  different  circum  (lances.  Some  that  have  been 
daggered,  and  in  meafurc  drawn  afidc,  through  ther* 
own  inadvertence,  ignorance  and  wcaknefs,  and  the 
fubtility  of  deceivers,  ye  Humid  treat  .with  all  tender- 
nefc,  meekoefs,  condefcenfion  and  endearing  kindnefi, 

.  and  with  a  friendly  and  compaflioDatc  concern  to  reco¬ 
ver  and  eftablifti  them. 

23.  And  others  that  have  gone  farther  lengths,  and. 
feem  to  be  obftitute  and  hardened,  Ijke  thofe  who  fe- 
duced  them,  ye  ought  to  deal  more  (harply  with,  by 
faithfully  Jetting  before  them  their  guilt  and  danger, 
the  awful  threatenings  of  God’s  word,  anti  the  dreadful 
wrath  and  ruin  they  expole  thcmfelves  to,  and  by  puff¬ 
ing  a  cburch-cenfure  upon  them,  if  needful,  coat  ye 
may  awaken  their  juft  fears  of  per  filling  in  the  evil  of 
their  .ways :  This  is  the  likelieft  method,  by  the  bleff- 
ing  of  God,  to  reclaim  them  and  prevent  their  eternal 
deflruftion ;  and  to  pluek  them,  with  a  fort  of  holy 
violence,  as  brands  out  of  the  Are  that  were  very  near 
being  confumed  by  it.  In  all  which  ye  Ihould  he  in¬ 
fluenced  by  an  utter  deteftationof  everything  that  has 
any  defilement  in  it ;  and  Ihould  a&  with  a  holy  reiolu- 
tion  to  avoid,  and  have  no  fcltowlhip  with  the  unfruitful 
works  of  darknefs ;  (Eph.  c.  11.)  in  like  manner  as  the 
Jews,  according  to  the  law  of  Mofes,  were  not  to 
touch  any  uociean  thing  ;  a  garment,  that  had  the 
plague  of  leprofy  in  it,  was  to  be  burnt.  (Lev.  v.  2.  &c. 
and  xiii.  52.) 

24.  Now,  to  conclude  with  a  folcmti  doxofogy, 
which  belongs  as  to  all  the  perfbnj  in  the  adorable  God¬ 
head 
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headj  fi>  particularly  to  our  Lord  Jcfus  Cfarift,  *  •whom 
we  hare  been  -  fpeaking  of  under  fuch  chara&ers,.asare 
peculiarly  fufted  to  your  encouragement  and  relief  uifr 
der  all  yourprefent  troubles,  (vcr.  14.  15.-21,)  1  would 
exprefe  it  in  the  following  lofty  and  endearing  Rrainj 
To  him  who  has  almighty  power  originally  in  brmfelf, 
as  God,  and  all  office -authority,  and  qualifications,  as 
mediator  j  and,  hairing  gracioufly  undertaken,  is  as 
wilting  as  able,  to  prefer  re  yon  from  apoftacy,  and 
from  irrecoverably  (tumbling  and  falling  into,  and  hy 
the  errors  of  the  wicked  1  and,  after  your  Rate  of  war* 
fare  is  accomplifhed,  to  prefentyou  to  himfelf,  and  to 
his  Father,  at  his  fecond  coming,  a  glorious  church, 
not  having  fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing,  hue 
that  it  thou  Id  he  holy  and  without  blemiih,  (Ephr.  v. 
27.)  and  ihould  Rand  with  complete  acceptance  in  his 
Immediate  prefence,  when  he  flia.ll  appear  in  all  his 
glory,  and  ye  (hall  appear  with  him  in  glory,  (Col.  iii. 
4.)  and  with  triumphant  and  ec  ft  a  tic  joy,  and  all  the 
hqly  angels  and  glorified  faints,  together  with  thefacred 
three,  (nail  exceedingly  rejoice  with  you. 

.  25.  To  this  God  our  Saviour,  who,  together  with 
(he  Father  and  Spirit,. as  infinitely,  originally,  eflen- 
tially  and  communicatively  the  only  wife  God :  To 
him,  as  well  as  to  thofe  other  adorable  perfons,  be  a* 
(bribed,  as  Is  equally  due,  all  the  glory  of  his  divine 
nature  and  attributes  as  God,  and  of  all  his  love  and 

*  1 

grace,  dtifigns,  undertakings  and  performances,  as 
like  wife  ail  the. grandeur  of  his  heavenly  Majcfty,  as 
God-man  mediator,  together  with  imiverfal  rule  and 
government),  might  and  authority,  over  all  perfons  and 
things,  m  the  kingdom  of  providence  and  of  grace* 
now,  henceforth,  and  for  evermore.  In  this  aicriprion 
of  glory,  may  we  and  all  the  faults  and  angels  join,  as 
with  one  heart  and  voice  1  A*n*ny  fo  let  it  be*  and  fo  it 
(halt  be. 


'  »  0  T  E. 

*  It/fitnw  tome,  that  the  divine  per-  his  glorious  gf^aritigtb  judgement,  fcr 
foi,  here  mnft  Immediately  intended*  ts  executing  a  dreadful  fentence  on  the 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift*  wh<*  i*  prmrinal-  ungodly,  and  ihewtng  mercy  to  belter- 
ly  fpoiceo  of  stll  along  in  the  preceding  *  era  unto  eternal  life;  (vcr*  14*  1 5*  1J.J 
con  re*  I*  and  11  often  Hiled,  by  way  oF  fo  this  exactly  agrees  with  the  work 
eminence.  The  Saviour,  and  Cod  onr  that  is  peculiarly  a  feribed  to  him.  as 
Ktricrtir,  ai  id  EpU-  v.  ij.  Phil*  i\t  30*  the  Saviour  of  the  body,  and  Lead  of 
Tit.  ii.  (j  and  a  Per  i  i.  and  is  here  the  church-  Kpk  v.  23 — 17  But  I  do 
called  the  only  wife  God,  fver  25*  not  nor  find  that  the  prelent  at  ion  0/  the 
t:>  the  exdu^on  of  the  Father  and  Spl-  church  at  the  laJt  day  is  c«er  aferibed 
rir,  but  onlv  of  nil  idols.  (See  the  n*te  to  God  the  Father.  (Set  my  volume  of 
on  John  xvil  3.)  And  as  bis  jM-elentmg  fermotix  on  Jefue  Clirill,  God>ni3A,ptgc 
ns  fauhlefe  before  the -pretence  of  his  64.  bjj 
glory  msoiidtJy  relates  to  the  time  of 
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RRCOLLECTIONS. 

Wbst  an  honour  do  the  beftof  men  thrnh  Hf  to  ho  the  faithful  firrvsfrti  rf 
Jefas  Ctrl  ft  f  Stich  are  heartily  driirous  that  aft  the  bfr  flings  of  divine  love, 
prrcrcy  and  peace  may  be  multiplied  to  the  choice  and  called  of  God  ;  and  they 
lay  themfclycs  out*  with  dihgvnce,tp  pro  mute  the  ftltalitwi  of  all  that' believe  m 
Jefus,  and  to  excite  their  fervent  seal  for  preferring  the  doflrinev  of  Cjhrift,  juft 
as  they  were  once  delivered  to  the  feints  under  the  tnfpiratiaii  of  his  Spirit*  How 
careful  Jhould  all  Chriithns  be  to  guard  agninft  taming  the  iWfrine  of  the  grace 
of  God  into  Liceutioufncft ;  and  agalrcft&cfc  deceivers,  as  would  iHy  infinorie 
thcmfclvcB  into  their  affection*,  and  overthrow  the  purity  bf  the  gofpet,  cfpe- 
cially  in  its  fondamtntal  articles,  relating  to  God  and  our  Lord  jefiis  Chrilt ! 
The  corrupters  Pf  this  fiuth  are  wicked  men,  whom  the  fovereignand  holy  God 
has  of  old  determined  to  puiriflr  for  their  impieties  with  eredaftipg  deftnidtiou 
In  all  the  horrors  of  the  thicfcdt  darlmeft.  mifery,  and  dripatr*  Thin  hems 
dealt  wnh  the  fallen  angel*,  and  the  flagitious  florrm  of  Sodom  and  Gomor- 
rha;  and  thus  be  will  deal  with  -the  (fcrfecutofa  of  his  people,  who*  like  Gun, 
bate  and  would  murder  them*  for  rrghteouthefa  fake ;  and*  like  Balaam*  would 
Code  and  ruin  them,  for  thrir  own  ferula r  tntcreft;  and  like  Corah  and  bis  com* 
pony,  fet  tbrmfetoei  in  opposition  to  the  fervanti  of  the  Lord,  and  ervo  to  emt 
magiftrates  and  all  wholribme  laws,  through  thetr  own  ignorance  of  their  ex* 
cellcncy*  and  through  brutal  propenfions  to  what  they  cannot  but  know,  by 
the  light  of  nature*  to  be  very  fordid  and  deGtingv  Theft,  under  all  their  vain 
boafts,  are  an  onft-iblc,  deluded  and  deluding  fort  of  men  +  haughty  dcridm  of 
all  that  is  facred  and  worthy ;  deftitate  of  the  Spirit  of  God ;  and  petfeft  fen- 
fiLvhfts  that  aim  at  nothing  but  worldly  gratifications*  But,  ah  !  wha^aft* 
preach  are  perfon*  of  thefc odious  chara&en  toChriftim  or  ctrillbrietfrin  their 
fatftiag  with  tow  and  choice  together  i  They  are  not  only  ufeJeftamf nipm* 
Stable*  but  injurious  and  dangerous ;  And  when  Chrilt  fliatt  appear  in  his  glory, 
with  an  Innumerable  company  of  attending  faints  and  angels,  he  will  jaftEy  con* 
demn  andjmmfli  theorfor  ail  theirJmpiotiB  aud  malicious  calumnies  upon  him 
and  his  people,  doftrines  and  ways.  But  believers  need  not  be  daggered  at,  or 
by  them,  fince  our  Lord  himftlf  and  his  apoftles  ba*e  given  feir  warning  of  them 
beforehand ;  nor  need  they  return  railing  for  rafting,  in  vindication  of  the 
truth  and  of  thcoifekes,  hut  only  refer  them  tv  ftaLjGod,  who  judges  righte- 
oufty.  But  0  what  a  happinrfs  la  it,  anudft  all  theft  trials,  to  go  forward  ia 
faith  and  prayer  under  the  influence  of  the  Holj  Sprit,  and  to  maintain  our 
love  to  God  and  oat  another,  and  a  fenfe  of  \m  love  to  us  in  an  hun&ft,  pa¬ 
tient;  and  joyful  expectation  of  the  mercy  of  our  U>nl  Jeftis  Chrift  to  denial 
bfc  l  How  greatly  are  thofe  proftflora  to  be  pitied,  that  are  m  dwger  of  felling 
into  the  fmre  of  deceivers  1  With  what  geathneft  are  the  weak  amoog  them  tv 
he  treated  and  allured  1  And  w^th  what  holy  violence,  #0  by  the  terrors  of  the 
-  Lord,  are  the  rooft  obligate  and  daring  to  be  {hatched;  Hke  brands  cml  of  the 
fire  t  May  all  gkny  be  afcribed  to  the  only  wife  God,  bttiufivc  of  Jjefus  Chrift 
our  Saviour^  who  is  able  in  frimfetf,  and  authorifed  in  hit  office,  to  prefer**  us 
from  all  apqftacy*  and  to  prtfeivt  us  without  fpot  or  Wemifh,  and  with  uofprak* 
able  joy,  before  the  preftnee  of  bb  own  and  his  Father's  glory,  at  his  fecund 
appearing  without  fin  unto  falvatiou  f  May  we  be  found  among  this  happy  uum* 
bo  at  the  great  day  of  account!  Am gu 
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The  Preface  to  the  Revelation* 

THE  writer  of  this  facred  book  appears  With  good  evidence  to 
have  beeen  the  ApofUe  John*  (Vid.  Mill.  Prole  go  ok  pag.  jg 
--*21.  and  fee  Twell's  examination  of  the  late  new  text  and 
Terfion  of  the  New  Teftament,)  who  is  called  the  Divine,  perhaps, 
bccaufe  he  had  the  fpecial  honour  of  God's  giving  him  the  extraordU 
nary  prophetic  revelation  contained  in  this  book;  or  becaufehe  was  an 
eminent  advocate  for  the  divinity  of  drift*  as  appears  in  HU  gofpd  and 
rpiftles. 

This  Important  re  vela  t  ton*  which  is  noft  commonly  thought  to 
have  been  written  about  the  year,  of  our  Lord  96  or  97,  may  be  call 
into  two  principal  pans.  One*  which  lies  in  the  three  Grft  chapters* 
and  is  delivered  in  an  epistolary  form  to  the  feven  famous  churches  in 
the  protfcnfular  Alia*  relates  to  the  then  prelent  (late  of  thole  churches* 
and  the  things  that  would  foon  be  fulfilled  in  them*  The  epiftles  thus 
directed  to  them  were  indeed  defigned,  like  other  parts  of  Scripture, 
fouMir  ijiftru£tiofi,  in  foch  cautions  and  encouragements,  promrfes 
and  threatening*,  as  are  applicable  to  other  perfons  and  churches,  in 
like  circum  fiances,  through  all  fucceeding  generations.  But  1  could 
never  fee  fufficient  ground  to  think  that  they,  as  fomc  fuppofe,  were 
like  the  reft  of  this  book,  prophetic  of  a  fuccellive  ftate  of  churches 
from  the  apoftles  days  to  the  end  of  the  world,  which  fhould  eorre* 
fpond,  in  order  of  time,  to  that  of  thefe  feren  churches,  all  of  which 
were,  written  to,  as  conlidered  in  their  then  prefent  ami 'Contemporary 

circum fiances,  and  not  in  what  thev  would  be  one  after  another,  ac- 

r  ^ 

cording  to  the  order  in  which  the  epiftles  were  directed  to  them  :  Not 
do  I  apprehend  tbc  characters  of  each  of  thoi£  churches  to  be  diftinft 

N  2  enough 
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enough  to  mart  out  thofe  imaginable  periodic  which*  by  the  help  of  % 
fruitful  invention  and  forced1  con(lro£Hofto»  have  been  afitgned  to  them 
by  different  learned  writers  with  very  different  application.  But 'fame 
of  them  are  as  .applicable  to  feverai  ages*  as  to  any  one  age  of  the 
church;  and  perhaps,  there  is  hardly  arty  particular  age*  except  the 
Idft  that  is  yet  to'  come,  in  which  there  are  not  forne  churches  or  pro* 
feflng  Chriftians,  to  which  many  of  the  things  may  be  applied  that 
are  found  in  all  thefe  epiftles*  and  this  book  of  prophecy  (peaks  of  z 
glorious  (late  of  the  church  chat  (hall  be  on  earth  in  the  iaft  days* 
which  none  of  thefe  epiftlw,  and  leaft  of  all  the  laft  of  them,  can  be 
fuppofed  to  exhibit  to  us* 

The  other  principal*  and  by  (hr  greateft  part  df  the  prophetic  reve¬ 
lation  is  introduced  chap,  iv.  and,  as  I  conceive,  is  carried  on  from 
thence  to  the  end  of  the  hook,  letting  forth  a  regular  (cries  cf  events* 
which  ihould  come  to  pafe  in  fucccffive  periods,  relating  to  the  Ro¬ 
man  empire,  and  the  church  of  Ohrid,  as  chiefly  concerned  with  if* 
through  all  ages  from  the  time  of  the  apoftlefe  writing  to  the  contam¬ 
ination  of  all  things,-  which  (halt  iflue  rn  the  utter  deftrndion  of  hypo* 
critical  and  formal  profeflors,  and  all  Cbrid’s  enemies,  and  in  glori¬ 
ous  days  on  earth,  and  the  everlafting  joy  and  triumph  of  the  faints  m 
heaven. 

The  meaning  of  thefe  wonderful  prophecies  has  been  fearchcrf  into* 
with  great  care  and  diligence,  by  many  learned  andptotu  nftir  rf 
former  and  later  ages  ;  Hut  their  interpretations  in  various  iaftanCe# 
arc  fa  very  different  and  contra di£iory,  and  feverai  of  them  fo  evi¬ 
dently  proved  by  after  fafks  to  be  entire  miftakes,  that  1  dare  not  pre- 
fume  to  be  very  pofittve  in  determining  upon  all  the  events,  that  ait- 
fwer  even  fiich  predictions  as  may  juftly  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  al¬ 
ready  fulfilled ;  much  lefs  in  fixing  the  eia£l  rime  for  the  accovnptifti- 
ment  of  thofe  that  are  ftill  to  be  fulfilled  in  their  refpeQive  feafons  ; 
concerning  which  we  mull  needs  be  under  fome  fu (pence,  ODltfe  we 
could  certainly  know  the  point  of  time*  from  whence  we  arc  to  begin 
the  computation  of  frith  prophetic  days  or  years*  as  arc  laid  out  for 
their  period* 

,  It  may  be  ford  cf  the  prophecies  of  this  boob*  as  if  was  to  Daniel* 
when  he  heard,  but  under  Hood  not*  ami  cried  out*  0  my  Lord,  what 
(hall  be  the  end  of  thefe  things-?  In  anfwer  to  which  be  faiJ*  Go  thy 
way*  Daniel*  for  the  words  9*t  clofed  up  and  foiled  till  the  time  of 
the  end*  (Dan*  xiL&  9,)  intimating  that  they  are  not  m  be  thoroughly 
in :  Jerflood  rill  they  be  all  completely  accompli fted 5  and  even  the  pre¬ 
dictions  of  our  MdTcd  Lord  about  his  death,  refurreftion  and  exalta¬ 
tion  were  not  clearly  uneferftood  by  his  difciplcs  till  they  wert  fulfilled  a 
but  then  they  remembered  rfiat  fie  had  fold  thefe  thing*  were  writtqjr 
of  him*  (John  ii.  22.  ar.d  xiu  13—16,)  Nos  did  the  apofile  Peter 
underlhnd  the  full  meaning  of  what  Chrift  foretold  about  the  baptifm- 
of  the  Holy.Ghoft  as  to-  be  extended  to  tile  Gentiles,  till  the  Holy 
Ghbft  fell  on  Cornelius  and  his  company,  as  rt  bad  before  on  Jewifh 
believers  >  but  then  he  remembered  rhe  word  of  the  Lord,  bow  that 
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he  iaM,  John  indeed  baprifed  with  water,  but  ye  {hill  be  bipiifcd 
with  the  rioly  Ghoft,  (Aosjci.  ij.  16.) 

It  feetns  to  roe,  that  one  treat  ifefign  of  prophecies  is  to  leave  oar 
thoughts  a t>der  fome  oMcunty  shout  their  precife  meaning  and  tame 
of  aceempUfti mem,  till  events  explain  them-}  left  a  certain  knowledge 
beforehand  of  the  things' pointed  to,  and  of  the  times  in  which  they 
were  to  take  place)  flwuldgive  umbrage  to  fome  reign  ingpenvers  on 
eartfo  and  Owuld  dHcoucert  the  ordinary  conrfe  of  Homan  affairs,  and 
put  fame  men  upon  meafures,  which  tfaey  otherwife  would  never  have 
thought  of,  to  fulfil  .the  predittions}  and  thereupon  the  accompi*(h- 
mem  of  the  prophecies,  in  their  feafon,  fliould  he  sferibed  to  the  craft 
and  management,  of  men,  rather  -.than  to  .the  wtfdom  and  power  of 
God.  But  his  bringing  them,  about,  one  after  another,  in  their  pro* 
per  time  and  order,  without  any  defign  in  die  infiruments  of  them  to 
fulfil  divine  predittions,  as  was  the  cafe  of  Jofeph’s  brethren,  in  falling- 
him  into  Egypt,  and  of  the  Jews  and  Romans  in  concurring  ni  cruci* 
fy  our  bleflcd  Lord,  referves  the  entire  glory  of  the  whole  to  his  own 
over-ruling  condutt,  and  is  an  undeniable  reftiraony  to  his  infinite 
unerring  foreknowledge  of  the  free  attions  of  men,  and  to  his  all-go* 
verning  providence  in  whatfoever  conies  to  pafs ;  and  as  fall  as  any  of 
the  prophecies  of  this  book  are  manifcftly  fulfilled,  they  are  a  further 
confirmation  of  the  truth  of  Chriftianity,  and  of  the  faith  and  hope  of 
the  church  with  refpecl  to  all  that  remains  to  be  Hill  performed,  and 
are  a  rich  encouragement  to  their  patience  under  all  their  troubles, 
whieb  in  every  period  are  foretold  as  to  iffne  in  bright  feenes  of  profpe- 
rity  and  glory. .  And  when  tbe  whole  fcheme  (halt  be  finifhed,  every 
part  will  appear  in  its  proper  place  and  order,  and  a  divine  beauty 
.wUlbefeeo  to  fpread  canfpicuoufi y  through  it  all. 

We  may  therefore,  with  fome  probability  at  leaft,  humbly  attempt 
to  fettle  tbe  interpretation  of  the  prophecies  by  hiltorical  fatts,,aa  far 
as  they  have  been  hitherto  fulfilled,  which  reach  to  the  time  of  the 
fifth  vial,  according  to  fome  eipofitors ;  or  of  the, filth,  according  to 
others  i  and  yet  it  is  hard  always  to  adjutt  even  thefc  with  certainty, 
becaufc  there  are  fome  other  events  of  providence,  that  may  feem  to 
be  as  fairly  applicable  to  tbofe  parts  of  the  prophecies.  But,  I  think, 
the  late  learned  Mr  Lowmaa  has,  upon  the  whole,  matched  facts 
with  accomplifhed  predictions,  better  than  any  other  writer  that  has 
fallen  under  my  notice.  And  as  nothing  ever  puzzled  my  thoughts 
on  this  book  more,  than  the  fynchronifms,  or  contemporary  events, 
which  commentators  have  almo.fi  univerfally  fuppofed  to  be  rep  referr¬ 
ed  in  the  feven  epi files  to  the  churches  of  Alia,  and  in  the  feal  and 
book  prophecies,  as  fome  diftinguilh  them,  or,  as  others  call  them, 
the  open  and  the  fealed  book ;  fo  this  gentleman,  in  htShelaboratc  and 
judicious  paraph  rafe  and  notes,  and  in  his  preface  to  the  whole,  fee  ms 
to  me  to  have  fettled  the  periods  of  the  feals,  trumpets  and  vials,  with 
a  good  degree  of  probability,  in  a  regularly  con  netted  and  progrelfive 
order  of  time  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  :  And  therefore  I  have 

mofily  followed  him  in  butoriral  fatts ;  and  have  in  a  manner  do.ne  fo 

entirely 
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entirely*  with  refpeft  to  the  fuecelRye  courfe  of  every  period*  which  it 
carried  on  by  (even  e  pi  files ,  fevenfeals,  fevep  trumpet  a*,  and  feven 
vials*  till  allfhall  end  in  the  glory  of  the  n^Ulaalum*  and  of  the  hea¬ 
venly  fiate. 

And  as  my  defign  is,  through  divine  guidance,  to  fet  this,  M  well 
as  the  other  parts  of  the  New  Teftaraenr,  in  as  plain,  pra&kal  and 
eafy  a  light,  as  1  can,  before'the  minds  of  common -Chriftians,  the 
pra&ical  view  is  intermingled  and  purfued,  more  than  1  hav^  met 

with  tn  any  other  parapbrafe  ;  but  as -large  quotations  of  a  orient  au¬ 
thorities  would  not  he  much  to  their  education*  and  would  fwell  this 
volume  to  a  riifprpporriotiatc  bulk,  which  has  already  too  far  exceeded 
my  expiation  and  delign,  1  (hall  generally  coot  cm  myfetf  with-re¬ 
ferring  to  the  authorities  which  he,  or  others  have  quoted  to  fupport 
the  application  of  hiflories  to  the  hitherto  fulfilled  prophecies,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  erpofiticn.  The  contents  of  ail  at  the  head  of  each 
chapter,  and  as  put  together  at  the  beginning  of  this  volume,  wil} 
gite  the  reader  a  compendious  view  of  the  whole  febeme. 

b  I 

CHAP-  I. 

a 

x 

A  preface  opens  the  divine  original,  defgns  and  importance  of  this 

•  book ,  I - 3.  The  Apoftle,  John  the  writer  of  it,  fdhrtes  Htejeven 

churches  of  Afia,  wijhing  them  grace  and  peace  from  God  the  father, 
.Sen  and  Spirit,  in  diflmEt ive  oeconetmcai  charaElers  ef  then t,  4—8. 
Declarer  when-,  where,  and  h&us  the  revelations  were  made  to  him, 

r  r  j  .  m  ■  ^ 

p — ll.  And  gives  art  account  if  hit  firjt  yift tn,  in  which  he  Jaw 
Chrijl  appearing  in  the  midfi  offeven  golden  candUJlics,  and  holding 
/even  fare  in  his  right- band}- which  were,  emblematical  of  the /even 
churches,  and  fheirpaforsi  and  deferihes  Us  appearing  in  fuch 
Jlrong  and  lively  figures  f  mayefty  and  glory,  as  were  Juited  to  the 
'  encouragement  of  true  believers,  and  the  terror  f  backfiderf  and 
apofates,  13—?.  ’  " . 


Text. 
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Tlf.  E  w*«U- 
tioji  offe- 
fu  ft  CHrifttWh  kit 
Cod  gave  unto 
Lim.  10  Aiew  uht1 


1  •  fT*  H  IS  book  contains  a  prophetic  revelation  from 
A  Jefus  Chrift,  the  exalted  Saviour*  to  whom*  ag 
ipari  and  the  great  prophu  <rf  the  churchy  God  the  TV 
ther  gave  it  in  cornmifTipn^  *  that  he  might  make  known 


V  q 

*  Aj  Chrift  fdhined  tjta  thqra£fcer  of 
£  prophet  ip  h^nau  nun^,  Cod'  the 
father  is  fppkcnaf  with,  great  prnpriu- 

}yt;  sjccordiujj  to  the  divine  oeco^crniYi 

reveUtW  to  hint, 

the  ftxtnttihu  of  his  office,  he  ini|r|it 

commupitar^  if  hy  his  *n*e!  ci»  Joljii’s 
™t  hi*  underiHpdtug  being  infinite,  as 
pod,bcj  in  Uiat  ctmlidcrarion  of  htm, 
|lad  us  ticcd  of  fuch  a  revelation ;  and 

"  1  -  L  _  _ 


to 

-T  E* 

hot  who  Cent  hi*  aagel  to  fbe»  thrf^ 
things,  k  (tiled  the  Lord  G&fofibt  My 
f  rppbtts,  fchap.  xaiii  f> }  which  »  a  mar* 
jiificeur  veferijn^n  pftk  only  trpeGnd, 
and  feeing  to  he  meant  of  the  fame  di¬ 
vine  perfoa,  there  foyj  *  little  ef* 
tcryard*,  {ver,  it)  I  Jef vs  bicve  Jcnt 
mint  axgti  tc  tc jiffy  theft  things*  and 
thelc  thing*  are  here  called  Tit  rtwl** 
Uon  of  ftfut  Cbuft* 


4  V 
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to  hi*  fer**at* 
Things  which 
mult  Hiortly 

come  to  puf$ } 
end  he  Cent  and 
figntfied  it  bj 
hit  angel  unto 
hit  fervant 

Juba: 


z  Who  bom 
record  of  the 
word  of  God, 

And  of  the  teflj- 

many  of  Jdui 
Chrftt,  ood  of 
oil  diiag*  that 
he  law* 


to  his  for? an  to  and  faints  thofe  things  which  mu  ft  foon 
begin  to  be  fulfilled^  and  then  be  carried  on,  through 
their  lereraj  periods,  in  as  certain  predictions,  as  if  they 
were  prefeot  fads*  relating -chiefly  to  the  Roman  em¬ 
pire,  and  his  church  as  concerned  with  it,  till  they  be 
com  pleated  at  the  confum  matron  of  all  things :  and  Je* 
fus,  the  Sovereign  Lord  of  all  the  angelic  hoft,  commit* 
nicated  them  by  the  miuiftrarion  of  an  holy  angel, 
whom  he  fent  with  authority  to  notify  them  in  the  fbL 
lowing  vi (10 ns  to  me,  his  fervanc  and  apoftte  whole 
name  is  John* 

a.  Who  have  heretofore  wrote  an  authentic  hiftori- 
cal  acccoum  of  Chrift,  as  the  eternal  Word  of  God  [™ 
r v  e«)  who  it  God  and  was  madefiejb^  and  dwelt 
among  us  :  (John  i*  i.  14,)  and  have  bore  witnefs  to 
him  under  divine  infpiration,  as  the  only  true  Mcffiah,- 
and  to  the  fubftance  of  all  the  doftrines  which  he  taught, 
and  the  miracles  which  1  faw  him  perform  to  confirm 
them  ;  and  (hall  now  faithfully  relate  the  further  reve* 

1  at  ions,  which  he  has  made  to  me. 


3  Blef&d/jhe  3.  Happy  is  the  man,  who  diligently  reads  and  con- 
*nd  chie*tb«  ®<*ers *  “4  happier  ftill  are  they,  that  attend  to,  receive 
btw  the  words  and  under ffand  the  defign  and  meaning  of  the  impor- 
of  tfaikDropU-  taut  things  pointed  out  in  the  prophecy,  which  I  am  a* 
«y,  ^  .  (cep  boat  to  deliver,  and  that  obferve  and  compare  the  pre- 

winch  am  writ-  di&ions  therein  written,  and  the  events  of  providence, 
icn therein  s  for  anfwerablc  to  them,  and  bear  them  upon4  their  minds, 
th*  tiui£  is  u  and  lay  them  to  heart,  with  in  humble  and  holy  tem* 

.  per  and  deportment  correfpondcnt  to  them.  For  the 
time,  in  which  ionic  of  them  muft  begin  to  be  accom¬ 
pli  (bed,  draws  on  apace ;  and,  in  coniparifon  with  the 
cndlefs  eternity  that  will  follow,  it  cannot  be  long,  be¬ 
fore  they  (hall  all  be  as  certainly  fulfilled,  as  if  they 
were  inftantly  to  come  to  pafs. 


*  tn  4.  *VT  OW,  according  to  the  revelation,  and  com- 

J  (briixhe*1  1^1  miffion  to  write  it,  which  Jefus  Chrift  fignifi- 
vrWtch  are  in  a*  ^  ro  me  by  his  angel,  1  John,  fend  the  firft  part  of  it 
fi4*  Crate  Amo-  jn  the  following  epi  files  from  him  \  one  to  each  of  the 

ftvcn  prin^]pa|  churches,  that  arc  planted  in  the  bffcr 
as,  and  which  Alia*  May  the  divme  favour,  and  its  laving  erect  a 
and  which  and  mamfeftations  in  a  fpecial  work  of  grace  in  your 
h  to  c«me;  and  fGU]s  -  and  may  a  fenfe  of  the  free  favour,  together 

fpirtis  *  which  manner  of  happinefs,  temporal,  and  cfpccially 

before  hu  fpi ritual  unto  eternal  life,  abound  towards  all  and  eve* 
tin-use;  ry  one  of  you  from  God  the  Father,  who,  under  the 

notion  of  deity  and  chara£ter  of  which  he  fuftains  in 

'  the 
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f  And  from 
Jefu4  Chrlttw^ 
is*  the  faithful' 
witncfs^  attJ  the 
fir  ft- begotten  «f 

the  dcaJ*  xod 
%ht  pnace  of  the 
king*  of  the 
eitrib^  IFuiohirn 
that  loved  us, 
tn4  wiJhed  qi 
from  onr  fins  in 
his  own  Ulaod, 

.  -  i  " 


the  fcheme  of  prpriden.ee  and  falvaiioo,  *  is  to  he  con* 
fide  red  u  from  everlafting  to  everlafting  God,  (pf.  xc. 
a.)  invariably  and  unchangeably  the  lame  in  his  be¬ 
ing  arid  perfections,  counfels  and  defigns,  and  ever  has 
been,  ip,  and  will  be  the.  fame  in  his  love  and-  care  of 
bis  people  i  and  from,  the  divipe  Spirit,  who  is  the  £>• 
vereign  author  of  all  fpiritual  gifts  and  graces,  and  of 
every  di verfity  of  hif  fuper  natural  operations j  (i  Cor. 
xii.  4.  j — 11.)  which  for  the  variety  and  perfection  of 

them,  and  with  a  reference- to  the  icy en  churches,  may 
be  called  fcyen^  under  the  denomination  of  Ipirits,  as 
that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit  is  (pint j  John  Hi.  A. 
a  fid  whoos  ever  prefent  with  the  Father,  as  before  bis 
throne,  ready  to  execute,  his  will  in  every  thing,  and 

particularly  in  what  relate^  to.  the  fafiety  and  welfare  of 
.the  church  t 

+  ___  * 

5.  <S.  And  may  all  thefe  bleflings  be  multiplied  to 

you  from  Jefus  Chrift,  through  his  mediation  and  me* 
rit,  who,  as  a  prophet,  bears  a  faithful  tellimony  to  hi; 
Father’s  mind  and  will,  and  to  his  own  character,  as 
the  Son  of  God  and  the  trqe  Mefliah ;  and  whq  as  a 
prieft,  haviog  offered  up  fciiufrif  a  facrifice  for  fin,  was 
in  tpken  of  his  acceptance  ratted  from  the.  dead,  as  the 
head  of  his  body,  the  church,  and  as.  the  very  firft  that 
ever  rote  to  immortal  life,  and -that  .as  the  pattern,  pledge 
and  firft  fruits  of  their  rcfu.rreftion  to  it  after  him  ■,  (fee 
Col.  i.  1  IS.  and  the  pole  on  i  Cor.  xv.  ?o  )  and,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this,  he,  as  the  due  reward  of  his  atoning 
death,  was  exalted  to  his  throne  of  glory,  with  an  all 
fulnefs  of  authority  and  dominion,  as  iting  tf  kings  and 
ford  of  lords,  (chap.  xix.  1 6.)  and  the  head  of  all  prin* 
pipalities-and  powers  on  earth,  as  well  as  in  heaycn,  for 

the 

T  E.  . 

'he' and  rhe  $0 n  and  Spirit  are  reprefen* 
J  m  fuftalfting  tbetr  rcfpe€tjyc  parts 
in  all  ffifpejifations*  particularly  rda- 
.ting  tp  the  church ;  for,  in  tlm  occomh 
my,  (jad  the  Father  U  to  be  cpofidtretl 
a*  mi  a in  tat  nlng  the  prerogatives  of  deity, 
and  the  $q  A^pdSpnru  as  either 

*  fro  jit.  him*  nr  .towards  him  :  according- 

Omega,  the  }y,  in  the  clofc  of  this  verft,  the  Spirit 


O 

?  //»  and  TDfij,  and  h  fo  csmtt 

cannot,  1  think,  he  ceufidertd  as  a  per- 

character  of  pod.  fbe 
Father,  merely  a$  the  Father,  to  the 
excluGou  of  the  Son  and  Spirit;  .  be- 
whaf  is  pearly  equivalent  to  this, 
psd  arpptari  tube  full  ^  much  perianal. 


heginniiiff  and  th$  ending,  the  firft  and 
the  lait,  yer.  3.  l  t»  J7*  aud  chap,  xxii, 
1 3'  ajid  perhaps  In  cLap*  xxj*  fa*  (Sue  if 
h  be.  there  ijuderftoodof  the  Father,  it 
iheiv*  that  th$ .  ^ery  .fame  diVirie  cha¬ 
ndlers  .qro  {ter fcaatly  applied  to  both* 

(fee  the  note  feWmi  ver,  &•)*'? at  Ac 

! j?+  and  and  is  is  a 

ftfrtcrifirioji  of  the  divine  nature/  very 

T^Kffy  f®  tile  Father,  when 

f  i  1  1.  '  1  1  ,  1# 


h  repfeleitted  as  before  fhe'  throne.  to 
i?& front  jbr  b'afber  toward  the  church; 
anij  in  the  following  verfes,  >l}c,  Son  is 
represented  as  a&ing  toward  the  Fa¬ 
tter  fiir  the  ebuveh  In  h*4  prieftly  of¬ 
fice;  as'ji'oTI  a*  from' the  Father  toward 
Ibdtvfofi  in  *hU  prophetic  and  kingly 
offices  ;  aiid  be  is  nc^tjoned  laltP  be* 
canle  the  apolilc  deJIgactL  to  enlarge 
upon  hJj  ajiaractci*  /  ' 


Ct)*  j* 


.6  And  bath 
made  u*  tings 
and  pri^l*  unto 
Ood  ftqd  bis  Ft- 
thereto  htoi  bt 
gl'»7  and  domi¬ 
nion  j'or  ever 
and  tv  a*.  A- 
raen. 


7  he 

comet  h  with 

b  ■  i 

cloud*,  and  e- 

yery  eye  fbsJl 

fp®  him,  and 
thcj  alfo  which 
jiicrtcd  him : 
and  ail  kindred 
of  the  earth 
Jhiii  well  he* 
c  a  rife  of  him; 
iyeij  fo,  Amen. 


r  ela  t  i  o ■»  partfyhflfid.  «« 

the  prefermukiq  and  government  6f:ftis  people,  and  for 
irft raining-  and  fubduing  all  hi*  and  incir  enemies! 
(£phi  and  Phil,  it.  8 — i*j)  unto  him  who 

bas  freely  bvtd  us,  And  given  bitnfefffSr  us,  an  offering 
and -a  jaitffierta  Q^dfor  a'faeet  /melting  favour,  (Epn. 
y..2,)\and  has  deaqfed  us  from  the. guilt  and  power  o£ 
our  Jins  bj  So  .feffcfi^Ml.appIScatiqn  of  the  virtue  of  his 
own  precious  blood,  which  he  fhed  for. the  remiflion  of 

them.' and  for  redeeming  us  from  »U  iniquity  j  (Matth. 
xivit  all.  and  'll!,  ii.  14.)  and  has  advanced  us,  in  oar 
relation  to  God,  even  his  Father  and  our  Father  in  him 
to  the  high,  honour  of  kings*  or  princes  in  a  fpiritual 
fenfe.  that  bold  our  dignities  under -him,  in  an  intire 
dependence  qo  him/and  that  have  power  to  prevail  with 
God  in  prayer,  (Gen-  xxzii.  28.)  and  are  heirs  of  the 
kingdom  ofgjory,  (Jam.  ii.  .5.)  and  enabled  to  govern 
our  own  fpirits,  and  to  overcome  tin,  Satan  and  the 
world  ;  and  are  fanfiiikd  to  his  fervice,  as  priefts,  that 
have  near  accefB  to  God,  and  .offer  up  fpiritual  faertfi- 
ccs  acceptable  to  him  by  Jefus  Chrill,  (t  Pet.  ii.  5.) 
u  mot  his  biefled,  lovely  and  joying  Jefus,  who  is  de- 
vinely  glorious  in  hiirifelf  and  in  bis  office,  be  afcribcff 
•ail  ppffible  honour,  and  be  paid  all  fojeiwn  acknowledge^ 
meats  of  his  fovereign.  and  untverfal  dominion,  from 
henceforth  to  a}l  eternity,  Amen,  fq  be  it,  and  fo  it  (hall 
be, 

■  _ 

7*  ObfcrTc^for  your  encouragement  the  happy  ifliie 

of  all  the 'following  prophecies,  to  ^put  an  end  to  cbt 
afflicted  (late  of  the  churchy  and  com  pleat  their  fal  rati¬ 
on,  ;and  to  power  eon fu Rod  upon  all  theit  enemies* 
the  Lord  jefus  will  quickly  appear  with  awful  majeftj 
to  judge  the  world  at  his  fecond  coming*  which  will  bfe 
like  the  God  who  make?  the  clouds  his  chariot*  (Pf* 
civ.  3  )  in  Hluflrious  clogtts  of  hcaveo*  with  power  and 
gi£at  glory,  am  id  (l  furrounding  angels*  according  to 
his  oviij  and  ancient  prediction*.  (Dan.  vli*  73.  and 
Matth.  xxiv.  30.  31,)  And  that  appearance  in  human 
nature  will  Ije  fo  open  .and  vifible,  and  fo  attempered 
by  the  clouds  to  mitigate  the  hrightelt  rays  of  his  divine 
glory,  and  accommodate  them  to  corporal  light,  that  all 
mankind  ftp!l  fee  him  with  their  bodily  eyes;  and  they 
particularly*  that  joined  in  his  crucifixion,  (Zcch.  xii. 
jo  )  and  never  afterwards  looked  byfrith  to  him,  with 
penitent  farrow,  for  the  resnifijon  of  ri^elr  fins,fttaH  be* 
pold  him  with  terror  and  anguifli  of  hearf  for  haring 
flefprfcd  and  rqeClcd  him :  and  not  only  the  tribes  of 
lfracl,  but  all  per  fee  u  ring  powers,  and  people  of  all  na~ 
fjons  of  the  earth  that  rtpuio  in  jmpenitepce  and  un- 

Wie& 
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The  Ritelation  paraphrased . 


Ch.i. 


0  T  am  Alpha 
and  Omega,  the 

beginning  and 

the  ending  faith 
the  Lord,  which 
n,  and  which 
ind  which 
i*  to  come,  the 
Almighty. 


belief,  (hall  bitterly  lament  their  miferahle  cafe,  becaufe 
of  his  coning  to  caJl  them  tp  a  ftrift  and  feme  ac¬ 
count  for  all  that  they  have  laid -and  done  again  ft  him, 
Even  fo  it  certainly  (nail  be ;  and  all  who  now  by  faith 
look  for  it,  and  mall  then  be  joyful  fpe&ators  of  it, 
cannot  but  confent  to,  and  approve  of  it,  as  righteous, 
laying,  with  folemn  applaufe,  A  nun.  (chap.  xti.  7.  and 

xix.  1.  2.) 

8.  To  add  the  greater  weight  to  thefe  things,  for  the 
terror  of  his  enemies,  and  the  fopport-and  comfort  of 

true  believers,  he,  who  is  to  come  in  all  this  m  a  jelly 
and  glory,  fa  id  of  himfelf,  (ver.  n.  17.  and  chap.  xrii. 

13.  13.)  *  I  am  from  eternity  to  eternity,  am  alfo  the 
author  and  finifher  of  the  works  of  providence  and 
grace,  and  of  this  revelation  concerning  many  of  them, 
and  will  accordingly  accompli (h  them  in  their  order 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end \  and  fo  may  be  fitly 
reprefented  by  the  fir  ft  and  laft  letters  of  the  Greek  al¬ 
phabet,  which  are  Alpha  and  Omega ;  and  be  who  faid 
thefe  things,  affirmed  of  himfelf  that  he,  in  his  divine 
nature  and  perfections,  is  the  Lord  God  Almighty,  (fee 
1&.  ix.  6.) 

9.  To  proceed  then  to  the  firft  part  -of  the  revelati¬ 

on  made  to  me.  I  John  the  evangelift,  and  apoftle, 
who  am  alfo  your  brother  in  the- -faith,  and  in  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  God;  and  am  a  fellow  fufferer  with  all  thofe 
that  are  or  ever  ffial!  be  perfecuted  for  the  lake  of  Chrift, 
and  an  heir  with  them  of  all  the  blcflings  of  fats  king¬ 
dom  of  grace  and  glory,  and  am  called  and  enabled 
with  them,  through  his  ftrengtbe Dings,  to  exereife  all 
humble  fubmiffion,  re  fi  gnat  ion  and  patience  in  fuller- 
ings  for  him,  and  quiet  watting  for  his  glorious  king¬ 
dom  ;  1  was  hanilhed  by  the  emperor  Domitian  to  a 
confinement  in  the  mountaneous  illand  of  Fatmos, mere¬ 
ly  for  my  adherence  to  Chrift,  and  faithfully  preaching 
his  gofpel,whoferame  is  called  the  Word  of  God,  (chap* 
xix.  13.)  and  for  the  witnefs  I  bore  to  the  truth  and  im¬ 
portance  of  the  things  that  I  had  foen  and  heard  from 
him.  (ver.  ?.)  ■  ■ 

10.  During 

■NOTE. 

■  At  CL  lift  is  the  pcrfoii  laft  mentt*  Father,  and  fo  may  be  cojifidcred  at  a 
ored,  ai  id  15  repreft  nrrd  a«  the  reveal-  description  of  the  (kmc  df?iY,  whenever 
er  bfthefc  fhtn^i  to  lihfcrvant  Jnfan,  It  is  applied  to  either  of  tliem,  not  to 
(ver  i-J  Co  it  plainly  appear*  by  the  pa-  difHnffnifli  one  from  the  other  of  the 
rallcl  places  refevred  u>  in  the  pare-  adnr*bl^pt*fons  °f  tjho  trinity,  a*  fnclip 
plirifg!  tJitt  thefe  Utica  arc  afvnbrii  to  but  to dtftingnifh  the  Divine £e'ni^  from 
and  as  the  Father  was  deforibed  wll  that  are  not  by'  n&Tuvo  God, «  it  ie 
‘by  lIlfcrliarflftmtVcT  4*  the  note  nfed  for  that  pur  pole  in  a  description 
Ahcrt)  k  gives  oi  a  llroiig  attcfcitton  to  of  God  pbfoluuly,  u  fuchj  lfa*  4* 
the  true  and  proper  divinity  of  tl:c  Son  and  JtiviiL 
>F  God,  a*  the  fame  iu  ci&ute  with  the 


9  I  John, who 

alfo  aca  your 
brother,  end 

companlufi  m 
tribulations and 
In  the  kingdom 
end  patience  of 
JefilsOi  ri  It,  tret 

an  tbeifle  that 
it  called  Pat¬ 
ino*  for  the 
word  of  God, 
and  for  the  tef- 
Union y  of  Jtfuji 
CfcrtlU 


Ch.t. 

10]  ^uin  ttc 
spirit  on  th« 
dajt  and 
]ic<4ftl  bcJiiud 
Dtc  k  foitc 

oi  a.  truukr 

f*h 


TSe-'K  emulation  parapirafed. 


loj 


rr  faying  I 
am  Alpha  and 
Jtacgti  the  firft 
aud  the  laft  t 
aud*What  thou, 
fci'ft,  write  in  a 
bnofc  and  fend 
/*  onto  jthc  fa¬ 
yed 

wbtcb  arein  A* 
fiA ;  vnto  f£phc- 
in  a,  and  unco 
6ihyrna,andnU4 

Jo  Perj^mos, 
aud  auto  Thy- 

atiia»  &Vk1  unto 
&in]is>  and 
jo  Phihs.*  -Iphia* 
acduiuo  Laodl* 
cm* 


Ji  And  V  tur¬ 
ned  lo  iVe  the 
vnic<  that  ipake 

^'ith  mp*  And 
Jttiiijt  .qirp&J  j  i 
ft  v  Avon  gold* 
cDpandlctidll 


IO.  During  this  ft  ate  of  exile,  on  a  certain  firft  day 
of  tfae  week,  which  is  commonly  (filed,  by  way  of  e- 
minencr,  the  Lord’s  Day,  for  like  reafon  as  the.mftitu- 
ted  memorlah  of  his  death  is  called  the  .Lord’s  Supper, 
(t  Cor.  si.  20.)  and  which,  according  to  the  umverbl 
practice  of  gofpe I -churches,  1  obferved  in  commemora¬ 
tion  of  bis  reftfrreflioti  from  the  dead,  as  a  holy  day  to 
him,  (fee  the  notes  on  John  n.  ad.  Acis  xx.  6,  and 
Col.  ii.:  1 6.)  1  was  on  that  day  in  a  fpiritual  frame,  and 
employed  in  religious  -meditations  and  exerctfes;  and, 
while  I  was  lb,  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  came  upon  me, 
j(as  it  formerly  had  done  orr  antient  prophets)  and  re¬ 
vealed  the  following  things  to  me ;  which  were  intro¬ 
duced  fay  my  being  alarmed  with  the  hearing  of  an  ex¬ 
ceeding  loud  articulate  voice  behind  me,  like  tlieiUong 
and  foiemn  found  of  a  trumpet,  Arch  as- was  beard  nt 
the  giving  of  the  law  on  Mount  Sinai.  Exod.  xix.  ifi. 

if.  The  voice  which  1  perfectly  anddiftindtly  beard 
and  under  flood,  laid  to  me,  I,  that  Jefus,  for  whofo 
fake' you  are  banifhed  to  the  ille  Patinas,  am  he,  who 
called  myfelf,  {ver,  8.  See  the  note  there)  and  now  re¬ 
peat  it,  the  more  deeply  to  imprefs  you  with  a  folemn 
reverence  of  me,, and  regard  to  my  words,  even  l  am 
Jlpba  and  Omega,  the  author  and  iiniftier  of  all  things, 
relating  to  the  world  and  the  church  from  the  begin - 
tng  of  the  creation  to  the  end  of  ages.  And  he  then 
ftriflly  charged  me, 'faying,  Take  care  that  you  faith¬ 
fully,  record  in  a  book  the  things  which  I  am  making 
known  in  yifion  to  you  for  the  inftru&ion  and  admo¬ 
nition  of  the  uni  vena)  church  ;  and  fend  fuch  particu¬ 
lars  of  it,  in  my  name,  to  the  feven  molt  noted  chur¬ 
ches  of  Alia,  as  belong  to  them  refpe&ively,  and  they 
are  iroft  immediately  concerned  in,  namely  to  the 
jchurches  Wbidr  are  feated  at  the  following  cities  j  to 
that  ai  Ephefur,  and  that  at  Smyrna,  and  tbat  at  Per- 
gamo*i  3 od  that  at'Thyatira,  and  that  at  Sardis,  aud 
that  at  Philadelphia,  and  that  at  Laodicea. 

I2>  And  thereupon  )  turned  myfelf  about  with  eager 
defire  to  fee  from  whence  this  awful  voice  proceeded, 
which  di retied  itfelf  to  me,  and  having  fet  my  face 
that ’way,  ji  had  a  clear  ftipernaturai  vifionof  a  candle- 
flic  of-  pure  gold,  which  may  be  fpoken  of  in  the  plu¬ 
ral  number,  as  cotiliftiitg  of  feven  branches  to  hold  fe- 
Vert  lamps,  apfwcrajjlc  to  the  number  of  the  ehorches, 
torwhich  I  was  ordered  to  write,  and  like  the  (even 
T) ranches  that  were  made  by  divine  appointment,-  and 
pi  iced  in  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord,  (Iixnd.  xxv.  31* 
3J.)  and  may  be  cprtGdcfcd  as  emblematical  of  the 
f  light 
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i)  And  fa  tli* 
totdft  or  the  ft- 
vtncaadlcftkkl 
#ji^ltkenntorb« 
Son  of  mas.  clo¬ 
thed  with  a  gar¬ 
ment  down  to 
rbe  foot,  ant) 
girt  about  the 
f>apjwkh  a  gold- 
id  girdle* 


14  Hit  bead 
and  bis  hairs 
Vtitre  white  like 
end,  na  white 
m  fnow;  and  liit 
cy«  -ptrr  at  a 
Vuw  bffre; 


1$  And  his 
feet-  like  1  unto 

five  brafr*ss  If 

they  btaracd  fa 
•  fur  nice  [  and 
bvTokc  aa  the 
found  of  many 
Wajerfr 


The  Ritui  tion  paraphnafed.-  Ch. 

light  of  dofhinei  holinds  and  comfort,  which  the 
churches  receive  from  Cbrift,  and  hold  forth  to  the 
world,  as  they  are  all  one  in  him, 

13.  And  as  the  Jehovah  of  Ifracl  dwelt  to  .that  holy 
houic,  and  the  prieft  ufed  to  (land  in  the  mid (l  of  the 
branches  when  ne  lighted  the  lamps,  and  particularly 
the  middle  one,  which  went  right  up  from  the  (haft  a- 
mong  them,  (Numb.  riii.  2.  3-  fee  Ainf worth  there)  fo 
1  plainly  beheld,  in  the  mid  ft  of  tbefe  emblematical 
candleftics,  a  divinely  glorious  perfon  ip  the  form  of  an 
illuftrious  man,.  which  left  me  tinder  no  manner  of  doubt 
but  that  it  was  the  Mcffiah,  who  was  propbelted  of;  and 
frequently  (poke  of  himfelf,  as  tit  Sen  ef  Jlfuji.  He 
appeared  to  me  as  clothed  with  a  magnificent,  rich  and 
fplendid  tobe,  like  unto,  though  of  Incomparably  great¬ 
er  luftre  than  -that  of  the  Jewilh  high -prieft  ;  a  gar¬ 
ment  which  covered  him  all  over  down  to  his  feet,  and 
was  a  fit  emblem  of  bis  prieftly  robe  of  glorious  and 
per  feci  righteoufnefe,  which  covers  him,  and  all  his 
members,  even. down  to  the  lowed  and  meaneftof  them ; 
aqd  to  fhew  bow  near  the  concerns  of  his  church  lie  to 
his  heart,  and  haw  ready  be  is,  to  difeharge  his  prieflly 
office  on  their  behalf,  he  appeared  as-girded  about  his 
breaft  wtth  a  golden 'girdle  of  ineftimable  worth  and 
beauty,  far  furpaffirig  the  curious  andcoftly  girdle  of  the 
higfi-prieft’s  ephod,  (Exod.  axxix.  5.)  with  which  he  u- 
fed  to  gird  him  (elf  over  his  breaft. 

14.  The  appearance  of  his  peifim  alio  was  tranfeend- 
ently  majeftic  and  glorious,  like. that  of  the  Antient  of 
Days,  as  reprefented  in  vifioo  tp  the  prophet  Daniel, 
(Chap.  vii.'9,j  His  head  and  his  hair  upon  it  (hone 

like  the  Shecbinab  of  old,  which  was  always  an  em¬ 
blem  of  the  divine  tnajefty  and  glory »  and  bis  hairs 
appeared  like  a  venerable  down,  a&  pure  and  clean  as 
the  fined  wafhed  wool,  and  fhining  with  a  luftre  as 
dazzling  as  the  whited  foow ;  and  his  eyes  fparkled, 
and  as  it  were  Attained  out  with  .light  as  piercing  and 
awful*  as  the  brighte ft.  flame  of  a  'ftrong  and  clear  fire  \ 
a  lively  emblem  of  his  penetrating  wifdom,  knowledge, 
and  influence  to  difbover  the  fecrets  of  all  beard,  and 
ro  purify  and  refine  them,  or  elfc  to  confume  them,  as 
the  hotted  fire  doth,  the  materials  that  are  capable  of 
being  aflcd  upon  by  it* 

J  5,  And  his  feetfeemed  to  be,  for  ftrength  and  ftea- 
dinefs,  purity  and  beauty  in  all  bk  ways  and  difpenfa- 
tions,  to  the  joy  of  the  Cunts,.an<i  terror  of  his  enemies, 
like  folid  pillars  of  hurmfhed; metal  that  had  been  tbo* 

roughly  melted  and  refined,  and  appeared  a«  red  hot  as 

though 


Ch.  (. 


td  Aodbehtd 
inhls  right  bifid 
ftfTtn  (Ur?  :«wl 
out  ofin  smooth 
wttxt  si  Iharp 
tva  edvrdfwurd 
and  hitcnmten- 
an«  ms  as  the 
Jon  (hiDcth  ia 
hi*  ftreogth. 


1 7  Airfwlmr 
1  fa v  hhn*  1  fcH 

at  hi!  fret  u 
dead;  ind  1m 
laid  hti  right 
haul  npon  me> 
flying  onto  me. 
Fear  not;  1  am 
the  Celt  and  the 
UiU 
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though  it  were  flit!  burning  ia  a  fiery  furnace ;  And 
hts  voice,  according  to  the  language  of  has  word  and 
providence*  was  as  loud  and  thundering,  dreadful  and 
a  ft  on  i  thing  tothe  wicked^  as  the  roaring  of  the  fi£a^  . 
when  ks  huge  collegian  of  waters  are  thrown  into  the 
moft  violent  coounotkm  by  a  florin* 

16.  And,  to'  add  frill  further  to  the*  majtfty  and 
grandeur  of  his  appearance,  as  alfo  to  (hew  his  effec¬ 
tual  care  of  his  faithful  fervants,  he  was  rep  re  fen  ted  to 
me  as  holding  in  his  right  hand*  the  emblem  of  favour 
and  power  for  prefermion  and  guidance,  ieven  liars, 
that  were  upheld  and  enlightened  by  him,  to  be  the 
mini  fieri  al  and  fubordtnate  lights  of  their  rcfpe£Uve 
fertn  churches  in  Afia  ;  Which  is  Iikewife  applicable 
to  all  fuccecding  pallors,  as  he  has  promifed  to  bewirti 
them  always*  even  to  the  end  o£  the  world.  (Mattb* 
xrvrii*  30.)  And  there  feerrsed  to  iffue  out  of  bis  month 
a  fharp  fword  of  two  edges  which  cut  on  both  (idea  ;  a 
proper  emblem  of  the  power  of  both  his  law  and  gofpd  , 
of  the  juftice  of  hi$  government  and  the  efficacy  of  his 
word,  asjproceedmg  from  his  mouth*  for  cutting  fmners 
to  the  heart,  and  cutting  off  all  fuperfluky  of  uaughti- 
nets  from  believers,'  and  for  cutting  down  his  impla¬ 
cable enemies*  And  as  to  ttfe  light  of  his  countenance 
jt  was  as  bright  and  dazzling,  audits  ferules  were  aa 
cheering  and  reviving  as  the  fun  in  the  firmament, 
when  it  (bines  in  its  full  ftrength  with  unclouded  beams 
aft  noon -day,  Kite  his  appearance  on  the  mouot  of 
transfijpiration*  (Matth*  xvii*  2.)  and  fukable  to  his 
character,  as  the  Sun  of  Righteoufiiefs,  that  rifes  with 
healing  under  his  wings  (Ma)acb*  iv*  2*) 

17*  A  fief  when  in  mf  Vifion  1  beheld  this  awful  and 
gTdrious  appearance  of  the  Lord  Jefns,  1  was  fo  furpri- 
fed  and  overwhelmed  at  it,  under  a  confcioufnefs  of  my 
own  guilt  and  unworthinefs,  that  all  the  powers  of  ani¬ 
mal  nature  failed;  and  1,  like  one  in  a  fwoorr,  fell 
p  roll  rate  at  his  feet  ready  to  expire.  He  then,  know¬ 
ing,  and  havirig  companion  on  my  Infirmity,  feemed 
to  fir  etch  forth  his  right  hand,  the  emblem  of  his  gra^ 
cious  and  almighty  power  to  revive,  and  raifed  me  up; 
arid  hid,  to  encourage  and  comfort  me,  as  the  angel 
did  to  Daniel,  (chap,  x.  ro— 12.)  Do  not  give  way  to 
diftrefling  fear,  as  though  1  meant  any  ill  to  you,  or  to 
my  church  and  people  !  No,  I,  the  divine  Saviour,  2151 
unchangeably  the  fame  in  tnyfelf,  in  my  office,  and  in 
my  love  and  care,  as  I  evor  have  been ;  and  as  1  have 
begun,  fo  [  wifi  perfeft  a!i  that  concerns  both  you  and 
them*  and  all  difpcnnitions  relating  to  them* 

18*  I 
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i8  Jjflvhe  that 
Iiveth,  nod  Vtfi 
dead-;  and  be* 
hold*  I  am  alive 
for  evermore*  A- 
man.;  ami  have 
the  key*  of  hell 
and  of  death. 
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19  Write  the 

things  which 
thou  haft  Teen, 
and  the  thtn£* 
which  are,  and 
th  et  Lings  which 
iha]|  be  hereof* 
ter. 


JO  The  my- 
ft  cry  of  the  It* 
ven  jlarswhlch 
thau  -faweft  in 
my  right  hand, 
and  the  feven 
jzoldea  candle- 

ftickt-  The  fe- 
Y  en  ftanare  the 
angels  nfthcfc- 
vtu  rhindtes: 
nod  the  fwen 
Oamlloititb 


eft,  are  the  fe* 
veit  church*  *. 


18,  I  am  the  great  and  only  mediator,  Sr  bo  ever 
Jives,  as  the  living  One  in  my  divine  nature/ 
to  lecure  the  interclU  of  my  church*  and  was  once  put 
to  death  in  my  human  nature/  to  malce  reconciliation 
with  God  by  my  atoning  facriflce  for  them  ;  but  ob- 
ferve  with  faith*  hope,  delight  and  holy  confidence  in 
me*  that  I  am  now  rifen,  and  Jive  for  ever  in  the  na¬ 
ture  which  died*  as  their  high  prieftsmd  righteous  ad¬ 
vocate,  and  as  their  Lord  and  King)  this  is  ratified  tit 
heaven,  and  you  ought  to  fay,  Amm*  And  tofatisfy 
you  that  all  fhall  end  in  the  g  re  ate  ft  happinefa  of  my 
people,  I  further  allure  you,  that,  in  conference*  of 
my  death  and  refurre£Uon,  I  have  the  power  of  death 
and  of  the  iimfible  world,  to  fave  or  deftroy  the  font* 
of  them  that  are  in  a  feparate  ftate,  and  to  raife  their 
dead  bodies  from  thc  grave,  like  one  who  has  the  keys* 
which  are  an  emblem  of  right  and  power,  (Ifii.  ntii* 
22.)  for  unlocking  their  doors,  and  for  opening  or 
fhuttiog  the  gate  of  heaven,,  to  admit  thofe  into  it  that 
die  in  the  Lord*  and  to  exclude  tbofe  from  it  that  die 
in  their  fins,  and  frut  them  up  with  the  devil  and  hb 
angels. 

.  1 9.  He  then  repeated  his  charge  to  me,  (ver*  v  1 ) 
faying.  Write  all  th'efe  things  down,  which  you  have 
fecn  exhibited  in  this  vilion,  that  they  mqy  be  prefer ved 
for  the  inftru&ionof  the  prefen  t  and  future  generations, 
and  record  the  things  which  ate  further  to  be  revealed 
to  you,  relating  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  church  5  as 
alfo  the  things  which  frail  certainly  come  to  pals,  in 
their  proper  feries,  from  age  to  age,  tifl  time  frail  be 
no  more. 

20.  Now,  to  explain  two  of  the  principal  emblems 
that  you  have  feen  in  this  vifion,  The  covert  meaning 
.  of  the  figurative  re  prefen  tat  ions,  which  have  been  made 
of  the  feven  liars  that  were  held  in  my  right  hand,  and 
of  the  feven  branches  of  the  golden  candltftic,  is  this. 
By  the  feven  ftars,  are  fig  mired  my  feven  melfengcrs, 
(«r> rxh)  or  embafrtdors  to,  or  pallors  of  the  feven 
churches,  who  have  the  honour  of  being  fet  over  them 
in  the  Lord,  and,  who  as  ftars>  which  1  have  lighted 
up  and  taken  into  my  favour  and  protection,  are  to 
flune  like  angels,  in  the  purity  of  theix  doftrine,  and 
_ho]inefs  of  their  lives,  for  the  direfUon  of  thofe  that  are 
committed  to  their  charge :  And  by  the  feven  branches 
of  the  candleflic  are  molt  immediately  meant  the  feven 
churches  of  Alia  themfelvcs,  and,  by  juft  conftmfiion, 
all  other  churches,  (bat  are,  or  may  be  in  like  circum* 

ftancei. 
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fiances,  and  are  united  together  under  me,  as  their 
head,  in  one  body,  even  as  the  branches  of  the  candle* 
flic  in  the  tabernacle  were  in  one  item,  that  they,  bf 
my  minifiring  femurs  in  future  times,  as  well  as  in . 
the  preterit  age,  may  be-  enlightened  with  .the  know¬ 
ledge  of  falvStipn,  and  may  hold  forth  the  word  of  life 
in  their  holy  profit  (Hon,  worfhip,  dHcipUue,  ■  foundneb 
of  faith,  and.  moral  converfation  to  all  around  them. 
(Phil,  ii  id. 

i 

d 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

J 

How  worthy  is  every  revelation  which  drift  has  made  from  God  the  Father; 
of  our  ferious  bumble  ftudy,  and  religious  regard !.  And  how  happy  is  it  to  un- 
dcritand  and  embrace  it  as  a  certain  truths  which  (hall  have  its  accompUibrnent' 
induefeafon  !  The  records  of  it  lie  .'in  the  word  of  God,  and  axe  frith  folly 
handed  down  toils  for  our  benefit  ,  as  delivered  by  his  itifpired  fervanta*— All 
fincere  minifters  of  thegofpet,  who  act  ordinarily  moft  fpiritnal,  whillt  engn* 
ged  in  a  religions  obfervatfon  of  the  Lord*!  day,  heartily  with  and  pray  for  all 
tlitbldlrngs  of  grace  1  with  the  beft  of  every  kind  of  profperity*  from  the  Father, 
Son*  and  Spirit*  to  all  the  churches  of  the  faints,— How  auguft  and  endearing 
is  the  charafler  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who,  in  his  divine  being  and  excelleo* 
rirs  is  eternally  the  Living- One,  and  is  the  author  and  finifher  of  all  difpe  na¬ 
tions  of  providence  and  gtface  !  and  who,  in  the  ^reatnefs  of  his  love,  died*  as 
man*;  to  fare  hU  people  from  their  fins,  andiarilen  from  the  dead,  to  make 
them,  kings  and  priefts  to  God,  his  Father,  ami  as  a  pledge  of  their  riling  to  e- 
etvmat  life  after  him,  when  they  fliail  behold  him  in  all  his  glory  !  But*  alas ! 
for  linn  era,  that  r*jeil  him,  With  what  terror  will  they  fee  him  at  bis  fetond 
coming  ?  They  will  lament  and  wail  for  ail  thdr  negledts  of  him*  and  for  all  that 
they  have  done  again  ft  him*  In  the  mean  while*  the  church  of  Chrift  muft  ex* 
ped  to  meet  with  various  troubles,  as  their  common  lot,  for  the  trial  of  their 
faith  and  patience  :  tint  O  what  rich  encouragement  have  they  to  bear  them 
with  calm  fubmiiTion  and  compofrre,  when  they  think  of  the  magnificent  re- 
Frcfentaticm,  which  Chrift  made  of  himfdfto  his  fervant  John,  as  onimfcient 
and  almighty,  as  walking  in  his  churches  to  take  care  of  thefaithfo)  among  them, 
as  enlightening  and  afitfting  their  pallors,  and  as  fighting  againft  his  and  their 
enemies  with  the  fword  of  his  mouth,  till- he  fhaTl  utterly  deftmy  them  I  And 
what  a  comfort  is  it  to  true  believers  to  be  affured*  that  he  who  died  to  re¬ 
deem  them  to  God  by  his  blood,  is  now  alive,  and  Hvrt  eternally,  with  all  power 
in  his  hands*  to  apply  the  fruits  of  his  redemption,  and  to  order  the  i flues  of 
life  and  death,  and  the  invifible  Gate,  to  their  joy,  and  the  confufion  of  the 
wicked  and  ungodly  1  To  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever*  Amen, 
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The  Apefilt,  -according  to  Chrifi  '1  command,  fends  epifilet  infcribed  to 
tbepaflors  of  the  churches  in  Afia,  with  prophetic  warnings  and 
encouragements t  fui table  to  their  then  prefrkt  fiats?  ( in  which  feme 
things  are  commended,  and  others  reproved)  ■  and  relating  to  what 
they  were  to  expett  in  a  way  of  nterey,  or  of  judge  men  f,  according 
to  their  refpe&live  faithfulnefi,  or  not,  for  ■  time  to  fame,  as  parti¬ 
cularly  the  church  at  Ephefus,  1 — 7.  At  Smyrna,  8 — 11.  At 
Perga  mos,  1 1 — 17.  And  at  Thyacira,  t8  -  29. 


Te  X  T. 


it; 


■ffto  the  All- 

gel  of  the 
t  hurck  of  Ep  be¬ 
fits,  vrite,Tbe(8 
things  faith  he 
tli  it  holdcth  (lit 
Jtvctid.'tn  in  bit 
right  ha  a  J,  who 
walkcth  in  the 
tnidft  of  the  fe* 
Ten  golden 
candLtftlcks* 


t  I  know  thy 
at:d  tliy 
labour,  and  Uiy 


Paraphrase* 

+ 

t.  A  S  the  Lord  Jefua  ordered  me  to  write  to  die  ffc- 
XI  veil  churches  of  Afia  about  things,  which  arc 
already  found  in  them,  and  will  fccm  come  topafs^chap. 
i.  ii.  19,)  and  which  they  are  ihoft  immediately  con¬ 
cerned  in,  I  flrall  begin  with  chat,  which  1  am  enjoined 
to  direct  for  their  life  to  the  paftor  of  the  church  at  E- 
phcfuG,  *  the  Metropolis  of  the  proconfuiar  Afia.  The 
things  contained  herein  are  dictated  by  him*  who  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  vifion  to  me,  (chap.  I.  13.  r6.}  as  holding 
his  feven  Afiatic  mifliftcre,  and,  by  confcquence,  all  o* 
ther  faithful  paftor*,  in  his  right  hand  of  power  and  fa¬ 
vour,  to  uphold,  conduct,  protect  and  take  care  of  them, 
and  to  make  them,  by  his  light  and  influence,  like  (bill¬ 
ing  ftars  in  the  purity  of  their  doctrine, and  holincfs  of 
their  lives:  and  he  appeared  to  intimately  prtfenc 
and  oonveifant  with  his  feven  churches  of  that  province, 
as  reprefented  under  the  emblem  of  feven  golden  cand  fe¬ 
llies,  which  being  a  number  of  perfection,  may  atfo  lie 
fitly  applied  to  afi  Chuftian  churches,  as  the  ohjc£U 
of  his  Ypecial  notice  and  regard,  to  obferve  and  com¬ 
mune  with  them,  to  fupply  them  with  the  01]  of  grace, 
and  trim  their  lamps,  that  they  may  bum  with  the 
brighter  light,  and  to  take  plcafore  in  what  is  good,  and 
correct  what  is  amifs  in  them. 

2.  He  fays  particularly  to  you,  the  pallor,  inclcfive 
of  the  church  at  Ephefus,  lam  acquainted  with,  and 
approve  of  jour  .works  of  rightcoufneft,  and  the  prins 

you 

T 

eluded  in  the  1  uteri  ptfnn  7  and*  perhaps 
one  of  them  was  mud  rrmnem  and  re¬ 
mark  ablcior  giftSr  gracci  and  kAtnritif 
tliottgh  of  thff  fame  order  with  the  reft; 
and  therefore  the  epiftle  was  directed 
to  liiio  to  be  coinrQbiiicatc4  to  his  ado- 
crates  iii  the  pa  ft  oral  office*  and  by  them 

all  to  the  tliurth*  -* 


X  O 

*  Though  there  were  feveral'  part  on 
or  elders  of  the  church  at  Ephcfiu,  Afts 
jut,  17.  (fee  tbe  note  there,  and  ou  Philip. 
L  1  )  jrct  this  epidlr,  like  the  other  fi x, 
is  directed  In  the  lingular  number  to  tbc 
mu  get,  mrilengcr*  or  paftor  of  the  church, 
bee  a  of*  their  work  and  office  was  one 
and  the  fame,  and  fo  they  were  all  la- 


eh.  ii. 


pati^nre,  and. 
\wvr  rlioii  carnT 
n''t  bear  them 
.which  arc  evil : 
imdthoithiihrt' 
rd  tliam  which 
f-ty  tbey^arc  a- 
jwftles,  and  are 
jri<>t;  and  ha  St 
found  them  li¬ 
ar#; 


3  And  had 

bom,  and  baft 
pittance,  and 
fur  n\y  names 
f.kc  UitHubonr- 
ed,  and  haft  not 

fainted. 


4  Nermheltf* 
1  have  f«mt- 
w-Wavamfttijac 
berjnli  thou 
JulUeftthjfirft 
lore* 


J  Remeniber 

therefore  from 
whence  thou  art 

fallen*  and  re- 

p+^it,  and  do  the 
£rft  worltij  or 
elfe  1  will  come 
untorheeqaitk- 
\yt  and  v'iU  ^ 
muwhycandlc- 
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you  have  taken  to  maintain  and  propagate  my  pure 
gofpe]t  and  the  intcrefls  of  my  kingdom,  and  your 
bearing  all  the  perfeemions  that  come  upon  you  for  my 
name’s  fake,  with  hoEy  fortitude,  conftancy  and  patient 
hope  of  deliverance  in  duo  fcafon  :  *And  1  with  oleaftire 
obferve  your  zeal  for  my  glory,  and  a  gain  ft  Gn  and  er¬ 
ror,  that  you  cannot  be  eafy  with  thofc,  nor  permit 
them  to  continue  in  church  communion,  who  broach 
corrupt  doftrines,  and  prafrife  immoralities :  and,  to 
(hew  that  your  zca!  is  according  to  knowledge,  yoa 
have  elofety  enquired  Into  the  principles  and  manners 
of  tbofe  who  arrogantly  affume  to  themfclves  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  an  apofloiic  com  million  ;  and  you  have  proved 
that  they  are  not  what  they  vainly  prerend  to  ;  and  have 
really  found  them  to  he  mere  impoftors,  that  have  no. 
truth  or  finceriiy  in  them. 

3*  And,  to  your  further  commendation,  he  fays,  I 

take  notice  that  you  have  bravely  bore  up  under  the  op- 
pohtioh  of  falfe  a po flies,  and  have  been  patiently  refig* 
iped  to  the  will  of  God  under  all  the  troubles  you  have 
met  with  from  them  4  and  have  laid  yourfelf  out  with 
great  diligence,  from  a  principle  of  love  to  me  and  my 
caufe,  to  (land  your  ground  again  ft  all  contradiction  5 
and  have  hithjerto  fo  cofiftantly  per  fitted  therein,  as  not 
to  fiuk,  or  be  difeouraged  under  the  weight  of  the  hea- 
vieft  of  your  trials. 

4.  Gut,  notwithstanding  all  this,  he  fays,  there  is  011c 
thing  much  amifs  in  you,  on  account  of  which  I  have  a 
fpeeial  comroverfy  with  you,  and  for  which  1  mutt 
Owply  reprove  you  f'becaufe,  of  late,  you  have  grown 
cool  .and  indifferent  in  your  nffeftiaQ  to  me,  and  my 
people  and  caufe,  to  the  great  decay  of  that  fervent 
love,  which  worked  in  you,  and  discovered  itfelf  by  fuit- 
abie  fruits  and  eft  eft  6,  in  the  ear  He  ft  days  of  your  e- 
jpoufais  to  me* 

5*  Re  1] eft  therefore  with  the  utmott  impartiality  on 
your  thameful  declcnfions  and  revolts  from  your  form¬ 
er  love  and  teal ;  think  feriotifly  how  much  of  the  pu¬ 
rity,  pleafure  and  life  of  religion  you  have  loft  by  them, 
and  he  deeply  humbled  and  grieved  for  them,  and  bring 
forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance*  in  returning  to  the 
lively  exercifes  of  faith,  love  and  obedience  which  you 
honourably  profefled  at  your  converfion;  otherwise  I 

Vol.  VI*  t  O  '  will 


n  o  t  r« 

*  Chfifr  ordered  the  feren  cpiftlc*  to  the  pa  ft  or  the  churches  themfelvei  are 
be  fent  t<i  the  feven  chtreh^;  (chip.  L  to  b?  rnn^lercd  as  concerned  and  in- 
tr.)  and  therefore,  though  directed  to  eluded  iu  ilicja 
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The  Revelation  p'atapbrafed.  Cb. iu. 


ftitk  out  of  Mi 
place,  except 
thou  repent* 


will  take  away  all  your  gofpel  privileges,  and  unchurch 
yon,  that  you  may  no  longer  be  like  a  caJidJcItic,  tobold 
forth  the  light  of  truth,  hoiinefs  and  comfort?  you  may 
certainly  depend  upon  my  doing  this;  uiUds  it  be  pre* 
Tented  by  a  timely  humiliation,  repentance  and  refor¬ 


mation* 

6  Bui  this  thou  But  I  obferve,  and  ownfor  your  encouragement,  that, 
halt,  that  thou  amid  ft  all  the  decays  of  your  firft  love  to  that  which  is 
Jiattft  thedeedr  gcx)dt  you  ftill  retain  a  hatred  to  that  which  is  nototi- 

tno^'whlchlat'  finful,  and  particularly,  have  a  high  deteftation  of 

£»  hare*  the  idolatrous  and  filthy  tenets  and  practices  o i  the  fc£k 

of  thcNicolaiuns,*which  are  fo  directly  contrary  tamy 
holy  nature,  will  and  word,  that  I  myfdf  alfb  have  them 
in  the  utmort  abhorrence, 

7  He  that  hath  7*  Whoever  is  capable  of  hearing,  and  defirous  of 
an  car,  Ut  him  knowing  things  of  fo  great  concernment  as  thefe,  Jet 
Lear  what  the  him  ferioufly  consider,  and  lay  to  hearty  the  truth'  and 

i^thJ rhurchcsi  imponance  of  what  the  holy  Spirit  of  prophecy  herein 
To  him  that  o-  fays,  not  only  to  this,  f  but  toalVthe  churches  of  the 
vercometb  will  faints*  that  arc,  or  ever  may  be  in  like  circumftancw  to 

t  ^Vee  of  end  world.  Upon  the  whole  then,  he  and 

whirls  in  the  he  only,  who,  in  humble  dependence  on  my  grnce*wars 
mMft  ofrh*  pa*  a  great  warfare,  unto  the  fuoduing  of  his  corruption*/ 
va<iifo  and  the  temptations  ©f  Satan  and  his  inflrumems,  and 

of  this  evil  world,  and  f o  endures  to  the  &ndy  fball  be  fa- 
vtd .  (Matth*  x*  22*)  I  will  freely  grant  unto  him  all 
the  fenefics  of  my  purchafe,  in  the  fublimc  and  fuMUn- 
tial  honours  and  delights  of  the  heavenly  Hate,  with  an 
irreverfible  confirmation  in  it,  even  unto  eternal  life  s 
which  may  be  considered,  in  allufioB  to  the  happinefs 


that  man  in  innocence  would  have  enjoyed,  and  been 
confirmed  in  for  ever,  if,  after  having  fulfilled  hUcourfe 
nf  trial,  he  hnd  eat  of  the  tree  of  life,  (Gen  ii*  9.  and 
iii.  24*)  which  was  in  the  midff  of  the  earthly  paradife 
of  God’s  own  appointing  and  forming  for  his  abode,  as 

he 


w  o  t  e  s* 

*  Jflierpreters  are  miK+h  at  a  loft  10  'to  the  fcveit  dmrehes  of  Afi*,  St  inti- 
determine,  whether  the  fe^t  ot’  SicobU  mates  that  the  things  wrmc  therein  are 
tan*  fprin"  from  tine  Nicola*;  ajtd  if  fo  *  to  be  applied  to  all  other  churchti.  in 
whether  It  were  (me  of  tlic  firlt  ikavons,  evert  place  and  ape,  In  far  a*  their  ftate 
(Ads  vf  54  who  Imre  that  name,  end  and  condUmn  3a  like  that  nffhe  chnrch- 
ia<l  apoAatized,  or  not*  But  th^  alt  a*  ei  10  which  either  ofthefe  rpilUrs  is  ad* 
gree  that  the  dAc^triiie*,  which  tbefe  drilled.  But  I  cannot  tiiiuk  that  the 

perfons  tao^bt,  under  a  profcflion  of  diJTerent  ftatca  of  Jure  ceiling  rknrcbiM 
ChrtfrUnity,  and  their  practices  an-  would  &1J  vmt*  juil  in  the  fame  order  nf 
f we  ruble  thereunto*  wer«  aboajlnabiy  time,  as  anfwers  to  the  order  of theft 

Tic io as  ,®nd  idolatrous*  +  epiftlrs,  (See  the  preface  to  the'pafa- 

t  As  Aits  udomonition  to  tbc  church-  phrafe  on  this  book) 

«i  u  added  at  the  dale  of  every  cpiiUc 


Ch.  ii. 


J.  ■ 

5  And  Vflto 
ihe  angel  ot  rhe 
church  id  Sn*jrr^ 
jUrcntc,  Theft 
things  fa'uh  the 
Jidtatidthelafc. 
H'hicb  was  dead 
aud  alive, 


0  Ikfiflvtby 
workman  d  tri  bu- 
lutioti,  anil  jso* 
vrriy,  fbutth^u 

art  riciij  and  f 
fa,#' »  bi^r* 

phfiny  oi'tWu 

which  l"ajr  titcj 
arc  Jews,  and 
are  nut,  hot  +rt 
the  fynagogue 
«f  Satan* 


IC  Tetir  none 

of  thtvft  thirds 

■ 

H'bsvhttion  Jlirt1  C 
JaHVr;  behold* 
the  devil  llialt 
catt  fofflfl  of  you 
into  prifiiit,diat 

vc  mav  be  tried 

*  ■*" 

andjefh*iil  have 
tribulariivn  ten 
he  thou 
faithful  imto 
death^nH  I  v:l* 
pi  vcthc»crouu 

•Hift 


The  ft*  THATIOW  paraphrased.  itl 

be  has  the  heavenly  one  to  be  the  habitation  of  his 
faints  with  himfclf  in  blifaful  glory  for  ever. 

8,  And  the  fecond  epiftle,  which  Chrift  ordered  me 
to  write  in  his  name,  is  directed  10  the  pallor  of  the 
church  at  Smyrna,  another  Alia  tic  city,  relating  to  their 
fpiritual  concerns,  in  which  they  are  to  be  told,  that 
the  tilings  contained  therein  are  his  own  true  fayfogs 
who,  according  to  bis  reprefentations  of  himfelf,  (chap* 
i»  n.  17.  18*}  was  before  all  things,  and  -will  come  to 
judge  the  world  at  the  hit  day  ;  who  alfo  died  fur  his 
peoples  (ins,  that  he  might  reedeem  them  to  God  fay 
his  blood,  and  is  noiArrifen  and  lives  again  for  evermore 
ih  a  (late  of  exaltation,  to  fecure  all  their  interefts  for 
time  and  eternity. 

9.  lam  perfectly  acquainted  with,  and  takers  'plea- 
fmg  notice  of,  your  works  and  labours  of  love  for  my 
name’s  fake;  as  alfo  of  your  enduring  fevere  perfccuti- 
ons  with  Chridtan  Courage  and  patience  ;  arid  1  behold 
with  tendernefs  and  fympathy  the  extreme  want  to 
which  you  are  reduced  by  the  violence  of  the  timet, 
and  which  you  meekly  fubmit  to,  as  being  poor  in  fpi* 
rit,  while  in  the  opinion  of  the  world  you  artf  poor  and 
miferabic  wretches :  (but  yoo  arc  rich  in  faitb$  ami 
heirs  <f  the  kingdom  which  Get!  has  promifid  to  them 
that  Icve  him  :  James  ii.  5.)  and,  on  the  contrary,  1  ob- 
fefve,  with  juft  indignation,  the  fame*  hypocritical  and 
blafphemous  pretences  of  thofe,  who  call  themfrlvcs 
Chfiftiau- Jews,  as  if  they,  like  the  ancient  church  of 
Ifrael,  were  the  only  covenant  people  of  God,  and  who 
maintain  Jewifli  rites  and  ceremonies,  which  are  abro¬ 
gated  under  the  gofpd-ftate;  but  they  are  fo  far  from 
being  the  only,  or  even  any  true  members  of  my  church, 
that  they  belong  to  it  merely  in  name  and  proftflion  ; 
aijdj  jn  reality,  are  devoted  to  the  fervkc  tif  the  devil, 
ami  do  his  work,  under  his  Influence,  in  propagating 
iniquity  and  error,  and  in  persecuting. my  people. 

io-  1,  who  am  able  and  ready  to  jupport  and  com¬ 
fort  you,  under  all  your  tribulations,  admonilh  and 
charge  you,  to  be  no  way  terrified  or  difti  carte  tied  stc 
the  worft,  that  you  may  ftill  further  fuffer  from  thofc 
wicked  meu*  Take  notice,  1  now  tell  you  before  hand, 
to  fore -arm  you  again  ft  them,  that  your  great  adverfa- 
ry  the  devil,  will  prevail  by  his  inftruments  to  profe- 
cuse  lome  of  you,  even  unto  imprifonrnent  and  bonds, 
which  I  (hall  permit  for  the  trial  and  improvement  of 
your  graces,  and  particularly  of  your  faith  :  (r  Pet* 

7,}  and  though  your  grievous  troubles  will  la  ft  for  a 

O  a  coa- 
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Tht  Be  ViLATioH  p&raphrafeJ* 


Ch*  ifr 


I!  Tic  that 
hath  m  Kir,  !*t 

Mn  hear  what 
the  J5 p3rir  filth 
tail  tot  Kit  church* 
c»*  He  that  n- 
ye  rconteth,  (hall 
tant  be  hurt 
of  thrt  fecoiid 

death* 


I  %  And  to  the 

M 

angtT  of  the 
cbnpch  hi  Fer^ 

jpnuii  ytilfi 

Theft  thm"* 
faith  he*  which 
hath  the  jfcarp 

iWord  with  two 
edge*. 


15  Iknowthr 
works*  and 
whfre  thoit 
dwelled  rwa 
where  8atani 

feat /i  :  and  t bo  11 

hoideft  fart  my 
-name,  and  halt, 
jiot  denied  mjr 
futht  even  in 
thofc  diji 

whtrdtt  Ami* 

pAivdiinvr^itii* 
fnl  martyr,  who 


con  fi  Her  able  time  ;  *  yet  let  none  of  thefc  things  more 
you*  (Ads  xx.  24.)  but  maintain  your  dependence 
upon,  and  fidelity  to  me,  even  onto  martyrdom  rtfelf, 
aid  I  will  mate  yon  a  rich  amends  for  the  loft  of  a 
temporal  life,  by  crowning  yon  with  all  the  felicity  and 
glory  of  an  immortal  one. 

r  He  who  is  writing  to  know  bis  own  (late  and 
condition,  let  him  fertoufly  attend  to,  and  con  fide  r  the 
cautions,  cncotuvgemcnti  and  prormfes,  which  my  fpt- 
rit  has  giyen  to  et)  churches,  of  like  charadkr  with  this, 
(fee  the  note  on  vcr.  7.)  Whoever  he  be  that  obtains 
the  vidtory  over  ail  his  and  my  enemies,  though -  he 
may  not  efcape  temporal  death,  (hall  feel  none  of  the 
miseries  of  an  eternal  11611,  which  in  dillin&ion  from 
that  of  the  body,  and  as  coming  after  it,  may  be  called 
the  fecond  death,  and  is  word  of  all. 

12,  And  the  third' epiftfe,  which  I  was  ordered  to 
write  in  ChrifVs  name,  is  direded  to  the  pallor  of  the 
church  at  Pergamos,  another  city  of  Alia,  in  which  be 
fays,  the  following  things  are  what  I  (peak,  who  ap¬ 
peared  in  vjfion,  (chap.  L  16.)  with  a- (harp  two  edged 
(word,  as  proceeding  out  of  my  month  to  execute  ven¬ 
geance,  by  my  word  and  providence,  upon  back  Did  ere, 
apoAates  and  all  mine  obftinate  enemies,  and  to  defend 
thofe  that  hold  fall  their  integrity  according  to,  and  by 
means  of  my  word. 

13.  1  am  a  kind  and  careful  obferver  of  every  good 
thing  done  by  you,  and  take  the  more  (pedal  notice  of 
ir,  to  yonr  commendation,  and  my  own  glory,  as  1  per- 
feftly  know,  that  you  are  fituated  th  the  molt  infnaring 
and  dangerous  circa mftances  among!!  a  people,  and  un¬ 
der  civil  governors,  that  are,  as  it  were,  the  throne  {* 

on  which  Satan  fits  and  rules  with  uncommon 
fway  1  and  yet,  through  my  fuperior  influence,  you 
Continue  ftedfaft  in  yotir  holy  profcfljcn  of  my  same, 
and  have  not  departed  from,  much  lefs  renounced  my 
gofpel,  nor  your  humble  dependence  upon  me;  no, 

not 

t  r, 

Grn.  uil  7*  41*  t  Sam  T,  &  Jcthvii  ^ 
»nit  Eed«C  vii-  find  kt  Viberr  i«r 

frw,  {ft*  Gfiii  ik'mt.  >>.  Lev  2 A. 

Anot  t*  g  and  vi  9 }  a  certain 
UTag  | >nf  for  an  uocen^m  ;  1  Therefore 
fudltaC  t&.  think,  upon  the  whole*  ib*t 
ten  it  nor  litre,  to  be  ChVcv  liters!!;  for 
that  c%3k£k  xLQinbrr  either  ef  da>*  or 
year*,  bat  frr  *a  indefinite  number  «fc 

tbenv 


N  « 

"  It  is  eery  uneemif)  to  what  pre- 
clft  ptriod  theft  ten  day*  are  tft  be  re- 
fttrrrf ;  whether  in  the  fcirft  of  a  nan»+ 
ml  diij,  or  of  a  da;  £hr  a  tear;  whether 
’with  forae,  to  the  perftanton  under 

(M^witiTotliCrt,  to  that  under 
Trajan;  oi>  with  others,  to  the  ten 
ieatben  perfetntirn*.  Bnt  at  fen  ii  ■' 
AQmb«r  01  ndtiilide,  and  all  uniicfind 
in:  ten ;  aw I  it  it  often  ofrd  in  Scripture 
Indefinitely,  ftmetinut  for  mao  j.  (gee 


tte  Reteu  tion  paraphrafed*  a i 3 


wasflaiii  among 
Jim,  H’hcrt  Si' 

taa  dwetlfih. 


H  B»t  I  tavo 

a  few  tllLJLjri  a- 
^i»(l  ihcc,  be- 
caufe  thrni  Ualt 
tbere  tJicm  t  h  at 
bold  the  dw~ 
trine  of  Balaam 
who  tMgbt  Ba¬ 
la  k  to  efi  ft  a 
ftuuiblinjj  block. 

before  the  chil¬ 
dren  nflfradjto 
cat  tilings  fieri- 
Jiced  onto  Ufots, 
and  to  commie 
furnrc&tKUi* 


1  5  So  hall  then 
alio  them  that 
hold  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Hi- 
CoIait4Ei*rwh  iclt 
thing  1  hate* 

16  Repent;  or 
clfe  I  will  come 
onto  tbccquick- 
ly^ndviti  fight 
agaiuft  fltent 
with  the  fworil 
•i'  my  mouth. 


17  Ht  that 

hath  art  ear,  let 

him  hear  what 
■ 


not  in  thofe  days  of  the  hotteft  perfection,  in  which 
my  faithful  ferrant#  the  well  known  A  mi  pas,  f  brave^ 
Jy  bore  bis  teftimony  to  me,  and  my  do&rtne  and  way* 
with  his  la  ft  breath,  and  with  the  hft  drop  of  hiVbjopd 
when  he  fufFered  martyrdom  at  your  city  ;  which  is  1 
plain  proof  of  the  powerful  dominion  that  $atan  exer- 
eifes  oyer  his  fubjecis  there,  in  whom  he  works  unto 
the  producing  orfuch  cruel  outrage  a  gain  ft  me  and  my 
followers. 

14,  Neverthelds,  there  are  a  few  very  blameable 
things  among  you,  which  I  have  to  complain  of,  and 
reprove  you  for*,  becaufc  there  are  fomeof  your  church 
that  fall  in  with  rhe  corruptions  of  the  day,  through  a 
worldly-minded  and  prevaricating  temper,  like  that  of 
Balaam  the  infatuated  prophet,  who,  contraqt-to  the 

,  will  of  God,  and  the  convictions  of  his  own  confcience, 
ufed  ftratagems,  and  inflructed  Balak,  to  infnare  and 
pervert  the  children  oflfraei,  and  draw  them  into  the 
(ins  of  idolatjy,  and  forniifttion  with  the  daughters  of 
Moab.  (Numb,  xiv.  1.  2.  and  xxxt.  16,)  In  like  man* 
ner,  thefc  temporizing  Chriftians,  contrary  to  my 
known  orders,  (A£U  xv,  29,)  go  into  the  practice  of 
feading  upon  facrifices  that  are  offered  to  the  honour 
of  heathen  idols,  and  of  committing  fornication,  as 
though  they  were  no  crimes. 

15.  Yea,  what.is  ftill  more  heinous  and  provoki-ig, 
there  arc  fome  of  you  that  openly  efpoufe  and  maintain 
the  corrupt  principles  of  the  Nicolaitans,  which,  as  has 
been  laid,  I  have  the  utmoJl  abhorrence  of.  (fee  the  note 
on  vcr.  6-) 

1 6,  It  is  high  time* for  the  guilty  perfons  among  you, 
and  for  you  as  a  church,  to  be  heartily  grieved  and 
humbled  for,  and  to  repent  of,  and  reform  thefe  abo¬ 
minable  evils.  In  cafe  you  do  not,  I  will  Toon  com* 
forth,  in  the  way  of  my  judgements,  topumfhyon; 
and,  according  to  the  emblem  of  the  fword  of  my 
mouth,  (chap,  i-  iri.)  will  ufc  my  fword  of  war,  and 
of  ju  ft  ice,  to  cut  ojfF  thofe  bold  offenders,  as  certainly  as 

a  plague  was  fent  to  deftroy  the  congregation  of  the 
Lord  for  following  the  cotmfel  of  Balaam.  (Numb, 
xxxi.  16, 

17.  Whoever  is  dc  (irons  to  know  how  things  (land 
between  God  and  his  own  fou!»  let  hint  carefully  ccn- 

O  3  fidcr 


note. 

t  A*  eccleliaftkit  hiftwy  do  not  In-  it;  hot  lio  was  tloubtlcft  lome  eminent 
form  u&  wlm  tliis  Aiuipas  wn  <uiJ  he  mariyr  lately  put  t*  death*  Hnd  veil 
|j  nn  wlicr^ilfe  matitin’K'd  hi  Smpinrf,  Jinvun  at  Per  ill  ihofr  (Up. 

\Y§ t  liiult  be  contented  to  be  ignorant  of 


The  Revel  ATlDN  porapbraftd.  Gh. iu 

h 


the  Spirit  fai  tb. 
nntothetkurch- 
To  him  That 
if  e  rcom  t  th  will 
1  give  to  cat  uf 
the  hidden  in^ 
na,atid  frill  give 

VnnawhiUftone 
and  in  the  ft  one 
a  new  name 
Britten,  which 
sin  man  know- 
eth  tflviag  he 
that  reFcnreth 
?L 


fider  theft  folemn  warnings  and  kind  encouragements) 
which  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  herein  fpcaks  to  all  per¬ 
rons  and  churches,  that  ariiin  like  ctrcumftances :  (fee 
the  note  on  ver,  7.)  To  him)  who  prizing  my  favour, 
and  relying  on  my  afliftancc,  (hall  gain  the  conquefl 
over  alt  the  temptations  of  the  day,  in  which  his 'lot  11 
caft)  I  will  grant  the  refrclhipcnts  and  confutations  of 
communion  with  m$,  who  am  the  true  and  living  Bread 
which  came  down  from  heaven;  (John  vi*  32 — 51*)  and 
will  make  him  partaker  of  all  the  bleffings  of  Ipiritual 
and  eternal  life,  which  con  fill  of  joys  that  ftrangers  in¬ 
termeddle  not  with)  and  are  fafely  hid,  as  precious 
treafures,  with  me  in  God,  (Coj,  ifi.  3.)  and  were  ty¬ 
pified  by  the  manna,  that  Ifrael  lived  upon  to  the  wil¬ 
der  nefs,  a  pot  of  which  was  laid  up  before  (he  Lord, 
and  hid  in  the  ark :  (Exod.  xvi.  33.)  Ar;d  I  wtfl  pu¬ 
blicly  abfolve  him  from  the  guilt  of  all  his  tins,  and 
give  him  boldness,  like  a  conqueror,  in  the  day  of 
judgement*  *  which  may  he  illultratcd  by  the  white 
ft  one,  that  is  wout  to  be  given  to  fuch  as  are  acquitted 
in  courts  of  judicature  from  all  charges  brought  againft 
them)  and  by  the  white  ftone  that  is  given  to  conque¬ 
rors  in  the  Grecian  games  :  And  1  will  give  him  a  new 
name  of  dignity  and  honour,  even  that  of  aChriftian, 
and  a  child  of  God,  and  heir  of  glory)  as  though  it 
were  engraven  on  the  white  ftone ;  the  plea  fare  and 
happinefs  of  which  nope  can  conceive,  rclifti,  or  prize 
Suitable  to  its  worth  and  excellence,  but  the  perfoa 
himfelf  who  is  made  partaker  of  it,  and  knows  it  as 
his  own. 


id  And  unto 
the  angel  of  the 
ehnrch  in  Thy- 
itiri,  write, 
Thcfe  thtngt 
faith  the  Snn  of 
Gorl,  whiihuth 
his  eyes  like  mi* 
to  a  flaine  of 
fire,  uid  biifect 
art  like  fine 
brafs ; 


y  Here  Teams 
ruftom  of  thofe 
(font  was  given 


18.  And  the  fourth  epiftle,  which  our  blefted  Lord 
ordered  me  to  write,  as  from  him,  is  iriferibed  to  the 
pallor  of  the  church  at  lltyaUra*  another  city  of  Afiai 
faying,  The  things  that  are  contained  in  this  epiftle  are 
the  words  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  who  is  by  nature 
God,  and  who,  to  fignify  his  infinite  vifdom  and  pe¬ 
netrating  knowledge  of  all  hearts,  perfons  and  things, 
appeared,  as  with  a  bright  flame  of  fire  darting  from 
his  eyes;  and  to  fignify  the  parity,  ftrength  and  fteadi- 
nefs  of  all  the  outgoings  of  his  providence,  the  firm 
fupport  of  his  people  in  the  furnace  of  atfrdUon,  and 
his  dreadful  juftice  in  trampling  ppon  his  enemies, 
appeared  as  having  feet  like  poll  (bed  red-fiotj  bright 
and  burning  metal*  (chap*  i.  if:  iy) 

■  19.  i, 

K  O  T  ?- 

to  be  Rn  alluGon  to' the  in  the  paraplirafc.  ^Sce  Dr  Ifamutnad 

dnyst  in  wjiich  a  white  note  on  the  place)  . 

on  the  uceaJiona  hinted 


Cb.  ii. 

■ 

1-9  I  kaowthy 
works*  and  cha* 

ritv,  and  ffrvke 
and  jfjltli,  and 
thy  patience, 
and  chy  works  j 
and  the  lalt  it 
fa  more  than 
the  firA. 


20  Netwith' 
ftanJii^,  1  have 
a  dew  things  a- 
gain  A  thee,  be^ 
caufe  thou  fuf~ 
fere  A  that  wo¬ 
man  Jezebel, 
which  cat  Let  h 

her  ft  If  a  pro- 
pheeef$,to  teach 
and  to  fednee 
my  fervants  to 
commit  fornica¬ 
tion,  and  to  eat 
tHiopi’acrificcd 
unto  idols. 


7 ‘be  Revelation  paraphrafed.  tr? 

19;  I,  fays  he,  take  particular  notice,  and  highly 
approve  of  ail  tbe  good  things  done  by  you,  and  or  all 
the  love  to  me  and  my  people  and  caufe,  which  works 
as  a  powerful  principle  within  you  ;  and  of  all  the  fer- 
vices,  which  from  that  principle  yon  have  performed 
for  the  relief  of  my  afflicted,  members,  and  for  my  ho¬ 
nour  and  glory;  and  of  all  the  faith,  whereby  you- 
ftedfaftly  adhere  to  me  and  my  do3rine;  and  of 
ail  the  patience  under  various  tribulations  for  mry 
fake,  which  you  have  remarkably  exercifed ;  and 
of  the  whole  of  your  conduft  and  behaviour,  in 
whatever  you  have  been  laudably  engaged :  And  I, 
with  great  plea  fore,  obferve  that,  i  n  (lead  of  having  left 
your  nrft  love,  like  the  church  at  Ephefus,  (ver.  4.) 
thefe  amiable  things  are  on  the  increaling  and  impro¬ 
ving  hand,  fo  as  that  your  laft  works  of  piety,  love- and 
obedience  are  more  numerous,  eminent  and  fpiritual, 
than  when  you  firft  entered  upon  the  profelfion  of  my 
name. 

20.  Bur,  though  I  mention  thefe  many  good  things 
for  your  encouragement,  and  the  honour  of  my  grace 
in  you,  1  mutt,  nevcrthelefs,  Iharply  reprove  you  for  a 
few  others  of  a  contrary  nature,  that  you  may  not  be 
lifted  up  with  pride,  or  think  yourfelf  perfefk ;  and  e- 
fpecially  for  one  great  offence,  in  which  you  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  to  blame ;  hecaufc  you  too  much  connive  at 
and  ttiew  countenance  to  a  fer  of  wicked  peribns,  un¬ 
der  an  infamous  ring-leader,  who  take  to  themfelves 
the  charafter  of  inipired  teachers »  but  are  really  of 
the  fame  vile  fpirit  and  temper  with  that  infamous 
woman  Jezebel  *  who  (lew  the  prophets  of  the  Lord, 
and  feduccd  King  Ahab  to  idolatry,  and  praflifed 
whoredom  and  witchcraft :  (1  Kings  ivi.  31.  and  xviti. 
4.  13.  and  xxi.  25.  and  2  Kings  is.  22.}  And  thefe 
pretenders  to  a  fpirit  of  prophecy  are  tamely  permitted 
to  broach  their  errors,  and  to  corrupt  and  draw  away 
my  profiling  people  to  the  like  fins  of  idolatry  and 
unclean  nds,  and,  by  all  arts  of  fubtilty  and  cruelty,  to 
fedupc  them  into  a£U  of  fornication  in  a  literal,  as  well 

as 


NOTE. 

*  T  rather  think,  that  hen  is  an  alia-  fame  mannfrripfs  re  a  A  thy  wife ; 

Cun  to  the  wlckcJ  pvutlircs  of  aka  rrw)  anti  fome  have  thought  thatthis 

whoft  name  It  transferred  ro  thefe  fe-  woman  was  The  of  the  BJ  (hop  of 

ducers,  becftufc  their  characters  it  like  that  church,  and  was  called  Jezebel, 
tier's,  though  they  pretended  to  be  in-  becaufe  Jhe  waa  the  author  of  evil  t  hi  nrt 
fpi red  prophets,  than  that  any  per  Ion  and  the  wife  of  the  chief  man  of  the 
ni  this  name,  then  living,  va$  pointed  church,  as  the  aDiicat  Jezebel  wu  of 
W*  However,  Grotiua  teOs  ua,  that  king  Ahab. 
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ch.  a. 


And  I gave 
htrfpacc  to  re- 
ptn?  ol'  her  for- 
nic^tion^oddie 
repeated  uvi. 


21  Behold,  I 
■ 

will  caft  her  in¬ 
to  a.  bed,  and 

them  that  com¬ 
mit  adultery 
with  her  into 
great  tribulati¬ 
on,  except  they 
repent  of  their 
dec  til. 


And  I  will 
kill  her  dill*, 
drenwithdearh, 

r 

and  all  the 
chqrtho*  fltall 
know  that  1  am 
jtc  w  h  ic  hfea  rch  * 
Uhthe  reins  and 
Keans  t  and  I 
Will  give  unto 
everyone  of  you 
According  to 

your  worki*  r 


U  But  viiUo 

you  I  fty,  and 
imo  the  left  in 
Thyitlra,  ■  As 
mair*  **  bavfi 
^otnnsdo^trloie 
find  which  have 
T}ot  known  the 

ifepibiofSiun; 

j  m  * 

*  '*■ 
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■+ 

as  fpiritual.  fenfe,  and  into  eating  of  fitch  meats  as 
have  been  offered  up,  and  devoted  to  the  honour  of 
fictitious  gods  and  their  images,  both  which  are  con* 
trary  to  my  orders  about  the  purity  of  manners  and 
worfliip.  ( A&s  zv.  29,} 

21*  And  though  1  have  hitherto  bore  long  with  thefe 
Jezebel-like  faluccrs,  that  they  may  have  mean*  and 
opportunities  for  convj&ion,  repentance  ant!  refor¬ 
mation  of  tbeii  crimes  ;  .  yet  they  continued  to  be 
hardened  and  impenitent,  and  ftill  pcrGiled  in  their  e- 
vil  courfes. 

22.  But  as  certainly  as  the  threatening,  which  the 
Lord  denounced  againit  Jezebel,  was  executed  after 
fome  time,  in  her  tremendous  death;  (r  Kings  ni* 
23*  and  7  Kings  ix«  36.)  fo,  be  it  known  to  thefe  cor¬ 
rupters  of  the  Cbriflian  faith  and  pra£ric<v  that  in  due 
feafon  1  will  fcverely  punilh  them,  as  perfous,  whom  in 
my  wrath  I  wilt  Wing  to  a  painful,  lick,  and  death¬ 
bed  ;  and  will  infti ft  like  dreadful  calamities  upon  all 
thofe  who  fuffer  thcfnfelves  to  be  fedoccd  into  the  com* 
iniflion  of  the  fame  adulterous  and  idolatrous  iniquities 
with  them,  unlefs-  it  be  prevented  by  a  timely  repen¬ 
tance  and  foriaking  of  the  evil  of  their  doings, 

23.  And  as  the  Tons  of  that  wicked  king  A  bib  were 
Gain,  according,  to  the  Lord's  threatening  to  bring  evil 
upon  his  houie,  for  the  iniquities  which  he  was  drawn 
into  by  Jezebel's  enticements ;  (t  Kings  xxL  29.  and 
2  Kings  x,  6*  7»  10,  11.]  fo  furely  will  1  bring  utter 
deftrudion  upon  the  difciples  and  followers  of  thefe  de¬ 
pravers  of  the  Chriftian  doflrme  and  mariners,  as  well 
as  upon  tbcmfelves ;  and  will  do  it  in  fuch  exemplary 
executions,  as  fhall  ’convince  all  the  .churches,  which 
know  or  hear  of  it,  that  1  am  indeed  a  divine  perfon, 
whofe  prerogative  it  is  to  look  into  the  fee  ret  thoughts 
pf  all  men's  hearts,  (A£U  1.  24,  compared  with  1  Kings 
viii*  39)  and  fcarch  out  ail  the  hypocrify  that  lurks  in 
jheir  inmofl  parts,  in  their  principles,  motives  and 
ends;  and  l  will  deal  impartially  with  every  one  of  you, 
who  make  a  profcllion  of  my  name,  as  well  as  with  all 
others,  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  your  do* 
jugs,  whether  they  be  good  or  bad. 

24.  But  I  a  flu  re  you  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
faithful  among  you,  and  of  ail  others  in Thy atira,  tbo* 
riot  actually  members  of  your  church,  even  every  one 
that  has  not  fallen  in  with,  but  heartily  oppofed  and 
rejeiled  th^^bove- mentioned  pernicious  doftrine,  and 
has  not  contented  to  or  approved,  much  kfs  given  into 
the  practice  of  the  diabolical  dcluCoi^,  which  thefe 

r  lr  -  .  ■  *  _  - 

my 

m 


Cb. ». 


as  they  fpeik,  I 

viLl  pat  upon 

v^u  tmrtc  altar 
•# 

burden* 


z$  But  that 
vA:ch  vn  have 

i  Jajinld  fail 

+ 

liii  1  o>mc. 


26  And  he  that 
r  v  r  rvo  n  i*tb  and 
keepetb  n*y 
u  or  Vs  unto  the 
t-mli  tu  twin  will 
\  <*ittc  paver  n* 
vc"  tbc  nations : 


a  7  (And  be 
fit  all  rule  them 
with  a  rad  of  i- 
r^n  :  as  the  vcf- 
Iris  at* a  potter 
Jhail  they  he 
broken  to  ihi- 
u*r>)  even  us  1 
m  eived  of  inj 
Father. 


^  And  I  wjli 

m 

jyve  him'  tlie 
mu  ruing  ltar„ 


29  He  that 
barb  an  ear  let 
bi  n  hear  what 
th«*  Spirit  faith 
r  iuo  t  becliurcli- 

cc 


The  Revelation  paraphrafid.  117 

tmpoftore  propagate,  with  thedeepeft  intrigue  and  Tub'' 
tilty  under  tiatan’s  influence ;  and  which  they  boaft  of 
as  the  product  of  profound  knowledge  and  wifdom, 
while  they  are  indeed  myfttrits  of  iniquity  $  I  fay  to 
yoQ|  who  are  my  faithful  fer  tarns,  that  I  wilt  ppc  no 
further  in]un£lions  or  reltraints  upon  you,  than  Hill  to 
keep  clear  of  thtfe  abominations  }  nor  the  burden  of 
any  more  myfteries,  laws,  or  ceremonies,  than  are  ah 
ready  eftablilhed  in  my  word. 

25*  £  only  infill  upon  it,  that  ye  ftill  perfevere  in, 
and  fled  fa  fit  y  maintain  your  faith,  Jove  and  obedience, 
together  with  the  purity  of  the  doctrines  and  precepts, 
which  ye  have  already  received  from  me,  and  not  count 
them  grievous,  till  1  lhall  come  the  fecond  time  to  your 
falvarion* 

a6t  And  whoever  he  be  that,  on  thefe  encourage* 
mente,  (lands  his  ground  againfl,  and  comes  ofFvitto* 
nous,  over  all  temptations  to  the  contrary,  and  perfe* 
veres  in  the  faith  and  liolinefs  of  the  gofpe]  to  the  end 
of  his  warfare,  1  will  make  him  a  fharer  iu  my  con* 
quells,  and  he  (halt  have  dominion  over  all  the  wicked 
of  the  nations  in  the  morning  of  the  refur  reel  ion,  (Pf. 
xlix.  14.) 

27.  And  as  in  my  office- capacity,  in  which  1  art* 
conftiuted  king  of  the  church,  I  have  received  a  grant, 
with  full  power  and  authority  from  my  heavenly  Fa* 
ther,  to  have  the  heathen  for  mine  inheritance,  and  to 
break  my  obflinate  enemies  among  them,  as  with  a  rod 
of  iron,  and  dafh  them  ,  to  pieces  as  a  potter’s  veflel ; 
(PC  ii>  6,  8.  9.}  fo  I  will  give  power  to  every  fubjeft 
of  my  kingdom,  as  afting  under  me,  and  by  my  af* 
fiftance  and  authority,  to  prevail  againti  them  to  their 
utter  confufidn.  (Pf,  xlix,  14.) 

28.  And  I  will  give  him  all  the  light  and  grace, 
comforts  and  enjoyments,  that  are  to  be  found  in  me, 
who  am,  for  excellence  and  delight,  the  bright  and 
morning  Star,  (chap,  xxii,  11,)  and  the£un  of  Righ- 
teoufnefe,  who  hath  arofe  with  healing  in  my  wings  ; 
[Malac*  iv*  2.)  and  he,  enlightened  with  my  glory, 
fhall  (hi ne  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament,  and  as 
tbe  ftars  for  ever  and  ever.  (D,tn-  liii,  3.) 

29.  Let  every  one  that  is  defirous  to  know  his  (in 

and  danger,  and  the  ground  of  his  hope,  carefully  at¬ 
tend  unto,  and  reflect  upon  what  the  fpirit  of  propneey 
fays,  in  a  way  of  promjfe,  as  well  as  of  threatening,  not 
only  to  this  church,  but  to  all  the  churches  of  this  day, 
and  to  the  end  of  the  world,  whofc  cafe  is,  or  ever 
may  be,  like  theirs.  (fee  die  note  on  ver,  7.) 

m  “  ■ 


R  E. 
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RECOLLECTIONS, 

How  impeded:  as  to  purity  and  profperity  are  the  churches  of  thrift  on  earth  ! 
Though  there  ate  many  excellent  things  found  in  them*  there  are  others  to  be 
blamed,  as  in  all  theft  churchra,  except: that  of  Smyrna,  which  wap  rofe&cd 
with  Satanic*!  enemies,  and,  doubtlefe,  hid  its  fins  of  infirmities,  though  the 
lore  of  Chrift  caft  a  mantle  over  them*  How  critical,  penetrating,  and  truly  di¬ 
vine,  is  the  knowledge  that  Chrift  has  of  all  bis  churches  i  His  eyes  are  like  a 
flame  of  fire,  and  he  fearches  the  fecrets  of  all  their  hearts*  How  kind  and  eon* 
descending  is  the  notice  he  takes  of  all  their  graces,  lemces*  and  fufftrings  for 
his  fake  ;  of  their  hating  what  he  hates  ;  of  their  opposition  to  Go  and  error; 
and  of  every  good  thing  that  is  found  in  them  £  He  admonishes  them  not  to  be 
afraid  of  the  wot  ft,  and  to  hold  f aft  what  they  have  of  the  belt,  that  belongs  to 
their  profeiflon  of  his  name.  He  dwells  in  the  midft  of  them,  and  holds  their 
mini iters*  as  liars  in  his  right  hand :  He  is  the  beginner  and  ptrfccler  of  all  that 
concerns  them ;  and  as  he  died,  fo  he  ever  lives  for  them.  How  coirpaflion- 
ately  does  be  remind  them  of  their  foils,  and  of  the  dectenfions  of  their  «rft  love 
and  zed,  and  call  them  to  repentance  and  reformation  1  But  how  awful  are 
his  thrratenmgs,  in  cafe  of  their  periiftmg  in  any  corrupt  principles  or  pradlicirs, 
relating  to  doflrine,  worfhip,  or  manners,  like  idolatry  and  fornication  I  He 
wilt  furely  ere  long  fight  againft  them,  as  with  the  fword  of  his  tnouthi  and  un* 
church  them*  And,  alas  1  how  tremendous  will  the  executions  of  Ms  wrath  be 
upon  importers  and  hypocritical  proftJIbrs,  and  upon  all  his  malicious  and  ob* 
flinate  enemies  £  Whatever  Un  i r  boafts  of  deep  underftan ding  be,  they  aft  un¬ 
der  the  powerful  and  crafty  influence  of  The  devil,  and  do  his  work,  in  redu¬ 
cing  the  unwary,  and  in  perfecuting  the  faithful  fenrants  of  thrift-  He,  whofc 
feet  are  like  burning  and  filming  brafa,  will  trample  them  in  his  righteous  anger, 
til)  he  bring  them  and  their  adherents  to  utter  deftntdioiu  But  O  how  encou¬ 
raging  and  animating  are  bis  promifta  fo  bis  people  that. war  a  good  .warfare 
In  hisnameand  ftrength,  againft  all  his  and  their  fpi ritual  enemies,  unto  victo¬ 
ry  over  them l  He  wifi  give  them  all  rrirefli  meats  and  delights,  in  partaking  of 
his  fruits,  as  the  hidden  manna,  and  tree  of  fife  in  the  heavenly  paiadife  ;  will 
fecure  them  from  all  the  imferics  of  the  ftcond  death ;  will  put  a  crown  of  im¬ 
mortal  glory  on  their  beads  ;  and  will  give  them  the  nobJeft  pkafure,  which  they 
the mfelves  only  can  be  confeious  of,  as  being  like  the  ikw  name,  amt  wh'ire 
jtone,  which  no  man  knows  but  he  that  has  it ;  and  which,  at  length,  fit  all 
fhine  in  alt  the  luftre  derived  from  him,  who  is  the'  bright  and  Horning  Scan 
May  every  one,  that  is  concerned  about  Ms  own  ftlvation,  ferioufly  coofider 
all  awful  apd  comfortable  things,  with  a  reference  to  Mmfdf)  as  far  as  they  are 
applicable  to  his  own  cafe,  that  he  may  not  be  confounded ;  but  may  have  botdr 
rei's  in  the  day  of  judgement,  when  Chnft  will  render  to  every  one  according  tg 
the  kind  and  degree  of  his  works. 
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litre  follow  three  other  ept/Ues  containing  warnings  and  threaten  ingsp. 
exhortations y  encouragements,  anel  promifet ,  juitahle  to  the  ftate-ty 
the  church  at  Sardis,  i— 16.  at  Philadelphia,  7 — 13.  and  at  Laodicea, 

14—22. 


Text- 


Pa  rep  hrase. 


Nd  untcihe 

irncloti  tic 


r'nsirrh  in  !4^r- 
ritc,Tliefe 
faith  he 
tr.«  frarlitliefe* 
u'ii  Spirit*  of 
O^d,  and  the  fc 
■*  c:i  ftars ;  I 

K-^ou-  tI&y  works 
■■ 

^ ail  a 

I-.ei'.  1'  ihou 


atid  art 


z  3c  vatebiu], 
ami  ft rr o £t he ji 

rMrri'in™vhich 

/j 

ren^in,  that  arc 

Thirty  to  die ; 

1  have  not 

tnmul  thy  work* 
# 

Vv .  itet  before 
Gud* 


I  -  THHE  fifth  epiftle,  which  Chrift  ordered  me  to 
JL  write  in  his  name,  i&  directed  to  the  pa  ft  or  of 
the  church  at  Sardis,  another  city  of  AGa,  for  their  life* 
The  things  contained  herein  are  the  immediate  didates 
of  that  divine  perion,  who,  as  mediator,  has  an  all* 
fulnets  of  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  holy  Spirit,  vritl} 
authority  to  distribute  them  in  their  utmofi  perfection 
and  variety*  (chap.  i.  4.  fee  the  paraphrase  there,)  and 
who  holds  his  miniftring  fervanta  like  ftars  in  his  right 
hand,  under  his  direftion,  difpofal,  care,  and  govern* 
rnent;  (chap,  i*  16)  he  fays  to  you  in  particular, 
which  is  likewife  applicable  to  alt  others  of  your  ftace 
and  character,  1  perfectly  fee  through  all  the  fpecious 
appearances  of  your  external  behaviour  and  forms  of  re¬ 
ligion,  as  though  you  were  alive  to  God  and  fpiritual 
things,  which  gives  you  a  reputation  for  faints  among 
men  ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  I  know  that  too  many  of 
you  are- ft  ill  dead  in  trefpafies  and  fins;  *  and  that  0* 
thers  of  you  are  grown  very  dead,  dull,  and  lifeiefs  in 
the  fra  me  of  your  hearts,  and  manner  of  performing 
religious  duties,  cfpecially  when  you  are  alone,  and  no 
eye  of  man  is  upon  you, 

2,  Tajce  heed  of  luch  a  ftupid  temper:  Watch  care¬ 
fully  again  ft  it,  and  make  ufe  of  all  mean?  of  grace,  in 
humble  dependence  on  me,  who  have  jhc  feven  fpirits, 
(ver*  1*)  to  render  them  cfieftual,  that  you  may  de¬ 
rive  light  and  influence  from  me  for  adding  It rength 
and  vigour  to  the  fmall  remains  of  thqfe  good  things, 
that  are  in  fome  of  you ;  but  are  fo  weak  and  tanguifh* 
ing,  as  to  be  on  the  very  point  of  expiring,  unlefs  re* 
vtved  by  frefh  recruits :  For,  by  the  fearch  which  I  have 
made  into  your  beans  and  ways,  1  ftud  fuch  woeful  de¬ 
fects 


N  O 

*  ll  appears  from  ver.  4*  that  there 
'tf'rc  it  nee  re  and  einlutiic  believers 
in  tht*  c  four  Hi.  though  the' greater  part 
of  them  were  not  whnt  they  appeared 
i»  ;  biit  were  either  Inwardly  decay- 
jug,**  to  vital  reiigjon;  or  utterly  delti* 


T  E. 

tntc  of  the  ^race  of  Crod,wh!le  having  tn 
yjrwV/  they  denied  the  prtotr 

a/  //,  like  thafe  whom  the'  Apofkte 
(peaks  2Tii».  Hi.  >  This  points  to 

peribo*  of  both  tUefe  character* 


no 
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3  TltmttnUcr 
therefore  tmw 
thouhaA  rccci  v- 
cd  and  heard, 
end  hold  la  ft, 
and  rfptDt*  If 
tliercto  thoa 
thalt  not  watch, 
I  will  c uitw  on 

thee  a*  a  thUt; 

and  thou  Ibalt 
not  knorf  what 
hour  I  will  tome 
upon  thee. 


4  Thou  haft:  a 
few  n«UMicv«iv 
jd  Sardis,  which 
hove  noc  defil¬ 
ed  their  £flX' 
ntent*;audO>ey 
fliatt  walk  villi 

me  in  white; 

ihr  they 
worihy* 


foils  in  your  performances,  as* render  them  unfit  to  be 
acceptable  in  the  fight  of  God* 

3*  As  ever  therefore  you  would  make  a  right  judge¬ 
ment  of  your  ftate,  call  to  mind  and  ferioufly  icfleft 
upon  the  do£irine  of  my  ^ofpel,  and  the  manner  in 
which  you  at  firft  received  it,  and  heard  the  preaching 
of  it ;  whether  it  were  in  faith  and  love,  whereby  it  was 
rooted  in  your  hearts,  or  were  only  with  fomc  fudden 
impreffion  and  flights  of  affe£Uont  which  foon  wore  off 
again  ;  And  fo  hr  as  it  was  according  to  the  truth  of 
the  gofpel,  and  was  entertained  with  a  fincere  faith,  do 
not  give  it  up,  but  keep  it  with  the  utmoft  care  in' your 
religious  regard  and  conformity  to  it;  but  fo  far  as  it 
was  only  in  a  notional  and  fu  perietal  manner,  or  as 
you  have  loft  much  of  the  life  and  power  with  which 
you  at  firft  received  it,  be  deeply  humbled  before  God 
in  penitential  reflect  one  upon  it,  and  reft  not  fatiried 
till  thofc  deft&sbe  rectified  ;  for  if  you  continue  care- 
lefs  and  unconcerned  about  thefe  things,  which  lb  near¬ 
ly  aiTc£t  your  falvation,  and  do  not  awake  out  of  your 
lethargic  temper  to  watch  agpinft  it,  I  will  certainly 
break  in  upon  you  with  my  terrors,  in  the  way  of  my 
judgements,  as  fudden ly  and  unexpectedly,  and  with 
as  much  fur  prize  to  your  loft  and  damage,  as  a  thief 
doth  into  a  houfe,  at  a  time  when  the  matter  leaft  of 
all  thinks  of  ir.  (March,  xxiv.  42—44.  and  1  Theft. 
V.  2.  3.} 

4*  There  are  indeed  a  few  peribns  of  eminence  which 
arc  known  to  me  as  by  name,  even  in  the  church  at 
Sardis  (corrupt  and  degenerate  as  it  is)  who  have  not 
comraded  the  defilements  of.trror  and  immorality,  that 
have  fprtad  all  around  them,  but  have  maintained  their 
integrity,  as  found  in  the  faith,  and  holy  in  their  lives ; 
And  be  it  known  to  them  for  their  comfort,  that  they 
(ball  flill  be  kept  clofo  tome,  and  live  in  holy  and  de¬ 
lightful  communion  wirh  me,  *  and  fhall  be.  advanced 
to  the  higheft  honours :  For  they  are  gracioufly  accept* 
cd>  as  worthy  through  my  righteouinefs,  and  are  fit 
and,  meet  by  the  faiiftifying  influences  of  my  Spirit, 
(Col.  i.  17.)  to  be  admitted  to  all  the  privileges  and  fa¬ 
vours,  thatl  will  confer  upon  them,  even  unto  eternal 
life. 

5,  \Vho- 


K  O 

f  Whiif  nay  Ik  an  allniinn  to  the 
white  rub«  n  ltirh  the  pr  lefts  ufrd  to 
in  tok*«  «f  their  acceptance  and 
fantfiry,  when  they  mmiftmd  bdo re 


T  E. 

the  Lord;  or  to  the  tfliite  robes  of 

*  — 

prince*  ind  conquerors,  in  token  of  their 
higU  honour  end  jojful  triumph* 


-<L  •'* 

-h*  m. 


j  HethitOTep* 
lx\\{  hi  doth* 

cl!  ut  white  nil 
in*nt;  HA(I  I  Will 
lis'i  MAt  Ol|t  Ml 
imwont  of  the 
F>.><*  of  It  is,  but 
1  will  cnnfefibU 
ii. me  before  my 

fore  hit  an^dt- 


ft  He  that  hath 

an  ea:\  let  him 
h^-ir  wlot  the 
Spirit  faith  tm- 
ro  die  church¬ 
es* 


7  \nd  to  the 

*n^t  of  the 
church  in  Phi- 
l^Helph  n,  write, 
'Hicfe  things 
fihU  he  tlt^t  t* 

huly,  he  that  it 
true,  he  that 
U  tih  the  key  of 
he  that 

oi>cmrthi  und 
mt  man  flint- 
Uth;  and  flnit* 
K‘th,»ndno  man 
o;>cocth  : 
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■  <f.  Whoever  he  be  that  overcomes  all  temptations, 
especially  in  a  diflbiute  and  ^pallatizing  age  like  this, 
Oialt  (bine  in  fplendid  robes  of  righteoufnefs,  Jight  and 
glory,  that  are  wajbed  and  mads  white  in  the  bloody  of 
the  Lamb ;  (chap*  vii.  14,)  and  1  will  he  fo  far  from 
finking  him  out  (according  to  what  he  may  fometimea 
fear}  from  the  regiftcr  of  eternal  life,  in  which  hia  uamt- 
is,  as  it  were  enrolled  as  a  citizen  and  heir  of  heaven, 
among  the  chofen  of  God  before  all  worlds,  that  l  will 
publicly  own  him  for  mine,  whom  the  Father  has  gi¬ 
ven  me,  and  l  have  redeemed  by  my  own  blood,  and 
who  has,  under  the  influence  of  my  grace,  bravely  con- 
fefled  me  before  men,  in  the  word  of  times ;  and  (  will 
J}iew  my  approbation  of  him  in  the  prefenccof  my  hea- 
rally  Father  and  of  his  holy  angels,  when  1  fhaUcoroe 
1  n  all  my  glory  to  the  judgement  of  the  great  day* 
(Matth.  x.  31*  and  Luke  iii.  £,) 

6-  He  that  is  defi  rous  to  know  the  lUte  of  his  own 
foul  before  God,  let  him  impartially  confider,  and  com* 
pare  himfelf  with  what  the  Holy  Spirit  of  prophecy 
herein  {peaks  to  all  the  churches,  which  are,  or  ever 
may  be  in  circumftances  like  this  of  Sardis,  (fee  the 
note  on  chap.  i.  <j.)  that  he  may  fee  what  part  of  it  be¬ 
longs  peculiarly  to  himfelf,  and  'be  fuitably  affected 
with  it, 

7.  And  the  filth  epiftle  which  CL  rift  commanded 
me  to  write,  as  from  him,  is  in  fori  bed  to  the  paftor  of 
the  church  at  Philadelphia,  and  h  for  the  inflntflioit 
cf  all  others,  whofe  cafe  may  he  like  theirs,  he,  who  fim 
the  thingfc  contained  herein,  is  eflentially  and  infinitely  " 
holy  in  his  divine  nature,  unfpnttedly  holy  m  his  hu¬ 
man  nature  ;  he  js  alfo  communicatively  holy  in  his  of¬ 
fice,  and  perfectly  holy  in  all  his  dilpcufiit ions  \  and  is 
invariably  truth  in  himfelf,  infallibly  true  in  his  decla* 
muons,  threatening^  and  promifes,  and  is  the  truth  or 
lubihucc  of  all  types  and  prophecies  relating  to  him, 
who  alfo  has  the  government  of  the  church,  ami  thfc 
world  upon  his  Ihoulder*,  as  the  Son  of  David,  who 
fucceeds*  in  a  fpiritna!  fenfc,  to  the  throne  and  domi¬ 
nion  of  his  houfe  and  kingdom,  (1  fa.  xxihzz.)  an  !  has 
the  power  of  life  and  death,  and  of  heaven  and  of  UciJ, 
the  doors  of  which  he  authoritatively  and  eiTVclually 
opens ;  and  when  he  does  to,  {**«*)  no  creature  in  hea¬ 
ven,  earth,  or  hell  can  poflibly  Ihur  them  ;  and  when 
he  fluus  them  agninft  ibofe  that  would  be  glad  to  goto 
heaven,  or  fhuts  them  upon  thole  that  are  forced  to  go 


2ii 


8  J  kit#*  thy 
Works  :  behold, 
1  have  let  before 
thee  an  open 
doorjBDdno  man 
can  (hut  it:  for 
tbou  haft  a  lit- 

tie  ftreujnKaud 

baft  lejit  my 
Word,  and  kaft 
not  denied  my 
iumc. 


9  Behold,  I 
will  *'  k?  them 
flfthe  fyjitgogue 
of  Satan  (which 
fay  they  are 
Jews,  and  are 
tint,  hut  do  ire) 
behold  I  Will 
make  lliem 
to  come  and 
wnrflop  before 
thy  feet,  and  to 

know  that  I 

have  loved  thee* 


lOBecauferhon 
bait  kept  the 
.  Med  of  uy  pa¬ 
tience,  1  alfo 
will  keep  thee 
from  ihr  hour 

of  temptation, 
wh  rch  Aiadcome 
upon  all  the 
world,  to  try"' 
them  trial  dwelt 
upon  thcaartli  * 


Yht  Revelation  faraphrdficL  Ch, iii, 

to  belli  none  can  open  them  either  to  let  than  into 
heaven*  or  to  deliver  them  out  of  hell* 

8,  l  am  perfectly  apprifed,  and  approve  of  the  true 
nature*  tendency  and  defign,  and  qf  tbe  principles  and 
manner  of  your  religious  ferviccs.  Behold,  with  hum¬ 
ble  admiration  and  praife,  1  have  opened  to  you  a  dour 
of  opportunity  for  my  word  to  have  free  courfe  and  be 
glorified;  (2  Thcff,  iii,  t,)  ami  none  of  its  enemies, 
(vine)  whether  men  or  devils,  (hall  be  permitted  to  have 
power  to  defeat  it ;  becaufc,  though  you  are  not  To  c- 
minem  for  light,  grace  and  holtnefs,  nor  fo  proficient 
therein  anfwemble  to  your  advantages,  as  feme  other 
fir  ft  rate  Chriftiatis  are  ;  yet  I  kindly  obferve,  that  you 
have  feme  final}  degree  . of  thefe  excellent  attainments 
in  fincerity  and  truth  ;  and  hare  faithfully  maintained 
the  doctrines  of  my  gofpel*  together  with  my  inftimti- 
ons  and  commands;  and  have  not  renounced  your  ho¬ 
ly  profelhon  of  my  name,  as  your  only  Lord  and  Savi¬ 
our,  notwirhfhmding  all  the  temptations  you  have  been 
under  fo  to  do, 

9,  Take  notice  farther,  for  your  coffifor^and  encou¬ 
ragement,  that  I  will  give  you  riftory  over  them,  who 
ferve  SataiVs  interefls  as  a  company  of  his  devoted  fer* 
vants,  that  live  and  aft  under  his  influence,  and  at  the 
fame  time  profefs  themfelves  to  be  Jewifh  Chriftiaus, 
but  arc  evidently  proved  by  their  principle*  and  prac¬ 
tices  to  be  falfe  pretenders  to  that  character ;  obferve,  l 
fay,  that  I  will  con  (train  them  to  come  before  you  with 
conic  (Sons  of  their  errors,  and  to  fit  down  at  your  feet, 
like  humble  difciples,  to  receive  your  tnftru&ions,  and 
prnftiatc  themfelvcs  in  youT  prefence,  though  not  with 
religious  homage  of  you,  yet  to  pay  it  to  me,  as  your 
Lord  and  Saviour;  and  they  fhuil  be  forced  to  acknow¬ 
ledge*  that  I  have  a  peculiar  favour  for  you*  as  the  oh- 
jctls  of  my  fpecial  love. 

10,  Since,  in  obedience  to  my  command,  you  have 
hitherto  patiently  endured  perfections  tor  my  lake,  and 
in  conformity  to  my  patience  in  fuftbringa,  and  have 
preferml  your  integrity  in  faithfully  adhering  to  the 
pure  doftrine  of  the  gofpel,  which  is  continued  in  my 
great  iong-fuffering  and  patience  to  a  fin  fill  world,  and 
teaches  patience  under  all  tribulations,  I  affiire  you,  for 
your  further  encouragement,  that  I  alfo*  on  my  part 

will  certainly  preferve  you  from  apoftacy  in  the  (till 
more  trying  tlajs  of  yet  forer  troubles  and  afflictions; 
which*  by  divine  permiffion,  will  come*  not  upon  you 
only,  but  upon  all  the  profeflors  of  my  name  through- 


Cb.  iiu 


II  Bfhntd,  I 

cnrruf  qokkly ; 
Judd  that  fait 
4-1ikhthmh^ 
t  b  ii  t  no  mnn  take 
ihy  crown. 


IZ  Him  that 

overt  ofucth  will 
j  make  a  pillar 
in  the  tcuipfe  rtf' 
my  God*  and  he 
Jhaligo  no  more 
out-  anti  I  wiU 
write  upon  him 
the  name  of  my 
God,  and  the 
n*»iie  ofthe  city 
of  my  God 
*wh;ch  h  dcuf  [e* 
njfjJem,  wlrch 
comet  h.  down 
out  of  heaven 
fmm  my  Oorfi 

irnct  l  wr/jw'/fr 

j ip*n  him  n«y 
new  name. 


.  13  He  thnt 
hath  on  wt  let 
him  hear  what 
the  Spirit  faith 
taut  ot  bech  urch^ 
Vr 
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out  the  Roman  empire,  *  for  their  ‘  trial  who  dwell 
therein,  that  the  approved  may  he  made  manifest,  and 
openly  diftingui&ed  from  others  who  will  turn  apo- 
Irates* 

1 1.  To  fupport  you  under  thefc  melancholy  prdfpefls, 
behold,  with  attention,  admiration  and  joy,  it  frail  not 
be  long  before  1  will  come,  like  one  in  halle,  to  deliver 
my  church  and  people  from  all  their  enerrtier*  In  the 
faith  and  hope  of  this,  and  in  an  humble  dependence 
on  my  promised  grace  to  keep  you  in  the  hour  of  temp* 
tation,  (ver.  10*)  hold  faft  with  the  utxnoft  care  and 
conforicy,  zeal  and  holy  refoludon,  the  do&rine  you 
have  received,  the  work  of  God  wrought  in  you,  and 
done  by  you,  and  your  profefiion  oY  my  name,  that 
none  (v^r)  though  fubtility  or  violence,  may  ever  "per¬ 
vert  you,  and  fo  rob  you  of  this  honour,  much  lefs  of 
the  crown  of  life,  which  1  have  jpromifed  to  them  who 
are  faithful  unto  death;  (chap.  \u  10.)  and  that  none 
may  outrtrine  you  in  any  thing  truly  excellent. 

12.  Whofocver  he  be  that  overcomes  all  temptations* 
I,  as  bis  bead  and  Saviour,  will  fix  him  immoveabiy, 
like  a  pillar  in  the  church  of  my  covenant- God  and 
Father,  triumphant  for  ever  in  heaven  ;  and  he,  like 
the  pillars,  called  Jachm  and  Boaz  in  Solomon's  tem¬ 
ple  that  were  confecrated  to  God  (1  Kings  vii.  15.  21.) 
frail  never  depart,  or  be  removed  from  whence  :  and, 
to  honour  him  with  the  higheft  dignity,  1  will  inferibe 
upon  him  the  name  of  a  Ion  of  my  covenant- God,  and 
of  a  citizen  of  that  bleffcd  fore,  which  he  is  the  author 
of,  and  fills  with  his  light  and  glory,  ev£n  the  New  Je* 
rufaleoi,  which  is  fo  called  in  dHHncHon  from,  and 
preference  to  the  literal  Jenihlcfn  in  the  land  of  Ju* 
dea  ;  and  which  is  of  heavenly  original,  and  frail  be 
perfected  in  the  beatific  prefence  of  my  covenant*God, 
And  1  will  inferibe  my  own  name,  which  puts  new  ho¬ 
nour  upon  him  ai  a  Chriftian,  whom  I  have  dignified 
with  the  adoption  of  tons,  and  made  viftorious  und^r 
my  banner 

13.  He  that  is  inclined  to  henrthefe  rich  encourage- 
mems  to  perfcverance  in  faith  and  ho!inc&,  let  him  at¬ 
tentively  confider  what  the  Spirit  of  prophecy  fins,  not 
only  to  this,  but  ro  all  churches,  wfcofo  chara£ler&  an- 
fwer  to  that  at  FhiJ'jdejf.bia.  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  ii. 

v) 

14.  And 


N  O 

*  The  Rotoao  Empire  was  ofmt  cal* 

led  the  world,  hernide  it  extended  tn  the 
jjrejtell  pert  ol‘  the  knotvEi  wirid;  and 
the  perfcnition  here  iW^roid  prubitb- 
1/  thought  to  point  at  tlm  uaikr  the 


TJ1 


T 

cnip^pnr  Tnj^o,  which  waa  muirfierce 
ami  th^n  thole  vhuh  the 

ChrifUaus  endurvd  qudar  Nero  or  i?wui- 

TtdtU 


Ch.  lit. 


214 


The  Re  VEliTlON  parapbrafcd. 


\4  And  tint* 

riieang*lofrh« 
cli  urcbof  the  L  A' 
pdtevsns*  write* 
Tlwlc  thing* 
faith  the  Amen, 
the  faithful  and 
trite  witnef*,  the 
begin  11  Jog  oftTie 
creation  of  God, 


1  $  T  Viww  tby 
wf*rfc  s  „tb  auh  o  u 
•ft  neither  mid 

nor  but  1  I  would 
thou  vert  cold 
or  hot, 


*6  So  then  be¬ 
en  ufe  thou  art 
lake  warm,  aod 
neither  roid  nor 
hat*  I  will  fpue 
tbre  out  of  my 
mouth : 


1 7  Ectaofc 
thoit  l  nm 

rich^ud  incrca- 
fed  with  goods. 
AJfed  iiArc  need 
ot'ftothing';  and 
knoweftnotihat 
thou  art  wretch- 

rd>  and  mifer- 
able,  and  poor* 
arid  blind,  and1 
naked. 


)5  I  connfrl 
thee  to  boy  of 
me  g'dd  tried  in 


14.  And  the  feventh  and  lad  cplftlc,  which  I  am 
commanded  10  write  Jti  Ch  rift's  name,  is  directed  to 
the  pallor  of  the  church  at,  Laodicca,  another  city  of 
Afti,  and  is  mod  immediately  designed  for  their  ufe, 
but  not  without  an  eye  to  other  churches  in  their  cir* 
cumfbmces;  the*  things  contained  herein  are  what  he 
fays,  whofe  name  is  emphatically  the  Ameny  as  he  is 
the  faithful  witnefs,  (chap.  i.  5.}  and  is  truth  itfclf,  and 
infallibly  true  in  the  telUmony  he  bears  concerning 
all  things  whatfccver,  and  particularly  thofc  which  are 
contained  in  the  prophecies  of  this  book  ;  and  he  is 
able  to  perform  them,  as  he  is  the  author,  prince  and 
ruler  of  all  the  creatures  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  that 
God  has  made  by  him.  (Heb*n  a*) 

15*  I,  fays  he,  am  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
nature  and  quality,  principles,  motives  and  ends  of  all 
that  you  do  in  religion  :  whatever  your  own  or  others 
thoughts  be  about  you,  1  know,  that  you  are  neither  ab- 
folutely  unconcerned  about  it* on  one  band,  nor  fervent 
in  Spirit  ferving  the  Lord,  on  the  other.  I  would  ra* 
thcr  that  you  ihould  cad  of  a  profeflion  of  my  name, 
than  dtfgrace  it  by  being  formal  and  hypocritical  in  it; 
or  which  is  bed  of  ad,  that  your  were  fincerely  zealous 
in  a  behaviour  correfpondent  to  it. 

16.  But  as  you  arc  very  cool  carelels,  and  Indiffer¬ 
ent  about  things  of  a  fpirirual,  heavenly  and  holy  na¬ 
ture,  and  are  neither  profefled  ocgle£tors  of  them,  -  nor 
heartily  affected  toward  them, ‘the  time  is  coming 
when,  if  you  perdd  in  tbia  difag  fee  able  indolence,  I 
will  cad  you  off  with  abhorence^  as  a  man  naufeatca 
and  vomits  up  lukewarm  water  that  offends  his  Uo- 
mach.  But,  in  order  to  your  recovery  and  finding 
mercy,  attend  to  the  following  counfeh 

\*ji  Becaufe  yon  conceitedly  and  vainly  delude  your- 
felf,  faying,  1  am  rich  in  fpi  ritual  gifts  and  graces,  and 
have  an  abundance  of  all  good  things  pertaining  to  life 
and  godlinefs,  and  am  in  nothing  defective;  and  be- 
caufe  you  are  fo  flupidly  blind  to  your  own  deplorable 
cafe,  as  not  to  underdand  and  confider,  that  you  really 
are  forlorn,  and  miserable,  and  de (Unite  of  all  true 
riches  toward -God,  and  ignorant  of  your  danger,  and 
of  the  way  of  deliverance,  and  ate  expofed  ru  his  juft 
wrath  and  difpjeafurc,  like  naked  and  deformed  per* 
Tons,  that  have  no  righteouftieffi,  either  of  juftification 
or  of  fa  notification,  to  cover  you. 

18,  1,  as  a  compaffionatc  friend  to  fouls  in  /uch 
wretched  felf* deceiving  circumflaficeS, adriceyou  hum¬ 
bly  to  apply  to,  and  deal  with  me,  which,  in  the  ho* 

gvage 
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guage  of  traffic,  may  be  called  buying  of  me,  as  you 
mult  pm  with  your  fins*  and  vain  conceits  of  fdf-wif- 
dom  and  rightcoufnds,  for  the  trea  lures  of  my  merit 
and  grace*  that  you  may  receive  them  at  free  coil*  with¬ 
out  money  and  without  price;  (La.  tv*  I,)  it  being  im* 
poffible  for  fouls,  lb  miferably  poor*  (rer*  17.)  to  give 
any  valuable- coufideracion  for  thefe  excellent  thing*, 
which  are  much  more  precious  than  tbe  fined  gold  af¬ 
ter  it  Has  been  purified  by  the  fire ;  your  being  parta¬ 
kers  of  theCe  is  of  the  higheft  importance*  that  you  may  be 
rich  in  faith  and  every  ocher  grace*  and  ini  good  works, 
and  may  be  endowed  with  all  fpiritual  and  durable  riches 
as  an  heir  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  :  and  as,  in  a  fpi-  ■ 
ritaal  fenfei  you  ate  really  naked,  (rer,  17.)  I  counfet 
you  to  apply  to  me  for  the  bright  and  fpotlefe  tphe~of 
my  righteoufnefet  *  which,  for  purity  and  fplendor, 
may  be. compared  to  white  raiment,  that  you  may  be 
completely  covered  and  beautifully  adorned  with  it, 
and  your  guilt  and  odioufnefs  may  not  be  expofed  to  the 
eye  of  incenied  juftice*  unto  your  everfofting  flume 
and  confufion:  and  as  you  are  exceeding  blind,  (ver, 
17,)  through  pride,  prejudices  and  wordly  affections, 
with  refpeft  to  your  fpiritual  concerns,  your  only  way 
for  a  cure  is  to  receive  the  knowledge  of  my  Word,un-  . 
der  the  illumination  of  my  Spirit,  which  is  like  the 
moll  fovereign  and  effectual  eye* false*  that  your  under* 
Handing  may  be  enlightened,  and  you  may  be  wife  to 
fal  ration,  . 

19,  While  I  give  you  this  neceflary,  tender  and  en¬ 
gaging  advice  in  your  deplorable  circum  (lance*,  you 
may  well  conclude  that  your  cafe,  though  dangerous, 
is  not  yet  defperatc,  notwithftandtng  the  folemu,  clofe 
and  faithful  rebukes  1  hare  given  you :  for  whenever  I 
fee  any  thing  amifs  in  the  objetta  of  my  love*  I  warn 
and  reprove  them  for  their  convi£tion,  and  bring  them 
under  the  difciplbe  of  the  rod  for  their  mflruttion  anti 
reformation,  that  they  may  be  partakers  of  my  holinels*: 
(rich,  xii,  6 — lOi)  As  ever  therefore  you  would  ift*p 
the  happy  fruits  of  my  rebukes  and  chaftentng?,  and 
make  a  due  improvement  of  them,  you  ought  to  be  ear- 
tieftly  deli ro us  of  haring  your  heart  infpired  with  faertd 
love,  and  fervour  in  religion,  and  zeal  fur  my  glory; 

f  P  and 

NOTE. 


*  A*  grid  tried  in  tlie  fire  is  n  fji  roc*  tkH  i'tHt vtP  lor  j  unification,  [Rom.  ill. 
taphor»  to  fi^nify  the  refined  graces  of'  31.)  than  the  inherent  righteonrneft  of 
tbe  Spirit,  .which  tnrich  the  fault  funniiicatinii,  which  is  much  the  lain* 
Per  1,7.)  fo,  to  Veep  the  idee*  diflirift*  with  the  pracei  of  the  Spirit,  that  ara 
I  rather  chnfe  to  nndcrftand  white  ni-  of  the  heart,  [lP«U 

men  t  ro  ltgiuly  the  rf^htcorrftufs  0/  iii.  4*) 

Ckrjjl)  which  is  attic,  aui  upon  all  than 
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30  Betiotf,  I 
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and  to  refit:#  with  ingenious  frame  and  grief  upon, 
and  with  full  purpofe  of  heart  turn  from,  all  your  luke* 
warmrtefe,  and  every  other  evil,  that  is  to  prevalent  in 
you,  and  oftenfive  to  me. 

20*  For  your  encouragement  hereunto,  take  notice 
of  my  wonderful  con defeen lion  and  kindnefs,  who,  af¬ 
ter  all,  (till  wait  to  be  gracions,  and  continue  fending, 
like  an  importunate  lover  and  tunor,  aa  it  were,  at  the 
door  of  your  heart,  and  knocking  there  by  my  word, 
providence  and  Spirit  for  admifEon  into  it :  if  any  one 
frail  attend  to  my  repeated  and  endearing  pleas  with 
him,  and  by  faith  open  to  me,  I  will  make  entry  inttrhi# 
foui  with  all  my  riches  of  rfghteoufncfs,  grace  arntcon- 
fohtion,  will  take  delight  in  all  the  good  things  found 
in  him  ;  and  will  entertain  him  with  fallible  manifef* 
tationsand  eiprcffions  of  my  love  to  him  ;  and  fo  will 
admit  him  to  the  fwceteft  communion,  in  which  we 
Unit  have  mutual  fcilowfrip  here,  and  for  ever  hereafter, 
like  that  of  the. mod  intimate  friends  and  affectionate 
relations,  who  ebear  fully  feaft  together,  kt  token  of  their 
reciprocal  love* 

at*  Whoever,  by  receiving  me  into  hU  heart,  frail  o- 
vercome  all  corruptions  within,  and  temptations  from 
without,  I  will  own  and  honour  him  as  a  brave  conquer¬ 
or,  and  will  gractoufly  advance  him  to  the  high  dignity 
and  happinefc  ofJming  with  me  m  my  throne  of  glory 
at  the  day:  of  judgement,  that  he  may  concur  with,  and 
fhare  in  the  benefit  of,,  my  final  fatten cc  upon  all  man¬ 
kind  ;  (fee  the  paraphrafe  on  l  Cor.  vi.  2.)  even  as  1  my* 
fclf,  in  my  office -caps city,  have  overcome  the  world, 
and  all  the  powers  of  darknefs,  and  am  exalted  in  my 
human  nature  to  the  higheft  power  and  authority  with 
my  heavenly  father,  at  his  right  band,  dn  his  throne  of 
glory. 

27 Mt  that  is  felicitous  about  falvation,  and  would  not 
deceive  his  own  foul,  let  him  carefully  attend  to  the  fo¬ 
ie  run,  awful  and  threatening  things,  on  one  hand,  and 
encouraging  things,  on  the  other,  which  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  prophecy  herein  fpeakt,  not  only  to  thij,  but  to  all 
the  churches,  according  as  they  may  be  applicable  to 
them  refpe#ivdy,  in  tbeir  feverai  generations,  (fee  the 
-ttot&oncbajL  ii*  7,) 

RECOLLECTIONS* 

How  different  in  the  flate  of  churches  and  profefling  Chriftiins  on  earth  1  Some 
like  that  of  Philadelphia,  are  Guerre,  faithful*  and  thriving;  and.  though  but  of 
l.rWle  firengthi  arc  highly  approved  of  Chrift,  and  honoured  with  peculiar  to¬ 
kens  of  his  love:  vrhilfk  others,  lihe  tfcofc  of  Sardis  and  Laotifaa,  are  not  what 
they  profefs  to  be,  and  c^me  under  hisfeverelt  rebukes;  fome  among  them  hare 
only  a  aaine  tolive,  whilt  they  are  dead:  otbcrsarc  under  Un^uifringi  ©f  grace. 
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a*  though  it  were  i rady  to  die;  and  others  are  of  a  lukewarm  temper,  and  yet 
flatter  themfrlves  as  if  all  things  were  right  and  well,  and  do  not  perceive  that 
they  are  wretched,  inffcraltie>  and  poor,  and  Wind,  and  naked*  But-  O' the 
important  and  afie&iog.  djiference  that  Chrift  will  make  between  them  !  He* 
who  U  the  .author  of  the  creation,  ha>  an  ajl-fulnefs  of  the  spirit,  is  divinely 
holy  a Eid  true  in  hlmfelf,  and  ip  the  execution  of  hisoJficc,  audbasthekey 
of  government  tp  open  or  fluit  without  contmut.  He  opens  an  jd&Suat  door 
for  hit  word  to  have  free  courfe^and  be  'glorified  l  and  take*  favourable  ntK 
lice  of  the  loweft  degrees  of  fpi ritual  .ftreogth  in  true  believero^  and  of  their  j£ed- 
ftft  adherence  to  the  truths  t>f  the  gofpeb.  with  patience  under  *att  tribulations 
for  his  fake  :  He  wftt,bring atlthc cmi&mes of  Satan  into  fpjjjedhra  to  them, 
will  keep  them  in  'efrery  hour  of  temptation,  that  they  mayperfevefe  in  the 
faith,  profeflion  and  honnefs  of  the  gofpeH  and  hold  fotf  what  they  have  attain¬ 
ed  to,  that  none  may  deprive  them  of  the  honours  of  their  crown  ;  and  he  will 
foon  come  to  own  them  in  the  prdevee  of  hit  Father  and  of  the  holy  angth, 
and  to  fix  their  abodes  in  . the  heavenly  Jenifalem,  a a  citizens  that  have  the 
name  of  their  God  and  SAvfonr  upon  them,  a  moft  excellent  name,  anfwerable 
tp  the  efcmal  record  of  their  names  in  the  book  of  life,'  which  flialt  never  be 
Kloried  out ;  and  they  ihall  be  deemed  worthy  to  fhine  in  -  prieitly  ind^  royat 
robes  of  ■  light  and  glory,  and  ftiall  ftt  with  their  head  and  .Saviour  on  his  hea¬ 
venly  throne  -^Rut  how  dreadful  is  the  cafe  of  formal  and  hypocritical,  Cool  and 
indolent -profeifgrs  !  thrift  is  fully  acquainted  with,  and  .xefcnts  all  the  fecret 
trenchery  ami  intfiflferenee  of  their  hearts;  and,  unlefi  cured  by  his  grace,  will 
cMft  them  oiT  with  abhorrence,  and  come  tiport  them  to  their  terrible  ftirprjJe* 
like  a  thief  in  the  night,  before’ they  are  aware  :  But,  in  the  meanwhile,  how 
jtAnnifl i ing  and  endearing  are  Ms  patience,  condcfcenfion  and  mercy,  even  to 
filch  as  thefef  He  calls'; them  to ,feriops reflection  mul  repentance ;  counfela 
them  to  come  by  faith  to  hiio,  that  .he  may  inrich  them  with  his  precious  gift* 
and  graces ;  may  adorn  them  with  his  glorious  robe  of  rightenufoefe ;  and  may 
bring  them  oot  of  darirngfe  into  marvellous  light :  His  very  rebukes  ami  chat* 
tifrinents  are  defighed  and  btefled,  for  this  purpo fe,  to~  thote  whom  he  loves: 
and  be  grocionOy  waits,  in  the  miniftrariona  of  his  word  and  motions  of  bis  Spi¬ 
rit,  to  gain  admiffiouipto  their  hearts,  and  to  entourage  their  opening  to  him, 
promifes  that  be  will  thereupon  main  fcft  F his  love  to  them,  and  hold  delightful 
communion  with  them*  which  fhall  bejetn  in  this  world,  and  be  pftfeftrd  in 
heaven*  May  we  fir ve rally  confidrr  bowl*far,  either  thefe  comfortable,  or. ter¬ 
rible  thing'*  hdong  to  us  I  And  may  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  fpeaks  them  in  hit 
word,  fpeak  them  to  laving  purpofc  in  our  lieam  * 


* 
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The  apoflte  having  fnifbed  the  e pi j! clary  part  of  his  revelation  rotating 
to  the  then  preftnt  and  near  approaching  Jlate  of  the  [even  churches 
of  Afttiy  proceeds  to,  open  the  prophetic  feene ,  which  war  reprefented 
to  him  in  another  vifit>ni  relating  to  the  more  general  affairs  of  the 
church  for  times  to  come  to  the  end  of  the  world  \  and  as  he  intro - 
dttces  the  former  with  his  vijion  of  Ghrifl*  (chap*  j-}  he  introduces 
this  with  his  v  if  ion  of  God  the  Creator^  as  on  his  glorious  throne* 
fvrrounded  with  a  heavenly  hoft ,  which  he  ftw  under  the  embfems  of 
twenty  foar  elder:  %  and  four  leaving  creatures ,  r —f*and  with  their 
and  the  holy  angels  fongs  which' be  bear  dp  It- — f  i* 


I,  after 
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2  And  imme¬ 
diately  I  was  in 
the  fpiriti  and 
behold  ji  throne 
W«  fet  in  hea¬ 
ven,*  and  pntfat 
m  the  throne* 


J  And  he  that 
fat-,  vv  to  look 
npoa  like  a  jaf~ 
per,  and  a  far- 
dine  front:  and 
there  w^araio* 
bow  round  a- 
toiuthcihrone, 

in  tight  likena- 

to  ft&cmcrUd* 


Fariphiui. 
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i.  A  PT.ER  having  been  led  into  the  foregoing  vi- 

ii  fron,  and  received  the  directions,  which  X  was 
to  fend  to  the  feven  churches  of  A&a,  1  was  favoured 
with  another  vifioriar y  representation  of  an  opening  in¬ 
to  heaven,  (fee  the  note  cm  Afls  vii.  55.  56.}  that  I 

might  obferre  what  pafffd  there.  And  the  firft  voice, 
which  was-  now  dire  fled  to  me  from  the  Lord  Jefasra3 
in  the  former  vifion,  (chap.  i.  }  o.  11)  was,  for  its  fo- 
lemnity  andloudncfs  like  the  found  of  a  trumpet,  after 
the  manner  of  that,  which  was  heard  at  the  delivering 
of  the  law  on  mount  Sinai.  This  voioe  of  Chrift  order* 
ed  me  to  draw  near  and  come  up  to  him',  and  fajd,  f 
will  reveal  to  you  the  operations  of  Providence  relating 
to  my  church  and  its  enemies,  which  fhalt  take  place 
hereafter,  and  a  regular  fuceeffion  of  events,  to  the  con* 
fummarion  of  all  things. 

Z.  And  prefendy  thereupon  l  again,  as  before,  (chap; 
i;  10,)!  fell  in  to- a  holy  rapture,  or  fupernatura]  tatacy, 
Hke  thofeof  the  apoftfes  Peter  and  Paul,  (Afls  x.  10.  II. 
and  7  Cor.  xii.  2.3,  fee  the  note  there,}  under  the  iris* 
mediate  illumination  ahdcondufl  of  the  Spirit  of  pro- 
■  phecy  ;  and  as  the  prophets  l&iah,  Ezekiel  and  Daniel, 
faw  in  their  vifion  s  a  reprefentation  of. the  I*ord,  as  fit¬ 
ting  upon  a  throne ,  high  and  lifted  up  „■  or  faw  the  like* 
nefs  of  a  throne ,  as  a  fiery  flame  y  on  which  the  Ancient 
of  Days  fat  j  (Ifa.  yi.  t  Ezek,  x.  ii  and  Dan.  vii.  9.}  fo 
the  prophetic  vifion  clearly  exhibited  to  my  fight  a  ma* 
jeflic,  awful  and  glorious  throne,  eft 3 bit  (bed  and 
exalted  in  heaven  }•  and  I  faw  an  emblem  of  the  Cre¬ 
ator  and  Governor  of  the  world,  (ver.  1  t.)as  feated  with 
auguft  iHajeftyand' grandeur,  not  in  human  form,  but  in 
an  illultrious  fymbolical'  appearance  upon  his  imperial! 

throne,  whofe  kingdom  ruhs  ever  all-  ( Pf.  citk  19,) 

3-  And  he  who  appeared  in  this  emblem,  as  fining: 
upon  the  throne,  (biped  with  a  viftble  radiant  lufltre,  line 
that  of  fparkling  precious  ilones,  fuch-as  the  molt  brill  i* 
am  of  thofe  which  were  in  the  high  priefl's  bread- ptate, 
(Exod.  xxviii.  ry— 20.)  and'  are  reprefeuted  as  placed  in 
the  foundation  pf  the  New  Jer-ufalem  ;  (Rev.  xxi.  I  if* 
20.)  as  parti eularly, his  glorious  appearance  was  like  the 
fplendid  tran (parent  colour  of  the  jafper,  which,  being 
of  a  glittering  white,  with  an  intermixture  of  beautiful 
colours, may  be  considered  as  a  fymbol  of  God’s  purity, 
together  with  various  other  perfections  that  are  difplay- 
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ed  in  all  bit  difpenfations,  snd  of  his  gracious  regajd  to 
bis  people.  The  appearance  was  aJfo  like  the  blood 
colour  of  this  fardine  ftonr,  which  may  be  conGdered 
as  an  emblem  of  God's  juftke  and  fiery  indignation  ar- 
gain  ft  hie  enemies  *  :  and  there  was  a  further  reprefen* 
tation  of  a  rdplendent  rainbow,  like  a  glorious  arch  o- 
ver  the  throne,  enlivened  with  a  nail  ■beautiful  green, 
like  that  of'the  emerald,  to  be  the  token  of  God's  on* 
changeable  faithfulnefe  to  hie  covenant  of  grace  and 
peace,  according  to  his  own  declaration  of  bis  defign, 
in  giving  that  emblem  of  his  mercy,  not  to  drown  all 
the  earth  any  more;  {Gen.  lx.  13.  &e.)  The  whole  ap* 
pearance  was  inexprellibly  majeftic,  awful,  grand,  and 

.  glorious.  ' 

bout thetbroM  4*  round  about  this  imperial  throne,  I.faw-tbe- 
■wtrt  fw  sod  appearance  of  four  and  twenty  lefier  thrones,  f  on' 

P  3  which 

■ 

NOTES, 

*  If  anything  cuiMcirutical  be  in*  thervrij  of  judging  in  fo  dubious  a  caft/ 
fended  by  the  colours  of  thefe  ft  ones,  it  fetus  to  me  that  theft  four  and  t won- 
fa*  is  twoft  generally  tbuught^  and  far  ty  elders  art  to  be  coufidercd  as  rep  re- 
«i^ght  I  know  there  may)  the  i dots  given  ftotatives  of  the  whole  body  of  the 
if)  (be  paraphrafe  appear  as  likely  church*  rather  than  /as  fbrac  have' 
me  u  any  others,  Vo  aufwcr.  that  iDtcn-  ih  r*ught)  ofits  minifters  or  p&ftorMrhicit 
(ion,  But  see  may  be  more  certain  that  I  fuppnfe  are  repitfentcd  by  the  tour 
a  rainbow  is  a  iymbol.  of  God's  faithful-  be  aft  i  or  living  creatures;  {rer.  &  fte 
nrfs  in  keeping  covenant;  becaufe  he_  the  note  there.;  For  rt  does  not  appear 
bimfcLf  fa >d,  that  he  /rt  ih  bevrintbe  ■  very  probable,  chat  the  representatives 
thud  tv  be  the  tebtn  &f  hh  ret vaset,  offd  of  the  whole  body  of  the  church  Jhould 
efbh  rtmemMnj  It  (Gen,  ix  j  3—1 he  only  four,  while  thofe  of  the  mini* 
And  the  trenfccadeBtiuftreoftbls  bow  fters  arc  four  and  twenty :  And  theft  cl* 
may  intimate  iu  relation  to  a  ftlli^orc  dors  being  rcprefentcd  as  fitting  on 
excellent  covenant.  thrones,  as  the  word  rendered 

f  It  it  exceeding  difficult  to  ftlEgn  thu  fears  properly  fignifics,  and  their  ap- 
true  rcafon  of  theft. elders  being  repre*  pearing  with  crowns  on  their  heads* 
fcnted  as  twenty  four*  Among  the  ms*  (ver.  4.}  is  agreeable  to  the  common  rha* 
ny  conjectures  l  have  met  with,  or  can  racter  of  true  believers,  who  are  fpokea 
think  o£  the  molt  probable  may  be,  of  in  kriptur^  and  particularly  in  tliii 
either  that  there  is  an  dtuftii  to  the  prophetic  book,  (chap,  L  6,  ami  ii. 
t we nty  four  co urfts  of  the  priefta,  which  and  iii.  2i  .)u  kings  and  as  fitting  on 
repreftnted  the  church  of  Ifrael;  or  an  thrones,  and  crowned  as  conqueror*; 
sdiuiioti  to  the  heads  or  chiefs  of  the  aud  they  are  called  a  otic  nts  or  cidcrf*  ' 
twelve  tribes  oflfrael,  which  were  their  Jfa.  xxiv-  33.  And,  phifibly,  there  may 
rep  relent  stives  (Numb.  L  4.  5.  Ac.)  and  be  feme  allofiou  to  the  Homan  Kin  par- 
the  number  of  which  may  here  be  dim*  or,  fat  as  GiYcrcigit  upon  the  impc*' 
hied  to  fignify  the  great  Sncreale  of  the  Hat  throne,  and  b<id  kings  of  fcvcral 
cburcb.  at  con  lifting  of  Jews  and  Geu-  provinces  under  him,  who  derived  all 
tiles,  under  the  eofpeLftate,  or  that  the  their  honours  from  him  in  n  dependence 
Jcwljh  and  ChrUnan  churches  are  now  on  him,  ns  iu  an  infinitely  higher  ftnft 
uakfd  into  one;  or  the  utEufton  may  the  chnrch  docs  fbeirs,  iu  an  intlre 
pofiibly  be  to  a  periltct  aiftniMy  or  con-  dependence  upon  (he  great  God,  who 
frfbary  of  four  and  twenty  eiders  as  re-  h  chp  ablplutc  and  fupremc  Lord  over 
prefentativc;  of  the  people. — But  wlie-  alL 

diet  (ivc  take  either  of  theft,  or  any  0* 


a.  ir. 


430 


twenty  £ita< 

«nd  'upon  the 
{cits  l  fa.w'frpr 
*bd  twniy  cl* 
dcri  fitting,  cltt- 

thcd  La  white 
ralnwnt;  end 
they'll  adorn  heir 
heads  crow  as  of 


5  And  out  of 

tie  thropr  pro* 

Reeded  light- 
niugVQd  th«n- 

vwi- 

cts;  And  riw 

Tew  fc  vp  □]  am  p$ 
pf  fire  baroiag 
he  fu  r  e  e  bethrp  no 
p^kich  are  the 
Jr  Ten  Spirits  of 
Cod- 


6  And  before 
the  throne  Ay; 
iu'/jj  a  fe^or^Iafs 

likr  ttiilfl  tty* 

ilal :  And  in  the 

mklft"  of  eke 

throne,  and 

round  nbout the 

£hvonrc,  v;(f 

four  beaft^  full 
_  ■ 

of  eyes  1‘eCorc 
and  behind* 


TSe  Ri  rn  atom  farafhxajei* 

which  there  fat  four  and  twenty  ciders  as  reprefenta* 
tives  of  the  whole  church  of  the  Old  atid  New  Tefta- 
meut-  Thefe  appeared  a*  clothed  With  pure  and  illti- 
ftrious  robes,  becoming  their  dignity,  as  emblematical 
both  of  the  fpotleft  rightcoufne6  of  juftification,  and  of 
fanctification,  arid  of  their  being,  a  royal  pried  hood,  (1 
Pet*  ii*  9.}  or  kings,  as  well  as  pfiefts  to  their  God, 
(Key.  i.  6-  and.j*  to*}  that  hold  their  dignities  under 
him,  and  pay  homage  to  him ;  and  they  accordingly 
appeared  round  his  throne  with  crowns  of  life  atifl  g*p* 
ry,  like  thefe  of  (he  moft  precious  raatfy  gold,  upon 
their  beads,  agreeable  to  Chaffs  promife  to  them  that 
are  faithful  unto  death;  (chap;  ii,  10.} 

c.  And  I  faw  and  heard  the  moft  awful  and  terrible 

j  -  _  ,  p  j  *  l 

fiafbes  of  light rung*  attended  with  loud  f racks  and  rum¬ 
blings  of  thunder,  and  fclemn  voices  proceeding  from 
the  imperial  throne,  like  what'  was  feen  and  heard  at 
the  promulgation  of  the  law  on  mount  Sinai,  in  token 
of  the  p  re  fence  of  tbe  Lord  there,  and  of  his  dreadful 
wrath  again  ft  the  tranfgreffbrs  of  that  law.  (fuod.  lit. 
16 — 1 8*}  And  as  feyen  J&mps  yvere  continually  burn¬ 
ing  before  the  Lord  in  the  tabernacle,  (Lev.  ixiv,  a— ^ 
4*)  I  faw  an  appearance  before  the  throne  of  feyen  light¬ 
ed  lamps  burning  in'  full  ftrengttr  and  luilre,  as  em¬ 
blems  of  the  variety  and  perfection  of  the  gifts  and  gra¬ 
ces  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  which  he  diftributes  for  eu- 
lightning,  purify  mg  and  warming  (he  fouls  pf  his  mi* 
niftefs  and  churches,  by  dividing  to  every  one  feveraHy 
as  he  will.  {1  for.  ?U.  u*  fee  the  paraph  rate  op  chap. 
I#  4-) 

6.  And  before  the  thrope,  anfwerabJe  to  the  Isner  or 
great  vcfl'el  of  brafs  in  th;  tabernacle  and  temple,  which 
for  its  largencfs  was  called  the  pa  often  fra/  (KxptLxu. 
tS.  19.  and  1  Kings  vii*  23.)  for  the  prisfts  to  wafli  iri 
when  they  went  into  rhe  fan&uary  of  the  Lord,  f  faw  * 
bright  and  Ibining  fea  of  glafj,  pure  and  fpotlefc,  a^dcar 
as  rhryftal,  which  may  oe  confide  red  as  a  fit  emblem 
pf  bfacd  of  Chrijt,  which  ckanfn  from  $tl  Jin,  and  jq 
which  aft  true  wotftuppers  muft  be  walhedfrom  tbcic 
iniquities.  And  near  the  imperial  tWone,  and  in  the 
in  Edit  of  jts  circuit,  as  furrotmded  with  the  four  and 
twenty  cldersj  or  repreleruatiyes  of  the  church,  (yer-  4*) 
1 1  beheld  the  form  of  fop f  diving  creatures,  as  retire* 


N  O 

't  *Thrfcur  living  creatures.  As  the 

yord  (^*1  fipmiVs,  ought  to  be  lb 

f  emit rc<il,  as  5)]  t^c£.  i.  *.  rather  than 
which  canuofc  agree  lo  the  third 

.1..  .  .  .1  .  ^  ■ 


Tentative  a 

T  *  ■ 

apd  fourth  of  them'*  ope  of  which  had 
a 'free  asi  a  man;  and' the  other  wat 
likeSr  flyfng*sgfc:  (w:?,)  The  Learned 
Mr  Jofcph  Mode,  Mr  VVhifloii,  au<l 


4.  M 


Ch.  fir,  74rf.ll imiTioH  psr&pbnfii.  *31 
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femwives  of  the  mioifien  of  the  gofpel,  and  placed  be* 
tween  God  and  them;  and  to  intimate  their  being 
fuJEcieotly  qualified,  though  few  in  number,  for  the 
di (charge  of  their  office,  they  were  represented  as  ha¬ 
ving  abundance-of  eyes,  feme  in  their  lore  parrt  looting 
toward  the  throne*  to  receive  and  obferve  divine  orders 
and  influences  from  thence,  and  others  io  their  hin¬ 
der 


N  O 

Sir Haac Newton, .with other**  fuppofe 
that  thefe  'four  living  creatures  are  a 
reprvfcntation  of  the  whole  body  of  the 
church,  or  private  Chri&iaos,  in  allu* 
fion  to  the  whole  army  or  body  of  the 
Ifraelitei  encamping  with  their  ftand- 
ards,  that  bore  the  figures  of  a  lion*  an 
ox,  a  man,  and  an  eagle  about  the  ta¬ 
bernacle  in  the  wilderncfs*  But  Mr 
Lewnun  has  well  obferved  that,  as 
there  is  no  hint  in  Scripture,  or  any  an- 
tient  writers,  of  fuch  ftandards  in  the 
camp  of  Ifrael,  fo  there  is  no  evidence 
ofttto  be  depended  upon  from  later 
Jewiih  writings  ;  and  that  it  is  very 
unlikely  that  Mofet  fliould  make  any 
fuch  images,  left  Ifrad  (hould  be  temp¬ 
ted  to  idolatry,  for  which  they  had  fo 
lately  fuffered,  and  to  which  they  were 
fo  very  prone*  (Vid.  alfe  to  the  lame 
purpofe,  Wit*.  AEgyptiaca,  pag*  r 6} 
163.)  He  therefore  fuppo&s,  with 
feme  others,  that  the  aHuhoa  is  more 
probably  to  the  Seraphim  and  Cheru¬ 
bim  in  Ifaiah’s  and  £zdcid*s  vifions, 
Ifti.  vi,  1*  s*  and  Exck*  chap.  x.  and  that 
thefe  four  living  creatures  were  repre- 
fentative*  of  the  holy  angels*  (See  his 
note  oq  this  verfe*)— But  it  may  be 
matter  of  fome  doubt,  whether  the  ft- 
raphim  and  cbembim,  which  were  em¬ 
blems  of  (bme  intelligent  agents,  were 
t^e  reprvfentarivea  of  angels  ;  or,  on 
tup  politico  of  their  being  fo,  whether 
it  were  any  farther,  than  as  angels  are 
emblem  a  deal  of  rainiftcrs,  or  <>r  feme 
eminent  inltmments  of  Providence  ; 
For  in  the  prophetic  vifions  of  this  book, 
atigds  are  fpoketi  of  as  pouring  out  the 
feven  vials  of  judgements,  which  were 
to  be  executed  by  men.  However, 
feeh  things  are  laid  of  thefe  four  living 
creatures,  as  iorbid  my  underftaoding 
them  to  be  the  reprefe  matures  of  the 
holy  angels;  for  both  they  and  the 
twenty-tout  elders  are  brought  in  as 
falling  down  before  the  la  ml  v  with  gol¬ 
den  vials  full  of  odours,  which  are  the 

l 


T  E. 

prayers  of  faints ;  And  is  joining  with 
the  eldm,  .and  leading  their  wnrflup 
ill'  a  fong  of  praife  to  him  that  fat  upon 
the  throne ;  (ver  9*  10.)  and  fO  the 
Lamb,  faying.  Thou  waft  (lain  and  halt 
redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood,  out 
of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  peo¬ 
ple,  and  nation ;  and  haft  nude  us  un¬ 
to  our  God  kings  and  priefts;  .an<l  we 
ftiall  reign  on  the  earth,  chap.  v!8— id.) 
which  ftirdy  the  angels  cannot  fay*  con¬ 
cerning  themfelvea.  And  then,  in  the 
very  next  verfes,  n— t  j.  and  chap,  vii- 
XI-  is.  the  angels  are  diftingoilhedfironh 
the  living  creatures  and  the  elders,  and 
are  fpoken  of  as  joining  with  them  ift 
other  fangs  of  praife,  t6  God  and  the 
Lamb,  for  things  in  which  they  were 
one  way  or  other  concerned.  And 
therefore,  evert  admitting  that  here  is 

an  all  u  lion  to  Haiah’s  add  EackieFsTe- 
raphim  and  cherubim,  (though  It  be 
with  fome  difference,  as  every  one  of 
the  Cherubim  had  (bur  faces)  l  never- 
th clefs  rather  iodine,  with  other  ex- 
pofitnrs,  to  imderftand  the  four  living 
creatures,  as  reprefematives  of  the  mi- 
nifters  of  the  gbfpel,  who  are  fent  to 
preach  it  in  the  four  comers  of  the 
earth,  iq  diftin&ion  from  the  body  of 
the  church,  or  private  Chriftians,  which 
.  feera  to  be  reprefented  by  the  tour  amt 
twenty  elders  :  (Sec  the  note  on  vers*) 
For  if  the  cherubim  were  reprefenta- 
tires  of  angels  in  feme  view  of  them  ; 
yet  the  minifters  or  pa  flora  of  churches 
had  been  called  aegeh,  Rev.  i,  so*  and 
chap*  it-  iih  and  as  far  as  I  find,  ail  that 
is  (aid  in  this  book  of  prophecy,  about 
the  four  living  creaturen,  is  fairly  ap¬ 
plicable  to  mintfters:  And  this  natu¬ 
rally  accounts  tor  the  honour  of  their 
being  here  reprefented  as  nearer  the 
throne  than  the  twenty-four  elders  ; 
fince  they,  by  then  office,  ftand  be- 
tween  God  and  the  people  in  their  ho¬ 
ly  cmdftraLions- 
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The  Revelation  fata f  hr  a  fed. 


Cb.  tr. 


.7  Andthefirft 
beaft  TvtJS  Ilk*  a 
iiuu,  and  tUc  fc* 
cond  bnft  Jik« 
a.  falt\  and  the 
third  beait  bad 
a  face  bj  a  man, 

and  the  fourth 
hcad  iia/  like  a 
Jlyiog' rapla. 


8  And  r  he  foiir 

(icaih  had  each 

ofeherafix  wing* 
about  him,  and 
thfj  wr^  full  of 
oyci  within  j 
and  thty  rfft 
not  day  and 

night,  faying 
Holy,  ho]yTho]yf 
Lord  God  al- 
mighty;  Which 
w«,  and  ii,  sod 
f*  to  tom*. 


$  *!**  when 

%  ho  fcbca  ftjt  gn  vi 
glory*  and  '  ho- 

if  fHus  a  mi  th  a  b  lu 

fp  him  tiiac  fat 


dcr  part,  looking  with  tender  and  watchful  care  over 
the  it  ate  and  circumftanceB  of  the  church*  to  feed  them 
with  knowledge  and  underltanding,  as  paftors  after 
God’*  own  heart.  (Jet*  ui.  ' 

7*  And  the  firft  of.  thefe  bring  creatures*  which  1 
fciw,  was  reprefen ted  with  a  face  like  a  lion*  to  figniff 
undaunted  bo  I  dn  eft  and  courage  }  and  the  fecond  living 
creature’s  face  was  like  that  of  a  calf  or  ox*  (lizek-  i* 
10-)  to  Ggnify  patience  and  fitnefs  for  labour  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord  i  and  the  third  living  creature  ap¬ 
peared  with  a  face  of  human  form,  tp  ligtiify  wifdom, 
prudence  and  compafiton  i  and  the  fourth  jiving  crea¬ 
ture  bad  an  appearance  like  the  face  of  an  eagle,  which 
has  a  piercing  eye,  fpars  aloft,  and  is  fwift  in  flight, 
to  Ggnify  penetration  of  mind  into  the  great  myfteriefi 
of  the  go  (pel,  and  fublipic  fentiments  and  devotion, 
together  with  eminent  yeal,  aftivity,  and  rigour  in 
the  fervipc  of  God. 

3*  And  every  one  of  thefe  Jiving  creatures  was  re- 
prcfpnrcd,  as  with  a  furniture  of  fix  wings  round  about 
him,  a$  the  ferapjrini  were  in  Ifciah’a  rifion.  (chap.  ri. 
?.)  The  ufc  of  which  is  there  faid  to  bp,  to  cpver  his 
face  with  two  of  them,  in  token  of  humility  and*  reve¬ 
rence:  to  cover  his-  feet  with  two  others,  in  token  of 

f  f  l  i  ^  i  * 

rcadi  n  els  and  diligence  for  executing  divine  comm  if- 
lions  i  and  with  the  other  t\vo  lie  flew,  to  intimate  his 
alacrity  and  expedition  therein;  And  they  ail  appeared 
in  my  rifion  as  full  of  eyes,  turning  inward  lo  look 
well  to  their  own  hearts,  and  attend  to  the  illumina¬ 
tions  pf  God's  word  and  Spirit  for  directing  them  in  the 
difeharge  pf  their  office  ;  And  they,  like  the  feraphiin 
that  appeared  to  lfmh,  (chap*  vi,  3,)  are  continually 
employed  in  their  holy  miniftrattORS,  and  in  folcmn  a- 
dorations,  faying,  with  the  profeundeft  reverence  and 
facred  wonder,  m  a  rhree-fold  acclamation  and  atrip- 
(ion  pf  glory  to  the  Father*  Son,  and  Spirit,  as  three 
perfons  but  one  God,  holy,  holy,  holy,  unfpottedly, 
infinitely,  eflentialiy,  and  communicarivcly  holy  is  the 
Lord  Jehovah,  the  Almighty  God,  who  from  evcrlafl>. 
Jng  ro  eyerlafting  always  was,  is,  and  will  he  unchange¬ 
ably  the  fame  *  and  is  the  creator,  preferfer,  .governor 
and  difpof^r  of  all  things,*  at  their  fir  ft  cayfe  and  ulti¬ 
mate  end  ;  they  all  beipg  of  him,  through  him,  audio 
trim,  to  whom  he  glory 'for  c*er,  Amtq>  [Rom.iL  36.) 

y.  And  when  thefe  living  creatures,  the  rqprefenta* 
tivts  of  Chrift’s  piiniflnng  fervants,  are  thus  engaged 
in  foiemn  afcripiions  of  the  higheft  glory,  and  of  all  di¬ 
vine  honours  aqd  thankful  acknowledgements  to  the 

I  t  ■  I  W  -■  1  •  J  ■  ■  ■*■  ■  ■  1  ■  1  1  ,  -  m  rl  m.  m  ■+  -r  L 
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ChfV*  Tb*  R  nv  B  L  iTtos  farafbr&ftd* 


on  the  throne, 
vmiu  liveth  for 
cveraud  cwr, 


jo  Thr  four 

and  twenty  *\+ 
iters  fail  down 
before  him  that 

J  at  (Hi  the  throne, 

ondworliuphsm 
that  lircth  tor 
ever  and  ever, 
amt  edit  tUejr 

civrvvnjf  before 

the  throne  fay- 


n  Thou  art 

iroi  thviO  Lord, 
to  rereWc  £»«ry. 
ail*1,  honour*  a  od 
power  -  for  thou 
halt  created  M 
and  for 
%hy  pteafnre 

they  are,  and 

Tcro-ere&ted 


great  God,  who,  as  per  foliated  by  the  Father,  (fee  the 
note  on  chap*  l  4,)  appeared  in  emblems  of  awful  and 
illuftrious  majefty,  as  tested  on  the  imperial  throne  ; 
(ver.  a.  3-}  and  is  the  immortal,  the  only  ever  living 
and  true  God* 

itte  1 1-  The  four  and  twenty  elders,  the  reprefen ti* 
fives  of  the  church,  joining  in  cheerful  coucert  with 
their  m millers  who  led  the  fong,  (ver.  9.)  bowed  down 
in  low  proftration,  and  with  humble  adoration,  beforw 
thdr  Maker,  who  was  reprefented  as  fitting  on  tho 
throne,  and  paid  their  folemn  homage  in  worfliipping 
him  who  only  has  immortality,  without  beginning  of 
days  or  end  of  years :  and,  taking  off  their  glorious 
crowns  from  their  heads,  they  lay  them  down  at  the 
foot  of  the  throne,  as  deeply  fenfihle  of  their  own  jut* 
ter  unworthinefs  to  wear  fiich  royal  honour*  in  his  pre- 
fence,  and  of  their  receiving  and*  holding  them  merely 
by  his  free  favour:  In  humble  acknowledgement  of 
which  they  laid.  Thou,  O  Lord,  and  thou  alone,  art 
infinitely  worthy,  that  the  moll  exalted  aferipuons  of 
glory,  and  honour,  and  power  fhouldbe  paid  to  thee; 
For  thocr  art  the  great  Creator  of  all  things  in  heaven 
and  earth  \  and  it  h  by  thy  fovercign  effective  will  and 
pleafure,  and  for  thine  own  glory,  who  haft  made  all 
things  for  thyfclf,  (Prov.  xvi,  4.)  that  they  (till  fubfift, 
and  are  wifely  difpofed  of,  as  fee  ms  good  in  thy  fight, 
as  well  as  that  ibey~at  firft  were  brought  forth  out  of 
nothing  into  being  by  the  almighty  word  of  (hy  fovc~ 
reign' command  r 


RECOHECTIOW& 

How  ddigbtfal  is  the  thought  that  a  door  or  .itwft  is  opened  into  hca* 
yen  iilWf,  through  the  blood  of  tf;e  Rjedecrper*  to  all  that  are  walhcd  in  it! 
They  ttuv  enter  by  faith,  under  the  Spirit1*  guidance  and  influence,  into  that 
holy  place  while  they  are  here,  till  they  ftistl  be  admitted  to  immediate  rifion 
hereafter-  With  what  awful  majefty  and  grandeur*  covenHiit  FaithFulnels  to  hla 
people,  aud  terror  to  his  enemies,  together  with  alt  adorable  excellencies  doth 
the  great  God  appear*  as  on  bis  high  imperial  throne!  And  how  furpriling  arc 
the  honours  oF’ccteft^al  thtoncs  and  crowns*  which  ids  fervants  and  people 
flijll  be  advanced  to  in  his  bfrfsful 'pretence,  as  (mToundlng  his  throne  of  glo¬ 
ry*  and  paying’ their  folemn  homage  to  him  with  f lie  pvotbuiwk  lt  nrvercticel 
how  courageous,  diligent,  and  hbdrinri?,,  prurient,  viligant,  aftive  and  cheer¬ 
ful?  expeditious  Arnold  the  feryants  uf  Cbrifi  be  in  executing  their  com  mi  (lion, 
under  the  Mlnminatioii  aod  affiftancc  of  his  Spirit,  in  all- the  variety  of  gifts 
and  gper?  that  lie  diSxibaUH  to  them  !  With 'what  Inijnl^c  adoration,  and 
il ifja unit ^nf  merit  JbouUf  believer*  up pear  before  the  throne  of  God,  as  calling 
rheir  rrowns  apd  proftratingF  tteemfelvcj  at  his  feel,  and  aferibing  the  higheft 
honour*  glory,  bldfing  and  power  to  the  facred  Three  in  One*  as  all  thing* 
were  created,  and  art  prelcrycd  and  governed  by*  andTor  him,  that  he  may 
be  glorified  for  ever  and  ever  !  And  what  snftrutftfve  emblems  are  uU  theft, 
of  what  the  mmifters  and  churchy  of  Chrift  ought  to' be,  and  do  on  earth* 
till  they  get  to  :  heaven,  and  join  the  general  aiTembly  and  church  of  the 
irlb  born  iu  their  cLtrual  hall  did  a  hi  J 

Gsli  A  P* 
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CHAP.  V. 


Jn  a  following  part  of  the  Apofile*t  vi/ion,  be  f#w  in  the  right  band  f 
God  a  boot  of  divine  decreet ,  which  w at  fealed  with /even  fealsjtr 
.  fecrecjt  could  be  opened  by  none  but  Ghrifi ,  x — j.  He%  appear¬ 
ing  under  the  emblem  if  a  Lamb  in  the  midft  of_  the  throne ,  took  the 
book  to  open  it,  6.  7.  Upon  •which  the  four  living  ereaturei  and  four 
mid  twenty  elders  afcribe  all  honour  to  him  for  undertaking  tbit  diffi¬ 
cult  work,  and  for  redeeming  them  to  God  by  bit  blood ,  and  making 
them  kingt  and  priefis  to  him,  8- — 10.  And  an  innumerable  com¬ 
pany  if  angels  join  juitb  them  in  another fang  if  praife  to  God  and 
the  Lamb,  11 — 14. 


AH4 1  bw  in 

the  right 
thit 

fat  pa 

»  book  written 
with  to  and  on 
tk  btckfidei 

{baled  oith  fr* 


1.  A  ND  I  further  few  io  my  villon  of  God,  vbo  £it 
il  on  the  imperial  throne,  the  appearance  of  a  book 
or  roll,  which,  methought,  he  held,  as  it  were*  in  his 
right  hand,  to  intimate  that  he  would'maintain  and  ex¬ 
ecute  its  contents.  This  book  was  full  of  written  re¬ 
cords,  as  1  afterwards  under  Apod,  relating  00  fucb  im¬ 
portant  events,  concerning  the  church  and  the  Roman 
empire,  and  even  the  whde  world,  as  God  had  deter¬ 
mined  to  briog  to  pafs  in  their  order  1  and  it  wasjealed 
with  feven  feals,  *  according  to  the  /even  principal  parts 
contained  in  it,  qne  on  the  otitfide  of  each  to  prevent 
its  being  looked  into  and  read,  till  they  in  their  order 
(hould  beopenedj  (lb  axis.  11.)  thereby  intimating 
that  God's  purpofes,  which  are- as  certainly  recorded  in 
his  own  eternal  mind  as  if  they  had  been  wrote  down 
in  a  hook,  are  as  much  concealed  from  the  knowledge 
of  all  creatures  till  God  (ball  pleat  to  reveal  them,  aa 

the 


*  TV  moft  rommeA  book*  of  the  an* 
-tlcnti  vert  not  like  OQrt»  chat  eonfiffc  of 
many  1 rave*  bound  together;  btu  were 
Volumes,  or  long  piocei  of  parcbment. 
That  were  rolled  upon  a  round  ftick,  ip 
Ilk*  meaner  at  tilk*  or  ft  lift  often  are  in 
■out  days-  Tbi*  book  of  prophecy* 
w  hick  ,  according  to  our  X  ran  Hatton ,  w  it 
written  tmliin  and  on  the  backirde, 
Xhialitby  a  little  alteration  of  the  point* 
Jng  be  read,  written  within,  and  fceled 
on  the  backfide,. or  without,  ftfoSid  ar 
Jhevtiufr  and  teveral  other  copica  read 
7  it-  prifrfrhot*  and  HUb  id  loc-)  And* 
jtirtimaK-to  Urol  tot,  the  word*  fealed 

vjrtfltdfcvefl  teal*  are  a  prrfepfi*;  and  are 
t*  b*  ioderltond,  dot  a*  though  the  A- 
;  podk  few  them  all  on  the  ontlidc ;  but 
there  were  frven  vnln me*  wrapt  upon* 

within  another,  each  wbtfh  wwfcat1 


t  z. 

cd;  fo  that  upon  opening  and  unrolling 
thofirft,  the  fccond  appeared  to  be  fraU 
ad  up*  till  that  war  opened,  and  ft  on 
to  the  f*vemh>*—Acid  tht*  team*  do  be 
countenanced  by  the  opening  of  the 
leal*,  one.  after  a  aether,  in  the  next 
chapter  1  For  in  cafe  all  the  feven  Teal* 
had  been  on  the  out£de,  none  of  the 
-Volume*  could  have  been  read  tilt  all 
the  fcafo  were  looted ;  whereas,  upon 
peniag  of  every  leal,  the  uert  rime  in 
conrfe  to  be  opened  too.  And  Pared*, 
after  Others,  conceived  that  though  ihi» 
book  wee  only  vifiorial;  yet  it  U  to  be 
UQderffaod  u  the  emblem  of  this  book 
of  H.6 relation  ittel£  ib  which  thrift 
wu*  pleated  to  reveal  firchrthing*  to 
John,  as  ho  afterward*  coAmiued  to 
wj-iung  for  the  ufr  of  the  chmch- 


* 
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m  ?  *  -J 

rtf'K  t'tv  t  i  tie  li  pArapnrdfii. 


2  \ud  t  fw  * 

(trttttg^Elgftpr&c 
ftaiqtfflg  1# ifft  A 
ii»ud  voi^tvVPbo 
is  «grtby  TQ  •* 
pen  tt>C  bft**k# 
arid  to  loofe  the 
icaij  thereof? 


3  A  n J  oo  fiuji 
fn  beaten,  "nor 

jo  tarfK;nf  rthee 
under  (h?  earths 
uai  able  to  o* 
pen  the  LoaIc, 
^either  To  l00& 

I  P 

thereto* 


4  And  f  vrepT 

jriuch  becanfe 

no  man  was 
found  worthy  to 
open,  andt^rcad 
the  hook#  nei¬ 
ther  to  look 
thereon* 


5  AnjJ  one  of 
h£  elders  fa3ch 
m*  me,  Weep 
igt  :  bebald  tU 

^  ifik J  t  ^  ■, 

.ionof  the  tt 

fjiidi^tlle  root 
f  iJsLvid/  hath 
re  yd  tied  ol 
cn  i he  book, 
m\  to  Lqofe  the 

■e- 


p*V 

I  0 


tl)£  of  tty  book  can  be,  that  rsdofeJy  fealed  up 

With  €ver  fo  rtiarrj  feds  to  keep  it  feciiie  and  fecrct  till 
h  is  opened', 

2;  And  I  faW  a  mighty  angel,  landing  forth  and 

cryuig  oixt  With  J  ftrong  aAd  earrtclt  voice,  in  a  way 
of  procbrffnrribi^  and'  challenge  fa  thpwhqle  creation, 
is  there  any  qfnr  of  you  ail  that  is'  fiiffickntly  qualified, 
or  has  wbrthr  and  dignity  enough  ttf  uYifold  the  content* 
of  this  book,  and  break  open  the  fealfc  that  are  fet  upon 
it,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  uuderlland  dtitf  make  known  the 
fccrec  purpofes  of  God  with  refpetl:  to  hie  dilpenGi- 
tiobsy  iffmeh  art  to  be  fulfilled  in  their  proper  time  and 
courfe  ? 

■  ij-  p 

3.  And  done  (,/♦*)  id  the  whole  commie  of  created 
beings,  fto  angel  iff.  heaven,  nor  any'  creafure—lmnjj 
upon  earth,  ftor  any  departed  fpiriCof  tbermOft  famoutp 
patriarchs;  prophets,  or  apqfttes,  whofe  bodies  are  laid 
uiider  die  earth,  Iras  capable,  of  deemed  fit  and  worthy 
of  the  horfoaf  of  penetrating  into  the  fecrets  of  God’* 
counftls,  pf  of  fo  mtith  as;  looking,  into  them  todifwm 
any  thing  pf  .them;  as  was  ftgnified  .by  there  being  qq 
one;  found  adfipUg  them,  all  that  could  open  this,  feated 
book',  .of  loofc  into  i  fingie  line  of  it ;  but  they  all  ftood 
fitent  arid  aghaft,  as'  being  confcious  t6  thcfnfelves  of 
utter  infuffitieoey  for  ft.  '. 

$.  And  as  I  apprehended  that  things  of  Taft  confe- 
quence  ivcfe  included  in  this  book  6f  divine  decrees,  ref¬ 
lating  to  .  future  events,  which  )  hoped  and  carncfUy 
deli  red  might  by  fopne  means  of'  other  be  revealed  to 
jne,  1  was  exceedingly  grieved  and  bur  ft  out  into 
.  .floods  pf  teats,  becaUfe,  in.  anfwer  to  this  univerfal  fum* 
mons,  rib  creatufe  couid  he  found  equal  to  this  arduous 
tafk  of  difeovering  the  feeret  deiigns  of  Providence,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  church  in  this  world,  till  it  (hall  be  giori-. 
lied'  in  a  better,  as  Was  Jignifled  by  there  being  none 
in'  the.  w bole  creation  that  could  loofeii  the  feals,  and 
dead  this  efnhleitwtical  book,  pr  get  the  leaft  infight 
jnto  its  records,  tljat  he  might  reveal  them. 

5;  And  while  tny  (pint  was  thus  troubled  within  me, 
one  of  iftye  four  and  twenty  elders,'  of  reprdentatives 
of  the  church,  fpikc  feafonably  and  comfortably  to  me, 
fa^ng,  refrain  your  eyes  frpm  tears  on  account  of  there 
heiftg  no  mere  creature  that  can  unfold  theft  fecrets ; 
..  behold  t  there  is  3  divine  periori,  the  bnIytrue.Mefljah, 
Who,  according  fo  ancient  prophecies  of  him,  as-tho 
vicarious  pttnee  off  he  tribe  of  Judah,  is,  for  ftfengtb 
and  eminence,  like  a  lion,  to  maintain  and  defend  ni$ 
property,  «n d  tear  his  enemies  to  pieces,  (Gen.  xlix. 


Ch.  ▼; 


*  And  T  b*- 

held,  and  Jo,  in 
the  midfb  oft  be 
tkvwte,  and  of 
the  four  btafii, 
■and  in  thcmtdfr 
of  the  elders 
ftood  a  Lamb  as 
k  bid  beta  flaio* 
having  feren 
barns,and  feven 
eyesj  vhich  are 
tbe  fertn  Spi- 

Hu  of  God  (tnt 
forth  into  All 
the  earth- 


7  And  he  came 
eod  took  the 
hook  .oat  of  the- 
Hj^bt  hand  of 
hihfthat  fat  np- 
•A  fhe  throat 
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9.  to.)  and  is  not  only  fprung  in  hb  human  nature 
from  that  tribe,  as  a  dependent  of  Jeflc,  the  Father  of 
David  ;  hut  in  his  divine  nature  and  office -character,  is 
the  root  or  fnurce  of  alt  the  happinds  and  glory  of  his 
kingdom,  which  was  typified  by  that  of  David  i  (Ifa. 
xi.  l.  ic.)  this  almighty  conqueror  has  overcome  all 
obfiruftions,  (•*««)  and  obtained  the  honour,  by  the 
merit  of  his  death,  to  difclofe  the  divine  counfels,  the 
emhlem  of  which  is  his  opening  the  book,  and  taking 
off  its  feven  feals,  that  the  things  contained  therein 
might  no  longer  remain  absolute  iecrcts,  but  be  gra¬ 
dually  made  manifelt  in  a  regular  fucceffion  of  provi¬ 
dences  to  explain  them. 

6.  Hereupon  I  looked  to  fee *t his  wonderful  perlon, 
and,  behold !  to  my  immediate  relief  and  tranfponiug 
joy,  I  bad  a  vifion  of  the  Lord  Jefus  C  brill,  in. the  glo¬ 
ry  of  his  mediatorial  exaltation  in  human  nature,  at  the 
Father’s  right  hand,  as  Handing  near  the  throne,  and 
within  the  circle  of  the  four  living  creatures,  and  of 
the  four  and  twenty  elders,  to  mediate  between  God 
and  them ;  1  Taw  him  in  thu  pofture  of  readineb 

and  ability  to  execute  all  his  offices  of  a  prophet,  prieft 
and  king,  which  were  reprdented  under  proper  em¬ 
blems  of  them  federally.  Hb  prieftly  office  was  repre- 
fented  by  hb  appearing  with  evident  char  afters  of  the 
Lamb  of  God,  who  had  been  Gain,  as  a  propitiatory 
facrtfice  to  take  away  the  fins  of  the  world,  when  thro* 
the  eternal  Spirit  he  offered  bimfelf  without  fpot  unto 
God  ;  (John  i.  29.  and  Heb.  ix.  14,)  and  who  inter* 
ceeds  before  tbe  throne  in  vinne  of  hb  atoning  blood  : 

His  kingly  office  was  reprdented  by  the  emblem  of  his 
having  (even  boms,  anumberof  perfe&ion,  to  denote 
his  almighty  power  to  execute  the  will  of  God’s  pur* 
pofe  to  proteft,  fupport  and  defend  his  church,  and 
pu(h  down  all  his  and  their  enemies :  Aud  his  prophetic 

office  was  rep  re  fen  ted  by  the  emblem  of  bis  having  feven 

eyes,  to  denote  that  all  the  treafurcs  of  wifdom  and 
knowledge  are  in  him,  (Col.  ii.  3,)  that  be  has  a  tho¬ 
rough  forefight  of  all  events,  and  an  unmeafurable 
folnefs  of  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation,  whole 
gifts  and  graces  are  under  hb  direftion,  to  be  ifiiied 
forth,  in  all  their  variety  and '  excellence,  for  tbe  bene¬ 
fit  of  his  minifters  and  people,  wherever  they  are  fcat- 
tered  through  the  whole  earth, 

7.  And,  as  1  further  faw  in  my  vlfion,  the  Lord 
Jefus  came  clofe  up  to  the  throne,  and  received  the 
book  out  of  the  right  hand  of  the  Father,  who  fat  upon 
it, .  aud  gave  the  book  to  him,  a$  a  fignal  of  his  deliver¬ 
y's 
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3  Anj  when 

he  had  uV;^ 
flic  bonlc,  the 
frir  and 

four  twcnt  j 
cl-ien  fell  (Iawq 
bcforethtLamb. 
bviwg  every 
ousttfr^m  harps 
and  gjolftf-u  vt- 
ah  fill  Tod  ntfrs, 
wh  ich  are  the 
praymoflflntA. 


4  And  they 

ftinga  new  Ibng, 
fairia^  Thoti 
art  worthy  to 
take  flic  booh# 
and  to  open  rhe 
(cals  thereof,  for 
thou  waft:  (bin, 
and  haft  redeem¬ 
ed  B1  to  God* 
hv  thy>-  blood, 
out  of  aTery 
kindred*  and 
tongue, and  peo¬ 
ple,  and  nation. 
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Ing  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth  to  him ;  as  his  re¬ 
ceiving  it  alfo  was*  of  his  being  both  able  and  willing 
to  open  the  ■  meaning  of  the  things  contained  therein, 
and  to  take  care  that  they  fbould  be  effedually  accom- 
pliihed  in  their  proper  ti  me  and  order,  according  to  the 
divine  pnrpofe  about them. 

8.  Aod  when  he  had  taken  the  book  into  bis  own 
hand,  which  carried  this  intimation  of  his  gracious  dc- 
fign,  the  four  living  creatures,  as  repr  efsntati  vesof  his 
mtntftring  fervanrs,  and  the  four  aod  twenty  ciders,  as 

reprefentatives  of  the  chorch,  proftrated  themfekes 
with  the  profoundeft  reverence  and  humility  before  this 
glorious  Lamb,  and  cheerfolly  united  in  their  folemn 
homage  of  adoration  and  w  or  (hip,  prayer  and  praifc  to 
him,  juft  as  they  had  before  to  the  Father  on  his  in-, 
periat  throne,  (chap,  iv.9*  10.  i  t.)  ail  of  which.  In  &1- 
Jufion  to  one  of  the  chief  mufical  inftrnments  that  were 
ofed  for  thankfgiring  and  praife  in  the  temple- ferrice, 
appeared  with  harps,  as  emblems  of  the  melody  of  their 
hearts,  and  of  the  moft  charming  notes  in  their  prating 
fong,  and  each  of  them  appeared  with  cups  full  of  in- 
cenfc,  (iH^u^nrw,)  like  the  typical  centers  of  pure  gold 
in  which  the  priefts  were  wont  to  bum  incenfc  before 

the  Lord,  as  emblems  of’  the  prayers  that  are  offered 
up  by  the  church  and  its  imnifters,  (Pf.  call,  a.)  and 
are  made  acceptable  to  God,  as  prefemed  with  the 
fweet  perfume  of  the'  merit  and  advocacy  of  their  great 
high  prieft.  (Rev.  viii.  3.  4.) 

9. '  And  they  joined  together,  as  with  one  heart  and 
voice,  in  finging  a  molt  excellent  fong,  which,  for 
that  realbn,  may  very  properly  be  called  a  new  fong. 
Tutted  to  the  prefer t  joyful  occafion  (ver.  7.)  and  fitted 
for  the  gofpel  ftate,  in  confeqHence  of  the  death  of 
Chrift,  faying,  Thon,  O  fpotlefs  Lmb  of  God,  and 
thou  only,  art  thoroughly  qualified  for,  and  deferveft 
(he  honour  of  knowing  and  opening  the  eternal  coun- 
fels  of  God,  as  fignified  by  tby  taking  the  book,  and 
breaking  open  its  feals,  that  the  things  contained  there¬ 
in  may  not  be  entirely  hid  from  all  mankind  ;  for  thon 
waft  led  as  a  lamb  to  the  Daughter,  and  madeft  thy  foul 
an  offering  for  fin ;  (Ifa.  liii.  7.  10.}  and  haft  bought 
us  out  of  the  bondage  of  the  law,  and  of  fm  and  Satan, 
to  God,  as  his  peculiar  property,  for  his  honour  and 
fervice,  (Luke  i.  74.  75.)  and  for  communion  with 
him,  and  an  everlafting  enjoyment  of  him  ;  which-thou 
haft  done  by  tbe  inefti  enable  price  of  thy  pterions 

blood. 


ra  And  baft 
ha  unto 
•nr  Qnd  king* 
And  prieRt ;  and 
Audi  rtiga 


II  And  J  br- 
Mdiftod  J  heard 
itbc  voice  ofma* 
ny  angels  round 
a  bon  fcthe  th  nno 
nod  the  b  calls, 
And  the  elders ; 
and  the  number 
ef  them  van  tea 
cboufand  shnes 
fen  tboufattd, 
and  tbonfands 
ofthsufiada. 


U  Saying  with 

m  ImuI  toitt, 
Worthy  Is  tbe 
Lftmh  that  ttns 

Afliitj  to  receive 
powrr,and  rich* 
and  vifitom, 
and  ftnngib, 
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blood,  *  whereby,  rhpu  haft  redeemed  not  all  of  every 

nation,  but  us  from  among  all  others  of  every  tribe, 
and  language,  and  people, '  and  nation,  -whether  Jews 
or  Gentiles,  with  whom  we  lived,  and  were  equally 
involved  in  guilt,  and  expofcd  to  deftruCtion. 

to.  And  thou  haft  advanced  us  to  the  moft  honour, 
ahk  relations  to  our  covenant-  God  and  Father,  in  ma¬ 
king  us  true  Israelites,  who  as  princes  have  power  with 
God  and  prevail,  .(Gen-.xxxii-  28.)  aodinconfecrating 

us  to  him  and  his  ferrice,  as  kings,  to  in  after  and  fub- 
due  our  own  fpirits,  and  all  indwelling  corruption,  and 
overcome  the  world,  (1  John  v.  .4.)  in  a  dependence 
on  him  and  devotednefr  to  his  fear ;  and  as  priefts  to 
have  free  liberty  .of.accefs,  through  thee,  .by  oae  Spirit 
to  the  Father,  (Eph.ii.  18.)  and  to  offer  up  loch  fj>i- 
ritual  frcrifices  of  prayer  and  praife^  as  are  acceptable 
to  -him  on  thine  account :  ,(  i  Pet.  it.  5.J  And  we, 
through  thy  favour,  merit  and  influence,  fhn.1l  gain  the 
victory,  and  triumph  over  a|I  .our  ipirjtpal  enemies,  fin, 
Satan,  and  the  world,  even  while  we  are  upon  earth, 
(Rom.  ,viii.  37.) 

11.  And  1  looked  again,  for  ,flili  further  difeoveries 
of  this  glorious  feene,  and  heard  the  melodious'  voice 
of  a  vaft  multitude  of  holy  angels,  which  encamp  round 
about  them  that  fear  the  Lord;  (Pf.  Juuciv.  7.}  and  fur* 
rounded  the  imperial  throne,  and.the Jiving  creatures, 
the  reprefentatives  of  gafpcLminifters,  who  were  near- 
eft  the  throne,  (fee  the  note  on  chap-  iv.  6.)  and  the 
elders  tbe  reprefeqtfirieei  of _the  church,  who  were 
nearer  it  than  the  angels  therofelves :  Thefe  joined  in 
harmonious  conceit  with  them,  to  expeefs  tbeir  praifes, 
as  they  alfo  were  confirmed  by  Chrift,  and  rejoiced  in 
his  favour  to  men ;  .  (fee  Luke  ii.  13.  14.  Epli.  3.  10. 
and  1  Pet.  i.  12.)  their  number  was  ten  thousand  times 
ten  thoufand,  and  tboufands  multiplied  by  thoufands, 
(fee  Pf.  Ixvui.  17.  .and  Dan.  rii.  10.)  yea,  an  innume¬ 
rable  company  of  them,  (Heb.  xii,  22.) 

.12.  Saying  with  a  ftron&  lively  and  articulate  voice, 
with  cheerful  hearts,  and  lofty  notes  of  joy  and.pniife, 
infintrely  and  only  worthy  is  this  exalted  Lamb  of  all 
the  honours,  not  only  of  His  divine  perfon,  hut  alfo  of 
bis  mediatorial  office,  who  was  flain  in  offering  up  him - 
fclf  .to  God  a  facrifice  for  fin,  that  the  general  aflcmbly 
and  church  of  the  firft-boru’may  be  joined  to  the  an* 

g«»c 

T  E. 

cirrlis  tkt  ftnmpft  intimation,  that 
be  paid  tbt  prief  of ndcmpriati,  nptliir 
every  Mvkduftl  of  (Kn^  but  for  itmc 
frou  amongthom  alL 
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.  •  TTi*  redemption  bare  fpbken  of  W 
<that  which  Chrift  made  by  hi*  blood* 

and  is  fold  to  he  out  t-vert 

tod  f£*fUtdBd  ajiUtif  vhicii 
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and  honour , 
and  glory  ttd 
UdIUg.  . 


13  AndeVer? 

■mtur*  which 

hill  h£av«o.tad 
on  the  earth* 
tnd  nfidtr  the 
nrth)  and  fnch 
u  ore  ?*  the 
ft*,  and  ftU  that 
arc  in  them* 
heard  I,  filing* 
BhUiR^Anil  he* 
do  nr*  and  glo¬ 
ry*  and  power* 
Jkunto  him  that 
ftteth  upon  thd 

rhnuir*  sod  on¬ 
to  the  Lamb  for 
over  and  ever* 


14  And  tho 
hv  boafti  fold. 
Amen-  AotJtbc 
foor  twenty 
elder*  fall  down 
and  worshipped 
U;m  that  liveth 
for  ever  and  e- 
v«r. 
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gelic  quire  in  heaven*  (Hck  xii*  23*)  He  undoubtedly 
defer  ves  to  rfeceive  all  grateful  acknowledgements  and 
high  aferipdons  of  umverfal  authority  and  dominion 
over  all*  ujd'of  inexhauftibJe  riches  of  grace  and  glo¬ 
ry*  and  oi  unfearchable  wifdom  and  invincible  Itreogtb* 
and  of  every  kind  of  religious  honour*  and  of  iJJ  divine 
and  mediattirial  glory*  and  of  the  livelieft  adoring  prai^ 
fes*  which  of  tight  belong  to  him*  who  is  completely 
qualified  for  dtfeharging  the  high  trail  that  the  Father 
has  committed  to  him. 

I  And  m  echo  tight I  heard  the  whole  creation  con* 
eurnng  in  the  long,  even  all  the  angels  in  heaven*  and 
all  the  faints  oh  'earth*  and  all  the  fe  pa  rate  fpirtu  of  the 
juft  made  perfect,  whole  bodies  are  buried  in  -the  earth* 
and  in  the  bottom  of  the  feat  yea*  methought  I  heard 
all  creatures  contained  in  them*  and  particulavlj^n  the 
fenlirive  creation*  echoing  to  the^edeemcr’fepnifefor 
the  deliverance  he  will  bring  to  them  from  the  bondage 
of  corruption  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of 
God,  (Kom.  viii.  19—22*  See  the  note  there)  faying* 
may  all  united  thankfgivings*  and  honour*  and  glory* 
and  might*  and  dominion  be  equally  afuribed  to  God 
the  Father*  who  firs  onihe  imperial  throne,  audio  the 
adorable  Lamb*  who  is  God*  am)  purchased  the  church 
with  his  own  blood!  (A£h  xx*  28.)  May  thefetribattf 
of  prvife  be  perpetuated  to  them  jointly  from  henceforth 
to  all  eternity! 

14*  And  the  four  living  creatures*  the  representatives 
of  the  mini  tiers  of  the  church*  who  had  began  the  cho¬ 
rus*  (ver  8.)  clofed  it*  faying*  fo  it  ought  to 

be,  and  fo  according  to  our  estrneft  defirc  it  fhall  be; 
ind  the  four  and  twenty  elders,  the  rqwefetiCativcs  of 
the  body  of  the  church  itfelf*  readily  confeDtiug*  pro* 
ftrated  themfdves  with  humble  rev  ere  nee*  and  paid 
their  religious  adorations  to  the  ever  and  only  living 
and  true  God,  in clu five  of  the  living  Redeemer*  to 
whom  they  aferibed  equal  honours*  (ver*  13,)  and  who 
is  unchangeably  the  fame*  in  his  perfon  and  office* 
yefterday*  and  to  day*  and  forever.  (Heb.  liiL  8.) 


RK  COLLECTIONS* 

What  a  prnriTege  and  pfcafiire  u  it  to  be  acquainted  with  the  codnfefcof 
God,  fat- our  fupporT  under  every  tnah  till  our  happinefs  (ball  be  perfeft- 
ttl  in  etenni  falvation  !  And  wbat  a  ^rief  to  have  them  hid  from  us!  Hut* 
blefled  be  God,  th4t,  when  nn  creature  in  heaven  or  earth  was  able  to  reveal 
them,  the  Great  Meflhh  of  Judah's  tribe,  and  the  root  of  David,  has  interpo* 
fed  between  him  and  the  ehiirch,  and  has  taken  the  book  of  divine  decrees,  by 
the  Father's  grant,  into  his  hand,  and  has  bnfed  the  feate  thereof,  to  lay  them 
and  to  fulfil  them  in  their  feaibn,  He  is  worthy  of  the  moll  grateful  ac- 

know* 
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knnuried foment s  and  honours  on  his  own  account*  and  on  account  of  Mb  mrri* 
tunc  us  death,  thereby  he,  a#  mediator,  obtained  aurhnnty  for  this  important 
work*  flow  awful  and  majeftic  is  his  character,  as  a  Imn  to  tear  his  enemies 
to  pieces,  and  defend  his  people  from  their  Tage  jgHnft  them  !  Arid  bow  en¬ 
dearing*  as  a  lamb  for  meekneft,  that  was  led  to  the  fhughter,  and  died  a  fa- 
crifire  to  fatisfy  divine  Suffice  For  them,  whom  he  redeemed  hy  his  precious 
blood  as  a  peculiar  people,  and  has  dignified  with  the  honour  of  kiuga  and  p Hefts 
to  God,  in  diftia&ifm  from  the  reft  of  mankind*  throughout  the  worm,  nf 
what  nation,  or  kindred  after  the  flefh,  foever  they  be  f  O  the  divine  adorations 
and  worftiip,  ami  fonga  of  praife,  that  are  and  ought  to  be  offered  to  him,  to¬ 
gether  with  God  the  father,  by  all  bis  mioiftriug  fervants,  and  the  whole 
church  3  The  innumerable  company  of  angels  delight  to  join  with  them,  in  a* 
fcribing  all  bJeffitig,  honour,  glory  and  power  equally  to  him  that  fits  Upon  the 
throne,  and  to  the  Lamb*  as  the  Tame  God  with  him,  and  as  faftsuxiing^fheir 
proper  parts  in  the  oeconooiy  of  fetation,  that  they  may  be  jointly  glorified  fur 
ever*-  May  all  creatures  in  heaven  acid  earth  concur  hereto,  and  cheerfully  fay. 
Amen  l 
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The  apoflU  gees  an  to  an  account  f the  opening  f  thefeals  in  their  Order P 
for  revealing  the  purpofes  f  Cod  that  are  to  be  fulfilled  by  hisprovi* 
dcnce  in  /even  grand  fvccejftve  periods  :  the  firft  of  which  is  regre- 
fented  in  the  opening  cf  the  fix firJlfeaUy  and  relates  to  the  fiate  of  the 
church  under  the  Heathen  emperors  of  Rome ,  from  the'  time  of  this 
prophecy  to  Con  ft  a  ntine  the  Greats  about  eke  year  if  our  — 

.  The  firft  fial  is  opened ,  relating  to  the  gloriovifuccefs  cf  the  go f pel  in 
the  firft  promulgation  of  cf,  i*  2.  The  fecond  relating  to  a  great  de- 
ftruEUon  both  f  perfecuted  Jews  and  Romans  %  by  their  wars  one  with 
another^  tiU  about  the  year  138,  3.  4.  The  third  relating  to  greet 
-  fcarcity  fprovifions  in  the  empire ,  between  tpe  year  138  and  179, 
5*  6 *  The  fourth  relating  to  great  mortality  by  a  peji  Hence ,  between 
the  year  21 J  and  041,  7,  8-  The  fifth  relating  to  the  cry  of  the 
fouls  f  martyrs  under  the  altar ,  p*—  1 1,  jindthe  fixth  relating  to 
the  dreadful  and  total  fvbz*erfion  of  the  empire >  as  Heat  ben }  in  the 
reign  f  Confiantine*  about  the  year  323,-12 — 17* 

P  E  R  1  O  D  h 


Text* 

I  A  Nd  I  few 
XX  uhfii  the 
Lamb  opened 

one  nf  the  feaii, 

and  1  hcerd, 
it  were  thtnolfcr 

cd’-tkundtr,  one 
oftli  elburttv  ft  s 
faying.  Come, 
4  fee. 


Paraphrase. 

T 

Srjil  IJ  i.  Xj  O  W  to  give  an  atconnt  in  order  of 

X  n  the  fevers!  prophecies  contained  in 
the  fealed  bool,  as  they  gradually  appeared  in  the  open* 
ing  of\eacb  part  of  it;  upon  the  deliveiyof  this  book 
or  rqll  into  the  hand  of  Chrift,  who  appeared  under  the 
rep  refer  ration  of  a  lamb,  I  jaw,  in  my  vifion,  that  he 
loon  began  with  opening  the  firft  of  the  teals,  to  difeo* 
ver  the  prophecies  contained  in  the  part  which  was 
then  unrolled;  and  I  immediately  beard  an  exceeding 
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ftrong  voice,  as  loud  as  thunder,  which  was  diftin£Uy 
pionouucedby  the  firft  of  the  four  living  creatures,  or 
representatives  of  the  minifter*  of  the  church,  who  ap¬ 
peared  like  a  lion  ;  (chap.  iv.  7,}  and  he  fummoned 
my  attention,  faying  to  me,  draw  nigh  hither,  and  be¬ 
hold  what  offers  to  view  in  this  part  of  the  roll  which 
is  now  unfolded* 


1  And  I  Taw, 
a  a<1  behold,  a 

viiTtc  horfc ; 
and  be  thar  (at 
dn  him  bad  a 
bowvandaefown 
wns  given  nnta 
him,  and  he 
wear  iWlh  can- 
ijncrin^  And  to 
tua^uef. 


2.  And  baring  come  fo  near  as  to  be  able  to  difeern 
what  was  in  it,  1  looked,  and,  behold,  a  white  horfe 
appeared,  the  emblem  of  joy  and  triumph,  and  of  the 
purity  of  the  gufpcl,  and  of  all  divine  procedures;  and 
the.  illuffrious  perfon,  even  the  Lord  Jefus  himfeir,  who 
fat  upon  it,  like  a  mighty  warrior  riding  profperonfiy, 
was  figured  out  to  my  view  as  having  a  bow  in  his 
hand,  like  what  is  ufed  in  battle  for  (hooting  arrows,  a 
fit  emblem  of  the  power  of  his  word  and  fpirit,  which 
penetrates  as  deep  as  (harp  arrows  into  the  hearts  of  his 
enemies,  either  to  Jlay.them  before  him,  or  to  make 
them  a  willing  people  in  the  day  of  his  power:  (Pt 
xlv.  5.  and  ex.  3  }  and  a  glorious  crown  was  fet  upon 
hi$  head,  the  emblem  of  his  royal  dignity  and  vi£loryf 
13  bo  9 for  tbs  /offering  of  deaths  is  crowned  with  glory  and 
bo  floury  (Heb*  ii  9.)  and  he  marched  forth  in  a  trium¬ 
phant  manner,  immediately  beginning  to  conquer,  and 
carrying  on  his  conquefb,  till  they  Humid  be  cotnplcat- 
ed  to  the  joy  of  his  people,  and  the  confufion  of  his 
implacable  enemies;  *  which  might  point  to  the  won¬ 


derful  fuccefs  of  the  gafpel,  in  its  fpreading  far  and  wide 
through  the  Roman  empire,  unto  the  converfion  of  vaft 
multitudes  of  Jin  nets,  especially  from  among  the  idola¬ 
trous  Gentiles,  and  the  defeating  of  all  op  po  fit  ion  to  it* 
in  the  firft  age  of  Chriftianity,  wheo  its  preachers  went 
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*  Mr  Jrtfrph  Mead  and  St  Tfiac 
Nevtrn,  with  others,  fuppnfi:  that  the 
firft  four  teals  relate  inrirei?  to  the 
lodgement*  that  were  excented  on  the 
FI  empire ;  vk!  that  the  prophe- 
c: -S  caTiceroing  thealfiirs  of  the  church 
donotco'ne  in  nil  the  fifth  teal ;  and 
that  Ghrft’s  riding  on  the  white  horfe, 
cenquerin^  aiid  to  conquer,  is  emble¬ 
matical  of  vivloriCS-  obtained  to  the  de* 
ftmtfion  of  hia  enemies  ;  but  methinks 
riding  on  a  white  luirfc  docs  not  fecan 

tn  be  a  proper  emblem  of  WnW  the  Curve 
fort  of  tembfe  (laughter  of  Chtift*s  e* 
nemfes,  as  under  the  very  next  fcal  is 
TepreftnUrU  by  a  rider  on  a  red  Jior£c  j 


T  E, 

and  it  feemfl  fomr what  unaccountable, 
that  the  ftirprifing  prop  reft  nf  Ihr  c uf* 
pet  by  the  prvaching  of  the  apoJUts, 
which,  according  to  Hr  fiaac’s  fcheme, 
wan  moftly  after  (his  vifton,  rf pedal!  y 
among  the  idolatrous  Gentiles*  fhould 
be  taken  no  notice  of  at  the  beginning 
of  a  revelation,  in  which  the  church 
was  fo  nearly  concerned.  Rut  it  was 
exceeding  proper,  and  tended  «v*tly 
to  their  comfort,  to  repreftnt  the  judge* 
mcTitJ  of  God,  in  the  opening  of  the 
three  next  Teals,  that  llionld  <all  upon 
tbofi1  who  fhould  furiuufly  fct  them- 
frlves  a ^ain ft  thegulpet,  after  he  had  fit 
tigOAiSy  turned  suid  blelled  1C 
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3  A  ml  Tilled 
b«  hid  opened 
the  iteoudfeal 
I  heard  the  fe- 
eond  beaft  fay* 
Co  true,  arid  See* 


4  And  there 
'went  out  an** 
Ther  horfe  that 
Uni  red;  and 
/cwr  wai  giv¬ 
en  to  him  tint 
fbrtbenant  to 
take  peace  from 

the  earth,  and 
That  they  fhovtd 
Jti  11  nnein  of  b  er* 
and  then 
(C^en  unto  him 
ff  great  fwortL 


j  And  when* 
lie  hid  opened 
ThrthJrd  feil  1 
hcinf  the  third 
braft  ra^Cmne, 
indlee*  Andlbe^ 


forth  with  ftrength  and  fpced,  like  horfes,  W  prop*  gar* 
it  every  where  under  Chrifl,  who  rode  in  triumph  on 
their  min  titrations  3  as  a  (penmen  of  what  fhould  be 
done  in  after  ages*  till  the  whole  number  of  hia  deft 
(ball  be  gathered  in,  and  all  his  enemies  fhall  be  made 
his  footftooL  (f  Cop  iv*  25.  andHeb,  u  13.) 

Seal  l\J]  3,  And  when  I  few  in  my  rifion  that  Je* 
fuo  the  glorious  Lamb,  had  opened  the  focond  feat  to 
difeorer  the  neit  part  of  the  roll,  1  beard  the  voice  of 
the  fecond  of  the  four  Jiving  creatures,  or  reprefenta* 
tires  of  gbfpel  rmnifteis,  which  appeared  to  me  like  an 
01  or  calf,  (chap,  it,  7.)  calling  upon  me,  and  faying, 
in  like  manner  as  the  fir  ft  had  done,  come  hither,  and 
fee  what  presents  itfelf  in  the  part  of  the  reft  which 
i$  now  unfolded,  relating  to  tbe  neat  face  ceding  event 
of  providence* 

4;  And,  upon  my  drawing  near,  1  faw  a  reprcfetiti* 
tion  of  another  horfe,  whofe  colour  wns  as  red  as  if  be 
had  been  all  over  AVtned  with  blood,  <r  proper  emblem 
of  dreadful  war  and  bloodfhed  ;  And  the  rider  of  this 
horfe  was  rep  refen  ted,  as  an  agent  of  Providence,  *  to 
fpread  confoJion  and  daughter  tfmong  the  fterfecoting 
inhabitants  of  the  earth,  to  the  deflruftion  uftlfreir  tran¬ 
quility  ar\d  fafetyp  and  to  do  this  by  means  of  his 
throwing  one  party  of  them  into  a  Hate  of  war  with  the 
other,  that  they  might  flay  one  another :  and,  as  a  fur* 
ther  emblem  of  this  righteous  judgement  of  God  upon 
them,  a  huge  formidable  fword  was  put  into  the  hand  of 
the  warrior,  who  fat  upon  the  red  horfe:  all  which  may 
be  con  fide  red  as  a  prettiftiem  of  tbe  dreadful  deflruftion 
cf  infidel  Jews  and  Romans,  thofc  common  enemies  to 
Chriftianvty,  in  the  wars  between  them,  especially  in 
the  reigns  of  Trajan  and  Adrian,  till  about  (fre'year  of 
our  Lord  13&,  which  was  a  righteous  judgement  upon 
fhofe  joint  perfeenters. 

Seal  1ILJ  y.  And  when  the  Lamb  had  looted  the 
third  teal,  and  fo  laid  open  the  next  parr  of  the  roll,  I 
heard  the  voice  of  the  third  living  creatures,  or  reptc* 
femarives  of  minifters,  which  appeared  with  a  face  like 
3  man,  (chap,  it,  7.)  faying  to  me,  as  the  two  former 


NOTE. 

#  It  ilhard  to  dctrrrmhe,  wlteiher  fecufion,  ahonttfi*  year  nf  flffr  LonT 
thr  ndffr  on  th«  r/tl  hnrIVbe  meant  im*  fV?de  Mill.  n  i^J  It  ronY  wry 

mediately  t»f  Chriftr  nr  nf  Tacli  inftni*  hirljr  be'rclcrrtd  ro  the  vn  ft  Humbert  uf 
Tneurt  »hc  muff  tife  of  who  h  ifrnjr  of  bnri  Je#j  Rnrnau*  tb*t  by  tbe 
tsd  Lord  of  Lord* i  (cb*j>-  tiv.  war*  between  them  in  Trajan**  a (id  A* 
|A)  hoi,  be  (Hat  as  it  will,  If  tTiii  rifinrt  drian'f  reigns,  abniu  4^  year*  after  the 
eftbe  fecond  fca|  was*  ai  h  commonly  vifrna,  MrLoWfnoifs  hlftcry  of  tbb 
tUoogbr,  ia  the  time  of  DoatUia^^  per*  feah 


Ch. 
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held.  Mid  lop  a 

blackhorfp;  and 
■  ■ 

he  that  fat  on 
him  had ‘a  pair 
of  baUoct*  U 
hi*  hand.  ■ 


6  And  t  heard 

a  voice  in  the 
midftof  the  four 

beads  Cay,  A 

mcafiine  of 

tvHcat  for  a.p e- 
nj*  and  three 
roe  a  fit  r  es  ofha  r- 
ley  for  a  pe «y  ; 
and  Ice  thou 
hurt  not  the  oyI 
and  the  wine. 


.  7,  And  whetl 

he  had  opc-itd 

ttic  friii’th  fcnl, 
1  iuirddic^itc 


had  before,  come  near,  and  fee  what  is  contained  in 
this  unfolded  pare  of  the  roll,  relating  to  the  next  re* 
markable  event  of  providence ;  and,  looking  into  it,  I 
obfcrved  the  reprefentarion  of  another  horfe  of  a  black 
colour,  a  fit  emblem  of  mourning  and  affliflion,  by  Tea* 
fon  of  great  d iitre fs  ;  accordingly,  he,  who  appeared  as 
mounted  upon  this  horfe,  had  the  figure  of  a  pair  of 
feales  in  bis  hand,  *  to  weigh  the  com,  that  Ihould  be 
fold  at  an  exceflive  price,  as  in  a  time  of  great  fcarcity 
next  to  a  famine  ;  (fee  Lev.  jxv'u  at 6,  Lam*  v,  to*  and 
Eaek.  U:  16.}  which  may  be  con  fide  red  as  pointing  to 
a  great  want  of  provifions ;  and  wax  another  judge¬ 
ment  upon  the  Heathen  empire  for  perfecting  the 
Chriftians  under  the  reigns  of  the  two  An  toning,  be¬ 
tween  the  year  138  and  179, 

6*  And  to  explain  the  meaning  of. this  fymboficat  re* 
prefenurfon,  I  heard  a  proclamation  'among  the  four  li# 
ving  creatures,  faying,  fo  great  will  be  the  fcarcity  of 
bread  at  this  time,  that  one  fmail  men  fare  of  wheltf 
no  more  than  is  Efficient  for  a  lingle  day's  fufleiiance 
for  one  man,  (hall  be  fold  at  the  extravagant  price^T  a 
Roman  penny  ; -and  three  fueh  little  meafurcs  of  bar¬ 
ley,  which  makes  the  coarfcii  bread,  {hall  coft  the 
fame;  f  aiid,  as  a  further  token  o{  the  fcarcity  of  other 
provilions,  an  order  was  added  to  take  heed,  that  no  in¬ 
jury"  be  done  to  the  olive  trees  and  vines,  left  they  ut¬ 
terly  fail  of  producing  oil  and  wine  for  the  refirefbmeiit 
of  the  rich,  as  bread  is  of  rhe  poor  ;  and  fo  the  famine 
become  in  manner  rotaL 

Sf  a  1*  IV  1  7-  And  when  the  Lamb  proceeded  to  o- 
pen  the  fourth  fcal,  and  unfolded  the  next  part  of  the 
fourth  roll,  l  heard  the  voice  of  the  fourth  of  the 
living  creatures,  or  reprefentatives  of  gofpel  minifters 

2  which 


MOTES- 


* Sdmif  conrHtfr  dt*  itair  of  balance* 
as  an  emblem  of  plenty,  and  of  iiricfc 
mil  Impartial  julticc,  which  was  iJtiii* 
ill  Sir  eil  in  the  rtigos  nf  Severn**  and  Id* 
fon  \1rx*t:ider.  Hut  it  rather  appear* 
to  *nt*  tb  it  it  hrre  tn  hr  fah^rt  a*  an 
emblem  of  aflitclimK  iri  a  Mray  of  judge - 
jnent  bprtn  tltd  Heathen  pvrJecUtmg  em¬ 
pire,  according  to  tbs  purport  of  the 
neat-  foregoing  and  following  Icatii  and 
accord*  i*  *J  to  the  moft  natural  couftroc^ 
ti^ji  of  "he  cmMem  of  a  Mark  horfe  ; 
Sad  the  interpretation  df  it  in  the  next 
Tcrfu  Cccms  to  (-onGrtn  this  fon  re-  (See 
Jbid’*  hlftory  of  the  fcarcity  of  pmvifi- 
^ns  in  the  r*lgn*  of  the  A  ntnniiic&f 
v’hVU  began  about  tbe  ycarofour  Lord 

1 38  uul  ended  about  179) 


f  A  me  a  fit  re  of  wheat  rrrv  la 

varionfly  ♦  computed*  hut* if  Grotiua’v 
acconnt  from  Hcrodonu,  Hipprratrt, 
Dioproej,  Laertius,  and  ttbr&vn*,  may 
be  depended  upon,  it  ii-  m>  more  than 

OTte  man  In  health  m**H*  tor  thr 

mue  ofearh  Hay,  And  a  jicnnr,  vbteh 

Ti’aS;  a  front  (evcii-prnre  halfpenny  ofnur 

money,  vms  a*  tiioch  a*  a  labourer  r^uld 
■ 

earn,  in  a  ilaY,  aft  appear*  front  Mstth. 
jix  i  (Vide  Grntfus  h\  loc  )  bcreral 
frnfrt,  very  contrary  to  one  another, 
have  been -put  upon  hnrt  r*st  tbf  til  aed 
the  j  but  that  given  in  tbe  par*'* 
phraur*  which,  for  ought  I  know,  ft  fin- 

pilar*  appears  tn  oft  agreeable  to  «hat 
1  take  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  former 
put  of  tile  verier 


Cfi.  ri. 
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ef  the  -  fourth 
baa  ft  fay.  Cone, 
and  foe* 


8  And  Hoot* 
ed>  and  heboid, 
fl  pale  littTr,aud 
hl«  name  that 
fat  on  him  was 
Dentil,  slid  hell 
followed*  with 
hint;  and  power 
was  given  unto 
them,  over  the 
fourth  part  of 
the  earth,  to 
kill  with  fword, 
an  A  vUK  him- 

r 

ftr,  and  with 
death,  and  with 
the  betfttof  the 
hai'fh. 


which  appeared  with  a  bee  like  an  eagle*? (chap,  ir*  7.) 
calling  to  me  and  faying,  come  nea^  and  fee  what  this 
exhibits  to  your  fight. 

ft*  And  having  drawn  near,  and  looked  upon  it  in 
my  vifion,  I  beheld  the  representation  of  another  hoife, 
whofe  colour  was-  as  pale  and  ghaflly  ae  a  dead  eorpfc, 
a  fit  emblem  of  death,  which  ragged  m  various  forms 
through  the  Roman  empire,  in  executions  of  Judge* 
mems  upon  them  that  perfecuted  the  church  of  Chrift : 
accordingly  there  appeared  an  inicription  of  the  name 
of  the  rider,  intimating,  that  he  was  the  king  of  ter* 
rors,  called  death  ;  and  ia  his  train  there  was  a  repre- 
fen  tat  ion  of  the  grave,  and  of  the  feperate  ftate,  (*^) 
into  whtch  the  departed  fouls  of  the  wicked  immediate* 
ly  enter  to  be  cad  into  hell,  which  may  he  Ailed  thefe* 
corid  death,  (chap.  xx.  6 .  14.)  and  I  faw  the  eommif- 
fion  was  given  to  thefe  formidable  inftruments  of  dt* 
vine  wrath  to  make  dreadful  havoefc  in  the  definition 


of  vail  multitudes  upon  one  fourth,  or  a  con  fid  era  blc 
part  of  the  Roman  empire,  that  extended  to  .the  great* 
eft  extent  of  all  the  known  regions  of  the  earth  ;  which 
judgements  were  to  be  executed  m  cutting  off  feme  by 

the  fword  of  war;  and  others,  according  to  God's 

threatening  to  iinfnl  and  idolatrous  nations,  (Ez/i>  t* 
1 7*  and  xiv*  2 1 .  and  xxxiii,  37,)  by  a  pining  famine, 
and  others  by  a  fweeping  peftilencr,  and  others  by  the 
fory  of  wild  hearts  of  the  fields  to  devour  them,  fo  that 
they  which  efcaped  one  -  (hoi* Id  faH  by  another  of  thefe 
four  heavy  calamities,  and  find  no  place  of  fecurity  a- 
gamft  them,  *  All  which  may  be  confidered  as  fulfil* 
Jed  upon  the  idolatrous  Heathen  perfecutors  of  the 
church  under  feveral  emperors,  whole  feverities  began 
about  the  year  an,  and  continued,  with  little  inter* 
miffitm,  till  about  the  year  241* 

Seal 


wo 

.  *  Tbit  emperors  Marimin*.  Deri  as, 
Velios  cod  VoIdGao,  and  Valerian, 
were  cruel  perforators  of  tbe  Chriftians* 
and  in  their  dtp  the  empire  wu*  pu- 
niibed,  not  only  with  the  fword  and 
famine  or  fcardty,  as  under  the  two 
former  teals,  but  ftifo  with;  the  pefci* 
fence,  which  is  tignified  hy  clca(h,{[er. 

iif*  aid  cod  wasdlftittguHhcditrom  tbofe 

qthtrjsdjpmeBU,  os  in  the  ^aiT&grs  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  the  paraph  rate*  j  And  fl  hat 
been  obforved,  that  war  bnqji  on  fear* 
city,  and  fcarcity  peftifonce^  for  want 
qf  proper  fafteuance;  and  jpeftikxtcc, 
by  aepofntUtmg  the  country! leaves  the 
few  furvivors  an  c  after  prey  Itothc  wild 
beafts;  and  fo  fchtfe  have  a 

natural  tendency  touiaku  w^y  one  lor 


T  E*  * 

another,  Tift  the  order  in  which  they  arc 
here  reprr footed  j  ani  titir  reaching 
the  fourth,  or  a  gonfttforsiMc  part  of  the 
earth,  is  exp  retied  in  the  paraphrafo  fo 
jndetermlnaulyj  as  to  leave  room  for 
applying  it  either  to  a  fourth  pert  of 
the  fubjeeb,  or  »f  the  dominion  of  tha 
Roman  empire,,  which,  I  think*  is  mesne 
by  the  earth  or  world  in  fowrol  parts 
oftbe.Ncw  Teft anient,  and  in  thh  pro¬ 
phetic  hook,  leb  a  p.  ill  10)  where  tie 
lrfa/e  Wri^  and  lirj  that  tfveli  Qr*  tke 
earth*  ore  Synonymous  term*,  as  they 
alfo  arc  Rom.  x.  18,  compared  with 
Matth*  xxiv,  14.  end  probably  the  earth 
liquifies  the  Homan  empire,  Ytrfe  4*  of 
this  chapter. 


Ch.  vi* 

9  And  vbcn 
he  had  opened 
the  filth  fcal*  X 
fa-w  under  the 
iltartbefrulitf 
them  thar  were 
ibiufor  the  word 
of  Godp  end  for 
the  Uftimony 
whlcktheyheld. 


7b*  ‘HsvblA'Tioh  paraphrased. 


*45 


io  And  they 
tried  with  a  Iona 

voice,  faying 
Haw  long*  U 
Lord,  holy  and 
true,  doit  thou 
nut  judge  and 
nvcugeourblood 
an  them  that 
dwell  oa  the 
earth  J 


Ti  And  white 

rnbes  were  jji* 

ten  unto  every 
one  of  them,  and 
-  it  wju  Vahl  unto 
them,  that  they 
Jtimild  it  ft  yet 

W  a  little  Tea- 
too,  until  there 


*  _  _ 

Sem.V.3  p.  And  when  the  Lamb  bad  taken  off  the 
fifth  fcal,  to  difeiofe  the  things  contained  in  that  part 
of  the  toll  which  was  then  opened,  1  Taw  in  my  rifion 
an  affecting  reprdentation  of  martyrs,  that  had 
Gam  in  the  then  prefcnt,a6  well  a a  former  persecutions, 
whofc  fouls,  (arriving  their  dead  bodies,  appeared  to 
me  in  allufion  to  temple  fcrvicc,  f  as  proftratingthem- 
feives  at  the  foot  of  the  golden  altar  of  incenfe  within 
the  fcnfkuary;  a  proper  emblem  to  figriify,  that  the  of¬ 
fering,  which  they  had  made  of  themfelvcs  even  unto 
death,  for  their  faithful  and  profeffed  (ubje£tion  to  the 
gofpei  of  Chrift,  and  for  the  noble  witnds  they  had 
bore  to  him  with  conftancy  and  perfeverance  to  the 
end,  was  highly  acceptable  to  God^  through  the  odour 
of  his  interceffion- 

ro.  And,  mgthought,  they,  in  an  humble  and  devo¬ 
tional  manner,  cried  out,  with  great  fervency  and  ear- 
neftaefs,  O  Lord)  who  art  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold 
iniquity,  and  art  faithful  to  thy  promifea  to  thy  people^ 
and  true  to  thy  threatnings  agaioft  thine  enemies,  how 
long  will  it  be  e*er  thou,  in  the  court  of  thy  provU 
dence,  wilt  glorify  thy  holttiris  and  juftice,  ana  vtn* 
dicate  the  honour  of  mine  awn  name,  by  reckoning 
with,  and  taking  fui table  vengeance  upon  thofe  impla* 
cable  per  fee  uting 'enemies,  who,  through  thy  great  pa¬ 
tience,  dwell  on  the  earth,  and  hare  (bed  our  blood  for 
our  ftedfaft  adherence  to  thee  and  thy  caufe?  When 
(hall  the  time  come  for  thy  putting  a  (top  to  their  rage, 
and  bringing  confuGon  upon  their  wicked  defigns,  that 
they  may  no  longer  go  on  to  murder  thy  faints  and 
fer rants  for  righteoulhefs  fake*  * 

it.  And  hereupon  they  appeared,  in  token  of  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  God,  as  clothed  with  glorious  Oiining 
garments,  the  emblems  of  purity,  honour  and  joy,  even 
robes  of  righteoufnefs,  which  were  put  upon  every  one 
of  them  by  the  free  favour  of  God  :  and,  in  anfwer  to 
their  bumble  enquiry  with  refpeft  to  the  definition 
of  pcrfectHuig  enemies,  and  the  deliverance  of  the 
church  from  their  rage  on  earth,  they  were  told  that 

Q_  3  tbcy 

T  E. 

he  confidct'cd  «  propitiatory  facrificcs, 
bat  as  offerings  of's  fpiritaal  nature, 
like  the  pnijor*  <ri'  Ifraei  before  the 
golden  altar  at  the  Lime  aflacin^  that 
they  might  be  perfumed  by  the  inter- 
teflioii  i»T  Chrift*  to  recommend  the  per- 
fort*  and  prayers,  an d  religious  ferrite  q 
and  CnJfcriug*  of  1m  people  to  4m&f 
acceptance. 


NO 

f  At  the  {bene  of  this  rifion  was  In 
heaven,  (chap.  IV.  I.)  We  ftah  a/Hcr  the 
gfcirftaM  to  be  an  allufian.  not  Jaifura 
fKinlt)  ttr  the  blood  ofthe  r<tcrificr.t  that 
vii  poured  out  at  the  foot  of  the  bra¬ 
zen. altar*  which  ftood  in  a  coqrs  with- 
out  the  temple,  bat  to  their  being  before 
the  j liar  wtihh  wra  within 

the  f^ncfruiry,  mnl  To  ultimate*,  that 
the  bipod  ui’tWc  martyrs  was  not  to 


24$ 
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Ch.  v!t 


frllutr-  Servant  t 
atfn>  and  thetr 
br«tKr«n  that 
Jboiild  be  killed 
at  they  v.*rr, 
ihnuli  bn  ivalfil-* 
ki 


7  a  And  I  b*- 

wlicn  ht 
had  optnnl  the 
fixtb  feal*  audio, 
thtravack  great 
earthquake* 
and  the  liin  be^ 
came  black  a* 
fackclotWhair 

r 

and  the  monti 

betajoca*  Uopd. 

■ 


1}  And  the 

ft  are  of  heaven 
fell  onta  tbe 

4 

earth,  even  as  a 
’fig-tree  caftcih 
her  n»itirtic!y 
fig*  when  Hie  is 
fbaken  afarat^h'" 
Xf  wind  : 

1 4  Arukhehca- 
ven  departed  as 
a  Icroll  when  at 
.i*  rolled  t«ge* 
fbert  and  every 
mountain  and 
f  fl&nd  w4re  mt& 
ved  not  of  their 
placet  i 


they  inuft  wait  with  qui etuefs ,  and  hope  about  it,  a 

little  longer,  till  the  number  of  martyrs  ihould  be  'fuU 
filled,  by  the  teltifnony  which  others  of  their  fellpw 
ChriAiaos  and  brethren  were  aJfo  to  bear  to  Chriftand 

4  ■ 

fats  caufe,  apd  feaf  with  fbeir  bloody  as  they  themfcJve® 
had  done  before;  and  then  the  troubles  of  the  church 
from  Heathen  enemies  Ihould  intirely  ceafe,  and  ifTuc 
in  a  (late  of  profperity  and  peace :  herein  referring  mod 
immediately  to  the  (harp,  though  ftiou  perfecution*  un¬ 
der  Diocletian,  which  was  the  laft  that  fhuuJd  be  in- 
fii£ted  by  the  Pagan  empire  ;  and  fhould  be  brought  to 
its  final  period,  by  Conftantinc  the  great's  obtaining  tbp 
imperial  dignity,  and  furmounfmg  afl  opposition  in 
viGory  over  Licinius,  aboiit  the  year  3^3. 

Seal  VL]  rt,  Accordingly,  when  the  Lamb  had 
broke  open  the  filth  Teal,  and  cxpof^J  that  part  cq  view 
which*  was  before  unrolled*  l  looked,  and  beheld  a  re¬ 
presentation  of  the  moft  terrible  and  {hacking  confufioo, 
as  though  all  nature  were  in  the  ftrongeft  convulfion, 
juft  ready  to  be  diffolved.  It  feemed  to  me,  a$  if  ih; 
whole  terreftnal  globe  rocked  and  trembled,  and  were 
fhakirg  to  pieces  by  an  untverlal  earthquake ;  and  as  if 
all  the  brightiipfe  of  the  fun  jn  the  firmament  were  tur¬ 
ned  into  the  thiefceft  darknefs,  and  into  ftch  a  doleful 
mourning,  as  ufes  to  be  ciprefled  by  onc*s  being  do* 
thed  with  a  garment;  of  courfe  fackdoth  made  of  the 
bhekeft  hair;  and  as  if  the  moon  had  loft  all  its  light, 
and  were  turned  into  a  horrid  gloom,  as  red  as  blood. " 

13. '  And*  metbougbr,  1  faw  the  ftars  tumble  down 
to  the  earth  from  their  places  in  heaven,  with  as  much 

*  ►  #,1  r  4  ^  * 

precipitancy,  »/blighted  or  immature  figs  are  blown 
down  fropn  their  trees  to  the  ground,  when  beat  upon 
by  a  violent  florm  of  wind. 

14.  And,  in  this  figurative  reprefentation,  I- beheld 
the  whole  face  of  tbe  firmament ’  removed  out  of  its 


place,  and  no  more  expanded  than  if  ir  bad  beep  rolled 
up  together  like  a  huge  fhcetof  pafebraciu,  and  en¬ 
tirely  rolled  away ;  and  all  the  mountains  and  iflandsof 
tbe  eartb  appeared  at  the  fyme  fime,  as  thrown  down 
and  deftroyed,  never  to  be  feeii  any  more ;  all  which 
lignified  the  abfolute  irrecoverable  overthrow  of  the 
heathen  ftate,  and  power  of  the  perfccuting  Rpman 
empire,  together -with  the  whole  frame  of  its  ccdefialti* 
cal  conftitution,  from  the  Higheftto  the  lowed  degrees 
and  orders  of  people  in  it,  when  Conftantinc  the  great 
mounted  the  throne,  deftroyed  the  pagan  temples  that 
were  often  built  on  mountains,  abolished  idolatry  and 
idolatrous  priefts  on  the  iftauds,  as  well  as  on  the  con¬ 
tinent, 


Cfa.ai. 


71*  Revelation  farafhraiti. 
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15  And  the 
klnp  of  the 
tarth,  aed  the 
great  men,  and 
(he  rich  men; 
and  the  chief 
casual  nr,  a  nd  th* 
mighty  men. and 
grerj  bond  mail, 
and  every  free- 
man,  bid  them* 
fclveiin  thedenf 
and  ia  tiicrockj 
of  the  mouii- 

ia±nj; 


t6  And  Aid 

W  email  nta  i  n  3 
an<l  wUi  Fail 
on  u>  end  hide 
us  from  the  Ace 

of  him  that  Jit- 
trtb  on  the 
throne*  an  Afro  m 
the  wrath  of 
the  l^unb  t 


ttnent^  and  dunged  the  whole  empire  from  it*  Heathen 
to  the  Cbriftian  form  of  government.  This  grand  and 
furprtfmg  revolution  was  reprefented  to  me  in  a  like 
emblematical  manner,  as  the  deftruftfon  of  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  church  were  by  the  antient  prophets,  under 
the  ftrong  and  ftr iking  figures  of  an  earthquake,  of 
darkening  the  fun  and  moon,  of  the  falling  of  the  fbra, 
and  rolling  the  heavens  together  as  a  fcroll,  and  remo¬ 
ving  the  earth  out  of  its  place ;  and  as  the  deftru&ioa 
of  jerufalem  had  been  deferibed  by  our  hleflcd  Lord* 
(See  I  fa,  xiih  $>— 1<>  and  xriv,  23*  and  xxxiv.  4-  Ezek* 
xxxii.  7.  g.  Hag.  ii»  21.  22.  and  Match.  xxiv.  29.) 

15.  And  fuch  was  the  terrible  fright  and  condensa¬ 
tion  of  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  Heathen  tdola tors  and 
perfccuroxs  at  this  doleful  cataftrpphe,  and  at  the  hea¬ 
vy  punishment  thereby  infli&ed  on  them,  that  tbofe  0 £ 
the  high  eft  authority,  cveitthe  emperors  or  chief  rulers  of 
the  earth*  who  exercifed  royal  dominion  in  the  empire* 
and  the  nobles,  magi  Urates  and  governors  of  provinces, 
and  all  the  principal  men  in  authority,  and  the  richeft 
fubjc£ta  of  the  empire,  and  the  moft  bold  and  daring 
foJdicrs  and  commanders  of  armies;  and  men  of  the 
moft  undaunted  courage  that  feared  nothing  before,  and 
people  of  lower  rank,  whether  fervants  or  .matters. 
Haves  or  free  citizens;  perfons  of  all  characters,  ran  a* 
bout  in  wild  defpair  feeking,  if  poflible,  to  find  feme 
retiring  place,  as  they  bad  formerly  fereed  the  Chriftiarts 
to  do,  in  obfeure  caves  of  the  earth,  and  in  the  cleft* 
and  holes  of  cragged  recks,  or  on  the  tops  of  mountain*  ; 
and  fo  the  loftinds  of  all  fortsof  men  was  bowed  down, 
and  their  haughtinefi  made  low,  as  was  prophefied  of 
thofe  whofe  idols  (hould  be  abolilhed  in  the  days  of 
(he  Mcfliah’s  kingdom;  (Ifa.  it.  r 7 — if.)  And  this 
may  be  confidtred  as  a  ftrong  and  lively  prefiguration  of 
tbe  ftill  more  dreadful  confulion  and  difmay  that  will 
feize  all  gracelefs  tinners,  of  every  charafter,  at  tbe 
day  of  the  final  judgement  and  di  Ablution  of  all  things* 

16*  And,  a  mid  ft  all  this  terror  and  an  guifli,  they, 
like  tbe  Ifraelites,  when  God  pumlhed  them  for  their 
idolatry,  (Hof-  x.  8.)  wifhed,  and  called  in  vain  for 
mountains  and  rocks  to  tumble  down  upon  their  heads, 
and  overwhelm  and  crufh  them  to  death,  if  by  this 
means  they  might  poflibly  be  fli  cite  red  and  bid  from  the 
prefence  of  the  inccnfed  God,  who,  as  fovereign  of  the 
univerfe,  was  rep  refen  ted  as  fitting  upon  the  throne  ; 
and  from  the  righteous  vengeance  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  for 
the  furious  oppofition  they  had  made  to  him  and  his 

caufc. 
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17  Fop  the 

great  day  of  his 

wrath  is  comci 
&nd  who  fliall 
be  ftble  to  ftaa<L 


caufe,  and  for  the  cruelties  they  had  exercifed  upon  his 
members,  whofe  juft  refentments,  though  a  lamb  for 
tneeknefs  were  i.ow  kindled  againft  them,  and  vhom 
they  provoked  to  a£t  the  part  of  the  lion  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah,  (chap.  v.  5.)  by  tearing  them  in  pieces,  when 
there  was  none  to  dcliver  them.  (Pf.  I.  22.) 

17.  For  they  found,  by  woful  experience,  that  the 
fignal  threatened  day  of  Ohrid's  terrible  jufticc  was  then 
come  in  its  fevereft  executions  ;  and  therefore,  under  a 
fenfe  of  guilt,  they  cried  qut  with  bitter  agony,  horror 
and  defpair,  who  of  us  all  fhall  he  able  to  eleape,  refill, 
or  bear  the  fiery  indignation,  that  now  comes  forth- to 
devour  us  ? 


recollections. 

How  glorious  arc  the  triumphs  of  the  gofpel,  when  thrift  rides  forth  upon 
It,  with  all- conquering  Itrength,  to  fobdue  his  enemies,  and  mate  a  willing 

Ke  to  bimfelf  !  And  yet  how  many  are  the  trials  of  faith  and  patience,  that 
ffera  hi*  followers  to  undergo,  even  unto  death,  for  their  Aridity  to  him  ! 
But  they  need  not  be  difmayed  or  dj  (bon  raged  at  them  1^  for  In  a  little  time  the 
cry  of  thdr  blood  iha.lt  be  heard,  and  God  will  avenge  him  ft:  If  on  their  perfecu- 
ting  eitemics.*~ri>  what  a  dangerous  ftatc  are  tbc  oppefers  of  Chrift  and  bis  gof* 
pel !  They  are  liable  to  be  cut  off  from  the  earth  by  terrible  judgement^ 
filth  as  war,  famine,  peftileucc*  and  every  hind  of  violent  death*  And  ah  ! 
the  oociftcm&tion,  horror  and  dtftnay,  that  trill  pierce  their  guilty  fouls, 
when'  the  whole  frame  of  this  world  fhaQ  be  diflolved,  and  the  great  day  i*f 
wrath  fhall  come  1  Then  all  ranks  and  orders  among  them,  from  the  grea?tft 
pioqaTch  to  the  meaneft  pea&nt*  and  the  inoR  bold  and  daring  of  them  all* 
ihdfl  tremble  before  the  great  God,  and  the  provoked  Lamb ;  and  they  would 
rather  have  rocks  and  mountains  fall  on  them  to  cruifi  them  to  and,  if 

poffible,  in  to  an  annihilation,  than  feel  the  terrors  of  divine  vengeance,  which 
they  can  neither  efcaptj  nor  bear*  Hut  O  the  unfpeakablc  happim-fa  of  the 
faints  after  all  their  troubles*  which  ball  foon  have  an  end !  Though  tnen  may 
Bill  their  bodies*  they  cannot  kill  their  fouls ;  but  they  fhall  go  to  God,  and 
And  acceptance  with  him  through  the  blood  of  Jefus*  and  (hall  be  clothed  with 
iltoftriouf  robes'  of  fpottefs  purity,  and  immortal  honour  and  delight;  Ard 
when  the  number  of  holy  martyrs  and  fufferers  for  Ghriit  Hull  be  completed, 
and  thdr  teftiqumyto  him  be  fmijhed,  they  (hall  join  the  . glorious  multitude 
fkat  are  already  in  heaven*  and  be  ever  with  tbe  Lord* 


p  •> 
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CHAP.  VII. 

i  j 

A  paufe  between  tie  two  firfi  grand  periods,  represents  a  fbort  respite 
from  perfecution^  for  the  comfort  of  the  faint st  from  about  the  year 
3'*3  337*  1—3*  And  their  peace  y  bappinefs  and Safety*  at  Jtgni- 

fied  by  an  angel's  /rating  144000,  4 — 8.  A  chorus  of  the  white 

church ,  with  which  the  holy  angels  join  in  a  fong  of  praife  an  tbit 
joyful  occafon,  9 — 12.  And  one  <f  the  elders  isforntt  the  apoftle  of 
the  unfpeakabU  hlefftdnejs  and  gkry  of  thofe  that  fyffered  martyr¬ 
dom for  drift*  13 — 17  e 


’Text. 


Para  r  h  rase. 


A  no  «ftcf 

tl *fe 

tilings!  fa  w  fo  qr 
angels  landing 
un  the  four  ear¬ 
ner*  »!Uiecarth| 
lio!diii*r  the  four 

4  V  "" 

vimij  of  the 

earth,  that  the 
Wind  lbonid  net 

How  4R  the 
earth,  nor  on 
the  fra,  nor  on 
any  tree. 


1 .  \  ND  after  the  view  I  was  favoured  with,  -of-  the 
jTJ.  things  difcosered  by  the.  opening  of  the  6rft  fir 
teals,  relating  to  the  deflrudion  of  the  Heathen  idola¬ 
trous  Roman  power,  I  had  another  vifion,  in  which  1 
beheld  four  angels  or  raelfengets,  that  were  to  be  the 
inftr aments  of  providence  for  executing  judgements  in 
due  feafon  on  the  Roman  empire,  after  it  had  puhJkly 
embraced  Cbriflianity :  They  appeared  to  me  as  ftand- 
iog  at  the  tnmoft  bounds  of  the  northern,  eaftern,  wef- 
terrt,  andfbuthern  parts  of  the  earth,  and  as  detaining 
the  four  winds  which  blow  from  thofe  cardinal  points*, 
that  none  of  them  as  yet  might  rife  and  fpread  malig¬ 
nant  influence  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  continent,  or 
of  the  illands  in  the  fea,  or  upon  the  fruits  of  the 
ground;  thereby  intimating,  that  as  the  judgements 
of  God  and  pernicious  doctrines  are  compared  to  winds, 
(Jer.  xlix.  36.  37.  and  li.  1.  2.  Eph.  is.  14.  and  Jude 
yer.  12.}  fo  their  being  held  back  was  an  emblem  to 
iignify,  that,  for  the  prefsnt,  tbercfhould  be  a  calm  and 
peaceful  flare  of  the.church  and  empire,  free  from  com¬ 
motions  and  dilturbances  by  any  grots  errors  on  one 
band,  or  opprdTions  and  defoiaring  judgements  on  the 
other  ;  which  may  be  con  fide  red  as  taking  place,  far  a 
few  years,  after  Cbriftianity  was  eftablifhed  by  Con- 
fbntinc  the  great,  apd  became  the  religion  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  empire,  which  continued  in  a  peaceful  date  during 
his  life,  from  about  the  year  323  to  the  year  337. 

■  p 

3- 

NOTE* 


*  ft  iff  moft  commonly  agreed,  that  are  expo  He  d  to  injuries  by  ternpcftnpQ* 
the  Vm da  here  mentioned  are  erobUma  Winds;  and  i  Jcww  not,  whether  any 
of  di fine  judgements,  hnt  the  earthy  fea  thing  more  particular  be  certainly  in* 
and  tree  4  are  va  r  ion  tly  interpreted  with,  tended;  hut,  if  it  be,  what  ts  fuggefad 
great  uncertainty,  according  to  differ-  in  the  p*raphrnfe  bids  aa  fair  for  it# 
ent  conjecture*  of  rxpofiturs-  Thegh*  in  my  tboughUj  as  any  other  cnujcc- 
ncral  fenfe  w  more  eafily  apprehended*  tucCs 
while  they  are  cuniidcred  u  thing*  ihvt 
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2  And  I  fnw  2.  3,  And,  to  flier*  that  this  reftnint  was  to  be  only 

^or  3  hale  while,  l  beheld  another  angel,  or  divine 
thTeaftfha/iTg  me/Tenger,  of  fuperior  authority,  canning  up  from  the 
the  Teat  nf  the  caftern  quarter  with  an  emblem  of  the  high  eft  honour, 
living  God ;  and  and  power,  figuified  by  his  having  the  feal  of  thconly 

lornT^-oice*  »  living  and  true  Ued  ;  f  an<*  be  cried  with  fove reign  au- 
the  four  angds»  thorny,  grear  came  ft n  eft  and  companion  for  bis  people, 
to  whom  it  was  and  with  a  ftrong  voice  loud  enough  to  be  heard  at  the 

the*°wth  bjTnd  diftant  parts  of  tbe  earth  by  the  other  four  angels, 

the  fra,  that  had  received  a  com  million  to  execute  judgement  in 

God's  time  and  way,  according  to  his  will,  upon  all 

=t  SayingpNurt  ran^s  and  degrees  of  people,  Eiying  to  them,  fay  your 
m>t  the  earth,  hands  for  a  feafon,  and  execute  no  judgements  on  any 
neither  the  fra.  p art  of  the  empire,  till  we,  who  are  authorifed,  in  our 

till  wJharefra^  different  order,  to  take  care  of  the  fames  and  fe wants 
ad  the  fr rvunts  of  dur  covenant  God,  have  pot  a  feal  upon  them  for 
of  oor  God  in  difHnguilhing,  preferring,  and  appropriating  them,  as 
their  foreheads.  *  peculiar  people  to  him,  and  for  making  them  as  cvi* 

dentlv  known  to  be  fo,  as  if.  they  were  vifibly  marked 
on  their  foreheads,  in  token  of  his  owning  and  fparing 
them,  as  the  fprinkling  of  the  blood  of  the  pafchal 
lamb  on  the  door  ports  of  the  children  of  Ifrad,  and 
the  mark  ordered  to  be  fet  on  the  foreheads  of  tbofe 
that  cried  and  fighed  for  the  abominations  in  the  midft 
of  Jerufalem,  were  the  tokens,  by  which  they  were  to 
be  fared  from  the  judgments  that  were  to  fall  upon  o- 

.  thers*  (Exod»  xii,  12.  13.  23.  and  Ezck.  ix.  4—6.)  By 

this  was  intimated  that  the  terrible,  deflations  and  pes¬ 
tilential  heretics,  which  were  to  be  denounced  by  the 
feven  trumpets  under  the  feventb  feal, was  to  he  executed 

upon 


NOT  E* 


t  This  other  angel  frexr*  to  have  been 
Chrilt  biinfdC  who  u  fpoken  as  a  irimb- 

itijsip*  x,  l )  and  the  anjcTof 
prtfeitire,  (if  I  tun.  q  )  and  it  cal? 
led,  by  way  of  eminence*  his  angrl  that 
heart  his  name, ajtd  the  angel  nr  tneUeii^ 
ger  of  the  covenant;  (Exnd  tor- 

2J-  and  Malar*  iii,  I  )  and  wU  rufe  as 
the  Sun  of  RijikcaDfndjt,  and  the  day 
f'pring  from  on  high,  'Malar  iv.  3.  and 
3  wkc  I,  Jii;i.ind  came  tVi>m  Judea*  the 
nlTcyn  part  hf  the  jUman  tinpire,  He 
appeared  with  on  eminent  ofho- 

nout-*  as  having  tfat  feal  of  the  living 

God  u pun  Limi'dr,  power  to  feal 

bis  frrvaqtg ;  »ml  f]^kc  with  the  aticho- 
l  it  ofsGixl  in  conim^nditifv  itie  other 
four  siigoU  in  refrain  from  exernnnjqs 
orjodgrnimt^  ti|i  he  had  done  this  im- 
'pflrttnt  work  in  favotiv  of  iiis  chuivk 
How,  to  whom  tan  all  thix  he  f«  pro¬ 
perly  applied,  as  to  Chriit  tuinfcltf  He 
* 


is  the  bead  and  Lord  of  all  tbe  angels, 
ifid  is  in  hh  oflkpe-ca  parity  fraJed  by 
God  the  Father ;  John  vl  *7*)  »nd  he 
only*  together  with  the  Father  and  Spi¬ 
rit,  knows  his  flfoep,  or  thole  that  are 
bis ;  f  John  X-  fo.  and  2  Tim.  il  i<r)  mid 
fo  he  only,  exclnfive  of  nil  orcatnrrs, 
hud  a  ctrraia  knowledge  of  them*  and 
fufficient  power  and  ftiithiiriiy  to  foal 
theni  with  hh  Holy  Spirit,  w  hereby  he 
marks,  (lifting  nlfhes  and  fecurts  them 
unto  the  day  of  redemption.  (Kph.  iv, 
go)  And  as  in  foaling. thole  that  belong 
to  bimt  he  acts  in  tbe  character  of  Me¬ 
diator,  and  TOak?£  life  of  giifpel  ftlioi- 
fterSjiD  that  work,  he  is  fitly  reprefent- 
ed  at  an  angel,  amt  they  may  be  ftppoftil 
to  he  included,  tn  a  fabforvient  way  of 
operation*  with  himfolf;  when  he  fold, 
butt  ml  /if  rnr/i,  Jfce.  ////  w  h* vt  fc^b 
ctt  tic  Jcrvdttts  of  ottr*God  fo  tboirfer^ 
bads*  (ver-  3.) 
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4  And  J  heard 
tk  number  of 

dit'ji  which 
iv?:,c  fcukd  i  a  d 

tth  rc  fej* 

rd*  an  hundred 
w  i  fftrty 

lour  iboafand, 
of  M  the  tribe* 
of  the  children 

rt'Itra4* 


J  Of  the  tribe 

of  {ndaiij  wer* 

/cofed  twelve 

tliftulftnd*  Oft  be 
tribe  of  A*ty4 

hen  vrff  leafed 
twelve  rhbu- 
find-  Of  tlic 
tribe  of  G  ad 

tv/1/  fra  led 

twelve  them- 

fend, 

6  Of  the  tribe 

p  ■ 

of  Ajcr  wrv 
fealed^  ‘  twelve 
tbmifuni  Oft  be 
tribe  of  Ueph- 
i '  i  il  i  :n  w  rsvi  e  aj* 
ed  twelve  ihua- 
fa ud.  Of  the 
tribe  of  Mttiif* 
fra  v/rv  leafed 

.  I  A 

twelve  thou* 

h-  *  ■* 

find 

7  Of  the  tribe 
*  ■ 

of  Simeon  iff:Tr 
fealrd  twelve 
thou  fend*  Of 
t  he  tribe  ofl  -evi 
w-tt  ■  lakd 

twelve  tbou- 


■ 
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upon  the  Romifh  antichriftian  empire*  flioold  be  defer* 
red  for  a  while,  till  in  chat  interim  many  converts  fboulct 
he  brought  to  Terre  the  Lord  in  fpirit  and  truth,  and  to 
make  a  free  and  open  profeflion  of  his  name,  and  fhoBlft 
be  taken  into  his  fpecial  favour  and  prottfbon, 

4.  And  hereupon  methougbt  I  heard  i '  declaration 
of  the  number,  that  were  thus  drftinguifbingly  marked 
and  appropriated  to  the  Lord  \  and  they,  wbo  were 
thus  evidently  fet  apart  for  him,  and  perfectly  known 
to  him,  were  figuratively  exprefled  by  one  hundred  and 
forty -four  thoufaud,  a  large  determinate  put  for  an  in¬ 
determinate  number,  as  multiplied  by  twelve,  a  fquare 
root,  and  then  by  a  thouGmd,  to  be  an  emblem  of  all 
the  chofen  and  called  of  God  in  that  age,  wbo  were 
referved  to  him  and  huilt  upon  Chrift,  tne  found^jdoa 
which  was  laid  in  the  doctrine  of  the  twelve  a po flies, 

-  and  who  Ihouid.make  a  brave  and  bold  profeflion  of  the 
pore  goTpef  in  the  Chrjftian  church,  confifting  of  Gen* 
tile  as  well  as  Jevtfi)  believers,  which  were  his  tritely 
fpiritoal  Ifrael,  and  fpoken  of  as  fuch,  in  allufion  to 
the  .twelve  faithful  tribes  that  fprang  from  Jacoby 
who,  on  his  having  power  with  G«i,  was  called  lfrael, 
{Gen.  xxxii-  28.)  and  wbofe  poftcrity  were  the  true  and 
vifihle  church,  according  to  God's  covenant  with  A* 
brahsm.  {Gen.  xvii,  7—9.) 

5.  6.  7.  8>  Of  thefe  there  were  fealed  twelve  thou* 
fand,  as  if  fit  many  were  reckoned  ro  the  tribe  of  Ju¬ 
dah,  from  which  our  Lord  in  his  human  nature  fprang, 
and  which  therefore  has  the  honour  of  being  fir  It  re¬ 
ferred  to.  In  like  manner  twelve  thoufand  were  leal* 
ed,  as  if  reckoned  to  the  tribe  of  Reuben,  Jacob's  dd- 
eit  Ton,  though  hy  his  iniquity  he  loft  rhe  honour  and 

Jrivilege  of  the  firll  born,  which  were  transferred  ro 
udah.  Twelve  thoufand  more  were  fealed,  as  if  reckon¬ 
ed  to  the  tribe  of  Gad.  Twelve  thou  Hind  more  were 
feafed*  as  If  reckoned  to  the  tribe  of  Afher.  Twelve 
thoufand  more  were  fealed,  as  if  reckoned  to  the  tribe 
of  Naphtati.  Twelve  rhoufind  more  were  fealed,  as  if 
reckoned  to  the  tribe  of  Mainafleh.  Twelve  thoufand 
more  were  fealed,  astf  reckoned  to  the  tribe  of  Simeon* 
Twelve  thoufand  more  iyere  fealed,  as  if  reckoned  to 
the  tribe  of  Levi.  Twelve  thoufand  more  were  fealed* 
a&  if  reckoned  to  the  tribe  of  Iflachar.  Twelve  thoufand 
more  were  fciled*  as  if  reckoned  to  the  tribe  of  Zebu- 
Ion.  Twelve  thoufand  more  were  fealed,  as  if  reckon* 

■  fc  ■  r  1  ■  ' 

eri  to  the  tribe  of  Jofeph,  one  of  the  dariing  Tons  of  Ja¬ 
cob.  And  twelve  thoufand  more  were  fealed,  as  if 
reckoned  to  the  tribe  of  itaijaqun,  bis  other  chief  fa¬ 
vourite 
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land.  Of  the 
tribe  of  Ifacbar 

torrv 

twelve  thou* 
faiwt 

8  Of  the  tribe 
ttf  Zabuloi)  •mrrt 
felled  (wvt « 
fhmtfUnd-  Of(b« 
tribe  of  Jtfcpb 
Xptre  fealed 
twelve  xbw 
f&nd  Of  the 
tribe  of  Benja- 
uin  vwrt  feaied 
twelve  thou- 

fand. 

9  After  rbie  I 
beheld,  and  Jo* 
I  j»r«at  nwh- 
tnde»  which  00 
man  could  num¬ 
ber,  of  all  aati- 
mta,  ■  and  kin¬ 
dreds,  and  peo- 

pU,A4id  tongues, 

wood  bdon!  the 
throne,  and  be¬ 
fore  the  Lanht 
clothed  with 
white  robca,*  ad 
mlim  in  their 
Lands; 


vourire  fon.  All  thde  make  up  together  one  hundred 
and  forty  four  thoufand,  in  which  account  of  them, 
the  tribes  of  Dun  and  Ephraim  are  paffrd  by,  as  having 
been  ring- leaders  of  idolatry,  (Jodg.  xviii.  30,  31* 
1  King.  xYu  28—30*  and  Hof.  it.  17*}  and  fo  not  fit  to 
bear  a  p  irt  in  the  emblems  of  the  pure  church  of  C  tin  ft. 
But  in  their  Head,  the  reckoning  refers  to  the  tribe  of 
Levi,  though  they  bad  no  inheritance  -with  the  reft  in 
the  land  of  ifraet,  (Numb,  xvtii.  24.  and  Jolh.  xiii. 
33.)  and  to  the  tribe  of  Joftph,  the  eldeft  df  Jacobi 
molt  beloved  fons,  to  whole'  two  ions  Jacob  gave  fuch 
a  b) eflfmg  as  might  cotiftitnte  them  heads  of  diftind 
tribes.  (Gen-  xlviii.  14—20.) 

9.  After  this  vifion  of  the  peaceful  and  profperous 
Ibte  of  tbofc  on  earth,  that  were  faithful  to  Chrift,  and 
marked  out  as  a  peculiar  people,  +  1  hud  another  vifion 
of  the  glorious  flare  of  the  church  triumphant  in  heaven, 
10  encourage  and  comfort  me  and  all  fin  cere  believe  is, 
agamft  the  greateft'  violence  of  perfecurion,  that  would 
follow  the  converfion  of  the  ftoman empire  in  fuccccd- 
ing  ages  of  amtehriftian  tyranny,  and  idolatry;  And  1 
beheld  with  admiration  and  Eranfyorfs  of  joy,  a  vaft 
multitude,  which,  though  difttuQly  "known  to  God, 
and  comparatively  fpeakmg,  but  a  remnant  and  little 
flock,  yet  absolutely,  and  in  itfelf  ctm  fide  red,  is  fo 
great  as  to  exceed  the  power  of  any  creature  to  caft  up, 

and 


NOTE 


f  The  former  vifion  of  the -144000 
that  were  fraled,  1  apprehend  to  be  a 
representation  of  the  flate,of  the  true 
Church  on  earth,  for  a  little  interval 
then  coming  on,  as  confuting  not  mere¬ 
ly  of  the  natural  fee d  of  llrael,  the  con¬ 
verts  from  which  wrre  not  lb  mune- 
rona  at  that  time ;  but  of  Jews  and 
Gentiles  together*  thoufeh  it  be  figu¬ 
ratively  exprvfled  hr  failing  thoftof  the 
twelve  tribe*  of  Ifrael.  but  this  fol¬ 
lowing  itfion,  as  f  take  if,  is  of  the 
'Church  triumphant  in  heavenT  con  fitt¬ 
ing  of  all  true  believe n  of  ri!  natiovf, 
that  either  had,  or  ever  ftould  fuHer 
martyrdtrtn  for  tbrir  fidelity  to  thrift: 
For  it  relates  to  their  glorious  and 
bkffed  fete,  into  mmoft  purity  and 
perfection,  rfter  they  frail  have  gut 
through  their  tribulations,  when  God 
will  dwelt  among  them,  and  wipe  a- 
wiy  all  tears  from  tlwir  eye*,  (we.  ifj 
which,  in  this  prophetic  book 
is,  1  think,  defensive  of  the  heaven¬ 
ly  ftaie  ;  (chap,  xxi-  3*  4*)  Anti  I  mi  rod 
all  the  exp r triton 3  here  ufett  are  too 


T  j- 

ftroug  and  magnificent  tobe  applied  to 
any  flat  e  of  the  church  on  earth  ;  un- 
fefs  we  fuppofe,  with  fpmf,  that  it  re¬ 
lates  to  the  MiHcnium*  But  the  dif- 
Uvt  profpett  of  the  ume*  when  that 
ft  on  Id  be,  feeia*  not  fo  well  luited  to 
fuj^ortthe  fohb  and  patience  of  fiif- 
ftrmp  feints  in  the  approaching  and 
fuccevding  ages,'  (which  is  tbe  evident 
intention  of  this  prophecy)  ^  a  repre- 
fenUlion  of  their  ftill  more  glorious 
dignity  and  triumph  in  heaven  to  which 
they  {hill  be  admitted,  immediately 
after  tbetr  tribujatjaui  on  earth,  iu 
their  fcveral  ages,  till  the  whole  num¬ 
ber  of  them  (hah  be  cctnp1eafcd ;  when 
a  chorus  of  nil  the  holy  augrfs  (hall  join 
-their  bugs*  ver.  11,  "And  all  the  in- 
nomer^ble  company  of  angels  can 
fcarce  bethought  to  leave  their  habit  a- 
tutor  in  heaven,  and  come  down  to  live 
2  thoufand  yean  with  the  faints  on 
earth  ;  nor  is  any  hint  of  Ah  at  h'rml  gi¬ 
ven  in  tUtdtfcriptiou  of  t^r  Milfau^un 
glory*. 


Cb.  ri). 
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and  give  their  fum  total,  as  they  are  colIe£bed  together 
in  confluence  of  their  haring  been  redeemed  by  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb,  {chap.  ?.  9.)  out  of  all  nations,  and 
families,  and  k  imbeds,  and  people  of  different  langua¬ 
ges,  wherefrever  they  were  Icartered  through  the  earth. 
Thefe  flood  with  holy  boldnels  and  full  acceptance  be¬ 
fore  .the  throne  of  glory,  and  before  jefus  Chrift,  who 
appeared  as  a  Lamb  that  had  been  tlain,  (chap.  y.  6. 
12.)  to  recommend  them  to  the  divine  favour  by  his 
merit  and  mediation ;  and  they  were  arrayed  with  il- 
luftrious  robes  of  righteoufnels,  the  emblems  of  honour 
-  and  acceptance,  purity  and  fublirae  pleafure ;  and  car¬ 
ried  palm  branches  in  their  hands,  the  tokens  of  vi£to- 
ry  and.triumph,  joy. and  praife,  like  the  hofannahs  that 
were  fang  by  the  Jews  at  their  feafl  of  tabernacles, 
ee 

10.  And  they  lifted  up  their  voices  with  zealous, 
fj via g, loud  and  cheerful  acclamations,  faying,  we  aferibe  all 
on  to  our  God,  the  glory,  not  only  of  our  happy  and  complete  deliver- 
which  fittetb  ance  from  the  feveritics  of  perfecutions,  but  '  from  all 
d:>od  the  throne  [te  evii  of  fin  and  for  row  on  earth,  and  of  deferred 

L»iut nt<>  1  *  wrath  and  ruin  in  hell}  and  we  give  the  glory  of  our 

advancement  to  all  the  dignity  and  bicffedne&  of  heaven 
entirely  and  atone  to  our  gracious,  reconciled,  and 
covenant  God  and  Father,  who  fits  with  augufl  nu* 


the  parapbrafe  and  note  on  Matth.  xxi.  9.) 


(S 

to  And  cried 


il  And *11  the 

angel*  Itflod 

rmiihd  about  the 
■ 

fhrnnt,  ami  a* 
list  the  el  Jen, 
aud  the  four 
Lr  a  (Li,  and  fill 
belVe  the 
throne  on  their 

I'-cts,  and  wor- 
Hiippcd  God, 

12  Saying  A- 

Aeitt 

and  and 

wifllorik*  r  and 

thonfcrgiWDg, 
and  h«nanr, 
and  power j  and 
might  be  unto 
opr  God,  for  c- 
Yer  aid  trer. 

AlfMB* 


jefty  on  bis  imperial  throne*  ami  h  the  original  con* 
triver,  appointer  atfd  giver  of  all  frlvation;  and  to  the 
great  Redeemer*  who  was  ffrin,  us  a  lamb  offered  in 
frcrifice  to  expiate  our  fins,  and  procure  that  frlvation 
which  is  in  him  with  eternal  glory. 

11*  13.  And  meth ought  the  whole  hoft  of  angels  ap¬ 
peared  as  (boding  round  about  the  throne*  and  encir¬ 
cling  the  rcprcfcnuttves  of  the  whole'  church,  and  of 
its.  mi  mitring  fervants  \  and  they  proilramig  tbemfclrcs 
with  the  deepeft  humility,  reverence  and  adoration  bc- 
fore^the  imperial  throne,  joined  in  concert  with  the  ge¬ 
neral  afiemhly  and  church  of  the  fidt  fcorn,  (Heh,  xii. 
22*  23.)  offering  up  thankfgmngs  ind  praifes  to  God 
with  them,  frying,  as  they  h.id  before  in  aferipttons  of 
glorv  to  God  and  the  Lamb*  {ch*p.  v.  1 i — 13.}  Amen* 
We  heartily  concur  in  this  joyful  long*  May  all  de¬ 
vout  and  (blcmn  acknowledgements  and  adorations  of 
God*. as  infinitely bJeffed  in  himfdf,  and  rite  fountain 
of  &M  hleffednefs  to  others;  and  may  all  ascriptions  of 
hondur,  in  conGderation  of  his  divine  perfections,  and 
wonderful  Works  of  nature*  providence,  grace  and  glo¬ 
ry*  and  of  the  con  fum  mate  wifilum  that  fliines  forth  in 
them  all ;  and  may  all  tb  jnkfgmngs  for  every  favour  of 


->4 


Ch.  TU. 
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13  A nd  one  tit 
tbe  elders  an** 
IWrecI,  faying 
unto  What 
arc  thefe  which 
are  araytd  in 
wliiterobes?  and 
whence  come 
t htyl 


t4  Andlfaid 
ttnto  him.  Sir, 
thou  hjuu'rlL 
And  he  fold  to 
me,  Thefe  are 
they  which  came 
out  nJ'jp-eat  »rl» 
Litl^tion  ,  and 
have  wafted 
their  rebel,  end- 
made  them 
wl^tc  in  the 
blond  of  the 
Lamb* 


IS  TBerefi>r* 

are  they  before 

the  throng  of 
Cud,  and  ferve 
him  day  aiMi 
£ijKt)nMitrn 
pic ;  and  h«  that 
frteth  on  the 


ih  rone 

dwell 

ifcem- 


ftall 

among 


a  temporal*  fpiritual,  and  eternal  nature;  and  the  high* 
eft  ascriptions  that  are  due  from  angels  and  men*  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  mod  folemn  acknowledgements  of  -bis  u- 
niverla]  dominion,  and  almighty  power,  be  paid  to  our 
great  and  glorious  God  to  the  endJefs  ages  of  eternity  1 
Amen*  fo  it  ought  to  be,  fo  we  heartily  defire  it  may  be, 
ind  to  we  firmly  believe  it  fhall  be, 

13.  Then  one  of  the  befbrementioned  elders*  or  re-, 
preftntativcs  df  the  church,  came  near,  as  another  of 
them  had  done  on  a  former  occafion,  (chap.  v.  y.)  and 
called  me  to  engage  my  attention,  and  10  enquire  what 
my  thoughts  were  of  this  illtiftrious  company,  faying, 
Do  you  underftand  the  meaning  of  this  vifion?  Who 
think  you  are  thefe  excellent  perfons  that  appear  fo 
elorioully  apparelled  with  glittering  fpotlefs  robes  i  And 
from  what  condition,  and  how  is  it  that  they  came 

hither. 

14.  To  which  I  anfwertd  in  an  humble,  modeft  and 
refpedful  manner,  and  with  a  free  confrffion  of  my 
own  ignorance,  you.  Sir,  underftand  thefe  things  much 
better  than  I,  and,  as  it  lies  in  your  power,  TGiould  e- 
{teem  it  a  great  favour,  if  you  would  plcafe  particularly 
to  inform  me  of  them.  Then,  to  give  me  a  clear  and 
fa  defying  account  of  this  delightful  feene,  he  readily  re¬ 
plied,  this  glorious  fhining  and  palm  bearing  multitude 
arc  the  faithful  faints  and  fervants  of  Chufl,  ih:;t  have 
bravely  encountered  fore  trials  and  afflictions  for  his 
name’s  fake  on  earth  ;  (like  thefe  mentioned  chap,  vu 
9  — 1 1 .}  and  fo  through  much  tniwUthn  have  entered 
into  the  kingdom  of  God :  (A£ts  xiv.  22  )  and  the  fpieu* 
did  robes  ot  perfect  righteoufnefs  in  which  they  fhine, 
are  net  purified  and  brig  h tried  by  iheir  own  fuffcrir^, 
or  the  blood  of  manyrdom,  any  more  than  ty  ih.ir 
tears  of  repentance,  or  their  own  obedience;  but  mere¬ 
ly  by  the  atoning  blood  of  the  Lamb  of  God,  Not  ad 
literally  waffled  with  it,  which  would  have  made  them 
red  inftead  of  white ;  but  as  fhed,  and  applied  in  its 
merit  and  virtue  for  the  remilllon  of  their  fins,  and  for 
their  complete  jufttficarion,  andfpotlefs  purity, through 
faith  in  him.  (fte*Eph.  15^*27,) 

15.  It  is  00  this  account,  as  the  Only  meritorious  of 
deferring  caufe  of  it,  that  they  are  now  etalted  to  a 
ftate  of  the  fuhlimcft  purity  and  dignify,  joy  and  pnufe, 
in  the  immediate  pfefence  of  God  as  fitting  upon  his 
heavenly  throne  ;  and  that  they  incelTantfy  worfhip,  a- 
dore  and  glorify  Mm,  as  his  attendants,  in  his  holy  ami 
blefled  habitation  on  high,  which,  though  properly 
fpeakingj  there  is  no  night  n or  darknefs  in  tfaar  ftate, 

(chap. 


Ch.  yii 
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1 6  Ttiej  (lal{ 
Jini^rniimsrf, 

neither  thirft  a- 
ny  rnnre.  neither 
ft  he  fa  a  light 
©n  rVicm,  oar  a* 
my  hub 


(chap  xxiu  J.)  may  be  called!  their  fervtng  him  day 
and  nighty  in  iHufion  to  the  priefts  and  Lev  Ices,  who 
continually Terved  God  by  night,  as  yrell  as  by  day,  in 
the  tabernacle  and  temple,  (Pf,  ciaiv.  r.)  and  his  glo¬ 
rious  majefty,  who  fits  upon  the  throne,  will  ever  bare 
the  moft  intimate  comm  union  with  them,  and  gra* 
cioos  refidence  among  them,  to  cofifummaxe  their  fe¬ 
licity 

16.  In  this  honourable  and  hiifsful  (titc,  they,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fullcft  meaning  of  atitieut  prophecy,  (If  xlii- 
10*)  fhail  never  have  *any  painful  appetites,  like  thofe 
of  unlatisfied  hunger  and  thirft;  nor  any  cravings  of 
greater  hsppinels  than  they  enjoy,  much  lefs  of  earthly 
things,  and  much  left  (till  of  carnal  and  fenfual  plea> 
fures:  Nor  fhalJ  they  ever  be  molefted  any  morejyUh 
fiery  trials  that  fcorch  like  the  ftui  in  its  full  ftrengtb; 
nor  be  made  gneafy,  or-  incommoded  by  tin  or  Satan* 
afflictions  or  labours  of  any  kind,  that  are  uncomfort¬ 
able,  tedious,  and  irkfome,  like  the  heat  of  a  fultry 
day* 

17.  For  as  to  their  not  hungring  nor  thtrfting,  the 
exalted  Lamb  of  God,  who,  in  dtltinftion  from  the  faints 
and  angels  that  Hand  before,  and  round  about  the 
throne,  (ver*  9*  11.)  fits  with  his  Heavenly  Father* 
pafleffedof  all  divine  majefty  and  power,  as  God-man 
Mediator,  in  his  throne-  (chap,  iii,  2t-)  He  will  per¬ 
petually  fupply  and'fitiatc  them  with  the  richefl  enter¬ 
tainments,  and  will  conduct  them  to  the  fountain¬ 
head  of  ever*  flowing,  over  flowing,  and  ever  living 
and  reviving  con  rotations :  And,  as  to  the ir  being  freed 
from  ail  uncalincft,  the  great  and  bluffed  God  will  en¬ 
tirely  take  away  ail  caufes  ami  appearances  of  trouble 
from  them ;  and  as  a  tender  mother*  not  only  fucklcs 
her  child,  but  wipes  off  the  mournful  tears  that  trickle 
down  from  its  eves,  and  doth  all  ihe  can  to  cheer  and 

f  ■ 

comfort  it,  fo  their  God  will  effectually  remove  all 
forrow  from,  their  hearts,  and  every  token  of  it ;  all 
former  grievances  being  palled  away-  (chap.  xxi.  4,) 


fcE  CO  L  LT.OT  1  ON*.  - 

With  what  kiTvtnrf$,  rare*  and  leiirtcmt'fc  f*od  irdutae  hia  people,  by 
giviDcthem  feafo  ruble  refpitea  from  the  troubles  of  this  evil  world!  Yea,  f*> 
great  is  his  favour  toward  them,  that,  for  their  rakes-  hr  mercifully  ;;virls 
piWicjudijtmrnie  from  thofe  ns! ions  of  tiic^rlh,  th  11  perrrrt  them  to  livt  in 
P^soe  and  Gifety  ;  ard  when,  through  the  ri>rr:mthw  of  miTikinil,  perfreutiom* 
and  errors  threaten  the  church  of  Chrift.  lie  will  take  rfW\u:d  care  of  his  foil¬ 
ed  ones,  and  have  a  vaft  many  ihoafandsov  hen*  below  to  own,  honour 
and  frrve  h^m*  Hw  fhwiM  it  animate  *heit'  S'tith,  pi.iftrce*  and  corner,  im- 
all  their  tribuhriorii  fr;r  thrift,  to r'litiSt  of  ;Ue  gbn-i-sus,  final, -and  c'cnuil 
iflue  gf  theca  ail-  God,  iii  tic  rkdits  of  Lis  grace,  will  abundantly  mure  than 

c^m. 


17  For  the 
Lamb  which  is 
in  the  inidft  of 
ihir  thnat  ih*l\ 
feed  them,  ami 
l!ull  lead  them 

iinttiUvinl^Eiii- 
tams*ofwiTers: 
fliti]  Gflil  Jhatl 

wipe  away  all 

tears  frcuotbeir 
eyti- 
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compensate  thrir  frtereft  bardfliips  for  hi  a  fake.  Innumerable  multitudes  of 
them  from  among  all  nations  flutl  ftiine  m  the  brighteft  robes  of  purity  right e- 
oufnrft  and  glory,  ns  made  white  hy  the  blood  of  the  Lamb;  and  they  ihdl 
triumph,  as  with  palms  of  victory t  joy,  and  praife  in  their  hands ;  ami  fhnTl 
worfhtp  God  with  unwearied  and  uninterrupted  pkafure  in  his  heavenly  temple 
above..  God  hiiufdf,  as  fitting  cm  bin  throne  of  glory,  will  dwell,  in  the  rnnJl 
immediate  anil  delightful  manner  among  them,  to  bauifh  all  uneafiiirfs  far  fm:n 
thrm ;  and  hr,  as  the  original  fountain,  and  jefiis  Ciirifl:  as  the  purchafer,  and 
immediate  beftower  of  nil  poffible  bleffcdnefs,  will  refrelh  and  completely 

fy  them  with  the  inoft  refined  and  tranrporting,  fubftanual  and  noble  enjoy¬ 
ments,  ever  frdh  "and  flowing  to  the  tit  molt  of  their  enlarged  capacities  and 
de  fires-  And  O,  with  what  cneerful  acclamations  in  heaven  will  they  dlfclaim 
all  merit  of  their  own,  and  aferibe  the  inti  re  glory  of  their  ftlvation  to  the  free 
and  diftmgurfhtng  grace  of  God,  through  the  atoiudg  bcrifice  of  bis  Son  ! 
And  with  what  harmonious  concert  will  all  the  holy  angels  join  in  celebrating 
the  praifes  of  God’s  perfections,  and  of  his  works  of  nature,  providence  And 
grace !  To  whom,  together  with  the  Lamb,  be  afcribed  all  glory  for  ever  and  c- 
ver,  Amen. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

■ 

The  fiventh  feal  is  opened*  and ft  U  net  follows  in  heaven  for  a  Stile fpacei 
and  fiven  angels  appear  with fiven  trumpet s*  ready  to  proclaim  the 
purpefe  of  God  relating  to  the  Roman  empire*  the  church  and  the  world 
after  the  Chrijliah faith  had  been  puBlickly  embraced*  and  began  to  be 
corrupted:  1.2,  But*  before  they  execute  t  heir  oficf*  another  an* 
gel  appears  at  tlx  golden  altar  to  efferincenfi  with  the  prayers  of  all 
faints*  and  then  cafi$ fire  on  the  earth*  which  produces  terrible  forms 
tf  vengeance ;  3 — 5  -  hereupon  the  {even  angeh prepare  to  found  their 
trumpets  in  their  order  as  fignats  of  the  judgements  of  God  thjt 
were  to  be  gradually  exeat  ted  on  the  empire*  6.  Thefirji  angel  bhvss 
his  trumpet*  which  is  followed  with  a  form  of  hail*  fire  and  blcul ; 
Jignifying  the  great  deft ruftion  that  Jhoutd fall  on  the  Chrijiian  em~ 
pire  after  Conftantind  s  death  till  the  reign  cf  Theodolites* f row  ab.u  t 
the  year  337  So  379,  7*  The  fee  end  trumpet  is  followed  with  a  burn¬ 
ing  mountain  cali  into  the  fea  ;  fignfyinp  the  invafion  cf  Italy  by 
the  uortbren  nations*  till  Rome  was  f&c\eaby  Alaric*  about  the  year 
41 1*  8.  9*  The  third  trumpet  is  followed  with  the  fasting  of  a  fiery 
far  called  wormwood*  on  the  rivers  ;  Signifying  the  dev  aft  at  ions  in 
Italy*  that  put  sin  end  to  the  Roman  empire *  andfot  up  the  kingdom 
of  the  Goths  about  the  year  493*  f  o*  1 1 .  The  fourth  trumpet  is  foU 
lowed' with  a  darkning  of  the  thrid  part  of  the  fun *  moon  and  flars* 
S&nSfiftS  f  isher  wars  in  Italy*  that  ended  tn  a  total  fubverfion  cf 
the  power  of  Rome*  and  the  fitting  up  of  the  exarchate  of  Ravenna 
about  the  year  568*  12.  And  another  angel  denonvees  jtill  greater 
wees  to  come  upon  the  earth  under  the  three  following  trumpets*  1 3. 
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PlSAPHUIE. 


AX  D  when 
he  had  «►- 

p?ufj  di£  fe- 
▼ont  life  ili  there 
wj)  filcnce  i  n 
heaven  about 
ijofpaceof  hall' 
au  Jiour* 


*  An*!  I  fiw 
the  f/veti  an:* 
which  ftoad  he- 
fare  trod;  ail -t 
to  ill  .‘in  wciwi^ 

r  r 

veti  tevejl  train - 

peu* 


^  A'ul  another 
a:i.V  1  cjiiit?  and 

_  j 

U>*vi  at  the  al- 
tArihavinjrajrid- 
<W«nftfr;  and 

t)i«rrw«j  j;i  vert 

unto  him  i>vu  h 
inc*n(tf,  that  He 
ojFv-r  it 

with  the  wr.tv- 

■  + 

vr  i  of  ail  iVnts 

vtiu?!  wliii-h 
v,n  before  the 
tiirune* 


i.  AND  now,  to  go  on  with  my  prophetic  vifion  of 

the  righteous  judgements  of  Gad,  that  would 
fall  on  the  Roman  empire  after  it  became  Chriftian, 
bin  degenerated  into  p^r  fee  tiring  and  erroneous  princi¬ 
ples,  and  practices  ;■  when  the  Lord  Jefns,  the  Limb  of 
God,  who  had  opened  the  fix  former  feals,  (chap,  vi,) 
took  off  the  fevemh  and  laft,  to  difclofe  the  contents 
of  that  part  of  the  roil,  i  perceived  that,  as  in  the  tem¬ 
ple  wo r Jlri p,  the  people  were  (ilently  employed  in  fecret 
prayer  at  the  time  of  incenfe,  (Labe  i.  to.)  there  was 
a  proto  md  filencc  in  heaven  for  a  little  while,  in  hum* 
b!c  expedition  of  whit  was  next  to  be  revealed"  after 
the  Ihort  interval  of  the  church's  peace  and  profperity, 
(chap.  vii.  3.) 

And  l  taw  the  feven  angels  hereafter  mentioned, 
'{ver.  6*)  who  ftood  before  God  to  receive  and  execute 
his  commmds  :  and  thcro'Mra.^  an  appearance  of  feveu 
trumpets  that  were  given  to  them,  each  of  them  ha¬ 
ving  one,  to  proclaim  the  judgements,  which  were  to 
be  executed  in  feven  fucceffive  icalons,  till  they  alt 
fhould  be  comp  lea  ted. 

3.  And  l  hebetd  another  angd,  fuperior  to  all  thefe, 
even  the  meflenger  of  the  covenant,  the  fame  head  and 
Lord  of  all  the  angelic  hofi,  that  appeared  before  with 
a  fovercign  command  over  them  :  (chap,  vii,  2.)  #  and 
as  the  high  prieit  on  the  gTcat  day  of  attouement  car¬ 
ried  a  more  than  ordinary  quantity  of  incenfe  in  a  gol- 

riotis  Angel  cf  God's  pretence,  who  in  his  incarnate 
p'jrfcm  is  the  gofpel  high  pridt,  was  reprefented  ns 
handing  in  a  minifiring  pofturc  before  the  altar  of 
burnt- offering,  to  figuify  the  atonement  he  had  made 
by  his  blood  ;  and  then  as  having  a  go]dcn  ccnfer,  fill¬ 
ed  with  live  coals  from  the  altar,  tn  fignify  that  his  me* 
diation  is  carried  on  in  virtue  of  [its  expiatory  facrifice: 

Vol.  VL  f  R  and 


N  O 

*  I  think  what  fa  id  of  this 

to  rut  other  than  Cluill  bint' 
fir  If,  (fen  the  note  <hi  diap-  vii,  2  }  and  f 
s*Tt  :nrlined3  with  Sii*  Ifaae  Newton* 
(!;.*'  Ms  obfer  v  3 1  To  o  s  on  tUt  spnciilvpl'tf, 
jw6?j  to  mi'lnibitid  r!d$ikfft*rijig<if  in-> 

erti&  hi  a  Liu  Han  to  the  urvke  uf  flic 

who,  »n  the  tl-iy  of  rxpia- 
tlon,  t^ok  Hrc  frnin  th<*  £?-c*r  altar  in  a 
gulden  confer,  a;M  carryH:*  Timr*=  tlinn 
a  rommoo  quantity,  M'hiHi  n'i^bt  be 
called  much  incenfrj  tiuenc  it  Wbtvtlit 
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Lord  within  the  veil  nil  that  day;  (T^cv, 
xvi.  iu3  flnfl  Ticb  i't  fir  Tbiy'Vems 
to  ht:  the  moft.  lively  an.-?  ftriklng  fi  nrs 

tri  rijc  intcrtcillnsi  of  Qinlk*  <mr  gre  it 
hijvh  pricLk  u'iio  Is  enured  Inin  (but 
within  the  veil,  even  heaven  lift  if 
iv,  14.  and  vi.  i<j.  10)  However,  it  is  of 
Jill l*  tmpnrtjjicv  whether  wc  take  the 
aJhvhon  to  be  th«  J.illy  fervirt  of  the 
J:l  Jt:r  iJl'i'.’ft,,  (f£XO(J  ■  X7LX.  7.  f))  Of  tO  (hit 
on  lHc  *reat  &±y  atontmcnL 
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4  And  the 

fiuokc  of  the  in- 
tertfe  w &ch  came 
with  the  pray¬ 
ers  of  eh  eft  inti, 
a  fee  tided  up  be- 
tare  God,  out 
of  the  angers 
biod 


$  A  md  the  air- 
gel  too k  the Ce li¬ 
fer,  and  fitted  it 
with  fire  of  the 
altar,  and  raft  it 
into  the  earth, 
und  there  were 
voice*,  a  ml 
tht!T)drinp,nnd 
lightnings,  and 
aa  earthquake. 


and  much  incenfe  was  given  him,  to  fignify  the  fdlnefl 
of  his  meat  in  the  di  (charge  of  his  prieftly  office,  to 
which  he  was  called,  and  for  which  he  was  anointed* by 
Cod  the  Father,  (<«  tar*  re*  to  the  end  that 

he  might  give  or  add  it  to  the  humble,  importunate 
and  believing  prayers  of  all  that  are  cleanfed  by  his 
blood,  and  fantlined  by  his  fpirit,  to  render  them  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  God  in  his  interceffion  before  the  mercy 
feat,  or  throne  of  grace ;  as  the  perfume  of  incenle 
which  was  oflered  on  the  golden  attar  was  atypical  ap¬ 
pointment  for  adding  fragrancy  to  the  prayers  of  IfracI, 

4.  And  as  the  perfuming  fmokc  of  incenfe,  which 
was  made  of  the  fined  aromatic,  fpices,  afeended  up  like 
a  doud  to  heaven  with  the  prayers  of  the  congregation 
of  Ifrael,  xh.it  were  offered  at  the  fame  time  \  fo  a  rc- 
prefeatatton  was  made  of  the  virtue  of  Chuft’s  lacrifice, 
which  mingled  like  a  fweet  odour,  with  the  prayers  of 
holy  worfiiippers ;  and,  like  the  incenfe  that  pafied 
through  the  hands  of  the  high  prieft,  was  ptefeoted  to- 
gethcr  with  them  before  God,  by  the  Mediator  and 
Mefienger  of  the  new  covenant  in  his  ever  prevailing 
advocacy,  to  cover  their  imperfe£Kous  and  recommend 
them  to  the  divine  favour  for  audience  and  acceptance. 

5*  And  the  Angel  of  God’s  presence  having  thus, 
in  his  tender  Jove  and  companion  to  bis  people,  tea  led 
and  taken  care  of  them,  (chap.  vii.  2.  3.)  and  fecurcd 
a  gracious  anfwer  to  their  regular  prayers,  (ver.  4  )  be¬ 
fore  the  intended  deflations  were  come  upon  the  earth } 
he  then,  to  Ihew  Eiis  juft  indignation  again  ft  his  and 
their  enemies,  was  represented  to  me,  as  taking  the 
center,  and  as  going  from  the  golden  to  the  brazen  al¬ 
tar,  where  he  filled  it  with  the  horning  coats  of  this  al¬ 
tar,  which  were  an  emblem  of  the  wrath  of  God  that 
could  be  appesifed  only  by  a  facrifice  of  atonement; 
and  he  threw  them  down  with  mighty  vengeance  on 
the  Roman  empire,  the  principal  part  of  this  earth,  that 
had  corrupted  the  Chriflian  faith,  worffitp  and  man¬ 
ners,  and  endeavoured  by  all  fuhtle  and  violent  m  ra¬ 
in  res  to  fppprrfs  them:  and  immediately  hereupon, 
there  arofe  a  terrible  tempeft:  which  produced  roaring 
winds,  and  loud  chaps  of  thunder,  and  ft  rung  (taffies  of 
lightening,  and  a  Shocking  earthquake,  as  though  all  na¬ 
ture  were  diflolving  ;  *  which  were  awful  emblems  of 
direful  judgements,  that  were  to  be  denounced,  as  what 
fliould  be  executed  in  their  order* 

Ac- 


>r  o  T  E- 

•  Voters,  tTinndertav^  KgTitniogs'j  and  of  righteous  jndgeinent.aBd  pint* 

«irthqivkeif  attcmW  with  fire,  ait  etm*  cnfarly  in  tlua  nrophenc  book*  ebay  ni 
bleuiM  in  Scrl|itnre  luiffuane  of  drenrf-  and 
"™  calamities  wkitli  God  jiifiicu  in 
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fc 

6  And  the  fe- 


hul  the  feven 
t  rumpett,  pre- 
p.trcd  them- 

fclvej  to  GmiuL 


7  Thcflrft  »n- 
grl  founded,  and 

r> 

tii^rc  fallowed 
li/iif  anti  fire 
Angled  vith 
blond,  and  they 
n'ere  call  upon 
the  earth :  and 
the  third  part 
of  tree*  was 
barm  up, and  all 
rven  grifi  wu 

urnt  np. 


t 


S  the  lr- 
tend  Linnet  foun- 
dut  and  at  it 
txeix  a  great 

prtunraift  burn¬ 
ing  with  fire 
v.ms  r.ilt  futo 
the  fci;  aod  the 
itiii’fl  part  nf 
th«j  lsa  became 
blood  ; 


9  And  th® 
third  part  nf  the 

creatures  width 


Yht  Revelation  par&pbrafed*  t S9 

6*  Accordingly  the  feven  angels*  who  were  coramif- 
fionod  to  found  the  ajarm  in  their  rcfpe£Hve  cOurfes, 
and  were  no  longer  under  teftraint,  as  the  four  angels 
were  before,  (dup*  vii.  3.)  feerned  to  put  themfeives 
into  a  proper  pollure  for  blowing  each  one  his  trumpet 
in  its  courfe, 

Trumpht  L]  7,  Then  the  firft  angel  {bunded  his 
trumpet  *  and  thereupon  I  had  a  vjfion  of  a  dreadful 
temped  of  hail  and  lightening*  attended  with  a  ftiower 
of  blood,  like  one  of  the  plagues  of  Egypt;  (Exod-  ix* 
24.  25*)  which  fignified  in  the  ftile  ot  prophecy  great 
devatiation  upon  rhe  wicked  of  the  earth :  (Ff.  ij,  6* 
and  xviii.  [3*  lfa.  xxviiu  a,  and  xxix*  6,  and  xxx.  30.) 
and  fo  mighty  was  the  deflation,  that  It  cut  off  the 
great  men  and  common  people,  as  emblematically  re* 
prefented  by  the  Waft  that  fiich  (forms  ordinarily  bring 
upon  the  trees  and  the  green  grafs  of  the  field;  which 
may  be  confidercd  as  a  figurative  description  of  the  wo- 
ful  calamities  that  were  to  be  brought  upon  the  empire 
between  the  year  337  and  379,  by  means  of  the  wars 
of  Conftanti  ne,  Conftaucc^and  Conftantius,  the  three 
Tons  of  Conftamine  the  great*  which  commenced  (bon 
after  his  deceafe;  and  rfliied  in  the  deftrucUon  of  bis 
family,  and  in  the  terrible  ravages,  that  were  made  on 
all  ranks  and  degrees  of  people,  together  with  the  fruits 
of  the  ground,  and  vaft  effufioas  of  hlood,  by  the  nor¬ 
thern  barbarous  nations  that  broke  in  upon  the  empire  5 
*  which  might  be  (tiled  the  third  part  of  the  earth,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  reckoning  of  the  aniientt,  who*  till  A- 
eutica  was  difeovered,  fpokc  of  the  earth  as  divided  in¬ 
to  three  parts,  of  which  llimtpe  was  one* 

Trumpet  11-3  8-9-  Then  the  fecond  angel  blew 
his  trumpet;  and  thereupon,  methought,  I  law  an  aw* 
ful  appearance,  as  though  a  huge  mountain,  all  on  (ire, 
was  thrown  into  the  fea,  by  means  of  which  the  waters 
of  the  third  part  of  the  fea  were  turned  into  blood,  as 
the  great  river  Nile  formerly  was  in  one  of  the  plagues 
of  Egypt-  {Eiod.  vii*  17-  r8.)  And  this  wasfo  grie¬ 
vous  a  Calamity,  that  the  third  part  of  the  fifties,  which 
fwam  in  the  fea  were  killed  ;  and  rhe  third  part  of  men, 
in  their  (hips  of  war  and  vcftels  of  merchandize,  were  de¬ 
ft  royed,  *  which  was  a  figurative  prediction  of  fur¬ 
ther  judgements,  that  flwuld  make  difinal  havoek  upon 
Rome  and  Italy,  and  other  parts  of  the  weft  cm  empire, 

R  2  to 


Mo 

*  The  fciftnrits  ofthe  timer  that  cor* 

refpond  to  this  and  the  following  pro- 
fihrries,  mar  he  con  ful  ted  In  MrfljT 

Med?.  Vitrinra^'liiHxrti^nd  Uwinan, 
the  1  all  of  which  1  have  mo&l)  fallen  1a 
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with,  end  ro  winch  the  rf?Jer  1?  here 
HVrirtl  for  tliefe  and  fcvcral  other 
ihfts  uodt-T  thlsaud  the  futceduiE  truitt- 


*fhe  R.EVELATICTK 


Cl),  riil. 


i rere  in  tVe  frf) 
anil  lifc.di* 
cd ;  itrithhcthird 
pnrtofchc 
v;'re  deftmyed. 


to  A  Till  th  e 

thlrihiniBeifann- 

ded,  ami  there 
JJl  a  Krcat  l tar 

from  ll^vcni 
hnriiliig  as  it 
were  a  tamp* and 
it  fell  upon-  the 
third  part  ofthe 
riv«r?.  and  np- 
on  the  form* 
i  aids  of  water* 

1 1  Aud  the 
name  nfrWiUr 
is  called  Worm¬ 
wood  i  &nd  the 
third  part  ol  lllC 
vr iters  became 
wormwood;  and 
many  men  died 
of  the  waters, 
becaufe  they 
were  made  bit* 
ter- 


\2  Ami  the 
fUtrtli  anjrvl 

founded,  and  the 


to  the  tle(lru£HtMi  of  abundance  of  their  inhabitants, 
ftrengtb  and  t  iches;  land  may  be  confidered  as  fulfilled, 
by  repeated  irruptions  of  the  Vandals  and  other  burba* 
tons  nations  into  France  and  Spun*  6r.  and  by  Alari- 
cus*s  plundering  Home*  and  laying  wafle  the  country 
round  about  it,  between  the  year  379  and  411. 

Trumtet  Ill  ]  i.c*  ii-  Then  the  third  angel  blew 
his  trumpet;  and  thereupon,  methought,  I  beheld  a 
great  blazing  ftar  fallen  flown,  like  a  fiery  meteor,  from 
heaven  to  the  earth,  and  it  lighted  upon  the  third  pait 
of  the  rivers*  and  fp rings  or  fountains  of  waters ;  and 
fo  exceeding  bitter  were  the  fruits  oF  this,  that  from 
thence  it  may  be  figuratively  called  Wormwood  ;  a^d 
by  the  falling  down  of  this  flaming  (hr  thofe  waters  were 
infected  with  fuch  a  pd fonous  quality,  as  killed  multi¬ 
tudes  of  people  that  drank  of  them,  btcaufc  they  were 
moft  grievoufly  bitter :  thereby  ftgnifjrtng  flill  greater 
devailvitions  that  tliould  cut  off  fevera!  of  the  Roman 
provinces,  and*  in  a  nmtncr,  deftroy  the  government 
jtftlf,  the  feat  of  empire,  and  (he  fuuuuiti  of  all  au¬ 
thority  in  it »  which  may  be  confidered  as  emblemati¬ 
cal  of  the  following  invafions  of  the  Goth’s  and  Van¬ 
dals,  and  other  barbarous  nations  between  the  year  412 
and  493  ;  chirHy  under  the  command  of  Genferic,  who 
came  into  Italy,  and  lacked  and  plundered  Rome  about 
the  year  455;  and'  under  the  command  of  Odoacer 
king  of  the  Hcruli,  who  again  invaded  Italy  about  the 
year  476,  and  marched  to  Rome,  which  he  alfo  took 
and  plundered,  carrying  away  a  great  deal  of  its  treafure, 
and  a  multitude  of  people;  and  returning  afterwards, 
retook  Romr,  cum|uerrd  all  Italy,  and,  *  funning  the 
title  of  a  ling  m  hlinf-lf,  dethroned  Augtdlulus  the 
Chriilian  emperor;  which  was  figuratively  reprefemed 
according  to  prophetic  ftile,  by  the  failing  of  a  (lar, 
{liii*  xiv  12 — 15.  and  Dan-  viii.  10,)  and  by  drying  up 
fountains  and  rivers  of  water  ;  (If*,  xix.  4—3.  and  Hof* 
xtii,  15-  16.)  and  which  v/as  like  that  plague  of  Jigypr, 
whereby  the  rivers,  ponds  and  pools  think,  and  all  their 
waters  were  turned  into  blood.  (Exod.  vii.  20.  21.) 

TkUWfET  IV*]  i a.  Then  the  fourth  angel  blew 
his  trumpet;  and  thereupon,  m; thought,  I  faw  a  thick 
da r kinds  covering  the  face  of  the  heavens  to  fitch  a  de* 


NOTE. 

f  In  the  ft  tie  of  prophecy,  ihouDUmis  And  deed  lillicj  «f  tW  waters  arc  cth- 
&rc  emblems  «f  cities.  and  ca(tf  lift  them  fcftmi  cif  the  fleitvut  tion  of  nation* 
Jutrt  the  fea  of  tlie  nwft  terrible  dtfobi-  Ezrk  xti^  3—12  A^d  fo  rhefe  are 
riant,  Jer.  It  a> — 50*  onrt  Pf.  xlv*  1  :  p'.-nper  figures  tu  r^prefent  Rome,  and 
The  f«a,  as  ft  Election  *>f  waters.,  is  an  The  con  titty  round  about,  as  tumbling 
emblem  of  large  cnllcctioiix  of-'  people  la  to  contulion  uid  rain, 
iuco  one  body  politic.  Rev.  Jivii.  1 5, 
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afj  i 


The  Retslation  paraphrafed* 


third  part  of  the 

fun  was  fniitcen, 
and  the  third 
pirtofthroinciu, 
and  the  thin) 
jtort.ofthefbiri ; 
J"f>  m  the  third 
parrofthcm  was 
(Urknrd,stn<lthc 
day  (limit  not 
for  a  third  part 

of  it,  and  the 
eight  HJtewiic* 


13  And  T  be* 
held,  and  heard 
an  angel  flying 
throp^n  the 
»>idftofbc;ivcu, 
jiving  with  a 
loud  voice,  VVn, 
wo,  wo,  to  the 
inliabitersof  the 
earth,  hyretifon 
of  the  ^tlier  vol¬ 
te*  of  the  truni* 
pi:i  of  the  three 
angels  which 
kreyet  to  found* 


gree,  that  the  fun  which  (hone  on  this  third  part  of  the 
earth,  gave  no  light  by  day*  nor  the  moon  nor  ftars  by 
night,  info  much  that  all  was  gloomy  and  diftnal,  ill* 
tireiy  dark  unto  a  total  eclipfr,  which  ovcr(hadow\l  this 
third  part  of  the  earth,  both  day  and  night;  which 
might  fignify  the  utter  drftruttion  of  the  impe¬ 
rial  city,  and  of  all  its  authority,  both  fupreme  and  fub- 
ordinate,  as  lodged  iti  the  hands  of  princes,  nobles  and 
inferior  magi  ft  rates  under  its  former  conftitution,  ac¬ 
cording  to  prophetic  reprefentations  of  the  dreadful 
downfall  of  kingdoms  and  nations,  by  the  darknmgof 
the  fun,  moon  and  (tars*  Ifa*  xiii.  p« — it.  and  Kze k. 
xatxii*  7-  8.)  ►  and  this  may  be  considered  as  fulfilled 
between  the  year  49  j  and  56S,  hy  means  of  the  wars 
in  Italy  between  the  Goths  and  the  forces  of  juftiniair 
the  emperor  of  the  eaft,  which  Jaftcd  about  twenty  years ; 
and  in"  the  courfe  of  which  Rome  was  befieged  and  ta¬ 
ken  five  times;  and  all  the  country  fuffered  the  greats 
eft  calamities  of  war,  attended  with  the  pe  ft  Hence,  and 
famine,  till,  at  length,  Rome  was  imire)yfubtlued,and 
deprived  of  all  remains  of  authority,  and  fubjecletl  to 
the  exarchate,  which  was  fet  up  at  Raven nu  abo tit  the 
year  568.  - 

13.  And  while  I  was  waiting  to  hear  the  fifth  angel 
found  his  trumpet,  I  faw  in  my  vifiou  and  heard,  not 
one  of  the  feven  but  another  angel,  who  flew  with  the 
utmoft  fpeed  through  the  nridft  of  heaven,  and  cried  a- 
loud  with  a  terrible  voice,  that  all  might  hear,  and  the 
church  might  take  warning,  and  prepare  for  all  events 
faying,  though  the  judgements  which  have  been  fore¬ 
told,  under  the  four  trumpets  already  founded,  as  to 
come  upon  the  Roman  empire,  and  particularly  on  its 
weftern  part,  for  its  degeneracy  fmee  it  became  Chrifli* 
an,  are  very  great ;  yet  much  more  tremendous  and  ex- 

R  3  tenfive 
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*  Mr  Lowinan,  iti  his  hi  ft  ory  of  the 
third  and  fourth  rrutnpetit,  obfervrs, 
th«  frnn  after  IH^icer  had  taken  to 
Jiimlrlf  the  title  of  klmg  of  Italy,  (wmt 
unite  it  about  two  jffan)  Thodoridc, 
At  the  licftd  of  the  Gorh*  In  Hiyricum, 
attacks  Odoacer’s  new  founded  kingdom 
in  Italy,  centres  Odnaccr,  u^ercftmts 
him,  and  pim  him  to  death;  nod  fo 

liiumlcd  the  Gothic  lllii^lnni  of  Italy 
H*hkli  wmtinneil  many  year*  under  Ml 
fuctxilWrs*  till  it  wa i  fuhducd  by  Har* 

fo*.  for  the  emperor  3  A*  D- 

553*  howler  u^iicr  the  Gothic  kingdom 
Jlo:nc,  rUtnigli  it  loft  tue  fit | irr in r  autiin- 
ffV  of  Hie  empire,  was  permitted  to  re* 
t:f*n  f#;iw  appea  n  oiv  of  it^  ant  lent  ibrni 
•r  government  um]  iingiftracy.  TUco- 


d^rick  made  R.rvennft  the  feat  of  hit 
kingdom;  yet  Rome  retain*  it*  foliate 
and  confid*,  and  the  imnge  of  it*  f»rnt* 
er  government  —A  little  after  Hie  E;i~ 
nrctiate  of  ftkvcnnawa?  eftabHfUcd  by 
the  cnijierorjLltin.  1L  Loiigimn  i$  feur 
into  haly*  He  appoint*  *  Drw  form  rf 
government  s  the  font  of  juivcrnmcii: 

from  that  titrse  fixed  at  Ka'rcn::-\. 

and  every  city  of  Italy  entire! v  fuhj^cr- 
ed  to  the  Ex,irch,  ,hnrh  in  things  civil 
unri  military  J'lms  Rome  Jolt  nil  her 
dignity  and  authority,  her  /mate  and 

coti'iih  ;  and  wus  put  upon  a  Jcvrlirlth 
ait  the  li'il'.t  cii!:i  and  town*  of  Italy, 
and  hLv£:n?flii!y  a  IViall  Jutdty  of  che 

cxirch^ic,"  fre* 
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ten five  calamities  /till  are  appointed  of  God  to  be  in* 

flitted,  particularly  on  the  lubje£h  of  its  caftem  parr* 
l>y  means  of  the  fewer  punifhments  that  are  ro  be  de¬ 
nounced  again  ft  them,  tor  their  grofs  corruptions  in 
tio&riiie,  worlhip  and  manners,  by  the  three  other 
trumpets  which  the  remaining  three  angels  are  to 
found  in  their  order,  as  fignafs  of  them ;  and  fc  he 
ufliered  them  in  with  three  woes,  diilioftly  repeated, 
that  would  fall  in  their  order  upon  the  eaftern  as  well 
as  the  weftern  empire ;  the  two  firft  by  the  ravages  of 
the  Saracens  under  the  fifth  and  fixth  trumpets ;  and 
the  third  upon  all  antichriftian  nations,  eafterp  and 
weftern,  under  thefeventb. 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

How  ftiort  are  the  intervals  of  profperity  and  peace  to  the  church  of  thrift 
in  ptrlccuLiiig  ages  !  But  while  they  are  engaged  in  humble  and  folrmn  add  rtf* 
fes  at  the  throne  of  grace,  and  commit  themfebes  and  all  their  concern*  by  faith 
to  the  wife,  holy  and  foverrigti  difpofels  of  divine  Providence,  Jcfas  their  frreat 
lugh-pricft,  altar,  and  facrificc,  as  well  as  the  angel  of  the  covenant*  prefeme 
their  prayers  in  hU  mtereeffion,  and  perfumes  them  with  the  odours  of  his  ato¬ 
ning  death',  which  is  like  the  fwetteft  of  all  incenfe  to  take  away  the  cflrnfive- 
nefi  pf  their  imperfections,  that  they  maybe  gracioufly  accepted,  heard  and 
anfwei^rt.  0  hgppy  provifioa  for  all  thjt  faints  in  the  worft  of  times !  They  are 
taken  under  divine  care  and  prote&ion,  while  all  the  terrors  of  God's  righteous 
vengeance  are  coming  upon  the  wicked  of  this  world,  and  the  degenerate  pro- 
Jefibra  of  chrift’s  name*  What  images  of  horror  can  be  ftyong  enough  to  paint 
out  their  bitter  di(trd$!  Wc  may  read  fame  thing  of  it  in  the  firikipg  emblems 
of  tmptftuoos  winds,  thunders,  lightnings  and  earthquakes,  dreadful  ft orma 
of  hail,  fire,  and  Mood*  burning  mountains,  falling  ftars,  apd  the  moft  diimal 
riarknefe,  that  throw  all  nature  into  convulfiono,  and  faread  copfttrnation  and 
rniferiitt,  death  and  mm,  among  *11  ranks  and  orders  or  jnen  upon  earth,  cfpt> 
dally  among  thofe  that  wear,  but  diflionour  and  abufe,  the  Chriftian  name  by 
their  abominations.  And  yet  how  long- faffed itg  and  flow  to  anger  is  t  lie  gra* 
pious  God  !  What  previous  repeated  warpinga  and  notices  before*  hand  dot  h 
he  five,  by  his  word  and  providence,  to  lead  mtn  to  repentance,  when  he  is  a- 
bout  to  conic  out  of  Ms  place  topunifli  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  !  And  how 
gradually  doth  he  proceed  in  executing  firft  Idler*  and  then  greater  judgements 
upon  t^cm,  proportionate  to  the  increafe  of  their  iniquity*  and  obftinacy  in  itf 
li!J  all  former  methods  having  failed  of  reclaiming  them,  lie  makes  an  utter  end 
of  them  \  But  Q  ihe  comfort  and  encouragement  of  true  believer*  1  Tfee  blef- 
fed  God  takes  their  part  again  ft:  all  his  and  their  enemies;  IHctc  Ihati  foon  be 
an  end  of  all  their  troubles,  though  the  wicked  fall  into  mHelrief,  ntver  to  rife 
more*  *fhe  righteous  ft  all- rejoice  when  he  lees,  but  (ball  not  tee!  the  vengeance; 
fo  that  si  man  fhall  fey.  Verily  there  is  a  reward  for  the  rigtittous  ;  veriiy  he  is 
<*  Gud  that  judges  in  the  cartL  (Bf  MIL  to*  u*) 
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CHAP.  IX. 

The  fifth  trumpet  it  followed  with  a  repre/entation  cf  another  far  at 
falling  from  heaven ,  and  opening  tie  bettomiefs  pit,  out  of  which 
fwarms  of  locufis  come  to  torment  men  upon  earth  ;  fignifying  the 
rife  of  Mahomet t  and  the  fpr ending  of  hit  impofiiire,  and  ef  the  Sa¬ 
racen  dominion  under  him  and  hit  Juccejfors  in  the  eajiern  as  well  as 
•weftern  empire,  between  the  year  568  and  675,  1 — ta.  Thejixth 
trumpet  is  followed  with  a  repre/entation  of  the  loojing  of four  angels 
that  were  hound  in  the  great  river  Euphrates  fgnijfuig  Costs  ta¬ 
king  eff  the  refiramt  that  had  been  laid  for  feme  years  upon  the  Sa¬ 
racens ,  and  now  permitting  them  to  invade  the  empire  again,  and 
make  further  progrefs  in  their  confuefist  between  the  year  675  and 

?S°»  *3—21. 

Text.  Paraphrase. 

1 A  R-R.  the  Trumpet  V.  being  the  7  1.  A  FTEll  the  folemn 

frfi  wo  trumpet.  $  f\  warning  given 
Ifaw  aiUr  fall  (chap.  yiii.  13.)  of  the  three  following  woes,  '1  he  fifth 
from  heaven  un-  angel  blew  his  trumpet;  and  thereupon  methought  I 
Ind  R1*, -eanl1 1  few  the  appearance  of  a  large  ftar,  reprefenring  a  per- 
giwn'tliciuy of  l**at  o*d  fallen,  {wren*™)  like  a  pcftilenrial  me- 

the  bo  item  kfs  tcor,  from  heaven  down  upon  the  earth :  And  permif- 
P*ta  fion  was  granted  him  for  exerting  deftruftive  power, 

fignified  by  the  emblem  of  a  key,  with  which  he  might 
open  the  gate  of  hell  to  let  out  the  unclean  fpirirs  that 
had  been  ftiut  up  there,  as  in  a  bottomlefs  depth  of 
horror  and  darknefe  :  (chap.  xx.  I — 3.)  *  Which  may 

be  coofidcred  as  a  figurative  prediction  of  the  rife  of 

Ma- 

tf  o  t  k. 

*  Some  make  thrx  liar  that  fell  from  think  it  mnft  agreeable  to  the  follow*- 
heaven  ta  point  at  P«|«  Boniface  the  ing  defer!  prion  of  the  locults,  to  iin- 
thipV  who  wax  tbefirft  that  alTunud  the  dcrftund  it  of  Mahomet,  who  tikewife 
title  of  nniverfal  hilltop  in  the  year  6o&  began  liia  pretence*  to  mfpiratiou  about 
hv  the  afiift'  of  the  tyrant  P  haras  ;  and  the  year  6^6,  and  under  whom,  and  lirs 
rlit-y  becomingly  cxplain'thc  locuft*  to  fucceifori,  tbe  Saracen*  made  preac 
iiic^n  the  Rmnifli  clergy,  and  partfcu-  cnnt|iie(ls  in  Ktiropc,  A fia,  and  Africa* 
lirlj  the  Jefnitx*  But  this  order  of  which  commenced  many  years  after  the 
roca  in  the  a  peltate  church*  wax  not  exarchate  had  been  let  up  at  Ravenna* 
founded  till  fevcral  hundred?  of  years  and  a  few  years  before  Mahomet  died* 
after  the  time  that  this  trumpet  fWeinx  which,  according  to  Dean  Pridmirt, 
to  relate  to;  nor  does  it  agree  to  tho  (fee  his  life  of  Mahomet,  pag  ?6 
nature  of  this  prophecy,  which  (ax  1  edit.  7)  was  in  the  year  632;  and  iho 
take  it)  principally  rcfpciftx  the  caller n  conquelts  he  made  were  carried  on  with 
empire;  our  to  the  general  nature  nf  great  rapidity  aod  extent  under  hi? 
tbe  trumpet*,  which  found  mifery  and  tiirceflhnii  to  about  the  year  651,  foon 
dcftrudiion,  not  fo  much  to  the  true  after  which  a  ilop  wax  put  to  them  by 
church  of  f  hrtft,  ai  to.  du  empire.  I  tW  death  of  Ouimail*  about  6jj,  loc 
therefore  cliufc,  with  many  others,  and  about  5*  years* 
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Ch.  lx* 


3  And  he  «- 
pcucd  the  bot- 
tnmlcfs  pit,  ami 
there  a 

fmoke  out  of  tb* 
pit*  a  i  the  fmoke 
of  a  great  Cur- 

nace;  and  the 
fun  and  the  air 
were  dnvkned 
by  rciifuu  ef  the 
fnifike  t*f  the 
pit* 


3  And  there 
nnw  nut  of  the 

fmoke  locu  ft.*  « i*- 
on  the  earth ; 
and  unto  them 
\y  aigi  ven  po  urcr 
«s  thefenrpions 
ofrlittartbhave 
pever. 


4  And  it  war 
commanded 

tVem  that  they 

ihm;M  Xiat  hurt 

the  nraft  of  the 
earth,  neither 
any  tree n thing* 

pritheranytree* 
bnt  only  shbfe 
jnejiwhifb  have 
pot  the  Teal  of 
Pod  in  their 
fertile  a  Ja*  r 


tiautucib  ,  wtucu  may  uc  comiutrrea  as  a 

th;:  grofs  errors  that  would  be  fpread  by  ] 
his  followers,  to  dai ken  the  eye*  of  men* 


The  Retention  parapbr&fid* 

n 

r 

Mahomet^  and  of  the  irruption  of  the  Saracens  under 
him  and  his  fucceflbrs  into  the  eafteni,  as  well  as  wef- 
tern  empire  of  the  Romans  to  propagate  his  impofturrs, 
who  revolted  from  Chridiuimy,  and  fet  up  a'domlnioft 
among  them  by  the  atliftance  of  infernal  fpirits,  as 
might  beft  anfwef  tbeii  wicked  temper  and  defign* 

2*  And  this  impoftor,  as  I  faw  in  my  vition>  made 
tife  of  his  poorer  to  open  the  mouth  of  the  infernal  a- 
byf$}  and  immediately  thereupon  a  thick  and  dark 
fmoke  berk  out  of  the  pit  of  hell,  like  the  fmoke  thit 
afeends  from  a  large  burning  kiln  or  ftove,  and  like 
that  which  rofc  from  the  conflagration  of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah  :  (Gen*  six.  28,)  Arid  fo  thick  was  this  hi* 
deou&  fmoke  of  the  pir,  that  the  face  of  tU-  fun,  and 
the  whole  region  of  the  air  were  covered  with  horrid 
daikuefs;  wfticb  may  he  considered  as  an  emblem  of 

Mahomet  and 
s  under  Ann d* 

m 

ing&,  and  hide  the  light  of  truth  from  them,  and  todc- 
(iroy  all  that  was  de.tr  and  valuable  to  them*  in  great 
fury,  as  the  judgements  of  God  are  expreflui  by  like 
figures*  {Pf*  xviii*  8*  and  if.i*  xiv,  31*) 

3.  And,  to  fet  forth  the  pernicious  nature  of  this 
black  fmoke^  methought  I  fnw  the  appearance  of  a  for¬ 
midable  fwarm  of  locufts  ifluing  out  from  thence,  ?ftcr 
the  manner  of  natural  locufts,  that  commonly  hy  their 
eggs  and  breed  in  deep  pits,  out  of  which  they  life  and 
cover  the  face  of  the  earth,  as  they  did  in  one  oi  the 
plagues  of  Egypt:  (Exod.  x.  4.  5^  11 — 15*)  And  they 
by  dtTtne  permiflion,  were  exceeding 
mifehievous,  like  the  moft  venomous 
that  have  both  ability  and  inclination 
torment  men  upon  the  earth  ;  which  may  be  conGder- 
pd  as  an  emblem  of  vaft  multitudes  of  Saracens  or  Ara¬ 
bians,  that  ^yould  break  into  the  empire,  and  efpecialiy 
the  eafteni  part  of  it,  to  make  fpeedy  ard  dreadful  ha- 
yock  upon  it,  according  to  prophetic  defcriptions  of  the 
deftruction  of  nations  by  prodigious  numbers  of  grafs- 
hoppers  and  locufts:  (Judg/  vi,  5.  and  tfa.  xxxiiu  4*} 
4*  And  as  thefe  were  not  locufts  in  a  literal,  but  on- 


fc.-  * 

malignant  and 
land-fcorpions, 
to  wound  and 


■  1  r 

ly  in  a  metaphorical  fenfe,  to  Jignify  their  multitude 
and  the  fwbtnefs  of  their  flight  for  doing  mifehief  ;  but 
could  proceed  no  further  than  God  would  permit  them, 
he  effectually  charged  and  oyer-iulcd  them,  by  bis  pro* 
yideucc,  not  to  injure  the  graft  of  the  earth,  nor  any 
green  herb*  nor  any  fruit*tree,  which  natural  locufts 
ufually  love  £0  prey  upon,  nor  to  vent  their  poifonous 
and  de  ft  furtive  influence  upon  any  hut  thole  mm, 

]  '  ■  ■  -  r  #+  *  1  -  *  V  h  *  -■>  ►  *  t  ■»  ■"  '  ■  |  * 

*rho  o, 


Ch.  ix. 


The  Revelat  ion  paraphrased* 


g  And  tf>  them 
it  visgi«nth« 
ihey  Iboulil  ni>t 
kill  them,  but 
that  they  itionld 
he  tormented 
!:■/(  months; 
ami  their  tm> 
numt  :,r  >  at  the 

\  s:-.nsut  of  a 

ter-i'Hi,  tfhen 
he*  iirifceih  a 
piao. 


whom  he  h ad  net  ordered  to  be  fealed,  as  though  marie* 
ed  on  their  foreheads,  as  he  hud  his  own  peculiar  people* 
on  another  occafion  before*  (chap*  vii,  3.)  which  may 
be  confidercd  as  a  figurative  prediction  of  the  fpecial 
care  that  God  would  take  to  preferve  bis  faithful  fer- 
vauts,  with  thtir  mimilcrs  or  others,  who  have  the 
truth  of  grace  in  them,  to  preftrve  them  from  the 
milchievous  errors  and  creel  violence  of  thofe  wicked 
enemies  to  Chriftian  religion,  that  the  true  church 
might  not  be  dcilroyed  by  their  ravages,  nor  corrupted 
by  their  new  impoftures;  while  he  fuffered  them  to  in¬ 
fect  only  the  idolatrous  church  of  Home,  and  to  prey 
upon  therm 

5,  And  as  a  further  limitation  nf  their  power,  even 
with  refpc£t  to  carnal  and  apoftacc  Chriftiansthemfel vev 

thty  were  ordered  for  the  prefent  not  to  perlccute  them 
unto  death,  nor  to  murder  fuch  multitudes  of  them,  as 
they  afterwards  would  under  the  fixth  trumpet;  but  to 
Harafs,  ravage  and  diflrefs  them  for  a  fcafon,  which 
may  be  figuratively  called  five  months*  in  ailution  to 
the  time  of  natural  locufts  living  in  the  fuimner  fcafon*: 
And  tbtfe  favage  creatures  went  ro  the  extent  of  their 
commiffion  by  afflifting  them  in  as  grievous  and  pain* 
ful  a  manner,  as  though  it  were  by  the  wound  of  z 
fcorpion,  when  he  ftrikes  a  man  with  his  firing  ;  which 
may  be  con  fide  red  as  a  figurative  prediction,  that  thefe 
Saracen  fpoilers  Jhould  be  permitted  to  fpread  fore  ca¬ 
lamities  all  around  them,  though  reftraiued  from  fuch 
terrible  daughter,  as  they  would  afterwards  make  at 
their  next  itivafion. 


6  \flctttitliore  6.  And  their  various  ways  of  diftrefling  men  in  thofe 
ail  men  days  were  reprofented  to  be  To  fevcrc,  as  would  imbit- 
fk  tic-ith,  aiid  ter  thcir  lives  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  as  was  propheiied 

silri  foallXfire  J'^ah,  when  their  threatened  miferies  fhouid  come 
u>dict*uddt*rh  upon  them  for  their  idolatry,  (Jcr*  viii*  3.)  they  wojld 

rfiiofe 


N  O 

*  The  natural  Incaftg  are  feid 
o-l*‘  rhs  live  In  Turner  months*  mciafive 

j 

nf  XI  iy  /.ml  September;  and  the  way  of 
the  Star  teens  v*  ar&  upon  the  Empire  wo* 
hv  lutut-iftms  only  iu  tlie  fummer  Tea* 
Ain*,  to  vLlih  ihdr  tortneatiiig  five 
mniith*  Iconic  mere  naturally  to  refer, 
to  the  years  nf  the  rout i finance  ef 
rht'ir  power,  by  the  mnutln  into 

da?s,  at  the  rate  of  tJiirrv  tfa\s  to  a. 
Kuatii;  amt  then  retknuin^  each  day 
fir  a  year,  the  iniiminc  of  which  it  ip 
j  which  loin-  fttjtptrc  to  be  deferip- 
of  the  fp  iCe  of  time  tVorn  tlitbtgin- 
nioir  to  the  end  of  these  ineurfious  of 
pc  Saracens  into  the  empire-  Annas 


V 

rh  is  interpretation  he*  fivnethittfr  plan- 
tfhic  in  it,  Hcconiinff  to  The  cnniMnn 
It'bcmc  of  the  trumpet  prophecies*  I 
would  refer  the  reader  to  what  Mrtfrt 
Jnricii,  J'aubiiK,  Mede,  anil  l>r  More 
ha  ire  f*Tri  n|»on  it*  Hnwcvcr  it  h  ^110 
rally  agreed,  that  the  Saracens  in  tliLir 
fir  it  expedition  clieSy  plundered  and 
r,ivii(jt^  but  did  not  commonly  kill 
thofe  of  the  Clti'ifihit  nations,  whom 
they  conquered  ;  tior  pur  them  tti  death 
lor  ditlr  proftKon  of  ithrifiiaititv;  nor 
nor  tt|(i  they  tueveed  \n  their  iic|ps  of 
ConiLauiIrioptc  and  Rome  then,  a\  they 
did  afterwards  under  the  liath  truro* 
pet. 
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CK  ix  t 


Audi  flee  fraao 

tbtin. 


7  And  the 

fliepet  oTtbelo- 
cufli  wrt  like 
unto  horfrj  pre* 
pared  unto  bat* 
tie;  and  on  their 
fceadswrf  at  it 
*rcrc  Cit>wn* 
like  fluid,  And 
their  faces  wre 
the  faces  of 
xuea. 


8  And  they 
had  hair  as  the 
hair  of  women, 
and  their  teeth 
were  as  tb*  ttttb 
of  lioni* 


$  And  they 
had  br  call  plates 

amwerc  br«aft> 
platen  «f  iron; 

and  the  found 

cH  their  wings 
v.u  as  the  found 
of  chariots  of 
ini  t  y  iMrfcirvQ* 
iug  to  battle. 


Thi  Re  TILlTioM  pamphrafed. 

choofe  death  rather  than  life,  and  would  with  for  death 
to  put  an  end  to  their  torments,  rather  than  continue 
to  live  under  them  ;  but  their  enemies  were  retrained 
at  p  refen  t  from  affording  them  this  piteous  fort  of  re¬ 
lief  to  their  groans. 

7.  And  fo  dreadful  was  the  appearance  of  the  forms 
of  thefe  figurative  locufts,  that  they  Teemed  to  be  like 
horfes  read  y  accoutred  for  war,  (Joel  ii,  4.)  and  to  car¬ 
ry  a  refemblance  of  golden  crowns  op  their  heads  $  and 
their  faces  had  the  fhape  and  air  of  men  :  All  which 
may  be  c'onfnlered  as  an  emblematical  prediction  of 
the  terrible  ravage  that  the  Saracens  would  make  in 
battle,  with  great  fagacity,  fpeed,  and  ftrength,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  cuftomary  way  of  figbring  upon  Ara¬ 
bian  horfes,  which,  like  locufts,  were  fwilt  oi  flight  in 
purfuit  of  victory  whofe  riders  would  triumph,  like 
crowned  conquerors  of  feveral  kingdoms,  where  they 
ihould  come,  and  would  wear  turbants,  like  crowns, 
on  their  heads. 

8.  And,  as  a  further  delcription  of  this  very  people, 
they  were  reprefented  in  my  viiion,  as  wearing  their 
hair  in  an  effeminate  manner,  like  women,  after  the 
Arabian  fafhion,  either  diffierelled  to  ■  a  great  length 
upon  their  backs,  or  clfe  plaited  and  trefled  up  j  which 
may  he  confidered,  as  an  emblem  of  their  infinuating 
and  leacherous  temper  :  And  the  appearance  of  their 
teeth  was  ftiarp  and  ftrong,  like  thofe  of  lions,  to  figni- 
fy  their  rapacious  fury,  and  the  prevalence  of  their 
arms,  as  a  ftrong  people  fet  in  battle  array,  according 
to  the  prophetic  meaning  of  fucb  images.  (Joel  i.  6. 
andii.  5.) 

y.  And,  to  flirw  that  their  defensive  was  equal  to 
their  ofrenGve  armament,  they,  iu  allufion  to  the  bard 
-  horny  ikin  of  the  natural  locufts,  appeared  with  breall- 
plates,  to  fccure  their  hearts  from  mortal  wounds,  as 
hard  and  impenetrable  as  if  made  of  iron  *,  a  proper  em¬ 
blem  of  their  being  proof  agaioft  the  aflaults  of  thofe 
in  the  empire  with  whom  they  waged  war  t  and  a- 
gainft  their  being  overcome  in  battle,  or  invaded,  by 
way  of  reprifal,  in  their  owo  land.  And  the  ruffling 
fpeed  and  multitude  of  their  armies  on  Arabian  horfes, 
which  would  give  dreadful  alarms  to  all  that  were  near 
them,  was  reprefented  by  the  loud  noife  that  locufts 
make  with  clapping  their  wings  when  they  fly  in  large 
companies,  as  if  it  were  the  found  of  a  multitude  of 
chariots  and  horfes,  clattering  and  ruffling  into  the  bat¬ 
tle,  according  to  the  description  that  is  given  of  armies 
in  prophetic  language.  (Joel.  ii.  4.  5.) 


10.  Fur- 


Cb.ix. 


10  And  they 

had  tails  litc 
frorpions, 
and  there  were 
ftinp  in  their 
jaiJj :  and  there 
power  w<u  to 
Jiuit  men  five 
i  van  thx. 


ji  And  they 
M  a  king  over 
rhe;n*  vtf  jr*  is 
the  anutL  afihe 
ho t to ti3e ft  pit, 
wbttw  naitM  in 
the  Hebrev 
tongue /j  'ibaJ* 
dunj  but  ii\  the 
Greek  tongue 
hath  bis  nif wt 

Apolljoiu 


Tl  Our  wn  l* 

ir.crr  ci'ti/  two 

yruusmorc  hue* 

*ljei% 


h 


The  Retilation  faraphrajtd*  ttf7 

10.  Furthermore*  they  were  reprefemed  in  uncom¬ 
mon  and  furprifing  forms*  as  having  long  tails,  like 
thole  of  venomous  fcorpions  j  and  they,  like  them,  had 
defperate  flings  in  their  tails,  fignifying  that  they  would 
not  only  make  dreadful  havock  by  the  power  of  their 
arms,  but  would  alfo  infed  the  wicked  inhabitants  of 
the  empire  with  their  poifbnous  errors,  by  their  folfe 
teachers,  who*  in  prophetic  ilile,  are  called  the  tail, 
(ifa*  ix*  15.)  and  fo,  from  firlf  to  lalt,  would  be  very 
pernicious  :  And  this  power  of  theirs  was  to  be  conti¬ 
nued  for  a  confideraMc  time,  to  its  proper  period,  like 
the  power  of  locufts,  that  are  lively  and  active  for  a* 
lout  five  fummer  months,  which  is  as  long  as  they  or¬ 
dinarily  live,  (fee  t^c  note  on  ver.  5  } 

11.  And  there  was  (omething  in  this  reprefent&tion 
of  them,  dirediy  contrary  to  the  u&ge  of  natural  lo- 
cnfte,  which  have  no  king;  (lVov.  xxx.  27.}  but  thefe 
figurative  locufts  appeared  as  under  the  dominion  and 
government  of  a  powerful,  tyrannical  and  malicious 
ruler,  whofe  likenefs  they  bear,  and  whofe  intereftg 
they  ferve ;  and  he  is  no  other  than  primarily  the  devil 
hunfelf,  that  prince  of  darknefs,  and  of  the  fallen  an¬ 
gels  in  hell ;  or  fecondarily  one  of  his  wicked  cneflen- 

gers,  whofe  doftrine  came  from  hdl,  whofe  name,  as 
alfo  the  name  of  his  principal,  anfwerable  to  his  temper, 
work,  and  defign,  is  the  deflrpyer,  as  is  fignified  by 
the  Hebrew  word  abaddon*  and  by  the  Greek  word 
apsltyon:  Which  mzy  be  confiderrd,  as  intimating 
that  ISatan  would  be  the  principal  chief  \  and,  by  his  in- 
ftigatioii  and  influence,  Mahomet,  under  him,  would 
be  the  grand  leader  of  alt  the  mi  (chief  and  ruin,  with 
refpe£t  to  civil  and  religious  concerns,  which  the  Sa¬ 
racens,  headed  by  Mahomet  and  his  fiicceftbrs,  would 
bring  upon  the  empire,  by  the  power  of  their  arms,  and 
the  infeftion  of  their  abominable  errors,  unto  the  de¬ 
finition  of  the  bodies  and  fouls  of  men. 

12.  Thus  ihc  firft  fignally  terrible  wo  which  was  de¬ 
nounced  by  the  fifth  angel  to  denote  the  judgements  of 
God,  that  Ihould  befal  the  degenerate  Chriltian  empire, 
under  the  firft  invafions  of  the  Saracens,  is  reprefented 
as  what  would  be  paft  and  gone,  about  the  year  of  our 
Lord  675 v  when  they  fliould  bring  that  war  to  a  con- 
clufion.  But,  behold  with  aftnmfhmcnr,  and  allured 
expectation  !  there  will  be  Hill  two  other  yet  more  tre¬ 
mendous  feenes  of  judgement  opened  when  the  fixth 
and  fcvendi  angels  (hall  blow  their  refpc&ive  Trumpets 
jn  their  order ;  the  account  of  which  follows. 


Trum- 


2rtS 

»3  And  the 
fixthaogtl  foun¬ 
ded,  and  1  heard 
a  foict  from 
the  fonr  horns 
of  the  golden  al¬ 
tar,  which  it  be¬ 
fore  God. 


Tbt  Rktelatiok  paraphrafcd. 


Ch*  is* 


Trumpet  VL  being  the  7  *3*  *4-  Then  the  Gxth 
jecond  wo  trumpit .  5  angel  blew  his  trum¬ 

pet*  and  thereupon*  methought  I  beard  a  certain  loud 
voice*  proceeding  from  the  golden  altar 

of  incenfe*  which  was  exhibited  to  my  view*  Hie  that 
which  ftood  before  the  mercy* feat  in  the  tabernacle, 
(Exod.  nxt  1 — 6.)  as  being  four-fquare*  and  having 
four  horns,  one  at  each  corner  of  the  altar  ;  which  may 
be  conGdercd  as  emblems  of  the  interceflion  of  Chrilt 

ip  _ 

for  his  people,  and  of  his  power  to  protefk  them  in  the 
four  corners  of  the  earth  ;  at  which  altar  the  angel  of 
the  covenant  offered  up  the  prayers  of  all  faints  in  the 
immediate  pretence  of  God,  as  has  been  represented  : 
(chap,  viii,  3.J  And  this  being  the  voice  of  Chrift 
htmfelf*  he  with  fovercign  authority  commanded  the 
lixrh  angel  that  had  the  fecond  wo  trumpet,  laying  to 
him,  fet  at  liberty  the  four  deftroying  angels*  who  have 
been  under  reftraintfor  Tome  time  pad:*  as  meffengers 
of  wrath  that  are  hound,  as  it  were  in  chains*  at  the 
great  river  Euphrates  * ;  which  may  be  coufidered  as  a 

figurative 

note. 

1  fhould  be  ftrongly  inr lined  with  fatfs  may  pndxihTy  account  for  it* 

which  is  rll  thatl  can  pretend  to  in 
this  andfeveral  other  mfl-juice#*  l  have 


14  Saying  to 
the  Jhuh  angel 
vhich  had  the 
trumpet*  Louie 
the  four  an  "el* 
which  irebunnd 
in  the  great  ri¬ 
ver  E  uph  rates* 


Mr  Mule*  and  bis  many  followers  to 
cwnfider  the  Jixth  trumpet,  as  referring 
to  the  devaftatrona  marie  by  the  Otto¬ 
man  or  TurkiQi  empire,  were  it  not 
that  this  make*  ton  great  a  gap  upon 
thedofe  feries  of  prophecy,  which,  as 
I  take  it*  is  carried  nn  from  the  begin* 
liing^  to  the  «Hl  :  for  t!ie  Ottoman 
empire  did  not  rife  till  Ottoman  found¬ 
ed  it,  from  whom  it  took  its  name, 
and  who  died  about  the  year  ijii, 
which  i 8  between  fix  and  f'even  hun¬ 
dred  years  after  what  )  apprehend  to 
be  the  period  of  the  fifth  trumpet ; 
and  therefore  is  not  f a  lily  reconcile* 

ftMe  fit  the  regular  and  conne-rtcd  or¬ 
der  of  tltefc  preriiAionn;  unlefs  upon 
the  plan  of  fynckrcmifnis,  which*  tho* 
lb  commonly  received*  have  a i ways 
thrown  the.  whoie  feheme  into  fuch 
coiifnliou  in  my  niinri,  as  l  con’d  ne¬ 
ver  get  over* 'or  I  ell  luw  to  a-^uiT  : 
And  yt'l*  f  mu ^  confrft,  that  the  ftxth 
trumpet  has  duns;  appeared  in  my 
thoughts  to  he  the  ikoH  difficult,  of 
any  other  part  of  the  prophecy*  to  be 
reconciled  with-  the  orderly  and  well- 
'comxdtrd  frrkv  of  cbrrefpundcnt  e- 
Vents.  But  I  am  much  obliged  to  “the 
framed  Mr  Lowitsan*  ttluifc  liinory  of 


therefore  intirely  (Win  wed  the  tratk 
that  he  has  drawn  out  before  oft,  rela¬ 
ting  to  the  lixth  trumpet,  as  I  have 
done,  and  lhaO  iu  great  mcafurr  do, 
hi  other  particulars,  w  here  l  think  him 
to  be  in  the  ri^ht,  referring  the  reader 
to  confiilt  his  collection  of  autho. 
rides,  which  I  now  give  notice  of,  once 
for  all j  whether  hi*  name  be  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  feveral  places,  or  not-  And 
the  rcafon  gWen  in  my  paraph  rale  on 
this  verie,  why  the  dell  raying  angels 
or  meffengers  of  wrath  (which  i  take 
to  mean  the  Saracens,  4$  mfUumriit* 
of  divine  Vrowdeoce,  according  to 
what  is  lard  cf  them,  ver.  16.  17-) 
are  fpnktu  of  as  four,  teems  to  u*r 
the  molt  likely  of  any  Gih;-r  that  1  have 
met  with,  and  falls  in  with  what  this 
learned  writer  goes  info*  according  to 

the  ob  (creation  of  Mr  Daubnr,  who 
takes  the  number  four,  lo  denote  an 
uoivcrfality  of  the  natter  comprifed, 
as  the  fonr  winds  fignify  alt  the  winds, 
Jer*  xtix«  The  fern  comer*  of  the 
earth,  all  p;*rts  of  the  earth,  I  Hi.  u* 
,m<]  the  four  cxnrurs  of  tlo  land,  a\t 

parts  cf  the  land  or  liidca*  Estck«rii«  *. 


Ch.  i*. 
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1J  And  the 

£ti\\r  angdmffr 

limlcd,  which 
vert  prepared 
for  an  hour,  and 
a  &iy,  aud  a 
mniili,  and  a 
\c;u't  lor  to  flay 
the  third  pairt 

of  jiicn* 


t6  And  the 
rnimiter  of  the 
r.riny  of  the 
iiorfcmen  wrrr 
two  hundred 
UHttifniui  thou* 
lUfi^umilbeanl 
mitn'jar  uf 


figurative  predial! on  of  the  order  that  would  be  given 
and  fulfilled  in  the  difpen  rations  of  providence,  to  Oke 
off  the  reft  mine  which  had  been  laid  on  the  Saracens 
for  above  fifty' yean;,  {fee  the  note  on  ver.  i.)  that  they 
might  go  forth  from  all  quartets  of  their  land,  to  exe¬ 
cute  yet  further  judgements  upon  the  degenerate  Chri- 
ftian  empire  in  every  part  of  it  toward  the  four  corners 
of  the  earth,  as  four  other  angels  had  been  before  or¬ 
dered  to  hold  back)  or  let  out,  the  four  winds,  that 
were  designed  for  judgements,  according  to  the  will  of 
God.  (chap.  vii.  1.) 

15.  Hereupon  the  four  angels,  or  mcflengers  of  di¬ 
vine  wrath,  were  fetat  liberty,  and  flood  ready  to  exe¬ 
cute  the  judgements  which  God  had  further  deiigned 
to  bring  upon  the  Romifti  pretend edly  ChrifUan*  but 
really  antichriftian  empire,  according  to  theexaft  time 
of  his  appointment,  whether  it  be  to  an  hour,  or  a  day, 
or  a  month,  or  a  year,  juft  as  be  fhould  pleafe  to  or¬ 
der  it  in  his  providence  ;  and,  in  that  precife  time,  to 
ent  off  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  empire 
under  the  ftile  of  the  thiid  part  of  the  known  world  ; 
which  may  be  considered  as  a  figurative  prrdiftiun  of 
the  dill  more  terrible  d  (dotation  that  the  Saracens  would 
nuke  in  the  empire,  between  the  year  675  and  7,0, 
when  they  would  enter  Spain  about  the  year  713  or  714, 
and  obtain  a  complete  victory  over  the  Spaniards ;  fooa 
after  which  they  would  over- run  rhe  whole  country  ; 
and  afterwartls  invade  France,  till  they  were  defeated 
by  Charles  Martel,  in  a  terrible  and  dccifivc  battle, 
which  put  an  entire  ftnp  to  their  arms  about  the  year 

734- 

16.  And  the  multitude  of  their  horfemen,  which 
their  armies  would  moftly  coufift  of,  was  reprefcmed 
to  be  fn  prodigioufly  great,  that,  as  innumerable  com¬ 
panies  are  exprcflcd  by  theufands  of  thoufaiuls,  and 
ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand  ;  (chap.  vr  1  w  ami 
Dan,  vii,  10*)  fo  one  would  be  anr  ro  exprefs  this  by 
two  myriads  of  myriads  in  aftotiiflimcnt  at  it  t :  And 
I  heard  this  hyperbolical  proclamation  of  their  Dumber, 

to 


N  O 

And  theft  deftroy jnz  anpcla  were  bound 
in  the  great  river  Euphrates 
to  hla  account,  by  the  diviftnas  arfd 
quarrels  of  the  Saracens  after  the 
ot  Och man,  about  the  ftfecccifiou  to  (he 
Empire,  whicn  kep^  them  near  th-  river 
Euphrates,  where  rooft  <jf  Ihcirbatdes 
were  fought  and  prevented  Iheir  xiiiutl 
ftvjiflons  and incurious ;nto  the  Jlomau 
Empire  alwul  <0  Years* 


T  lv 

f  Jr  i*  nnc  to  be  fnyipofed  (bat  any 
arnn  isu»:t  firth  r"ofiK.  vf  ivo 

hundred  m*  two  rny- 

maf  lil'MMfriflis.  as  tlit;  words  lv^nifv+ 

ftpv^  /t vi }?*t iT  Put  u  the  Slrn* 

ecus  v\*re  Yiuhi’ue  for  the  vaft  aod  al- 

nto.l-  ittcred 'bio  of  forces, 

w  jjh  iJ  cotiililvd  rhii'Hv  of  cn  ralrv  or 

m  W 

l*'»rfci'»it;ii4  Il.*>  m::u!»cr  is  mrfitioited  tti 
the  Sn  jierh^jeni  1l *■  - : *i  to  denote  &  firrt 

<jf  joj-LIji^rnuk:  c.iiiC'ittdc* 
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1 7  And  thus  T 
faw  the  hnrfes 

ia  the  v  i  lii>nr 

and  them  that 
fit  vn  them,  ha¬ 
ving  bretil- 
plates  of  fire, 
and  of  jacrntli, 
and  hriinitone^ 
and  the  heads  of 
the  hoHVs 
as  the  bciuls  of 
lion* ;  and  out 
of  their  months 
ifTucd  lire*  and 
fj  n  nke»and  bri  in- 
itonc. 


1 8  By  ihefe 
three  was  the 
thtrd  part  of 
3»en  killed,  by 
the  fire*  and  by 
the  fiuohct  and 
by  the  brim- 
it  one,  which  if- 

iutri!  ont  ot'thcir 
tnimihit. 

1 9  Far  their 
power  iaiotheir 
mouth*  and  ia 
their  tail*  .  for 
their  tails 
like  unto  fcr- 
pciiT*r  and  hod 
heads,  and  with 
them  they  do 
hurt. 


to  fignify  that  they  would  be,  as  it  were,  pail  all  ac¬ 
count* 

17.  And  ist  the  like  afton idling  manner  I  beheld  in 
my  vifion,  that  thefe  innumerable  and  formidable  Ara¬ 
bians*  tcrrihle  as  an,  army  with  banners,  rode  upon 
warlike  horfes,  and  that  their  riders  were  furntilred  with 
an  armour  of  brea ft- plates,  defenfive  and  repelling,  as 
lire;  ilmilrious,  firm  and  fclid,  as  the  jacinth  fronc ; 
and  invincible,  as  burning tbrimftone,  which  cannot 
ealily  be  extinguifhed  :  *  And  the  heads  of  theii  horfes 
had  an  afpect  as  bold,  fierce  and  furious,  as  the  heads 
of  ravening  lions ;  and  there  was  a  moft  tremendous 
appearance  of  itreams  of  fire,  am!  fmoke,  and  brim* 
ftonc,  proceeding  out  of  the  mouths  of  the  horfes  and 
their  riders,  with  deftru&ive  force  ;  all  which  may  be 
con  fide  red  as  emblematical  predictions  of  the  wafting 
and  murderous  effufta  of  this  cruel  victorious  army  of 
the  Saracens,  which  would  breath  out  nothing  but  mi- 
fery,  dcfolation  and  (laughter. 

iS.  By  thefe  three  powers  of  their  armies,  for  dread¬ 
ful  devaluation,  asfignified  by  the  fire,  and  fmoke,  and 
brimftoDC,  which  appeared  2s  proceeding  out  of  their 
mouths,  vail  numbers  of  the  invaded  people  of  the  em¬ 
pire  were  miferably  flain,  and  the  reft  fuffered  the 
greateft  ravage  and  calamities  of  every  other  kind, 
(ver.  20*) 

19.  For,  according  to  this  reprefe illation  of  them, 
their  power  of  fpreading  deflation,  death  and  ruin, 
leaned  to  proceed  out  of  their -mouths,  which  fprke 
terror  and  mifehief,  wherefbever  they  came  ;  yea,  like 
the  firfl  train  of  Saracen  invaders,  (ver.  10*)  they  were 
equally  mifehievous  with  their  tails ;  for  their  tails  had 
an  appearance  like  thole  of  a  vnonflrous  fort  of  ki perns, 
that  are  faid  to  have  two  heads,  one  in  the  front,  and 
and  the  other  at  the  tail  of  their  bodies,  for  difehar- 
giug  their  poifon  j  which  may  he  confidered  as  a  figura- 
rative  prediction  of  the  terrible  wrath,  dtflruflioa  and 
peftilemial  errors,  that  would  be  poured  out  by  the  rear 
as  wdJ  as  main  body  of  the  Saracen  armies  in  their  fr  * 
cond  ferics  of  incurfions  into  the  Roman  empire,  which 
they  would  over-run  with  a  deluge  of  dcdiuflion  to 
the  bodies  and  fouls  of  men,  from  the  beginning  to  the 

end 


N  O 

*TrTbatl*  t&emeaninjrofhreajlptatts 
lirci  jacinth  and  briinftone,  l  cun- 

ran  he  «inly  ronj^tnrr ;  and  I  have 

^entiirrdfn  make  tnitK*  ar  liitlc 
faiisficd  with  any  other,  and  kait  of  all 


T  E. 

H  ith  that  <yf  cannon  and  brhnftoBe  prtr- 
der,  or  gun- powder,  which  are  modern 
iitvcoiioiit,  ftHM  hundred*  of  years  at- 
ref  ihe  time  tbnr  I  think  elm  prophecy 
rel'mito,  (bee  the  note  ou  ver.  14.; 


Ch.ix. 


lo  And  the 
rtl  rtf  the  men 
*rh?ch  were  fi«t 
kdictl  by  thefe 
pUffnet*  yet  r<- 
]v;nteH  not  rtf 
t!ie  works  of 
ti:eiHinad^,thac 
they  flwuld  not 
worfhip  devil  i, 
and  1  doll  of  gold 
and  filler,  and 
bnfi,  and  ftone, 
anil  of  wood: 
which  neither 
canfosiinrlic&r, 
pot  walk  = 

21  Neither  re¬ 
pented  they  of 

their  murders, 
nvf  oft  heir  for- 
terics,  nor  of 
their  fornicati¬ 
on,  nor  of  their 
theft* 
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end  of  their  victories,  b y  the  power  of  their  princes* 
who*  in  prophetic  (Hie*  are  called  the  head;  and  by 
their  falfe  teachers,  who  are  called  the  tail*  (Ifa,  ir» 

14.  15O 

20*  It,  And  notwith (landing  alt  thefe  dreadful 
judgements*  the  remainder  of  thole  men*  who  efcaped 
death  by  tbe  fury  of  thefe  invaders,  were  fo  ftupi d  and 
obfHnate  as  not  to  take  cohvi£tion  of*  and  be  reclaimed 
from  their  evil  courfea*  which  had  brought  thefe  fevere 
calamities  upon  them*  that  they  might  renounce  and 
depart  from  their  idolatrous  worfhip  of  demons*  and  of 
the  images*  which  their  own  hands  had  made  of  earth* 
ly  materials;  fach  as  gold*  and  lilver*  and  brafs*  and 
(lone*  and  Wood*- which  are  fenfelefs*  dumb  idols,  that 
can  neither  fee  who  they  are  that  adore  them  :  nor  hear 
their  prayers  ;  nor  take  one  ftep  to  anfurcr  them  for 
their  relief :  nor  did  tbey  repent  of*  and  renounce  their 
murderous  pra£Uces;  nor  their  enchantments;  nor 
their  whoredoms;  nor  their  robberies*  that  they  had  de¬ 
filed  themfeives  with  :  which  may  be  confidcred  as  a 
prediction  of  tbe  idolatrous  worfhip  of  angels  and  de¬ 
parted  faints*  and  of  images  made  of  all  thofe  forts  of 
materials*  that  would  begin  to  prevail  among  the  po* 
pith  part  of  the  empire  in  thofe  days*  and  would  be  en¬ 
couraged  and  confirmed  by  Pope  Gregory  the  fecond* 
in  oppofition  to  the  Emperor  I«eo*$  orders  to  remove  i- 
mages  out  of  the  churches  of  Inly,  about  the  year  7 2d* 
and*  inftead  of  repenting  of  their  image  worfhip,  it  was 
at  length  eftahlifhed  by  the  authority  of  counfels :  and 
the  other  foretold  abominations  would  frill  reign  a* 
mong  them  in  their  murdering  the  faints*  in  their  pre¬ 
tended  exorcifms*  in  their  manifold  unclcanenefies,  and 
tii  their  various  kinds  of  cheats,  and  impolhion/t  on  the 
people  ;  which,  fo  far  from  being  repented  of*  would 
grow  more  and  more  flagrant*  till  they  fhould  bring  up¬ 
on  thcmfelves  the  frill  more  tremendous  woes  to  be  de¬ 
nounced  by  the  feventh  and  laft  trumpet*  (chap.  xi. 
14*  i;0  and  to  be  fulfilled  by  the  pouring  out  of  the 
feven  vials*  (ebap  xvi.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  treniciuIoiHAre  the  denunciations,  and  how  fare,  after  folemn  neplfl£t- 
rd  warm n^s,  are  the  executions  of  God’s  wrath  on  his  emmirs,  forthdrop- 
prelficms  of  his  church,  and  their  other  multiplied  abominations  '  Hev  whofe 
kingdom  rules  over  all,  has  the  molt  terrible  armies  of  men  and  devils  at  his 
command,  to  execute  deferred  judgements  by  them.  And  how  ealiiy  can  he 
rvdnifi,  or  let  them  loofe,  according  to  his  fovcreign  and  holv  will,  beyond 
which  none  can  go  !  The  inflnimenta  of  providence,  as  his  meflengers,  fbnl?  in 
kU  appointed  time  faring  dlflrcf*  and  ruin  upon  carnal  and  idolatrous  profcfTtira 


Ch.  r. 


271  The  Rbvelation  parapkrafcd* 

of  Ohrid'*  name:  Thry,  like devouring  locufts,  raid ng  Doits,  and  venomous  fror. 
pious  fpread  thrir  terrors  ami  peftikuiial  principles.  to  deflroy  the  lives  and  !i* 
bcrtics*  bodies  ami  fouls  of  men,  nnder  the  influence  of  tyrannical  powers  ard 
falfe  prophets  on  earth,  and  of  the  dccil,  who  heads  them,  aw!  fi-nds  llxrm  Uwih 
like  a  great  fmokc  ofiK>*Tidd;irk»cfe,lhat  rife*  out  of  the  hotfomk&pit.  Thvy 
carry  the  fact  cf  men  for  lagged  y,  and  of  worn  tit  for  hifhmaiion  ;  hut  are  nsliy 
as  ravenous  and  drftrucWve,  as  the  moll  furious  hearts  of  prey  and  malienant  f,r- 
pents*  Rot  how  great  Totrver  the  plagues  I>r,  that,  in  the  way  of  i;od’«  riot¬ 
ous  judgements,  are  inflicted  l>y  one  fort  of  Anticuriftian  enemies,  like  MaW 
met  an  Saracens,  upon  another,  like  the  papiJU,  ft>r  their  idolatries,  rtcetii^  de¬ 
baucheries,  thefts  and  murders  ;  fuch  is  their  flnpidity  and  hardnefs  of  hr-rt, 
that  they  will  not  repent  of  their  crimes,  nor  be  reformed  ;  but  ft  ill  pern!  f  1 
them,  and  grow  worft  and  worfr,  til],  at  length,  all  Ihc  vials  of  G  vi*s 
wraih  ftiall  be  poured  out  upon  them.  But  0  what  a  comfort  is  it  to  GV’$ 
own  church  and  people,  that  Oh  rift,  who  appears  at  the  golden  altar  nn 
their  behalf*  will  take  care  of  them,  th$t  they  may  line  a  hiding  pi  ice  in 
every  day  of  evil,  and  that  the  mifrrics,  which  will  come  upon  other?,  frail 
not  touch  them,  who  hzvo  this  feal,  a£  it  were  on  their  foreheads.  The 
Lord  knows  them  that  are  his!’  (a  Tim,  iL  19. 


t 


CHAP*  X* 

An  augujl  ini  reduction  to  the  /event h  trumpet^  in  which  the  angel  cf 
the  covenant  is  repreftnted  as  interrupting  the  train  of  prcjhiw^ 
for  a  fmali  interval  and  as  prefatiing  a  little  open  bcokt  amt  utter* 
ing  his  voice  as  a  Uon%  which  is  followed  with  [even  thunder  s^  inti* 
mating  what  he  would  further  reveal  under  the /even  vials  ,  1  —  ^ 
A  voice  from  heaven  forbids  writing*  at  prefen  f,  wh^t  was  uttered 
hy  the  /even  thunders t  4*  The  angel  fotemniy  fv ears  that,  at  ih 
expiration  of  the  following  prophecies  ^  time  fr-Guld  be  morey  ai:d 
that  in  the  days  cf  the  /event  b  angel  the  my  firry  cf  (toil  Jim  Id  be 
Jimjhed ;  5 — 7.  A  voice  calls  to  John  (who  ohfervrs  it)  to  rat  the 
boo ki  which  would  be  fveet  in  his  mouthy  and  bitter  in  his  bcll?y 
8 — 10-  And  tells  him  he  vntfl  further  profhefy  cf  the  yet  future  fair 
of  the  church  and  of  the  world)  in  a  Juccejjtve  order  of  time  ^  1 1  tv  hit  h 
turfr  to  he  from  about  the  year  756*  ( v/hen  the  Pope  of  Rome  it*  ** 
Jirji  invcjhd  with  temporal  dominion)  for  1160  years  then  So  am. , 
according  to  the  general  defer ipt ion  that  was  to  be  given  cf  it  in  ihe 
three  following  chapters. 


Pa  jl  a  phrase. 


ANd  TfW  a- 
nether 

mighty'  tngd 
come  Aownirum 
heaven,  clothed 
with  a  cloud, 
and  a  rainbow 
nw s  upon  his 


1*  A  the  former  reprefe  mat  ions  which  had  hcen 

1  A  made  to  me  of  the  Hate  of  the  llcman  empire 
and  of  the  church,  full  before,  and  then  after  the  legal 
ethblitlunent  of  Chrifliamtf,  I  was  favoured  with  a 
fuccccding  vifion,  in  which  I  beheld  another  angt-l, 
different  from,  and  fuperior  to  tbofc  that  had  trumpets 

givwit 
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bud,  u>d  hli/Me 
tot  «  it  were 
tbc  fun,  iod  kb 
f«t  «s  pittut  of 
Gk> 


i  And  lie  had 
in  h»  hand  a  lit* 
tie  book  openi 
and  he  Set  LU 

Tight  fool  upon 
fht  fei*  and  &i 
left  foot  on  the 
earth. 


3  And  cried 

»icb  akodvoict, 
•1  Tvhm  i  lion 
Hurdh?  and  when 
he  bad  cried,  fc- 
ven  thunderi  ot¬ 
tered  their  toi co» 
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given  them  to  bund,  even  Chriit  himfelf,  (fee  the  hots 
on  chap .  vii.  2.)  who,  though  a&ing  the  part  of  a  di- 
vine  meflenger  in  human  nature,  i$  partaker  of  proper 
deity,  as  the  mighty  Godt  (Min  ix.  6.) ;  met  hough  t,  I 
Taw  this  glorious  perfon  delcend  from  heaven,  and  co¬ 
vering  himfelf  with  an  illultrious  cloud,  as  aa  emblem 
of  his  coming  to  make  a  further  revelation  for  the  in- 
ftru£lion  and  comfort  of  the  church  ;  he  appeared  like 

the  great  Jehovah,  who  makes  the  clcudes  his  chariot , 
(PC.  civ.  3.)  as  our  blelTed  Lord  did  in  his  defrent  upon 

mount  Sinai,  and  afcenlion  to  heaven,  {Exod.  xxxj  p. 

5.  and  A&s  i.  9.) :  And  chore  was  the  circular  form  of 
a  beautiful  rainbow  over  his  head,  like  that  which  ap¬ 
peared  round  about  the  throne  of  God,  {Ezek.  i„  28. 
and  Rev.  iv.  3.  fee  the  note  there)  in  token  of  his  be¬ 
ing  ever  mindful  of  bis  covenant  in  the  darted' times, 
(fee  6Ve.  ix.  13,-17.):  And  his  countenance  (hone 
with. a  dazzling  luftre,  like  the  fun  in  its  meridian 
brightnefs,  to  the  admiration  and  joy  of  his  people  ; 
and  his  feet  appeared  with  awful  majrity  and  ftrength, 
like  pillars  of  burning  brafs,  for  fupporting  the  faithful, 
and  of  fire  for  confuming  his  enemies,  much  after  tbe 
fame  auguft  manner  in  which  he  had  exhibited  himfelf 
before.  {Chap.  i.  15,  16.  See  the  paraphrafe  there.) 

2  He  alfo  appeared  as  holding  in  his  hand  a  little 
unfolded  book,  or  roll,  being  tbe  lad  part  of  the  book 
which  had  been  baled,  but  tbe  feals  of  which  he  had. 
undertaken  to  loob,  {chap.  v.  1, — 7.)  and  which 
might  be  called  a  little  bosi,  as  i:  was  now  only  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  whole,  containing  fuch  events  as  ihouid 
fall  out  in  ages  yet  to  come*  And  he  having  defended 
to  this  terraqueous  globe,  as  confiding  of  land  a  ad 
water,  meihougbt  I  faw  hiifa  Hand  with  his  right  foot 
on  the  feat  and  with  his  left  on  the  earthy  to  fignify 
his  fovereigo  dominion  over  all  perfons  and  things  lit 
hoth\  and  that  he  would  extend  his  government  and 
grace  to  the  continents  of  Afiat  Africa  and  Europe^ 
with  their  illands,  -including  both  the  Eaftern  and 
Weftern  empire,  and  even  tbe  uttermq/l  parts  of  the 
earthy  which  his  Father  promifed  him  the  poffefllon  of, 
pf  ».  8. 

3  In  this  fituation  he,  who  has  been  fpoken  of  as 
the  Em  if  tbe  tribe. if  Judah,  {chap.  v.  5.)  made  pro¬ 
clamation  with  a  ftrong  and  tremendous  voice,  as  loud 
as  the  roaring  of  a  lion,  commanding  filence  and  atten¬ 
tion  to  what  would  follow :  And  no  fooner  had  he  given 
fprth  this  order,  than  I  heard  feven  other  voices,  as 
loud  awful,  and  terrible,  as  tbe  great  eft  clap  of  thunder, 

t  S  to 
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4  And  t-'l'tn 
(lie  (even  thtwi* 
dcif  tiEd  uttered 
their  vo-ees,  I  was 
hbuw  to  u  rites 
and  1  heaid  a 
vm'ce  from  hea¬ 
ven,  laying  unto 
me,  S*al  up  thofc 

thing*  which  the 
ftven  thuiultrs 
uttered,  and  write 
tiicai  um. 


j  And  the  an- 

pel  trhich  £  law 
Hard  upon  the 
fca*  and  o|»n  the 
earth,  lifted  up 
H$  hand  to  hea- 


tf  And  fwarc 
by  him  that  Lk- 
eth  for  ever  and 
ever,  who  created 
heaven,  and  the 

things  that  there¬ 
in  arc,  and  the 
earth,  and  die 

ihll’gstbat  there* 
in  are,  and  the 
fra  and  the  things 
Which  are  thereir>r 

tfltt  them  Aonl4 
he  time  tto  ktffg- 
or; 


to  denounce  thore  judgments  of  God  in  general*  which 
were:  to  be  particularly  executed,  in  their  order*  on  his 
aurichriflian  enemies,  by  the  pouring  out  of  /even  vi¬ 
als  under  the  frutntb  trumpet . 

4  And  when  the feven  thunder-like  voices  had  finish¬ 
ed  their  articulate  den  u  ideations,  I  was  going  to  write 
them  down*  as  apprehending  that  I  was  authorized  fo 
to  do  by  the  order  before  given  me*  {ckap*  i.  19.}  and 
that  they  contained  fomeihing  of  great  confluence,  for 
the  comfort  of  the  ehurch  under  their  amichriftiaR-op- 
preffions:  But  1  was  immediately  flopped  fhort,  and 
prevented  by  another  voice,  which  1  heard*  as  directed  10 
me  frrim  the  throne  of  God  in  heaven*  faying,  Keep 
the  things  in  your  own  breaft*  which  have  been  nut  red 
by  the  voices  that  were  like  feven  thunders*  ponder 
them  in  your  heart,  and  conceal  them*  as  yet*  from 
public  notice,'  as  clofely  as  if  they  were  fealed  up  in  a 
book,  that  none  might  read  them  :  And  there  is  no 
need  for  you  to  write  them  nsu,  as  tbe  general  hints, 
given  by  them*  will  be  more  particularly  drawn  out  in 
feme  following  viSons  j  referring  to  thofe  of  the  Jevtnth 
trumpet^  and  the  ft  vat  viah  under  it*  which  were  af¬ 
terwards  to  be  revealed  and  recorded. 

y*  6  And  to  allure  me  of  the  certainty  and  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  things  that  were  further  to  be  leveakd* 
relating  to- the  affairs  of  the  church*  and  of  the  world 

in  ages  yet  to  come*  tbe  glorious  angel*  whom,  (as  is 
faid*  ver,  a.)  I  faw  (lauding  with  one  foot  upon  the 
fea*  and  the  other  upon  the  earth*  was  reprefented  to 
my  view*  as  lifting  up  his  hand  to  heaven*  the  throne 
of  God's  glory*  according- to  the  ancient  manner  and 
pofture  of  taking  folemn  oaths*  {Gen*  xir*  22*  and 
Dan*  lii*  7*)  and  as  (wearing  by  the  eternal*  almighty 
and  immortal  God,  who,  in  djftintUon  from  all  idols, 
is  from  ccerlafting  to  evtrtqfting*  the  only  living  and 
true  God*  apd  the  Creator  of  the  upper  and  lower 
worlds  \  of  heaven  and  all  the  hofts  thereof*  whether 
In  the  aerial,  the  itarry,  or  the  heaven  of  bcavens;  and 
of  the  terraqueous  globe*  confiding  of  the  earth  ami 
fea  j  and  all  things  contained  therein  ;  And  the  purport 
of  this  folemn  oath*  which  Chrift  took*  as  the  Angel  of 
the  covenant  and  God’s  meffenger*  was,  that  as  former¬ 
ly  in  anfwer  to  the  queftion*  How  long  it  fhould  be  to 
the  end  of  the  then  predicted  wonders?  He  fware  that 
it  fhould  be  for  a  time*  times*  and  a  half  %  meaning 

.  twelve 


N  0 

t  11  A  tjmf,  limes  and  a  half  /mb*,  and 
**  tune  lhall  Lc  m  longer,  **  fetm  to  icfcr  to 


T  E.  . 

the  iame  pmed,  and  intimate,  not  tUar  alt 

tiroc  IhculiJ  (ken  ccmc  to  an  cod j  but  dial 
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Ci 


T  Bat  in  the 

days' of  the  vulce 
ofthcfcwnthaii- 
gd,  when  be  Chall 
begin  to  found, 
til*-  myfttry  of 
God  Thootd  be  fi- 
fiUhtd,  at  tic  Inch 
dvclarcd  to  hi* 
IcrvaiUt  the  pro¬ 
phet*. 


8  Ahd  the  voice 
which  1  bttfd 
from  hemn 
fpakt  quo  me 

again,  and  fold* 

Co* 


twelve  hundred  and  Gxty  years,  [Dan.  til*  fi*  7*} 
he  now  fware,  that  there  (hould  he  no  longer  time, than 
thatt  before  all  antic  hrifti  an  enemies  fhoukj  be  deflroy* 
edj  and  a  glorious  (late  of  the  church  liquid  take  place* 
and  put  a  final  period  to  popilh  fiarkneis,  fuperfUrion* 
and  idolatry,  as  will  more  diftirnSHy  appear  in  after 
parts  of  this  prophecy,  though  the  time  lhall  not  be  ye 

vt  (C*i  tr^j 

7  But  he  fware  that  in  the  days  which  would  be 
pointed  out  by  the  denunications  of  the  feventb  angd* 
when  he  Chouid  begin  to  found  his  trumpet  %  then  alt 
divine  revelations  and  djfperifations  of  providence,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  trials  and  the  fu  weeding  happy  days  of  the 
church,  and  the  deftmetion  of  autichrift  and  exaltation 
of  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord  Jefus  in  all  its  glory t  (haul 4 
be  brought  to  a  cone  hi  fi  on,  which  at  prefent  are  fecretsj 
and  will  all  along  in  great  meafure  be  fo,  till  corre- 
fpoudent  facie,  in  a  regular  feries,  (hall  explain  them  j 
according  to  the  prophecies  and  declarations  that  God 
has  given  of  them  to  his  ancient  prophets,  and  parricu* 
larly  to  bU  fervants,  Daniel  (chap*  vii*  2J>— 28*  and 
iii*  6,  7*)  and  Zechariah ,  (chap,  xSv.  9.) 

8  And  after  this  feene  of  viiion,  the  voice  which 
I  had  heard  from  heaven*  (1 ter*  4.)  called  to  me  agitn, 
faying,  Go  up  to  the  Angel  of  the  covenant,  who 
you  obferve  ftatids  with  his  right  foot  on  the  fea,  and 

hie 
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the  glorious  ffate  nf  the  church  fbooid  not 
be  yci,  until  after  the.  expiration  of  1160 
year*,  which  art  fig&itied  by  other  prophetic 
numbers  that  arc  made  life  uf  eq  give  a  gene¬ 
ral  view  of  this  period  ip  die  Mil)*  rath, 

and  ijrh  chapter  of  thkvilion.  Accord* 
ingU  a  time,  time*,  and  a  half  time,"  as 
lefolred  into  prophetic  days,  JtgoUy  t itfo 
years  reckoning  each  day  fur  a  year,  And 
each  year  to  coofift  of  twelve  months  of 
thirty  days  each  month  t  Fvt  &r<t  /mrr, 
which  anfra*  to  dmcy  (meaning  two 

more  times)  and  -a  Uf  rime,  or  half  a  year* 
up  4a  months,  or  tttfo  yean,  which 
in  ottr  apoUle**  prophecy  arc  parallel  dcTcrip- 
tmosof  tbeexatt  rime  of  44  the  holy  city's 
4i  being  trodden  under  foot  by  the  Gentile*, 
44  axdef.lb*  witneJfcs  propkecyinjr  in  fock* 
44  doth,"  (chap,  xi,  a,  j-)  as  alfo  of  the 
church's  **  flight  into,  ertd  nooriOtmcnt  id 
*4  [be  wildcmcfs,”  (chap.  xik  4y  14.)  and 
of  aaticbrilt's  or  44  the  bead's  r dgn,  (dap. 
Tiin,  j.)— It  is  evident,  that,  were  we  to  lake 
tlwfc  numbers  of  days,  months,  and  years, 
in  a  literal  fogfe,  the  (pace  of  time  mold  be 
abundantly  too  Ihort  for  all  the  events  that 
arc  Spoken  of  as  to  be  fuelled  to  that  lime, 

s 


which  includes  the  whfric  period  of  the  Jail 
fldteef  the  fodermp  of  the  church  to  its 
iberveding  glorims  Hate,  to  which  Satan 
Dull  be  (hut  op  for  a  thousand  years  :  But 
the  oilier  way  of  computing  is  agreeable  tv 
the  prophetic  ftik  In  former  ages,  whch 
makes  a  riotr  Aaod  for  ■  year,  Dan.  iv*  ijt  j 
audo  day  for' a  year.  Hum.  xiv.  34.  and 
Hack,  nr,  f,  6.  And  /evenly  weeks  Jiguify 
not  foveitty  times  fovea  week*  of 
days,  but  Jeventy  times  (even  years,  Dan* 
it.  *4.  1  which  according  to  Sir  l£uc  Hew- 
ton,  were  490  years  from  the  time  that  the 
dHpeifod  Jews  fauitdbe  re-incorporatcd  into 
a  people  and  holy  d;v,  until  the  death  and 
tcfumdioD  of  Chrifh  (See  hit  Obfovsttoe* 
on  Daniel,  [wjt*.  See  alfo  his  note,  pP  137, 
aqd  138,  abnot  the  way  of  computing  y«n> 
as  coufifttog  of  is  months,  and  every 
month  of  30  days,) 

*  The  feventh  trumpet,  to  oniric,  ws*  to 
found  nest,  a*  beginning  at  the  eapiratfoa 
of  tbe  fiath ;  but  is  deferred  to  ci-op-  il  15 
&c*  by  the  mEerpofriuti  of  a  folenut  prcf^ 
with  which  Chritt,  ihe  Angel  of  the  cove¬ 
nant,  appeared,  at  the  beginning  of  tbit 
chapter,  to  idirocluc*  it- 
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476 

On,  asd  takt  the 
ttulc  book  which 

11  open  in  the 
hand  *>f  the  tn- 
gfl  which  Ibnd- 
t(h  upon  the  {b»f 
icd  v^iua  the 
circh- 

9  An d  I  went 
unto  the  angel, 
and  fhui  nnro 
him.  Give  me 
the  Httk  book. 
And  he  laid  on* 
10  me*  Take  h, 

and  cat  it  up; 

and  k  lbatl  make 
thy  belly  bitter, 
but  it  GnU  be  in 
thy  mouth  facet 
1*  honey* 


to  And  I  took, 
the  Itrlebook  out 
of  the  aagcl1* 
hand)  and  ate  it 
up;  end  itvuin 
toy  month  facet 
u  nancy :  and  as 
loon  as  J  had  eat* 
en  Ut  my  bcUy 
vti  bitter. 


11  And  belaid 
unt*  me,  Tboo 
mult  ptopheiy  a* 
gain  before  nu* 
ny  peoples,  and 
aatiorn ,  and 
tongues  ,  aud 
kisgi. 


The  Revelation  parapbra/ed.  Ch.  x. 

his  left  on  the  earth]  (tw.  1,}  and  receive  from  him 
the  little  book]  or  roil,  which  is  exhibited  as  unfolded 
in  his  hand]  that  you  may  have  a  dear  infight  into  the 
great  things  contained  therein]  with  a  commiifion  for 
making  them  known  to  others. 

9  Accordingly]  in  obedience  to  the  divine  command] 

I  drew  near  to  the  Head  of  alt  principalities  and  powers, 
and  humbly  befought  him  to  deliver  that  little  book  to 
me,  for  my  perufaL  And  he  thereupon  holding  it  out, 
raid  to  me,  as  he  formerly  did  to  the  prophet  Ezekul, 
(chap*  iti.  I, — 3.)  Take  it,  according  to  your  requeft ; 
and  then  read  and  meditate  upon  it,  and  lay  it  up  in 
your  heart,  till  you  underftand  and  digelt  it,  and  he 
fuitably  affefted  with  it,  which,  in  figurative  language, 
may  be  called,  eating  it  up,  (fee  Jer.  xv.  16*) }  and 
in  fo  doing,  you  will  find  Tome  of  its  contents,  relating 
to  the  fore  afflictions  and  perfections  that  the  church 
is  to  fuffer,  will  be  as  extremely  grievous  to  your  mind 
as  the  bitterefl  fen  fat  ions  can  be  to  your  bowels :  But 
the  knowledge  of  the  mind  and  will  of  God  herein,  as 
his  fecrets  revealed  to  you,  and  more  efpecially  with 
refpeef  to  the  tender  care  which  he  will  all  along  take 
of  his  people,  and  to  the  final  tfTue  of  all  their  troubles, 
and  the  glory  that  is  to  follow  them,  will  he  as  Tweet 
to  your  thoughts  as  honey  jtfelf  can  be  to  your  palate. 

10  And  I  readily  took  the  little  open-book  or  roll 

out  of' the  angel's  hand,  and  did  eat  it  up  in  the  manner 
he  ordered  me,  and  1  found  by  experience,  as  be  told 
me  I  would,  that  my  infight  info  the  great  myfteties  re¬ 
vealed  therein,  taking  them  all  together,  was  as  delight¬ 
ful  to  my  foul  as  it  is  polfible  for  honey  to  be  to  the 
tattc.  I,  like  .the  prophet,  (Jer.  xv.  t6)  found  Gods 
word r,  and  did  eat  tkm\  and  hit  word  1 oat  unto  me  the 
joy  and  rejoicing  of  my  heart :  And  afterward,  when  1 
came  to  refled  on  the  tribulations  that  mull  befal  the 
church  of  Chrift,  before  it  attains  its  highefb  profperity 
and  glory  on  earth,  my  foul  was  as  deeply  affected  with 
pain  and  anguifh  in  . the  doleful  prufpe£t  as  the  buterelt 
tortures  can  be  to  the  bowels.  , 

1 1  Then  this  glorious  angel  faid  to  me.  Sweet  as 
thefe  things  are  in  one  view,  and  hitter  in  another,  you 
mult  not  keep  them  to  yourfelf,  as  you  was  ordered  to 
do  by  the  general  intimations  that  were  given- you  by 
the  feven  thunder-like  voices,  (yer,  4.)}  but  you  mult 
go  on  to  publilh  thefe,  for  the  fupport  and  comfort  of 
my  people,  in  the  further  revelations  that  (hall  be  made 
of  them  to-  you,  as  to  come  to  pafs  in  their  fucceflivs 

order. 


Ch.  xi. 
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order  *f  upon  many  people,  and  nations,  and  countries 
of  different  languages,  and  upon  rulers  and  potentates, 
as  veil  as  lower  ranks  of  people,  with  regard  to  what 
ihali  befal  them  til)  the  whole  fcheme  of  God*s  purpo- 
fes,  prophecies,  and  providences  lhaU  he  acoomplifhcd 
concerning  them,  and  Jhali  cud  in  the  total  overthrow 
of  all  anrfchrtftian-enenues,  and  in  die  eompleat  faWa* 
tion  of  the  church. 

RKCOL  I<E  C  T  I  0  N  S, 

How  endearing,  auguft*  and  awfiriTare  the  rcprrfentatioas  ChriJl  has  made  of 
himlelf,  as  the  Angel  of  the  covenant,  with  a  rainbow  on  his  head*  am)  a  counte¬ 
nance  as  bright  and  dazzling  as  the  fun ;  and  with  frrt,’lite  pillars  of  fiery  metal, 
landing  on  the  earth  and  fra,  and  a  voice  as  loud  and  tremendous  as  the  roar* 
ing  of  a  lion  !  He  is  ever  mindful  of  bis  covenant  with  his  people  in  the  worft  of 
times  ;  and  a  mid  ft  all  the  troubles  that  are  denounced  to  his  enemies,  as^with 
the  voice  of  thunder,  has  all  things  under  his  dominion ;  and  appears  with  illuf* 
trious  majefty  fur  the  relief  and  comfort  of  thofe  that  belong  to  him,  and  for  the 
terror  and  d  fibril  ft  ion  of  his  and  their  enemies.  Thcfe  are  things  worthy  of  the 
dofeft  meditation,  that  we  may  under  ft  and,  and  be  fuitably  affcdted  with  them, 
as  fir  as  they  are  revealed,  with  a  commiftion  from  Cbrift  to  publiJh  them,  while 
fecret  things  are  ftijl  to  be  left  with  him,  till  time  Dial!  declare  them.  Though 
it  cannot  but  be  bitter  to  the  folds  of  true  believers  to  think  of  the  fevere  perse¬ 
cutions  which  the  church  is  to  expert  under  the  reign  of  aattchrtft ;  yet  what  a 
fofreoing  to  that  grief;  what  an  encouragmeut  to  faith  and  patience  ;  and  what 
a  pleafurp  mu  ft  it  be,to  have  realizing  profpeds  of  the  care  that  Chrtft  will  take 
of  them  during  ttieir  tribulations,  ana  of  the  happy  period  he  will  put,  in  his 
appointed  time,  to  all  their  farrows*  when  they  (hall  he  turned  into  joy  and  praife, 
and  his  kingdom  ftialt  be  built  up  in  its  purity  and  glory,  with  wide  extent,  upon 
the  ruins  pf  all  a ntichriftian- powers  !  Then,  as  the  Angel  of  the  covenant  fworre 
by  tlie  Creator  of  all  worlds,  who  lives  fur  ever  and  ever,  the  my  fiery  of  God, 
retiring  to  his  difpcn fitt ions  of  providence  and  grace,  (hall  be  fimfhed  ;  and  *11 
the  prophecies,  which  are  now  the  ohjefla  of  the  faith  and  hope  of  his  people, 
{lull  be  clearly  explained,  and  aftualfy  unfilled,  to  bis  glory  and  their  evcrlafting 
triumph. 


CHAP*  XI* 


The  firji  general  deferipthn  of  the  fiat §  of  the  church  for  1260  yearly  to 
be  dated  from  the  rife  of  the  temporal  power  of  the  Pope  about  the 
year  756,  is  reprefented  under  the  figure  efi  a  temple  m eafnredy  hut 
the  outward  court  of  which*  as  defiriptive  of  formal  prefeffors*  is  left 
to  the  Gentiles,  or  idolatrous  church  of  Rome,  for  42  mouths*  I,  £* 
During  this  time  of  equal  date  with  1160  prophetic  days*  or  years , 
two  1 vitnijfcSi  or  a  few*  from  age  to  agey  prophecy  in  fackkth*  hut 
with  great  power  t  3,-6.  They  art  /lain  by  popifb  tyranny*  which 
is  figured  out  under  the  image  of  the  heafil  and  are  in  a  manner  ftp* 
preffed for  three  prophetic  days  ajid  a  half  equal  to  the  42  months  ; 

after 


N  O  T  R, 

*  It  n  well  known  to  ^iatpira^n«,  that  frcnthtod  anil  u  :n  Luke  xt,  7* 
the  prepofi^ort  (<rri  *itb  a  dative  cafe,  as  ovcrw-c  filter t  {-n  :«  arj  LpH. 

it  b  h<rt,  and  rendered  hffir r,  o*ien  %\4  ;a.  rysrtihc  ftai 

fie;  c?RCtT*ii;g  ;  and,  in  th*&  itshaen,  it  ia 
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after  which  they  a. rife  and  afeend  to  heavenf  as  bearing  their  tejlimc- 
ny  with  greater  efficacy  and  honour  than  ever  before^  unto  the  over¬ 
throw  of  a  tenth  part. of  the  Romifh  jurifdi£tiont  and  the  /laughter  of 
7000  men*  and  to  the  conjlemation  iff  the  reft  of  that  partyf  which 
puts  an  end  to  the  fecond  wo,  7*— 14  :  And  under  tbefevetith  trumpet* 
denouncing  the  third  wo7  alt  antic  hr  if  tan  powers  would  be  utterly 
dejlroyedj  and  iff ue  ut  a  glorious  Jlate  of  Chviffs  kingdom  upon  earthy 

15,-19- 


Tut. 

ND  there  was 
*  pvtn  tv\t  a 
ffctl  like  unto  a 

and  iJie 

pd  fVooJj  fay:Tig* 
JUfe^tid  mcaiuriS 
tlir  icmulc  of 
Gud*  and  the  al- 
t»r,  and  ihcm 
t  bat  «orD)ip 


iron, 

if  * 


i  E«t  ti v  mint 

is  without 
the  temple  l^ve 
put,  and  mcalure 
ft  i»otSr  fbt  it  u 
given  unto  the 
Geurilc*  ;  and  the 
hMy  city  (ball 
lMfy'tfftid  un^cr 

i>)Ui  luiTtjf  UUl 

U-n  ouHithf* 


period  iu. 

mW 

PARAPHRASE. 

THEN,  in  order  to  my  having  a  general  view  ofThe 
true  ft  ate  both  of  the  pure  and  the  antichriftim- 
church,  methought,  a  reed  was  put  into  my  hand,  an- 
fwernig  to  the  meafuring  red  and  line  which  the  pro¬ 
phets,  Ezeiiei  and  Zccbariah ,  6w  in  vition  for  triea* 
furing  the  temple  at  Jerufalem^  (Ezek»  si.  3, — 5.  and 
Zcch-  ii-  1,  a*)  And  thv*  Angel  of  the  covenant,  who 
had  given  me  the  open  Rule  book ,  (chap.  ibt.  8*  &c») 
{landing  near,  fa  id  unto  me,  Arift,  and  with  this  rod, 
which  is  a  proper  emblem  of  the  holy  feripture,  the 
rule  by  which  all  perfons,  do&rines,  and  practices  are 
to  be  tried,  [Ifa*  viii*  20.  and  GaL  vi.  16.)  take  the  juft 
di  mention  3  of  the  true  gofpcl-chnrch,  which  is  now 
the  temple  of  God,  as  his  habitation  through  the  Spi¬ 
rit :  (t  Cor*  iii.  id,  17*  and  2  Cor*  vi*  16.  and  Epb*  iu 
21,  Me  afore  like  wife  the  altar,  at  which  .they,  as 

a  fpiritual  boyfe  and  holy  prieftbood,  offer  up  fpiritual  fa- 
erifiert  of  prayer  and  praife,  acceptable  to  God  by  Jefus 
Cbrifi ,  (1  Pet,  ii,  5.) :  And  he  further  ordered  me  to 
take  an  CtttX  account  of  thole  of  the  vifible  church, 
who  worlhip  God  id  fptrit  and  truth,  through  Chritt 
as  their  altar,  according  to  gofpcl  inftitution. 

2  But  though  the  whole  temple  at  Jervfakm  was 
rrieafured,  becaufc  all  its  parts  were  to  be  entirely  ic- 
huilt  \  yet,  faid  the  angel  unto  me  (alluding  to  the  out¬ 
ward  court  of  that  temple,  ( Ezek .  xl»  17.}  where  all 
Ifraei  wot  {hipped  promifctiouuy,}  You  fhall  not  take  in 
the  whole  of  the  vifible  church  in  your  meafurement  j 
but  (hall  leave  out  fucb  as  do  not  agree  to  this  rule  } 
Thereby  intimating,  that  formal  profcflbrs,  who  an- 
fwer  to  outward  court-worftiippers,  fhould  not  be  rec¬ 
koned  to  the  true  church  of  Chrift,  as  being  rejected 
of  him  :  For,  laid  he,  that  part  of  the  yifihle  church 
is  permitted,  by  the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  to 
fall  undtr  the  power  of  amichiiitiaa  Rome  r  which 
might  fitly  be  filled  the  Gentiles y  as  their  idolatrous 
'porfliipof  faints,  angels,  and  images,  would  refemhle 

the 


a.  xu 
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Up 


1  And  I  viH 
jtivc  fvwer  uoto 
fn  y two 

aad  they  (hall 
pmpkfy  a  ibon- 
jlrd  ton;  Ijtinjr^l 

and  ihrerfcorc 
«jyS,  cl'tlhcd  ill 

Jrcfcdotiu 


tbe  demon- vrorfh  ip  of  the  heathen*  and  as  many  others 
of  thdr  religious  Cervices  would  be  derived  from*  and 
fymbulizt  with  them  :  And  thefe  GentiUzing  Chriftj- 
ans,  as  he  further  added*  (ball  not  only  trample  upon, 
opprefs  and  pcrfecute  the  pure  church*  but  aifo  exer* 
cife  a  tyrannical  dominion  over  all  profrflbrs  of  tbe 
ChritV.an  name*  even  as  it  was  foretold  that  Jerufalm 
itfclf*  the  cnee  holy  dry*  fhould  be  broken  down  of  tbe 
Gentiles*  Luke  xsi-  24*  {See  the  note  there. )  And  the 
continuance  of  their  power  (hall  be  for  the  fpac*  of 
twelve  hundred  and  fixty  years**  which*  in  tin  ftile 
of  prophecy*  ate  denoted  by  forty  and  two  months, 
reckoning  each  month  at  -  thirty  days*  and  each  day 
for  a  year*  (fee  the  note  on  ebzp*  x.  6.) 

3  lint  notwkhftanding  all  the  degeneracy  and  np^ 
predion  of  the  ilomith  church*  I  will  raifc  up*  give 
commiftion  and  authority  to,  and  powerfully  prefer ve 
and  affift  a  competent*  though  fmall  number  of  faitb- 
ful  fcrvaate,  to  bear  an  honourable  witnefs  to  my  name 
and  gofpcl*  and  tbe  purity  of  my  in  dilutions,  in  their 
preaching,  holy  profcQion*  and  converfation*  and  to 
remonftrjte  again  ft  the  idolatry  and  other  grofs  corrup¬ 
tions  of  that  apoftate  church*  in  a  fuccrilion  of  them 
ftom  age  to  age  +  ;  which  may  be  called  two  witness t 
with  reference  to  the  validity  of  their  teftimony  to  tfta* 
blifh  the  truth  of  what  they  declare  ;  (tftc  /J«fr*xvii* 
6w  and  six.  I  j*  M.itth*  xvtii,  i6«  and  2  Cor*  xiii.  1.)  ; 
And  with  an  ailufitm  to  fbuiefamcus  pairs  or  prophets 

in 


NOT 

*  Tnl*  t*6©  y«TA,  a*  Mf  T-owjmtt  Us 
vbferved,  and  l  think  fecw»i  witii  Jitoii"  irvi< 
fcalHicyiti  hts  Ficnce,  and  in  (he  Content* 
r,f  this  third  lark'd,  ii  to  bfj*in 
till  the  )nt|kTiiii  ^ovcrNnitn*  of  Kair.e 
was-  paftd  awjy,  as  the  pwrfinr 
of  fovcrfimenr  vert  before  it,  nil  ;m-**W ' 
fnim  of  ^cminciH  ihwjid  k  rfWd-fh- 
rd  i:»  Romt,  ©D  Jcinif  ACeJ  UitfSt 

he  called  the  fcvtzity  and  cji  ethef 

o-.it  u.  "he  for;n  **’  ptWRmMttl 

vhen  R  me.  o;kc  the  povcct'-d  mifirefc 
the  uodti,  after  (be  kid  loti  lr.*i  Jhihp^h, 
anJ  frewed  to  Me  it  ultimo  hope  ©f  r&y>* 
very,  fhould.  he  irftorcd  to  pntver  ar.d  empire 
again*  which  vat  to  conikcc  during  the 
laffodsy*  of  thin  pc.;.:dt  anxl  then  to  he 
utterly  overthrown,  and  never  10  uu  iwld/* 
_-**  Now,  (lav*  he)  av  ?  great  \aiisTy  of 
c*i«nrringnve(;ioiV*nr«  ii;rw  isrjinmp^ 
of  this  pci*od  about  tlv  veaf  Tjtf,  wT"»r  \\*G 

.  km  fc  !*  ,  I  _  I  i  _ 


i %f_Q  (:?J6  ot  thii  prophecy  vtz  10  lait  fb 
Jt*  z  ihls  power  i*  io  r^jLut;  viJJi 


E  S. 

evidently  10  (hew,  thj.t  w  are  not  lo 
ut'rfei food  it<Jo  nrffriv/  day**  the  lime  <ti 
till*  pvri*jd,  but  lb  m:r>y  fr$pht;£  days,  hi 
vhkh  n  day  i?  given  for  a  year.*' 

t  There  nx't  vsteefit  i^cau,  not  arty  two 
partieul  if  p^rfuns,  hut  a  (UecUTion  *  f  fa  ch- 
ful  nrinincist  For  ihctr  jire  pheiyii,^  ii* 

in  £itk<l©th  »;:*  t©  i-;i?  Ttdi> 

and  tlici*'  jpoken  of,  z*  ***)"  tt^l 
he  cunfidemi  virh  jcfpc£l  t©  die  fuflreWih.y 
of'  tbeir  witnefs'-hftxrtnc,  ftud  to  alluC-on 
Mof.i  itaiWi,  the  diliVJTCii  cf 
cMb'reo  ot  Ifiail  fiat  o*  Epvpr*  rtvivers 
of  ihe  u-orfl’tp  of  driioo^  tbvm:  to 
iintl  Elsihn,  the  rcitercr?  ©t  5i*s  vtr- 
JEip  fernt  iioh:ry  ;  a©:t  foZeruh]-eh:l 

the  rcfiuildcrs  cf  the  Uiejilc; 
nVjU  of  all  which  pcii©f;£  ftim  to  l*e  u-f<mJ 
to  vcr.  4,  5,  0.  Ai'd,  pei it  n ny 
piint  t'>  wire  r^urUb'C  j'Ji;  rl  ^itnclii:* 
ao^n(V  (vi^mtioRs,  i|i  it  llforld  arife 

s r  z  I'yci'ctaen  nt  'hen^,  di.r:::y  ti  >-  peiiod ; 
tuch  as  tbe  Alni^ettiev  and  \w  deutt*:  John 
11^'s  ami  jsitrc  rt  Pr;<£Ut  ;  l,c*:t;;r 

I.L  ■«  "*1-1  *a  1 

\  m  n  !■  4a-*«W' 
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* 


4  Thefe  are 
the  Ito  Olive* 
trees>  aui  the 

two  candtcflieks 
fhiodiug  before 
the  God  of  the 
earth* 


in  former  days  :  And  thefe  (hall  continue  to  bear  a  no¬ 
ble  reftimony  to  me  and  my  catife  rhrough  the  whole 
term  of  Atinchrift’s  reign,  which  will  be  twelve  hon- 
dcul  and  Cxry  days*  reckoning  each  day  for  a  year, 
and  fo  will  b;  exactly  the  fame  period,  but  now  figni- 
fieri  {ver*  a*)  by  forty  and  two  months*  (See  the  note 
on  chap*  x*  6*)  In  all  which  time,  as  the  ancient 
prophets  and  people  of  God  ufed  to  wear  tack  cloth,  in 
token  of  mourning  and  lamentation,  in  the  days  of 
Ifrae?%  aflliftion  ;  fo,  in  allnfion  thereunto,  thefe  faith¬ 
ful  fervants  thill  bravely  maintain  their  teftimony  in 
cireumltances  as  diftrefted  and  perilous,  and  with  hearts 
as  deeply  a  Hefted  at  the  low  and  degenerate  (late  of  re¬ 
ligion,  and  at  the  alHifted  condition  of  the  people  of 
God  under  the  power  of  perfections,  as  though  they 
were  to  minifefl  it  by  clothing  themfclvcs  with  lack* 
cloth* 

4  Thefe,  how  much  foever  they  may  he  defpifed 
and  opprelfcd  by  the  apoftate  church,  are  in  high  ho¬ 
nour  and  efteein  with  God;  and  as  Zerubbabtl  and 
JoJbua  the  high  pried  were  compared  td  two  oifac  trus, 
that  fed  the  lamps  of  the  temple  with  oil,  on  account 
of  their  employing  all  their  wifdom,  gifts  and  graces, 
with  which  they  were  richly  fumtfhed,  for  rebuilding 
the  temple,  and  re-eftabliftitng  the  worfhip  of  Gcxl  in 
ir,  under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  the  liord, 
[Zcch*  iv,  6>— 14.);  fo  thefe ‘witneffes  in  feckcloth 
fb all  be  continually  fupplied  with  the  light  and  aflift- 
an  ces  of  th^  Spirit  to  enable  them,  am  id  ft  all  their  tri¬ 
als,  to  minifler  the  piire  uncorrupted  gofpel,  for  the 
edification  and  comfort  of  the  church,  and  for  holding 
forth  the  light  of  truth  and  bolinefs  to  the  world,  like 
candles  fet  on  candlcfticks*  (Mattb*  v,  14, — 16*)  as  be¬ 
comes  fervants  Handing  in  the  prefence  of  the  forereign 
Lord  of  the  whole  earth,  ro  minifter  before  him,  with 
a  confcioufrtefs  of  his  obferving  them,  and  with  an 
humble  dependence  on  bim  for  protection,  aflilhnee, 
an d  iucct  fs. 


j  Anil  if  My 
man  -wilt  hurt 
ihcm,  fire  pm- 
rrctlclh  of 

their  month *  and 
dtvftumh  their 
enemies  :  jnd  if 

biiymm  aHli  hutt 
them,  hum dft  in 
thi*  manner  be 
billed* 


5  And  if  any,  through  inveterate  prejudices  againft 
them  and  their  doctrine,  ftiall  fet  themfclvcs  to  injure 
and  diftrefs  them,  and  put  an  end  to  tbeir  teftimony, 
as  Ahaziah  did  in  tbe  cafe  of  Elijah,  when  to  feize 

him,  he  lent  two  companies  of  foldiers,  which  were 
con  fumed  by  fire  from  heaven,  in  anfwer  to  bis  prayer, 
and  in  vindication  of  bis  righteous  caufe,  (3  Kings  u 
jo,— ia«);  the  word  of  the  Lord,  in  the  mouth  of 
thefe  two  faithful  witnefles,  (hall  be  like  fire  to  devour 
their  enemies,  (/er.  v>  t*}  14.)  as  God  wjJl  hear  their 


prayers 


Ch.  xu 


€  Theft  hive 

xcr  (hat 
heaven,  that  it 
niu  not  in  the 

days  of  their 

prophecy  ;  and 
have  pover  over 
the  waters  to  Urru 
fhrm  to  btgorii 
?n*l  to  fni'c  t>  c 
enrtH  wi'h  all 
pli^ies ,  a*  cf*cn 

a*  liuy  wiiL 


1  And  vheo 
they  (Hall  h wt  fi* 

iiiihvd  their  tdli- 
it^>\  the  hcilt 
tkUlnaJdh  Mit 
or  the  bottomlefs 
]>it  Ibll  mite 
vrtf  a^aind  them, 
ud  (bill  over¬ 
come  then.)  act! 
kill  them. 


The  RevelIT  to n  paraphrafed*  lit 

prayers  under  oppreflian,  and  will  certainly  avenge 
them  in  due  feafon,  by  executing  the  juft  judgments 
they  fliall  denounce  in  their  miniftry,  by  bis  authority 
againft  their  anuehriflian-pcrfecutors :  And  if*  not* 
with ftanding  ait  the  folemn  warnings  that  (hall  be  gi¬ 
ven,  they  will  ftill  perfift  in  abufing  them  and  obftruc- 
ring  their  good  work,  they  (hall  fooner  or  later,  in  the 
manner  but  now  mentioned,  find  the  dreadful  tffefts 
of  it  to  their  own  deftru&iiin,  which  is  repeated,  like 
the  doubling  of  Pharaoh* s  dream,  becaufe  the  thing  is 
certain*  (Gen*  xli-  32.) 

6  As  the  prophet  Elijah  had  power  with  God  by 
prayer,  in.  a  time  of  drought  <md  famine,  ro  (lop  the 
bottles  of  heaven,  according  to  his  predi£Uon,  that 
rain  might  not  defeend  for  the  fpace  of  three  years  and 
fix  months  to  make  the  earth  fruitful,  (1  Kings  xvii.  1* 
and  Jam*  v.  ry*);  and  as  Mofes  and  Aaron  received 
authority  from  God  to  turn  the  waters  of  £gypt  into 
blood,  (ExetLvYu  17.)  and  to  infli£t  any  other  plagoe 
on  that  oppreffive  and  perfecting  people,  which  a  di* 
vine  order  directed  them  to  ;  So  thefe  witnefs- bearing 
fervaots  were  reprefented  to  me,  as  being  fo  dear  to 
GGd,  and  having  fuch  an  inter  eft  in  him  by  the  prayer 
of  faith,  as,  during  the  courfe  of  their  prophesying, 
to  denounce  again (l,  and  bring  down  upon  their  cruel 
antiebriftian-enemies,  fuch  terrible  puniftiments  of  a 
temporal  and  fpiritual  nature,  whether  by  war  or  £a* 
mine,  or  withholding  the  rain  of  his  word,  fpsrit,  and 
pro  video  mi  bounties,  as  often  as  he  fees  fit  to  order 
them  to  denounce  either  of  thofe  judgments  againft 
the  fubjccts  or  the  Romifti  dominion :  And  this  he 
authorized  them  to  do,  with  upon  them  for  their 
obftinate  wickednefs,  not  fromafpirit  of  private  re* 
venge,  but  for  the  vindication  of  his  own  honour,  and 
of  the  faithiulncfs  and  importance  of  their  teflimo- 

*y* 

7  And  during  the  time  of  their  witnefs* bearing,  till 
they  fhali  have  finilhrd  their  teltimony  in  fackcloth,  to 
Chrift  and  his  gofptl,  and  again  ft  all  antichriflian-cr* 
rors  in  doftrine  and  worth  ip,  through  the  forty  and 
two  months,  or  twelve  hundred  and  fixty  years,  the  pa¬ 
pyri  tyranny,  or  grand  antichrift,  which  was  reprefented 
to  me  under  the  figure  of  a  wild  bead,  (rff  fee  al- 
fo  chap*  xiii.  I*  and  xvii,  8.)  j  the  fame  that  was  fore* 
told  hy  the  fourth  heajl  in  Daniels  prophecy,  (chap, 
vii.  23, — 1;*)  \  and  derives  his  power  from  SataD,  like 
one  that  rifts  up  from  the  horrid  unfathomable  ahyfs 
of  licil ;  This  *vuel  bcaft,  vehoje  coming  will  h  after  the 

working 
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7 hr  Revelation  paraphrased. 


t  And  their 

dad  *odW  fia/t 
If  m  tho  tUccr  of 
the  grat  eit yt 
which  ipimuuliy 
h  called 
am)  Egypt,  where 
alio  our  Lord 
was  ciuciUwL 


^storking  of  Sntany  (2  Thcff.  ii.  p.)  will  make  2  furious 
oppofmon  to  trty  wimefTeg, '  and  will  be  iuiTcred  to 
prevail*  by  Uuiagem,  and  violence,  for  a  time,  againft 
them,  and  deprive  them  of  their  civil  and  religious  li¬ 
berties,  and  make  great  daughter  of  them  ** 

8  And  it  is  the  highest  inftance  of  mcrcilefs  bar¬ 
barity,  to  deny  dead  bodies  a  burial,  and  leave  them 
flume  fully  expofed  in  public  places  of  eon  court  ;  fa, 
to  fbew  the  mutt  malignant  inhumanity  and  indignity 
again  ft  thefe  wiineflts,  they  will  not  only  be  fain,  in 
a  political,  and  many  of  them  in  a  literal  fenfe  ;  but 
will  becxpofcd  to  open  contempt  and  ignominy  in  the 
papilb  dominion,  which  is  of  large  extent,  and  has  for 
its  capital  the  gftat  city  of  Rom#y  (chap.  xvi.  ip,  and 
xvii.  18*  and  xviii*  jo,— \ 6*  18,  2L*)  which  in  a  myf- 
ticaE  fenfe  may  be  called  Sodom,  for  il&  pride,  filtbineft, 

and 


N  o 

*  Many  learned  cipofitors  rnidcrfotwi  this 
**  flaying  of  the  witneflcf,”  to  fb>w 

more  than  commonly  Icvere  pericaitioos  of 
the  church,  for  three  prophetic  days  ->r  years 
and  1  halt',  (ver*  p.)  toward  iht  clofe  ul  the 
istfo  veare  of  Anticbrifrs  trigo,  and  of  the 
mttneffi'.  prophelyiOi  in  facktbtk  Hue  they 
ore  much  divided  in  their  conjedhirts  about 
ibe  is  me  of  thi*  event,  whether  it  he 
pjft,  w  yet  to  come.  They,  who  topp^fe  it 
•d  be  already  prit,  refer  it  to  very  dirfuent 
idDmcts  of  ievere  perferutians  which  con- 
linaeJ  only  three  year*  and  3  hitf*  Stots 
carry  it  fo  hack,  as  to  ike-caanril  of 
Conrtanre,  aho*lt  che  year  14s  .|f  when  John 
Hu&  and  Jerome  of  tfrjgus  were  put  10 
dcith  i  olhetrs  refer  it  to  the  Simdciddo:  war 
in  Germany,  shuar  15.5**,  o  hm,  to  the 
Popith  per& cation  in  (Jottn  Miry's  iItvs  in 
England,  about  the  yt'ar  t*J3 s  oiler *,  to 
the  raaliacre  of  the  Protcfhusts  in  t'r«nrrt 
,571 ;  and  others,  U»  the  cruelties  *  Knifed 
on  the  Vaudois  in  Picdmotit,  unJer  lI»c  Juke 
of  Savoy,  ibnut  idSj  \  AH  which  rtinitA' 
able  perftfution  slatted  about  thra  yenri  ao%l 
a  half.  And  fevenl  of  theft  expo JirMTr  ihp- 

fwfct  though  not  vCTy  cosili'tL-ntiy  wh 

their  own  ichemes,  that  **  irfo  re£;:on  of 

the  n  J'iicnti'1  wu  ai  tiirc  of  iL  Pro* 
tchnt  Rcft>r^Btbn  ;  w haras  nm(t  of  the 
fc5s,  to  which  they  apply  the  **  flaying  «f 
d*  the  wrucfic*,*  were  aitor  ihc  Reforma¬ 
tion  commenced :  Ochcrsof  tkTm,  whoako 
take  the  ihrce  days  and  a  half  (vct  p.)  10 
£gnify  in  prophetic  OtJe  thee  years  &;?d  a 
half,  think,  that  the  **  (Uyitij  oT  ihc  «it- 
V*  nefles/’  and  oonfaiucndy  rj i r«ig  jikV 

efcenlfnil  is  (till  to  come  towanl  the  dn'eof 
ihc  udo  year*,  or  44  months  of  their  pro* 
phe  fjioj  hi  fc'ckciotb.  i'or  ihey  apprehend 
h_t  die  wlIot.U1a  me  uo:  yet  ri^n,  ai- 


T  E. 

vanced  to  To  tmt  power  and  honour  u  i> 
Unified  by  their  “  Handing  on  their  fret 
**  aid  afeending  up  to  heaven and  that  no 
fii:h  blow  has  hitherto  been  fiven  to  Popery, 
as  b  represented  to  be  :he  iamiodiitt  cpnCf* 
quenoe  of  their  rifing;  ami  afecuding.  All 
tnU  Ihews  the  extreme  uDccminry  that  aN 
tiikls  every  guefs  about  the  (laying,  rific^, 

and  afcLUiljxig  of  the  vtirntfk^,  upon  the 
foot  of  Dndcrftandinp  the  “  three  dzys  ^T,id 
“  a  half v  to  man  only  “  three  jc,.rs  and  .1 
**  half*”  But  all  theic  coQ^rovcifits  oV.tu 
it  are  cflcOirally  iupcrccdcd,  if  .as  fcem<  to 
me  moll  likely)  we  rtfn’vt  the  three  days 
and  a  half  into  prophetic  day*  of  ytan>  and 
then  the  three  years  and  a  half  into  ±n  agree¬ 
ment  tfl.h  11  ihetimctaud  times,  tod  Mu 
(i  time/*  in  thb  book,  (chap,  xii*  >4.)  and 
in  DamrFs  propfccfr,  (chap*  xu+  6,  j.)  and 
fo  nuke  th«m  equal  to  the  prophetic  4s 
months  and  i:£s  days,  (ice  the  note  oa 
ch*ip*  x*  d*)  This,  makes  the  general  fit- 
Li  options  cf  this  period  ctitirely  m^Torm  ; 
and  the  words  **  when  they  Itall  hate  £nifb* 
c*  cj  their  tertinrony  (ara?  Tikie^)  cuy, 
according  to  the  J  at  nude  ot'  ihe  t aid 
particle,  fixity*  '*  while  they  arc,  cr  ihiU 
“  he  ptitf^rnilug  their  For 

(a^aht)  iv ken  lanudmes  figi  itics  u  in 
Mauh,  xxiv*  )i*;  and  fdJhJ'  is  rcofioud 
pHformed,  Luke  ii*  Bui  if,  as  fonre 

/cifipofe,  the  may  Jjc  n-ndereH,  “  TVheft 

4t  they  (h:ll  be  about  10  fin: ft*  their  ttfti* 
lf  im>uy,”  or  toward  the  tlffc  of  ihb  pe¬ 
riod  for  the  vkitnefle*  prophcfjing  in  fark* 
cloth,  which  I  apprehend  U  not  yet  cxpirvil, 
thtn  thb  fbvtn?  ikiu  malt  Hill  be  ft>  cumc. 

Y  r  1 

And  it  ftcros  not  tmpi'ohable  bur  that  the  bft 
erforrs  of  AntichrilVtan  powers  may  be  ik 
terrible  eud  prevaient  or  ^11  that  hav*; 
beibtu  it'fi^cc  the  Reformat  twi. 


Ch.  xt. 
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p  Aad  they  of 

ihe  people,  and 

klndrcili  ,  and 
Jongucj,  add  na- 
f'-oas*'  ftalt  fte 
then  dr*d  bodies 
threr  da^  and  m 
half,  u»d  tbJt  not 
fuller  dead 

bodies  to  pur 

in  graves. 


10  And  they 

that  dwell  upon 
the  earth  foali  re¬ 
joice  o*er  them, 
jjiJ  make  merry, 

and  IhJl  fend 
gifts  one  to  ano¬ 
ther  ;  lie«mfc 
thefz  two  pro¬ 
phet*  tormented 
xW:m  [hit  dw;L 
•a  the  cintu 


1 1  And  Afrer 
three 


and  wickedncb,  and  Egypt  for  its  tyranny,  opprefiion, 
and  idolatry  ;  and  may  be  compiled  to  Jcruf&hn*  winch 
killed  the  prophets,  and,  when  under  the  j?anzaK- juris¬ 
diction,  put  our  bleflVd  Lord  to  the  fhameful  muI  pain¬ 
ful  death  of  the  <;ro£s>  and  afterward  crucified  him  a- 
frelh  in  the  maty  id  om  of  his  members,  which  will  be 
a&ed  over  again  by  thefc  cruel  poTecurors* 

9  And  this  will  be  counted  fuch  a  triumph  of  the 
antichriftbn  power  over  the  faints  f,  that  the  ftibjecU 
of  its  dominion,  wherefoever  they  dwell,  in  different 
countries  of  various  tribes,  languages*  and  nations, 
will  barbatoufly  infutr  over  them,  as  feeing  them  expo- 
fed,  with  as  much  ignominy,  abhorrence,  and  inhuma¬ 
nity,  aa  chough  they  were  loath fome  carcafes  kept  above 
ground,  and  not  fuffered  to  be  decently  interred,  du¬ 
ring  the  period  of  their  prophefying  tn  fackcloth,  which 
may  be  called  three  days  and  a  half,  in  allufion  to  the 
time  that  un  bur  ted  dead  bodies  may  ordinarily  be  kept, 
without  offtrnfive  putrefaftion,  and  which  in  prophetic 
ftile  is  aufwerable  to  a  riW,  times  f  anti  half  a  tme% 
another  prophetic  number,  parallel  to  forty  and  two 
months  %  or  twelve  hundred  and  fxty  days ■  (See  the 
note  on  wr,  7.) 

10  And  the  inhabitants  of  the  papal  territories  will 
be  mightily  pleated  at  the  inhuman  treatment  of  the 
ibin  wkneffes  \  and,  as  though  the  day  were  uow  ab¬ 
solutely  their  own,  will  congarulate  one  another,  and 
go  into  all  forts  of  merriment  and  fea  fling,  and  fending 
portions  one  to  amthcry  and  gifts  to  the  poory  as  if,  like 
the  day  of  the  Jews  deliverance  from  their  enemies* 
( Fjih .  I!.  ,22*)  this  were  to  be  obfrrved  as  a  time  of' 
thaukfgiving  to  Gcd;  b^caufc  they  had  brought  down 
the  faithful  monitor*,  that  Riled  the  fubjctls  of  the* 
tichrilUan-empsrc  with  intolerable  vexation,  by  teffify- 
ing  both  openly  and  piaf.tic.illy,  by  preaching  and  ex¬ 
ample,  agjinit  thrir  abominable  corruptions  in  doc¬ 
trine,  worihipj  and  maimers;  and  by  denouncing  the 
judgments  of  God,  which  would  come  upon  them,  on 
that  account. 

11  But  111  yam  will  they  imagine  themfelves  fecure 

from 


K  o 

t  Same  by  «  the  people,  tht f  Ifrmld  tec 
f*  tbeir  dr*r\  bodies,  2nd  not  filler  them  to 
“  bv  put  In  ^rarts,11  undenhed  tlielr  kind 
Pmcfhxat  triads,  who  would  not  fefFl-r 
tb^n  to  be  boned,  So  bopc*  of  their 
ajsuiD*  Bat  it  fceuis  more  fclublc  ta  the 
following  verft,  and  the  vhule  tenor  of  tbifi 
gtcrrJ  dcjcripcjca  of  the  mournful  ilafc  of 

■  4a1  "  ’  T 


T  E. 

thr  mrh\U  prophefying  in  i*ch- 

cioth,  to  tt  os  meaning  their 

barti!iro;;&  :  And  yet  I*  mult 

browned,  that  ,the  other  feoft  Ih^gells  great 
ei;cnu:’a£e«wnt  xo  the  church  under  alt  their 
fdfcrini;  circum!li:nas,  or*  iii^potition  that 
it  is  to  be  cuu&nal  to  timei  after  the  Rckr* 

■ 


284 

m 

three  Jap  and 
an  half,  the  i pi¬ 
nt  uf  life  fnun 
Ood  ratcitd  iato 

then :  and  fhtff 
flood  upon  tbeir 
feel,  and  great 
fear  ftU  upon 
them  which  law 
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n  And  they 
heard  a  gvttf 
from  bea- 
laying  unto 
them,  Coac  op 
hither.  And  they 
afawkd  op  10 
henra  in  i  dood, 
and  their  cncmkt 
hrhrid  them. 


I)  And  the 
hmc  hour 
then  a 

and 

the  tenth  pot  of 
the  dtj  fell,  and 
turtle  earthqvaho 


from  being  ever  troubled  again  with  a  revival  of  the 
caufe,  which  they  thought  wa&Yo  thoroughly  fupprefled, 
as  to  be  pail  all  likelihood  of  recovery ;  For,  after  rue 
expiration  of  the  above-mentioned  period,  which,  tna* 
con  lilting  of  twelve-hundred  and  futy  years,  may,  in 
a  way  of  computing  prophetic  numbers,  be  cxpreifcd, 
as  Mas  been  put  now,  [ycr*  9-)  by  three  days  and  an 
half,  (fee  the  note  on  ven  7.)  Methought  1  faw  the 
qutcknmg  fpirit,  which,  proceeding  from  God,  enter¬ 
ed  into,  railed  up  and  animated  a  fucceffioa  of  faich- 
ful  witnelfcs  to  this  fame  glorious  caufe,  of  the  fame 
principles  and  temper  with  thofe  that  had  gone  before 
them,  as  John  the  Bafttjl  came  in  the  fpirit  and  power 
of  £//4x»  and  for  that  reafon  bore  his  name :  {Lukt  i* 
17.  and  Mntth.  si*  14.  and  svii*  11,  12.)  And  they 
flood  with  itrengtb,  courage,  and  vigour,  on  tbeir  feet, 
like  perfons  railed  in  full  health  from  the  dead,  and 
ready  to  engage  in  any  fervice  that  God  fhould  call 
them  to,  as  ffraePs  re  flora  t  ion  was  reprefen  ted  in  Eze~ 
iicPs  vifion  UEidcr,the  figure  of  a  refurreRhn  of  dry 
bones,  and  of  their  (landing  upon  their  feet*  (Chap* 
xxxyu.  1, — to*)  And  at  their  enemies  feeing  this  un- 
expeded  wonderful  alteration,  they  were  terribly  afraid 
of  being  tormeuted  by  thefe  wttndTes,  more  than  ever 

before, 

12  And  for  the  further  encouragement  of  thefe  ri* 
fen  witnefles,  methought,  1  heard  a  loud  voice  to  call 
them  from  heaven,  the  throne  o£  God's  glory,  faying, 
Come  up  hither;  hy  which  was  (ignified,  that  God 
would  vifibly  take  them  into  his  fpecial  prote£ticri,  and 
would  a  fit  ft,  own,  and  honour. them  with  great  fuccefs 
io  his  work  and  caufe :  And  thereupon,  methought,  in 
altution  to  Chrtfl's  vifible  afeenfion  to  heaven  in  a  cloud 
after  his  refurreclion  from  the  dead,  they  afeended  up 
to  heaven  in  the  mid  ft  of  a  bright  cloud,  to  figtufy 
God's  exairing  them  to  eminent  dignity,  power,  and 
profperity,  according  to  the  metaphorical  fenfe,  in 
which  the  feripenre  ufes  fuch  terms,  (If a,  siv*  13*  and 
Natth*  xi.  23}  and  their  enemies  could  not  but  fee 
what  a  glorious  change  was  made  in  their  circumftan- 
ces,  and  what  a  fignat  teftimony  of  favour  and  honour 
God  had  therein  given  to  them* 

13  And,  at  the  very  fame  time,  there  were  ftrong 
convollioru  and  confulionsin  the  civil  and  ccdcfiafti- 
cal  affairs  of  the  amichriftiau  nations,  which  are  repre* 
lented  under  the  emblem  of  a  great  earthquake,  like 
that  which  attended  the  refurre&ion  of  our  Lord, 
{Matth*  xxviii.  a.) ;  and  by  means  thereof  a  very  eonfi- 

deiable 
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vm  Ibis  of  bkq 

fcrcn  thoirikod  : 
ind  the  remnant 
were  affrighted, 
and  gm  |Mvy  to 
the  God  of  hea¬ 
ven. 


14  The  fecund 

wo  it  parti  3*id 
behold,  the  third 
wt>  coraeib  qaick- 

ly. 


i  s  A od  the  fe- 
Tcnth  uigel  fuun- 

ded;  and  there 
were  great  voice* 
in  homo,  frying. 
The  kingdom*  of 
thi*  world  are  be¬ 
come  /hr  ktmfdtosi 
at  our  l>rd,  and 
of  hi*  Chrift,  and 
be  Hull  reign  for 

tier  and  ever. 


dcrable  body;  which  may  be  called  a  tenth  part  of  the 
papal  jurirdi£UoVj  fell  oil  from  it  *.  And,  in  the  midft 
of  thefe  commotions,  a  gn-at  number  of  their  parry, 
like  (even  thoufand  men  of  name,  power,  and  influence* 
(MM**™  nepaTfr]  together  with  their  dependents,  fell  in 
battle  :  and  the  remainder  of  them  were  aftoniffied  and 
terrified,  and  forced  to  own,  ro  the  glory  of  the  only 
true  God,  whole  throne  is  eflabiiihed  in  heaven*  that 
there  was  an  extrordinary  appearance  of  hi 3  power  and 
providence  in  favour  of  his  church,  and  againft  his  po- 
pifh  enemies;  and  by  meins- of  preaching  ihe  gof pci, 
in  concurrence  with  his  Spirit  and  his  amazing  provi¬ 
dence,  they  were  converted  from  fuperftinon  and  ido¬ 
latry,  eo  the  glory  of  God,  in  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jefus, 

14  This  brings  us  to  the  end  of  the  fttmd  greatwo, 
chat  had  been  thtcatnedby  the  ftxth  angel,  (chap.  ix. 
13,  dre,)  And  obferve,  with  attention  and  reverend  awe, 
the  third  and  lafi  wo  will  be  immediately  denounced  by 
th zfevtntb  angel. 

Trumpet  VII.  bci n&tht  third mui  lajlv)o*t rum- 

iy*  Then  the  frvtnth  anycl  blew  bis  trumpet, 
which  was  to  be  followed  with  effufions  of  the  fevtn  v£- 
tf/r,  (chap,  xvi.)  that  would  bring  about  the  entire  ruin 
of  the  antich ri fttan - ftate  of  Rom*i  and  immediately  u- 
poo  this  notice  of  it,  there  were  loud  acclamations  of 
joy  and  pratfe  among  the  witnefles  that  abended  up  to 
heaven,  (w.  Jl.}  laying,  Now  the  long-looked  for, 
and  earnestly  defired  time  is  come,  in  which  all  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world,  and  particularly  thofe  that  had 
been  under  anrichrilVs  dominion  before,  are  brought  in¬ 
to  a  fpiritual,  cheerful,  and  holy  fubjeftion,  as  nations 
devoted  to  God^and  to  his  MdTiah  $  they  being  made  a 
willing  people  in  the  day  of  his  power :  And  he,  who 
has  fet  up  his  throne  in  great  glory  among  tbem,  fliall 


N  o 

*  The  account  given  in  the  paiapbrafr  of 
the  "  tenth  part  of  the  city,  and  fevrn 
«  thou  find  men,”  m  meaning  a  oonfidcrablc 
part  of  die  R&miOi  jorililidba  and  princi¬ 
pal  own  in  lr,  appear*  to  me  a*  probable,  a* 
any  of  the  mzmtioiu  conjectures  tbit  bail 
been  made  about  it*  Some  fijc  upop  one, 
and  other*  upon  another  of  the  ten  king¬ 
doms,  into  which  the  weftern  empire  vu 
divided,  after  it  become  aniiahnfliin*  Rut, 
as  fu  1  fee,  we  mud  nil  for  the  event  to 
determine  it,  limsc  thii  part  of  the  gtocral 
vbv  of  the  prophecy  feems  to  be  not  yet 
fulfilled:  And  the  fame  puy  be  frid  wiih 
refpeft  to  the  frfirtment*  of  others^  h!k> 
think  that  by  the  u  tenth  part  of  the  iMj" 


T  E, 

is  meant  Rome  frftlf,  which  is  now  but  a 
tenth  piitof  what  it  u*ait  at  the  time  of  rhi* 
pr^pliny.  Rut  be  thffc  gudfcaa*  they  will, 

1  take  die  tenth  part  of  the  city's  falling, 
and  tveu  tboufrnd  being  Ha  in,  co  Ggoify 
Tome  very  rfowerai  of  popifll  powers; 
that  U  immediately  to  fuctccd  the  1  tfo  years 
of  the  heart's  rei'ti,  and  of  die  witnefle* 
propbtiyinj;  in  Eickcbtb,  and  to  be  com* 
pJctcd  .by  the  pouring  out  of  the  frven  vials 
under  the  frvcnih  trumpet,  (chap.  Xll) 
For  the  nunjhsrs  five*  and  ten  are  often 
ufed  ro  ftgRtfy  a*  in  Job  v.  ip.  PH " 

Uiu*.  11*  Luke  svsL  4.  Gen.  Jtixi.  y,  i- 

6am*  i  9*  and  Etdcf,  vii.  19* 
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id  Aod  the 
ftnif  and  twenty 
d/Jcft,  wMcb  fit 
before  CoJ  on 
their  Certs,  felt 
Dprp  their  facts, 
md  wcrQiifi^ed 
Gvdf 

17  St  jin  Wc 

give  thee  thinks, 
O  Lord  God  Al* 
miglity,  whirb 
PIT)  and  wilt.  And 
att  to  came  ;  ho 

cncfe  thou  hilt 
tAioi  to  thee  thy 
pert  [ym-cr*  'and 

■aft  rrigoed* 


iB  And  the  na¬ 
tions  were  angry, 
and  thy  wrath  Is 
come,  and  th* 
time  of  the  deed 
that  they  ihouid 
he  judged*  and 

dut  thou  QjdoM- 
eft  give  reward 
unto  thy  ftmnts 
the  prophets,  and 
to  the  fitnif^aod 
Them  that  fear 

thy  name,  fmA\ 

eud 


rule  over  them  by  his  word,  fpirit,  providence,  and 
i'ccpcer  of  righrcoufnds,  as  their  King;  and  he  fhall 
reign  in  this  manner  upon  earth,  till  the  utmoft  period 
of  this  glorious  djfpenfarion,  and  after  wards  under  a 
different  form!  in  heaven,  together  with  his  Fatherand 
Spirit i  to  all  eternity* 

16,  17  A  rtds  upon  hearing  thefe  glad  tidings  of  great 
joy,  the  four  and  twenty  elders,  or  repit  femauves  of 
the  church,  which  were  ft  a  ted  with  honour,  dignity, 
and  delight  on  their  thrones  in  the  immediate  prefence 
of  Cod,  (chap,  iy,  -4.)  rofe  from  their  feats;  and  prof- 
trating  themfelves  with  deep  humility  and  reverence, 

paid  their  folemn  adorations  to  God  the  Son,  together 
with  the  Father  f,  faying.  We  blefsthy  holy  and  glo¬ 
rious  name,  and  pay  our  cheerful  and  grateful  acknow¬ 
ledgments  to  thee,  O  thou  eternal  and  almighty  Jeho¬ 
vah,  the  fovereign  Lord  of  all,  and,  together  with  thy 
Father,  the  only  true  God,  (fee  the  notes  on  ekap*  i* 
4*  8,)  who  from  evcrlafhng  to  ever  lading,  art  unchange¬ 
ably  the  fame  in  thy  being  and  perfections,  counfeb, 
appointments,  and  covenant,  as  Qodj  and  art  the  fame 
yejterdayf  and  to-day y  and  for  ever %  as  Mediator;  [Neb. 
sin.  8)  Wefolcmnly  adore  and  praife  thee;  becaufe  thou 
has  now  eminently  affiimed  and  aflferted  thy  natural  and 
office-right  and  authority,  to  exercife  univerfal  domini¬ 
on  for  the  good  of  thy  church;  and  had  reigned,  by 
thy  providential  difpenfations,  with  great  power  and 
righteouTnefs  over  all  thine  enemies  ;  &nd ,  by  tby  grace, 
over  all  thy  people  in  the  molt  corifpicuous,  cffeifuaJ, 
and  extenuve  manner, 

18  And  we  blefe  thy  divine  Majefty,  that  though  the 
nations,  which  were  fubjc£t  to  antichriftian  powers, 
were  enraged  again  ft,  and  cruelly  perfected  thy  wit- 
ndTes',  and  were  filled  with  indignation  at  thv  appear¬ 
ing  for  their  refeue;  yet  their  glorious  caufe  is  now 
judged:  thy  righteous  vengeance  is  executed  upon  thofc 
thatopprefled  them, and  repented  not  of  their  evil  deeds; 
and  thy  appointed  rime,  the  fee-time  for  favouring  Sion, 
is  now  come,  that  thou  (houldcft  avenge  the  quarrel  of 
thy  covenant  in  reviving,  owning  and  honouring  thofe, 
who  in  a  civil  fenfe  were  dead,  and  in  vindicating  the 

character 


NOTE. 

f  T  think  that  all  the  faHowtns  defcrip-  doms  of  thh  world  will  he  brought  into  fub- 
dons  of  the  divine  Perfon  here  Jpoken  of,  jcAvrn,  ulsm  Chrlft  (hall  take  to  himfdf 
vutfr  in  an  efpccial  manner,  poiot  out  to  us  “  his  ipcu  power  and  trip*;*  which  fccros 
fhc  Lonl  Chrift,  as  mofV  immediately  in-  rooft  evidently  to  be  fpc*ke»  nf,  by  wj 
tended  in  this  aferipsion  of  glory,  though  eminrtiee,  11  the  time gf  hU  gWioas  fcu'g- 
WBt  v>  the  exclusion  of  the  carnal  Father,  d;>?i  epea  the  darch* 
la  whom,  together  ^ith  tlw  ^u}  the  king* 
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and  great,  and 
itkjulckft  drfbuy 
liii.'tii  which  de* 

ih#y  the  tuttu 


ip  Asd  the 
^sriple  of  God 
wm  npened  i  n 
liMvtn,  anil  there 
was  tei  in  hi* 
ictDpfc  the  ark  of 
hi*  teftament  ; 
and  there  were 
lightnings  ,  and 
\*nre*,  and  ihnn* 
dcriags,  and  an 
earthquake,  aod 

luiL 


chata&ers  of  thy  holy  martyrs  who  were  faithful  imto 
death;  and  that  thou  ihrjuideft  btJxcw  gracious  rewards 
of  full  liberty,  peace  and  profperity,  in  the  enjoyment 
of  all  gofpel-or  din  antes  and  privileges,  upon  thy  miaU 
firing  iervant&j  who  in  their  own  per  fa  ns,  or  in  their 
prtdeceflbrs,  or  both,  made  known  thy  will,  and  preach¬ 
ed  thy  pure  gofpri,  in  mournful  ctrcumfhnces  zt  the 
peril  of  their  lives  :  and  nor  upon  them  only,  but  upon 
all  thy  people,  whom  thou  hall  ft t  apart  and  ftn&ified 
for  thyfelf,  and  who  worfhip  thee  with  a  reverential 
fear  of  thy  holy  name,  whether  they  be  .weaker  or 
ftrbnger  believers,  or  perfons  of  lower  or  higher  rank 
and  fUtion  in  the  church,  or  in  the  world  5  and  that 
thou  Ihouldeft  render  tribulation  to  thofe  anrichriftian-* 
enemies,  who  troubled  them;  and  bring  utter  dr  ft  ruc¬ 
tion  upon  thofe,  who  in  rbeir  day,  by.  folfe  dotlrjne, 
fraud,  and  violence,  corrupted,  plundered  and  deftroyed 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  earth. 

19  And  as  the  temple  at  JcrufaUmy  which  was  the 
feat  of  public  worfuip,  and  a  type  of  the  New  Tefta* 
ment-churih, *  appeared  in  all  its  glory,  when  the  veil 
was  turned  alide  to  give  an  open  view  of  the  holy  of 
holies,  and  of  the  ark  of  the  coven anr,  with  the  mercy- 
feat  and  cherubim  upon  it,  which  were  emblems  of  the 
divine  prefence ;  fo  1  had  a  vifion  of  the  temple,  and 
all  things  in  it,  as  ezpoftd  to  my  light,  without  the  ut- 
rerpofition  of  a  veil,  to  imtrnate  the  exceeding  light, 
liberty,  and  glory,  with  which  God's  fpi ritual  temple, 
his  church  on  earth,  fhouid  appear  in  this  happy  ftate 
of  it:  And  this  glorious  revolution  was  reprefctitcd  to 
me,  as  attended  with  fuen  heavy  and  deftru  drive  judg¬ 
ments  upon  the  enemies  of  Cbrift  and  hi&  ebureb,  as 
may  fitly  be  compared  to  the  molt  terrible  tempefts  of 
lightning,  and  roarings  in  the  air,  and  claps  of  thun¬ 
der;  and  to  the  fbocks,  overthrows  and  ruins  of  univer- 
fal  earthquake,  and  ft  or  ms  of  prodigious  haii-flones, 
as  If  the  di Solution  of  all  things  were  at  hand. ‘ 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

Jtav  certainly  may  wc  conclude,  that  the  wicked  uefs  of  the  wicked  fball  have 
an  eneb  and  that  Ciod  will  eflablifh  the  juft  I  When  he  appropriates  a  peculiar  peo¬ 
ple  to  biin&lfi  according  to  the  rule  of  his  word,  ho  wilt  leparate  the  precious 
from  the  vile,  and  make  no  account  of  carnal  profciibrs,  whom  he  wilt  leave  ti» 
the  power  of  antichriftian  enemies:  hot  he  will  always  have  a  feed  to  lervc 
him,  and  bear  witneis  to  him  and  his  gofpei,  though  in  mournful  cinnimftances, 
like  perfoDs  clothed  in  fackdoth,  through  the  whole  period  of  popifli  tyrranny* 
hperflitiau  and  idolatry,  which  was  to  Uft  twelve  hundred  :md  iixty  years.  His 
faithful  wit nefle a.  fliall,  ncverthelefc,  (land  ^11  that  while  with  acceptance  before 
him,  andbe  the  means  ofconveying  light  and  influence  tn  t!:c  true  church  ofChrift. 
But  wo  to  them,  thofc  who,  like  antichnflLin-/£:*wrt  (which  may  well  be  compa¬ 
red 
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cd  t«  Svdsm  and  Kf'ypt  far  wictwlivcfs,  perfecutinn,  and  idolatry)  fct  thcmfelrcs  a- 
gain  ft  theft;  witnciTcs,  to  oppnefs,  ftleocc,  .and  flay  them.  Cod  will  take  the 
part,  and  bring  down  heavy  vcitgcauce  upon  the  besuUo fall  their  enemies :  and 
though  he  may  fa  Sir  them,  For  an  appointed  fcafan,  to  he  polhhallf*  and  feme 
of  their  number  carport: tt$  (lain,  and  their  caulc  to  lie  in  great  meafure  fuppref* 
fed*  by  the  bcall  which  rote  out  oft  he  bottwmtete  pit;  and  to  br  treated  with  in¬ 
dignity  under  the  juRjili&ion  si  Rome*  and  tofuhed  with  mirth  and  triumph  by 
multitudes  of  that  party,  which  could  not  ted  how  to  bear  the  flinging  admoni¬ 
tion  and  reproof  of  their  holy  doArines,  examples*  prayers,  and  threatuiugs  of 
divine  judgments  ;  they  fhatl  have  a  rifing,  amending,  ami  ftourifhmg  ftateof  fccu- 
rity  and  honour,  by  the  power  of  God*6  Spirit,  and  the  workings  of  his  provi¬ 
dence,  to  their  own  exceeding  joy*  and  to  the  envy  and  vexatiouoft  heir  enemies. 
And  ah  !  How  will  many  of  thdr  pcr&cutoTs  be  then  affrighted  at  the  thought 
of  what  they  have  done  againft  the  faithful  fervams  of  the  Lord,  and  at  the  dc+ 
folation  then  coming  upon  Themfrlves !  Happy  will  it  be  for  thofe,  wbofie  fright 
Hi  all  end  in  a  thorough  convcrfotion*  and  in  giving  glory  toGod.  And  O  what  a 
blefled  time  will  that  be,  when  the  power  of  popery  ftiafl  be  totally  reduced,  and 
the  kingdoms  of  this  world  (hall  become  the  kingdoms  of  the  Lord  and  of  his 
Chrift  1  Then  the  glorious  privileges  of  the  gofpel-chnrch  flialloprn  in  light  and 
liberty,  purity  and  peace,  in  delightful  communion  with  God,  and  in  hotfneft  of 
heart  and  life  ;  and  their  Lord  and  Saviour,  who  is  the  eternal  and  almighty  God, 
together  with  the  Father*  will  vindicate  their  righteous  caufe,  and  bountifully 
reward  hia  fufTcring  fervants  with  the  fmiles  of  providence  and  grace :  and  will 
pour  deftniAitm  upon  all  antkbrifHan- powers  at  the  end  of  their  twelve  hundred 
and  fixty  years  reign,  who  had  been  the  plague  of  the  earth  s  And  this  he  will  do 
by  methods  as  terrible  as  the  mod  (hocking  tempefta  of  thunder,  lightning* 
hail,  and  earthquakes,  can  poflYWy  figure  out  to  us.  The  hope  of  this  complete 
deliverance  of  the  church  is  their  fupport  and  comfort  in  all  preceding  tribula¬ 
tions  ;  and  when  Chrift  fhall  take  to  hi  in  fr  If  his  great  power  and  reign,  to  the 
entire  deftruAion  of  his  enemies,  and  happiuefr  of  them  that  love  and  fear  Mm* 
then  all  his  people  on  earth  will  join  the  heavenly  chorus  in  animated  tbankigt- 
vings  and  pralfes  to  him,  who  ihall  reign  for  and  ever. 

CHAP*  Xlt 

jt  fecond  general  defeription  of  the  fame  period  of  the  church  cf  Cbrijl* 
and  of  the  Popifb  empire *  under  the  figures  of  a  woman  driven  into 
the  wUderncfs  ,  but  prefer  ved  in  fafetf  there,  and  of  a  great  red  dra¬ 
gon  %  meaning  the  devil,  w  exerting  his  power  principal!?  by  the  Pope 
and  his  party*  who  would  perfecute  her  1260  prophetic  days  or  years* 

Michael  and  bis  angels  fight  againfl  the  devil  and  his  angels, 
who  were  defeated ;  upon  which  there  are  loud  acclamations  of  joy  and 
pratfrf  attended  with  a  denounciation  of  wo  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth ,  by  reafon  if  the  devits  or  dragorCs  rage*  7,-12*  Hereupon 
the  dragon  perf crates  the  church,  which  is  hid  from  him ,  and  is 
nourijbed  for  a  time ,  times,  and  half  a  time ,  anfwering  to  1260 
prophetic  days ,  13*  14.  He  endeavours  to  defir cy  her,  as  by  a  flood 
which  is  fwaihwed  up  by  fame  civil  powers ,  filled  the  earth  \  and,  be¬ 
ing  thus  df appointed,  he  renews  his  war  againfl  the  remnant  of  her 

feed,  1J» — 17. 

Text*  PaUPHRASFi 

^HD  (here  ap-  A  ND  in  another  general  view  which  was  given  me 

of  the  date  of  the  church,  and  of  its  amichriC- 

ycd;  tiao-enemies  for  the  fpace  of  twelve  hundred  and  fixty 

years 


Cb.  xiu 


ttt  REfSLiT  ION  paraphrnfisd. 


ren  i  a  «mn 
clothed  with  the 
Urn,  and  the 
muon  under  her 
fen,  uu I  upon 
her  head  &  crowd 
of  twelve  fUrs : 


%  And  (lie  b> 
ins  with  child, 
cried,  travailing 
in  birth,  a  ad 
pained  to  be  do* 
livered. 


3  And  there 
appeared  another 
wonder  in  hea* 
Ttn;  and  behold, 

a  gi-nt  rad  dra- 

gun,  having  (even 

heads. 


years,  there  wa a  reprefented  to  me  a  very  remarkable 
fignifi  cant  figure  in  heaven  f,  pot  rending  great 

events  :  which  was  of  a  woman  mod  glonoufly  adorned, 
a  fit  emblem  of  Chrift’s  church  or  fpopfe,  as  highly  ho^ 
floured  of  God  :  She  appeared  as  furrounded  with  rays 
of  illuftrious  brightnefs,  like  the  fun  ;  which  may  Ggni- 
fy  her  having  put  on  Chrilt  and  his  rtghteoufncfs,  and 
being  irradiated  with  tbe  light  of  truth,  comfort  and 
holinefr,  as  derived  from  the  Sun  cf  right eoufnefs^  which 
croft  upon  her 9  with  beating  in  hit  wings :  (Malac*  iv* 
2*}  And  the  moon  was  reprefented  as  placed  under :hcf 

feet :  Which  may  be  cordidered  as  an  emblem  of  her 
elevation  above  the  obfeure  light  of  Mufaic  rites  and  ce* 
remonies,  and  of  her  trampling,  with  holy  indifference 
and  contempt,  upon  all  the  enjoyments  of  this  world, 
both  of  which  are  as  changeable  and  deficient  as  the 
moon,  that  has  no  fight  but  what  it  borrows  from  the 
fun.  And  there  was  the  appearance  of  a  crown  upon 
her  head,  befpangled  with  twelve  bright  (tars,  in  ft  cad 
of  fo  many  brilliant  diamonds,  to  intimate,  that  all  her 
light  of  knowledge  and  grace  was  communicated,  as»a 
crown  of  glory  to  her,  by  moans  of,  and  according  id 
tbe  doftrine  of  the  twelve  apoftles. 

2  And,  met  bought,  this  wonderfully  remarkable 
woman,  appearing  to  bt  big  with  child,  cried  out,  ad 
in  the  throws  and  pangs  of  a  woman  in  labour,  juft 
ready,  and  earneftly  longing  to  be  delivered*  ;  which 
in  figurative  language,  {#i.liv,  r*lxvj»7,  8,  p.)  fignifiea 
the  ftrong  groaning*,  eager  defires,  wreflling  prayers, 
and  indefatigable  labours  of  the  church,  under  ftiarp 
perfecutions,  for  a  numerous  offspring  of  converts,  that 
Chrijt ,  in  his  doftrinc  and  image,  might  be  formed  in 
thtm>  (Gal*  *y*  191)  and  they  might  he  born  of  God* 
(l  John  v,  1,  4-) 

3  And  while  the  woman  was  in  travail,  I  few,  in 
my  vifion,  another  fignificam  fign  of  a  contrary  nature 
In  heaven:  (fee  the  note  on  vtr*  1.)  And,  behold  1 
with  wonder  and  amazement,  it  was  the  figure  of  the 
great  red  dragon,  which  reprefented  the  devil,  (**r,  9.) 
as  a  powerful,  cruel,  and  favage  adverfary,  all  over 

flamed 


NOTES. 

*•  By  haves  fane  audcrfUnd  the  place  ing  f*>rth  a  fplrltual  offering ;  Accordingly 
where  1 he  apofllc  hid  hit  dlmai  others,  iho  JcroJaLem  is  c-dicd  u  she  mother  of  us  A\  ■"* 
air*  others,  the  church,  which  is  the  king-  and,  with  a  prophetic  view  rn  ihc  £*vty  of 
dom  of  heaven  on  earth.  But,  being  anew*  the  gofpel-eburo,  Of  it  fiiMf  be 
uia  ia  whkh  of  theft  fenfe*  it  is  to  be  taken,  “  fiid.  This  and  that  man  was  born  in  her,1* 
tbe  pariphrafc  leaves  it  undetermined.  &c,  (Pf.  Ixxxvii-  jt  ;,)  “  as  ibou  as 

t  “  Being  with  child  and  trivaitfag  in  '/Aon  trav&iUd,  the  brought  forth  hw 
**  birth,”  are  beautiful  figures,  by  which  the  u  children,”  ^If.  lavL  8.) 
church  is  represented  in  Scnmure*  as  bring- 

vol.  vr.  t  t 
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tifad.;  ami  ten  ft^ined  with  the  blood,  of  martyrs,  especially  by  Popifli 
apifhk  t0  whom  he  g*x  bis  p<wer\  (chap,  xiii.  a.) 

heidi*  Accordingly  the  dragon*  as  acting  in  and  by  them)  va$ 

repiefcnscd  to  me  under  'the  form' of  a  Grange -monfter, 
with  feven  heads  and  text  horns*  and  (even  croons  opon 
his  heads  ;  by  which  nifty  be  - Signified  the  Pope,  as  in¬ 
verted  with  temporal,  ^5  well  a$  £pi  ritual  empire,  whofe 
feat  would  be  at  Ror*:^  which  (lands'  upon  feven  moun* 
tains  ;  and  whofe  dominion  would  be  the  fcvetith  form 
offupremc  government, (cb$p~  iV)  *;  and  who 

would  -have  a  powerful,  rule,  of  which  horns  are  au 
emblem,  over  the. ten  kingdoms  into  which  the  Roman 
empire;  would  before  that  time  be. divided;  and  would 
excrcifc  royal  authority  with  great  extent ;  the  emblem 
of  which  are  fcvt*n  crowns  fet  on  thefe  feven  heads,  to 
denote  that  all  the  power  of  the  former  government  of 
Rcmc  would  center  in  him. 


4  And  his  tail 
drew  ch?  third 
part  of  (he  ftars 
ofJmvcn,  and 
4i;l  t&A  tjtcm  to 
the  earth :  icd 
tlrf  dr*g«n 
before  the  -wo* 
mat)  which  was 
*rcaJy  be  deli¬ 
vered,  for  to  dr- 
tout  her  child  u 
Jowi  u  it  was 
bortu 


4  A  ad  by  means  of  bis  agents  and  followers,  perfe¬ 
ctions  and  corrupt,  do&rines,  which'. for  their  power 
anil  malignity  may  be  compared  to  a  great  dragon's 
tail,  this  monfter  fWept  away  a  confiderahlc  number  of 
ecdeftafttcal  tons  from  their  fpirirual  rtations  in  tbe 
church,  drawing  them-  into  fuperftitioa  and  idolatry* 
and  throwing  them  down  from  a  pur  fait  of  beave:i!y 
views  to  an  attachment  to  earthly  things;  fuch  as  the 
riches,  honours,  and  pleafures  of  this  world*  And  while 
the  church  was  labouring,  with/ great  difficulty  and 
earned  defire,  like  a  Woman  in  travail,  to  propagate 
pure  and  undefiled  religion*  aniT  make  finccre  converts 


to 


N  0  T  E. 

*  The  defer of  tfm  peat  red  dragon  power;  arid  as  fereji  h  a  number  of  perfec- 
U  fo  near  a-kiu  to  liut  wtticn  is  given  oft*1*  tbnT  an4  all  the  heads  were  crowned,  the 
loilt,  ctwp,  xiti.  i,  and  xvih  p, — rr*  that  general  meantdg  of  the, lymb^U  b : he  ime : 
one  would  think,  wernotd  not  eJily  mifs  of  tint  whatever  dignity  there  may  be,  in  af- 
fcciag  the' fame  power  tv  be  intended  hy  fining  any  particahr  rtafcii  of  thbdifft- 
hoth-  (3te  the  note  wv chap-  *j**.).  Three,  ten ce  m the. figttafthwvepre&ntatW*,  (which 
.  is  only  one  dtlttriicc  Jn  thefe  figurative  re-,  is  of  no  great  bupori^pe,  white  the  gewiat 
prcleDt»tion$  of  the  a  rag  on  and  die  Lwaft,  rtflf  is  tta  lame,)  all  the  heads  being  erwn- 
‘dtip/'xitk  i.  The  dragon  here  appeared  -cd*ia  cmtiidmbic  oUjcfttan  agiinft  the con> 
with  “  fever*  crowns  on  his  feven  heads,**  Dion  intcrpiu^:^  of  the  icren  heads,  .*> 
and  the  beaft  there  with  "  ten  on  hi*  ten  relating  to  the  Ih;o  ferms  of . jurfrnitti^, 
“  tHlroi.,,  Perhaps*  the  rcnfon  of  ihalfva>  that  tfmold  rue^w'J  one  another  in  the 
ration  oiay  he,  becaufc  while  the  heathen  in  an  empire;  inch  askings  confuhr  difla- 
Ro man  empire  luhfi lied r  and >  as  fuch,  pee*'  ton,  (nbune£+  deremvirs,  emperors*  and 
fanned  the  church,  Rome  alone  hud  the  popes:  For  t  cinnot  Gndthtt  the  coiifuK, 

bnpeHal  dignity^  lind  the  tret  kingdoms  difUtort,  tribunes,  and  decemvirs,  though 
were  only  provinces  under  her.  lIutT  when  fupreme  hwgiftratrs,  were  ever  c  wnerf ; 
the  empire  became ‘A  ntichviftian,  tho£c  pro-  whereas  on r prophecy  cxprcfdy  exhibits  ill 
vinca  were  formed  into  diftiuct  kingdom*;  ,  the  lefeft  heads  st  alike  crowned j  and  the 
and  fo  are  reprefoted  -as  crowned,  thoiidt  pupal  head  over  them  may  be  remfidoed  a*  x 
4HH  in  a  dependence  on  the  Pope*  diap.  xvii*  f  feventh  form  of  fopreme  goversmeat.  (fr* 
p*— 1 1*  However*  xb>  the  crowns  and  horns  the  note  on  chap.,  ariL  pt) 
la  bach  arc  emblems  of  royal  dignfcy  and 
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to  Chrift,  tbe  furious  dragon,  who,  as  a  roaring  Ihnt 

“xalks  about,  fee  king  tv  Aon  he  may  devour,  (i  Pet.,  v.  d  ) 

narrowly  watched  her,  like  one  Handing  juft  before  Inf, 
to  fee  wnen  (he  Jhould  bring  forth  her  beloved  offispring,- 
that  he  might  immediately  tear  it  in  pieces,  as  Tood  as 
ever  it  fhould  be  born  into  the  world  :  Which  may  be, 
coofidered  as  a  lively  figure  of  (be  implacable  and 
powerful  oppdfirion  of  Satan,  and  of  thofc  that  are  uti-' 
der  his  influence,  again  ft  the  kingdom  and  gofpel  of 

Chrift,  to  prevent  their  progtefi  in  tbe  earth. 

S  Amt  Hu  5  And  yet,  according  to  the  painful,  laborious,  and 

nwul^itd^who  bopefjil  deGres  of  the  church,  (he  brought  fonh  a  feed 
wu  to  rule  all  p*-  to  ferve  Chrift;  which  in  prophetic  (tile  may  be  called 
tion»  with  >  rod  her  being  dcBvercd'ef  a  man-child,  (l£s.  vi.  7,  8.)  f ;  as 

chiUwu^^irt  *-foc?e$oit.  fa>thfol  believers  ihould  be  thereby  pro-a 
up  no  to  God,  and  pagated  in  the  church,  in  fpite  of  alt  the  maHcroffs'dei 
1*  hi*  ibroac.  figfts  and  attempts'  of  the  devil  and  bis  inftruments ;  iu- 

fomuch  that,  infteaJ  of  its  being  utterly  extirpated  from 
the  earth,  it  fhould  finally  prevail,  ubder  Chrift  its 
head,  to  break  to  pieces  all  the  powers  of  its  enemies, 
and  rule  over  them  with  invincible  ftreDgth  and  firm* 
nels,  M  with  an  iron-feepter :  And,  in  the  mean  while, 

.  this  lovely  birch  was  taken  under  the  immediate  care 
and  prote&ion  of  God  for  its  prefer vation,  like  one 
taifed  above  the  reach  of  Its  mod  powerful  and  invert 
rate  enemies,  and  lodged  fecretly  as  it  were,  before  his 
throne  in  heaven  ;  as  Jodfb  was  hid  in  the  temple  of 
the  Lord  fix  years,  that  the  idolatrous  AthalUb  might 

-not 
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f  fly  the  man-child,  ftdrich  the  church 

brought  forth,  interpreters  generally  umkr- 
Jiand  Conftmtinc  the  Great,  who  was  exalt¬ 
ed  co  tit*  itnpcml  throne,  dUbliibcd  Cbri- 
(lianvty,  and  mlcd^Jl  -luitaris  with  ft  rod  of 
iron,  unto  the  fubduiog  of  heathen  perfeeu- 
tion  ftud  Sdfthtry,  and  utterly  overthrowing 
the  devirs  tyranny,  together  with  the  idola- 
trout  prie fts  and  persecutors  among  the  Fa* 
pun*.  And  l  confer^  there  fceins  to  he 
ill rtg  lb  imurtl  m  this,  and  in  ft  cor* 
rtf  pendent  inter pretaHon  -  of  ver,  Ts  **•  that 
I  iWdd  flrufigty  incline  to  go  into  it,  were 
it  dot  th>-  I  cannot  hut  take  tuts,  a*  well  at 
the  Uth  and  t|th  chapters,  u  be  a  general 
icprcfeAtaEtoa  ol  tbe  Bate  of  tbe  church, 
dfir.ag  the  tiffo  yc^rs  of  her  being  in  the 
wildctnds,  tndof  AntiebrlfFi  rdm  (See 
the  Dotes  on  chap,  x  tf,  and  xt»  7.)  But  as 
upon  every  fcheoie,  except  that  of  Grotiot 
and  Hammond,  (which  evidently  gives  by 
far  too  (hurt  a  time  for  the  numerous  events 
ftfligued  uj  this  period)  ad  IVotertarfts  mult 
allow  that  Con  flammed  R'izn  was  long  bc- 

Iofc  this  period  commenced ;  and  as  the 


T  E. 

prophetic  language  is  all  figurative,  Itfifcm* 
rojuiftte,  for  making  the  general  compendi¬ 
ous  view  in  this  and  the  preceding  and  fol¬ 
lowing  chapters  uniform,  to  give  tncfc  figu¬ 
rative  repreJentariont  fitch  a  turn  as  may  beff 
comport  with  the  events  I  list  were  to  come 
to  pals  >n  the  time  ufaxkcd  out  by  the  pr>» 
phccy  iifelf,  relating  to  the  ratio  yo  s(  or 
44  thrift,  times,  and  half  a  time,'*  oi  rhe 
churches  beirtg  in  the  wUdiraefs,  ret*  5, 14* 
Otherwise,  \ cmnoitonreivcwhy  theft nun- 
tet  art  raennoned  in  thU  chapter  it  all; 
oar  why  the  dragon  is  reptvfentcd  *t  havioK 
*'  teu  horns,  and  (even  lie^ds  and  crowns* 
w.  1*  (fi.e  t!ie  note  there,)  1  have  there¬ 
for*  fixed  open  *uch  m  apphca'K'ii  of  events 
in  chapter  as  is  entirely  rsmfi ft ent  vi  U 
tlie  two  ntner  gm;nl  views  of  ibis  period, 
that  ate  given  in  the  twu  chapters  between 
which  this  It  ft  nds.  And  though,  as  fax  ai  I 
know,  my  ib^gh^s  upon  it  may  be  in  great 
mcfcforc  lingular;  yeMhcylycaVy  before  my 
in  ta<1»  and  are  Iramhff  fii  toUtcd  to  did 
judgment  of  the  reader 

■ 
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not  murder  him*  {z  Chrw,  zxit*  nf  iz.  and  xxiii*. 


€  Amlilicvo* 
vran  AH  Ui'.o  the 
wildcrdSt  whin 
Ihc  hath  &  place 
pRf)»l£«l 

thy*  thry  ftimtid 
feed  her  there  i 
Lh*>nCii>d  two 
humird  and 

hitfi^orc  days. 


V  JV*wT  |h:fC 
was  war  In  hea 
Ten  t  Michael  and 

in*  ",  r^v:s 
a^Ut  1  he  drs- 
flnn,  and  the  drq- 
fon  focight  and 
his  angels. 


I  And  prersU- 
ed  iwt,  neither 
was  their  phet 
round  any  snore 
in  heaven* 


p  Andthr  yrrat 


dx* 


11,-13- 

6  And  the  church  herfclf,  fignififd  by  the  parent* 

woman,  {yen  war  taken  cffcflual  care  of,  as 

well  as  rhofe  that  were  hern  to  God  in  her*  whom  the 
Highejl  bimfelf  would  ejlabli/h*  (Pf.  lssiviu  5,  6.)  and 
tkc  gates  of  heUjhould  not  prevail  againjl%  (Marth*  xvt* 
18.) ;  though,  in  order  to  her  preservation,  flie  was  for¬ 
ced  to  retire  into  obfenrky,  as  into  a  wi!d  and  folitary 
defm,  expofed  to  many  difficulties  and  dangers,  as 
IJrael  were  in  the  wilderncfs,  where  God  by  bis  kind 
providence  had  prepared  a  place  of  retreat  and  refrejh- 
ment  for  them,  that  as  he  there  fed  them  with  manna  \ 
fo  his  mini Ihing  fervanis  fhould  feed  her  with  knowledge 
and  vnderjl&ndingy  as  paftors  according  to  his  own  heart* 
(Jer*  iti.  15.)  for  the  whole  fpace  of  his  wnnefles  pro- 
phefying  in  fackclotb,  which  was  to  be  twelve  hun¬ 
dred  and  fixty  years.  (See  the  notes  on  chap*  x*  6* 
and  xi.  2 -) 

7  And  a  further  representation  was  made  to  me  of 
the  flare  of  the  church,  during  this  period,  under  the 
emblem  of  a  terrible  war  figured  out  by  one  in  the 

air  *  ;  wherein  Mich&ci*  the  fovercign  prince,  lord, 
and  head  of  the  angels,  (Dan*  rii.  1,  and  Jude*  vcr.  9.) 
and  his  fervants,  whether  miniftring  fpmts,  or  gofpel- 
preachers,  engaged  in  battle  a  gain  ft  the  great  dragon  or 
the  devil ;  and  this  furious  enemy  exerted  all  his  power 
at  the  head  of,  and  in  conjandion  with,  his  de¬ 
mons  in  hell,  and  his  cmiflaries,  fialfe  teachers,  and 
their  followers  otj  earth,  in  oppofmon  to  them. 

8  And  the  iiTue  of  the  combat  was,  that  the  dra¬ 
gon  and  his  forces  could  not  carry  their  point  for  de¬ 
ft  roying  them ;  fo  far  from  it,  that  they  were  abfoiute- 
Jy  defeated  in  that  defign,  and  loft  all  tbeir  authority 
in  the  true  church  of  Chi-ift;  as  being  overcome  by 
their  faith  and  patience,  and  by  the  breakings  cut  of  the 
light  of  thegofpcl  j  which  might  point  to  the  protejlant 
reformation ,  when  the  gofpel  bad  a  wonderful  fpread, 
and  fcvcral  flates  and  kingdoms  threw  off"  the  anti- 
chriftian  yoke. 

9  And  the  great  drngon  himfetf,  at  the  head  of  hin 

formidable 


NOTE. 

*  L$  brevets  I  here  take  to  nun  rite  aerial  l hat  arc  emit d  on  by  Chrift  (who,  u  many 
heaven *  bertufe  the  devil  u  flited  “  the  food  eapofitor*  nndcrfluad  it  tiemfied  by 
u  pricco  of  the  power  of  (he  ah ^  (Epb.it.  Michel)  and  bit  people,  on  one  hind :  ana 
*0  and  the  apoiJJc  ipc*Jcs{ chap.  vi,  11.)  of  by  Sataa,  and  his  popiib  adherents,  on  the 
41  fpidttol  wickedncfc  m  high  sr  heavenly  other.  Or,  perhipt,  by  h  raven  hoe,  and 
**  places,”  But  this  may  be  in  ver.  Bt  to.  may  be  meant  the  chiucb  of 

coofidered  u  emblematical  of  the  comfcates  Chri3  on  earth* 
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drj™n  vftit  aft 

fi 

out ,  that  f'li  fcr- 
pcT)t„  died  ths 
Devil  and  Siun, 
which  dwivcth 
the  whole  world; 
he  was  caft  on  I 
into  the  earth, 
and  his  aagrU 
vrre  aft  out 
wiux  bun. 


to  A  nd  1  heard 
»  fou^  voice,  fey* 
tag  in  heaven, 
No-jf  is  come 
filiation  ,  arc d 

ftrcnoth*  the 

kingdom  of  our 
and 

Jift’VCT  of 
C.iriil  :  for 
actiiier  of 
tr-ihrO)  is 
dawn*  U'hich  sc- 
€iiftd!li±ni  before 
flitr  GoJ  Jiy  aad 

uuhi. 


the 

ha 

the 

our 

ca(t 


formidable  army,  was  turned  out  of  the  dominion 
which  he  before  had  aiTumed  over  ihofe  valTak  that 
were  now  delivered  out  or  his  kingdom,  who,  fts  long 
a^o  as  the  fait  of  the  human  race,  beguiled  Eve*  thro* 
his  fubtility,  under  the  form  of  a  ferpent,  (6Vn;iii*  4* 
and  z  Cor*xu  3.)  who  is  often  called  in  feripture  the 
devil)  and,  according  to  the  fignifieation  of  that  word, 
is  a  malicious  and  falfc  acvufer  of  the  brethren ,  (vtr* 
10*)  and  is  properly  Ailed  Satany  who,  as  that  name 
Agnifies,  is  an  inveterate  and  implacable  jutvemry  to 
them;  and  by  his  Terpentine  craft,  betrays  the  Cnrn.il 
people  of  all  nations  into  error  and  idolatry,  and  evtry 
other  kind  of  abominable  evil :  This  nrulicious  and 
powerful  adverfary  had  a  great  downfal  in  my  vilion, 
like  one  who  tumbles  headlong  from  heaven  to  earth} 
and  his  agents  and  emilTincs,  as  a£ting  under  his  in¬ 
fluence,  were  caft  down  from  their  former  power  and 
authority  with  him  \  Therthv  intimating  that  Ch rift  and 
his  church,  in  the  days  of  the  Reformation ,  (hould  pre¬ 
vail  agaiuibthe  devil  and  all  hi?  instruments,  notwith- 
Handing  rhe  Tuttle  and  furious  oppoGtion  that  would 
then  be  made  by  aritichriftian  powers  again  ft  tbs  re* 
formed  religion  among  them* 

10  Hereupon,  methought,  I  heard  alond  acclama¬ 
tion  of  melodious  tb&nklgiving,  joy  and  praife  in  the 
heavenly  aflembly,  with  which  the  church  on  earth 
cheerfully  joined,  laying,  Now  is  the  time  of  great  de¬ 
liverance  to  the  true  church  of  Chrift  from  its  idola¬ 
trous  and  perfecting  enemies,  and  of  irs  profperity 
and  lafety,  now  has  God  (hewn  himfelf  ftrong  on  bev 
half  of  his  people  >  and  now  is  the  gofpe  I- kingdom  cf 
our  God  highly  exalted  in  the  light  and  purity  of  its 
doctrines  and  inftitiuions;  and  now  the  power  and  au¬ 
thority  (t£wi*)  of  his  Mtfliah,  as  King  of  kings  and 
Lord  of  lords,  is  fet  up  and  manifcAed  in  gr<_at  glory; 
For  the  devil,  that  grand  adverfary  of  the  Chriftiati 
brethren,  is  dethroned  and  defeated  m  his  riefigns,  who 
fought  all  opportunities,  by  his  inftruments^  of  Ly  W 
crimes  to  their  charge,  which  they  were  innocent  oft 
to  furnilh  their  antichriftkn  enemies  with  unjuft  pre¬ 
tences  for  opprelling  them  \  and  who  was  (o  iniblent  as, 
fpeaking  after  the  manner  of  man,  unweariedty  to  bring 
faffe  a  ecu  fat  ions  of  them,  on  all  occafions,  by  day  and 
night,  before  our  reconciled  God,  to  try  wncther  h^ 
coultf  not  provoke  bis  wrath  againft  them,  as  he  at¬ 
tempted  to  no  againft  his  fervant  Job,  (chaps*  i*  ii») 
and  agaidt  Jofbua  the  high  pr;^fl ;  (Zesh.  iu-.  1.)  For 

all 
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t!  AnH  they 
overcame  him  by 
lh«  blood  of  the 
l*amb,avid  hythe 
word  of  their 
uftinteny  i  and 
they  iored  not 
their  lives  unto 
the  deiih* 


1%  Therefore 

fejruee*  ye  hca* 
and  ye  ihst 
d*cl!  in  (hern* 
Wo  to  the  inha* 
briers  nf  the 
yarth,  and  of  the 
lea!  for  the  devil 
Is  come  flron 
unto  yap,  having 

giw  wrath,  be- 
s<qJc  he  Ecuiwdh 
that  he  hath  but 

ft  pWTt  tipif. 


all  this  fignal  vi&ory,  we  exult  and  triumph;  and  glori¬ 
fy  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

1 1  And  ire  cheerfully  adore  and  blefs  him*  in  re* 
(leflion  that  his  faints  have  gain  cd  t  his  glorious  conquelt 
over  their  great  adverfary,  the  devil*  as  working  by 
Popiili  powers  *  which  they  have  done*  not  by  any 
ftrength  or  wifdom  of  their  own*  but  merely  through 
faith  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  who  was  flain,  and 
offered  up  himfelf  an  atoning  facrifice  for  them  ;  and 
by  means  of  the /ward  if  the  Spirit,  which  it  the  ward  cf 
Gad,  (Eph.  vi.  1 7.)  through  their  ftedfaft  adherence  to 
it,  dependence  upon  it*  and  open  profs  flion  of  itt  in 
its  uncorrupted  purity*  which  they  faithfully  bore  wit- 

nefs  to  in  their  doflrine  and  converfation :  And  fo 

■  r  u  _ 

bold  and  upright  were  they  in  (their  holy  profeflion  of 
Ch rift  and  his  pure  gofpel,  that  they  valued  not  their 
lives*  in  any  comparifon  with  him  and  his  caufej  but, 
like  the  apoftle  Pauly  (A£U  xx.  24.}  they  rather  chofe 
to  expofe  thcipfctves  to  death}  than  deny,  renounce,  or 
dilbwji  him  and  bis  truths* 

lx  Therefore,  as  on  occafton  of  the  Lord's  redefin¬ 
ing  and  comforting  his  people,  and  having  mercy  on 
his  afflicted,  the  heavens  and  the  earth  were  called 
upon  to  jiTig  and  be  joyful,  (If a*  xliv.23.  and  xlix.  13.]; 
fo  letbeaven  above,  and  all  the  faints  and  angels  that 
dwell  therein,  and  the  whole  church  on  earth,  rejoice 
and  triumph  with  them,  (*«  ?»■")  on  account  of  this 
happy  change  in  the  face  of  its  affairs:  But,  at  the 
fame  time,  its  vifihlc  members  that  dwell  on  the  earth, 
which  confifts  of  land  and  water,  and  on  the  continent 
and  the  iflands  of  the  fea,  and  efpeciatly  fuch  of  them 
as  are  carnal  and  earthly-minded  under  a  pro fe (Bon  <of 
the  true  faith,  may  well  tremble  on  account  of  the  ea* 
lam i ties  they  will  yet  be  expofed  to  *  £  For  the  devil, 
whofe  power  is  not  totally  deftroyed,  though  much 
weakened,  is  come  down  to  diftrefc  and  pervert  you, 
as  much  as  pofEhle,  with  the  utmoft  fury  and  rage;  be* 
e a ufe  he  finds  that  his  ftfengih  is  op  the  declining 

hand ; 


NOTE* 

*  The  p^rephrtie  has  given  ferml  jenfes  Wo  fo  the  i&habfrert  of  the  emh  and  of 
of  “  the  inbatntims  of  the  earth  and  of  the,  14  the  jh,B  teeni,  from  what  fellows  in  the 
**  fea  Bat*  perhaps,  what  rolatn  to  the  nextverfes,  to  refer  to  the  maun  or  diarch 
continent  and  the  iflantfc,  and  chiefly  to  (he  of  Chrift';  and  rhe  M  dtvih  knowing  that 
garth  ly in  ded  member  5  of  the  vifi bit  church,  4f  hie  tad  bnt  a  fbort  time/*  Is  much  more 
that  feOtild  be  oioff  in  danger  of  falling  of  fairly  applicable  to  the  time  of  the  Reform  1- 
by  the;  devil's  efforts,  may  bert  fnitthtiii-  lion,  than  of  the  down!*]  of  Pagankfin  in 
tatnn  pf  this  pen  of  the  prophecy*  as  the  empire*  which  has  been  already  about 
pointing  to  Great  If ri  tain  and  Ireland*  and  rjoo  year*  ago;  and  therefore  It  could  farce* 
the  nation*  on  the  continent,  which  threw  ly  be  PUl  then,  thu  iJk  devil  knew  he  bad 
gfT  Popery  zt  the  Rriormaiioji :  For  the  hut  **  a  Ihort  tuiietlr 


Ch,  lib 


rj  And  then 

tht  djagon  fane 
tba:  be  w«  caG 
uc;o  the  earth, 
lie  pcrfcnrei  the 

which 

hrvm^rtf  fnrlh  the 
TtUfach'Jd* 
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hand;  and  that,  as  he  has  begun  to  fall,  the  rime  of 
his  doing  mifehief  to  the  church  and  caufeofChrifl 
(halt  ere  long  be  brought  to  its  period. 

Ij  Accordingly*  when  the  d^vil,  as  exerting  his 
power  under  the  chancier  of  the  dragon,  that  appeared 
with  feven  head#  and  crowns  op  On  them,  and  ten 
horns,  \verf  3.)  found  himfe!f  fo  greatly  baffled  by  fi- 
grQttjflaHt^rtftnn&thny  like  o.te  ca(T  down  from  heaven 
to  earth,  (iw*  $-)  and  faw  tha*,  in  fpiie  of  all  hi£  en¬ 
deavours  tothe contrary,  pate  Chriftiamty  had  gained 
focon  fitter  able  anafccndency  in  various  countries,  he 
turned  all  his  malice  and  power,  and  railed  up  a  n^r 
for  of  inftraments  \9  agaiuft  the  true  church,  which 
had  been  the  mother  of  fo  fair  and  numerous  an  oil* 
fpring,  and  had  propagated,  as  by  a  man* child,  the 
caufe  of  Chrtft  in  a  fucccflion  of  converts  from  to 

c? 

age,  and  more  efpecialiy  at  the  time  of  the  Reforms 
tint* 

14  And,  notwithflaoding  all  thefe  fierce  attempts 
agamft  her;,  God  frill  rook  care  of  her  prefer  vat  ion  ;  and 
as  he  was  faid  to  bear  Ifrael  on  eagles  wings  y  when  ha 
brought  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egyfti  (Exod,  xtx,  4,) 
fo  the  wonderful'flrength,  fpeed,  and  fafety*  with  which' 
he  would  appear  for  the  church  atthisfeafen,  may  be 
reprefented  by  .his  giving  her  a  pair  of  eagles  wings, 
that  (lie  mighr  flee  away  from  the  rage  of  her  enemies, 
though  attended  whb  many  difficulties,  to  her  place  of 
retirement,  which  lie  had  provided,  during  her  wil- 
dernefe-dlatc,  (which  was  not  yet  come  to  it^s  fall  period) 
for  her  efcnpin'g  fhe  fury  and  fubtility  of  that  old  fer- 
pent  the  devil,  and  his  agents;  and  for  her  being  re- 
freflied  and  com  Tone  d  by  his  word  and  fpirit|  and  the 
mini  lira  tion  of  bis  two  witnefT>$f  {chap.  xi,  3,  fee  the 
note  there,)  tothe  end  of  all  her  trials  ami  afflictions, 
which  under  various  forms  were  to  lad  til!  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  twelve  hundred  and  fixty  years;  am)  may  !jc 

expretied 

T  E* 

Alva.  u£al  in  the  Netherlands,  and  Queen 
Maty  in  Eni^LnU ;  awl  hoW  the  Council  of 
Trent,  the  and  InJVmsfTiCrn,  and 

yum  be  riffs  otb*T  efforts  nf  princes 

wa*  begun  tiyLoiher  in  the  ye ar  tjc  j,  and „  ha\e  been  fptri-cd  up  to  frpprcfs  and  rr.t> 
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14  And  t^the 
vor.ian  were  gi¬ 
ven  two  wing*  of 
a  gr;ai  ogle, 
that  Ihc  might  fly 
ifrf/T'the  wilder- 
iiris,  .:tnto  her 
pi^ec:  vtiert  Iht 
is  nourifhed  for  a 
lin«,  and  time*, 
and  half  a  time, 
front  the  face  of 
the  UrpcaU 


N  O 

f  The  Jefcirj,  the  moD  fobtila  and  afUvc 
of  all  the  popilh  onilUricf,  were  edahiilhed, 
dsafocicip,  bj  Tgnatui*  Loyola  in  (he  year 
if  14!  foon  ado  the  Reformation,  which 


carried  into  u  open  pro;cft  ifainlt  the 
tevere  poptfh  decree*  at  Spire  in  Germany,  hy 
irvenl  pr,tos  of  the  empire  in  the  y^r 
it  so,  which  wat  the  original  of  the  .  name 

«y  which  the  itformea  inarche# 
to  thr*  :  And  bmv 

b*y  nux-vousTarcnns  cf  Jefuhs  harc-tcen 
iu  their  cmfcavonr*  to  overthrow  the  Re Htr- 
matboj  and  what  croritle*  the  Duke  of 


pate  the  Ptoteftant  religion,  ii  fo  famUiarly 
Ki^wa,  as  are  all  the  reft  of  the  f:rts, 
refunding  to  the  interpretation  £ivcn  sfthU 

chapter,  with  refpeet  to  the  time  of  the  Re¬ 
formation,  that  if  js  necrild^  q«ore 
P^rtimljr  muhoriTics,  which  nifty  he  fci  in 
all  the  hiilurjiis  of  thole  times ;  aud  arc  d* 
moll  in  every  o:\c\  hands. 
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»J  And  (he 
ferpcut  caft  cult 
of  hi*  mmith  wa¬ 
ter  a  a  Hood,  af- 
ipr  the  woman; 
that  he  might 
carte  her  to  be 
wiled  away  of 
ll*p  flood- 


tp  And  the 
Barth  helped  the 
vo  an  an.  and  the 
euth  opened  her 

ihau'h,  and  fwal* 

lowct  up  the 
|!oai  which  the 

^ripfi  Cnft  out 

pf  hit  ipouth. 


IT  And  tbtdnl- 
gat i  was  vtoth 
vith  the  vomiQ, 

pnd  went  tomtke 

war  with  the  rem- 
lant  of  her  teed, 
which  keep  the 

commandments 

nr  Old*  and  hare 
the  tcftimajiv  of 
Jtfu  ChrUt, 


exp  relied,  in  the  flile  of  the  prophet  Daniel,  (chap.  viii. 
25.  and  xii.  7.)  hy  a  time  or  year,  two  times  or  yean, 
and  half  a  time  or  half  a  year,  which  make  together 
twelve  hundred  and  fixty  prophetic  days  or  years.  (See 
the  note  on  chap-  x.  6.) 

1 5 '  And  this  malignant  ferpent,  the  devil,  (ver.  9.) 
did  his  ut  moll  to  pi  event  the  church’s  efcape  to  any 
place  of  retreat  or  fafety,  at  the  time  of  tit  Reformat isn, 
by  pouring  oat  a  flood  of  error  and  persecution  after 
ber,  to  Unit  and  drown  her  before  (be  could  reach  it ; 
which  may  fitly  be  reptefented  by  a  torrent' of  water 
poured  out  of  his  mouth,  that  by  the  force  of  anti* 
chriftian-errors  and  enemies,  which  he  railed  up  a- 
gain  ft  her,  he  might  pervert  and  ruin  ber,  as  hy  a 
mighty  flood  that  bears  down  all  before  it ;  Which 
might  point  to  the  vigorous  attempts  of  the  Jefuits, 
and  others  of  the  Popifli  party,  to  overwhelm  the  Refer* 
motion  by  craft  and  power,  before  it  was  well  eftablilb* 
ed.  (See  the  note  on  ver-  13.) 

16  And  yet,  as  great  floods  of  water  are  (wallowed 
up  in  caverns  of  the  earth,  to  prevent  the  dreadful 
inundations  which  they  would  otherwife  have  made  j 
fo  Go<(  his  providence  inclined  the  hearts  of  many 
to  interpofe  for  the  prote&ion  and  fhelter  of  his  faith* 
ful  fer  varus  and  people,  from  the  fury  of  the  devil  and 
bis  papal  agents,  that  they  might  not  be  fwallowed  up 
hy  thefe  attempts  to  deflroy  them  ;  Which  might  poiut 
to  fome  fecular  powers,  fuch  as  king  Henry  the  eighth, 
and  other  princes,  who,  under  the  influence  of  tem* 
poral  interefts,  favoured  their  righteous  cailfe  j  and  to 
fome  warm  contenders  for  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
who,  though  not  themfelves  (in cere  ChriUtans,  deteft* 
ed  petfecution  of  all  forts ;  and  fo  took  the  part  of 
Protsjlantt  to  prevent  their  being  over- run  by  anti* 
chriithn-powers,  and  their  tyrannical  impofitiona 
upon  confcience. 

i  7  And  that  old  old  ferpent  and  blood -thirfty  dragon, 
the  devil,  tncluGve  of  his  Popifh  inftruments,  was  fo 
enraged  at  'this  unexpected  powerful  afiiftance  to  the 
church  of  Chrift,  that  he  renewed  his  auacks  with  the 
utmofl  violence  upon  all  he  could  poflihly  come  at,  of 
her  fpi ritual  children,  whom  by  former  methods  be 
could  not  overcome  ;  and  who  were  2  holy  remnant  re¬ 
fer  ved  for  God  by  bis  grace,  and  were  faithful  in  hav¬ 
ing  an  untverfal  refpeQ  to  his  commands,  and  in  main¬ 
taining  hoth  a  doctrinal  and  pra&icat  wiroefs  to  the 
purity  of  the  gofpel,  and  of  all  its  ordinances  or  wor* 
Clip,  according  to  CbrUfs  ioftitutions  j  Which  might 

point 
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pout  at  the  iaft  vigorous  efforts. of  aorichri (Han  power 
that  it  fhould  ever  make  againft  the  reformed  chorchj 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  twelve  bundled  and  fixty  years 
of  t!fe  beaft’s  reigu,  and  of  the  witnefles  propbcfyinein 
fackcloih  *. 

RECOLLECTIONS- 

How  beautiful  tad  glorious  is  the  cl  lurch  of  Chrift,  as  lifted  op  above  this 
world,  and  (tuning  in  illuftrious  rays  of  the  Sun  cf  righteoufuds*  and  of  the  pore 
ipoftolic  doctrine  of  tbegofpel;  and  bow  earneft  are  her  deGres,  prayers  and 
endeavours,  that,  in  her,  many  converts  may  be  bom  to  God  !  And  her  labour 
ihall  do!  be  In  vain ;  for  when  Sion  travails  fl;e  brings  forth  her  children*— ►But 
vbat  a  bitter  enemy  U  Safan  to  the  church^  prosperity  and  increafe  !  He  watches 
to  devour  alt  her  fpliitua)  feed,  as  Toon  astlury  are  boro  into  the  gofpcl-kingdotn* 
and  he  with  fury  and  fubrlty  under  all  the  antichriftian  farms  of  a  monftroui  dra- 
goo,  with  fever*  heads  and  crowns  and  ten  horns;  and  of  an  old  icrpent.and  falfc 
aecufer  of  the  brethren,  fets  himftlf  to  oppofri  vilify  and  deftroy  them*  How 
tun  would  he  and  his  Popiftt  agent;*  f wallow  them  up,  as  with  a  Good!  And  how 
indefatigable  are  they,  from  time  to  time,  to  renew  their  war  agatnft  them!  fiot 
though  they  may  be  fullered  to  drive  them  into  a  wildcrpefs  of  folitudc'  and  af¬ 
fliction,  they  ill  nil  find  fafety  and  refreshment  there,  as  if  taken  up  to  the  throne 
of  God  for  protetfion  and  comfort,  till  the  days  of  their  mourning  fhall  be  ended ; 
And  how  certainly  fit  all  victory  fait  on  thrir  tide,  when  their  warfare  fhallbe  ae* 
cumplifhcd  1  Chrift  and  Bis  mipiAiing  fvrvauU,  whether  angels  or  men,  will 
tike  their  part  againft  the  great  dragon  and  his  whole  Ptjfi  of  mferoal  and  anti- 
ehriftian-ln  liniments ;  and  therefore,  in  the  ifTue,  he  will  defeat  alt  their  forces 
aud  throw  them  down  from  their  tyrannical  dominion* — Though  the  worftof  woes, 
may  fall  on  carnal  protectants*  Lhrift  will  ever  have  a  refenreof  a  chofen  rem¬ 
nant,  that  ihall  fccep  his  commandments,  and  maintain  the  purity  of  his  dodtrinct 
and  ordinances ;  and  when  they  aie  moft  expofed  to  pcrfecuting  enemies,  the 
earth  riiall  help  the  woman  ;  and  fhc  herfelf  ibatl  obtain  the  belt  of  conqudti  0- 
vtr  them,  thro’  faith  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  by  the  light  and  power  of 
hU  word  ami  .Spirit,  even  though  it  fhould  coft  many  of  her  children  tbtir 
lives  to  abide  by  their  t eft  1  many  to  him.  -O  what  matter  of  thanksgiving  and 
piaifc  is  thU  !  How  fhould  all  the  films  on  earth  rejoice  and  triumph,  with 
the  holyangrir-  and  fpirits  of  ji: ft  men  made  perfect,  in  heaven,  for  the  falvation 
which  is  brought  to  the  church  in  a  rftfplay  of  the  glory  of  the  kingdom  of 
God  and  of  the  power  of  his  CLrift  1  This  glory  ha&  begun  to  open  in  the  reforma¬ 
tion  from  popery,  But  O  when  (hall  the  twelve  hundred  and  fixty  years  of  her 
wlidcrnebi-ftate  come  to  Its  full  period  *  it  wears  ofl' apace  :  And  when  the  power 
of  amichrift  {Lad  be  dcmolifticd,  He  that  flialJ  come,  will  come,  and  will  not 
tarry . 


CHAP.  XIII. 


A  third  general  defeription  of  the  fate  of  the  churchy  during  the  fame 

period  of  1260  years  under  antUbrifi's  reign,  viba  is  reprefentedbythe 

figure 

NOTE. 


•  If  this  relates,  as  I  think,  to  the  laft 

pufb  of  p“pfil  TYt'ver  which  is  dill  to  cove 
the  PMcfciir  cavfh,  and  will  iiuie  in 
the  embe  deftit  of  its  enemies,  then  the 
wh-ne  furiw  of  events  fuflidcntly  stuArtr*  jhc 

Jjimtnary  prophetic  wnuined  la 


this  chapter,  cf  the  Bate  of  the  dirndi 
quite  through  the  1160  years  of  her  being 
fn  the  wildcrncfe,  vul  of  Aoriebrlirt  reign. 
In  full  agreement  utih  the  firft  and  tbtrd  ge¬ 
neral  view  that  U  given  of  ibis  period  in  iht 
preceding  md  neat  following  chap-ten* 


2qB 


Tie  Revelation  p&raphraftd. 


Ch.  xm. 


P 

figure  of  a  wild  bcaft  rifuig  out  of  the  fen*  to  whom  the  dragon  gave 
bis  power,  i, — 10.  And  wither  reprefentation  is  mads  of  the  fame 


which  bud 


a  aragony  exercijmg  att  toe  power  cf  toe  former  oeajs\  i  v — f  5*  etna 
1  obliging  alt  to  worfbtp  its  images  and  receive  its  mark9  as  perfms 
devoted  to  it  j  with  an  admonition  to  conjitler  the  time  of  the  rife  of 
the  htafii  in  order  to  our  knowing  the  time  of  its  fall%  16, — 18* 


Teut, 

AND  1  food 
upon  t lie  tL-d 
of  (lie  fay  and 
few  &  bcaft  rife 
up  out  of  ihe  £u} 
having  Ctrcn 
head*  and  ten 
Iwroij  and  upon 
lii$  tiorns  ten 
crowns,  and  up* 
on  his  heads  the 
name  of.  bkipljc- 
ay. 


a  And  th* 

beaft-nbich  I  few 
iiii?  IHte'uiaro  a 
JecTpwJi  and  hu 
fcA  were  as  the 
Jl\f  of  a  heir, 
aud  his’zutt'*  vs 

the 


Paraphrase. 

A  FTER  the  two  preceding  fummary  vifions,  (chap. 

xi.  and  xii.)  relating  to  the  (late  of  the  church  and 
its  antlcnrifUau  enemies,  for  the  (pace  of  twelve  hun¬ 
dred  and  Gxry  years,  methought,  I  flood  upon  the  fand 
of  the  fea-fhsre;  and  there  had  another  vifion,  rela¬ 
ting  to  the  fame  period,  in  which  wasreprefented.a  fa- 
v-jge  wild  bsaft,  (*?*>•)  as  an  emblem,  in  propheticftile, 
of  an  Empire ;  and  this,  being  the  Roman-empire,  Gg- 
njficd  by  the  fourth  and  lafl  beafl  in  Daniels  vifion, 
(chap.  vii.  2,  3,  7,  3.)  fe clued  to  rife  up  out  of  the 
fea,  as  an  emblem  of  the  tumultuous  (late  of  the  na¬ 
tions,  (Rev.  xvii.  15.)  like  the  troubled  fea  in  a  Aorm, 
when  the  barbarous  Gotki  and  VandaU  would  (weak  in' 
upon  the  empire,  and  it  would  be  divided  Into  tea 
kingdomt  $  intimating,  that  out  of  tbofe  commotions 
this  amichriftian-power  would  rife,  which  appeared  un¬ 
der  the  emblem  of  feven  hta.il,  to  (ignify,  that  the  feat 
of  its;  dominion  would  be  ar  Rome,  which  (lands  upon 
feven  hills,  and  that  it  would  be  the  feventh  fucceflive 
form  of  fnpremc  government,  {chap,  xvii.  9,  to.  fee 
the  note  there) }  and  under  the  emblem  of  tin  horns, 
to  Ggnify  the  ten  kingdoms  that  would  be  united  un¬ 
der,  and  CubjecU-d  to  its  power and  ten  crevtm,  one 
upon  each  horn,  to  (ignify  the  regal  authority  it  would 
then  cxercife  over  all  the  ten  kingdoms  5  And  upon  its 
feven  heads  were  wrote  the  name  of  blafpbemy,  and 
it  was  full  of  fuch  names,  {chap.  xvii.  3  )  to  ftguify 
that  the  power  of  the  feventh  form  of  government 
would  be  employed  to  fet  up,  maintain,  and  propagate 
idolatry,  in  the  wot  (hipping  of  images,  and  of  faints 
and  angels,  which  is  a  blalphcmous  indignity  thrown 
upon  the  unalienable  honour  of  the  only  living  and 
true  God,  and  is  juftly  Ailed  blafphcmj  in  the  writings 
of  the  prophets.  \lfa,  Ixy,  7.  and  Ezek.  xx.  27.) 

■■  x  And,  methought,  this  beaA  bad.  the  appearance 
of  a  leopard,  only  his  feet  refembled  thofe  of  a  bear ; 
and  his  mouth  was  terribly  frightful,  like  the  mouth  of 
a  ravenous  lion  j  to  intimate  that  all  the  cruelty,  fub- 
tiltty  and-' power  cf  .(He  three  preceding  monarchies, 

repi  efente  d 


Ch*  xi;i. 

riic  ooDih  of  .a 
Lit :  and  the 

hint 

),U  pa*er,andhis 
J=>t,  and  rot 
■utliwlty. 


rAr  R  E  te  lation  paraphrafcd. 


*» 


j  And  I  fw 
of  h:i  heads, 
uiil  wtre  wounds 
<d  doth?  and 
dl«  deadiy.  w^itutl 
wu  holed :  and 

«ll  the  '  world 

won-dtsred  4iUr 


4  And  they 
pgrlVpped  itw 
dragon  which 
gave  po'^sr  unto 
the  bafl ;  and 

they  woribtp^ed 
Ihebialt,  frying, 
Willi  IJ  Kite  unto 
the  heart  f  Who  is 
able  to  make  l”n 
with  him  ? 


reprefented  in  Danse  fg  video,  tmderthefe  figures, 
(chap*  vii.  4, — 6  }  would  be  united  in  this  Roman  papal 
empire:  And  the  devil*  who  in  my  laft  vifion*  relating 
to  this  period*  was  repiefenced  as  exerting  his  power* 
by  theantichrtftian-beaft  under  tbe  form  of  a  great  reil 
dragon  of  leven  heads  and  To  many  crowns*  and  ten 
horns,  {ehap.xxu  3,  fee  the  nore  there*)  was  ft  ill  more 
diltindtly  and  fully  reprefenf^d  in  f££?s  as  conveying  all 
his  tyrannical  power  cf  civil  government  to  this  uvage 
wild  bead,  and  placing  him  at  Rome,  the  great  eitj% 
which  reigns  ever  the  kings  of  tbe  earthy  (ebap.  xvii, 
18.)  and  which  bad  been  the  feat  of  perfecting  mo* 
narchs  of  the  empire  in  its  Pagan  (late  1  And  he  invert¬ 
ed  him*  whofe  coming  it  after  the  working  of  Satan* 
with  great  authority  to  promote  fu perdition  and^ idola¬ 
try*  by  ail  fewer ,  and  Jignsy  and  lying  wonders* 
(a  ThefT.  ii.  9.)  and  to  perfccute  the  true  chuich  of 
Ctmft  with  the  utmoft  fevericy* 

3  And  L  perceived  that  one  of  the  feven  forms  of 
government*  Eg ni lied  by  the  feven  heads  of  the  bead* 
was  fo  desperately  wounded*  as  feemed  to  be  part  all 
hope  of  recovery  ;  to  intimate*  that  the  imperial  power 
under  the  Roman  Cie&rs  would  be  fubverted  ;  and  yet 
the  wound*  ro  all  appearance  mortal*  was  furprizingly 
healed  *  which  may  be  considered  as  referring  to  the 
ereflion  of  the  imperial  government  under  the  Pope  at 
Rome,  from  whence  the  fupreme  authority  of -the  em¬ 
pire  had  been  entirely  removed*  during  the  exarchate 
of  Ravenna,  without  any  human  profpeflt  of  Romfs 
ever  being  reftored  to  its  ancient  dignity  again  :  (See 
the  note  on  chap,  viii*  12.)  And  upon  this  bcfore-uncx- 
pefted  and  unlikely  revival  of  the  power  of  Rome  un¬ 
der  the  temporal  dominion  of  the  Pope*  all  the  nation* 
of  the  empire  were  aftomflied  at  itj  and  ran  with  ve* 
Deration  and  delight  after  the  beaft*  as  people  ufed  to 
do  after  a  ft  range  and  grand  fight*  full  of  wonder  at 
his  amazing  rife  and  power*  riches*  honour  and  gran* 
dcur.  {Chap,  xvii*  8*) 

4  And  the  generality  of  rhem  paid  not  only  civil* 
but  idolatrous  worlhip*  in  efleft*  and  by  juft  conftruc- 
tiotij  to  the  devil  himfelf*  who  before  had  been  repre¬ 
sented*  as  exerting  his  tyrannical  power*  by  autichrift* 
under  tbe  form  of  the  great  red  dragon*  (fee  the  note 
on  thap+  xii.  3*)  ami  had  now  conligned  it  over  to  him* 
under  the  form  of  the  beajiy  to  whom*  and  to  whof? 
arbitrary  and  .idolatrous  -Injunctions  and. decrees*  they 
readily  fuhmirted  and  yielded  implicit  faith  and  obedta. 
face  j  looking  upon  bim  as  a.  fort  of  deity,  and  the  uni* 

'  verfal 


3oo 


Tie  Revel  atiOh  paraphraftd.  Cb. illi. 


§  AnJ  there 
w  |iven  unto 
Inm  a  mouth 
faking  ptal 
things^  ad d  b'jf- 
phrmic*  ;  and 
power  was  given 
wntrt  him  to  con¬ 
tinue  forty  tffti 
rwo  mouths. 


tf  And  he  o* 
pened  his  mouth 
mi  bjtfphctny  *- 
gain  ft  God>  to 
btafphcrRc  hi> 
name,  and  his  ta¬ 
bernacle  ,  and 

them  that  dwell 
in  heaven. 


verfal  head  of  the  empire)  as  well  as  of  the  church : 
And  they  wondering  at  the  uncontrdiilable  authority 
and  power  with  which  he  reigned)  cried  out  with 
pleaftng  admiration  and  triumph)  What  power  on  earJi 
is  equal  to  this  of  the  Pope*  Ggnified  by  the  bead  ? 
What  prince  or  potentate ‘is  able  to  relWt,  or  contend 
with  him,  or  (land  before  him  ?  All  muft  and  (hall  fub- 
mit  to  him,  and  vail  to  his  authority  over  tbem,  which 
he  will  afiume  by  difjpoling  of  crowns  arid  kingdoms) 
and  treating  kings  and  emperors  with  iudiguity  and 
contempt  at  bis  pleafure  f. 

5  And  by  the  devil’s  influence,  and  God's  permif- 
Gon,  he  opened  his  mouth,  as  with  great  terror)  fo 
with  high  (welting  words  of  vanity)  talking  at  a  haugh¬ 
ty  and  imperious  rate  in  promifes  and  threat niags,  and 
in  bhtfphemous  hoafls  of  divine  aotbority,  and  claims 
of  religious,  as  well  as  civil  homage  to  be  paid  to  him, 
who  would  exalt  and  magnify  bim/elf  above  every  Gsdt 
(Dan.  xi*  36.)  And  he  was  permuted  to  exerctfe  his 
idoiarrous  and  persecuting  power,  more  or  lefat  thro* 
his  whole  reign,  which  was  to  laft  for  the  fpace  of  for¬ 
ty  and  two  piophetic  months,  which  amount  to  twelve 
hundred  and  City  years,  and  make  up  the  fame  pet  tod 
of  time  that  is  allotted  to  the  church’*  being  in  the 
wildtrnefs,  and  the  witneflfes  prophefying  in  fackcloth, 
(See  the  note  on  chap*  x.  6*} 

6  Yea,  he  was  reprefented  as  /peaking  marvellous 
things  againfl  the  God  of  gcdst  (Dan.  xi.  36.)  and  /iV- 
ting  as  God  in  the  temple  of  Gody  /hewing  himfeff  that 
he  is  Godt  {2  TheC  ii-  4.)  and  arrogantly  afliiming  the 
prerogatives  of  God  in  pretending  to  forgive  (ins,  and 
ufurping  authority  over  mens  conferences,  and  eftablifh- 
ing  fucli  idolatrous  laws  and  canons,  as  arc  a  difhonour 
and  reproach  to  his  f acred  name  ;  And,  met  ho  tight, 
he  wriu  on  w;th  his  blarphemous  -reproaches  of  the 
church  6 {  God  *,  (in  which  he  after  a  fpecial  and  gra¬ 
cious  manner  dwells,  as  he  did  in  his  tabernacle  and 
temple  of  old)  fllgitmiiing  them  as  heretics  and  apof* 
tales ;  and  robbing  them  of  their  glory,  by  fettirrg  up 
for  an  uni  verfal  head  (hip  over  them;  which  belongs  to 

Chrift 


H  O  T  E. 

f  A  moft  bdinj  iccoiiiu  ofrhc  eutre*  eternal  “Word*  u4io  h  Cod,  <farclr,  orftu 
pride,  and  tyrannical  inlo^ncc  of  **  benodd  on  canb  1  (John  L  **  14.) 
Popes*  iQ.tftattQ|  tht  peribns,  crowns  anti  And  tbU  may  be  Grid  to  be  blsTph;imd  in 
tfijnirtcr  of  emperors  ami  princes,  jnay  be  "the  facriliae  of  tbt  mafs  by  a  pretended  trati- 
&cn ;  in  Dr  More**  theological  *urh*j  p„'  fubfltamiiiioD,  and  offering  it  up  again  »nH 
t  again,  as  thoogh  by  one  offering  he  bad  ncl 

By  bis  iaUroiLi  f*  fomc  undcrl^anJ  rbo  perfeded  f^r  tycr  (h«ai  thiTartiaaft'Jxl 
taaplc  of  CiiriiTs  body,  La  which  he,  the 


Ctw  xnn 


7  And  ii  was 

pstn  oiiio  him 
L*  nuLe  wir  witli 

thf  Mint*,  and  to 
ottfcocrc  them  : 
i;;d  power  '  *35 
pivcrt  him  over 
ijl  kindreds  and 
tnnjilH,  ind  o»* 
Eiuitfc 


B  And  all  that 
da%-U  flpoa  tbc 
onh  Ihall  wnr- 
foij*  him,  whole 
aie  doe 
written  in  the 
fco*fc  df  life  of 
the  Lamb  flaia 
from  the  fauods* 
thin  of  ihc  world* 


$  If  any  min 
Jmt  an  «r#  bt 

■  him  heir* 


i  o  He  tha* 
Jnrtrth  into  cap- 

tir’.y,  ibiU  go  In¬ 
to  captivity :  He 
that  ktlleih  with 
ibe  mail 

be  killed  wiibthe 
JaorcL  Here  is 
ths  patience  and 
i he  fjiiih  of  the 
tints. 


Tie  RivUatios  paraphrafed.  3Gf 

Chrifl  only  ;  He  likewife  disgraced  the  names  am!  cha- 
rafters  of  . departed  Cairns,  and  the  angels  in  heaven,  by 
fabulous  legends  about  them,  and  turning  them  to  an 
idolatrous  ufe  in  paying  the  religious  worfhip  to  them, 
which  they  deleft*  [chap,  xix.  io*  and  xxii,  9*}  and  tn 
anathematizing  the  faithful  fervants  of  Chrift,  that  are 
citizens  cf  the  heavenly  Jervfalem9  and  his  holy  mar** 
tyre  that  have  their  manlions  in  heaven* 

7  And  he  was  permitted  by  divine  providence,  and 
fpirited  tip  by  Satan,  to  fet  himfeif  againft  the  profet* 
fora  of  Chrift,  who  were  vifible  faints,  by  violent  per¬ 
fections  and  wars  upon  thofe  that  fhouid  refufe  to 
fohmit  to  his  authority  :£y  which  means  he  was  fritter¬ 
ed  to  pervert  fome,  and  deprive  others  of  their  eftates* 
liberty*  and  lives;  and  to  cxercife  his  tyrannical  power 
over  all  nations  of  various  lineages  and  languages  thro* 
the  vaft  extent  of  bis  emoire. 

r  # 

8  And  his  power  and  authority,  in  the  whole  of  his 
dominion,  was  reprefemed  to  he  fo  prevalent,  that  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  empire  would  be  brought  into 
either  a  forced*  or  willing  obedience  to  his  cruel  and 
idolatrous  decrees  ; 'except  thefe  whom  God  of  his  own 
mere  grace  has  chofen,  as  hu  peculiar  people,  and 
knows  as  particularly  and  difttnfUy  by  name,  as  if  they 
were  written  down,  in  a  literal  feni'e,  in  the  Lamb*® 
book  of  life  ;  in  which  all  are*  as  it  were,  registered* 
who  were  given  litmxtf  the  Father,  to  be  redeemed  and 
brought  Cifc  to  glory,  in  virtue  of  his  fact!  free,  which 
may  be  fa  id  to  hare  been  flair:,  not  only  in  the  purpofe 
of  God  from  eternity,  (fee  1  Pet.  i*  19,  20.)  but  in  the 
Brft  promife,  and  in  its  typical  reprefentations  and  pro* 
pheciejj  and  laving  efficacy,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world,  ever  Gnce  the  fall  of  man, 

9  If  any  one  is  d?tircus  to  under  Hand  the  meaning 
and  importance  of  tbefe  prophecies*  relating  to  this 
new  antichriftian  power,  Let  him  fertoufly  attend  to 
what  has  been  laid  about  it,  for  his  caution  agatnft 
bolding  any  communion  with  it ;  ami  to  what  is  going 
to  be  immediately  added,  for  his  encouragement,  Tup* 
port  and  comfort,  which  is  this: 

10  The  great  anrichrift,  who*  during  this  period* 
takes  fo  many  captive  at  his  will,  and  tyrannizes  over 
their  confcicnccs,  (hull  not  always  prevail  againft  the 
church  of  Chrift  ;  but  fhal!  at  length  be  himfclf  taken 
captive  and  reduced  to  an  abject  flate*  and  they  (hall 
triumph  over  him  :  He  who  h;is  biren  the  caufe  of  eter¬ 
nal  death  to  fomr,  by  means  of  his  pernicious  errors* 
and  the  caufe  of  temporal  death  to  others  by  martyr¬ 
doms 


3<>2  The  Rsv&lati  o  jt  paraphrafect.  Ch.  itii. 


It  And  I  be¬ 
held  another  beift' 
combg  up  out  of 
the  earth;  and  be 
had  t#o  ham* 
Ik  a  lambs 
hp  fpd» '  u  a 
tfmgon- 


L  ■ 

do  ms  and  wars,  mnft  himfdf,  at  the  expiration  of  liis 
term,  be  utterly  deftroyed,  fool  and. body*  by  the  fword 
of  men,  and  the  fword  of  ths  Spirit  .for  ever;  Whst 
met  fore  he  metes  to  them,  God  will  meafureto  him 
again,  {Matih*  viL  s.J  It  requires  a  great  deal  of  faith 
to  believe  this,  and  of  patience  to  wiit  for  it ;  and  as 
the  people  of  God,  during  the- reigif  of 'rhe  bcaft,  will 
have  great  occafion  for  the  exercife  of  both  tbefe -graces; 
fo  here  is  a  c on G deration  well  foiled  to  fupport  their 
patience  at  the  worfl  of  times  in  hope  of  deliverance  ; 
and  to  ftrengthen  and  animate  their  faith  to  pcrfercre 
and  bear  up  with  CHriftian  fortitude  under  all  tribula¬ 
tions,  as  believing  rhac  what  is  foretold  of  the  downfal 
of  antiebrift  (hall  furely  be  accornplifhed,  in  God’s  ap¬ 
pointed  time,  to  his  glory,  and  their  triumph  over  alt 
his  and  their  enemies, 

it  After  this,  was  p  re  fen  ted  .to.  my  view  another 
form  of  a  beaftt  which,  though  for  fubfUnte  the  fame 
with  that  but  now  defer ibed,  {vtr+  i,  ire.)  may  on  ac- 
cpiitit  of  its  fhape,  and  in  different  conBdcrarions  of 
it*  be  called  another  bead  r,  which  rofe  up  from  the 
earth  beneath,  as  ifliiing  out  of  a  worldly  Temper,  cod 
of  the  bottom! efi^  pit  i  {Chap,  xu'^.}  And-  be  appeared 
with  two  horns,  rcfembling  tbofe  of  a  lamb,  arfymbcl 
of  his  fpiritual,  as  well  as' temporal  dominion,  who 
ftemed  to  put  on  a  fpectous-  air  of  meehnefs  and  gen- 
tlencfs,  humility  and  purity,  lilte -a  iamb}  but,  in  rea¬ 
lity,  his  anathemas  and  cruel  injupdtqns,  enforced  by 
the  civil  arm,  were  as  terrible,  as  the  nge  of  a  dragon. 

.  12  And 


w  O 

*  The  o&fc&rfeic)  and  difficuhie*  that  lye 
upon  all  cenje&om  1  have  met  with  about 
tnr  meaning  jof  Uiifrftcoud  bealt,  moll  of, 
which  may  be  icm  lu  Hr  toumaa's  ode 
Upon  it,  ate  fo  yreat  and  many,  that  it  would 
aniwxr  no  good  end  frr  tlic  reader  to  be 
pirated  with  them,  as  I  myiclf  have  bero ; 
»ot  can  I  be  folly  fciisTkd  with  that*  which 
I  Jim  ooft  IndiiKrl  to,  though  with  fome 
.Jingvitrity,  viz.  that  thin  icwud  bcaft, 
which  exercifc*  the  fame  power,  and  has  the 
fine  mark,  and  name,  and  number,  with  the 
firft.  is  another  'Kprcfenuiion  of  the  fame 
papal  empire ihini  different  point  of  lights 
chiefly  (I  do  no$  -fry  wholly)  in  its  ecclcf^fli* 
Cal,  u  the  former  was  chfc&y  in  its  tempo* 
id  power*  '  And  cr  is  no  uncommon  thing 
for  tht&nftc  fUie.io  be  fbt  out  in  Scripture  by 
dHfcrem  enbkms,  as  the  Perfian  empire  is. 
by  a  best-  and  a  ram,  (Dm,  vit,  j*  and  viii* 
j.)  and  the  Grrcnut  hy  a  leopard  and  a  he- 
.pnt,  (Dan*  vii,  tf-  aml  riii*  5,)  ami  nor 
Lord  himfdf  ii  rrpfcftntot,  in  this  took  of 
'prophecy,  feme  times  u  a  lien,  and  at 
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others  as  a  lamb,  and  Under  various  other 
chantUr*,  But  whether  I  am  right  jo  my 

thoughts  of  the  fecond  beafl,  or  It  is  rat 

ptaf.  doubt  with  me,  but  that  It  rdan  to 
fisme  form  or  other  of  the  popiOl  power, 
during  the  term  of  loriptv*  prftphtrie 
months,  or  ix6q  yean,  which  arc  primed 
tmt  in  the  ftfrntatiy  Vfcw  that  i&  given  \n 
this  flat!  the  two  preceding  chapter*,  a*  thr 
time  of  the  b^affc  reign,  amt  of  the  w<v 
’mao's  bring  in  the  w'ddcrncT‘t  (fc«  the  n,  !:■ 
on  chap,  xf  d,}  And  this  is  all  that  1  thtr  - 
of  moment  In  the  p relent  caie,  which  tv^r 
way  the  vlfou  y>f  the  bcaft,  as  appear^/ 
like  a  **  lurib  whh  tvstboms,ff  & c.  be  ir- 

t«pieted.  But  **  the  number  of  the  haA\ 

ver.  i3.  at  thvclofectf  the  dcferipikm  of  tl.i 
rft«K)d  bcaft,  mtsifelllr  relates  to  the  unit 
bf  Autichrift1*  power,  which  is  bgmfted  lv 
tbe.Brft  baft.  This  fiwros  to  he  a  itr 

obwClioR  tv  aft  tab  nttcrpietilTodB,  as  lu-!^ 

the  freouri  head  to  be  emblematical  of  m  > 
A:il':rcnt  per  Ion  or  pover,  that  10ft  at 
cculi&ftble  difUncc  of  year*  after  ih.  U+i  * 


Cb.  xiin 

i%  And  hcex* 
frdfott  sll  tbe 
power  of  tbe  Jirit 
baft  before  him, 
ind  caofetb  the 
earth,  «ad  them 
t  Liich  dvelt 
therein^  to  war* 
Ihiptbtfirftbeift, 
vh^le  deadly 
wuind  wat  heal-* 
at 


■ 
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tj  Anidhedtv 
dh  jjnflt  Won* 

derj,  ft  that  he 
tnketh  fire  come 
down  from  ha* 
veO'  on-  tbe  euth 
in  ithr  ivht'  of 
men* 


Anddeccvr* 
them  that 
on  the 
•  by  &* 
.  9 f  ihofc 
dec  which  he 
power  to  do 
r  fight  of  the 

;  &ybg  to 
that  dvtll 

c  earth,  that 
ihcy 


p  ■ 

12  And  tinder  pretence  of  being  tbe  animlal  bead 
of  the  church,  be,  as  {hewn  to  me.  in  vifion,  a  flumes 
and  makes  life  of  all  the  power  and  authority,  {*?■«*» j 
that  had  been  before  reprtfented  as  exercifcd  by  the 
heart,  which  appeared  in  a  former  viliqn  under  the  fi¬ 
gure  of  s  monfler  of  feven  beads  and  ten  horns,  with 
a  crown ■  on  each  of  them,  [wr<  i.J^and  by  violent 

methods  of  excommunications  and  perfections,  thro* 

the  aflirtance  of  fecuUr  powers,  he  forces  the. carnally* 
minded  inhabitants,  of  tbar  part*  of  the  earth,  which  ia 
under  .his  dominion,  to  pay  all  the  religious  homage, 
obedience  and  fub million  to  him  under  this  new  form 
of  hie  appearing,  as  had  -  been  given  ,  to  the  monfirous 
bcaft  that  was  teprefented  under  another  figure  in  the 
foregoing  vtGoo,  {vfr.  3.)  as  recovering  fowr  ciga-em* 
pi  re  at  JImit,  after  it  feemed  to  have  beta  mortally 
wounded  part  recovery. 

-.  13  Ana,  the  more  effe£lu:lly  to  comps fs  his  tyranni¬ 
cal  and  idolatrous  ddign,  he  preteoda  to  miraculous 
powers }  infbmuch  that,  as  Elijah ,  to  vindicate  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  Jehovah  of  Ifrcc!t  as  the  only  true  God, 
obtained  by  prayer,  that  fire  ihould  come  down  from 
heaven,  at  one  time  to  confuinc  the  bprm-factifice,  and 
at:another  to  confumc  the  captains  and  thciy.  fifties, 
which,  were  fent  by  King  Ahaziab  to  apprehend  him, 
{1  Kings  xviii.  37,  38,  and  i  Kings  j.  to,  12.) ;  fo  this 
two .  homed  beaft-  fe.cms  to.  do  like  miracles,  and  that 
publicly  in  the  view  of  many  fpetlators,  to  confirm  his 
felfe  do&rincs  and  ufurped  authority which  may  be 
confideredas  pointing  to  the  fying  wonders,  (2  Tbef.  ii. 
9.)  and  numerous  fhim-miraclcs  of  theRomilh  church, 
whiph  are  boaftjxl  of  and  recorded  in  their  legends ;  and 
at  their  dreadful  thunderbolts  by  public. anathemas,  in 
which,  they  corfe  the  .excommunicated  with  bell,  book, 

aod:candle,.  a*  though  they  would  brine,  fire  down  from 
heaven  upon  them ;  2nd  which  are  executed,  by  deli¬ 
vering  them  over,  to  the  fecular  power  to  put  them  to 
death-  by  burnings  or  .  other  tortures,  which  are  indeed 

fiery  trials. 

1.4  And  he  impofes  upon  the  fubje&s  of  his  empire 
that  are  influenced  by  earrhly  things,  deluding  them  in¬ 
to  fuperltiuon  and  idolatry,  by  means  of  thofe  feigned 
miracles  which  he  pretended  to  have  power  to  work, 
under  the  countenance,  approbation,  and  encouragement 
of  the  fecoiar  arm,  the  emblem 'of  which  was  his^atft- 
ing  as  a  dragon^  (ver.  n.) ;  and  he  perfuaded,  emiped, 
and  even  commanded  thefc  earthly-minded  people  to  fee 
him  up  as  an  idol,  and  pav  their  homage  to  hiin,  ns  to 

the 
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they  fluwJd  make 

in  image  u> 
facaft  which  hod 

the  wound  by  a 
fvnrd,  end  did 
live 


15  And  he  had 
power  10  give  H fc 
unto  the  image  of 
the  heift,  that  the 
image  of  the 
beafFflionld  both 

fpcai,  and  taufe 
that  at  many  u 
wrmld  notworfhip 
the  image  of  the 
fa  call,  fhooU  be 
kilkd. 


16  AndhetW- 
eth  ail,  both  fxnali 
ieh|  great,  rich 
and  poor,  free 
and  bond*  to  re* 
crire  a  pitfk  in 
their  riglu  band, 
or  id  thcic  fore* 
heads: 


the  image  of  the  beaft,  which  was  reprefented  in  the 
former  vifion  to  have  recovered  fore  reign  empire  at  R<tmew 
after  it  wa*  thought  to  have  been  wounded  unto  death 
in  its  fixtb  head  ;  (wr.  3,  12.) ;  which  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  emblematical  of  their  deifying  the  Pope*  and  of 
all  their  image-worfhip,  and  paying  blind  obedience  to 

the  whole  fyftem  of  popery!  which  was  fet  up  by  his 
authority. 

15  And  be  bad  means  fufticient  in  hie  own  hands  to 
eftablifti  his  authority,  as  the  living  image  of  the  for¬ 
mer  bead,  together  with  the  authority  of  all  his  idola¬ 
trous  ccnftitutions,  and  to  enforce  it  with  vigour  and 
efficacy*  that,  like  the  imagined  living  oracles  of  the 
heathens,  this  living  image  of  the  bead  might  both  fpeak 
blafphemies  and  terrors  in  publi thing  Its  arbitrary  de¬ 
crees  and  fangutnary  taws,  and  might  execute  them  by 
excommunications,  pains,  and  penalties,  even  to  death 
itfeif,  upon  all  that  fhontd  refute  to  worftiip,  or  ro  ac- 
knowledge,  honour,  and  fubmit  to  the  iiijunfiioiu  of 
this  image  of  the  he  a  ft,  according  to  the  re  pre  fen  tat  ion 
that  in  the  prefent  vilion  is  given  of  it;  which  maybe 
confidercd,  as  pointing  to  the  feme  laws  and  prafliees 
of  the  Romifh  church,  in  its  proceedings  againft  all  that 
renounce  its  authority,  and  are  deemed  heretics. 

4 

16  And  that  the  true  fens  of  theapoftite  church  might 
be  the  more  evidently  diftinguiftred  from  others,  who 
would  not  comply  with  his  authority,  he  ordered  that 
perfone  of  all  ranks  and  degrees  within  the  dominion  of 
the  papacy,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  mailers  and 
fervants,  fliould  make  an  open  profeCion  of  their  acknow* 
Jedgtng  it ;  which  may  be  figured  out  hy  the  emblem  of 
a  vifible  mark,  imprdlcd  on  tbeir  right  hand^  to  denote 
their  aflivity  in  his  caufe,  or  on  their  foreheads^  to  de* 
note  their  vifjble  profeilion  ofdcvotednefs  to  him  ;  in  al* 
lufionto  the  cuflom  of  matters  fettinga  mark  upon  their 
flares,  to  fignify  that  they  were  tbejr  own  property  *, 

and 


*  Mirtidt  {lib.  a,  epig. 

39*  and  fab.  j,  epfg.  tr)  fpediof  firm 

being  marked  rm  their  forthcuh;  and  of 
one  who  endeavoured  to  hide  the  mark  cf 
his  fiavery,  by  patting  a  pitch  or  pUiftcr 
upofl  his  forehead  to  cover  it.  And  Dean 
Frideaox  telb  os,  (Cim A  ™L  ii.  book  *,) 
that  Ptolemy  Phiiopater,  to  degrade  the 
jews  of  Alexandria,  ordered  «  that  *11  of 

th^  that  &atild  come  tobe  Inrolledf  in  the 

third  rank  among  the  ctimmon  people  of 

®8TPt*  ftottld  at  the  time  of  their  enrriL 
mejtt  bate  the  mirk  of  an  the 

badge  of  hu  God  Bacchus,  by  aa  hot  4,^ 
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impreffed  upon  them;  and  that  all  ihofc 
who  Otou!d  rcfiift  to  he  thus  enrolled  arid 
fKpnanicd  with  the  ht tl  mrk,  ihould  be 
nude  fart* ;  and  tbit  if  any  of  them  Md 
Hand  out  igainft  this  decree,  helhonld  be 
put  to  death  *  And  the  enftboi  of  the  he** 
then*  priming  mirks  upon  their  bodies,  fijr- 
nifying  the  £tty  to  which  they  were  demo¬ 
ted,  is  miaifcfHy  referred  to  10  Lvrh*  xix. 
itL  (See  Ainfworth  on  th e  place.)  And 
Grotius  (hews  that  fenrams  were  prineipatty 
marked  on  their  foreheads,  and  fclixrs  or, 
lUsir  hands*  (Vid.  ht  lac.) 


Cb.  xiii. 
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and  of  heathen  •  idolaters  marking  rhemfclves  wiii 
fome  figure,  in  token  of  what  deity  they  were  devo¬ 
ted  to. 


IT  And  that  no 
man  might  boy  or 
fell,  Gird  he  that 
had  the  mart,  or 
the  name  of  the 
beaft,orthemiai* 
her  of  bis  name* 


>9  UtTtawif* 
don*  Let  turn 
that  hath  oiufer- 


17  And  fo  ftrift  and  fevere  were  thefe  orders  t>  that 
no  one  whatever  was  allowed  the  common  privilege  of 
merchandize  or  commerce  in  buying  or  felling,  much 
left  the  prctentledly  more  valuable  privilege  of  buying 
or  felling  paidons,  difpenfarions,  and  indulgencies,  err* 
except  thole  that  made  an  open  profeflion  of  the  popifh 
religion*  and  thereby  wore  the  diftingu idling  badge  of 
the  beaft*  and  bore  his  name,  like  children  of  their  own 
father,  as  the  Papifts  do  of  the  Popcy  who  in  Latin  is 
called  Papa  ;  or  that  took  upon  them  the  profeflion  of 
that  fyfttm  of  erroneous  doftrioes,  which  he  eftabiifhed, 
and  are  charaflcriftic  of  him*  as  the  great  antichrift, 

18  It  is  an  inftauce  of  adorable  wlfdom  in  God,  "for 
reafons  bed  known  to  him*  to  foretd  events  of  this  na* 


Handing  count 
the  number  of 
the  b«rt  i  for  it 
ii  the  number  of 
a  roan;  iiml  hi* 
number  U  fit 
hundred  three* 

tone  tut, 

* 


ture  in  fuch  a  covert  manner :  And  it  requires  fp: ritual 
wifdom  and  application  of  thought*  with  humble  de¬ 
pendence  on  divine  guidance*  to  underftand  the  myfii- 
cal  defer iptio ns  of  the  amichriftian  beaih  Whoever  is 
mtndcd,  and  has  any  ikill  for  inquiries  of  this  fort,  let 
him  carefully  employ  it  in  a  clofe  and  diligent  fearch  in-* 
to  the  number  of  years  henceforth  to  conic,  when  this 
idolatrous  power  is  to  rife  in  its  full  ftrengrh,  that  be 
may  thereby  learn,  who,  or  what  is  meant  by  this  re- 
prefen  tat  ion  of  it  ^  and  confequenily,  at  what  time  its 
period  of  twelve  hundred  and  fix ty  years  Hull  expire* 
The  finding  out  of  this  need  not  be  abfoiutdy  defp aired 
of;  For  its  rife  in  its  compleatlhte  is  to  be  dtfeovered 
by  computing  from  the  time  of  this  vifion  a  number  of 
years*  which  is  commonly  ufed  by  men  in  their  way  of 
reckoning  j  and  that  number  is  *  Jt x  hundred  and ftxty- 

ftx.  R  E  C  O  Ip* 
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+  Pa«u*  obfervesin  hU  note  on  this  verie, 
that  Pope  Martin  tht  Fifth,  in  his  Bull  in- 

nexed  to  the  Council  of  Canftance,  enjoin¬ 
ed  by  an  oath,  that  all  who  profefled  them- 
lb Ives  totedevoied  to  the  Rooun  See,  ihould 
apcl  all  thole  that  do  not  hold  the  faith  and 
commnnfon  of  the  church,  as  /cabby  ibeep, 
which  infeft  the  flock  of  the  Lord-;  and 
froth!  not  permit  than  to  preach*  nor  to 
dwell  among  them,  nor  to  make  any  con¬ 
tracts  or  bargains^  or  eacrife  any  trade  a* 
monglhon;  nor  to  enjoy  with  Chriftians 
the  cboiforu  of  hanianb?*  And  Mr  Chd* 
dock  refers  to  the  Cod  mil  of  Laicnn's  ana- 
thcmariguig  alt  that  entertained  any  of 
the  Wildcats,  ortrtdcd  with  them;  and 
to  a  ffifcid  in  France ,  which  forbad? 

Voi.  vr.  t 


r  e  a. 

any  commence  with  heretics  in  buying  ot* 
felling* 

*  The  obfeonty  in  which  the  number  <W<£ 
is  left  in  pcrphccy,  calls  for  Rodions 
modeft  inquiry,  a  rid  humble  prayer  to 
fettle  the  meaning  of  it.  Tlie  luiried 
Mr  Potter,  in  an  elaborate  difeoiirfe  on 
this  number,  cndcivours  to  adjurt  it  by 
txtraAiflg  the  Jquare  ro*rt  of  tfdd,  which, 
with  a  fraction  of  4c,  is  aj,  which  roidii- 
pl’ed  into  iiftif.  and  adding  the  fraction, 
gives  the  u  umber  and  adding  at  to  the 

year  of  our  f  Ard  jj*  nakci  58,  and  this, 
added  Lotifitf,  makes  714;  when,  as  fome 
think,  the  heart  arrival  to  its  Hate  of  man* 
hood,  tad  the  war  about  wnrlhipping  of 
foi arcs  began.  Others  have  thought  that 

u 
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R  E  C  OLLECTIONS. 

In  hovy  many  forms  doth  the  papal  antic hri ft  appear !  fometimes  with  the 
mrekneft  and  gcntleacni  of  a  lamb  to  deceive,  and  at  others  with  the  fury  and 
cruelty  of  a  drtgou  to  deftruy ;  both  uniting  to  pervert  and  ruin  the  church  of 
Chrift.  With  what  btafphcmiesdath  he  open  his  mouth  1  With  what  lying  wonders 
doth  he  impale  upon  earthly-minded  men  !  With  what  uncontroukd  anthonty 
doth  he  command  and  force  bis  fubjefts  to  fubmitto  idolatrous  image- worlhip  and 
all  the  abomination*  of  popery  !  And  with  what  dreartfu  l  te  verity  doth  he  curie 
all  that  will  not  openly  profeft  absolute  anil  bj?ud  obedience  to  him  and  his 
decrees!  This  is  the  plain  mark  of  the  beaft;  and  they  that  have  not  this  mark 
upon  them ,  whether  they-be  of  high  or  low  degree,  mult*  according  to  his  or* 
ders,  be  deprived  of  the  common  privileges  of  civil  focietv  and  commerce,  and 
of  life  itfelf;  Alas  1  How  many  nations  and  people  are  deluded  into  fatal  errors, 
to  their  eternal  perdition,  by  his  allurements  on  one  hand,  and  terrors  on  the 
other  !  None  under  his  dominion  can  be  teemed  sgainfl:  it,  but  God's  cleft  that 
are  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life,  the  virtue  of  whole  lacrifice  has  been  rfFt-c* 
tual  to  Privation,  through  faith  in  him,  .ever  fince  the  entrance  of  fin,  foon  after 
the  creation  of  the  world.  Rut  how  much  foeverthe  Rornijh  potentate  maydif* 
treft  thefe  by  wars,  perfemtrons,  and  nnrtyrdoms,  to  the  killing  of.  their  bodies* 
he  fhall  never  prevail  to  pervert  and  dettroy  their  fouls.  Andbleffed  be  God,  there 
h  a  certain  limited  time,  fet  in  prophecy,  for  his  utter  duwnfal;  when  all  the  evil 
be  has  done  to  others*  fhall  in  righteous  vengeance  be  retaliated  upon  him,  to  the 
glory  of  the  Redeemer,  and  the  happinefs  of  his  people.  How  delightful  is  the 
profpeft  of  tins ;  and  what  i  fopport  to  Faith  and  patience  under  ad  antiebriftian 
oppreRiotib  i  Did  we  wc  but  certainly  know  when  to  begin  the  computation  of 
the  twelve  hundred  an-J  fixty  yeamof  his  reigu  from  fig  hundred  aim  City-fix, 
xe  conk!  be  at  no  loft  to  fay  when  they  thrill  end.  Such  hints  are  given  of  this 
In  prophecy,  as  became  the  wifdom  of  God  ;  and  we  may  hope  to  come  at  fijme 
knowledge  of  their  meaning  by  humble  inquiries  into  them,  with  a  dependence  on 
divine  light  and  guidance.  Let  Ihofe  of  us  therefore,  who  are  dcfirous  of  under* 
Handing  thefe  things,  ferioufty  con fidcr  what  is  hid  in  prophetic  writings  about 
them;  and  comfort  on rk. Ives  wit  h  allured  hopes*  that,  In  God’s  prefcrihed  time, 
the  Church  (hall  get  through  all  her  troubles,  and  triumph  over  all  her  enenrir* ; 
and  that  then  what  we  know  not  now,  we  fhould  know-with  the  dearrft  evidence 
of  their  exa&  accompli  0i  men  L 


CHAP.  XIV, 

To  comfort  the  church  under  the  melancholy  reprefentathm  which  had 
been  made  in  the  foregoing  vijtcns  of  the  1260  years  of  the  vtitnejfes 
propbefying  in  fackchtb,  of  the  churches  being  in  the  1 oildernefiy  and 


H  0 

this  number  might  he  made  nut  by  the  Greek 
word  Latclno*  which  fignilkt  ihe 

Larin  church,  die  numeral  letters  of  which 
make  juft  tbtu* 

A  *  t  *  *  1  e  f 

30,  V*  300.  5>  IQi  JO.  fc.  lao. 

which,  added  together*  amount  to  that  num¬ 
ber.  But  as  theft,  however  ingenious,  are 
wry  uncertain  conjeCurrs  I  have  rather 
chofc  to  lall  in  with  fuch  writ  err,  ai  fmn 
more  prohahjy  to  compute  the  mimlicr  660 
from  the  time  when  the  apoflle  John  re¬ 
ceived  and  wrote  this  viGon,  which,  fay*  Mr 
Lovnnn,  taking  the  general  received  opt-- 


q 

T  E. 

Dion,  was  about  tJtt  year  of  our  l*0rd  p* ; 
and  adding  606  to  04  mikes  7G0,  uhkh 
reaches  but  about  four  or  fire  year*  bcyoitd 
the  rife  of  the  teal),  as  fiippofed.  to  be  about 

the  year  TJf*  or  7S<J,  when  the  Pope  be¬ 
came  a  temporal  prince,  and  received  the 
iuveftitnjre  of  PutA  patrimony  from  Pep  to 
king  of  France,  and  might  poflibty  be  alxnit 
4  or  |  yean  In  taking  aftual  and  ouenphte 
pofTriEon  of  it.  (3be  Mr  Lowmaii’s  note,4) 
According  to  this  account,  antichr&’j  reign 
is  to  expire  abnux  the  year  of  bur  Lord 
*01  jt  or  roitf,  as  may  appear  by  adding 
iiOo  to  7 JJ  mt  j  jtf. 
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of  the  reign  <f  antichrtfly  a  chons  of  the  heavenly  church  is  introduced 
in  another  vifim%  as  celebrating  the  praifes  cf  Gody  in  the  prefence  cf 
the  Lamb  *  for  their  hap  pine jSy  who^  as  a  virgin-  company ,  had  conti¬ 
nued  faithful  to  Cbrift  and  his  caufe  under  that  period^  Then 

follows  a  vifion  of  three  angels  j  one  proclaiming >  in  a  way  of  predict 
ticn ,  the  everlafting  gofpel  which  Jbmld  he  preached  at  the  Reforma¬ 
tions  another  y  thedownfalqfBzbyhu$  the  fame  with  the  antic  hr  if li^ 
an-heaft  %  and  a  thirds  the  dreadful  wrath  of  God  which  Jhculd  be  pour¬ 
ed  out  upon  the  worjbippers  of  the  be  a  fly  together  with  the  blejfednefs 
cf  them  that  die  in  the  Lordy  6t — 13*  To  this  is  added  a  vijion  of 
Ghrtfl  bimfelfy  with' a  Jbarp  fickle  in  his  handy  and  of  an  angel  crying 
to  him  to  execute  judgment  on  his  enemies  9  as  ripe  for  deflruEtion  ,  un¬ 
der  the  emblem  of  a  harvefi  ripe for  cutting  down^  which  he  according* 
ly  didy  14,-1 6*  And  a  vifion  of  two  angels  more  /  one  of  which  bad 
alfo  a  Jharp  fickle  ;  and  the  otlter  cried  to  him  to  proceed  to  further  .. 
executions  of  judgment t,  without  delay ,  upon  the  antichriflidh-partyy 
that  had  filled  up  the  meafure  of  their  iniquities  y  which  was,  done  with 
dreatfui  vengeance  under  the  emblem  cf  a  vintage  fully  rip£y  and  trod¬ 
den  in  the  wine-prefs  of  God's  wrath}  1 7, — ao* 


Tikt* 

AMD  I  baked* 
and  lo*  ■ 
Larob  ftood  on 

the  mount  Sion, 

and  with  him  an 
hundred  forty  W 
fbor  thovhnA  , 
bavin  j  his  Fa- 
ihzt’s  name  writ¬ 
ten  in  their  fore* 
facade 


%  And  I  heard 
a  ttw  from  h«* 

m9 


P  A  RAPHB.AEE. 

AT  the  clofe  of  the  preceding  vifions,  {chaps .  X'» 
xii.  xtii.)  which  opened  the  moll  grievous  feenes 
before  me}  relating  to  the  (late  of  the  church’s  afflic¬ 
tions,  and  anticbriIVs  reign,  for  twelve  hundred  and 
City  years,  I  was  immediately  favoured  with  another, 
of  a  molt  delightful  and  encouraging  nature,  for  the  re¬ 
lief  and  comfort  of  the  church  under  all  the  tribulations 
of  the  foregoing  period.  I  looked  with  earned  delire 
to  fee  what  fliould  next  be  revealed;  and,  behold  1 
with  admiration  and  joy,  I  ag2in  had  a  vihon  of  the 
true  Lamb  of  God,  who  bad  been,  {chap.  v.  6.)  as 
Handing  with  victory  and  triumph  on  mount  Sion,  ths 
city  of  the  living  God,  where  JcJu*  the  mediator  is: 
{Heb.  xii.  21,  14.)  And  with  him  I  four  the  hundred 
and  forty-four  thousand,  which  bad  before  been  fym- 
bolically  reprefented  to  me  as  his  fealed  ones,  {chap. 
riii.  4.)  to  intimate,  that  during  the  whole  reign  of  an- 
rich  rift  none  of  rhem  were  loft :  All  which  appeared 
with  the  mark  of  God  his  Father’s  name  vifibly  written 
on  their  foreheads,  to  denote  that  they  were  his  pecu¬ 
liar  people,  who  had  made  an  open,  an  honourable  pro- 
feffion  of  Chrift  and  his  gufpel  in  the  word  of  rimes, 
and  were  entirely  devoted  to  him,  as  his  faithful  fer- 
.  rants,  in  opposition  to  all  thofe  that  had  the  mark  of 
the  beaft.  (See  the  note  oo  chap .  xiii.  16.) 

3  And,  methougfat,  1  heard  a  melodious  voice  of 

joy  and  praife  from  among  this  triumphing  aQcmbly  in 

U  2  heaven  j 


303 

TfBt  as  ibe  v*h« 
t»F  nU':y  ^armt 
*u<2  as  the  votcc 
Of  J  £1C.1|  ihuTj- 

der*  and  I  h^rl 

the  Vi*KC  (;4 

harpers  harping 
wiUi  chtir  lurpi ; 


j  And  they 
fnn(j  a?  it  were  a 
r»ew  l'olig  before 

the  throne*  and 
before  the  feet 
beafls,  and  the  el¬ 
ders:  audnotnvti 
could  ltd  in  that 
ior*(,  hut  the 
hundred  JtnJ  forty 
aa4  four  thou  * 
famlj  which  were 
redeemed  from 
the  earth  * 


V  pi  (■ 

4  r'i£&  ire 

they  which  were 
not  ddi  led  wit  h 
.women;  tor  they 
arc  vhvin* :  thefe 

ki_l 

are  they  wbi*h 
follow  the  Lamb 

whhberfberer  he 

* 

flheth  :  th=fe  were 
tcdeeined  from 
anions  mea,  bang 
t*:e  firlt-frnits  un- 
ro  God  and  to  the 
Lamb. 
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heaven  ;  the  voice  of  a  vail  multitude,  as  lignified  by 
many  waters^  (chap,  xvii.  r,  15.)  *  and  a  voice  as  loud 
as  a  great  dap  of  thunder:  and  it  -was  exceeding  har¬ 
monious  in  mine  ears,  like  the  vnufic  of  tcmple-wor* 
ihip  on  folemti  frftivais ;  where  harpers  played  upon 
their  harps,  and  others  joined,  with  their  muScal  in- 
(IrumentSj  in  charming  concert  with  the  voices. 

(i  Cbron.xw*  1,-7*  aud  Pf  lxviii.25*) 

3  And  this  glorious  company  united,  as  with  one 
heart  and  voice,  in  tinging  k  lofty  hymn  oi  bhrffmg>  bo* 
murf  glory ,  and  power  to  him  that  pis  upon  the  throne , 
and  to  the  Lamb  /or  ever  and  ever\  (chap,  v,  13*)  A 
pfaim  or  Cong  of  praife,  of  a  mod  excellent  nature,  and 
new  ftrain,  for  redeeming  lore,  as  Tutted  to  all  the 
light,  grace,  and  purity,  of  the  gofpel-revelation.  They 
were  employed  in  this  folemn  a£t  of  worlhip  in  rhe  prt- 
fence  of  God,  bowing  with  the  mod  humble  and  ador¬ 
ing  profi  ration  before  him,  as  fitting  on  the  throne ; 
{chap.  iv-  10.)  and  in  the  pretence  of  the  four  living 
creaturcF,  the  repretentarives  of  gofpel-mini (lers;  and 
of  the  four-and^twemy  elders,  the  reprcfcntatives  of  the 
church,  (fee  the  notes  on  chap*  iv.  4,  6.)  And  fo  fpi- 
ritual  and  iuhlime  was  this  Tong,  that  none  could  fully 
undcriUnd  ir,  or  taflc  its  fweetnefs,  and  join  heartily 
in  it,  but  thote,  that  are  fytnbolically  reprefemed  by 
the  hundred  and  Tony-four  thoufand,  who  were  re* 
deemed  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  {chap*  v.  y*)  and,  in 
confcquence  thereof,  by  his  power  and  grace,  from  a* 
roong  the  reft  of  mankind  upon  earth,  and  particularly 
cf  the  antichriflian  part  of  them. 

4  Thefc  are  the  holy  and  happy  fouls,  who,  in  the 
days  of  antlcbrilVs  reign,  did  not  defile  themfclvts 
with  idolatry  of  the  Roman  church,  that  great  where  of 
Babylo  i\i  and  mother  of  harlots ,  with  wham  many  raw- 
mitted  fornication  or  fpiritual  whoredom,  (chap  xvii. 
I,  2,  5  )  as  idolatry  is  often  fliltd  by  the  prophets : 
(See  Ezek.  x?K)  For  they  are  like  pufe  and  ch^tle  vlr* 
gins,  efpoufed  to  Chriit,  their  one  and  only  hufband, 
(a  Cor.  it*  a.}  and,  as  fuch,  would  never  go  into  lpi~ 
rital  adultery  in  worshipping  images,  hints,  or  angels  j 
Or  applying  to  any  mediator  hut  Chrift.  Thde  are  of 
thofe  that  keep  cfofe  to  the  Lamb  of  God,  in  their  de¬ 
pendence  alone  on  the  merit  and  virtue  of  his  facrifice, 
for  pardon  and  all  falvation,  and  io  their  faithful  ad¬ 
herence  to  all  bis  doftrinee,  ordinances,  and  moral 
commandments ;  following  his  guidance  and  example 

in  ercry  duty,  tri^l,  and  afHiftfon,  in  which  he  went  be* 
fore  them,  and  called  them  to  come  after  him*  as  Iheep 

after 


Cb.  xtv. 


I  Anii&thur 

nwmt !  ^  as  found 

fw  go*lt  :  for 
the?  ate  virhout 
fault  Wore  ibc 
dratic  of  Gcji 


6  And  l  fto 
a« other  angel  fly 
in  the  midft  of 
heavcb ,  having 
the  cm  lifting 

£i/peE  to  pmcE 

unto  thrm  them 
that  dwell  on  the 
and  to  eve¬ 
ry  fu' ii^i  *  «uri 
I'n^rtd  t  jnJ 

anJpco- 

pk> 


t  SaFnj*  ttfch 

■  roltx^  I’fl  tr 

liod,  and  give 
gijfy  in  hi m,  !or 
ritv  hour  of  his 
im*^  Tien*,  Uois;; 
t*sU  *vr&fj>  Uko 

fc!3t 
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after  their  great  Shepherd,  till  he  fhoulcl  bring  them 
fife  to  glory*  Thefe  were  redeemed  to  God,  by  his 
precious  blood*  from  among  every  kindred  and  tongue 
and  petpit  and  nutiwt  of  mankind,  (fee  the  note  on 
chap.  v*  9,)  and  were  dtlivcrtd  by  his  grace  from  all 
thcauticliriftian-pany,  and  thdr  Gns  and  errors;  they 
being  a  holy  people,  confrcrattd  to  God  the  Father, 
and  to  the  Lamb  who  was  Gain  ;  and  being  a  pledge  uf 
many  more*  that  Jhould  be  fo;  even  as  the  firjk-fruits 
were  holy  and  coafecrated  to  the  Lord,  and  were  an 
earned  of  the  following  lurvefL 

5  And  there  was  no  defiguing  hypocrify  or  prevail¬ 
ing  deceit  in  them $  but  they  were  faithful  and  upright, 
iruheirprofeflionof  Chrift,and  tettimony  agaiuft  all  1H0* 
la  try  and  corruprioru  in  dodrine  and  woilhip;  fflid  inf 
ail  that  they  faid:  For  in  their  governing  behaviour 
a ix I  conference  coward  God,  they  are  vttilxmt  bUmc  be¬ 
fore  him  in  bve*  (Eph.  i.  4,)  and  are  accepted  as  com¬ 
pletely  righteous  in  his  fight*  who  imputes  not  iniquity 
to  them,  but  the  righteoufnefs  of  Cbttft,  {Rm.  iv,  6,— tf, 
compared  with  PfaL  xxxii,  1, 2*)  in  which  be  looks 
upon  them,  and  they  appear  without  any  charge  of 
guilt  before  his  throne* 

6  And  as  a  further  encouragement  to  faith,  hop**,  and 
patience,  I  beheld  an  angel  flying  through  the  air,  vts 
one  did  before,  (chap*  yin*  13O  but  now  with  a  diffe¬ 
rent  anJ  more  comfortable  mrfftgc;  and  that  was  to 
notify  the  preaching  of  glad  tidings  of  great  jny,  as 
contained' in  the  gofpel  ot  the  ever-bled cd  God,  which, 
for  fob  ft  an  C£,  is  unchangeably  th?  fame,  cv^r  lince  the 
publication  of  it  in  the  fuft  promifo,  {Gen*  iii*  15,)  and 
never  thill  be  aboEilhed  as  the  ceremonial  law  wact,  but 
fliall  ifliic  in  eternal  life*  Tbe  migcl  procktiined,  that 
this  gofpel  Ibouhl  be  preached  to  the  inhabit  am*  of  iho 
carrb,  even  to  all  forts  of  ptepte  among  them,  of  wh»t 
nation,  lineage,  or  hmgange  foever ;  Which  niay 
confiJcrcd  as  a  prediction  of  God's  railing  up  faith  fo  l 
miniftcfG  ax  the  Pf defiant  Reformation)  who  fhrvuid 
preach  the  pure  uncoiTuptcd  gufpcl  of  Chrilt,  and  gUj 
iblemn  warnings  againft  all  corrttjuions  of  bis  wr.i  d  and 
ordinances,  according  to  what  this  angel  (poke,  us  it- 
prefenmive  of  them. 

7  Saying  to  all  people,  with  great  came  Pin  eft,  zea", 

and  feivour,  as  with  a  ftroug  vuiev 'which  might  ta 
heard  far  and  wide,  and  demanded  ;ir»curirn,  See  to  it 
tli  -it  ye  worth  ip  and  ferve  G;;tl  hi  f:i:;t  and  tru:h  ac¬ 
cording  to  bis  word*  as  the  o:Uy  rule  n{  hu;h  ;\uH "u!^* 
dience,  in  cppoGrion  to  bu:ua:i  and  rrad*. 


Ch.xit; 


!©  The  fame 

ft  all /Inn  t  of  the 
vin^ 

©I  God,  *bi;k  is 
puitd  out  *itU~ 
out  niitun  into 
the  cup  of  his  in* 
digtKira  ;  and 
he  fttoll  be  tor¬ 
mented  with  tire 
&nd  brim  done  , 
hi  tlic  pnfcocc  of 
the  holy  aogdf, 
and  in  the  pro* 
fence  of  the 
Limb: 


it  And  the 
fraofcc  of  their 
toimcnt  afeend* 
erh  Dp  for  mr 
and  ever :  and 
they  lute  no  reft 
day  nor  night, 
who  worfijp  the 
heaft  rod  his  i- 
n-age,  and 
foevor  rtxciveth 
the  tnatk  of  bil 
name. 


ix  Hen  is  the 
patkooe  of  the 
friuU:  here  art 
they  rhit  keep 
the  command- 
menra  of  God, 
and  the  faith  of 
Jdus* 
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complying  with  iraage-worfliip,or  other  parts  ofPopifh 
fuperftition  and  idolatry  ;  and  (hall  make  an  open  pro- 

feflion  of  all  this;  like  hearing  its  diftinguifhing  mark 

on  his  forehead;  or  (hall  be  active  in  fcrviiJg  its  in* 
tereft,  like  ferting  his  hand  to  ir,  (fee  the  note  on  chap* 
xui.  16*)  be  will  do  it  at  his  utmuft  peril. 

io  Be  be  who  or  whit  he  wtU,  be  (hall  feel  the 
weight  of  divine  vengeance:  As  he  drank  of  the  intoxi¬ 
cating  wine  of  the  great  whore's  fornication,  in  prac- 
tiling  idolatry  with  her,  {ver*  B*)  be  (hall  drink  of  the 
wine  of  God’s  juft  fury,  {Jtr*  xxv*  15,  16.)  which, 
like  the  flrongeft  deadly  compofition,  is  prepared  with¬ 
out  mixture  of  mercy,  and  is  poured  out  with  dreadful 
abborence  of  fuch  an  one,  as  into  a  cup  filled  with  his 
provoked  wrath  ;  and  he  (hall  be  pun'flied  with  agoni¬ 
zing  pain,  as  with  the  torment  of  burning  lire  and 
brimftooe,  in  the  light  of  the  holy  angels,  as  witnefles 
and  executioners  of  it,  {Mattb*  iiii,  49,  50.}  and  be¬ 
fore  the  face  of  the  Lamb  of  God,  as  Judge  of  all,  who 
will  pais  a  righteous  fentence  upon  fuch  an  one,  and  will 
behold  his  defer ved  mifery,  without  relenting,  or 
affording  any  help  or  pity. 

n  And  lb  horrible  was  the  reprefentntion  of  the 
punifhment  of  fuch  offenders,  that,  methoughr,  I  faw 
the  fmoke  of  the  fire  which  tormented  then:  afeending 
up  Hiceffantly  with  d  if  mil  darknefs,  as  from  a  Sr^ 
which  lhall  not  be  quenched  to  all  eternity;  ( Mark .  ix, 
43,  44-)  And  they,  like  tnifenbie  wretches  that  are 
in  the  bittereft  anguifh  day  and  night,  have  no  inters 
miflioD,  cafe  or,  vcfpite  of  tfctir  torment,  who  yield 
themfclves  up  to  the  authority  of  the  antichriflian-heaft, 
under  any  form  of  its  appearing;  and  this  thall  be  the 
deplorable  condition  of  every  one  who  openly  profriTes 
obedience  and  derotednefs  to  it,  as  though  its  name  were 
printed  on  his  forehead.  (Seethe  note  on  ehap.x iii-  e 0-) 

12  In  this  vi^w  of  things,  we  fee  the  trials  that  the 
patience  of  the  faints  will  be  pat  to,  and  the  honour 
with  which  it  will  appear  and  be  crowned  at  tall,  in  the 
aecompldhment  of  what  they  patiently  waited  for  :  Here 
we  fee  who  they  are,  that  not  with  Handing  all  op- 
pit  (lions  hy  antjchriftian-cnemies,  keep  dole  ro  the 
word  of  God,  as  the  on!y  rule  of  their  faith*  worlhip, 
and  obedience,  and  faithfully  conform  to  it  in  heart 
and  hie;  and  that  maintain  the  purity  of  the  doctrines 
and  in  flit  ut  ions  ol  the  Lord  Jehu,  ss  v?bat  they  fiucerc- 


ly  believe,  profels,  and  pra£li&  upon  this  foie  authority, 
in  nppofmoa  to  all  tile  corruptions,  traditions,  andim* 


jioiinons  cr  men 


13 


And 
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that  raade  heaven 
trwl  earth j  zid 

the  fta,  and  the 
ftiunCaw  of  Mi¬ 
ter*. 


9  Ani  there 
followed  soother 
an$d  ,  frying  , 
JJabylnn  ts  fallen, 
is  fallen  ,  that 

Sreatrity,  Lejufe 
ic  made  all  na* 
lions  drink  of  the 
Mriue  of  the  Truth 
of  her  formci- 
tiotu 


9  And  the 

th  if  1  a  n£  r\  to  l- 
(fiiiu,  lay¬ 
ing  VLith  a  Loud 
voice,  If  any  man 

ttCXlMp  tiw  k-3:l 
and  his  t»rt£et 
ai-xl  receive  his 
jnavk  in  his  fore, 
head,  cr  in  ls:s 
hand. 


ttons>  with  holy  reverence  of  him  and  fear  of  offending 
him  by  idolatry*  or  any  other  iniquity  j  and  that  ye 
glorify  him,  by  humble  adorations  of  his  divine  being* 
and  perfections,  and  hisho)yprovkknce;init  by  aferibing 
all  falvation  to  his  free  and  fovereign  grace*  through  the 
only  Mediator*  in  oppoGtion  to  the  merit  of  good  works* 
and  the  mediation  of  faints  and  angels;  For  the  time 
is  now  come*  in  whicb  he  will  begin  to  execute  judg¬ 
ments  upon  his  antichriftian  enemies*  And  let  all 

I  our  worihtp  be  offered  up  to  the  great  God*  through 
efus  Chriil*  and*  in  oppofition  to  alt  creatures*  to 
him  only,  (chap,  xix*  to.  and  xxii.  9.}  who  is  the  Crea¬ 
tor  of  heaven  and  earth*  and  the  Tea*  and  fprings  of 
water*  and  of  all  things  contained  therein* 

8  And  after  this*  there  followed  another  angel  with 
moll  joyful  tidings  to  the  church*  giving  them  notice* 
that*  in  God’s  due  time  their  great  ami  thrift  i  an  -enemy 
fhould  be  utterly  deftroyed*  an  carneft  of  which  was 
given  in  the  Protefiant  Reformation*  faying  in  the 
very  terms  that  had  been  ufed  concerning  the  Chaldean* 
Babylon*  (Ifa*  xxi*  9.)  and  in  prophetic  ftile*  which 
fpeaksof  things  to  come  as  though  they  were  already 
pad;  and  doubling. the  expreffion  to  give  the  (Iron gelt 
affurance  of  its  certain  accomplilhmeni*  Babylon  ts  fal¬ 
len*  is  fallen ;  Thereby  intimating  that*  as  the  ancient 
Babylon  did  adu ally  fall*  according  to  the  prophecy,  fo 
antichriftian  Rome*  that  great  city*  which  may  be  called 
myttical  u&haughtintfe,  perfections  and  ido¬ 

latries,  fhould  as  certainly  be  deftroyed  in  its  appointed 
time;  becaufe,asmen  ufe  to  be  overcome  by  ftrongwine, 
and  lewd  women  arc  fa  id  to  entice  their  lovers  to  fornica¬ 
tion,  by  giving  them  philters  or  love- portions;  fo  by  the 
allurements  of  riches,  honour*  and  pleafure*  and  the  de¬ 
ceits  of  lying  wonders,  (he  had  intoxicated  all  nations  un* 
derner  dominion*  and  prevailed  upon  them  to  have  M- 
lowfhipwitb  her  in  idolatrous  worth  ip,  which  is  frequent¬ 
ly  represented  by  theprophets,  as  fpiriuial  whoredom*  th*; 
incenfes  the  wrath  of  God  a  gain  it  the  pra&ifers  of  it. 

9  And  a  third  angel  fucceeded  the  two  Uft*  with 
tidings  as  terrible  to  the  aniicbriftian  party  as  the  two 
former  were  comfortable  to  the  faithful  feivants  of  the 
Loid;  But  he  gnve  them  fair  warning  before-hand, 
faying  with  a  thundering  voice*  enough  toflrike  terror 
into  all  that  heard  it,  If  any  one  in  thefe  days  of  light* 
and  after  thefe  plain  notices*  will  ftill  obftinately  per- 
Gft  in  paying  religions  homage  to  the  antichriftian- 
beaifc,  which  has  been  deferibed  under  vat  iocs  forms, 
{chap.  xii:,>  aid  if]  fubxitling  to  his  authority,  and 

complying 


The  Revelation  parapbrafed,  Ch. xin 


1 1  And  I  heard 
a  ruiw  fr^m 
heaven  ,  firing 
tin  in  ]t\et  Wriw, 
ULcJftd  art  thf 
ds&d  which  ilss 
in  the  Lord,  trout 
h  .iicrtnrtit  j  Yea, 
failh  tht  Spirit* 
that  they  iTtay  rt*(l 

fiotn  th/tr  li> 

boors*  and  their 
ywtkj  da  follow 

them* 


t4  And  look¬ 
ed,  and  behold,  a 
whift  cloud ;  and 
upon  she  cinud 
cm  fox  like  vwo 
the  :on  of  m.;n, 
fcavhig  Oil  1i?s 
head  a  g,oh!cn 
ci own,  ard  in  his 
hand  a  Ibup 
fickle. 


13  And  for  their  further  fupport  and  comfort  under 
ail  tribulations*  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  like  that 
which  came  from  the  excellent  glory  relating  to  our 
billed  Lord*  (2  Pit*  i.  17*}  faying  to  me*  Write  in 
your  narrative  of  thde  prophetic  viJion 8*  that  they  who 
die  in  :he  faith  of  Christ,  united  to  him  as  members  of 
his  myflical  body,  and  fliaH  be  found  in  him  *,  [PUL 
iii.  9/)  as  well  as  they  who  fuffitf  martyrdom  for  Chrift, 
are  and  thali  be  unfpeakably  happy  from  the  time  of 
their  death  to  all  eternity :  Tea,  the  fpirit  of  prophecy* 
vrhofe  tellimony  is  infallibly  true,  pofitively  afiares 
them,  from  this  time  forward,  of  the  certainty  and  ex* 
cclience  of  this  bldTcdnefs,  which  is  fo  great,  chat*  at 
the  end  of  rhetr  trials  on  earth*  they  (hall  reft  with 
fweet  refrefii ment  from  all  their  labours  and  fu  fieri  ngs 
for  Chrift,  from  all  their  fpiritual  conflicts  with  fin, 
Satan,  and  the  world,  and  from  all  forrows  of  every 
kind  :  And  none  of  [heir  works  of  faith,  love  and  pa¬ 
tience,  (hall  be  loft,  or  forgotten  ;  but  they  fhall  all 
follow  them  to  hear  witnefe  to  them,  as  true  believers 
who  die  in  the  Lord,  that  they  may  receive  the  bleficd 
fruit  of  them  in.  a  proportionate  toward  of  grace,  at  the 
great  day  of  account,  (fee  Ram,  vlii.  17.  and  2  Cor*  iv+ 
17.} ;  though  they  do  not  go  before  them,  in  a  way  cf 
plea  or  merit,  to  entitle  them  to  eternal  life. 

14  After  this,  1  looked  again  for  feme  further  re* 
vclarion ;  and,  obferve  the  following  vifion,  1  faw  an 
ill  ulirious  bright  cloud;  and  upon  this  cloud  the  Lord 
Jefus,  the  Mtffuh  himfdf,  who  was  truly  man,  and 
often  (tiled  the  Son  of  man,  appeared,  in  like  manner  as 
he  did  in  Daniil*  *  vifion,  {chap*  viE,  13,;}  he  alfo  ap¬ 
peared  with  rays  of  glory  upon  his  head,  which  may 
be  called  a  crown  of  gold  to  fignify  his  ruyal  dominion, 
as  Lord  of  all;  [Dan,  vii*  14.)  and  with  the  figure  of  a 
fiiarp  fickle  in  his  hand,  fuch  as  hufbandmen  ufe  in 
reaping  corn;  an  emblem  of  his  coming  forth  in  righ- 
Uouthcfc  \o  cut  down  his  antichtiliian  enemies  |* 


15 * 

T  E  8. 

ciilirr  what  joct  before,  or  to  what 
after  it,  there  orifly  be  iv>  grr*t  difference  in  the 
knic  as  given  in  the  paraphr&fe* 

t  SfltneafCdF  opium,  that  In  this  viGna 
the  fickle,  and  hanreft,  are  to  lit 

frken  in  a  Icnfe,  as  they  often  arv  m 

Scripture ;  and  that  they  here  nL-f  to 
Chtifl1*  reaping  \Vx  fruits  of  the  pofp^)*iuto 
niltry,  and  flsdiermj  a  g^it  muli'iUFtk  of 
fouls  into  hi*  kincd'im  at  the  time  of  tiis 


H  O 

*  1  rr.hcr  think  that  “  the  dead  nho  die 
in  thi-  I-ord/*  n  laics  to  all  true  biiiaxir$ 
thr.t  hsvv  a  luring  iiitt  rttt  in  Chtilh  than 
to  nurtyrs  for  hU  lakfr :  For  ibi*  bolt 
e^iee>  villi  the  mtaoinj*  ef  like  phr-dfe  in 
,  C>r.  xv  iB.  and  i  Thill!  to;  i*,  itf  *  and 
a  dtdiciti^o  of  ibe  h!r(]n!ntts  <*f  all  inch  is 
more  eitcirfivcty  yftfnl  und  cncotirfl^in^  to 
the  whole  church,  urrk:r  her  various  tJ  cubic*  f 
in  the  pti.&at  H^te  of  im  4nd  taiow*  A»ui  fouls  into  hi*  ktogd 

thoufh  the  pitiitK  /ttTHjrt)  rcrd:rd  Jy^ct  Reformation;  cr  bis  g-iihrring  the  whole 
bttrtj'-rih  ;s  JiL:rc:::ly  lvteircd  hj  to  church  lo  htmfcif  at  ibe  «d  of  tic  wr*jli!  — 

fia: 


Ch.  xiv. 


*Tke  Aete LATion  parcphrafctL 


f  j  Ami  *m*her 

arg'J  caBicfluT  of 
t!.e  topple*  cry* 
jr.:r  with  a  low! 

tiMCc  to  htm  ill  * 
(<t  OB  the  cWd, 
Tunift  Id  thy 

fr'.klu,  4Tld  itip : 

lor  the  lime  Is 
a>mc  for  thee  to 
reap ;  ior  the 
Jurat)  of  (tie 
ct nh  is  ripe. 


iti  And  be  that 
fct  on  the  cl  ud 
thrufl  in  bi*  ti-  kie 

on  the  earth  \  and 
the  earth  was 


vi  And  am- 
tW  ?pgel  c^nic 
nut  of  (Hi:  femde 
which  it  In  liM- 
ren,  bcatlb  luv- 
iog  a  iharp  ficUf r 


15  I  alfo  htfhcW  another  angel  coming  forth  from 
the  church-triumphant  in  henrai,  which  is  eminently 
the  temple  of  Goi’  where  he  tnA\  glorioufly  dwells* 
and  this  atige],  as  delivering  tiis  order  winch  he  brought 
from  God  in  the  heavenly  temple*  earneilly  called  upon 
the  .Lord  Jcfu%  who  fat  on  the  bright  cloud*  laying* 
£secutfr-.righ»rous  vengeance  on  evil  doers*  without 
delay*  which  w,is  emblem attcaHr  txprtiTed  by  imme- 
diaidy  thrufting  bis  lickle  among  them  and  reaping 
them  down  ;  For  it  is  high  time*  according  to  their  pro¬ 
vocations  and  to  divine  a ppointment,  that  thou  ihouKleft 
Cut  them  off;  for  the  wicked  inhabitants  of  the  earrh 
are  become  as  ripe  for  definition  as  the  curn  is  to  be 
cut  down  at  the  harvefi,  like  what  was  fold  of  ancient 
Babylon^  (Jer  Ii*  33*} 

t6  Accordingly,  the  fet  time  for  this  (troke  upon 
antichriftian  powers  being  come,  the  Son  of  man, 
who  appeared  as  luting  upon  the  doud,  (ven  14*) 
immediately  began  to  execute  judgments  on  that  wick¬ 
ed  generation;  and  multitudes  oi  them  were  as  effec¬ 
tually-cut  down  as  corn  is  with  a  fickle  in  harveft; 
which  may  point  at  the  great  blow  he  gave  to  the  beaft, 
when  fever  a  i .  nations  fell  off  from,  and  made  head  a- 
gainft  Popery  at  the  time  of  the  Reformation!  which 
was  a  great  Jofe  and  terror  to  the  antichriftian  party, 
and  the  occdton  of  hloody  war*,  by  which  many  of 
them  were  ILin*  and  the  L^ord  du\  judgment  upon  their 
graven  image. f,  as  he  did  upon  tbofc  ol  ancient  Babjhn^ 
(Jer.  li.  47,  5^0  . 

17  And  as  Chrift  has  all  inftrumeutsat  his  command 
to  execute  his  wrath  \  fo  I  afterwards  fcw  another  zn- 
gel  come  forth  from  the  ini  mediae  prcfonce  of  God  ia 
the  heavenly  temple,  with  the  like  emblem  of  a  (harp 
fickle  in  his  hand,  to  figuify  that  he  was  to  be  employ¬ 
ed  for  further  curious  of  wrath,  in  fuborril nation  to, 
and  by  the  coainidiut  and  power  of  Ciuift. 

18  Here* 


N  O 

u  theft  exptffliorti  and  tticf:  in  the  n^t 
vilhm,  tindiiiTfitiy  allude,  at  kail,  in  frwi  in* 
j  j,  where  they  Jignifr  the  ju<£gkwirx 
Qnd  for  the  pmt  v-fckcvhicfc  rf  tire  people; 
ami  as  the  Aiarp  ftcklt  in  tl<e1*and  of  ;he  --- 
I'd  lhits|>;v'3rnd  tb  the  next  vsCan,  it. 

Vi'S  im  cmfiJesr.  of  extent  km  iy  it  keros  Tie'll 
jyni^er  to  hrcpivt  (lie  (an>c  L-unMt.fi:  ia  ifcc 
ja::ie  way  in  h*HLh  *licfr  vrScii',  wilder  we 
tc-cr  the  (1  til  to  the  (Imkc  upon 
ht  (no  Wfl,  which  w.a  a  £ivaf  t!i- 

flrc/t  Mp**u  fi  r.  and  di  mins:  to  a  of  N;1  Hrii- 
jpf\s  Jiid  p ^cr,  o*  to  a"*y  tvhi-r  puisi^n  nt 
v£  her  Leio.v  -*er  dwuull;  ^cd  r;;vi  rive 


'  E. 

£Qv*u  (a  her  titter  &  f|iw<t:.on  at  the  of 

cr  hpiwitne-l  jK-rio'h  fmr  to  tiic  find 

»cn t  toe  nicked.  as  *-ic  Vi  r*:ufaz 

«  if:^r  havii*,  a;id  (ve;\ 

te,^  In  r*ii«c  *trii»>ic  l^yy^rv  of  d^jlniC*- 

ioi*  1U511  I  u:cisaed  to  c't»* 

;*;T  the  Uai  v e; :  t  »n*:Lmatical  of  the  ltr%;ke 

ivc::  |)'*i.rry  tn  tl'it  1U  formation  5  dM 

fievhiia,*r  t?i  t*hich  tiuH  come  wi:li 
n k*  f:e  vtv;r  vc* '^.a^se  I'cr^U  tr  to  the  uUer 

ah*'  And 

ire  h  irj*  '■vr*,m\\'>  i  -u  ::?fr  *r'vcn  of  lh:i  (O* 

i“ 1  O 

ii  :'.v::hro4r  \  x*r  tvi:>rt  va^iitu'^rly^ 

■  ■i-  .  ^  itf  .  j'-'jP  fci  ^  -  i  ■ !  J  i 
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18  Andanoiher 

in^l  liaroc  <?ot 
from  the  iltv, 
vbicb  bad  povtr 
«rtr  firej  and 

cried  with  a  lond 
cry  to  him  that 
had  the  (harp 

fickle  f  laying  , 
Thru  ft  in  thy 
fbarp  Ikkir,  and 

gather  the  duffers 
of  the  vine  of 

the  earth  j  for 
her  grape*  a^c 
&Hy  ripe# 


19  And  thcan* 
«1  thrwtt  in  his 

Scklc  into  the 


car  ch,  and  gather¬ 
ed  the  vine  uf  the 
earth,  and  raft  if 
in  10  the  grcit 
vinc-prds  of  the 
wrath  «i  God* 


70  And  the 
wh>e*pte&  vu 
trodden  without 
the  city ,  and 
Ltoed  ca  me  out 
ot  the  wine- preis, 
even  unto  the 
hoffe-bridk&i  by 
the  fpace  of  a 

tboufand  and  fix 
hundred  furlongs- 


1 8  Hereupon  methought  another  angel  came  forth 
front  the  altar  of  burnt* offering*  the  €re  of  chichi  to 
con  fume  the  facrifices,  was  an  emblem  of  divine  juftice, 
which  this  angel  had  authority  (>£«?«»)  {<>  denounce  ; 
and  be,  according  to  his  commilfion,  called  aloud  with 
great  earneftnefs  to  the  angel,  who  appeared  with  the 
emblem  of  a  fharp  fickle,  in  token  of  his  being  armed 
for  vengeance,  (zer.  17.)  faying,  Go  on  to  execute 
further  judgments  in  the  daughter  of  the  antichriftian 
party,  the  meafure  cf  whofe  iniquity  is  now  full,  and 
of  whom  it  may-  be juftiy  faid,  a a  it  was  of  idolatrous 
lfrcelt  Their  vine  it  of  t  he  vine  if  Sodas  %  their  grapes 
are  grapes  ef  gall,  and  their  efufiers  are  bitternefs , 
(Dcut.  xxxii.  32.)  Cut  them  off,  as  the  clutters  of  grapes 
are  cut  off  from  a  vine  with  a  fharp  book,  at  the  time 
of  vintage ;  for  they  have  fitted  themfelves  for  jufl  de- 
ftruflioa,  as  grapes  arc  in  fit  cafe  to  be  prefled  wljcn 
they  ate  thoroughly  ripe* 

19  Immediately  upon  this,  methought,  I  law  the 
forementtoned  angel  [ver.  17.}  cut  down  the  apoftate 
church,  which  may  well  be  ftiled  the  degenerate  vine  of 
the  earth,  as  with  a  fharp  crooked  knife ;  and  gathering 
them  together,  delivered  them  up  to  be  ptmifhcd  by  the 
mott  dreadful  executions  of  divine  wrath,  which  would 
prefs  them  with  as  fore  and  heavy  calamities  as  are  fi¬ 
guratively  represented  in  the  writings  of  the  prophets, 
by  the  trading  of  grapes  in  a  wine* prefs.  {i/a.  Jxiii.  3, 
4.  and  Lam.  i.  15.)  And  this  appeared,  in  rny  vifion, 
as  a  very  great  wine -prefs,  on  account  of  the  vaft  mul¬ 
titude  that  Chrift  will  then  tread  down  in  bis  anger  and 
fury ,  {[fa,  Ixtii.  3,  6.) 

20  And  the.  (lettruftion  of  the  idolatrous  perfecting 
enemies  of  Chritt,  that  were  without  the  pale  of  his 
true  church,  and  (hall  be  excluded  from  the  heavenly 
ciry,  {chap.  xxii.  15.)  and  call  into  outer  darhsefst  was 
fo  exceeding  great  and  extenfive,  as  fignified  by  the 
treading  of  a  large  wine- prefs,  which  is  wont  to  he 
done  without  the  city,  that  in  allufion  to  the  greatett 
Daughter  in  a  field  of  battle,  and  to  the  juice  of  grapes, 
which,  being  fqueezed  out,,  is  called  tbs  bkod  if  grapes , 
(Gen.  xHx.  11.*) their  blood  feemed  to  flow, like  prodi- 


N  O  T  £. 

9  Mr  Jofcph  Mcde  charts*  thu:  it  is 
aof  fttd  that  the  angri,  which  raft  the  jgraptf 


into  the  wine-prtfc  trod  then)  *  hut  ibis  was 
done  by  Ctuift  him&lf,  who  is  rrprtfciiTti 
it  ih^  King  coining  fordi  fio;n  hei\^,  wilii 
a  ccleihal  limy  of  hor&E?u  to  fk:h-*v 


giuua 

them :  (Vi  J*  Bibliard  in  Joe  )  And  feys  in 
his  (1.  3*  cbip,  vii.  p.  *  3d  of  bis 

works),  **  &p  polios  ibis  viniage  to  he  yd 
tocoTOC,  I  am  Giodi  {ndmed  to  think,  that 
this  itoo  fu^Longs  without  the  city  Qujuld  he 
it  donation  of  Peter's  patrimony  j  or  (he 

d^iiLciui 


Clu  xlr* 
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gious  quantities  of  liquor  from  a  huge  wine^prcfc*  in 
fuch  a  torrent,  as  might  be  figured  our  by  its  riling  and 
f wetting  as  high  as  the  bridles  of  war-horfes*  to  the 
deftrudion  of  them  and  their  riders;  and  fpreadlog 
through  all  the  PopJl  patrimony,  the  length. of  which 
may  be  computed  at  fix  teen  hundred  furlongs* 


RRC0UKCT1OM1 


How  delightful  is  a  view  of  Chrift  as  the  Lamb  on  mount  Sinn  among  tfi  pco* 
pie,  and  of  1  heir  fingmj;  with  inimitable  Brains  of  melody,  the  prailts  of  redeem- 
nw  love  l  Thefe  have  diftinguiJhmg  marks  of  the  children  of  Gi>L  ntai  own  „tinl 
honour  him,  and  are  owned  and  liomu:rvd  by  him:  Ihefc  a:\:  they  that  were 
redeemed  from  among  the  reft  of  mankind  on  earth  ;  They  are  pure  fmm  the  fu- 
perihtious  and  idolatrous  wcrftup  of  the  Papifts ;  and  fallow  me  lamb  whenso¬ 
ever  he  goes,  amt  are  a  kind  of  firft-sruUs  contented  to  him  and  hi  i  Father,  they 
are  finer  re  in  their  proferDon  of  his  name,  and  are  prevailingly  holy,  and  without 
blame  in  love*  and  free  from  guilt  Mid  enidcm nation,  through  faith  m  the  fifth* 
teonfneb  of  Cbrtft ;  In  thele,  patience  fiiitt  have  its  pefix-ft  work ;  and  they  will 
confckntiouAy  obey  the  command  ments  of  God,  and  maintain  the  dnourrupted 
duft  rimes  of  Cbrift,  with  a  humb  sttuit  in  him  for  all  fahauon ;  and  thdr  ihall 
be  bMfed  froin  the  lime  of  their  death,  and  for  ever  afterwards,  as  his  been  de¬ 


clared  bv  an  imnu-df  ate  voice  from  heaven,  ami  by  the  iu'-pl'inlc  fpirit  of  prophecy. 
II  -nv  thank ftd  fhould  we  be,  that  after  a  long  night  ofpophh  darknefi,  the  ever* 
tailing  gofpel  was  preached  in  its  purity,  and  with  great  force  ft,  at  the  Reforma¬ 
tion  !  Wliat  a  oldltng  is  this  to  the  church  of  Chrift  i  and  what  2  humbong  and 
vexations  Brake  upon aurichrift,  anil  fun:  preface  uf  her  utter  downfall  This 
lhatl  be  afr certainly  accompttfhcd  in  God’s  appointed  time,  as  it  is  now  foretold* 
And,  Ah  I  how  dreadful  will  the  purlieu  of  rhti*  cap  be,  who  have  drank  of  the 
wicc  of  her  formication,  by  joining  in  her  idolatrous  worlhip!  They  ftiall  drink  of 
tin?  cup  uf  God*s  wrath,  without  mixture ;  and  their  torment  dial!  be  inccffant 
for  wr  and  ever  The  Lord  jefos  who  appeared  on  a  bright  cloud  with  a  glori¬ 
ous  crown,  will  efpoufo  the  cacle  of  hts  church  and  people,  and  come  tbrlh  m 
righteoufneis  atrtihft  their  aurichriitiau-tTiCitucs,  by  ^ratfual  difpcuialions  of  pro¬ 
vidence,  in  wEiich  he  will  cut  them  down,  as  with  a  tickle  in  ham  ft  ;  till  at 


UMit  11  w  uui.t;  hi  uvu  tiiuumcun :21c  u;ui«-n^b  di  e  LyrdisTutdi  ui 

and  the  (laughter  of  them  will  U:  gn  at  aud  Terrible  bevotid  cxprvfliost.  How 
Should  we  rejoice  in  faith  and  hi'-pe  of  the  j;l->no*jst  though  a^nri  man i reflation, 
that  will  thew  be  made  of  God’s  ri^hicousjud^iutLU,  ro  open  a  vv^y  for  the  prof- 
pcroiu  atul  happy  ILUc  of  the  cnarca  wtiuu  ihaii  fgocccd  it. 


■*■  vl  ji 


C  II  A  V*  XV. 

A  vifion  tf  /even  angels,  having  the  /even  htjl  phigues*  follows*  by  way 
ofjokmn  preface  to  the  execution  of  ihem>  Us  to  be  made  upon  the 

h&tjl 

n  a 

demefns  of  the  church,  which,  in  il*e  b>n gi- 
cit  cxicrit  ti!cn:Df.  from  the  wall*  of  Ro*i;c 
(<i  tli«  river  I\s  r,  cx«01y  tbciv  wriojtsr*, 
or  l^o  tiaihjn  roiiti;  ttlicirby  it  \s  j)roh«S*’£ 

i\ui  *hz  Pope’s  own  lemioites,  delta 
Criiftfa,  rij*y'p:tt»£  ihc  cockpit  of  tlih  exe¬ 
cution,  wittfun  Cbiift,  *s  inwi  i  fcawpi^*, 
till  ir-.-m  jU  pii-s  jiibrr  the  'ilrjndy  grifjA^, 

to  dusa***  Jdv\tcv;r, 


T]i. 

jii  the  execution  here  pointed  at,  fcoiisycl 
to  Mini-,  n  p*^:o.h»y  ftilt  be  ?t  ihedoiisof 
ihe  |+rrfttl  i,mi  i»  prophecy,  foribc  reign 
of  ii,t  iir  .fh  iYc;d  rhoiifh  wc  ntay  not  be 
phk*  v'lf.rvtj  till:  rx  :tt  time  and  circuon* 
n:  ii,  i-  w.ii  j>  iiiicl)  lw  bi'wijbl  to 

y.y<t  ;r  ;ap;it:r-UiJ  :m:eT  3^  Etc  li*r- 

VCi’.  j:iu  >ii  sit**,  ^ppdutci.l 

■  ■ 


*  -p  ->■ 


The  Revelation  parapbrafti.  Cb. nr. 


J 


heafi  j  and  a  fang  of  praif;  is  fang  by  the  churchy  which  obtained  vic¬ 
tory  over  hhn,  i, — •_$.  Then  the  tempi*  in  heaven  is  opened,  frm 
•whence  the  Jeven  angelt  come  out  with  the  fiven  plagues  $  and  to  them 
ant  of  the  living  creatures  gives  feven  golden  vials  full  of  the  wrath 
of  God,  that  they  might  be  ready  to  pour  them  out  in  their  order  i 
Upon  which j  the  temple  was  filled  with  an  inacctjfible  cloud  tf  gle* 


rjt  5» — 8. 


Text. 


Paraphrase* 


AND  llawano* 
“  thcr  fifo  in 

hcivtfl7  g^cand 

nundioo^j  fbven 
frqgeli  f  having 

the  fctfen  hit 
phg;«i,  for  in 
then  is  fill*  J  up 
the  v*4iA  of 
U**L 


a  And  I  fiw 
to  were  a  dca  of 
j  mingjad 
wirh  firr;  and 
than  that  hid 
K«i«q  the  vitb>- 
if  *vtK r  tlu  Vift, 
mid  OTCr  hi*  i* 
and  over 
liia  Drarkj  aiiif 
ever  ihc  uDmkv 


of  hit  name,  [feud 
’  on  the  ■  Tea  of 


having  \ 
harp*  of  God. 


A  FTER  the  foregoing  viGons,  which  gave  me  a  ge^ 
acral  view  of.  the  judgments  that  fliould  come  upon 
the  antichriftian-beaft,  I  had  another,  which  was* pre¬ 
paratory  to  the  execution  of  the  judgments  themfelves. 
that  in  their  order  were  to  begin,  carry  on,  and  com¬ 
plete  his  ruin.  To  this  pnrpofe  1  beheld  a  very  remark¬ 
able  and  am  axing  appearance  in  heaven  of  feven  an¬ 
gels,  as  minillers  of  divine  vengeance,  who  had  a  com- 

million  to  execute  the  feven  lad  fevere  ftrokes  that  were 

■ 

to  fall  upon  aruichrift,  in  their  comic,  till  he  ihould  be 
utterly  deftioycd:  For  all  tbs  wrath,  whieb  God  had 
righteoufly  determined  againft  this  idolatrous  and  per- 
iecuti.ig  power,  was  contained  in  theft  cxecations  to 
make  a  lull  end  of  it,  together  with  all  the  enemies  of 

Chrill  and  his  church* 

2  1  furthermore  faw,  as  in  a  former  tUiod,  [chap. 
iv.  6.)  a  reprefcntatioD  of  a  large  veffcl,  tike  the  mol¬ 
ten  fea,  in  Salomon's  temple,  {i  Kings  rii.  23.)  which 
(hone  with  a  Iwightnef*  as  white  and  clear  as  chryfcil, 
mist  with  a  beautiful  colour,  as  red  as  lire  f ;  Which 
mav  be  ConGJered  as  an  emblem  of  the  fpoilefs  purity 
and  r (Hcacy  of  the  atoning  blood  and  righteoufnels  of 
Cbriil,  whereby  he  appeafed  the  fiery  refentments  of 
dirin;  juftics:  And,  as  to  the  glorious  company  which, 
through  faith  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  had  bravely  re¬ 
filled,  and  by  their  doCtrinc,  example,  and  patent  fut- 


N  O 

f  Afnfflig  the  dbr.ut 

the  meaning  nf  M  ibe  o!‘  gLtii..**  it  fccrtin 
h  ttlC  tbat  ill  th«ir  ve  t*\  ini  niiiiriittt, 
wMch  reftr  to  tht  ifotc  oi  r;ie  ciitrcd  to 
fiuih  ;  the  feenc  of  tk-«  '.’iCuu  briny  :it  bev* 
>tn,  icr  l  a»it  alf?  trcd  been  in  the  fi*r* 
mcr  viiion  or  the  Sex  of  tsherc  tre 

four  living  emture?*  or  of 

the  mtaiftm  of  the  diLTth^  jsiii,  (ebp* 
iv*  if-  foe  tiie  note  there*)  And  the 

iaterpfttitiM^  which  coifdikvi(i  i'  ss  in 
beavcHf  tfatf  given  In  the  !  a-r. 

tody  to  think,  muy  he  ai  pn^liiMc  jv 

♦rthet,  ftflCC  theft  viflijriiiiK  gill!  iriurop'ra^r 
liiint > are  n-prticnlnl ai  “  01  tl,v 

“  tot  -of  gL/*;**  aaj  fo  ^r.*v  \ajt 


T  Y*. 

though  c*  to  the  fnantU'.lon  on  ^hich  i'.yy 
(hnJ  with  joy  awrt  pr«u;-,  rethtr  ihzn  to 
tiinr  quid  parity,  love,  avi  zeal,  or 
other  efcc^ilenE  grata  tf-incd  in  tfu.ra, 
cxaiciicil  by  fhem.  And  3^  thd  folio  ri»<ji 
paruphraft  on  this  diapir,  p  nciflli 
rise  It ippoli^ ioflf  whlih  I  tliinfc  i\i- 
propltccy  determine*,  that  htaven  is 
tone  of  thin  ridon,  it  njui  iw  hr  won^civ  i 
at,  that  u  Is  dliFcitnt  Ir^ai  the  ilafc.rif  m-i't 
erpoiuorr,  who  pket  the  in  Ll*c  h 
on  earth;  or  thee  I  takr  nn  farther  aoJc?  ^  l 
tlieir  explicaioDs,  while  I  wll  aVvug 
vhtl  &cms  to  me  the  mod  probable  t3ftt 
lificrtd  to  ray  ii^m  vhe  ^ L,--  ;£ 

‘  fettle  i  b;ing  in  hw-c. 


Chi  it. 


7fe  Revelation  parapLra/id, 


fermgs  even  unto  death*  -had  overcome  all  temptations 
to  comply  with  the  am  henry  ot  zuuchrifl,  and  to  make 
an  open  piofeflion  of  his  idolatrous  religion,  which 
may  be  figmfied  by  their  getting  the  victory  over  the 
bead,  and  his  image  and  nraifcj  and  the  number  of  his 
namej  Thefe  appeared  sls  {hurting  with  confidence  and 
triumph  on  the  fea  of  glafc,  as  the  foundation  on  which 
they  (land  with  com  plot  acceptance  in  the  divine  pre¬ 
fence  ;  and  they  teemed  to  have  harps  tn  their  hands, 
in  alluRon  to  thofe  nujlical  hifiruments  that  were  ufed 


3  And  they 
the  foftg  of 

Motes  the  lemnt 
of  tied,  and  the 
frog  of .  tiic 

Lamb,  faying  , 
(jmt  ud  war- 
Vctloiis  art  <hy 

works,  Lord  Cod 
Alndghty  ;  juft 
and  true  are  thy 
trays,  ttnu  King 
oi 


in  tbe  temple-fervice  for  ct  lebrating  the  praifes  of  God. 

3  And,  metbought,  they  joined  in  concert,  as  a 
chorus,  to  fing  the  wonders  of  Divine  Providence  in  a 
triumphant  fong  for  deliverance  out  of  the  hands  of 
theinperfecuting  enemies,  like  chat  which  was  compo- 
fed  by  Mt/fes  the  ferrant  of  the  Lord,  and  'was  fung 
by  Ifraei  for  their  deliverance  from  the  Egyptians  at  the 
Red*fea :  {Exod  xv,  t,  If c.)  And  to  this  they  added  a 
fong  of  thankfjiivingaiid  pra*fc  to  the  honour  of  Chrift, 
the  Lamb  of  God,  fi.-r  the  much  greater  l'alvaiioit 
brought  in  by  him  ;  a  fong,  which  he  put  into  their 


mouths,  faying,  in  an  aicription  of  glory  firlt  to  God 
the  Father”,  Great  and  wonderful  are  thy  works  of 
providence  in  ways  of  judgment  and  mercy,  O  Lord 
Jehovah,  the  almighty  God,  wkofe  ucccnti  nubble 
power  performs  them  $  ami  then  to  the  glorified  Lamb, 
faying,  Thou  art  jult  and  righteous  in  all  thy  proceed¬ 
ings  again  ft  thine  enemies,  as  rendering  to  them  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  deferrs  \  and  thou  art  true  in  executing 
thy  threatmngs  upon  them,  and  faithful  in  performing 
thy  promifes  to  thy  people,  O  thou  King  of  the  church, 
which  confifts  of  holy  ones,  whom  tbou  haft  redeemed 
from  all  iniquity i  and  purified  ta  thyfetf  \  (Tit.  it.  14.) 
a  Wto  (ball  4  Who,  that  knows  thy  name,  O  Lord,  will  net 

i^rd^utcLmr*  reverence,  worfhip  and  put  his  trull  in  thee,  and  aferibe 
thr  name?  for  all  glory  tn  thee,  who  art  infinitely  worthy  of  it  ?  (Pft 
the*  only  art  ho-  Jxxxix.  7.)  For,  in  oppolition  to  antichrifPs  vainly  ai- 

tioiis^ill^coroe  laming  to  bimfeif  the  title  of  his  HeUnefs,  thou  only 

»d  art 


N  O  T  e.  , 

*  Though  Chrift  in  his  dm  nr  nafuic  ii  whom  plory  is  advibcd  together  with  the  Fa- 
tmly  “  the  Idotd  God  Almighty du*  (her :  Tor  the  former  pare  of  tbif  long  &ei\ is 
nArn  equivalent  Co  ihii  are  elfe*  here  alcrib*  u>  rd*tc  to  ti  c  /hug  of  Mod;*;  ami  the  bl¬ 
ed  tv  him;  (fi«'tbc  notes  od  dap*  L  4»  fb  ter -to  the  long  of  tbe  Lamb,  A  rA  cliciirk, 
rod  Dr  WaterlaiuTs  fa  moos  at  the  Lady  K:n|  uf  Jjiuts  b  *ilh  iIk  jrwlt  propriety 
Moyer**  IrfhiTt,  p.  130,  &c.)  Yet  it  appear?  given  to  Chrift,  who  in  his  r^al  office  is,  by 
to  me  that  God  the  Father,  or  Godfticmiib  w??  of  peculurity,  King  of  Sb>u,  and  Kmg 
Jy  coq/iderod,  inchifive  of  the  three  d brine  of  thi  L'lituvh ;  and  the  following  part  of 
perfons  b  l*rc  aioft  immedbtriy  J^kAjcb  of  this  .bog  U  evidently,  though  not  ixitrkll  ro¬ 
under  this  title;  and  that  Chrift  in  hir  office-  ly,  applicable  to  him, 
capacity,  is  meant  by  King  of  fain;*,  to 


Cb.  xiv. 


The  Revelation  paraphrafeS. 


and  worffwp  Ls  ar:  fit  to  wear  it,  as  thou  art  originally,  efJentially  and 

far  tfc  j  communicatively  pure  and  holy.  We  brlicre,  and  re- 
^SennifaiL1*  jrtice  in  the  thought,  that  the  time  is  coming,  when 

thou  wilt  be  more  abundantly  feared  and  glorified  on 
earth,  than  hitherto  :  For  all  nations  of  the  world  ihatt 


come  as  a  willing  people  unto  thee,  and  own  and  ho* 
sour  thee,  and  pay  their  folemn  adorations  to  thee,  as 
in  thy  fpecial  prefenee,  and  wider  thine  eye,  in  the 
afiemblies  of  the  faints  \  for  the  judgments,  which 
thou  wilt  execute  upon  thine  anriebrifliah  enemies,  are 
manifeft  tokens  of  thy  taking  the  part  of  thy  people 
againft  them,  to  the  convi&ion  of  all  that  duly  oUcrn 


%  Aad  star 
Alt,  l  looked, 
and  bddd>  the 

tMfltrf  thet»* 
tawdt  of  the 
iHHxwy  ia  tea* 


the  awful  operations  of  thy  hand. 

$  At  the  concluOon  of  this  praifing  fong,  f  had  a 
further  viGon,  which  led  on  to  the  Jcene  of  judgments 
that  were  to  be  executed  in  their  order}  and  as  the  holy 
of  holies  in  the  tahernacle  and  temple;  and  the  ark  of 
the  teftimony,  the  mercy- feat,  and  the  cherubim  be* 


tween  which  the  Lord  dwelt,  (£r«i  in,  12.  and  Pf. 
Ixxx.  1.)  were  feen  when  the  high  pried  entered  into 
the  molt  holy  place ;  fo,  methought,  I  faw  an  opening 
in  heaven,  which  gave  me  a  view  of  God’s  moft  emi¬ 


nently  glorious  throne,  and  of  all  the  fymhols  of  his  fa¬ 
vour  to  his  true  worfliippers,  to  intimate  that,  as  in¬ 


quiries  were  wont  to  be  anfwered  from  the  oracle,  (1 
Sam.  xvi .  ay.)  fo  God  was  now  about  to  anfwer  the 
prayers  of  the  church  for  delivering  them  from  the  power 
of  their  antichriftian  enemies. 


4  And  the  fe* 
ten  «A£tU  ffiw* 
of  fee  temple* 
fitting  the  fertrt 
phgga,  dotted 
in  pwc  and  wWtc 
lb-n,tnd  luring 

tfarirlfftalb  jnnl’- 

ed  Trtth  goldra 
jglrdlcs< 


j  one  of 
the  four  be&Efc 

thefe- 

TtD  an^df,  Jtveo 
fohka  ytali  full 
of  the  nr  rath  of 

Cod, 


6  Whereupon,  1  beheld  feven  angels,  the  appointed 
mintfiers  of  God’s  wrath  and  joftice,1  coining  out  of 
the  moft  holy  place,  even  heaven  itfclf,  as  having  re¬ 
ceived  his  orders  with  refpeQ  to  the  feven  judgments, 
that  were  to  he  fucceffively  executed  upon  the  head : 
Tbefe  angels,  to  fignify  the  lan&ity  of  theit  character 
and  imniitratione,  appeared  as  arrayed  in  an  awful  and 
fplendid  manner  with  holy  garments  of  pure  and  white  li¬ 
nen,  and  golden  girdles  about  their  breads,  foch  as  the 
high  priefts  ufed  to  wear,  (Sxod,  xxvtii.  4, — 8.  anil 
Lev.  ivi.  33.)  when  they  went  imo  the  holy  of  holies, 
and  came  out  from  thence  to  bring  the  anl'wers  of  God 
to  the  prayers  of  bis  people,  which  they  had  received 
frpm  the  oracle. 

7  And  one  of  the  four  living  creatures,  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  gofpel-miniltera,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  iv.  6.) 
who  were  mod  nearly  concerned  for  the  welfare  of  the 
church,  was  employed,  by  divine  comm i (lion,  to 'deli¬ 
ver  totbe  feven  angels,  to  each  of  them  one  of  the  feven 

golden 


k 


Cb.sT. 

\ 

God,  ahft  Uretli 
for  ever  ud  ever. 


■ 

7 V  Revelation  parapbrafed. 


3*9 


B  And  tbc  tern- 
pkvai  litlcdwhk 
fiMke  from  tbc 
glory  .of  Go dr 
and  from  fats 
povar  ;  and  no 
man  mf  able  to 
caw  into  the 


temple,  nil  the 
feven  plague*  of 
the  fifcn  aagelc 
w$if 


golden  cups  or  vials  *r  which  were  filled  with  mortal 
ingredients,  as  fymhols  of  the  wrath  of  God,  which 
they  were  to  be  inftniments  of  pouring  out  upon  the 
idolatrous  perfecting  heart,  at  his  order,  and  by  the 
a£tiviry  of  his  own  power,  who  is  from  cverlaftinfg  to 
evcrlafting  God,  and  lives  for  ever  to  execute  his  righ¬ 
teous  judgments  in  their  courfe,  till  all  his  enemies  be 
utterly  deftroyed. 

8  And  when  they  had  received  their  comm-ffion,  1 
faw  the  heavenly  temple  filled  with  a  cloud  of  glory,  re- 
fembiing  that  which  formerly  filled  the  tabernacle :  This 
cloud  appeared  like  a  thick  fmoke  awfully  glorious, 
which  was  a  fymbol  of  divine  vengeance,  {Pf  xviti*  3.) 
as  going  forth  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  to 
be  executed  by  the  glory  of  his  power,  tn  tbc  dcAnic- 
tion  of  andchrift }  even  as  the  cloud  on  the  tabernacle' 
was  of  his  dreadful  judgment  upon  Corah,  Dothan,  and 
J biram,  and  the  murmuring  Ijrarlites,  (Numb*  xvL 
19,  41*) :  And  as  Alo/es  could  not  enter  into  the  raber* 
naclcj  nor  the  priefts  ftar.d  to  minifter  in  the  temple, 
while  lb  t  glory  of  the  Lord  filed  the  bouft  of  the  Lord, 
(Exodj  xl.  35*  and  1  Kings*  viii*  it*};  fo  noonewaa 
able  to  eater  into  this  heavenly  temple  to  mtreat  for  the 
preventing  of  thefe  grievous  calamities  upon  the  beaft: 

none  were  foffered  to  do  this,  that  judgment  might  have 
its  free  courfc,  dll  all  the  feven  pumlh  meats,  to  be  in- 
fliflcd  by  the  miniftry  of  the  feven  angels,  were  fully 

executed  in  their  order* 

* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  glorious  are  the  triumphs  of  the  Cunts,  who  Hand  in  the  immediate  prefence 
of  God,  with  all  acceptance  on  the  foot  of  the  atoning  righUoufitefe  of  Chrift: 
and  who,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  have  got  the  viflory  over  all  their  enemies  1 
And  how  fweetly  do  they  ling  of  mercy  and  uf  judgment ;  of  the  woodrous 
works  of  providence  and  grace,  which  arc  juft  and  true,  to  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
God  Almighty,  and  of  tbc  Lamb,  their  foveretgn  Lord  gnd  King!  How  worthy 
is  be  to  be  reverenced,  ferved  aud  glorified  1  Ail  the  beauties  of  holmefe*  and  of 
every  other  divine  perfe^Hon,  fliine  in  him ;  and  the  time  is  coming,  when  all  na¬ 
tions  of  the  earth  (hall  wprlhip  him,  and  his  judgments  iball  be  fully  manifefted 
in  the  defttmfiion  of  the  aiUichriftian-bealh  The  decree  is  gone  forth  agamft 
him  :  the  feven  angels  have  their  commiiEou  to  pour  out  their  feven  vials,  which 
are  filled  with  the  wrath  of  God,  to  be  executed  10  due  courfe  upon  him ;  and 
110  intcrcefiions  fhafl  be  admitted,  to  prevent  the  progTefs  of  thefe  judgments,  till 

they  be  fulfilled  in  the  utter  dettru&ioii  of  all  poptfh  powers,  and  every  other  ene¬ 
my*'  What  a  fcpport  and  encouragement  to  the  church  of  Chrift  is  tbc  belief 

profpeft  of  this,  as  given  by  thefpirit  of  prophecy,  for  their  comfort 


under  all  their  prefect  tribulations 

N  0 

*  A  vial  vwa  cup,  or  wide-montbed 
vrdcl  *v  drink  out  of,  and  as  a  cup  figora* 
tivdy  tigoifin  fafciuigs  and  af&tAwft,  PC 
£.  and  Matth.  aavL  *ad  wc  often 
read  of  m  11  cup  of  the  LonTs  fmy,  a 
**  cap  of  trembling/’  |£  iL  jj,  sv  J*r- 


CHAR 
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xxv+  ij.  and  2«fc.  tlL  i*  fo  theft  ftven 
vials  or  cupt  are  fe*d  to  be  11  fall  of  ft*  aiwh 
**  of  Cod/1  which  was  to  be  poured  out  Up* 
on,  and  drank  by  the  afitichriAun*bca(t,  and 
all  the  eiumicf  si  the  chiucb*  (See  flUb  ch* 
aiv.  to*) 
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The  Pievelat  ton  parapbrdjkd* 


Gh.  xvw 


CHAP-  XVI. 


The  from  angels  are  ordered  to  pour  out  their  /even  vials  ef  the  wrath 
of*-  Cod  on  the  a t ichrifiia n  beaft  and  alt  its  fupports.  i,  Tbefirjl 
vial  is  p  cured  out  on  the  earth  with  grievous  fores,  Jignifyiiig  greet 
troubles  through  the  Llomilh  community,  between  the  year  830  and 
988.  The  fecond  on  the  fea ,  which  is  turned  into  blood,  Jignifying 
a  great  efujion  of  blood  in  the  holy  wars,  between  the  year  f  040  and 

1190.  3.  The  third  on  the  river  sand  fountains,  which  became  blood, 

Jiguifying  civil  wars  in  the  papacy,  between  the  year  1200  and 
1371,  4* — 7*  The  fourth  on  the  fun,  whuhfcorched  Men,  fgnifying 

wars  through  the  contentions  of  Popes  for  the  papal  chair  \  and  the 
defiruEtion  of  the  enfiern  empire,  between  the  year  1  $78  and  1530. 
8*  9.  The  fifth  on  the  feat  of  the  benji,  Jtgnifymg  the  efiablijbment  of  K 
the  Protejlant  Reformation,  which  was  a  great  Jb&ck  to  Popery ,  between 
the  year  1530  and  1650*  iq,  11.  The  Jixth  on  the  grtat  river  Eu¬ 
phrates,  Jiguifying  fame  terrible  invajton  if  the  PopPs  dominion ,  from 
its  taflcrn  borders,  which  farms,  in  order  of  time ,  to  be  yet  to  come* 
12, — 16-  And  thefeventh  on  the  air ,  the  feat  gf' Satan’;  power,  which 
Jbail  ijfue  in  the  total  deflruElion  of  all  antichriftian  enemies,  17, — au 


Trxt. 


Paraphrase! 


:AKD  1  beard  a 

rtrice 

out  of  the  tcm« 

pk#j  laying  to  the 

ierea  angels.  Go 

your  vtftT  and 

pour  out  tbc  viait 

of  the  wnth  of 
■ 

C>od  upon  the 
Orth* 


1  And  ihc  fijft 

went 


T'HE  fevtn  angels,  having  received  their  refpe£Uve 
^  vials  or  cups  of  the  wrath  of  God*  (chap,  xv*  7,} 
fee  the  note  there,)  and  fo  being  ready  to  pour  them  out 
in  their  order,  whenever  he  Ihould  give  the  word  of 
command;  I  thereupon  heard  an  e  receding  loud,  awful, 
and  authoritative  voice,  proceeding  from  the  heavenly 
temple,  (wa  17.)  whereby,  in  atluGon  to  God’s  an* 
dent  way  of  mamfefting  his  will  from  the  oracle,  lie 
iflued  out  his  commifEon,  faying  to  them.  Go  forth  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  appointment,  and  poor  out  the  cups  fuc- 
ceflivdy  **  that  are  fall  of  the  righteous  wrath  of  God 
upon  the  wicked  inhabitants,  and  particularly  the  anii- 
chriflian  enemies,  on  the  face  of  the  earth ;  a  general 
view  of  which  had  been  given  me  in  fcveral  foregoing 
vifion** 

Vial  I.]  2.  And,  in  Obedience  to  this  command, 

the 


N  O 

*  *rhcre  is 'i  rernarValile  fiftifotule  be- 
LvetQ  the  four  firft  vb’if  or  ni^  of  OuJ-s 
wrath,  Bi^rr  the  fercticTt  trumps  which 

relate  10  tbe  judgment*  that  ial  the  way  to, 
tnd  thoald  UJitt  in  the  rain  of  Aiukluifl; 
ndAhe  Ibsr  firft  trumpets*  nrnler  the  fc* 
Mth-fiil,  (eJtap*  viii.)  which  relate  to  the 
4ctintftioa  of  the  Roman  empire,  and  rcasft 


T  E. 

way  tor  the  rife  of  Aitfichrifh  They  art  re* 
prtfcntrf  in  both,  a$  itpnn  “  die 

**  earth,  the  the  add  ftrartaW 

11  n|  ware'1,  atul.tbc  rwu/'  stn'-l  th;z(  in  the 
fim  orHtrr ;  which  may  jirJmirc  tLat  ;hc 
flep*  of  her  fall  flttJi  be  ia  fmei  able  £0  iLoit 
of  her  rift. 


Ch.  *vi. 


72*  RBTBiiTioN  farapirafiJ, 


•tut,  a nd  f«wd 

out  bit  vial  ipoa 
the  earth ;  and 
thm  Idl  a 


nortbme  and  fiie> 
vou  five  U(W 
oa  the  men  which 
bad  the  mark  of 
the  heart,  ted 
ftp*  then  wfcfcfc 
*or  [hipped  Us 
image. 


|  And  tbe&- 
condingd  pour* 

ed 


thejftr^  angel  wmrjfojthaand  poured  out  his  cup  of  divine 
wrath  upon  the  earth  %  which  may  fignify  people  of 
various  countries,  and  chiefly  of  the  inland  parte  of 
the  a  nuchriftian -territories  ;  And  thereupon*  *  me* 
thought*  the  molt  loathfome  and  painful  boils  and  ul¬ 
cers  like  one  of  the  plagues  of  Egypt,  fEsod*  ix.  y,— 
1 i-)  broke  out  upon,  and  tormented  this  fpiritual  Egypt, 
in  various  miferies  which  befel  them,  even  the  fafcje&s 
of  the  papacy,  that  had  complied  with  the  authority 
and  corruptions  of  the  antichriftian-beaft,  and  made 
an  open  profelSon  of  the  idolatrous  worship  that  be 
bad  fet  up,  (chap*  xiii.  15*  fee  the  note  there) ;  *  which 
may  be  conudered*  as  referring  to  the  general  corrup¬ 
tion  of  faith,  worihip,  and  manners,  and  the  fore  dif- 
defies,  in  body  and  mind,  of  [he  profeflbrs-of  this 
apoflate  church, -when  dreadful  'dtvaftatiou  was  made 
upon  them,  as  occasioned  by  the  contentions  and  quar¬ 
rels  which  arofe  between  popifh  princes  after  the 
death  of  Lewis  Grnamed  the  PUus,  and  continued  fot 
a  long  time*  betwen  the  year  tnt  thou/and  and  thirty, 
and  nine  hundred  eighty-eight. 

Vial  II- 3  3  And  tbe  angel  poured  oat  his 
cup  of  divine  wrath  upon  the  fea\  which  may  fignify 


N  O 

*  As  the  fiirt  of  theft  vUlt,  tad  confc- 
qoutthlU  th«tfolbwf.b  exprtfely  Jnd  to  be 
peum  sot  upon  tbe  men  tbit  had  u  the 
u  miik  el  the  beaft,  and  worddpped  hu 
41  image,”  we  mqft,  I  think,  ooncladertbat 
the  j&dgmcnu,  intended  by  them,  are  frch 
1$  were  to  be  executed  upon  the  antidirifthn 
church,  during  the  period  of  **6p  years, 
after  the  Pope  had  obtained  bU  temporal 
power.  And  though »  among  the  many  dif¬ 
ferent  eoeflnftftkms  about  thdr  oceompllfli- 
meat,  It  does  not  become  tit  to  be  positive  in 
cither  of  them;  yet  Mr  Lmoiq'i  pleaTct 
me  bertj  o  It  prtfctvci  the  fedd,  a*  far  m 
they  hare  hitherto  appeared  by  hirtorka! 
fifb,  in  a  moft  regular  orders  Wotmds, 
11  bnafes,  tad  petrifying  few ;  wounds 
**  that  ftiqk,  and  are  corrupt,  and  loath- 
"  feme  dfeafei,”  are  rtrifcing  figure*  of  a 

corrupt  and  mUerable  condition,  ifk*  i*  i,  €• 
mod  PC  uavliL  j,  7.  Accordingly*  tbe 
44  Doftbmc  tad  grimes  laves"  ore  a  fit  em- 
Ncm  to  reprefeut  a  corrupt  and  calamitous 
date  of  tbe  worftippers  of  the  bead;  and 
this  the  bin  now  mentioned  learned  writer 
thinks  may  relate  to  14  all  fbrti  of  eocrup- 
lions  that  gained  gtotiad,  and  prevailed  10 
tbe  Romllh  church  and  Jbte,  which  brought 
a  painful  ion,  and  was  in  great  mciiprcthc 
on  re  of  thofc  many  evils  that  for  a  bog 
time  afBtfted  tbe  Inhabitants  of  the  tilth, 
dwlng  the  quarrels  and  coaltftj  between  the 
Vol.  VL  *  + 


T  EL 

fitccrflbra  of  Charles  the  Great,  and  wav 
an  occafion  of  many  other  calamities  that 
greatly  wakened  the  Weflern  Empire  by  the 
N-irman*  (who  were  Heathens)  invading  aad 
ravaging  feyml  parts  of  lrf  especially  in 
France ;  by  the  Saracens  ravaging  Italy  ;  and 
the  Hnnnrunc,  then  a  barbarous  and  brutal 
people,  1? leaking  io  upon  the  Genu  do¬ 
minions;  which  was  the  calami  tod  t  Rate  of 
the  Wertevn  Empire,  foe  above  100  yean 
from  the  draeb  of  Lewis  tbe  Floor,  A.  D* 
480,  to  the  fen  km  tit  of  the  Gcrmc* 
empire  In  Otho  the  Great,  A.  D»  sh** » 
end  well  agrees  td  the  prophetic  ddcription , 
and  to  the  rime  and  order  of  the  prophecies, 
with  refpert  to  cadi  other,’*  The  hiftoriCil 
fads  corrcfpondcnt  hereunto,  and  to  the  four  j 
following  vUU,  are  ftpported  by  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  writers  of  the  greateft  credit,  as  he 
hu  quoted  them  ar  large,  which,  a*  far  Si  l 
have  bod  opportunity  of  examining  them, 
appear  to  be  faithfully  rtprefented  —I  readi¬ 
ly  agree  with  this,  and  fooie  other  judicious 
CKprifitnrf,  that  whether  we  can  be  certain  as 
to  the  predfe  times  ond  contents  of  each  par- 
ticuhr  judgment*  fignified  by  the  fever*! 
vials  in  their  order,  or  not  there  is  a  gene- 
nl  nfe  to  ba  made  of  the  more  general  mean* 
irig,  if  we  were  to  underDbnd  no  more  of  it, 
for  the  encouragement  of  faith  and  gntlence, 
and  for  warning  ns  sgunft  filling  in  With 

the  great  apoflacy  of  this  period* 


3« 

X 

Ci\  out  M*  yUI 
upon  the  ami 

It  Smote  a£  the 

blood  of  a  dud 
jnan  ;  and  every 
living  iuul  died 
4a  thc-fta. 


paraphrafej. 


Ch.  m 


4  And  the  thir<f 
angel  poured  out 
his  vial  upon  the 
fivers  and  ftma-. 
tains  of  witcn ; 
and  rhry  became 


.  f  And  I  hewl 
tile  to  gel  of  the 
waters  fry,  Thou 
art  righteous,  O 
JL-ord,  which  art, 
and  wad,  and 
fhatt  be ;  becaule 
Uwu  haft  judged 


many  people  of  the  ‘-Rornifb  empire,  [chap.  xvii.  1 5,) 
that  dwelt  upon  the  hordetfi,  or  iflands  of,  and  traf¬ 
ficked  upon  the  fea :  And  as  the  waters  of  Nile,  in 
another  plague  of  Egypt,  were  turned  into  blood,  and 
the  fifties  in  that  greit  river  died,  ( Exsd.  vii,  1 7,  1 8.) 
fo  every  one  in  thofe  parts,  who  owned,  and  lived  in 
fubjecLion  to -the  pofuft)  power,  waa  in  danger  of  being 
mortally  wounded,  apd  of  his  blood  being  congealed, 
like  that  of  a  dead  man ;  thereby' intimating,  that  vaft 
multitudes  would  pe.riQi  in  the  ware,  that  would  (soft¬ 
ly  be  carried  on  by  fea ;  which?  may  be  confidered  as 
referring  to  the-  wars  that  enfued  upon  the  Pope’s 
claiming  a  power  of.  excommunicating  and  depoimg 
emperors,  and  to  the  holy  wars,  that  he  let  on  foot  for 
recovering  Jtntfahm ,  and  the  fepulchre  of  our  Lord 
and  the  holy  land,  from  the  Saracens,,  who  had  taken 
pofl'effion  of  it;  in  which  wars  many  hundred  thou- 
lands  of  papifts  loft  their  lives:  All  which'  came  to 

pa  ft  between  the  year  one  tbmfajtd  and  forty ,  and  ele¬ 
ven  hundred  and  ninety . 

Vi  al.  III.J  4  And  the  third  angel  poured  out  his  cup 
of  divine  wrath  .on  the  rivers  and fountains  of  maters  ; 
which  may  alfo  Ggnify  a  multitude  of  people  in  fonie 
principal  countries  of  the  popedom ;  and  thereupon,  as 
the  firearm,  rivers,"  ponds,  and  pools,  as  well  as  the 
great  river  Nile,  in  the  fore  mentioned  plague  of 
Egypt,  became  blood,  (Exod.  vii.  19, — 21.)  To  it  was 
intimated,  that  thefc  countries  fliould  be  filled  with 
blood ;  which  may  be  confidered  as  referring  to  the 
dreadful  civil  wars  between  the  'Uvelpbs  and  CibeUinet, 
and  between  popes  and  emperors,  that  continued  for 
above  a  hundred  years,  and  oceaiioned  raft  effuGons 
of  the  blood  of  the  inhabitants  of  cities,  towns,  and  vil¬ 
lages  in  mpft  parts  of  Italy,  between  -  the  year  iweke 

hundred,  and  thirteen  hundred  ftventy-one ,  which  COC 
off.  abundance  of  the'  pope’s  dependents,  and  was  a 
great  diminution  of  his  power. 

y  And  no  firaner  had  this  angel  executed  his  com- 
inHIion  for  pouring;  out  his  vial  of  divine  wrath  upon 
the  countries,  fignified  by  the  rivers  and  fountains  of 
waters  to  turn  \hem  into  blood,  than  1  heard  him  fay, 
with  a  voice  of  fqlc.mn  adoration,  and  praife,  Juft  and 
righteous  are  thefc  awful  difpenfations  of  thy  provi¬ 
dence,  O  Lord,  who  in  thy  being  and  perfections, 
counfels  and  appointments,  art,  and  ever  aft,  and 
wilt  be  from  cverlafting  •  to  evtrrl ailing  unchangeably 
the  fame:  Thy  ways  of  judgment  ever  have  been,  are, and 
will  btj  all  righteous;  and.  thou  tnuft,  and  ftialt  bejuftlfied 


h,  nu 


Tbe  R.  s  v  e  L  a  t  rex  parapbrafed.  323 


6  For  they  bare 
feed  ilie  M001I  of 
fjinti  and  pro* 
phets,  and  thou 
hall  {Iren  then 

blood  to  driut; 
f,»r  they  arc 
nmhy* 


7  And  I  herd 

another  .out  of 
themfar  A j,  Etoi 
fo ,  Lora  God 
Almighty,  true 
and  nghttoos  m 
tby  judgment!* 


in  them,  and  particularly  in  the  judgment  now  de¬ 
nounced}  becaufe,  .in  this  way  of  retribution,  thou  haft 
juftiy  retaliated  upon  this  perfecting  blood-ibirfty  peo¬ 
ple  the  very  'feme  Fort  of  pun  iftmtem  as  they  had  wick- 
edly  infliQed  upon  thy  church. 

6  For  they  have*-  in  a  ,  mo  ft  cruel  manner,  imbrued 
thetT  hands  in  the  hlood  qf  thy  holy  people 'and  mini- 
ftring  ferranta,  *tbat  have  fuffered  martyrdom,  and 
therein  bore  an  honourable  teflimony  to  thee  and  thy 
caufe,  and  fealed  it  with  their  blood}  Which  may  be 
confidered  as  referring  to  the  W zldenfet  and  Albigenfes , 
great  numbers  of  which  had  been  lately  perfecuted  unto 
death  at'  the  mitigation  of  Pope  Innocent  the  third  *  ( 
who  alfo  fet  up  a  bloody  court  of  Inquijiticn,  about  tbe 
vear  twelve  hundred  and  twelve :  And  therefote  thou~ 
naft  given  them,  a  cup  of  wrath  to  drink,  by  fending 
the  fword  among  them,  that  they  may’£*  drunken  with 
tbeir  own  bloody  (Ife.  xlix.  36.)  ;  and  haft  thereby  re¬ 
warded  their  iniquity  upon  tbeir  own  heads}  for  by 
their  murderous  ctuef ties  they  have  highly  deferred  ir. 

7  And  the  equity  of  this  divine  procedure  Was  fo  e- 
vident  and  affecting,  that,  methought,  I  immediately 
heard  the  voice  of  another  angel,  who,  as  it  were,  per- 
fonated  the  fouls  under  the  altar,  that  had  been  long 
ago  flaia  by  Asm** Paging  {ebap.  vi.  9.)  e echoing  back 
to,  and  joining  in  this  foJeran  applaufe,  to  signify  the 
confent  and  approbation  of  tbe  whole  church,  faying. 
Amen,  1  heartily  concur  with  this  afeription  of  glory  to 
tby  righteonlhefs  in  this  way  of  thy  judgments,  O  Al¬ 
mighty  Jehovah,  who  baft  made  known  tby  great  power 
herein  :  Thou  art  true  in  fulfilling  thy  threatnings  of 
thine  enemies,  and  faithful  in  performing  tby  promlfes 
to-  thy  people;  and  art  undeniably  and glorioufiy  juft 
in  in  (lifting  tbis  deferred  puniftiment  on  fuch  a  blood- 
thirfty  generation;  as  thou  alfo  art  in  all  the  judg¬ 
ments,  which  thou  haft  begun  to  execute,  and  wilt 

furthet 


NOTE. 

*  Hit  Walden &f  me  fo-  called'  from  extirpating  heretic,  as  they  were  called :  In 
Waldo,  a  dtixcit  of  Lyon*  in  France;  and  order  to  which  he  appo'imcd  oxntnifltriea  to 
dvAUpnfa  took  their  name. from  Attn,  inquire  after  them.  They  that  were  fnf- 
mother  dry  of  Fiance  in  the  upper  Law  pecked  of  netefy  were  cxanrfa=J  by'toiture  > 
goedoc,  where  they  fir£t  appeared  t  and  their  and  tbe  scented  were  not  allowed  the  pnv*- 
opinion,  were  moQly  the  time  with  thede  of  kgs  of  defending  ihemfetves,  or  roabing  say 
the  Waldewes,  who  declared  againft  the  an-  appeal.  At  firft  they  were  pwnUhed  with 
thority  of  the  Pope,  and  many  corrupt  ion*  inapt  ifongicnt;  a  .'ter- rani  were  put  to  death 
of  the  Romifli  church;  iiich  a*  Tran  fob.  by  the  fword,  and  moft  commonly ,  at  length, 
Uantution,  Purgatory  pcayinefnr  tha  deni,  by  burning :  And  in  the  year  im  lay  fame, 
and  wodUppiitff  of  tainta.  Thefe  toward  or  mS  lay  others,  be  made  Dominion,  a 
tbe  beginning  of  the  13th  century  were  per*  Spaniard,  iiKjuiStor-fcncral.  (Vid.  Spanh* 
teented  under  the  indueoce  of  Pope  Innocent  EccleT.  |£lt.  p.  i<?|r,  &r.) 

UL  who  ctefted  a  Court  of  Itujitilitioa  for 

X  2 
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•  And  the 
fourth  angel  prop- 
•d  out  bb  vial 
Upon  the  fiiti  j 
qnd  power  vu 
pven  unto  him  !o 
torch  uua  with 
fire* 


And  men 
*ere  torched 
HfJth  great  hm, 
ud  bUfphemod 
tfe  name  of  God, 
which  hath  poor* 
cr  orcr  theft 
playon:  and  they 

repented  not  to 
(ivs  him  glory. 


further  carry  on,  tall  thou  flialt  utterly  deftroy  the 
dntichriftian-,  as  thou  haft  the  Pagan  periecuton. 

Vial  IV.)  8  And  the  fourth  angel  pouted  out  bis 
cap  of  divine  wrath  on  the  fim ;  which,  being  tbe 
chief  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  is  a  fit  emblem  of  the  fu- 
preme  power  or  headOiip  over  the  church,  which  is 
claimed  by  the  Pope,  as  Jacob,  the  father  of  the  fa¬ 
mily,  was  figntfied  by  the  Jim  in  Jefeplf*  prophetic 
dream :  {Gen.  xxxvii.  9,  10.)  And  the  angel  had  a 
commiOion,  by  means  of  this  judgment,  to  bring  tor* 
menting  diftrefles  on  the  wicked  men  of  the  earth,  as 
extreme  and  deftrufkirc  as  are  produced  by  the  moft 

violent  burning  heat  of  the  fun,  when  it  fmites  the 
eacth,  and  its  fruits  and  inhabitants,  as  with  fire  in  a 
hot  andfuitry  day,  without  any  (bade  to  fereen  them 
from  it.  (See  Pf.' exxi.  d.) 

-  9  Accordingly  tbe  Popes  tbemfelres,  together  with 
the  fubjeQs  cf  the  papacy,  were  as  ior'ly  affli&d  in 
body  and  mind,  as  by  tbe  parching  and  noxious  heat 
of  the  fun,  when  it  mines  in  full  ftrengtb,  and  burns 
np  all  before  it ;  whicb  may  be  confidered  as  referring 
to  the  terrible  calamities  that  arafe  from  various 
caufes,  and  particularly  from  the  ambitions  intrigues 
and  furious  wars  that  woe  carried  on  between  federal 
Popes  for  the  papal  chair,  between  the  year  thirteen 
hundred  feventy- eight  and  fifteen  hundred  and  thirty  t- 

And  under  all  thefe  piercing  calamities,  they  who 

fuffered 


N  O 

r  f  There  were  merry  warm  oontefts  be- 
tween  Urban  and  Clement  VJL  ;  and  after- 
wdid  between  Eugene  IV,  and  Fdixj.bcfidci 
other  intermediate  competitors  for  the  Pepe- 
dontj  which  they  fcrexally  claimed  at  tbe 
ftme  time  This  occilioned  eacamfbunkt- 
tiAos  one  of  another,  and  violent  perfect- 
tiuQf  and  wars,  that  were  fcvcrcly  diihdEng 
tn  thunfdra,  and  to  their  itfpeditt  adhe¬ 
rent**  tturiog '  tk  fchllm,  which,  iaviftg' 
lfcHcd  fee  above  50  yen*,  ended  about 
A*  K  144b  Herr  may  *lfi>  he  a  further 
irferente'  to  tbe  fthifra  between  the  Greek 
tod  Latin  diuichct,  and  the  wart  between 
the  Chriftbnt -of  (he  Eaftcra  and  WeRem 
.  Empiie,  which  remarkably  wakened  both, 
atid  (pvc  the  Turks  an  advantage,  which  tf- 
fiud  is  their  taking  Gonlhattnople  about 
A.  D.  t4f3}  andptutingaittfidto  tbeEs.fi- 
ern  Empini  Others  fills  further  take  on  the 
cordjdcratton  of  a  pefHlenmi  diftemper, 
whidi  fpcead  Kfce  fire  in  tier  many  about . 
A*TL  1519,  and  hadinfcfUdEne&odina' 
faceting  ficknefr  feme  years  bewff.  -  All 
vUcfa  events  were  between  the  year  1378 

tnd  Ff}o.  Within  this  period*  uis  the 


T  E, 

Council  of  CaaftaocE,  whicb  about  A-  D. 
1414,  condemned  John  Haft*  and  aftcrwatJt 
Jerome  of,  Prague,  to  be  burnt  to  death  for 
oppoiiag  the  Pope  f  and  they  were  accord* 
ingly  executed,  contrary  to  the  mofi  fixkmu 
promifes  of  Aft  pa  Aborts,  under  praaw 
that  ”  ao  faith  is  to  be  kept  whh  heretics." 
(dec,  for  theft  fsfta;  the  authorities  quoted 
in  Mr  Low  man’*  hiftory  of  ib«n.)- — --Some 
have  included  theft  villaioom  executions  in 
**  the  frorchlng  beat  of  the  ton,  B-jI  as 
all  tbe  judgments,  figiufitd  by  the  viab, 
were  to  fall  on  ihe  papal  party,  1  can  frarce 
think  that  this  vul  related  to  the  death  of 
theft  noble  wUtwfic*  again  ft  the  corrmprions 
of  Rome;  though,  probably,  k  might  to 
the  vexation  which  thewbrave  tefiimony  to 
the  death  gave  their  adraftricVand  to  the 
Bohemian  war  that  was  oceifioncd  by  this 
dmpe  of  the  Council  of  Onflincc,  and 
the  cxccuuonof  it-,  which  eofi  grot  num¬ 
bers  of  Pitpilta  their  litesi  And  ihrir  going 
into  theft  violent  meaftirc*,  while  the  hi’ul 
of  God  lay  fo  heavy  upon  them,  may,  per¬ 
haps,  be  pointed  at,  by  “  their  not 
*r  tog*  to  gjrc  him  glory/* 


Ch.  rL 


The  Revelation  p&raphra/ed. 
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10  And  the  fifth 
gd  poorat  oot 
r  vij  upon  tb§ 
fat  of  ihc  beafi} 
and  hb  luo^dcMQ 

mi  full  of  dart* 
ncfi>  and  they 
ge**cd  their 

toofw  Jot  pda» 


n  AoA  bW- 
phrm'd  the  God 
of  heaven  because 
of  their  paint  and 
t^cr  £ir%  and 
repented  not  of 
th  dr  dcttlt* 


fuffered  by  them  were  enraged  at  them  5  and,  like  a 

wicked  people  of  old)  /retted  themfeives ,  and  eur/ed 

their  Gad,  (Ua.  vtH.  ai.)  quarrelling  with,  and  re¬ 
proaching  his  providence,  who  had  power  to  or 

remove  thefe  puoi  foments  :  And  they  hardened  them- 
felves  in  their  cruel  and  idolatrous  pratticcs,  and  evil 
ways,  and  ohftinately  reftifed  tfa  give  glo'ry  to  him,  by 
acknowledging  the  jnffice  of  his  dealings  with  them) 
and  by  confefling  their  iniquities)  and  accepting  the 
pu  nr  foment  of  theni)  or  forfaking  them)  hot  ft  ill  per- 
lifted  in  them;  which  may  befoppofed  to  refer  to  their 
barbarous  and  perfidious  persecutions  of  John  Hufs,  and 
Jerome  of  Prague,  not  with  ft  an  ding  all  the  judgments 
which  they  themfeives  were  groaning  under. 

Vial  V.]  10  And,  neat  in  order)  the  fifth  Srigd 
poured  out  bis  cup  of  divine  wrath  upon  the  throne 
(V"**)  of  the  anuebriftian  beaft,  the  emblem  of  his 
pirwer\  which  io  prophetic  Idle  is  fignified  by  a  throne  \ 

[a  Sam.  iii.  10.  and  vti.  16.  and  1  Kings  1.  37)  47.) 
And  may  be  conGdered  as  referring  to  the  great  {hock 
that  was  gins  to  the  authority  and  dominion  of  the 
Pope,- by  the  glorious  Prote/lant  Reformations  when,  be¬ 
tween  the  yew fifteen  hundred  and  thirty ,  and  fixicat 
hundred  and  fifty,  it  was  completely  eftabitflied,  and 
many  nations  fell  off  from  him*  and  turned  tbeir  arms 
againft  him  \  and  others  retrenched  their  obedience  to 
his  authority  *,  which  was  a  great  eclipfe  of  his  glory 
and  diminution  of  his  power,  and  a  fore  vexation  to 
his  Spirit,  and  to  the  fubjeds  of  his  kingdom,  which, 
like  one  of  tbe  plagues  of  Egypt,  (Exod.  x.  at,— 13.) 
was  full  of  hideous  darkneli,  the  emblem  of  difconlo- 
late  foyrow  and  alHifdon,  [Ifa.  v.  30.  and  ix.  1.)  and 
was  fo  diftreffipg  to  them,  that  they  raged  like  perfons, 
who  bite  tbeir  tongues  for  madncls  and  extremity  of 

juiguifo. 

1 1  And  in  Read  of  being  reclaimed  by  tbefe  troubles 
from  their  fuperftition, idolatry,  and  perfections,  they' 
continoed  inveterate  enemies  to  Chrift  and  the  gofpel  s 
and,  in  efTe£k,  fpoke  opprobrioufly  of  the  great  Lord 
of  haven  and  earth,  on  account  of  his  bringing  many 
painful  anxieties  and  lore  rebukes  upon  them,  though  it 
were  for  their  iniquities ;  Which  may  be  confident!  aa 
pointing  at  their  reviling  tbe  firft  reformers,  and  tbeir 
adherents,  as  Sebifmatics,  Heretics  and  Apofiates ,  and 
inveighing  againft  their  reparation,  and  tbe  means  ufed 
to  fupport  it,  though  apparently  under  the  condufi  of 
the  God  uf  heaven,  as  unlawful,  damnable,  and  rebel- 
lions:  And;  fo  blind  and  hardnyd  were  their  hr  arts, 


3*4 


The  RETBLif  ioh  paraphrafed*  Ch. xvi. 


ti  And  tbc 

£*th  sfiwl  pent- 
cd  out  l\\s  rill 
upon  the  grcwl 
tivtx  Eujkhntcf  ; 

Miid  the  water 
thereof  wa$  drkd 
vpi  that  the  way 
pf  thekiii^of  the 
«4ft  in  ^ht  be  pre¬ 
pared* 


1}  A  oil  1  fkw 
three  anclean  fpi- 

tits 


that  they  would  take  no  coim£tion  of  the  evil  of  their 
doings,  as  the  procuring  caufe  of  all  the  pimilbmenis 
that  befel  them  ;  which  might  refer  to  the  council  of 
Treaty  that,  notwithstanding  all  the  light  of  the  Refor¬ 
mation,  cflabliflied  the  whole  fyftcm  of  their  corrupt 
doctrines  and  idolatrous  worfhip;  the  council  beginning 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1545,  and  ending  in  the  year  1563. 

Vial  VI.J  12  And  the  ftxtb  angel  poured  out  his 
cup  of  divine  wrath  upon  the  great  river  Euphrates 
which,  literally  taken,  was  the  eaftera  part  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  empire,  and  the  barrier  of  the  Affytian  and  Baby¬ 
lonian  empires;  and  fo  was  a  proper  emblem  of  the 
eaftern  boundaries  of  the  papal  kingdom :  And  by  the 
pouring  out  of  this  vial  the  barrier  was  deftrpyed,  that 
had  prevented  invafions  from  thofe  quarters  upon  the 
popedom ;  which,  in  alluGon  to  the  draining  of  Ett* 
fhratei  by  Cyrus,  when  he  took  Babylon,  (lfa.  xliv.  27, 
28.  Jer.  L'  38.  and  li»  36,  37.)  *  may  be  fignified  by 
the  drying  up  of  the  waters  of  the  great  river  Evphra- 
tes ,  that  a  paflage  might  be  opened  for  the  Turks,  or 
fomc  princes  of  eaftern  countries,  to  invade  mytUcal 
Babylon  \  and  may  be  fuppofed  to  relate  to  fome  power¬ 
ful  invafion  of  the  kingdom  of  the  papacy  by  that  peo¬ 
ple,  as  a  future  judgment,  which  is  not  yet  executed 
upon  it ;  butts  ftiil  to  come,  as  the  next  is  that  flia.ll 
follow  it  j  and  is  to  be  prayed  and  waited  for  with  faith 
and  patience,  and  to  be  explained  by  events,  which 
Avail  as  certainly  be  brought  to  pals,  in  God’s  time,  to 
fulfil  thefe  parts  of  the  prophecy,  as  any  of  the  fore¬ 
going  have  been,  and  as  all  the  reft  (halt  be,  in  theirprder. 

1 3  And  I  farther  law,  in  my  vifion  of  what  would 
come  to  pafs  under  this  vial,  a  figurative  reprefeotation 
of  three  impure  fpirits,  which,  in  allufion  to  another 
plague  of  Egypt,  (Exod.  viii.  3, — -6.)  were  as  filthy 

and 


NOTE. 

*  See  Dean  Priduui’f  account  at  Itrn  of  flacks,  fuch  u  the  terror  of  the  bulb, 
tile  draining  of  the  river  Eu phrases  by  Cyra,  cdifls,  and  cenfures  of  Rome,  that  bad  he¬ 
at  bit  taking  Babylon,  (Cnnncft.  part  1.  fore  prevented  the  princes  of  Europe  fron 
hook  a.  p,  tax,  &c.  edit.  4th.) — There  arc  invading  the  Pope**  dominion,,  but  trill  no 
indeed  (everal  other  interpretations  of  this  longer  be  a  terror  or  bartnthem,  which  Uicfc 
vial  than  that  luppofed  iu  the  punphnir,  writers  f upjxsfe  may' be  figntfied  by  the  fijgii— 
vli'rt  may  b:  feat  in  many  eapafiiorc. '  rativc  Euphrates  being  dried  op.-  Bill  1 
Irene  refer  it  to  the  coneefljog  of  the  Jews,  humbly  apprehend  that  we  want  light  fME- 
a*.  bp): fied  by  “  the  king,  of  the  in  rient-to  determine  any  thing  puticularlv 
order  to  wbidi  the  Turkiib  empire  h  fo  be  about  fudi  an  obi'eure  rejnrienution  of  this 
weakened  t  Others  think  th;t  fome  newly-  vial,  till  the  providence  of  God  (ball  turn 
converted  prince,  of  the  Fart  will  p»fs  Ed.  the  prophecy  into  a  Jiiftory,  in  the  follilltncnt 
phnau,  to  join  with  the  true  church  of  of  ir,  by  fomc  eminent  iudgmeut  upon  the 
Guilt ;  Other,  nuderflaael  It  as  r-laticc  to  papacy,  greater  than  all  that  bas  preceded 
the  rein  of  the  Ttrk:!h  empire,  or  Ealtcrn-  it, 

Antiditift ;  others,  to  the  removal  uf  ofc- 


Cb.  in. 

tvs  like  frogs 

ii Wf  out  of  the 

n*uh  of  ikcdri* 
ami  out  of 
Ui  mouth  of  the 
and  out  &f 
ilif  nwuth  of  the 
fJ St  prophet* 


Tie  Revelation  paraphrafeJ. 
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14  For  they  arc 

ihcfjririts  of  de* 
vi&;  working  mi¬ 
nder.  w/jtph  go 
forth  unto  the 
ViLijH  of  the 
tirth,  and  of  the 
vrhole  world,  to 

piber  tlicm  to 
The  Wife  of  that 
irrrat  d*y  of  God 

Almighty. 


ij  Bdidif,  ! 
as  arhief* 
it  he  that 
^;Jiah  T  zntl 
kutpeth  itis  gar¬ 
ments,  kit  be 

valtTttkci,  and 

thi*y  ix  hb 
Ibunc* 


and  lotbfome  as  the  frogs  that  crept  into  their  bed* 
chambers)  and  crawled  about  on  the  earth  and  in  the 
waters}  and  may  be  considered  as  an  emblembf  the 
a&ivity,  trouble)  and  mifeh  ief  of  -  thefe  wicked  fplrits, 
which  w«re  reprefented  as  proceeding,  one  oat  of  the 
mourh  of  the  great  dragon,  the  devil,  [chap,  xii*  9.)  } 
another  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  arttichriflian  beaR» 
which  has  feven  heads  and  ten  horns  with  crowns  upon 
them,  {chap.  xiii.  1.) 5  and  a  third-out  of  the  meixth  of 
the.  fecond  re  pre  fen  tat  ion  of  the  amichrtftian  bcai’t, 
which  appealed  with  two  horns  like-alamb,  but  fpeke 
as  a  dragon,  {(bap.  xiii.  it.)  which  may  a!fo  be  fitly 
filled  the  felfe. prophet.  {Chap,  six*  20.  and  rr.  10.) 
Thefe  united. together  in  fending  forth  their  emifiaries, 
fucb  as  the  Jefuits,  Monks,  and  friars,  and  fecular  cler¬ 
gy,  to  creep,  into  the  fecret  councils  of  princes,  that 
they  might  corrupt  them,  as  the  frogs  of  Egypt  crept 
into. the. chambers  of  the  king*,  {Exact,  viii.  3.)  and  to 

fpread  wicked  principles  and  ptaftices  by  their  influence* 

14  For  thefe  ecclefiaftics  are  of  -  the  very  fame  fpiric 
and  temper  .with  the  infernal  demons,  who  excite  and' 
infiuer.es  them  to  make  falfe  pretences  and  appearan*. 
ces  -  of  wot  king  miracles,  as  the  magicians .  of  -Egypt 
did,  that  by  thefe  lying  -wcmfcrSt  and  other  crafty  me¬ 
thods,  they  might  deceive  the  princes  of  the  earth, 
and  particularly  of  the  papal  empire;  and  might  Air  up 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  world,  whom  they  could  draw 
into  their  ihterett,  to  engage  them  to  join  together  as  a 
formidable  army,  that  fhottl.d  fet  thcmfelves  in  battle- 
array  again  A  Chrlft  and  his  church,  in  their  laft  united 
and  molt  vigorous  oppoficion  to  thealmighly  God,  who 
is  infinitely  ftronger  than  all  his  enemies. 

15  As  .this  will  be  a  time  of  great  trial  to  the  church. 
The  Lord  Jcfus  hid,  Obferve  what  1  now  declare  bt> 
forehand,  ifor  their  caution  and  comfort,  I  will  corric 
as  fudiienly,  furprifingly  and  unexpectedly,  as  a’  thief 
in  the  night,  to  the  deftruftion  of  my  antichrillian  ene¬ 
mies, -.and  -the  deliverance  of  my  people  -from  their 
pow.er. .  Happy,  and  only  happy  is  that  man,  who  in  a 
prepared  waiting  and  locking  fur  it,  fhall  be  found  sit 

along,  aud  at  that  day,  to  be  upon  his  watch,  like  one 
who  by  that  means  keeps  his  garments  from  the  thief 
that  would  rob  him  of  them  ;  and  to  maintain  his  faith 
in  me  for  righteoufnefs  unto  eternal  life,  and  bis  inte¬ 
grity  and  foundnefi  in  principles  and  manners,  unspot¬ 
ted  by  the  defiling  doctrines  and  practices  of  popery ; 
left,  at. my  coming  to  take  vengeance  on  that  petty,  he 
be  excofed  co  difgrace  and  cciifuiiou,  like  the  man  who 

had 
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.  And  he  gp- 
Khcfai  them  to* 
ftfHer  into  a 
place,  died  io 
the,,  Hebrew 
torifcnc,  Arma¬ 
geddon* 


tr  And  the  ft- 
veoth  sogei  pour* 
td  out  hit  fbJ  jn- 
hi  the  air;  and 
there  cane  a  gmt 
voice  out  of  the 

tern  pie  of  hetrea, 
fn»m  the  throne. 
Joying,  It  it  done. 


ft  And  dim 
wit  Voice*,  and 
Umodcri  ,  and 
ligbtaingt ;  anti 
there  wss  a‘  gmt 

onh^nakc,  fhch 

as 


The  Revelation  parapirafid.  Ch. xvii* 

had  not  on  a  weddiDg-gannept,  (Mattb.  nil.  n,  n.) 
and  left,  tin  the  Ggbt  of  notneniDt  fpedaton^  he  bate 
nothing  to  cover  tfte  flume  of  hu  nuedodi. 

1 6  A  ad  it  was  (till  further  reprefented  to  me,  that, 
in  this  lift  ftruggle-againft  the  church,  the  devil,  at 
working  in  and  hf  wicked  and  ftducmg  ipirits,  would 
mutter  all  btS  forces  together  as  in  a  field  of  battle, 
which,  for  the  dreadful  daughter  that  would  then  be 
made  of  his  armies,  m ay  be  compared  to  that  famous 
place,  which,  according  to  the  fignification  of  the  He¬ 
brew  word  Armageddon,  is  the  mountain  of  Megitbh, 
(rw^)  in  the  tribe  of  Mdnafftb,  (Jofh.)  xvii.  Tl.); 
and  may  be  called  the  Mountain  c f  deJlnsBion,  where 
S  if  era  was  defeated,  and  his  numerous  faoft  cot  off  by 
Barak  with  the  edge  of  the  fword,  fade.  iv.  15, 
and  v.  19.)  and  where  king  Jefiab,  fornis  imprudent 
rafhnefs,  was  flatn  hy  Pharaoh  Necbo,  king  of  Egypt ; 
(2  Kings  xxai.  29,  30*)  on  which  account  the  greateft 
lamentations  were  proverbially  exprefled  hy  mourning  » 
the  valley  tf  Megiddon,  (ZtcL  x it.  xi,  12.) 

Vial  VII.)  17  And  upon  this  grand  defeat  of  antl- 
chriftian  powers,  The  fevertth  and  laft  of  the  angels 

poured  out  his  cup  of  divine  wrath  into  the  region  tf 
the  air,  which  encompafles  the  whole  earth,  as  an  em¬ 
blem  of  the  vengeance  that  ftiould  be  exccated  upon 
Satan,  the  prince  of  the  power  <f  the  air,  the  fpirit 
that  works  in  the  children  tfdifohedvnce ;  and  upon  all 
the  demons,  which  are  the  rulerf_  of  the  darhufs  of  this 
world,  and  fpiritval  'wicktdnejjcs  in  high  places :  (Epb. 
ii.  2.  and  vi.  12.)  And  to  fhew  that  this  would  be  the 
deflru&ion  of  Satan's  empire,  and  of  all  the  enemies 
of  the  church  with  him,  I  beard  a  loud  majeftic  voice, 
proceeding  from  the  throne  of  God  in  his  heavenly 
temple,  faying.  The  great  work  is  now  accomplished  \ 
it,<  according  to  a  former  hint,  that  has  been  given  of 
the  myttery  of  Gad,  as  to  be  finittied,  {chap.  x.  7.)  is 
now  brought  to  its  iffue ;  This  laft  cup  of  divine  wrath 
has  completed  the  judgments  which  God  had  purpoftd 
to  execare,  unco  the  total  overthrow  and  ruin  of  Satan 
and  all  his  agents,  that  they  may  no  longer  pervert  the 
do&rines  of  the  gofpcl,  or  perucute  Chrift*s  faithful 
Servants* 

18  And  as  a  further  lively  emblem  of  ibis,  me- 
fhought  I  heard  and  faw  in  the  air,  into  which  this  laft 
vial  was  poured,  liich  tremendous  and  aflonifhing 
founds,  and  cracks  of  thunder,  and  flatties  of  light¬ 
ning,  as  though  the  whole  frame  of  the  aerial  heavens 
were  diflbjving  j  and  thefe  were  attended  with  fucb  a 

terrible 
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the 
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ip  And  the 
peat  dtp  vn  di¬ 
vided  into  tie 
three  putt,  md 
the  citict  of  the 
nations  fell:  uid 
gieac  Baby  km 
cin>t  in  remem¬ 
brance  before 

God*  to  give  un¬ 
to  her  (he  dip  of 
the  nice  of  the 
farccodl  of  hb 
wrath* 


a*  And  every 
tfltnd-  0ed  *V4]Tt 
and  the  H<Hio- 
tains  were  oar 
found* 


terrible  and  utmerfal  earthquake*  and  of  [ach  mighty 
force*  as  was  neyer  felt  trace  the  earth  was  peopled  ; 
which  may  be  propofed  to  rep  re  Cent  fdch  amazing  con* 

-  Tuitions  and  commotions  in  this  world,  as  ftioold  make 
a  thorough  change  4n  the  whole  fyftem  of  its  religions 
affairs*  to  the  entire  deftro&on  of  the  diomihion  of  the 
devil,  together  with  all  antichrifthn  powers  apon  earth  } 
and  to  the  letting  up  of  that  glorious  Hate  of  the  church, 
in  which*  as  has  been  hinted,  (chap.  xi.  15.)  the  king¬ 
doms  of  this  world  /ball  become  the  kingdom*  If  the  Lord 
and  of  his  Ckrf/l  ;  and  will  be  a  lively  image  of  the 
heavenly  flare  of  perfeft  happinels,  when  Cod  will  make 
all  things  sew.  {Chap.  xxi.  5.) 

19  And  the  immediate  cme£t  of  this  amazing  cata- 
firophe%  as  reprefenred  in  vi&oit,  was,,  that  the  great. 

ty  of  Rome>  the  head  of  the  papal  empire,  and  all  un¬ 
der  its  jurifdi&ion,  were  terribly  fluttered,  and  divided 
into  three  parts,  to  be  deftroyed  by  three  forts  of  pu» 
nifhment,  in  allufion  to  the  threatnings  denounced  *- 
gainft  Jerufalem  arid  the  foliate  Jews  for  their  aho- 
minatiftns,  when  God  laid,  A  third  port  <rf  thee  /hall 
die  with  the  pe file  nee  ^  and  with  famine  /bail  they  be  con* 
fumed  in  the  midjl  of  thee  •>  and  a  third  part  Jbail  fail  by 
the  fword  round  about  thee  1  and  I  wilt  feat  ter  a  third 
part  into  all  the  winds ,  and  I  will  draw  out  a  /word  af¬ 
ter  themt  (Ezek.  t,  12.)  And,  together  with  rhe  capi¬ 
tal  city  of  the  antichriltian  empire,  the  other  cities  un¬ 
der  its  dominion,  and  the  aria  of  alt  nations  that  op¬ 
posed  Chrift  and  his  gofpel*  fell  in  the  wide-fpreadiog 
rains :  And  the  whole  of  that  idolatrous  and  p  eric  ea¬ 
ting  body,  which  is  myflicaljy  ailed  Babylon  t  (chap* 
xv ii,  j.)  and  Sodim,  and  Egypt y  (Chap.  xi.  S.)  and 
feemed  to  be  forgotten  of  God,  through  his  long-fuf- 
fering  and  patience,  was  now  remembered  by  him,  to 
take  vengeance  upon  her  for  all  her  wickednefs,  cor¬ 
ruptions  and  op  predion  s,  to  make  her  drink  the  dregs 
of  the  cup  of  his  fierce  indignation,  as  filled  up  with 
the  moft  deadly  ingredients,  without  mixture  of  mercy* 
{ebap.  xiv.  10.)  in  the  fevere  punifltments  tbit  were 
inflicted  upon  her,  by  way  of  retaliation  for  her  haviog 
made  the  inhabitant s  <f  the  earth  drunk,  with  the  wine 
of  her  fornication.  (Chap.  xvii.  2.) 

20  And  as-carth  quakes  Sometimes  fwallow  up  i Hands, 
and  overturn  mountains,  this  punifhment  was  repre¬ 
sented  to  he  fo  ext  en  five,  as  to  reach  every  place  wbeire 
antichrilHan  enemies  dwelt,  that  they  might  no  longer 
be  found,  either  on  the  iflands  or  continents  of  tbit 

earth  ) 
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earth;  and  that  the  idols,  which  were  wont  to  be  wor¬ 
shipped  upon  mountains,  might  be  utterly  deftroyed, 

3i  And  fli«*  And,  to  fet  forth  the  universal  and  total  mm  of 

^cv^Ts  empire,  there  were  riot  only  reprefentations 
of  hoven,  every  of  thunder,  lightning  and  an  earthquake,  to  deftroy 
pH*  about  the  cities,  to  wits,  and  villages,  and  to  overthrow  iflands  and 

and  *tnen  niountams  within  its  dominion  ;  but  wherefoever  men 
Unboned  God  fled*  as  in  cafes  of  earthquakes  they  life  to  do  into  the 
beeiiife  of  die  folds,  to  efcape  danger,  there  was  no  fafety  for  them-, 

hut  ftorms  of  hail,  like  one  of  the  plagues  of 

%Un»t  vac  cxr  EgJ?**  (Exod,  is-  32,— 2£*}  though  incxprdliWy  more 
mdioegieau  terrible  than  that ,  or  than  the  (torn*  pf  hail- ft  ones 

which  fell  upon  the  ArmnUs^  (Jo(h*  x.  u.)  or  than 
any  other  before  cr  after  thofe,  were  ft  owe  red  down 
from  heaven  upon  them,  to  cruft  and  daft  them  to 
pieces:  Every  ilone  of  which  feemed  to  be  of  fuch  an 
aftoniftimg  fize,  as  if  k  were  a  talent  in  weight;  And 
yet  thefe  obdurate  impenitent  wretches,  in  Head  of  ta¬ 
king  conviction  of  their  iniquities,  and  faying,  even  fo 
much  as  the  hard-hearted  Pkaroah  did  under  the  plague 
of  hail,  the  Lord  is  righteous^  and  w  are  wicked,  (Exotl* 
ix.  27.}  fp?ak  blafphemoufly  again  ft  the  prtmdeoteof 
God  therein,  as  tf  be  had  dealt  unjuftly  by  them :  For 
their  diftrefs  and  angnith,  byraeansof  tbisiaftcupof 
hi*  wrath,  was  intolerably  tormenting  to  them,  as  will 
be  found,  in  God's  appointed  time,  for  hnifhmg  their 
deftruftioa*  {Chap*  xvtii*) 


TIECO  LLECT10NS, 

How  mzmfeftly.  righteous  are  the  judgments  of  God,  that  fhould  be  executed, 
an  due  f&iCbn,  up on  anriehriltiun  idolaters  and  percenters,  and  all  tbe  wicked 
and  ungodly  of  the  earth  1  They  aft  under  the  influence  of  unclean  diabolical 
fpirits,  which  deceive  the  nations,  and  fet  them  as  in  battle-array  again  ft  the  Al- 
mighty;  and,  rnftead  of  bring  reformed  by  one  and  another  judgment,  they  ob- 
ftinatdy  per  ft  ft  in  their  iniquitous  eomfes,  and  blafpheme  the  name  of  God*  as 
though  he  dealt  tinjnftfj  1:1  punching  them.  But,  how  long  foever  he  may  bear 
with  them,  he  has  bis  fotlme  for  cullmg  their  fins  to -remembrance*'  and  pouring 
out  the  vials  of  his  righteous  wrath  upon  them*  And,  Ah!  how  dreadful  arc 
the  calamities,  _  which  he  fo<mer  or  later,  will  iafiift  upon  them!  Thi-yarcas 
grievous  and  tonuentiug  as  the  turrit  ulcers  as  Daufeoas  and  mortal,  as  feasznd 
rivers  of  blood';  as  diftrriEng,  as  the  mnft  torching  heat  of  the  fun,  which,  like 
lire,  bums  up  ah  before  it;  as  duiriul,  as  the  thickeft  darknefs ;  as  expouri  to 
ortry  invading  mifcry,  as  a  country  that  has  no  barrier  for  its  defence;  and  as 
terrifying  and  overwhelming,  as  inexprdEble  tempefts  of  thunder,  lightning, 
earthquakes,  and  the  heavitft  frorms  of  hail,  beyond  all  that  ever  w,fa  felt  o^  the 
earth.  In  this  manner  fhall  the  worth!  p'pers  of  the  Waft,  aud  all  aivticbnftiart 
enemies,  drink  of  the  wrath  of  God,  till,  at  length,  they*  together  with  the 
whole  kingdom  and  power  of  Satan*  ftiaU  be  utterly  deftroyed.  And  who  mtdt 
rtit  Ciy  that  they  are  worthy  of  all  this,  as  a  juft  return  upon  them  for  the  blood 
of  the  faints,  which  they  have  flint ;  and  foraji  their  abominable  idolatries,  and 
other  multiplied  corruptions  in  doftrinc,' wbrihip,  and  manners  ?  God  will  be  ap* 
plaudcd,  as  holy,  righteous,  and  true,  in  tbefe  executions  of  wrath  ;  rtnd  his  diureh 
mutt  fay  Assess  to  his  jud^iu  j  thus  concerning  all*  that  qppreftid  and  tyrannised 
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over  them  during  the  reign  of  the  beaftl  With  what  hidden  and  unexpected  fur* 

prife  will  this  tremendous  d&y  of  the  Lord  c^mc,  like  alhtefiu  the  night!  Bleflcd 

are  they  that  (halt  then  be'Tuund  upon  their  watch*  and  appear  with  ipotlefe  robes 
of  righteoufnefs  and  honour  before  him* 


CHAR  XVII* 

j 

One  of  the  feven  angels*  which  had  the  ftven  vials*  explains  the  mean* 
ing  of  tbs  former  vijtons  of  tbs  antic  hr  ijlian  beafl  that  was  to  reign 
1760  years*  and  then  to  be  deftroyed*  wham  hs  defer ibes  under  the  fi¬ 
gure  of  a  great  whore  fitting  on  many  waters *  and  on  afearUt  be  aft  * 
attired  in  purple  and  fc$rlct  and  other  deckings ,  and  bearing  the 

name  tf  Myflery*  Babylon  the  great*  the  mother  of  harlots  and  abo¬ 
minations  (f  the  earth*  I.,— tf*  Interprets  the  myftcrp  of  the  woman* 
and  the  bcaji  that*  bad  ftven  heads ,  and  ten  horns*  and  of  tbemanp^ 
waters  on  which  foe  fat *  who  is  overcome  bp  the  Lt&nb*  anSTsrought 
to  condign  punt  foment  by  means  of  the  ten  kings  that  bad fupported 
her*  7, — iB* 


Tlxt. 


AND  there  came 
^  one  of  the  fc- 
ren  uibds  which 

hid  llw  fcvcu 
vblf,  and  talked 
with  me,  fiying 


unto  me,  Conic 
hither  ;  1  will 
i)izv  unto  thee 
the  jivlgmcit  of 
the  whore, 

that  lit-eth  upon 
pmu y  waicr*; 


a  With  whom 

the  kiitjj*  of  ihc 
earth  hi vc  com¬ 
mixed  fornica¬ 
tion,  and  the  in- 
habitcfs  of  the 
eir.h  hive  been 
made  drunk  with 
the  wine  of  her 
turrit  ;bn. 


Para  p  h  r  ase, 

A  FTER  the  foregoing  YtGons,  one  of  the  feren  an- 
gels,  wbo  were  employed  as  m  Snifters  of  jo  (lice  to 
pour  out  the  feven  cups  of  divine  wrath  upon  autfchrift, 
came  forth  and  communed  in  a  familiar  manner  with 
me,  as  an  angel  of  the  Lord  formerly  did  with  the  pro* 
phet  Zechariab*  (chap,  i.  <;,  &e.)  to  explain  who*  and 
what  were  meant  by  the  repre  fen  rations  which  had  been 
made  of  her,  faying  to  me,  Come  near,  and  I  will  give 
you  an  account  of  her  fins,  and  of  God's  righteous  pro* 
ceedings  in  condemning  and  punWIung  her,  who  may 
fitly  be  compared  to  a  great  (trumpet,  that  ftps  in  her 
heart*  I  Jit  a  queen*  andjbait fee  nojorrow *  (chap,  xvlii* 
7.}  j  and  fits  with  magnificent  pomp  and  power,  cafe* 
luxury,  and  allurements,  on  the  far  face  of  many  wafers* 
the  emblem  of  her  jurifdi£iion  over  many  nations  and 
people  :  The  more  particular  meaning  of  which  1  (hail 
fooo  fet  before  you*  ( ver *  15, — 18-) 

2  The  rcafon  of  her  being  called  the  great  whore  is, 
becaufe,  like  a  lewd  womans  Ihe  has  enticed  :he  princes 
and  governors  of  the  Roman  empire  to  commit  idolatry 
with  her,  which  is  f pi  ritual  fornication,  or  adultery  5  and 
the  carnally  minded  people  of  the  earth,  as  well  as 
their  rulers,  have  been  intoxicated  with  her  wicked  arts 
and  allurements,  fuch  as  her  honours  and  preferments, 
external  pomp  of  habits,  proceftions,  and  worlhip,  pre¬ 
tended  miracles,  difpen Cations  and  pardons,  and  other 
fpecious  motives,  to  draw  men  into  a  compliance  with 

her  idolatrous  principles  and  ptaftieesj  as  if  they  had 

been 


3  So  he  carried 
me  away  in  the 
fprrit  ante  the 
mtdernefi ;  txid  1 
ikw  a  woitua  fit 

upon  a  fcarlet* 
eelourtd  bead* 

full  of  nmes  of 

bEafpbtmy,  hav- 

tog  fcren  head** 
jtf4  ten  horn*. 


4  And  tbe'vo- 
man  btu  amyed 
in  purple,  and 
fcatktoPour,wd 
decked  *Uhgr»ldt 
and  prtfwwi 
ftoacs  and  pwi&, . 
haring  a  golden 
cap  tn  her  hiod 
full  of  iboniTii&* 
tif*»  and  fihhi* 
of  ber  flwnU 

h 


j  And  upon  her 
Jorcheid  wf  a 

eigi; 
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been  overcome  with  ftrong  wiol,  or  had  been  bewitch¬ 
ed  with  love-potions*  to  inflame  the  vicious  incCsatkms 

of  her  paramours  or  fweer-hcarts* 

3  Tbe  angel  thereupon  conduced  me*  not  corporal¬ 
ly*  but  in  a  viGon  of  the  fpirit*  into  a  place  of .  Solitude 
or  retirement*,  that  I  might  the  better  obferve  and  con¬ 
template  the  ftate  of  this  auticb  rift  tan-power,  during  its 
tyranny  over  the  church  in  tbe  wilderoels*  [chap*  xii. 
6.)}  and  there  1  beheld  the  reprefentatioii  of  a  woman* 
or  the  great  antichriftian  whore*  (vtr.  I .)  as  fitting  n- 
pon  a  Kali  of  fear  let-colour*  in  alluGon  to  the  Scarlet 
robes  which  the  Roman  emperors  wore  in  time  of  war* 
to  denote  her  cruel  persecutions*  aod  her  afcendency 
over  the  civil  powers  of  the  empire,  for  Supporting  her 
authority  and  her  fanguioary  laws  arid  executions-  This 
papal  government  bore  many  inscriptions,  which  fet 
forth  the  blaSphemous  titles  of  idolatry*  infallibility*  and 
fupremacy,  that  it  would  aflame*  or  be  called  and  known 
by  i  and  it  had  a  monltrous  appearance  of  Seven  heads 
and  ten  horns*  -according  to  tbe  representation  made  of 
it  in  my  former  viGon.  {Chap.  xiii.  r.) 

4  And  the  lewd  woman  herfelf*  meaning  the  eccle- 
Gaftical  power  of  the  Pope*  that  fat  upon*  and  was  fup- 
ported  by  the  civil  power  Ggnified  by  the  bead,  was  ap¬ 
parelled  with  gay  and  Sumptuous  raiment  of  purple  and 
fcarlet  dye}  which  may  be  confidered  as  a  prophetic 
emblem  of  the  Pope' and  his  cardinals,  who  are’ftained 
with  tbe  blood  of  martyrs*  and  the  colours  of  wbofe  ha¬ 
bits  are  purple  and  fcarlet :  And  Ihe  was  adorned  with 
rich  and  glittering  ornaments  of  gold  and  precious  floors 
and  pearls*  as  emblems  of  her  wealth*  grandeur*  and 

Sovereignty  ;  which  may  point  to  the  imperial  authority* 
and  to  the  vaft  pomp  of  the  Rotnijb  church*  and  tbe  ex¬ 
travagant  profusion  of  its  treafures  in  adore  mg  its  tem¬ 
ples,  relics  and  images*  toprocure  the  veneration  of  car¬ 
nal  minds;  She  was  alfo  represented*  like  tbe  ancient 
Bab}lon%  (Jer-  li.  7.)  as  having  a  golden  cap  in  her  hand 
to  entices  her  devotees  to  drink  of  it;  which*  notwith- 
ftanding  its  fair  tempting  appearance,  wasflUed  with  all 
manner  of  abominable  errors  and  iniquities*  and  with 
the  loatbfome  impurities  of  idolatry*  or  fpiritual  forni¬ 
cation  and  adultery  in  thofe  that  profefs  efpoufals  to 
Chrift;  and  may- point  at  the deluGve  charmsof  popery 
in  its  gaudy  (hows,  and  bold  pretences  to  miracles*  par¬ 
dons  and  indulgences*  and  tobeing  the  only  true  church, 

and  the  like*  as  lures  to  bring  people  into  her  bofom. 

5  And  upon  this  (trumpet's  forehead  was  an  inscrip¬ 
tion  that  bore  her  name*  by  which  (he  may  eaGly  be 

known 


Ctb  irbt 

m  m  m 

nine  widen  9 
MYSTERY^BA* 
B T LOW  THE 
GREAT,  THE 
MOTHER  OF 
H  ARLQTS, 
AND  ABOMI- 
NATIONS  OP 

THE  EARTH* 
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4  And  V  fa* 
the  woman  dron* 
ken  «xtb  cbebiaod 
of  the  flints,  and 
with  the  blood  of 
the  martyrs  of 
Jcfus:  and  when 
1  (aw  her,  I  won* 
dend  with  great 
adnintiont 


j  And  the  an* 

pel  faitt  unto  me. 
Wherefore  didft 
tiion  marvel  ?  I 
will  iclt  thee  the 
my  ft  cry  of  the 
’woman,  and  of 
the  heart  that  car* 
rievh  her,  which 
hath  the'  ficrea 
heads  m4  tea 
horns* 

f  The  bead 
that  thou  faweft, 
wu,  and U not; 
»h!  Hull  afrtud 
oat  of  the  bot* 
toaiM*  pit,  and 
jo  into  perdition; 
and  they  that 
dwell  on  the 
earth  (hill  won* 

dcr 


known  and  dtitinguilhrd  from  all  others*,  a  name  im¬ 
porting  her  to  be  a  MYSTERY  OF  INIQUITY, 
(*  Thtjf.  ii.  7.)  for  the  depth,  fecrccy,  and  unfearchablc 
methods  of  carrying  on  her  wicked  defigns  *  \  and  in  s 
figurative  or  myfticalfenfe  BABYLON  THE  GREAT, 

meaoing  the  spoliate  church  of  Rome\  which  may  be 
fo  (tiled,  as  (he  pretends  to  be  the  catholic  church,  and 
referable*  Babylon  of  old,  in  the  large  extent  of  her  jut 
rifdt&ton,  and  in  idolatry,  pride,  luxury,  and  oppref- 
fion ;  She  is  the  MOTHER,  the  parent,  ringleader, 
patronefs,  fupporter  and  nourifher  of  both  literal  and 
fptritual  adultery  and  fornication,  and  of  all  ABOMI¬ 
NABLE  UNCLEANNESS,  and  every  other  fort  of 
notorious  crimes,  which  abound  in  the  nations  of  the 

earth,  that  lire  under  her  dominion, 

6  And  I  further  beheld  thiswborilh  woman  tofeefil- 
led,  and  glutted  with  the  blood  of  thole  whom  God 
had  fet  apart  for  bimfelf  and  fan&ificd  by  bis  Spirit,  and 
of  Chrift’s  faithful  witness,  who  fealed  their  teftimo- 
ny  to  him  with  their  blood,  which  (he  fhed  on  account 
of  their  open  confelCon  of  him :  And  when  f  faw  her 
in  tide  unnatural  and  monitions  forms,  f  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  amazed  at  her  grandeur  and  cruelty,  and  at  the 
patience  of  God  in  fullering  her  to  reign  and  tyrranize 
over  his  beloved  people ;  as  not  knowing  what  to  think 
of  one  that  would  fudain  fuch  a  pompous,  vile,  and 
hideous  character.  * 

J 

7  Hereupon  the  angel  obferving  it,  fa  id  to  me,  Why 
did  you  feem  to  be  fo  greatly  a  (Ion  1  fhed  and  confound* 
ed  at  this  reprefen  tat  ion  ?  1  will  explain  the  meaning  of 
tbefe  emblems,  which  are  fo  darkand  my  (Venous  to  yoo, 
concerning  this  wborifli  woman,  and  the  bead  (he  rides 
upon,  and  which  appear  in  this  vilion,  according  to 
what  you  had  feen  before,  (chap.  xui.  1,}  as  having 
fever  heads  and  ten  horns.  That  which  is  figured  out 
in  this  prophetic  description  is  as  follows  tj 

S  The  bead,  which  yon  faw,  is  a  fyrebol  of  the  As* 
mm  empire,  as  anciently  governed  by  kings,  confuk, 

dictators,  decemvir t  and  military  tribunes,  bnt  is  no 
lohgerfubfifting  in  either  of  thofe  forms,  it  being  now, , 
at  the  time  of  this  vilion,  under  the  government  of  tm 
perors  j  or  when  the  time  comes,  which  the  vilion  re¬ 
fers  to,  it  may  then  be  faid,  that  the  bead,  fignifjing 
the  Roman  empire,  was  idolatrous  and  perfc  curing  un« 

den 

T  E. 

ttftanrs  aDedgcd  this  pal&{e  of  frriptutt  to 
prove  that  the  Cliuich  of  Rome  rti  Aoti- 

chrift. 


N  O 

*  ScaUger,  Downhaio,  and  otfccfv, 

frrvej  that  the  vwl  najfl&y  uai  formerly 
wrote  a d  tbc  Poptfs  mitre,  till  the  Froit- 
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were  not  written 
in  the  book  of 
life  from  the 
foundation  of  the 
world)  when the* 
behold  the  bcaft 

tbit  wn,  md  is 
doc,  and  yet  U* 


'  j  And  here  jj 
the  "mind  which 
hath  wiltfonit 
The  ferea  heads 
am  IcVen  moan* 
teins,  on  which 
the  woman  fit- 
uth. 


TBs  Rev  elat  ion  patapbrafed*  Ou  xvii* 

tier  heathen  magzftratesy  but  its  Pagan  fiats  idnow  de¬ 
stroyed  \  and  the  empire,  headed  by  the  Papd^wili  be 
’bf  fuch  a  diabolical,  wicked  and  "tyrannical  temper,  as 
derives  its  original,  and  proceeds  from  the  infernal  ma¬ 
lignant  fpirita  of  the  bottom tefs  pit,  and  will  be  fnp* 
purred  by  their  inttigaiioft  and  a  Hi  it  a  nee :  But  at  length, 
the  papal  church,  which  had  been  deftruftive  to  the 
true  church  of  Chrift  on  earth,  {hall  be  utterly  deftroy- 
ed  and  Tent  down  to  hell,  to  fhare  in  torments  with 
their  indicators:  And  (excepting  thole,  whom  God  has 
ebefen  in  Chrift  before  the  foundation  of  the  wortdy  (Eph. 
i*  4*  and  fee  the  note  on  i  John  I.  i*}  and  who  arc  as 
particularly  known  by  name,  as  if  they  were  literally 
regiitered  for  eternal  life  in  the  book  of  his  decrees,  and 
in  the  book  of  the  Lamb,  as  perfons  that  were  given  of 
the  Father  to  him,  to  be  redeemed,  and  fmftified,  and 
faved  by  him)  the  inhabitants  of  the  popiffi  territories 
will  gaze  with  admiration,  pleafurc  and  fu  perdition  9 
veneration,  when  they  fhall  fee  this  beaft,  which  in  the 
fore  mentioned  fenfes  was,  and  is  not  f,  and  yet  exifls 
in  another  form/  and  will  be  the  fame,  in  effeft,  as  a 
perfecting  and  idolatrous  paganizing  power,  which,1  in 
refemblancc  of  the  worilripof  heathen  idoity  wUl  intro- 
duce  the  worflup  of  angels,  faints,  ^nd  images* 

9  And  here  is  a  proper  trial  and  exercife  for  a  ftudi- 
ous  and  InquiGuve  mind,  that  has  a  faculty  of  difeern* 
mg,  aiulfpiritual  wifdom  to  under Qand,  reflect  upon 
and  compare  the  reprefentatton  of  characters,  which  are 
given  in  the  preceding  and  following  parts  of  this  vifion, 
as  a  key  to  open  the  meaning  of  it.  It  is  therefore  care¬ 
fully  to  be  obfefved  and  comldercd,  that  the  feven  heads 
of  this  idolatrous  perfecting  power,  fignified  by  the 
beaft  %  are  emblematical  of  the  feven  .mountains  or  hills, 
on  which,  as  is  notorious,  the  city  of  Rome  is  built,  and 
on  which,  as  on  an  imperial  feat,  the  great  whorilh 
woman  is  reprefented  as  fixing  hertbrone,  with  as  much 
power  and  authority  as  any  ruler  of  the  empire  that 
had  ever  gone  beforeher. 

10  And  for  a  further  under  Ran  ding  of  this  Romilh 
antichriftian  power,  it  is  to  be  obferyed,  a*  another  dif* 
tinguifhing  character  of  it,  that  there  will  .have  been 
feven  kings,  or  different  forms  of  fuprenre'governmcnti 

which 

T  E\ 

oftherti  may  be  depended  upon.  Bat  one 
or  other  of  the  two  tonics  given  in  the  para¬ 
ph  rafe,  ftp  pc&rc  t>  me  as  probable  u  any  i 
ind  the  rewter  is  left  to  ehufe  tint  which 
'  pirafc^hiiw  belt. 


i©  And  there 
arc  feven  fcinp: 

fivnrt  filkiij  jiul 

«ne  is,  tfflJ  the 
other  ii  not  yet 

come; 

NO 

The  conjefhircs  about  the  meaning  of 
this  phrafe,  “  the  beat!  which  vnsr  mJ  ut 
44  not,  and  yet  w,  or  and  Dull  be,  («t 
rpt(<rW)  ns  Steven's  uid  the  Aktajidrian, 
ana  federal  other  critics  have  it,  ma¬ 
ny  and  dubious,  that  it  n  hat d  to  fay  which 


Ch. 

and  when 
hj  camcth,  be 

riuft  continue  a 
fiioji  ipace. 
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ti  A rtd  the 
I**fl  that  was, 
vid  is  noi>  even 
h-j  U  the  eighth, 
and  is  of  the  ft* 
vcti,  aid  g&etb 
ko  pajiiion. 


which  are  alfo  fignified  by  frven  heads  j  five  of  which 
at  the  time  of  this  vilion  arc  aholifbcd,  as  they  confined 
of  a  fucceJlion  of  kings ,  cra/jf/p,  &c*  according  to  what 
has  been  hinted,  {ver*  8,};  and  one,  even  that  of  Pagan 
imperial  government,  is  at  this  prcfcnt  tune  fiibfi  (ting*; 
And  another  which  is  to  fucceed  it,  namely,  that  of  the 
Cbrifiian  emperors,  has  not  yet  mounted  the  throne  ; 
and,  when  this  arifes,  it  will  continue  but  for  a  little 
while,  compared  wuh  the  othet  fupreme  powers  that 
went  before,  and  w iil  follow  after  it  \  which  may  be 
confidered  as  pointing  to  Co^Jianihte  the  great*  and  bi$ 
fucceObrs,  under  whom  the  Chriflian  religion  waa  efta- 
blifhed,  and  maintained  with  purity  fcarce  a  century 
and  half;  all  which  forms  of  government  are  to  ceafe 
in.  their  order,  before  that  fiiail  appear  which  is  in¬ 
tended  by  the  antichriilbn  beaft  m  this  prophetic  em¬ 
blem, 

■ 

1 1  And  .the  Roman  civil  power,  on  which  the  Icariet 
whore  appeared  to  fit,  (ver.  3.)  and  which,  as  basbtxn 
faid,  (vcr.  8.)  was  anciently  adminiftered  in  vajiooff 
forms  of  government,  and  at  the  time  of  this  vifion  is 
not  (ubiintng  in  either  of  thofc  forms,  bat  fliall  -bertaf* 
ter  rife  as  an  idolatrous  power  under  her  influence. 
This  may  be  Tcckooed  an  eighth  form  of  fupreme  govern* 
ment,  in  cafe  you  confider  that  under  Cenflmtine  the, 
great  and  his  fucceil'ors  as  the  /event h .  But  if  you  con* 
ftder  the  imperial  government  of  Conftantine  and  his 
fuccefTors.as  truly  Cbrijiiant  and  To  no  head  of  idolatry 
as  all  the  preceding  governments  were  %  then  the  Roman 
power,  fignified  by  the  bead,  is  to  be  reckoned  only 
one  of  the  /even,  even  the  lail  of  them  in  fucceflton  j 
and  fo  points  out  the  papacy  which  is  to  have  its  feat 
at  Rsate,  with  the  Pope  and  his  con  Clio ry  of  cardinals 
at  the  head  of  it,  and  all  the  civil-power  of  the  empire 
to  fapport  it ;  which  will  as  certainly,  in  God’j  appoint¬ 
ed  and  predi&ed  time,  be  finally  defrayed,  as  all  the 

idola- 


N  O 

*  Kings  In  prophelk  rtile  frgnify  fUtc*  o r 
kingdoms  if  from  Dan-viL  i?*  aj. 

and  if,  with  fmrsi  learned  com  mental  ors, 
vc  take  thcfixth  king  tu»  denote  fimpljr  the 
impcfiil  form  of  govern  ment,  the  power?  of 
which  were  the  (unc  under  and  Chri* 
lii:n  emperor*;  .fhco,  as  Mr  Lfiwman , 
thinks,  the  fevetith  bead  may  point  ti  the 
reign  of  the  Gothic  klojs,  or  at  the  esap 
chate  of  Ravcnoa,  which  iucceeded  the  de* 
ftm&ion  of  the  imperial  government,  and 
w  as  in  fomc  rcfpeflt  a  new  form  of  goterir* 


T 

mmt  different  from  that,  and  yet  retained 

fo  much  ufi(\  fcai;or;al  form,  at  to  make  fc 

in  that  rcipcit  math  of  the  fame  kuiH  with 
■  thefiKth  :  S«  tint  in  fume  nfpcfta,  accord- 
ing  torrid  and  arother  way  of  reckoning 
as  in  ;thc  paraphraft,  it  may  be  called  a 
.  feventh  head  nr  form  of  government ;  and 
.  in.thac  way  of  reckoning  the  papal  beaittnay 
be  called  ibe  eighth;  aud  yet  on  other  ac¬ 
counts  the  bent  znay  be  reckoned  the  fe- 
venth,  r.s  lacc^cvii-^  10  the  fixtb,  or  the  im¬ 
perial  form  of  £svcrr.n;s::t* 


The  Re  telit  i oH  paraphrased. 


ta  And  the  tea . 
horns  which  thou 
ftwcft,  are  tea 
k'atgSfVhicb  have 
received  no  king¬ 
dom  as  yet^  bat 
receive  power  as 
it  logs  one  hour 
with  the  bcaft4 


idolatrous  heads  have  been  in  their  order,  that  vent  be* 
fore  it* 

12  And  another  fufe  note  of  the  antich  rift  Ian  power 
is,  that  the  ten  horns,  which  you  (aW  on  the  head  of 
the  papal  bead,  (t vr.  3.)  Ggoify  ten  kings  or  principali¬ 
ties)  that  (hall  arife  in  the  Waiter  n  part  of  the  Roman 
empife,  as  to' be  divided  into  ten  kingdoms;  but  none 
of  thefe  potentates  have  received  their  diftinft  kingdoms 
at  the  time  of  this  vifion,  but  (hall  receive  them  as  fo- 
vereign  princes,  about  the  fame  time  **  that  the  papal 
bead  or  antichrifttan  power  (hall  begin  to  ere£t  its  ido¬ 
latrous  empire  $  which  may  be  confidered  as  an  intima¬ 
tion,  that  the  rife  of  the  Pope  fliould  be  at  the  time 
when  the  empire  would  be  divided  into  ten  kingdoms 
by  the  barbarous  nations,  about  the  middle  of  the  fifth 


ir  3  Theft  have 
sic  mbd,  and 
ft  all  give  their 
power  *  and 
ttrcnjnh  onto  tbs 
baft. 


t4  Thefe  frail 

luke  war  with 
the  Lamb,  and 
the  Lamb  Digit 
overcome  them  : 
for  he  »  Lord  of 
lord*,  aod  Xing 
of  king* ;  and 
they  that  are  vitk 
Mm,  irr  filled, 
and  chafed,  and 
faithful. 


century,  foou  after  Gcnferiau>  the  V andal,  had  taken 
Rome-,  and  (b  the  man  of  fin  would  be  revealed,  when 
the  empire  that  let  or  kindred,  while  it  was  under  one 
head,  ihould  be  taken  away*  (a  7bef.  it.  3,— 8  ) 

13  Thefe  ten  kingdoms,  with  fovereign  princes  at 
their  head,  how  different  foever  they  may  be  iu  fecalar 
interefts,  willbc  of  the  fame  mind  in  religious  concents, 

and,  as  with  one  bean,  agree  to  pay  homage  to  the 
papal  power  Ggnified  by  the  bead ,  ana  to  furrender  up 
their  riches,  arms  and  authority  (<?•*'«*)  to  his  will,  and 
ufe  them  to  fupport  his  fupreoucy  and  idolatrous  inter- 
efts  and  dellgns. 

‘  14  Thefe,  under  the  influence  of  the  papal  heart, 
will  fet  themfelves  agamft  Chrift,  to  oppofe  his  doc¬ 
trines,  inftitutions,  caufe,  intereft,  and  people,  by  vio¬ 
lent  perfecUtions,  and  the  power  of  the  (word,  and  to 
force  their  coofciences  into  fubmitEon,  and  blind  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  pretended  infallibility,  and  ecclefi  aftica! 
authority,  fu perdition,  and  idolatry  of  the  Pope.  Bor, 
in  the  iffue  of  the  combat,  the  glorioua  Lamb  of  God 
(hall  be  ri&orious  over  them,  in  and  by  means  of  the 
fteadfaftneb  of  the  faith,  profeffion,  and  patient  fuffer- 
ings  of  his  members,  who  will  make  a  noble  (land 

againft 

not  -E.* 


*  Mod  exporter*,  after  Dt  More,  render  up  by  Mr  Mead  md  Sir  lliw  Newton :  But 
o:c  tour  wj>*»)  At  fumt  6mt,  as  in  ver,  others  fappofe  that  there  b  no  ccceStyof 
1 1,  17*  flof  rmpd  yt&ftfv)  plainly  Gj-  finding  out  that  txiA  number  of  different 

oififs  the  /ami  mad,  and  fo  iurtf  and  tot  kiagdonU,  neither  raort  nor  left;  tat  bang 
fov!^  (*  xdfpfra  ut  ^hsv^s  pttm)  A iv,  31,  fernetim*  pat  for  many*  a  certain  for  an  on- 
ftgnifict  ibt  fiat  hiart  aed  foul*  And  the  ctn>ln  camber.  However,  sll  Winy  >f* 
word  rendered  bear  '(^b)  it  often  ufed  for  fare*  at,  that  when  the  northern  malions 
sad  t  ran  fid  ted  time*  Thii  ank«  the  divv  broke  in  upon  the  Weft  cm  Em  pi  it,  it  wk 
ftoa  of  the  empire  Into  ten  kingdom  co-  drained  iafo  much  about  that  number  of 
tciDponry  with  the  rife  of  the  baft,-  ■■  kingdom 
Thefe  ten  kingdom!  sir  yarioufly  reckoned 


Cb.  x?j7j. 


i  f  Anil  he  faith 
mhio  <oet  The 
waters  vhicbthov 
where  the 
vnoie  titteth,  are 
pr>plc*i  ar.rt  <mil- 
tit'r  a  ad  a  ad* 

*.ms,  and  tongue* 


if  And  thetcn 
horns  which  thou 
Isweft  upon  the 
thcfe  (ball 
hate  the  whore, 
and  (hill  make 
I  t:  ddbUtCi  and 
raked,  and  ih«lJ 
m  her  del h*  and 
hunt  her  with 
lire ; 
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-againft  all  their  enemies,  and  love  not  tbeir  lives  unto 
death:  For  he  by  nature  as  God,  arid  by  conftUutim 
as  Mediator,  is  the  fovereign  I/srtl  of  ai)  earthly  lords, 
and  fovereign  King  over  all  the  potentates  of  this  world  ; 
as  the  government  of  the  church  and  of  all  nations  is' 
tfpon  his  Hhoulders,  to  order  and  difpofe  of  them  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  infinitely  wife  and  holy  will  \  and  his 
dlfciples,  who  fide  with  him  againft  ihofe  common  e* 
nemies,  are  effectually  called  by  his  grace  \  are  a  cho* 
fen  and  peculiar  people*  whom  God  has  fet  apnrt 
for  himfelf  in  his  eternal  purpofej  and,  in  conftr* 
quence  of  their  cleCtion  and  effectual  caning,  are  made 
13 n cere  and  faithful  to  him  in  their  profeflion  of  his 
name  and  gofpel,  and  perfeverance  in  his  ways  and  or-* 
dinances,  whatever  it  may  cofl  them* 

15  And  Hill  further  to  explain  tbe  dilHngui filing 
marks  of  the  amichrittian  whore,  the  angel  faid  to  me. 
The  reprefentation  that  was  made  of  many  waters^  on 
which  (he  fits,  (wr*  1.)  are  an  emblem  of  the  people 
of  the  papacy  under  her  exrenfive  empire,  and  of  the 
vafr  multitude  of  them  of  different  nations  and  various 
languages,  over  which  (he  reigns  as  a  queen,  and  by 
which  (he  is  fupporccd  in  her  dominion,  riches,  and 
grandeur  j  and  fays,  ftytjball  fee  no  forrow>  (churn 

9  *  t  \  *  *  * 

xviii.  y.) 

16  And  yet  the  ten  horns^  which  were  reprefented 
in  your  vifion  of  the  beatl,  and  have  been  interpreted 
•to  fignify  ten  di(Hn£t  Hates  or  kingdoms,  (ver.  12*) 
and  which,  amidrt  all  the  revolutions  and  alreraticma 
that  may  be  made  in  them  *,  will  fubfirt  under  fuck 
like  diftmCt  governments,  during  the  reign  of  the  heart, 
and  never  bcfwallewed  up  in  a^univerfal  monarchy  by 
any  that  may  afptre  after  it :  Even  theft  very  nations  or 
kingdoms,  with  their  refpe&ive  potentates,  which  were 
before  cogaged  in  the  fupport  and  advancement  of  the 
whorifh  woman,  (halt,  in  God*s  appointed  time,  grow 
weary  of  her  tyranny,  epprdDons,  frauds,  and  abomi¬ 
nable 

T  E, 

that  at  liril  fiippajtnd  Lsr,  hut  as  thrir  fue* 
erfl^rt  in  various  kii'^orat,  who  fr  ill  turn, 
again  fl  her,  as  thaie  or  the  reformed  n*Uon* 
have  already:  and  it  h  to  be  expefted*  thit 
uioft,  tf  not  ati  the  reft,  will  follow  their 
example,  and  unite  with  them  ma  rdidous 
waragunfl  the  Papacy;  though,  iicrUpf^ 
Ibmeof  them  may  per Sj ft  in  her  idoUfrauH 
coDirauubo,  HU  ftuit  fee  the  time 
her  borniiif,  and  ke-xait  bet,  (chap.  sviii„ 
$-)  and  then  ihail  chti ky  renounce  Ler,  cr 
fall  with  her* 


NO 

*  The  Hates  or  kinplnntf)  lignificd  hythe 
ten  horns,  .are  to  be,  at  length,  the  iofhU- 
ments  of  the  ruin,  as  they  formerly  were  of 
tlie  fiiy port  of  Antidrift*  This  fuppoftt  a 
continued  lucccIGon  of  di Aloft  nubns,  that 
originally  belonged  to  the  Roman  empire* 
though  there  may  be  fbiftings  and  changes 
in  them,  and  they  tnty  not  always  he  bound* 
nl  jufl  In  the  fame  limits  at  at  the  Grit  dl- 
viluu  of  the  empire  among  them,  (See  the 
no't  or  ver,  nj  And  lb  the  kings  M  that 
4  *  fhaU  hate  the  who  it/*  &e.  are  to  he  eon- 
fidered,  not  as  the  lame  Individual  perfens 

Vou  VI.  t 


T 
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TT  For  OrtJ 
put  ;o  :htir 
1)  girls  Lo  fiv^l 
5b  will,  atiJ  to 
a^rec,  and  j»ive 
thdr  Idi^drrm 
ii;i'o  the  b^ft, 
Until  fl.«  uorJj 
of  Ood  dudi  he 

frrttJU- 

j  ' 


«■ 


1 5  And  t5r  \ro- 
rjuu  which  ihou 
fatfdl,  5s  that 
treat  city,  which 
reign cth  otct  the 
kings  of  the 
earth. 


The  Revelation  paraphrafed*  Ch*  ivYu 

nahle  corruptions  in  doctrine  and  pra£lice  ;  and  when 
tlvy  come  to  fee  how  grof&ly  IJje  had  impofed  upon 
them,  they  Ihculd  be  hicenfcd  agaiuft,  and  abhor  her, 
more  than  they  ever  before  were  in  love  with  her ;  even 
as  gallants  u(c  to  behave  toward  a  ftrumper,  when  they 
□  re  convinced  ufhei  treacherous  dclufioiw,  and  of  the  evd 
of  their  further  familiarities  with  iur:  And  they  fhall 
withdraw  their  protection  of  her,  and  turn  their  arms 
againft  her,  and  ftrip  her  naked  of  all  her  riches*  pomp, 
and  power,  and  lay  her  walle  by  fire  and  fword,  which 
(hall  not  only  Ucftroy  her,  but  be  as  tormenting  to  her, 
as  though  they  were  to  gnaw  her  flefh  off  from  h;r 
bones,  mid  bum  her  to  death  by  devouring  flames,  as 
ur:is  foretold  by  the  prophet  Danielt  {chap.  vii.  it.)  and 
as  the  daughter  of  a  pritft  guilty  of  whoredom  was  to 
be  burnt*  [Lev-  sxL  9.) 

17  For  the  great  God  and  Governor  of  the  world, 
in  xvhofi  hand  are  the  heart  s  of  kings ,  and  who  turns  them 
whitherfoever  hs  will *  (Prov.  xxi.  1,}  has  determined  to 
give  them  up,  for  a  time,  to  their  own  hearts  lulls, 
which  they  freely  ami  out  of  choice  indulged  ;  (fee  the 
notes  on  John  ?C\\*  40*  and  Rom.mh,  18,)  He  alfo,  by  an 
over- ruling  providence,  turned  the  voluntary  current  of 
their  own  fmful  inclinations  ititofuch  a  courfe,  as  fiiouhl 
eventually  accompli fh  his  purpofe,  relating  to  the  uf:: 
and  progrefs  of  the  papal  power  j  and  he  permitted 
them,  under  the  inftigauon  of  Satan  and  the  woi  kings 
of  their  own  corruptions,  to  agree  together  to  fubmit 
to  its  authority,  fu  per  flit  ion,  and  idolatry,  and  to  fur- 
rendvr  up  their  fherigth,  riches,  and  even  their  crown*, 
to  the  fervice  of  this  armchriftian  beaft;  But  he  did 
this  only  fora  limited  feafon,  till  all  the  words  of  God, 
contained  in  this  and  ancient  prophecies,  relating  to 
the  fiourifliiug  date  of  its  dominion  (hail  be  fulfilled; 
and  then,  by  a  gracious  and  providential  influence,  or 
both,  upon  their  hearts,  he  will  incline  them  to  acccm- 
plifli  the  will  of  hisxonuFitind  andpitrafure,  as  well  as  the 
vriH  of  his  purpofe*  relating  to  the  utter  ddlruclionuf  Cue 
idolatrous  power  w hich they fupponed  before-  {ver.  j 6.) 

16  And,  10  cancludr,  the  plain  marks  of  this  an:L- 
chrifUao  power,  relating  to  the  place  of  its  chief  resi¬ 
dence,  The  appearance  of  a  whorith  drunken  woman, 
which  you  faw  and  fo  much  wondered  ar,  [ver-  5,  6/ 
reprefentfrthe  civil  and  ccclefiaftical  authority  and  do¬ 
minion  of  the  Pope  and  his  confiffory  of  cardinals,  ihn: 
is  to  be  fcated  in,  and  raifed  io  its  height  at  Rome%  the 
great  metropolis  \  which,  and  no  other,  is  at  this  my 
rime  to  be  confid^rcd  25  the  miftrefs  of  the  world, 

■1  _  _ 
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vhich  bears  fway  over  the  kings  of  the  cursh,  ond  par¬ 
ticularly  over  the  nations  of  the  empire*  thnr  hnch  exit¬ 
ed  under  various  fuccrflive  forms  of  government,  fcnt 
is  now  imperial,  as  the  Popcfs  ulfo,  in  a  manner,  will 
be  in  reigning  over  all  the  kingdoms  into  which  the 
empire  will  then  be  divided. 


REC  OLLECTIONS. 

,  ■ 

Ho^v  plain  are  the  prophetic  marts  of  the  idolatrous  and  perfect* ling  power  of 
the  papacy  i  Thu  U\  a  fpiritiul  ftnfe  is  the  great  whore,  u-h«»  makes  bLfpUeuums 
pretences,  and  h  decked  with  fumptumis  ornaments;  whofr  diitinfttulhing  colour* 
of  purple  and  fcarlet  are  the  attire  of  Popes  and  Cardinal;  who  has  intoxicated 
prince?  and  people  to  join  in  bVr  idolatries,  and  has  glutted  hcrfelf  with  the  blood 
of  number  kfs  faints  and  witneifrs  forChrift ;  She  is  a  myftery  of  iniquity;  the  very 
Linage  Of  ancient  Babylon ^for  pride  and  luxury*  perfect! tion  and  idolatry  ;  and  is 
the  grand  parent  of  fpirittial  fornication,  and  of  -ill  abominable  iniquity ;  ihc 
derives  her  original  front  hell  itAlf;  and  is  the  great  beaft,  that  reigns  ow -vtft 
multitudes  of  people  of  alt  nations,  and  draws  the  admiration  of  all  under  her  do 
minion,  except  thofr  that  are  chofen  of  God  to  eternal  life  :  Her  ieat  of  empire  fa. 
at  the  great  city  of  R^mc7  which  is  built  upon  feven  hilts,  and  Mas  the  metr^pidfa 
of  the  Roman  Monarchy:  She  rofe  as  the  fevcnlh  idolatrous  and  perfecting  head* 
*iter  the  deftruftion  of  thofe  that  preceded  her,  under  various  forms  of  govern¬ 
ment*  in  the  Roman  empTe  ;  upon  the  divifion  of  which  in  Jo  ten  kingdoms,  fiic 
fet  up  her  throne  with  fupreme  authority,  making  life  of  :bcir  ftrength,  as  ten 
horns  of  power  to  fupport  and  defend  her  ccclcfiafu  cal  tyranny;  and  flic,  by  di¬ 
vine  percniflion,  fed  need  them  into  a  compliance  with  hcrcrud  and  idolatrous  11- 
fiirpationt,  and  into  a  furious  opposition  to  Chrift,  his  people  and  caufe.  To 
whom  can  aU  thefe  defer t prions  agree,  but  to  the  komijb  papal  po wee?  How  s* 
mazingly  monftrons,  and  yet  juft,  is  this  divine  portrait  of  nerl  And  how  great  a 
part  of  wiulom  is  it  to  find  her  out,  by  applying  thefe  characters  to  her  J  to  whom 
alone  they  belong !  But  0  what  a  comfort  ought  it  to  he  10  the  church  of  thrift* 
and  what  a  terror  to  the  antichriftian  harlot,  chat  Hie,  who  has  been  fo  Jdhve- 
live  to  others,  ftiali  finally  go  into  perdition  !  The  glorious  Lamb,  who  is  King* 
of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  th all  overcome  hi- r*  by  animating  the  faith  and  pa-* 
tience,  and  emboldening  the  holy  profeflian  of  tliolV  that  are  cholen  and  called, 
and  faithful  in  their  adherence  to  him;  and  in  his  appointed  time  he  will  turn  the 
hearts  of  thofe  very  powers  agaiuft  her,  that  wt-re  before  In  love  with  her,  and 
united  all  their  forces  to  uphold  her.  He  will  fpirit  them  up  to  defect*  hate,  n»id 
eppetfe  her;  to  ftriplierofail  her  riches  and  grandeur;  and  to  prevupon  hert  .'iritl 
purfue  her  with  fire  and  Iword,  till  fhe  be  utterly  deftroyed  by  ;;s  painful  a  dc^l  h# 
as  if  her  fleth  were  to  be  gnawn  off  from  her  bones,  and  Hir  o*  iv- ^.v'. 
devouring  fire,  in  the  conflagration  of  Remet  and  by  the  total  ruin  of  all  tltc  ter-* 
ritoric*  under  htr  domtmou* 


CHAP.  XVIII. 

Another  angel  from  heaven  proclaims  the  fait  a/ nay/LVa/ Babylon,  x> — 7. 
And  another  voice  from  heaven  ddmonijhes  the  people-  efiiodrp  co-tie 
out  of  hcrt  leftf  partaking  of  her  Jinst  they  partake  alfo  of  her 
plagues^  4, — B.  lleprefenU  the  lamentation  of  kings*  merchants*  azd 
mariners  over  herf  9,-19*  And  calls  upon  the  church  to  rejozee  m 
Gods  taking  righteous  vengeance  upon  her*  vjfo  had jialn  the  faints  * 
and  v/hofe  utter  and  irrecoverable  ruin  is  JignUUd  by  the  emblem  of 

Y  a  * 
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Ch*  xriiL 


it  mlijicne  thrown  with  violence  by  a  mighty  angel  into  the  feay 
iq.— 24. 


T  £x"T« 

D  after  thefe 


thing*  I  finv 


ar^o^cr  an^cl 


Ciyr.C  ;Ior.  n  from 
jKjven  ,  having 

grrjt  power;  and 
the  earth  was 
lightened  with 
his  glory* 


Paraphrase, 


AND  after  the  explication  that  had  been  given  me  in 
the  iall  vifion  of  the  woman  and  the  fcarlet-colou* 


x  And  he  cncl 

imp. lituv  with  a 
Orong  Taice>  fay* 

ing,  ilabyJon  the 
pre*t  is  fallen^  is 
fallen,  and  is  he- 
come  the  hab:ta' 
lion  of  dctfi!** 
aui!  the  hold  <;f 
every  foul  fpirh, 
?od  a  cage  of  c- 
very  uoeiean  and 
ha;efal  bird. 


3  For  nil  na¬ 
tion*  have  chunk 
of  the  vine  of  the 
wr-th  of  her for# 
nic^tkm,  and  the 
kings  ol  the  e^rth 
luv;  committed 

for# 


1 

red  beaft  on  which  (be  fat,  I  beheld  another  angel  def* 
tending  from  heaven  in  moil  illuiluous  fplendor  +> 
difpatched  with  an  immediate  com  million  from  thence^ 
and  invefted  with  great  power,  and  authority  %  and  rhe 
church  on  earth  was  irradiated  with  his  fur  rounding 
light  and  glory,  like  what  appeared  to  Ezekiel  in  his 
vifion  of  the  glory  of  the  God  of  lfrael*  which  filled 
the  houfe  of  the  Lord*  {chap*  xliii.  2, — 5.) 

2  And  he  proclaimed  with  an  exceeding  roajeftic, 
loud  and  articulate  voice,  faying,  in  the  very  words 
that  foretold,  and  were  accomplifhedin  the  dertrufkion 
of  the  Cbaldean*Babytony  (Ifa.  xxi,  p*)  to  this  elFe£k,  The 
papal  Hierarchy  and  power,  which  for  perfection, 
pride,  idolatry,  and  all  manner  of  aboriii nations,  may 
fitly  be  filled  Myftical  Babylon*  whofe  dominion  is  wiih 
great  authority  and  wide  extent,  will  foon  he  as  cer¬ 
tainly  deitroyed,  as  if  it  already  were  actually  fallen 
from  ail  its  riches,  grandeur,  and  power  into  the  mod 
deplorable  ruins  :  And  to  certify. this  with  the  greater  ve¬ 
hemence,  and  affijrance,  he  repeated  the  words,  is  fallen* 
is  fallen'*  and  added  that,  inftead  of  her  former  pomp 
and  fplendor,  flie  fhall  he  ?s  hideous  and  defolate,  as 
the  moll  depopulated  and  forlorn  defart,  that  is  haunted 
by  demons  or  fat y is,  and  all  unclean  fpirira,  which  ute  to 
rove  about  In  fuel*  places,  {Luke  xi-  24-)  %  and  that  Uthe 
receptacle  of  doleful  creatures,  fuch  as  fcreech*owls,  cor# 
'morants  and  bitterns,  and  all  forts  of  loathfome  fowls, 
which  ufuatlv  dwell  in  horrid  ruins  and  folirarv  wilder- 

_  4  -4 

nefle-s,  and  make  a  difmat  noife,  according  to  what 
was  denounced  againlt  ancient  Babyhiu  (Ifa*  xiii*  19, 
—22*  and  xiv*  23*) 

3  For  all  nations  under  her  jurifliction  have  been 
intoxicated  by  her  idolatries,  that  expofe  her  to*  and 
will  bring  down  upon  her  the  dreadful  vengeance  of 
God,  which  fhe  defences,  and  muft  fuffer,  for  her  fpi- 
ritual  fornication  :  And  the  has  not  only  been  guilty  of 
this  abominable  crime  herfdf  *>  bur  the  earthly  kings, 

who 

T  E, 

Ifirael  that  lightened  the  earth,  sod  filkd  hi* 
honfe,  ia  P.zdich  vtfbn,  of  which  this 
hears  a  refenlljUoce*  {Sec  the  notes  on  th* 
vtu  it  aud  vul  3.) 


NO 

t  This  angel  feems  to  have  been  Cltrift, 
the  Angel  0/  the  covenant,  with  whole 
*+  glonr  the  earth  was  lightened;”  finer  it 
it  certainly  was  the  glory  of  the  jehovah  of 
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t  'miration  with 
!-*rt  and  the 
m  -frhanJS  of  tllC 
t  »rth  arc  U%Kcd 
/ith  through  the 
;;*jtiM«we  of  her 
^ckcari&s* 


4  And  I  h«rd 
brother  voice 
Jtmm  heaven*,  fay* 
iuj*,  Omc  uut 
or  her,  my  peo¬ 
ple,  that  ye  he 
no;  partaker*  of 
her  501?,  and  that 
vc  rtc^vc  Dili  f 

j  w 

her  1 1  i^ue: ; 


<  l‘nr  her 
bare  r  w  ched  un- 
co  he^n,  and 
God  Jl a-h  re:r?em* 
beted  her  jnkjrti* 
tks. 


tf  Refc’rrd  her 

even  as  the  re- 
u^rded  you,  and 
douMc  uoiO  her 
double,  according 
to  her  work* :  in 
the  cop  which  flic 
Ii*rh  6!  ed,  fill  to. 
ber  Jou'jic# 


who  had  given  their  power  to  the  bead,  [chap+xriu  :y«) 
have  been  prevailed  upon,  by  her  tnchammerns,  tofup* 
port,  and  join  with  her  in  idolatrous  worfhip,  which  is 
fpiritual  whoredom;  and  carnally  minded  men,  under 
her  dominion,  that  deal  in  her  pretended  fpiritual  wares, 
efpeciaily  at  Romcf  fuch  as  pardons,  indulgences,  dif* 
penfations,  and  popifU  trinkets,  and  that  make  mer* 
ctundife  of  mens  fouls,  [ver*  13*)  have  amafled  toge¬ 
ther  immenfe  riches  through  the  itrong  enticements  of 
her  fpiritual  commodities,  which  have  been  fold  at  high 
rates,  and  brought  in  vjft  gains,  to  feed  their  own  and 
her  luxury* 

4  Hereupon,  I  heard  another  folemn  proclamation 
immediately  from  the  throne  of  God  in  heaven, faying, 
in  his  love,  care  and  tendernefs  to  thofe  that  beloiw  to 
him,  hut  are  mingled  with  this  apoftate  church,  m  like 
manner  as  he  wanted  Ifrael  to  flee  from  the  old  Babylon^ 
when  it  waste  bedeftroyed,(^ct»xlvtii,  20.  and  Hi*  It- and 
Jen  h  8.  and  Iw  6.)  Depart,  my  people,  and  be  ye  fepa* 
rate  from  this  myftical  Babylon ;  touch  no  unclean  thing  5 
hut  flee  with  all  fpeed  from  it,  and  openly  proteft  a- 
gainlUf,  that  ye  may  have  no  communion  with,  nor  fo 
much  as  connive  at  her  idolatfuus  and  wicked  practices, 
and  fo  he  partakeis  of  her  guilt;  and  that  ye  may  not 
be  involved  with  her  in  the  dreadful  judgments  and 
defohtioiis  which  are  now  coming  upon  her  in  the  ef- 
fofion  of  the  feventb  and  bit  great  viol  of  my  wrath,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  rrprefriitation  that  has  been  icade  of 
it,  (chap*  xvi*  17,-21.)  93  the  juft  puuiftiment  of  all 

her  6ns, 


j  For  the  rntdrirude  of  her  Vniqmties  are  of  fuch  an 
enormous  fize,  of  fo  high  agravations,  and  long  comi* 
nuance,  as  have  made  her  fully  ripe  for  judgment: 
Their  provoking  cry,  like  the  fins  of  Sidom  and  the  an¬ 
cient  Babylon^  {(Jen*  xix.  13*  and  jer*  li*  9-)  h-ive 
reached  up  to  heaven  ;  and  God  is  now  in  his  awiul 
and  terrible  juftice  coming  fort  h  to  call  them  :o  remem- 
hrance,  and  to  execute  complete  vengeance  upon  her 
for  them* 


6  This  is  rhe  time  for  you,  my  Terr  ants  and  people, 
to  repay  tribulation  and  diftreft  to  her,  by  fire  and 
fword,  in  a  righteous  war  again fl  her,  ss  the  due  re¬ 
ward  of  her  crtiel  perfections  and  opprefiiorts  of  you,  ai;d 
your  faithful  prcdeccifors  in  former  ages,  according  to 
the  law  of  retaliation,  {Exsd.  xxi,  23,  24*)  ;  and  ye  are 
comTiiflloned  from  heaven  to  multiply  cibmiiics doubly 
upon  h^r,  to  her  utter  dcftruclion,  not  from  a  fpirit  of 


private  revf^ge. 


bu:  as  aacherifed  ;:tarun;:n:3  cf  divine 

juiHc: 
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7  How  Pinch 

H1:  h.v.h 

bertelf.  arul  lived 
del:doi:lly  ,  fa 

juuoli  Uir  mcnr 

tad  faw.v  give 
herz  fardicbith 
in  her  hc*rtt  I  fit 
a  queen,  and  am 
vltfaw,  and 
fha\\  fee  no  Lf- 
|o«* 


juftice,  in  punifliing  her  ta  the  utter  moll  for  all  her 
evil  deeds,  according  to  tbe^aw  which,  in  cafes  of  rob¬ 
bery,  required  double  reftitution,  [Exod*  1x11+4,  7,  p*); 
and  according  to  God's  threatning  of  IfraePs  enemies, 
that  he  would  rccvmpenfe  their  iniquity  and  their  Jin  dm- 
blc)  ( Jer-  xvi.  i8+);  as  Ihe  has  wrung  our,  and  made 
you  drink  the  cup  of  for  row  and  afili^ion ;  fo  now  ye 
arc  called  to  Gil  out  to  her  a  cop  of  doubly  bitter 
and  deadly  ingredients,  for  her  £0  drink  to  the  very  dregs, 
7  In  proportion  to  her  pride  and  felf- confidence,  in 
which  (lie  has  magnified  and  exalted  herfelf,  and  to  her 
luxurious  way  of  living,  render  to  her  tormenting  "mifery 
and  anguifli,  in  her  utter  confufion  and  overthrow  :  For 
flic  being  the  whore  on  many  waters,  {chap*  xviu  15,) 
proudly  bo::ffe  of  her  dominion  over  a  multitude  of  peo¬ 
ple  and  nations  in  church  and  (late,  and  flatters  herfelf 
in  her  own  conceit,  faying,  in  her  vain  and  haughty 
mind,  like  Babylon  of  old,  which  was  called  the  Lady  of 
hingdums^  (Lfa*  xlvii.  5,  8,}  I  fitwkh  imperial  majefty, 
pomp  and  fafety,  after  the*  manner  of  a  mighty  queen 
in  her  mod  exalted  (late  and  firmed  tftablifhment ;  and 
I  neither  am  bereaved  of  any  dignity,  power,  or  plea* 
fure,  like  a  widow  deprived  of  her  defence  and  ftrength, 
glory  and  comfort  in  the  Iofs  of  her  hufbnnd ;  nor  (hall 
my  throne  ever  be  fhaken,  or  any  kind  of  tribulation 


e  Tli  evt  Fore 

com c  L  in  one 

and 

moormnj* 
famine;  in  cl  fae 
fliall  be  n*te;jiy 
burnt  wuh  fire : 
far  Gro-ig  it  the 
J  f-nd  who 
tier. 


D  And  die  Lnigs 
of  i  he  eirriij  who- 
hre 

for:> Nation,  tnd 
Jivrd-  ddli  huylly; 
iuidi  her,  ihiil  be¬ 
wail  her,  and  L- 
mem  far  h=rx 

when 


come  upon  me* 

8  Escaufi  Ihe  Ls  thus  infolent  and  vain-glorious*  and 
fondly  imagines  that  noraifchjef  or  danger  can  approach 

her;  therefore  (hall  her  puniibment  ami  ruin  come  un¬ 
expectedly,  and  all  on  hidden,  as  it  were  in  one  day  u* 
pon  her  ;  as  was  find  of  the  ancient  Babylon ,  (Ifa.  xlvii* 
9,  j/  )i  death,  by  peftilence,  or  fword,  or  both,  (halt 

cut  off  multitudes  of  her  fubjefts;  and  lamentation  and 

mourning  for  the  lofs  of  her  children,  and  defiruQioti 

by  famine,  or  the  want  of  all  necdTary  refrefhmentand 
fupport,  fliall  meet  upon  her ;  and  (be  (hall  be  utterly 
confirmed  by  fire,  (chap*  xvii*  16*) ;  for  the  Lord  Jeho¬ 
vah,  who  righreoufly  judges  and  condemns  her,  and  has 
determined  to  deftroy  her,  is  almighty  ;  fo  that  there  is 
no  refitting  his  power,  who  is  able  to  execute  the  de¬ 
creed  vengeance,  and  will  certainly  do  it* 

9  And  fo  abfolute  and  unavoidable  {hall  herdeftruc- 
tion  be,  that  the  earthly-minded  princes  and  potentates 
of  this  world,  who,  continuing  under  her  jurifdiflion 
and  in  her  com  in  union,  have  complied  with  and  fup- 
ported  her  idolatrous  injun&ioris  and  practices,  and  in* 
dulgcd  themfehres  in  pomp  and  luxury  with  her,  (hati 
not  be  able  to  give  her  any  further  alfittance,  or  protec* 

tion  ; 


Ch*  xviii* 


KLhcn  i  hq v  flrjll 
la-  < he  fnokc  of 
\.cr  b;truin£, 


to 

rir  oif  !.;r  ;he 
fr^r  of  tur  tor- 

rr,  lit  t  ftymg  1 

,  tha; 
or^jt  c\  y  B?.hy- 
loi,  thn  ml^b;y 
£;ry'  for  in  o:i£ 
fi>or  it  thy 
come* 


t-i  And  the 
of  the 
£4T:h  fhaH  vtfp 
^.^tl  mourn  over 
ho.  ;  for  no  imn 
hify^ih  tior  cstr- 
o-i;i<»ti:i£  any 
ri;orc  : 


ti  The  mer¬ 
chant 
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tion  ;  but  (lull  bitterly  mourn  over  her  hetplefs  ftnr?, 
and  hone nt  her  doleful  difirtis  and  ruin,  when  they  (halt 

behoM  the  fad  tokens  of  her  torment  ami  defoIaticmt  a3 
appearing  tike  horrid  pillars  of  {moke,  that  rife  up  from 
a  raging  lire  in  the  conihgntiuji  of  cities  *  ;  ajid  efpe- 
ciaily  when  th-*y  fee  Rome  irfeif,  the  feat  of  her  domini¬ 
on,  all  in  Barnes  through  the  righteous  vengeance  of 
God  upon  her* 

10  'i’hcy  being  difnuy*ji’it+Ehis  awful  judgment,  and 
terribly  afraid  left  they  fhouM  fall  with  her  in  the  com¬ 
mon  calamity,  and  fo  partake  of  her  plagues,  as*  rhey 
had  of  her  fins,  will  endeavour  to  get  as  far  as  potxblc 
out  of  the  way  of  danger;  and  ftaucling  at  a  dilhucc, 
like  fpc£tuors  full  of  confufion  ami  aftoiufhment,  will 
cry  out  in  the  angujfb  of  their  fouls,  alas !  alas !  What 
dreadful  and  unexpected  wo  and  mifery  is  this!  Wlhtt 
dcfolaticn  and  difrrefs  is  that  great  city,  which  h  called 
myfticai  Babylon^  that  ftrcmg  and  powerful  city,  now 
brought  into!  VVhit  is  become  of  all  her  authority, 
pomp  and  dominion,  which  are  fallen  with  her  !  Wh.it 
an  amazing  revolution  is  here  1  For  all  on  a  fuddeu,  as 
it  were  in  one  hour,  that  was  little  thought  of  before, 
thy  judgment,  condemnation,  and  execution,  are  come 
upon  thee,  O  thou  miflrefsof  the  papal  world,  who  fat* 
Ufi  as  a  queen  in  all  thy  grandeur  and  boaftcii  fectirity, 
faying  t  I Jhail fee  ns  forrrw*  (ver-  7.) 

1 1  And  as  the  merchants  bewailed  tbe  deiiru£t:un  of 
ancient  Tyre,  rhat  mighty  flourilhmg  and  trading  c';ty, 

( Ezsk *  xxvii*  37,  fo  the  earthly-mindnl  dealers 

in  the  fpintual  merchandize  of  antichfiftian  fi to 
put  off  her  induigencies,  aofolutions,  popilh  relics  and 
preferments,  will  in  the  grief  of  their  hearts,  lament 
with  weeping  over  her,  as  not  being  able  to  afford  her 
any  relief  in  the  day  of  her  diftrefs,  nor  to  get  any  futv 
iher  advantages  by  her ;  beeaufr  there  will  then  be  an 
entire  end  of  all  her  gainful  traffic  ;  and  from  rhcnce- for¬ 
ward  none  will  ever  be  fo  impaled  upon  and  deluded, 
as  to  purchafe  her  ccclcfiaftical  commodities  any  more* 

12  So  that  they  can  no  longer  delight  and  pride  them* 

feives 


N  O 

*  The  fimokc  of  her  lament/1  may  be 
nhen,  as  in  the  pnmfibrjife,  cither  in  the 
jr*?tap!wrCil  f^feto  fignify  the  mod  dread¬ 
ful  and  entire  dcd:uftuin  of  all  her  pomp 
3  ml  poj^er,  through  the  whole  extent  of  ibe 
P;ioary  >  <;r  in  tr*c  literal  fen  ft:  for  the  onn* 
fin £mi;>n  vi  Iteme,  the  fax  «f  ihc  Popc\ 
aniW-:v.  And  the  capi::;I  c!;y  of  bis  tloiai* 
jiidn,  whivn  jwiij,  piuba^Jy,  !,*:  tktfrOyjJ, 


T  E. 

•h 

tuber  by  fabterrerenus  fires  hnriHng  of 
the  volc^oes,  tba:  arc  fre.^wjat  in  th^t 
runts;  or  by  the  fire  of  rntsuui  in  hefiv'^in^ 
it,  when  the  ten  king*  lh;*l)  b«e  (J't  ufhor%-r 
and  burn  her  *d;li  fi:ct“  (flup»  xvih  itf«) 
nr  by  fire  iiyimtdl.rdy  iruri  hesivt^j  li*e 
thi:  whic^i  caDtiKncd  iudoju  and  Go^u>r- 
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-chandife  i>f  golf  I, 
anif  fUrav  and 
pftcioas  ii cm«t 

and  of  pearls  and 
fine  l)iKnf  and 

putpte,  and  fiFkt 
«d  icarlef,  and 
all  chyine  wood* 
and  all  manner 
vrflcla 
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»r  reflets  of  dinft 
jHwions  wood, 
*nd:of brafa,  and 

■^5^  ral  Oiarbl^ 


■ 

frlves  in  the  prodigious  gains  that  they  were  wont  to 
make  by  this  Tort  of  merchandife  f  :  It  will  never  bring 
them  in,  as  formerly,- gold  and  fiber,  and  precious 
Hones,  and  pearls,  to  enrich  theotfelves,  and  to  fupport 
and  difplay  the  fplendor  of  their  hierarchy  and  worlhip  ; 
nor  fine  linen,  and  purple,,  and  fiik  and  fcarlet,  to  a- 
dorn  themfelves,  and  make  diftingpi  thing  veftments  for 
aU  t^e*r  priefts,  bifhops,  cardinals,  and  popes;  nor thyme- 
■cr  veffeUcif  tamft  wood,  fo  much  c  (teemed  for  its  grateful  feent  ana  du¬ 
rable  ftrengtb,  for  building  or  decorating  magnificent 
houfes  and  temples  ;  nor  any  of  rbofe  various  forts  of 
reflets  made  of  ivory,  and  of  the  molt  beautiful  and-eofl> 
ly  wood,  and  of  brafs,  and  iron,*  and  marble*  which 
ufed  to  be  wrought  into  idolatrous  images,  and  into  all 
manner  of  utenfils  for  fuperftitious  fervices  and  orna¬ 
ments* 

13  Nor '(hall  their  merchandife  any  longer  procure  to 
them  fragrant  cinnamon,  and  fwea  odoms,  and  oint¬ 
ments,  and  franhincenfe,  to  gratify  their  fenfes,  and 
perfume  and  beautify  their  bodies,  or  to  feed  their  pride 
and  luxury,  and  make  their  fwect-fmeHing  incenfe  and 
coltly  ointments  for  idolatrous  and  taper  Ihrious  purpo¬ 
rts  j  nor  wine  and  oil,  to  cheer  their  hearts  and  male 
their  faces  thine,  or  to  be  idolatmully  and  fuperftittoutfy 
ufed  in  the  fccrifice  of  the  maJs,  and  in  extreme  unc¬ 
tion  ;  nor  fine  flour,  and  wheat,  and  beads  and  Ihtep, 
to  be  tithed  by  the  priefb  for  the  taftcnaace  of  nature, 
or  {applying  them  with  the  neceflartes,  much  left  the  con¬ 
veniences  and  comforts  of  the  animal  life;  oor  horfee 
and  chariots,  and  the  bodies  of  men  to  furnifh 

pqt  a  pompous  equipage  and  fhow  away  with  the  mag¬ 
nificence  of  haughty  Popes  and  prelates  $  nor  Jhall  they 
any  more  enflave  mens  fouls  by  ufiirping  a  tyrannical 
power  over  their  confctencea,  and  drawing  .money  from 
them  fox  pardons  and  indulgencies,  and  for  praying  them 
oat  of  purgatory^  which,  in  reality,  its  being  paid  for 
deftroying,  inftead  of  faring  their  fouls. 

14  And  the  produces  of  your  iniquitous  merchandife, 

Q 

T  E, 

pifli  traffickers,  tn  her  eggrt  gross  tmpafitioDs 
ind  dehrfunfj  vbo  had  mailed  to  than- 
fclves  tiA  rkber  and  honours  in  ths  dip  rf 
bcrjprofpcrity ;  And  thif  is.btutifaUy  do* 
Imbed  in  malt  oi  the  veryfime  tams  that 
are  nfid  in  the  ,4c h  end  17th  chapter*  of 
Sidid,  with  rekdoo  to  Tyn,  vhkh  bad 
been  notorious  fbrljdatir,  vickedods,  end 
power;  and  hr  the  moft  giiaftd  tad' 
live  metebaodilc. 


1}  And  tima- 
mont&nd  odours, 
pnd  oiDtoaeots, 
and  fnnkinceDfe, 
and  wine*  and 
oil,  and  fine 
end  wlient,  and 

hcafo,  and  tiicep, 
end  borfes,  and 
chariots ,  and 
flakes,  and  fopU 
ff  cncfl. 


14  And  the 
‘  fruits 


H  ° 

f  The  defolpiion  given  in  this  shd  the 
following  Vcrfrs  of  the  merthandild  and  la¬ 
mented  dribiidion  of  the  Romilh'  Bahykwtp 
need  not  in  all  particnlm  be  taken  in  a 
Talt  but  only  in  an  acconimodiied  ftufe,  like 
is  in  the  praphrafe;  snd  nay 

tic  <ionfid*red  as  a  fttong  and  ftriking  iifnra- 
tive  reprcfeatatton  of  her  downfal  from  k}l 
■  her  former  ftaw  and  affluence  i  ind  of  the 
hordtle  difapprintmtint*  tod,  and  trouble, 

Trhich  by  that  nans  will  cone  upon  the  pp* 


C h.  rvhi. 

fruit*  that  thy 
I'vHil  laiUil  after 
arc  departed  from 
thee  y  and  all 

things  uhichwcrc 
dainty  and  goodly 
arc  departed  from 
thee,  ind  thf'U 
fruit  find  them 

oo  n^c  at  «1L 


lj  The  mw# 
chanti  of  thefe 
tblagf  wtitch  trero 
made  itch  by  her 
lhall  Hand  frr 
*>(T  for  the  fear 
of  her  torment, 
weeping  and 

wailiag* 


td  And  fay¬ 
ing,  Alas,  alas, 
that  great  city, 
that  efothed 
in  hue  linen,  and 
purple,  an4  fear* 

lef,  and  decked 
with  gold  and 
precious  ft  on  ss  t 
and  pearls!  fr-tin 
O'^e  h'wfi  great 
riche;  i%  come 
ooughu 


i|  And  ere* 
ry  fliipmalier, 
and  a!l  the  com¬ 
pany  in  lhip*i 
and  and 

as  many  as  trade 
by  lea,  flood  afar 
elf* 
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O  Myftical  Babylon*  in  which  you  fo  much  gloried,  and 
of  which  you  were  fo  eagerly  defirous,  fuch  as  the  rich* 
es,  honours,  and  plea  fur  es  of  this  world,  which  were 
the  top  of  your  ambition;  all  thefe  arc  now  cut  off: 
And  all  things  that  were  delicious  to  the  tide,  and  made 
a  gay  appearance  to  the  eye,  are  now  removed  far  from 
you,  who  (hall  never  find  your  account  in  them  any 
more  ;  but,  (hall  be  entirely  flript,  and  remain  deftitute 
of  them  all,  pa  ft  retrieve  for  ever*  Thus  all  the  mer- 
chandife  of  antichridian  Romey  by  tbe  fafltors  of  her 
fpurious  wares,  {hall  like  that  of  the  ancient  wicked 
Tjre,  utterly  fail,  and  never  be  recovered* 

15  They  that  dealt  in  thde  commodities,  and  were 
enriched  in  their  temporal^  and  vainly  boa  (ted  of  their 
being  fo  In  their fpirituai  concerns,  by  her  meanSj_(haU» 
like  the  kings  of  the  earth,  {y*r*  9,  to*}  unable  to  help 
her,  remove  and  keep  at  as  great  a  diftance  as  may  be 
from  her,  for  fear  thar,  as  they  had  been  pmakers  of 
her  guilt  and  riches,  they  fhould  (hare  in  torments  with 
her;  at  the  very  fight  of  which,  they  will  vent  the  for* 
rows  of  their  hearts  with  floods  of  tears,  and  great  la* 
mentation  over  her* 

16  And  crying  out  with  bitter  aftoniihmcnt  and  con* 
dolance,  will  fay,  Alas  l  alas!  How  tremendous  is  the 
deftru£tion  of  Rome>  that  great  and  famous  city,  where 
the  head  of  the  papacy,  who  /aid  in  her  heart*  l  Jit 
a  queen  and Jbai/fee  m /arrow*  (ver,  7*}  had  herimpe* 
rial  feat,  and  in  the  height  of  her  pomp,  power,  and 
riches,  was  fumptuoully  arrayed  in  fine  linen  and  purple 
and  fcarler,  and  fet  off  with  the  glittering  ornaments  of 
gold,  and  all  manner  of  precious  (tones,  and  pearls ! 
Her  cafe  is  extremely  deplorable  ;  For  all  on  a  fudden, 
as  though  it  were  in  one  unexpected  and  un though t-of 
hour,  (he  is  diverted  of  all  her  rich  trtafures,  aud  re* 
duced  to  the  mmoft  poverty  and  d  iff  refs* 

17  And  the  lower  ranks  of  her  officers,  that  were 
devoted  to  her  fervice,  and  retailed  her  pardons,  and  in¬ 
dulgences,  and  other  trumpery,  and  comparted  fea  and 
land  to  make  profelytes,  fuch  as  priefts,  monks,  friars, 
aud  Jefuits,  who  go:  their  living  by  this  trade,  and  may 
be  reprefented  inallufion  to  tbe  bm enters  of  Tyre's  min, 
{£ztL  xxvii*  29, — 33%)  under  the  emblem  of  mafters  of 
(hips,  and  all  their  fhip-matea  and  mariners,  and  all 
traffickers  in  them  by  fea  ;  All  thefe  as  unable  as  the 
kings  and  merchants,  {yer  9,  11,)  to  help  her,  (hall 
like  wife  get  out  of  the  reach  of  her  calamities,  as  far  as 
they  can,  for  fear  of  (haring  in  her  putuihments,  as 
they  had  in  her  crimes  aud  gains* 


18  And 


34« 


paraph, 


Cfa.  iriiu 


And  fried 

’■pen  they  fjw 


the  fWinkc  of  ho' 
6ut(ring,  laying, 
>Vl*at  rity  is  tike 
vno  tbu  criit 

*U  y! 


Te  Aid  ifcey 


fluft  on  their 

hc&Jj,  a&J  cri- 
w^rdrtfl  »tv1 
nlin£,'  Tivinj,*, 

Aij£r  obs  th*t 

frtat  Dty  ^haciii 
wade  rich 
*IT  ih*t  h*.l  fliip* 
ia  the  f«  *,  l>y 

icjfrn  of  her  cd>- 
bief>!  for  in  one 

ben  it  i  Sr  Ok  made 

detonate. 


t*  R^ceow 
hciMbMi  hea?ent 
•nd  yc  holy  apo- 
ftlcs  and  pro- 
jiiVls  ;  fiir  f!oJ 
rstfh  aveitged  you 
era  her. 


18  And  when  they  fee  the  difmal  tokens  of*  her  ut¬ 
ter  deftruction,  (ike  the  thick  and  gloomy  columns  of 
fmokc,  th.it  rite  from  every  part  of  a  city  all  ia  flames, 
(tee  the  note  on  ver*  9  )  they  Ihall  cry  out  wkh  amaze¬ 
ment,  ] amen  cation,  aird  horror,  faying,  as  was  faid  of 
Tyrtj  {Ezek*  xxviu  3;*}  What  city  fo  grand  and  magni¬ 
ficent,  wealthy,  powerful  and  proud,  was  ever  fo  entire¬ 
ly  and  fjpcedi  1  y  involved  in  miferyand  ruin,  as  this  great 
city,  together  with  her  vaft  dominion,  is,  beyond  all 
that  could  have  been  imagined ! 

to  And  as  great  mourners  have  ufed,  in  their 
diftrefs  to  throw  dufl  upon  their  heads,  {JoJh.  vii.  6. 
and  Job  ii.  12.}  and  rhe  bewailers  of  Tyre  are  reprefem- 
ed,  by  this  token,  {Ezek*  ix?ii.  30);  fothefe  huckfters 
of  Rome's  wares  will  go  into  ail  ex  predion  5  of  the  deep* 
eft  forrow,  and  cry  out  with  weeping  and  bitter  lamen¬ 
tation,  A l, 1 3  !  alas  l  for  that  great  city,  as  myftical  Baby* 
Ion  h  often  ftiled  in  this  prophecy,  may  alfo  be  well 
compared  to  7y/v{fee  the  note  on  ver *  12  }  How  block¬ 
ing  arc  her  defolacions  and  miferies,  who  has  been  in 
fuch  a  flouri  thing  Hate  as  to  enrich  ail  her  devotees  that 
carried  on  traffic  with,  and  for  her,  in  employing  their 
veftels  at  Tea  to  export  her  pardons,  ^indulgences,  err. 
which  were  fold  and  purchated  at  coflly  rates  by  her 
authority  !  What  a  fur  prizing,  fudden,  and  miser¬ 
able  change  is  now  made  upon  her  date  and  condi:io;i ! 
For  fhe,  as  it  were  in  one  hour,  is  reduced,  and  fpoiled 
of all  her  former  wealth,  power  and  grandeur ;  utterly 
incapable  of  any  further  helping  her  fer  vanes,  or  of  be¬ 
ing  helped  by  them* 

20  liur,  faid  the  voice  from  heaven,  (wr*4+)How 

much  foever  they,  that  trafficked  and  gained  worldly 
riches  and  honours  by  her  influence  and  authority,  may 
Ggh  and  mottrn  for  her  dcfolation  ;  it  will  be  a  juft  oc- 
ca  fieri  o{ great  joy  and  glad  ne  ft  to  the  faints,  while  Ehey 
con  lid  er  it,  not  as  the  deltruction  of  their  fehow-cm- 
tureSy  but  as  the  day  of  their  own  happy  deliverance 
from  ihe  opprefii>n^  of  ihUantichriftiancneiny,  and  of 
God’s  glorifying  himtelf  in  her  righteous  overthrow, 
and  in  treating  the  glory  of  Cb rift’s  kingdom  on  her 
ruins  :  Triumph  ye  therefore  over  her,  O  church  of 
Chrift,  both  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  and  alt  ye  holy  a- 
potties  and  prophets,  that  have  imuiftcrially  laid  the 

foundation  upon  which  the  church  is  built.  Jr/us  Chrijl 
hmtfelf  being  i he  chief  conur-flonc^  (Kph«  ii*  20#)  And  be 
exceeding  ^iad,  O  alt  ye  faithful  paftors  and  teachers, 
whom  he  has  tent ;  and  all  ye  interpreters  of  his  word, 
whom  he  lus  raifed  up  to  preach  and  explain  his  pore 

faCiF^> 


Cb«  xvllj. 


ri  Andam'1^- 
ty  an^el  toak  up 

a  rtori^Si'f  ai  flfCJt 

milfto:j('>  an  icift 
it  into  she  iri, 
fryiitg  ,  T*P*is 
w!th  violence  foall 

that  Krftat  c*" 
ty  Ho!>ylon  be 
thro *'11  daivn  , 
and  thill  he  found 
mo  more  al  aL 


ia  And  the 
vo:«  of  Wfur& 
and  muGebo?  * 

and  of  p^rcr*  ;m<t 

trjmj  c^en,  fball 
b*  heard  no  more 
at  all  In  the* ; 
and  no  trjfifv 
men,  #>F  wha*lr 
ercr  era  ft  he  heT 
(bait  he  found  auy 
more  in  thee  * 
and  ihc  f^uud  of 

a  mil  ft  one  Hull 
he  heard  no  more 
at  ail  in  thee; 


15  And  the 
Ifeht  «f  a  candle 
Hull  fhine  no 
fm;c  at  all  in 
thee ;  and  the 
voiceof  the  bri.Ic- 
groosnan-l  of  the 
pride  JhaU  he 
heard  no  mm  ui 
all  in  thee  :  fov 
ihv  mvrt'hat'ts 

vtee 
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gofpel,  as  his  witncITt  s  who  have  prophefied  in  feck- 
doth,  {chap*  xi  3>);  for  now  Gad  has  awfully  difp  toyed 
hi?  terrible  jufiict*  and  the  truth  of  his  predictions* 
{ih&p*  xvu)  in  raking  full  vengeance*  for  your  takes,  o- 
pon  this  corrupt  and  perfecuting  power,  which  fain 
would  have  dellrcyed  the  foundation  of  the  church  it* 
felf*  and  all  that  are  built  upon  it. 

21  And  dill  further  to  confirm  all  this*  as  the  pro¬ 
phet  Jeremiah  was  ordered  to  bind  a  (lone  to  the  book 
he  had  read,  and  cad  it  into  the  midft  of  Euphrates  9 

fAJm£*  H*us  Jfott  B*hyIoti  /^»  and Jball  not  rift  front 
the  evil  that  l  wifi  bring  upon  her9  (Jer.  li*  63,  64.)  fo 
a  glorious  angel*  who  excelled  in  flrength*  took  up,  as 
he  appeared  in  my  vifion,  a  huge  (lone  in  his  hand* 
like  a  great  milftone*  and  threw  it  with  mighty  force 
into  the  depth  of  the  toa*  into  which  it  fuddetlly  funk* 
ruver  to  rife  again  :  And  to  explain  the  meaning  of 
this  emblematical  aGion,  he  laid*  After  this  violent 
manner  (hall  that  great  city*  myftical  Babylon^  and  all 
her  power,  authority  and  magnificence*  be  fuddenly 
call  into  utter  defir uGion*  and  never  (hall  be  rebuilt* 
or  recover  ftrength  and  dominion,  or  have  any  place  in 
the  world  at  all,  from  henceforth  for  ever* 

22  And  as  to  you,  O  myftical  Babylon ,  according  to 
what  was  threatned  again  ft  apoftate  lfracl9  (Jer*  xxv* 
to.)  all  your  days  of  fupcrfiitious  and  civil  mirth  and 
plcafure  (ball  come  10  2  perpetual  end  ;  no  concerts  of 
players  upon  harps  and  other  mufical  infiruments*  nor 
any  melody  of  pipes  and  trumpets  {hall  ever  be  heard 
in  your  churches,  or  in  your  merry  meetings  any  more  ; 
and  all  your  fpirituul  traffic  and  fee u Ur  trade  and  bu fi¬ 
nds,  together  wirh  all  your  chorificrs  that  adulterate 
the  worfcip  of  God  ;  and  all  your  cunning  artificers* 
and  laborious  workmen,  fiich  as  carpenters  and  fmitbs* 
(Ifam  iih  3.  and  Ja\  xx\ ?.  1.}  toferve  the  common  con¬ 
veniences  of  mankind,  fiull  be  taken  away  from  you  ; 
and  even  the  neceflarics  of  life  ihall  fail,  info  much  that 
thenoife  of  a  milftone,  to  grind  the  coni  for  food  and 
fuftenance*  (halt  never  more  be  heard  in  you. 

13  And  nothing  comfortable  of  any  kind  (hall  ever 
be  enjoyed  any  more  j  no,  not  fo  much  as  the  light  of 
a  candle,  to  relieve  the  horrid  darknefc  of  the  nig  hr, 
(hall  ever  be  fecti  in  you  again  ;  much  lefs  (liall  any 
bridal  lamp*  or  nuptial  tongs*  or  rejoicings  of  a  bride* 
groom  over  his  bride*  or  propagating  of  families  and 
inheritances,  be  ever  found  any  more  in  you  :  For  your 
dealers^  in  fpiritual  mere  hand!  fi  inriched  themfdvefi* 
and  became  the  great  and  dignified  men  of  your  earth- 
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Cb.  iviii. 


the  great 
men  of  the  earth; 
for  by  thj  tince- 
rie*  were  all  tu+ 
tom  deceived* 


*4  And  in  her 
found  the 
blood  of  pro- 
pherf  p  and  of 
iuntti  aeduf  alt 
that  were  Gain 
upon  ihc  euth. 


ly  empire*  fuch  as  cardinals  and  prelates,  by  means  of 
the  iniquitous  trade  which  they  carried  on  to  promote 
your  authority  and  influence  :  For*  by  your  bewitching 
allurements*  aN  nations  under  your  dominion  were  im* 
pofed  upon*  and  deluded  into  an  admiration  of*  and 
compliance  with  your  fuperftition  and  idolatry* 

24  And  what  greatly  adds  to  all  thefe  provocations 
of  Myftical  Babylon*  and  aggravates  her  crimes*  con* 
damnation,  and  mifery*  and  aloud  proclaims  the  righte- 
oufnels  of  God's  judgments  upon  her*  is*  that  flit  has 
filled  up  th*  meafure  of  the  cruelties  and  murders* 
which  have  been  practifed  upon  the  faithful  mimllrin^ 
fervants  and  holy  people  of  God*  And  upon  all  that  by 
her  authority*  canoss,  and  decrees*  have  ever  been  put 
to  death  for  rtgbteoufnefs  fake*  throughout  her  territo¬ 
ries*  and  to  the  urmoft  extent  ,  of  her  influence  upon 
earth*  as  by  her  perfecuttons  (he  has  approved  of*  imi¬ 
tated  and  exceeded  all  that  were  ever  known  before  * 
and  fo  the  blood  of  all  martyrs  for  Chrift  is  found  in 
her  (kins*  and*  by  juft  conftruftion,  is  chargeable  upon 
her :  (See  Matth -  xxiiL  2p,™35*)  And  therefore  God 
<hat  given  her  blood  to  drink ,  for  Jbe  u  worthy.  (Chap* 

xvi*  6.) 


■RECOL  LECTIONS. 

How  certain*  fudden,  and  irrecoverable  will  be  the  dcJtnifticm  of  the  fl-ai  or 
the  bcaft  at  Rome,  and  of  the  whole  papal  Jpower  of  her!  ;>he  is  the  myftical 
Baby  ten*  whofc  fall*  as  it  were  in  one  hour*  was  pronounced  by  an  Itluttrion  > 
angel,  and  further  confirmed  by  ttie  emblem  of avaftftone  plunged  with  violence 
Into  the  fra,  from  whence  it  nev^r  can  rife  again.  How  dreadntl  and  total  wi;I 
her  ruin  be  i  6be  who  ftoiirifhed  in  pomp,  luxury  and  plenty,  and  thought  fl)  i 
fat  ax  a  queen  and  ftxniid  fee  n;>  furrow,  (halt  become  defolate,  like  a  horrid*  un¬ 
inhabited  wildernefs,  haunted  by  drmona,  and  doleful  birds*  and  ravage  beafts# 
AH  her  pride,  riches*  and  luxury,  fliall  he  turned  into  flume,  want,  and  nailery* 
all  her  joy  into  mourning  ;  and  all  her  pleafurc  into  torment.  She  Hull  he 
ftript  of  .dl  her  grealuefe  and  fuuiptuous  ornaments,  and  cot  off  from  all  tie 
comforts,  convenience  *  and  necefiaries  of  life:  and  all  ranks  of  people  und  r 
her  dominion  ftull  be  reduced  to  the  utmoft  poverty  and  diftrefs ;  and  flic  fli  H 
be  repaid  with  the  hcav-LCt . vendee  nee  from  God  for  all  the  wralh  that  I  he 
had  reeked  upon  hts  faithful  fervuub  and  people.  The  tokens  of  her  torment 
Hull  be  as  vifiblc  and  effecting,  as  the  thick  and  fiery  fmokc  that  a Lcends  frj-Ti 
the  mins  of  a  dty  all  in  flames:  and  when  her  friends  that  hadlupported  h<r„ 
and  had  been  profited,  to  a  greater  or  lefc  degree,  in  temporal  concerns,  by 
the  fnie  of  her  indulgences  arid  pardons,  and  other  fpirituai  commodities,  by 
which  ftte  deceived  the  nations,  and  drew  them  into  fuperfUtion  and  idoltfiv; 
when  thefe  ftialljee  her  hidden,  mifcrable*  and  utter  dcfoLtion,  they  (ball  be 
aftomflied,  and  Utterly  lament  over  her,  as  unable  to  help  her,  or  to  be  helped 
by  her  any  more;  and  fhall  ftrive  to  get  as  far  as  they  can  out  of  the  way  of 
Gotfs judgments  upon  her,  left  they  fliould  be  fwailowed  up  In  hti  calamities,  as 
they  had  bpen  partakers  of  her  fins*  And  O  how  righttoufly  will  thefe  judgments 
be  executed  upon  her,  whofe  enormous  and  multiplied  iniquities  are  heaped  up*  as  it 
were,  to  hcaven>aH  cry  aloud  for  vengeance  Income  down  upon  her !  Her  fuperffi*" 
lieu*  IcwdntTs  and  idolatry,  luxury  sad  ;iauglitiueG>*crucItyaudperjecuL;on  of  the 

tiiut- 


th«  xix.  Reyelatiok  paraphrafed*  3-tp 

i’.mts  and  fcrvanU  ofChrift  ;  hpr  merchant ic  of  the  fouls*  as  well  as  bodies  of 
rnoii*  to  their  defrriiftton  •  her  alluretHents  of  fcit;gs  ami  luiiotts  to  for  Cake  God, 
and  join  themfelves  to  idols,  Audi  ail  be  remembered  in  his  wrath,  to  her  ever- 
Miitg  eemfurton*  With  what  abhorrence  ilioukt  all  the  people  of  God  fr  pirate 
from  her  communion*  left  they  partake  of  her  fin  it,  and  of  'her  puniflimcntai  Awl 
],o  y£  Hioidd  they  rejoice  and  triumph,  in  nrffcclimi  that  the  time  is  coming,  when 
G  ^d  will  vindicate  bis  righteous  caufo,  and  aves-ge  them,  in  their  juft  deftnidioa, 
and  will  deliver  them  from  all  her  moldtatiuns  for  ever ! 


i  j^=! _ S— ■  'J-  1'  ■  ■SJI  -  "dMl 

CHAP,  XIX. 

The  church  both  in  heaven  And  on  earth  triumph^  and  praife  the  Lord  for 
hh  righteous  judgments  upon  the  great  whore  of  Ua  byion,  and  for 
the  honour  of  their  own  efpoufal  to  Chrijly  i, — #,  An  angel  pro¬ 
nounces  them  bkfftd*  and refufes  the  worfbip  which  John  offered  bhm9 
pf  10*  Then  follows  another  vijion  of  Chrijl ,  as  going  forth 
white  horfe  at  the  head  of  bis  armyf  which  is  atfo  mounted  on  white 
horfesy  to  make  war  againjl  the  beafty  and  his  armies*  which  are  lit- 

terfy  and  miferably  dejiroyed^  II, — 2i. 

Tk*t,  Paraphrase, 

^NDafteriW;  A  NDiffer  the  preceding  vifions  of  the  total  roln  of 
thfapihcvd  -£X  the  great  whore  of  Babyhn>  in  the  downfal  of  the 

raST^optc  ii  Fpd  fWef  C'1^  an<*  emPi,c>  roechoogbt  I  beard  an 
htav«n,  hying,  exceeding  load  and  joyful  acclamation  of  the  heavenly 
AlUl»i»:  6Wa-  church,  faying*  in  obedience  to  the  order,  {chap,  xviit. 

Wii ’dottur  and  20*)  Halieiujah,  Praife  ye  the  Lord  -,  We  applaud,  and 
lower  onrothe  call  upon  all  the  feints  on  earth  to  join  with  us  in  blef- 
t.ord crar  Gorf :  fmg  ihe  Lord  our  God  for  the  happinefs  of  his  people, 

in  their  complete  deliverance  from  the  corruptions  and 
tyranny  of  the  amichriflian  church.  The  glory,  ho* 
nour  and  power,  which  are  confpicuous  in  all  God’s 
works  of  creation,  providence,  and  redemption,  and 
particularly  in  this  remarkably  glorious  difpenfation, 
ought  to  be  aferibed,  with  the  greateft  veneration  and 
cbeerfulnefe,  to  his  holy  name, 

»  For  true  a  M  2  For  he  has  faithfully  fulfilled  his  prom  i  ft  $  to  bis 

iwfmenis1”  fiir  P^P^t  as  W'U  aS  proved  himfelf  to  be  true  to  hi$ 
h«  hath  judj>ej  threatnings  againft  his  and  their  enemies  ;  and  has  ad_ 
th,  great  whore,  ed  a  moll  righteous  part  in  the  punifiimcnt  he  baa  de- 
whl'h  If**  nounced  againft,  and  inflicted  upon  them :  For  he  has 
with  her  fornica-  condemned*  smd  executed  judgment  upon  antichniUati 
tion,  aiwt '  hath  Rome,  (which  may  be  compared  to  a  great  ftrumpet,) 

wf'his^fervinlr*!  an<*  UP°°  *)er  ^overs»  f°r  1*1C  iniquity  of  her  doings, 
berfauxl.  and  for  their  compliance  with  her  allurements,  who  had 

fpread  idolatrous  fornication  throughout  her  territories 

on  the  earth,  and  thereby  corrupted  the  religion  and 

manners  of  her  fubjetls  :  And  now  God  has  taken  juft 

Vengeance  unen  her  frr  -,!i  th=  blocd  of  bis  feints  and 

mini. 


The  Revel i  t  ion  parapbrafed.  Ch*  zix* 


j  Atd  a^In 
they  faid,  Aik- 
lAiah.  And  her 
ftnoke  nde  up  for 
ever  and  ever. 


4  And  the  four 
am!  t  «cnty  el¬ 
ders,  andthefovr 
kilift  fell  down 
aud  wen  fhtpped 

Gud  that  Ht  oti 

the  throne,  fjy* 
iag,  AintOj  Al- 

klu^ 


J  And  a  voice 
came  urn  of  the 
throne ,  Dying , 

Praife 


miniftring  feryants,  which  (he  has  unrightOQufly  and 
cruelly  caufed  to  be  (bed,  on  account  of  their  faithful* 
nefs  to  him  j  and  he  has  required  tier,  in  kind)  accord* 
log  to  her  defer:** 

3  And  they  repeated  their  Hallelujahs  f>  beginning* 
carrying  on>  and  ending  their  fuit^,  with  joyous  and 
triumphant  thanksgivings  and  praiftf,  for  the  utter  dif- 
foluttun  of  the  idolatrous  and  perfreuting  power  of 
Home.  And  the  perpetuity  and  milery  of  her  overthrow, 
never  to  revive  nny  more,  was  represented  by  the  cm* 
blcm  of  horrible  frnokc  from  the  unquenchable  fire 
that  coufumed  her,  as  inccJTatitly  afee  tiding  from  her 
ruins  to  an  tndkfs  eternity, 

4  Then  the  four-and-twenty  elders*  and  the  four  Ii~ 
ving  creatures*  the  reprefentatives  of  the  church,  and 
of  gofpel-mtniftersj  (fee  the  notes  on  chap.  it.  4,  6,) 
pro  lira  red  themfehxs  with  the  profonndeft  reverence, 
and  paid  their  adorations  and  praifes  to  the  great  God, 
who  appeared  as  feated  on  his  imperial  throne,  faying, 
We  heartily  join  with  the  genera!  aftembly  [ver*  l)  in 
their  hymn  of  praife  for  the  judgments -which  thou  haft 
executed  upon  this  antichriftian-power  >  and  in  teftimo- 
ny  of  our  high  approbation  of,  and  concurrence  with, 
all  the  aferiptions  of  honour  to  thee  on  true  important 
occasion,  we  add  our  Arnett :  Hallelujah^  praifed  be  the 
Lord! 

5  Soon  after  this  I  heard  a  voice,  which  feemed  to 
be  uttered  by  a  glorious  angel,  and  to  come  forth  im¬ 
mediately  from  before  the  throne  of  God  in  beaten 

faying. 


NOTES* 


f  Hallelujah  is  a  moft  lively  and  CGitipre* 
hen  live  exprdlion  of  pruifc,  oft^n  uied,  and 
tranfhrcd,  **  Praife  ye  the  Lord,"  in  the 
PDims;  the  tiveidt  of  whkh,  whh  flvcral 
others,  *bejin  and 'end,  as  this  heavenly 
hymn  doth,  with  (hat  word:  And  iertnd 
cftpofiLors  have  thought  that  this  being  ori* 
ginajlya  Hebrew  word,  retiincd  in  thi>  fong 
5f  ptaift,  inti  mates  tha%  upon  the  dcfh'uc- 
tfoo  or  Rome,  which  may  probably  W  by 
tire,  (fee  the  note  on  chap*  aviii.  9*)  the 
Jews  frail  be  converted,  who  were  prcjudifL-il 
agtfnft  <JhrifUiui:y,  all  stlonj  before,  by  the 
idolatry  and  pcrfecuiionE  of  the  Papacy} 
and  that  they  are  here  called  upnn  to  pin 
with  the  Gentile  church,  in  praiiing  the 
Lord  fur  chW  wonderful  and  entire  icibuc- 
lion  of  the  Rocruffc  an tichritfian* power, 

^  A  voice  came  from  the  throne," 
is  not  here  to  be  uhdct'Oood  as  the  UnmedUte 
voice  of  God  himDlf :  Per  he  could  no:  pro¬ 
perly  fay,  “  Piaifrour  God,  ail  ye  that  foir 
**  huu,1*  Nor  do  l  appr;h;nd  it  to  lure 


Wen  the  immediate  voice  nf  Chrift*  For 
though  he,  as  mao  and  Mediator,  called  hi* 
dilciplc*  his 41  brethren,”  and  feet  a  jnelL^c 
to  them,  ikying,  (Jubu  xx<  i;<)  fee  the  pa- 
iripiirafe  there,)  (*  1  aieend  to  my  Father  and 
11  your  Father,  and  to  my  God  and  your 
4*  Gods13  yet  be  there  exprefled  hUo*w 
and  th^ir  rcktiOD  to  God  diCUly,  in  inch 
a  manner,  aj  rcfcrvcd  the  pre-eminence  to 
bimfctf*  However,  admitting  that  Ctarft, 
as  tiw  bead  of  the  church,  might  have  eat** 
ed  upon  them,  faying*  wvhout  any  impro¬ 
priety,  ■*  Praiic  our  God yet  the  perinn 
who  uttered  this  voice  feems  to  be  the  fame 
tint  nrdcitd  the  apod;  Job  it  ■  to  write, 
“  Blcfled  iire  they  nhich  arc  called  unto  llic 
“  marriage  (upper  of  the  and  that 

refufod  the  worthip  which  J>hn  offered  ft! 
pay  him,  under  nalftake,  (vet.  p,  io,) 

whereas  our  blcJltd  Lord  never  i  do  led  rLb- 
gioa-hr>m'rt£e  frt»m  any,  (which  was  always 
his  due  as  Go>i)  even  while  be  was  iir  tbU 
lla'ji  oi  liduiJli^Lon  upon  earth  ;  much  kfi 


Ch.  m. 


The  Revelation  far&fhrafcd. 


Prrife  our  God, 
:lU  ye  his  fir- 
v^tsandyethat 
far  bim^  both 

fm&Jl  lud  great- 


0  And  t  bard 
a*  it  were  the 
vo'^ec  oi"  a  great 
multitude,  and  as 
ihc  voice  of  many 
water*;  and  as  the 
voice  of  ra']^h:y 
thundering*,  lay- 
injr,  Alleluia:  for 
the  I^crdGod  vm- 
nipuicor  reign- 

eth. 


7  Let  Q£  be 

5!  ad  and  rejoice, 
and  give  hofv'iir 
co  hip  ;  for  the 
marriage  of  the 
ha  mb  is  come, 
and  his  wife  haib 
tii^dc  heriil  r«- 

dX* 


faying  to  the  church*»mtU:anr'on  earth,  Emit,  adore  and 
blefc  the  name  of  our  giaciuus  God,  who  has  faithfully 
performed  his  promifts  to  you,  O  all  ye  his  true  war- 
fhippers,  that  love  and  iVrve  him,  and  reverence  and 
fear  Ins  holy  Mdjefty,  whether  yc  be  of  high  or  low  de¬ 
gree,  or  whatever  your  rank  and  attainments  of  a 
religious  or  civil  nature 

6  And  according  to  this  divine  command,  met  bought 
I  iaftanriy  heard  an  innumerable  company,  even  all 
that  feared  the  Lord  both  /mall  aud  great  t  joining  if  Mr 
the  ntmoft  alacrity  in  acclamations  of  joy  and  praife* 
on  account  of  the  glorious  and  happy  (late  of  the  cbmch 
on  earth,  confeqnent  to  the  ovenhiow  and  pamfhment 
of  all  antiebridian  powers,  (chap*  xx.  t, — 6.) ;  and  the 
found  of  their  united  voices  was,  for  (Irengtb  and  loud* 
nefs,  like  the  noife  of  va(t  cataracts  of  -water*  or  even 
the  roaring  of  the  fca,  and  the  flrongeft  claps  of  thun¬ 
der,  faying,  BaiUkjab%  We  exult  and  iriomph,  uitd 
call  upon  all  o;hers  m  praife  the  Lord ;  For  now  in  a 
more  eminent  and  glorious  manner,'  than  ever  before* 
the  Almighty  Jehovah,  die  ever  living  and  true  God  % 
to  whofe  empire  the  whole  creation  is  fubjecl,  mani* 
fefts  his  great  power  and  glory  in  his  ruling  over  alii 
and  has  fee  up  bis  kingdom  of  grace  in  cur  world  with 
the  greateft  majelly,  light,  and  liberty,  purity,  peace, 
and  eitenGve  dominion,  to  the  coniuiionof  his  cuemies, 
and  the  joy  of  his  faints, 

7  Let  us  now  indulge  a  facred  pleafure  and  delight 
in  him,  and  pay  all  honour,  thankigiving  and  priife  to 
him  :  For  the  happy  time  is  now  come  publicly  and  vi- 
fibly  to  folemnizc  the  eljvjufal  of  Omit  to  his  church* 
(2  Cor^xu  a.)  whom  he  has  redeemed  to  his  Father  and 
piuchafcd  for  himfelf,  with  his  own  precious  hi  cod,  as 
the  Lamb  that  vsasjl.iinf  (chap*  v.  9,  12-);  and  (he  be¬ 
ing  joined  in  a  marriage-covenant  with  h;m*  who  re* 

joicts  over  ber9  as  a  bridegroom  over  the  bride  f ,  (If** 

IxiL 


H  O  T  E  S  * 


it  te  fuppofwS  rEm  he  wnaM  refuie  it  hi 
hij  iU:e  of  whatinn  in  heaven,  1  tlmc- 
fore  take  this  voice  to  have  been  pronounced 
by  1  created  angel,  «bo  was  near  the  thr.^ic 
0/  God,  and  wag  probably  cither  die  an^ci 
by  vboni  dliriit  fignified  the  thin^  tor.- 
uiacd  in  t hi*  prophecy  to  his  *et vzm  John, 
(chip*  L  i.)  Qf  the  anget  *  ho.  had  41  Ihewn 
“  onto  him  the  Judgment  or  the  great 
**  whore*"  (chap*  %v\i*  t,) 

*  *'  The  Lord  God  potent  reigns" 
may  be  t'otiiidered  with  relation  to  the  Father* 
t>r  to  ihc  Son,  who  ijdfo  **  the  notify  God," 
^lAht.d*}  and  I  think  ;&  fl  Ike 


*'  l+oiil  God  A'r.vjjhty,"  Rev.  ati*  t?.  (fcs 
the  >so;c  riicrc.)  Accordingly,  tE^e  kingdom 
here  f|*>kcn  of  is  41  llic  kingdom  of  the 
“  Lord  end  of  Clrrilt ; **  and  is  callcl 
41  the  ki»L>dr>«tt  fif1  our  God,  and  the  pVT7Cr 
li  nr*  hi*  tlhriit,"  cli=p*  *i*  js-  afld  id:.  10* 
|  l)r  Mo<c  and  Mr  Mtdc  fuppofe,  that 
41  the  marriage  of  riic  Lamb,  and  his 
11  ivJer  to  the  CT?nverlioa 

of  tl.t  Jcur  ,  who  hdi-n^  torsanly  invited  to 
^  rhe  « tbv  King's  Ion,"  teioied 
to  fy:nc  ;  Let  n;v\  bring  ;jd  piepa’* 

re-!,  ri^de  Lade  tv 


Cfa*  ilx. 
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9  And  to  Tier 
was  granted*  that 
Ac  ihould  be  ar¬ 
rived  in  fine  1L 
nen,  tlcnu  and 
white :  for  the 
line  hum  is  the 
Tt£hteou£hc£s  of 
fritfi. 


Tir  HevuiTion  parapirafii . 

Iiiu  5,)  is  now  cheerfully  waiting  in  a  prepared  (late 
and  frame  to  meet  her  bridegroom*  and  enter  into  bis 

joy. 

8  And  that  Ihe  might  be  fimably  adorned  for  bis  re* 
reception*  it  was  gracioufly  vouch  fa  fed  to  her  that*  as 
grand  bridegrooms  ufe  to  make  prefents  of  rich  attire 
to  their  brides  of  inferior  char  after*  that  they  may 
make  a  becoming  appearance  at  the  celebration  of  their 
nuptials  $  fo  (lie  fhould  be  beautifully  decked*  at  her 
hu  (band's  expmee*  with  the  mod  excellent  ornaments; 
which  may  be  compared  to  the  fineft  linen  that  is  fpot- 
Icfs  and  bright*  a  lively  emblem  of  honour*  favour*  and 
acceptance*  and  of  purity  and  holinefs:  For  the  line 
linen  fignifies  (/mw/w*)  the  righceoufne(T«&  both  of 
juftificaiion  by  faith  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl  to 
intitie  her  to  heavenly  blifs,  and  of  fanfttfication  by 
his  Spirit  to  make  her  meet  for  enjoying  it ;  both'  of 
which  are  put  upon  all  the  faints*  like  garments  of  faL 
vathtt)  the  robe  of  right eovfn*fs%  and  the  wdJing  gar* 
ment.  (Ifa.  htu  to.  and  Matth*  xxii.  11*  iz.) 

p  Then  the  angel,  who  had  uttered  the  voice  from 
the  heavenly  throne*  (fee  the  note  on  ver,  5.)  applied 
himfelf  direftly  to  me*  faying*  Id  confideration  of  what 
you  have  now  heard*  write  down,  for  the  (landing  ufe 
of  the  church  under  all  tribulations*  that  they*  and  they 
only*  are  fubflantially  and  fe  curdy  blcflcd*  and  (hall  be 
fofor  ever*  who  are  effeftudly  called  by  divine  grace* 
and  admitted  to  all  fplrituzl  entertainments  and  delights* 
which  may  be  figured  out  by  the  marriage* fcaft,  that 
the  Lamb  ot  God  has  made  For  his  bride-  {Luke  xiv< 
15*  j6.)  And  he*  who  talked  with  me,  further  faid* 
This,  and  ail  other  things  revealed  in  your  vifions,  arc 
the  infallible  truths  of  God*  and  (hall  certainly  have  a 
pun  final  accomplilhment  in  their  feafon*  according  to 
his  word*  (Chap.  iiu  j.and  xrii.  6.) 

lo  Upon  hearing  thefe  great  and  comfortable  things 
from  the  angel*  who  appeared  in  fiich  an  tlluflrious  and 
majeftic  form*  as  feemed  like  that  of  the  angel  of  the 
covenant*  I*  in  a  tranfport  of  admiration  and  joy*  pro-* 
(Irated  myfelf  at  bis  feet  to  pay  him  divine  honours,  as 
the  Son  of  God :  But  be  haftily  [lopped  me  ihorr*  and* 
cor  reding  my  mi  (lake*  ft  id  to  me,  in  like  manner  as 
theapolllcs  Peterf  Patti)  and  Barnabas  did  to  thofe  that 
offered  them  religious  worth  ip,  {dfts  x,  25,  z6.  and 

xiv.  13* — 15-}  Take  heed  what  ye  do  # :  This  fort  o£ 

worfliip 

NOTE. 

*  The  irorlhip  which  John  offered  to  this  kems  not  to  Kars  been  merd*  eidi  re:p<^}, 
gloriout  angel,  (fee  the  aoic  ou  rer.  but  of  s  rc-iciocs  ezmxz  :  I  or  iher.-  w n  0 


0  had  he  faith 
onto  me,  Wrtlc, 
Bk(U  are  they 
vhkh  are  cat 
ltd  unto  the 

marmgc  *  flipper 
of  the  Lamb  * 
Anil  he  faith  uo- 
to  me*  Tbefe  are 
the  true  faying* 
of  Cod. 


ro  And  I  fell 
at  bit  feet  to 
wotftip  him  ; 
And  he  faid  un¬ 
to  fire.  See  then 
do  it  not :  I  am 
ihf  fellow  -  frf- 
vant,  ardof  tby 

brethren  that 
hare  the  icftiitio- 
ny  of  Jefu*  . 
-Wnrlbip  God  ; 
for  the  tdHmony 
cf  Jefiili*  thefj>i- 
rit  of  prophecy. 


Cb.  xfr» 
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It  And!  ftw 

freavcii  opened  ^ 
and  hdudd,  a 
whl<«  horici  and 
be  ihai  fat  upon 
him  Vf*t  ciijed 

and 

Truc^-nd  io  jigb- 
teoufiief*  be  doth 
fudge  and  make 
*’ir< 


worfliip  mull  not  be  paid  ro  me,  who, 1  though  a  gluri* 
fied  fpirir,  am  not  a  divine  per!^n,  but  only  one  cf 

your  Mlow*firrvants  and  brethren  in  my  preient  employ¬ 
ment)  who  am  commiffioned  by  the  L*>rd  Jeftis  to  rtr*ks 
known  to  you  the  things  that  rciar:  to  hie  p.rfor^ca^ft1, 
and  government,  and  to  the  i  evolution'?  he  ivijl  make 
in  the  church  and  in  the  world,  as  yon  alfo  are  to  com* 
rounicate  them  to  others,  {Chap.  i.  i,  1  )  Let  ri!  y azi 
religious  worflripbe  refrrvcrf  for,  and  paid  only  tv  Go d* 
to  whom  alone  it  is  due,  {Mutth*  iv.  !□.);  and  hy  no 
means  to  me-t  For  the  teliimony  J  have  bom  to  jefus, 
the  Saviour,  is  dictated  to  me  by  the  fame  Divine 
Spirit,  who  infpired  the  ancient  prophets,  and  who  by 
me  now  reveals  to  you  the  future  events  contained  in 
your  vifions,  that  you  may  convey  them  to  the  church 
for  their  fupport  and  comfort :  And  therefore  religious 
adoration  U  no  more  due  from  you  to  me,  than  from 
me  to  you  $  and  fo  he  refUGet*  my  miftake. 

ii  In  my  next  prophetic  vifion,  methought  I  faw 
heaven  itfelf  opened,  from  whence  the  Saviour  came 
forth,  with  divine  majefty  and  glory,  to  efpoufe  tha 
caufe  of' his  people  in  the  moll  effectual  manner  againft 
their  antidmftian  enemies ;  and,  behold,  a  figurative 
reprefentation  of  a  white  horfe  appeared  to  my  view, 
fitch  as’ generals  were  wont  to  ride  in  foEcmn  triumphs  j 
Which  may  be  tonGdered  as  an  emblem  of  the  everlaft* 
ing  gofpcl,  that  fbduid  prevail  more  extenGvely  and 
fuocefs£uUy>  than  ever  before,  with  light  and  parity, 
fpeed  and  power,  in  its  hft  promulgation  through  the 
earth  ;  And  he,  who  appeared  as  riding  profperoufly 
upon  it  to  guide  and  govern  its  courfe,  was  the  Lord 
Chrift,  the  Captain  of  Privation,  who  is,  ever  was,  and 
will  be,  and  may  juftly  be  called,  and  in  this  glorious 

difpenfation, 

T  £• 

Acftioo,  feme  time  after  *be  former 
which  was  nut  ejuite  to  ftronj  and  ■Icc.uiW  .is 
th^.t  which  ;  LLtid  migJv  precipitate 

him  into  the  urood,  ;tt  it  ’;ad  i#ri*  the  firft 
mistake*  A:id  h  Lcj  j  wjj  a  neglefl  of  duo 
ennf*  he  n/igbt  be  fciTered't:*  fill  In¬ 
to  the  fk-ife  cltov  [o  fhe.v  what  imper- 

fettle  -ittendt  rht  livrt  nn*n  In  riii*  world, 
md  to  gir^an  opportunity  for! he  mmo  *r- 

die  c&mai  fiiieoi'  -il  reli¬ 
gious  WOlfbip  *E  the  q\q(c  of  he  C4»lvl£  of 
the  K tv  Tcft&awtii* ;  js  ativ  *or  the  nwc 
flioogly  coodeuiidii?  the  worflup  of  fjintv 
and  angels.  ami  giifijiap  ;h<*  people  G&d 
•jiirJt  \  wirch  m*.  f  pi  fit  of  prophHy  fore* 
fow  would  natar:->uA/  prevail  in  the  anfjf 
chrtfli&u  church  of  Roipc* 


H  O 

reafan  why  the  an«1  Should  refute  to  accept 
of  ctvit  refpefli  and  bis  ordering  the  apo- 
file  to  pay  chat  very  fort  of  worth  Lp  fo  Old 
uhifh  be  wm  about  to  offer  him,  (chap*  xiiu 
9^)  was  AinLy  more  than  civil  hu»--tirt  which 
is  infinitely  beneath  God's  acceptance ,  aud 
would  be  to  put  him  upon  a  level  o  h  tome 
exalted  mature. — - — It  tn^  h»dcvd  (eem 
ftrange^  that  the  ^pofllc  J^hn  Should,  after 
this  rebuke,  fo  fir  forget  hirafdf,  as  to  at¬ 
tempt  fuch  an  idolatrous  aft  a  fccond  :'z;c, 
as  in  ebap*  tali.  8.  is  to  be  courier¬ 

ed,  that  as  Pcitr,  b  the  mount  of  Tranf* 
figuration,  was  b  futh  an  ecflacy  of  awful 
vender  sod  joy,  that  **  be  knew  not  wlwt 
*'  to  fay,1'  (Mark  lx,  l.)  lo  ilic  ap^fUo  John 
was  in  inch  a  tranfport  and  furprife,  ss 
n:i"ht  cot  Admit  of  cal iu  and  deliberate  re- 

Vot.  Vf.  z 
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The 


Cb. 


f  i  Hb  eyes  vm 
is  a  JUnie  of  fire, 
and  on  bit 
head  wot  many 
cnivns;  and  he 
had  a  name  writ* 
ten  that  no  man 
k  new  but  he  hiHi- 
fclf : 


13  Andhtvdf 

clothed  with  ve* 
ftunr  dipped  in 
blood  ;  and  hi$ 
name  1*  called. 
The  word  of 
God. 


14  And  the 
armies  which  were 
Jn  heaven  folio  w- 
d  him  upon 
white  horfet,  do* 
thed  in  fine  linen,- 
whiu  ud  dun. 


difpen fation  will  eminently  appear  to  be,  faithful  and 
tme  to  his  Father,  who  appointed  him,  and  to  all  thofc 
that  put -their  trull  in  him  }  faithful  in  performing  his 
promifes  to  them,  and  true  in  executing  his  threatnings 
upon  his  and  their  adverfaries:  And  his  procedure  is 
with  righteous  judgment  in  talcing  the  part  of  his  church 
againit  his  and  their  enemies,  and  in  Jetting  himfeif, 
as  iq  battle-array,  again  ft  ail  that  oppofe  his  caufe  and 
kingdom  in  tbe  world. 

12  The  eyes  of  this  auguft  perfon  appeared  to  he  as 
bright  and  penetrating,  awful,  terrible,  and  burning,  as 
a  flame  of  fire,  (chap,  u  *4*),  and  on  his  head,  was  a  ■ 
reprefentarion  of  many  crowns  let,  as  it  were,  one  u- 
pon  another,  the  fymbols  of  his  natural  and  mediatori¬ 
al  authority,  and  univerfal  dominion  over  the  church  j 
and  the  world,  in  all  fpi ritual  and  temporal  concerns, 
and  of  his  fubduing  all  nations  and  things  to  himfdf: 
And  he  bore  an  adorable  name,  which,  as  expreflive 
of  his  divine  nature  and  perfections,  and  of  his  digni¬ 
ty  and  authority,  is  the  Word  made  jfc/b,  (John  i.  1, 
14.)  was  fo  wonderful,  (IJa*  ix.  6*}  that,  like  the  name 
Jebovahy  no  mere  creature  knew  any  thing  of  it,  till 
it  was  revealed;  and  even  then  it  was  fo  incomprehen¬ 
sible  by  any  of  them,  that  none  but  himfdf,  to  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  all  creatures,  could  fully  under  ft  and  the  deep 
myfteries  contained  in  it.  (See  Matth *  xi*  27*} 

13  He  was  further  represented  to  me,  like  a  mighty 
and  victorious  general,  as  wearing  a  garment  all  over 
ftained  with  the  blood  of  his  vanquished  and  11a ugbtered 
enemies,  over  whom  he  was  to  gain  a  compUat  con- 
queft  in  his  (late  of  exaltation,  as  the  reward  of  his 
obedience  and  fu fieri ngs  unto  death,  when  his  raiment 
was  dyed  with  bis  own  blood  ip  his  ltate  of  bumiiin- 
tion  ;  And  one  of  the  glorious  names  that  properly  be¬ 
longs  to  him,  and  he' is  known  by  in  the  church,  ac¬ 
cording  to  dmne  revelation,  (chap,  i.  2,  9*  and  John  I. 
1,  14,)  is  the  eternally  dTential  and  perfon  a  I,  who  in 
due  time  became  the  declarative  and  executive  word  if 
God* 

14  And  his  armies,  confining  not  merely  of  the 

heavenly  hod  of  angels,  who  as  mimftring  fpi  fits  attend 
him,  but  chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  of  his  mini  ft  ring  fer- 
vams  and  faithful  people,  who  are  born  from  above, 
have  their  citizenlhip  in  heaven,  and  are  joined  in  com* 

munion  with  tbe  general  ajfcmbly  and  church  of  tbejirji - 
horny  vt hofe  names  are  written  in  heaven:  Thefe,  like 
a  numerous  and  wdl-ducipimed  army  of  tbe  calL\i% 
ehofen  and faithful)  (chap.  xvii.  14.)  who  had  lifted  as 

volunteer* 


Ch.  xSx» 


I  f  And  oat  of 
hi*  mouth  gorth 
i  fturp  fword  t 
that  whh  it  he 
Ibould  fmife  the 
rations:  and  be 
fh^Ll  rule  them 
with  a  rod  of 
iruo  :  and  be 
treadeth  the  wine- 
prsft  of  tfcc  fierce- 
pef’j  tod  wrath  of 
Abriigbt^  God. 


1 6  Andbchatk 

on  bb  ? dlare  aid 
on  hU  thigh  a 
name  written  * 
KING  OF 
KINGS,  AND 
LORD  OF 
LORDS* 
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volunteers  under  his  banner,  And  were  headed  and  stni- 
mated  by  Mm,  appeared  as  marching  after  their  glori¬ 
ous  Leader  with  exceeding  pomp  and  fpkndor,  to  make 
up  bis  magnificent  train,  as  mounted,  like  himfelf,  u- 
pon  white  horfes,  the  emblem  of  gofpel-truth  and  pu? 
rity,  joy  and  victory  ;  and  they  feemed  to  be  rich¬ 
ly  arrayed  with  fine  linen,  bright  and  pure,  an  emblem 
of  the  robe  of  rigbttoufnefs  and  garment  of  falvation* 
which,  as  has  been  fajd,  (per*  8,}  lignify  the  rights* 
oufnejfes  of  the  faints*  The  meaning  of  all  which  may 
be  confidered  as  pointing  to  fiich  a  itate  of  peace  and 
mumphr  and  of  dignity  and  honour,  like  kings  arid 
priefts  unto  God,  that  the  church  of  Chrift  on  earth 
Ihould  now  be  advanced  to,  as  bears  a  near  rcfemblance 
of  what  is  enjoved  in  heaven* 

*  15  And  to  allure  me  that  the  Captain  of  falvatiori 
would  obtain  his  vi&ories,  not  by  any  power  of  his  fol* 
lowers,  as  of  themfelvcs,  but  entirely  by  his  own  pow¬ 
er,  as  exerted  either  immediately,  or  mediately  by  them, 

1  faw  the  appearanct  of  a  fharp  fword  proceeding  out 
of  his  mouth,  an  emblem  of  his  dreadful  threatmngs, 
and  of  bis  having  the  power  of  the  fword,  which  be 
would  ufe  according  to  his  word,  in  taking  righteous 
vengeance  on  the  idolatrous,  perfecting,  and  finful  na¬ 
tions,  and  would  rule  over  them  by  his  authority  atld 
power,  as  t pith  an  iron  fcepter3  and  iafb  them  in  pieces 
tike  a  potter fs  vtffel3  (Pi,  ii-  9.) ;  And  as,  their  ini¬ 
quity  being  full,  they  were  thoroughly  fitted  for  de- 
ilru&ion,  like  clutters  of  grapes  fully  ripe  to  be  trodden 
and  fqueezed  in  a  wine-prefs  >  fo  he  would  tread  them 
in  his  angerj  and  trample  them  in  bis  fvrj>  (Ifa*  Ixiii.  3*) 
and  thereby  crufh  them  to  death  by  terrible  impreffions 
of  the  heavieft  wrath,  which  is  no  left  than  that  of 
God  Almighty,  whofe  power  is  infinite  and  irrefiftible; 
and  none  cm  ft&nd  before  bis  indignation  or  abide  in 
the  fiircentfs  of  bis  anger *  (Nah,  i*  6.) 

1$  And  this  ?iftoriou3  avenger  of  his  church  upon  bis 
and  tbeir  enemies  was  further  reprefented,  as  having  an 
infcription  of  another  of  his  diftinguifiiing  tides,  like 
a  motto  wrote  upon  his  upper  raiment,  and  particularly 
on  that  part  of  it  which  covered  his  thigh,  the  place 
where  the  fword  ufually  hangs  in  order  to  its  being 
drawn,  ( Pf  ilv*  3*)  and  where  ir  might  be  vifible  to 
all  around  him,  importing,  that  he  is,  and  byhismigh* 
xy  a£b  Ibon  would  effeduafiy  prove  himfelf  to  be,  by 
way  of  eminence,  thefoverdgn  Lord  and  Ruler  of  all 
the  potentates,  princes,  and  nobles,  of  the  earth  (far  be¬ 
yond  what  the  vain-glorious  monarch  s  of  the  Eajl  could 

f  Z  2  claim 


Ourii* 
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chum]  to  govern,  influence  or  reftrain,  fave  or  deftroy 
them ;  and  ro  do  hia  will,  and  work  by  and  upon  them, 
a>  kerns  belt  in  his  fight* 

n  _  ~ 

i7  And  I  five  iy  And  the  more  deeply  to  imprefs  me  with  a  fenfe 

in  the  *he  dreadful,  esrenfive,  and  eompleat  devastation  he 

he  vj it*l  with  a  would  make  upon  all  his  antichrifl tan  enemies,  IbeheM 
luud.  vow,  lay irtg  an  angel  as  illullrious  and  confpicuous  to  the  whole 

thii^fly^in^the  world,  as  if  he  flood  in  the  iridft  of  the  fun  to  be  Teen 
midft  of  heaven,  of  all :  And  whh  a  voice  ftrong  and  loud  enough  to  be 
Caipcjuul  gather  far  and  wide,  he  fummoned  all  the  ravenous  birds 

SotwiwiIkS-  lhat  ®f  i°  the  rcgion  of  the  air,  faying,  in  aHu/ion  to 
pn-  cf  the  grat  a  day  of  general  fl,uighter,  in  which  the  dead  bodies  of 
0wl  >  the  data  arc  expofett  to  be  devoured  by  thofe  voracious 

animals,  Come  and  gather  yourfclvea  together,  to  eat 
the  csruies  of  thofe  that  fall  in  battle  ;  which  the  King 
of  kings  and  Lord  if  lordi,  (ver. '  1 6.)  who  is  the  great 
Cod,  (Tit.  ii.  13*)  has  prepared- for  you  to  feaft  upon, 
as  in  a  held  all  over  covered  with  the  dead  bodies  of 


18  That  ye  may 
cal  the  flefh  of 
king*,  sind  the 
fkOx  of 

gnd  the  flrih  r>f 

nijlitj'  itieti,  and 

thefT*fh»f  frerte*, 
ind  of  theiii  that 
fit  on  tnem}  a^ul 
the  flefb  of  all 

men,  both  fice 

anil  bomj,  both 

fmall  and  great. 


79  And  f 
the  be*A>  and  the 
kiMU  of  the 

earth, 


vanquilhed  and  fhughtered  armies  ;  which  may  be con¬ 
fide  red  as  Chrift*$  call  to  his  people  on  earth,  by  a  com- 
ruiflioned  angd,  to  rejoice  and  triumph  over  them,  like 
his  guefts,  invited  to  feaft  on  the  facrifice  which  he 
wnuld  make  to  his  wrath  and  joftice,  for  their  actual 
deliverance  from  the  power  of  thofe  that  hated  zui  op* 
prefTed  them* 

18  G>me  ye  all  hither,  that,  to  allude  to  an  ancient 
prophecy,  [Ezek*  xxm*  17,-21*)  ye  may  regdc  your- 
feives,  and  feed  to  the  full  on  the  carcafes  of  the 
wicked  kings  of  the  earth,  and  particularly  of  the 
Roman  Popifti  empire ;  and  of  the  commanders  of 
armies,  and  of  men  of  migbry  valour  ;  and  may  feaft 
upon  ibe  flefti  of  war-horfes  and  their  riders;  and 
upon  the  flefti  of  al]  ranks-  and  orders  of  men  which 
had  taken  the  part*  and  joined  in  the  caufcof  antiehriil, 

whether  they  be  mailers, or  fervanta  and  Daves,  higher 
low,  who  dial)  univerfally  fall  a  prey  to  you,  like  dead 
bodies  on  the  field  of  battle  j  which  may  be  confidcred 
as  a  itroog  figurative  reprefentarion  of  the  faints  rejoic¬ 
ing  to  divide  the  fpcil*  which  will  fall  to  them  by  the 
total  and  ignominious  deftru&ion  of  all  their  enemies, 
as  a  juft  retaliation  for  their  having  (lain  Chrift's  wit- 
nefles  ;  and  not  fullered  their  dead  bodies  to  be  put  in 
graves,  but  rejoiced  over  them  in  their  calamitous  cit- 
cumftances,  {Chap*  xL  7, — ia) 

19  Then,  after  this  fummone  to  feaft  upon  the  fliin, 
methought  T  faw  the  antichriftian  bcaft,  which  repro 
fented  Rome  papal*  as  a  perfecting  power,  rn  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  princes  and  potentates  of  the  earth  t\ut 

fup- 
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cifthf  and  fhdr 
irtttei  gathered 
tijjetntr,  toraake 

w&t  Spain  ft  Mm 
4hit  lilt  cm  the 

htrie,  uik!  again  (1 
ills  army. 
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to  And  the 

btaft  wit  taken, 
aitl  wtth  him  the 
fj'U  proplia  tiat 

wrought  Aiiradrs 
before  him,  *Hh 
which  he  fcsiv- 
d  Liven  that  had 
received  the  mark 
of  the  (raft,  and 

them  that  wor- 
Ihipp^i  Wjimijf* 
Thde  both  were 
cift  ait  vc  into  a 
lake  of  fire  bony* 
log  with  brim- 

fivoe* 


%t  And  the 

rvrtiEAtt  were 
JLU  with  the 

lword  of  -  him 

that  iat  upon  the 
hoife  *  which 
pv$+l  proceeded 
out  of  hi;  mouth: 
and  alt  Ihe  fowls 
were  fjiltJ  with 
their  d-Qi. 


fupported  it  s  and  the  whole,  Pojfe  of  forces,  confifting 
of  all  the  wicked  and  ungodly,  whether  Papifs ,  Ma* 
hornet (UUi  or  Pagans,  even  ail  that  they  could  mutter, 
aflembled  together  to  en^ag^  in  a  vigorous  and  warlike 
oppofitiou  again  it  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  f  lords , 
(who  appeared  as  fitting  oh  a  vthite  horfe,  ver*  i  j»  t6+) 
to  fubvert  his  gofpel  and  kingdom  j  and  againil  his  ar* 
my  of  faithful  fervauts  to  dcitroy  them  that  followed 
him,  as  their  Capraiu  and  Leader* 

20  And  the  iii'ue  of  this  buttle  was,  that  the  itsti- 
chritliau  persecuting  power,  which  under  one  figura¬ 
tive  view  has  been  reprefeitted  as  the  beajf^  and  under 
another,  as  the  faffs  prophet  ^  (chap*  xvi.  i  3,)  who  pre¬ 
tended  to  work  miracles  in  the  fight,  and  under  the 
protection  of  the  beaft,  and  by  his  lying  wonders  im* 
pufetl  upon,  and  deluded  the  nations  that  had  openly  pro* 
feflbd  fubjediontothebeaft,  and  in  token  of  it,  wore  its 
mark,  (fee  the  note  on  chap*  xiii*  i(J„)  and  paid  idola¬ 
trous  worlhip  to  him,  and  to  the  images  which  he  had 
fet  up  as  objette  of  religious  adoration*  Both  thefe  ido¬ 
latrous  and  perfecting  powers,  which  rruy  be  different* 
ly  conceived  of  in  their  civil  aud  ecciefaficat  capacities 
{chap*  xvu  13*}  fell  as  captives  into  the  conqueror's 
hands;  And  as  the  chiefs  of  rebellious  armies,  when 
fubriued  and  taken  prifemers,  ufe  to  be  moil  exemphri* 
ly  puailhed »  fo  thefe  who  were  the  ring-leaders  in-  the 
general  apoftacy  and  fevere  perfccuticns,  and  in  this 
war  againft  Chriit,  and  his  people  and  caufc,  were  grie- 
voufly  tormented,  like  pVfuns  cad  alive  into  anabyfsof 
fire,  burning,  like  Sodom  and  Gomorrah^  with  an  iutenfc 
andeverh(tiugfl:rrte»  as  chough  mingled  with  brimftone* 
to  feed  and  maintain  it  with  the  fiercest  rage,  that  it 
never  might  be  quenched*  (Mark  ix*  43,-48-) 

21  And  the  reit  of  the  armies,  who,  like  common 
folJiers,  fougbc  again  ft  Chrift  ami  his  church,  under 
the  command  and  influence  of  thefe  wicked  leaders, 
were  entirely  vanquished  and  expofed  to  fhame,  like  e- 
nemtes  Ann  and  unboned  ia  a  field  of  bartie,  by  the 
glorious  Conqueror  who  fat  upon  the  white  horfe,  [ver* 
1  w)  even  by  the  fh.irp  fword^  .wrhL'h  was  reprefenred  as 
proceeding  out  of  his  mouth,  (ver.  15*)  to  intimate  their 
being  defrayed  by  the  fpirit  of  bis  mouth,  and  the  bright* 
nefs  rf his  coming*  (1  ThefT  ii*  8*  <5u-)  :  And  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fummons  given  before,  {ver*  17,  18*)  all 
the  birds  of  prey  fed  upon  their  fi.»m  carctfes,  and  were 
were  fully  fatiatrd  with  their  ftclh;  which  .may  fignify 
the  famfacfcioa  that  the  church  of  Chrifl  will  have  in 
the  utter  detfructron  of  the  whole  power  of  hid  and 


Tfo  Revel*  ti  ok  faraphrafed.  Cb. xji. 

their  enemies,  as  the  glory  of  God  will  be  thereby  ma- 
nifeftsd,  and  a  way  opened  for  the  hap  pi  eft  and  raoft 
glorious  ftate  of  Chrtlft  kingdom  on  earth,  then  at  band 
to  take  place* 

I 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

O  with  what  rapturous  hallelujahs  will  the  church*tnilitant  on  earth  join  the 
chorus  of  the  church' triumphant  in  heaven,  whyn  righteous  judgment  fhatt  be 
executed  upon  all  the  poivers  of  popery,  and  their  confederate  kings  and  nations 
through  the  world  ,  and  whm  the  public  marriage  of  the  Lamb  /hall  come !  The  y 
will  then  aferibt  faWat ion,  glory,  honour,  and  power,  with  joyful  triumph  to  the 
Father  and  Son,  either  of  which  may  be  confidcred  in  their  fong  of  praife,  as  the 
Lord  their  God,  even  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent,  whofc  kingdom  rules  overall, 
as  will  then  he  uncontroulably  evident;  and  who,  in  diftta&ion  from  angels  and 
all  mere  creatures*  is  the  only  objeft  of  religious  adoration,  O  happy  fouls,  that 
fhalt  be  called  to  the  marriage- flipper  of  the  Lamb,  and  be  p  re  feu  ted  to  him  in 
robes  of  illuftrious  and  fputlefsrighteoufnefa,  as  a  bride  richly  adorned,  and  ful- 
ty  prepared  for  her  hufband !  How  glorious  will  our  Lord  Jefus  appear,  when  he 
Audi  come  forth*  as  riding  on  a  white  hoorfe,  the  fymbol  ot  victory,  joy,  and  tri¬ 
umph,  tacfpoufe  the  caufe  of  hi#  people,  and  take  vengeance  on  the  combined 
Armies  of  his  enemies  that  rofe  up  in  a  rebellious  war  againft  him ;  and  when  all  his 
true  followers,  as  beautifolly  mounted  and  arrayed*  (ball  march  after  him,  as  his 
pompous  train,  and  fharers  in  the  hippy  fruits  of  his  conqueffr,  which  they  alio 
obtain  through  him !  He  will  then  be  known  to  be  the  efilntial  and  dec  bra  tire 
word  oFGod,  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords;  titles  fo  divinely  great,  as 
can  belongtonone  but  God-*—  Falthfulnefft,  truth,  and  rigbteotafnefs  ran  through  alt 
bis  dr t pen fations  ;  his  penetrating  wifdom  and  univerfal  dominion,  bis  juft  indig¬ 
nation,  and  awful  government  and  executions  will  then  be  eminently  marufcltaJ, 
ns  fignified  by  flames  of  fire  darting  from  his  eyes,  by  many  crowns  on  his  head, 
by  a  fharp  fword  proceeding  out  of  bis  mouth*  by  his  raiment  fprmkled  with  the 
blood  of  his  adverfariea.  and  by  his  ruling  them  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  treading 
them,  as  ripe  for  deftro  ft  ion,  in  the  wioe-prefs  of  the  fierce  wrath  of  God  Almigh¬ 
ty.— Ah  1  di  final  havoc,  that  will  then  be  made  upon  alt  the  enemies  of  truth  and 
rightcnufntfs,  of  what  rank  or  degree  foever,  like  careafes  flam*  and  left  unturned 
on  a  field  of  battle  I  The  bcaft  am!  the  fa  Ife  prophet  *  all  the  tyrannical  and  idola¬ 
trous  powers  of  t  hr  Papacy,  find  be  exemphriiy  punifhed,  like  the  chief  leaders 
t>fa  rebellion,  that  are  thrown  alive,  into  a  fid  pburou  3  like  of  unquenchable  fire; 
jmd  their  whole  army  flialt  miferably  perifh.  Then  all  the  faints  (hall  be  futn moil¬ 
ed  to  feize  the  fpoils  of  war »  to  their  full  fattsfa ftion,  like  the  fowls  of  the  air  that 
fcaft  npcmtbedead  bodies  of  men,  as  their  prey-  Blefs  the  Lord,  Q  all  ye  his 
ftrvants  that  fear  him,  fmall  and  great:  For  all  the  fe  a  re  the  true  faying®  of  God, 
teftified  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  to  an  angel,  and  to  an  apoftle  who  are  only  fellow* 
for v ants  and  brethren  id  miniftring  t  hem  to  us,  furour  iiipport  and  comfort  under 
allprefent  tribulations,  which  fhall  certainly  end  tn  a  glorious  llate  of  peace,  purity, 
and  all  profperity  to  the  church.  Halellujah! 


CHAP.  XX* 

jfn  angel  dtfeends  from  heaven*  who  binds  and Jbuts  up  Satan  in  the 
bottomlefs  pit  for  a  thovf  and  years*  during  which  the  church  reigns 
with  Chrtji  in  a  glorious  fiate  on  earthy  j, — 6.  Satan  is  loafed  a * 
gain  for  a  little  while  tc  deceive  the  nations  once  moret  and  gathering 
all  his  forces  together*  makes  his  loft  effort  againfi  Chrijl  and  his 
churchy  which  iffucs  in  their  own  final  and  irretrievable  overthrow, 


Ch.  zx. 


The 


and  in  the  eternal  torment  of  the  devil ,  together  with  the  he&ft  and 
the  falfe  prophet,  7* — 10.  Hereupon  the  general  judgment  of  the 
great  day  ij  de/cribed,  in  'which  all  the  dead  are  gathered  before 
Chrift  on  his  throne ,  the  books  are  opened ,  and  they  are  judged  j  and 
ailythat  are  net  found  “written  in  the  book  of  life,  are  caft  into  the  laketf 
fire  and brimjione,  to  be  tormented  for  ever *  i  i, — 15. 


Tmt. 

AND  I  faw  All 

angel  come 

doTn  from  hei* 

vcd,  having  the 
key  of  the  hot* 
turn  left  pit,  and  a 

£reat  chain  in  hit 

and* 


i  And  he  laid 
Jwtd  on  the  dta* 
that  old  fer* 
pent ,  «nkh  u 

the  deiil  and  Se¬ 
wn,  xrd  bound 
a  tl^ufjnd 

tear*. 


PERIOD  IV, 

Pi  MPHRAtt. 

A  FTER  the  foregoing  viGons  of  the  deftru&ion  of 
the  papal  power  and  all  its  adherents*  at  the  end 
of  twelve  hundred  and  fixty  years  reign  of  rhe  beafi* 
met  bought  1  faw  a  glorious  angel  defeend,  as  with  % 
co mm i Dion  from  the  throne  of  God  iq  heaven^  2nd  as 
bearing  two  emblems  of  divine  authority*  which  carried 
an  intimation  of  his  being  the  Lord  Jeftis  Chrift  him- 
fell,  the  Angel  of  God’s  prefence*  who  had  been  repre¬ 
sented*  as  having  the  keys  of  hell  and  death *  and  the  key 
of  D.tvid  to  Jbut  and  open  without  controul,  and  as 
eajling  out  the  great  dragon,  (chap.  i.  18.  and  iii,  y. 
and  sii.  7, — 9.) ;  and  who  came  to  defray  the  devil *  as 
well  as  hts  works,  (Heb.  ii.  14*  and  1  John,  iii,  8-) 
Accordingly  the  emblems  with  which  he  now  appeared 
were  the  keys  of  heH,  that  horrible  abyfc  («£»*«■*)  of 
darknefs*  mifery*  and  defpair,  in  one  hand*  and  a  large 
ftrong  chain*  for  binding  criminals*  in  the  other  ;  to 
ftgnify  his  irtefiftible  power  to  open  the  gate  of  that 
boitomlefs  pit*  and  then  that  and  lock  it  fall  upon  thofe 
that  are  call  into  it  j  and  to  bind  up  all  the  force  of  the 
devil  and  his  accomplices  at  pleafure. 

1  Then*  to  execute  his  commillion,  he,  as  feemed 
to  me*  arrefted  and  fated  upon  the  great  dragon*  who 
had  been  deferibed  in  a  former  vifion,  [chap.  xit.  9.) 
as  the  old  ferpent,  whofe  names,  by  which  he  is  moft 
commonly  known,  are  the  devil  and  Satan  }  the  fir  ft  of 
whieh  fignifies  a  jlanderer  or  faife  accufer  ;  and  the  fe- 
cond,  an  adverfary *  as  this  wicked  fpirit  moft  empha¬ 
tically  Is,  both  of  God  and  his  peopie :  And  the  Angel 
of  his.  prefence  retrained  the  evil  one  from  doing  any 
mifehief,  either  by  feduAion  or  violence,  for  a  very  long 
fpace  of  time*  *  which  may  be  called  a  tboufand  years* 

whether 

T  E. 

places ;  and  il  a  left  to  the  renkns  jq<E|< 
mciu  to  take  it  rtrer  in  the  indefinite,  or 
the  literal  fet-fc,  But  fome  have  i*na- 

ghied  {(  think  without;  futTiticnt  ground) 
than  U  c  ro  >o  ycim  arc  to  he  refid  red  tn'o 

davs,  and  lit  u  each  d  w  t$  to  be  taken  ft*  a 

f  1  f 

jedr, 
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*  The  term  thoufand  If  often  uftd  in  pro¬ 
phetic  (tile  in  ko  indefinite  fen  ft,  far  a  Urge 

and  ptrfeti  number,  as  in  Dent*  i,  if,  and 
vii,  p*  and  xkmi,  30.  ■  Pf,  x<J.  4,  and  xri  7. 
*jk!  ct.  I*  Ecclcf.  vi.  0*  lia-  ***-  17*  aod 
U*  it*  and  %  Pet.  iii-  S-  vrilh  fetcral  other 
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3  Andcafl  him 

Into  the  b  ilitm. 
left  pit  r  anti  fhut 
him  up,  tit  a 
feaf  u;w>»  IiifD, 
ihat  hi-  (hookl  tic* 
ruv'.  the  n=.tfonf 

no  nn'yXt  hi'j  tilt 
t  ytfli’s 

fli  be  fulfil* 

Jr;J  i  ai\J  sfl  ifj 
tVatr  he  mull  be 

fo'd  u.  ihtie 

ii4  i^a* 


1  i  And  1  Aw 

ihroncs^and  (hey 
At  upon  them, 
mxl  judgment 
was  pt»  itnto 
them :  arid  [fi?ur 
the  (on:*  *  F  tnem 
that  were  behead¬ 
ed  fi>r  ihe  uuoefs 
of  JA5*  hi  jd  for 
iheword  of1  God, 

und  ulikh  hat! 

not- 


whether  meant  preufeiy  of  juft  fo  many,  or  iridefiiiite* 
ly  fnr  a  grrat  number  tit  years. 

3  And  the  angrl  thr?w  him  down  into  the  great  un¬ 
fathomable  deep  oi  Confinement  and  horror,  {Matib* 
viii,  sgJ  tiii*  31.)  and  (hut  him  up  as  a 

dole  prifener  in  hellj  a*  in  a  dark  and  difmai  dun* 
geon,  and  kept  him  in  fafe  cuftody  there,  thi  em¬ 
blem  of  which  was  fettrng  a  Czzl  over  bim,  in  allulion 
to  the  cuftom  of  fecuring  doors  by  a  fed,  like  what 
was  fet  on  the  (tones  that  were  laid  at  tbe  mouth  of  the 
lions*  den,  and  of  ChriftVfepuichrc,  (Dan.  vi.  17- 
and  Mattb*  xxvii.  <56,  fee  the  note  there.)  And  all 
this  was  done  to  the  end  that  tbe  great  adverfxry,  tbe 
devil,  might  no  longer,  as  in  times  pad,  go  about  like 
a  Soaring  Hon  fieking  vjbfim  be  may  devour i  (1  Pet.  v,  8.) 
nor  might  delude  and  miflead  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
as  formerly,  into  iniquity,  error,  and  perfccution,  till 
thofe  thoufaod  years  (™  fhould  be  expired  s 

and  after  thatf  (ver.  t,  8.)  according  to  dmue  ap¬ 
pointment  ami  per  mi  (Go  n,  hU  reftraim  mutt  be  taken 
off  fcf  a  tfery  thert  fpace  .of  time,  compared  with  his 
former  dominion,  and  with  the  thoufand  years  of  his 
confinement  $  the  jJTufcof  all  which  wilt  be  tef  his  great* 
er  cortfutiofl,  and  tbe  Saviours  greater  glory. 

4 -Upon  the  fbremehtioned  deliverance  of  the  church 

of  Chrifl  from  all  diflurbaiice  hy  the  efforts  of  Satan, 
1  faw  an  appearance  of  glorious  thrones,  and  of  per  Tons 
feared  with  honour  and  dignity  upon  them,  to  whom  the 
authority  of  ruling  over  their  enemies*  and  exereifing 
eccitiialiical  and  civil  jurifdi&ion  was  committed,  and 
for  whom  righteous  judgment  had*  at  length,  been 
given  again!!  *11  thofe  that  bad  unjultly  reproached, 
persecuted,  and  oppreffed  them :  And  I  beheld  a  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  fouls  9  of  thofe,  whoasone  focicty  with 

their 
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wMch  would  (he  duration  cf 

this  period  about  365,000  years. 

*  * •  T’lnc  (note  o\m  the***  rhar  were  behead* 

**  Cf!  lor  the  ^itnefs  of  Jeili*/1  muy  hccon- 

£>  no?  «f  rhe  individual  per- 

l:us  LS'.-ivd  iTWitj  idem  for  his  fake, 
b-L  t  f  tlidr  fuci'cl&i1*  in  the  fame  Ipirit, 
wlu>  brin^  of  itiv  ijir^  tern prr  far  faith,  pa~ 
tinner,  ieA,  aiid  fortitude,  2nd  profeifing 
the  fitnc  doflrtncfr  wi:I:  the  ii:ariyrst  jkto 
one  body  wfrh  them,  and  Jn  in  the  lUlc  of 
prophecy  mig!:;  be  fpoicn  ok  at  thnu^hthey 
vcic  the  Cttiie  u\  like  manner  as 

Johti  the  Cipiilt  Fscallt-l  Kiias,  liccaufe  lie 
came  id  the  fpinr  and  p-.wer  of  Hism,  (Mat* 
si,  14*  ,ViJ  xvli.  n.  compared  with  L.uke 

3.  *ukl  m  KoiuwutkhtillUa  is  ia  fwv- 
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ral  pktci  of  this  prophecy  called  Sodom, 
E^ypk  and  Uzbylon,  on  acromaof  its  be- 
10^  like  them  in  idolat^  pride^  luxury, 
and  cmefcy  i  and  the  two  witoefliis  that  were 
to  prophecy  in  Ackdoth  ntfo  days  of  yci^, 
(chap,  d.  3.)  could  not  mean  the  fame  in. 
dividual  perfons,  but  a  furocFHou  of  them 

that  pcrjiiy  in  the^or  faith  and  profefljon; 
(See  alfo  the  note  on  i  'I'hefT,  ii.  3.)  When 
therefore  it  u  faid,  14  'lThe  AuU  of  them 
u  that  were  beheaded  for  the  wltnefs  of 
**  Jcfos  lived  add  reigned  *i£h  ChriA  a  thw* 
“  land  yew/1  this  maybe  taken^  accord¬ 
ing  to  prophetic  iir  0  metaphorical 
i^-nfc,  and  may  figuify  a  fuccefliou  of  i'uch, 
in  like  manner  the  two  wimcjlu  being 
kilitdj  uud  their  tl  dead  bodies  riling  attd 

■  L  -  xV  ■  ■. 


i 
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tiCrt  worifcippod 
ti  c  hcatf,  neither 
his  ina«c,  nei¬ 
ther  had  received 
hi*  mailt  upon 
their  foreheads, 
l>j-  in  their  bands; 

zi>;i  they  Itred 

s:  d  reigned  eriih 

t  i. rid  a  thou&od 
years* 
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their  predeceflors,  may  be  fcid  to  hare  fullered  martyr' 
dom  by  being  beheaded,  or  pot  to  other  cruel  deaths  for 
the  fake  of  tbeir  faithful  teftimvny  to  Chrtft,  as  the  on¬ 
ly  Saviour,  ar.d  to  the  written  word  of  God,  as  the  on¬ 
ly  rule  of  faith,  wotlhip,  and  obedience ;  and  wbo  bad 
maintained  their  integrity  with  the  tSpitit,  faith  and  pa¬ 
tience  of  martyrs,  without  Cub  milting,  through  fear  of 
tortures- or  deaths  to  the  authority  of  the  Pope,  or  pay¬ 
ing  religious  homage  to  him,  or  to  any  idols  of  his  fel¬ 
ting  up ;  and  had  neither  promoted  nor  owned  the  pow¬ 
er  of  The  anuchriltian-bcait,  as  though  they  had  been 
diftinguiflied  by  bearing  his  badge  upon  their  foreheads 
or  their  hands.  (See  the  note  on  chap.  xiir.  16.}  And 
tlicfei  together  with  their  fuccclTors  of  the  fame  fpirtr, 
lived  as  a  fpiritual  and  political  body  in  a  much  happier 
fUte  than  ever  befotc :  and  the  Jews  being  converted, 
and  the  fulntts  of  the  G unities  brought  in,  they,  who 

vote.  before 

*  «  to  "be  trover-  hint  that  the  martyrs,  or  any  other 

had  rofc  lo  long  a  time,  before,  vet-  »,  i> 
of  this  chapter.  (Sec  the  note*  there.) 
,^nd  as  u  proper  reiUiTedUon  i*  ik«t  «• 
preiled  in  Scr;p:nre  by  the  reviving  or  living 
•igaiti  of  the  toni,  hut  only  of  the  body*  to 
it  fftxis  txtfrmdy  forced  10  underhand  (be 
“  firing  again  of.  the  immortal  ibntsH  of 
them  thnt  bonded  as  defrripiive  of  A 


flaTrdmg  on  their 
IIo-h!,  chip,  si,  and  ujhc  rtrinratinji 

of  \  ncl  :'r  33  thdr  capacity  is  called  ihcir 
living  and  (Landing  on  ftfdr  feel,  a  fid 
God's  opening  their  graver,  and  canting 
“  them  to  come  out  of  their  grCTes,  (ii rck . 
XXTCVih  Sf>  to,  II,)  sod  as  the  C0iiv£fiiu:k  of 
tr.e  Jews  in  the  iafi  days  Is  fpoken  of,  as 
Life  from  the  dead,  (Rom-  si.  ty.) 


the  hints  u  living  and  upiuj}  literal  murrc^ioni  and  a  rt/«f  red  ion  of  the 
*%  with  O’rirt,1*  may  relate  to  ihsir  abitis* 

(Einc^of  fpiriisaKty,  pyiirr,  and  fiory, 
tave,  and  joy,.  irwquirUy  *od  lately  3  i  n-!  lo 
the  power  vt  civil  majilfcrucy,  as  being  in 
their  tumds,  artd  excrrf&d  with  gvcii  cothn- 
rity  wd  incrru,  fw  fhpprtiiiiig  til  iniquity 
>nd  IHOpffflntiicfs,  mid  promoting  tree  icll* 
vhm  and  hoUnds  iu  rfrole  happy  d&ys.— 1  am 
jitjT  infVr>fd>te,  that  many  learned  end  j/khis 
men  have  put  a  literal  conftru&ion  or,  this 
praphrey,  to  denote  t  proper  refiirr-tHim 
m  the  dead  bodies  r*f  former  mauyri,  *hu 
(n*  ihmc  of  them  think)  of  all  other  d-'porl* 
a\  fjint*;  and  they  aoctsrdingly  fiippofe  thdt 
i heir  dead  bodies  (halt  be  raffed  to  life,  and 
u'ryn  in  a  glorious  manner  widi  t’iuifi,  as 
reikonaily  smd  vifibly  titling  oh  bis  throne 

ibr  a  thturtand'  years  upon  earth*  as  I 

c:m  fcarce  think  lli«t  the  cur  (Art  *L  pievi'.ee 
of  Chriit  will  be  removed  for  a  should  fid 
yesrs  tenrn  heaven  io  ibis  eanh,  to  a  litfr*l 


Wilts  of  gl  milled  *Vnts  to  lire  on  earth  for 
a  thoullimt  vein,  ftvm>  tnounllftcat  with  the 
l'niiUmer  kiicicy  and  Ivonnnr  that  tlicir  fopU 
were  poffcflcd  of  before  in  heaven,  and  with 
their  her;'*  l>ahle  lo  Iw  tlnttred,  in  cafe  !h- 
tan  had  Ovt  inreii  rmndned,  as  al£i  with  the 
tivuide  that  muA  ibecindty  ariie  t»  them 
from  (he  i*pp*Witnn  which  he  and 

hts  army  v.oukl  m^kc  stgainll  thttn  at  the 
expiration  of  die  thoufuul  tears  in  which  be 
w«*  hound*  Tl  mail  Ukeui  e  he  an  ew«d- 
OvUiiinOl'  of  their  niiiud  digniijr  *nd 
cc^in  in  .he  itim^cdute  piefnicc  ef  Chiiit 
eti  Wa  hcaveoly  thrur.c,  tu  exchange  them 
for  Aiiy  phafi'.rcs  ur  honour*  M{*m  the  earthy 
etpeuidiy  if  (ys  fnitc  Idil'invarict  vnag-iM) 
they  arc  to  be  cnn-rtainal  udih  any  fciifidve 
enjoyments.  JlrWtiltby  on  the  Milica* 

mum,  und  Tvlr  Durham'*  fe&iirct,  ioiro- 
dindory  to  hi*  exp'ditiou  of  thH  chap;ev.)  I 
therefore  rather  inoHne  To  think  thw,  ac- 


p  ™ 

lCdmctfiOn  Oi  all  the  hrdics  of  the  fimtfc  ii  coidhtg  to  tin:  fliir  of  prophecy,  and  pari- 
ii  «tcnof,ai  “  in  a  moment,  intbc  twirj&r<£  culariy  in  thi*  b-vil;,  widch  U  iigtiwiiw,  sit 
of  jh  ere,  ittiwi'.liiraipp/’mofilcrlot  ’CT  tiii*  khus,  col  literally  to  the  refurredkm 


netting  ihe  1-ord  in  the  air,  and  hehi;.;  ^iih 
him,  not  m»  earthy  tut  for  ever  in  heeven, 
(j  Cor-  iir.  51*  and  1  Thrfil  iv*  17.) 
And  after  ihccxiiipatiou  of  tiv^ja^d 
and  if  <r  .Sa:in  (hall  bv  locfld  4^:1; 
f  >r  *  while  &t  the  en-t  «f  ihco;,  S  ave 
an  account  of  the  gencraJ  rd^rrectio^  of  uU 
pcriiuf,  without  io ye jo,  or  the  Wt 


df  the  m^rfyVv  or  othtriiLint**  and  tb^  per* 
idifcl  nrigii  CWiirt  a  thrmfitnd  years  on 
taviti ;  Iiiti  li^ara^tly,  ud  in  a  fpfrirual 
i'viifr,  for  |*LnioUj  rkv*  U'  long  MMinwmoa 
xo  the  viitirch  on  e*r;h ;  ulrerlicr  f;ir  the  pre* 
cl  ft'  Li^i;d,cr  of  a  ytJ>,  ur  HOi, 

:Lv  00  vcr.  i.) 
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The  Retelation  t&raphrcfeiL 


Cb.  xx. 


f  Dm  the  reft 
tjf  the  dad  I  rod 
not  Again*  until 
the  thoufand 
yean  were  fmiih* 
«f.  This  73  the 
jeliirreftion. 


G  Bltflcd  and 
holy  h  he  that 
hath  pin  in  the 
ffrtt  ref  urreftson  t 

on  fbch  the  fc 

cond  death  hath 
no  power  y  hut 
they  fait  be 
pried*.  of  God, 
a  (id  *f  Chrilt, 
fhdl  reign 
with  Mti  a  iboo- 

£liii1  veart 


**  There  is 


before  had  fuffertd  with  Chrtfi ,  (Rom.  viii.  17.  and 
2  Tim.  xi.  t2-)  now  reigned  with  him  on  earth,  under 
him*  and  by  virtue  of  his  powerful  influence,  and  of 
their  relation  to  bim#  in  a  glorious  ftate  of  reft,  love 
and  peace,  of  lighr*  liberty,  and  holinefft,  of  victory  and 
dominion  over  their  enemies,  and  of  a]]  manner  of 
profperity  and  fafety,  during  the  foremem ioned  thou¬ 
sand  yeao,  in  which  Satan  was  bound,  and  ftiui  up  in 
prifbn,  that  neither  he,  nor  his  uillrumems  might  de¬ 
ceive  or  annoy  them. 

j  But  a3  to  the  reft  who,  tn  comradt ftinflion  tothefc, 
had  werjhipped  the  &e.  and  were  the  remnant  that 
vitre  flain  with  the /word  of  him  that  fat  on  the  horfe, 
(chap,  xir*  ai.)  *$  they  were  fo  entirely  fubdued,  that 
they  loft  all  their  power  and  authority,  and  had  nofuccef* 
fors  of  the  fame  wicked  and  active  fpirit  and  temper  to 
furvtve  them  till  the  choufand  years  of  the  faints  living 
and  reigning  with  Chrift  were  expired;  and  fo,  during 
this  glorious  period,  the  antlchriftian  perfecting  party 
will  be  reduced  to  a  political  death,  as  the  witnefles  pro- 
phefying  in  faekcloth  hid  been  before:  And  then  the 
church  of  Chrift  will  be  fo  exceedingly  happy  and  prof* 
peroits  in  all  its  temporal  and  fpi  ritual  concerns,  as 
may  juftly  be  efteemert,  in  a  metaphorical  fenfe,  a  re- 
fur  rettion  from  the  dead,  as  the  re flora tion  of  Ifrael 
from  their  captivity,  and  the  general  conversion  of  the 
Jews  are  defer ibed,  (£zej.  xxrvii.  10,  12.  and  Rom*  ii* 
ly.)  this  glorious  ftate  of  the  church  in  the  Millennium 
may  well  be  called  the  JirJl  refurreRhn%  as  it  will  pre¬ 
cede,  and  may  be  confidered  as  a figure  of  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  the  body  afterwards  unto  eternal  life. 

<3  That  man  is  richly  blefled  of  God,  and  effedually 
fan&ified  by  his  Spirit,  that  {hall  Ihare  in  all  the  ho¬ 
nours  and  delights  of  this  firft  refttrreEiion  tp  a  ftate  of 
freedom  from  his  former  troubles  and  temptation*,  and 
of  ad  complete  happinefs  and  conformity  to  the  holy 
image  of  Chrift,  as  can  be  enjoyed  on  earth,  and  ffcar, 
as  a  certain  pledge,  tarneft  and  lively  foretafte  of  all 
perfection  in  heaven.  Though  fucb  as  thefe  may  die 
corporally  as  well  as  the  wicked,  they  {hall  not,  like 
them,  die  eternally,  or  feel  any  of  their  nnferies  in  the 

lake 

T  IL 

Chrift,  theft  persecutors  ire  oiled  the 

the  weft  t  (•»  AMm)^Tlius  the  dead 
church  railed  to  life,  and  living  and  reigning 
for  a  thousand  years,  and  die  enemies  of  the 
fit  on  the  church  remaining  dc*dT  and  not  living  anin 
ant  of  the  till  the  thoufiod  fears  vwt  fintlhod,  will  <v- 


N  O 

memion,  (fays  Mr  Low* 
man)  in  this  prophecy,  of  forts  of  Jc.d 
pc[ic>Di  -  tbnfe  «jio  were  ft  tin  for  the  “  wit* 

*l  nefi  of  Wui,”  and  th&lt  that  were  fliin 
’*  by  the  fword  of  lu:n  that 
“  horfe/*  As  here  U  an  account 
*V;ath  of  faithful  Chrlflians  by  tbeir  perfee-  aftly  agree  in  the  fame  figurative  mcan'tog,** 
<©is,  a/iJ  of  their  p^ftcutor*  ihcruftlvcs  by  Sc-  th*  whole  of  his  wnc.) 


Ch.  xx. 


The  Revelation  paraplrafcd* 

lake  that  turns  with Jire  and  trimfione%  (chap*  xxu  8*)  I 
which  may  he  called  the  fecond  death t  as  it  -  comes  after 
the  death  of  the  body ;  But  they*  in  a  fucceftion  of  them* 
fhall  be  vifibty  concerned  to  God  the  Father,  and  to 
his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  as  a  kingdom  of  priefts*  entirely 
devoted  to  their  fervice  in  the  beauties  of  hoHnefs,  with 
freedom  and  delight;  and,  as  has  beeirfaid,  {yer*  4*) 
they  (hall  be  advanced  to  all  civil  and  religious  dignity 
and  authority  with  Chrift,  in  a  due  fubordination  to 
him,  their  Lord  and  king,  through  the  whole  duration 
of  the  thoufand  years  of  that  mult  happy  ftate  of  the 
church  on  earth. 


y  And  when 

the  thtwAnd 
year*  are  expired, 

Satan  {ball  he 
looted  out  of  his 

priioD, 


8  And  Anil  $o 
cmr  to  docctve  the 
naiion^ ,  which 
are  in  the  four 
quieter*  of  the 
earth,  Gog  and 
MifOf,  io  gather 
them  together  to 
battle  i  the  num¬ 
ber  of  mriwim  U  3* 
the  fund  of  the 

fa- 


PERIOD  V( 

7  And  at  the  expiration  of  the  thoufand  years,  ili 
which  the  faints  (hall  triumph  with  glory,  and  meet 
with  no  difturbancc  from  any  of  their  enemies,  their 
grand  adverfary,  the  devil,  (hall  be  again  ftiffercd  to  go 
forth  for  a  little  feafon,  as  out  of  his  prifon,  in  which 
he  had  been  (hut  up,  ( ver .  3*);  and  ftiall  try  his  laft 
and  unnoit  effort  again  ft  them  ;  their  bappy  ftate  on 
earth  not  being  perpetually  to  abide,  as  that  of  the  hea¬ 
venly  ftate  will* 

8  And  Satan  ben>;  releafed,  by  divine  permtffion, 
from  the  total  reftraim  that  Chrift  had  laid  upon  him  for 
a  thoufand  years,  will  then  purfue  his  own  malicious 
temper  and  defigns,  as  he  had  done  before,  againft 
Chrift  and  his  church,  .by  endeavouring,  once  more, 
to  delude  and  draw  after  him  people  of  various  nations, 
whether  confiftingoffuch  formal  profeflors,  as  external¬ 
ly  fell  in  with  the  church,  and  durft  not  do  otherwife* 
in  the  years  of  its  flourifhinjf  ftate,  but  were  at  heart 
difaffe&ed  to  the  purity  of  the  gofpel  and  the  power  of 
godlinefs;  or  confiitmg  of  fuch,  as  throf  enmity  or  fear, 
flew  to  as  dillant  countries  as  they  could;  even  all  fe¬ 
rret  and  open  enemies  to  real  religion,  where-cver  they 
were  fpread  abroad  toward  the  Eaft,  Weft,  North,  and 
South  through  the  earth  :  Thcfc,  for  their  great  multi¬ 
tude,  and  for  their  wicked,  envious,  ambitious  and  op- 
preflive  temper,  and  the  utter  deftrutlion  which  they  at 
laft  will  be  brought  to  *,  mzyjtguratively  be  filled  Gag 

4nrl 


NOT  E 


*  AU  the  guefle*  t  have  mrt  with  abcot 
the  figmfieat*on  rtf- Gog  and  in  an 

appGeitfon  rf  it  to  any  purtictitar  nation, 

people,  vr  p*«y  upon  earth,  nr  to  the 
wicked  that  re  poluiedty  dead,  mnd  fup- 
poftd  to  be  now  raifed  again,  appear  to  me 
Id  very  unfitisfyingj  fanciful,  and  unlikely, 


that  1  have  contented  myfflf  with  filch  a  ge¬ 
neral  aecnuMt  My  according  to  the  ftile  of 
p  epfrecy,  fn  1  -miliarly  vfed  in  thl*  hook, 
may  ar^ver  to  the  dwraftcr  of  Gog  and  Ma- 
go-  :  For  as,  in  Itookof  prophecy,  the 
anrirtirflllsin  pzmtr*  were  tilled  £gyp*  jod 
iiabj'K'r.,  'tLip.xi.S.  4iid  xvi.  ip.  and  *vti* 

!•) 


4 
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7 "be  Rtvf  uti on  paraphrased* 


Chi  XT. 


9  And  they 
«cot  up  w  the 
bread ;li  of  the 
earth*  ami  com* 
palled  the  camp 
of  the  faints  a- 
fawt,  and  the  bc- 
hvcii  city:  and 
Grt  came  down 
from  <iqd  out  of 
hevrcnj  and  dc- 
vomul  them* 


the  dc- 
vii  that  tfeeri^rit 

rtxm ,  wnrt  ea£t 

hiio  the  his  of 

lire  tod  brim- 

■  -  ■  - 

tone*  where  the 
bcift  end  the  falfe 
prophet  /»re,  and 
be  t:>m)ent- 
r,f  day  and 
^rever  and  ever. 


and  Magogs  wlio,  aa  Egypt  and  Baby  {oft  had  been  before* 
were  the  hit  powerful  atul  inveterate  adverfaries  to  If- 
rcuiy  according  to  the  prophetic  account  of  them,  {Ezek* 
chaps,  xixviii,  and  xxxli*)  all  thefe  will  Satan  pra£Ufe 
upon,  by  his  artful  infinudtions,  to  atTemble  themfelvcs 
together  into  otic  grand  army,  and  unite  their  forces, 
by  all  ways  and  m  :ms  pcflible,  agaiuft  the  church,  to 
mar  its  profperity,  and  regain  his  loft  power  aver  it; 
and  {hey  were  Uich  a  prodigious  multitude,  as,  like  the 
fand  of  the  fca-lhoie,  is  innumerable* 

9  And  I  faw  in  my  riSon*  that  this  huge  hofti-with 
Satan  at  their  head  as  their  captain-genera),  fpread  them* 
felvcs  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  particularly  over 
the  breadth  of  Immanucf's  land,  (//i.  viii.  8-};  and,  to 
allude  to  the  encampments  of  IJrael  about  the" taberna¬ 
cle  in  the  wiMetncf',  {Numb,  ii,  2,  &c«)  theyfumound* 
ed  the  tents  of  God’s  peculiar  and  holy  people,  in  the 
itiidftof  which  his  tabernacle  was  fet,  that  they  might 
harrafe  and  diitrefs  them :  And,  to  allude  to  IfraeV s 
ferrlemem  afterwards  at  JerufaUm^  thefe  bold  enemies 
encompaflVd  the  church,  which,  like  a  city  was  com* 
pacled  together  in  beautiful  order,  and  which  God  had 
loved,  and  chofsrn  and  delighted  to  dwell  in,  that  they 
might  befiege,  anddellroy  it  by  their  united  attacks  u- 
poii  it :  and  while  thry  were  engaged  in  this  daring  at¬ 
tempt,  the  fire  of  God’s  wrath,  tike  what  he  threatened 
to  Gog  and  Magog ,  (Erek,  xxxviii.  22.  rxxix*  6.)  came 
down  from  heaven,  and  utterly’eonfumed  them  in  the 
genera!  conflagration  of  tbe  laft-day,  and  in  the  eternal 
tire  that  follows- it!  an  emblem  of  which  had  been  given 
in  the  overthrow  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrch^  as  God  rained 
lire  and  brimlionc  from  heaven  to  deftroy  thofe  wicked 
cities.  {Jvdty  ver,  7*) 

10  And  tiv;  devil  Srimfelf,  that  grand  deceiver,  trhc 
had  indticnccd  his  fufejetU  to  combine  together,  and 
fee  them felves  in  battle-array  agairift  the  church,  a::d 
had  headed  them  in  their  op  portion  to  it,  was  thrown 
down  from  all  his  dominion,  and  plunged  into  a  deep 

and  large  pi:,  which  horned  with  the  moil  dreadful 
torture,  *5  with  unquenchable  fife  and  brimttfrie;  where 
the  perfecting  and  idolatrous  papal  powers,  that  had 
"been  reoriented  under  the  figures  of  the  bcaft&nd  the 

fa!  fa 

T  E. 

raafe  they  were  the  la  ft  powerful  enemies  tn 
liwij  after  their  deliverance  from  cipii/ity, 
hefpre  hh  fir  ft  coming,  as  appear*  from  the 
36th*  37thj  such,  kud  30th  chapters  w 
EzckirL 


S  o 

f*}  bccrofc  they  wminciCniopprrftjYc  cos- 
r&ics  to  Ifrael ;  ft*  the  Ltt  cnci:i:?s  *hc 

true  church,  after  the  thoufiuid  yean  of  it* 

P  ojperity,  before  the  feejnd  of 

may  Sc  filled  C  55  and  ?- 


2? 
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falfe  prophet,  were  already  fuftVnng  the  due  reward  of 
their  abominable  and  comp!; cared  iniquities,  (ebaf*  xix. 
20.) ;  and- the  judgment  of  th;  great  day  being  then  at 
hand,  to  which  Satan  was  reserved  in  ever  Safi  in*  chains 
vfdarkntfs ,  (Jade,  ver.6.)  he  (hail  be,  not*  barely' te- 

drained,  as  he  was  lie  fore,  for  a  thsufnnd  years,  (vrr. 

2,  3.};  but  (hall  be exquititely  to  1  mewed,  together  with 
thofehts  chief  inUruoun??,  incctT-mtlv  without  rclaxa- 

r  -  jh 

tion  or  end,  in  the  ever  lofting fin  prepared fvr  the  deoU 
and  bit  angels,  (Matth.  xxv.  4].);  which  may  be  called 
a  lake  of fire  and  brhttjionet  in  a]  lull  on  to  the  fulphurc- 
ouS  lake,  where  Sotlam  and  Gomorrah  flood,  when  tbs 
Lord  rained  fire  and  brisnjtone  upon  them  to  deliroy 
them.  (Gen.  xix.  24,  25.) 

PERIOD  VI. 


11  And  1  few 

«  great  white 
throne,  and  him 
tliaC  lit!  on  it, 
from  wtiofe  face 
the  earth  and  the 

hcivco 

nod  there  wu 
found  no  place 
for  them* 


II  And  for  the  creation  ot  divine  wrath  upon  thrfis 
ringleaders  in  wickcdi^fe,  and  upon  all  chat  lived  and 
died  under  their  dominion*  I  further  beheld  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  throne  of  judgment*  awfully  glorious,  and  fnining 
with  iliuflrtous  fight,  and  1  pot  It  is  purity,  free  from  all 
injuftice;  and  faw  the  Lord  jefus,  os  Judge  of  the  whole 
world,  feated  upon  it,  wtiofe  appearance  was  fo  auguftt 
powerful,  and  tremendous,  that  all- nature  feemed  to  fly 
before  him;  and  the  former  date  of  the  earth,  and  of 
the  elementary  heaven  faffed  away ;  which  ^  being  fit  on 
Jirey  were  diffoived  and  melted  with  fervent  heat ,  in  or* 
der  to  the  introduftion  of  the  vew  heavens  and  new 


earth,  wherein  dwells  rig hteotij hefst  { 2  Pet-  iii.  10, — 13.) 
the  prefent  frame  of  things  fo  entirely  vaiiifhcdj  that 
there  was  no  remainder  of  them* 


fl  A  Dll  I  &W 
the  dead  fmtM 
and  great,  fraud 

before 


12  And  I  faw,  in  this  vifjon,  all  the  dead,  both 
righteous  and  wicked  which  were  now  railed  from 
their  graves,  whether  they  were  high  or  low,  rich  or 


w  o 

*  This  description  of  the  final  jadf  mmt 
entity  caret  (poods  to  <nir  Lord^t  own  re¬ 
present  acton  of  the  unlvcrfti  jndjpiKDt,  (ch* 
nxli.  11.)  **  when  ha  dull  lit  00  tbe  throne 
* *  oS  his  afor^  and  ill  nations  (ball  be  gi- 
11  thered  before  hiio/*  at  the  ftms  lime,  for 
judgment  to  pa  ft  on  the  righteous  and  rh* 
wicked,  according  to  the  proof  that  ibati 
then  be  given  of  their  different  charatiers, 
(Matth*  ji) — 4^,)  and,  fpcaking  of 

that  fokmn  d3j}  be  faid,  Then  ha  Hull 
“  reward  every  mu  according  to  hi*  works,** 

(Met  ill  xti,  *7*)  Tbe  apoftle  Pa«t  abo 
fays,  that  *■  God  will  fender  to  every  man 
“  according  to  hit  deeds,”  (Root-  it*  <L  See 


poor, 

T  E. 

the  note  there)  and  that  *f  we  m»(l  all  ap- 
**  pear  before  the  judgment-feat  of  Chritk* 

4*  chat  every  one  may  receive  the  thiols  done 
**  in  bis  body  according  to  that  he  has  done, 
u  whether  it  jood  or  bad/*  (t  Goi\  v.  10. 
fife  alfo  1  Tiled*  i,  — 10.)  ft  there  fare  is 
moft  naM.irj}  to  coniider  “  the  dead's  (bud- 
**  i nt  befesre  G^d,  aflrf  their  beinj  judged 
H  scom  ding  to  tilth  works/'  as  meant  not 
barely*  of  die  of  the  wicked,  but 

of  the  nnivcrfal  judgment  of  alt  mankind; 
nor  is  it  otbcritifb  ealy  to  carctUc  why  the 
book  of  life,  which  the  wicked  bavo  09 
fhaicin,  is  here  ib  particularly  meuueud  ' 
in  the  fr;*cei£  of  thb  juJgracut* 


The  Revelation  paraphrafed. 


Cfa.  xx* 


before  God ;  and 
the  bsok;  were 
opened :  and  ukj* 
tier  book  vai 
opcaed}  whuh  u 
the  fast  of  iil'c  ; 
and  the  dead  terc 
judged  out  of 
thtrte  things 
which  were  writ* 
teD  hi  th;  bouk;} 
according  (o  their 
vork&. 


13  A od  the  fta 

gave  up  the  dead 
whkVvcre  in  it; 

ind  ikatb  and 
hell  delivered  up 
the  deed  which 
~wm  In  them ; 
and  they  vert 

judged  every  man 
kct  rdiDgio  their 
works* 


poor,  maturates  or  pea  fanes*  older  or  younger  perfons* 
Handing  in  the  immediate  prefence  of  Chrift*  to  be 
judged  by  him,  who  is  God,  as  well  as  man,  to  whom 
all  judgment  u  committed,  (John  y+  22*)  5  and,  to  al¬ 
lude  to  the  molt  accurate  modes  of  proceb  in  human 
courts  of  judicature,  methought  I  Taw  the  book  of  di¬ 
vine  omniic tenet*  in  which  are  critically  regiftered  all 
the  thoughts,  words,  and  deeds,  of  every  one ;  and  the 
book  of  conscience,  which  tallies  to  it  ;  and  the  books  of 
the  law  of  nature*  and  of  the  revealed  law  and  gofpel, 
the  only  rules  of  judgment*  (Rm*  ii.  12* — 16*)  all  o- 
pened,  in  order  to  this  innumerable  multitude's  being 
brought  to  their  public  and  foie  am  trial :  And  another 
book  of  eternal  decrees  of  love  and  grace  was  opened* 
which  contained  the  names  of  all  that  were  enrolled  iu 

heaven  for  eternal  life,  as  thefe  whom  the  Father  had 
given  to  the  Son  to  be  redeemed,  fan&ificd*  and  fayed 
by  him*  on  which  account  it  may  be  (tiled  the  Lamtft 
book  of  it/*)  (chap*  xitu  8.  and  xxi«  27*)  And  ail  the 
dead,  being  railed  again,  were  tried*  together  with  thoie 
then  alive  on  earth,  (1  Cor.  zv,  51,  52*  and  1  Theff* 
k,  15* — 17.)  and  had  a  decifive  and  final  fentence  paf- 
fed  upon  them,  anfwerabie  to  the  things  that  were  re* 
corded  in  thofe  books  refpe&ively,  according  to  the  evi¬ 
dence  of,  and  in  proportion  to*  their  feveral  works* 
whether  good  or  bad*  as  they  teftified  in  judgment  for* 
or  againft  their  being  real  Chriflians* 

13  And  this  final  judgment  was  fo  abfolutely  uni* 
verfal,  that  not  only  they*  that  had  been  buried  in  the 
earth*  rofe  out  of  their  graves;  but  tbey  atfo,  that  had 
been  funk  and  covered  in  the  waters  of  the  great  deep* 
were  raifed  by  the  omnipotent  command  of  him  who 
fat  upon  the  throne,  [ver*  iu)  fo  that  neither  the 
earth,  nor  the  fea*  nor  any  repoficory  whatever* 
could  retain  their  bodies  under  the  power  or  death* 
but  were  forced  to  refign  them  f.  And  the  fouls 
of  them  that  exifted  in  a  fcparatc  Hate,  by  means  of 
death,  were  fummoned,  to  appear  together  with  their 
bodies,  before  the  great  Judge  of  all  ;  and  could  be  110 
longer  held  in  their  (ute  of  reparation,  which  religucd 
them.  And  all  thele  were  impartially  tried,  and  recei¬ 
ved  fentence  according  to  the  kind,  and  in  proportion  to 
the  degree  of  their  refpttUve  works,  whether  good  cr 
evil*  as  witneQing  for  or  againft  them. 

NOTE*  24  And 

make  a  muchcificr  cooftniAion  of  death  jjiJ 
hdl  being  M  call  into  the  Ulcof  I irt,"  than 
any  that  l  have  act  whb* 


f  As'  the  Greek  ■■orJ  commonly 

Signifies  **the  (late  of  fcparate  Joints,  I  fuve 

'taken  it  nnifmni'r  in  this  both  here 

end  in  thereat  vcifc,  where  it  fccrat  to 


v 


Cb.  ix. 


* 

Tht  Reteution  parapbra/td. 


f  4  And  death 
and  hdJ  wen  caA 
into  the  hfct  of 
hit ;  Thu  u  iht 

ltcond  death. 


And  who- 
frrrer  was  not 
found  written  in 
iJk  book  of  IHc, 
was  (alt  iiiio  die 

lake  of  Ik*. 


14  And  from  this  time  forward,  not  only  death  and 
the  grave  toft  alt  their  dominion;  but  the  dead  bodies  of 
the  kicked,  and  their  foals  that  had  before  trifled  in 
a  feparatc  (late,  were,  in  execution  of  the  fentence 
palled  upon  them,  thrown  with  mighty  vengeance  into 
the  dreadful  abjrfs  of  unquenchable  fire,  to  be  torment* 
cd  there  for  ever  with  the  devil,  and  the  bead  and  the 
falfe  prophet,  (ver,  10*  and  fee  Mattb*  iii.  n,  and 
Mark  ix,  43,-48.)  This  may  be  called  emphatically 
the  fecoTid  death;  as  it  conics  after  that  of  the. body,  and 
is  mexprclfibly  more  terrible  ;  and  ihall  never  end  in  a 
refurrecUon  to  eternal  life. 

4  And  w hofoever  be  were,  that,  upon  the  opening, 
of  the  books,  and  the  critical  and  all-fearchiog  trial  of 
that  Tolernn  day  according  to  them,  was  not  found,  by 
the  produced  evidences,  to  have  been  written' m  the 
foremenuoned  book  of  life,  was  immediately  caft  into 
the  burning  lake  to  be  tonnemed  there  for  his  evil 
deeds,  as  with  the  fire  of  divine  wrath  which  never 
(hail  be  quenched*  But  the  righteous  {hall  enter  into 
life  cterqplj  as  will  be  reprefented  in  the  next  viQon* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  a  glorious  time  of  light.  liberty*  love  and  peace,  purity,  joy  and  tir- 
limph,  fhall  the  church  of  true  believers  enjoy  upon  earth,  alter  many  years  of 
darknefs,  trouble,  and  oppreflion  J  The  Lord  Jtfus  will  hind  and  {hut  bp  Satan, 
that  old  fcrpent,  the  devil,  as  in  prifem:  The  caufe.of  iruth  and  bdinefs fhall 
revive  with  great  power,  fpirituality,  and  IplencJor;  And  they,  who,  with  the 
coftfhmcy,  patience,  andfpirit  of  martyrs,  bad  couragcou fly  renounced  all  ido¬ 
latry,  wickednefa,  and  error,  and  maintained  a  good  piotcfTnn  of  Chrilt  and 
of  his  gofpel  in  theworft  of  timed,  fhall,  together  with  their  rucceflbrs  of  the 
lame  fpirit,  live  and  reign  with  him,  under  hb  protection  and  fmiles,  for  a  thou- 
iand  years  upon  the  earth*  And  O  with  what  honour  and  acceptance  will  they 
then  appear,  like  royal  pricfU  to  him,  and  to  God  the  father  through  him! 
This  will  be  a  bleQed  revival  frum  their  former  low  and  diftrdTcd  circum  fiances, 
and  be  as  lift;  from  the  dead,  before  the  refunetflion  of  the  body;  and  therefore 
may  be  figuratively  called  **  tbc  firft  refmrt&ioji ;  and  they,  that  bear  a  part 
in  this,  fhall  be  fccured  from  eternal  mifery,  which  is  the  “  fecund  death*” 
But  how  vain  would  it  be  to  expect  an  evrrlafting  continuance  of  fuck  a  Happy 
ftate  on  this  earth  !  At  the  expiration  of  the  thoufand  years,  Satan  will,  in 
fome  meafure,  be  kt  loofe  agam  for  a  little  while,  and  be  permitted  to  gar  forth, 
once  more,  to  deceive  the  nations  throughout  the  world,  and  gather  all  hi* 
numberiefr  forces  together  from  among  them,  who  may  be  compared  to  Gog  and 
Magog,  thofe  lad  enemies  of  Ifrael,  to  attack  and  difturb  the  laints,  the  beloved 
city  of  the  Lord.  But,  bleffed  be  God,  this  regained  power  and  hft  effort  wilt 
will  be  very  fhort,  and  certainly  end  in  the  utter  definition  of  the  devil,  and 
all  his  adherents,  who  fhall  be  confumed  by  fire  and  heaven,  and  caft  into  ever- 
lading  flamed  with  him?  For  Chfift  will  fet  lus  throne  for  judgment,  and  the 
prefont  frame  of  the  earth  and  aerial  heaven  fhall  be  difTblveu  at  his  appearing* 
Thru  there  lb  all  be  a  general  refurredtlon  of  the  dead,  wheresoever  they  were  buried. 
In  the  earth  or  ip  the  fea ;  and  the  final  judgment  ofiall  mankind  will,  upon  trial 
out  of  tbc  boobs  which  {halt  be  opened,  publichly  and  unalterably  determine  the 
eternal  flute  of  every  one  of  them  for  mexpttilibie  happifref*,  or  itiifery,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  refpedive  works*  whether  they  W  ^ood  or  bad*  Then  all  the  ungod* 

tj* 
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h\  whofc  bodies  were  dead,  and  wh ofc  fouls  had  be<n  in  a  feparatfi  ftate*  and  not 
found  to  be  written  in  the  bixii;  of  lift*  IWd*  according  to  1  be  juft  fenbeuce 
patted  upon  them  for  their  evil  tlcrthu  Iw  eftft  iiK'rf  ever! sifting  burning*-  diut  O 
the  happ)Uc&  of  the  righteous;  as  dcfcrlbcd  in  the  following  chapter  1 


arcs 


CHAP,  XXL 


A  confluence  of  the  final  judgment*  the  btefied flat  c  of  the  churchAri* 
wnphant  is  reprefented  in  general,  under  the  figures  of  a  new 
heaven  and  new  earthy  and  of  the  AVw  Jerufaiem,  where  God  dwelt:* 
hanifhes  all  for  row  from  hi:  people ,  and  make:  them  completely  happy  * 
in  apportion  to  the  doleful  JUte  of  the  wicked*  i 8.  And  it  more 
particularly  diferibei  in  its  heavenly  original*  Ivftre *  and  ghryt  ft* 
cure  defence  and  bright  ornaments*  under  the  figures  of  precious 
fonts*  high  walls  ;  ligates ,  guarded  by  r  2  angels*  and  n  founda¬ 
tion  infer  the d  with  the  names  of  12  apoflles >  9, — 14.  In  its  beauti¬ 
ful jtrvFlure  under  the  figure  of  an  exceeding  large  city  four  /quart* 
and  ccnfijting  of  the  rizheft  and  finefi  materials*  xc, — 2 1 .  in  its  con* 
fummate  felicity*  as  irradiated  with  the  immediate  prefence  f  God 
and  the  Lamb*  cxclufive  of  all  the  comforts  of  this  worlds  which  are 
figured  out  by  the  light  of  the  fin  and  moon*  2?*  23*  And  in  the  free 
accefr  of  vajl  multitudes*  of  alt  nations  and  decrees *  through  the 
open  gates  if  this  city y  the  glory  jsf  which  will  fwalfow  up  all  earth* 
Ij  honours*  and  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  perfectly  holy*  14* — 27* 

PERIOD  V1L 


Text* 

AND  I  ftw  a 
“  new  heaven, 
and  a  oew earth ; 

.  for 


Pakafhr  ase.  _ 

A  FTER  the  preceding  vifions,  which  ended  in  the 
S*-  final  judgment,  another  followed,  in  which  I  be* 
held  the  bleflednefs  of  the  (hints  in  glory  a,  a$  figured 


out, 


note. 


*  Thok  interpreters  that  arc  For  the  per* 
foul  toed  of  Chrift  “  a  ihouland  years  up* 
™  on  earth,”  and  feme  others  with  them, 
cou&ftcr  the  description  grrai  of  thegfori- 
<ms  Hate  of  the  elmreh  in  this  and  the  for* 
(per  pert  of  the  neat  chapter,  as  a  large 
oonaioit  upon  whit  had  bceu  more  briefly 
Aid  in  the  preceding  chapter  abooc  the  Mil* 
koniam ;  and  fo  c^u line  it  to  the  happy  Hate 
of  the  church**  thou&nd  yean  reign  with 
Chrift  on  earth  :  And  it  raofl:  be  owned*  (hit 
federal  paiiii<>c*,  especially  fhkeit  by  thetn- 
Alves,  fcemto  hare  an  afpeft  that  way.  But 
It  appear*  to  me,  that,  viewing  them  in  con* 

f*efl  ton  wkh  the  whole,  they  in  ay  fairly  ad¬ 
mit  of  a  eonftrodkion,  (u  may  be  fen  in 
-tbvir  pbcet)  very  cemfifttnt  with  the  heaven- 
*T8l"7:  sari  tbit  there  arc  other  expref* 


fjons  too  high  and  ftrang  to  be  applied  to  any 
Hate  Ih'irt  of  heaven  iltclf,  As,  fsc  in* 
fiance*  her;  the  tints  fee  the  Act  of  God 
and  the  Lamb,  (chap,  xxil  3,  4*}  which 
the  Script  Ore  always  reprefeuts  a*  peculiar  to 

the  heavenly  facet  and  thidr  mjuinjf  Itcrt 

is  hid  to  be  M  For  ever  aid  ever,”  (chap, 
xxii,  5*)  after  the  geocral  re  urreft^on  *rA 
jutSgmtvt,  11**3  inoppoiitkm  t'1 

tlsclr  rcigRing  a  **  tbouhod  years  fin  earth/' 
after  the  firft  rcfurrcfti^J ;  and  it  1&  nor  laid 
of  them  rli*t  they  Dull  not  die,  only  t!)it 
the  **  fcco^d  death  hu&  no  power  on  ihttr/ 
(chap,  xx,  4t  <J_)  Bur  h  is  laid  rf  ir  is 
Tdcflud  fate,  “  There  ftia.ll  be  ns  m^re 

41  death,"  (chap.  xxh  4-)  Other  parriru- 
Urs  of  like  fort  will  appear  id  :he  expedition. 
(5ceo]ib  Durban^  fell  before  on  the  piac c,} 

Aul 


Ch.  xxi.' 


The  Revelation  parafhr.ifid. 


for  the  firft  hea* 
ven  anJ  the  firfl 
cmh  »en  pa  fled 
away;  and  there 

HAS  ivu  [JJ<*te  fcfl. 


out,  like  the  ftate  of  the  New  7V/f*im*itf-church  (yi-f- 
lx»-  17.  and  Ixvu  22*}  by  a  new  heaven  and  new  e;a\!i  ; 
whtcb  {Day  be  fo  called  with  refpcct  :o  their  form  anti 
qualities^  lignifying  an  entirely  new  fabric,  as  emblems 
of  the  new  ftate  of  happinefs  that  wilt  then  be  intro¬ 
duced  :  For  ihe  former  elementary  heaven,  and  thid 
earrb,  not  with  refpccl  to  their  fubitancc,  as  tboJ  :h;y 
were  to  be  annihilated ;  but  with  rtfpeti  to  their  fnme 
and  ufe,  which  are  fuited  to  rhe  accommodation  of  its 
prefent  inhabitants,  and  yet  become  noxious  by  reaf>u 
of  the  fall  of  man,  were  ditTotved  i  And  1  obferv^d, 
that  in  this  new  and  raoft  excellent  It ru ft ure  there  wa3 


1  And  l  John 

fiv  the  holy  city, 
new  Jemiikiu , 

coming  down 

from  God  out  of 
heaven,  prepared 
a$  a  bride  adorn¬ 
ed  for  her  hof~ 
bvd* 


no  feat  as  there  is  in  this  terraqueous  globe;  Which 
might  intimate  that,  tn  this  new  blifaful  (late,  there 
fhaJl  be  no  tumultuous  ptflions,  like  the  trout  led  fia% 
(lfa.  IviU  20.)  nor  any  ntifch:evous  cqemits  to  diilurb 
the  peace  of  its  inhabitants,  like  ihe  beafl  that  rofi  out 
of  the  fed)  (chap,  xiii-  1.}  or  t be  great  whore  that  jat 
on  many  waters  1  (chap,  xviu  1.)  and  fo  there  Hull  be 
no  calamity  of  any  kind. 

%  And  1  John  who  had  all  thefe  vilions,  and  have 
faithfully  recorded  them,  faw  the  church  of  Chrift  fin¬ 
ning  in  her  hrighteft  glory  5  which  was  prelected  to  mo 
under  the  figure  of  the  city  of  the  Lord,  as  made  per- 
fefiin  holinefs,  even  the  heavenly ,  which  may  be  itiled 
the  new  Jerufatem%  on  account  of  its  excellency,  amt 
in  comradiftlnftion  to  the  ancient  and  beloved  city  of 
that  name  upon  earth  ;  this  heing  a  city  that  has  foun - 
dationSj  whofc  Builder  and  Maker  is  God ,  (Ueb*  xi*  iq,) 
a  plan  of  which  was  exhibited  to  my  view,  as  defend¬ 
ing  from  GodV  tbrooe  out  of  heaven  toward  me,  to 
give  me  an  opportunity  of  the  more  difri  nelly  and  cri¬ 
tically  obferviug  it*  y  and  to  allure  me  that  its  origi¬ 
nal 


NOTES, 


And  as  it  mi **ht  juflly  bethought  rtraagea 
tMt  8  proplifcy,  which  is  all  ilarig  ikfijtnctl 
for  the  Cop^lft>  encouragcmeot,  ami  com¬ 
fort  of  the  church  under  alt  preftflt  tribula¬ 
tions,  Should  give  q$  qo  view  of  tbc  final, 
complete,  and  cvtrbfttog  bapptnefs  of  ill 
trot  believers  and  urifemg  faints  in  heaven ; 
ft*  it  Mi  like  perplexing  and  fuiwertioK 
the  orderly  peegrelsof  ihe  prophecy*  to  fiip- 
pnfe,  that,  after  00  account  of  the  general 
judgment,  and  the  nailery  of  the  wicked,  at 
tJtc  efofe  of  tfic  lift  chilptcr*  no  MUCe 
fbouk)  be  taken  of  the  heavenly  Mffldndi 
of  the  rigbtcocisi  bat  tha.%  id  ft  cad  thereof, 
our  thought?  Ihonld  be  tamed  hack  again  to 
d*e  Millennium  ahTch  preceded  thenv  Up- 
*ju  tbc  wimfe,  thtscfsre,  t  un  moll  inclin¬ 


ed  to  think  with  others,  that  the  re^uhr  fo 
fid*  af  the  prophecy  irqulrcs  tint,  tft^r  it 
had  led  us  10  (he  imWcrCdjiittgraitnt,  and  the 
panilhmcnt  of  th;  (chap.  xa-  nf 

~if.)  it  O^ouM  of  rourU'  $ro  on  to  the  ftjte 
of  the  church- iriumi>li*At  in  hxjvn*  is  the 
crowning  part  of  it*  uo.;lt=  k»r  rahitvg 

the  hopoa  and  j*>y^  »  believers  u-.<Lt  uiL 
prtfciu  trials  atd  uiTp&Ums,  ;\.I_  >v- 
nopC  usd  our  iw it  on  »  1VS-  iih  13)  Or 
that,  if  it  be  f«ipp.^c4  to  have  ar;y  i-I.tion 
to  the  Millcntmiti),  ii  o;*Iv  to  wYl 

then  be  fulfilled  a*  »  li  .vly  U^Orv:  <:f 

whit  will  be  iTiiiiTLi  ir:a;t  glarLrlfUy  iron;  piti¬ 
ed  tn  the  he jvt- i;ly  lute.  1 

*  Though  {:  (UU*  cky,  tlic  new  Jenj" 
“  faUftii^  is  “  aMihig  from. 

God 


a 
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y  Ami  I  beard 
&  grmt  vni^  out 

of  heaven,  fay¬ 
ing,  IMiuid  inc 
tabernacle  of  G«fl 

if  v:th  mttt,  and 

he  wilt  d  -veil 
with  them*  and 
they  itoH  be  his 
p&jplt,  and  God 
himfdf  fell  be 
with  them,  <**d 
h*  tlicir  Gvd* 


4'  And  God 
ftiali  iipe  aw*y 

all  wars  from 
their  <ycs :  and 
there  lb*H  be  tin 
more  deaths  nei¬ 
ther  foirow,  nor 
crying  t  nett  her 
ltd  I’  ilttfe  be  any 
more  pain ;  for 
the  former  things 
ut  pa  (led  away. 
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nal  is  from  heaven,  that  no  fuch  city  was  ever  on  earth, 
and  that  all  Its  glory  fbiJI  be  perfected  in  bcavem  i: 
nia de  a  moll  beautiful  and  delightful  appearance,  which 
may  be  compared  to  that  of  an  amiable  bride,  richly 
adorned,  and  quite  ready  to  meet  her  bridegroom  on  the 
day  of  fokinnizing  their  marriage  -f  this  holy  city  being 
an  einbkm  of  the  church,  which  is  efpoufed  to  Cbiitt, 
and  (hall  then  appear  in  robes  of  righteoufnefs  and  of 
immortal  light  and  honour,  and  be  prefented  faidtftfs 
before  the  prefence  of  hit  gtcrj  with  exceeding  joy-  {Judet 
ver/24) 

3  Aud  the  meaning  of  this  vlfion  was  explained  by 
a  loud  articulate  voice,  which  I  heard,  as  com  mg  out 
from  heaven,  faying,  in  allufion  to  the  Sbtchimh  , 
which  appeared  in  the  tabernacle^  as  an  illuftrious  to¬ 
ken  of  the  divine  prefence  among  the  Ifrae!iie:f  i  e- 
hold,  God  has  fixed  his  mod  glorious  refidence  wi  the 
mid  ft  of  his  heavenly  church,  which  con  lifts  of  the 
whole  number  of  hh  chofcn,  redeemed,  andcaJW  from 
among  men  of  all  nations ;  And  he  will  henceforth 
dwell  perpetually  in  the  moft  immediate  manner  with 
them,  and  they  (hall  be  owned  and  honoured  by  him 
as  his  peculiar  people,  and  the  great  God  himfclf  will 
intimately  commune  with  them  ;  and  futUble  to  the 
near  relation  into  which  he  has  taken  then?,  as  their 
eovenam~God  and  Father,  will  make  up  a  compete 
portion  of  all  poflibfe  bappinefs  to  them  in  the  full  en¬ 
joyment  of  himfelf  for  ever  and  ever*  { Chap -  ixii.  5.) 

4.  And  in  this  Hate  cf  heavenly  blifs,  God,  by  his 
immediate  prefence,  will  not  only  relieve  their  foirows, 
but  entirely  rcinove  them,  that  they  may  never  have 
the  lead  occafion  to  weep,  or  ever  flied  a  tear,  as  for* 
merty  on  any  account  whatfoever;  and  there  thall  be 
no- more  mortality  or  liublenefs  to  death,  as  there  was 
while  they  lived  in  the  lower  wo  rid;  nor  flial)  there  be 
any  thing  of  a  grievous  nature  toalflift  them;  nor  any 
oorcry  [*?*''?*}  by  reafoir i»f  upprtllioD,  frights,  or  fears; 
nor  (hall  there  be  any  more  pain  urficknefs  of  body,  or 
anguifti  of  fpirit,  which  they  were  fubject  to  while  they 
dwelt  in  mortal  fldh :  For  all  defective  and  uncomfor* 
table  things,  and  fin,  the  root  and  catife  of  them  all. 


are 


N  o  T  E. 

**  God  out  oF  h wen,**  here,  and  I*t  *cr.  to,  ner  of  expreftion  follows  with  rehtkm  to  tl>e 
ThU  nu)r  rchte  to  its  draught  or  mod  A  vi-  M  grvit  voice  out  of  hearep,^  which  *'iT 
fibly  defending  from  chew  to  the  *]>olUe  jpoftW  beard,  ver  3,  (i*  r*  *t**v)  How* 
Jl>hn,  that  be  might  <Ji(liti£Uy  view  it  *  cverllic  hnvcnly  fht-  is  exprefle£  by 
tbe  Duet  did  to  P«er  io  hii  vlfon,  (Aftj  tbc  very  firac  phrite,  chap*  iiL  ut  and  if 
m*  ti*)  «il*wT  than  (o  the  ph(c  where  the  called  H  our  houfc,  which  is  fvom  lumvo^4n 
city  i  tic  If  Jhoalii  be*  Aod  i!i>  frnu  mau*  ( 


Cb.  ixi. 


Tie  Revelation  p&r&phrakd. 
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I  And  be  that 
fat  qpwi  the 
thrauc,  &iJ,  tk- 
IibJdp  1  inAe  *11 
ihiDtf  new.  And 
he  EM  MOlO  me, 
Write;  fwth efe 
vuvdi  arc  true 
aadfritbful* 


fl  Aad  he 
£id  unto  me,  ft 
i»  done.  I  am 
Alpha  and  Ome* 
ga,  the  begin  n  la 

and  the  end : 

will  give  imio  him 

dmi&acfrirft,  of 
the  fevosuin  of 
the  wacw  .of  fife 


1 


arc  5n  that  glorious  ftatc  abfoliuety  and  c  tern  illy  ba- 
nilhstt  to  the  remoteft  diflancs  from  them  ;  They  arc 
all  over  and  gone;  never  to  return,  that  nothing  m«y 
ever  interrupt  or  abate  their  contaminate  happinefs } 
which  U  more  than  can  be  fa  id  of  any  condition  on  this 
fide  heaVtn*  (Sec  the  notes  on  ver*  i.  and  chap,  xjc.  **) 
s  y  And  as  an  additional  confirmation  of  all  this,  The 
blefled  *  God*  who  has  been  often  re pre fenced  in  my 
vifions*  as  fitting  upon  the  throng  hid.  Dehold  with 
admiration  'and  joy,  I  make  an  entire  change,  by  my 
power  and  graces  in  the  prefcnt  fhie  of  all  things,  and 
completely  new-form  all  the  happy  and  holy  inhabitants 
of  the  new  world.  And  tbefe  are  matters  of  (o  high 
importance  for  fapporting  and  encouraging  the  faith* 
hope,  aod  patience  of  the  church,  tinder  all  its  tribula¬ 
tions  on  earth*  that  he  commanded  me  to  record  them 
in  writing  for  their  comfort:  For,  faid  he.  Ail  chefe 
declarations  arc  infallibly  true,  and  frail  faithfolly  bo 
performed  to  their  eternal  joy* 

6  And,  for  their  further  encourage  me  tic,  he  laid  to 
me,  whh  refpc&  to  this  wonderful  change,  The  con-* 
fu  mm  at  ion  of  all  things  it  now  come;  all  the  ete£tafc 
gathered  in,  the  Whole  fcheme  of  providence  and  re¬ 
demption,  and  of  my  love  and  grace  to  them  is  com¬ 
pleted;  and  all  the  prophecies,  contained  in  this  and 
the  foregoing  yifiods  relating  to  their  fuScrings  and  glo¬ 
ry,  and  bo  the  definition  of  their  enemies*  are  now 
brought  to  their  final  ifibe.  To  this  he  added  concern¬ 
ing  himfclf,  in  alluGon  to  tbe  firft  and  laft  letters  of  the 
Greek  alphabet*  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega*  the  Author 
and  Fini fiier  both  of  the  old  and  new  worlds,  and  of 
the  happinds  of  my  people  from  firft  to  laft :  and  am 
unchangeably  ciiftcot,  eternally  before,  and  after  all 
thefe  difpenfations.  (See  the  note  on  chap *  i*  3.)  And 
wbofoever  is  feafible  of  his  wants,  and  came  ft!  y  defi- 

roufl 

t  E+ 

all  hi:  repealed  promife*  to  «  htm  thatow 
**  eoraw,**  in  the  lecond  uid  third  d»pt«Xi 
and  hU  adding  here.  “  I  will  be  hi*  Gnd, 
**  rnd  he  fball  be  my  fjo,’*  h*  by 
bin,,  uvclS  at  by  the  fitlicr ;  fioce  he  i* 
cslldf  the  mighty  God,  «Ahe  cvcriaft* 
**  ing  Father,*'  (Jf,,  ic  tf,)  and  hi*  pcopJs 
are  called  “fmued,4  (chap*  lili.  to.)  and 
he  Is  laid  to  “  give  them  pjwcr  to  become 
■*  tbslbn* of  G od/  (John  u  i**)  Aod  a* 
he  wilt  pre&nt  them  to  tum&tf  a  glorious 
church,  fo  he  will  prefen)  them 

»  fcfc  children  tohU  Father,  faying*  *'  Us* 
**  hold  1,  and  the  children  which  God  has 
4*  glcen  me/'  (Hcj.Ji,  ij.) 

a  % 


HQ 

.  *  44  He  that  fil  nppri  the  throne,'1  may 
pcrifibty  be  meant  of  Chrift  :  For  f  do  not 

fiodthat,' In  richer  of  the  foregoing  or  fill-' 
lowing  rifioQft,  God  the  Father  i*  e*et  re- 
pnfeuted,  ii  immedtady  fpoklogand  git* 
ug  mdea  to  the  apoflle;  and  Chrill™i 
appeared,  a*  fitted  upon  a  c*  great  tthke 
u  throw”  for  judgment,  (rh&p*  xx>  v  k-1 
and  traffic  here  call  fcinritif  **  Alpha  and 
11  Om»,  the  bcguiriingand  the  tad,”  vtr# 
Id  ohcb  in  federal  pbecs  of  this  book  are 
tirlo,  that,  [think,  heafibmu  to  hirtsfrif. 

(4ctthe  mo te*  ea  chap  !•  4,  S, - Tb«  pro- 

ohe  to  4t  bbn  that  dwitvnttj9  (ver*  7*) 
cv  Heady  agree*  trcih,  and  is  i  fummtry  of* 

A 


JTZ 


7%i  Hetei  utioH  pariphtafed. 


Cb*2xu 


,  7  He  thar  pver^ 
flulf  in  * 

li-rit  *U  tiling* ; 

1  witt  Tic  fcU 
Gftlj  a*ul  ilftil 
b«  fctu 


ft  Boftiietor- 

t\ll  Jlpfi  U^IrfUcY- 
lT|ir,  and  the  u»«* 

fflfiuUt  ,  ar,d 
ntiirdtfcts , 
whnfc  -  mongers, 
•ad  force*  C*'*  i*nd 
idoLterf,  and  all 
liars  ihiJi  liavc 
tficir  pail  in  ik 
Lkc  which  buro- 
«th  with  lire  ard 
biiniftonc:  wiiid* 
llic  lCCOnd 

death. 


9  And  there 
Cam£  uo:o  me 
one  of  the  f^en 
sngtbfVlwb  had 
tlie  Gsrco  vial* 

fall 


rous  of  fpirinnt  and  heavenly  blrfiings,  even  unto  eter¬ 
nal  life,  like  one  that  is  vehemently  athirlt,  and  longs- 
tcr  rcfreihmrnt,  to  him  will  I  freely*  cf  my  own  mere 
favour,  give  abundant  fati&laclion  and  deiighr,  to  the 
lirmolt  of  his  willies,  in  my  immediate  pretence  ;  which- 
may  be  compared  to  aa  everflotving  and  overflowing: 
fountain  of  life  and  confoUtion,  whofe  perpetually 
fpriuging  waters  never  fait, 

7  He  who*  warring  a  good  warfare,  with  faith  and 
patience,  againft  fin,  Satan,  and  his  instruments,  and 
againlt  all  the  temptations  of  this  prefem  evil  world, 
gains  the  victory  ovrr  them,  in  humble  dependence  on 
my  ftrengtheniugs,  flvdl  be  poflcilcd  of  an  evcrJafti 
inheritance  of  glory,  and  of  every  thing  that  c^n  con¬ 
tribute  to  his  happtneft:  Audi,  the  all-comprehcnd* 
ing  and  rightful  difpofer  of  all  things,  will  be 

h  God  and  portion  for  ever  ;  and  he  fliall  he  partaker 
cf  all  the  exalted  privileges  of  his  adoption,  as  my  fen* 
(See  the  note  on  ver*  5*) 

3  Uut*  on  the  contrary,  they  that  are  aChamed,  or 
refufe  to  own  or  honour  me,  through  cowardice,  tr 
fear  of  reproaches  and  fufferings  on  that  account;  and 
l hey  that  reject  the  grace  of  the  goipel,  through  unbe¬ 
lief,  and  are  diftruflfrd  of  my  power,  mercy,  and  pr;~ 
mites  to  ftipport  them  under*  and  carry  them  thro*  ait 
tribulations  to  eternal  glory  %  and  flagitious  (inner?* 
that  indulge  unnatural  lulls,  like  the  dctcllable  S^h* 
miU$  %  and  murderers  in  heart  or  deed,  and  efpeciaiiy 
infamous  pdfecuiors  of  my  people  unto  death;  ai;d 
unclean  perfons,  that  are  addicted  to  fornication  or  a* 
duller y ;  and  dealers  with  familiar  fpirits,  or  preten¬ 
ders  fo  to  be  ;  and  worfhippere  of  images,  or  of  any 
that  are  not  by  nature  God  ;  and  they,  tiiat  fpeuk  falte- 
hoods  and  lies  in  hypocrify,  with  intent  to  dtceiveand 
impofe  upon  others:  All  and  every  one  of  thefe,  living 
and  dying  in  impenitence  and  unbelief,  ftiatl  have  their 
deferved  portion  of  the  molt  exquifite  termers,  li^e 
perfons  thrown  alive  into  a  great  coilcftion  of  borniug- 
hor  materials,  fuch  as  fire  and  brim  (tone  ;  which  may 
be  called  the  fecond  and  mod  terrible  death,  a*  it  com*$ 
after  the  death  of  the  body,  and  is  an  abfolute  depriva¬ 
tion  of  all  comfort,  and  an  cndlcfs  intolerable  compL- 
c  at  ion  of  all  poflible  mtfery. 

y  Then,  to  give  me  a  further  account  of  the  bleflVJ- 
nefc  of  the  righteous*  there  drew  near  to  me  one  nf 
the  feveo  angels,  that  were  reprefented  in  a  former  vi- 
fion*  [ifhzf*  xvi*  T*  add  xvii;  1*}  as  employed  m  exe¬ 
cuting  the  feren  laft  judgments,  which  were  figrcified 

by 
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fi:11  nr  dx  fcV£d 
Jilt'  pU^u:5,  and 
tllkcil  Ui'lih  D)J, 
fiy'u?,  C.n:  jiU 
tlicr,  \  w;ii  fb:^T 
thee  the  bride, 

wife 


in  Ar*t  nr- 
r^d  jw  a*vay  in 
I  '.c  to  a 

gnnt  *ixl  ht;*h 
Him) n tain  (  and 
lhr«(d  mt  tint 
great  ekjvhr  lio- 

|v  jcrnfjl«n1  d*;- 
^^iilinfl  out  fif 

bear  tn  from  Jo4, 


Si  Having  the 
^lofy  of  O'mI  : 
and  her  light  wis 
like  untn  a  (lone 
merit  prerimte  , 
ereu  like  j)a!pcr- 
‘itone,  ctar  as 
chryftalf 


ts  Aftd  had  a 
«!!  great,  and 
&*d  had 

twelve  piKVy  and 
at  U.c  gates 
twelve  avgeh  * 
and  nan' ci  writ’ 
ten  ihcrccn  , 
V,  h?rh  arc  /i; 
BiSTifer  of  the 
twelve  tribe?  of 
-the  children  <f 
Usui 


fey  pouring  out  the  feveri  Ufl  cup*;  or  vials  of  the  wrath 

of  God  upon  his  enemies  lor  nrirdeftruetton ;  and  he 
in  a  free  and  friendly  manner  called  to  in':,  faying* 
Come  up  hither,  and  I  will  fee  before  you  a  particular 
arm!  deftintt  emblematical  view  of  the  ftare  of  the 
church  in  her  advancement  to  heavenly  glory*  fuitable 
to  her  dignity  as  the  bride*  winch  Clvrift*  the  Lamo 
that  was  (lain*  has  pure  ha  fed  with  his  own  blood*  and 
eTwijfed  tn  himfclf  in  an  everlailhig  covenant,  that  flt~* 
when  fully  prepared  for  him  by  she  graces  cf  bis  Spirit* 
might  celebrate  her  nuptials  with  him*  as  h"r  glorious 
huiband,  in  all  the  foiemnity,  fpl^ndor,  and  jiy  of  the 
higheft  marriage-feftival* 

10  And  this  angel,  methought  in  the  viftons  of  my 
mind,  conduced  me  to  an  exceeding  great  and  lofty 
mountain}  to  give  me  the  advantage  of  a  clear  and 
full  profpett;  and  there  he  exhibited  to  my  view  a 
grand  and  glorious  city  of  vift  extent,  and  filled  with 
an  innumerable  multitude  of  inhabitants*  which*  in 
alhtftnn  to  Jertifalenis  being  called  the  holy  crtyt  (Matih* 
iv.  cj  bears  rim  name,  as  being  confecrated  to  God* 
and  thoroughly  fn  unified  by  his  Spirit :  And  1  diiUndt- 
ly  beheld  the  model  of  it*  as  coming  down  from  God 
nut  of  heaven*  the  habitation  of  his  immediate  pro 
fence*  (See  the  note  on  uo\  2-) 

1 1  This  city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  ftru- 
fateM)  was  figured  out  to  me  as  filled  with  the  divine 
glory,  the  vifible  fymbol  of  which  formerly  appeared  in 
the  JrwiJb  tabernacle  and  re  ns  pie*  as  the  token  of  God*$ 
dwelling  in  a  way  of  fpccial  grace  and  favour  there; 
And  i:s  light  cf  knowledge*  purity,  honour*  ami  joy* 
was  illuftrioyfly  bright,  like  a  moil  excel  lent  floue* 
even  like  a  fpkadid  jafpepftone*  as  {hissing  as  chryft.il- 

11  And  it  was  further  reprinted  to  me*  as  a  city 
of  the  gfcareft  beauty,  ttrengih,  and  fecurity*  encorn- 
prtfled  about  with  an  exceeding  thick  2nd  high  wall  : 
Which  may  be  confident!  as  an  emblem  of  the  almigh¬ 
ty  and  invincible  power  of  rhe  great  God  and  f>.tvicur* 
fori  be  fafety  and  defence  of  all  its  blefifed  inhabixMts : 
In  the  wail  there  app-ared  twelve  gates  of  entraiice 
from  all  quarters;  which  might  intimate  that  the  only 
door  of  falvation  by  J~fes  Chrift  had  been  op-rnrd*  thro* 
all  puns  of  the  earth,  in  the  miniftry  of  the  twelve  a- 
po files  :  -And  at  the  twelve  gates,  msthough:  I  Lw 
twclve  angels,  one  at  each  gate*  funding  as  guards  of 
ftate  at  every  aventir  cf  the  city  and  n;d3ceof  the  grey; 
king,  nnd  as  nrinbtring  fpirits  to  open  the  to 
tli£  heirs  of  falvatiun,  and  to  fiiut  xhem  agdiuli  ail  that 

wtre 
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19  On  tlic  cjftf 
thixx  gates  ;  on 
the  north,  three 
fcates  i  00  the 
fboih  three  gates; 
2nd  on  the  weft, 
litres  g tick 


14  And  tiit 
wall  rf  the  city 
had  twelve  foun¬ 
dations  and  *n 
them  *he  warn*-® 
of  fhe  twelve  a- 
palHeft  of  the 
Lunk 


tj  And  he  that 
talked  with  ire, 
hid  a  jHibitn  rred 

to  mdfuee  the 
c'ty»and  the  gates 
thereof,  and  the 
tvall  thereof, 


1$  And  the  ti* 

ty  Iwth  '  four 
4jmre,  and  the 
length  11  u  Urge 
1  as 


were  not  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  oMife  :  (wr,  27.) 
And  1  faw  an  infcription  of  names,  one  upon  each 
gate,  which  reprefented  the  names  of  the  twelve  tribes 

of  the  children  of  !frazf\  and  may  be  confidered  as 
emblematical  of  the  whole  church  of  Chrift,  which 
was  typified  by  them,  and  confided  of  all  the  fpirttual 
IfratU  that  were  admitted  into  this  glorious  city,  there 

to  abide  for  ever. 

13  The  poGtton  of  thefe  gates  on  each  fide  of  this 
large  foui-fquare  city  (ver*  16*)  appeared  to  be  to  the 
following  manner,  anfwtrable  to  EztkiePs  vilion  of  its 
type,  after  (he  npmes  of  the  tribes  of  I/racL  (Ezek* 
xiviii*  31,-34,)  On  rhe  call  fide  were  three  gates,  u~ 
pon  which  were  written  the  names  of  Jvfcph*  Benjamin* 
and  Dan  ;  On  the  north  fide  three  gates,  upon  which 
were  written  the  names  of  Reuben%  Judah)  and  Levi; 
On  the  fouth  fide  three  gates,  upon  which  were  writ¬ 
ten  the  names  of  Sim&n>  IJfachar*  and  Zehukn  t  And  on 
the  weft  fide  three  gates,  upon  which  were  written  the 
ses  of  Gad)  Afher*  and  Naphtali ,  to  intimate  that 
none,  who  in  reality  belong  to  the  true  Ifrael  of  God, 
fhall  be  excluded  from  rhis  general  ajjtmbty  and  church 

cf  thefirfl-bortt)  {Heb- sii.  23*) 

^  14  And  the  wonderful  wall  of  this  magnificent  dry 
was  represented  as  having  twelve  foundations,  on  which 
(in  allufion  to  the  cuftom  of  inferibing  the  names  of 
thofe  that  lay  the  firft  ft  one  in  buildings,  for  a  perpetu¬ 
al  remembrance  of  them)  there  Teemed  to  be  written 
the  names  of  the  twelve  apofiles  of  Chrift,  the  Lamb 
of  God,  who  redeemed  the  church  with  his  own  blood, 
and  was  laid  in  the  doctrine  and  mi nift rations  of  thofe 
firft  and  chief  mafter^builder?,  as  its  only  foundation, 
Jejm  thrift  himjeff  icing  the  chief  corncr~Jhmtf  (Eph* 
ii,  20*) 

15  And  the  angel  that  communed  with  me  appeared, 
as  having  in  his  hand  a  mea Turing  reed  of  pure  gold,  a 

fuitable  emblem  of  the  pure  and  fpotlefs  ft  ate  of  this 
glorious  city,  and  of  all  that  pertained  to  ic :  With 
this,  he  took  the  dimenfions  of  the  city  itfeif,  and  of 
its  gates,  and  of  its  wall ;  which  may  be  confidered  as 
a  figurative  re  pre  Cent  at  ion  of  irs  being  a  ft  ate  of  the 
moil  beautiful  order  and  proportion ;  and  that  all  ad* 
millions  to  it,  and  fecuri ties  in  it,  are  exa£tty  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  perfe£t  rule  of  the  uncorr opted  word  of  God. 

16  And  it  appeared  by  the  meafurement,  that  the 
city  was  juft  four-iquare,  of  the  very  fame  dimenfions 

every  way;  the  length  being  cia£Hy  equal  to  the 
breadth  ;  which  might  intimate  the  f  erfedion*  ftabili- 
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it  the  breach  ! 
and  bt  mca/ut«d 
the  city  with  the 
rad ;  I  *ck"c  thou- 
u*  A  fur  bug* ; 
ll^  and 

the  bicad-b,  and 
tin!  Juight  fef  it 
*rc  t<^iaL 


iy  And  be  m£a- 
fiurd  the  vail 
thereof.  an  ban- 

iUel  tfiVfor:y  av:I 
four  cobUs,  ac¬ 
cording  10  the 
me  i  lure  of  a 
ma»i  th-ii  is*  of 
the  angel* 


18  And  the 
Jjuildinij  of  the 
vail  of  t:  of 

Jsfijwi ;  and  the 
r  ty  purr 

ji<>U,  like  uttto 
ci^r 


ty  and  uniformity  of  iliar  blrflVd  Ante  of  the  church 
And  in  meafiiring  this  hcavcidy  city  \vi:h  the  golden 
reed,  it  was  found  robe  in  eompafs  twelve  thou  find 
furlongs*  which}  reckoning  eight  furlongs  to  a  mile, 
are  fitteen  hundred  ml  Us*  each  of  the  four  tides  con¬ 
taining  the  lengih  of  three  hundred  feventy-five  miles  \ 
a  city  of  prodigious  mcnE  for  the  reception  of  an  in¬ 
numerable  multitude  of  bkftVd  inhabitants,  far,  yea, 
incomparably  for  beyond  all  that  ever  was  known  upon 
earth.  The  length  and  hrc:ukh  of  it  appeared  to  bi 
exactly  equal,  one  to  the  othei  *  ;  and  its  height  boie 
a  juft  proportion  to  its  length  and  breadth  ;  which  may 
be  confidered  as  an  emblem  of  the  vafl  capatioufncfs  of 
the  heavenly  city  for  receiving  and  accommodating  the 
whole  church,  when  collected  altogether,  and  of.  its 
emtre  harmony  and  beauty  in  every  part. 

17  Then,  methought,  he  proceeded  to  meafurcthe 
height  of  the  wV*l  of  this  holy  city,  and  found  that  it 
rofe  up,  from  the  foundation  to  the  top,  one  hundred 
and  forty*four  cubits,  according  to  the  common  way 
of  men’s  mcjfunng  from  the  elbow  to  the  end  of  the 
middle  finger,  which  is  the  fame  that  was  ufed  by  the 
angel  in  meafuring  the  height  of  this  wall ;  and  fo  it 
appeared  to  be  out  of  all  danger  of  ever  being  failed 
and  invaded;  and  may  be  confidered  as  a  figurative  re** 
preftntation  of  the  abfolute  ftfety  of  the  T  ints  in  the 
heavenly  world  from  all  aflaults  or  dHturba»c;s  from 
their  enemies. 

18  And  the  materials  of  this  unfa  mountable  wall 
were  reprefented  in  my  vifion,  not  as  confiding  of  any 
thing  fo  mean  andbiittle  asbric!;*  or  common  building* 
ftone;  but  of  the  moft  durable,  fumptuous,  llrongand 
beautiful  j^fper-ftone,  to  render  it  impregnable  and  fo 
cure  againft  all  decay,  as  well  asfurprifin  *ly  magnifi- 
ceiu ;  which  may  be  confidered  as  an  emblem  of  the 
everUfttng  and  unchangeable  (tats  of  bltfledncf*  and 

glory  :  And  the  augiift  mnnfimis  of  the  city  Teemed  to 
be  all  made  of  maffy  gold ;  or,  at  Icaft,  overlaid  with 
the  finelt  and  pureft  gold,  fo  exquifuely  poliflud,  that 


NOTE, 


*  Mr  T*n*min  ol^rm  tbt  ic  woiild  ba 

of  al)  proportion  to  ilwicilhcf 

ttic  or  Uiiljings  of  tU«  ciy  arc  W  bs 
Ufi'fcrfloJtJ  as  of  t^\u\  height  wuh  the 
kn^lh  a^j  bradth;  &itd  sl-at  the  uu^licr* 
in  Uuj  aui  the  hext  vc:fc  urs  evideudy 

typkaL  {Pirups  he  mrcac  myftic&J.)  In 

o*-c,  vh'di  is  ihc  roeafor;  ©T  breadth 
an  i  br.^h  of  the  rxyt  the  myitkd  number 
teJve;  taken  ircaa  xZc  La;Ivc  apuitta,  is 


nuiVilittsd  hy  »  and  fo  the  olTi^r, 

u-hxh  fixrtij  ;*  hv  the  urafirc  of  the  hu^i: 
of  the  wj!1»  the  kne  mytlfod  i;ui«Vt 
h  multiplied  info  iifcli ;  aid  tv  (be 

Iw^hl  of  thu  wall  h  re;iwftfitol  In  Ik*  v  u: 

fcuttJrcd  forty- four  cubits,  «hicft  roak-: 
fev  jiujf^u'v  yard*,  jtvoritng  1o  tk  I  rflj  Ci:- 
foi.  or^hou:  eighty  fix  vtr.it,  ifc**r(:i»g  to 
(he  srcjU  r.  I*U  ujtcs  ixa  (hefc  two 

wrlh.J 
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1 9  Am]  ilie 

fiMiiiUtiflRs  of  the 
wail  of  I  he  city 
•wt/v  jjurrt  idled 
With  all  manner 
of  prefiuUfrftoiKit* 
/The  Grft  fnunda- 
lirui  wjj  jufpcc; 
the  fccoud,  fip- 
|ioire;  the  ihirJf 
*  chalcedony;  the 
fourth,  a.n  erne* 

raid; 

ia  The  fifth, 
frnlonyx  ;  the 
F&tH,  &*dins  ; 
the  kvench  t 
c*?ryfoUte  ;  the 

eighth  >  beryl  ; 
the  ninth,  a  to¬ 
paz;  the  tenths 
tliry’ioprjfyf;  the 
fclrrcnth,  a  ja- 
fctnth;thetwdfth, 
ftQ  acnethylh 

i 


it  appeared  as  bright  and  glittering,  a$  the  mod  Ihin* 
ing  mirror  or  ck.irc:ftchrjftal;  which  may  bcconfidered 
as  an  emblem  a f  the  incomparable  grandeur,  riches, 
anti  delights  of  the  heavenly  (Ucc* 

19,  20  And  the  foundations  of  the  city,  which)  tho* 
really  but  eae,  yet,  having  been  laid  by  the  prtaching 
of  the  twelve  apofUes,  were  reprefented  as  twelve  ; 
{ver*  14  )  Thcfr,  methoeghr,  were  beautified  and  a- 
dorned  with  inlaying*;  of  all  forts  of  the  moft  excellent) 
folid,  and  dazzling  Rones,  one  in  one  part,  and  another 
in  another,  in  aHufton  to  the  names  of  the  twelve  trihrs 
of  IfraeU  which  were  federally  engraven  on  the  twelve 
precious  floaes  in  the  high  prieft's  breaft-platr,  (Excrf* 
xsviii  15, — zi.)  the  appearance  of  fuch  precious  flouts 
on  the  foundations  of  this  wall  might  be  con  fid  ere  d  as 
an  emblem  of  the  perfection,  glory,  and  prcciou&iefs  of 
Chrift,  the  only  foundation  of  the  church,  on  which 
their  names  were  in  a 'manner  infer 3 bed,  as  thofe 
whom  the  Father  had  given  him,  and  who  are  built 
upon  him  as  tbeir  foundation**  The  firft  part  of  :t 
was  represented  as  adorned  with  ^jafper  j  the  fecund, 
with  a  Japphtrc\  the  third,  with  a  chalcedony;  the  fourth, 
with  an  4  me  raid  \  the  fifth,  with  bfardonyx  \  the  fijeth, 
with  a  Jardxut\  the  feventh,  with  a  ckrjfo!itb\  the 
eighth,  with  a  foryt%  the  ninth,  with  a  topaz  \  the 
tenth,  with  a  ebryfophrafus ;  the  eleventh,  with  a 
jacinth  *  and  the  twelfth)  with  an  amcthjfti  All  which 
tak^n  together,  as  being  {tones  of  the  mod  illuflricus 
and  valuable  kind,  might  figure  out  the  variety  and 
perfetlion  of  the  glory  of  Chri ft,  the  foundation  ;  and 
of  the  church  and  its  hlefliugs,  that  are  founded  upon 

him. 


±  t  A  nd  the 
t*Hcc  CtV,S  ssert 
Wvc  pe.ulj ; 

(tctv  icvcr&l 
wasofoac  pearl: 

and 


21  And  tlie  twelve  pates  of  this  glorious  dry  of  the 
living  God  were  represented  to  me,  as  confiding  of 
twelve  pearh  of  the  g  re  ate  ft  worth  andadoniilnng  mag* 
nhude,  each  gate  being  only  one  large  pearl,  which 
might  be  emblematical  of  Ohrid,  as  the  pearl  of  great 

price, 

NOTE. 


*  1  cannot  pretend  to  determine  wbr,  or 
wKthcr  ary  thing  particjl-tf  y(  was  fijnifiM 
In  the  myfHcal  W3y,  by  the  variety  of  theft 
jM  cctaius  hones  t  —  But  as  far  as  I  can  learn 
from  the  htft  accounts  1  have  met  with  of 
the  ftunes  thcmftlvrj,  the  jafper  U  a  ftone  of 
fivent  colour*,  the  mtift  excellent  of  which 
is  £rcru*  FpnttJd  with  red  nr  purple :  The 
fipphirc  is  of  afky^coloured  blue,  tranfpa* 
jent,  and  very  hard  :  The  chalcedony  is  of  n 
Ibining  gtt y,  clouded  wi:li  ydbwt  or  pur- 
filej  or  blue  1  Tiic  cttCrilJ  is  of  an  eawJ- 

t 

I 


ui£  fine  gre? tt:  The  ftrdnnln  »  of  a  pale 
to!:  I'he  ftrdius,  is  like,  if  nor  the  funs 
vith  the  cornelian  Bone,  of  a  bhwd*eohMir  : 
rl'hc  chryiblirh  is  green,  with  a  (bade  of  yd* 
low  1  The  btry!  is  of  a  pule  jwn  :  'lie 
topaz  is  0/  a  gold  colour,  iranfparcot  anil 
liard  ;  Tbfi  crylhpcafus  is  of  a  yeUowi'Jj 
ipven  :  The  jacinth  is  of  a  violet  or  pur -le 
colour:  Thearaethyfl  \t  of  a  colour  nearly 
reft  mid  tug  the  jacinth  ;  And  the  pearl  is  a 
round,  wntre,  hrdt  ai.d  diinuig  fublhpet ; 
and  is  commonly  bird  iu  a  frcU^di. 


4 
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and  (be  ftrcet'of 
f  be  etry  vat  pore 
;i)!^  v  it  w  wc 
trinj  parent  gUft* 
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ii  And  !  Taw 
ho  KiDpk  there* 
jq  i  fur  the  Lord 
God  Rtmighty  , 
and  the  Uok^ 

are  die  (tuple 
It. 


i|  And  the  ri* 

fy  Vi^rl  no  imtlof 

the  ion,  coOkt 
of  the  owhhi  to 

leiftc  in  it  \  for 
Me  Arry  o'  ItocI 
did  lighten  it, 
and  the  jjioib  it 
the  tigtti  UicroL 


price,  and  the  only  door  of  falvation  and  of  entrance 
into  heaven  :  And,  merhoughf  I  faw  a  large  opening, 
that  may  he  compared  tu  a  vattly  fpacious  ilreet where 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  met  in  full  attcmblyj  the 
pavement  of  which  w^s  of  the  fineft  burnsHicd  gold, 
fhining  with  a  luilre  as  cltar  and  bright  as  chryftal^ 

which  might  be  an  emblem  of  the  perfeft  purity,  plea- 
fare,  and  couvcrfatiou  of  the  general  aflerrniy  and 
church  of  the  firft-born,  in  their  holy  and  delightful 
communion  one  with  another,  and  with  their  God  in 
his  immediate  prefence* 

2i  And  though  tile  allufioii  was  *H  along  to  the  city 
of  Jsrufalem  *,  yet  there  was  this  remarkable  difference, 
I  faw  no  representation  of  a  temple  in  this  heavenly 
Jerufultfity  as  there  was  in  the  MUfennittmdi are  irfelf,  tir 
which  the  tmplt  of  God  was  opetied%  (fee  the  p^raphrafe 

on  chap *  x*  19,}  For rhe  great  and  Wetted  Lord  God  om* 
n  Spot  cm,  and  j*fus  Chrift,  the  Lamb  that  was  Haiti,  ate 
in  Head  of  a  temple,  as  they  dwell  in  an  incomparably 
more  glorious,  viiible  and  immediate  manner  here, 
(c bap*  xiii,  4;)  than  ever  was  feen  in  the  earthly  tem¬ 
ple  at  Jtrufalfrni  or  in  the  latter  day-glory  j  which  might 
intimate,  that  all  dime  ordinances,  as  the  appointed 
mediums  of  communion  between  God  and  his  church 
in  this  world,  (hall  entirely  ceafe  in  the  heavenly  Rate; 
when,  inltead  of  them,  the  immediate  p  re  fence  of  God 
efleimally  confidered,  as  inclufjveof  Father,  Son,  and 
Spirit,  fhall  be  all  in  aitf  (fee  the  note  on  1  Cort  sv*  28.) 
with  no  other  medium  of  conveying  felicity  and  glory 
to  the  heavenly  citizens,  than  the  perlon  of  Chrift,  as 
mediator,'  and  God-man,  in  whom  the  gloiy  of  all  di-* 
vine  counfels,  perfections,  and  performances,  in  their 
mod  amiable  afpcQ,  will  ftiine,  as  in  their  brightest 
mirror,  for  e?rr, 

23  And  fo  ill  11ft  rioin  was  this  city  in  my  vifion,  that 
there  was  no  m  inner  of  occafion  cither  for  the  funi  by 
day,  or  the  moon  by  night,  to  enlighten  it  ;  or  for  any 
creature  to  adorn  or  comfort  its  mhabinnts,  as  there 
is  in  this  world,  and  will  be  till  the  ditto!  ution  cf  all 
things:  For  the  glory  of  God  himfclf,  a  fymbol  of 
which  was  given  in  the  Sbtchinab  that  filled  Solomons 
temple,  (1  Kings  viii.  to,  11*)  and  in  the  tranijigura* 

tion 

T  B. 

Matth.  vh  5*  And  Grotlus  uRdarlhiy*  the 

ftrge;  of  the  city  fignify  »  place  of  pualic 
a'l'Mibiy,  is  id  1  Chran.  iJtxli.  0*  and  Job 


N  O 

*  Dr  ohf^rvrs,  that  here,  and 

chip*  x*ii,  1*  The  fHs«,  tr  broad  pbsxof 
the  citj%  u  place  of  C'JOCorcrts  n*v| 

rr&irt;  Vd  io  lymir  cr^i&nftlid,  and 
arc  uieJ  legeihcr  i»  tlw  b&z  f=isic, 
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*4  And  the  na* 
livns  of  t!ww 
which  are  ftted, 
Hull  wilk  i»  the 
light  of  i(  J  and 
the  kiivji  of  the 
evth  do  bring 
their  gWy  and 
honour  tn'o  it. 


ij  And  the 
of  it  lh^!l 
not  be  fliat  at  all 
by  day  3  for  there 
(hull  be  no  right 

1  here. 


id  And  they 
fall  bring  the 
glory  And  honcur 
of  the  nation* 
in:o 


Tbt  Revel  ateon  paraphrased*  Gh,  xxi* 

tion  of  our  blefted  Lord,  {Mattb*  xvit*  2.  and  2  Pet*  1* 
17.)  (hone  in  the  mod  perfect  manner  to  ilium  mate  the 
whole  city ;  and  the  glorious  Lamb*  as  in  ofEce^apa- 
ciry,  a  id  clothed  with  human  nature)  is  the  purchaser 
of  udmiffion  to  this  light*  and  the  ebar  medium  of  it; 
and  as  God*  in  efiVmial  union  with  the  Father  and  fp> 
rit,  infrparably  concurs  with  them  in  dilfufmg  ir* 

24  And  thole  people  of  aU  natUms  of  the  earth,  who* 
through  faith  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb»  are  fated  from 
fin  and  the  wrath  to  come*  (hall  be  admitted  to  enjoy 
its  delightful  and  illulUious  light*  and  to  walk  in  fweet 
and  holy  communion  together  in  the  midft  of  it*'  And 
as  the  converted  princes  and  potentates  of  the  earth  had 
employed  all  their  riches,  power*  and  honour*  to  fub* 
ferve  the  interclls  of  this  ctleflial  city ;  fo  they  bring 
the  products  of  their  good  influence  into  it,  ana  cheer* 
fully  rrfign  up  all  their  dignity  and  authority  for  it,  and 
counting  them  as  nothing  in  companion  with  it*  the 
glory  of  which*  mtthought,  appeared  to  be  inexprete 
Gbly  more  grand  and  beautiful*  than  if  all  the  mag* 
ni  licence  and  precious  treaftrres  of  the  kingdoms  of 
this  world  bad  been  coUe&ed  together  to  enrich  and  a- 
dorn  it* 

2j  And  fo  abfolut<ly  fafe  are  the  inhabitants  of  this 
city  in  their  fublime  min  lions,  not  merely  by  the  height 
and  (length  of  its  walls*  and  the  guard  of  angels,  (orr* 
12,)  but  principally  and  fupremely  by  the  immediate 

protection  of  the  divine  pretence,  that  there  will  be  no 
need  of  fhtitiing’up  its  gates  in  the  daytime*  to  fecure 

themagtmft  invading  enemies;  (as  is  ufual  10  do  by 
cities  on  earth,  when  any  danger  threatens  them) ;  and 
if  not  in  the  day,  not  at  all :  For  there  flu!!  be  no  night 
to  favour  any  attempt*  againft  them  \  nor  the  lead  d^rk* 
nefs  of  any  kind*  whether  natural*  or  civil,  moral* 
or  fpirirual,  to  interrupt*  or  obfeure  the  light  of  glory* 
that  will  perpetually  ihine  with  meridian  bnghtuds 
upon  them* 

26  And  all  that  come  to  dwell  there  will  bring  the 

L  holy  fruits  of  their  faithful  improvements  of  thcirrichos 
and  honours  into  it,  and  will  gladly  furrender  for  ir 
whatever  they  had  poffaTed  of  wealth,  grandeur,  and 
honour,  in  any  nations  of  the  lower  world  ;  All  thefe 
glories  will  be  Swallowed  up  in  that,  which  infinitely 
excells  them  and  its  fplcndor  may  well  be  confidered, 
a$  vaftly  fuperior  to  all  that  could  he  imagined,  were  all 
the  affluence,  gaiety,  and  magnificence  of  the  higheft 
ranks  of  people  on  earth  to  be  amafled  together  and  laid 
out  to  embdlifh  it. 


27  And 


Ch>  xxi* 
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if  And  thm 

Jhall  in  no  wSf« 
«ntcr  into  it  any 
thing  t h’M  dcfii- 
edi*  ntiifer  v>hj^ 

farper  workc:h±~ 
b'tmlnztbn  *  or 
Kitkftb  3  \ic :  hit 
they  wh:"h  a:*e 
writtro  in  the 
lamb’s  book,  uf 
lie. 


27  And  fo  perftQly  pure  ami  holy  is  this  heavenly 
city,  that  though  its  p;ue?  are  continually  open,  (wv 
2 50  7*h  as  the  uneii  cumciicd  anti  unclean  wefe  for* 
bid  entrance  irsro  the  holy  city  of  Jtrvfaiem,  Ufa, 
lii.  1.)  fo  no  perfon  nr  thing  .(*»');  no  evil  temper  or 
difpofitiort,  thought,  word,  or  deed,  that  is  morally  de¬ 
filed  by  any  iniquity,  or  is  of  a  dt.  filing  nature,  fltaQ 
ever  be  permitted,  on  any  account  whatfotrver,  to  enter 
into  it :  nor  any  one  that  lives  and  dies  in  any  known 
fin,  which,  whatever  it  be,  God  is  of  purer  eyes  than, 
to  look  upon  it,  without  deteftation,  (tfabak.  i.  13.}; 
and  particularly  the  fin  of  idolatry,  which  is,  by  way 
of  eminence,  the  abominable  thing  that  he  bates,'  (Jcr. 
xliv.  4.) ;  nor  any  one  that  contrives,  forgets,  or  utters 
falfboodj  with  an  intent  to  deceive ;  not  one  of  jetther 
of  thefe  :  Bet  they' and  they  only,  {chap.  xi.  15.)  Still 
be  admitted  into  this  blifsful  ftate,  that  were  regiftercd 
as  it  were  bv  name  in  the  Lamb’s  book  of  life,  which 
contains  all  thofe  that  were  given  him  by  the  Father, 
to  be  redeemed  and  fructified,  and  brought  fafe  to  glo¬ 
ry,  and  that,  by  holy  fruits  and  efleds,  lhall  be  proved 

to  be  fo  in  the  great  day  of  account. 


RF,  COLLECTION  3. 


‘Who  can  conceive  the  iimnenfe  felicity  ami  glory  of  the  church- triumphant  in 
heaven  !  AU  the  images  of  light,  beauty,  honour,  and  grandeur,  and  of  riches. 


■  1^1  -I  1  WWW  w  O F  f  *  - f  (J  ”  ■  —  f  “  w  -V  -  nww  VW 

frtfety,  ami  delight,  that  we  arc  acquainted  with,  arc  but  faint  reprdentarions of 
it.  It  U  all  new,  and  furpatfm^  every  thm£  that  can  be  found,  or  imagined  in  the 
prefem  frame  of  the  umverfe*  It  is  the  ho iy  city  of  the  living  God,  /liming  in 
ail  H$  glory;'  a  city  built  cm  Chrifl*  who  was  bid*  as  its  only  foundation #  by  the 

_ _  ?  _ *  il _ _ L  1  V  fc.  .  _  x  --1  Xk  1  JLL  _  A.-.1  jl  4!  ,1  *  .1 1  b  VI  1-s*  #  n  ■  ■  t  JL  I.  n  ^  *k  f  la.  L, 


it  IS  cmirnira  ivim  duinc  juyw  -uw  w  ^ ^nna  ft 

marriage  with  bis  church ;  il  is  bicxpreTr-bly  more  glorious  than  t S?*  moft  fpJeiHtfd 
city  of  beautiful,  ftrnng,  and  lofty  walls,  eroded  on  folid  founds  ions,  and  all 
embellithedap  with  the  mod  precious  glineri  eg  Hones;  ami  magnificently  adorn¬ 
ed,  as  wit,'  gates  of  the  moft  coftly  pearl,  at  which  angels  Kind*  like  officer!  of. 
(Ute:  and  a*  if  its  ftrerti  were  all  over  paved  with  the  lined  polifhed  gold.  All 
the  riches  and  grandeur  of  the  greateft  monarch®*  and  of  ail  nations  of  the  earth* 
are  fo  far  exceeded  by  it,  fwailowod  up  hi  it,  and  cheerfully  iiTjgnrd  for  it,  as 

_  b  _  b.L  *  .  _  .  _ _ t  L  _ _ 3  _ _ _  f*  ?.  il: _ _ * _ _  1  1 _ 


the  cmhilling  fountain  of  ad  that  it  grejat  ami  good :  and  t:vy  (turn  inherit  ail 
things*  to  the  utmoft  or  their  willies,  its  the  gift  of  free  grace;  and  ftiaH  livt tef- 
cctbcyjD  holy,  harmonious,. and  t ran ■  porting  ted owihip  with  Gj d,  aud  Chrift, 
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and  one  another,  m  its  c^cr-flun^f  and  unclouded  light*  But,  zh&l  all  that  arc 
attained  of*  nr  afraid  to  own  the  Lt>M,  and  every  unbeliever  and  habitual  liar, 
with  all  other  impenitent  tinners,  t!*jt  are  abominable  in  God's  fight,  ftiall  he  ut¬ 
terly  excluded  from  the  heavenly  Ah!c*  and  have  their  portion  m  cverlafling  bum- 
lugs,  which  h  the  fecund  death*  But,  iti  oppofition  to  thefe,  all  they,  and  none 
but  they,  tbit  arc  written  in  the  Lamb's  boot  of  life,  as  proved  by  it*  holy  fmis, 
Jhnll  be  admitted  to  the  (iibwne  enjoy  mints  of  this  blcflUf  city*  Theli:  arc  l  lie 
true  and  ftdthfu)  fayings  of  God,  which  dial!  certainly  have  their  full  accompHth- 
meul,  to  the  tnfuppor  table  rmfery  of  graedefs  linnets,  and  the  confummatc  joy 
of  taints  forever. 


e^eSi-',— .. 1  j  _ r,  ■■■  ■' 1  ■■  ^g=gggBttgsa=a^g 

CHAT.  XX IL 

The  de/cription  of  the  heavenly  fiat  e  is  carried  on  under  the  figure  of  the 
water  and  tree  of  life ,  ami  of  the  throve  of  God  and  the  Lamhf  i,— ;• 
Andy  fer  a  conehtfion  of  the  wholet  the  tnttb  and  certain  acasmpliflu 
meat  of  all  tbefe  prophetic  vifions  are  confirmed ,  by  way  of  dialcgue 
between  the  com  fueling  anget}  Cbri/t  himfelf  and  the  afojlU  John, 
who  was  forbidden  to  worjbip  the  azgely  and  ordered  not  to  feed  the 
*  prophecies  of  this  book}  which  were  foots  to  begin  to  he  fulfilled  in  their 
vrder9  and  are  fo  facred  as  not  to  he  added  tOf  or  dimintjbedy  upon 
pain  of  exchificnj  rom  all  the  blcjftngs  promifed  in  thcmy  which  J&fztlhe 
conferred  on  the  right  row ,  and  denied  to  the  wic&ed%  when  Cbrifl 
Jball  come  [at  he  faid  he  quickly  would)  with  a  reward  to  every  one, 
according  to  his  works  y  fi,— r  6<  To  which  the  fpirit  and  the  bride 
fayt  Gomes  and  John  adds  his  Arnett}  and  clofes  all  with  the  ufual 
apojl'Jic  benediction^  1 7, — 2 1 . 


Text. 

AND  he  (hew¬ 
ed  me  4  pure 
rtra  of  water  of 

bf^ctar  chry- 
<hd,  piWrtding 
«>m  of  the  throne 
of  Ocd,  uid  of 
the  Laiab. 


1  In  the  itiidft 
vrf  to  ilreet  of  it, 
utd  on  either  fide 
vrf  the  river,  vw* 
the  tree  or 
iste. 


Paraphrase. 

A  ND  the  conducting  angel  gave  me  fome ‘farther 
cmMemsuical  repre  fen  tat  ions  of  the  heavenly  Je+ 
rufalcm ,  by  a  v  i'll  on  of  a  pure  river,  as  clear  as  chryftal, 
dreaming  freely  and  plentifully  out  of  the  founram  of 
the  w  ^erof  xxi*  6.)  not  rhro*  ordinances, but 

immediately  from  the  throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb* 
who  are  one  in  the  divine  nature,  and  whofe  throne, 
divine  perfons,  h  onef  from  whence  all  bleflings  are 
derived  in  their  utmoft  purity  and  perfection  unto  eter¬ 
nal  life;  which,  in  dilution  to  the  river  that  watered  the 
garden  of  Eden*  (Gen.  ri.  10,} or  to  the  waters  in  Rze • 
iicl*$  vifion,  (chap*  xlvii.  i,— 12.)  may  be  cofifittered 
as  an  emblem  of  the  fulnefs  ofjoy%  that  is  in  God** 
immediate  frefencty  and  of  the  immenfe  pleafures  that 
are  at  hit  right*  band  for  evermore ,  (Pf*  xvi.  it.) 

2  In  the  mid  ft  of  the  chief  place  of  concourfc,  or 
principal  ftreet  of  the  heavenly  city)  (fee  the  note  on 
chap*  xxi.  21.}  and  on  each  fide  of  the  river  which 
watered  it,  mrdicught,  there  ftopd  a  delightful  row  of 

a  mott 


□i.  niu 

life,  vhxli  tart 
twelve  ^ 

fruits,  otJ  yield¬ 
ed  !  f  r  fruit  every 
mc:i:h ;  and  the 
leivci  of  the  tree 
wfrf  for  the  belt¬ 
ing  of  tfce  nations 
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3  And  there 
Ihdl  he  no  more 
nine :  hut  the 
throne  of  God 
and  of  the  Lamb 
iball  b*  II)  it;  and 
hit  itrvaots  fhall 
tuve  bun. 


■ 

a  moft  excellent  kind  of  trees  like  thofe  that  Ezekiet 
faw  in  his  vifiun  on  the  bank  of  the  river ,  cne,  on  mt 
fide%  undone  on  the  othert  (chap,  xl via*  7/  12-)  "Which 
may  alfo  be  con  fide  red*  in  alhificn  to  the  tree  of  lift  ia 
the  midft  of  the  ejrrhly  paradiie*  (f7cn.  H.  Q.)  as  an 
emblem  of  Chrjft,  and  of  the  immortal  life  oEhartpinefs, 
which  all  its  inhabitants  derive  from  him;  Arid,  in  this 
figurative  way,  he  was  reprtfenTert,  in  alluGon  to  the 
twelve  tribes  of  ljrnel%  and  the  twelve  a  potties  of  the 
Lamb,  ( chap .  xxi.  12,  i^*)'  as  yielding  twelve  forts  of 
fruit,  to  fignify  the  great*  ft  variety  and  abundance  of 
the  mofl  delicious,  fpiritual,  and  heavenly  entertain^ 
ments,  to  the  full  farisfaction  of  all  the  //mW  of  Go  if, 
accoiding  to  the  do&rine  of  the  holy  a  pottles  ;  and  this  . 
emblematical  tree  produced  its  plea  fan  t  tip?  fruits,  not 
once  a-year  only,  Hk«r  com  mot  r  trees  j  but- continually, 
month  after  moiuh,  without  the  leaft  internriiffion,  or 
defe£f,  lor  ever;  And  Inch  was  the,  excel  lent  virtue  of 
this  tree  of  life,  that  its  very  leaves  had  a  fovereiga 
efficacy  to  perfect  and  maintain  perpetual  be  a  Hi  and 

eafe,  and  ro  prevent  all  infirmities  pains,  and  difeafes 
in  the  fouls,  or  bodies  of  the  faints  that  were  admitted 
to  partake  of  it,  from  aoneng  the  various  nations  on  the 
earth* 

3  Yea,  fo  abfolutely  complete  and  confirmed  is  their 
happinefs,  that  the  curie,  together  with  all  its  dlfmal 
effects-  and  confcquenccs,  which  the  fall  brought  upon 
all  mankind,  and  which  came  upon  rheir  firit  parents 
in  the  garden  of  Edmf  (Gen-  Hi.  16,  19*)  (hall  be  ac* 
tually,  thoroughly,  and  finally  removed  from  them  for 
cverj  fo  that  there  ihali  be  no  remainer  of  fin  or  for* 
row,  or  any  accurfcd  perfon  or  thing  there:  But  ther 
glorious  throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb,  whofe  divine 
throne  is  me*  fhall  be  ever  abiding  in  it,  as  the  four.* 
tain  of  its  felicity  and  delight,  (ver.  f.)  without  mix¬ 
ture  or  allay,  anti  his  faithful  IVrvants  ihall  pay  their 
foiemn  homage  in  the  fnbiimeft  adorn r ions  and  pr  sifts* 
and  £hal!  do  the  will  of  their  God  and  Saviour  in  the 
mc(t  perfect  manner,  with  all  aLicikv,  conttancy,  and 
delight. 

4  And 

T  E 

a  tr??7  which  is  fn^nlar,  is  ufed  plc- 

rdiy,  ar.it  rc^derc-i  tret  jt  Gcik  iiu  i,  ; 

h^i.ihos  the  ^ boh;  genus  of  ire^5,  thro’ 
the  hiltory  of  the  teuton  ?.nd  t'aK;  unlcf* 

vheri1  it  ;i  connifeM  hy  *t?c  cirphsHc  article* 

or  a  nrftlfiry  in  t  Lac  fcnJc 

Rut  p  rliaps,.  jr>hn*s  vjjunt  was  only  of  one 
\Ti.t  c'f  Ii:**,  uhtjic  Lnii-ichcs  cxteu'lcd  tv 

bo::i  iLcs  uf  *';c  river. 


N  O 

*  Mr  Ken  rrientt  thinks,  that  this  tree  of 
iifr  allude;,  to  the  14  irec>  on  oik  hdc,  and  on 
“  the  other  of  the  river/1  in  l>ctietTt  d- 
fion,  raihtr  than  to  the  tree  of  life  in  hn- 
dife  (See  his  Difkrtation  on  the  tree  of 
life,  p  pjt — sT-)  And  yet  he  copjtfturcf 
that  u  the  trtf  of  life  in  PiraJif/*  was  rot  i 
fin  gle,  Or  one  particular  cKtr-iorilm^iy  tree, 

(p  7l0  Ihewf,  (p«  W i-)  dia:  tlx  -.vord 


The  R  e  p  k  t  a  T  !  ok  parapbrafcd  Ch»  zxii. 


4  And  flify 
ftjH  let  bn  Em; 
tuidbHnooT^y/ 
be  in  ibiif  fore* 


5  And  there 
Dull  be  no  n*ght 
tkrC)  nod  they 
and  do  cudte, 
itdiher  light  of 
the  fro ;  for  tta 
jjoed  God  jjiteth 
them  light;  »d 
*w  ffaall  reiga 


ff  And  be  Did 
onto  etc,  Theft 

Sing*  Jsitb* 

and  trne-  And 
the  Lonl  God  of 
the  body  pro¬ 
phet!  fait  h«an- 
get  to  (hew  unto 
his  favaati  the 
things  which  mart 
ftwtty  be  (knz* 


4  Andthey  Oiili  have  a  beatific  vifiun  of  the  bleiTeil 
God,  jilte  feting  face  to  facet  (Ctfatth.  y.  8.  and  i  Cor, 

xiii.  t2.)  and  dull  benold  the  Lord  Jefiis  in  ail  his 

glory,  God  man,  and  him  as  he  is  with  their 
bodily  eyes,  as  well  as  with  the  eyes  of  their  minds  ; 
{John  xvit.  2  J.  and  i  7«fai  iii.  2*)  and,  Aix 

/««  j/j  right coujntfS)  they  Jbali  bear  his  hkenefs%  (Pfi 
xvii+  ij,)  as  confpicuouily  as  if  his  name  and  the  cfca- 
rapiers  of  his  glorious  and  holy  ima.ee  were  written  on 
their  foreheads,  in  like  manner  as  hotinefs  to  the  Lord 
was  engraven  on  j4aron*&  mitre,  which  was  put  upon 
bis  forehead*  {Exod*  xxviii.  36,— 38*) 

5  And  G>  illuftrious  will  be  their  light  of  knowledge, 
purity,  and  joy,  that  there  fhall  not  be  the  leaft  d-trk- 
nefsoi  error,  fin  or  afiLi£tion;  and  foch  wilt  be  the  per* 
faction  of  this  light,  tbat  they  will  have  no  occafion  for 
creature- a  jTifhnces  to  add  to  their  comfort,  fnch  as  the 
light  of  a  candle,  which  is  wont  in  this  world  to  relieve 
the  durknefs  of  the  night ;  or  the  light  oi  the  fan  in  the 
firmament  to  enlighten  it  by  day  ;  which  may  be  ccrn- 
fidered  as  emblematical  intimations  that  they  fhall 
neither  have  any  need  of  the  faint  light  of  the  ceremo¬ 
nial!  a  vr;  no,  nor  of  the  clearer  light  of  the  gofpel,  and 
of  its  ordinances  of  divine  worfhip:  For  the  Lord  Je¬ 
hovah  himfelfis  the  immediate  fountain  of  light  to  irra* 
adiate  and  fill  them  with  his  glory,  that  in  his  tight 
they  may  fee  lights  in  all  its  beauteous  and  transforming 
manifattations:  {PJ&L  xxxvi,  9  J  And  they  (ball  reign, 
like  kings  on  their  thrones,  with  dignity  and  honour 
in  his  hlifsfu)  prefence  to  all  eternity,  which  will  make 
them  a  rich  amends  for  all  the  tribulations  that  they 
endured  with  faith  and  patience  on  earth  for  bis  name’s 
fake.  (See  2  Cor .  iv.  17*) 

6  And  the  conducting  angel,  having  led  me  thro* 
the  vifions,  which  ended  in  the  final  happinds  and 
glory  of  the  faints,  faidto  me,  AJ!  the  things  that  you 
have  heard  and  feen,  and  recorded  for  the  ufe,  en¬ 
couragement,  and  benefit  of  the  church  in  all  ages, 
fhall  be  faithfully  aecomptiftied,  and  are  infallibly  true, 
to  be  fulfilled  in  their  order*  And  the  Lord  Jefus,  who 
in  his  original  nature  is,  with  the  Farher  and  Spirit, 
the  only  living  and  true  God,  (fee  the  note  on  chap*  i. 
1.)  and  who  infpired  and  authorised  his  holy  prophets 
of  old  to  foretel  the  things  which  were  revealed  to 
them,  relating  to  bis  frittering*,  and  the  glory  that 
fhould  follow,  (\  Pet*  u  n*)  Iras  femme,  his  angel, 
with  thefe  divine  nuffages  to  make  known  to  his  fer- 
vanrs,  of  tbe  New  TcSainent  church,  the  things  which 

Hi  all 


Cb.  xrit. 


7  Bdw4d ,  I 

t'prnc  : 

Ditfkxl  jV  he  that 
kccpclli  the  fijr- 
jnir*  of  tlic  pm* 
phecy  of  this 
book. 


ft  And  I  John 
ftw  rhek  things, 
And  hevd  them, 
And  when  l  had 
and  fccnt 
1.  fell  down  to* 
v*onh;p  before  'he 
feet  of  (he  anwl, 
which  (hewed  me 
tbde  t  A  1115s. 


9  Then  faith 
he  uhto  me.  Sec 
th*i  da  U  nnt : 
for  I  am  thy  fel* 
W-frf sfaiu ,  and 
of  thy  breihren 

the  pmphe?  &j  end 

of  them  which 

keep  tfic  (apings 
of  this  b»k : 
rar&p  God, 
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(halt  begin  to  be  performed  very  foon  after  this  revela¬ 
tion  of  them,  till  they  be  jrndtijiiy  compkated  in  their 
proper  (erics;  and  the  fuifiimau  of  them  allwill  be  in 
a  litrle  fpace  of  time,  compared  with  eternity,  when 
they  will  iffiie  in  the  cor* Ion: mate  happinefs  of  the  fol¬ 
lowers  of  the  Lamb* 

7  In  further  confirmation  of  all  thefe  things,  Jefus 
himfelf  fpakc,  (wr.  16.  so.)  laying,  Obfme  wiih  ac~ 
tent  ion,  admiration,  and  joy,  I  am  juft  ready  to  begin 
the  accomplishment  of  then),  and  to  carry  them  on  in 
their  proper  order,  till  all  imiH  be  fuifiiled;  and,  com¬ 
paratively  fp  taking,  I  will  ere  long  come,  to  put  an 
end  to  all  the  troubles  of  my  people,  and  perfect  their 
felicity  in  the  heavenly  (hue.  lie  is  a  happy  creature 
indeed,  and  fhall  be  inexprcffibly  f0  for  ever,  who,  in 
the  fever  a  1  periods  of  accomplishment,  carefully  con* 
fiders,  and  cheerfully  embraces,  and  behaves  fuitable  to 
the  boly,  encouraging!  and  comfortable  defign  of  the 
re  vela:  ions,  which  arc  made  in  the  prophecies  recorded 
in  this  book,  for  the  nfeof  the  church  in  all  ages,  rill 
the  whole  feene  (hall  be  fitufhed. 

8  And  I  John*  to  whom  the  revelations  were  made, 
bad  all  along  viiionary  profpefb  of  all  thefe  important 
things,  and  heard  what  was  faid  to  explain  and  confirm 
them*  And  when  in  this  manner  I  had  been  informed 
of  all  the  particulars  that  have  been  recked,  I  wa* 
wonderfully  affedled  with  them,  and  in  a  Hidden  rap¬ 
ture,  which  almod  overpowered  my  mind,  (fee 
the  note  on  chap .  stlx*  10.)  I  again,  through  want 
of  recollecting  my  former  error  and  rebuke  for  ir,  pro* 
ft  raced  myfelf,  hi  a  poflure  of  adoration,  at  the  fret  of 
the  angel,  who,  by  Chrift’s  commiGion,  as  I  afterwards 
found,  (cot.  9.)  had  tfifeovered  thefe  things  to  me* 

9  Upon  his  perceiving  this,  he  inftantly  reproved, 
and  prevented  me,  frying,  'lake  heed  of  paying  any  re* 
ligious  homage  to  me,  who  have  no  claim  to  it :  For  I 
am  not  Jefus  the  Saviour,  but  only  one  of  his  fervantt, 
that  worfliip,  and  adore  him,  and  do  his  will  j  and  am 
not  the  author  of  thefe  revelations,  but  ;i  mefTenger, 
like  yourfelf,  to  communicate  them  to  you,  as  you  are 
to  do  to  the  church  :  and  1  have  herein  only  acb*d  the 
part  of  a  fellow-ferv&nt  wuh  you,  and  with  your  bre¬ 
thren  in  cflxce,  the  prophets,  apoftles,  and  mink'ters  of 
the  gofpel,  and  with  the  faint!:,  that  (hew  a  juft  regard 
to  the  things  delivered  in  this  prophetic  book.  Let 
therefore  all  your  adoraiion  or  religious  worfhip  be 
paid  to  the  only  true  God,  to  whom  alone  it  is  due  :  For 
the  nature  of  things,  ami  the  divine  command  have  fix¬ 
ed 
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lo  Anil  he 
frHh  uato  me * 
Seal  no c  tlx  fay* 
ines  o*  the  pro- 
pJitcy  of  fl'U 
hook  :  for  the 
time  U  at  hand* 


it  He  that  is 

tmmll,  let  him  be 
unjoft  ftlll  t  and 
he  which  if  fihhy, 
let  htro  be  fibhy 
ftill:  andherhat 
i+  nghteoui,  k; 
Hnt  be  rigb:r.tn 
flill :  and  he  that 
is  holy,  let  him 
be  holy  ftill. 


1%  And  beboM, 
I  come  qtreMy ; 
and  my  reua.nl  if 
with  me,  to  give 
every  man  ae* 

eordtng  as  his 
work  fhtll  be. 


ed  an  unalterable  obligation  to  wor/bip  the  Lord  thy 
God,  and  him  only  to  /erve,  (Mar.  iv.  10,) 

10  An  A  the  angel,  or  rather  Chrifl  tnmfelf*,  char¬ 
ged  me,  not  to  conceal  the  things  contained  in  this 
prophecy,  as  though  they. were  to  be  faded  up  in  the 
book  which  I  had  wrote,  and  fu  hid  from  the  notice  of 
the  church,  relating  to  the  troubles  they  aic  to  expert, 
anil  the  glorious  iljutfs  of  them  :  For  the  time  draws 
nigh,  (fa id  he)  in  which  they  (halt  begin  to  take  place, 
and  be  carried  on  in  a  due  feries,  till  they  all  be  fulfil- 
led*  which,  compared  with  the  fucceeding  eternity, 
will  be  but  a  little  while  hence* 

u  Then  the  (late  ami  condition  of  all  mankind  {hall 
be  unalterably  fixed,  never  to  admit  of  any  after-change; 
but  the  dec! five  irreverfible  fan te nee  (halt  go  forth,  fay¬ 
ing,  He  that  is  deftitute  of  righteoufaefs  to  give  him 
acceptance  with  God,  as  found  to  be  an  evil-doer,  Lee 
him  for  cwr  remain  in  that  deplorable  ftatc  :  And  he 
that  is  under  the  prevailing  defilement  of  fin,  Le:  hun 
never  be  cured  of  bis  loath  fame  difrafa  :  And  on  the 
other  hand,  he  that  is  righteous  before  God  for  j unifi¬ 
cation  to  eternal  life,  and  appears  to  be  fo  hy  bis  fruits 
of  rightcoufneft,  Let  him  (land  far  ever  juflified  in  his 
prefancc  :  And  he  that  is  renewed  and  fan&ified  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  Let  him  be  for  ever  holy^  without  blemijb, 
/pot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any  jucb  thing,  (Eph,  v,  17*)  What 
every  one  now  is,  he  (hall  be  unchangeably,  for  mifriyf 
or  happinefs,  to  all  eternity* 

12  And  the  more  llrongly  to  adore  the  church  of 
this,  and  to  imprefs  them  with  it,  for  their  encourage¬ 
ment  and  joy,  13choM,  fa  id  the  blelfad  jefas  again,  (fre 
ver*  7*)  1  am  fpeedily  coming  at  the  appointed  time, 
which  dull  not  tarry,  but  hailens  apace  to  bring  all 
things  to  (heir  final  iffue*  And  according  to  ancient 
prophecies  of  my  coming  with  my  reward,  (1/d,  if  10* 
and  Ixii*  11*)  1  who  as  Mediator  and  Judge  of  the  whole 
world,  have  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth,  will  then 
d  attribute  rewards  of  grace  to  the  righteous  and  holy, 
and  inflitt  condign  puni foment  on  the  unrighteous  -rid 

fihhj } 


NOTE. 


*  As  CluHlhad  fpokr,  vtr.  t-  fi>  in  this 
and  the'  ntxt  verfc,  (ucieft  make  then 
swivei1.  Bf  p  1  i^tveoiheCu)  ilic  lame  per* 
frit  fvcn&  to  he  the  tpetker,  who  again  fjuU, 
“  Behold  I  tome  quickly/"  &c-  ver.  ii* 
And  the  things  here  dctivcied  are  (lie  more 
fblcmoly  infoteett,  on  1‘appolition  of  their 
being  prouonncA!  lmnxd  a  c!y  by  the  Lord 
Jefus  hknfelf,  a*  giving  the  charge  that  (his 
tcvcUtius  (houLd  be  mude  the  u;ir 


nf  tile  church,  and  1?  f.ireicIHng  the  ComM- 
tioo  of  finncr*  iml  faiitls  in  C'n'cq(iC*'!£:  i/t 
kf  tsver.  11.)  which  frme,  tatirg  \Uz  impe¬ 
rative  for  the  firnre  tenfe  curdider  as  a  pr.^ 
phecy  of  the  dijJcrcuT  that  this  itvc- 

«Oii!d  have  upon  ihcm  refpcOivdy  ; 
w’SiiJe  others  (lo  whom  1  indtn')  ctinf:£cr  a 
a*  a  ie  itei>ce  that  will  fix  their  (Lie  ml  ux 
per  zi  the  dml  judgment* 


Chu  nil. 


1 1  1  am  Alpha 
and  Omega,  rhc 
bfgm nine  and  the 
end,  theM  and 


the  latt* 


14  B  Jr  fled  are 
thef  that  do 
hit  com  mi  nd  * 
roerUf,  that  they 
iray  have  right 
to  the  tree  of 
life,  imd  maty  en¬ 
ter  in  through 
1  he  gaitf  iato  the 
city. 


15  For  wltlunt 
§r(  dogs  and  for* 
errors,  and  whotc- 
mop*  ri  ,  and 
murderers,  and 
rdoltfm  *  and 
♦h-foew  bveth 
and  euktth  1  lk* 
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filthy  ;  and  will  impartially  deal  with  every  one  accord* 
ing  to  the  uature.and  proportion  of  mbat  he  ha i  dene  in  kis 
bodjy  whether  it  b tgood  or  bad \  {1  Cor*  v.  10.)  as  it 
fhall  then  be  found  to  be* 

13  And  ft  ill  further  to  confirm  all  this,  beyond 
doubt*  he  again  silenc'd  his  own  divine  and  mediatorial 
characters*  as  he  bad  before  (chap,  i,  8*  It*  fte  the 
note  on  vtr*  8*  there,)  faying*  As  the  Greek  alphabet 
begins  with  Afpha^  and  ends  with  Omega  \  fo  all  dif. 
pen  fat  ions  of  providence  and  grace*  as  well  as  the  cre¬ 
ation  itfclf,  begin  and  end  in  me*  as  the  Author  and 
Fiinfher  of  them;  and  I,  who  eternally  cxifted  before 
them*  and  (hall  do  fo  unchangeably  after  them,  will 
give  them  their  final  period  at  my  fecond  comiag. 

14  Then  it  (ball  appear  with  uncoiuroulable  evidence, 
that  they  are,  and  for  ever  (lull  be*  unfpeakably  happy, 
who  confcientioully  attend  to*  and*  from  a  principal  of 
faith  and  love,  fincerely  obferve  the  commandments  of 
God*  in  all  moral  obedience,  together  with  all  gofpeL 
inftitutions*  and  the  duties  which  the  Lord  jefus  has 
enjoined  in  this  prophetic  book,  who  will  be  their  Judge 
at  the  laft  day,  that  they,  he  ing  hereby  proved  to  be 
my  true  and  faithful  difciples*  may1  hare  the  dignity 
and  authority  by  my  free  gram,  ( chap*  ii.  7.)  and 
it  may  be  lawful  for  them  to  partake  of  all  the  great 
and  glorious  bleffings  that  are  produced  by  the  tree  ot 
life,  (fee  the  paraphrafe  on  wr*  a-) ;  and,  in  coufe- 
quence  thereof,  may  have  ad  mi  (bon  through  the  gates* 
which  are  ever  open  for  them,  and  them  on  ly,  to  tn. 
ter  into  the  city  of  God  above*  {Chap,  xxi*  21*  25.) 

15  For  the  wicked  and  ungodly  of  every  character 
/hall  be  Ihut  out*  and  utterly  excluded  from  all  the  Ho¬ 
nours  and  delightful  entertainments  of  this  glorious  ci¬ 
ty;  as  particularly,  fuch  tinners  and  antlchriftun- ene¬ 
mies*  as  for  their  impurities,  oppofiticn  to  the  truth, 
and  perfecuuons  of  the  faints,  rcav  be  likened  10  iiUhy, 
fierce,  aud  voracious  dogs,  {fee  Mattb*  vii*  6*  and  Phil* 
iii.  2.)  as  alfo  pretenders  to  conjur>ng  and  witchcraft  ; 
and  unclean  perfous,  that  addift  ibemfrjvrs  ic  foiaica- 
tion,  or  adultery  ;  and  blood-; hirfty  murderers,  that 
malicioufly  and  unlawfully  take  away  the  lift?  of  Oihsre, 
or  perfecutt  any  to  death  for  righceoufneft  fake ;  and 
wor  drippers  of  images  and  falfe  godp*  or  of  the  true  God 
by  external  fymhois,  contrary  to  Vris  iuflitimon  ;  and 
whoever  he  be  that  contrives,  has  pkafure  in,  and  dt> 
tignedly  utiCTsaoy  falfehood  to  impofe  upon*  and  dc-» 
ceive  his  fellow -creatures,  all  whivh  maybe  reckoned 
among  tbs  notorioufly  abounding  crimes  of  the  popiGi 

E  b  party  ; 


IS  I  JfffilS  1 !BV^ 
fcnt  mine 
to  rdh'y  untn 
ygu  theft  tilings 
in  tiu  ciiurchw, 
I  am  the  rjut  hihJ 
tiic  ttHsprintj  of 
UU-virf,  and  the 
bri^lii  Uiiti  dioro- 

tig  Jhr. 


»7  Acul  the 

/pint  and  the 
bride  fry*  Cjmc* 
Ait-1!  let  KiJi  tlia: 

Jitareth,  Gy* 
Cmue.  AvA  Id 
h(mtliitis3thufly 

roznc:  Andwhn- 
foever  will*  Jet 

him  tike  ibe 
UT  uJ'Jifc  freely* 


k 
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■ 

party  !  Whofoever  lives  and  dies  under  the  guilt  of  any 
of  thefe  fins  fhall  be  cafi  into  outer  darknefs*  where  jbali 
he  weeping  and  gnajbmg  of  teeth .  (Matth.  ixii*  13, 
See  alfo  liev*  xxi.  8*) 

16  Then  the  Lord  Jefus,  to  fnrisfy  me  that  I  was  un¬ 
der  no  delation*  ami  to  add  the  greater  weight  and  au¬ 
thority  to  ali  that  I  had  feen  ami  heard,  dire&td  his 
words  to  me*  Lying,  I  Jefus,  the  fovereign  Lord  of 
angelfl^  ami  the  Lord  God  of  the  prophets,  {(it  the 
pjtraphrafc  on  ver>  6.)  \  it  is  I  myfeit  who  employed  my 
angelic  meflenger  to  communicate  all  thefe  things  to 
you,  rbar  they  may  he  declared*  as  a  -rcflimony  from 
me  (***  concerning  the  churches,  and  in  and 

among  them  of  this  and  ail  fuoceeding  generations  in 
the  end  of  the  world.  I,  who  have  done  this,  neither 
will,  nor  can  deceive  you ;  For  If  as  God,  am  the  Roof* 
Lord  snd  Source  of  Davitts  family  and  "kingdom  \  and, 
as  man,  am  Bavhfr s  fon,  truly  defeended  from  his 
iiiS  ■  (Mjffk  nii*  42,-45.)  And,  as  was  prophefiM 
of  the  Mefliah,  [Nitmb*  xxiv*  17*)  I  am  the  Star  cut  of 
Jacob,  like  the  bright  and  mormug-flar,  and  the  Sun  tf 
TtghtcQufnefr  fhming  in  all  my  glory,  {Mat at  h.  iv,  a.) 
I  have  rofc  to  put  *  total  end  to  the  night  of  antichriui- 
anifm,  and  to.  fcatter  all  rhe  darknefs  of  tgoorancc 
error,  tin  and  fortowj  and  to  uJher  in  an  eternal  day  of 
light,  purity,  and  joy,  with  unclouded  luftre, 

17  And  as  thefe  are  matters-  of  the  greateft  confe- 
quence,  forafluring  the  people  of  God  of  the  certain 
(jeflrutiion  of  alt  their  enemies,  and  of  their  own  com* 
plete  and  eternal  tialvatroti,  the  Spirit  of  prop  iecy  here¬ 
by  tc. Hides  his  apnrotmion  of  ft,  and  doth  the  fame,  as 
be  is  the  Holy  Spirit  that  fpeaka  in  the  hearts  of  belie* 
vers 5  and  they,  the  j.amh’s  wife;  inciufive  of  thj 
church- militant  and  triumphant,  fay  with  earned  deCre 
and  expectation.  Come,  Lord  Jefus  (ver.  to.)  in  alithy 
glory,  to  fulfil,  thy  gracious  promifes,  and  folemiiize 
the  marriage  with  thine  efpaufed  bride.  (cbjpr  xsi.  a, 
9.)  And  let  every  one  that  hears,  underdands,  and  be¬ 
lieves  the  things  contained  in  this  prophecy,  join  will* 
the  Spirit  and  bride  in  faying,  Come,  Lord  Jefus :  Am 
let  every  one  that  thirds  after  righteoufnefs,  and  afre: 
the  everlading  happinefs,  which  Ilia]]  be  brought  tu  th- 
church  at  the  revelation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  (t  Pet.  i.  la¬ 
conic  by  faith  to  him  for  thefe  moll  excellent  of  ai 
bleffings :  and  whofe  heart  foever  is  inclined  and  deti 
rous  to  be  made  paartaker  of  them,  let  him  come  anA 
welcome,  to  ref  re  lb  his  weary  foul  by  drinking  gratis 
without  money  and  without  price,  of  the  e ver-ilu iv »i g 


Ch.  xxii* 


18  Fcf  I  teftj- 
fy  unto  cvajr 
man  that  hcaftth 
the  ttofdt  «f  (be 
prapheer  of  tbit 
book,  If  any  mao 
Lhali  add  tiAto 
thtk  ihing^  God 
Hull  add  unto 
hiro  the 

that  M  written 

in  this  book : 


vp  And  if  any 
mao  (bill  take 
oway  from  the 
words  of  thr 
book  of  this  pro- 
jJiccy,  God  Dull 

tike  away  hjs 
part  oat  of  the 
book  of  life,  and 
Oat  of  the  half 
dty,  and  /nw 
the  things  which 

are  written  in  this 
book. 


lo  He  which 
teftifieih  thefe 
tilings  t  huh  y 
Sorely  I  come 
quickly.  Amen. 
£een  ft,  come 
Lord  Jtfiu. 
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and  overflowing  water  of  life,  which  forints  from  lum, 
{chap.  xxi.  6.)  and  will  be  a  fountain  of  all  divine  coil- 
folaticm,  in  its  utmoft  fulnd's  for  ever,  at  hid  fecomi 
conning  to  complete  the  prophecies  of  this  book, 

which  are  to  be  believed,  juft  as  they  arc  here  reveal¬ 
ed. 

1 8  For  1,  the  divine  author  of  this  revelation,  {ver. 
ao.)  and  the  faithful  and  true  Witnejs ,  (chap.  Hi.  t.j.) 
do  iolemnly  declare  to  everyone  that  hears  the  prophe¬ 
cies  contained  in  this  book,  relating  to  the  affairs  of  the 

church  and  the  world,  which  (hall  end  in  the  final  de- 
ftru&ion  of  mine  enemies,  and  the  complete  lalvation 
of  my  people,  If  any  one,  be  his  chara&er  what  it  will. 
Hi  all  p  re  fume  to  add  any  pretended  vifi'ons  or  revela, 
lions  contrary  to  thefe  ;  or  fhall  wilfully  pervert  their 
meaning,  by  putting  falfc  interpretations  upon  them, 
God  will  certainty  infli£t  upon  him  the  dreadful  punifh- 
ments,  that  are  threatued  in  this  book,  and  particular, 
ly  all  thofe  that  are  denounced  againft  importers  and 
deceivers. 

ip  And  if,  on  the  contrary,  anyone  fhall  dare  to  de« 
traft  from,  or  go  about  wilfully  to  explain  away,  fee 
■fide,  or  nullify  any  part  of  the  writings,  or  of  the 
things  written  in  this  prophetic  book,  or  lhali  perverfe- 
ly  deny  its  divine  authority,  God,  in  his  juft  re  fen  t- 
ment,  will  certainly. cut  him  olF  from  the  intereft  that 
he  profefled,  or  hoped,  or  feemed  to  have*  (Luke  viii. 
18.)  in  the  Lamb’s  book  of  life,  {chap.  xxi.  27.);  and 
from  all  the  bteflings  of  the  heavenly  and  holy  Je~ 
nifakm,  and  all  the  great  and  glorious  things,  which 
are  promifed  in  this  prophetic  book  to  them  that  over* 
came,  and  are  faithful  unto  death  :  (Ulup.  ii.  7,  10,  17. 
and  tii.  5, 12,  21*)  He  lhali  be  for  ever  excluded  from 
them :  All  which  may  be  confidertd  as  a  folemn  and  aw. 
ful  fan&ion  to  confirm,  not  only  ihc  divine  authority 
of  this  bock,  but  of  the  wool?  of  the  New  Tefiament- 
revehtion,  as  it  ciofes  its  canon,  io  like  manner,  as 
Mofet  guarded  the  divine  authority  of  the  law,  {Dcut. 
iv.  2*  and  xii.  32.)  and  as  God  himfelf  did  the  like,  in 
doling  up  the  canon  of  the  Old  Tcft&ncnt.  {Maiae. 
iv.  4,) 

10'  The- Lord  Jefus,  who  is  me  Author  of  the  whols 
of  this  revelation,  and  fo  folcmnly  confirms  it,  (err. 
18,  ip.)  fays  for  the  encouragement  and  comfort  of 
the  church  under  all  their  intermediate  trials  and  afflic¬ 
tions,  I  am  certainly  coming,  without  delay,  as  foon 
as  ever  things  are  ripe,  which  will  be  ere  long,  for  theic 
perfect  and  cvcrlafting  happmefs,  and  for  the  utter  de¬ 
ll  b  2  ftruftion 


398  Tie  Revelation  parsplraftd.  Cfc.  im. 


%%  The  grue 

of  oar  LithI  Jdk* 
Omit  bt  with 

you  all,  Arnett* 


ftmtkion  of  all  their  enemies*  at  the  lift  day.  Here¬ 
upon  I*  the  writer  of  thefe  prophecies,  to  exprrfs  my 
faith*  together  with  my  caineft  defire  and  hope  of  it* 
fold,  AmtiUt  in  like  manner  as  the  whole  church  could 
cheerfully  eccho  bade  to  bis  voice,  faying,  So  we  re¬ 
joice  and  long  to  have  it*  and  are  fully  fotisfied  it  will 
be*  Come*  Lord  Jefus*  in  all  thy  glory  j  Come  quickly, 
as  tboo  haft  faid*  for  our  bdp,  deliverance*  and  com- 
pleat  falvutioDi 

it  In  the  mean  while*  to  conclude  the  whole  with 
an  apoftolic  benedi£Uoo*  foitable  to  the  ftate  of  the 
church*  and  to  the  duties  incumbent  upon  it,  during 
its  afflidions  and  trials  on  earth*  May  the  free  lose  or 
favour  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  JeEus  Chrift,  and  all 
its  fpecial  fruits  and  birflings,  richly  abound,  and  be 
xnamfeftcd*  in  all  ferfonaMe  {applies  of  grace  and 
ftrength*  fupport*  guidance,  and  confolation,  to  all  and 
every  one  of  you  in  every  age*,  who  love*  look,  and 
long  for  bis  fecond  coming  l  So  may  it  be  1  and  in  tef- 
timony  of  my  great  defire,  hope*  and  a  flu  ranee  of  its 
being  fo,  1  heartily  fay*  and  let  them  all  join  with  me 
in  faying*  Amen* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

Whit  a  faith fulnc ft  of  joy  Jhall  Chrift**  faithful  followers  ha ve  in  *he  heaven:, 
lerulaLem  to  banifli  all  their  furrows!  There  they  fttall  drink  at  lb:  fountain - 
bead  of  the  water  of  life,  which  pro  err  da  from  the  throne  of  G  .*1  and  the 
Lamb,  an  in  the  midft  of  them  ;  and  fhall  be  ever  drafting  on  the  ■various,  abun¬ 
dant,  and  delicious  fruit  of  ChrHI's  love  and  pur  chafe,  as  the  tree  of  life ;  and 
be  perfefily  free  from  all  mabdies  of  foul  and  body,  and  from  all  the  dreadful 
effects  and  confcqueuces  or  the  original  curie:  They  fhall  be  publicly  known  3ml 
owned  to  be  the  Lord’* ;  and  fhall  dwell  in  the  light  of  Ms  immediate  prefenrc, 
snd  heboid  bis  face  in  rightcoufnefs,  without  any  cloud  or  darkoefs  at  all*  And 
O  with  what  uninterrupted  conflaucy,  chtrrfulnefc,  and  delight*  will  they  thtu 
worfh-p,  ferve,  and  glorify  him  !  and  with  what  dignity  and  honour  reign  with 
him  for  ever  a  mi  ever  !  Now  unspeakable  is  the  happinefs  of  tbofe  that  faithfully 
obferve.  and  behave  in  a  due  corrcfpnodcnce  to  the  prophecies  of  this  bcok» 
which  is  hid  open  to  be  read  and  confidercri,  for  the  fupport  aiul  comfort  of  th.* 
church  under  all  its  prefent  troubles  I  They  who,  upon  trial,  ihall  be  found 
true  believers,  by  the  fruits  of  their  faith,  in  confoientioufly  obferving  the  com¬ 
mands  of  God,  fliall  be  a  at  ho  riled  and  qualified  to  partake  of  all  the  bleffednefe 
of  thr  cdtftial  world,  and  be  admitted  to  an  enjoyment  of  it :  But  all  the  wick¬ 
ed  and  ungodly,  of  every  character,  {half  be  caft  into  utter  darknefs.  The  ftate 
and  condition  of  every  one  lb  all  be  finally  decided*  forkappinefs,  ormiiery,  at 
Ch rift’s  fccond  coming;  and  they  who  fliall  then  be  unrighteous  and  defiled,  on 
one  hand,  or  righteous  and  holy,  on  the  other,  Jhall  continue  to  be  fo  for 
Q  folemn  thought  i  Ho  w  certain  and  Important  arc  thefe  great  events!  Thry 
arc  teftifiedby  the  apoftle  John,  and  by  the  angel,  who  conducted  him  in  hU 
vifions,  as  his  fellow*  ftrvanr,  but  not  as  an  object  of  religious  wurlhip*  which 
U  due  to  God  only :  yea,  by  Jeftta  Chrift  himfdN  who  introduces  the  eternal  dav 

of  light  and  glory,  Ukc  the  illuftiious  morning*  flar ;  and  who*  a a  the  Lord  God 

■# 
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of  the  prophets,  feot  his  aqgri  to  communicate  thefe  things;  and  declared*  ogam 
and  again,  that  he  would  quickly  come  to  execute  them*  in  judgment  and  in 
mtrey*  till  they  all  (hall  be  fulfilled  at  the  great  day  of  account.  How  danger* 
ous  is  it  to  add  to*  detract  from*  pervert,  or  deny  thefe  (acred  records,  or  any 
other  part  of  the  word  of  Godl  We  Jhould  dread  doing  any  thing  like  ei¬ 
ther  of  4hefe,  as  ever  we  would  cfcape  the  torments  threatened »  and  Inherit 
ihe  Meflingapromifod*  in  this  book.  And  bow  certainly  may  vre  depend  Oh 
(-hrilL’s  coming,  ere  Jong,  with  hb  rewards  of  juft  ice  and  grace  to  every  one 
according  to  his  works,  whether  they  be  good  or  bad !  With  a  view  here- 
iiT^n  he  fays*  44  Surety,  I  come  quickly*^  And  what  is  the  language  of  the 
spirit  in  bis  word*  and  in  the  hearts  of  believers,  and  their  language  under 
his  influence,  but,  4t  Amen*  even  fi>  come*  Lord  Jefua?**  in  the  mean 
w  hile*  How  endearing  and  encouraging  are  gufpel  invUatinns  to  thirfty  fouls 
to  come  by  faith  to  Chrjft,  and  dunk  at  free  ©oft,  and  abundantly,  of  the 
water  of  life?  That  we  feverally  may  do  £b*  while  we  are  under  the  dif* 
pjnfatioo  of  gofpel'gractj  May  the  free  love  and  favour  of  our  Lord  Jefiia 
t'hrift,  and  evtfy  happy  fruit  and  mairifcftatiou  thereof  be  continually  with 
ns  all  1  Amen- 
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A 

ABBA/ fome  account  of  the  word, 
will  its  fignifi  cation,  n.  Rom,  3, 
15 

Abomination  of  de  filiation/  what  fo 
called,  and  who*  p.  and  n*  Mat.  14*  15 
Abraham  /  his  attempt  to  offer  up  hU 
fon  vindicated,  n,  Neb-  ti.  17+ 
Acceptance/  of  thofc  that  in  every 
tion  fear  God  and  work  rightcoufnefs, 
how  to  be  underftood,  n.  Ads  10* 
Accnrfed  from  C hr i ft/  in  what  fenfe 
Pant  wiihed  hinifdf  fo,  p.  and  n.  Rom* 

9*  3 

Atf/  not  uncommon  to  put  this  for 
the  object  in  icripture,  o,  chap,  4.  5 
' — ,  judicial  of  G^J,  in  corifequt  ncc 
of,  and  a  juft  putiifhment  for  what, 
it.  John  ri,  40 

Adam/  a  covenant -bead;  n.  Rom.  j- 


14 

*  - and  Chnft/  one  bc-mg  of  the 

earth  earthly,  mn\  the  other,  the  Lon] 
from  heaven,  relates  to  what,  11  *  1 
Cor-  ij,  47 

-  Added  to  the  Lord/  the  impjrt  efit, 
n,  Afts  it-  n 

*  Addreis,  retel  ls  and  the  Pcpe's  very 
diftiirent,  n.  1  PeL  j.  1 

*  Adorning,  womens/  tv  ha*  fort  there¬ 
of  condemned,  n-  1  Tim.  %*  9 

f  AfJria,  where,  n,  Atfs  27+  17. 

*  Adultery,  the  ivoibrii  taken  in,  nn 
cn  Glaring  queftion  put  by  the  feribes 
and  Ph^rifecs  to  thrift  about  her,  n. 
John  If.  6 

*  Ajycis/  three  of  the  world's  continu¬ 
ance,  according  to  the  Jews,  nf  1  Cor* 

ao.  it. 


*  Agony/  Chrift'a  greater  In  foul  than 
tn  body,  0,  Luke  ii*  44 

1  Agrippa,’  Son  of  Herod  Agrtppa,  his 
good  charafter,  n.  Arts  *5*  13. 

*  Alexander  the  copper  fmith/  Paul's 
manner  offpeakin^  concerning  him, 
no  rule  for  usT  a.  1  Tim.  4*  14 

1  AlWe/  the  all  made  fo  in  Chnft, 
who  they  are,  n.  j  Cor*  %i 

*  Alone/  in  what  fenfe  Chrift  was  not 
fo  n.  John  18,  16 

*  Alpha  and  Omega/  Ch  rift's  caljirg 
hhnfelffo,  a  ftrong  alteration  to  his 

true  and  proper  divinity,  0,  Rev,  1.  8 

4  Altar,  art  Athens  by  whom  fet  up,  u. 
Afts  I7« 

*  - '  the  fouls  that  were  under  ir, 

fcema  not  to  allude  to  the  brazen  al¬ 
tar,  but  to  the  altar  of  ineenfe,  n-Rtv. 
6.  9 

*  Amauuenfis/  Paul  often  ufed  one,  n, 
Rom.  t d.  22.  and  Gal.  6. 11 

4  Amen,'  pronounced  by  the  JciviJh 
church,  and  by  the  primitive  Chrifti- 
an-ehurchi  at  the  end  of  the  miniftet  / 
public  thanksgiving  and  praife,  n. 
r  Cor.  14.  16. 

*  AmphipoHsj  why  fo  called,  n.  Aci* 

T7.  I 

*  Ananias,  the  High  Prieft,  Paul's  re¬ 
primand  of  him  how  to  be  confide* 
red*  n.  Ad&  23.  3 

-  Anathema  >  Marauafhe/  the  fignifit-i- 
tion  thereof,  n.  1  Cor.  26*  21 

‘  Anceftors/  Chrift'a  tc  murks  upon 
them,  n.  Mat.  j.  16 

*  Angel/  tutelar  cr  guardian,  to  every 
good  man,  no  foundation  in  (crip- 
ture  for  the  notion,  11.  Atfte  11.  i> 

Ang'ji 


Angd,  another/  Ohrid  fa  called,  n. 
Rev*  7*  i+  and  3  3  and  18.  a 

--  j  of  the  church/  who  fo  ftiled  n. 

Late.  4*  i7 

Angds/  how  many  appeared  to  the 
vrotAcn  at  Ohrid1*  ie  pa’cTirc,  □*  Mot 

*8*5.  and  whether  they  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  (Keen  alio  at  another  time*  n- 
John  xo.  ? 

—— *  Ohrid's  not  taking  on  him  their 
nature  explained,  r.  He'b-  *,  :6 
— — s  why  Ohrid's  prc*raincnccfl* 
bove  them  proper  to  be  indited  on,  n. 
Hdi.  u  4 

■ 1  1  the  rietf,  not  judges,  bpt  wit¬ 

ness,  n,  1  Tim*  j*  »i 

Anger/  ^  its  own  nature  not  fiufjJ, 
11.  Kph.  4*  ;6 

when  [infill  or  rot*  p,  and  n. 
Mat;  j.  it 

Antiocb/  two  places tb called,  n.  A£ls 
IJ«  *4 

Ant’pas/  uncertain  who  he  lie  was,  n. 
Rev, »,  n 

Autouia/  the  cattle  of*  how  fit  dated, 
n,  Acts  it.  56 

Aphnrilms/  why  choice  frntcnccsfii 
called,  il  Rein-  1:  t 
ApoRates/  ftrong  expreffions  of  good 
that  may  have  been  found  in  them,tu 
%  Pet,  x.  10 

Apnftlw/  fignify  what ;  have  no  fnc- 
ctflors  to  the1  r  tpecUl  characters*  pri* 

vtkges  and  powers,  n+  Rom-  i*_i 

Appearances/  Ohrid's  to  hisdifciple* 
alter  his  rdunvftionj  not  all. taken 
notice  of  by  any  infpired  writer,'  c. 
t  Q?r,  i$<  4 

Areopagus/  an  Athenian  court  of  jti- 

dicat  ere,  11*  A£U  *7. 19 

Aretas/  who  n*  %  Cor*  11.  3* 

Arimalhca,  Jofeph'  of*  uot  certain, 

who,  n,  Luke  xy  51 

Ark*  Noah's*  the  6gure  and  fsze  of  it* 

n.  Kcb.xi.y 

- ’  and  the  fafety  of  thole  that 

were  in  it,  prefigured*  not  l>atf;fint 
but  the  golpct-fhl vatic n*  n*  I  Pet, 3. 
10 

Arm  of  the  Lord/  what  it  SgmScs*  n- 
Juhn  11.  38 

Arms/  Rex  nan  law  of,  n.  1 1  *m»  *.  4 
Armour/  why  none  for  the  bact,  n. 

Kph-  6.  14 

— —— —  of  rightcoufr.efs/  what  meant 
by  it*  p-  atul  n*  *  <-  *»r-  6-  7 
Article,  its  being  left  out  before  the 
word  Gut!  an  objector*  'Jijitik  vtvg'  t* 
n.  Joliri  x*  1 


*  Attention,  Chri/t’s,  was  by  his  own 
power,  o.  chau,  ;0.  >7 

1 - *  not  f A-ift  but  gradual,  whv.a 

Afh  r,  jo  '  * 

*  - - into  heaven/  the£ociuritn  L'lde- 

of jt exploded,  n.  John  3,  ry 
4  Afla/  the  Idler,  what  zvA  where-  n+ 

I  PC*.  £.1 

*  Aff.s/  rode  upon  by  judges  and  kings 
of  tfrad,  by  David  and  by  Ohrid  hhii* 
Mfj  u*  Mat*  xr*  5 

*  Attained/ different  lenfcsofthc  worJ, 

■  n*  Phi*,  3,  ti 

*  Auguhiue,  the  famous,  what  text  he 

\ya3  converted  by  reading  and  re  3  to 

ting  upon,  n  +  Rom,  13.  13 

*  Authority/  Paul**  vquxl  10  Peter's*  n* 

GaUii. 

B 

1  Rial/  an  idol  of  the  Miioirians,  n.  Rom  * 

1  r.  4  - 

*  Balder/  what  the  critics  lay  about  it* 

uirauing,  iii  ACts  17*  ifl 

*  B.iUuees/  a  pair  of,  emblematical  of 
aiTikLon,  n.  Rev*  6.  5 

*  Rapufm/  the  mode  of  itt  p*  and  n. 
Mat*  3  6 

*  '  large  quantity  of  water  not 
neceflary  to,  n.  Marie  f4*  x% 

4  ——'John'sand  the  Ci>riftiftn,  where¬ 
in  they  agree,  and  wherein  they  differ* 
n,  Luke  3.  rtf 

1  - —  — ’notadminiflercdkyChriftbiin- 

frtf*  for  wtiat  realbn,  u,  John*  4,  2 
4  —  —of  John/  what  it  relAtee  U>*  n* 
Acts  i*  si 

*  of  the  Eunuch,  where  n.chap, 
B- j  6 

*  - - '  Infant  and  adult,  confffieut 

iu  different  cir turn  fiances  under  the 
gofpeb  (late,  n*  chap.  10*  47 

*  - — 1 N  why  not  fkldtobc  adminiftrrd 

to  Gemile  pmfeiytes  in  the  hiftiluud 
fonn,  T>.  chap,  i-  38  aud  10*  4^ 

*  - —  the  mode  of  it  not  ffgiffficii 

by  <jik  bLJUg  buried  with  Ohrid*  ti, 
Rom.  6*  4*  and  n-  CcL  %.  tl 

4  Baptized/  how  Ifrael  were  fo  in  the 
cloud  and  in  fhe  fea,  n*  t  Ct.r-  10,  « 

*  Baptizing*  the  houfehuld)  what  meant 
by  it,  tu  chnp’  1*  16- 

*  Baraalxts/  au  apoltlc*  and  Saul’s  fel¬ 
low-pupil  uiukr  Gam^ivl,  it.  Ads, 

9j  *7 

h  Heaff/  hia  uuirlxT,  very  difUcult  to 
lcttlc*  n.  Rev,  >3. 18 
1  Beads/ the  apple's  Bghtiitg  vyilii  I  hem 
at  r.phcftis,  diifermdy  c.v*phd«':cd  n, 

I  I j’ 


1  Beebe 
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*  Rwly-fbub,’  its  (igmlkation,  n.  Luke 
n- 5 

Beginning,  in  the*/  how  nirlcrftood 
by  the  Socinians.  n*  John  i .  i 
--—^eb^fen  from  the/ whatit  means, 
n,  s  Tbf*flT,  a*  13 

IMial/  itsfignification,  ft,  a  Cor.  6.  tj 
Rthwcns/  equally  God  the  Father7 $, 
Chriii’i  anti  the  Holy  Ghoft7s  proper¬ 
ty,  r„  j  C  or*  <t ,  15 

Bere.air/  of  a  religious  fpirit  before 
Paul  pr^chnl  10  them,  n  A£Us  i?.  U 
Bernice/  a  bdy  of  no  good  charac¬ 
ter,  n*  chap. .35,  13 
Bethany,7  from  whence  Chrift  afcend- 
c<L  where  it  was,  n.  Luke  14*  jo 
Kilhcps/  or  paftors  to  attend  the  fpi- 
ritu;il.*iftd  deacons  the  temporal  can¬ 
cer;.*  of  the  church,  n.  Rom  13.  7 

- ’  ChriPJan,  uho*  n*  1  Prt,  5-  ft 

* - — '  the  fame  with  elders,  n*  PhiL 

r  t 

I  T. 

J  H^'phemy/  againft  the  Holy  Choft, 
whfir,  p.  and  n.  Mat  xa.  j.andn. Ada, 

13-  45 

■  fclcffmgGod/ oiir,  ho*  differentfrom 
hi?:  Kh  ffing  us,  n,  Eph,  r*  3 
4  Blood/  moon  turned  into,  metapho¬ 
rical*  n*  Afts  ft,  }o 

*  Blood/  the  rating  of  it,  not  in  its  own 

nature  linful,  why  forbid,  n.  A£te  15, 

30 

*  - - 7  the  manner  of  fprtnkUng  it,  n. 

Heb*  9*  19  1 

9  ■ — . — 7ofthepalchalLAmb>tlie  fprink- 
lingofit,  a  temporary  oixlinaoce,  n. 
chap*  it,  38 

*  -—~7  of  Abel,  whatintended  there¬ 
by,  n.  chap,  i3. 34 

9  Body/  Chrifths,  did  not  penetrate  the 
door  of  ihe  room  where  the  difdptcs 
were  nfftnblcd-,  n.  Luke  24*  37 
1  —  —  cf  this  death/  the  apofllc's 
meaning  by  it,  n  Rom,  7.  34 
1  7  Sins  without  it,  what  they  are* 

n,  1  Cor.  6-  8 

*  « — ■„  PaolV  keeping  it  under,  no 
argument  for  popil h  penances,  n.  chap* 

9,  a; 

*  -  future  rewards  and  punish¬ 

ments  to  be  received  hv  that,  as  well 

#  ■ 

as  hy  the  lbul,  n*  2  Cor*  j  to 

‘  - :  10  one*  what  meant  by  it*  u. 

Eph.  2.  16 

*  — : — 7  a,  haft  thou  prepared  me/  how 
reconciled  u  ith  Pf,  40*  d*  n.  Heb.  io, 

i  5 

9  Bondage/ great  confidence  in  the  Jews 
to  ftv  they  never  were  in  any,  d.  John 
I.  3J 


4  Bone/  of  the  pafchal  Lamb  not  to  be 
broken,  prefigured  what  n.  chap  Jg. 
$6 

f  Book,  the  volume  of,  its  meaning,  n» 
Heb  10.  7 

*  Books/  of  the  ancients,  different  in 
form  from  ours,  n  Rev.  ».  1 

*  Bom  out  of  due  time/  in  what  ftnfc 
Paul  was  fo,  n*  1  Cor.  15-  8 

1  Bofnm,  Abraham  V,  what  the  mean* 
mg  of  it,  n,  Luke  1 6  ia 

*  Bottles/  formerly  made  of  leather,  n. 
Mark*  a*  22. 

*  Branch/  grafting  it  with  iULbuds, 
what  it  intimates,  ti,  Rom*  11*  17 

*  Branches7  withered,  what  men’s  ga¬ 
thering  them  figmfies,  n*  John  ij-  <6 

4  Bread/ and  daily  bread,  what,  n*  Mat. 

6.  1 1 

*  — 7  Eating  of  it  in  the  kingdom  of 
God,  a  metaphor  Bonifying  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  religion  here,  and  the  btrf- 
fcdudis  of  heaven  hereafter,  o*  Luke 

14*  H 

1  - 7  called  Chrifl7s  body,  as  the  paf- 

cal  fupper  was  tbe  pa  Dover,  n.  chap*  - 
22.  19 

<  - *  breaking  of  it,  an  expreflion  of 

different  [igmficatton*,  n*  A£ts  2*  4 * 

*  Brethren/Chrifi'^who,!!.  ikf at  12-46 

*  — - 1  when  Chrift  Jirft  dirciHy  called 
his  difciples  fo,  n.  John  io-  )? 

*  - 7  a  term  not  akvaya  ufed  by  Paul 

with  rerpeft  to  the  fame  fort  of  per- 
Tons,  n,  A^ts  23  4 

‘  Bright  nets  of  the  Kather^s  Glory/  what 
Intimated  by  Chrift’s  being  ft i ted  fo,  n* 
Heb.  1*  j 

4  Built  all  things/  the  meaning  of  it,  n* 
chap.  3.4 

*  liull/  a  fevere  one  of  Pope  Martin’s, 
n.  Re?.  13.  *7 

*  Buried  with  Chrift/  what  it  relates 
to,  n*  Col*  2.  12 


C 

*  Cjdar/  the  prudence  of  Pant  in  ap¬ 
pealing  to  him,  n.  A£ts  a6  32 

1  CaUpEwti/  his  prophecy,  the  extent  of 
it,  n  John  11*51 

*  Cainaii,  why  inferted  by  Luke,  n. 
Luke  3-  3d 

f  Calling  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord/ 
applied  to  C hr ilt,  n,  Alta  i  *t 

4 - of  God  according  lohispurpoft/ 

what  it  relates  to,  n.  Rom*  8.  28 
(  —  your/  what  meant  by  it,  n*  t  Cor. 

i*  26 

*  Candare/  a  common  name  of  the 

Ethiopian  queen's,  u,  37 

1  Candicfiic/ 
■ 


i  n  i) 

1  Camlltftrc/  the  weight  and  form  of  it,  * 
n  Heb,  9,  2 

Captains/  or  the  temple,  who,  n- 
Lukeix*  ja.  and  n-  A£b  4.  1 

*  Carnal/  believers  not  abfblutcly,  but 
comparatively  ft>,  n*  l  Cor  3,  l 

4  Carpenter’s  trade,  CL  nit  (aid  to  work 
at  it,  it.  Lute  a,  51 

*  Caft-away*  Paul  in  nodoubt  about  lits 
being  fo,  n*  1  Cor*  9*  27 

4  Caftor  and  Pollux/  forte  account  cf 
the 3i*  ru  A&s  11 

*  Caves,*  ufual  burying  places,  n.  John 
11.38 

*  Crdron/  the  brook,  where  it  ran; 
David,  a  type  of  Chrift  went  over  it, 
n*ch*ip.  18*  I 

4  Center/  golden,  .what,  and  its  ufe*  n* 
Heb  >94 

*  Centurion, 1  hh  office  what ;  andirhc* 
thcr  be  came  to  Chrift  iu  perfon  or 
not,  p*  and  n,  Mat*  8*  5*  and  p.Luke 

7*  3 

*  - J  pr  jbib'y  engagedinfamilypray- 

cr,  wh:n  the  angel  appeared  to  hiui, 
n*  Acjs  10*  30 

4  Cha^r^*  prifonm,  the  Roman  way 
of  doing  itj  n.  chap*  \  1.  6 

4  Charity/  nut  to  be  retrained  to  what 
vecominovdy  call  by  that  mme,  but 
I'gnifics  love*  n*  r  Cur*  13*  1 

4  Chafte,  PaulV  Rile  remarkably  fu,  0, 
chap*  7,  5 

*  Chetubifn/  what  madr  of,  ami  in 
what  rnauivT  placed  ;  their  form  un¬ 
certain,  n.  Ileb*  9*  j 

4  Children/ why  brought  tcChrrft, 
n*  Mat,  19*  >4-  and  Mark*  >0*  13 

*  —  my  little/  moftly  a  term  of  ten- 
dernefs  and  indearment,  rather  than 
a  difthliftiun  of  younger  and  weaker 
from  older  and  ftronger  believers,  n* 
i  John  t 

4  —  and  fervants/  Chriftian,  howftr 
to  ubey  their  heathen  parents  or  raaf- 
ters,  n,  CM.  3*  ao 

*  Citoo ling  and  calling/  God’s  parricn* 
entar  per fons  to  eternallite,  intima¬ 
ted,  0*  Rom*  9*  24 

*  —  jnd  prakfHnating/  what  they 
may  IVverally  relate  to,  n.  Eph.  1*  5 

*  Cbtlft/  the  mofl  high  God  together 
with  the  Father  and  Spirit,  ti.  Luke 
1*  76 

*  - - over  all,  God  blefTcil  fur  ever/ 

n.  Rom*  9*  $ 

*  - *  the  whom  we  are  nor  to 

provoke to  jcidoufy,  n.  r  Cor.  10,2s 

4  - ’  irfyftical,  the  meaning  of  the 

CJtpixfljori}  n,  chap.  12.  is 
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-—'the  only  proper,  vita!,  influen¬ 
tial  and  author! tn live  bead  of  the 
church,  n.  ibid.  v<  r.  11 

*  — -’included  in  the  living  God,  n» 
2  Cor*  3,  j 

‘  - ’cured  d  idem  pern  in  a  God-tike 

way,  p*  and  n*  Mark  7*  34 

*  - *  a  fin-ofleriog,  n,  chap*  5.  31 

*  - railed  tip/  &c*  in  him,  what  it 

relates  to*  n*  Fph,  a*  6 

4 - that  which  l  have  committed  to 

him/  bow  to  be  understood,  n, 
2  Tim.  1.  x 2 

1  C  rifti.ro/  probably  the  new  name, 
which  the  mouth  or  the  Lord  earned 
by  immediate  fuggeftiun,  p,  and  n. 
Afts  r  1,  26 

1  CbriiUans/  renrurtobly  preferred  at  the 
deftru£tionirf  Jerufalem,  n*  Luke  jt* 
18 

*  Church/  the  fiWV  famous  one,  where 
gathered,  n*  A<fts  13*  j* 

*  — ’at  JeruCilem,  the  mother-church 
under  the  gofpe!-ftate,n*  chap*  i8<  11 

*  - J  the  meaning  of  the  word,  n. 

chap- 15.  \2 

1  - *  Chiiltian,  never  met  on  the 

feventh  diy,  n*chap.  10-  6 
!  - in  their  houie/  how  to  be  under¬ 

stood,  n*  Rom,  16-  5 

E  - ’  at  Thcfftlonica,  rot  to  the  mo- 

thvr*churchofMiicedonia  and  A  chat  a 
n,  1  Tliefi'*  1-  8 

« - Romifh/  the  corruption  ofit,n+ 

2  Titn  3*  1 

f  - the  angel  of/  who,  n.  Rev.  a*  i, 

1  Churches/  in  the  apoftlra  days,  con- 
pre^aliona],  n.  1  Cor*  14-  23 
4  Cinrtimcidou/  in  what  fcnie  incon- 
fifbent  with  a  ftate  of  panion  and  ac¬ 
ceptance  to  etenia!  life,  n,  A<fts  xy,  s 

4 - *  the  (ign  a:id  leal  of  the  covenant 

of  grace)  11  *  Rem.  4,  io*  ix 

4  - /  in  what  view  Paul  oppofedit, 

Gal.  5-  6 

4  - - /  of  Chrlfl  tn  be  taken  in  a  fpi* 

ritual  tVide*  n*  CnL  %.  it 
4  Chy,  the  tenth  part  of  it  fell/  what 
meant  thereby,  p-  and  n*  Rev*  11*13 
4  Cloke,  Pau^s/  vnri:>tis  opinions  about 
thewordfotnnriatcdj  n*  2Tim*4*ri 
4  Cloud  of  winu'flis/  a  metaphorical 
alltiliou  to  «'har,  n»  Heb.  12.  1 
4  Coat,  Peter’s/  clifpuies  about  it:  no 
occalion  to  i\:pprJfr  him  naked  before 
he  .tirt  it  abo^st  him,  n.  John  21.  7 

*  Cock  crowing/  time  of  it  when,  n* 

-  at  *  26-  34 

4  Coming  to  Chrift**  what*  p.  and  n# 
M**t  ii-  28.  ;mv1  J-’hu  6-  3J 

4  Ccmmacd- 


I 


*  Commandment  o"  the  l-aihcr/  not 
t lie  ground  of  Chrifi’s  having  power 
to  Jay  down  hU  lifr,  n.  Joh'i  io.  18 

4  - 1  new/  Chrii/ii  to  hrs  diicplcs, 

not  abfoltitdy  fo,  n,  ch.  13,  t-f 

*  Commandment,  the  end  of  it/  how 
to  be  uuderftood,  n,  i  Tim*  1,5 

4  Coro  milium/  Chrift’n  to  the  apufilcs, 
its  cxti.'UiC}  n*  Mark  i£,  J 

1  Companions,  Saul’!!/  in  what  fenfe 
they  did,  and  did  not  hear  the  to  ice 
that  fpnfce  to  him,  n,  A<ft$  9.  7 

*  Computation,  Roman/  of  the  hours 
of  the  day,  n.  John  i,  39 

4  Co  net  Son/  what  figmfied  by  it,  ik 
Phil*  3.  a 

1  Condemnation/  the  meaning  of  it,  n. 
Rom,  j.  16 

4  — s  and  justification/  the  ground  of 
both,  n*  ibid*  19 

*  — before  of  old  ordained  to/  how 
to  be  under  ft  ood,  n*  Jude  ver,  4 

4  Confcffion/  how  madeuiitoiidvaticm, 
n.  Raid-  10 .  10 

4  -  ■■/  auricular,  without  foundation, 

n.  James  5*  16 

4  Con  fee  ration,’  tins  is  my  body,  not 
the  form  of  it,  it*  j  Cor*  11 

4  Contain,7  f'ometiines  taken  in  a  met!-- 
piioricil  fenfe,  iign&cs  receive,  n* 
John  11*  *s 

*  Contention/  between  Paul  and  Peter, 
when  it  happened,  n.  A  A*  15,  33 

4  Con  VC  r  Goa/  taken  id  dlftcreut  fenies, 
n.  Mat  18.  3 

4  - -/  of  the  idolatrous  Gentile,  and 

not  of  the  pro fidy its  of  the  gate  at 
Antioch,  declared  by  Paul  ami  tinr- 
oabns,  u.  Aits  is*  3 

*  — ~/  Paul  probably  the  inftrunient 
of  Timothy1*,  it,  1  Tim*  1*  a 

■  Converts  Jetvilh/  why  the  council  at 
^crul-dem  fay  nothing  about  their  be¬ 
ing  circumdicd,  and  keeping  the  Uw 
of  Mo&s,  n*  Acts  16-  3 

4  Corinth/  a  temple  of  Venus  there,  n, 

1  Cor,  10.  S 

4  Corinthians/  might  not  be  drunk  at 
the  Lord’s  Tapper  >  though  they  drank 
too  freely,  in  imitation  of  the  Jews 
and  heathens  at  their  paifover  and 
leads  on  their  iocritiars*  n,  chap*  ix, 
zt 

*  Cornelius/  a  profclytc  of  the  gate, 
n.  Aits  ia  % 

*  Corruption7  of  nature*  extends  to 
gll  mankind,  n.  Rom*  3*  10 

4  Corrupt: 0:1/  the  body  Town  in  how, 
n*  1  Cor,  15*  4: 

4  Covenant/  figr/rtrs  whil,  u.  ileb*  > 

-ti 


*  Covenants/ how  to  be  taken,  tk  Rom* 

9-  4*  and  n,  Eph.  1*  ra 

4  Covetotifneft/  wherein  it  conJifls,  p, 

Iteb*  ij.  5 

4  Counfel/  of  God  how  all  made  known 
by  Chrift  to  hjs  difciplts,  n.  John  13, 
15 

*  Creation/  frid  to  be  performed  bf 
Cnriit,  no  argument  of  iris  being  an 
under  agent  in  that  work,  n*  cit'.p. 

I*  3 

*  Cfeaturc/  and  whole  creation,  diffi¬ 
cult  to  determine  wliat  Ls.  meant 
thereby,  n  Rom.  8.  19 

1  —  ■■■■/  FirA-bora  of  every,  what  it 
Minifies,  n,  Col*  1*  15 

*  Creatures/  the  four  living,  what  dt- 
figned  to  reprefent,  ».  Rev*  4*  6 

*  Crofs/  Chrnt's  carried  by  whom,  n* 

Mai.  a  7*  32 

*  — ,  taking  it  up,  an  alluGon  to 
what,  n.  Mark  8-  34 

4  ,  Chrift’s  coming  down  from  it, 

inconftftent  with  his  defign  in  coming 
into  the  world,  o.  Mat*  3  7,  41.  and  n. 
Luke  *3.  3s 

*  Crucifying,  the  manner  of  it,  m  Mat. 
ay.  a-6 

Cup/  put  for  the  wine  in  it,  n.  Luke 
4  31*  ao 

4  of  bkfling  which  we  ttefs/  why 
fo  called,  n.  1  Cor-  ic  16 

*  the  Pa  pi  As  facrilcgiou  fly  deprive 
the  people  uf it,  n-  chap- 11,  as* 

4  Cut  off,7  what  troubles  of  the  church 
being  fo  fignifics,  n-  Gal.  3.  11 
4  Cymbal*’  tinkling,  wbat,  n,  1  Cor, 
ij-  I 


D 

4  Damnation/  a  particular  inftance  of 
its  figuify ingtcjnporal  judgment,  and 
uot  eternal  damnation,  n.  1  Corn* 


4  Damned/  in  wdiat  fenfe  the  doubtful 
cater  is  fo,  n,  Rom-  14  13 

4  Dart ne &,  outtr/  to  what  it  alludes, 
11.  Mat-  8*  w 

1  and  fight,  what  they  fignifyiit 

feripture.  n.  Kph*  j*  8 
4  Daru,  fiery,7  whit  they  refer  to,  n* 
chap.  616 

4  David/  that  the  Mcffiali  was  to  be  h^ 
oifspring,  generally  owned  by  the 

Jews,  n-  Luke  10-  41 

4  Day/  natural,  how  reckoned  by  the 

isws,  n.  Mat.  40  and  when  it 
ega o,  n.  Mark  14.  10 
4  —  thaU^  refers  to  whit,  c.  Mark 
X3  31.  and  Lukv  u-  jj 


4  Day/ 


Day/  another  fenfe  of  it,  n.  John 
14*10 

*  — Abraham  rejoiced  to  fee  Ch rift's/ 
the  meaning  of  it,  n*  John  8.  .56 

*  - /  in  which  CbriH *6  difcipW 

fhonld  aft  him  uoihing,  what,  n*  eh. 
ltf  13 

4  - — /  ant!  the  Eire,  fignrfy  the  day  frf 
judgmcDU  and  the  latter  word  can- 
net  mean  the  tire  of  purgal oiy\  n. 
i  Cor-  3-  13 

4  Days,  ten/  what  meant  thereby,  n* 
Rev-  1*  10 

4  D racoon/  their  office  «.  Aift?  6  i* 

4 - /  firtt  chofen  from  among  whom, 

n-  eh.  u.  30 

4 - /  the  apoflltrs  and  other  patten 

cf  chuvclui  not  excluded,  or*  proper 
occafions.  from  acting  in  that  cBice* 
n-  s  Cor.  8.  4 

Dead/  in  what  view  Cfcrifl  fpenk* 

railing  and  liiiickmng  them* 
n*  John  S'  n* 

w  ■ ,  raifingthem  a  proof  of 

3ns  proper  dv:ty.  n,  a  Ccr.  i-  9- 

—  . ,  *  the  ha*ov.ed  for  them/  va¬ 

rious  fetifei  of  it,  p.  and  n.  1  Cor.i 

19- 

—  *  in  fins/  the  meaning  of  it,  n. 

h’ph.  *,  1. 

,  the  ;d  Strops  heathens  thought 

them  loft  i or  ever,  rfpedalSy  as  to  the 

rcfinreClHJli  of  the  body,  n,  1  Thtf. 
4*  13- 

4 - ,  who  die  in  the  Lord,  refers  to 

vCbOTIl,  IS.  RtV.  14-  TJ- 

*  death/  in  what  Icnfe  not  Jawtal  for 
the  jews  to  iniiitft  U,  John  iS.jk. 

■  and  TefnrreCLion  nr  Chrifl,  typi¬ 
fied  hi  the  law  of  Mofe^j  n*  Av^s  itf- 
%%* 

— ,  l hat  came  upon  the  whole  world 
of  mankind  tar  fin,  wlint  n  Rom.  3. 

ia. 

4  Decently f  andm order/  what  all  things 
bcittg  cone  lb  rel.itesto,  n,  1  Cor.  14. 


f  Deputy/  tvliat  it  fignifies,  and  to 
whom  this  name  belonged,  a*  Ads  13 
7 

4  Defending  of  CUrift’  into  the  lower 
|Mrt  cf  the  e.mh,  what  meant  by  it, 

11.  Kph  4.  9 

1  DvftnicHou  of  him  Tor  whom  dirift 
died/  how  tobctikcE,  n.  Rom.  14. 

*  Difdplcthe  other/  who  with  Peter 
accompanied  Jdh*  to  the  high  priefl'* 
hail,  conjecture  about  bint,  □*  John 
t8,  15 

4  Ditab^ience,  children  of/  a  llchra- 

ifin  (ignifyjng  what,  0.  Kptrs*  % 

4  Difputaots/  again II  Stephen,  who,  n. 
Acts  5.  9 

1  i^ii  Emulation/  Chrift  not- chargea¬ 
ble  with  it,  when  offering  to  leave 
thv  ditaiples  at  Knunaus,  il  Dnkfc  24* 

*9 

*  Divinity/  Chrifl’s,  a  ftrong  attdU- 

tiontoit,  n-  Kom.14-  11 
4  Dolors,  Jcivifli/  tiled  to  read  Hand¬ 
ing,  and  preach  fitting,  n.  Lute  4, 
so 

4  Dirfvior/  CiriJTa,  in  what  fenfe  not 
hiit  own,  n-  John  y.  16 
4  Door/  opened  to  Pauli  on  aHufionto 
what,  n.  t  Cor,  rtf*  9 

*  Dorcas's’  friends  feud  for  Peter,  why, 
iu  AlUp.  S3 

*  DoxoJogy/  an  encouraging  one,  a. 
Xph.  *.  so 

4  - /  toChrift,  n.  1  Tim.  1,  17 

*  Dragon,  red’  and  the  bead,  reprt&nt 
the  lame  pevfouorpovcr,  u»  Rev.  12. 

3 

1  Drefi/  pro  mi  fcti  mis  of  both  fear* 
forbid  in  the  law  of  Mofes,  and  why, 
n*  1  Cor.  it*  m 

1  Drought’  in  Elijah's  days,  difficulty 
about  ;t  reconciled,  n.  Luke  4.  t$ 

*  Drunken nefs/  a  reigning  final  Epho 
fuit,  n.  Kph.  j*  jS 

4  Drtifiila/  her  cua racier,  n.  A£ha  14* 


40- 

1  Decree  at  JenifaJem,  related  not  mere¬ 
ly  to  profctytes  of  the  gale,  it*  Ails 

JJ-  ICu 

- - *  ofCodT  makes  happy  cvei’ts  in- 

fidlibly  ccitain  with  refpe^t  to  tl;c 
heirs  offalvation,  n-  Rom.  8,  30- 
4  Dt ^rcc,  good/  what  pUi'chafiiP^  tills 

mc^us,  11  1  Tim,  3.  ^3, 

4  Dcmas/  who*  am*  ivji'it  he  proba- 
hlv  was*  n<  a  Tim,  4,  10. 

4  Demomi ration  of  the  ip^rit  and  of 
power/  what  included  iu  It,  nr  1 
Cor.  a.  4 


^1* 

4  Didta  and  Lalhrn/  the  poprfh  dif- 
IhiCuon  Ivtwceu  them  confuted,  n. 
Gal.  4.  8 

4  Duties/  relative,  difcourfed  on  in 
tkur  order,  only  beginning 

with  the  inferior  relative  why,n.Epii. 
J*  aa 

E 

4  Kiiting’  the  bread  of  life  what,  no 
rro'4  of  t ran tabdan Nation,  n.  John 
6.  iS 

*  - . t  ^r>d  itriuking  unworthily/  what 

il  relates  lOj  «.  1  Cor*  11.  sy 

Eclipfc, 
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*  Eclipt*  at  Chrift’s  crucifixion*  not  a 
natural  ouc,  n,  Mat-  27, 

*  Kdi/t/  PharaohY  cruel  om%  refaxetl 
or  defeated  by  providence,  n,  Hvb.  ti. 

*  Efforts*  of  the  old  man  fpoken  of  in 
Oppofition  to  the  new  m.in,  n.  Ro;n. 
T  *} 

*  Effiifion*  of  the  Spirit,  Yir  gracious  as 

well  as  miraculous  operations,  11  <  A&s 
2.  41 

1  Elder  and  younger,  what  they  arc  u- 
fed  to  tignify,  tu  1  Pet,  5.  5. 

*  -  ■  — -/  figmfusfo,  bot  h  by  age  And  by 
office,  n.  1  Tim.  5.  1 

4  - ,  frrvrng  the  younger, 9  a  predie* 

tion  bow  fulfilled,  n»  Roni»  T9,  tt 
9  Elders/  or  paftors  and  biihups,  titles 
of  the  fame  import,  n  Ads  20.  17 

4  * - /  none  but  preaching  ones  to  tie 

maintained  at  the  church’s  colt,  n,  £ 
Tim  5, 1 7 

*  - /  difficult  to  fay  why  they  are 

reprcfcntcd  as  twenty  four,  and  who 
figriificd  by  them  ;  but  fimie  conjec¬ 
tures  about  it,  n,  Rev.  4-  4 

*  Election/  ChrifFs  of  the  apoftks, 
more  peculiar  and  beneficial  that)  to 
the  apodkfitipi  n*  John  13*  18 

*  - /  fh  me  times  fpoken  of  as  nation* 

al,  n*  Rom-  it.  18 

*  — /  perfonal,  made  evident  by  our 
’  effectual  calling,  and  no  other  way, 

n.  2  Pet,  u  10 

1  Elements,-  we^k  and  beggarly/  what 
meant  by  turning  ag;tin  to  them,  n, 
Gab  4'  9 

*  K!!ypfrs»  frequent  in  feriptmv,  an  in* 
fiance  of  one,  n.  A^t r-  7*  r6 

4  Emmaus/  why  the  diJcipJeg  went 
thither,  n.  Luke  34,  13 
‘  Enlightened/  &c*  tmpcfEhfe  if  fuch 
Callaway  to  renew  them  to  repentance, 
how  to  be  uwkrftood*  n.  Heb-  6*  4 

*  Enmity,  the/  what  mean t  by  it,  n. 
Epfc.  1.  15 

4  Enou/  exporters  at  a  Inf*  about  it,  n* 
John  3.  13. 

'  Ep.iphroditus/  who,  n  Phil.  2  23 

*  Fpieur:js/  his  do/lrinc,  Acts  17*  18 
4  Epiltk*  to  the  CoriiiiiitiLw,  winvic  from 

Ephcfu?,  and  not,  as  th*:  poftfiTript 
£iys  from  Philippi,  n*  1  Cor,  t 6.  8 
4  Erpoufing/  what  cull  unary  with  the 
Jews  before  nwiriapt1,  it.  Luke  1.17 
■  Eunuch's/  fomc  called  t h^S  v-crc  not 
literally  fo,  and  were  chief  ininSfcera 
in  the  caftem  court-*,  n.  Aels  8,  27 
'  Etiodi.is  azd  Syntychc,  who,  n,  Pir!. 
4<  a  : 


4  Furoclydon/  what  wind  it  was,,  p* 
and  0,  A /Is  27*  14 

*  Exaltation/  thrift's,  called  Iiis  fitting, 
and  once  bis  ftandrng  at  God’s  right 
hand,  and  why*  a,  A*its  7 .51 

*  Exorcifts,  Jewi(h>’  ufed  to  invoke 
fomc  name  for  working  mtracuEoas 
cures,  n.  Ads  4.  7 

'  Expectation,  aferibed  to  the  Gentiles, 
it-  Rom.  8.  19 

» 

F 

*  Faith/  divine,  Chrift  the  objedl  of 
this  equally  with  the  Father,  n- John 
H-i 

4  — ,  docs  notjufUfy  as  a  work,  n, 
Rom.  4.  16 

f  — /  how  it  judifies  n,  Oal*  3.  it 

f - ,  AhrahamV  refpetfed  the  pro- 

mifed  Mefliah,  n.  ibid.  34 

'  - /  of  miracles,  different  from  fa* 

ving  faith,  n.  1  Cor.  13.  z 

4  - ,  ami  hope/  how  they  do  and 

do  not  abide,  n  ibid- 

*  - the  fam  e  Spirit  of,'  refers*to  what, 

n*  *t  Cor.  4.  13 

*  - and  a  good  confcience/  what  put* 

ting  than  away  means,  n*  1  Tim.  f* 

<9  # 

■  —  the  defcriution  of  it,  fame  to  be 
conlidertd  n*  lleb*  if*  > 

*  — *  of  what  fort  Rabat's  was,  n> 
ibid  3  3 

4  Faxthfulnefs1  of  God,  engaged  only  to 
true  believers,  n-  1  Cor-  t*  9 
1  Famine/  not  to  he  confined  to  Judea, 
though  the  dlfcipk*  not  faid  to  fend 
relief  any  where  tlfe,  n-  A/ta  m.  aK 

*  Far  off  and  nigh/  who  meant  by 
both,  rt  Eph  i-  ty 

4  Farthing,  Jewifli/  its  value  not  cer¬ 
tainly  known,  n>  Mat-  io-  29 
4  Father  and  Son/  ^economically  uRd, 
n.  Mark  1 3.  31 

4  1 1  what  the  Jews  undcrftoorl  Chrift 

to  mean  when  he  called  God  his  Fa¬ 
ther,  ft-  John  5>  18 
1  — ■*  how  greater  than  Chrift,  11. 
chap-  14.  3$ 

4 -  Son  and  Spirit,*  diftinguilhccl 

from  each  other  by  perfotial  charac¬ 
ters,  n.  Rom.  8*  1 1 

*  tea  ft s  the  governor  of,  who,  n.  John 
*.  8 

4  — ]aft  day  of/  a  high  day  when 
there  was  the  great  eft  concourfe  of 
people,  n*  chap.  7.  37 

*  - of  Dedication/  a  civil  appoint¬ 

ment,  why  Ohrid  came  to  Jem  la  km, 
then,  q*  chap  10.  22 
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*  Fcaft  keeping  of  it/  refers  to  the  Lord’s 
(upper*  n*  i  Cor.  5-  3 

*  Feet/  we  do  not  find  the  ipo?tles 
walhed  one  another*,  n*  John  13.  i4< 

*  Feli*/  a  wicked*  cruel  and  covetous 
man,  n*  Acts  M  2 

'  Field/  in  whatftrtifc  purchafedby  J11- 
das  with  the  reward  of  iniquity*  p* 
and  n*  Afts  1-  r8 

‘  , - of  blood/  why  ft)  called,  n*  ibid 

*9 

*  Fifty  years  old/  why  the  Jews  men¬ 
tioned  Chrift’s  being  nearly  that*  n. 
John  8- 57 

*  Ft^s,  the  time  of,  not  yet,*  hi  mean* 
ins*  n*  Mark  it.  13 

4  Fig-tree/  barren,  a  conjcAure  con¬ 
cerning  the  three  years  of  God’s  pa¬ 
tience  with  it,  n-  Luke  ij-  9 

*  — — f  Remarks  upon  GhrifiY  feting 
Nathaniel  finder  it,  n-  John  i*  48 

*  Fill  up/  a  beautiful  criticifm  upon  in, 
n.  Cob  i,  34 

*  Filth  and  offscouring/  allude  to  a  cuf- 
tom  among  the  Hear  hens,  n.  1  Cor* 

4  tJ 

*  Finally/  not  always  a  note  of  conclu* 
fioit,  n.  Phil-  1 

*  Finger  of  God/  what  it  alludes  to 
and  fignifies,  n<  Luke  n.  20 

1  FJefli/  the  word  being  made  fc,  the 
me aniug  and  manner  of  it,  11-  John, 

I*  14 

*  — J  may  be  differently  taken,  n* 
Rom.  6*  ip*  and  Fph-  a.  3 

f  - 1  one  particular  fignificition  of 

it,  n.  Rom*  3*  20 

*  - *  all  commonly  it  fed  to  deferibe 

the  human  race  as  frail,  mortal  and 
degenerate  by  the  fall,  n*  John  77.  2 

*  - 1  to  be  taken  in  a  limited  fenfr,  11* 

A  As  2*  17 

4  - — ’the  works  of,  wbat,  n*  Gab  s. 

'  — taken  literally  and  figuratively, 
n*  T  Pet-  4.  r 

4  Fowl/  eaten  by  Chrift  after  his  refur- 
reAion,  too  curious  to  enquire  what 
became  of  it,  n,  Luke  14+  43 

*  Foots/  in  what  feiife  Chrift  called  the 
di  triples  going  to*  Emm  a  us  fo  ;  this 
no  breach  of  his  own  rule,  (Mat*  >. 
ai.)  r>.  Luke  34-  25*  audio  whatienfe 
Paul  ufed  the  fame  term*  n,  1  Cor*  ii* 

36 

4  Fore-knowing,  his  people/  God  s,  the 
meaning  of  it,  n.  Rom  8  29 
Forerunner/  Chrilt  an  uncommon 
one,  n*  Heb«  4-  20 

J  f  orgivenefs  of  li ns/  Cbrift’s  preroga- 
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tive,  ti.  Hit,  9^  3*  and  Luke  5*  23  - 

*  1  ortn  of  God/  oT>f>L>(cd  to  what*  □ 

Fh:K  2,  6 

*  Fornication/  tvha:,  n.  Mat  .5*  33* 

si:d  j  Cor,  5.  1  + 

*  VY-rnii\i£cr,  any/  wliat  fignified  by 
n  nrh  1 2-  6 

4  ForrJccjorfi/  in  what  fen fe  not  to  be 

cor.ip.^nit  d  w'tbt  m  1  Cor  y.  9 

‘  Foundation  of  God  lUndcth  fore/ 
‘  many  inrcrpivtationa  given  hereof,  j> 
3a  t:.  1  l  int*  19 

*  Fox/  Ch riii’s  calling  I  tcrod  fo  vindi¬ 
cated,  11.  Lube  13*  31 

*  Freedom  from  righicntifncfs/  a 
bad  one,  nt  Rom,  6,  20 

*  Freeman/  of  Rome,  how  Paul  came 

to  he  (b,  n.  AAs  is*  28  .  . 

■  “ 

4  Fruits,  fir 5/  what,  n*  RcmF3*  aj 

of  whom  meant,  n.  chap*  ir 


16 


*  M 


f 

* 

f 

i 


4 

1 


F*:!nirfe/  of  jrw$  and  Gentries,  how 
to  he  mukrftood,  v*  Rom-  11  ij 

- all  dwelling  in  Chrtfl/  relates  to 

his  mediatory  tulntfs,  u.  Col.  j,  jp  . 

Gains/  who,  n*  Rom,  f4*  2$ 

Gains/  his  circumftancea  amt  charac¬ 
ter,  p,  and  n.  3  John  ver*  2 
Galileans/  who,  p.  and  u,  Luke  ijt  3 

- ’  w  by  obnoxious,  n,chap.  23,  * 

Gallic,  the  broihsr  of  Seneca,  tte 

great  character  be  gives  him,  but  wa% 
of  Xvu  carekfs  a  di /politico,  r.  Afia 

iSr  *4 

Gamaliel/  who,  p,  and  n*  AAs  5.  34 
Games,  Ifrhmian/  why  lb  calied#  n. 
1  Cur.  9.  24 

*  —  Grecisr/  a  law  to  be  obfmed 
in  ihem.  u.  j  Tim*  4 

(  1  ami  Runvin,  rac^ft  run  in  th^ia 

alluded  to,  n.  Ueb.  12,  \ 

*  Garments ,  1oi?gr  wore  by  caller n  na* 

u-  L«be  i3,  35- 

‘  Gate*  beauriful/  of  [he  temple,  why 
i\i  called,  p,  and  ti.  Ads  ?+  a 

-  Gates  of  hell/  the  ftgnificatUm  there <* 

of,  n  Mat,  * 6,  t3 

*  Genealojiy,  ChrilFs  different  in  Mat¬ 
thew  dud  Lube,  but  accounted  tor, 
Ti-  Mat.  i-  is  2 

4  Ucnealogks,  cudkQ,  wh.it  they  refer 
to,  n*  r  Kl  im,  1 ,  4 

4  Generation/ fid tkleffi,  who  meant  by 
it*  ».  Mirk  9-  19 

*  G  *nti!es/  not  biefftri  and  chofco  <»£ 
G;--d  only,  excluiive  of  Jevilb  ( be¬ 
lievers,  [i-  Eph.  1,  3.  4,  1 1 

t  the! ^  iwirg  tncrcy  ftiewn  them, 

enr^eeJ 
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ennyjed  the  Jews,  p,  ar.d  u.  Luke 

rizitn,  mount,  the  oernfiou  of  a 
^  temple  being  built  upon  il^  n,  Jtfhu 
4.  so 

CJhoft,  Holy,  what  Chri(’i*s  nivin?  com¬ 
mandments  to  the  forties  through 
him,  relates  to,  n,  Aits  r.  2 
,  defeated  on  Chriil,  how,  nt  Mat* 

3>  <3 

,  a  divine  perfon,  and  taken  upon 
bimfcir,  the  Hite  and  work  of  God , 
n»  chap-  to*  10,  and  n-  ij.  2.  and  n, 
Rom-  1  j*  1 3*  * 

— ,  fell  on  Cornelius  nnd  his  company, 
for  what  purpoles*  n,  chap,  10*  *4, 
Gift  of  God,  the  meaning  of  it,  u,  John 
4*  to  ■ 

- ,  of  the  Holy  Ghofl,  how  far  re* 

ceived  by  all  that  believed  and  were 
baptized,  n.  Afls  1*  3S 
Girts  of  the  Holy  Gh oft,  not  ordinarily 
conveyed  by  the  hands  cf  any,  but 
the  apoftles,  n.  chap.  9.  j 7 
— ,  thebeft,  what  coveting  of  them 
means*  n*  1  Cor  1 1- 13 
— ^  what  fort  of,  given  by  Chrirt  at 
his  afeenfion,  n.  EpU,  4,  3 
Giving  thanks,  what  meant  by  ChrilVs 
doing  fo,  n.  Mar  14.  19 
Glafs,  feeing  through  one  darkly,  a 
double allufion,  n,  1  Cor,  13,  12,  and 
n.  2  Cor- 3- 12 

— ,  the  fea  of,  what  meant  by  it,  p* 
amln.  Rev.  ij,  2 

Glory  which  thou  g avert  me  Hinve  givpn 
them,  how  to  be  underftood,  p.  and 
11.  John  17.  ar*  31, 

■  God  of,  who  it  refers  to,  n,  Ads 


7*a 

■ "  ,  higher  degrees  of,  mentioned  as 

a  peculiar  reward,  n,  1  Cor.  %.  14. 
— ,  a  moft  beautiful,  fublimt,  and 
grand  deferiprion  of  it,  n.  3  Cor.  4. 

■■■  ,  the  Father  of,  who,  and  wliy  fo 
called,  Up  Kph*  x.  17 
Glory,  Chrirt received  up  into,  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  it,  n-  1  Tim.  3- 16 
Glorying,  the  only  true  ground  of  it,  n* 
Rom,  j.  » 

God,  the  Jews  juftly  thought  Chrirt 
made  himfeJf  fo,  n*  John  to.  33 
-  ■  ■  »  Ailed  the  only  true,  in  diftintfion 
from  idols,  and  not  to  the  exckifion 
of  Chrift  himiclf,  n,  chap,  17-  % 

— only  wife*  who  meant  by  it,  n, 
Rom,  16*  37 

1  »  is  one,  how  to  be  underrtoodj  p* 

Gal*  3.  20.  mid  n,  F.pb.  4-  6 


CoJ,  why  abfo!ntel>%  and  without  per- 
ibnal  diltlu<ftk>n,  laid  to  be  oil  in  all, 
11*  1  Cor,  ij*  18 

'  »n  what  rtfpe^ts  the  Father  of  our 
J-riu-d  Jr liia  Chrift,  n.  1  Cor  r.  3 

- ,  our  Iviviour,  Chvift  fo  called,  n* 

Tit.  1  r* 


- -forbij,  figmfies  what,  n.Rom-  3.4 

Codhcad*  all  the  fulne's  of  it  dwelling 
in  Chrti),  what  it  inrimaUia,  n.  Cob 


4.  9 

Gud*  Man*  ChrhVs  btirp;  fo,  accounts 

for  the  high  and  low  tilings  fpukenof 
him,  n.  John  1,  14 

Gods,  applied  to  Jewifii  m  a  filtrates  as 
typical  of  Christ,  n.  chap.  to.  33 
Gof**' i»  the  order  hi  whi*‘h#  according 

to  C  brill's  uo:nn^!:  U  the  apcftles 
preached  it,  n.  AiH  1 ,  8 
— gradually  publiihcJ,  firfk  to  the 
Jt*wa,  then  to  the  devout  Gentiles, 
and  afterwards  to  idolat rors Gtorilca, 
u,  chap,  13.  44 

- ,  preached  under  tic  Old  Tefta- 

incut,  lioiv  Far,  n,  F.ph,  3.  5 
- 1  coming  In  power  what,  n„  1  Thcf* 

*-  5 

- ,  Chrift  did  not  per  fondly  preach 

the  whole  of  Ik  it.  llch,  %*  3 
Government*  chib  called  Nuh  the  or¬ 
dinance  of  man  and  of  God,  n  Rum. 

*3-  » 

Govenioi,s>  civil,  not  duly  reverenced 

by  the  Jews,  tmkfc  they  were  of 
thdr  own  nation  and  rdigior^  n,  ib. 
1 

Grace,  its  lignin  cation,  as  applied  to 
t  hrift,  n  Luke  2,  40 

- ,  tor  grace,  meant  tig  of  the  o> 

prtflion,  p,  John  1-  J6 

- ,  its  various  lignibcatinns,  n.  Rom* 

6,  ij 

- ,  the  molt  proper  notion  of  it,  p. 

and  0.  chap,  1 1 .  6 

- *  fomttimes  figaines  the  do&rinc  of 

grace,  n*  Gal,  5.  4 
— ,  three  fen  fee  of  it  in  one  vrrfe,  n, 
r  j  Cor.  *5.  10 

- ,  of  God?  various  fenfes  ‘cJ  it,  n. 

z  Cor,  K ,  1 

- ,  of  the  Father-  the  bleflints  of 

fahation  moft  ufually  aferibed  to,  n. 
Eph.  1.  7 

- 1  of  God*  the  apoftleiliip  meant  by 

it,  n.  chap  3.7’ 

Gradation,  a  beautiful  one  in  PjujF*  re* 
nouncittg  all  truft  in  his  own  righte- 
oufnefs*  i),  Phil.  3.  9 
- 1  as  to  the  various  ways  of  cancel¬ 
ling  a  d^bt3  n*  Co',  j.  [4 

Graver 
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Graves*  feme  whited,  why;  others  o- 

vtrgrown  with  grate*  the  iticunvc* 

nKar>ecof  which,  n.  Lute  n.  44 
Grecian*  and  Greeks*'  wherein  diffe¬ 
rent*  m  John  ii*  40 
Greets/  a  learned  and  polite  people* 
o,  Col  3-  11 

Grieved  me,  but  in  part/  how  to  be 
miderftood,  p.  and  n.  a  Cor-  a.  j- 
Groaning  in  fpirit*  drift's*  oa  occa* 
Hon  of  Laiarus's  death,  accounted 
for,  p  and  n-  John  n*  33 
Guefts/  wel come,  how  received  and 
treated  by  the  Jews,  tk  Luke  j-  44- 
Guile,  caught  you  wilb/  how  to  be 

underftoOtl,  n*  a  Cor-  1*.  16 

It 

Hail/  not  an  adoring  faJutation*  n< 
Loire  t* 

Hair/  men's,  were  exceeding  fhort 
in  the  apoftclic  age,  n.  t  Cor-  11-  5 
■  HaU'elujah/  the  meaning  of  it*  n. 
Rev  1$'  3 

Hand  of  God,'  its  fignifiearion,  n. 
Ads  4-  *3 

Hands/  walhing  of,  why  ufed  by  Pi¬ 
late*  m  Mat*  17  14 

* — *  ftretching  forth  of  Peter’s,  the 
plain  reference  m  that  expreffion,  n- 
John  ir-  t8 

— — ,  God**  ft  retching  his  forth*  an  al- 
lufiou  to  what*  m  Rom.  10-  it 
laying  on  of/  tbe  gifts  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit  formerly  conveyed  thereby,  n. 
I  Tim,  4*  14 

Happincfs,  or  mifery/  future*  imme¬ 
diately  after  death*  n-  Loire  16- 14 
liardening*  God's  whom  he  will/  the 
meaning  of  it,  tk  Rom*  9,  18 
Hating  one  another/  bow  to  be  cn* 
der  flood,  n*  Tit«  33 
Havebs,  fair/  a  port  that*  ft  til  retains 
that  name,  p* ami  n.  Adts  17.  8 
Head,  of  Chrift,  how  God  is  fo,  m 
1  Cof-  11-  3 

Hearing,  put  for  what,  n*  John  v.  30 
Hearts*  thoughts  and  defiles  of  them 

Chrift  knew,  n-  ch.  16*  19 
Heaven  new,  and  earth  new,  what 
meant  by  them,  n*  Rev  %i.  r 
Heavens*  what  fignified  tluereby,  n* 
a  Pet  j*  7 

— ,  drift's  palling  i  at  0  or  thro*  them* 
alludes  to  what,  ru  Heb*  4, 14 
— ,  put  for  the  inhabitants  thereof*  n, 
eh.  7.  *6 

Helps  and  governments,  not  eafy  to  de¬ 
termine  what  is  meant  thereby,  n* 
1  Cor*  ii- 18 


Kt-retie,  an,  who*  n,  Tit.  3*  Tt 
Ikrmius,  tv  he,  n,  Rom*  16*  13 
Ik-rud,  his  cioaihiug,  of  what  fort,  n* 
a  at*  ii.  11 

—  — •  his  oration  to  the  people*  felted 
to  what,  nccniioit*  n-  imd 
Ilrrt>i!tanft,  who,  ti.  Mat.  11-  16 
Hi^h-piseft,  in  what  fenfc  Paul  wilt  not 
that  Ananias  wr&fe,  0.  Acts  13.  s 
Hireling,  who,  it.  Jolmx.  13 
Holy  of  h-  lies,  how  often  the  high- 
priift  entered*  upon  one  day  of  the 
y^af,  theic'mto,  u.  Heb.  9-  7 
Holirft  of  all*  what  meant  thertby,  ti* 
ibid,  3 

Hohnds*  the  neceflity  of  it  in  juftified 
peribnst  n .  Rom*  6*  a 

- ,  the  Spirit  of*  may  be  difcrealif 

cimfidfrcd,  n-  chap,  i  4* 

Hope,  what  Ggr.ification  it  bears*  o* 
r.ph.  I  rS 

- s  put  for  its  nbieft*  tl  Hcb.  6,  i£ 

Hutto,  where,  and  why  fo  called,  n* 

Gal.  a*  ij 

IfoUuna,  its  figiufication,  n.  Mat.  in 
9 

HofeitxRty*  a  lover  of  it,  what  meant 
I  hereby,  n*  x  Thu-  3.1 
Hour,  third,  its  meaning  amongft  the 
Jews,  the  fame  with  the  Cxth  houf 
amongft  the  Komars,  iv  Msrk  15. 15 

Hoidhoki,  its  general  iignification*  n* 

Afts  16.  3  * 

Uuufefl*  Jcwifo*  in  what  form  they  werr 
built,  p*  and  n.  Mat-  14.  17 
— *  at  Jtruffdem,  common  at  the 
paifoecT,  ru  ch»p.  17 

- ,  f^r.ify  families,  n.  r  Cor.  11.  ix 

Humility,  becomes  Chrifliaim  of  U»e 
groitt ft  attainments,  n,  Phil  3 
Hundred  fold*  what  it  fignrftcs,  n.  Mati 

it. 

t* 

Huihand  of  one  wife*  what  it  means*  n* 

l  Tim.  3.  % 

Hymeneus  and  Alexander,  who,  n* 
1  Tim,  1.  20 

Hvmns  and  fpiritual  fonca*  what  meant 
by  them*  n.  Fph.jtip 

h 

Jailor V.  honfe,  in  what  fenfc  fAved 
through  his  faith,  n.  A  el  s  1 6-  31 
lam*  points  out  Chrift's  eternal' ext r* 
tencc  in  Ids  divine  nature*  n*  John 

8  j8 

beheaded  ivith  the  fword*  and 
the  firft  martyr  among  the  a  pottles 
p*  and  r:.  Adis  ( i.  2 
fttttrivs  and' J Ambles,  who,  »•  a  Tim. 
'  3‘tt 
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Jafon,  wh^*  n.  Rum.  r6  n 
idlencfs*  a  de  tellable  vk re,  n*  i  TheIT. 
4*  11 

IdnlaCry*  various,  of  the  heathen  na¬ 
tions*  n.  Ruin*  f*  33 
J^rufetem,  Clmft  wept.  over  it,  why,  q- 
Luke  <9*  41 

■  ■  *  as  teems  to  be  rebuilt,  u,  cb*ai* 

14 

. - ,  a  pottle  John  and  others  farvived 

its  deft  wfl  ion,  n.  ibid.  33 
— ,  the  lirft  time  of  Paul's  going  thi¬ 
ther  after  his  conversion*  m  Gab 

18 

— ,  Paul's  third  journey  thither,  n. 

chap.  i.  1 

■  ,  new,  coming  down  from  GcxI  out 
of  heaven,  how  to  be  underflood,  n* 
Rev-  4t.» 

*-*,  deftrudioa  of  by  Titus,  «♦  Luke 

’9,  44 

— ,  emblematical  of  the  more  terrible 
and  ever laftiug  dcAructlou  at  t  lie  great 
day,  n.  ibid  a  7 

— ,  a  type  of  ChriA’s  coining  to  judge 
the  world,  n*  ibid  33 
Jefus  Chrift*  why  the  Jews  were  bap¬ 
tized  in  his  name,  n*  Acts  38 
Jews  more  wicked  than  the  men  of  So¬ 
dom,  n.  Rom*  *1  1 

Jezebel,  that  woman,  who  meant,  n. 
Rev*  1.  *0 

If,  the  particle,  not  always  ufed  to  fig- 
nify  doubting,  n.  t  Cor.  5,  1 
* — ^frequently  Ggnifieswheu,  n,  1  John 
*.  r 

Ignorance  and  unbelief,  not  mentioned, 
by  Paul  as  deferring  of  mercy*  o. 
1  Tim-  1,13 

Iflyricum,  where,  n>  Rom.  1 5*  *9 
Image  of  the  Father's  perfon,  what 
ChriA’s  being  fb  denotes*  n»  Hcb» 

f*  3 

Imprifbnment  of  Paul,  five  yean  tn  the 
whole;  what  epiftles  wrote  by  him 
during  hts  firft  confinement  at  Rome, 
d.  Aj6U  *8  30 

Imputation  of  righteoufnefs)  the  ground 
of  forgiven uefs,  n-  Rom,  4-  7 

- »  an  iuftance  of  iu  m  Phil  cm*  18 

jtacell,  what,  n*  x  Cor,  5.  x,  % 

Infirm* lice  figaify  fuflerings,  n.  %  Cor. 
I*. -jo 

Infpiration,  in  what  points  neceflTary,  or 
not*  n,  1  Cor.  7-  10 
Isteroeffioa.  the  Spirit’s  making  it,  how 
to  be  underitaml,  n*  Rom.  8.  47 
lntereft,  putting  out  money  to,  not  un¬ 
lawful*  n.  Luke  ip.  13 


J  jlm*  the  Ggalfication  thereof,  □,  Luke 
1.  ij 

- 7  the  only  apod )e  who  furvired  the 

defbucrion  of  jerufalem,  and  died  a 
natural  death,  n.  John  s*.t 3 

- >  the  Uplift,  how  Ions  iinprifoned 

by  Herod,  n.  Mat.  14-  6 
— diiciple&,.  no  need  of  re- baptizing 

them,  n  *  *9<  s 

Journey,  febbdith- day's,  what,  n»  cb» 
r*  i* 

Is,  the  verb,  ukd  for  Ggnifie*  or  repie- 
ferns,  n.  Oak  a*  aj 
lfcariot,  why  J  udas  the  traitor  fo  call¬ 
ed*  n.  Mat.  ro.  4 

Ifhnuel  and  tfaac,  fomething  peculiarly 
figurative  ia  them*  n*  Gal.  4-  « 

- ,  mock’d  Ifaac  for  what,  u.  ibid 

*9 

ifracl,  a  mailer  wy  who  meant  by  it,  n. 
John  3.  10 

- ,  all,  in  what  fenfe  laved,  n.  Rom. 

11*  a  6 

,  the  heads  cf,  various  denomina¬ 
tions  of  them,  n,  £ph,  x>  20 
1  fra  elites  treated  inhumanly  by  the  £- 
gyptians,  n*  A£h  7.  xfl 
Judas,  htoklb,  a  conjecture  about  it* 
n*  Mat.  %6i  49 

— - ,  his  hanging  himfdf,  and  falling 
headlong  and  bu  riling  at  under  in  the 
in  id  accounted  for,  p*  Acts  i,  18, 

and  n»  Mat.  17*  5 

— ,  when  Brit  mitigated  by  Satan  to 
betray  Chrifl,  n,  John  tj.  1 
judges,  three' ben  dies  of,  in  Jcrtifalem, 

.  n.  Ads  y.  %l 

Judgment,  to  what  it  form: rimes  refers* 
n*  GaL  to 

ChriA’s  coming  to,  notexpefted 
.  by  Paul  to  be  in  his  life-time,  n# 
1  Tht  IT.  4  *  ij 

eternal,  why  fo  called,  n*  Heb. 

6.i 

,  feat,  Omit**,  where  it  mil  pro¬ 
bably  be,  n.  1  The  It  4*  17 
Junto*  who,  n  Rom*  x6.  7 
Jufiificalion,  of  mere  grace  in  God, 
and  without  merit  in  us,  n.  Rom.  3. 

*4 

adnal  and  perfooal  from  eternity, 
not  Rffimed  on  better  grounds  than 
adtual  and  pcrfonal  glorification,  u. 
chap.  8.  30 

- ,  no  more  by  the  works  of  the  ir.o- 

rd,  than  of  the  ceremonial  law,  n, 
Gab  v  l6  . 

- ,  taken  by  Paul  and  James  in  diffe¬ 
rent  fenfo*  n*  James  2* 

JuIUlic^tlo^j 
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Jufflificalioo,  and  falvation*  equally  nc- 
ceflary  to  Jew  ud  Gentile*  n»  Eph. 
*3 

K* 

Keturabf  a  difficulty  about  Abraham's 
having  children  by  her,  as  well  u  Sa¬ 
rah,  reconciled,  o,  Heb*u.  11 

Key  of  knowledge,  what  it  alludes  to, 
n+  Luke  rt-  51 

Keys,  delivered  to  anyone,  an  emblem 
of  what,  n.  Mat  1 6>  19 
Kindred,  Joftph's*  how  different  ac¬ 
counts  of  them  to  be  reconciled,  u* 
Afts  17.  14 

Kingdom,  Cb rift’s  delivering  it  up  to 
God,  bow  to  be  taken,  p.  and  n. 

l  x  Cor.  tj.  14 

>  oL  Chrift  and  of  God,  the  fame, 

n*  Eph.  5  ■  5  ' 

eten,  how  reckoned,  n,  Rev.  17, 
**♦  16 

Kings,  tn  prophetic  ftile,  fignify  Rates 

aod  kingdoms,  n,  ibid  10 

Kifs  holy,  and  of  charity*  what*  n, 
Rom.  16,  is 

Knowledge,  pot  for  approbation,  p. 
andn.  Mat,  7, 13 

various  meaning*  of  it  in  Scrip¬ 
ture,  n*  John  10. 14.  and  j  John  3. 

3 

human,  Egyptians,  Iri  great  re¬ 
pute  for  it,  n*  A£ls  7*  t% 

all,  what  h  fignifies,  n*  1  Cor 

*'S 

L* 

Labourers  hired  into  the  vineyard,  who 
meant  thereby*  n*  Mat*  10*  1 
Laodioea,  the  epiftlefrom,  various  con- 
jednres  about  it-  u-  Col-  4*  16 
Lai  of  all,  why  the  a  pottles  Odd  to  be 
thus  fet  forth,  n*  t  Cor-  4-  9 
Law,  ufed  ip  a  Ux  feufe,  o*  John  io- 

— ,  ceremonial,  a  means  of  life  to  If* 
rael,  n<  Ads  7-  38 
,aud  the  prophets,  into  how  many 
fectrons  divided,  n.  ch-  13,  ty 

Mottuc,  how  far  Paul  oppofrd  an 
obferration  of  it,  n*  ch*  11.  *4 
the  dnm  of  it  jollified,  bow  to 
be  taken*  n*  Rom-  ti*  13 

in  what  fenfe  the  term  uftd,  n* 

ch*  3*  19  j 

any  doctrine  of  God  may  be  call¬ 
ed  to,  n*  ibid  47 

j  God’s  defign  in  giving  it,  n«  ch- 
JJ*  to 

Vox-VL  t  Ci 


Law,  'the,  to  be  conftdered  under  the 
notion  of  a  covenant,  n*  cb*  7*  4 
why  the  corrupt  principle  called 
to,  n-  ibid  %  t 

of  the  fpirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Je* 
tos,  different  fenfes  of  it,  n.  ch-  L  % 

— ,  of  righteoufads,  its  fignlflcation, 
n.  chap,  9-31 

,  going  to,  about  matter*  of  con* 
tolerable  importance,  with  a  Chriftian 
temper,  not  absolutely  to  be  con- 
denrned,  n.  1  Cor-  6*  1 

in  what  fenfe  judatxing  Chriftians 
did  not  keep  it,  n-  Gah  6- 13 
,  perfect  of  liberty,  what,  0*  James 
i>*$ 

not  made  for  a  righteous  man,  in 
what  fenfe,  n-  1  Tim*  1*  9 
>  delivered  from  it,  how  to  be  no* 
derftood,  n-  Rom*  7*  6 
Learned  Chrift,  what  meant  by  It,  n, 

Eph*  4* 

Legions,  like  our  regiments,  uncertain 
in  their  number,  n-  Mark  5*  9 
Let,  or  hindered,  how  Paul  was  feveral 
times  to,  n.  Rom.  r* 13 
Letter  and  fpirit,  what  meant  thereby^ 
p*  and  n*  %  Cor.  3-  € 

Levitee,  who,  ti.  Luke  30-  39 
Life,  the  ^Father's  giving  the  Sera  to 
have  it  in  htmfdf,  how  to  be  under* 
Rood,  n.  John  j,  *6 

» he  fhall  give  him,  the  meaning  of 
it,  n,  x  John  j-  16 

tree  of,  alludes  to  what,  d-  Rev, 


> 

% 


Light,  ihining  in  our  hearts,  what  op* 
pofed  to,  n.  3  Cor-  4.  6 
Lifcenefs  of  fmfol  fldh,  how  Cbrift  ap* 
peared  therein,  n„  Rom.  8,  5 

Like-minded,  what  meant  by  it,  n. 
Phil*  3*  % 

Living  by  the  Father*  Chrift7*,  what  it 
relates  to*n,  John  6.  S7 
Locufts,  which  John  the  Baptift  eat  ia 
the  wildemefe,  what,  n*  Mat.  3.  4 
— %  natural,  are  faid  to  live  ooly  five 
fimuner  months,  n*  Rev-  9.  s 
Logos,  what  it  fignifie*,  n.  John  1.  * 
Lord,  the,  when  fetn  by  Pkul  after  bi» 
retorreftion,  a.  Afts  13*  3 

,  of  glory,  why  Cbrift  to  called*  nf 
1  Cor,_a.  8 

and  God,  both  titles  applicable  to 
Chrift,  n>  1  Cor.  8,  6 

that  bought  them,  the  meaning 
of  it,  n.  a  Pet-  a,  1 
,  the  Holy  Spirit  to  oalledj  o*  % 

ThelH  I*  S  * 
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Lord's  day,  ho  tv  falsified  and  bldTcd 
by  Chrift,  n.  John  «o.  36 
— ,  always  obtVrvcd  by  the  aporlks* 

J  though  they  often  went  to  the  fyna* 
gOgues  of  the  Jews  oq  their  tabbath* 
why,  A£t«t  13 .  14 

Loft,  who  thrift  fays  were  not  fo,  n, 
Julm  17*  ti 

Lot,  which  determined  Matthias  to  the 
xpoftldbJp,  a  probable  account  of  it* 
n*  Afta  1*  ^6 

Love*  Peter’s  to  thrift,  more  than 
what,  n,  John  11.  ij 

- ,  of  G<xl  to  Jacob,  and  hatred  to 

EfaUj,  how  to  bt  unclerftood,  n*  Rom. 

9*  u*t% 

-*—f  of  the  Spirit,  various  fignifica? 

iton3  of  it,-  n.  chap.  1 5  10 

- 1  Gcd*s>  how  perfected  in  us,  n.  1 

John  4'  ij 

- ,  God  is,  a  remarkably  peculiar  and 

emphatical  rcpreflioti,  n-  ibid  it 
Loving?  much,  not  the  reaftm  of -the 
woman's  being  forgiven,  n*  Luke  7, 
47- 

Lucius*  who*  m  AAs  13.  1+  and  n. 
Rom.  16*  at 

Lie,  fevcraJ  heathens  thought  it  lawful 
to  te!l  one  that  might  be  profitable  to 
them,  n.  Kph  4.  ij 
— ♦  Uahab^  officious  ore,  by  no  means 
justifiable,  n.  Hcb.  11-  31 

M 

Maintenance*  ftgni fied  by  honour,  0*  1 

'Tiro*  5  ^ 

Mammon,  its  figuiftcatinn*  p.  and  n. 

Mat,  6-  14,  and  n*  Luke  j£,  9 
Min,  the  Son  of,  why  thrift  called  Mm- 
ftlf  fo,  d*  John  1.  ;r 
—pinner#  the  meaning  of  it,  n, 
Rom*  7.  %% 

■  - ,  natural,  who#  n*  iCor.  a*  14 

- ,  every,;  what  it  often  fignifici,  n, 

■  Got  it  48 

conftftsof  fpirk,  foul?  and  body, 

.  according  to  thedoArine  of  the  Py¬ 
thagoreans,  &c.  n*  1  ThcfT*  5.  23 

- ,  Chrift,  being  Ailed  fo  as  Mediator, 

-  no  argument  again  ft  his  being  alfo 
Gcd?  n.  1  Tiffb^i  j 

every,  not  meant  of  all  mankind* 
n.  Heb*  a.  9 

— ,  and  the  Sou  of  man*  what,  and 
who  meant  bp  it,  n*  chap*  ia.  4 
Mancbild,  brought  forth,  >hat  meant 
by  it,  p.  and  n.  Rev,  js,  4,  5  , 
Mark,  in  the  right  hand,  ar  in  the  fore¬ 
head,  the  dcftgn  of  it,  p-  and  u»  ctw 
I>  iG 


Marriage  of  Chriftians  with  unbelievers 
not  null  and  void,  n,  1  Cor.  7*  11 
Mnttha  and  Mary,  perfons  above  the 
common  rank,  n,  John  11, 1 

Martyrs,  their  dead  bodies  not  to  be 
'  railed  to  life*  in  order ‘to  reigning 
withChrift  perfonally  on  earth  i  thiu* 
find  years,  m  Rev,  10  4 
Mary,  the  mother  of  Chrift,  John** 
care  of  her,  n,  John  19*  17 

Magdalen's  not  knowing  Jefus  ac¬ 
counted  for,  and  natural  for  her  to 
think  him  the  gardiucr,  n,  chag.  10* 
U,  tj 

Matter,  *  high  title  coveted  by  the  rab- 
biea,  u.  Luke  18.  18 
Matthias,'  who*  n.  Acts  1*  13 
Mcafurc  of  the  rule,  what  It  alludes  to, 
n,  s  Con  10.  13  ■ 

Meat,  put  for  all  neccJTariet  of  life,  n. 
Mat,  10.  10 

Mekrhifedec,  very  uncertain  who  be 
was,  n,  Hcb.\j.  10 

Mel  it  a-  where,  and  what  now  called, 
n-  Ads  ag»  1 

Men,  all,  an  expreffion  far  from  always 
Ggnifymg  every  individual  of  man* 
kind.  n.  John  i*  7*  and  11.  31.  and 
r.  Rom,  j.  rj,  and  1  Tim*  a*  4 
Meramorphofcd*  Chrift’a  being  fo,  what 
intimated  by  it.  o*  Mat.  17** 
Michael*  who,  n*  Jode  9 
M fritter  of  circumcifion,  Chrift’s  brirg 
called  fo*  what  it  fuggefo,  n-  Rom. 

jj.  9 

- ,  of  fin,  as  referring  to  Chrift,  dif¬ 
ficult  to  fix  the  fenfe  of  it,  0*  Gal*  s* 

17 

Mmifters,  the  word  fo  rendered  what  it 
figmfies,  n«i  Cor.  4*  I 
Mini  ft  ere,  reprefented  under  different 
characters,  on  different  occafioos,  n. 
a  Cor.  j.  ao 

Miniftry,  gofpel,  appointed  and  honour* 
cd  of  God,  n*  Afts  to.  6 
Miracles  of  Cbrift,  why  fometimes  faid 
to  be  wrought  by  the  Spirit  of  God> 
n.  Mat.  n.  *£ 

— -jChrift’s  glory  manirefted  thereby, 
n-  John  2.  it,  and  n*  it.  4i<  surd  n, 
9  40 

— ,  wonders  and  (igns,  terms  of  like 
Import ;  why  thus  heaped  together,  n* 
AAs  a*  ai 

wrought  in  a  different  manner  hy 
Chrift  and  by  his  apoftles,  n.  chap* 

3-  ^ 

— ^  Paul  could  not,  like  Ms  Lord, 
perform  them  at  all  times,  n.  PhiL 
a,*  7 

Modefty* 
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Motiefty*  John1*,  in  not  mentioning 
himfetf*  as  the  difciple  that  lea  bed  on 
JtdWebofom,  and  as  ft  a  ndi tig  with 
the  worn  an  near  the  cruk,  iu  John 

13, 23.  and  19*  %s 

- r,  Peter's,  when  Cornelius  fell  down 

at  his  feet,  .n-  Aft*  >0.' 

Moloch  and  Rcmphrm,  what  they  fignl- 
fit  d,  n,  ch*  7. 43 

Moriah,  mount,  tbe  temple  Hood  upon 
it,  n,  Luke  i3-.  10 

Mofcs'  highly  advanced  in  Pharaoh’s 
court,  p.  and  d*  Afts  7. 13 
Mother,  00  r  Lord’s,  the  lad  time  Ib'e 
is  mentioned  in  Scripture,  n,  Afts  1 , 

M 

Mountains,  arc  emblems*  of  cities,  n- 
Rev.  8*  9 

Myftery,:  a,  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles 
in  fevcral  pliccs  At)d  To,  n,  Col,  t, 

1 6 

— f  the  word  formerly  wrote  on  the 
Pope's  mitre,  n.  Rev*_i  7.3 
Myfteries  of  God,  what  meant  by  them* 
n,  1  Cor,  4.1 


bation  of  Abel’s,  n.  chap-  1,  4 
Obfcurity*  of  fome  paflages  in  epilta- 
lary  writings,  the  reaJTon  of  It,  n* 
Cal-  4 » 13 

Obfervanccs,  legal,  tbe  Galatians  luul 
z  ft  refs  upon  them*  as  ocCcffary  to 
fo ft ifi cation,  13,  ibidir  „ 

Office,  pricfl.lv,  Chrift  tlid  not  die  out 
of  it,  n*  Heb.  7*  16 
Oil,  anointing  with,  not  a  means  of 

healing,  n.  Mark  6,  15 
,  auun  finance  formerly  for  tbe  mi¬ 
raculous  cure  of  the  lick,  hut  t;i>l  to 
be  ufcd  now  for  that  purport:,  or  fey+ 
way  of  extreme  untfioiij  n.  Limes 
5-  i4 

Onefomra*  who,  n.  Col*  4.9 
Operation,  Chrift  one  with  bis  Father 
therein,  n.  John  j*  17 

and  Chrifl’s  doing  nothing  of 
bimfclf,  how  to  be  uiulerftood,  ibid 
so 

Oratories,  enftomary  for  the  Jews  to 
have  them  in  fields  and  mountains  for 
the  convenience  of  travellers,  p*  Luke 
6.  tt  '  -  ' 


N 

NarcHftis,  who,  n;  Rom-  16,  it  ^ 
Nature,  divine,  in  what  fenfe  believers 
made  partakers  thereof,  n,  1  Pet*  i* 


-*™,  by,  the  Scripture,  life  of  the  term 
a.  Rph*  i*  3 

■Nazareth,  Jctiis  of,  why  Ch rift  fo  call¬ 
ed,  n.  John  t,  4% 

>— ,  of  Galilee,  vulgar  error  about 
Chrtft's  being  boru  there,  n*  chap-y* * 


,  and  fy  brogues*  the  differ ence  be¬ 
tween  them,  0*  Afts  1 6,  13 
Ordained  to  eternal  life,  the  meaning  of 
it,  n.  ch.  13*  48 

Order*  Chrifl’s,  to  the  Jipoftta  to 
preach  the  gofpel,  when  given,  "n. 

Ch-  IO-  44 

Ox,  muzzling  him  prohibited  with 
funhtr  view  than  merely  to  that  ma¬ 
ture,  n*  1  Cor,  j*  10 


js  '  '  P 

NazarUe-vow,  what  it  included,  n*  A£ta  *  Parable,  what,  n*  Mat*  13  3 

i$«  1 3  PaiabLs,  why  Chrift  often  fpake  by 

NepU  of  their  enemies*  conquerors  ufed  them,  p.  and  n ,  Lute  5  39 
to  tread  on,  o.  A£b  1*  3J  ParaUife,  and  the  third  heaven,  mean 

Net,  of  the  difciple??  not  broken  with  one  and  the  fame  blefleil  and  glorious 

the  great  quantity  of  iiflb  3ud  why,  world,  n*  z  Cur*  13.  .4 

n.  John  21-  11  '  Parents,  earthly,  sen  era te  only  the  bo- 

NTColaitanest  uncertain  from  whom  they  dy>  ru  Heb.  12*9 

fprang,  their  doitriina  of  w bat  kind,  Parlj  to  have  none  with  another,  the 
it*  Rev,  %*  &  ' '  ■  ■  ‘  meaning  of  it*  n.  John  <13-  8 

Vcoptnia*  where,  u-  TiLj.  11  - in,  the  fignfftcation  of  it  in  Paul’s 

Noah,  a  preacher  of  the  rightconfncfs  epiflits,  n*  Rom-  ruif 
of.foit'h  in  the  McfSah  for  julliEca-  F«JTover,  at  wliat  time  it  was  eaten,  ti* 

lion,  n*  1  Pet.  ^  19  v  Mat-  a6-  ao 

r  — ,  Chrifl’s  fufilring  at  it  obfenratlg. 


O 

Oaths*  have  a  reference  to  G-od,  and 
are  binding*  n.  Mat*  sj.  so 

- - ,  folemrt  and  religious  lawful,  a- 

Heb*  6*  t6 

Oblation,. how  God  tcBified  his  appro 

C 


ti,  Luke  ii.  8 

Paftora  and  Teachers*  dificrc&t,  p*  and 
n*  Fph.  4*  n 

evangelical*  wherein  their  rule 

lies,  ri*  ricb.  ) ;  *  7 

Pa!viar.:!ij,  1  i*c,  u.-k!  1  revelation  and 
c  %  prumifo 
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fcromife  of  a  future  ft  ate  of  glory  io 
oearen,  ru  ch»  ir*  16 

r  u 

Paul*  former];  called  Saul,  the  fignifi- 
cation  of  both  his  names,  and  ionic 
account  of  him,  n.  A£ls  7-  j8 

rcprefented  by  Tome  a*  an  unftablc 
man,  why,  n,  Gal.  n 
P*»r&  lowopipion  of  blmfdf,  n.  Eph. 
3-8 

Tciice  be  with  you,  a  common  falutation 
under  the  old  and  new  difpenfation, 
n.  Rom*  1.  j 

Peace,  the  of  God,  how  to  be  under- 
ftood>  n.  Col*  3,  15 
Penny  Roman,  its  value,  ft.  Hat*  18. 
and  Rev.  6.  6 

Pentecoft,  whereto  fee  an  account  of 
this  feaft,  1.  1 

People,  barbarous  the  meaning  of  the 
rapreffioi),  n.  chap*  a8. 1 
Perfect,  them  that  are,  what  is  meant 
thereby,  n.  j  Cor.  1,  6.  and  lieb* 
13*  ai. 

- - ,  not  meant  id  the  ftrifteft 

fade*  n*  Phil.  3,  is 
— — ,  theCaptain  of  frlvatioB  being  made 
fbt  what  it  fignifies,  d*  Htrb,  4.  jo, 
Perfons,  the  Father  and  Chriftdiltind, 
n.  JohnX  19, 

Peter,  miflaken  about  the  place  where 
thrift  was  going,  n,  John  13*  26  . 

>,  crucified  at  Rome,  n.  ebap,  41. 19* 
~tt  primacy,  the  church  at  Jerufalctn 
had  no  notion  of  it*  n.  Ada  15*  23 
— *’s  name  being  generally  mention¬ 
ed  before  the  other  apoftles,  no  ar¬ 
gument  of  his  fupremacy,  ru  chap. 
18*  j8  ■ 

Pharaoh,  how  God’s  raffing  him  op, 
&c.  is  to  be  taken,  n.  Rom*  9.  iy* 
Fharifees,  who,  n.  Mat,  3.  7 
Fhcbe,  a  woman  of  confidexable  rank, 
though  a  {errant  of  the  church,  n. 
Rom.  16. 1 

Philippi*  not  the  chief  city  of  Mace* 
doma,  n.  Ads  16.  la 
Places,  heavenly,  how  other  wife  to  be 
rendered,  n,  Eph<  £.3 
Fool  of  Bctheiila,  the  virtue  of  its 
water,  whence  derived,  n.  John  5-4. 
Popedom,  various  competitors  for  it 
who  excommunicated  one  another, 
n*  Rrv,  36*  9* 

Pcfleflcd,  by  devils,  what  meant  by  it* 
n.  Mat*  4*  24+  and  n,  Luke  8*  29. 
Pofleffion,  purchafed,  what  it  may  re¬ 
late  to,  n.  Eph,  1,  u 
Pound,  tlie  value  of  it  Uncertain,  n* 
Luke  19,  13 


>wer,  the  woman’s  haring  it  onhef 
head,  becauJe  of  the  angels,  very 
difficult  to  understand,  n.  «.  Cor* 
ir.  to 

> wer  of  God  toward  them  that  betieve* 
how  to  be  taken  T  p»  and  a.  Eph*  j*  jy 
rayer,  the  Lord  V,  foiled  to  the  then 
prefent  difpenfation,  more  than  to 
after  gofpel-days,  n*Mat.6. 

— ,  Gbnft’s,  not  retrained  to  the 
apoftles  only,  o,  John  17*  6 
— , when  moft  immediately  for  them, 
n*  ibid*  ii 

,  when  it  extends  to  othm  betides 
them,  ib  ibid*  10 

when  he  therein  returns  to  ipeafc 
particularly  of  them,  ibid*  aj* 

— ,  of  the  difctples,  to  whom  ad* 
drefied,  n,  Ads  1.  £4 
,  three  ftated  hours  of,  amongft 
the  Jews,  d.  chap.  3.  1 
,  private,  unfeafonabte*  in  time  of 
public  worship,  n*  r  Cor*  14*  *8. 

»  night  and  day,  refers  to  what, 

+  •  n,  *  Tim  1*3 

Preadier,  among  the  Jews,  cuftomary 
to  aflt  him  queiUons  relating  to  what 
he  bad  delivered,  n*  z  Cor.  14*  37* 
Preachers,  of  Cbrift  through  envy  and 
ftrife,  who  they  were,  u*  Phil-  j*  i-y 
Preaching,  or  prophefying,  a  meant  of 
God’s  appointing  .and  owning  for  the 
converfionof  tinners,  1.  t  Cor.  14*  as 
Precepts,  Noah’s,  what  they  were,  n. 
Acts  8*  17 

Pre*exiftence  of  fouls,  a  ftrong  inti¬ 
mation  againft  it,  n.  Rom.  9*  11 
Prepofitions,  nr,  and  **  differently  ren¬ 
dered,  a.  Ato  8*  38 
Prefent  In  fpirit,  how  Paul  was  fo  with 
the  Corinthians,  n- 1  Cor.  j.  3 
Pretormm,  what  and  why  fo  called,  n* 
Mark  ij.  16 

Prieft*,  chief,  who,  n-  Mat.  a*  4. 
and  n.  Affa  9,  14 

- ,  and  Ltiritcs,  a  great  number  at 

Jericho,  ct.  Luke  is.  jo 
Pneft-hood,  Chrift’a,  commenced  upon 
earth,  n*  Hch.  5*  5-  andn.  8*3 
Princes  of  this  world,  who,  1  Cor.  s. 
8- 

Principalities  and  powers,  who  intqsd* 
ed  by  them,  n*  Rom*  8.  38,  aud  n- 
Eph.  i*  at 

— fpoiled*  refen  to  evil  and  not 
good  angels,  n-  Cob  4*  ij* 
Principles  of  the  doArine  of  thrift. 

how  many  and  what,  u*  Heb.  d.  1 
Privilege,  Roman,  why  the  4poltIc  Paul 

did 
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did  not  plead  It  ^when  feourged  by 

the  Jews,  it*  a.  Cot,  <i,  24. 

Proceeding  from  God,  Chrift’s,  inti¬ 
mates  bis  divine  original  as  well  as 
miffion,  it.  John  8.  4  s* 

Procedure,  God’s  in  judgment,  the 
nrir  of  it.  n*  Rom+  a,  6 
Prodigies  in  the  air  and  on  earth  be- 
fore  the  deftru&Rrn  of  JcmJaletiL  n* 
A&&  2.  *0 

Promife  for  their  children,  {^ntlt-be- 
lteyers  have  a  right  thereto  as  will  as 

Jews,  p,  and  n.  ibid,  39 
frauiifts,  inherit  tfte,  what  sod  of 
whom  meant,  n*  Heb.  6*  .ia 
Property,  common,  tb^t  fc  between 
the  Father  an  Son,  n.  Jpha  17*  10. 
Properties,  attributed  to  00c  nature 
or  Chrift,  while  be  is  fpoten  of  under 
a  title  Which  relates  to  his  other  na¬ 
ture,  n.  chap*  3*  13 

Prophecy,  fpint  of*  when  it  departed 
bom  Ifraeb  n*  Luke  x.  76 
-  — »  its  various  meanings,  n.  1  Cor. 

14-I 

— -rf  mow  f lire  word  of*  what  intend¬ 
ed  thereby,  p>  and  n.  i  Pet.  r*  19 
Prophecies,  Old  Teftament,  why  fo 
frrpuently  alkdgcd  by  Matthew, 
Mat.  i.  21 

Profclytcs,  Jcwifli*  notorianRy  full  of 
rancour  again  ft  Chrift,  n.  chap  13*  ly 
— - 1  of  rightcoufiidsand  of  the  gate, 
who,  n.  Afts  8.  17 

Protcrtants,  the  occafioned  of  the  re¬ 
formed  Icing  called  fo,  n.  Rev*  la,  13 
Prove  your  own  (elves,  a  metaphor 
taken  from  what,  n*  %  Cor.  15.  5 
Prudence.  Paul's,  in  not  teeming  to 
charge  tbc  Jews  too  feverely  with 
regard  to  their  conduct  toward  him, 
n*  Ads  iS»  17 

Ffalm,  69th,  prophetic  of  tbcMcfliab, 
n*  Rom.  it*  £ 

Pfahns*  m  tbe  titlcof  which  there  is  no 
Henman  named*  to  be  reckoned  to 
David,  n*  Afts  4,  1  j. 

Purged  by  the  law,  what  things  by 
lire  and  water,  and  what  by  blood, 
p.  and  n»  Heh.  9*  %% 

Purification,  why  (thrift  Admitted  to 
it,  tu  Luke  %  51 

Purpofc  of  God,  relates  to  faring  and 
eternal  benefits,  11*  Rom.  9-  11 
Put  alt  things  under  him,  of  whom  to 
be  underftood,  n.  Heb.  1*  3* 

R 

Rabbi,  why  Chrift  called  fo  by  John's 
difciples,  n  John  x.  38 


Rabbies,  who,  n.  Mat*  33,  7 
Rabboni,  the  meaning  of  it,  n.  John 
ao,  id 

Ranks  by  hundreds  aud  fifties,  how 
difpofcd*  n*  Mark  d,  40 
Rebecca,  her  management  unjuftifiable, 
though  wifely  overruled  by  God*  0. 
Heb.  ii,  10 

Rccampenfe  of  reward,  what  meant 
by  it*  and  whyfocalled*  n.  ibid*i4S. 
Reconciled  to  God  be  ye,  to  whom  this 
addreflid,  h.  i  Cor.  j*  20 

Reconciliation  to  God,  to  be  different¬ 
ly  taken,  n.  Rom^  5.  10 
Reconciling  alt  things  to  trim&lf,  the 
meaning  of  it,  n,  Cd.  1*  aq 

Record,  three  that  bear  it. in  heaven, 
rcafonable  evidence  to  fupport  the 
authentickncfs  of  tliat  text,  n.  x 
John  s:  1 

Redemption,  both  by  price  and  by 
power,  n.  1  Cor.  1.  30. 

-^7-,  Chrift  V  did  not  extend  to  every 
individual  of  mankind*  □,  Rev*  jt  % * 
Kefre/hing,  the  time*  of*  what  therein 
referred  to,  n*  A<5ts  3*  19 

Regeneration,  the,  what  it  relates  to,  n* 
Mat*  19.  28 

— ,  more  intended  by  it  than  being 
baptized  with  water,  u*  John  3. 10 
Reign*  Chrift**  upon  earth}  not  a  per* 
forut  one*  n.  Rev*  20*  4 

— *  what  Paul’s  wtfhitig  the  Corin¬ 
thians  might, iadudedtD.  iCor.  4*  $+ 
Repent,  Paul  did  not  of  what  he  wrote 
under  divine  in  foliation,  n.  2  Cor, 
7*8 

Repentance,  a  natural  duty*  but  en¬ 
couraged  by  gofpd- grace,  o,  Mat. 

3*  * 

— ,  bow  Cod  wills  that  all  fhould 
come  to  it,  a.  1  Pet*  3.  9* 

Reprobate,  a  word  of  vari¬ 

ous  acceptations,  u*  Rom.  1* 

Refpcd  of  perfons,  in  what  frnfe 
Cbriftiansare  not  to  have  it,  n*  James 

2,  t 

Reft,  God's,  three  forts  of  it,  Heb.  4,  3. 
'PcAitution*  taws  about;  no  true  re* 
pentancc  without  it,  n*  Luke  19.  8 
Rcfurredion*  Chrift’s  on  the  third  day* 
and  why*  11,  Mat.  %B,  * 

- — ,  unqueftioiubk  evidence  of  it,  tt. 
John  io*  9 

“i  none  of  the  difciples  eye-wttneffes 
of  it,  and  wo  occafion  that  they 
Jhoutd*  n*  A  Cls  1.  10 

— — reftrained  by  the  Pharifccs  only 
the  juft,  n.  chap.  14-  >3 


Refiirrcc- 
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Refurre£tion  of  Chrift  and  of  bflkrerp, 
a  matter  of  promife*  m  chap.  z6*  u, 
■  ,  the  firft*  hour  to  be  underftood, 
p-  and  n.  Rev,  to*  y 
Revelation  ,  how  Paul  went  by  it  to  Jc- 
rufalem,  n.  GaJ-a.  t 

the  fpirit  of,  what  jneant  thereby, 
n-  Eph  t,  (7 

■j  which  God  gave  to  CEmft,  how 
to  btr  liqderfiqod,  n,  Rev*  i*  r 
Rheglum,  ita  fignification,  iu  Afls  2ft* 
.13 

Right eoufnefs  of  God,  fometimes  iig ni¬ 
nes  the  juft  ice  of  God,  n.  Rom.  t, 
6+atpthcrs  a  jollifying  right eoufnefi* 
and  is  called  the  righteoufneft  of 
faith  ;  how  thU  is  revealed  from  fpitb 
to  faith,  i>.  chap*  r*  17. 

of  the  law,  what,  n-  chap*  8-  4 

and  find  1  ft  cation,  evidently  dif* 

tjnguifhcd  from  each  other,  d*  i  Cor* 
it  30 

Right  hand,  ah  honourable  fituation  for 
perfonsto  be  placed  in,  n,  A£la  s.35- 
Rob,  fome  churches,  in  what  fcnfe 
Paul  laid  to  do  fo,  n,  z  Cor.  1 1*  8. 
Rock,  on  which  the  church  is  built, 
what  is  it?  n.  Mat.  1 6*  iS 
,  at  Horcbi  a  conjecture  about  it, 
n .  t  Cor.  10*  4 

Rod,  what  Paul's  ^omiog  with  it  to  the 
Corinthians  figntfics,  n*  chap* 4*  ai. 
and  a  Cor.  9,  6 

Rods,  beating  with,  Tome  account  of 

it,  d*  chap.  it,  *j 

Rome,  kings  of  Judea,  went  to  be  in¬ 
vented  there,  n.  Luke  ij,  13 
— ,  the  antichriftian  church  of,  exact¬ 
ly  deferibed,  n.  1  Tim.  4*  t 

how  it  will  be  probably  at  laft  de- 
flroycd,  d.  Rev.  18*  9 
Roof,  of  the  boufe  where  Chrift  was, 
uncovered  how,  n»  Mark  t.  4 
Room,  upper,  in  which  the  difriples 
met,  where  it  was,  n.  Adis  1. 13 
-  1  of  the  unlearned,  what,  n, 
1  Cor.  14- 

Root,  the,  Abraham  fo  called,  n»  Rom* 
ir  17 

Rudders,  (hips  had  formerly,  often  two, 
u.  Ads  37.  40  . 

Rude  in  fpeech,  what  meant  byPauPe 
being  lb,  n*  2  Cor.  1  r,  6 
Rufus,  who,  n,  Rom- 16*  13 
Ruler  of  the  fynagogue*  but  one  by 
way  of  eminence*  though  fom crimes 
Rveral  rulers  of  one  fyuagogue,  n* 
Sjh t.  9*  18*  and  n*p.  Luke  13, 14. 


S. 


Sabbath,  Chrift  Lord  of  it,  frh  change 

of  the  day,  and  our  obligation  to 
keep  it,  n.  Mat.  ra,8 
Sabbath,  next,  what  meant  by  it,  u. 
Afls  13*  41. 

—  weekly,  obfening  it  of moral 
obligation,  n.  Rom.  u,  5 
— i - ,  the  feventh  day  Sabbath  intend¬ 

ed  ;  a  judicious  note  of  Mr  Kenni- 
cott*  about  it,  mCol.  a.  1 6 
—day.  when  begun  and  ended  with 
the  Jpwrf,  n,  Mat,  8.  id-  _u 
Sacrifice  living,  an  afEufion  to  what,  n. 
Rom.  12*  > 

,  Abel  offered  his  with  feith  in  the 
great  jacrifice  of  atonement*  0*  Heb. 

I  ^  ^ 

orifices,  lilted  with  fift,  for  fwfcat 
end,  n.  Mark  9*  49 
-legal,  a  proper  atonement  for  poli¬ 
tical  guilt,  n.  Hcfr*  q*  9 

— — ,  of  Pagan  idol  atm,  of  what 
forts,  and  how  dtfpofcd  of,  a.  1  Cor, 
.8-  > 

Sacrilege,  the  meaning  of  ft,  p,andn. 

.  Rom*  a.  34 

Saducce6,who,an A  what  thriropinfons, 
n.  Mat,  j,  7,  and  n.  ta.  31 

the  great  eft  enemies  to  the 
apofihs;  thercafcmof  it,  u*  Adtsv. 

17  . 

Saints  that  arofe  after  Chrifl’t  refur- 

re  ft  ion,  who  they  were,  u.  Mat.  ay 
J3 

■  ■*  departed, no  proof  of  prayers 
to  be  offered  for  them,  n.  2  Tim.  t. 
16 

Salt,  what  meant  by  it,  and  howUfte- 
left*  n.  Luke  14*  34,  jy 
Salvation,  different  iitnfea  of  the  word* 
n.  chap  19*  9 

a  Spiritual  benefit  focal  led  about 
forty  times  in  the  New  Tefl  ament,  n 
Afta  4- 1% 

>  fometimes  ufed  for  temporal  deli¬ 
verance,  n- 1  Pet,  4*  18 
3&maritin$,  who,  a*  John  4.4.  the  rea- 
fon  of  their  not  receiving  Chrift,  n. 

Luke  9. 

- - 1  and  Jews,  great  enmity  between 

them,  p,  and  n.  John  4.  9  . 

San&tfy,  to,  what  it  often  fignifies,  d, 
John  17,  17*  and  1  Cor.  I*  4 
Sanctified,  who  they  are  that  are  often 
find  to  be  fo,  n*  Jude  ver.  1 

1 — j  with  the  hlood  of  the  cove¬ 
nant,  who,  n,  iltb.  10,  so 

fanftifictb 
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SnAifietli  and  fin&ified,  the  words 
Died  in  a  fccrificial  fcnfc,  n,  chap* 
*.  rt 

fluidifying  Chrift,  God's  doing  this, 

how  to  be  untlerftood>  □.  John  10.  3* 

* »  ■,  aad  cltanfmg,  what  they  allude 

ta,n-j.a6 

Sanhedrim,  Jewilh,  what,  n.  Mat. 

a6*  3 

Sarah  and  Hagar,  prefigured  the  fpiri- 
tool  And  carnal  feed  of  Abraham,  n. 

<SaL:  a-  U 

Satan,  Chrift’s  meaning  when  calling 

Peter  fo»  u.  Mat.r  r6*  13 

delivering  to  him  in  eiconimunt* 
catkin;  what  it  means,  u*  1  Cor. 

S'  S 

Saved  (he  fhall  be,  not  to  -be  referred  to 
Efc  perfbnally,  tu  i  Tim  i,  <5 
Save  to  the  uttermofti  Chrift  able  to, 
bow  to  be  understood ,  n.  Hcb-  7.  26 
Saul,  bis  bdng  bora  apd  converted  on 
Gentile  ground  remarkable,  n.  Acta 
10-11 

Ganfi  Chrift*s  appearing  to’ him/  how  to 
be  underftood,  n*  ibid.  17 
'Sawd  afunder,  the  prophet  lfaiah  fald 

to  have  been fo,  n*  Hcb,  xr.  37 

Sceptre,  when1  departed  -  from  Judah, 
n*  Luke  3.  1.  and  n.  A£fo£.  tj 
Schifna*  the  true  notion  of  it,  n.  iCurr 
it.  18 

School-of  Tynnnna,  what,  n:  Aik  19.9 

Schools  of  the  prophets,  where  An  ac- 
count  of  them  to  be -Sen,  n.  chap. 

3* 

—  Jewifh  learners  in  them  ufed 
to  fit  at  their  mailer's  feet,  n.  chap. 
33.  3 

-Scorpion,  what,  n.  Luke  tx,  <x 
Scourging,  the  manner  of  it ;  and  why 
Pilate- ordered  Ohrid:  to  be  feourged, 
«,  Mat*  %u  a&-  and  n.  Luke  *3, 
Scribes,  who  ;  lawyers  and  they  the 
fame*  0*  Mat.  5. 10 

Scriptures*  Pa  pi  ft  s  forbidding  the  com¬ 
mon  people  to  read  them*  condemn¬ 
ed,  H- 1  TbelT.  S'  47 
— ^-r,  Old  Te  ft  a  meat,  abktomake 
wife  to  ft  Ira  turn,  *  Tim.  3. 1$ 
Scythians,  a  ftvage  people*  11- Col.  3. 
*z 

Sea,  emblematical  of  large  coHcflions 
of  people,  n.  Rev  8 , 9 
Sealing  of  the  Spirit,  what,  p.  and  n. 
JEph>  1. 13 

Seed,  thy,  how  applicable  to  Chrift,  n. 
QaL  3. 16 


Sepulchre,  the  (ton  e  of  it  bow  fealed^  o*. 
Mat.  17.  66 

Servants,,,  who  their  to  aft  era  property 

to  difpofe  of  as  they  pleded,  0.  Rom- 
fi.  x6 

Shape*  or  appearance,  of  God,  to  whom 
invifible,  n.  John  ,5*  37 
Sheep,  Chrift's,  who,  n,  chap,  to  rf 
Shekel,  how  much  in  value,  n.  Mat. 

ifi.  U 

Shepherd,  good,  a  high  title  claimed 
by  Chrift,  n,  John  io  n 
Shewbrcad*  how  made  and  placed,  and 

why  fo  called,  n.  Heh- 9.  a 
Shi  trim -wood*  a  conjecture  about  it,  n- 

ibid. 

Sickle,  inChrift’s  hand,  fbr  what  par* 
pofr,  n*Rev..i+,  14"” 

Sight,  in  liig  all  things  naked,  of  whom 
*  meant,  and  wbatit  allude*  to,  n.  Hth. 
4*  G 

Sign*,  wdnders,.  and  miracles,  how  to 
be  underftood  anddiftingDifticd  from 
the  gifts  ofj  the  Holy  Ghoft,  p.  and 
n  chap,  s*  4 

Siloam,  tower  of,  a  conjecture  about 
it,'  n.  Luke  13.  4 

Similitude  of  Adam1*  traugreffion, 
what,  d.  Rom.  3,  14  1 

Simon  Magus,  his  bUfphemles  and  abo¬ 
minable  doctrines;  he  worked  pte* 
tended  miracles,  p,  aod  vi*  A fli  8. 
1 1 

Simony,  its  derivation  and'  meaning, 
n.  ibid,  ao 

Sin,  entered  into  the  world,  what  it  in’- 

tfrnateSt  n-  Rom.  y. 

of  Adam  imputed,  n.  ibid, 

— » original,  always  m  the  world  fiuce 
the  fall  of  man,  with  an  entail  of 
death*  n*  ibid.  13 

all  infants  involved  jn  the  gnilt 

and  depravity  of  it,  n*  Rom,  9,  11 

pertbns. 


r  —  f  , 

laid  to  reign,  ii>  chap*  5,  %z 

in  what  ftnfe  bdicrcrs  do  not 
commit  it,  n,  1  John  3.  6,  and  n.  5, 
iS 

Sin,  unto  death,  what  it  relates  to,  11. 
ch*  *6 

man  of,  lignifles  a  fuccefllQU  of 

men,  n.  *  Theft".  s,  3 
>  all  his  characters  plainly  applicable 
to,  and  exemplified  in  popery,  n.  ib- 

wilfully,  who  they  arc  that  do  fo, 
n,  Heh,  10*  r 

pin^j,  covenant,  what,  ch,  S-  6 

Sincere, 


Acer?,  ami  without  offence,  both  me¬ 
taphor*  taken  from  what,  o.  fhil*  i* 

10 

Sinned,  in  what  fenfe  the  Mind  man  ami 
his  pirent*  bad  not,  n.  John  9-  3 
Sinners,  how  we  are  mode  fa,  as  well 
a* righteous,  n.  Rom*  5.  19 
Sion*  anil  mount  Sion,  very  commonly 
uied  far  God’s  ctiurch  and  people  m 
the  Old  Ttftamcnt,  n*  1  Pet.  %-  6 
filter to  be  ted  about,  means  a  wife* 
d»  1  Cor.  9*  5 

fitting  to  preach*  not  ufed  by  ^etcr*  but 
Sanding  to  ihew  rcfpcft  to  his  hear- 
mt  n*  Acts  1.  15 

Stoll,  place  of  a,  what  meant  by  it,  d* 
Mat.  33. 

Steep,  a  common  word  in  Scripture  to 
(Signify  the  death  of  men  and  of  faints, 
a*d  why  not  of  brutes,  u.  x  Cor.  xi* 
30.  and  15.  10 

-  ■■■,  we  fftall  not  all,  relates  to  the 
whole  church  of  Chrift  as  one  body, 
a.  chapi  15.  $l 

— ,  the  foul  does  not  at  death,  b« 
Pbii.  i.  *j. 

Sfr  let  them,  -  or  mo  out,  left  we,  a 
beautiful  allufioa  to  what*  n.  Hcb. 

t.  I 

£00  of  man,  and  Soo  of  God,  both 
known  characters  of  the  Mefliab, 
Luke  x%  70 

— of  God,  the  Jehovah  that  deliver¬ 
ed  the  liw  to  Moles,  n.  Acts  7.  38 
— ^  and  fervant  of  fiif,  how  to  be  dir 
JtmgutfheiU  n.  John  8  >35 
Sopv  dipping  of  it,  to  be  diftingyiftwd 

frorar,  and  faem s  to  be  after,  dipping 
the  hand  in  the  difb,  it*  ch.  tj.  26 
Sorrow,  godly,  bow  to  be  uoderftood, 
Dw  %  Cur.  7.  is 

-So&patcr,  who,  n*  Rom.  jS*  li 
Soft  belief  different  opinions  concern¬ 
ing  who  he  was,  n<  Acts  18.  17 
Soul,  at  one  time,  and  body  at  another, 
pat  far  the  whole  man,  il  Rom.  £3. 


1 

Souls  of  them  that  were  beheaded,  now 
to  be  underftood,  n«  Rev.  10.  4 
Speed,  God’*,  what  fart  of  ial  illation. 


n.  4  John  ver.  10 

Spirit,  holy,  fpoken  of  a*  a  diftmet  per- 
fan  from  Chrift,  n.  ch.  14*  16 

properly  filled  a  comforter,  ibid 
,  being  called  the  Spirit  of  Truth, 
and  faid  to  proceed  from  the  Father, 
an  argument  of  his  being  properly  a 
divine  perfon,  n.  ch*  ij.  26 

fame  fart  of  mwcvfid  onen- 


tion,  and  the  lame  freedom  and  favt- 
rcignty  in  dbbributing  bis  gifts  alcrib- 
ed  to  him,  as  unto  God,  n.  1  Cor. 
to.  11 

— ,  was  properly  the  fpirit  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther  and  of  Chrift,  prior  to  thoHggg- 
ing  him  in  confaquencc  of  CwA’a 
death  and  exaltation,  o.  1  Pet .1.  it 
of  God  and  of  Chrift,  terms  u- 
fad  promifcuouSy,  why,  n*  Rom.  1. 

9  ,  ' 

™>  hi*  fearchung  alt  thing*,  a  peculiar 
property  of  Deity,  n.  1  Cor*  1.  1* 
— — ,  of  God,  how  Paul's  thinking  be 
had  it,  i*to  be  undcrflood,  n/ebap- 
7*  40 

— r >  that  dwells  in  us,  bow  to  be  un* 
derftood,  n.  James  4.  J  d 

- ,  what  Chrift’*  being  quickened 

thereby  fignifies,  n*  1  Pet.  3.  x& 

*— t  qite&diuig  the,  what  meant  by  it, 

tu  1  Theff.  j.  9 

Spirits  of  the  prophets,  fobject  to  whom 
n-  1  Cor.  14.  j* 

Spiritual,  he  Idiot  is,  what  intended  by 
'  it,  n*  chap.  *.  17 

Staff,  Jacob's,  leaning  upon  the  top  of 
his  when  be  woribipped,  how  to  be 
taken,  n.’  Heb  n.*i 
Star,  how  ft  direfted  the  wife  men  to 
the  houfa  where  Jefaa  was,  p.  and  u. 
Mat  2. 9 

—$  fallen  from  heaven!  who  meant 

thereby,  n.  Rev*  9.  * 

Stoics,  their  principal  opinions,  n»  Afls 
17.  i9 

Stone,  livings  no  impropriety,  but  a 

beauty  in  Chrift's  being  called  fa,  ik. 

I  Pet.  x ,  4 

— white,  alludes  to  what,  p.  and  n. 
Rev.  a  -  1 7 

Stones,  prerioua,  fame  account  of  them, 
n.  chap.  at.  19 

Stoning  to  death,  the  manner  of  it  a* 
mongft  the  Jews,  n.  Mat.  21.  44 
Strength,  without,  what  it  includes,  n, 
Rom;  5*  6 

Struggles  between  the  remainder  of  in- 
dwelling  corruption,  and  the  priori- 
pic  of  grace,  reprefcuted*  n,  chap.  7. 

14 

Sufferings,*  Cirri  ft's,  he  uttered  nomnr- 
muring  complaint  of  them,  n.  John 
19.  *3 

Sun  going  down  upon  our  wrath,  a  pro* 
verb**]  exprefliou  ufed  tc  figuify  what, 

m  h^ph-  4. 

Supper,  Lord’s,  not  defigned  for  bodily 
rctrefhment,  n.  Mark  14*  ai 

Supper 


E  X. 


-i  n  r> 

s  Chrift  fit  at  it*  and  did  not  ftand 
at  an  altar,  n.  Luke  u.  19 

parchal*  it  was  at  this  Chrift 
.pointed  out  the  traitor,  n.  ibid  n 
and  John  z; 

,  when  it  was  that  Chrift  role  from 
it  to  wath  his  diicipks  feet,  n+  |ohu 

m-  i  ;  ' 

Surety,  Clirift  one  far  his  people  to 
God,  r..  HeU  ?■  *3  # 

Swearing  how  far  forbid*  n.  Mat*  j. 

34  * 

*— ,  profane,  the  Jews  notonoully 

guilty  of  it,  n.  James  5*  T» 

Swine,  their  being  fufTercd  to  be  pof- 
fr fled  and  drowned  vindicated,  a. 

Mat.  8.  ta 

V 

Sword,  Chrift  s  order  to  get  one,  how 
to  be  taken,  n.  Lute  11,36 
Synagogue  at  Nazareth,  why  Chrift  read 
tht  Scripture  only  here,  though  he 
preached  !p  others,  it,  Luke  4- 16 
« - ,  calling  out  of,  figni&ed  excom¬ 

munication,  of  which  there  were  two 
farts,  n*  John  9*  34 
Synagogues, courts hfcld  there,  n.  Mat* 

10*17 


Tabernacle,  why  the  temple  catted  lb, 
n»  A&&  7*  46 

,  of  which  Chiift  ia  faidto  be  the 
mihifter,  what,  n,  Hcb.  $,  1 
the  form  of  it,  d+  ch*  9*  1 
Table  in  the  tabernacle  or  fau&uary, 
how  large,  n,  ibid  1 

Talent,  Jewifh,  Us  value  uncertain,  n. 

Mat*  18*  14 

Tares,  ChriflU  reafon  for  letting  them 
alone,  what  it  intimates,  n.  eh.  13 

30 

Teach,  you  need  not  that  any  man,  how 
to  be  underftood,  p*  and  nr  t  John 

— ,  fliall  not  ercry  man  his  neigh* 
bour,  what  meant  by  it,  n,  Heb*  8* 
11 

Teachers,  falft,  Tel  up  by  fame  in  jhe 
church  at  Corinth  againft  the  apofUe 
Paul,  n.  1  Cor*  14. 1 
Teaching,  in  what  fenfe  forbid  to  tin 
wontetV,  it.  t  Tim,  i,  11 
Temple  of  Jerufakm,  could  not  be  fa¬ 
red  from  definition  by  Titus,  n* 
Mat.  14  1 

j  wor (hip pent  there  fet  their  faces 
to  the  weft ,  idolatrous  wnrfhippcrs 
otbenrife  repreiented,  it.  Luke  1.  1  * 
4  a  type  of  Chriil,  n,  chap.  18*  ic 


409 

i  a  CDnjcdurt  about  the  difcipleft 
bring  continually  in  it,  o.  chap*  34. 

J3 

whether  Stephen  folly  ^pftbeud- 
cd  its  dc&ruAion,  p.  and  tu  ids  6* 
1 5 

■*  a,  always  fuppoJes,  and  u  rela¬ 


tive  to,  an  inhabiting  deity,  a.  1  Go r, 
6*  19  . 

Terms,  untverftl,  often  to  be  taken  In 
a  reft  rained  fenfe,  n,  chop.  14.  26 
T eftameut ,  old,  divided  into  three  parts, 
m  Luke  34*44 

—  ■■  y'new,  why  the  covenant  ofgnce 
fa  called,  ru  Heb-  9,  r  j 
Tctrarch,  what  meant  by  it,  0*  Nab 
14*  1.  and  n.  Luke  3+  }  --  v 
Thanks  bring  grveo  without 
bow  to  be  taken,  n+  Eptw t*i6 
Theft,  by  foiift  Gentile  nations  thought 
to  be  no  fm,  o>  ch-  4.  as 
Thcophilus,  the  name  of  a  perfon.  Its 
fignification,  n.  Luke  f ,  3 
ThefTalouita,  Paul  flays  *■  coofiderable 
time  there,  u*  A6U  17.4 
Thief  00  the  croft,  hk  coovwr&oo  won* 

derful,  onedefign  of  it,  tu  Lake  3g« 

4* 

Thieves  wiling  Chrift,  tfiftrrnt  ac¬ 
counts  of  it  reconciled,  n.  Mat.  ay, 
44 

Things,  alt,  in  heaven  and  on  earth, 
what  intended  thereby*  p-  and  n. 

Eph.  1. 10 

— ,  better,  provided  for  us,  howto 
be  tutderftond,  n.  Heb.  n*  40 
Thomas,  why  feveral  times  interpreted 
to  be  Duly mus,  o,  John  ir.  16 
— — ,  uncertain  whether  he  made 'the 
experiment  that  Chrift  d&rd  Mm; 

his  divine  and  appropriating  faith  how 

begot  with  him,  ju  cb.  30.47 
Thom  in  the  tidh,uncertam^wfaat  Paul's 
was,  n*  3  Cor.  is.  7 
Tfaoufand,  a  word  a  fed  in  an  indefinite 
fcofe  for  a  large  number,  n.  Rev.  20. 
4 

Thrones,  dominions,  3cc.  what  meant 
by  them,  n.  Col.  1*  16 
Tunes  Utter,  what  ftgnified  thereby,  n. 
1  Tim*  4*  ( 

Timotheus,  who,  n*  Rom,  16-  2s 
tithes,  how  Levi  paid  them  in  Abra¬ 
ham,  n.  Heb*  7.  to 
Titles  of  civil  reipc&  not  condemned  by 
Chrift*  but  what  fort  of  titles  are,  m 
Mat.  33.  8 

Tombs,  in  Chrift's  time*  where,  d.  du 
3.38 

Tongae 
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X  J  1 

Tongue,  unknown,  probably  the  IIc- 
’  ■  bre  **»  n'J  i  Cor,  14  K  a 
Tongues*  the  gift  of,  many  prided 

therofelvcs  therein,  n  ibid  5 

,  cloven,  on  whole  heads  they  vert¬ 
ed,  n*  A£ts  1-  3 

Touch  not,  fometimes  (ignifies  eat  not, 
n,  CoL'i,  at 

Traditions,  oral,  not  countenanced  by 
Paul,  n,  j  Cor  1 x.  ft 

- - ,  holding  of  them,  wbat  it  means, 

n,  %  Theft  ft.  15  ■ 

- ,  what  to  be  regarded,  and  what 

not,  o.  fleb  *?*  21 

Tranfubftantiation,  abfdrd  and  over- 
thrown,  a,  Luke  aa.  ao 
Travail,  the  pains  of  a  woman  in,  a  fit 
.  re preTdntstidn  ef  the  torments  of  the 
wicked  at  the  great  day,  11.  1  The  if* 

5;  3  ,  '  #  ' 

Tribute- moneyr  for  what  purpofe,  q. 

Mat  IJM4 

Trots,  the  place  where  Luke  r^et  Paul, 
■■  and  became  bis  follow* traveller,  n* 
AAs  16- to 

Trump  of  God,  what  it  klludesto,  u. 
'  iThcff-  4/16 

Truth,  uncertain  whv  Pihte  nfked  Chrift 
what  it  was,  n.  John  18,  38 
■— ^  and  right  eoulpefs,  what  they  fig- 
nify,  ik  Eph*  6*  *4 

- - ,  the  pillar  and  ground  of,  what, 

©.  1  TSnit  $.  13 

Twelve,  apoftics  fo  called,  when  but 
eleven  were  living,  why,  n*  1  Cor- 
1J-  5 


Virgin,  Mary's  queflron  not  (inful,  and 
at  what  time  Ihe  conceived,  n.  Luke 

/3|4>J8 

Virgins,  include  Angle  young  people  oF 
both  foxes ,  n  -  1  Cor.  7*  a  j 

Vigors  and  revelations,  what  tlpy 

vc  rally  ftgnify,  n,  a  Cor  11  r 
Unclean  and  holy,  the  meaning  of  the 
terms,  n,  1  Cor  7-  14 
Ungodly,  who  laid  to  be  fo,  n.  Rox. 
4i  5 

Unlearned,  they  that  are,  who  meant, 
n-  *  Pet.  j .  t<5 

Un  ri  gbt  eons  fomc  times  Ggoifics  unfaith¬ 
ful,  n-  Hcb*  6  10 

Voice  of  Chrift,  what,  pi  and  n*  Jdfcn 
y  . 

Wafers  at  the  focriment,  no  fcrfptural 
mrtitution,  n.  i  Cor.  10.  ij 
Wages,  and  gift,  remarkably  oppofed, 
u.  Rom;  6*%$ 

Walderifcs  and  AFbfgenfes,  why  fo  cal¬ 
led,  and  their  opinions,  what,  ru  Rev. 

1 6.6  -m  ,  m 

Walked.  what  the  believing  Corinthians 
being  fo  may  intend,  n.  1  Cor,  6.ri 
Watch  of  the  night;  what,  n.  Mat.  14 

*3 

Water  and  blood  .coming out  of  Chrirt's 
pierced  fide,  not  eafUy  accounted  for, 
John  19. 34  ■ 

— ,  feved  by,  the  meaning  of  it,  p* 
and  n.  i  Pet*  3*  ao 

Wedding-garment,  the  neccflity  of  it. 


V  n.  Mat.  it 

Vail,  womens  wearing  it  in  the  eartern  Weddings  Jcwiftr,  why  lamps  cfed  at 
nations,  a  toVen  of  fubfedion,  and  them,  n*  ch-  15*  I 
mens  being  unvniled  a  iign  of  fupe*  Well,  Jacob's,1  why  fo  called,  uncer- 
riorltyi  1-C0K  M.  3  tarn,  n.  John  4.  6 

- — ,  a  double  one  mentioned  by  Paul,  Wheat,  almoft  the  only  grain  that  diet 
p-  and  n»  3  Corn  3.  14  in  the  ground,  n.  chap,  u.  14 

Vanifhihg,  Chrift's,  out  of  fight,  how  - ;  a  meafure  of,  varioufly  compuU 

it  might  be.  n.  Luke  *4  cd,  n  Rev.  6*  6 

.  Variable ik fs,  none  in  God,  what  it  al-  While,  little,  what  particular  time  it 
ludesto,  and  how  confident  with  his  relates  to,  a.  John  16, 16 
being,  (aid  to  repent,  o.  jnmes  1.  t?  Wickcdncfs,  fpiritua),  in  high  places. 
Verily,  verily,  the  meaning  thereof  as  what  it  refers  to^  ©■  EpH.  6*  11 
©fed  by  Chrift,  n.  J*hn  t.  $1  Widow  taken  into  the  number,  relates 

Vial,  a,  what,  n.  Rev.  15*7  '  to  what,  n*  1  Tim*  5*9 

Vine,  what  might  give  the  occafion  bn  Will,  God^  working  upon  the  heart  no 
ChriiVs  calling  himfdf  fo,  n-  John  infringement  upon  the  liberty  there* 'f, 
ij  r*  ft  Cor-  8-  17  ‘ 

Vinegar,  mixed  with  water,  the  dvtnU  Wifdom,  different  feufes  of  it,  n*  Luke 
ot  the  Roman  foldiers,  n.  chap-  19,  7.  3  j 

,  of  God,  the  meaefcg  of  it,  n. 
Virgin  betrothed  1  called  a  wife  under  ch*  ti*  49 
t:clawt?i  j*:oreaj  n.  Mat-  u  i-/  — ,  in  a  my  Iter  y,  what  it  iignifiec,  n. 

1  0*7 
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t  Cor  2*  7*  and  n*  chap  4- 1 
Wife  mcr,  taken  in  various  Icnffs*  p. 
and  n,  Mat*  r  1 

Witirrficsi  two*  what  meant  thereby, 

»>.  Rev.  jj.  3 

— *  the  flaying  of  them,  many  con¬ 
jectures  about  iti  n,  ibid  S 

Women,  tn  what  fen  fie  not  tofpeak  iti 
the  church,  n.  1  Cor*  14  34 

Wrmdcrfal  things,  fpoken  by  the  apo- 
ftles,  what  they  ivcrc,  n.  Afts  a- 
Word,  the,  Chrift  fo  catted,  and  is 
more  than  an  attribute  or  operation 
of  the  Father,  n.  John  1.  1 
— — ,  of  wiltJora  anil  of  knowledge, 

4  figuify  different  things,  n,  1  Cor*  la. 

& 

— of  God,  what  meant  by  it,  n* 

H^bp  4 ,  »» 

V  erds,  Hebrew  and  Syriac,  why  in* 
Icrprcted  more  by  John  than  by  any 
other  trangdift*  n.  John  1.44 
■  ■  of  the  Lord  Jcfus,  what  meant  by 
thentf  n.  Ads  ao*  15 
Work,  a  good,  wbat  intended  by  it,  n+ 
:'bil,  i+  6 

Works,  Ohrid's,  the  reafon  of.  his  re¬ 
ferring  fo  often  to  them,  n.  John  14, 
n 

- ,  how  thoC:  of  the  apcftlcs  greater 

than  Chrift’s,  n*  ibid  *± 

- ,  good,  forefecn,  no  caufe  of  God’# 

gracious  purpoft  concerning  any,  n. 

Rom.  jt.  i* 

— ,  how  Abraham  j unified  by  them, 
u-  fames  1.  %t 

World*  when  denoting  thofe  that  re¬ 
ceive  fining  benefit  by  Chri/t’c  death, 
what  it  moft  ufually  flgnihcs,  si,  John 
t-  39 

,  its  m oft  common  meaning  *whcn 

ufed  by  the  t range  fill,  Johu.  n.  cb, 
3’  id 
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World,  to  hr  under  flood  with  rcftriftioit, 
u*  cb.  *3.  it} 

- *  the  w  hole,  put  for  the  Roman 

empire*  n.  Rom.  1*  8*  and  u*  Rev, 
3-  <o 

— how  Abraham  the  heir  of  it,  n, 
Rom  4*  >3  ■? 

- ■*  why  among  thoJc  things  which, 

fpeakiiig  to  the  G «>  tiles,  Paul  fays, 
are  theirs,  n,  %  Co: .  3.  1* 

— ,  the,  fign-fies  either  the  things*  or 
the  carnal  men  of  the  world,  n*  % 
Cor.  7. 10 

,  before  M  began,  wh.it  meant  by 
Ihe  expreflion,  n.  %  11m*  t.  9 
Worths  p,  fynagoguc,  the  manner  of  it* 
n-  1  ('or*  14. 17 

- - ,  religious,  (Thrift  confidcred a#  the 

object  of  it*  11*  3  Tbelf.  1*  16 

- ,  oft  red  by  John  to  an  angel,  of 

what  fort,  rr  Rev,  19*  10 

Worlhippe?*  of  God,  the  o^ial  dele  rip* 
lion  of  a  profrEytc  of  the  gate,  n. 
Ads  1 S.  5 

Worthy*  different  frnfes  of  the  word, 

11  ■  Luke  11  36 

Writing,  (Thrift's,  on  the  ground,  (bmc 

conjectures  about  it*  n.  John  1L  6 
Wrong,  forgive  me  this*  how  to  be  tin- 
dcrftoodj  n.  1  Cor*  n,  ij 

Y. 

Years,  four  hundred  and  thirty*  the 

ui’uai  computation  thereof*  nl  Gal. 

3  '7  * 

- ,  twelve  hundred  and  fixty,  when 

to  begin,  n.  Rev,  ij4  3 

Z  * 

7  arc  hats,  probably  a  Jew,  n*  Luke 

*9*  3 

Zealots^  Jtwiflt,  an  ]u  fiance  of  their 
rigour,  n.  i  Ibeff-  4,  ij 


THE  END. 
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